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KURDISTAN D’IRAK:

DESACCORD PROFOND ENTRE ERBIL ET BAGDAD
SUR LE BUDGET ET LA QUESTION DU PETROLE

u début de ’année, le

Kurdistan d’Irak a com-

mencé d’exporter son

brut en Turquie via le

nouveau pipe-line les
reliant directement. Deux mil-
lions de barils doivent étre ven-
dus lors d’un appel d’offre, et le
ministre kurde des Ressources
naturelles a annoncé que 6 mil-
lions de barils seraient vendus en
février et mars prochains.

Le gouvernement irakien,
sans surprise, a aussitot fait part
de son opposition a cette expor-
tation qu’il qualifie d’illégale,
puisque décidée sans son aval.
Le ministre irakien du pétrole a
fait part de son « profond regret
et étonnement de cette violation
flagrante de la constitution ira-
kienne ». Comme toutes les fois
que les Kurdes se passent du
gouvernement central pour leurs
accords avec des compagnies

étrangeres, I'Irak a menacé les
sociétés qui traiteraient avec les
Kurdes de poursuites judiciaires
pour « contrebande ».

Cela semble peu effaroucher les
investisseurs étrangers, comme
I’a déclaré a I’agence Reuters
Todd Kozel de Gulf Keystone :
« Nous attendons de lire et
d’entendre ces mots depuis
2007. C’est de la musique aux
oreilles de n'importe quel opéra-
teur dans le Kurdistan. C'est la
monétisation de nos actifs ».

Mais en plus de menacer les
sociétés pétrolieres, Nouri
Maliki, le Premier ministre ira-
kien a envisagé de couper les
fonds a la Région kurde, en sup-
primant les 17% du budget qui
lui revient, ce qui, selon lui,
aurait pu étre fait auparavant,
puisque les Kurdes n'avaient pas
remis a I'Irak les 250 000 barils

par jour sur lesquels ils s’était
engagés en 2013.

Enfin l’adjoint du Premier
Ministre en charge de I'Energie,
Hussein Sharistani, adversaire
de longue date des Kurdes sur
cette question du pétrole, a
convoqué le consul turc pour lui
faire part de ses « objections » a
’accord turco-kurde :

« Le gouvernement de I'Irak tient
la partie turque pour légalement
responsable de cette action et se
réserve le droit de demander
réparation pour tous les dom-
mages qui en résulterait. »

Quant au ministre irakien du
Pétrole, Abdelkarim Al-Luaybi,
il a qualifié I’exportation du
pétrole vers la Turquie de « ligne
rouge » et a déclaré que son gou-
vernement envisageait plusieurs
réponses, notamment le boycott
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de toutes les sociétés turcs et
I’annulation de tous les contrats
en cours entre les deux pays.

Les Kurdes, eux, affichaient une
plus grande sérénité, en assurant
qu’ils étaient parvenus a un
accord avec Bagdad, le 25
décembre 2013, comme le faisait
savoir le 13 janvier dernier, a
Reuter, le porte-parole du
Gouvernement de la Région,
Safeen Diyazee, assurant
que « Le cadre [de l'accord] est
déja accepté a Bagdad — ce sont
plus que des questions d’ordre
technique. »

Mais le conflit a rebondi le 15
janvier sur la question du budget
2014, quand le conseil
des ministres irakiens a adopté
une loi contre l'avis de son vice-
président, le kurde Roj Nouri
Shaweys, soutenu par les autres
Kurdes du conseil, alors que les
ministres arabes et turkmenes
approuvaient cette proposition
de budget. Selon une source ano-
nyme publiée par le journal
Shafaq News, le désaccord porte
sur le paragraphe indiquant le
montant des exportations a I'Irak
du pétrole en provenance du
Kurdistan. Arabes et Turkmeénes
ont souhaité que la Région
exporte 400 000 barils par jour,
sous peine de voir réduire le
budget que lui alloue le gouver-
nement central. Roj Nouri
Shaweys a alors rappelé que le
gouvernement d’Erbil n’avait
pas regu les années précédentes
le budget prévu pour la solde de
ses Peshmergas (forces armées)
et qu’il s’opposait a ce para-
graphe. Refusant de débattre
plus avant, le conseil des
ministre a voté la loi a la majori-
té, incitant tous les ministres
kurdes a quitter la réunion.

Le 17 janvier, le ministre-adjoint
aux finances du Gouvernement
kurde, Rashid Tahir, avertissait
que les Kurdes pourraient déci-
der de se séparer de I'Irak si ce

dernier coupait leur budget, en
répliquant que depuis 2007,
jamais le Gouvernement central
n’avait vraiment alloué 17% de
son budget aux Kurdes, seule-
ment 10% :

« Si Bagdad fait un tel pas, alors
nous enverrons les revenus du
pétrole a Bagdad en y sous-
trayant la part prévue pour la
solde des Peshmergas. Si cette
solution ne satisfait pas Bagdad,
alors nous n’aurons d’autre
choix que nous séparer (Rudaw).

D’apres Rashid Tahir, la Région
kurde peut se financer elle-
méme, avec ses revenus internes
et ceux de ses exportations de
pétrole, revenus qu'il a estimés a
environ 10,5 billions de dinars
irakiens pour l’année passée, et
qui pourrait augmenter les pro-
chaines années.

Le gel des revenus pétroliers
kurdes pourrait avoir de graves
conséquences sur les finances
irakiennes. Hayder Al-Abadi,
qui est a la téte de la Commission
du Trésor au Parlement irakien,
et est un membre du parti du
Premier ministre Nouri Maliki, a
expliqué le 19 janvier a 1'agence
Reuters, que son pays ne pour-
rait pas financer le budget 2014 si
les Kurdes n’envoyaient pas les
revenus tirés de l'exportation de
leur pétrole.

De méme, le refus de payer les
17% du budget dus aux Kurdes
auraient aussi des raisons finan-
cieres, en plus des conflits en
cours. Haydar Al-Laybi affir-
me en effet que le budget 2014
« s’effondrerait » si ces 17%
étaient versés a la Région kurde,
d’autant que les dépenses
publiques irakiennes ont forte-
ment augmenté, avec 'augmen-
tation des pensions et du salaire
minimum dans le secteur public,
celle des allocations familiales et
des bourses d’études. Méme si
I'on prévoit que les Kurdes
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paient au Trésor irakien des
recettes d’exportations de pétro-
le calculées sur un nombre de
400 000 barils par jour — ce que
certains jugent irréaliste, en indi-
quant un montant plus probable
de 255 000 barils par jour - le
projet de budget envoyé au
Parlement de Bagdad présente
un déficit d’environ 21 billions
de dinars irakiens (18 milliards
de dollars). Hayder Al-Abadi en
tient d'ailleurs les Kurdes res-
ponsables, avec la suspension
des paiements en 2013, quand le
Gouvernement régional kurde
réclamait le paiement des socié-
tés pétrolieres opérant dans ses
provinces.

Le 19 janvier, Nécirvan Barzani,
le Premier Ministre du
Gouvernement régional du
Kurdistan (GRK) arrivait a
Bagdad pour tenter de résoudre
la crise. Mais les deux réunions
entre les deux Premiers ministres
et Hussein Sharistinani, le Vice-
Premier ministre irakien en char-
ge des questions énergétiques,
n’ont pas abouti a des conclu-
sions tres franches, et les trois
hommes en ont méme fait un
compte-rendu trés contradictoi-
re.

S’exprimant ainsi sur cette ren-
contre aupres du journal Rudaw,
le 20 janvier, le Premier Ministre
kurde Nécirvan Barzani, a décla-
ré qu’il y avait un désir réci-
proque de parvenir a un accord,
mais que les problemes ne pou-
vaient étre résolus « en une ou
deux réunions ». Evoquant les
menaces de Nouri Maliki de cou-
per le budget de la Région du
Kurdistan, M. Barzani aurait
répondu au chef du gouverne-
ment irakien que le langage de la
menace était « inacceptable et
dans l'intérét d’aucune des deux
parties ». Sur le budget qui doit
étre voté au Parlement de
Bagdad, le Premier ministre
kurde se déclare « fortement
opposé » a « un certain nombre
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de mesures contre la Région du
Kurdistan ». Enfin, il a assuré
n’avoir donné aucune garantie
que le GRK n’exportera ni ne
vendra son pétrole sans le
consentement de Bagdad.

Le méme jour, son homologue ira-
nien s'exprimait aussi sur un ton
plus modéré, insistant sur la néces-
sité d'un « langage de la compré-
hension ». Mais il a par contredit
Nécirvan Barzani en niant avoir
jamais laissé entendre que le bud-
get des Kurdes pourrait étre coupé,
et en assurant aussi avoir obtenu
des Kurdes qu’ils ne vendraient
pas leur pétrole sans l'accord du
gouvernement central.

Mais Hussein Sharistani, ne semble
guere prét, pour sa part, a adopter
le mode de l'apaisement et de la
conciliation. Le 28 janvier, il a ainsi
réitéré ses menaces de représailles,
notamment fiscales, contre le
Région du Kurdistan, si cette der-
niere vendait son pétrole avant
d’étre parvenue a un accord avec
I'Irak, selon I'agence Bloomberg.

Les propos de Nécirvan Barzani se
sont alors durcis et il a comparé,
lors d’une conférence de presse, le
comportement actuel de 1'Trak avec
celui de 'ancien régime avec le
Kurdistan, alors que ce dernier
« favorisait la résolution de tous les
problémes avec Bagdad ».
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Le Premier Ministre kurde a nié,
par ailleurs, que la Région du
Kurdistan avait vendu son pétrole
au rabais et en dehors des cours
mondiaux, insistant, au contraire,
sur la transparence avec laquelle
le forage et I'exportation avaient
lieu.

« Nous n’accepterons aucun lan-
gage de menace, de quiconque. Le
pétrole du GRK est vendu au
cours mondial et nous n’accepte-
rons aucune justification de cou-
per le budget de la Région du
Kurdistan [...] Aujourd’hui, dans
la Région du Kurdistan, nous
pouvons produire et exporter du
pétrole et le pipeline pour
I’envoyer en Turquie est prét.
Mais jusqu'ici, nous n’avons pas
vendu un seul baril. Nous vou-
lons parvenir a un accord avec
Bagdad sur cette question. »

Nécirvan Barzani a mis aussi en
avant la présence des nom-
breuses sociétés étrangeres qui
travaillent dans la Région pour
étayer la constitutionnalité de
I'exploitation et de la vente par
les Kurdes de leur propre pétro-
le, affirmant que si tout cela
n’était pas légal, ces sociétés
n‘auraient pas signé de contrat
avec le gouvernement d’Erbil.

« Apres 2 ans de pourparlers
étendus, le gouvernement kurde

a signé un accord solide avec la
Turquie et des dizaines d’avocats
ont été impliqués dans la rédac-
tion de cet accord. »

Peut-étre pour convaincre
davantage de la « transparence »
des affaires pétrolieres au
Kurdistan, le site de son ministre
des Ressources naturelles vient

de mettre en ligne son premier

rapport mensuel , avec les « der-
nieres informations sur la pro-

duction et I’exportation dans la
Région du Kurdistan, le raffina-
ge et la consommation interne,
'activité des puits, la carte et le
nombre des plate-formes, les
chiffres de I’emploi et les der-
nieres mises a jour sur les
contrats de partage de produc-
tion. »

Ce rapport couvre les activités
d’octobre 2013, et le ministere
indique que les rapports de
novembre et décembre 2013
seront en ligne a la mi-février.
Ensuite, les rapports seront dif-
fusés chaque mois en anglais et
en kurde. Une version en arabe
est aussi en préparation.

Quant au gouvernement irakien,
il vient d'embaucher un cabinet
d'avocats préts, selon lui, a enga-
ger des poursuites contre tout
acheteur éventuel du pétrole
kurde.

SYRIE :

PEU DE PAS CONCRETS APRES LA PREMIERE SESSION DE GENEVE 2

eu d’observateurs poli-
tiques jugeaient que la
conférence de Geneve II
avait des chances de
mettre fin a la guerre
syrienne, surtout lorsque le 7 jan-
vier, alors que les invitations de
I'ONU commencaient d’étre
envoyées, on apprit que I'Iran ne
ferait pas partie des participants,
a la satisfaction de la Coalition
nationale syrienne ( qui mena-
cait, dans le cas contraire, de ne
pas venir) et du Premier Ministre

turc, Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

Autre groupe non invité, les
Kurdes du PYD, ceux du Conseil
national kurde (CNK) y assistant
comme membres de la Coalition.
Le PKK syrien réclamait que les
Kurdes soient représentés par
une délégation « indépendante »
mais n’a recu pour cela ni
I'accord des Nations Unies ni le
soutien de la Russie, malgré une
campagne médiatique et via les
réseaux sociaux, notamment sur

twitter, avec le hastag
#KurdsMustBelnGeneva2, pro-
testant contre le péril d'un nou-
veau « Traité de Lausanne », ol
I'idée d’un Etat kurde, envisagée
dans le Traité de Sevres (1920),
avait été définitivement enterrée
en 1923, par les Puissances
alliées et la Turquie.

Mais l'inefficacité prévue de
Geneve II et le fait qu’en Syrie
méme, la Coalition exerce peu
d’influence, car éloignée des
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champs de bataille, rendaient un
nouveau « Traité de Lausanne »
treés improbable, la Syrie étant
actuellement entre les mains de
différents groupes armés
(I’armée syrienne et les milices
du Hezbollah, I'Armée syrienne
de libération, les milices djiha-
distes, les forces YPG du PYD).
Ce qui n'a pas empéché la ques-
tion d’aller ou non a Genéeve en
tant que membres de 1'opposi-
tion syrienne de diviser les
Kurdes depuis décembre, le
CNK étant plus ou moins enclin
a s’y rendre, le PYD l'accusant
pour cela de « haute trahison ».

Le 22 janvier, la conférence était
ouverte a Montreux par le
Secrétaire général de 'ONU, Ban
Ki-Moon. Dans un discours qui
se voulait optimiste, ou a tout le
moins encourageant, il s’est
adressé aux 40 nations représen-
tées et aux parties syriennes qui
pouvaient, selon lui, « prendre
un nouveau départ » en assurant
que cette conférence était 1’occa-
sion de « montrer leur unité » et
qu’apres trois années de conflit
et de souffrance en Syrie, c'était
un jour d’espoir : « Vous avez
une occasion énorme et la res-
ponsabilité de rendre un service
au peuple syrien. »

Le méme ton modérément opti-

miste était de rigueur dans les
déclarations des pays « amis de
la Syrie », qui relevaient que le
simple fait d’avoir pu amener les
belligérants a la méme table était
un pas important, méme si,
comme l’indiquait William
Hague, le ministre britannique
des Affaires étrangeres : « il
serait erroné de s'attendre a des
progres dans les prochains jours,
en termes de percées.
Néanmoins, des choses peuvent
étre obtenues lorsque la diplo-
matie commence, quand on
essaie la diplomatie - nous avons
vu cela sur beaucoup d'autres
sujets, y compris avec l'Iran sur
son programme nucléaire. »

Mais le « pas important » consis-
tant a amener les parties
adverses autour de la méme
table a été fortement minoré par
le fait que les représentants du
président Bashar Al Assad et
ceux de la Coalition ont refusé
justement de siéger face a face et
se sont réunis dans des salles dif-
férentes, obligeant le médiateur
de 'ONU, Lakhdar Brahimi, a
faire le va-et-vient entre les uns
et les autres.

Le chef de la Coalition, Ahmed
Jarba, n’a cessé de poser en
condition non négociable le
départ de Bashar Al Assad, alors
que les officiels syriens répli-
quaient que le président syrien
n’avait pas du tout I'intention de
quitter le pouvoir, ce qu’a confir-
mé le Secrétaire d’Etat américain,
John Kerry, ala TV Al-Arabiyya.

Campant sur leurs positions, les
deux délégations ont menacé a
plusieurs reprises de quitter les
pourparlers si leurs demandes
respectives n’étaient pas accep-
tées et se sont rejetées mutuelle-
ment les responsabilités des atro-
cités de la guerre et des crimes
commis contre la population
civile, le gouvernement syrien
répliquant aux accusations
d’exactions en tenant I'opposi-
tion responsable du terrorisme.

Aussi, la séance s’est achevée le
31 janvier sans résultat concret,
un deuxiéme round de pourpar-
lers devant démarrer le 10
février. LONU n’a pu obtenir
qu'un convoi humanitaire a des-
tination de Homs soit débloqué,
alors que ses habitants souffrent
d’une sérieuse famine, et
Lakhdar Brahimi a fait part, a ce
sujet, de sa grande « déception ».

Par contre, le communiqué de
Geneve I, datant de juin 2012, et
ses 10 points énoncés pour
mettre fin au conflit et établir un
processus de transition politique,
a été accepté par les deux parties
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comme base de travail, ce qui est
présenté comme un pas positif
par les diplomates, méme si ce
texte envisage le départ de
Bashar Al Assad, ce qui est pour
le moment refusé catégorique-
ment du c6té gouvernemental.

Les autres points forts de ce texte
sont, entre autre, 1’arrét bilatéral
des violences armées, la libéra-
tion des personnes détenues
arbitrairement, la liberté de mou-
vement pour les journalistes et
les aux organisations humani-
taires, et permettre I'évacuation
des civils et des blessés.

Sur le processus politique, un
corps gouvernemental de transi-
tion devra instaurer « un climat
neutre » afin que le peuple syrien
puisse se déterminer sur 1’avenir
du pays, notamment en approu-
vant une nouvelle constitution.

Le fait que ce document doive
servir de base de discussion pour
la prochaine séance du 10 février
donne des raisons a Lakhdar
Brahimi de ne pas désespérer : «
les deux camps savent qu'ils doi-
vent conclure un accord sur la
formation d'une instance de gou-
vernement transitoire dotée des
pleins pouvoirs ».

Mais il ressort des déclarations
mutuelles que l'opposition
syrienne voit dans cet accord la
condition du départ de Bashar Al
Assad, alors que le camp de ce
dernier continue d’y voir la for-
mation d’'un nouveau gouverne-
ment. toujours présidé par
Bashar Al Assad qui ne renonce
pas a se porter candidat aux pré-
sidentielles de I'été 2014.

Tant que sur le terrain du conflit,
le statu quo demeure entre les
deux forces armées, I'opposition
ne croit pas a un départ volontai-
re de Bashar Al Assad, et
s’attend méme a une recrudes-
cence des offensives, de part et
d’autre, chaque camp espérant
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ainsi peser plus lourd au cours
des prochaines rencontres en
fonctions de ses victoires mili-
taires. Loin d’apaiser la situation
I'effet de Geneve II pourrait étre
donc étre, dans un premier
temps, d’aggraver la guerre et la
situation humanitaire.

Quant aux Kurdes, quel que soit
leur camp, pro-PYD ou pro-
CNK, ils attendaient peu de cette
conférence et la veille méme de
son ouverture, le 21 janvier, le
président de la Région du
Kurdistan d’Irak, Massoud
Barzani, avait fait part de son
scepticisme alors qu'il se trouvait
devant la Commission des
Affaires étrangeres du Parlement
européen a Bruxelles : « La
conférence de Geneve Il sera I'oc-
casion pour le peuple syrien de
décider de son propre destin
méme si, personnellement, je ne
nourris pas un optimisme exces-
sif. Je n'ai pas beaucoup d'at-
tentes concernant cette conféren-
ce. »

Le président kurde a aussi évo-
qué la menace terroriste qui pese
sur la Région du Kurdistan
comme sur 1'Irak, en raison de
I'activité intense de groupes tels
qu’Al Qaida et Etat islamique en
Irak et au Levant (EIIL) : « Pour
I'heure, il n'est pas évident de
dire que les forces démocra-
tiques, I'Armée libre de Syrie,
seront l'alternative du pouvoir
en place a Damas, car ce sont les
organisations terroristes qui tien-
nent le haut du pavé. »

De leur co6té, le PYD et les partis
proches de sa mouvance ont
poursuivi leur « processus
d’autonomie » en annongant la
formation de conseils cantonaux
(un pour chaque « canton » du
Kurdistan syrien), en commen-
cant par celui de Djézireh, pour-
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vu de 22 membres aux fonctions
ministérielles, chargés, tout au
moins sur le papier, de gérer la
défense, I’économie, les finances,
etc. de leur toute petite localité.
Si ces conseils comprennent
aussi bien des Kurdes que des
chrétiens ou des Arabes, les
opposants au PYD dénoncent
l'uniformité politique de cette
administration.

Ainsi, pour Hévidar, un journa-
liste kurde syrien, opérant en
Turquie, et s'exprimant a I"AFP,
ce conseil de Djézireh est compo-
sé de « soit des membres du
PYD, soient des gens ayant peur
du PYD. Je suis pour tout ce qui
aide a garantir les droits des
Kurdes, mais le PYD ne s'intéres-
se pas a nos droits, il veut impo-
ser son pouvoir via les armes ...
Comment peuvent-ils annoncer
la création d'un conseil local s'ils
ne peuvent méme pas fournir de
I'électricité ou des soins de base a
la population? »

Le 27 janvier, Kobane (au centre
du pays, sur la frontiere turque)
a formé I'assemblée de son can-
ton et le 29 janvier, c'est Afrin, a
I'autre bout du pays, au nord-
ouest d'Alep, qui a tenu son
assemblée et a élu son président.
De futures « élections générales »
ont été annoncées dans 4 mois
afin d'élire de nouvelles assem-
blées, sans que I'on en connaisse
exactement la modalité ni la pos-
sibilité dans une situation de
guerre et de crise humanitaire,
d'autant que les autres partis
kurdes syriens font toujours état
d’arrestations, d’enlevement et
de tortures sur leurs membres
restés sur place, de la part des
Asayish du PYD.

Les partis Yekiti, Al Parti et
Azadi ont rejoint la Coalition
syrienne sous une nouvelle for-

mation, « Unité politique ». Le
président d’Al Partf,
Abdulhakim Bashar, a aussi
réitéré son opposition a la forma-
tion des « cantons du Kurdistan
occidental », qu’il a qualifiée de «
déclaration de guerre », sur la
chaine arabe Al-Jazeera. Mustafa
Oso, secrétaire général du parti
Azadi, a déclaré que les
membres du CNK ayant choisi
d’occuper des fonctions dans
I’administration du PYD
devraient étre exclus.

Le PYD, sur le terrain, tente
maintenant de nouer des liens
avec les puissances régionales,
I'Irak et I'Iran (avec qui il est en
bons termes) et surtout la
Turquie dont, jusqu’ici, dont le
soutien a l'opposition syrienne
lui servait a discréditer les
Kurdes du CNK, accusés de «
collaborer avec l'ennemi ». Salih
Gedo, le tout nouveau « ministre
» des Affaires étrangeres du
Canton de Djezireh, a ainsi
annoncé vouloir entamer une
série de rencontres avec le gou-
vernement kurde d'Erbil, et de se
rendre en visite a Bagdad,
Téhéran et Ankara (le président
du PYD, Salih, s’est rendu déja a
Ankara en 2013, pour y rencon-
trer Ahmet Davutoglu mais
c’était avant 'annonce unilatéra-
le de ’autonomie).

Asia Abdullah, coprésidente du
PYD, arrivée a Istanbul pour
assister a une conférence organi-
sée par la toute nouvelle forma-
tion kurdo-turque HDP, a méme
affirmé qu’ils étaient préts a
exporter leur pétrole en Turquie,
que son parti cherchait le soutien
turc et ne souhaitait pas affronter
Ankara (selon le journal turc
Milliyet, le PYD serait déja en
pourparlers a ce sujet avec
Ahmet Davutoglu).

SSS>SS5>5>>
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MYSTERIEUSES « FUITES » IMPLIQUANT LES SERVICES TURCS
DANS L’ASSASSINAT DE LA RUE LA FAYETTE

lors qu’il y a un an, trois

militantes du PKK,

Sakine Cansiz, co-fon-

datrice du PKK, Fidan

Dogan, représentante
du Congres national kurde
(KNK) et Leyla Soylemez, jeune
militante, étaient assassinées a
Paris, dans les locaux du Centre
d’information du Kurdistan, rue
La Fayette, de mystérieuses
« fuites » et « révélations » se
sont succédées ce mois-ci, sans
que I'on ait encore pu déterminer
la véracité et la provenance réelle
des documents et vidéos soudain
révélées au public.

Le principal suspect, inculpé
d’homicide, Omer Giiney, conti-
nue de nier obstinément les faits.
Mais le 9 janvier, le magazine
I’Express, assurait, dans un
article d’Eric Pelletier, que « de
rapides progres » avaient été fait
dans l'enquéte et que les soup-
¢ons pesant sur l'unique inculpé
s’étaient considérablement ren-
forcés, étayant davantage la
these d’un meurtre politique sur
« d’espionnage ».

Les laboratoires de police ont, en
effet, pu récupérer des clichés
pris avec le téléphone portable
d’Omer Giiney, qui avaient été
détruits et qui prouvent que la
nuit précédant le meurtre,
Gliney s’était introduit dans les
locaux d’une association kurde a
Villiers-le-Bel et avait photogra-
phié les fichiers des adhérents,
soit 329 formulaires d’adhésion.
Interrogé a ce sujet, le suspect a
répondu qu’il avait fait cela sur
ordre du PKK : : »Au petit matin,
il aurait apporté cette liste a un
sympathisant du mouvement en
région parisienne (dont il ne
connait pas 1'identité et dont il a
oublié 1'adresse). Il aurait effacé
le tout pour ne pas encombrer "la
mémoire pour rien. » (Express).

Il a aussi été établi qu’Omer
Gliney était en possession de 5
téléphones portables (dont 2 ont
disparu), et qu’il avait passé une
dizaine d’appels a des numéros
« atypiques pouvant s'apparen-
ter a des numéros techniques ».

Le 23 janvier, le journal turc
Vatan affirmait que les juges
francais en charge de 'enquéte,
Jeanne Duye et Christophe
Teissier, avaient envoyé une
commission rogatoire internatio-
nale (409/13/2) aupres des res-
ponsables turcs, afin d’obtenir
des « informations cruciales »
pour le déroulé de 'instruction.

La premiere partie de la lettre
fait état des éléments rassemblés
par les enquéteurs frangais,
notamment le lien entre le sus-
pect et les armes a feu utilisées
pour les meurtres. La commis-
sion demande les noms des pro-
priétaires des 57 numéros de
téléphones que Giiney appelait
fréquemment en Turquie, ainsi
que des renseignements sur sa
famille, la fréquence de leurs
contacts et de leurs rencontres
physiques.

Auparavant, le 13 janvier, un
enregistrement audio a été diffu-
sé sur plusieurs réseaux sociaux,
dont une video présentée, dans
une introduction écrite, comme
étant une conversation entre
Omer Giiney et deux membres
supposés du MIT, qu'un « parent
d’Omer Giiney, qui lui aurait
confié cet enregistrement devait
diffuser si « quelque chose » lui
arrivait.

Dans l'enregistrement, les deux
hommes présentés comme des
agents les services secrets turcs
promettent a Giiney des fonds
pour acheter des armes en
Belgique. Les assassinats de res-

ponsables du PKK, comme
Nedim Seven ou Remzi Kartal
sont discutés et planifiés.

Des membres de ’association
kurde infiltrée par Giiney
auraient identifié sa voix, selon
I’agence Firat News. Reste a ce
que le juge d’instruction, a qui il
a été transmis une copie, regoive
les conclusions de I'expertise des
laboratoires judiciaires pour une
identification formelle.

Enfin, un document, intitulé
« Sakine Cansiz, nom de code
Sara », publié a la fois par des
media turcs et kurdes, font aussi
mention de l’assassinat program-
mé de militants kurdes. Il porte
les signatures du chef du dépar-
tement du MIT, Ugur Kaan Ayik,
et de trois autres officiers des ser-
vices : O. Yiret, S. Asal, H.
Ozcan. Classé “secret’ et daté du
18 novembre 2011, le document
relate les informations obtenues
sur Sakine Cansiz par un agent
surnommé « Légionnaire ».

Un autre document mis en ligne,
daté du 18 novembre 2012,
évoque un agent, appelé « La
Source » qui aurait recu 6000 €,
servant a « financer les frais »
nécessaires a 1’élimination de
Sakine Cansiz.

Omer Giiney, a nié, lors de
I’audition avec la juge Jeanne
Duyé, étre sur l'enregistrement
et clame toujours son innocence.

Les services turcs ont réfuté toutes
les accusations dans un démenti
officiel écrit et diffusé aux media :
« Notre organisation n’a aucun
lien avec les meurtres de Sakine
Cansiz, Leyla Soylemez et Fidan
Dogan. Nous avons lancé I'enqué-
te administrative requise au sein
de notre structure interne au sujet
de ces allégations. »




n° 346 ¢ janvier 2014

Les motifs du MIT, s’il était a
I'origine des meurtres, seraient
assez complexes, puisque son
chef, Hakan Fidan, était a
I'époque, chargé par le Premier
Ministre Erdogan d’entamer des
négociations avec le PKK.
L’assassinat de la rue La Fayette
avait méme alors été pointé
comme une tentative de saboter
le processus de paix. L’appari-
tion soudaine de ces documents
sur les réseaux Internet pose de
nombreuses questions : pour-
quoi, cette révélation, un an
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apres, alors que Giiney n’a tou-
jours pas reconnu les faits ?

Certains ont fait le lien entre la
lutte interne que se livrent le
gouvernement AKP et le réseau
religieux Giilen, au sein de la
police et des services de sécurité.
L’implication des Gulenistes
dans les meurtres est, en tout cas,
la theése défendue par certains
hauts responsables du PKK, et ce
assez tot : Murat Karayilan, dées
le printemps 2013, y avait dénon-
cé la main de la confrérie, ancien-

nement alliée a I’AKP et deve-
nue, entre temps, son pire enne-
mi. Le 19 janvier 2014, la co-pré-
sidence de I'Union démocratique
des communautés du Kurdistan
(KCK) a clairement accusé la
confrérie Giilen d’étre impliquée
dans les assassinats, en plus des
services du MIT, avant la ruptu-
re entre Erdogan et Fethullah
Giilen, et les fuites et révélations
qui se succedent en cascade en ce
début d’année seraient un des
effets du conflit politique interne
qui secoue la Turquie.

IRAN :

DES PRISONNIERS EN GREVE DE LA FAIM SONT DANS UN ETAT CRITIQUE

lusieurs prisonniers
kurdes observent une
greve de la faim depuis
plus de 60 jours, afin de
protester contre la peine
de mort a laquelle ils sont
condamnés ainsi que contre leurs
conditions de détention.

Jamshid et Jahangir Dehghani,
Hamed Ahmadi et Kama;
Molayyee ont cessé toute alimen-
tation depuis le 4 novembre, ne
buvant que de l’eau, refusant
toute alimentation par intravei-
neuse. Ils sont a présent dans un
état critique et perdent réguliere-
ment connaissance. Selon la
Human Rights Activists News
Agency (HRANA) les autorités
de la prison ont ordonné l'injec-
tion de sérum sous la contrainte.

Ils ont été condamnés a mort par
la 28e chambre de la Cour révo-
lutionnaire de Téhéran le 14
novembre 2010 sous le chef
d’accusation d’étre « ennemi de
Dieu » et d’apporter la « corrup-
tion sur terre », ce qui leur a valu
la peine capitale.

Les prisonniers avaient été arré-
tés en 2009 avec six autres, peu
de temps apres une visite du
Guide Ali Khamenei dans la pro-
vince du Kurdistan. Les dix
Kurdes s’étaient rassemblés
devant la mosquée pour protes-
ter scontre les propos du régime
contre les musulmans sunnites.

En décembre 2010, six avaient
été exécutés sous les charges de
« trafic de drogue et viols ».
D’apres les organisations de

défense des droits de I’homme
en Iran, extorquer sous la torture
des aveux de crimes de droit
commun permet de discréditer
les prisonniers politiques. Les
proces n’avaient duré qu’une
dizaine de minutes et ont eu lieu
sans présence d'un avocat.

Sedigh Mohammedi et Hadi
Hosseini, qui suivaient aussi la
méme greve de la faim, ’ont ces-
sée le 28 décembre, apres que
leur peine de mort a été annulée.
Selon Amnesty International, la
Cour supréme a statué en raison
de I’état de santé mentale des
deux hommes et a ordonné un
nouveau proces.

D’aprés Amnesty International,
plus de 40 personnes ont été exé-
cutées en Iran depuis le début de
I’année.

DROITS DE L'HOMME :

RAPPORT ANNUEL DE HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH

uman Rights Watch a
publié son rapport
annuel sur I’état des
droits de I’homme dans
le monde en 2013.

Turquie

Le gouvernement a fait des pas
importants dans un processus de
paix avec les Kurdes, annongant
au début 2013 des négociations

avec le leader du PKK, Abdullah
Ocalan, se traduisant par un ces-
sez-le-feu.

Par contre, la Turquie continue
de poursuivre ses journalistes en
2013 et plusieurs dizaines d’entre
eux sont toujours sous les ver-
rous. 44 journalistes et personnes
travaillant pour différents media
et 20 d’entre eux en détention

depuis décembre 2011, accusés
d’étre liés a I'Union des commu-
nautés du Kurdistan (KCK),
interdite en Turquie car accusée
de liens organiques avec le PKK.

Les réformes entreprises en 2013
n’ont pas amélioré le sort des
milliers de citoyens accusés
d’« appartenance a une organisa-
tion terroristes » en vertu de
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l'article 314 du code pénal, pour
avoir simplement participé a des
activités militantes pacifistes, ce
que permet un usage abusif des
lois anti-terrorisme en Turquie.
Des centaines d’activistes poli-
tiques kurdes, des maires élus,
des parlementaires, des cadres
du Parti de la paix et de la démo-
cratie (BDP) ont effectué de longs
séjours en prison, certains plus
de 4 ans et demi, alors qu’ils
étaient jugés pour appartenance
au KCK.

Les victimes des brutalités poli-
cieres, des violences de la part
des militaires et des agents de
I’Etat peinent a ce que justice
leur soit rendue. Si la prescrip-
tion a été levée en avril 2013
concernant les cas de torture, elle
est toujours de 20 ans pour les
exécutions extra-judiciaires, de
qui souléve des inquiétudes au
sujet des disparitions et des
meurtres survenues dans les
régions kurdes dans les années
1990.

En juin 2013, le bureau du procu-
reur de Diyarbakir s’est déclaré
incompétent pour le dossier de
l’attaque des villageois de
Roboski-Uludere par 'armée de
I'air turque en décembre 2011,
qui a fait 34 victimes, mineures
pour la plupart. Le dossier a été
envoyé au procureur militaire,
mais 1’absence d’enquéte sérieu-
se fait craindre que toute cette
affaire soit enterrée.

En septembre 2013, la Cour de
cassation a décidé d’annuler le
verdict rendu en janvier 2007 a
I’encontre des assassins du jour-
naliste arménien Hrant Dink,
pour raisons de procédure. HRW
souligne 1’absence d’enquéte
poussée sur la responsabilité de

I'Etat, voire d’implication, dans
cet assassinat.

Iran :

Depuis les élections de juin 2013,
certains prisonniers politiques
ont été libérés mais de nombreux
militants de la société civile res-
tent emprisonnés, pour des
motifs politiques.

L’Iran continue d’exécuter des
condamnés a un rythme soute-
nu. Pour I'année 2013, 16 per-
sonnes ont été pendues pour
« inimitié envers Dieu » ou avoir
« répandu la corruption sur
terre », car accusées d’apparte-
nance a des groupes d’opposi-
tion armée, ou bien en « repré-
sailles », tel le cas de ces 8
Baloutches exécutés apres la
mort d"une dizaine de gardes sur
la frontieére Iran-Pakistan. Des
dizaines d’autres attendent dans
les couloirs de la mort pour « ter-
rorisme », aprés des proces
iniques visant les activités poli-
tiques. Des Iraniens appartenant
a la minorité arabe sont ainsi
accusés d’attaques envers les
forces de sécurité. Quant aux
Kurdes, 40 d’entre eux ont été
condamnés pour terrorisme, soit
en raison de leur engagement
politique ou religieux (sunnite)
et ils attendent leur exécution.

De fagon générale, la politique
de I'Iran envers ses minorités ne
s’est pas du tout améliorée.
Principaux groupes visés : les
Kurdes, les Azéris, les Arabes et
les Baloutches.

Kurdistan d’Irak :

Le Gouvernement régional du
Kurdistan d’Irak a voté une loi
contre les violence domestiques
en 2011, mais peu de choses ont
été faites pour en appliquer les
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dispositions et lutter contre la
violence familiales et les crimes
d’honneur. Des dizaines de vic-
times féminines ont été maltrai-
tées ou tuées par des membres
de leur famille. Les ONG locales
se plaignent de 1’absence de tri-
bunaux spéciaux pour juger les
auteurs de violences intra-fami-
liales. Elles réclament aussi le
recrutement supplémentaire
d’officiers de police féminins et
d’agents de sécurité formés a ces
questions et au fait des nouvelles
lois.

Syrie :

Selon le bureau des Nations
unies chargé des Affaires huma-
nitaires (OCHA) 4, 25 millions de
Syriens ont fui leur pays. L’aide
humanitaire peine a arriver sur
place en raison des sieges mili-
taires imposés a la fois par le
gouvernement et 'opposition
armée. Le régime continue de
refuser I'ouverture de ses fron-
tieres aux équipes médicales et
humanitaires et I’Armée syrien-
ne de libération a échoué a
garantir leur sécurité.

Sur place, les attaques contre les
médecins et le personnel de soin
n’ont pas faible et sur les 88 hopi-
taux syriens, 32 ont dit fermer.
Les forces gouvernementales ont
emprisonné, torturé et tué des
centaines de membres du per-
sonnel médical et ont délibéré-
ment attaqué leurs véhicules et
ambulances.

Un récent rapport du Conseil des
droits de 'homme (CDH) a
conclu que « le refus de soins
médicaux utilisé comme une
arme de guerre est une réalité
particuliere et glacante de la
guerre en Syrie. »

SSSSSS>>>
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CANADA:

UN KURDE A L’ORIGINE DU PREMIER C(EUR ARTIFICIEL

ofy Mussivand dirige le

Programme d’appareils

cardio-vasculaires de

I'Institut de cardiologie

de "université
d’Ottawa. Il est I'inventeur d’une
pompe cardiaque artificielle, en
plus d’autres inventions médico-
technologiques, a publié plus de
250 livres et articles et a recu de
nombreux prix scientifiques tout
au long de sa carriere. Un orga-
nisme américain ’avait méme
sélectionné pour figurer au rang
des 7 cerveaux plus brillants de
la planete.

Né il y a 71 ans dans le petit vil-
lage kurde de Varkaneh, pres de
Hamadan, Tofy Mussivand a
commencé par étre berger dans
les montagnes du Kurdistan ira-
nien. Son village ne possédait

qu'une école religieuse ou il
apprit d’abord le coran et a lire le
persan.

Devant sa curiosité et son gott
pour les sciences son peére, un
Kurde originaire d’Irak, 1'inscrit
finalement a I’école de la ville ol
il obtint son diplome d’études
secondaires, et puis revint au vil-
lage en tant qu’instituteur, ot,
dit-il, « j’étais a la fois le profes-
seur, le principal et le concier-
ge ».

Mais voulant étudier davantage,
Tofy Mussivand partit pour
Téhéran et commencga des études
d’ingénieur. Apres avoir obtenu
un master d’ingénieur agricole, il
écrit a l'auteur du manuel
d’études qu’il avait le plus
apprécié et celui-ci, un Canadien,

lui permit de venir étudier a
I'université d’Alberta, muni
d’une bourse.

Interviewé par Rudaw,
Mussivand affirme que son
« héritage kurde » 1’a influencé
de facon significative au cours de
sa carriere et souhaite que plus
d’occasions soient données a des
« cerveaux » kurdes d’étre recon-
nus dans le monde et le message
qu’il adresse aux jeunes Kurdes
est de ne « jamais renoncer » :
« Ne dites pas « je suis pauvre, je
suis kurde et je n’ai aucune chan-
ce. Je n’ai jamais cru que le
manque d’argent pouvait
m’arréter. Il y a eu un moment,
dans ma vie, o1 je n’avais pas un
morceau de pain a manger, mais
cela ne m’a pas arrété.
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LES SYRIENS DANS
LI’EQUATION KURDE

La guerre en Syrie a jeté sur les routes des Kurdes de la région de
I’ouest de la Syrie venus se réfugier chez leurs fréres d’Irak.

(Estelle des Dorides)

Camp de 15 000 réfugiés kurdes syriens de Kawergosk, au Kurdistan irakien.

Kawergosk)
www.la-croix.com

. es trombes d’eau ont transformé le
camp de réfugiés de Kawergosk en
patinoire. Chaussés de bottes en plastique,
des enfants pataugent en riant dans la boue,
d’autres font leur possible pour se maintenir
en équilibre. Les adultes pestent contre les
autorités régionales du nord de I'Irak pour
ne pas avoir encore bétonné les allées de ce
camp de réfugiés kurdes de Syrie.

« Les travaux sont prévus, il faut simple-
ment nous laisser un peu de temps. Nous
avons installé ce camp en urgence, il y a
seulement quatre mois que la mairie a
appelé les autorités du gouvernement
régional du Kurdistan pour dire que plus de
5 000 personnes arrivaient », explique
Omed Babashekh, directeur du camp, en
guise d’excuses. En aoft, plus de 12 000
réfugiés kurdes étaient déja passés de la
région kurde de Syrie a la région autonome
kurde d’Irak, venant principalement de la
région de Qamichli, dans le gouvernorat de
Hassaké.

15 000 KURDES SYRIENS AU CAMP
DE KAWERGOSK

Dans le camp, chaque famille possede une

tente équipée d’un réservoir d’eau, de cou-
vertures et d’un chauffage au pétrole. « Au
début, I'armée a fourni les plats chauds.
Ensuite, on a distribué des plaques chauf-
fantes pour que les femmes puissent faire
elles-mémes leur cuisine, poursuit Omed
Babashekh. Les enfants vont a 1’école, les
cours sont assurés en arabe par des réfugiés,
car le kurde n’était pas enseigné dans les
écoles syriennes. Les livres viennent de
Syrie, parce qu’on ne les trouve plus a Erbil,
ou l’arabe n’est plus enseigné. »

Situé aux abords du village de Kawergosk,
a une trentaine de kilometres a I’ouest de la
capitale économique et administrative du
Kurdistan irakien, le camp abrite aujour-
d’hui plus de 15 000 personnes. Des travaux
sont en cours pour en augmenter la capac-
ité d’accueil. Car, au fur et a mesure que les
combats s’intensifient dans la région kurde
de Syrie, de plus en plus de familles partent
se réfugier chez leurs freres irakiens. Les
affrontements opposent, d’'un c6té, les par-
tis kurdes syriens entre eux, de 'autre, les
Kurdes contre les groupes islamistes liés a
Al-Qaida.

LES KURDES IRAKIENS, D’ANCIENS
REFUGIES EN SYRIE

Abdel Kawi Ibrahim, originaire de la
province de Hassaké, a fui avec sa femme et
ses quatre enfants les violences des groupes
islamistes d’Al-Qaida. « On a eu peur, on
est parti. » En Syrie, il travaillait dans 'in-

dustrie du pétrole et du gaz. « Je gagnais
bien ma vie, dit-il. Aujourd’hui, j’atteins a
peine 20 000 dinars par jour (13 €) en
réparant les télévisions du camp. » Du tra-
vail, il en a, car chaque tente dispose d’une
antenne satellite. « La télévision est indis-
pensable pour les enfants, surtout quand il
pleut, on ne sait pas commentles occuper
autrement. »

Apparemment, les réfugiés et les habitants
du village cohabitent sans trop de prob-
léme. « On se met a leur place, explique le
directeur du camp. En 1991, nous aussi
nous avons connu l’exil quand Saddam
Hussein nous a attaqués. Les Kurdes de
Syrie et d’Iran nous avaient alors accueillis
chez eux. La premiére nuit de leur arrivée,
les femmes du village ont cuisiné pour
nourrir les familles et le camp a été bati sur
un terrain qui appartient a la commune. »

Toutefois, les rations de nourriture dis-
tribuées par les autorités du camp et la
Fondation Barzani ne suffisent pas. « On en
a marre de manger tous les jours du riz et
des lentilles, on n’est pas habitué a cette
nourriture », se plaint une mere de famille,
qui a pu se procurer des ceufs, des épinards
et autres légumes verts.

LES HOMMES EN QUETE DE
TRAVAIL

Les hommes du camp sont tous a la
recherche de petits boulots. Un bureau des
embauches a ouvert. Des réfugiés pro-
posent leurs services selon leur spécialité
pour participer aux travaux d’extension et
d’amélioration du camp. Les contrats sont
d’'un mois seulement pour que tous les
hommes du camp puissent en bénéficier,
chacun a leur tour.

D’autres ont trouvé un job sur les nom-
breux chantiers de construction de la capi-
tale. Ils logent a plusieurs dans des habita-
tions fournies par I’employeur et reviennent
en fin de semaine voir leur famille dans le
camp. C’est le cas du mari de Samia, ouvri-
er a Erbil. La jeune femme est mere de
jumelles, Evin et Ivda, dgées de 1 an. En
I’absence de son mari, elle a improvisé
devant sa tente une épicerie ou elle vend des
légumes, des friandises, de la lessive, des
produits achetés dans le village afin
d’améliorer le quotidien. Deux jeunes ont
ouvert un salon de coiffure pour hommes
d’ou retentissent les décibels d’'une radio
syrienne.

DES REFUGIES DE PLUS EN PLUS
NOMBREUX ET PAUVRES

« Le nombre des réfugiés syriens ne cesse
d’augmenter et ceux qui arrivent sont de
plus en plus pauvres, explique Bayman, un
jeune d’Erbil volontaire dans le camp. Il est
difficile de contrdler qui entrent en Irak. Ily
a neuf mois, le gouvernement régional =
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= avait installé un pont sur le Tigre pour
faire transiter 1’aide humanitaire, cOté
syrien. Mais le Parti de 'union démocra-
tique (PYD) - principal parti kurde de
Syrie, affilié au Parti des travailleurs du
Kurdistan (PKK), le mouvement marxiste
lancé en Turquie par Abdullah Ocalan — a
pris le controle du pont et prélevait des
taxes sur I’aide humanitaire. »

Le gouvernement régional du Kurdistan,
dirigé par le Parti démocratique du
Kurdistan (PDK) de Massoud Barzani, a
alors fermé le pont. Mais les réfugiés ont
continué a s’amasser, chaque jour plus
nombreux, espérant sa réouverture, qui
s’est effectivement produite. Aujourd’hui,
quatre camps au Kurdistan irakien abritent
pres de 185 000 Syriens, sans compter tous
ceux qui ont choisi de se débrouiller par
eux-meémes.

C’est le cas de deux copains, Sabir et
Hassan. Deux jeunes Kurdes de 20 ans.
Originaires de Qamichli, ils étaient étudi-
ants a Damas. Depuis plus d’un an, ils ser-
vent dans un des nombreux cafés du centre
commercial Family Mall d’Erbil. « La plu-
part des employés sont syriens. On leur
cotlite moins cher et nous, ¢a nous permet
d’envoyer de l'argent a la famille »,
explique Sabir.

LA QUESTION SYRIENNE

A la pause, ils se retrouvent a plusieurs
autour d’un café pour discuter de la situa-
tion en Syrie et des tentatives de Massoud
Barzani pour fédérer les nombreux groupes
kurdes syriens. Une tentative jusque-la
vouée a I’échec. Un premier accord avait
permis de les réunir au sein d’'un comité
supréme composé de cinq membres issus
des seize partis kurdes et de cinq personnes
du PYD.

« L’objectif était de s’entendre sur une
armée commune, des frontieres et une
stratégie économique », explique Hamid
Ahmad Darbandi, vice-ministre chargé de
ce dossier a la présidence du Kurdistan
d’'Irak. Mais le PYD semble vouloir faire
cavalier seul. Il a, depuis, annoncé que la
région du Kurdistan (syrien) serait divisée
en trois provinces autonomes: celle de
Kobani (dans le centre), celle d’Afrine
(dans 'ouest) et celle de Qamichli (dans
Pest). « Le but n’est pas de faire sécession,
mais les Kurdes demandent un systéme
fédéral en Syrie », indiquait récemment
Salih Muslim, responsable du PYD.

Aux yeux d’Abdelhakim Bachar, président
du Conseil national du Kurdistan syrien
(CNKS), qui se rendra a la réunion de
Geneve 2, le 22 janvier 2014, «le PYD n’est
qu'un satellite du gouvernement syrien. Il
travaille pour Bachar. »

« Les dissensions et manceuvres entre par-
tis kurdes de Syrie sont affligeantes, estime

Sabir qui, bien que kurde, se sent d’abord
syrien et qui soutient I'idée d’un Etat
fédéral en Syrie. On a déja connu la dic-
tature de Bachar, on ne veut pas passer sous
la coupe d'un autre homme autoritaire
comme Barzani, on veut rester au sein
d’une Syrie libre. »

LES DIFFERENTS STATUTS DES
KURDES

En Irak, les 4,5 millions de Kurdes ont
connu une relative stabilité depuis la fin de
la guerre du Golfe en 1991. La
Constitution irakienne de 2005, élaborée
alors que 'armée américaine controlait le
pays, leur a donné un statut d’autonomie.

En Syrie, 1,6 million de Kurdes, marginal-
isés par le régime de Bachar Al Assad,
pourraient, du fait de la guerre, obtenir un
certain degré d’autonomie.

En Iran, rien ne change pour les 7 millions
de Kurdes. S’ils ont des droits attachés a
leur statut de minorité, ils sont sous étroite
surveillance du régime.

En Turquie, les Kurdes (14 a 17 millions)
sont en négociation avec le gouvernement
turc pour un élargissement de leurs droits.e
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Pipeline Bombing Halts

Kirkuk-Ceyhan Oil Flow

med in a press conference the
arrival of crude oil from the
Kurdistan Region in Turkish
storage hubs.

“The flow of crude oil from
Iraq has begun. It is being sto-
red. It will not be exported

rudaw.net

RBIL, Kurdistan

Region— An explosion that
targeted a major pipeline in
Saladin province on Thursday
has halted the flow of oil to the
Turkish port of Ceyhan, officials
said.

“Oil pumping operations

Iraqi officials

without the consent of the Iragi
government,” said Yildiz.

say that in 2013 According to the Turkish
the Kirkuk- minister, oil flows at 300-
Ceyhan pipeline | 400,000 bpd, but that it would
has been

attacked more
than 50 times.
Photo: AP

be held until Baghdad and Erbil
have reached a final agreement
on oil exports.

Meanwhile, after a meeting
between Kurdistan Region

stopped from the Kirkuk oil-

Prime Minister Nechirvan

fields to the Turkish port of
Ceyhan after it was subjected to
an act of sabotage at 6:00 pm on
Thursday near the Baiji refi-
nery,” Kirkuk Now website
quoted a North Oil Company
official as saying.

Baiji 45 kilometers north of
Tikrit has been a hotbed of
Sunni insurgents in the past
decade. Iraqi officials say that in
2013 the Kirkuk- Ceyhan pipe-
line had been attacked more
than 50 times.

Citing unnamed sources,

Reuters reported last month
that Baghdad had raised its
flow of oil through the Kirkuk-
Cehyan to lessen the capacity of
Kurdish oil export to Turkey.
Thursday’s attack came
hours after Turkish Energy
Minister Taner Yildiz confir-

Barzani and his Iraqi counter-
part, Nuri al-Maliki in Baghdad
last month, both sides said they
were optimistic about finalizing
an agreement in the coming
days. O
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LE PUZZLE ,DISPERSE DE
I’IDENTITE IRAKIENNE

Pour les Kurdes, I’Irak n’est plus qu’une fiction et, si le principe d’une fédération ne parvient pas
a s’imposer, I’identité kurde saura s’organiser.

AGNES ROTIVEL (a Erbil)
www.la-croix.com

ttablé dans I'un des nombreux cafés a

I’occidentale qui essaiment dans toute
la ville d’Erbil, Qassim Khidhir, journaliste
indépendant, raconte son dernier passage a la
frontiere en Allemagne, alors qu’il venait ren-
dre visite a son frére : « Arrivé devant le
douanier, il a pris mon passeport irakien, m’a
regardé d’un drdle d’air et m’a soumis a une
litanie de questions. Je voyais dans ses yeux
défiler les images de kamikazes, d’explosions,
d’attentats, d’islamistes et par la méme occa-
sion d’Al-Qaida. Pour calmer le jeu, j’ai
expliqué que j’étais kurde et que je venais du
Kurdistan d’Irak, ce qui est différent de 1'Irak.
Mais autant précher dans le désert, le
Kurdistan pour lui n’existait pas. “Irak”, c’est
un nom tres lourd & porter. J’ai honte de ce
passeport, c’est une véritable malédiction de
voyager avec. »

I’ARABE N’EST PLUS ENSEIGNE
DANS LES ECOLES KURDES

Le statut actuel d’autonomie accordé par la
Constitution de 2005 au Kurdistan n’enléve
pas aux Kurdes la nationalité irakienne,
méme si le Kurdistan dispose par ailleurs de
ses propres frontieres, de son armée, de son
drapeau — trois bandes horizontales rouge,
blanche et verte, orné d’un soleil a 21 branch-
es. Ce dernier date des années 1920. II est
apparu pendant la lutte pour 'indépendance
kurde contre ’Empire ottoman, avant de
devenir le drapeau de 1’éphémere République
de Mahabad, c’est-a-dire du Kurdistan
iranien, dont la révolte a été durement
réprimée par le Chah d’Iran en 1946.

Dans la vie de tous les jours, les Kurdes se
sont affranchis du reste de I'Irak. IIs parlent le
kurde, I’arabe n’est plus enseigné dans leurs
écoles, au point de poser des problemes de
communication avec la population arabe
réfugiée au Kurdistan.

Leurs yeux sont tournés vers la Turquie, syn-
onyme de prospérité et de modernité, alors
que [I'Irak les renvoie a une histoire
douloureuse dont ils ne veulent plus faire par-
tie. « L'Irak est un Etat déchu, faible, recon-
nait un diplomate a Erbil. Et les Kurdes ne
s’en réjouissent pas forcément, car les actions
de déstabilisation représentent un risque de
contagion pour eux. »

« Si demain on me demande de choisir entre
la nationalité kurde ou irakienne, conclut

Qassim, je n’aurai aucun état d’ame. Pour moi
I'Trak, c’est terminé, ce pays n’existe plus. »
Les identités religieuses remplacent I'identité
nationale

Barzan Yassin est originaire de Sulemanieh.
Dans le passé, il fut forcé a 1’exil parce qu’il
était kurde. Pour lui, I’identité irakienne a été
inventée, créée de toutes pieces par les puis-
sances occidentales, apres la Premiere Guerre
mondiale. « Aujourd’hui, I'identité nationale
irakienne est morte. Elle a été remplacée par
des identités religieuses, chiite, sunnite, chréti-
enne, yazidi, shabak, etc. », poursuit cet eth-
nomusicologue.

Les Kurdes veulent-ils pour autant faire séces-
sion 7« Je pense que beaucoup de Kurdes sont
pour un Irak fédéral, mais si la Constitution
qui nous accorde I’autonomie n’est pas respec-
tée, ce sera la séparation, le Kurdistan fera
sécession. Il n’y aura pas d’autre choix, s’il n'y
a pas de paix stable, reconnait Barzan Yassin.
Dans la situation ou se trouve le Kurdistan,
pris entre une Syrie en guerre, une dictature
iranienne et la guerre au sud de ses frontiéres
en Irak, notre avenir est fragile. »

Bayman Abdulrahman Shawqi, qui n’a pas
loin de 30 ans, a beaucoup réfléchi a cette
question : « Notre identité est en construction.
De plus en plus, les historiens kurdes
cherchent a reconstruire “I’histoire perdue”
des Kurdes, parce que celle-ci est principale-
ment orale et parce que notre histoire a tou-
jours été racontée par nos ennemis. »

« LES CHRETIENS GARDENT
LA PASSION DE L’IRAK »

La premiere étape décisive dans la « construc-
tion » de cette identité est, selon lui, la créa-
tion en 1991 de la zone d’exclusion aérienne
défendue par les Américains, les Britanniques
et les Francais pour empécher les bombarde-
ments de Saddam Hussein sur le Kurdistan. «
Elle a mis fin a notre peur d’étre assimilés par
les pays de la région. La seconde étape est

De jeunes activistes
irakiens se forment
au dialogue entre les
communautés, lors
d'un séminaire
organisé par 'ONG
Pax Christi, a
Ankawa, au
Kurdistan irakien.
(Estelle des Dorides)

venue avec la création de la région autonome
du Kurdistan, contenue dans la Constitution
de 2005. »

L’identité kurde a toujours existé, ajoute 1'in-
tellectuel Omar Moshen, c’est un peuple, une
langue, un héritage culturel. S’ajoute aujour-
d’hui, le désir qu'une population dispersée
éprouve de vivre ensemble.

Les rares a s’accrocher encore a I'idée d’un
Etat irakien, ce sont les minorités, et partic-
uliérement les chrétiens. Mgr Bachar Warda,
évéque chaldéen du diocése d’Erbil, en est
convaincu: « Les chrétiens gardent la passion
de I'Irak, ils le pensent encore comme un
pays, une nation. Ils savent sans doute que ce
n’est plus qu’un réve. Mais qu’on le veuille ou
non, il y a encore un drapeau irakien. »

UNE HISTOIRE AGITEE

11 septembre 1961 : les Kurdes se soulévent en
Irak. En 1964, un cessez-le-feu est signé. Il est
refusé par une partie du mouvement kurde. La
révolte reprend en 1965.

11 mars 1970: accord kurdo-irakien sur ’au-
tonomie du Kurdistan. En mars 1974, Bagdad
promulgue unilatéralement une « loi sur 1’au-
tonomie du Kurdistan », rejetée par les
Kurdes. La révolte reprend.

17-18 mars 1988: Saddam Hussein ordonne a
son armée d’utiliser I'arme chimique contre la
ville kurde d’Halabja, faisant entre 3 200 et 5
000 morts.

1991 : 1a mise en place d’une zone d’exclusion
aérienne, décidée par le Conseil de sécurité de
I’ONU, empéche ’aviation irakienne d’atta-
quer la région kurde.

2003: renversement de Saddam Hussein.
Installation d’un nouveau régime par les
Etats-Unis.

2005:Jalal Talabani, ancien chef rebelle
kurde, devient président de 1'Irak. &
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Turquie: la justice libére les trois derniers
députés kurdes de prison

ANKARA, 04 janvier 2014 (AFP)

LA JUSTICE turque a décidé samedi de libérer de prison trois députés kur-
des soupgonnés de liens avec la rébellion du Parti des travailleurs du
Kurdistan (PKK), au lendemain d'un arrét similaire concernant deux autres
parlementaires kurdes, a-t-on indiqué de source judiciaire.

Kemal Aktas, Selma Irmak et Faysal Sariyildiz seront libérés "dans la journée"
des pénitenciers de Mardin et de Diayarbakir, deux villes du sud-est kurde de
Turquie, a-t-on souligné de méme source.

Vendredi soir, deux autres députés, Ibrahim Ayhan et Giilser Yildirim, ont été
relachés de prison.

Ces cing personnes sont toutes des élus du Parti de la paix et de la démocratie
(BDP, pro-kurde) qui se trouvaient en détention provisoire depuis leur arrestation
en 2010 pour liens supposeés avec le PKK.

La Cour constitutionnelle a jugé leur détention trop longue.

Les parlementaires pro-kurdes estimaient que leur maintien en détention nuit au
processus de paix engagé en 2012 entre Ankara et le PKK pour mettre fin a l'in-
surrection du mouvement armé kurde, qui a codté la vie a 45.000 personnes
depuis 1984.

Ces pourparlers se trouvent dans Iimpasse. Le PKK a suspendu en septembre
le retrait de ses combattants du sol turc entamé quelques mois plus t6t, jugeant
que le gouvernement islamo-conservateur ne respectait ses promesses de
réformes en leur faveur.

Le mois dernier, la Cour constitutionnelle avait déja ordonné pour les mémes
motifs la libération d'un député du principal parti d'opposition, en détention depuis
plus de quatre ans dans le cadre d'une affaire de complot contre le gouverne-
ment.

La Turquie est frequemment épinglée par la Cour européenne des droits de

I'Homme pour outrepasser la durée tolérable des détentions provisoires.

7 janvier 2014

Le Kurdistan irakien
tisse des liens étroits

avec Ankara en lui

livrant pétrole et gaz

Par Jean-Michel Bezat

ichkhabour, lieu perdu a la

frontiere de la Turquie et du
Kurdistan irakien, est devenu un
symbole pour les Kurdes d'Irak :
c'est en effet au niveau de cette
station de pompage que I'oléoduc
venu du gisement pétrolier de
Tak Tak, au sud d'Erbil, siege du
gouvernement régional du
Kurdistan (GRK), rejoint le grand
pipeline Kirkouk-Ceyhan pour
livrer le pétrole sur les marchés
mondiaux.

Jusqu'a présent, seul le brut du
Sud irakien était acheminé vers le
port turc de Ceyhan par cet oléo-
duc. En novembre, le GRK a con-
clu un accord d'exportation de
pétrole et de gaz avec la Turquie
et, depuis la fin décembre, cette
région autonome exporte ses bar-
ils vers son grand voisin du Nord
par cet oléoduc, malgré le conflit
qui l'oppose au pouvoir central de
Bagdad sur la répartition des
revenus pétroliers.

Ce conflit interne a 1'Irak a incité

Ankara a une certaine prudence
pour ne pas froisser Bagdad. « Le
flux de brut entre 1'Trak et Ceyhan
adémarré et il est stocké dans des
citernes », a déclaré le ministre
turc de I'énergie en annoncant la
mise en service du « pipe ». Mais
Taner Yildiz a immédiatement
précisé que ces premiers barils ne
seraient pas vendus sur les
marchés internationaux sans le
feu vert du gouvernement
irakien, qui insiste pour controler
directement toutes les exporta-
tions de pétrole et de gaz de son
territoire. Ankara joue méme les
« M. Bons-Offices » pour favoris-
er le reglement du différend
pétrolier entre Bagdad et Erbil.

FORTE DEPENDANCE A LA
RUSSIE ET L'IRAN

Le gouvernement turc y a intérét.
Au carrefour des voies d'achem-
inement des grands pays produc-
teurs d'hydrocarbures (Russie,
Azerbaidjan, Kazakhstan,
Turkménistan, Iran et Irak) et
aux portes de I'Europe, la
Turquie a deux préoccupations.
La premiére est de renforcer la
sécurité de ses approvision-

« Le flux de brut entre I'Irak et Ceyhan a démarré et il
est stocké dans des citernes », a déclaré le ministre turc
de I'énergie, Taner Yildiz.

nements
énergétiques. Le pays, qui
importe 92 % de son pétrole et 98
% de son gaz, est en effet trop
dépendant de la Russie et de
I'Iran. Plus de pétrole kurde est
donc bienvenu.

Mais la Turquie, qui possede pres
de 20 o000 kilometres de
pipelines, veut également con-
firmer sa position de « hub »
énergétique par lequel transite
une partie des hydrocarbures
d'Asie centrale et du Moyen-
Orient destinés a 1'Europe. Cela
renforce son poids politique
grandissant dans la région et lui
assure des rentrées de devises.
De nombreux oléoducs ou gazo-
ducs (Blue Stream depuis la
Russie, le BTC  depuis
I'Azerbaidjan...) arrivent déja en
Turquie, méme si Nabucco, le
projet de gazoduc défendu par
I'Union européenne, est mal en
point.

L'oléoduc venu d'Irak qui
débouche a Ceyhan — loin d'étre
utilisé a sa pleine capacité de 1,5
million de barils par jour — est
une autre porte d'entrée impor-

tante. Le branchement en prove-
nance des gisements kurdes
pourrait dans un premier temps
accroitre le débit de 300 000 bar-
ils et renforcer le role stratégique
de la Turquie. Fort d'une situa-
tion sécuritaire bien meilleure
que dans les régions sunnite et
chiite d'Trak, le GRK voit plus
grand : estimant ses réserves d'or
noir a 45 milliards de barils (et de
3 000 a 6 000 milliards de
meétres cubes de gaz), il pense
pouvoir exporter plus de 3 mil-
lions de barils par jour vers la
Turquie a partir de 2019.

Il y a quelques années, seules de
petites compagnies se risquaient
a forer au Kurdistan, rappelait
récemment au Monde le premier
ministre kurde. « Aujourd'hui,
tous les grands noms du secteur
sont la : ExxonMobil, Total,
Chevron, Gazprom », se félicite
Netchirvan Barzani. Et la
Turquie, rappelle-t-il, a été « le
premier pays a manifester son
intérét pour nos ressources ». W




Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

January 6, 2014

As Iraq spirals, the Kurds
take advantage

Josh Wood
www.globalpost.com

RBIL, Iraq — As sectarian violence in

Iraq reaches new heights and threa-
tens to return the country to civil war, the
semi-autonomous Kurdish north could be
set to capitalize on the instability.

An estimated 6,818 people were killed
in Iraq's violence last year, according to
Agence-France Presse, making 2013 the
deadliest year since 2008.

Rarely a day passes in Iraq without an
attack adding to the body count.

“Maybe it will go to civil war,” said
Jafaar Mustafa Ali, the minister of Iraqi
Kurdistan’s armed forces, the Peshmerga.
“Day after day, the violence can make it
bigger.”

After a long history of subjugation at
the hands of others, many of the Middle
East’s 30 million or so Kurds spread across
Iraq, Iran, Turkey and Syria dream of an
independent state. In Iraq, where the
Kurds have established the greatest level of
freedom so far, the Kurdistan Regional
Government is taking steps to lessen
dependence on Iraq's central government.
While pushing for greater autonomy, this
does not necessarily mean agitating for
independence, at least not now.

If the situation in the rest of Iraq
decays further, the weakening of the cen-
tral government could help the country’s
Kurds gain the edge in longstanding terri-
torial disputes and curtail Baghdad’s abi-
lity to counter pushes for greater auto-
nomy.

Under the Iraqi constitution, Iraq’s oil
revenues are meant to pass through
Baghdad with the Kurds allocated a 17 per-
cent portion of profits based on the ethnic
group’s population size. Right now, the
Kurdistan Regional Government relies on
that money for nearly all of its budget. But
this could change in the near future.

A new oil pipeline between Iraqi
Kurdistan and Turkey could bypass
Baghdad and gives the Kurds an indepen-
dent source of revenue. Oil began flowing
through the pipeline this week, but is being
held from world markets until a deal with
Baghdad can be agreed upon, according to
Turkey.

While much of Iraq has been trapped
in continuous cycles of violence since the
2003 US-led invasion, the Kurdish north
has been prosperous and largely sheltered
from the bloodshed. In this protected
enclave that has been under Kurdish

Iraqi Kurdish girls
carry a large Kurdistan
flag during the cele-
bration of Flag day in
the northern city of
Erbil on Dec. 17, 2013.
(Safin
Hamed/AFP/Getty
Images)

control since 1991, the Kurds have establi-
shed an entity that is a state in everything
but name. Few here consider themselves
Iraqi. Some even cover the word “Iraq” on
their car’s license plates with stickers of the
sun-emblazoned Kurdish flag. And when
they look south, many see a failure of lea-
dership in Baghdad that has sealed the fate
of the country they are tied to.

“There are fundamental flaws in the
way Iraq is governed,” said Barham Salih,
the former prime minister of Iraqi
Kurdistan and the former deputy prime
minister of the federal government in
Baghdad.

“Iraq, at the moment, is a tragic failure
sustained only by high oil prices” with a
leadership “bogged down in sectarian and
ethnic tensions” and a security apparatus
“deeply mired in corruption,” he added.

A Kurdish politician, Salih advocates
maintaining the current relationship with
federal Iraq in spite of major problems.

“We want to be part of a federal, demo-
cratic Iraq, we genuinely do, that is in our
interests,” he said. “But if [federal] Iraq
moves decidedly in another direction, we
will have to look at our options.”

While many of Iraqi Kurdistan’s offi-
cials echo Salih, publicly saying they want
to continue their relationship with
Baghdad despite longstanding disputes on
oil revenues and land, many Kurds voice
support for a split.

Speaking offhand, one senior Iraqi
Kurdistan official said the Kurds were
eagerly awaiting their “divorce” from
Baghdad.

But forming a separate state isn’t
necessarily high on their agenda.

“When the Kurds are thinking about
independence, they are thinking about
economic independence, self sufficiency,”
said Michael Knights, a fellow with the
Washington Institute for Near East Policy.

While the central government’s atten-

tions are currently focused on combatting
a Sunni Arab insurgency, the Kurds are
now also potentially able to assert more
control over territory claimed by both
sides, such as the oil-rich city of Kirkuk.
Baghdad is “so distracted by insurgency
that they have probably taken their eyes off
of the disputed territories temporarily or at
least partially,” said John Drake, an Iraq
specialist with risk management firm AKE.

Last year the Peshmerga and central
government forces were involved in several
tense standoffs in disputed territories. In
one incident, the forces clashed in the town
of Tuz Khurmatu, leaving one dead.

The destabilization of federal Iraq is
made even more threatening by the
conflict’s growing relationship with the
civil war raging next door in Syria. In
recent months, once rare violence has arri-
ved in Iraqi Kurdistan.

On Sept. 29, a series of bombs hit Erbil,
killing six. The attacks were the first in six
years to hit Iraqi Kurdistan’s capital and
were claimed by the Islamic State of Iraq
and the Levant (ISIS). Born out of Al
Qaeda in Iraq, ISIS has gained notoriety in
Syria for its effective, deadly attacks and
strict implementation of Islamic law in
areas it has captured.

In early November, two more alleged
members of the Islamic State of Iraq and
the Levant were arrested in Iraqi
Kurdistan’s Dohuk province. Authorities
there said the militants were preparing for
suicide bombing missions.

In Arab Iraq, ISIS is much more active.

In the past week, ISIS captured the city
of Fallujah, just 40 miles west of Baghdad,
as well as parts of Ramadi.

“A dangerous dynamic is Syria and
Iraq are merging into one theater of
conflict with extreme sectarian polariza-
tion associated with it,” said Salih, the for-
mer Iraqi Kurdistan prime minister. m
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Five released Kurdish
lawmakers take oath in
Turkish Parliament

ANKARA - Anadolu Agency
www hurriyetdailynews.com

Five lawmakers who were recently relea-
sed from prison took their Parliamentary
oaths in Ankara on Jan. 7.

The Peace and Democracy Party (BDP)
Sanhurfa deputy Ibrahim Ayhan, BDP
Mardin Deputy Giilser Yildirim, BDP
Sirnak deputies Selma Irmak and Faysal
Sariyildiz, as well as independent deputy
from Van Kemal Aktas have taken their

oaths in Parliament. All five deputies were
detained as part of the Kurdish
Communities Union (KCK) trial and were
elected as lawmakers in the June 2011 elec-
tions. However, they failed to take their
oaths at the time because they were being
tried under arrest.

On Jan. 3, a court in the southeastern
province of Diyarbakir released two jailed
Kurdish lawmakers, Ayhan and Yildirim,
hours after announcing a Constitutional
Court ruling on Jan. 2, which established

that the two’s lengthy detention violated
their rights. The other three lawmakers
were also released by the court in the follo-
wing days.

The Constitutional Court ruled in favor
of the complaints filed by both lawmakers
on the grounds that their detention violated
the rights of an elected person and was
excessive in duration. m

‘ ‘ 7 January 2014

Parliament voted on the official
languages Act. National anthem soon

www.investorsiraq.com/

he House voted Tuesday, the official lan-

guage Act, promised in Arabic and Kurdish
are the official languages of the country, amid
protests by deputies of the Turkomen and
Christian "Syriac".

Committee on culture and information
back the Parliamentary Committee of culture
and information, the adoption of the official
languages Act confirms the democratic Iraq
and respect for its ingredients, noting that "the
power factor and the richness and breadth of
human civilization".

Said the Chairman of the Committee on
culture and information on parliamentary
Shallah told a press conference at the head-
quarters of the Chamber of Deputies with a
number of representatives of the various natio-
nalities and attended "new morning", "we, in
the Committee, our colleagues in other parlia-
mentary committees, we have launched the
official language act in Iraq".

Shell said that "Iraq is a country of civi-
lization, and we believe that the power factor
and the richness and breadth of human civili-
zation", pointing out that "the implementation
of law, a democratic Iraq and will reaffirm its
respect for its ingredients."

The Iraqi Parliament voted on Tuesday,
during the fourth session of the second legisla-
tive term legislative year fourth official lan-
guage Bill. During a press conference held at
the Parliament building after the vote.

A good supporter, said spokesman of the
Kurdistan Alliance in the House of representa-
tives, seeking a mass so-called male chauvinist
whose orientation within the Iraqi Council of
representatives during discussion of the offi-
cial languages Act.

And OK, he is a member of the

Parliamentary Committee on culture and
information that the Kurdish language will
remain the official Arabic and that the adop-
tion of the law on languages under the
Constitution and we as Parliament are bound
by the legislation provided for in items aldsor
and the official languages Act will pave the
legal national anthem and flag as constitutio-
nal laws» that «in both Arabic and Kurdish are
the two official in the country as well as other
languages in place in areas dominated by
Turkomans, Christians».

Surprised at the good objection some
deputies to this important law and who abstai-
ned, returned not to vote on the law is unjus-
tified.

He said we found «route chauvinist ....
inside the House is reminiscent of earlier
decades, and vote on the Bill is a victory for
these sounds, adding that "law put Iraq among
the best States that deal with multilingualism
and cultural diversity.

He pointed out that "adoption of the
official languages Act comes under the appli-
cation of article IV of the Constitution, which
provides more than the official language,
Arabic, Kurdish, Syriac and Turkoman lan-
guages are official in areas where population

density of these components'».

And on differences about the good that
the law "there are parliamentarians astonished
of how Iraq's currency was printed in both
Arabic and Kurdish or passports, and there is
disagreement on the Turkmen and Syriac lan-
guages.

Referring to the absence of justification
for invoking the House surprised the currency
paper in India with 22 languages and the lan-
guages of the language used in official corres-
pondence and official documents.

The deputies said the Turkmen, that
component of the official languages Act the
Council is contrary to the Constitution and the
decision of the Federal Court.

Arshad al-Salihi said we "felt in the offi-
cial languages Act, which was given to the
Turkmen, Syriac components to speak their
language on the units that formed where the
population density is rejected by some depu-
ties who seem to have violated article 4 of the
Constitution is not familiar.

Salehi said "we would like to point out
that the official languages Act of 1931 had given
to Turkmen official address and the right to
speak with an overview of Turkmen in
Turkmenistan and the League of Nations was
imposed on Iraq and the binding condition for
recognition of convictions in both Kurdish and
Turkmen as an official language", noting that
"there are parties in the political process and
democracy are trying not to listen.

The meeting yesterday, the second inter-
rupt the iraqgiya lawmakers, with the third ses-
sion of the second legislative term of the 4th
legislative year, on Saturday, in the absence of
the deputies of iragiya Coalition to protest
against the conditions that accompany mili-
tary operations in Anbar.
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Turkey's power
struggle affects
Kurdish issue

The current political crisis in Turkey could
slow negotiations with the Kurdistan
Workers Party.

Author Wladimir van Wilgenburg
www.al-monitor.com

ASHINGTON — The power struggle between Turkey’s

Justice and Development Party (AKP) and Islamic scholar
Fethullah Gilen’s movement has shaken the political landscape in
Turkey and could result in major changes for the Kurdish minority
in Turkey.

The political clash between the Gulen movement and Turkey’s
Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan was actually first exposed
when Hakan Fidan, Turkey’s intelligence chief, was summoned to
court for collaborating with the Kurdistan Workers Party's (PKK)
Kurdish Communities Union (KCK).

PKK'’s rebel leaders blame the Gulen movement for the KCK case
that led to the imprisonment of hundreds of Kurds, targeting Fidan
and leaks of the talks. Recently, five pro-Kurdish lawmakers were
sworn in after they were released from prison.

The Gulen movement fears the peace process would strengthen
the PKK in Turkey’s Kurdish southeast. Therefore, they argue for
the so-called Sri Lankan model: destroying the PKK while carrying
out democratic reforms to ease Kurdish demands.

Erdogan’s AKP, on the other hand, prefers talks and small conces-
sions to fighting the PKK militarily. In March 2013, the PKK decided
to withdraw.

In an October 2011 speech, Gulen called for the destruction of the
PKK and for the government to allow Kurds to be educated in their
mother tongue. “Destroy their unity, burn their houses and extermi-
nate them,” Gulen said during his speech to his followers.

The PKK sees the Gulen movement as a bigger threat to its sup-
port base than the AKP since the movement has a school in nearly
every Kurdish town and city in Turkey, as well as several schools in
Iraqgi Kurdistan. The movement tries to attract poor Kurds by provi-
ding them with education. The PKK sees this as an attempt to assi-
milate Kurds and promote a version of Turkish Islam.

“In fact, the PKK has suffered at some point from Gulen's influence
in Turkey and still sees its growing religious appeal as a looming
threat that could force it to lose ground to the movement in the
Kurdish southeast,” said Roman Zagros, editor of Insight Kurdistan.

ut now, both the AKP and the PKK see these prep schools and
Gulen’s influence in the police and judiciary as a threat to their
power.

In November, AKP announced they were preparing a bill to close
down the schools. In response, the Gulen movement targeted
Erdogan’s allies through a corruption probe.

Now, Gulen applied the exact same wording he used to invoke
God'’s punishment on the PKK to those who purged police officials
for being involved in corruption investigations against the AKP.

Although the PKK and the AKP now share similar interests to wea-
ken the Gulen movement, Istanbul-based analyst Gareth Jenkins
said he doubted Erdogan would change his policy toward the
Kurds. “It is now getting very close to the local elections, and he will
be reluctant to lose the support of the Turkish nationalists amongst

the AKP's supporters. [Erdogan] appears convinced that he has
already made enough concessions to hold onto the Kurds who
voted for the AKP at the last election,” he told Al-Monitor.

Kani Xulam, director of the American Kurdish Information Network,
said, “The leaders of the Peace and Democracy Party (BDP) and
the PKK are hoping for the AKP to prevalil in its fight with Hizmet
[Gulen movement]. That is not because they 'like' Erdogan per se,
it is more because they believe it is better to deal with the devil you
know than the devil you don't.”

But he says the competition between the two could benefit the
Kurds in the long run, just as the Kurds in Irag benefit from political
competition in Baghdad.

“As to the plight of Kurds, when Shiites and Sunnis are at each
others' throats in Baghdad, they allow the Kurds in Hawler [capital
of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq] to invest in their future. The same
can be said of AKP and the followers of Gulen. We can only be the
beneficiaries of their complicated relationship,” said Xulam.

The pro-Kurdish BDP party co-chair Selahattin Demirtas called on
the Turkish prime minister to put on trial those who were behind the
murder of civilian Kurds in Gever and Uludere on trial and called on
an end to special courts jailing Kurdish civilians. If not fulfilled, the
Kurdish movement wouldn’t mind the demise of the AKP.

“If you do this we will believe you are against the parallel state.
Close the special courts, and we will support you. You put children
in jail for throwing stones at armored cars. Now there is a clash of
interests between you and the Gulen movement, you claim there is
a state within a state. The Kurds know this better that anyone, and
we will struggle against this.”

liza Marcus, an expert on Turkey’s Kurds, said the clash might
benefit the BDP in the March 2014 local elections: “It might give
them a visual boost in the local elections since the Gulen Kurds
would most likely boycott the elections.” But she pointed out that
the PKK doesn’t see many differences between Gulen and the AKP.

Zagros Hiwa, a spokesman for the PKK rebels, told Al-Monitor, “[As
far as] the Kurdish Freedom Movement is concerned, both Erdogan
and the Gulen movement shared — and still share — the same
mentality: annihilating the Kurds and Kurdish Freedom Movement.”

The PKK blames both the Gulen movement and AKP for the deaths
of 34 Kurdish civilians by Turkish warplanes in December 2011
Uludere incident. “It was a feat achieved by their collaboration. It
followed the Gulen’s famous curses,” he said, referring to Gulen’s
anti-PKK speech of October 2011, which is now used against the
AKP.

Zagros Hiwa said the Gulen movement prefers a military solution,
while the Turkish prime minister knows this is outdated. "Therefore,
[Erdogan] favors rather different methods to extend this annihilation
over a period of time, and resort to other tactics as deception, delay
and distraction."

Moreover, the PKK complains that despite purges and replacement
of police chiefs, not much has changed in the Kurdish southeast.
“Their repression system ... has been left intact,” Hiwa said.
“Although the recent conflict gives many advantages to the demo-
cratic and peaceful struggle of the Kurds, the Kurds are not so
naive to prefer one oppressor to the other. Erdogan tries to win the
support of the Kurds in this conflict, but the historical memory of the
Kurdish people tells them to depend on their own resources to gain
their rights.”

Therefore, Turkey-based expert Jenkins believes that although
Kurdish nationalists secretly enjoy the conflict between AKP and
Gulen, their frustration over the slow pace of the peace process
might lead the PKK to resume the armed struggle in 2014 ¢

Wiadimir van Wilgenburg is a columnist for Al-Monitor and a political analyst
specializing in Kurdish politics. He has written extensively for Jamestown
Foundation publications and other journals, such as the Near East Quarterly and
the World Affairs Journal. On Twitter: @vvanwilgenburg
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Kendal Nezan « L’ébauche de solution
politique était visée »

Kendal Nezan est directeur de UInstitut culturel kurde de Paris, créé en 1983.

uel enseignement tirez-
: vous de D’enquéte en
i cours sur I’assassinat des mili-
i tantes kurdes?

i Kendal Nezan. Il semble clair
i que le principal suspect avait été
¢ infiltré par des services de ren-
i seignements turcs. Officiels ou
i pas? On I’ignore. Mais on peut
i se demander si certains services
¢ ne voulaient pas saboter la négo-
i ciation engagée entre le premier
¢ ministre turc Erdogan et le PKK
¢ (1) pour une solution politique
i du probléme kurde.

Cette solution politique sem-
i ble plutot piétiner, non?

i Kendal Nezan. Aprés tant d’an-
i nées de guerre, de massacres, de
i tréves rompues, on ne fait pas la
i paix en un jour. Il faut qu’un cli-
i mat de paix s’instaure. Il y a eu
i des gestes d’apaisement comme,
i samedi encore, la libération de
i cing députés du parti kurde
{ BDP. Et aussi ce meeting

inimaginable, le 17 novembre
a Diyarbakir, du président du
Kurdistan d’Irak Barzani avec
Erdogan. Ils ont marié des cen-
taines de couples kurdes dans
une ambiance qui peut faire
espérer que des avancées
sérieuses sont possibles.

N’est-ce pas plutét un calcul
électoral d’Erdogan pour les
municipales de mars ?

Kendal Nezan. Il y a sans doute
de cela, car beaucoup de Kurdes
pieux et conservateurs qui ne
partagent pas 1’idéologie marx-
iste du PKK votent pour I’AKP,
proche du PDKI de Barzani qui
est aussi un parti conservateur. 1
y a également les intéréts com-
muns: depuis quelques jours le
pétrole kurde d’Irak arrive
directement en Turquie par oléo-
duc au terme d’un accord signé
alors. Mais je pense qu’il voulait
surtout asseoir un processus de
paix qui reste fragile. Le PKK
dit que le gouvernement ne rem-

plit pas ses engagements, et
c’est vrai: on n’enseigne pas le
kurde dans les écoles publiques
et il n’y a pas eu l’amnistie
promise pour le retrait de ses
troupes vers 1’Trak.

Partout les Kurdes, qu’ils
soient d’Irak, de Turquie ou
de Syrie, sont dans des situa-
tions tres dangereuses. Et en
méme temps leur autonomie
s’affirme, notamment en
Syrie. Que pensez-vous de ce
paradoxe ?

Kendal Nezan. Les Kurdes ont
beaucoup souffert en Syrie. Ils
sont 250000 réfugiés en Irak.
Mais ils sont largement restés a
I’écart des combats entre les dji-
hadistes et 1’armée, sauf quand
ils ont ét¢ attaqués. Il est vrai
qu’ils ont acquis une certaine
autonomie. Si demain la Syrie
éclate, ils resteront ensemble
dans des territoires largement
autonomes, comme en Irak. En
Turquie, cela prendra plus de

temps, mais le processus est en :
y a déja une

cours et il
autonomie municipale.

Quelle est ’influence du dji-

hadisme chez les Kurdes ?

Kendal Nezan. Elle est trés lim-
itée. En Irak, les tentatives de :
I’Arabie saoudite ont échoué. :
En Turquie, au temps de la sale
guerre, I’Etat avait encouragé |
parti
Hezbollah. 11 a encore quelques i
centaines d’adeptes dont cer- :
tains font le djihad en Syrie. Un
ami diplomate me disait: le :
Kurdistan est comme une rue :
calme dans une ville en guerre.®

I’implantation  d’un

(1) Parti des travailleurs du
Kurdistan dont le chef,

Abdullah Ocalan, est en prison

depuis 1999 en Turquie.

Entretien réalisé par '
Francoise Germain Robin :

De la Turquie a I’Iran,
vol au-dessus du Kurdistan

Dans les quatre pays ou est établie la population kurde (Turquie, Iran, Irak et
Syrie), les situations sont totalement différentes, méme si la revendication
autonomiste est commune.

es Kurdes sont principale-
: ment établis sur prés d’un
i demi-million de kilometres car-
i rés aux confins de la Turquie (au
i sud), de I’'Iran (a l’ouest), de
! I'lrak (au nord) et de la Syrie
i (dans deux enclaves), méme si
i cette zone n’a jamais été exclusi-
¢ vement kurde. Leur nombre total
i est évalué, selon les sources offi-
i cielles ou kurdes, entre 25 et
i 35 millions de personnes. Le
{ plus grand nombre vit en
i Turquie (prés de 15 millions),

suivie de I'lran (environ
10 millions), de I'Irak (plus de
4,5 millions) et de la Syrie
(quelque 2 millions).

Indéniablement, 1I’expérience du
Kurdistan irakien — autonome de
fait depuis 1991 et de plus en
plus indépendant de Bagdad —
sert d’exemple aux Kurdes de la
région puisqu’il connait une con-
struction étatique. Le président
de la région autonome du
Kurdistan irakien, Massoud

Barzani, cherche d’ailleurs a
jouer le grand unificateur, pour
mieux imposer ses choix
€conomiques et stratégiques.
« Avoir son propre Etat est un
droit naturel pour le peuple
kurde, mais cela ne peut se
réaliser par la violence »,
affirme-t-il. Ce qui ne I’empéche
pas de se montrer aux cotés du
premier ministre turc, Tayyip
Recep Erdogan, dans la capitale
du Kurdistan de Turquie,
Diyarbakir, a la grande colere

des adhérents du BDP (Parti :
pour la paix et la démocratie) :
dont les élus sont régulierement :
emprisonnés par Ankara. Il faut :
dire que Barzani a su s’entendre :
avec son voisin turc pour le com-

merce du pétrole. ..

C’est ce qui explique les liens
pour le moins tendus entre, d’un
coté, Barzani et son parti, le Parti :

démocratique du
(PDK), de [I’autre,

Kurdistan
le PYD :

syrien. Ce dernier dénonce I’atti- :
tude turque dans le conflit qui i
ensanglante la Syrie et n’entend
pas se laisser dicter sa conduite, :
serait-ce par Barzani, alors que
les peshmergas (combattants) du :

PYD ont su repousser

les

islamistes syriens. « Le PYD !

veut créer un

Kurdistan

autonome dans le cadre d’une :
Syrie fédérale », explique son

dirigeant, Salih Muslim.

-
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i @ Une Constitution (qui recon-
i nait le droit des femmes et prone
i I'enseignement gratuit) vient
i d’ailleurs d’étre adoptée par

i I’assemblée
i I’Autorité

de
et

législative
démocratique

i autonome du Kurdistan occiden-
i tal (Kurdistan syrien).

Il n’est pas étonnant que des
i liens se soient créés entre le
i PYD et le PKK du Kurdistan de
i Turquie. Le parti d’Abdullah

10 January 2014

Ocalan (toujours emprisonné),
aprés avoir pris les armes,
cherche aujourd’hui une voie
négociée. Mais le pouvoir turc
souffle le chaud et le froid,
annoncant I’ouverture de discus-
sions mais ne tenant aucun de
ses engagements, et semble
vouloir forcer les combattants du
PKK a rester dans les mon-
tagnes. Les quelques gestes,
comme la libération de députés
du BDP, ne sont évidemment pas

suffisants pour que la confiance
s’installe. D’autant qu’Erdogan,
en mauvaise posture a quelques
mois de 1’élection présidentielle
a laquelle il sera candidat, pour-
rait choisir la confrontation.

Dans cette géographie kurde qui
se redessine a la faveur des
développements politiques
régionaux, les Kurdes d’Iran
font figure de parents pauvres.
La guérilla des années 1980 a été

décapitée. Une organisation !
proche du PKK, le Parti de la vie :
libre au Kurdistan (Pjak) a pris le :
relais et se renforcerait au sein :
de la jeunesse. Mais, la encore,
la revendication kurde se heurte :
a la répression et a la violence de !
Téhéran.e i

P. B.

PUK Indecision and the Delay in
Kurdistan Cabinet Formation

By Nawzad Mahmoud
rudaw.net

ULAIMANI, Kurdistan

Region — Nearly four months
after legislative elections, forma-
tion of the Kurdistan Regional
Government’s (KRG) new cabinet
still seems a distant reality and
some political parties blame the
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan
(PUK) for the delay.

“We are all waiting for the
PUK to make up its mind. It
seems that the PUK is demanding
too much to avoid getting too lit-
tle,” said Ali Awni, leadership

member of the dominant
Kurdistan Democratic = Party
(KDP).

There was some cause for
optimism when the KDP met with
PUK, then with the Change
Movement (Gorran), the
Kurdistan Islamic Union and the
Kurdistan Islamic League. But
hopes of an agreement over the
next KRG formation were dashed
after revelations that the PUK was
demanding more government
posts than it would be entitled
under the 18 seats won in last
September’s legislative elections.

Meanwhile, PUK  head
Barham Salih denied that his
party was to blame for the delay.

“The accusations that are
directed at the PUK for hindering
the formation of the new KRG
cabinet are not justified,” Salih
said. “A KRG cabinet that would
achieve national unity is the goal
of the PUK,” he said.

Salih said his party is ready to
accept the election results, “But
PUK has its own power and

A source close to the PUK told Rudaw that the party failed to
reach an agreement in the Sunday meeting, “Because one wing
within the PUK demands the deputy prime minister’s post,
while the other wing demands the post of the speaker.”

weight in the Kurdistan Region
and the talks will resume soon.”
He claimed that, “the PUK could
get more posts if it wished, but
posts in the KRG are not our

goal.”
PUK officials confirm that
Gorran head Nawshirwan

Mustafa has proposed a unity
front with the PUK in talks with
the KDP and the other parties,
which would give both a stronger
position for negotiations.

“Yes, the PUK received this
proposal from Gorran, which
included offering the deputy pre-
miership post to the PUK, but the
PUK declined,” said Suleiman
Abdullah Younis, member of the
PUK'’s Coordination Bureau.

Despite the election results, in
which the PUK lost its place as
the second-largest party to
Gorran.

“The PUK and the KDP can-
not abandon each other,” said
Younis. “Both parties have their

own controlled territories and
geographies and both have
Peshmarga forces. These factors
must be considered,” he added.

As the crisis over the cabinet
formation deepens, so do contra-
dictory and opposing statements
from the KDP and PUK.

Awni went back to the pri-
mary stages of the parliamentary
elections: “It was the PUK which
wanted to run on a separate list in
the elections. It was also the PUK
that accepted the outcome of the
elections and said that all the poli-
tical parties must take part in for-
ming the new government. But
now, they are demanding all those
posts which would leave no place
for Gorran, the Islamic Union and
the Islamic League in the new
government.

“I expect the PUK to make
the current situation drag on in
this manner to prevent the forma-
tion of a new government until it
holds its own party congress,’

Awni said, stressing this was his
personal view

Meanwhile, Gorran member
Safain Malaqara blamed the 2007
Strategic Agreement between the
KDP and PUK for causing the
delay.

“What causes delay in for-
ming the government is not
Gorran, but the Strategic
Agreement that exists between
the PUK and the KDP. The two
are free to make deals with each
other, but that should not be at our
expense,” he complained.

“It is up to (KRG Premier)
Nechirvan Barzani. He is the one
assigned with forming the new
government, and people cannot
wait any longer,” he said.

Last Sunday the political
bureau of the PUK met in
Sulaimani and part of that mee-
ting was dedicated to sorting out
posts that the PUK should
demand in the new cabinet. The
PUK is expected to pick between
the posts of deputy prime minister
and speaker of the Kurdish parlia-
ment.

A source close to the PUK
told Rudaw that the party failed to
reach an agreement in the Sunday
meeting, “Because one wing
within the PUK demands the
deputy prime minister’s post,
while the other wing demands the
post of the speaker.”

The KDP’s Awni said the
PUK must decide what it wants to
do.

“Since it was the PUK that
demanded the participation of all
the political parties in the new
cabinet, then we must use the
numbers produced by the election
results when dealing with the
other political parties.” he said.

“Is there another way that
would allow the other parties to
participate in the government?”
he asked, openly expressing his
party’s stance. 0
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Irag's Maliki threatens to cut funds if
Kurds pipe oil to Turkey

By Suadad al-Salhy and
Alistair Lyon (Reuters)

BAGHDAD - Iragi Prime Minister Nuri
al-Maliki threatened on Sunday to cut
central government funding for Iraqg's
autonomous Kurdistan region if the
Kurds pursued a drive to pipe oil exports
to Turkey without Baghdad's approval.

The Kurdistan Regional Government
said last week that crude had begun to
flow to Turkey and exports were expect-
ed to start at the end of this month and
then rise in February and March.

"This is a constitutional violation
which we will never allow, not for the
(Kurdistan) region nor for the Turkish
government," Maliki told Reuters in an
interview.

He reiterated Baghdad's insistence
that only the central government has the
authority to manage Iraq's energy
resources.

"Turkey must not interfere in an issue
that harms Iraqgi sovereignty," Maliki said.

The central government and the
Kurds differ over how to interpret the
constitution's references to oil and how
revenues should be shared. The Kurdish
share was set at 17 percent after the U.S.-
led invasion in 2003, although the Kurds
frequently complain that they get less
than that.

Maliki said the Kurds had not met
their budgeted commitment to export
250,000 barrels per day of oil, with the
revenue going to the national treasury,
but that so far the government had not
retaliated by reducing their share of the
budget.

"We did not do that as we did not
want to affect the Kurdish people and we
were looking to find acceptable solu-
tions...that would preserve national unity
and the national wealth, but this year the
situation looks difficult," Maliki declared.

Referring to a dispute over the costs
of oil companies operating in Iraqi
Kurdistan, he said: "We have been telling
these companies...give us the oil and we
will pay your costs, but they did not deliv-
er, so there will be no payments."

Maliki said it was unfair to expect
Baghdad to pay the oil firms' costs, plus

the Kurds' 17 percent budget share,
when the oil revenue was not being chan-
nelled through the government.

In October 2012, the Kurds agreed to
export an average of 250,000 bpd in 2013
if Baghdad paid the operators in the
region. As the wrangling went on, the
Kurds stopped pumping oil via the
Baghdad-controlled pipeline to Turkey,
instead exporting smaller quantities by
truck and taking the revenue directly.

Iragi Kurdistan has prospered over
the past decade, largely escaping the vio-
lence unleashed in the rest of the country
after the U.S. invasion that toppled
Saddam Hussein.

Kurdish leaders say they prefer the
region to remain part of a federal Iraq,
rather than seeking secession, but oil is a
highly sensitive issue in volatile relations
with Baghdad.

Companies that have risked exploring
for oil in Iraqi Kurdistan had welcomed its
plans to pipe oil to Turkey as a signal they
might begin to generate export income

from their investments, despite
Baghdad's objections.
Those companies include Gulf

Keystone, Genel Energy, Norway's DNO,
Hungary's MOL and Britain's Petroceltic
and Afren.
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Syria’s
Kurdish
dilemma

www.euronews.com

ne of the important questions surroun-

ding the conference on the future of
Syria, coming up in a week is the plight of
the Kurds, and how this could affect regio-
nal map-Llines.
Two million Syrian Kurds are concentrated
in the north of the country. Many fled the
fighting and sought refuge in Iraq and
Turkey. In Turkey, they have demonstrated
regularly at its border with Syria, deman-
ding solidarity with their counterparts still
in Syria.
The Chairman of the Peace and Democracy
Party representing the separatist
Kurdistan Workers’ Party in parliament
(Turkey brands the PKK a terrorist group),

told our correspondent the Kurds of Syria
want to be at the Geneva conference.

Demirtas said: “All the Kurdish groups
decided to act together after discussions
among themselves. They want to join the
meetings with a separate delegation com-
posed of representatives of all Kurdish
groups. If this is not possible, they want
the Syrian opposition to recognise and
guarantee their rights as Kurds so that
they can attend the conference within the
Syrian opposition. If the Syrian opposition
does not guarantee Kurdish rights or if the
Kurds are not represented as a separate
delegation, it makes no sense to attend
Geneva.”

Syria’s Kurds are divided and geographi-
cally separated into three regions. Since
the start of the fighting in Syria they have
struggled to promote their interests, some
with the regime of President Bashar al-
Assad, and others with rebel forces.
Outside sceptics says it’s hard for them to
speak with a single voice. Their only com-
mon enemy is radical Islamists in the
region who are at odds with their separa-

tist ideas.

Demirtas said: “The Kurdish region in Syria
is entirely surrounded and besieged by
radical militants belonging to Al Qaeda
and Al Nusra. The Turkish side has also
been blocked since Turkey closed its bor-
der posts. Therefore, the Kurdish region is
isolated and faces an embargo. We Kurds
are collecting aid by ourselves and trying
to get it there with great difficulty.
International aid never reaches that place.
Al Qaeda and other groups prevent aid
from reaching the Kurdish region, because
they are fighting against the Kurds.” &
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Iranian Kurdish parties prefer
dialogue with government

The Kurdish national parties in Iran, which boycotted Iran’s presidential election last year, may

be losing support.

Author Wladimir van Wilgenburg
www.al-monitor.com

Despite a recent wave of executions, mass arrests of Kurdish acti-
vists and the banning of newspapers, Kurdish parties in Iran prefer
dialogue over taking up arms against the Iranian government. While
Syrian Kurds are taking steps toward more Kurdish autonomy, in Iran,
Kurdish parties are slowly losing support in exile.

The Kurds make up an estimated 15-17% of the population in Iran and
suffer from human rights abuses.

Although the Kurdish nationalist parties called for a boycott of the Iran
elections in June, President Hassan Rouhani received 71% of the votes
in Kurdistan as a result of the weakness of the Kurdish parties.

“People do not follow the parties, they have no connection to them. In
the past, the parties had a lot of people, but when they were exiled to
London, Sweden and Hawler [Erbil], they lost much of their representa-
tion in Iran. They gave up their military activities,” said a Kurd from the
town of Mariwan, who wished to remain anonymous for security rea-
sons.

The Kurdish parties in Iran are weak as a result of internal disunity, poli-
tical repression and the dependence of Iranian Kurds on government
jobs. Many Kurds have left Iran for job opportunities elsewhere.

According to the International Campaign for Human Rights in Iran,
since Rouhani took office in August, Iran has executed more than 200
people, especially drug traffickers and Kurdish activists.

This led to demonstrations and small-scale clashes between Kurdish
rebels and the Iranian government. But the situation calmed again after
many were arrested.

“The recent wave of executions of Kurdish political prisoners proved
what our party and other Kurdish organizations had said the whole
time, namely that the new tone of the new president in Iran will not
change the violent persecution of Kurdish activists,” Loghman H.
Ahmedi, head of foreign relations for the Democratic Party of Iranian
Kurdistan, told Al-Monitor.

The Iranian Kurdish parties lost their own opportunity for more auto-
nomy in Iran after they failed to gain influence following the Islamic
revolution in 1979.

In the past, the Syrian Kurds were ignored just as the Iranian Kurds are,
but after the Syrian crisis in 2011, the Syrian Kurds managed to control
major Kurdish cities in Syria’s northeast.

The main Kurdish parties in Iran, the Kurdish Democratic Party of Iran
(KDPI) and the Marxist group Komala, fragmented into several factions
after losing the war against the Iranian Revolutionary Guards in the
1990s, moving into exile in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq.

ccording to the BBC Persian journalist Jiyar Gol, the Kurdistan
Regional Government (KRG) allows these Kurdish parties to stay if
they do not attack Iran.

Ammar Goli, a Kurdish journalist based in Iraqgi Kurdistan, says the
Kurdish parties made an agreement with the Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan (PUK) in 1996 to maintain bases and camps inside Iraqi
Kurdistan: “If they fight against the Iranian government, they do not get
economic support from the PUK.”

As a result, their activities are limited.

This is also because of Iran’s political influence in Kurdistan. While
Turkey is making business and oil deals with the KRG, Iran employs

An Iranian Kurd walks at a bazaar while shopping in
Marivan, Kurdistan province, Iran, May 12, 2011. (photo by
REUTERS/Morteza Nikoubazl)

many intelligence agents in the KRG and even influences political party
leadership and government formation in Iraqi Kurdistan during political
crises in Kurdistan. For instance, on Jan. 12, a high-level KRG delega-
tion from KRG’s two ruling parties, the PUK and the Kurdistan
Democratic Party (KDP), visited Iran to negotiate over the formation of
the Kurdish government, which has been in deadlock as a result of the
weakening of the PUK and the rise of the Kurdish opposition party
Change (Gorran).

As a result, the only Kurdish party that managed to grow and is not
dependent on the KRG is the Party of Free Life of Kurdistan (PJAK),
based in the Kandil Mountains in the border areas between Iran, Iraq
and Turkey, where the KRG has no control.

The PJAK, affiliated with the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK), managed
to attract many young Kurds even outside of the traditional support
base of Kurdish parties in the Sunni Muslim Kurdish areas of Iran,
among Shiite Kurds who share religious affiliation with the Iranian
government.

But in 2011, the PJAK decided to sign a cease-fire with Iran after major
clashes between its fighters and the Iranian government. The PKK
decided to focus on Syria, where there were more opportunities than
fighting Iran, which could result in a Turkish-Iranian alliance against the
PKK despite their differences over Syria.

“The PJAK knows that with limited arms they are unable to have any
major accomplishment; therefore they do not cause problems, apart
from [executed] prisoners in Iran,” said Golli.

uring the PKK'’s congress last summer, it decided to work “for the
maintenance of the present cease-fire between the PJAK and the
Iranian state in Rojhelat [Iranian Kurdistan],” while doing everything to
achieve Kurdish autonomy in Syria.
Thus, Kurds did not take up arms after the execution of three Kurdish
activists last fall, apart from some small-scale clashes. Reportedly,
there are 21 Kurdish activists on death row.
Some Iranian Kurds worry that Iran’s executions could lead to new bat-
tles without achieving more rights for Kurds.
“They don’t want to start a war again; a lot of Kurdish people do not
support the PJAK fighting [Iran]. They know the idea is not good [fea-
ring repression],” said an anonymous Kurd from the city of Mariwan.
This is very different from Syria, where there is a lot of support for the
fight of the Kurdish rebels of the People’s Protection Units (YPG)
against Islamists in northern Syria.

Evindar Renas, a senior PJAK member, told the Kurdish news =
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=> agency ANF that it would uphold the cease-fire and stick to the
“strategy of self-defense,” not an active war against the Iranian govern-
ment: “These actions of Iran would alter the cease-fire agreement, but
we still want to act sensitively and carefully."

Ziryan Rojhelati, an Iranian Kurdish journalist based in KRG territory,
says that the PJAK’s decision to uphold its cease-fire is related to
its PKK affiliation.

“The PKK is maybe going to fight again in Turkey, so it does not want
to destroy its relations with Iran,” he told Al-Monitor.

The PKK is worried that Iran wants the PKK again to fight against
Turkey. In 2012, news reports suggested that Iran offered the PKK
logistical support and weapons to fight against Turkey, but that the PKK
rejected this.

PKK military chief Cemil Bayik warned, “Iran wants to collaborate again

with Turkey. Thus, it executed Kurdish political prisoners.”

Germany-based PJAK leader Haji Ahmedi told the Belgian webzine
Uitpers that the PJAK wants to have a peace process in Iran, similar to

the one in Turkey.

“We do not want to wage a war, we want to fight a political struggle. It's
not our goal to completely eradicate the Iranian army, we fight for
peace. We insist that we solve the Kurdish question in Iran through dia-

logue.”®

Wiadimir van Wilgenburg is a columnist for Al-Monitor and a political analyst
specializing in Kurdish politics. He has written extensively for Jamestown
Foundation publications and other journals, such as the Near East Quarterly
and the World Affairs Journal. On Twitter: @vvanwilgenburg
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Kurds Stand Behind
Baghdad’s Al-Qaeda
War, MPs Say

By Adel Fakhir

AGHDAD, Iraq — As the

Iraqi government continues a
crackdown on al-Qaeda militants
in Anbar province, Kurdish law-
makers in Baghdad said that the
autonomous Kurdistan Region is
ready to do its part in the clean-up
operation by building a security
zone to stop infiltration by fleeing
jihadis.

The parliament’s Kurdistan
Alliance pledged its support to
the central government’s war on
terrorism, provided it differen-
tiates between terrorist elements
and innocent citizens.

“The Kurdistan Regional
Government (KRG) supports the
federal government in its war
against terrorism,” said
Muhammad Khalil, an MP and
member of the Kurdish alliance.
He called for “distinction bet-
ween the innocent citizens who
have legitimate and constitutio-
nal demands, and the terrorist
elements that target the innocent
people of Anbar.”

Iraq’s military is locked in a
massive sweep-up in the Sunni
Anbar province against the
Islamic State of Iraq and Syria
(ISIS), which is seen as the

regional branch of al-Qaeda.

Although the Kurdistan
Region does not share borders
with Anbar, it does with vast
tracts of so-called “disputed ter-
ritories” that are claimed both by
the Shiite-led central govern-
ment and the KRG, particularly
in the provinces of Diyala and
Nineveh.

Analysts and lawmakers say
that, as they flee, al-Qaeda mili-
tants are believed to be in search
of safe havens to regroup and
that the KRG worries they might
head for disputed regions with
weak security.

An independent lawmaker
noted that Kurdistan’s Asayish
security forces are constitutio-
nally part of the Iraqi military,
and it is natural for them to work
with Baghdad on this threat to
security.

“The Regional Government
is obliged to take the necessary
security precautions to prevent
infiltration by the ISIS elements
who might attempt to enter the
Kurdish provinces,” the lawma-
ker said.

He said that the Asayish
plans to strengthen its presence
in the disputed territories, and
that the decision followed

A Kurdish
Peshmerga
stands guard
near the Syria-
Kurdistan bor-
der. Photo:
Rudaw

reports that ISIS jihadis were
planning to target “security
points” in Diyala province.

“A strong coordination bet-
ween Asayish and the local secu-
rity apparatus is needed in order
to face any emergency,” the law-
maker said.

Muhammad Lazim al-Kaabi,
an analyst and strategy expert,
said that security in parts of wes-
tern and central Iraq was insepa-
rable from security in the
Kurdish regions.

“It seems that there is no
alternative to cooperation bet-
ween the federal government
and the KRG to contain terro-
rism. Missing the opportunity
would mean taking no action to
stop (ISIS) retaliation, targeting
innocent people, whether inside

or outside the Kurdistan
Region,” he said.
Al-Kaabi explained that,

“The ISIS is expected to retreat
and head towards the borders of
Kurdistan. The  (Kurdish)
Peshmarga forces must be wary,
as it is not implausible that the
militants might try to gain
control of the disputed areas and
convert them into their head-

quarters, posing a threat to
Kurdisatan’s security.”

The chief of staff of the
Peshmarga Ministry, Jabbar
Yawar, had earlier declared that
his forces had ordered a security
belt to protect the disputed areas
and prevent infiltration by terro-
rist groups.

Meanwhile, Jawad Albzony,
an independent member of the
Iraqi parliament, warned that
Mosul province was also in dan-
ger of falling to the extremists.

“They fled from Anbar and
turned toward Mosul. The
Asayish is here to demonstrate
its role in the protection of
Kirkuk and Nineveh in collabo-
ration with the army,” he said.

“The war being waged by the
Iraqi army against ISIS is inter-
nationally supported, and Iraq
has to muster all its forces.
Therefore, the Asayish should be
under the command of the com-
mander-in-chief of the Iraqi
armed forces when confronting
the armed groups,” he added. b
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Syrian Kurds aim to benefit from
Islamist infighting

Syrian Kurdish forces navigate the fighting between the Free Syrian Army and the Islamic State of

Iraq and al-Sham to gain ground in northern Syria.

Author Wladimir van Wilgenburg
www.al-monitor.com

lashes erupted between Islamist groups in the north of Syria on

Jan. 3, leaving at least 700 dead. For more than a year, armed
groups have imposed a blockade on the isolated Kurdish enclaves in
Afrin and Ain al-Arab (Kobani) to pressure the Syrian Kurdish fighters
to give up their territory. Syrian Kurds now hope the clashes between
the Islamist groups will end the siege on their regions.

Last summer, clashes erupted between Kurdish forces, the People’s
Protection Units (YPG) — which are close to the Democratic Union
Party (PYD) — and al-Qaeda-affiliated battalions and other Islamist
groups. This led to a siege on the isolated Kurdish regions of Afrin and
Kobani by Islamist groups accusing the YPG of working with the
Syrian regime. Moreover, several civilians were kidnapped and others
executed on charges of working with the Kurdistan Workers Party
(PKK), to which the PYD is affiliated.

Despite a shared secular ideology of the YPG and the Free Syrian
Army (FSA), the FSA joined forces with other Islamist rebel groups to
attack the Syrian Kurdish groups. This led to the expulsion of the PYD-
linked FSA, Jabhat al-Akrad (Kurdish front), from several mixed areas
by the FSA and al-Qaeda groups last summer.

As aresult, the Kurdish front largely stopped their joint operations with
other armed groups against the Syrian government in the provinces of
Raqgga and Aleppo, but now it cooperates again with the FSA against
the Islamic State of Iraq and al-Sham (ISIS), carrying out operations
in Tel Ebyad, Jarabulus and Aleppo.

PYD UK-based representative Alan Semo told Al-Monitor that al-
Qaeda-affiliated battalions drove out Kurds in mixed areas such as Tel
Ebyad and Al-Bab, where fighting is now taking place between
Islamist battalions, to "keep access to the Turkish border, where they
got their weapons from."

He claimed the Islamist groups imposed a blockade on Kobani and
Afrin, since the Kurdish YPG forces increasingly made gains to
connect the Kurdish enclaves of Afrin, Kobani and Hassakeh, which
are separated from one another by mixed areas in Azaz, Jarabulus
and Tel Ebyad close to the Turkish border.

“These areas are very strategic and if the Kurdish forces manage to
get control, this would mean the ISIS and [Jabhat al-] Nusra would
cease to exist, since access to the Turkish border areas would be cut,”
Semo said.

ecently, clashes erupted between the hard-line ISIS and the

Islamic Front, the Syrian Revolutionaries Front and Jabhat al-
Nusra. As a result, the crippling ISIS blockade has been lifted and figh-
ters of the FSA and the Islamic Front were allowed to be treated in the
hospital in Afrin by the Kurds, and food and medication were allowed
to enter Afrin and Kobani again.

Moreover, several Kurds and Arabs were freed from ISIS prisons in
Jarabulus, which was achieved through a joint cooperation between
the FSA, Jabhat al-Akrad and the Islamic Front.

Zaniar Ali, a member of the Kurdish Youth Movement (TCK) in Afrin,
told Al-Monitor that the situation has improved. “It's kind of better,
because the ISIS lost control of the road between Aleppo and Afrin
and vaccines have arrived for the children."

Aymenn al-Tamimi, an expert on jihadists with the Middle East Forum,
told Al-Monitor, “The Kurds can feel more secure in their positions in
Aleppo province. But to be frank, they were doing well anyway; the
ISIS had been having a hard time to make any breakthroughs in Afrin.

Members of the Kurdish People’s Protection Units (YPG) walk
together in Al-Rmelan, Qamishli province, Syria, Nov. 11, 2013.

At this time, the ISIS has stopped mortar rounds into YPG territory
because it is distracted by infighting.”

dris Salem, a TCK member in Kobani, told Al-Monitor that the figh-
ting would help the Kurds and decrease the pressure on them.

“The Islamic Front may try to forge an alliance with the Kurds, espe-
cially after they found out about the strong relationship between the
regime and the ISIS. And also when they saw Jabhat al-Akrad ally with
the Islamic Front against the ISIS in Aleppo and Raqgga.”

Sheruan Hassan, a member of the PYD's diplomatic relations in
Europe, told Al-Monitor that the relationship between Kurds has impro-
ved in Aleppo province but not in Ragga and Hassakeh, as a result of
"Arab chauvinism."

“In Kobani and Afrin there are many groups that practice soft Islam
and the real FSA. They fight against the ISIS. They also think it's good
that Jabhat al-Akrad and the YPG fight against the ISIS,” he said.

But he noted that the main opposition bloc, the Syrian National
Coalition, has a double position despite the fact that Kurds have been
fighting the ISIS for more than a year.

“The opposition fights them [in Aleppo, Ragqga], and we support this
because they are a terrorist group. But sadly, the opposition sees the
ISIS in Hassakeh province as its opposition, but we think the Syrian
coalition should see the ISIS as a terrorist group in Hassakeh, too.”

In January, the Syrian coalition accused the YPG of holding a joint
offensive with Assad’s forces in the town of Tel Hamis, in Hassakeh.
“We call on the FSA to close ranks and to fend off attackers attemp-
ting to take control of the strategic town, across which oil supply lines
run.”

The YPG reacted in a press statement accusing the opposition of
“fighting ISIS in Aleppo, Idlib and many other places in Syria, but at the
same time, it [the coalition] supports the ISIS in its fight against the
Kurds in the liberated areas.” The YPG denies any relation with the
Syrian regime.

n anonymous activist told the Kurdish nongovernmental organiza-

tion Kurdwatch that not only the ISIS fights against the YPG in the
countryside of Qamishli but also FSA groups; while in Aleppo, Idlib and
Raqqga, the FSA-affiliated units fight against the ISIS.

The YPG withdrew from Tel Brak and Tel Hamis after suffering severe
losses, and 39 fighters were buried in Qamishli on Jan. 15.

After the fighting, the Hassakeh ISIS branch and four rebel groups
including the Islamic Front announced they would form a joint opera-
tions room against the YPG and the Kurds. Moreover, the Islamic
Front released a statement accusing the PYD of "aiding the =
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=> oppressor to increase the administrative and military privileges
granted to it by the regime.”

“It is not concealed from you that what is happening in the [Jazira]
region is a revolution against oppression and tyranny, and there is no
ethnic face to this conflict."

Therefore, it is unlikely that the cooperation would last between
Islamist groups and the Kurds in Syria in their fight against the ISIS.
While the Kurdish nationalist groups agree on a federal secular Syria
with autonomy for Kurds, the Islamist groups want to build a state

based on Islamic law and oppose any form of ethnic nationalism.

“They are fighting for their interests — who controls the land — and
it's not connected to the Kurds. ..
maybe we will reap some benefits from this conflict,” said Zara Saleh,

a representative of the Kurdish Unity Party based in Britain. ¢
Wiadimir van Wilgenburg is a columnist for Al-Monitor and a political analyst spe-
cializing in Kurdish politics. He has written extensively for Jamestown Foundation
publications and other journals, such as the Near East Quarterly and the World
Affairs Journal. On Twitter: @vvanwilgenburg

. Both are against the Kurds, but
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Oil Games in Baghdad

Opinion

By DAVID ROMANO

http://rudaw.net

his week the Council of

Minister in Baghdad passed a
new 2014 budget, despite the
walkout of Kurdish members of
the government and the absence
of Sunnis. Although the budget
still needs to be voted on by the
Iraqi Parliament, which is on
recess for ten days, its proposals
represent a slap in the face of
Kurdistan. The budget’s provi-
sions declare that if Kurdistan
does not export 400,000 barrels
of oil per day (bpd) through the
central government controlled
pipeline network, it will not
receive its share of the national
budget. The budget also fails to
mention anything about payments
for oil companies operating in
Kurdistan, even if Kurdistan does
pump 400,000 bpd into the natio-
nal pipeline network, or anything
about the promised reparations to
Kurdistan for actions of previous
regimes (as stipulated in Article
112 of the Constitution). The
budget even fails to provide
governorates their $5 fee per bar-
rel of oil produced from their ter-
ritory, as stipulated in last
Spring’s amended Provincial
Powers law, instead promising
them only $1 per barrel.

This occurs in the context of
an increasingly independent
hydrocrabons  industry  in
Kurdistan, as I discussed in pre-
vious columns and Rudaw
reports on regularly. Even
governorates like Nineveh, Wasit
and Basra have been pursuing a
more and more “Kurdish style”
independent hydrocarbons

policy lately, meeting on their
own with oil companies to talk
about exploration in new fields.

Article 111 of  the
Constitution of course stipulates
that Iraq’s oil and gas belongs to
all Iraqis, and Kurdistan and
governorate leaders have always
accepted that oil revenues should
therefore be distributed propor-
tionately throughout the country,
no matter where the oil is
actually extracted from. For the
Kurds, that means the agreed
upon formula of 17% of reve-
nues. So contrary to what we
often heard in the media, no one
was ever talking about the Kurds
and the Shiites in Basra making
off with all the oil revenues and
leaving Sunnis to eat sand in
Anbar. In Article 112, the
Constitution also stipulates that
the central government and
regions and governorates need
only work together (together, not
Baghdad by itself) on oil extrac-
ted from “present fields,” leaving
future fields to regional and
governorate control. Kurdistan is
willing to remit its oil money to
Baghdad, but given past central
government failures to pay Erbil
all it is due, wants to deduct its
expenses, some reparations
(within limits) and if necessary,
its 17% first. The Kurds also insist
on controlling their own newly
discovered fields and oil
contracts.

In his 2009 book on Iraq,
Brendan O’Leary explains that
“Iraq’s present fields have long
lives ahead of them. As and
when regions other than
Kurdistan develop, there will be
a corresponding reduction in the
necessary revenues for the fede-
ral government to execute its
functions, especially if the
regions exercise their constitutio-
nal right to monopolize internal

security.” During this time, new
fields will be explored, discove-
red and brought on-line by
Kurdistan, the governorates and
future regions of Iraq, increasing
their ~ independence  from
Baghdad. Therefore, O’Leary
says, “The Constitution spells the
death warrant of a highly centra-
lized Iraq, but it delays the execu-
tion—to enable the regions and
provinces to grow.” This is as it
should be, in order prevent the
re-emergence of authoritarianism
in Baghdad and to allow the dif-
ferent nations, communal
groups, religious communities
and regional identities in Iraq the
space to live with each other.

Yet the usual suspects in the
media, American think tanks and
the academic community will no
doubt cast the latest events as a
bold effort by Prime Minister
Maliki to keep Iraq together. “If
Kurdistan gets to export its own
oil,” they will say, “then every
governorate will want to do the
same.” Exactly — this is the point
of federalism and decentraliza-
tion, which is what more than
78% of Iraqis voted for in the
Constitutional referendum of
2005.

he Maliki government’s

actions actually represent the
best way to break Iraq apart.
Although I believe Mr. Maliki is
presently engaged more in a bar-
gaining attempt than a serious
effort to form a budget for 2014,
the threat this year is the most
significant salvo yet against the
Kurds. Baghdad’s previous
threats to blacklist oil companies
signing contracts with Kurdistan
or sue them proved hollow. Last
time I checked, Exxon signed a
deal with Kurdistan and still has
its stake in southern oil fields,
while Genel Energy, DNO and

Keystone’s lawyers sit idle and
have no legal issues to deal with
from Baghdad. Maliki govern-
ment officials actually had to
practically beg Exxon to stay in
southern Iraq and not sell off all
of its stake in the fields there, as
Exxon apparently wanted nothing
more to do with the Iragi Oil
Ministry in Baghdad.

Kurdistan’s 17% share of the
Iraqi national budget equals
about 300,000 bpd of oil exported
per year, a capacity which the
Kurds should have within a
month or so. Given the threat
from Baghdad, what if the Kurds
managed to up their production
to the requested 400,000 bpd by
the end of 2014? Estimates are
that Kurdistan could manage 1
million bdp by 2016. That's a lot
more than they would get from
their share of the national bud-
get, even if Baghdad did not
engage in accounting shenani-
gans for its own expenses and
remit a good deal less than 17%
to Erbil, as it has in the past.
Might the Kurds be tempted to
just say “Keep your budget, and
keep your state for that matter —
we're leaving and we are taking
the ‘disputed territories’ we
already control with us.”
Today’s government in Turkey
looks like it just might accept this
kind of thing as well, especially
given all the cheap oil and gas it
would get in the process.

Given the situation in places
like Falujah and Ramadi, this
kind of response from the Kurds
at this time would be much
worse news for Baghdad than for
Erbil. Which is why I don’t think
it will come to this. Mr. Maliki
and his ministers are bluffing.0

David Romano has been a Rudaw
columnist since August 2010. He is
the Thomas G. Strong Professor of
Middle East Politics at Missouri
State University and author of The
Kurdish Nationalist Movement
(2006, Cambridge University Press).
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From His Refuge in the Poconos, Reclusive
Imam Fethullah Gulen Roils Turkey

Religious Leader Lashes Out at Prime Minister Erdogan, a Onetime Ally

By Joe Parkinson and
i Ayla Albayrak
http://online.wsj.com

. he reclusive imam whose crumbling
political marriage of convenience

¢ with Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip
i Erdogan has threatened the stability of the
i West's biggest ally in a turbulent region

i lashed out Monday at his onetime partner,
i the strongest sign yet of an irreparable

i split.

In comments he made to The Wall
Street Journal, Fethullah Gulen, a charis-
matic cleric who preaches a message of
tolerance to his millions of followers from
his self-imposed exile in Pennsylvania's
Pocono Mountains, accused Mr. Erdogan of
abandoning the path of reform after more
than a decade in power.

"Turkish people...are upset that in the
last two years democratic progress is now
being reversed," Mr. Gulen said in emailed
answers to questions—his first such
exchange since a corruption probe plunged
Mr. Erdogan's government into crisis last
month.

"Purges based on ideology, sympathy or
world views was a practice of the past that
the present ruling party promised to stop,"
he wrote.

Mr. Gulen hinted that his movement—
known internally as Hizmet, which means
service, and externally as Cemaat, which
means congregation—would like to see a
challenge to Mr. Erdogan's Islamist-lea-
ning Justice and Development Party, or
AKP.

He didn't rule out members of his flock
shifting their support to the opposition
Republican People's Party—Mr. Erdogan's
secularist nemesis, which was established
by modern Turkey's founder, Mustafa
Kemal Atatiirk. Delegations from the two
sides met in New York in early December,
but no announcements resulted.

"When the opportunities come, Cemaat
participants, just like any other citizen will
make their choices based on their values,"
the cleric said in the interview. "It is possi-
ble that people who share core values will
make choices along the same lines."

Mr. Gulen's move appears to represent
an unraveling of the broad, Islamist-rooted
coalition that has governed Turkey since
2002—a decade during which the economy
boomed, living standards rose and
Ankara's international influence grew.

Mr. Erdogan ushered in a rare period of
stability for Turkey, reining in the military
and pursuing membership in the European
Union. The country was often cited as a
model of how Western-style democracy
could flourish in the Muslim world.

Fethullah Gulen, shown, accused his onetime
political partner Prime Minister Recep Tayyip
Erdogan of abandoning the path of reform.
Zaman Daily | European Pressphoto Agency

As the only majority Muslim member of
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization,
with the largest land force after the U.S.,
Turkey also has acted as a bridgehead for
Washington to retain influence as it scales
back the U.S. military presence.

Now as Turkey approaches a series of
elections, starting in March, that could set
its political direction for the next decade,
Mr. Erdogan has suddenly found himself in
the midst of a corruption scandal that has
ensnared dozens of his political allies.

He accuses Gulenists in the police and
judiciary of trying to force him from power
and creating what he calls a "parallel state"
within the bureaucracy.

"This conspiracy eclipses all other coup
attempts in Turkey. It is a virus bent on
taking power," Mr. Erdogan said to AKP
lawmakers in Ankara last week.
"Fortunately our body is healthy. We will
triumph."

Mr. Erdogan's spokesman didn't res-
pond to messages left for comment Monday
night.

he disarray is spooking investors and

aggravating a glut of economic pro-
blems, threatening to undermine the pre-
mier's chief political achievement: years of
steady growth.

With the U.S. Federal Reserve winding
down its stimulus efforts at the same time,
the Turkish currency has sunk to record
lows, borrowing costs have surged and
stocks have slumped.

Private savings, foreign investment and
exports are shrinking, meaning local busi-
nesses that prospered under Mr. Erdogan
are taking a hit. The central bank—politi-
cally constrained by a prime minister who
has decried raising interest rates as "un-
Islamic"—has little room to stem the
declines.

For years Cemaat was a crucial partner
underpinning the AKP, even though the
movement is officially nonaligned. "We
have never formed an alliance or partner-
ship with a political party or candidate,"
Mr. Gulen said in the interview.

The outcome of their clash could dictate :
both Mr. Erdogan's political future and the :
shape of political Islam in Turkey.

"Mr. Gulen's statements confirm that i
this turf war has gone beyond the point of :
no return, and we are looking at the battle-
ground which could shape the next genera-
tion of Turkish politics," said Sinan Ulgen, :
chairman of the Center for the Study of !
Democracy, an Istanbul-based think tank.

Mr. Gulen, 72 years old, leads his flock
from a leafy, 25-acre estate in the Poconos, :
where he landed more than a decade ago :
after seeking medical treatment in the U.S.

Known to cry during sermons, he :
preaches a Calvinist-style work ethic and :
has built a world-wide movement that ope- i
rates charter schools in 160 countries, i
including the U.S., where Cemaat has for-
ged ties with local and national political :
leaders, paying for congressional trips to
Turkey.

eferred to as Hodjaefendi, or "honorable

teacher," Mr. Gulen has an estimated :
two million disciples and a further two mil- :
lion sympathizers at home and abroad. :
Many of them occupy senior jobs in govern- :
ment and law enforcement in Turkey. :

His followers also run one of the biggest :
Turkish business organizations, Tuskon, :

Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan
Reuters

which represents more than 55,000 com- :
panies, and publish Zaman, the largest-cir- :
culation daily.

Private rifts between Messrs. Gulen and :
Erdogan exploded into public view in
December after the government announced
a plan to shutter private schools that help :
students prepare for college exams. Many |
of the schools are owned by the Gulen
movement, generating revenue and new
members.

Less than two weeks later, authorities :
unveiled the corruption investigation, :
arresting dozens of people. The prime :
minister responded by shuffling his cabinet :
and shaking up the police and the judiciary.

Mr. Gulen has complained that his fol-
lowers were targeted in the purges, and :
denies involvement in any conspiracy. "We
will never be a part of any plot against those
who are governing our country," the imam :
said.
One of the biggest mysteries about =




Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

1= Mr. Gulen is how much sway he holds

over his followers and how his influence is

transmitted through the movement's nebu-
i lous hierarchy.
Members of Cemaat deny that they are
seeking to take over state institutions,
i insisting that the structure is informal and
i they are merely "inspired" by Mr. Gulen's
¢ teachings.

The imam gained a broad following for
his moderate sermons in the 1960s and
'70s. He benefited from Turkey's economic
liberalization in the 1980s, which allowed
his followers to found companies that have
become among the country's largest.

In 2000, a video surfaced showing Mr.
Gulen saying: "You must move into the
arteries of the system, without anyone
noticing, until you reach all the power cen-
ters." The military-backed government
charged him with threatening the integrity
of the Turkish state. Mr. Gulen denied the
charges and claimed the video had been
tampered with.

The following year, he left for the U.S.,
opting to convalesce on a sprawling
Amishcountry estate in the town of
Saylorsburg, Pa. In 2001 he secured a
green card and remains on U.S. soil despite

being acquitted in Turkey in 2006.

By then, the secular elites that had long
dominated Turkish politics were being
elbowed aside by the popular Mr. Erdogan.
The Gulenists joined him, supplying his
AKP with well-educated cadres to manage
state institutions as well as a supportive
media.

The government gave Gulenist schools,
charities and companies access to opportu-
nities at home and abroad. The army, a
once-invincible secularist force and insti-
gator of four coups since 1960, was brought
to heel through a series of cases known as
Sledgehammer and Ergenekon, spearhea-
ded by Gulenist prosecutors and backed by
the government.

Proponents of the trials saw them as
the definitive break with military
influence; opponents said they were selec-
tive justice based on weak or trumped-up
evidence.

The confirmation of the split between
the two men comes as the premier has
appeared to gain the upper hand. Last
week he blocked a new corruption probe
implicating his son by reassigning more
than 2,000 police commanders and see-
king to seize control of judicial appoint-

ments.

"It is ironic that members of the police :
force and judiciary who were applauded as
heroes a few months ago are now being :
shuffled in the middle of winter without

any investigation," Mr. Gulen said.

ccording to Mr. Gulen, government
ttacks on his business interests, inclu- :
ding Bank Asya, a lender with some $20 bil- :

lion in assets, are "already a reality."

Senior AKP politicians say that forming
an alliance with the Gulenists was a mis-
take that Mr. Erdogan is determined to :

correct.

"These purges should

ber of AKP's executive board.

Mr. Gulen said it was Mr. Erdogan's i
government that has changed. "Our values
or stance have not changed," he said. :
"Whether the stance or actions of the poli-
tical actors are consistent with their earlier :
record should be decided by the Turkish i

people and unbiased observers." +
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continue,
because Cemaat members do not conform
with the state hierarchy but take orders ‘:
from the movement. They run their own :
political system inside the institutions |
within the state," said Osman Can, a mem-

thermore suggested that

Erbil and Baghdad discuss
pending issues

by : Salih Waladbagi
kurdishglobe.net

arzani is set to meet with his

Iraqi counterpart Prime
Minister Nouri al-Maliki, his
deputy for energy affairs,
Hussein Shahristani and other
Iraqi senior officials during his
visit.

The Kurdish delegation
consisted of the deputy to
Premier Maliki, Rush Nouri
Shows, Azad Barwari, the
Kurdistan Regional
Government?s (KRG) official
spokesman, Safin Dizayee,
KRG?s Minister of Natural
Resources, Ashti Hawrami and
Amanj Raheem.

KRG?s spokesman, Dizayee,
said that the meetings would be
positive, and they might reach
an agreement at the end.

Dizayee stated that the KRG
had already sent two sugges-
tions to Baghdad about the pen-

Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzani headed a high level Kurdish
delegation to Baghdad to discuss oil exports, the country?s bud-

ding issues.

He further added that the
meetings would be based on the
two suggestions.

One of the suggestions was
that the KRG would keep 17% of
its own oil revenue and would
send the rest to Baghdad.

The second was that the
KRG would also keep the salary

of the past years of the
Peshmarga forces that the Iraqi
government did not pay before
as well as the payment of the
international oil companies that
operating in the Kurdistan
Region of Iraq, which is estima-
ted to be around IQD eight tril-
lion.

In addition, the KRG fur-

Baghdad won?t reach an agree-
ment with Erbil over the oil
exports, then it would keep all
the money, which is already
deposited in the Turkish Halk
Bank.

The KRG reached an agree-
ment with Turkey over that
issue, according to KRG official.

The KRG spokesman reaffir-
med the KRG?s good will about
oil exports, adding that the KRG
would not mind if the Iraqi fede-
ral government observe the
Kurdistan?s oil export process.

The visit came after PM
Maliki warned the KRG to cut
off its budget from the national
share if the KRG would export
oil through the newly launched
pipeline to Turkey and from
there to international oil market
independently and without
prior permission from Baghdad.

Deputy to PM Barzani, Imad
Ahmed, was expected to be the
member of the Kurdish delega-
tion, but he could not attend the
meetings due to sickness, accor-
ding to Dizayee.

000
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Les Kurdes désignent une assemblée
locale dans le nord-est de la Syrie

EYROUTH, 21 jan 2014

(AFP) — Les Kurdes de Syrie
ont désigné mardi une assem-
blée locale dans un des trois
cantons majoritairement kurdes
du nord-est du pays dont ils
avaient annoncé la créationily a
deux mois, a indiqué un respon-
sable.

"Nous avons nommé un
conseil cantonal pour le secteur
de Jazira", a déclaré a 1'AFP
Saleh Muslim, chef du puissant
Parti de l'union démocratique
(PYD, principal parti kurde
syrien). "Bientot d'autres con-
seils similaires seront nommés
a Afrin et Kobani, les deux
autres cantons des régions kur-
des".

En novembre, des forma-
tions kurdes avaient annoncé
I'établissement dune adminis-
tration autonome de transition.
En vertu de cette décision, la
région kurde de Syrie devait
étre divisée en trois zones
appelées cantons, dotées cha-
cune d'une assemblée locale
ainsi que de représentants au
sein d'un organe exécutif
régional.

Les 22 membres du conseil
cantonal de Jazia seront
chargés de gérer des questions
allant de la défense aux
finances.

M. Muslim a expliqué que sa
création était "nécessaire pour
s'assurer qu'il n'y ait pas de
vide politique". "Nous ne pou-
vons pas attendre qu'il y ait une
solution politique a la crise en
Syrie pour commencer a gérer
les affaires sur le terrain. Les
gens doivent voir leurs besoins
quotidiens satisfaits".

La quasi-totalité des forces
gouvernementales se sont
retirées a la mi-2012 des zones
kurdes, un retrait vraisem-
blablement destiné a encour-
ager les Kurdes a ne pas s'allier
aux rebelles. Plus récemment,
des combats ont opposé les
combattants  kurdes  aux
jihadistes.

Le PYD est la force kurde la
mieux armée de Syrie et est
accusé par ses détracteurs de
tentative  d'hégémonie et
d'avoir recours a des méthodes
violentes pour faire taire les
dissensions, mais M. Muslim a

souligné que "le conseil canton-
al n'était pas exclusivement
kurde": "Des musulmans et
chrétiens arabes en font aussi
partie. L'auto-administration ne
veut pas dire que nous sommes
exclusifs".

Havidar, un journaliste
kurde syrien et dissident désor-
mais basé en Turquie, a affirmé
que les représentants au sein
du conseil étaient "soit des
membres du PYD, soient des
gens ayant peur du PYD". "Je
suis pour tout ce qui aide a

garantir les droits des Kurdes,
mais le PYD ne s'intéresse pas a
nos droits, il veut imposer son
pouvoir via les armes".

"Comment peuvent-ils
annoncer la création d'un con-
seil local s'ils ne peuvent méme
pas fournir de I'électricité ou
des soins de base a la popula-
tion?" s'est-il interrogé.

Les Kurdes représentent
environ 15% de la population
syrienne. IIs ont souffert des
décennies de marginalisation et
d'oppression. 0

Les Kurdes
s'organisent dans
le nord de la Syrie

LES KURDES de Syrie ont mis en place mardi un gouvernement local

dans un district du nord du pays, autour des villes de Hassaka et de
Kamichli, consolidant leur emprise sur une partie de cette région qu'ils
contrdlent.

Cette initiative intervient a la veille de l'ouverture de la conférence de
paix de Geneve II, ot1 les Kurdes ne seront pas directement représentés.

Un conseil doté d'un président et de plusieurs "ministres" (Affaires étran-
geres, Défense, Justice, Education) gérera les affaires publiques dans I'un
des trois districts administratifs déja mis en place par les Kurdes, rap-
porte I'Observatoire syrien des droits de I'homme (OSDH).

L'ONG basée en Grande-Bretagne ajoute que des élections seront organi-
sées dans cette zone d'ici quatre mois.

Les ambitions autonomistes des Kurdes de Syrie inquietent notamment
la Turquie voisine, confrontée depuis 1984 a l'insurrection du Parti des
travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK).

Les Kurdes syriens, tout aussi critiques envers le régime de Bachar al

Prés de Hassaka, dans le nord de la Syrie, graffiti en faveur du
Parti de I'Union démocratique (PYD), principale formation poli-
tique kurde de Syrie. Les Kurdes de Syrie ont mis en place mardi
un gouvernement local dans un district du nord du pays, autour

des villes de Hassaka et de Kamichli, consolidant leur emprise sur
une partie de cette région qu'ils contrélent. [Photo prise le 30
novembre 2013/REUTERS/Rodi Said

Assad qu'envers 'opposition syrienne, ont demandé a envoyer leur pro-
pre délégation a la conférence de Geneve II, ce qui leur a été refusé.

Selon le Parti de 1'Union démocratique (PYD), principale formation poli-
tique kurde de Syrie, ce refus est principalement da a 1'opposition de la
Turquie, des Etats-Unis et de 1'Arabie saoudite.

Le PYD a annoncé la prochaine création de gouvernements locaux dans
les deux autres districts qu'il controle. O
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President Barzani Urges

European Support for Kurdistan

By Alexandra Di Stefano Pironti
22/1/2014
rudaw.net

ARCELONA, Spain - In a

speech before the European
Parliament on Tuesday, Kurdistan
Region  President  Massoud
Barzani called for support in buil-
ding democratic institutions, and
complained of scant international
aid to help Erbil support tens of
thousands of Syrian and other
refugees.

“We are at the beginning of
the road to build democratic insti-
tutions in Kurdistan, and we need
your help in order to build these
institutions,” Barzani said in the
speech in Brussels.

He called on European Union
countries to open representative
offices in Kurdistan, and “to make
every effort in order to recognize
the genocide against the people of

Kurdistan Region President Massoud Barzani at the EU parlia-

ment in Brussels. Photo: Rudaw

Kurdistan.”

Barzani said that Kurdistan’s
policy of openness and understan-
ding had meant that 250,000
Syrian refugees — mostly Kurds
but also Arabs, Christians and
others — had settled in Kurdistan.

“We also host 200,000 displa-

ced people of our fellow Arabs
from central and southern Iraq
who came to the Kurdistan
Region to escape the terror and to
seek security and safety. Nearly
10,000 Christian families have
been living in the Kurdistan
Region. In addition to these fami-

lies, 26,000 more Christian fami-
lies from various parts of Iraq
came to Kurdistan because of ter-
rorism and because of their expo-
sure to murder and intimidation.
And now 15,000 people from
Anbar province have come to
Kurdistan due to harsh condi-
tions,” Barzani said.

“We are proud for the
Kurdistan Region to be the shelter
for anyone who takes refuge
there. But at the same time, the
international attention to help
these refugees has not been at the
required level,” he complained.

Barzani added that, “The
Kurdistan Region and the Kurds
are the factor of stability and not
of provocation or creating pro-
blems” in Iraq and the region.
“We will continue this policy and
make every effort with the rest of
the forces in Iraq to solve pro-
blems and to build the institutions
of the state and we are committed
to the constitution,” he added.

In Europe, Barzani is taking
part for a second year in the
World Economic Forum that ope-
ned in Davos on Wednesday. 0

17 / January / 2014

Baghdad Row Pushing Kurds to Consider
Independence, Official Warns

rudaw.net

RBIL, Kurdistan Region —

The autonomous Kurdistan
Regional Government will be pus-
hed to consider independence from
Iraq unless Baghdad agrees to
work out differences over the bud-
get, the KRG deputy finance
minister warned.

“Action begets reaction; if
Baghdad cuts the budget then
KRG and the Kurdish leadership
will make their own decision,”
Rashid Tahir said.

He added that one of the main
issues was funding for the
Kurdish Peshmarga forces, reite-
rating complaints that Baghdad
has refusing to grant the KRG its
17 percent constitutional share of
the federal budget since 2007.

"They never give us 17 per-
cent. They only give us 10 per-
cent," Tahir noted in an interview
with Rudaw.

Asked what the KRG would

do if Baghdad withheld this
year’s share of the budget, which
the central government has war-
ned it would do if the Kurds go
ahead with independent oil
exports to Turkey, Rashid warned
that only one choice would
remain.

“If Baghdad took such a step
then we would send the oil reve-
nue (from exports) to Baghdad
after subtracting the Peshmarga
salary. If this solution did not
satisfy Baghdad, then we have no
choice but to separate,” he war-
ned.

"It would be like a father who
encourages his son to separate
from the family. If they want us to
separate, we thank them and we
take our own path," he said.

He added that the KRG could
finance itself through oil exports
and internal revenues, and that
revenues of approximately 10.5
trillion Iraqi dinars last year could
be raised further.

KRG Deputy Finance Minister Rashid Tahir.

A draft budget sent to parlia-
ment by the government in
Baghdad, but which has yet to be
debated, sets an oil export target
for the Kurdistan Region at
400,000 barrels per day, well
above present capacity. It also
threatens to withhold funding
from the budget if that target is
unmet.

A senior official from the
dominant Kurdistan Democratic
Party (KDP) said that the KRG
has other options in case Baghdad
refuses funding. “If they cut the
KRG's budget, they ask us to give
them up. If we give them up, then
Kurds have other alternatives,” he
warned. 0
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Iraqi Kurdish leader sees little gains
at Syria conference

BRUSSELS - Agence France-Presse

raqi Kurdish leader Massoud Barzani said

Jan. 21 he expected very little from the
Geneva II peace conference on Syria and
warned of the dangers of extremist groups
gaining ground.

"The Geneva II conference will be the
opportunity for the Syrian people to decide
their own destiny but personally, I am not
very optimistic," Barzani told the foreign
affairs committee of the European
Parliament.

The situation in neighbouring Syria is
"very worrying for Iraq in general and
Kurdistan province in particular because
everything which happens in Syria has a
direct knock-on effect," he said.

Groups linked to Al-Qaeda were very

active in Syria and were a "direct menace" to
the Kurdish area, he said.

"In no case can it be allowed that such
terrorist groups gain power in Syria," he
said, warning that the groups making up
the rebel FSA seeking to oust President
Bashar al-Assad did not appear well placed
to take his place.

In September, the capital of Iraq's
Kurdish region Arbil was hit by several
attacks, blamed on extremist groups figh-
ting in Syria.

The Kurdish autonomous region has
backed Kurds in Syria against the extre-
mists and has taken in some 200,000 refu-
gees from the bloody conflict.

The Geneva II conference, which opens
Jan. 22 in Switzerland, is aimed at agreeing
a political transition in Syria but the talks
promise to be difficult, with the rebels divi-

United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon shakes hands with Iraqi Kurdish
Regional Government President Masoud
Barzani in Arbil, Jan. 14. REUTERS photo

ded and suspicious and Assad showing no
signs he will step down of his own wish.m
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KRG Oil Revenues Cannot Replace Iraqi
Budget, Expert Says

www.rudaw.net

RBIL, Kurdistan — Even in

the best of circumstances,
the Kurdistan Region’s total
revenues from oil exports would
be less than half of its entitled
share of the Iraqi budget, an
energy expert said.

Responding to a statement by
Iraqi deputy prime minister for
energy, Hussein Shahristani, who
said that Erbil could keep reve-
nues from its controversial oil
exports in lieu of what it receives
from the national budget, Dr.
Qaiwan Siwaili said the two
figures were wildly unequal.

“We have reached the conclu-
sion that even if several assump-

Kurdish officials consistently complain that Baghdad has
never allotted more than 10 percent of the budget to the
Kurdistan Region, whereas Erbil is constitutionally entitled to
17 percent.

would be shared. In its anger, one
of Baghdad’s suggestions has
been that Erbil can keep the reve-
nues, as long as it does not insist
on its share of the national budget.

“Assuming that the exported
oil through Turkey will be sold at
the price of the international mar-
ket is a weak premise as well,
because according to the agree-
ment between the Kurdistan
Region and Turkey, 50 percent of
the exported oil will be sold to
Turkey at a lower price than on
the international market, and only
the other half will be sold at the
price on the international mar-
ket,” Siwaili explained.

Other assumptions are that the
process of collecting oil revenues

tions were true... instead of recei-
ving the $14.6 billion the
Kurdistan Regional Government
(KRG) is entitled to from the bud-
get, it would only receive $8.398
billion from annual oil revenues,”
he said.

“In fact, the real amount will
be much less than this,” he added,
citing many costs and variables
that have not been included in his
calculations.

Kurdish officials consistently
complain that Baghdad has never

allotted more than 10 percent of
the budget to the Kurdistan
Region, whereas Erbil is constitu-
tionally entitled to 17 percent.

“The real question is whether
the KRG can survive with such a
budget, considering factors such
as the huge administration costs,
considerable number of govern-
ment employees, corruption, lack
of governing experience and hun-
dreds of other economic difficul-
ties,” Siwaili said.

His calculations were based

on analyzing a best-case but unli-
kely scenario, under which oil
prices remain at $100 per barrel
for the entire year, exports remain
uninterrupted at 400,000 barrels
per day (bpd) and there are no
additional costs such as transit or
other fees.

Baghdad has strongly oppo-
sed independent oil exports by
Erbil, bound for markets in
Turkey and beyond. Baghdad and
the Kurds are currently at logger-
heads over how the revenues

would be completely transparent
and honest.

Siwaili also offered a remin-
der that the KRG is bound by
revenue sharing agreements with
foreign oil companies extracting
the oil, meaning that the cash
finally ending up in Erbil’s cof-
fers would be even smaller than
his calculations.

The KRG intends to boost
current oil exports of 150,000 bpd
to 400,000 bpd by the end of
2014. 0
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Le président du Kurdistan irakien
pessimiste avant Geneéeve Il

"Pour I'heure, il n'est pas évident
de dire que les forces démocra-
tiques, I'Armée libre de Syrie,
seront |'alternative du pouvoir en
place a Damas", car "ce sont les
organisations terroristes qui tien-
nent le haut du pave".

En septembre, des attentats

meurtriers avaient frappé la ville

d'Erbil, capitale de la région

autonome du Kurdistan irakien. Ces attentats ont été attribués au Front al-Nosra,
un mouvement jihadiste & la pointe de l'insurrection syrienne.

Avant ces attentats, des combats avaient déja opposé des jihadistes de I'Etat
islamique en Irak et au Levant (EIIL) et du Front al-Nosra a des élements des
Comités de protection du peuple kurde (YPG, principale milice kurde en Syrie)

BRUXELLES, 21 janvier 2014 (AFP)

LE PRESIDENT du Kurdistan irakien, Massoud Barzani, a déclaré mardi ne
pas attendre grand chose de la conférence Genéve Il sur la Syrie et a mis
en garde contre une percée des groupes terroristes.

"La conférence de Genéve Il sera l'occasion pour le peuple syrien de décider de
son propre destin méme si, personnellement, je ne nourris pas un optimisme
excessif. Je n'ai pas beaucoup d'attentes concernant cette conférence”, a dit M.
Barzani devant la commission des Affaires étrangéres du Parlement européen a
Bruxelles.

La situation en Syrie est "trés préoccupante pour I'lrak en général et la province
du Kurdistan en particulier car tout ce qui se passe en Syrie a une incidence
directe", a-t-il indiqué. Or, a-t-il fait remarquer, "des organisations et groupuscules
terroristes liés a Al-Qaida sont trés actifs" en Syrie et constituent "une menace

directe" pour le Kurdistan.

"En aucun cas il ne faut donner la chance de donner le pouvoir en Syrie a ces

organisations terroristes", a-t-il soutenu.

dans le nord-est de la Syrie.

La province du Kurdistan irakien accueille plus de 200.000 réfugiés syriens,

dont de nombreux Kurdes mais aussi des chrétiens. ®

23 janvier 2014

Saleh Muslim sur la Syrie :"Il n’y aura pas de
solutions sans les Kurdes"

http://mnew.humanite.fr

aleh Muslim, président du Parti de
: Punion démocratique (PYD), ne croit
i pas au succes possible de Genéve 2.
i Qu’attendez-vous de Geneve 2?7

i Saleh Muslim. Cette conférence ne peut pas
i réussir. Si on veut résoudre un conflit, il faut
i que toutes les parties prenantes soient pré-
i sentes et se parlent. Regardez ce qui se passe
i : chacun y représente I’intérét d’une des puis-
i sances étrangeres qui interviennent en Syrie
i pour ses propres intéréts. Il y a les représen-
i tants de la France, des Etats-Unis, de 1’ Arabie
i saoudite, du Qatar et méme de la Russie, mais
i pas du peuple syrien. Aucun parti représen-
¢ tant le peuple kurde n’est invité. Comment
i voulez-vous que cela donne le moindre résul-
i tat?

{ Comment analysez-vous la position de la
i France?

i Saleh Muslim. Le jeu de la France est de
i défendre ses intéréts commerciaux.Elle vient
i de signer un contrat énorme pour livrer des
i armes au Liban, lesquelles sont payées par
i I’ Arabie saoudite dans le seul but d’entretenir
i le conflit en Syrie. L’ Arabie saoudite a payé
i 3 milliards de dollars a la France. Méme
i chose avec la Turquie, ol va se rendre le pré-
i sident frangais pour la mise en place d’un
i consortium de 22 milliards de dollars.

i Avez-vous été recu par les autorités fran-
i caises?

i Saleh Muslim. Absolument pas. Depuis que
i le président Hollande est arrivé au pouvoir,
i nous n’avons plus aucun contact avec le Quai
d’Orsay. Pourtant, nous aurions des choses a
¢ discuter. Par exemple, la présence chez nous
i de djihadistes frangais ou européens, notam-

ment belges. Nous avons une vingtaine de
jeunes Belges prisonniers chez nous. On leur
dit qu’ils vont faire le djihad en Syrie contre
le régime, en réalité nombre d’entre eux ont
pris part aux attaques d’al-Qaida contre les
Kurdes.

Quelle est la situation actuelle dans les
régions kurdes ?

Saleh Muslim. Elle est trés difficile. Les
Kurdes ont di se battre sur tous les fronts. Au
début du soulevement populaire, nous avons
da faire face a la répression du régime et
combattre ses forces. Nous avons réussi a les
repousser en 2012 et a libérer notre région.
Alors sont venues les attaques des salafistes
soutenus par la Turquie. Plus de 3000 djiha-
distes ont été tués dans notre région. Nous
avons da accueillir 500000 réfugiés du reste
du pays et nous ne recevons aucune aide.
Méme l’aide humanitaire ne nous parvient
pas.

Comment voyez-vous I’avenir : autonomie
? Indépendance? Fédération des régions
kurdes ?

Saleh Muslim. Nous avons mis en place dans
nos trois régions une auto-administration
populaire. C’est le peuple qui gére ses
affaires comme il I’entend et de maniere
démocratique. Nous ne cherchons pas I’indé-
pendance. Nous souhaitons gérer nos affaires
en restant dans le cadre syrien. Nous ne
remettons pas en cause les frontieres. Nous
avons des relations avec les Kurdes de
Turquie et ceux d’Irak, mais nous n’avons ni
la méme histoire, ni les mémes institutions, ni
tout a fait la méme culture. Notre Kurdistan,
qu’on appelle le Rojava, a une population
composite: il y a des Kurdes, des Arabes, des
Arméniens... Nous devons respecter cela.

Y a-t-il des mouvements islamistes dans :

votre Kurdistan ?

Saleh Muslim. Nous combattons 1’influence

des religieux dans tout le Kurdistan.

Et celle du premier ministre turc Erdogan, qui i
a dépensé des millions de dollars pour i
essayer d’y implanter des partis religieux. Les
institutions que nous avons mises en place
sont laiques. Notre parti, le PYD, a aussi une :

N

femme 2 sa téte: Assiah Abdullah est ma i

coprésidente.

Nous avons institué le mariage civil, I’égalité :
entre les hommes et les femmes. 1y a30 %
de femmes parmi nos combattantes. Je suis i
allé I’an dernier en Turquie, pays avec lequel :
nous avons 845 kilometres de frontieres, pour
expliquer aux responsables qu’ils n’avaient :
rien A craindre: nous sommes syriens, pas :
turcs ni irakiens, nous suivons notre propre
voie et souhaitons avoir des relations ami- i

cales.

Et vos relations avec le Parti des travail-

leurs du Kurdistan (PKK)?

Saleh Muslim. Nous en avons avec ce parti
comme avec le PDK ou I’'UPK d’Irak. Nous i
sommes tous kurdes et essayons de nous ‘i
entendre, bien que nous ayons des histoires et i
des opinions différentes. La Turquie veut :
faire croire que nous sommes liés au PKK
pour tenter de nous faire inclure, nous aussi,

dans la liste des organisations terroristes. ®
Entretien réalisé par
Frangoise Germain Robin
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MONDE ARABE

Les frontieres brouillées

La guerre en Syrie accentue le regroupement

communautaire au Moyen?Orient au d triment
des fronti res trac es en 1916.

vec une moitié située en Syrie et I'au-

tre au Liban, la ferme de Mohammed
Al-Jamal a Al-Qasr est source de nom-
breux mysteres et d’inconvénients. Le ter-
rain était dans sa famille bien avant que les
Européens ne tracent les frontieres du
Moyen-Orient d’aujourd’hui. Jamal n’a
jamais vraiment tenu compte de cette ligne
invisible qui serpente a quelques metres de
sa maison. La guerre civile non plus.
Certains de ses proches ont été enlevés, des
voisins se sont portés volontaires pour
aller au combat [en Syrie] et des obus ont
atterri sur sa propriété. Autant de preuves
de l'insignifiance de cette frontiere.

“Pour moi, tout ¢a c’est a cause de 1’accord
Sykes-Picot”, explique-t-il en référence au
pacte secret conclu en 1916 entre les
Frangais et les Britanniques pour le partage
de I'Empire ottoman. Il en est résulté la
création d’Etats-nations qui n’avaient
jamais existé et méconnaissaient tous les
liens familiaux et communautaires
antérieurs. Une grande part de I'actuelle
instabilité de la région trouve ses racines
dans cette époque.

Presque un siecle apres leur établissement,
la viabilité de ses frontieres — et des Etats
qu’elles forment — est mise a l'épreuve
comme jamais. La guerre en Syrie déborde
en Irak, au Liban, en Turquie, en Jordanie
et en Israél, autant de pays et de popula-
tions qui ont vécu ensemble pendant des
siecles et dont I'histoire, les croyances et le
mode de vie transcendent les frontieres qui
les ont vus naftre.

Les sunnites de toute la région convergent
vers la Syrie pour se battre aux cotés des
rebelles, bon nombre d’entre eux animés
par des idéaux extrémistes de restauration
du pouvoir sunnite. Leurs compatriotes
chiites font de méme, mais pour défendre
le régime du président Bachar El-Assad,
renforcant ainsi la dimension sectaire d"un
conflit qui dépasse désormais la Syrie.

“Aujourd’hui, il n’y a plus de frontiere de
I'Iran au Liban, affirme Walid Joumblatt,
chef de la minorité druze du Liban.

A Dessin de Schot, Pays-Bas.

Officiellement elles sont toujours la, mais
existeront-elles encore dans quelques
années ? Si le morcellement se poursuit,
c’est tout le Moyen-Orient qui va se
désagréger.” Personne ne croit sérieuse-
ment que la guerre conduira a une modifi-
cation formelle du tracé des frontieres.
Mais I'heure est aussi grave qu’au lende-
main de la Premiere Guerre mondiale,
explique Fawaz Gerges, de la London
School of Economics.

e désordre en Syrie a déja commencé a

brouiller les cartes, faisant émerger de
nouvelles frontieres plus fideles a la réalité
du terrain. Quatre drapeaux flottent désor-
mais sur le territoire syrien, chacun repré-
sentant un courant, une identité ou une
allégeance révélés par la guerre. Et une
vision possible de l’avenir du pays. “II est
trés difficile de prédire ce qui va se passer.
Le systeme d’Etats mis en place au Moyen-
Orient apres la Premiere Guerre mondiale
est en train de s’effondrer”, poursuit
Gerges. Alors que le conflit en Syrie entre
dans sa troisieme année, de nouvelles fron-
tieres non officielles émergent dans toute
la région. Dans les zones désertiques
situées entre 'Euphrate et le Tigre — autre-
ment dit la Mésopotamie de I’Antiquité —,
I'Etat islamique [sunnite] étend son
influence de plus en plus loin en Irak et en
Syrie, et le drapeau d’Al-Qaida flotte des
deux cotés de la frontiere. La volonté de
restaurer le califat sunnite attire des volon-
taires de toute la région.

Etat-nation. Dans le nord-est de la Syrie,
certaines communautés kurdes ont déclaré
leur autonomie et brandissent le drapeau

kurde, nourrissant les espoirs d’indépen-
dance de tout un peuple qui avait été frus-
tré par la nouvelle donne de l'apres-
guerre. Soutenus par l'arrivée de volon-
taires chiites d’Irak et du Liban, les fideles
de Bachar El-Assad renforcent leur con-
trole sur une portion du territoire allant de
Damas jusqu’a la cote, ol vit 'essentiel de
la minorité alaouite, fideéle au pouvoir chi-
ite. La flotte encore le drapeau a deux
étoiles du régime baasiste, vieux de quar-
ante ans.

Partout les massacres et les persécutions de
populations ayant le malheur de ne pas
étre du bon coté de la frontiere nient la
diversité qui a toujours caractérisé la Syrie.
Les chrétiens et les alaouites fuient les
zones contrdlées par les rebelles, tandis
que les sunnites, plus proches des
insurgés, tentent de sortir des territoires
aux mains des troupes gouvernementales.
IIs se réfugient au Liban, en Turquie, en
Jordanie et en Irak, sans trop savoir s'ils
pourront bientdt rentrer chez eux.

t derriere chaque territoire on devine

I'influence de puissances étrangeres
qui fournissent armes et argent a leurs pro-
tégés pour mieux servir leurs intéréts.
L’Arabie Saoudite, le Qatar et d’autres
Etats du Golfe soutiennent les rebelles isla-
mistes, alors que l'Iran et la Russie
appuient les forces du régime. Cette situa-
tion n’est pas sans rappeler la rivalité entre
grandes puissances qui a fagonné la région
il y a pres d’un siecle.

A l'exception des Kurdes, qui réclament
depuis longtemps leur propre Etat, rares
sont toutefois ceux qui se disent favorables
a une nouvelle partition, laquelle parait
pourtant inévitable dans ce contexte de
fragmentation.

Certes leurs dirigeants n’ont pas réussi a
transformer ces Etats-nations en entités
viables, mais la plupart des gens adherent
a lidentité des pays dans lesquels ils
vivent, souligne Malek Abdeh, un écrivain
proche de l'opposition syrienne installé a
Londres.

“C’est l'incapacité des élites politiques a
proposer une vision transcendant les dif-
férences qui nourrit le sectarisme, conclut-
il. Le concept d’Etat-nation reste puissam-
ment ancré dans les esprits, méme si la
réalité ne correspond pas aux idéaux dom-
inants.” ¢
—Liz Sly
Publié le 27 décembre 2013 dans The
Washington Post (extraits) Washington
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Special Report: Amid Syria's violence,
Kurds carve out autonomy

By Erika Solomon
(Reuters)

AMISHLI, Syria - In the northeast cor-

ner of Syria, a pocket of stability is
emerging amid the country's civil war.
Here the talk is of building, not bombing.

Local leaders have launched projects to
revive normal life and encourage people to
stay. They are creating a regional adminis-
tration, producing cheap fuel, subsidizing
seeds for crops and trying to restore elec-
tricity to an area that had lost power for
nearly 24 hours a day. And so far they are
fighting off the forces of both President
Bashar al-Assad and the rebels who want
to oust him.

The people now in control here are
Kurds, an ethnic group that forms the
majority of the population in parts of
northern Syria, eastern Turkey, northern
Iraq and western Iran.

"We have no power or water. Food is
short," said Hardin, a 30-year-old teacher,
shivering as cold rain began to fall at the
funeral of a Kurdish fighter. "But before,
our minds and spirits were repressed. Now
our dreams are becoming reality. This is
the Kurdish moment. Going back to the
way we were is not an option. It would be a
betrayal of those who sacrificed their
lives."

For years the 30 million Kurds spread
across those territories have been the
world's largest ethnic group without an
independent homeland. Only the Kurds in
Iraq, who displaced Iraqi forces in the
1990s when a U.S. and British no-fly zone
was in place against Saddam Hussein, have
managed to carve out an area of real auton-
omy.

Now some of Syria's 2.2 million Kurds
sense an opportunity to take another step
towards the long-term dream of creating
an independent state of "Kurdistan."

On Tuesday, on the eve of peace talks in
Switzerland, Kurds in Syria declared a
provincial government in the area. The
move came after international powers
denied their request to send a separate del-
egation to the peace talks.

Local leaders insist they have no plans
for secession but say they are preparing a
local constitution and aim to hold elections
early this year. This is not independence
but "local democratic administration,” they
say.

Whatever name it goes by, it is another
complicating factor in a war that threatens
to remake the Middle East. Syria has frac-

Oil pumpjacks are
seen at the
Rumeilan oilfield,
Qamishli province
December 11, 2013.
REUTERS/Rodi
Said

tured into statelets, with little evidence of
any one group emerging as clear victor.

Both Damascus and neighboring
Turkey fear the Kurds' growing autonomy
will pave the way for secession. Turkey has
closed its border with Syria in a bid to con-
tain such a move. Ankara, which fought a
Kurdish insurgency for decades, has
already strengthened a barbed wire fence
that snakes along parts of the border with
Syrian Kurdish regions. Plans to build a
wall there sparked large Kurdish protests.

Ankara, Tehran, Baghdad and
Damascus all have a history of suppressing
Kurdish ambitions, often ruthlessly. But
with both Syria and Iraq torn by internal
conflicts, and Turkey trying to make peace
with its Kurds, Syria's Kurds see a chance
to stake a claim on territory they say
belongs to them.

Locals no longer call this region north-
eastern Syria, but "Rojava" - Western
Kurdistan.

In Qamishli, a Syrian town close to the
border with Turkey, journalist Mohammed
Sharo talked of an emerging sense of
Kurdish community ready to defy official
frontiers. "Kurds in Turkey protested
against Turkey's planned wall, while we
protested on the other side from Syria," he
said. "The way I feel now is, let them build
the wall. That thing they call a border is no
longer really there."

TOWN BY TOWN

The northeastern Kurds have long been
one of Syria's poorest and most oppressed
minorities, with few official rights to the
fertile land they live on or the oil reserves
it contains. Their language, seen as a threat
to the rule of Assad's Arab nationalist
party, was banned. Thousands of people
were never given official identity papers.
Many of the villages here are no more than
a maze of mud huts.

Nearly three years of rebellion and civil
war, which have killed more than 100,000
people and displaced 6 million, have inflict-

ed further physical deprivation on the
Kurds - but liberated them psychologically.

While Assad's forces were distracted
with their fight against rebels in Syria's
west, Kurdish leaders gradually seized ter-
ritory. "We started near the Iraqi border -
just one tiny little checkpoint," said Aldar
Xelil, a leading member of the Democratic
Union Party (PYD), the strongest political
force in Kurdish Syria. "And from check-
point to checkpoint we went across the
entire region. Now we only have two cities
to finish: Qamishli and Hassaka."

A visitor with a single permission slip
from the PYD can now travel the 200 or so
kilometers (124 miles) from the verdant
borderlands with Iraq to the flat brown
plains outside Ras al-Ain, which marks the
end of Kurdish territory. Such freedom of
movement is impossible in most of the rest
of Syria, where the government or various
rebel factions control different towns and,
in some areas, even different roads.

The resurgent sense of Kurdish identi-
ty was evident at the funeral where partic-
ipants celebrated even as they mourned,
singing songs about "Kurdistan" and "free-
dom" that would have been unimaginable
before the uprising against Assad.

Beyond the cemetery, rows of
ploughed brown fields were ready for
planting. In the town of Amuda, a lanky
man with a droopy moustache was playing
his own small part in the battle for autono-
my. Basheer Suleiman patted a truck-sized
generator that he had set up to power a
market; its loud groans competed with
honking cars and chatty shoppers as they
inspected vegetables and queued for bread
in the muddy central square.

Though Kurdish forces have staunched
most of the violence in the northeast, eco-
nomic essentials, including electricity,
remain in short supply. Suleiman heads the
new Ronak Electric Company - a lofty name
for a group that is cobbling together a
power system using smuggled and =
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= looted supplies.

"I got some cables from smugglers. We
bought some big generators from factories
here that can no longer operate because of
the war. I even sent a delegation of men
east to (rebel-held) Deir al-Zor and we
bought some generators from looters who
ransacked companies," Suleiman said.

The main districts of Amuda now have
electricity for about 10 hours a day, split
between the morning and evening.

THE OIL QUESTION

0il could have helped the Kurds' ambi-
tions, but production stopped after armed
groups began stealing crude from the
pipelines, which head to government-held
refineries in central and coastal Syria. To
compensate, the PYD seized large stock-
piles of crude and have refined it to make
diesel for use in farmers' tractors and heat-
ing stoves. The party sells it at only 30 lira
(10 cents) per liter - cheaper than Assad's
government can offer.

In addition to the military and political
bodies, the PYD has also set up an oil com-
pany - "Sadco" - and a "Council for
Economics and Development." The two
bodies would not allow reporters into the
Rumeilan oilfield, but they did offer an
interview with Abdelrahman Hamu, head
of the economic council.

Wearing a smart fitted blazer, Hamu
ushered his visitors into a black BMW,
shoving aside a Kalashnikov laid against
the leather seats, and drove towards an iso-
lated group of shipping containers, sur-
rounded by a chain-link fence, that serve as
a base for various development projects
from making fertilizer to fuel.

PYD officials say the oilfield will remain
untouched until a political deal is reached
on Syria's fate. The problem, however, is
what Kurds will do if the conflict lasts
longer than their crude stockpiles.

If the Kurds did begin to use the
Rumeilan oilfield, they would either have to
send oil to Assad's refineries or launch a
costly project to redirect it through Iraqi
Kurdistan. Either would require a deal with
forces they are not currently friendly with.
Nevertheless, Hamu is confident that eco-
nomic interests will ultimately trump polit-
ical differences, indicating that he even
hopes for foreign investment.

"We'll make it easy for any company,
whatever its nationality, to invest. If their
economic gain will benefit Syrians here, we
will make it easy for them to do that by
speeding up licensing, providing security
and a place to work." Foreign companies
would have a tax-free grace period of a year
or two, he said.

MANY HURDLES

Despite such optimism, many problems
remain for the northeast region, both with-
in Syria and with its neighbors in Turkey
and Iraq.

In the main cities of Hassaka and
Qamishli, power hangs in an uneasy bal-

Kurdish students
sit in their class-
room in the town
of Rumeilan, near
the Syrian/Iraqi
border, December
10, 2013. Picture
taken December
10, 2013.
REUTERS/Rodi
Said

ance. Assad's army and some allied militias
still control parts of Qamishli, including
some of the city center, a nearby military
base, and the airport. You can still catch a
flight from Damascus to Qamishli.

The rest of the city, which had a popula-
tion of 200,000 before the conflict began, is
controlled by Kurdish police forces, called
"Asayish," and their allies.

For now, the two sides seem to co-exist.
Fighters pass each other like ghosts. At a
square in the heart of the city, Syrian sol-
diers on trucks mounted with anti-aircraft
guns drove through a crowd of school chil-
dren crossing the street, just as a Kurdish
patrol drove past on the other side of the
square.

Such is the co-existence of the forces
that opponents of the PYD say it is either
aligned with or being duped by Assad's
regime.

"Government ministers still come on
visits here. State employees still get their
salaries, the phones still work, the health-
care system is in place," said Mohammed
Ismail, a member of the rival Kurdish
Democratic Party (KDP). "Where is this
local autonomy they speak of?"

The PYD's ambitious slate of social proj-
ects is looked on with suspicion by its oppo-
nents, who say it has been handed power
by Assad in an attempt to weaken the oppo-
sition. What look like steps toward autono-
my, they argue, are undermining the Syrian
uprising and are actually a charade that will
be revealed if Assad defeats his enemies, at
which point Kurdish gains will be crushed.

Aldar Xelil shrugs with exasperation at
the accusations of an under-the-table deal
with the government. "Let the regime hold
on to a base here or there, let it keep its
administrative offices — they exist now in
name only. At least they keep paying the
salaries to state employees. People can con-
tinue to live. So yes, we are playing poli-
tics," he said.

There are divisions, too, between the
Syrian Kurds and those over the border in
Iraq. The two groups speak different
dialects. Though 250,000 Kurds from Syria
have moved to live in Iraqi Kurdistan, there
is clear rivalry between the PYD in Syria
and Massoud Barzani, the leader of the
Iraqi Kurds.

The dominant fighting force in Kurdish
Syria is the People's Defence Unit (YPG),
which is tied to the PYD political party.
Both have an ideology inspired by the
Kurdistan Worker's Party (PKK) in Turkey,
and posters of a potbellied and musta-
chioed Abdullah Ocalan, the leader of the
PKK, are now common in northeastern
Syria.

The YPG has stopped rival groups from
entering the Kurdish enclave. Syrian Kurds
suspect Barzani, the leader of the Iraqi
Kurds, of wanting to extend his control into
their territory. Publicly, Barzani has said
only that he wants to keep the Kurds unit-
ed.

Syrian Kurds also fear interference
from Turkey, which has no desire to see its
Kurdish population forge links with an
autonomous region in Syria. Both the PYD
and PKK have accused Turkey of sending
[slamists to Syria to fight them - a claim
Ankara denies.

FRACTURED SYRIA

Damascus, too, sees a challenge in the
growing Kurdish autonomy. The chances of
recreating a unified Syria with one central
government seem slim, even if a peace set-
tlement can be reached. Kurdish national-
ism adds to the challenge of reuniting a
country now embroiled in the far broader
power struggle between Sunni Muslims -
who make up many of the rebels - and the
Shia Muslims of Iran, who back Assad's
Alawite sect.

Quite apart from the Kurdish ambitions,
the war is creating mini statelets, some run
by the Sunni Muslim rebels, others by
Assad's Alawite minority. As Syria breaks
apart, ethnic groups and sects elsewhere
may increasingly question existing borders.
In particular, Kurds and Sunnis in [raq may
argue that they have more in common with
their brethren in Syria than the rest of the
population of Iraq.

Given the array of competing interests,
some local politicians believe a federal sys-
tem might emerge in Syria. PYD leader
Aldar Xelil said: "I can't imagine that an
Alawite or a Sunni will be able to agree to
share a single administration. There has
been too much Kkilling. The whole psycho-
logical state of these communities has
changed. =
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= "Perhaps we will have to resort to sep-
arating Alawites and Sunnis and Kurds
administratively."

He foresees a federalized system,
rather than Syria's Kurds carving out an
entirely new land for themselves.

"A division from Syria itself, it won't
happen. A federalized system though - that
is possible."

Nevertheless, some ordinary Kurds
still hope to realize a single, united
Kurdish identity. Turkish youths continue
to smuggle themselves in to join the fight
in Syria; others from Turkey and Iran are
trying to help Syria's Kurds revive their
culture.

Iranian Kurdish activists and Turkish
Kurdish writers are becoming a source of

Men carry coffins of mem-
bers of the Kurdish
People’s Protection Units
(YPG) who were killed
during clashes with the al
Qaeda-affiliated Islamic
State of Iraq and the
Levant (ISIL), at Khirbet
Al-Banat village in the
Ras al-Ain countryside, in
this December 24, 2013 file
photo. REUTERS/Rodi
Said/Files

inspiration in Syria's Kurdish regions. As
Khoshman Qado, a journalist and local
poet in Qamishli, put it: "We have an
opportunity to develop our ideas on social

issues, religion, politics. This could
become a kind of renaissance for Kurds."e

Kurdish women
fight for equality
in Syria

January 22,2014 - By Erika Solomon (Reuters)

MALIKIYA, Syria - Like her five sisters before her, Ahin left
school to help her mother at home. Now she's training to fight.

At a remote Kurdish militia base on the grassy rolling hills near
Syria's border with Iraq, the stocky 19-year-old jumps and crawls
with rows of women in olive green fatigues. Their commander
barks an order, and they take position and aim their Kalashnikovs.

The training camp is a powerful sign of the way Syria's Kurds are
working to create an autonomous region. While both Islamist
rebels and forces loyal to President Bashar al-Assad have sidelined
women, in this Kurdish area, men are happy to fight alongside
them. Kurdish military leaders say about a third of the Kurds' figh-
ting force are women. Many, like Ahin, would never have dreamed
of taking up arms until recently.

"I saw all these women leaving home to defend our land and was
inspired. I never thought about things like women's equality before
I joined the Women's Defence Brigades. It was a strange decision
for me to make," she says, wiping sweaty brown curls off her fore-
head. "Now I've started a whole new life."

Kurdish society in Syria may be conservative by Western stan-
dards, but it is less so than other communities in the country. Now,
says Nisreen, the base's 32-year-old trainer and commander,
Kurdish women see an opportunity to tie their own liberation to
the region's.

"When there is war, violence doesn't discriminate between men or
women, so why do we? Women are just as much a part of this
society. We will share in this task," she says.

Like all the women interviewed for this story, Nisreen declined to
give her last name.

SMART POLITICS

The Democratic Union Party (PYD), the most powerful group in
Syria's Kurdish areas, has run the region since Assad's forces with-
drew in 2012, and created both the male and female militia groups
that now defend the area. The PYD has ideological ties to the

Kurdish female fighters of the Kurdish People’s Protection
Units (YP]) are seen in training at a military camp in Malikiya,

Kurdistan Worker's Party (PKK) in Turkey, which fought a three-
decade war against Ankara and pioneered women's militias and
quotas.

Both groups require political and military leadership roles to have
co-chairs - one man, one woman. The rule is ideological, but also
smart politics in a society where women have few options in public
life.

"That's a whole extra bloc of potential constituents," says Kurdish
expert Aliza Marcus. "And because it offers options for advance-
ment, women are often the most committed members."

Nojan, 20, who adorns her plain fatigues with a black scarf embroi-
dered with flowers, said female fighters were particularly proud of
helping beat back fighters from al Qaeda during battles late last
year.

"When we arrived at the front, it was dark, and al Qaeda was close
to our position ... we shouted to them that we were women with
weapons in our hands, here to defend our people to the death,"
says Nojan.

"They told us to leave, they didn't want to fight women."

Ahin says that on trips home she is sparking heated debates about
women's rights with her brothers and father, who bristle at her cri-
tiques of male-dominated society.

"I want them to follow my path, but they need time," she says, smi-
ling. "When I lived at home, I was just a well-behaved girl. Here, I
not only learned how to carry a gun, I learned how to speak. I
became a woman."O
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Turkey shifts toward Iran on Syria

Turkey is resetting its relations with Iran, including over Syria.

Author Ali Hashem
www.al-monitor.com

EHRAN, Iran — What's going on between Iran and Turkey?

Questions are being raised by allies before enemies. The two
neighboring, former Islamic empires were thought to be parting with
many of their differences over the Syrian crisis, which both regard as
a foreign policy priority. Day after day there are indications that
Ankara and Iran are heading slowly but surely toward strategic rela-
tions, which could result in the countries signing what a source in
Tehran described as a “strategic cooperation treaty.”

Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan is expected in Tehran
within two weeks. Meanwhile, both countries’ foreign ministers
exchanged visits within a short time period; Iranian Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif visited Turkey on Jan. 4, while Turkish
Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu was in Tehran a week earlier. As
these words are written, Iranian Undersecretary for Arab and African
Affairs Hussein Amir Abdulahyan is in Ankara to meet his counter-
part. These meetings reflect a high level of coordination between Iran
and Turkey. Yet some will ask, what about their differences over
Syria?

There’s no doubt that the Syrian crisis rattled the harmony that once
brought together Tehran, Ankara, Doha and Damascus, but this
meant nothing to Iran’s cooperation with Turkey on a different front.
A source in Tehran told Al-Monitor that security officials of both coun-
tries met frequently and shared information vital to national security.
“There was cooperation, even in Syria. On several occasions Turkish
and Iranian mutual efforts helped in releasing kidnapped personnel
from both countries. There might be differences in the political goals,
but on the security front both countries share the same objectives
and won’t do anything that harms the other’s interests.”

It’s not just politics and security, the economy plays an important role
in bilateral relations. Erdogan is still paying the price for the black
holes he’s accused of creating in the sanction system on Iran, speci-
fically what’s known as the gold-for-oil scheme. At least $20 billion
was exchanged in trade between the two countries in 2012, and this

Turkish Foreign Minister
Ahmet Davutoglu helps
Iranian Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif
during a news conference
in Ankara. REUTERS

figure is expected to increase now that some sanctions on Iran are to
be loosened.

Yet, on the political front, what are the Iranians and Turks planning?

n Syria, it's nearly certain that both countries' positions are

moving closer to one another. Turkey is now convinced that a
political solution is the only exit from the current bloodshed.
Moreover, it's feeling the heat as Islamic radical groups dominate its
shared border with Syria, threatening Turkey's security and possibly
its economic and political stability. There’s one important last point:
Turkey is being pushed out of Syria by other regional powers. Even
its allies in the Syrian opposition aren’t as influential as before, and
on the ground, the main fighting factions — besides the Islamic State
of Iraq and al-Sham (ISIS) — are closer to Saudi Arabia. As a result,
Turkey’s role in Syria is diminishing.
Iran is still paying a heavy price to keep Syria’s defiant President
Bashar al-Assad in power until the next election. This price varies
from lives to money and arms. It's not a secret that the Islamic
Republic gained from the crisis the power of being Syria's regional
caretaker — the door that everyone knocks when needed.

Iran’s relations with the region needs normalization. Both Iran and
Turkey need each other. Each has its bloc of allies, and moreover,
they share the same regional rivals.e

Ali Hashem is an Arab journalist serving as Al Mayadeen news network's chief
correspondent. Until March 2012, he was Al Jazeera's war correspondent, and
prior to that he was a senior journalist at the BBC. He has written for several Arab
newspapers, including the Lebanese daily As Safir, the Egyptian dailies Al-Masry
al-Youm and Aldostor, and the Jordanian daily Alghad. He has also contributed to
The Guardian. On Twitter: @alihashem_tv
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Maliki: I Did Not Say
Kurdistan Budget
Should Be Cut

'It’s not
possible
for Kurds
to sepa-
rate over
a barrel
of oil,’
Maliki
said.

stance over threats to cut off the
Kurdistan Region from the fede-

rudaw.net

RBIL, Kurdistan Region —

Following talks with Kurdish
officials in Baghdad, Iraqi Prime
Minister Nuri al-Maliki said he
favored a “language of understan-
ding” to resolve disputes with
Erbil, and that differences over oil
exports cannot be a reason for the
Kurds to separate from Iraq.

Meetings led by Kurdistan
Regional Government (KRG)
Prime  Minister  Nechirvan
Barzani in Baghdad to resolve oil
and budget rows ended inconclu-
sively on Sunday, with a decision
to continue the talks at a later
date.

Following the closed-door
meetings, Maliki softened his

ral budget, unless there was
agreement over revenues from the
oil exports to Turkey.

"I have not said I would cut
the KRG's share of the budget. I
said there should be a language of
understanding to solve the issues
between Baghdad and Erbil,"
Maliki told Rudaw.

Meanwhile, Barzani said in
an interview he had expressed to
Baghdad his displeasure over the
threats.

“We told them frankly that the
language of threats is unaccepta-
ble and it’s not in the interest of
any party,” Barzani told Rudaw.
“This is not an issue to be resol-
ved with threats. It needs -
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= meetings and negotiations to
reach an agreement.”

The main bone of contention
is over revenues from oil exports
through a newly-extended pipe-
line to Turkey. The exports have
reportedly already begun. But the
Turks say they are only storing
the oil until an agreement over
revenues.

The Kurdistan Region wants
to withhold revenues to account
for money owed by Baghdad,
including the 17 percent annual
share of the budget which
Kurdish officials complain they
have never received in full.

The central government,
meanwhile, wants the income to

be placed into a fund, and given to
the KRG as it sees fit.

Maliki has favored a "com-
prehensive budget that includes
revenues from the south, central
and north.”

Maliki emphasized that "Iraq
must remain united for its
wealth."

“Erbil and Baghdad have to
be within one state," said Maliki.
“Kurdistan will be weak if it sepa-
rates and I am against all separa-
tion based on oil," he added.

According to Maliki, the
separation of the Kurdistan
Region based on differences over
oil would not be in the interest of
the Kurds, Sunnis or Shiites.

Maliki also called for the for-
mation of a National Council to
oversee oil policy in the country
until a hydrocarbon law, which
has been languishing in the Iraqi
parliament due to differences bet-
ween the KRG and Baghdad, is
passed.

He demanded that "the public
wealth should be distributed fairly
and the mechanism of the wealth
distribution should be constitutio-
nal."

"If we have disputes over the
constitution, then there is the
Federal Court to settle such
issues. It’s not possible for Kurds
to separate over a barrel of oil or
money," he stressed.

He also disclosed that, “the
KRG delegation said that they
would not export oil without
Baghdad's approval." But Barzani
told Rudaw that, “There is no
guarantee and no such talk has
taken place. No guarantee has
been given to anyone.”

Meanwhile, Iraq’s deputy
prime minister for energy affairs,
Hussein Shahristani, said that the
two sides had agreed on a general
framework.

“The brothers from the
Kurdistan Region needed more
time to study our proposals, but
an agreement on a general frame-
work has been reached," he said.a

‘ January / 15/ 2014

Turkish intelligence denies claims over
Paris killings but launches internal probe

ANKARA
www.hurriyetdailynews.com

he Turkish National Intelligence

Organization (MIT) has strictly denied
any involvement in the killings of three
Kurdish women members of groups affilia-
ted with the outlawed Kurdistan Workers’
Party (PKK) in Paris last year, as suggested
by a video recording and in an alleged MIT
document. Nonetheless, the organization
also announced that it has launched “an
administrative investigation” internally,
concerning the allegations.

In the last days, through some voice
recordings and documents featured in
media bodies and social media, the organi-
zation is being tried to be linked with the
issue of the PKK members who were killed
in Paris, the press office of the MIT
Undersecretariat said in a written state-
ment released on Jan. 15.

“It is being considered that the said
reports are an operation aimed at wearing
away our organization which has assumed
an active role in the resolution process and
aimed at bringing the personnel that has
served along this process into a situation in
which they cannot perform their duties, by
outing them,” the statement said.

A voice recording posted online on Jan.
13 allegedly featuring the voice of Omer
Giiney, who stands accused of the killing of
the three women, suggested that the order
for the murders came from the MIT.

On Jan. 15, a Turkish daily newspaper
published a document said to have belon-
ged to MIT. The alleged document says that
6,000 euros were sent to an MIT staff mem-
ber whose code name is “Legionnaire,” so

that he would make preparations for “an
operation” targeting Cansiz.

“He can be used in rendering the orga-
nization member ineffective,” said the alle-
ged document, referring to Legionnaire.
The word “organization” refers to the PKK
and “rendering ineffective” is a phrase fre-
quently employed by the Turkish Armed
Forces (TSK) to describe the killing of PKK
militants.

“Our organization has definitely no
relation with the murders of Sakine Cansiz,
Leyla Saylemez and Fidan Dogan. All the
same, the required administrative investi-
gation concerning the claims in question
has been launched within our internal
structure,” it also said, while underlining
that the intelligence organization was fulfil-
ling the duties assigned to it by the Law No:
2937 “within the framework of laws.”

“From now on too, [our organization]
will continue its duty with determination
within this framework,” the statement
concluded.

In late December 2012, Prime Minister
Recep Tayyip Erdogan made public that
intelligence agents were meeting with jai-
led leader of the PKK Abdullah Ocalan,
exposing a “resolution/peace” process
aimed at ending the three-decade long
conflict between Turkey’s security forces
and the PKK, in order to pave the way for
the resolution of the century-old Kurdish
issue.

The road was rocky, however, as seen
onJan. 9, 2013, when Cansiz, 55, a founding
member of the PKK; Dogan, 32, a spokes-
woman for the organization in France and
Europe; and a trainee named Saylemez, 25,
were assassinated in Paris. The killings sent

a shockwave through Europe’s Kurdish
community. On Jan. 17, tens of thousands
of people participated in a grand funeral
ceremony held in Diyarbakir, a predomi-
nantly Kurdish-populated southeastern
Anatolia province which has a symbolic
importance for Kurds, for the three women.
Despite worries of possible provocations
and sabotage that would turn the ceremony
into a violent protest, such fears did not
materialize during the peaceful gathering,
during which the women’s coffins were
covered with the flags of the PKK.

The Peace and Democracy Party (BDP)
Batman deputy Ayla Akat Ata, meanwhile,
submitted on Jan. 15 a written motion
which contained 10 specific questions
about the claims concerning the Paris kil-
lings. Ata addressed her questions to Prime
Minister Erdogan.

Ata was among a parliamentary dele-
gation who visited Ocalan on Jan. 3, 2013
when she was accompanied by indepen-
dent deputy Ahmet Tiirk. It was the first
parliamentary visit paid to Ocalan and was
made public as part of the peace process.m
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The rise of Syria's Kurds

Kurds declare autonomous zone in northern Syria despite some objections

Namo Abdulla

www.aljazeera.com

Syrian Kurds declared an autonomous
government in northern Syria on
Tuesday, a move that follows in the foots-
teps of Iraqi Kurds who have established
what scholars often describe as a prospe-
rous “quasi-state” thanks to the US-led
wars in Iraq in 1991 and 2003.

Though the declaration of autonomy by
Syrian Kurds defies both Turkey and the
US, its timing is ideal and nobody seems to
be able to reverse the move in a region
mired in turmoil. Coming just a day before
the Geneva Il conference, where Kurds
have no direct representation, the
announcement has raised further doubts
about the effectiveness of world powers to
find a top-down solution for Syria's
increasingly multi-dimensional conflict.

Announced in the predominately Kurdish-
populated city of Qamishli to a cheering
audience of several hundred people wav-
ing Kurdish flags, the move was led by the
Democratic Union Party (PYD), the most
powerful Syrian Kurdish group whose
armed wing has successfully prevented al-
Qaeda-affiliated rebels from controlling
"Syrian Kurdistan”, also known as Rojava.

The Rojava government seems to enjoy
the support of most Kurds in Syria.
Signatories of the declaration include rep-
resentatives of more than 50 parties. The
new administration will be in charge of
the affairs of three provinces including
Qamishli, Afrin and Kobani, where Kurds
are predominant but other peoples such as
Arabs and Assyrians live, too.

In many ways, Rojava is similar to the
Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) in
Irag. After the 2003 US-led invasion of
Iraq, Iragi Kurds chose pragmatism over
idealism by staying part of an oil-rich Iraq
rather than declaring independence in a
landlocked region. Syrian Kurds are calling
for the same thing: federalism not out-
right secession.

VIABILITY

evertheless, there are already ques-
tions raised over the viability of this
fledgling autonomous zone in a country
ravaged by internecine conflict. The pri-

from brethren in Iraq.

mary threat to Rojava's existence is its
location: It is surrounded by hostile
powers. At present, it enjoys virtually no
support, and it is not likely to gain the
support of the Arab Sunni opposition, their
regional backers such as Turkey and Saudi
Arabia, or the United States - not imme-
diately anyway. Rojava also lacks the kind
of no-fly zone backing that the Iraqi Kurds
were granted after the First Gulf War in
1991.

For Turkey and the US, support is likely to
be held back due to the PYD's linkage to
the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK), an
armed group designated as a "terrorist”
group by both countries. The PYD itself is
not listed as such by most nations and its
leader, Salih Muslim, travels freely in
Europe and has visited Turkey, too.

More significantly, perhaps, Rojava enjoys
only lukewarm support from the top lead-
ership of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq
(KRG). Turkey has pressured KRG President
Masoud Barzani to take a hostile approach
towards the PYD.

Last November, Barzani issued a strong
statement against the PYD's announce-
ment of the autonomy plan, calling it
"autocracy”. That led to a war of words
between the KRG and PYD. Local news
reports said that the KRG banned Muslim
from traveling through Erbil airport, for-
cing the PYD leader to use Baghdad as his
point of departure.

Even though Turkey hopes to see stronger
action taken by the KRG against the PYD,
there is only so much the KRG is able - or
willing - to do in that regard.

Observers of Kurdish affairs know well that
it is inconceivable for Barzani to engage in
an armed confrontation with the PYD.
Such an action would be tantamount to
political suicide when his own constituen-
cy harbours a great deal of sympathy for
both the PYD and PKK rebels based in the
mountains of northern Iraq.

And yet, has the KRG not tolerated an
even bigger Turkish enemy, the PKK, on its
soil for more than a decade? Does it not
allow for weapons and aid to be (secretly)
transferred to its bases in the Qandil
Mountains?

It is also worth noting that other Iraqi
Kurdish parties, including the PUK party of
Iragi President Jalal Talabani and Gorran,
the second most popular party in

Syrian Kurds were subjected to brutal
suppression by President Bashar al-
Assad and his father, Hafiz [AFP]

Kurdistan, do not share Barzani's anti-PYD
stance.

Moreover, Barzani might rhetorically be
opposed to the PYD's advances in Syria,
but he knows in practice the mere emer-
gence of the PYD has multiple advantages.
Firstly, the PYD serves as a bulwark to pre-
vent al-Qaeda from crossing the porous
border into Iragi Kurdistan.

The lIraqi-Kurdish leader also seems to
realise that the PYD, as it is the case with
the PKK, provides extra political leverage
for him against Turkey, which has increas-
ingly appeared as a staunch supporter of
the KRG's controversial oil policy in Iraq
and internationally.

Indeed, Barzani's rhetoric ought not to be
confused with his government's actions,
and most would argue that Erbil's anti-PYD
stance is more tactical than real. After all,
Iragi Kurds have opened their border for
more than 200,000 Syrian Kurdish refugees
and spent millions of dollars on housing
and feeding them.

TIMING IS EVERYTHING

he timing of the PYD's declaration

could not be more ideal. It comes at a
time when Turkish Prime Minister Recep
Tayyip Erdogan is facing a strong domestic
challenge to his authority as Turkish prose-
cutors have opened corruption investiga-
tions targeting members of his cabinet
including sons of ministers. This has made
Turkey too focused on its own domestic
problems to be able to pursue any
concrete counter measure against Kurdish
advances in Syria.

Furthermore, the corruption scandal
seems to have brought the PKK - and in
turn the PYD - closer to Erdogan. In an
interesting turn of events, PKK's -
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= jailed leader, Abdullah Ocalan, recent-
ly made a highly pro-Erdogan statement
calling the corruption investigation "a
coup” attempt to remove a leader who has
undertaken more reforms vis-a-vis Kurds
than any of his predecessors ever had in
the modern history of Turkey.

A few years ago, Turkey put aside whatev-
er ill will it harboured toward the KRG and
came to terms with it. No doubt, econom-
ic interests had a great deal to do with the
change of heart. The move eventually pro-
vided Turkey with a gateway to Iraq, turn-
ing the oil-rich country into Turkey's sec-
ond largest export market.

It is worth noting that Kurdish-populated
northeastern Syria also sits on relatively
large oil reserves. Last year, the European
Union said moderate Syrian Arab rebels
could sell Syrian oil. They have not been
able to do so since the oil fields are not
under their control. But there have report-
edly been clashes between Kurdish rebels
and Jabhat al-Nusra, an al-Qaeda affiliate
over the oil fields.

hatever happens, for observers of the

region, history seems to be repeating
itself. It might well be just a matter of
time for Turkey to come to terms with
another KRG in Syria.

Namo Abdulla is Washington bureau chief

for Rudaw, a 24-hour news channel in the
Kurdistan Region of Iraq. He hosts an
English-language show on Rudaw called
Inside America, which discusses US foreign
policy in the Middle East.

The views expressed in this article are the
author's own and do not necessarily
reflect Al Jazeera's editorial policy.

Namo Abdulla is Washington bureau chief for
Rudaw, a 24-hour news channel in the Kurdistan
Region of Iraq. He hosts an English-language
show on Rudaw called Inside America, which dis-
cusses US foreign policy in the Middle East.

Kurds' oil deal with Turkey 'endangers
Iraq's budget'

BAGHDAD, January 24, 2014 (UPI)
WwWw.upi.com

THE FEUD between Iraq's central government and the
minority Kurds' semiautonomous enclave over oil is reaching
critical mass, the head of parliament's treasury committee
says.

Haidar Al Abadi, a senior legislator, has warned the govern-
ment's projected 2014 budget will fall apart if Kurdistan does
not hand over revenue from independent oil exports to north-
ern neighbor Turkey that began recently.

Such action by the Kurdistan Regional Government, which is
defying the Baghdad regime of Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki
by pursuing its own oil and gas exports outside the Oil
Ministry's control, will leave the central authority no option but
to halt all state spending in the enclave. Kurdistan's share
amounts to around 17 percent of overall state expenditure.

The loss of that revenue could be crippling, unless the KRG,
which the federal government accuses of acting illegally, can
generate enough income from oil sales to sustain itself.

The KRG says the first 2 million barrels of crude, primarily
from Kurdistan's Tawke field, through the newly constructed
pipeline that began operating in early January, will be sold at
the end of the month.

The Kurds are expected to pump 4 million barrels to
Turkey's Ceyhan export terminal on the eastern Mediterranean
by February.

Abadi said the draft budget for this year will have a deficit of
around $18 billion because of a sharp rise in state spending.

The deficit was calculated on the premise that the KRG
would hand over revenue from oil exports of 400,000 barrels
per day, although the current level is only about 225,000 bpd.

"They're not contributing, so why should they get some-
thing out of it?" he declared.

Time is running out, he stressed. The new budget must be
approved before parliament is dissolved in advance of elections
scheduled for April 30.

It's not known how the Kurds will respond, but they have a
lot riding on this energy boom, which could lead them to
declare the independent state they have long sought and
fought for.

The dispute between Baghdad and the KRG in Erbil, political
capital of the Kurdish zone that spans three northern provinces,
is moving into dangerous ground.

Neither side is inclined toward compromise against the
backdrop of renewed insurgency, in which al-Qaida jihadists
seized the western towns of Fallujah and Ramadi Dec. 30 and
declared an Islamist emirate.

The last thing Maliki can afford as he seeks a third four-year
term is an open conflict with the hardy Kurds who fought
Baathist rule for five decades and are also locked in a face-off
with Baghdad over control of the oil-rich Kirkuk region.

Lurking in the background is the expectation that once the
Kurds, who have their own military forces, become economical-
ly viable through their energy reserves they'll break away from
the federal Iraqi state, possibly triggering its eventual breakup.

Baghdad threatened this month to boycott Turkish compa-
nies and cancel contracts with Turkish firms as the rift with the
Kurds and their new energy patron intensified.

Turkey has no energy resources, so the Kurds will be provid-
ing low-cost energy for domestic consumption, but Ankara's
prime goal is transforming itself into the key energy hub
between Russia, the Caspian, the Middle East and Europe.

The 4 million Kurds are sitting on, by their tally, 45 billion
barrels of oil. These are listed as part of Irag's reserves of 143.1
billion barrels, the world's fifth-largest reserve of conventional
oil. Kurdistan has natural gas reserves of 110 trillion cubic feet.

The Kurds' deal with Turkey in November calls for Kurdish oil
exports of as much as 2 million bpd and 454 billion tcf of gas.

The Woods MacKenzie energy consultancy of Edinburgh,
Scotland, estimates most of the Kurdish reserves remain
untapped, with only 12 billion barrels of oil and 24.5 tcf of gas
so far discovered.

Iraq is currently producing 2.9 million bpd, with exports
totaling 2.4 million bpd. Its plan to push production to 3.4 mil-
lion bpd by year-end is starting to falter.

The Oil Ministry has already lowered its production targets
for the next few years, mainly because these were, as industry
analysts warned, far too ambitious.

This has made finding a settlement of the potentially explo-
sive dispute with the Kurds all the more urgent. o
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Clash or compromise near on
Iraqgi-Kurdish-Turkish oil dispute

By Isabel Coles, Ahmed Rasheed and
Humeyra Pamuk - Reuters

RBIL/BAGHDAD/ANKARA (Reuters) - A

eadlong collision across Middle East fault

lines is drawing close as Turkey, Iraq and eth-

nic Kurds who run their own region in between
wrangle over oil exports.

Time is running out as more oil flows
through a new pipeline from Iraqi Kurdistan
for export from Turkey, in defiance of
Baghdad, which has threatened to punish both
Ankara and Arbil for "smuggling” oil out of
Iraq.

Talks have borne little fruit and, with the
Kurds seeking buyers for the oil from their
autonomous territory thanks to an agreement
with Turkey signed in November, Ankara will
soon be forced to take sides.

"Turkey must now choose either to turn
its back on Baghdad and go ahead with its deal
with the Kurds, or suspend direct exports
from the region until an agreement is reached
between the central government and Arbil,"
said a senior Iraqi official who asked not to be
named.

"Unfortunately, facts on the ground show
that Ankara eventually will go ahead with their
deals with the Kurds at the expense of their
relations with Baghdad."

Oil traders expect at least one symbolic
cargo of the oil to be exported by the end of
the month, preferably with Baghdad's consent,
but without it otherwise.

"That will put additional pressure on
Baghdad to negotiate with a sense of urgency,"
said a Kurdistan-based industry source on
condition of anonymity. "We always thought
that it (the pipeline) would be the catalyst for
the initiation of serious discussion and resolu-
tion of the export problem."

Behind the scenes, and the hotter rhetoric,
the private voices in Baghdad and Arbil are,
however more united - but in pessimism that
an enduring compromise can be found to a
dispute that has strained Iraq's federal unity.

If a deal is elusive, the Kurds retain some
powerful political cards to play in the forma-
tion of any Iraqgi government after elections at
the end of April. Equally, Baghdad could cut
funding to the northern enclave.

Kurdish officials are positive Ankara will
stand by them and publicly say they are hope-
ful a bargain can be struck with Baghdad, but
in private admit their differences are almost
insurmountable.

The latest round of talks ended inconclu-
sively in Baghdad on Sunday. Iraq's Deputy
Prime Minister for Energy Hussein al-
Shahristani is due to visit the Kurdish capital
Arbil for further negotiations in the coming
days, although no date has been formally
announced.

Turkey has sought to stay above the fray.

"We have repeatedly said, these are deci-
sions that they will make among themselves,"
Turkish Energy Minister Taner Yildiz told

reporters. "I believe our brothers will meet at a
good point."
Ankara may want to see a formal agree-
ment in place before allowing continuous
exports from the region, but industry sources
there are skeptical any deal would hold.
"Turkey has come to a point where it has
to take extra care," said one. "I don't see a last-
ing solution... but there could well be a tempo-
rary arrangement so that the pressure in the
system can be relieved, at least in the interim."
BARGAINING IN BAGHDAD
Autonomous since 1991, Kurdistan has

often chafed against central authority, and
even raised the prospect of secession from
Irag, but is nonetheless reliant on Baghdad for
a slice of the OPEC producer's $100 billion-plus
budget.

Baghdad has warned it will sever that life-
line if the Kurds exports oil without its con-
sent. The Iraqgi cabinet this month approved a
draft budget for 2014 that would slash the
region's share of state revenues unless it
exports 400,000 barrels of crude per day via
State Oil Marketing Organisation (SOMO).

That is well above Kurdistan's current
export capacity of around 255,000 bpd, indus-
try sources say.

Officials in the region are confident the
budget will not pass in parliament because
most Sunni lawmakers are boycotting the
assembly, and a Kurdish walkout would likely
prevent a quorum.

Nonetheless, they are considering their
options should it come to that.

"If Baghdad cuts the budget as they threat-
ened, then Kurdistan has a lot of cards to
play," said a senior official in Arbil on condi-
tion of anonymity. "Not allowing the flow of oil
from Kirkuk to Ceyhan is one of them."

It is not clear how the Kurds would pre-
vent pipeline oil flowing from the Kirkuk oil-
fields to Turkey's Mediterranean port of
Ceyhan, but a stretch of it runs through their
territory.

Another less provocative option would be
to twist Iragi Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki's
arm before a parliamentary election due on
April 30, in which he will need Kurdish sup-
port to win a third term or form a government.

"The threats being made today only
demonstrate that oil disputes are most likely
going to be on the negotiating table between
Kurdish and Arab parties when forming the
next government,” said Ramzy Mardini, non-
resident fellow at the Atlantic Council.

TURKISH GAME PLAN

For Turkey, Kurdish oil will help diversify
its energy supplies away from Russia and Iran
and reduce a ballooning $60 billion energy
bill, but the motive for better ties goes beyond
hydrocarbons.

"Turkey's interest in the KRG is driven as
much by geopolitics... as it is by Turkey's ener-
gy needs," said Soner Cagaptay, director of the
Turkish Research Program at The Washington
Institute.

Co-operating with the Kurdistan Regional

Government (KRG) gives Ankara additional
sway over politics in Baghdad, and the rela-
tively stable region serves as a buffer to insu-
late Turkey's southeastern corner against
instability in the rest of Iraq.

Ankara is also counting on the KRG to
help it make peace with the Kurdistan
Workers Party (PKK) rebel group, which has
fought a three-decade war against it, at a cost
of more than 40,000 lives on both sides.

Some PKK guerillas have withdrawn from
Turkey to their bases in the mountains of Iraqi
Kurdistan as part of a peace process set in
motion last year.

Ankara's new approach to the Kurds was
stated plainly by the Turkish foreign minister
in a conversation with former U.S. army chief
of staff General Ray Odierno following a 2007
PKK attack.

Ahmet Davutoglu said his government
had been under pressure to retaliate against
the KRG.

"We could have destroyed Arbil, but we
didn't. Instead, we increased our economic
interdependence with the KRG," Davutoglu
said, according to a U.S. diplomatic cable
dated 2010 and released by Wikileaks.

Apart from providing the landlocked
Kurds with an outlet to global markets, Turkey
is a crucial ally for Arbil in a hostile region fol-
lowing the withdrawal of U.S. troops from
Iraq.

"It's driven by a sense of mutual need on
both sides,” said Cagaptay. "Turkey and the
Kurds need each other and I think that's going
to persist in the long-term".

TRADE THREAT

t Turkey's Ceyhan, three storage tanks,

each with a capacity of 2.5 million barrels,

have been set aside for Kurdish oil, and indus-
try sources say around 300,000 barrels have
flowed into them so far.

The KRG has already issued a tender to
sell 2 million barrels by the end of January.

The Kurds insist on selling crude inde-
pendently of SOMO, which Baghdad says has
exclusive rights to manage all sales of Iraqi oil.

SOMO officials have traveled to Turkey
along with the head of Iraq's state-run North
Oil Company to meet the deputy energy min-
ister.

Iragi Oil Minister Abdul Kareem Luaibi
said last week Baghdad was preparing legal
action against Ankara and would consider can-
celling all contracts with Turkish firms if
exports went ahead, putting $12 billion worth
of bilateral trade a year in jeopardy.

Kurdistan used to feed crude into a
Baghdad-controlled pipeline to Ceyhan, but
stopped a year ago due to a row over pay-
ments.

Since then, the Kurds have been trucking
smaller quantities of oil to Turkey and collect-
ing the revenues themselves, while laying their
own pipeline, which was completed late last
year.

EEE
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Syria’s Kurds will declare self-rule in
all Kurdish regions within a week

ISTANBUL | Hiirriyet
Ipek Yezdani

yrian Kurds, who have already declared

“transitional democratic autonomy” in
one of the three Kurdish-majority areas of
northern Syrian (Rojava), are now set to
declare self-rule in the other two Kurdish
regions within a week, local politicians
have said.

“The preparations in the other two
regions are still continuing; we will
declare democratic autonomy in Afrin and
Kobani,” Zohat Kobani, one of the promi-
nent leaders of the Democratic Union
Party (PYD), told daily Hiirriyet.

Rojava Kurds first declared autonomy
in Jazeera.

The Kurdish parties in Syria close to
the PYD who were not invited to the
Geneva Il meetings are planning to spread
the declarations of democratic autonomy
to all majority-Kurdish regions in the
north of Syria. Kurdish parties are divided
among themselves in Syria; several of
them have merged with the main opposi-
tion Syrian National Council, while

around 10 have allied with the PYD.

Kobani said the project of declaring
autonomous Kurdish regions started
around six months ago under a PYD initia-
tive, adding that Kurdish parties other
than those close to the leader of the Iraqi
Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG),
Massoud Barzani, had accepted the PYD’s
offer.

“We have reached this point after six
months of preparations,” he said.

Kobani also stressed that the self-rule
of Kurdish regions in Syria did not threa-
ten any neighboring countries, including

Turkey. “On the contrary; the declaration
of autonomous regions will enhance the
border security of Turkey. Turkey’s bor-
der with Syria in these regions will
become much more secure, especially at a
time when the presence of jihadist groups
along the border threatens Turkey’s stabi-
lity and security,” he said.

Syrian troops mostly withdrew from
majority-Kurdish areas in summer 2012,
focusing their attention on rebel fighters
and allowing the Kurds to develop semi-
autonomy in their areas.

Kurdish fighters, especially those affi-
liated with the PYD, have since fought
fierce battles against extremist opposition
groups. The jihadist Islamic State of Iraq
and the Levant (ISIL) sees the Kurds as
“heretics” and an obstacle to setting up an
Islamic “caliphate” stretching from Irag,
which borders Hasake, to Syria.

The 22-member Jazeera council
includes representatives tasked with lea-
ding defense, interior, planning and
finance portfolios. Syrian Kurds constitute
15 percent of the population and have suf-
fered decades of marginalization at the
hands of authorities. m

24 janvier 2014

Irak: les combats avec
les islamistes font fuir
140 000 personnes

LEXPRESS.fr

'arrivée de I'Etat islamique en Irak et au

Levant dans 1'ouest de 1'Irak a engendré
des combats intenses avec les forces poli-
cieres dans la région. Depuis le mois de
décembre 2013, 140 000 personnes ont fui
la province d'Al-Anbar.

Clest le déplacement de population le
plus important depuis sept ans. Plus de 140
000 personnes ont fui les combats entre les
forces de sécurité et les insurgés dans la
province d'Al-Anbar, dans 1'Est irakien, a
annoncé 'ONU ce vendredi.

Depuis fin décembre, les soldats et les
policiers ménent des opérations pour ten-
ter de reprendre plusieurs zones a des
insurgés, dont des combattants de I'Etat
islamique en Irak et au Levant (EIIL), un
groupe lié¢ a Al-Qaida. Les affrontements
ont encore fait trois morts ces dernieres
heures dans cette province de l'ouest ira-
kien.

Impossible de quitter la zone
"Depuis le début des combats a la fin

de l'année derniere,
plus de 140 000 per-
sonnes ont fui leurs
maisons selon les chif-
fres du ministere ira-
kien des Emigrés et
des Déplacés", a dit
Peter Kessler, le porte-
parole de l'agence de
I'ONU pour les réfugiés (HCR). Selon le
porte-parole du HCR, "de nombreux civils
ne peuvent pas quitter ces zones de conflit,
ott la nourriture et 'essence commencent a
manquer".

Parmi les déplacés, des milliers ont fui
vers Bagdad ou d'autres provinces
proches, mais certains sont allés jusqu'aux
régions kurdes du nord du pays. Le HCR a
déploré la situation de ces Irakiens qui
n'ont "ni argent ni nourriture", manquent
de vétements d'hiver et dont les enfants "ne
vont pas a I'école".

"Il s'agit du plus grand déplacement en
Irak depuis les violences confessionnelles”
de 2006-2007, a-t-il ajouté en soulignant
que 65 000 personnes avaient fui en seule-
ment une semaine. Il y a sept ans, ces cen-
taines de milliers d'Irakiens avaient aban-
donné leurs foyers alors que les troupes
américaines étaient toujours déployées.
Une grande partie sont depuis rentrés chez
eux.

L'armée montrée du doigt

Fin décembre, des quartiers entiers de
la ville de Rama ainsi que la totalité de la
ville voisine de Fallouja, ont été conquis
par les rebelles. Depuis, les troupes gou-
vernementales tentent de les reprendre.
Les habitants de Fallouja accusent l'armée
d'étre derriere ces bombardements, mais
des responsables ont affirmé que les mili-
taires n'y étaient pour rien.

Mercredi, le Premier ministre irakien
Nouri al-Maliki, un chiite, a appelé les
habitants de la province a "prendre posi-
tion" contre les insurgés, martelant qu'il
était "temps d'en finir avec cette question et
de mettre fin a la présence de gangs dans
cette ville".

Le président américain Barack Obama,
qui a requ mercredi le chef du Parlement
irakien Oussama al-Noujaifi, a de son coté
appelé Bagdad a "continuer le dialogue
pour que les revendications légitimes de
toutes les communautés puissent étre
prises en compte a travers le processus
politique".

Diplomates et experts craignent que la
violence ne connaisse pas de fin tant que la
communauté sunnite se sentira marginali-
sée. Or, les élections législatives d'avril
approchant, il est a craindre que chaque
partie jour la carte communautaire, n'apai-
sant pas les violences qui ont fait plus de
700 morts depuis début janvier. m
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La Turquie risque-t-elle une
dérive autoritaire?

rangois Hollande se rend en Turquie ce

lundi. Le pays est plongé dans une
sévere crise politique apres le déclenche-
ment d'un scandale de corruption sur fond
d'affrontement entre Recep Tayyip
Erdogan et la confrérie de Fethullah Giilen.
Cinq questions pour comprendre cette
crise.

La Turquie vit-elle sa pire crise depuis I'ar-
rivée au pouvoir du Parti de la justice et du
développement (AKP) en 2002? La livre
turque a perdu plus de 10% de sa valeur en
un mois de tempéte politique provoquée
par le scandale de corruption qui
éclabousse Recep Tayyip Erdogan. Le
Premier ministre s'époumone a dénoncer
un complot de ses ex-alliés de la confrérie
du prédicateur Fethullah Giilen destiné a le
faire tomber, accélere les purges et met en
branle une inquiétante réforme judiciaire.
Comment en est-on arrivé la ; quelles peu-
vent étre les conséquences de ces tensions?

LA CONFRERIE GULEN C'EST QUOI ?

réseau est né dans les années 1970
autour de l'imam Fethullah Giilen. Le pré-
dicateur de 73 ans, vit en Pennsylvanie
(Etats-Unis), depuis son départ de Turquie
en 1999, pour échapper a des poursuites de
la justice turque pour "activités anti
laiques". L'organisation s'articule autour
d'un ensemble d'écoles privées. Le réseau
dispose aussi de chaines de télévision et du
quotidien le plus vendu de Turquie,
Zaman.

Se faisant appeler Hizmet ("le service"), ce

La confrérie revendique plusieurs millions
de partisans et des relais influents dans la
police, la magistrature et les affaires, ot elle
a créé sa propre organisation patronale, la
Tiiskon. "Il n'y a pas de véritable hiérarchie.
Fethullah Giilen, donne des avis, des préch-
es. Ses "proches”, comme se qualifient eux-
mémes les membres du réseau, suivent a la
lettre ses recommandations”, explique
Samim Akgoniil, historien et enseignant-
chercheur a I'université de Strasbourg.

Le but du mouvement est "de former un
Etat conservateur et de faire de la Turquie
une puissance régionale porteuse de sa
vision de l'islam", expliquait I'universitaire
Hakan Yavuz a L'Expansion en 2011. "En
termes de moeurs, le mouvement est assez
réactionnaire, notamment pour ce qui est
de la place des femmes dans la société. Sa
‘'modernité' affichée s'applique surtout aux

Le Premier ministre turc Recep Tayyip
Erdogan est empétré dans la plus grave
crise politique de son régne de 11 ans.

questions économiques ses positions diplo-
matiques sont souvent pro-américaines",
observe Dorothée Schmid, chercheuse a
I'Institut francais des relations interna-
tionales. Pour Samim Akgoniil, "elle l'est
sur certains sujets de société, mais elle est
aussi trés nationaliste, plus que 1'AKP,
notamment sur les questions arménienne et
kurde."

QUELLES SONT LES RELATIONS DE
GULEN AVEC ERDOGAN ET L'AKP?

epuis que 'AKP domine la vie poli-

tique turque, en 2002, Hizmet a été I'un
des principaux alliés du gouvernement. La
confrérie s'appuie sur les mémes milieux
sociaux-culturels que I'AKP, la classe
moyenne inférieure d'Anatolie. Cette caté-
gorie de la population, dont une partie a
migré a Istanbul, a connu une véritable pro-
motion sociale depuis l'arrivée au pouvoir
du parti islamiste. La confrérie a contribué
a asseoir l'autorité de ' AKP sur des institu-
tions jusque-la tres proches de l'ancien
régime kémaliste laique, et le parti islamiste
a de son coté appuyé les nominations de
proches de Giilen dans les administrations.

Aprés de premieres tensions entre I'AKP et
Giilen sur des questions de politique
étrangere, "la brouille a enflé a propos de la
question kurde, ligne rouge des national-
istes turcs, complete Samin Akgoniil: les
giilenistes se sont opposés au dialogue
amorcé en 2011 par le chef des services de
renseignements (MIT), Hakan Fidan avec le
PKK. Un procureur giileniste a demandé la
téte de ce proche du Premier ministre". La
guerre a été déclarée en novembre lorsque
le gouvernement a annoncé son intention
de supprimer les dershane, des écoles de
soutien scolaire pour préparer les concours
d'entrée a l'université. La confrérie en
dirige plusieurs centaines en Turquie, qui
contribuent a sa puissance financiere et lui
servent de pépiniere pour recruter des
adeptes. La réponse du mouvement a été le

Fethullah Gulen

spectaculaire coup de filet anticorruption
qui a visé I'entourage du Premier ministre
le 17 décembre.

LA CORRUPTION EST-ELLE AVEREE?

Cette enquéte anti-corruption a provo-
qué la démission de trois ministres,
leurs proches ayant été inculpés, et a
contraint Recep Tayyip Erdogan, dont le
fils Bilal serait également ciblé par I'en-
quéte, a conduire en urgence un remanie-
ment ministériel. "Si les accusations sont
vraies, croire que l'objectif est de lutter
contre la corruption est ridicule, les parti-
sans de Giilen ont juste attendu le bon
moment pour les sortir, en fonction de leurs
propres intéréts", explique Gareth Jenkins,
chercheur au Central Asia-Caucasus
Institute, cité par le Figaro.

Dénongant un complot ourdi par des juges
glilenistes, le Premier ministre a réagi en
lancant une vaste purge et une série de
mutations au sein de la police et de la jus-
tice. Pres de 2500 policiers ont été sanction-
nés, selon la presse turque, et une centaine
de procureurs et juges de haut rang ont été
réaffectés a d'autres fonctions. Pour repren-
dre le contrdle de la justice, le pouvoir a
également déposé au Parlement une
réforme trés controversée.

Pour autant, "l'une des grandes réussites
d'Erdogan est d'avoir fait porter toute I'at-
tention sur son bras de fer avec la confrérie,
et détourné ainsi les regards de I'enquéte.
La corruption est pourtant avérée. Des cen-
taines de millions d'euros sont en jeu", fait
valoir Samim Akgoniil.

La corruption a toujours existé en Turquie,
comme dans bon nombre d'autre pays, et
sur les rives du Bosphore, "le seuil de
tolérance de la société est élevé", ajoute le
chercheur. "On disait qu'elle 'huilait les
rouages'. La trés forte croissance
économique de ces dernieres années  »»
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»» en a augmenté le niveau de fagon
presque mécanique, complete Dorothée
Schmid. Le paradoxe tient au fait qu'a ses
débuts, ' AKP avait fait du social et de la
lutte anti-corruption son credo, y compris
par le choix du nom du parti": en turc, l'ad-
jectif Ak veut dire blanc. Depuis décembre,
les giilenistes ont repris a leur compte ces
deux antiennes.

CETTE CRISE RENVOIE-T-ELLE LA
TURQUIE A SES VIEUX DEMONS?

Depuis son arrivée au pouvoir, le parti
islamiste a réussi a renvoyer dans
leurs casernes les militaires, responsables
de plusieurs putschs au nom de la préser-
vation des valeurs laiques de la
République, et commanditaires de nom-
breux assassinats d'opposants politiques.
Les méga-proces -une pratique judiciaire
courante en Turquie- contre les militaires
de ces dernieres années pour les affaires
Ergenekon et Balyoz ont envoyé derriere
les barreaux plusieurs centaines de gradés.
Pour Samim Akgoniil, "Il faut admettre
que ces enquétes ont constitué une vérita-
ble opération 'mains propres' contre 1'Etat
profond", cette alliance d'intéréts entre ser-
vices de sécurité, ultranationalistes et
mafieux. Mais "la justice en a profité pour
éliminer dans la foulée des opposants et
des personnalités emblématiques de I'op-
position”, compleéte le chercheur.

Depuis deux ans, le Comité de protection
des journalistes fait de la Turquie le "pre-
mier gedlier mondial" de journalistes. "Le
paradoxe est que le discrédit provoqué par

ces abus pourrait aboutir a blanchir des

personnes qui ont été condamnées a juste
titre dans le cadre de ces grands proces. Or
I'Etat profond n'a pas entierement dis-
paru', remarque Samim Akgontil.

"La Turquie reste plus démocratique
aujourd'hui qu'elle ne I'était il y a dix ans",
souligne Dorothée Schmid. En grande par-
tie grace au role de carotte joué par I'Union
européenne depuis 1999. La perspective de
I'entrée dans 1'UE a permis de moderniser
les institutions turques: abolition de la
peine de mort, réforme du systeme car-
céral, reconnaissance de l'identité kurde et
début de normalisation des relations avec
I'Arménie...). "Mais depuis le milieu des
années 2000, en refusant de donner une
date d'adhésion prévue, I'Union a cessé de
jouer ce role d'aiguillon. La visite
d'Erdogan a Bruxelles, cette semaine, a été
marquée par l'indifférence sur les rives du
Bosphore, alors qu'il y a quelques années,
elle aurait fait la une des médias pendant
plusieurs jours", regrette Samim Akgontil.

QUELLES CONSEQUENCES POLI-
TIQUES A CETTE CRISE?

a Turquie est a la veille de trois scru-

tins: municipales en mars, présiden-
tielle en aofit et législatives en 2015 -ces
derniéres pourraient étre avancées. L'AKP,
qui n'a cessé d'améliorer ses scores d'année
en année depuis 2002, sera t-il sanctionné?
Un sondage récent attribue 42% des inten-
tions de vote au parti au pouvoir en cas de
législatives immédiates, en deca des 50%
atteint lors des élections de 2011. Mais
I'AKP reste le premier parti en Turquie. "Il
est le seul a représenter la diversité turque,

avance Dorothée Schmid, sur le plan social
comme ethnique -il a su inclure des Kurdes
en son sein. Les partis au pouvoir aupara-
vant ne représentaient qu'une petite élite
occidentalisée.

L'opposition a été incapable de tirer profit
de l'agitation de la place Taksim, I'été
dernier". Au point que certains analystes
voient comme seule alternance envisage-
able a cette domination une scission de
I'AKP. "Personnellement, je ne crois pas
que le président Abdullah Giil puisse con-
stituer une menace pour Erdogan, remar-
que la chercheuse. Le président est beau-
coup moins populaire que le Premier min-
istre. Erdogan est doté d'un puissant
charisme; son style impérieux et ses dis-
cours conservateurs et moralistes plaisent a
une large partie de I'opinion".

"Erdogan est une personnalité autoritaire,
dans un pays ot la tradition autoritaire est
encore trés prégnante. Il a entendu le signal
d'alarme des manifestations de Taksim,
1'été dernier, mais il a réagi par une chasse
aux sorcieres. "Comme ils ont connu la
clandestinité les membres du parti
islamiste savent ce que peut signifier per-
dre le pouvoir. Cela les pousse a un certain
jusqu'auboutisme, admet  Dorothée
Schmid. "Il est sain que ces déballages se
produisent avant ces trois échéances élec-
torales, juge Samim Akgoniil. Mais si le
score de I'AKP ne baisse quand méme pas,
on peut effectivement craindre une accen-
tuation de l'autoritarisme d'Erdogan”. m

28 janvier 2014

FRIC HACQUEMAND
www.leparisien.fr

< Je n’ai plus de gouvernement! » Hier,

constatant le retard de ses ministres

autour de la table pour un entretien élargi

avec le Premier ministre turc, Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, Francois Hollande n’a pas pu s’em-
pécher de faire une petite blague. Au moins
en public. Trois jours a peine apres sa rup-
ture avec Valérie Trierweiler, le président a
semble-t-il retrouvé le sourire. Loin du
tumulte de Bombayj, il s’est employé a affich-
er sa sérénité lors de son déplacement en
Turquie, renouant avec les dossiers diploma-
tiques les plus chauds.

Turquie : Hollande sort
I’'arme du reférendum

En visite hier a Ankara, qui frappe a la porte de I’Europe depuis
des années, le chef de I’Etat a annoncé que, sur ce sujet sensible,
le peuple francais aura le dernier mot.

Concernant I'épineuse question de I’adhé-
sion de la Turquie a I'Union européenne,
Hollande a ainsi évoqué un référendum. «
Les Francais auront le dernier mot », a laché
le chef de I’Etat en conférence de presse.

Aux termes de la Constitution, le président a

deux possibilités quand un pays frappe a la
porte des 28 comme la Turquie : soit réunir
la majorité des 3/5 du Parlement réuni en
Congres, soit organiser un référendum. Hier
le président a, pour la premiére fois, choisi
publiquement la seconde option. « On verra
ce que le jour venu les peuples francais et
turc diront », a-t-il lancé... mais sans donner
aucune date.

83% des Francais hostiles a 'entrée de la

Ankara (Turquie), hier. Frangois
Hollande, ici au cété du Premier min-
istre turc Recep Tayyip Erdogan, a,
semble-t-il, retrouvé le sourire trois
jours aprés sa rupture avec Valérie
Trierweiler. (Reuters/Pool.)

Turquie dans 'UE

11y a certes la lecture de la Constitution qui,
selon I’entourage du président, « fait primer
le référendum » sur la voie parlementaire.
Mais il y a aussi la donne politique : a cinq
mois des élections européennes de mai, =
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= Francois Hollande veut éviter toute
crispation en France sur le sujet.
L’épouvantail de 'adhésion turque a I'UE
peut, d’apreés un conseiller présidentiel, «
étre repris par tous les populistes, il n’est
donc pas question de leur donner des argu-
ments ». Il est vrai que, selon un récent
sondage du magazine « Valeurs actuelles »,
83% des Francais sont hostiles a 'entrée de
la Turquie. Marine Le Pen est aux aguets. «
J'ai toujours considéré que la Turquie
n’avait pas vocation a entrer dans I'UE », a
déja prévenu la présidente du FN qui, selon

un sondage Ifop paru dimanche, devancerait
les autres partis politiques, avec 23% d’in-
tentions de vote aux prochaines élections
européennes. « Inutile d’agiter quelque peur
que ce soit, le peuple francais aura de toute
maniere le dernier mot », a donc préféré
déminer le président.

Pour Hollande, il est donc urgent de... ne
pas se presser. Car, avant méme de parler de
référendum, il faudra d’abord que la Turquie
remplisse toutes les conditions pour intégr-
er I'Europe. Notamment sur le respect de

I’Etat de droit. Sa premiére demande d’adhé-
sion remonte au 14 avril 1987! Et les négoci-
ations n’ont été ouvertes officiellement
qu’en 2005. Hier, Abdullah Giil, le président
turc, et Francois Hollande se sont employés
a ne pas précipiter le mouvement. « Les
négociations doivent se poursuivre, y com-
pris avec les sujets les plus difficiles », a
estimé le Francais, alors que le Premier min-
istre turc, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, proceéde
actuellement a une vague d’épuration dans
la justice et la police. La prudence est donc
plus que jamais de mise. 4+

January 30, 2014
www.ekurd.net

ANKARA,— According to the Statistical
Institute of Turkey (TUIK), the population
of Turkey as of 31 December 2013 was
76,667,864. When looking at the figures
according to province the population of
Turkeys Kurdistan is fifteen and a half
million.

According to the statistics based on regis-
tered addresses the population of Turkey
has risen by 1,040,480 in a year. The pro-
portion of males is 50.2 per cent
(38,473,360), while that of females is
49.8 (38,194,504).

When looking at the detail of the pro-
vinces of North Kurdistan, the most popu-
lous provinces are Antep, Urfa, Amed and
Van. Dersim is the only province with a
population below 100,000. The total
population of the 22 provinces of North
Kurdistan is 15,573,860. However, the

Population of Turkish Kurdistan is
over 15.5 million: Statistical institute

total number of Kurds, who are scattered
throughout Turkey, is unknown, although
Istanbul is known to have the largest
Kurdish population. The total population
of all four parts of Kurdistan (Iran, Iraq,
Turkey and Syria) is estimated to be bet-
ween 35 and 40 million.

The population of the Kurdish provinces
according to TUIK is as follows:

Adiyaman: 597,184
Agr: 551,177
Bingol: 265,514
Bitlis: 337,156
Amed: 1,607,437
Elazig: 568,239
Erzincan: 219,996
Erzurum: 766,729
Antep: 1,844,438
Hakkari: 273,041
Kars: 300,874
Malatya: 762,538
Maras: 1,075,706
Mardin: 779,738

Mus: 412,553
Siirt: 314,153
Sivas: 623,824
Dersim: 85,428
Urfa: 1,801,980
Van: 1,070,113
Batman: 547,581
Sirnak: 475,255
Ardahan: 102,782
Igdir: 190,424

In 2012, the Turkish Statistical Institute
(TurkStat) published the birth records of
Kurdish citizens in Turkey, around 22.5
million Kurds live in Turkey. According to
these records, there are 22,691,824 Kurds
in Turkey, mostly born in Kurdish cities in
the southeast of the country. Therefore,
out of Turkey’s 74.7 million citizens in
2012, more than 30 percent are Kurds.
These records only include people who
have been registered at official govern-
ment institutions. O

January 29, 2014

www.ekurd.net

EFRIN, Syrian Kurdistan,—

Following

Jazeera (Cizire) and Kobané (Ayn al-Arab)
cantons, Efrin (Afrin) has officially pro-
claimed the establishment of its govern-
ment of Democratic Autonomy on
Wednesday.

The President of the canton’s Legislative
Council, Hévin Resid, opened the the coun-
cil session after a moment of silence to
remember those who had been killed in
the fighting to make autonomy possible.
Resid greeted all the participants before
moving on to the endorsement of a formal
declaration of autonomy.

Hévi Tbrahim Mustefa was chosen as the
president of the canton’s governing coun-
cil. Mustefa will be the first female presi-
dent of a Rojava (Syrian Kurdistan) canton.
The declaration of autonomy followed dec-
larations in the Cizire canton on January
21st and the Kobané canton on January
27th. Each of three cantons is composed of
a legislative council as well as 22 govern-
ment ministries. All three cantons will hold
general elections within the next four
months.

Following the most recent proclamation of
autonomy celebrations broke out around
North and West Kurdistan (Rojava).O

Efrin Canton in Syrian Kurdistan
officially declared autonomy

Efrin Canton declares democratic
autonomy in Syrian Kurdistan on
January 29, 2014. Photo: ANF
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Russia's Kurdish
dilemma

Russia seeks to place its Kurdish policies in the
broader context of a changing Middle East.

Author Vitaly Naumkin
www.al-monitor.com

hen a couple of days ago the Kurdistan Regional Government

of Iraq (KRG) decided to grant the citizens of the United Arab
Emirates, Qatar and Kuwait the right of non-visa entry to the region,
it further worsened Erbil and Baghdad's relationship after many
attempts to improve it. As a Kurdish activist explained to me, this step
is a sign of “the Kurdish awakening” and a necessary measure to
secure full “economic self-reliance” in the region.

For some analysts here in Moscow, this act represents more than
that. It can be interpreted as an expression of the KRG’s plan to
achieve full independence, at least in the distant future. An Iraqi
representative in Moscow, who preferred to remain anonymous, told
me earlier this week that the Iragi government was especially concer-
ned about the provision of free access to Irag — without Baghdad's
approval — for the citizens of Qatar, given the Qatari attitude toward
the Iragi government. Qatari politicians and media regularly accuse
Iragi Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki of supporting President Bashar al-
Assad’s regime in Syria and discriminating against Irag's Sunni com-
munity.

New tensions between Erbil and Baghdad are further complicating
Moscow’s objective to equally develop broad cooperation with both
the central government of Iraq and the KRG.

Russia has a long history of friendly relations with the Kurds. They
still remember Moscow's support for the Kurdish Autonomous
Republic declared in Mahabad (Iranian Kurdistan) on Jan. 22, 1946,
as well as Russia giving refuge to Mulla Mustapha Barzani, the
famous Iragi Kurdish leader who crossed the Iranian-Soviet border
on June 18, 1947, and then spent 12 years in Russia.

As KRG President Massoud Barzani said during his Feb. 12, 2013,
visit to our Institute of Oriental Studies, during his first official visit to
Russia, “Moscow opened up to Kurds at the time when all doors in
the world were closed to them.” He estimated there are 45 million
Kurds and called them "a divided nation."

tEHowever, we know well that there is a real world in which we live,

and we have to take this reality into account. The Kurdish nation is
not of less importance than the Turkish or the French one,” he said.
He stressed the significance of the Iraqgi federal system for the Kurds,
praised Turkey for its attempt to solve the Kurdish problem and men-
tioned that in Iran the Kurds are deprived of their rights.

By the way, after the beginning of the popular rebellion in Syria,
Assad granted citizenship to about 200,000 Kurds who had been
deprived of it under the rule of his father and during more than a
decade of his rule. He also permitted the use of the Kurdish language
in their schools. This means that no government can give the Kurds
less than that. Barzani also emphasized that, with any changes in
Syria, the rights of the Kurds have to be protected.

Barzani’s official visit attested Moscow’s decision to diversify its eco-
nomic cooperation with Iraq. The Lukoil giant is already exploring the
West Qurna-2 field, but another giant, Gazprom Neft, followed
ExxonMobil, Chevron and Total SA, which had outrun them in
Kurdistan, by signing agreements with the KRG. In 2013, Gazprom
Neft was planning to invest $1 billion in Kurdistan until 2015.
Needless to say, Baghdad's reaction to this deal was negative, but
the KRG’s reaction toward the Russian arms deal with Baghdad was

Kurdistan region president Massoud Barzani. Photo:
Reuters

not favorable either. So far, all these deals involve certain risks.

Any diversified policies toward Turkey and Syria related to the
Kurdish issue are also accompanied by risks. In this decade, Turkey
turned into one of Russia’s main economic partners. The volume of
trade between the two is expected to reach $100 billion next year.
Moscow and Ankara agreed to close their relations accordingly with
the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) and the Chechen separatists,
demonstrating their common interests in combating terrorism and
protecting their territorial integrity. However, Russia has not put the
PKK on its list of terrorist organizations because the group does not
threaten Russian security. (One can suggest that Moscow is also
avoiding steps that can damage its relationship with the Kurds.) In
Russia, the Kurds are regarded as a moderate Sunni force of great
importance in confronting jihadists, who represent a serious threat to
the national security of Russia.

Despite all that, disagreements between Moscow and Ankara
about Syria revitalize old suspicions. Sedat Laciner, rector of
Turkey’s Canakkale University, said, “Russia, Iran and Assad’s Syria
see the the PKK among the most important tools for stopping Turkey
in the region.” Russia is also suspected of close cooperation with the
most influential party of the Syrian Kurds — the Democratic Union
Party (PYD). Professor Beril Dedeoglu of Galatasaray said this is not
a surprise since the PYD is "struggling against Jabhat al-Nusra."

When Salih Muslim, PYD co-chair, came to Moscow for meetings
with Russia’s Foreign Affairs Ministry, unconfirmed rumors circulated
in the media that the Russians were in favor of the PYD joining the
Geneva Il conference under the umbrella of the National
Coordination Committee for Democratic Change in Syria.

In general, Russian policymakers constantly stress the importance of
engaging Syrian Kurds in the Syrian talks. First, it reflects Russia’s
general strategy of broadening the makeup of the participants in this
process by incorporating all segments of Syria. Second, it demons-
trates Russia’s concern for the integrity of Syria. Third, it manifests
Russia’s sympathy toward the Kurds and their national aspirations.

Though the declaration of Kurdish autonomy around Qamishli was
met with some anxiety, Moscow remained calm, as long as there was
no indication of Kurdish intention to secede from Syria. It was logical
that Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov emphasized this issue
in his press conference in Montreux after the first day of the Geneva

Il talks.
Dr. Vitaly Naumekin is a columnist for Al-Monitor. He is the director of the Institute
of Oriental Studies, Russian Academy of Sciences. He is also professor and chair
at the faculty of world politics, Moscow State University, and president of the
Moscow-based Center for Strategic and Political Studies.
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Turkey deals with terrorist
blowback on Syria

Turkey may be resetting its regional policies in response to popular discontent and the
threat from terrorist groups operating in Syria.

Author Week in Review
http://www.al-monitor.com

ENEVA — The future of Syria may ultimately be influenced as
much by a shift in Turkey’s Syria policies as it will be by the talks in
Geneva.

The testy exchange between Syrian Foreign Minister Walid Moallem
and his Turkish counterpart Ahmet Davutoglu at the opening plenary of
the Geneva |l conference in Montreux on Jan. 22 revealed the depth of
animosity between the two countries.

But beyond the public acrimony of the foreign ministers in Montreux,
Turkey is, more than ever, threatened by al-Qaeda-linked terrorists who
are operating in Syria.

On Jan. 20, two days before the start of the Geneva Il conference, twin
car bombs went off on the Turkey-Syria border at the Bab al-Hawa cros-
sing, killing 16 and prompting Turkey to close the crossing.

Turkey had earlier closed the Bab al-Salameh, Carablus and Tal Abyad
crossings after the Islamic State of Iraq and al-Sham (ISIS) had taken
them from Free Syrian Army (FSA) forces on the Syrian side of the bor-
der.

Fehim Tastekin reported this week how Turkey’s National Intelligence
Organization (MIT), which is considered the agency responsible for
Syria policy, yet again prevented border security personnel from sear-
ching trucks suspected of carrying weapons into Syria on Jan. 19.

Turkey, Qatar and Saudi Arabia back the Islamic Front and Syrian
Revolutionary Front fighters, with the direct lines of support often blur-
red, and there are well-documented accounts of how foreign fighters
from around the world — some perhaps with links to terrorist organiza-
tions — have made their way to Syria via Turkey, including Fehim
Tastekin’s report for Al-Monitor from October 2013.

Turkey is now on alert that ISIS may be planning terrorist attacks inside
Turkey against targets associated with the Istanbul-based Syrian oppo-
sition groups, including hotels, as also reported by Tastekin for Al-
Monitor this week.

It will be daunting for Turkish security forces to implement a crackdown
on jihadists entering or leaving Syria, which it has so far failed to do.
While the target of such an effort would be ISIS and al-Qaeda-affiliated
groups, Syrian opposition forces would no doubt be affected by redou-
bled security efforts at the border, as it is difficult, on any border, inclu-
ding the US-Mexican border, to distinguish the good guys from the bad.
Tastekin describes a queue of trucks stretching 19 miles at Bab al-
Hawa after the Jan. 20 bombing. Turkey’s tougher border controls, if
implemented, would therefore have consequences for Syrian opposi-
tion forces.

If Turkey cracks down, the opposition might look elsewhere for more
secure supply lines. The Syrian border with Iraq is controlled by ISIS
and related forces, so that is an unlikely option for the opposition, and
it is an open question if Jordan, which has so far been spared from
Syria-related terrorism — unlike Iraq, Lebanon and now Turkey —
would want to get even more deeply engaged in military efforts against
the Bashar al-Assad government.

he blowback from terrorists is connected to popular discontent with

Turkey’s Syria policies. The vast majority of Turks want their govern-
ment to stay neutral and keep out of the Syria conflict. Turkish President
Abdullah Gul made public the "open secret" of his own dissatisfaction
with Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s Syria policy. In a Jan. 13
speech to Turkey’s ambassadorial corps, he said, “When developments
in Syria are considered in particular, the threats and potential threats
that have emerged are growing.” He added, “In view of the realties that
have emerged on our country’s southern flank, we have to recalibrate

A man stands near a burning motorbike at the site of a car
bomb attack at the Bab al-Hawa border crossing between
Syria and Turkey, in 1dlib, Jan. 20, 2014. (photo by
REUTERS/Amer Alfaj)

our diplomacy and security policies by also taking into consideration the
threat perceptions that have emerged around us.”

As Semih Idiz writes for Al-Monitor, “While Ankara appears to be on the
margins vis-a-vis efforts to end the Syrian civil war, developments
beyond Ankara’s control could ironically and inadvertently make Turkey
an important player in Syria by default, and not by merit.”

It will be worth watching Erdogan’s visit to Iran this week, where Syria
will be on the agenda. Ali Hashem reported last week from Tehran on
the potential for a thaw in Turkey-Iran relations, including over Syria.
This may take some time, but the trend lines, which Al-Monitor has
covered closely, seems to be toward a reset — now openly backed by
Gul — of Turkey’s failed policies toward Iran, Syria and the region over
the past three years, especially as Syrian terrorism now threatens
Turkey.

eanwhile, Lakhdar Brahimi, the special envoy of the UN and the

Arab League for Syria, said on Saturday night in Geneva that the
first two days of negotiations “haven’t achieved much,” as he gently laid
out an agenda that sought to address humanitarian relief for Homs and
prisoner exchanges and to avoid, for now, the sensitive topic of a tran-
sitional governing body.

The National Coalition of Syrian Revolutionary and Opposition Forces
(SOC), backed by the United States and others, interprets the Geneva
communique as ruling out any future for Assad.

The communique does not, however, stipulate that Assad must step
down. It calls for a “transitional governing body” with “full executive
powers,” which “could include members of the present government and
the opposition and other groups and shall be formed on the basis of
mutual consent.” After the establishment of the transitional body, the
next steps include a “National Dialogue process” (“It is for the Syrian
people to determine the future of the country”); a “review of the consti-
tutional order and legal system ... the result of the constitutional draf-
ting would be subject to popular approval”; and, ultimately, “free and fair
multi-party elections.”

US Secretary of State John Kerry, the National Coalition and its backers
say that because “mutual consent” means the opposition will not agree
to a role for Assad, he cannot be part of a future Syrian government.
The Syrian government is not giving in on this point, and it, too, must
give consent to the members of the transitional governing body. So, not
unexpectedly, there is a deadlock on transition discussions with as yet
no clear road map or compromise.

There has been some concern in Geneva about the influence of the
National Coalition team inside Syria. In his Jan. 22 press conference
following the plenary session, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov
said, “ ... [Olther groups of the Syrian opposition should be involved =

65



Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

= in the dialogue during direct negotiations between the Syrian par-
ties, because the internal opposition is not represented at the negotia-
tion right now.”

The National Coordination Committee for Democratic Change (NCC),
an internal umbrella organization comprised of various leftist and natio-
nalist opposition parties, refused to participate in the Geneva talks, des-
pite being offered two seats in the 15-member delegation organized by
the SOC to the opening plenary in Montreux, as Antoun Issa reported.
The National Coalition delegation so far lacks representatives from

armed opposition groups in Syria, such as the Islamic Front, FSA and
Syrian Revolutionary Front, although the SOC and its supporters have

been trying to enlist someone “from the ground,” including and espe-
cially Jamal Maarouf, leader of the Syrian Revolutionary Front, which is
supported by Saudi Arabia, to participate in the negotiations.

Walid Moallem told Al-Monitor on Jan. 23 that he plans to test the
influence of the National Coalition to deliver on a cease-fire, saying,
“We want to see how much this opposition is related to the armed group
in Aleppo.” The Syrian foreign minister said that his Jan. 17 proposal to
halt military operations in Aleppo was in response to Kerry’s appeal for
a “localized cease-fire,” beginning in Aleppo. Moallem added, “I still wait
for the response from the American side.” &

: 24 January 2014

Hizmet movement and Kurdish
question in Turkey

by Erkan Toguslu*
www.todayszaman.com

he Kurdish issue is one of the major,

complex issues that have dominated
Turkish politics for the last two decades.
During the bribery and corruption investiga-
tions and debates on the closure of exam
preparatory schools (dershane) in Turkey,
the Hizmet movement has been accused of
manipulating these debates to block and
slow the talks and negotiations between the
government and the Kurdistan Workers'
Party (PKK) and its leader, Abdullah Ocalan.

The pro-government media and colum-
nists argue that these investigations are a
plot targeting the national peace project
started by the Justice and Development
Party (AKP) government, saying the Hizmet
movement is just a puppet in this plot. Some
intellectuals and journalists have strongly
defended this allegation, saying the Hizmet
movement is anti-Kurdish, it has strong
Turkish nationalist ideals and that the
schools opened by the Hizmet movement
assimilate Kurds. They claim that the
Hizmet movement intended to infiltrate the
Oslo talks between the state and PKK lea-
ders.

To support their arguments, some of
these journalists claim that the Gezi Park
events, dershane debates and the corrup-
tion-bribery operation all targeted the
government to place it in a fragile position.
The aim is to create instability and chaos in
order to block the ongoing negotiations. If
we say that the Hizmet movement is behind
this plot against the talks between the PKK
and the government, there is a contradiction
with the Hizmet movement's activity in
Eastern Turkey, because of its pro-Kurdish
initiatives in various areas. The reaction of
Fethullah Gulen and the Hizmet movement
to the reform packages from the AKP
government is also important, and it is puzz-
ling if they have welcomed the reform
packages. To look at the plausibility of these
allegations, we should look at what Gulen
thinks about the Kurdish issue and what the
Hizmet movement's position is vis-a-vis the

Kurds in Turkey.

For Gilen, based on a statement made
in October 2011 and an interview with the
Rudaw Media Network in June 2013, the
Kurdish question is a human issue and is
linked with the acceptance of ethnic-cultural
diversity. Separating it from violent and ter-
rorist acts, Gulen sees the Kurdish issue as
one that relates to fundamental human
rights. Gllen urged the government to grant
Kurds their natural human rights just as
Western nation-states do to their ethnic
minorities. He opposes any kind of violence
to defend a right or an idea. He is against
the ban on speaking and teaching Kurdish.
He emphasized and empathized with the
rights of Kurds, and he advised society as a
whole to feel responsible for the situation
and to resolve it positively.

GULEN-INSPIRED INITIATIVES

People inspired by Gilen have begun
initiatives in the southern part of Turkey,
where most of its Kurdish citizens live, to
ameliorate the social, cultural and economic
rights of the people in this region by opening
learning centers and schools, organizing
days where aid is provided and families in
the villages are visited. These initiatives and
activities strengthen the socioeconomic abi-
lity of the Kurds to participate actively in the
democratization of Turkey in various areas:
education (schools in Eastern Turkey, tuto-
rial centers), health (hospitals and dispen-
saries), charity (Kimse Yok Mu), media (the
Dunya TV channel in the Kurdish language)
and discussion forums (Abant Platform)
specifically targeting Kurds in Eastern
Turkey to strengthen their rights in many
respects, reducing the socioeconomic and
cultural gap between groups in Turkey. In
these various activities, a direct, inclusive
and humanistic approach is fostered that
opens up a civilian solution to the Kurdish
issue, and these activities strive to formulate
a human solution through gradual, non-poli-
tical measures, such as education, charity,
media and discussion forums.

In the study centers established by busi-
nessmen affiliated with the Hizmet move-

ment in Eastern Turkey, thousands of chil-
dren attend mathematics and science
courses for free. Gulen has also inspired
teachers to give voluntary lessons in these
reading halls. These educational institutions
are not a state apparatus of “ideological pro-
paganda,” and the Hizmet movement aims
for better quality education to enrich the
local culture. The educational initiatives
offer an impetus for the redefinition of
Turkish identity and Turkish citizenship to
become more multicultural and multi-ethnic.
At the grassroots level, the movement is
preparing the ground for this mixture and a
multi-ethnic, multicultural climate, as seen in
the example of Kurdish-language education.

Kurdish-language education is one of
the thickest red lines in the Kurdish issue,
and the movement announced that it is
ready for education in Kurdish in Turkey.
The AKP government allowed teaching in
Kurdish only in private secondary schools;
even though these reform packages seem
insufficient to Kurds, the reforms were recei-
ved favorably by people in the Hizmet
movement. Through these educational pro-
jects, the Hizmet movement helped to alter
the social fabric of Turkish people who
consciously or otherwise supported the ins-
titutional resistance of state and govern-
mental bodies. Through dialogue and face-
to-face encounters, Turkish people have
had the chance to experience and feel the
grievances of their Kurdish brothers and sis-
ters and listen to their stories.

Despite this positive development, there
are many reforms waiting to be made, inclu-
ding on the Kurdish issue. In recent years,
this question has been seen as an obstacle
to the democratization of Turkey. It is not
logical to suggest that the Hizmet move-
ment is a hindrance in the Kurdish issue,
particularly given the fact that the movement
supports the Kurdish people and has a
reformist position on education in native lan-
guages and the redefinition of Turkishness
and citizenship.

*Erkan Toguslu is an instructor at the University of
Leuven and works with the Interculturalism, Migration
and Minorities Research Centre in Belgium.
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Syrian Kurds not united behind
opposition delegation to Geneva talks

Abdulhamid Darwish, veteran Kurdish leader of the Kurdish Democratic Progressive Party, is rep-
resenting the Kurdish National Council in Geneva.

Author Wladimir van Wilgenburg
www.al-monitor.com

he Kurdish parties failed to have a united voice in the Geneva Il confer-

ence, and the Kurdish National Council (KNC) will now be the only party
that claims to represent the Kurds in Geneva ll, leading to more tension on
the ground in Syria.

Abdulhamid Darwish, veteran Kurdish leader of the Kurdish Democratic
Progressive Party, will represent the KNC as part of the Syrian National
Coalition negotiation team that will deal with the Syrian government.

Moreover, Ibrahim Biro, a leading member of the Kurdish Unity Party, will
be part of the technical team. The Kurdish Unity Party, a member of the
KNC, has been heavily involved in protests against the Syrian government
since 2002, while the traditional Kurdish parties opposed the protests.

"They [KNC] are part of the Syrian National Coalition, so they are automat-
ically represented," said Zara Saleh, a member of the Kurdish Unity Party
in the United Kingdom.

The Democratic Union Party (PYD) is affiliated with the Kurdistan Workers
Party (PKK), led by imprisoned Kurdish leader Abdullah Ocalan, while the
KNC is supported by Massoud Barzani, president of the Kurdistan Region
of Iraq and head of the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP).

Barzani is involved in oil deals with Turkey, the PKK's archenemy.

The PYD and the KNC reached an agreement in December 2013 to go to
Geneva Il with a united Kurdish voice following an agreement between the
PKK and Barzani.

But now it seems this agreement is falling apart, and the PKK is accusing
the KNC of treason.

The PYD sees the hidden hand of Turkey and Barzani, who both opposed
the PYD-dominated Kurdish administration in northern Syria and accused
the PYD of supporting the Syrian regime.

Recently, the Syrian National Coalition rejected the PYD's autonomous
government in a statement, suggesting that it "threatens the territorial
integrity of Syria" and "serves the Syrian regime."

Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu stated that Turkey supported the
PYD in being part of the Syrian National Coalition, but that they "preferred
to side with the regime" instead of joining the coalition.

ut the PYD says it cannot join the coalition since it does not accept
Kurdish rights.

Fuad Aliko, one of the leaders of the Kurdish Unity Party who is currently in
Turkey, and Barzani met on Jan. 23 with Davutoglu at the World Economic
Forum in Davos, Switzerland.

"Certain Kurdish groups were called, but it did not provide for the participa-
tion of a Kurdish identity. The Kurds who are participating there now do not
have the authority to represent our people,” said Salih Muslim, co-chair of
the PYD, in a press conference at Geneva |l.

Cemil Bayik, a leading PKK member, in an interview accused the KNC par-
ties of treason and violating the agreement. "The Kurds would go together
[as an independent Kurdish delegation to Geneva Il, not as part of a dele-
gation representing the government or opposition], or [they] would boycott
it."

He suggested that if the KNC would have boycotted the meetings, the posi-
tion of the Kurds would be stronger.

But Saleh said this does not violate the agreement.

“Don't forget, the last agreement in Hewler between the KNC and the PYD
said that anybody who will join the Geneva Il conference will be the repre-
sentative of the Kurds, but now the PYD denies it,” he told Al-Monitor.

Darwish, the KNC representative in the opposing negotiation team, has

A Kurdish female fighter from the Kurdish People’s Protection
Units (YPG) checks her weapon near Ras al-Ain, in the province
of Hassakeh, after capturing it from Islamist rebels, Nov. 6, 2013.

been involved in Kurdish politics since the mid-1950s and is seen as close
to Iraqgi President Jalal Talabani and Talabani’s Patriotic Union Party (PUK),
which enjoys close ties with the Iranian and Syrian governments.

The Barzani-backed Kurdish parties within the KNC — especially the
Democratic Political Union — did not accept the PYD's dominance over the
Kurdish areas in Syria and the PYD’s People’s Protection Units (YPG) as
a national Kurdish army. This while the party of Darwish joined the YPG and
supported them in Serekani (Ras al-Ain). Darwish had also been critical of
Barzani's policies in the past.

But in the summer of 2013, Darwish decided to back the KNC decision to
join the Western-backed Syrian opposition group, and subsequently his
party left the PYD’s militias and stopped supporting the PYD’s Kurdish
administration.

Darwish told Orient TV he is not against a Kurdish administration.

“We are not against the autonomous administration, and the autonomous
administration isn't only for Kurds but rather for all components of Syrian
society: Arabs, Kurds, Syriacs. We did not participate in the provisional
autonomous administration because they did not consult us in its
announcement."

Darwish, just as Barzani, accused the PYD of not accepting KNC part-
nership in this government.

But the PYD says the KNC initially accepted the project in an agreement
on Sept. 8, 2013, but later rejected it as a result of pressure from Turkey
and Barzani.

The PYD announced on Jan. 21 the official declaration of an autonomous
government in the province of Hassakeh, a day before the 68th anniversary
of Iran’s short-lived Kurdish Republic of Mahabad that was created on Jan.
22, 1946. The PYD is planning to expand their local Kurdish administra-
tions in the Kurdish enclaves of Kobani on Jan. 27 and in Afrin on Jan. 29.

The declaration included several KNC and PYD politicians, Arabs, Syriac
Christians, Armenians and Chechens. Most likely, those KNC politicians or
parties that support the PYD project will be expelled from the KNC or their
membership frozen — the PYD thinks it no longer needs KNC cooperation.

These disagreements over Geneva |l and the Kurdish autonomous govern-
ment created by the PYD also led to tension on the ground.

YPG commander Sipan Hemo accused on Jan. 20 "Kurdish collaborating
forces" of being involved in clashes in the towns of Tel Hamis and Tel Brak.
The YPG started their campaign on Dec. 23, but withdrew on Jan. 7 after
suffering heavy losses with 39 YPG fighters being killed. =
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= After the attack, members of the Kurdish Democratic Party of Syria
(KDP-S) were briefly arrested and later released. Moreover, the KNC's
office in Al-Mabada (Girke Lege) was burned down on Jan. 24.

Another pro-PYD news website accused members of the Barzani-backed
KDP-S of providing information to Islamist fighters fighting the YPG, which
was denied by the Barzani-backed parties.

The statement followed a shooting at the KDP-S office and a bomb attack
carried out by an al-Qaeda-affiliated group against the PYD in Al-Malikiyah

On Jan. 25, Ocalan reached out to Barzani in a letter that deals with the sit-
uation of the Syrian Kurds, the peace process in Turkey and the attempts
of Kurdish parties to hold a national Kurdish congress. The letter may result
in new talks between the KDP and PKK to solve problems in Syria. ¢

Wiadimir van Wilgenburg is a columnist for Al-Monitor and a political analyst special-
izing in Kurdish politics. He has written extensively for Jamestown Foundation publi-
cations and other journals, such as the Near East Quarterly and the World Affairs
Journal. He currently writes for the Kurdish newspaper Rudaw. On Twitter: @vvan-
wilgenburg

(Derik) on Jan. 22, killing 3 and wounding 20 others.
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ailed PKK leader says government’s
election plans might risk peace process

ISTANBUL
www.hurriyetdailynews.com

The ongoing process to find a peaceful
solution to the Kurdish issue will come to
an end if the Turkish government becomes
engrossed in electoral arithmetic, Kurdistan
Workers’ Party (PKK) leader Abdullah Oca-
lan has said, according to the Firat news
agency.

“A  democratic and sustainable
Constitution is a fundamental condition for
the process. But sharing in line with a spirit
of negotiating is a significant process for
determining the fundamentals and methods
of the Constitution. The greatest threat to
this will be for the government to approach
the issue with concerns about elections and
percentages. Such an approach will cause
problems which will end the process. The
ongoing process has shown everyone that
the democratic transition cannot be
delayed,” People’s Democratic Party (HDP)
deputy Sirr1 Siireyya Onder cited Ocalan as
saying during a meeting on Imrali island,
where the PKK leader is serving a life sen-
tence.

The PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan (L) is
seen with the BDP lawmakers Pervin
Buldan (R) and BDP co-chair Selahattin
Demirtas (C) at Imrals Island. DHA

Ocalan also penned a one-page letter to
Iraqi Kurdish Regional Government
President Masoud Barzani. The PKK leader
further told Onder and Diyarbakir indepen-
dent lawmaker Leyla Zana during a mee-
ting on Jan. 25 that he had given a letter to

the authorities, Dogan news agency repor-
ted.

Onder said they expected to receive the
letter on Jan. 28 or Jan. 29 from state offi-
cials. Onder and Zana will go to Kandil
Mountain in northern Iraq to give Ocalan’s
letter to Barzani and will hold meetings
with participants of the Kurdish National
Congress in Arbil, Sulaymaniyah and
Kandil.

Zana'’s Jan. 25 meeting with Ocalan was
the first such meeting in the past 25 years, as
the two last meet in 1991 in Lebanon’s
Bekaa Valley, where the PKK had camps.
Zana's planned visit to Kandil will be her
first visit.

Zana became a symbol of free speech
across the world after serving 10 years in
prison for speaking Kurdish while taking
her parliamentary oath in 1991. She was
ultimately released in 2004 and once again
became an MP after the June 2011 elections,
although she a ban remains in place preven-
ting her from joining the country’s main
Kurdish party, the Peace and Democracy
Party (BDP). m

Kurdish official: Confederation is

20 January 2014

http://www.basnews.com

BasNews (Baghdad): The deputy speaker
of Iraq’s parliament, Aref Taifur, believes

that the only solution for Iraq is confede-
ration.

Taifur’s office released a statement clai-
ming “confederation is the only solution
for Iraq because for a decade people have
been suffering at the hands of the central
government. Iraq needs a new political
system fitting to its different factions.
Everybody knows that a unilateral system
in Iraq will likely lead to a dictatorship.”

Taifur also pointed out that a confedera-

tion can be key in establishing the princi-
ples of a democracy and will also solve
potential crises that may arise between

the only solution for Iraq

community and government.

“Confederation is a continuous unity bet-
ween small states that have a shared
agreement on the basis of a shared consti-
tution. It is mostly used for political and
defensive cases which are based on confe-
deration principles that will solve all pro-
blems,” explained Taifur.

Taifur concluded his statement by writing:
“a confederation system is vital to Iraq,
and it needs to be applied. It will also be
necessary to curb corruption and stand
against terrorist groups as well as streng-
thening the notion of nationality in the
Iragi people.”
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Syriens réfugiés en Irak,
la politique du flou

Vingt-six mille Syriens venus se réfugier au Kurdistan irakien ont décidé de
faire marche arriere et de rentrer en Syrie. Le gouvernement kurde irakien,
dépassé par 1’afflux des réfugiés, se cherche une stratégie d’accueil.

www.monde-diplomatique.fr

par Marine Courtade et
Sophia Marchesin

Le sourire aux leévres, Maha emballe ses
affaires et celles de ses trois enfants.
Elle empile vétements d’été, couvertures
et quelques produits de beauté dans cinq
gros sacs en plastique. « Nous repartons
avec les mémes habits que nous avions
pris en quittant la maison. Rien de plus »,
souffle-t-elle.

Sa tente de dix metres carrés est main-
tenant vide. Plusieurs matelas légers et
souples sont entassés dans un coin. « Ce
sera pour les prochains réfugiés ». Sa voix
rauque est calme, posée.

Elle se dit sereine car elle va enfin rentrer
chez elle, la-bas, a Al Malkia, une ville
pauvre au nord-est de la Syrie. Pour
regagner sa maison, elle devra parcourir
260 km a partir de Kawergosk. C’est dans
ce camp, l'un des huit du Kurdistan
irakien, que Maha s’est réfugiée il y a qua-
tre mois. « Nous sommes partis en vitesse,
a cause des menaces d’attaques dji-
hadistes. Mon mari est resté, il nous a dit
qu’il nous rejoindrait plus tard, le temps
de trouver quelqu’un pour garder la mai-
son. Mais il n’a pas pu passer la frontiere.
Alors maintenant nous allons le retrou-
ver, chez nous. »

Impossible finalement pour le mari de
traverser la frontiére et de rejoindre Maha
et les siens. Et pour cause. La frontiere
serait close depuis fin septembre, une
information que réfute Tariq Rasheed, le
directeur général du ministere de l'in-
térieur kurde. « Entre 500 et 1 000 person-
nes rentrent chaque jour au Kurdistan,
affirme t-il. Pour des raisons de sécurité,
nous faisons plus de contrdles. Un
homme seul en provenance de Syrie, par
exemple, peut difficilement venir en Irak.
Mais pour les familles il n"y a pas de prob-
leme. »

Pourtant, selon le Haut commissariat aux
réfugiés (HCR), cela ne fait aucun doute. «

Les réfugiés syriens ne traversent plus.
Seule une poignée de personnes, peut-
étre tres malades ou dgées, des personnes
dites “vulnérables” passeraient la fron-
tiere tous les jours », assure Liene Veide,
la responsable de la communication du
HCR au Kurdistan. « Mais nous sommes
loin de I'afflux massif de réfugiés de I'été
dernier. »

Au mois d’aotit 2013, en l'espace d'une
semaine, prés de 40 000 Syriens sont
arrivés en Irak, et depuis trois ans, le HCR
dénombre prés de 203 000 personnes, en
majorité kurde. Une situation devenue
ingérable pour le gouvernement.

Si des 2011 et le début de la guerre en
Syrie, les premiers Syriens fuyaient les
zones bombardées de Damas et Alep, la
plupart des nouveaux réfugiés viennent
de territoires kurdes du nord et du nord-
est de la Syrie. Des territoires situés le
long des frontieres turque et irakienne,
qui ne sont pas directement touchés par la
guerre entre la rébellion et le régime de
Bachar Al Assad. Depuis 1'été 2012, le
gouvernement syrien s’est retiré, laissant
le controle au Parti de 'Union démocra-
tique (PYD), créé en 2003 — le frere
jumeau armé du Parti des Travailleurs du
Kurdistan (PKK) en Turquie.

LES KURDES EN SYRIE PRIS
ETAU

EN

‘arrivée des combattants djihadistes

dans le nord de la Syrie déstabilise
aujourd’hui la région. Des groupes
comme Al Nosra ou I'Etat islamique en
Irak et au Levant (EIIL), tous deux affiliés
a Al-Qaida, essaient de sy s’implanter
pour créer un « Etat islamique », et pren-
dre possession des quelques gisements de
pétrole. Et c’est cette vague de violences
qui a poussé des milliers de Syriens a fuir,
a I'image de Maha.

« Entre les rumeurs de massacres et les
pressions réelles qu’exercent Al-Qaida
dans la région, les Kurdes syriens sont
partis en panique », précise Arthur
Quesnay, doctorant a l'Institut francais
du Proche-Orient (Ifpo), basé a Erbil, la

capitale du Kurdistan irakien. « D’autant
que dans ces zones du nord du pays, ils so
nt pris en étau entre Al-Qaida et le PYD,
qui a une véritable mainmise sur la
région. »

Beaucoup reprochent au PYD d’étre
soutenu par le régime de Bachar Al
Assad, et, comme le Baas, de vouloir
imposer un systeme de parti unique.
Pourtant, le PYD se targue de faire face a
la fois aux attaques djihadistes et aux
forces du régime. « Le PYD entretient des
relations ambigués. Il s’est servi du gou-
vernement syrien pour appuyer son pou-
voir dans les zones kurdes. Il est en parti
financé par le régime syrien, et aujour-
d’hui, il y a une vraie passation de pou-
voir, affirme le chercheur. Derriere le dis-
cours autonomiste affiché par le PYD, la
situation des Kurdes a empiré. »
D’ailleurs, le 12 novembre dernier, le PYD
a annoncé la création d'une administra-
tion autonome, appelée le « Kurdistan
occidental » a linstar du Kurdistan
irakien.

LA CRAINTE DU DEBORDEMENT

our Arthur Quesnay, ces différents

facteurs ont créé une crise humani-
taire et économique en Syrie qui poussent
les Kurdes a s’exiler. Mais de I'autre coté
de la frontiere, en plus de l'afflux des
réfugiés, s’ajoute la crainte d’un déborde-
ment du conflit syrien.

Le 29 septembre dernier, I'EIIL a
revendiqué un attentat a Erbil, la capitale
de la région kurde en Irak. L’attentat sui-
cide visait le siege des services de sécu-
rité, faisant six morts et soixante-cinq
blessés. Un vrai choc pour les Kurdes,
d’autant que les attentats dans cette
région sont rares : le dernier remontait a
2007. Cette attaque a réveillé des peurs
anciennes, et si les réfugiés ne sont pas
associés au terrorisme, le gouvernement
préfere maintenant filtrer leurs allées et
venues entre la Syrie et la région.

Pour autant, cette limitation des entrées
sur le territoire irakien n’étonne pas
Maha, assise en tailleur dans sa tente. >
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>  « Evidemment, je préférerais que
mon mari soit parmi nous, pour vivre ici,
en sécurité. Mais je n’ai plus assez d’ar-
gent pour rester la. » Elle réajuste son
voile et prend 'une de ses filles sur ses
genoux. « Je ne critique par le gouverne-
ment kurde. C’est normal qu’il ferme la
frontiere. Nous sommes déja trop nom-
breux dans les camps. » Dans le camp ou
Maha habite — le camp de Kawergosk —
, il y a aujourd’hui 13 000 réfugiés. Sa
capacité maximale est de 10 000.

UN CAMP « CINQ ETOILES »

Le gouvernement kurde a mis la main
ala poche. Huit camps ont été montés
et prés de 25 millions de dollars ont été
dépensés pour l'accueil des réfugiés.
Prenons I'exemple du premier camp mis
en place, celui de Domiz, proche de la
frontiére syrienne. Ouvert en avril 2012,
certains le surnomment le « camp cinq
étoiles ». Pres de 45 000 personnes y
vivent. La plupart sous tentes, certains
dans des « maisons » en dur, des pieces
de vingt metres carrés, de briques et de
toles. Cinq écoles primaires, un college,
un hopital dans des préfabriqués, des
épiceries, des coiffeurs ou encore une
mosquée ont petit a petit fait surface.

Les populations autour du camp sont
solidaires avec les Kurdes syriens.
Aujourd’hui encore, des gérants de
supermarchés font des dons de nourrit-
ure a Domiz. « Les locaux sont présents
et généreux, constate Erdogan Kalkan, le
représentant du HCR dans le camp. Ici,
ils accueillent les Syriens comme des
fréres. Chaque Kurde en Irak a déja vécu
un exil. Alors pour eux, c’est normal
d’étre la. »

Tous les réfugiés ne sont pas confinés
dans les camps. Pres de 60 % des Syriens
en Irak vivent dans des villes, et jusqu’a
présent, ils ont tous eu acces au travail
facilement. Pour cela, ils doivent obtenir
une carte de résidence. Un précieux doc-
ument pour circuler librement dans la
région. Mais aujourd’hui, cette liberté de
mouvement semble remise en cause.

SUSPENDRE L’ACCES AU TRAVAIL ?

I'entrée du camp de Domiz, devant

le grillage du bureau des enregistre-
ments, des dizaines de familles s’entas-
sent, des jours entiers parfois, pour obte-
nir un papier. « Aujourd’hui c’est trés
compliqué d’obtenir une carte de rési-
dence, remarque Olivier Delbauve, le
coordinateur de Médecins sans fron-
tieres. Nous avons cent cinquante
Syriens dans le camp qui travaillent pour
notre ONG. Et aujourd’hui, beaucoup
d’entre eux se plaignent de ne pas pou-
voir renouveler leur titre de résidence.
Alors ils travaillent sans papiers. On sent

une volonté de limiter les déplacements
des réfugiés ».

Et cela se vérifie surtout dans les nou-
veaux camps, situés autour de la capitale
kurde. C’est le cas pour des milliers de
réfugiés : ils n'ont pas de carte de rési-
dence et donc pas le droit de se déplacer
en dehors du camp. A Kawergosk, Maha
n’a jamais passé ces grilles en 1'espace de
quatre mois. « C’est paradoxal, ce que je
ressens, je suis confuse. Le seul moment
oll nous sommes autorisés a sortir, c’est
pour rentrer chez nous ! » Elle parcourt
du regard sa tente blanche en tissu. « Ce
n’est pas possible de vivre comme ¢a »,
lache t-elle sans animosité.

Le camp, situé a une quinzaine de kilo-
metres d’Erbil, est fermé par des gril-
lages, enclavé dans un creux et entouré
de six postes militaires nichés sur les
collines.

La délivrance des titres de séjour devrait
commencer « dans une, deux semaines,
voire un mois, on ne sait pas encore »,
précise Tariq Rasheed. A Kawergosk, les
réfugiés entendent ce discours depuis
I'ouverture du camp. Pour le bras droit
du ministre de l'intérieur kurde, c’est a
nouveau une question de sécurité. «
Aujourd’hui, c’est plus compliqué pour
les Syriens de sortir, nous voulons les
garder dans les camps pour les protéger
des attaques terroristes. Il faut assurer
leur sécurité ».

Le HCR veut rester confiant. « Nous
aussi, nous voudrions que ¢a aille plus
vite, mais nous respectons les directives
du gouvernement. Tous les réfugiés
seront régularisés, ce n’est qu'une ques-
tion de temps », assure Liene Veide.

RETOUR A LA CASE DEPART

Las d’attendre, des dizaines de Syriens
quittent chaque jour ces nouveaux
camps quasi fermés, pour revenir en
Syrie. Plus de vingt-six mille depuis le
mois de janvier, selon le HCR. Une stra-
tégie politique ? C’est ce que pense
Adrian Melendez, le seul humanitaire de
I’ONG italienne Un Ponte Per a vivre a
I'intérieur du camp de Kawergosk. «
L’idée, c’est de fatiguer les réfugiés,
comme c¢a ils partent d’eux méme. Car
ici, il y en a beaucoup qui sont venus
chercher du travail. Et si ¢ca ne marche
pas, c'est le départ. »

C’est le cas de Diar, 19 ans, venu seul il y
a trois mois. Un baccalauréat en poche, ce
jeune homme élancé est arrivé de
Qamichli, une ville du nord-est de la
Syrie épargnée par la guerre. Mais la-bas,
depuis quasiment trois ans de conflit, les
prix ont été multipliés par dix. A part
jouer au football entre les tentes, Diar n’a

rien a faire. « La, je nai plus de patience.
C’est comme une prison ici », confesse-t-
il en colere, les yeux au sol. « Je vais
devoir rentrer chez moi, avec zéro cen-
time en poche, comme je suis parti. J'ai
une famille trés pauvre, et c’est une
honte pour moi de revenir les mains
vides. Mais je n’ai pas le choix. En plus, je
n’ai méme pas d’habits chauds pour
affronter I'hiver. »

D’ailleurs, le gouvernement kurde se
félicite d’aider les Syriens a faire marche
arriere. « S’ils en ont besoin, explique
Tariq Rasheed, nous mettons en en place
des bus pour les raccompagner jusqu’aux
points de passages avec la Syrie. C'est
gratuit. » Quant a savoir si ce n’est pas
trop dangereux pour eux de les laisser
partir... « Je ne sais pas », souffle le fonc-
tionnaire aprés un long silence.

« Le gouvernement a été pris par sur-
prise avec cette immigration massive,
note Maria Fantappie, chercheuse en sci-
ences politiques a I'université américaine
de Souleymanieh. Maintenant, il cherche
de plus en plus a limiter I'installation des
Syriens ici ». Dans un discours datant du
19 aolit dernier, Massoud Barzani, le
président du gouvernement régional du
Kurdistan, appelle a « sauver le
Kurdistan syrien », et demande aux
Kurdes syriens « de rester et de défendre
leur terre ».

Encore un moyen de décourager les
réfugiés a venir ou a rester dans la région
? Pour Arthur Quesnay, c’est avant tout
une question politique. Le parti de
Massoud Barzani, le Parti démocrate du
Kurdistan (PDK), est un fervent
opposant au PKK et a sa succursale syri-
enne, le PYD. « Il y a une compétition
politique entre les deux partis pour
savoir qui aura le plus d’influence sur les
Kurdes en Syrie, avec en toile de fond un
discours de propagande, 'idée de créer
un jour un “Grand Kurdistan”. Alors si la
crise humanitaire empire chez les Kurdes
dans le nord de la Syrie, le PYD va se
retrouver discrédité aux yeux de la pop-
ulation syrienne. Et ¢a arrange le PDK. »

Maha salue une derniere fois ses voisins
de tente. Aupres d’eux, elle a récolté
I’équivalent de 170 euros pour le voyage.
Elle ne craint pas le retour, au contraire.
« Je préfere prendre le risque de rentrer,
quitte a mourir avec mon mari, plutdt
que de vivre séparée de lui. Le principal

c’est que nous soyons tous réunis. »

Marine Courtade et Sophia Marchesin
Journalistes.
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IRAK : «I’autonomie
contre les tensions»

La décentralisation du pouvoir pourrait atténuer les conflits. Mais I’idée baassiste de Saddam Hussein. Maie les

y X P . e s .
n’a guere séduit que les Kurdes jusqu’ici. Interview sunnites ont commencé & changer de

point de vue sous l'influence de deux

tés?

— Au début, pas du tout. Lorsque la nou-
velle Constitution a été élaborée, ils
étaient méme farouchement opposés a
ce concept. La tradition politique arabe

sunnite est trés centralisatrice, comme

........................ Etienne Dubuis ...
L a Constitution irakienne autorise
les provinces a gagner un haut
degré d’autonomie. Pourtant, les sun-
nites n’en ont pas profité pour s’émanci-
per du pouvoir chiite de Bagdad.
Explications de Jordi Tejel, professeur a
Ulnstitut de hautes études internatio-

nales et du développement (IHEID) a
Genéve.

Le Temps: La réduction des tensions
communautaires ne passe-t-elle pas
forcément par une décentralisation du
pouvoir en Irak?

Jordi Tejel: On peut le penser, en effet.
Les Etats-Unis ont d’ailleurs favorisé la
décentralisation du pays, en encoura-
geant l'inscription d"un droit a I’autono-
mie dans la nouvelle Constitution. Ils s’y
sont décidés non seulement pour satis-
faire les Kurdes, qui le voulaient absolu-
ment, mais aussi parce qu’ils considé-
raient qu'une telle évolution pouvait

limiter, de maniére générale, les ten-
sions politiques. La lutte pour le pou-
voir central a été une constante de I'his-
toire irakienne. Il était, des lors, logique
d’estimer que la dilution de l'autorité
était susceptible d’atténuer les conflits.
— Qui a profité, jusqu’ici,

de ce droit?

— Seuls les Kurdes I'ont utilisé a ce jour.
Cette solution leur convenait parfaite-
ment, puisqu’il y a dans leur cas super-
position évidente d’une identité eth-
nique et d'un territoire. Ailleurs, les
situations s’averent plus complexes. Les
seuls autres Irakiens a y avoir sérieuse-
ment pensé sont les chiites de Bassorah,
dans le sud du pays. Ils ont envisagé
cette option pour des raisons écono-
miques, parce qu’ils occupent une
région particulierement riche en pétrole
et qu’ils pouvaient espérer mieux profi-
ter de cette manne s’ils obtenaient une
autonomie quelconque. Mais le projet
n’a pas eu de suite.

— Et les sunnites, n’ont-ils pas été ten-

facteurs: 1’amélioration de leurs rela-
tions avec les Kurdes, qui a conduit a
une meilleure acceptation de 'idée d’au-
tonomie; et la politique centralisatrice
du premier ministre chiite Nouri al-
Maliki, qui leur est devenue de plus en
plus désagréable. Ils ont ainsi tres mal
vécu la persécution d'un de leurs plus
hauts responsables, le vice-président
irakien Tariq al-Hachemi, contraint
aujourd’hui a l'exil, et le sort tragique
réservé a ses gardes du corps, au lende-
main du retrait des troupes américaines.

— Comment le chef du gouvernement
justifie-t-il sa dérive?

— Comme d’autres dirigeants irakiens
avant lui, Nouri al-Maliki a expliqué ses
actes par linsécurité et la nécessité
d’instaurer un pouvoir fort pour restau-
rer le calme. Mais c’est 13, bien entendu,
un moyen de satisfaire ses immenses
ambitions personnelles et celles de son
parti.

230
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Turkey says Kurdish oil will flow, but
vows to abide by Iraqi constitution

i April Yee
i www.thenational.ae

urkey has repeated its pledge to honour the
: Iraqgi constitution while proclaiming that “oil
i will flow” from the Kurdish region regardless.
H Turkey is in a delicate position as it facili-
i tates discussions between the Kurdish region
i and the Iragi federal government over a new
i pipeline to connect Kurdish oil to global mar-
i kets through a Turkish port. The pipeline
i became operational this month in spite of
i Baghdad's opposition to independent exports
i of Kurdish oil, which it says is produced under
i contracts that violate the Iragi constitution.

: “Oil will flow because the world markets
i will demand it,” Hasan Merat Mercan, the
i Turkish deputy minister of energy and natural
¢ resources, said at the Gulf Intelligence UAE
i Energy Forum in Abu Dhabi yesterday. “The
i internal dynamics of KRG [Kurdistan Regional
i Government] and Iraq is their own issue and

we will help them to solve their problems.
Political stability in that region is the most
important issue. Don’t expect me to say any-
thing that would endanger the relationship
between KRG and Iraqg.”

The outcome of the talks will be closely
watched by UAE operators in Irag’s Kurdish
region, including Dana Gas of Sharjah, Abu
Dhabi National Energy (Taga), and DNO
International, which is part-owned by RAK
Petroleum.

The disagreement escalated on Sunday,
when the Iragi prime minister Nouri Al Maliki
threatened to take away the Kurdish slice of
the federal budget if it pursued exporting via
the pipeline, which has already loaded cargoes
that are now waiting at Ceyhan.

“Turkey must not interfere in an issue that
harms Iraqi sovereignty,” Mr Al Maliki told
Reuters. “This is a constitutional violation.”

Mr Mercan repeated Turkey’s pledge to not

Hasan Merat Mercan, the Turkish deputy
minister of energy and natural resources,
said at the Gulf Intelligence UAE Energy

Forum in Abu Dhabi yesterday.

release Kurdish oil without reaching an agree-
ment with Baghdad.

“Turkey fully agrees to abide by the consti-
tution of Iraq,” he said. “Whatever the consti-
tution says, Turkey will have to honour this.”



















Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

29 janvier 2014

Terrorisme. Pour Israél, la Turquie
héberge des camps d'Al Qaida

www.ouest-france.fr/

Selon le chef des renseignements
israéliens, des djihadistes d'Al
Qaida ont établi des camps en
Turquie.

ertains djihadistes d'Al Qaida qui com-
battent le régime de Bachar al Assad en
Syrie ont établi des camps en Turquie, d'ott
ils peuvent facilement se rendre en Europe, a
déclaré mercredi le chef des renseignements

Présentant pendant une conférence sur
la sécurité a Tel Aviv une carte du Proche-
Orient, le général Aviv Kochavi a expliqué
que des combattants se réclamant d'Al
Qaida entraient chaque semaine en Syrie
mais que tous "n'y restent pas".

Le militaire israélien n'a fourni aucun
chiffre a l'appui de ses déclarations. Sa
porte-parole a précisé que la carte donnait
une indication de la taille et de 1'emplace-
ment des camps, qui semblaient se situer
dans les provinces de Karaman, Osmaniye

Pas de commentaire du gouvernement
turque

La taille des points sur la carte pour
signaler la présence d'Al Qaida en Turquie
est moitié moindre que celle qui marque le
Sinai égyptien, qui abriterait environ 200 dji-
hadistes selon I'armée israélienne.

Le Premier ministre turc, Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, dont le gouvernement soutient
ouvertement 1'Armée syrienne libre (ASL),
la branche la plus modérée de la rébellion, a
régulierement démenti héberger des
groupes liés a Al Qaida.

"La Syrie projette son conflit dans toute
la région", a néanmoins assuré le général
Kochavi. "Ces points en Turquie n'ont pas
été mis la par erreur par l'auteur de la carte
et, de 13, la route vers I'Europe est courte", a-

militaires israéliens.

et Sanliurfa.

t-il ajouté.

30 janvier 2014

Question kurde: «La France n’a
aucun intérét a contrarier la Turquie»

William Molinié
www.20minutes.fr

DECRYPTAGE - Les arresta-
tions de Kurdes soupconnés
d’étre proches du PKK se sont
accélérées...

Depuis 2007, environ 200 Kurdes
soupconnés d’entretenir des liens
avec le Parti des travailleurs kur-
des (PKK), classé comme organi-
sation terroriste par [’Union
européenne et les Etats-Unis, ont
été arrétés en France. Une
accélération a été constatée sous
I’ére sarkozyste. «Ce volet de la
coopération franco-turque est
d’ailleurs le seul qui a bien fonc-
tionné sous Sarkozy [qui n’était
pas favorable a I’entrée du pays
dans 1’Union  européenne]»,
explique aupres de 20 Minutes,
Dorothée Schmid, spécialiste des
politiques européennes en
Meéditerranée et au Moyen-Orient
et responsable du programme
Turquie contemporaine a I'Institut
francais des relations interna-
tionales (Ifri).

En se rendant en Turquie mardi et
mercredi, 22 ans apres la derniere
visite d’un Président francais
—Frangois Mitterrand en 1992—,
I’objectif de Frangois Hollande
était de relancer les échanges
économiques. Mais surtout de
tourner la page des relations diffi-
ciles avec Ankara, qui n’a toujours

pas digéré 1’opposition de la
France a son entrée dans I’UE.
Sans doute, au cours de cette vis-
ite diplomatique, les dossiers
d’Adem Uzun et des trois Kurdes
assassinées a Paris ont été abor-

dés.

Tradition du complot et de
la fabrication de preuves

Dans cette logique de rapproche-
ment, «la France n’a aucun intérét
a contrarier la Turquie sur la ques-
tion kurde», analyse Dorothée
Schmid. Une position que regret-
tent les lobbies kurdes. «Pourquoi
la France se préoccupe-t-elle des
intéréts communautaires internes a
la Turquie? s’interroge un avocat
proche des milieux kurdes. Sans
doute, dans les relations diploma-
tiques, I’échange de renseigne-
ments se négocie. Surtout en ce
moment, a ’heure ou des dji-
hadistes transitent par ce pays pour
se rendre en Syrie. Par ailleurs, on
s’apercoit que lorsque d’impor-
tants contrats sont signés entre les
Turcs et d’autres pays, des
dirigeants kurdes sont arrétés dans
ces pays.»

«En Turquie, il y a une tradition du
complot et de la fabrication de
preuves», nuance la chercheuse de
I’Ifri. La frontiere entre le PKK et
les associations kurdes qui se sont
développées un peu partout en
Europe, notamment en France et a
Bruxelles, peut &tre ténue.

«Parfois, mais pas toujours, elles
sont gérées en sous-main par des
clandestins du PKK», explique
une source du renseignement.

Tous les Kurdes ne
soutiennent pas le PKK

De son c6té, la communauté
européenne s’inquitte réguliere-
ment de cet amalgame et de «I’ab-
sence de progrés sur la question
kurde». Un rapport de 2012 a
méme pointé «la nécessité de
respecter 1’état de droit dans les
proceés en cours» et «les
éventuelles utilisations abusives
du code pénal et de la loi antiter-
roriste».

Ce message s’adresse au traite-
ment réservé aux anciens négocia-
teurs kurdes qui ont tenté de trou-
ver, au cours des discussions
d’Oslo (Norvege) entre 2009 et
2011, une solution politique, non-
violente et démocratique au con-
flit. A D'issue de ces tractations
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avortées, plusieurs d’entre eux,
dont Adem Uzun, ont été arrétés
en Europe et figurent sur une liste
du Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA) des Etats-
Unis, le service de lutte contre les
réseaux de stupéfiants. Les
milieux kurdes y voient un
«acharnement judiciaire».

«Il ne faut pas croire que tous les
Kurdes soutiennent le PKK»,
avance Dorothée Schmid.
L’organisation perd petit a petit de
I’influence, surtout aupres des
jeunes générations et de la diaspo-
ra. «Le PKK, c’est aussi la terreur
pour certains Kurdes. Des gens
sont rackettés pour servir leur
cause», poursuit la spécialiste. On
soupconne d'ailleurs des regle-
ments de compte internes. «Au vu
de la situation régionale et notam-
ment de la crise syrienne, le PKK
est divisé et a tout intérét a durcir
ses positions face aux Turcs», con-
clut la spécialiste.®
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