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« TURQUIE : 35 VILLAGEOIS TUES PAR L’ARMEE

TURQUE

« IRAK : TARIQ AL HASHIMI ACCUSE DE TERRO-
RISME S’ENFUIT AU KURDISTAN

¢« KURDISTAN D’IRAK : EMEUTES ISLAMISTES A

ZAKHO

* CULTURE : UN JUIF KURDE VEUT PROMOUVOIR
SA CULTURE A JERUSALEM

TURQUIE :

35 VILLAGEOIS TUES PAR L’ARMEE TURQUE

personnes, toutes de

sexe masculin, dont 17

adolescents, ont été

tuées, une autre bles-

sée et deux sont sortis
indemnes d'une attaque aérienne
de l'aviation militaire turque sur
le groupe, qui avait passé la fron-
tiere entre la Turquie et 1'Irak
pour contrebande, et s'en retour-
nait en Turquie, dans les envi-
rons de Giilyaz1 (Bujeh) et
d'Ortasu (Roboski), villages du
district d'Uludere (Qileban) de la
province de Sirnak, le 28
décembre 2011 entre 21h.30 et
22h.30.

L’armée a d’abord prétendu qu’il
s’agissait d'un groupe de com-
battants du PKK :

« La zone ot se sont produits les
faits est celle de Sinat-Haftanin,

située dans le nord de I'lrak, qui
n'abrite pas de population civile
et ol se trouvent des bases de
I'organisation terroriste", c'est-a-
dire le PKK, a indiqué 1'état-
major des armées, ajoutant que
des drones avaient signalé dans
la nuit « un mouvement vers
notre frontiere ».

Mais tres vite il s’est avéré que
les victimes étaient toutes des
habitants de villages environ-
nants, principalement celui de
Roboski, qui passaient la frontie-
re avec un chargement et des
mules. Il s’agit pour la plupart
d’adolescents, agés de 12 a 20
ans.

Embarrassé, le gouvernement
turc a tardé a sortir de son silen-
ce, tandis que les images des
corps ensanglantés et des villa-

geois en pleurs les ramenant
dans leurs maisons, sur des anes,
sans qu’aucun secours armé ou
civil n’intervienne, faisaient le
tour des media kurdes, et puis
internationaux. Les premieres
déclarations faisant état d’une
bavure émanent, non du gouver-
nement, mais du porte-parole du
parti AKP :

« Selon les premieres informa-
tions que nous avons regues, ces
gens étaient des contrebandiers
et non des terroristes », a déclaré
a Ankara Hiiseyin Celik, vice-
président du Parti de la justice et
du développement (AKP). « Au
nom de mon parti, je souhaite
exprimer notre consternation,
notre tristesse pour la mort de 35
de nos citoyens. S'il y a une
erreur, une bavure, soyez rassu-
rés, I'affaire ne sera pas enterrée.
La Turquie est un Etat de droit. »




* 2 * Bulletin de linison et d'information

Selahattin Demirtas, chef du
parti kurde BDP (Parti pour la
paix et la démocratie), a dénoncé
immédiatement un « massacre et
le BDP a organisé une manifesta-
tion qui a réuni plus de 2.000
personnes a Istanbul, et a dégé-
néré en heurts entre jeunes
Kurdes et policiers.

Pour finir, le Premier Ministre
Tayip Erdogan a reconnu qu’il
s’agissait d’une « erreur » de
l’armée et a présenté « ses
regrets» aux familles des vic-
times. Malgré cela, aucun repré-
sentant du gouvernement, ni
méme du gouvernorat de Sirnak,
ou bien de I'armée n’étaient pré-
sents aux funérailles des vic-
times, auxquelles assistaient,
entre autres, le maire de
Diyarbakir, Osman Baydemir,
les maires d'autres districts et
provinces, le président du parti
Selahattin Demirtas, le vice-pré-
sident du BDP et député de
Sirnak, Hasip Kaplan, d'autres
députés du BDP, le député indé-
pendant Ahmet Tiirk, et le dépu-
té CHP d'Istanbul Sezgin
Tanrikulu.

Une commission d’enquéte for-
mée de plusieurs ONG turques
et kurdes, dont I'lHD, MAZ-
LUMDER, la Confédération des
syndicats de la fonction publique
(KESK), I'Association médicale
turque (TTB), la Fondation des
droits de 'homme en Turquie
(HRFT), 1'Association contempo-
raine des avocats (CHD),
I'Assemblée de la paix en
Turquie et I'Union générale des
syndicats de travailleurs (DISK
Genel ig), s’est tres vite rendue
sur place, pour interroger les
familles et les survivants,
d’abord a I’hopital d’Uludere, ou
se trouvait les corps, et puis dans
les villages au moment des funé-
railles a Bujeh et Roboski.

IIs ont recueilli les témoignages
des deux survivants, 1'un, Haci
Encti, a I'hopital d’Uludere, le 29

décembre, et 1’autre, Servet
Encuu a son domicile, le 30.

« Le 28 décembre 2011 a 16h.00,
nous avons traversé la frontiere
de I'Irak avec un groupe de 40 a
50 personnes et un méme
nombre de mules pour y rame-
ner de l'essence et de la nourritu-
re. Nous n'avons pas informé le
QG de la gendarmerie, intention-
nellement, mais ils savaient déja
que nous allions et venions.
Notre but était de ramener de
I'essence et du sucre. En fait, déja
en route, nous avons entendu le
bruit des drones mais nous
avons continué, comme d’habi-
tude. A 19 heures, nous avons
commencé de revenir, apres
avoir chargé les mules. A 21
heures, nous étions proches de la
frontiere. Nous avons atteint le
plateau de notre village.
D'abord, il y a eu des fusées
éclairantes, et puis des tirs
d'obus. Nous avons laissé le
chargement de l'autre coté de la
frontiere. Immédiatement apres,
les avions sont arrivés et ont
commencé de bombarder.

Nous étions deux groupes : il y
avait une distance de 300-400
metres entre le groupe de devant
et celui de I'arriere. Tout de suite
apres, il y eu les salves aériennes.
Il n'y avait pas d'autre chemin
pour passer de l'autre coté de la
frontiere parce que les soldats
tenaient notre plateau. C'est avec
le premier bombardement aérien
que le groupe d'une vingtaine de
personnes qui se trouvait sur le
point-zéro de la frontiere a été
anéanti. Tout de suite, nous
avons pris la fuite. Les bombes
ont commencé de pleuvoir sur
ceux qui étaient entre les rochers.

Le groupe dont je faisais partie
comprenait 6 personnes dont 3
ont survécu. Nous étions habillés
en civil, personne n'avait
d'armes. Deux d'entre nous sont
entrés dans le ruisseau, avec 3
mules. Apres avoir attendu une

n°321 e décembre 2011

heure, nous nous sommes réfu-
giés sous une roche et nous ne
pouvions rien savoir de nos
amis. Entre 23 h et 23 h 30, nous
avons compris que les villageois
venaient, aux bruits et aux
lumieéres. Les soldats ont com-
mencé de quitter le plateau qu'ils
tenaient quand les paysans se
sont mis a hurler.

Nous faisons ce travail depuis
longtemps. Deux d'entre nous
étaient mariés, les autres étaient
étudiants ou écoliers. Personne
ne m'a convoqué pour que je
donne mon témoignage. Apres
les événements, je n'ai vu aucun
soldat. Les autres survivants
sont Davut Encii (22 ans) et
Servet Encii (blessé, a I'hopital de
Sirnak ). »

Servet Encii interrogé apres les
funérailles le 30 décembre,
confirme les propos de son
camarade :

« Nos peres, nos grands-peres
ont fait aussi ce métier (contre-
bande). Nous le faisons aussi. Il
n'y a pas d'usine. Nous gagnons
de quoi vivre avec ce travail.
Tout le monde dans ce village,
sur cette frontiére, fait ce métier.
La nuit de l'incident, 7 ou 8 per-
sonnes de 2 ou 3 villages chacun,
sur cette frontieére, ont fait ce tra-
vail, ce qui fait en tout presque
40 personnes, avec nos mules, et
nous avons franchi la frontiere
d'environ 2 kilometres. La, nous
avons acheté de l'essence, du
sucre et de la nourriture des
Irakiens. Nous ne sommes pas
allés a Haftanin ni Sinat. Au
retour, les soldats nous ont stop-
pés. IIs le font a chaque fois, mais
ils nous donnent toujours la per-
mission de passer. Cette fois, ils
ne l'ont pas fait. Ils nous ont fait
attendre a la frontiere. Et finale-
ment, ils ont jeté leurs bombes
sur nous. 37 personnes, dont des
étudiants, 4gés de 10 a 20 ans,
ont été abattus pour un travail
qui leur rapportait 50, 60 ou 100
lires turques (100 lires turques =
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42,5 euros). Selam Encti, I'un des
morts, était étudiant
ingénieur. Sivan avait 15 ans,
Orhan 10, Mehmet avait 11 ans.
Personne n'était du PKK. Le PKK
ne trafique pas de I'essence avec
40 ou 50 mules. Les soldats qui
nous ont arrétés a la frontiere ne
nous ont pas dit un mot. Apres
l'incident, aucun officiel militaire
n'est venu nous aider. Apres le
bombardement, plusieurs bles-
sés ont gelé a mort sur le sol car
personne ne s'est montré pour
leur porter secours. Nous
sommes 3 survivants sur 38. Ils
ne m'ont pas vu parce que je me
suis caché en m'enterrant sous la
neige.

Avant, les soldats nous arrétaient
un moment et puis nous don-
naient la permission de passer.
Cette fois, ils ne nous ont pas
laissés et nous ont encerclés. Les
soldats sont partis avec leurs voi-
tures des que les bombarde-
ments ont commencé. Si je
n'avais pas survécu, les corps
auraient pu attendre 2 ou 3 jours.
Nous formions 3 groupes dis-
tincts, I'un a la frontiére et deux
loin d'elle. Nous avons pensé
partir et laisser notre chargement
quand ils nous ont stoppés.

Apres le bombardement, j'ai
marché environ 100 metres et j'ai
demandé de 1'aide par téléphone.
Apres 2-3 heures, ils sont venus
au secours. Aucun soldat ou
aucune autorité n'est venue, ce
sont juste nos gens qui sont
venus. Nous avions quitté le vil-
lage a 17 heures, et a 21 h 30 nous
avons gagné la frontiere. A 21 h
40, il y a eu le bombardement.

Le premier groupe nous a infor-
més que les soldats avaient pris
des mesures. Nous avons pensé
laisser notre chargement et
repasser la frontiere a cause du
froid. Nous sommes restés ol
nous étions. Alors que nous
attendions de voir si les soldats
nous laisseraient passer ou si

Bulletin de liaison et d'information * 3

nous pouvions trouver un autre
moyen de passer, nous avons été
bombardés en deux groupes
séparés. Nous avons été bombar-
dés séparément. 4 avions sont
venus et nous ont bombardés
plus d'une heure. Les explosions
m'ont fait voler dans les airs, et
pulis je suis retombé et je me suis
retrouvé enfoui dans la neige.

Nous faisions ce travail comme
nous avions l'habitude de le
faire. Jusqu'ici il n'y avait eu
aucun affrontement sur ce par-
cours. Jusqu'a aujourd'hui,
quand les soldats nous attra-
paient, ils tuaient nos mules, brti-
laient les selles et les biens que
nous ramenions. Cette fois, ils
nous ont tirés dessus. J'ai vu des
blessés mourir en perdant leur
sang, et ni les forces de sécurité
ni une ambulance ne venait. »

Les soupgons d’une attaque pré-
méditée ont été tres vite expri-
més par les villageois. L'un
d’eux, ayant choisi de garder
I’anonymat, raconte:

« Deux jours avant l'incident il y
a eu un affrontement au carre-
four de la route pour Uludere.
Les soldats ont dit a des amis qui
achetaient les biens que nous
ramenons du commerce fronta-
lier et qui sont vendus dans les
boutiques : « Cette nuit, c'est la
derniere fois. Vous ne pourrez
plus faire ce travail désormais. »

Quant au chef du village de
Roboski, il nie toute confusion
possible des contrebandiers avec
le PKK, de la part des soldats :

« Nous faisons ce commerce
frontalier sur ce trajet, je veux
dire ce travail, depuis que les
Anglais ont tracé la frontiere. Les
soldats et les officiels de 1'Etat
savent que nous faisons de la
contrebande. Je crois que cet inci-
dent vient d'un mouvement
comme Ergenekon ou Balyoz
parce que cela survient juste

apres que Biilent Aring a dit
qu'ils devaient donner des droits
aux Kurdes. De plus, les villages
alentour votent BDP (le parti
kurde). Je crois que c'est pour ¢a
que cet incident est arrivé. La
région n'est pas sur le parcours
du PKK parce que ce coté-ci de
I'Irak est plat. Il n'est pas possible
d'attaquer la Turquie par surpri-
se de ce coté-la. Celui qui appro-
cherait par ce c6té serait remar-
qué par les soldats turcs. Jusqu'a
présent il n'y a eu aucun affron-
tement sur ce parcours. En géné-
ral, durant une opération, le chef
du village et les gardiens de vil-
lage temporaires sont avertis afin
qu'ils empéchent les contreban-
diers d'aller et de venir dans la
région. »

La liste de plusieurs victimes, les
plus jeunes, et les motifs de leur
contrebande a été rédigée par le
frére d’un de I'un de d’elles,
Welat Encii, et envoyée a plu-
sieurs  journaux (source
http:/ /yollar.blog.lemonde.fr/):

Serhat Encii, 17 ans. Son pere,
étant trop agé pour travailler ne
pouvait financer les études de
ses enfants. Serhat voulait
envoyer de l'argent a deux de ses
ainés qui sont étudiants.

Cemal Encii, 16 ans. Eleve en
derniere année au lycée, il vou-
lait payer ses frais de scolarité et
de cantine.

Amza Encii, 21 ans. Venant de
terminer son service militaire, il
voulait soutenir financierement
sa famille.

Serafettin Encii, 16 ans. Eleve en
derniere année au lycée.
Orphelin de mere, il voulait
gagner lui-méme son argent de
poche.

Bedran Encii, 14 ans, Eleve au
college. Etant ’ainé de sa fratrie,
son pere l'avait chargé de subve-
nir aux besoins de ses cadets.
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Sivan Encii, 16 ans. Son peére
ayant quitté le foyer familial, il
voulait aider sa mere restée
seule.

Aslan Encii, 17 ans. Il y a six ans
son frere a été blessé par une
mine et il voulait aider a payer
les frais nécessités par son traite-
ment. Son pere est trop dgé pour
travailler.

Calal Encii, 18 ans, ne voulait
pas « par fierté », recevoir de
I’argent de poche de son pere ou
de ses afnés.

Hiiseyin Encii, 19 ans. Il était le
fils ainé de la famille et devait
partir cette année pour son servi-
ce militaire. Son pére avait des
dettes et Hiiseyin voulait l'aider
a les rembourser.

Selam Encii, 22 ans, venait de
terminer "université. Il devait
passer un examen et voulait
financer son voyage.

Fadil Encii, 19 ans. C’était ’ainé
de la famille et il a voulu accom-
pagner ses freres dans cette
expédition.

En dehors de la presse kurde et
internationale, les media turcs
n‘ont que tres mollement réagi,
les voix les plus nationalistes,
dont celle de Devlet Bahceli

(MHP), avangant méme qu’il
valait mieux commettre cette
bavure que de laisser courir des
terroristes.

Un des rares journaux turcs a
s'étre indigné et a prendre publi-
quement a parti le Premier
Ministre est le joiurnal Taraf,
avec un éditorial virulent de son
rédacteur en chef, Ahmet Altan :
« Si tu te mets a diriger pendant dix
ans un Etat sans I'avoir au préalable
nettoyé de son poison, si tu tournes
le dos a ton peuple pour accéder aux
plus hautes fonctions, si tu deviens
un complice de cet Etat, ce poison
finira par couler dans tes veines. Tu
seras empoisonné. Tu deviendras un
élément corrompu d’un Etat infecté.
Et tu commenceras a menacer, i
mentir, a éluder, i calomnier. Et
quand cet Etat que tu crois diriger
bombardera sous tes ordres le
peuple, tu défendras I'Etat. Tu ne
formuleras méme pas d’excuses.
Sous ton gouvernement, cet Etat a
déchiqueté 35 enfants de ce pays.
Soit c’est I'Etat que tu diriges qui
t'a tendu un piege soit c’est toi qui
les as fait sciemment tuer. C'est
lequel ? On a cru que tu avais été
piégé mais en préférant défendre
ceux qui ont bombardé, cacher la
vérité a ton peuple, dénaturer les
faits, tu nous as expliqués que tu
n’avais pas été trompé. Alors rends-
compte des enfants tués. Au lieu de
t'agiter pour dire que I'Etat n'a pas

bombardé son peuple, dis-nous com-
ment 1'Etat a bombardé le peuple.
Qui a donné l'ordre de tuer ?
Pourquoi ? Tu dis avoir été briefé par
ton général de brigade, est-ce qu'il est
venu a l'esprit de ton général de bri-
gade de demander i la caserne qui se
trouve la-bas s'il y a des contreban-
diers dans les parages ? S'il ne I'a pas
fait, pourquoi ne I'a-t-il pas fait ?
Pourquoi n'a-t-il pas pris ses disposi-
tions avant le commencement des
bombardements ? Tu lui as demandé
a ton général de brigade ? Tu étais un
homme du peuple quand tu as pris le
pouvoir, tu te dressais contre les agis-
sements de I'Etat, tu parlais avec ton
peuple, tu lui demandais conseil, tu
faisais la lumiere sur les crimes de
I"Etat, maintenant que tu es devenu
un flagorneur de cet Etat, tu ne
parles qu'avec tes agents, tes géné-
raux, ton brigadier. (...) Explique-
nous pourquoi vous avez tué ces
enfants. Pourquoi ne vous étes vous
méme pas excusés ? (...) Si ces morts
étaient des Turcs, aurais-tu parlé de
la sorte ? Tu as parlé comme cela car
tu consideres le militaire supérieur au
civil, le Turc supérieur au Kurde.
Honte sur toi, regarde-toi, tu étais le
héros du peuple, tu es devenu le jouet
de I'Etat. (...) Valait-il la peine de
s'humilier ainsi pour accéder au
palais présidentiel ? D’absorber le
poison de I'Etat ? Tu as vu, toi aussi
tu as fini par étre empoisonné ».
(blog http://sami-kilic.blog-
spot.com)

IRAK:

TARIQ AL HASHIMI ACCUSE DE TERRORISME S’ENFUIT AU KURDISTAN

lors que les troupes
américaines venaient
tout juste de se retirer
completement d’Irak, le
19 décembre, trois des
gardes du corps d'un des deux
vices-présidents irakiens, Tareq
al-Hashimi, étaient arrétés et
accusés d’activités terroristes. Le
Premier Ministre Nuri Al-Maliki
demandait le méme jour qu’'un
autre haut responsable politique
sunnite, pour son adjoint, Saleh
Al-Mutlak, soit démis de ses

fonctions, tandis qu’Al-Hashimi
et le reste de ses gardes étaient
interdit de sortir du territoire.

Le porte-parole de la Sécurité de
Bagdad, le général en chef
Qassim Atta, a indiqué que la
nuit précédente, Tariq Al-
Hashimi avait été intercepté
alors qu’il s’apprétait a prendre
un vol pour la ville kurde de
Suleimanieh, ou il se rendait
pour rencontrer le président Jalal
Talabani. Sa voiture personnelle

a été confisquée par les services
secrets de la Défense irakienne.
Le vice-président n’a pu prendre
son vol que gréce a l'intervention
personnelle de Jalal Talabani.

La Sécurité irakienne soupgonne
Tarek Al-Hashimi d’avoir com-
mandité l"attentat a la voiture
piégée contre le parlement qui,
en novembre dernier, avait fait
une victime et blessé trois autres
membres parlementaires, dont
un Kurde.
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Les deux politiciens appartiennent
au bloc rival de Maliki, celui d’al-
Iraqiya, dont les 82 députés vien-
nent tout juste d’entamer un boy-
cott au parlement irakien pour
protester contre « une monopoli-
sation du pouvoir » par le Premier
Ministre. Saleh Al-Mutlak, plu-
sieurs fois accusé par ses détrac-
teurs de soutenir en secret 1'ex-
Parti Baath, a répliqué sur sa
propre chaine de télévision,
Babiliyah, que Nuri Al-Maliki
était « pire que Saddam Hussein ».

Ce dernier n’a cessé de réaffir-
mer sa détermination a mener
jusqu’au bout le processus judi-
ciaire, et a indiqué, par le biais de
son porte-parole qu’aucune
« médiation » (probablement
kurde) ne le dissuaderait de
mettre le vice-président irakien
en état d’arrestation et qu’ils lui
avaient donné 48 h pour prouver
I’innocence de ses gardes du
corps.

Les « confessions » des gardes du
corps de Tarek Al-Hashimi,
retransmises sur des chaines télé-
visées, sont dénoncées par le
camp des Arabes sunnites
comme une machination ourdie
par le Premier Ministre chiite
pour abattre ses puissants rivaux
d’Al Iraqiyya qui boycottent
actuellement le parlement et le
gouvernement de coalition.
Quant a l'accusé, il a fait savoir,
dans une conférence de presse
donnée a Erbil, qu’il était « prét a
étre jugé » a condition que son
proces ait lieu au Kurdistan
d’Irak, ot il a trouvé refuge, et
non en Irak méme, dominé par
les chiites.

En plus du transfert de son dos-
sier au Kurdistan, Tarek Al
Hashimi réclame également la
présence de représentants de la
Ligue arabe pour veiller sur la
régularité de I'enquéte et des
interrogatoires.

La riposte de Nouri Al-Maliki ne
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s’est pas fait attendre. Des le len-
demain de la conférence de pres-
se d’Al Hasimi, le 21 décembre, il
s’adressait au Gouvernement
régional du Kurdistan pour
qu’ils remettent le vice-président
sunnite a la Justice irakienne, et
rejetait tout role de la Ligue
arabe dans cette affaire qu’il qua-
lifiait de « criminelle ».

Alors que le dernier convoi de
soldats américains avait quitté
I'Irak, le gouvernement améri-
cain, face a cette crise inattendue,
a exprimé son « inquiétude au
sujet de ces développements et a
exhorté « toutes les parties a oeu-
vrer pour résoudre leurs diver-
gences de facon pacifique, a tra-
vers le dialogue, de fagon respec-
tueuse de I'Etat de droit et du
processus politique démocra-
tique ».

Avecla « fuite » d’Al Hashimi au
Kudistan, plus que le président
de I'Irak, Jalal Talabani, c’est le
président de la Région du
Kurdistan, Massoud Barzani, qui
se trouve dans une position clef
dans cette médiation, puisque
c’est sous sa « protection » que
Tarek Al Ashimi s’est placé en
réclamant d’étre jugé a Erbil, et
Nouri Al Maliki ne s’y est pas
trompé quand il a sommé les
Kurdes de faire face a leur « res-
ponsabilité » en lui livrant le
vice-président. De méme,
n’ayant plus en Irak qu'une pré-
sence diplomatique, les Etats-
Unis ont besoin plus que jamais
de la médiation kurde entre les
sunnites et les chiites irakiens.

Massoud Barzani a lancé tres vite
un appel allant dans le sens du
dialogue et de 'apaisement, en
proposant qu’une « conférence
nationale » se tienne afin de
résoudre la crise politique et
d’éviter une aggravation des
conflits. Mais Nouri Al Maliki a
rejeté cette proposition, qu’il juge
« inappropriée » et le porte-paro-
le du Premier Ministre, Ali Al-

Mussawi, a méme jugé « insul-
tant » pour les proches des vic-
times de l'attentat cette proposi-
tion de conférence générale entre
les politiciens irakiens.

De son c6té, la porte-parole d’Al
Hashimi, Maysoun al Damalouji,
a assuré que le vice-président
prouverait son innocence, en
ajoutant que toute cette affaire
n’était qu'un « jeu politique » de
la part de Maliki.

Les relations, trés tendues entre
Maliki et le gouvernement
kurde, avaient pourtant vu
l’amorce d’un compromis,
depuis que le Premier Ministre
irakien s’était engagé, par écrit, a
un partenariat dans la direction
politique de I'Irak et a travailler a
un accord sur la gestion des
revenus pétroliers kurdes. Mais
le refus des Kurdes de livrer
Tarek Al Hashimi aux chiites n’a
fait qu’envenimer les rapports
entre Erbil et Bagdad. Le 23
décembre, Fuad Hussein, chef
du cabinet de la présidence
kurde, a clairement fait savoir
que le Gouvernement régional
du Kurdistan ne renverrait pas
Tarek Al Hashimi a Bagdad,
qualifié d’ « invité » : Mais il a
ajouté : « Nous sommes préts a
organiser un proces régulier
pour Hashimi dans la Région du
Kurdistan, si les autorités judi-
ciaires irakiennes l’acceptent. »

Secondant les Kurdes dans leur
tentative d’apaisement, les
Américains insistent également
sur la reprise du dialogue entre
les camps rivaux. Selon la chaine
arabe Al-Hurra, Joe Biden, le
vice-président des Etats-Unis a
personnellement appelé Maliki a
cet effet, mais sans succes appa-
rent. Il a aussi joint au téléphone
le président du Kurdistan,
Massoud Barzani, pour discuter
de la situation et réitérer le sou-
tien américain a un processus de
dialogue entre les leaders ira-
kiens.
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Premiers effets de ce bras de fer ?
Quelques jours plus tard, les
attentats se sont multipliés a
Bagdad, surtout dans les zones
chiites, faisant plus de 50 vic-
times et pres de 200 blessés, ce
qui peut laisser craindre une
reprise de la guerre civile en
Irak, alors que les troupes améri-
caines ne sont plus sur le terrain.

Le 26 décembre, ¢’était au tour
du groupe parlementaire Al-
Iraqiya de rejeter I'invitation du
Conseil des ministres d’une
réunion des principaux leaders
politiques encore en place a
Bagdad pour résoudre la crise.
Motif de ce refus : le fait que les
parlementaires sunnites aient été
mandés par le gouvernement et
non par le groupe des députés
chiites de la liste Al Dawa :
« Nous ne sommes pas des
employés du gouvernement » a

ainsi résumé un député d’Al
Iraqgiya.

Pour finir, le parti chiite religieux
d’Al Sadr a appelé a des élec-
tions anticipées, appel relayé par
Massoud Barzani comme un
moyen de débloquer la situation,
au moins sur le plan politique.
S’exprimant sur Al-Jazeera, le
président du Kurdistan a estimé
que I'Irak connaissait sa crise la
plus dangereuse depuis la chute
de I'ancien régime et que le fédé-
ralisme était la seule solution
pour la survie de I'Irak, alors que
de plus en plus de voix sunnites
s’élevent pour réclamer un statut
identique a celui dont jouissent
les Kurdes dans 3 provinces.

S’invitant soudainement dans le
conflit, la Turquie, qui poursuit
plus que jamais sa politique
d’interventionnisme au Moyen-

Orient, a annoncé le 26 décembre
qu’elle ne « s’opposerait pas » a
la venue de Tarek Al Hashimi
sur son territoire, annonce qui,
jusqu’ici a eu peu de succes,
méme du cdté sunnite. Mais il est
probable que le gouvernement
d’Erdogan surveille attentive-
ment le regain de pouvoir que la
situation donne au Kurdistan
d’Irak, comme le fait remarquer
Gala Riani, analyste a I'IHS
Global Insight, qui reprennent
ainsi leur position de « faiseur de
rois », un peu amoindrie devant
l’autoritarisme croissant de
Maliki et la concentration des
pouvoirs dans sa main. De plus,
I’appui américain qui attend
d’eux qu’ils aident a résoudre la
crise leur permet de renforcer
leurs demandes envers le pou-
voir de Bagdad, tout en essayant
de mettre fin a la crise, dans un
statut d’arbitre.

KURDISTAN D’IRAK :

EMEUTES ISLAMISTES A ZAKHO

ne émeute a soudaine-

ment éclaté, le 3

décembre, dans la ville

de Zakho, apres qu'un

imam ait fustigé les
« boutiques d’alcool » et les
« centres de massage chinois »
lors de son sermon du vendredi.
Au sortir de la mosquée, un
groupe d’agitateurs a appelé a la
destruction de ces boutiques et a
commencé d’attaquer et de brii-
ler des échoppes d’alcool, un
commerce principalement exercé
par les chrétiens et les yézidis.
Un centre de massage et quatre
hotels ont été également pris
pour cible.

Prises de court, les forces de sécu-
rité ont cependant gardé leur
sang-froid, évitant en cela de répé-
ter les erreurs de Suleimanieh
quand, au printemps dernier, des
tirs avaient été échangés dans les
manifestations. Les quartiers en
proie aux émeutes et au pillage
ont été circonscrits et les blessés

figurent majoritairement parmi les
policiers, sans qu’aucune mort ne
soit a déplorer.

Tres vite, les images diffusées
sur le web, venant de téléphones
portables appartenant aux
pillards eux-mémes, montraient
une foule des plus disparates, oti
a coté d’adultes entonnant des
slogans religieux, on peut voir de
trés jeunes adolescents en profi-
ter pour se servir dans les bou-
tiques d’alcool, ce qui laisse for-
tement douter de leur motiva-
tion religieuse.

Dans la soirée, les attaques se sont
portées sur la ville de Sumaili, a 15
km de Duhok, ou vivent 200
familles chrétiennes, au village de
Shiuz (180 familles chrétiennes), et
dans la ville de Deraluk, ot1 la poli-
ce est finalement intervenue.

De l'avis de la majorité des media
et de la population, il s’agissait
plus d’une émeute visant les deux

partis au pouvoir, le PDK et
I’'UPK, pour des raisons plus
sociales et politiques que confes-
sionnelles, méme si des groupus-
cules islamistes réclament régulie-
rement du gouvernement qu’il
interdise la vente d’acool.

La riposte a été immédiate et a
visé plusieurs locaux de I'Union
islamique du Kurdistan (KIU),
immédiatement mise en cause
par des membres ou sympathi-
sants du Parti démocratique du
Kurdistan, tandis que plusieurs
membres et dirigeants du parti
islamiste étaient arrétés. Le KIU
a vu braler plusieurs de ses
locaux a Zakho, Duhok, Simel et
Erbil, en « représailles » par une
foule en colere. Il a alors publié
un communiqué condamnant a
la fois les émeutes de Zakho (et
niant en étre l'instigateur) et les
attaques contre ses bureaux.

Le ministre de I'Intérieur a, dans
la soirée, émis un communiqué
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dans lequel il condamnait toutes
les violences commises et pro-
mettaient qu’elles feraient 1'objet
de poursuites judiciaires. Deés le
lendemain, le président du
Kurdistan, Massoud Barzani, se
tendait a Zakho et condamnait
les troubles de la veille, qu'il esti-
mait « prémédités ».

« Je condamne ces actes illégaux.
J'appelle le peuple de la Région
du Kurdistan a préserver nos tra-
ditions de coexistence religieuse
et ethnique. J’ai ordonné la créa-
tion d’une commission qui
enquétera sur ces troubles, et que
les responsables soient traduits
en justice. »

« Protéger I’harmonie entre les
communautés kurdes n’est pas de
la seule responsabilité du gouver-
nement du Kurdistan, c’est de la
responsabilité de tous et nous ne
permettrons a personne de mena-
cer cette harmonie » a,pour sa
part, déclaré le chef de la police
de Duhok, Ahmed Doski.

Le 5 décembre, on pouvait
craindre une propagation des
émeutes, quand a Suleimanieh,
un centre de massage asiatique
était brtlé par des manifestants
inconnus, sans faire de blessés.
Le maire de Suleimanieh, une
ville fréquemment en proie a une
agitation sociale et politique,
contrairement a Zakho ou
Duhok, Zana Hamasalih, a accu-
sé des « saboteurs » d’étre a 1’ori-
gine de l'incident.

Malgré cet incident, les autres
gouvernorats, celui d’Erbil et
celui de Ninive, assuraient qu’il
ne s’agissait que d’agitations
locales et ne craignaient pas une
contamination. Le gouverneur
d’Erbil a méme indiqué n’avoir
pris aucune mesure particuliere
de sécurité, et que la situation
était « stable ».

L’origine des troubles a suscité
nombre de versions et de com-
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mentaires dans les media kurdes
et pami les observateurs poli-
tiques. Les uns y voient surtout
une agitation sociale, les autres
cherchent une instigation étran-
gere, rappelant le soutien du
GRK a la révolution syrienne ou
bien ses conflits récurrents avec
le gouvernement de Bagdad.

Quant a 'imam dont le préche a
déclenché les émeutes, il a nié
toute responsabilité dans ces
attaques. Convoqué par la com-
mission d’enquéte et s’exprimant
aussi dans la presse, Mala Ismail
Osman Sind{ s’est défendu en
disant qu’il n’était pas le seul, ni
le premier religieux a protester
publiquement contre les centres
de massage chinois (qui sem-
blent rencontrer un certain suc-
ces au Kurdistan) : « Tout le
monde en parle, et je suis peut-
étre le dernier a avoir abordé
cette question. J'ai seulement dit
qu’au lieu de centres de mas-
sages, on devrait construire des
mosquées. »

Un habitant de Zakho, qui assis-
tait au préche, rapporte au jour-
nal Rudaw qu’ « aprés que le
mollah a parlé des centres de
massage, un homme s’est levé et
a crié : « Puisqu’il y a des choses
‘haram’ & Zakho, nous ne devons
pas les accepter et nous devons
les détruire. »

Omar Sindi a confirmé la scene :
« Mais je lui ai dit que sl partait
attaquer les centres avant que le
sermon soit terminé, sa priére ne
serait pas acceptée par
Dieu. Cette personne est membre
du KIU. »

Le PDK et le KIU n’ont ainsi
cessé de s’accuser mutuellement
d’étre a I'origine des violences, le
PDK s’en servant comme prétex-
te pour mettre a sac les locaux du
KIU, et ce dernier pour nuire a
I'image de gouvernement et de
la Région, ou bien servant des
intéréts étrangers. Mais tous sont

unanimes pour douter qu’un
seul sermon par un mollah sans
grande envergure de Zakho ait
pu spontanément embraser toute
une foule devenue soudaine-
ment extrémiste.

Le vendredi suivant celui de
I'émeute, (le vendredi étant un
jour de préche religieux et tradi-
tionnellement choisi pour les
manifestations et les protesta-
tions au Moyen-Orient) aucun
trouble n’est survenu dans toute
la Région, méme si la police de la
province de Duhok a été mise en
état d’alerte.

Quant aux chrétiens de Zakho,
ils se disent peu effrayés par une
possible répétition des attaques,
insistant sur la longue cohabita-
tion amicale avec les musulmans
kurdes, la plupart y voyant une
menée de partis politiques oppo-
sés au gouvernement.

Dans une interview donnée le 15
décembre, au journal Rudaw,
Amir Goka, député chrétien a la
téte du bloc du Conseil national
des Chaldéens et des Assyriens
au Parlement d’Erbil, expliquait
que ces attaques restaient totale-
ment inexplicables et imprévi-
sibles pour les habitants de
Zakho, musulmans, yézidis et
chrétiens et qu’il songeait, lui
aussi, a une attaque plannifiée,
pour porter atteinte a la réputa-
tion de tolérance religieuse de la
Région du Kurdistan.

Commentant les événements,
Mahmoud Osman, député indé-
pendant a la téte de la coalition
kurde au parlement de Bagdad
(coalition qui rassemble aussi
bien la liste majoritire de
I’Alliance du Kurdistan que le
KIU) y voit les agissements
d'Ftats voisins désireux d’ébran-
ler la stabilité politique du
Kurdistan :

« Je soupgonne des milieux
étrangers, comme |'Iran, la Syrie
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et la Turquie, qui ne sont pas
amis de la Région du Kurdistan,
et qui ne reconnaissent rien de ce
qui se nomme le peuple kurde,

d’étre derriere les récents inci-
dents qui se sont produits a
Zakho et Duhok. » a déclaré le
deputé au journal Aswat al Iraq.

« 11 se peut que ces Ftats aient
interféré, afin de miner la situa-
tion dans la Région du
Kurdistan. »

CULTURE:

UN JUIF KURDE VEUT PROMOUVOIR SA CULTURE A JERUSALEM

n citoyen israélien, Drory
Yeoshua s’attache a pro-
mouvoir activement la
musique de son pays
d’origine, le Kurdistan, et
présente les traditions judéo-
kurdes au sommet du Centre com-
munautaire juif et a la
Congrégation des artistes en rési-
dence, ce mois-ci. Son programme
comprend aussi bien de la
musique et des danses kurdes,
qu’une initiation a la cuisine tradi-
tionnelle du Kurdistan, allant de la
soupe aux kubbeh, dans un souci
de ne pas hiérarchiser les traits cul-
turels entre eux:

« Certains diront que ces psaumes,
ces mélodies, ces mets et ses
danses représentent une « proto-
culture », qui n’a rien a avoir avec
la culture des livres et des romans.
Mais pour moi il n’y a pas de peti-
te et de grande cultures. La bonne
question est de demander

« Qu’est-ce qui fait s’épanouir
votre Ame ? Quand vous entendez
des psaumes kurdes, quand vous
mangez de la nourriture persane,
quand vous lisez un roman
syrien ? Votre ame est 1a ot1 vous la
sentez s’émouvoir. »

Yehoshua pense que cette croyan-
ce en des cultures supérieures et
inférieures creuse davantage le
fossé entre les juifs issus des cul-
tures musulmanes et ceux venus
des sociétés occidentale ou ashke-
nazes. Il a aussi pour but de redon-
ner I'estime d’eux-mémes aux juifs
venus du monde musulman.

« Les cultures « musulmanes » ont
été beaucoup critiquées au com-
mencement de cet Etat. Ma famille,
par exemple, a eu du mal a mon-
trer sa culture en public. Mais avec
l’aide de Dieu, les choses changent
en Israél. »

Drory Yehoshua est ainsi particu-
lierement attaché au maqam
Husseini, qui vient du Kurdistan.
Ces mélodies sur lesquelles sont
chantés les psaumes des juifs
kurdes sont en fait le produit d'un
mélange de cultures et de chants
entre juifs et musulmans du
Kurdistan.

« Nous pouvons trouver tristes la
plupart de ces musiques presque
toutes ces musiques, mais elles ont
un effet tres intéressant. Une mélo-
die peut alourdir le cceur et attris-

ter profondément et puis... une
minute aprés vous vous retrouvez
a danser et sauter. »

Résidant a Jérusalem il enseigne a
I'institut Shalom Hartman
Institute et au Memizrach
Shemesh, un centre d’études et
d’actions sociales, qui se consacre
au patrimoine sépharades (juifs
originaires d’Espagne, venus de
Méditerranée et d’Afrique du
Nord) et mizrachis (juifs « orien-
taux » principalement d’Irak et du
Kurdistan), ainsi que dans une
synagogue de Jérusalem.

Son pére a émigré du Kurdistan en
1952 et sa mere née a Jérusalem,
est issue dune famille de juifs
kurdes arrivés en Palestine en
1928. « Je suis né dans un environ-
nement kurde ou toutes les
familles formaient comme une
tribu. Aujourd’hui, cela fait partie
de mon identité juive : Je suis un
juif kurde. »

Environ 450 000 Israéliens se
définissent ainsi comme juifs
kurdes, selon Drory Yeoshua,
qui précise que cette identité est
mouvante, car elle se fonde sur
un ressenti personnel.
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En Turquie, I'offensive contre__l_’« Etat paralléle » kurde

Larépression de l'aile politique de la rébellion kurde renforce les militaires du PKK

Reportage
Diyarbakir
Envoyé spécial

ne cohorte de vieilles fem-
l ' mes kurdes entouréesd’en-

fantssefraye uncheminjus-
qu'a la salle d'audience de la
6°chambre de la cour d’assises, au
sous-sol du tribunal de Diyarbakir,
la « capitale» de la région kurde de
Turquie. « Asseyez-vous, plus vite »,
aboie un policier turc en les pous-
santverslesbancs,aufonddelasal-
le, vaste comme un terrain de foot.

Trois étudiants accusés sont
amenés devant les juges, pour
«appartenance a une organisation
terroriste », escortés par une vingtai-
ne de soldats. Les familles se bous-
culent pour échanger un regard,
mais les militaires font barrage.
Apres quelques minutes de procé-
dure, les accusés repartent, menot-
tés, vers la prison de haute sécurité.

Ces jeunes kurdes sont jugés
pour avoir manifesté en souvenir.
deleur camarade Aydin Erdem, un
étudiant en mathématiques tué
d'une balle dans le dos par un poli-
cier surle campus de Diyarbakir,en
décembre 2010. Ses parents sont
également poursuivis pour avoir
fait «'apologie d'un criminel», en
raison de '’hommage qu'’ils ont fait
inscrire sur la pierre tombale.

A longueur de journée, dans ce
tribunal spécial, se -succédent
devant lesjuges des prévenus soup-
connés de crimes pohthues «La
justice joue un scénario écrit a
I'avance », estime Hiilya Giilbahar;
Yavocate de Biisra Ersanli, une pro-
fesseure de sciences pohthues arré-
téele 1 novembre, a Istanbul, pour
avoir donné une conférence a des
élus du parti kurde légal BDP (Parti
pour la paix et de la démocratie).

. Depuis les élections municipa-
Tesde200g9,oule BDP avait obtenu
la majorité dans la région kurde,

9000 personnes, €lus, militants
politiques ou associatifs, intellec-

tuels, ont été arrétées pour des
liens supposés avec le KCK (Union
des communautés du Kurdistan),

une nébuleuse semi-clandestine ' -

quiformela structure civile et poli-
tique du PKK (Partides travailleurs
du Kurdistan). Un embryon d'ad-
ministration autonome, contre
laquelle Yindivisible République
turque estpartie en guerre.

Mais au nom de la lutte antiter-
roriste, c'est toute la société kurde
qui est criminalisée. -

« Vous voyez! C'est ca la justice
turque!», vocifére une mere dans
les couloirs du tribunal. Son mari
est en prison depuis neuf mois
pour avoir participé a une manifes-
tation légale. «IIs nous appellent
desterroristes. Mais alors, nous som-
mestousdes terroristes.Nous allons
tous le devenir si ca continue ».

«Ils n‘ont aucune preuve, c’est
un procés totalement politique »,
lance un jeune homme dont 1'on-
cle a été arrété. Sur son téléphone
portable,il montre la photode son

« Lajustice turque
joue un scénario
écrital'avance » -

Hiilya Giilbahar, avocate

cousin. «1l a été condamné a huit
ans, du coup il est parti pour la
montagne. Ceux-qui n'ont pas {a
possibilité de pamrenEurope rejoi-
gnentla guenIIa »

Le tour de vis judiciaire contre

les milieux politiqueskurdesaren- ‘
. 13novembre, par un militant pro-
militairedumouvement. « Le gou-. -

forcé, par la'méme occasion, l'aile

vernement parle de solution, mais
enfermetous les responsables poli-
thues Aucune arme n’a été trou-
vée, ils sontarrétés pour leurs idées.
Ondoit pouvoir étre libre de reven-
diquer un Kurdistan indépendant
si ¢e nest pas par la violence», cla-

me: Abdullah Demirbas, le maire -

de l'arrondissement central de

Diyarbakir, soupconné. lui aussi

© stanbul

Mer Mediterranés

d’étre membre du KCK mais laissé
libre pour raisons de santé.
Sur son bureau, une nouvelle

. plainte du procureur vient d’arri-

ver. Visé pat plus de 20 procédures
judiciaires, M.Demirbas risque
deuxcent quarante-deuxansde pri-
son pour ses positions politiques
ou son engagement pour l'ensei-
gnement des langues minoritaires:

«Ces arrestations ont commencéle

lendemain d'un cessez-le-feu du

PKK. Le message que I'’Etat envoie-

aux Kurdes est qu'il n'’y a point de
salut dans I'action politique. Depuis
2009, au moins 2000 jeunes ont
re]omt les rangs du PKK. Mon pro-
pre fils est Fun d’eux. Je nai pas pu
I'empécher de partir »; 1ache-t-il
Enretour, les attaques violentes
du PKX se sont multipliées depuis
juin:des émbuscades a la frontiere
irakienne,comme celle qui a tué 24
soldats a Cukurca, en octobre. Ou
des actions terroristes aveugles,

‘comme a Bingdl, ol une femme

s'est fait exploser devant un
bureau de 'AKP, le parti au pou—
voir. A Istanbul, un ferry a été
détourné en mer de Marmara, le

PKKX dont la sceur avait été arrétée

- ¢cinq mois plus tot. Tué par les for—,_

ces spéciales, son corps a été expé-
dié & Diyarbakir, ou sa famille I'a

enterré parmi les « martyrs » dela .

rébellion kurde.

Le KCK, que les autorités tur-
ques cherchent . a éliminer par la:

force, serait selon le premierminis-

tre Recep Tayyip Erdogan, uneten- -

tativede créationd’un « Etat paral-

Mer Nolre

léle » kurde. Le prolongementde la

_stratégied’«autonomiedémocrati-

que », décrétée par le chef empri-
sonné du PKK, Abdullah Ocalan.
«La Turquie ne peut admettre un
Etat paralléle. Ceux qui critiquent
ces opérations soutiennent et ser-
vent le terrorisme. Nous ne baisse-
rons pas les armes», a déclaré le
dirigeant turc.

«llsdisentque c'est une adminis-
tration locale qui contréle les mee-
tings et les manifestations, choisit
les maires, donne des instructions...
Toutcelaestvrai! Maistousles par-

‘tis politiques ont cela», souligne

Emin Aktar, le batonnier de Diyar-
bakir et-avocat des prmc1paux
accusés.

‘Le KCK forme la base militante
et tient sous son controle les mai-
res et députés du. parti légal, le -
BDP. C'est aussi lui qui collecte
I'impot révolutionnaire a I'étran-
ger et en Turquie. Selon un audit
du ministére des finances, les
municipalités kurdes: auraient

_reversé au moins-'équivalent de

12millions d’euros i la guérilla.
Cette administration parallele
qui gouvernerait Diyarbakir et les

~ provinces de VEst lance réguliere-
_ment des campagnes de boycotta—'
"~ .ge des institutions etathues €co-

les, tribunaux, mosquées. Depuis
plusieurs mois, des imams inféo-
dés au PKK conduisent, chaque
vendredi, des priéres en plein air,
en kurde, pour coneurrencer les -
mosquées o préchent les fonc-

tionnaires envoyés par Ankara. ®

GUILLAUME PERRIER
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. over of Camp Victory, the sprawling mil-
itary headquarters in Baghdad that be-
came emblematic of US. power,
evidence of the new civilian presence of

. the United States abounded. Mr. Biden’s
staff and reporters were flown from the
huge U.S. Embassy to Camp Victory-in
helicopters emblazoned with the State
Department’s seal.

In an interview after the ceremony,
Mr. Biden said the pivot from military
strategy to forging a political settlement
was the Obama administration’s major

contribution to the war effort.

Prime Minister Nuri Kamal al-Maliki
expressed thanks to George W. Bush,
who as president signed the agreement
in 2008 that set the timetable for the de-
parture and to President Barack Obama
for sticking to that timetable. He also is-

sued what appeared to be an oblique
warning to Iran not to destabilize lraq
by backing insurgent groups that carry
out deadly attacks.

“The withdrawal operation will take
away all the slogans that some countries
hide behind in order to interfere in the
internal affairs of Iraq’’ Mr. Maliki said.

Inmany ways, Mr. Biden embodies the
United States’ anguished history with
the war. As a senator, he voted in 2002 to
authorize the i invasion of Iraq, a decision
he later said he regretted. In 2007, he took
a decidedly different stance on engage-
ment, opposing the troop surge and de-
claring that its architect, Gen. David H.
Petraeus, was ‘“‘dead, flat wrong.”

Mr. Biden also wrote a seminal essay
in 2005, along with Leslie H. Gelb of the
Council on Foreign Relations, that
called for decentralizing Iraq to give
some autonomy to its Shiites, Kurds and
Sunni Arabs. The proposal was dis-
missed by the Bush administration, and
Mr. Biden complained that it had been
misconstrued as a plan to partition the
country.

Still, Mr. Biden kept at his comniit-
ment to Iraq, turning himself into an
avid student of the country’s tribal poli-
tics. He has traveled here 16 times as a
senator and vice president, building re-
lationships that have allowed him to act
as a go-between with Iraq’s ethnic lead-
ers. He relishes, for example, analyzing
the rivalry between Mr. Maliki, a Shiite,
and Massoud Barzani, the president of
the Iragi Kurdistan region, whom he
met with later on Thursday.

Iraq also has deep personal reson-
ance for the vice president. Mr. Biden’s
son, Joseph R. Biden 111, was deployed
here as a member of the Delaware Na-
tional Guard in 2008 while his father was
runmng for vice president. He returned
home in 2009, when Mr. Biden was di-
recting Iraq policy at the White House.

The vice president spoke Thursday of .

his son, as well as to the 4,486 Ameri-
cans who died in Iraq and whom he
called “fallen angels.”” Many others, he
added, bear scars from their experi-
ence.

“We owe you,’ Mr. Biden said, his

voice thick with emotion. “We owe.

you.

HevaldadziCribune DECEMBER1, 2011
Turkey imposes sanctions
on Syria, tightening noose

ISTANBUL

BY DAN BILEFSKY
AND ANTHONY SHADID

Sharply raising international pressure
on Syria in response to its continuing vi-
olence against civilians, Turkey acted
on Wednesday to freeze Syrian govern-
ment financial assets, impose a travel
ban on senior regime officials and cut off
transactions with the central bank.

The latest sanctions, Turkish officials
said, are in concert with the broad trade
sanctions introduced by the Arab
League on Sunday and are part of a con-
certed international effort to cripple
Syria’s economy and the ability ‘of its
government to do business.

Turkish, European and American offi-
cials .all said they believed that Syria’s

economic troubles could prove.the un-

doing of President Bashar al-Assad.

Reiterating his calls for Mr. Assad to
relinquish power and to stop his brutal
assault 'on his people, Turkey’s foreign
minister, Ahmet Davutoglu, said in An-
kara that the measures would include
an extensive ban on military sales to
Syria and a blockade of weapons deliv-
eries from third countries at Turkey’s
land and sea borders with Syria. Mr.
Davutoglu said Turkey would also stop
new transactions with the Coriimercial
Bank of Syria and halt all credit to the
Syrian government.

“Every bullet fired, every bombed
mosque has taken away the legitimacy
of the Syrian leadership and has
widened the gap between us,” he said.
“Syria has wasted the last chance that it
was given.”

Mr. Davutoglu said the list of sanc-
tions was a “first stage’ in potential

.measures against Damascus. Theé Turk-

ish government also emphasized that
the new sanctions would not include vi:
tal supplies like water and electricity
that could harm the Syrian people.

Turkey is Syria’s second-largest ex-
port market, after China. Trade between
Turkey and Syria more than-tripled to
$2.5 billion in 2009 from $795 million in
2006. Before the recent souring of rela-
tions, economists forecast that it would
reach $5 billion by 2013.

The European Union and the United
States were first in imposing penalties,
and European sanctions, in particular,

helped wreck Syria’s oil industry, which

once contributed as much as a third of
government revenue. Though Europe is
Syria’s biggest trading partner, Turkey
and members of the Arab League make
up four of its next five biggest, and’
members of the Syrian leadership,

along with those tied to it, have large in- -

vestments in the Gulf,
The Obama administration commen-
ded Turkey for its latest steps.

‘The leadership shown by Turkey in
response to the brutality and violation
of the fundamental rights of the Syrian |
people willisolate the Assad regime and
send a strong message to Assad and his
circle that their actions are unaccept-
able and will not be tolerated,’ a Whlte
House statement said.

An Obama administration official in
Washmgton projected that the Syrian
government had lost more than 40 per-
cent of its revenue, with the oil industry
reeling and tourism devastated. The of-
ficial said the government was having
more trouble. than ever supporting the
Syrian pound. Residents say the Syrian
pound has fallen 12 percent in the black

‘market from its official rate and now
trades at 56 pounds to the dollar.

The Arab and Turkish sanctions also |
carry great symbolic weight. Just a year
ago, Turkey was emerging as one of Syr:
ia’s closest allies, and Syria has long
managed to play on inter-Arab rivalries
to maintain a profile that outstripped its
resources or relative strength. Moves
by both the Arab League and ’mrkey
have left it as isolated as any time since

“Every bullet fired, every
bonibed mosque has taken
away the legitimacy of the
Syrian leadership.”

Mr. Assad’s father, Hafez, seized power
four decades ago.

In Syria, some people said they feared
that the sanctions could embolden sup-
porters of the Assad regime and focus
criticism on external forces.

“The sanctions will make the regime
supporters even more supportive,’ said
Joelle, a 25 year-old graphic designer
from Damascus. “That’s the notion I'm
getting from people around me. They
are blaming Arab nations for what’s

. happening to them; and reminiscing

about the old days. They feel that this,is
an insult to Syria’s sovereignty”” .’

The ‘intensification of pressure by |
Turkey against Syria is part of a radical
about-face in relations between the two
countries as Turkey seeks to assert’
leadership in the Muslim world. Only a
year ago, the Turkish prime minister,
Recep. Tayyip Erdogan, and Mr. Assad
took vacations’together and the coun-
tries held joint cabinet sessions. '

But as the political crisis has churned

.in Syria for months, with government:

forces Killing at least 3,500 demonstra- |,
tors, according to the United Nations,"

Turkey has severed its ties and cast it-
self as the voice of regional indignation.

Sebnem Arsu contributed from Istanbul,
Neil MacFarquhar from Damascus and
\ Brian Knowlton from Washington.
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[ ouverture
turque

de Nicolas Sarkozy

NATALIE NOUGAYREDE

es deux-la, assurément, ne

s'aiment pas. Tout en se res-

semblant un peu. Nicolas

Sarkozy et Recep Tayyip Erdo-

gan, le puissant premier

ministre turc, portent la
faconde et I'activisme personnel en éten-
dard sur la scéne internationale. En inter-
ne,ils sont dugenre adéciderde tout. Erdo-
gan.est «le Sarkozy turc», peut-on lire
dansuntélégramme diplomatique améri-
cain (obtenu par WikiLeaks) daté de 2009:
«llest l'ultime décideur. »

Avec leurs personnalités a I'emporte-
piéceetleur propension ajouersur les cor-
des populistes, Sarkozy et Erdogan n'hési-
tent pas a pratiquer parfois I'esclandre
dans les enceintes internationales.
RecepErdogan n'a jamais oublié com-
ment il s’était taillé une franche populari-
té dans le monde arabe grace 2 son coup
d’éclat faceau président israélien, Shimon
Péres, lors du forum de Davos en 2009
apres la guerre de Gaza.

Le poids des ego a son importance, a
I'heure ol ]la France tente de nouer undia-
logue inédit avec le pouvoir d'’Erdogan,
pour mieux se coordonner sur de multi-
ples dossiers, du Moyen-Orient 4 I'Afgha-
nistan. Alain Juppé, le ministre francais
des affaires étrangéres, qui était a la
mi-novembre en Turquie, a invité son
homologue, Ahmet Davutoglu, & partici-
per 4 la réunion des ministres européens
des affaires étrangéres, le 1" décembre, 3
Bruxelles. Pour évoquer la Syrie.

Le geste, tout symbolique qu'il soit -
Tinvitation est restée sans suite, la Ligue
arabe préférant avoir, ce jour-1a, 'exclusi-
vitéd'un dialogue avecI'UE- constitueun
virage notable pourla diplomatie de Nico-
las Sarkozy. Car sur les grands dossiers,
tout 'oppose, depuis longtemps, a Recep
Erdogan.Que ce soit le théme de la Tur-
quie en Europe, le nucléaire iranien (le
pouvoirturcavait tenté en 2010, aux cotés
du Brésil, une médiation jugée inopportu-
ne par I'Elysée) ou encore les tensions en
Méditerranée orientale, entre la Turquie,
Israél et Chypre.

La guerre de Libye n'a rien arrangé.

Recep Erdogan, qui avait accepté en 2010,

le surréaliste Prix Mouammar Kadhafi

Nicolas Sarkozy et Recep Tayyip Erdogan, sous I'ceil d’Alain Juppé,
au sommet du G20 i Cannes, le 3 novembre. CHRISTIANHARTMANN/REUTERS '

des droits de 'homme, était fondamenta-
lement contrel'interventionarmée-qu'il
a, encore récemment, taxée d’opération
«pour le pétrole ».

Le président francais per¢01t le premier
ministre turc comme un «provocateur,

sur tous les sujets ». « Il faut bien que quel-

qu’un lui tienne téte! », s'est-ilexclamé un
jour, en petit comité. En 2009, un cable
diplomatique américain relatait que les
conseillers de Nicolas Sarkozy redou-
taient a tel point sa colére contre Recep
Erdogan qu'ils avaient cherché a dérouter
l'avion présidentiel pour qu'iln'apercoive
pas,de son hublot, « la tourEiffel illuminée
aux couleurs de la Turquie ».

Le président francais se méfie du dis- -

cours islamo-conservateur de 'homme
fort d’Ankara, et il ne semble guére croire
enles vertus d’'un «modeéle turc» pour les
pays du « printempsarabe ». 1l fait I'analy-

seque Recep Erdoganréve d'implanter par- .

tout, dans le monde arabe, une imitation
de son. propre systéme, fait de sunnisme

musclé et de dérapages autoritaires. Nico- -

las Sarkozy a vécu comme unsignal d’alar-
me «islamiste» le fait que la Turquie ait

cherchéa bloquer, en 2009,1a nomination .

du Danois Anders Fogh Rasmussen au pos-
tede secrétaire généralde 'OTAN.Le Dane-
mark était coupable, aux yeux d’Ankara,
d’avoir laissé publier dans la presse des
caricatures de Mahomet...

Recep Erdogan consideére, lui, que l'oc- -
cupant de I’ Elysee a briilé tous les ponts .

avecla Turquie a force de brandir le grand
voisin oriental de I'Europe comme un
épouvantailmusulmanauprés del'électo-
rat. 11 juge Nicolas Sarkozy incapable de
décelerlesatouts géopolitiquies que la Tur-
quie pourrait offrir a I'Europe. C'est une
vieille histoire : Nicolas Sarkozy a toujours
joué, en politique intérieure, sur le senti-
ment anti-Turquie, Ila répété a satiété que
le pays n'était pas européen mais d'« Asie

mineure». «Sarkozy regrettera, tot ou.

tard, ce qu'il a fait », aliché un jour Recep
Erdogan ala télévision.

" La crise de I'euro’vaut a la France et a
I'Europe des sarcasmes de I'« émergent »
turc. « Nous n‘avons aucun de vos proble-

“mes économiques — Sarkozy devrait s’en -

souvenir!», commente un officiel de
I' AKP, le parti de Recep Erdogan qui, endix
ans de pouvoir, a vu les exportations tur-
ques quadrupler et le revénu par habitant
tripler.

Auseindel'OTAN, enavril, ila fallu une
médiation in extremis de la secrétaire
d'Etat américaine, Hillary Clinton, pour
"aplanir le grave contentieux franco-turc
. qui menacait de paralyser 'opération en
Libye. Plus tard, Paris a constaté avec
effroi que les deux navires militaires turcs
déployés au large de Benghazi s'em-
ployaient non pas a faire respecter I'em-

,bargo contre le.régime Kadhafi, mais &

empécher que des armes parviehnent a...

- larébellion libyenne. Dusabotage!

Bref, NicolasSarkozy neregretteenrien
de ne pas avoir invité la Turquie au som-
met de I'Elysée, le 19 mars, jour du déclen-
chement des frappes en Libye. « Pourquoi

_ inviter un pays qui était contre? Franche-

ment, c’est extravagant, quand méme!

. Pourquoi avoir peur a ce point de la Tur-

quie? »,a-t-il commenté, en privé. L'admi-
nistration Qbama, qui cultive une étroite
‘relation avec Ankara, lui avait beaucoup
reproché cette omission.

C'estdans cetteambiancede récrimina-
tions que la France essaie d'imprimer un
nouveau cours. Nicolas Sarkozy a di s’y
résoudre: la Turquie, 8o millions d'habi-
-tants, est trop importante au Moyen-
Orient, trop ambitieuse et trop active,
pour étre ignorée. En filigrane, c’est aussi
une forme de rivalité qui s’est esquissée
entre Paris et Ahkaraau Moyen-Orient,en
Afrique duNord et jusqu’en Afrique sahé-

lienne, ot la Turqule mene une stratégie
de pénétration économique intense.
Enseptembre,I'empressementde Nico-
las Sarkozy a se rendre, avec David Came-
rom, en Libye, avant qu'Erdogan n'y fasse
étape, en avait témoigné. Le dirigeant turc

venait d’entamer une tournée dans les -
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pays delarévolte arabe, accueillienvedet-
te. C’était 13, aux yeux de Nicolas Sarkozy,
une récupération hypocrite des efforts

- militaires menés par d’autres.

Le terrain tout trouvé pour un rappro-
chement, aujourd’hui, est la Syrie: les
deux pays semblent en phase pour venira
bout du régime de Bachar Al-Assad, en
s’appuyant sur la Ligue arabe, les sanc-
tions et de multiples idées encore floues—
«zone tampon » et « corridors humanitai-
res». D'un coté, la France, ancienne puis-
sance mandataire en Syrie, estime avoir
une responsabilité, surtout aprés le dos-
sier libyen, et aimerait priver I'lran de son
allié, le régime d’Al-Assad. De l'autre, la
Turquie, mue par son tropisme « néo-otto-
man », s'inquiéte 2 la fois de l'afflux de
réfugiés et de l'instrumentalisation des
Kurdes par le régime de Damas.

Les révoltes arabes ont balayé la politi-
que turque de « 2éro probléme » avec les
régimes voisins, longtemps promue par
Ahmet Davutoglu, le théoricien de l'ac-
tion extérieure. Sarkozy et Erdogan ont
finalement cela aussi en commun: aprées
avoir déroulé le tapis rouge pour les satra-
pesde Damas et de Tripoli, ils se sont misa
jurer leur perte.

Le présidént-francais a confié le rappro-
chement franco-turc a Alain Juppé.llena
euassezd’entendre BarackObama luidire,
a chaque entrevue, qu'il devrait lui aussi
devenir un «ami» d’Erdogan. Alain Juppé
al'avantage d'une image «turcophile».

Depuis des années, il est membre d'un

comité de l'université Galatasaray, a
Istanbul Ala mi-novembre, il effectue une
visite remarquée en Turquie. Recep Erdo-
ganse montre d'une grande cordialité, pen-
dant une heure. Iy eut aussi un diner avec

Ahmet Davutoglu, I'ancien professeur -

devenu ministre, dans un restaurant avec
vue sur le Bosphore: deux intellectuels
échangeant des propos poseés.

Pour ce voyage, Alain Juppé a pris le
temps. Il le fallait bien, pour effacer I'im-

pression désastreuse laissée parla visitede -

«300 minutes», montre en main, effec-
tuée par Nicolas Sarkozy a Ankara, en
février, destinée a préparer le G20. Et aussi,
pour tenter de réparer les dégits apres les
déclarations du président francais, enocto-
bre, lors d'une visite en Arménie, sommant
la Turquie de «revisiter son histoire». La
réplique d’Ankaraavait alors été cinglante:
la France ferait mieux « d‘affronter son pas-
sé colonial avant de donner des lecons ».
Des explications apportées par Alain
Juppé, les officiels turcs semblent surtout
avoir retenu que le Sénat francais ne vote-
rait pas de sitot la loi pénalisant la néga-
tion du génocide arménien de 1915. La
conversation a pu s'orienter vers d'autres
sujets: par exemple, une offre francaise
de centrale nucléaire. Auparavant, Claude
Guéant avait déja promis aux Turcs une
relance des efforts policiers contre les
réseaux du parti kurde PKK en France.

elle en marche ? Hugh Hope, expert

I a réconciliation franco-turque est-
de la Turquie au sein du groupe de

‘réflexion Crisis Group, compare la rela-
tion a «un couplequiadivorcé » et cherche-
rait 4 renouer. « Nicolas Sarkozy a gdché
urie occasion en ne faisant pas lui-méme
un geste », en paraliéle avec la démarche
d’'AlainJuppé, estime-t-il. Selon cetexpert,
«la Turquie n'opére pas en fonction de cri-
teres islamistes. Elle suit au plus prés ses
intéréts nationaux», le développement
économique avantI'idéologie. La Turquie,

- observe Hugh Hope, « ne peut pas tout, qu

Moyen-Orient, mais elle peut étre utile, et
Obama l'a compris.-La France a une .
influence extraordinaire sur I'état de I'opi-
nion turque, qui est trés émotionnelle et ne
dqma_nderait pas mieux que de se tourner
a nouveau vers P'Europe ». Mais au sein du
parti AKP, certains calculent que tout sera
plus simple si, aprés 2012, Nicolas Sarkozy
n'est plus aux affaires. -

La redistribution des cartes au Moyen-
Orient pousse donc Nicolas Sarkozy a
rechercher un modus vivendi avec Recep
Erdogan pour que la France soit pleine-
mentdanslejeu. Latentative francaiseest-
elle une ouverture de circonstances ou le
prélude 4 unrapprochement approfondi?
Les résultats seront-ils au rendez-vous
pour la Syrie ? Une invitation d'Erdogan 2
I'Elysée ne semble pas pour demain. En
juillet2008, le président francais avait eu -
le plus grand mal a faire venir le dirigeant
turcausommet de'Union pourla Méditer-
ranée, 4 Paris. Trois lettres écrites n'ayant
passuffi, il avait falludécrocher le télépho-
ne, pour se fendre d'un long plaidoyer. ®

DECEMBER 5, 2011

TEHRAN

FROM NEWS REPORTS

The. official news media in Iran said
Sunday that its military had shot down
an unmanned U.S. spy plane that had vi-

olated Iranian airspace along the coun-

try’s eastern border.

An  unidentified . military official
quoted in the report, by the Islamic Re-
public News Agency, warned of a strong
and crushing response to any violations
of Iranian airspace by such aircraft.

“An advanced RQ-170 .unmanned
American spy plane was shot down by
Iran’s armed forces,” the-agency quoted
the official as saying, ‘It suffered minor

damage and is now in possession of -

Iran’s armed forces.”
No further details were reported.
White House spokesman, Toimnmy
Vietor, said he had no immediate com-
ment on the report. :
The type of aircraft Iran says it
downed, an RQ-170 Sentinel, is made by
Lockheed. Martin. The aircraft is

- equipped with stealth technology, but
the U.S. Air Force has not made public
any specifics about the drone. ]

Al Alam, an Arabic-language state
television network in Iran, quoted a mil-
itary official as saying, “The Iranian
military’s response to the American spy
drone’s violation of our airspace will not
be limited to Iran’s borders.”

" Iran is locked in a dispute with the
United States and its allies over the in-
tentions of Tehran’s nuclear program,
‘which the West suspects is aimed at de-

-veloping nuclear weapons. Iran deriies
the accusations, saying that its nuclear
program is entirely peaceful and that it

_seeks to gerierate electricity and pro-
duce medical isotopes. )

The United States and Israel have not
ruled out.military action against Iran’s
nuclear facilities if diplomacy fails to re-
solve the nuclear dispute. Iran has dis-
missed reports of possible U.S. or Israeli

plans to strike Iran, warning that it

would respond-to any such assault by at-

taclldng U.S. interests in the Gulf and Is-
rael.

Tehran says its forces
shot down a U.S. drone

Analysts say Tehran could retaliate
with hit-and-run strikes in the. Gulf and
by closing the Strait of Hormuz, through
which about 40 percent of all traded oil
leaves the Gulf region. - .

In July, the Iranian authorities said
the country had shot down a U.S. spy

- droneover the holy city of Qum, near its

Fordu nucleax_' site. In January, Iran said
that two pilotless spy planes it said it

.had shot down from its airspace were

operated by the United States and
offered to put them on public display.

Tehran holds frequent military exer-
cises, primarily to assert an ability to de-’
fend against a potential U.S. or Israeli at-
tack on its nuclear facilities. Iran has
focused part of its military strategy on
producing drones for reconnaissance-
and attacking purposes. Iran announced
three years ago that it had built a drone
craft with a range of more than ‘600
miles, or 1,000 kilometers, far enough to
reach Israel. (ar,REUTERS, BLOOMBERG)
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Stephen Kinzer

BOSTON If there is one countty on
earth where the cty “Death to Eng-
land”’ still carries weight — where
people still harbor the white-hot hatred
-of British colonialism that once in-
flamed millions from South Africa to
China — that country would be Iran.
And that is what the leaders of Iran
must have been counting on when
.screaming militiamen, unhindered by
the police, poured into the British Em-

bassy in Tehran to vandalize it on Tues-

day.

-Most Iramans like most people any-
where, would deplore the'idea of thugs
storming into a foreign embassy. None-
theless, some may have felt a flicker of -
satisfaction, Even an outrage like thls,
they might have said,is a trifle com-*

. pared with the generations of torment
- Britain inflicted on their country.

So Iran’s mullahs — they, not Presi-
dent Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, are re-
ported to have been behind the attack —
were not ganibling in ordering, or at
least tolerating, it. They presumably
realized that the world would denounce
their flagrant violation of international
law. But they also knew it would reson-
ate with the narrative Iranians have
-heard for so long about their own history.

The spark for the embassy invasion
was Britain’s imposition of new eco- .
nomic sanctions on Iran. Pressure for

those sanctions came not so much from -

Britain as from the United States and
‘Israel, but those countries could not be
targets for a similar attack because
they do not have embassies in Tehran.
Besides, Iranians these days can be
surprisingly besotted with the United

States; in my own visits I am often sur- -
rounded by people who compete to pro- _

claim their love for America, and whose
anger at Israel seems more political
~ than emotional. }
"Those Iranians, however, feel quite
differently about Britain.
. Britainfirstcast its imperial eye on
Iran in the 19th century. Its appeal was
location; it straddled the land route to
India. Once established in Iran, the
British quickly began investing — or
looting, as some Iranians would say.
British companies bought exclusive
rights to establish banks, print cur-
_ rency, explore for minerals, run transit.
_ lines and even grow tobacco.
In 1913, the British government ma-
‘neuvered its way to a contract under
which all Iranian oil becanie its prop-
erty. Six years later it imposed an
‘“‘agreement’’ that gave it control of

Iran’s army and treasury. These ac-
tions set off a wave of anti-British out-
rage that has barely subsided.

Britain’s occupation of Iran during
World War II, when it was a critical
source of oil and a transit route for sup-
plies to keep Soviet Russia fighting,
was harsh. Famine and disease spread
as the British requisitioned food for
their troops.

One of the most popular Iranian nov-
els, “Savushun,” is set in this penod It
tells of two brothers who take roles
-every Iranian can recognize: The elder
is ambitious and panders to the occupi-
ers; the younger refuses to sell his
grain to them and pays a tragic price
for his integrity.

During their occupation, the British
decided that Reza Shah Pahlavi, whom
they had helped place in power, was no
longer reliable. They deposed him and
chose his son, Mohammed Reza Pah-
lavi, as the new shah.

Once the war ended, Iran resumed its
efforts to install democracy, under the
leadership of Mohammed Mossadegh.
He had campaigned against the Anglo-

Persian Agreement of 1919 and had
written a book denouncing ‘“‘capitula-
tion”’ agreements, under which foreign-
ers were granted immunity from Irani-
an law.

After he was elected prime minister
in 1951, Mr. Mossadegh asked Parlia-
ment to take the unimaginable step of
nationalizing Iran’s oil industty. It

-agreed unanimously. That sparked a

historic confrontation.

Mr. Mossadegh embodied the anti-
British emotion that still roils the Irani-
an soul. The special envoy President
Harry S. Truman sent to Tehran to seek
a compromise in the

oil dispute, W. Aver-
}rﬁiﬂ:‘:‘l‘l}; ell Harriman, report-
ed that the British
loathe the - held a “‘completely
mullahs 19th-centuty colonial
- nevertheless attitudetoward
look for Iran,” but found Mr.”
Britain’'s hand Mossadegh just as in-
behind any tI;ans'igent. Whener.
arriman assured -
dark plot. Mr. Mossadegh that
there were good

people in Britain, Mr. Mossadegh gave
him a classically Iranian reply.

~““You do not know how crafty they
are,”’ he said. ‘“ You do not know how
evil they are. You do not know how they
sully everything they touch.”

Desperate to regain control of Iran’s

oil, the British sought to crush Mr.
Mossadegh with measures that in-
cluded harsh economic sanctions — -
sanctions comparable to the ones they
are now imposing. When that failed,

[rans first Great Satan was England

they asked President Dwight D. Eisen-
hower tojoin in a plot to overthrow him.
He agreed, not because he wished to
help the British recover their oil but be-
cause he had been persuaded that oth-
erwise, Iran might fall to communism.
Iran, after all, was on.the southern
flank of the Soviet Union, standing be-

tween it and the oil fields and warm-wa-
ter ports of the Gulf.

The coup, staged in August 1953,
ended Iranian democracy and allowed
Mohammed Reza Pahlavi to build a dic-
tatorship that remained a staunch cold-
war ally of both Britain and the United
States. But the alliance backfired on
both countries when his repressior set
off the 1979 revolution that brought the
mullahs to power. Today, many Irani-
ans who loathe the mullahs neverthe-
less look for Britain’s hand behind any
dark plot; some even accuse it of organ-
izing the 1979 revolution, and imposing
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini.

More than half a centuty ago, Secre-
tary of State Dean Acheson wrote that
Mr. Mossadegh was “‘inspired by a
fanatical hate of the British and a de-
sire to expel them and their works'
from the country regardless of the
cost.” Many Iranians still feel that -
way, as their country falls into ever
deeper’ isolation. In Iran, the words

“anger”’ and “Britain” fit easily to-
gether,

Outside interference is a centra.l fact
of modern Iranian history. And for most
of the 20th century, Britain was at the
center of most of it.

Nonetheless, a spark of admiration
has long been buried within Iranians’
anger, as it was in many other places

" across the British Empire. Mr. Harrim-

an noticed it in his talks with Mr.
Mossadegh. The old man liked to tell
stories about his favorite grandson, and
Mr. Harriman asked where the boy was
attending school. .

“Why, in England, of course,” was
the reply. “Where else?”

STEPHEN KINZER is a visiting professor of -
international relations at Boston Univer-
sity, a former New York Times correspon-
dent and the auther of ‘Reset: Iran, Tur-
key and America’s Future.”’
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The Kurdish Conflict:
The Real Challenge to
Turkey's Democracy

Alon Ben-Meir
(Senior Fellow, NYU's Center for Global Affairs)

sl

n the wake of the Arab Spring and Prime Minister Erdogan's
Ichampioning of political reforms throughout the Arab world, it
has now become more urgent than ever before to find an equitable
solution 1o the Turkish-Kurdish conflict. Short of finding an imme-
diate resolution to this debilitating struggle will not only severely
compromise Turkey's suggested model of successfully combining
Islam and democracy, but it will additionally bankrupt its moral
standing as it willfully continues to discriminate against 15 million
Kurds who represent one-fifth of its population.

The latest cycle of violence between the Kurdistan Workers' Party
(PKK) and the Turkish military in October meant the failure of a histo-
rical attempt to put an end to this three decade-long conflict. It began
when the PKK took up arms against the Turkish government in 1984
demanding the secession of Turkey's southeast region. Turkey's succes-
sive governments chose throughout much of this period to ignore the
existence of the Kurds as a separate ethnicity, banned their language
and culture, and inadvertently degraded their standard of living, making
them one of the country's poorest populations.

This persistent Turkish position was only adjusted in 2002 when
Erdogan's party (AK) took office armed with a reformist agenda, which
was not only an electoral card but also a stark reflection of the multi-
variable shift in the relationship between the AK and the PKK in the last
two decades. The PKK had, by this time, managed to establish its mes-
sage in the minds of the larger Turkish population through years of
armed struggle that had cost 40,000 Turkish lives and billions of dol-
lars. Moreover, the political establishment in Ankara feared a repetition
of the Irag/Kurdistan scenario arising through persistent struggle or by
outside interference such as the United States' enforcement of a no-fly
zone aimed at protecting Iraq's civilians from Saddam Hussein's forces,
and was eager to win Turkey's accession to the European Union.
Finally, the PKK started moderating its position after the capture in
1999 of Abdullah Ocalan, its leader who made an appeal from prison to
end the violence and actively seek equal civil and political rights within
Turkey instead of pursuing secession.

Erdogan's AK governments had a real opportunity - and an oppor-
tune time - to find an equitable solution to the country's Kurdish pro-
blem. Though many reforms have been instituted since 2002, including
writing a new Turkish constitution allowing decentralization of autho-
rity, changing laws regarding human rights violations and permission of
the local use of Kurdish language in schools and broadcasting, few tan-
gible results have been achieved. Despite Erdogan's "Democratic
Opening" initiative in 2009, recent years have witnessed a reversal
within the political process, inviting Turkey back to the bloodshed of
the 1990s.

The AK government refuses to recognize the PKK as a negotiating
partner in any official talks and continues to alienate the Kurdish com-
munity even further. In 2009, the Constitutional Court banned the pro-
Kurdish Democratic Society Party because it is considered to be the
political wing of the PKK. The judiciary later stripped a Kurdish MP
from his seat and allocated it to the AK party. As a result, other Kurdish
MPs boycotted the parliament and began a campaign aimed at achie-
ving greater powers for the local government. In the run-up to parlia-
mentary elections in June 2011, Erdogan openly sought the ultra-natio-
nalist votes, stating that had Ocalan been captured while the AK was in

power, he would have been hanged. Meanwhile, many Turkish obser-
L

vers suggest that the arrest of Kurdish notables and intellectuals for
links with the PKK has become a routine government action.

Why has the apparently reformist Erdogan government failed thus
far to keep its promises and offer a solution consistent with the presu-
med democratic nature of the state? The answer perhaps lies in the
concurrence of developments that have taken the AK and its leadership
away from focusing on the Kurdish problem. Erdogan and his AK party
feel more secure and less obliged to make concessions: AK has set a
historical precedent in winning three consecutive national elections.
Besides, the Erdogan government has also managed to de-emasculate
the military (which has always been its main rival) while the country
has had one of the world's fastest-growing economies. Equally, at a time
when several years of relative calm has dominated southeast Turkey,
Erdogan changed direction from seeking EU membership (which for
him only proved to be a mirage) to focus more on a regional hegemony
in the Middle East, especially in the wake of the Arab Spring.

However, as the recently-renewed violence has demonstrated,
superficial reforms and un-kept promises can only mean the perpetua-
tion of the dangerously deteriorating status-quo. 1n fact, Erdogan and
his government have every reason to seek a solution to the Kurdish pro-
blem now more than any time before. First, the Arab Spring has been
employed by Erdogan to promote the so-called Turkish model for lea-
dership in the Middle East and this could turn against him as it may
very well empower the Kurds to seek their own "Spring". Questions
will likely arise as to Erdogan's credibility as a leader when he feels it
apt to export abroad the same values he oppresses at home: freedom,
human rights and democracy. According to Mehmet Emin Yak, a civil
servant, "it is nice to see Erdogan working for peace in the Middle East,
but there is bloodshed here in this region." 1t is important to note that
President Bashar Assad of Syria has reportedly begun to support the
Kurdish movement in Syrian's north in an attempt to punish Erdogan
for objecting to his government's crackdown on protesters.

Second, the increased cycle of violence by the PKK could play into
the hands of the de-emasculated Turkish army as it may re-establish its
credentials through the continuation of conflict. Erdogan faces the
grave prospect of the military reestablishing its power base, which
would erase his decade-long effort to lessen the army's political
influence and destroy any chances of pursuing his reformist agenda.
Finally, as Erdogan said, "If this is about politics, the place is
Parliament". Drafting a new constitution is already on the agenda of the
current parliament, which presents a serious opportunity to push for las-
ting reforms that provide the Kurds with their basic human rights as a
minority, while fully committing them to the nation's unity and consti-
tutional laws. A prerequisite, however, should be that the government
agrees to engage the PKK as a partner, requiring it to then forgo (at this
juncture) its demand that the PKK lays down its arms. The focus would
then fall on the cessation of violence which would better match
Erdogan's promises that, "The era of denying the existence of the
Kurdish nation is over."

There is a great need and prospect to end this conflict now, particu-
larly because of the fact that both sides seem to favor such a peaceful
and lasting solution. Amir Aktar, a pro-Turkish head of the Bar
Association in Diyarbakir, the largest Kurdish city in the southeast, said
it was, "time to break the cycle of violence on both sides and engage in
dialogue." Instead of exporting the Turkish model of democracy, the
Erdogan government should take a keener and deeper look at its own
Kurdish community. A community whose members deserve, like all
citizens, an equal opportunity and the freedom to practice their culture,
language and education as they see fit which can only strengthen the
socio-political fabric of the Turkish society. ’

The Kurdish problem will otherwise remain a serious handicap for
the Turkish model of democracy and a persistent obstacle to the stabi-
lity of the geo-strategically important Middle East, where Kurdish com-
munities live not only in Turkey but Syria, Iraq, and Iran as well.

RARA gt
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Mr. Yarar owns 404, a chemical and
food company that produces Turkey’s
iconic apple tea. He said that the Euro-
pean Union’s snubbing of Turkey was
helping to draw Turkish. companies to-
ward the Mugtim world. While Europe
still accounts for about 56.3 percent of
Turkey’s exports, in 2010 the Middle

“Those who called us sick are

now sick themselves.”

Eastreceived nearly 20.2 percent, about
$18.7 billion worth of goods, compared
with 12.5 percent in 2004.

For Europe, the backlash in Turkey
comes with a heavy price, depriving it of
influence in the Arab world where Tur-
key, a NATO member bordered by Iran,
Iraq and Syria, is becoming the west’s
main interlocutor. For the first time in de-
cades, analysts say, Europe needs Tur-
Key more than Turkey needs Europe.

For those taking to the streets in Cairo
or Damascus, Mr. Erdogan, a Muslim

overseeing a prosperous country of 78
million, has become a powerful symbol
of the compatibility of democracy and Is-
lam. Senior Turkish officials say that Mr.
Erdogan has turned away from Europe
-and embraced Washington instead.
Europe’s diminished role was evident
last week when Turkey introduced the
sanctions against Syria. While Mr. Er-

dogan coordinated closely with Presi-
dent Barack Obama, Turkish' officials
said that the European Union was releg-
ated to a supporting role.

If soured relations are harming
Europe, its waning influence here is also
harming Turkey at a time when the
country is fashioning itself as the model
of democracy-in the Arab world.

Turkey has continued to democratize,
circumscribing the role of the army and
preparing to draft a new Constitution to
bring Turkey’s military-imposed Con-
stitution in line with European stan-
dards. Yet now that the incentive of
European Union membership holds
little sway, human rights advocates say

the government’s authoritarian streak
is growing unchecked.

According to a November report by
the European Commission, 64 journalists
are in jail in Turkey. The Dogan Media
Group, previously an outspoken critic of
the government, was saddled by the gov-
ernment with a tax fine of $2.5 billion.

Yet even the younger generation in
this cosmopolitan city are fed up with
the European Union.

Atabustling café on the European side
of Istanbul overlooking Asia; just a short
trip across the Bosporus, Tugce Erbad,
19, a student studying. international fi-
nance, said her generation of Turks was
not interested in joining a sinking Euro-
pean Union. Yet she insisted that she-and
her friends were still more drawn to
Europe than to the Arab world.

“I would rather go -te- Paris than
Beirut,” she said, before quickly
adding: “'Iurkey is neither east or west.
We are moving in our own direction.”

fe Nionde
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En Turquie, la croissance est devenue

le principal argument électoral de ' AKP

Istanbul

Correspondance

Lorsquele Partidela justice et du
développement (AKP) est arrivé au
pouvoira Ankara en décem-

" bre2002,'économie turque était

mal en point. Ruiné par des gouver-
nements dispendieux et parune
crise financiére qui avait laissé

'I'économie exsangue en 2001, le

paysréclamaitdu changement. ,

" Depuis neufans, le partide
Recep Tayyip Erdogan gouverne
seul et enchaine les succes électo-
raux. Réélu hautlamainen
juin2011avec 50 % des votes, le pre-
mier ministre a axé toute sa cam-
pagne sur son bilan économique,
passant en revue les progrés fulgu-
rants observés depuis 2003 : le pro-
duitintérieur brut (PIB) arinuel par
habitant est passé en moins de
dixans de 30003 11000 dollars
(22002 8193 euros).

Le développement rapide du
pays, qui s'est couvert de routes,
d'aéroports, d'universités et d’hépi-
taux, place désormais la Turquie

. parmi les vingt premiéres puissan-

ces économiques du inonde et par-
‘miles grands pays émergents.Le

- dynamisme de la croissance - prés

20

de 8% sont prévus fin 2011 apres

une année 2010 2-8,9 % —faitdela
Turquie une curiosité aux portes
del'Union européenne, dont les
pays membres s'enfoncent dansla
récession.

Toujours candidate a'adhésion
al'Union européenne, Ankara est
méme aujourd hui en mesure de
respecter les critéres de Maas- -
tricht. « Depuis que je suis premier '
ministre, la dette publique est pas-
séede 73 % du PIB a 45 %. Nous ne
dévierons pas de notre discipline
budgétaire »,alancé M.Erdogan

"lors du sommet du G20, 3 Cannes,

ennovembre. Le gouvernement
présente pour 2012 un budgeten
excédent primaire.

L'arrivée au pouvoirde 'AKP
avait été accueillie avec soulage-
ment par les milieux économi-
ques. Méme parla Titsiad, la puis-
sante organisation patronale lai-
que, représentant les grandes
familles de 'élite stambouliote.

L'économie turque de la fin des
années 1990 restait encore trés fer-
mée aux investisseurs étrangers.
Mais le parti de M.Erdogan a, dés
son arrivée au pouvoir, rompu
avecI'étatisme traditionnel du
régime, pour épouser une ligne
beaucoup plus libérale. Dés 2003,
I'AKP a réformé la législation per-

'

mettantles investissements
directs étrangers, essentials pour
lacroissance. La refonte compléte
du code du commerce, trés atten-
due par lesacteurs étrangers,
devrait, elle, intervenir dans le cou-
rant-del'année 2012.

Pragmatisme

Deux lignes directrices ont gui-
dé les réformes du gouvernement
turcdepuis neuf ans: les négocia-
tions d’adhésion a 'Union euro-
péenne, ouvertes en-décem-
bre2004, et les recommandations
du Fonds monétaire international
(FMI), garant d'une certaine ortho-
doxie budgétaire dans la gestion
de I'aprés-crise. Sous I'impulsion
du FM], la Turquie a renforcé I'indé-
pendance de labanque centrale,
réformé sa politique fiscale et fait
lachasse aux déficits.

L'AKP a aussilancé une vaste
campagne de privatisations de sec-
teurs entiers de 'industrie : agroali-
mentaire, énergie, transports... Les
préoccupations sociales sont pas-
sées au second plan, méme sile
gouvernement a fait voter la réfor-
medela «carte verte », une sorte
de couverture maladie universelle
qui donne aux foyers les plus pau-
vres un acces gratuit aux soins.

Pragmatique, I AKP a totale-
ment rompu dés sa création, en
2001, avec'islarhisme plus classi-
que, antilibéral et anti-occidental,
qui caractérisait les mouvements
précédents au s€éinde laméme
mouvance. « Une fois au pouvoir,

ondemande des comptes aux diri-

geants. Il ne suffit pas de précher
des principes, les citoyens récla-
ment des résultats », estime Musta-
fa Akyol, auteur d Islam Without
Extremes («L'islam sans

extrémes »), aux éditions Norton,
«S'ils voulaient interdire la vente
d'alcool, par exemple, cela poserait
de gros problémes a l'industrie tou-
ristique. Ils sont forcés de faire des
compromis », poursuit-il.

La transition avait méme été
amorcée dés le milieu des années
1990,a'époque oi M. Erdogan,
alors jeune maire d'Istanbul,
nouait ses premiers contacts avec
les milieux d’affaires. En1994, la
Miisiad, le patronat islamiste,
avait publié un fascicule intitulé
Homo Islamicus (Miisiad, 1994, en
turc), dans lequel il faisait I'éloge
du travail et du libre-échange, en
s'appuyant sur le fait que le Pro-
phéte Mahomet était
un commercant.®

Guillaume Perrier
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L'appareil répressif syrien détaillé
par un rapport de Human Rights Watch

L 'organisation de défense des droits de ’homme liste les responsables militaires mis en cause

en’est pasdes victimes mais
C des bourreaux que traite le
nouveaurapportdel'organi-
sation de défense des droits de
I'homme Human Rights Watch
(HRW), publié jeudi 15décembre.
Ce document - intitulé « Par tous
les moyens nécessaires » —est, a ce
jour, I'étude la plus détaillée sur
les responsables au jour le jour de
la répression et sur la fagon dont
elleest menée.
Plus de 5000 personnes ont ét¢
tuées depuis le début du souléve-
ment en Syrie, le 15mars 2011,

d'aprés une estimation des =

Nations unies. Sans eompter plus
d’un millier de membres des for-
ces de I'ordre tués par les insurgés,
selon le régime de Bachar
Al-Assad, qui-attribue les troubles
ades « bandes armées »,d’obédien-
ce «salafiste» ou «islamiste»,
«financées par l'étranger ».

HRW s'efforce de remettre les
choses et l'histoire a leur place.
C'est bien le gouvernement syrien
qui a commencé par réprimer
dansle sangune protestation paci-
fique: Les embuscades menées
contre les forces de sécurité par
des déserteurs — regroupés dans
I'Armée libre de Syrie (ALS)-et des
civils armés ne sont intervenues
queplustard, enreprésailleset par
désespoir.

L'étude de’ ONG américaine est
basée sur les interviews de
63 déserteurs de I'armeée syrienne,
en Syrie, ainsi que dans les pays
voisins (Jordanie, Liban, Turquie).
Les faits relatés couvrent sept des
quatorze gouvernorats en Syrie.
«Nous n'avons:pas pu envoyer de
chercheuren Syrieen raison des cir-
constances, explique Ole Solvang,
'un des deux.auteurs du rapport,
mais nous disposons d'un réseau
d'informateurs sur place. »

Les entretiens, réalisés séparé-
ment et confrontés a des témoi-
gnages de victimes ou de témoins,
confirment le systématisme et
I'ampleur de la répression. Dés le
début des  manifestations, les
ordres consistaient a tirer pour
tuer ; en fait, a forcer les manifes-
tants a rentrer chez eux « par tous
les moyens ». Plusieurs déserteurs
ont personneliement enfendu les

Les corps de 25 hommes, tués par des « terroristes » selon les autorités syriennes, sont conservés
dans une chambre froide, 3 Homs, fin novembre. ANWAR AMRO/AFP

commandants de leur unité don-
ner ce genre d'ordre: le général de
brigade Jaoudat Ibrahim Safi et le
général Ali Durgham, de la IV* bri-
gade, les colonels Qousai Mihoub
et Souheil Hassan, des renseigne-
ments de I'armée de I'air, le géné-
ral de brigade Ramadan Mah-
moud Ramadan, du 35° régiment
des forces spéciales.

Des témoins accusent le colonel
Sami Abdelkarim Ali (171°bataillon)
d’avoirtué unadolescent de 16 ans.
La liste des gradés mis en cause, en
annexe du rapport, est longue et
détailiée. Elle pourrait donner lieu
a des poursuites devant la justice
internationale.

Dapres Ole Solvang, les servi-
cesde renseignement (lesmoukha-
barat, en arabe) jouent un role de
premier plan dans la répression:
«Selon les témoignages que nous
avonsrecueillis, les soldats sont pla-
cés en premiére ligne. Leurs offi-
ciers et les services de renseigne-
ment se tiennent a I'arriére. Les sol-
dats sont convaincus’ que s'ils
n’'obéissent pas, ils seront eux-
mémes tués. Nous avons recensé
huit cas de déserteurs témoins de
telsincidents. »

Les services de renseignement
procédent aussi a la majorité des
arrestations et des interrogatoi-
res. lls ont ouvert de multiples
lieux de détention, ol la torture
est pratiquée couramment. Par-
mi les multiples agences des
moukhabarat syriens, les rensei-
gnements militaires et les rensei-

gnements de l'armée de l'air sem-

«Le président Assad
est responsable en
tant que commandant

enchefdel’armée»
Ole Solvang
Human Rights Watch

blent les plus actifs. Ces derniers
sont chargés de la sécurité de la
capitale, Damas. Au sein de l'ar-
mée, les forces spéciales et la
IV-division, dirigée de facto par
Maher Al-Assad, frére du prési-
dent, sont les plys zélées.

Enfin,les chabiha sontle troisie-
me pilier de larépression en Syrie.
Il est difficile d’évaluer le nombre
de ces miliciens civilsarmés, recru-
tés dans les milieux alaouites pau-

vres, la communauté d'origine de
la famille Assad, et des cadres de
I'armée et des renseignements. « Il
y a encore beaucoup d’interraga-
tions surquisontvraimentles “cha-
biha”, qui les commande, pointe
M.Solvang, Les soldats n’ont pas de
contactsdirectsaveceux. Mais il est
évident qu'ils sont chargés des
pires besognes. »

HRW ne dispose pas de témoi-
gnage mettanten causelesrespon-
sables politiques, mais «en dernier
ressort, le président Assad est res-
ponsable en tant que comman-
darit en chef de 'armée », souligne
M.Solvang, dont l'organisation
recommande la saisine de la Cour
pénale internationale par le
Conseil de sécurité de ’'ONU.

Son rapport contredit directe-
ment les propos tenus par le prési-
dent Bachar Al-Assad, surlachaine
ameéricaine ABC News, le 7décem-
bre,dans laquelleil niaitavoirdon-
né l'ordre de tuer aux forces de
sécurité. Ces déclarations étaient
sans doute une précaution desti-
née 2 éviter toute éventuelle mise
en cause, un jour, devant la justice
internationale.®

CHRISTOPHE AYAD
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Deep divisions blunt

Syrian opposition’s efforts

ANTAKYA, TURKEY

BY DAN BILEFSKY

A growing rift between the political and
armed branches of the Syrian opposi-
tion illustrates one of the key dynamics
in the nine-month revolt, according to
senior opposition officials: its failure to
offer a concerted front against Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad.

The Syrian National Council, a broad-
based dissident umbrella group
launched in October in Istanbul, isriven
by divisions over persenalities and prin-
ciples. The Free Syrian Army, the main
insurgent group, has emerged as a new
force, even as some dissidents question
how coordinated it really is. And the op-
position.inside Syria has yet to fully em-
bracethe exiles.

The tensions threaten to undermine
their efforts, opposition -activists say,
even as the Assad regime intensifies its
crackdown.

This month, the Syrian National
Council and the Free Syrian Army
agreed- to coordinate ‘their actions
against the government. The move fol-
lowed the concerns by some opposition
members that the rebel army, formed
by deserters from the Syrian Army, was

_ undermining the opposition’s commit-

ment to nonviolence by launching high
profile attacks and feeding the narrative
of the Assad regime that it was besieged
by a foreign plot.

On Thursday a pipeline carrying oil to
a refinery in Homs was blown up, cast-
ing a huge pillar of black smoke over the
city. The official news agency, Sana,
blamed an “‘armed terrorist group” —
the phrase the government uses to de-

- scribe those behind the uprising — for

the attack. |
The Syrian National Council’s insist-

_ ence that the Free Syrian Army limit it-
~ self to defensive actions has led torising

tensions, according to officials close to

~ the Free Syrian Army, which is being
~ hosted by Turkey and orchestrating at-

tacks across the border from inside a
temporary refugee camp guarded by

. the Turkish military. They said the

council moved this month to take con-
trol of its finances.

Abdulsatar Maksur, a Syrian in Hatay,
Turkey, near the Syrian border, who said
he was close to the Free Syrian Army
and was helping to coordinate their sup-
ply network, drove the point home. “We
don’t like them,” he said of the Syrian
National Council. “They just talk and are
interested in politics, while the Assad re-

gime is slaughtering our people. We fa-
vor more aggressive military action.”

The Syrian crisis has shifted geopolit-
ics in the region, complicating an inter-
national response. Turkey, once a close
ally, has turned emphatically against
the Assad regime. But Russia, which
has close strategic relations with Syria,
and China have blocked all attempts to
negotiate a resolution against Syria at
the United Nations. Meanwhile, Iran
has been forging closer ties with Syria,
fueling fears of regional unrest.

Turkish officials say-they are hosting
the rebel forces for purely humanitarian
reasons. ‘“‘We have no intention of send-
ing arms or fighting groups from Tur-
key to any other country, including Syr-
ia,” a senior Foreign Ministry official
said Thursday. “They are in Turkey for
their own protection.”

But in recent days clashes at the Turk-
ish-Syrian border between the rebels and
the Syrian Army have been intensifying,
rebel officials say. The Syrian regime said
Tuesday that it had prevented 35 gunmen
from infiltrating Syrian territory from
Turkey. The Free Syrian Army said
wounded rebels had been taken across
the border for treatment. TurKish offi-
cials said there were no military confron-
tations along the borders with Syria, but

residents in the Turkish border village of
Guvecci said that in recent days they had
heard gunfights through the night.
Syrian activists say the Free Syrian
Army is organizing a smuggling net-
work to Syria from inside Turkey in or-
der to supply soldiers, weapons and
medical supplies to its rebels fighting in-

- side Syria. On a recent day in Gorentas,

arugged Turkish mountain village near
the Syrian border, a group of smugglers
were seen packing guns into empty
flour sacks before speeding away on

“They just talk and are
interested in politics, while
the Assad regime is
slaughtering our people.”

motorbikes. Asked where they were go-
ing, they replied, ““Syria, Syria.””

The Syrian National Council insists
that it is the only legitimate representa-
tive of the Syrian people, including its
armed factions. Its leader, Burhan
Ghalioun, met for the first time in early
December with the Free Syrian Army
chief, Col. Riad al-Asaad, in Hatay,
where Colonel Asaad agreed to rein in
attacks on -Syrian government forces.

The Turkish Foreign Ministry, which
handles media requests for meetings
with Colonel -Asaad, declined to make
him available.

During an extensive interview with
senior members of the Syrian National
Council at its newly opened headquar-
ters in Istanbul, Hassan Hachimi, a
member of the eight-member executive
board, said the Free Syrian Army was
emerging as the armed force of the Syr-
ian opposition. But he emphasized that
the council’s support for it was- limited
to providing financing and humanitari-

.an aid, not weapons. “We want them to

stay within the limits of protecting civil-
ians, not to attack the regime,” he said.
“It is’ better to coordinate with them
than to let them do what they want.”

One observer who recently spent two
weeks in Syria shadowing the rebels de-
scribed the army as a ragtag group of
soldiers, some as young as 16, who wiel-
ded- AK-47s and showed up at demon-
strations to protect civilians, At least
some have positions in caves near the
Turkish border and smuggle weapons
and supplies urider cover of night.

Mr. Hachimi said that while Turkey
was providing a haven to the Syrian op-
position, the' Syrian National Council
was financed with donations from Syri-

an supporters and from others in the
Arab world. The council operates from a
small office in Istanbul strewn with un-
opened boxes and paid for by a'Syrian
businessman. “We don’t have a
budget,’ he said. ‘““We haven’t even
opened a bank account yet in Turkey.”

A senior defector from the Syrian For-
eign Ministry said in an interview that if
the international community armed the
opposition rebels, it could inflict serious
damage on the Assad government. The
official, a former ambassador. who fled
to Istanbul from Syria last week, said.
Mr. Assad’s state security apparatus
was operating in up to 50 locations in
Syria. He argued that surgical strikes, in
conjunction with a buffer zone inside
Syria implemented by Turkey, would
prove fatal to the regime. '

The recent defector from the Syrian
Foreign Ministry warned that the Assad
regime was deluded and still believed it
would be rehabilitated internationally.
““The regime is living in a bubble and
have no sense of reality,” he said. ““Like
Qaddafi, they will only réalize it when
the end comes.”

Sebnem Arsu in Istanbul, Daniel Etter in
Antakya and Anthony Shadid in Beirut
contributed reporting.
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Syria nearing civil war as army and defectors battle

BEIRUT

Violence around country
kills 8; embassy protest
in Jordan leaves 6 hurt

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Syrian troops battled army defectors
Sunday in clashes that set several mili-
tary vehicles ablaze. The fighting and
other violence around Syria killed at
least eight people, activists said.

For the first time, an act of violent
protest against President Bashar al-As-
sad’s government spilled across the
border into Jordan, where about a dozen
Syrians attacked their embassy in Am-
man, wounding at least two diplomats
and four other employees.

Opposition activists called a general
strike in a bid to-squeeze the govern-
ment. Mr. Assad has refused to buckle
under Arab and international pressure
to step down and has shown no sign of
easing his crackdown, which has in-
cluded assaults by the military on un-
armed protesters. The United Nations
says more than 4,000 people have been
killed.

The uprising against Mr. Assad,
which blossomed in March, has grown
increasingly violent in recent months as
protesters began to take up arms and
soldiers defected and fought the army,
threatening to push the confrontation
into civil war.

Two people were killed in one clash -
before dawn Sunday between the mili-

i R

tary and the Free Syrian Army, a loose-
knit group of military defectors, in Kfar
Takharim, a northwestern town, said
the British-based Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights. It said two military
armored vehicles had also set ablaze.

Three vehicles were burned in anoth-
er clash, near Busra al-Harir, a southern
village, the group said. Similar battles
took place in several other parts of the
south, said the Observatory and anoth-
er activist group, the Local Coordina-
tion Committees.

Two other people who disappeared
days ago were tortured and killed in
Homs Province, and one person was
shot at a checkpoint in Dara’a Province,
the group said.

Two other people were killed in
Douma, a Damascus suburb, and anoth-
er person in Hama, in central Syria.

It was impossible to independently

verify any death count because Syria -

has banned most foreign journalists and
prevented local reporters from moving

—

International #erald Eribune DECEMBER 16, 2011

Protesters carrying the body of Abdul Halim Baqur in Homs Province. They said he had been
killed by government shelling.

freely. Accounts from activists and wit-
nesses, along with amateur videos pos-
ted online, provide key channels of in-
formation.

Mr. Assad has tried to counter the
mass revolt against his family’s 40-year
dynasty with a security crackdown,
coupled with promises of reform. He has
lifted the decades-old state of emer-
gency, and in July he endorsed legisla-
tion that would enable newly formed

political parties to run for Parliament
and local councils.

On Monday, Syrians are scheduled to
vote in municipal elections for the coun-
try’s 14 provinces — the first test of re-
forms by Mr. Assad since the uprising
began. The state-run news agency,
SANA, said 42,889 candidates would be
competing for the 17,588 seats on local
administration councils.

Opposition figures have dismissed
the moves as mere posturing and say
the only way to resolve the crisis is to
oust the regime.

Deserters

said to kill
27 soldiers
in Syria

BEIRUT

BY NADA BAKRI

Military defectors in Syria Killed 27 sol-
diers Thursday, an opposition group re-
ported, in one of the largest attacks yet
on Syrian security forces by a growing
armed insurgency.

The opposition group, the Syrian Ob-
servatory for Human Rights, based in
London, said in a statement that clashes
had erupted at dawn in and around the
city of Dara’a, where the anti-govern-
ment uprising began in March. It said the
attackers, armed with rifles and rocket-

propelled grenades, hit two checkpoints
in the countryside and a military base in-
side the city, suggesting a level of coordi-
nation that had not been seen before.

The Syrian Observatory, which has a
network of contacts and informants in-
side the country, did not specify the
sources of the information, and it was un-
clear from the group’s statement wheth-
er any of the attackers had been killed.

Inrecent days, attacks have escalated
around Dara’a and in the hinteriand of
Hama, a tense city in central Syria,
where vast protests gathered in the
summer before security forces retook
the city in August.

Though the report by the Syrian Ob-
servatory and other activist groups
leave an incomplete picture of the situ-
ation on the ground in Syria, and it is im-
possible to verify the reports because of
government restrictions on outside re-
porting, some activists have suggested
that parts of those regions have become
so hostile that security forces are find-
ing it difficult to enter them.

Word of the soldier killings came as

Human Rights Watch issued a report
Thursday in which it named 74 com-
manders and officers that former Syrian
soldiers identified as being responsible
for attacks on unarmed protesters.

The report said the commanders
were members of the Syrian military
and intelligence agencies and had given
orders to caiTy out widespread killings,
torture and unlawful arrests, according
to soldiers who defected and were inter-
viewed by the group.

In the report, Human Rights Watch
urged the U.N. Security Council to refer
the government of President Bashar al-,
Assad to the International Criminal
Court and to impose sanctions against
all officials implicated.

“Defectors gave us names, ranks, and
positions of those who gave the orders
to shoot and kill,” said Anna Neistat, as-
sociate director for emergencies at Hu-
man Rights Watch, and one of the au-
thors of the report. “‘And each and every
official named in this report, up to the
very highest levels of the Syrian gov-
ermment, should answer for their
crimes against the Syrian people.”’
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disappeared,” said Jana Hybaskova, the
European Union ambassador. ‘“Thelevel
of destruction of society was a million
times deeper than anyone expected.”

Experts estimate that the remains of
250,000 to‘vne million Iraqis lie in mass
graves around the country, victims of
the Hussein regime. Not a single victim
has been identified by DNA analysis,
partly because various government
ministries and the two factions with.the
greatest claims of victimhood — the
Kurds and Shiites — have been unable
toagree on how to proceed. The lack of a
painful but-cathartic process of reckon-
ing with its history — as South Africa
and others have done — has stymied the
society’s ability to vanquish the ghosts
of its past.

While more than 100,000 Iraqi civil-
ians perished in the war and its after-
math, viclence has decreased signifi-
cantly - since 2007, when there were
almost 7,500 attacks a month. But Iraq
remains an extremely dangerous place.

" According to the American military,
there were between 500 and 750 attacks
a month this year, including bombings,
rocket attacks and assassinations.
There are still roughly a dozen insur-
gent groups and militias active in Iraq:
Sunni groups made up of former mem-
bers of the ruling Baath Party and the
home-grown insurgent group, Al Qaeda
in Iraq; and Shiite militias supported by
Iran and Moktada al-Sadr.

While the viclence has declined, sec-
tarian rifts still have not healed. Ameri-
can officials worry that a large attack on
a Shiite shrine could trigger anew round
of sectarian bloodletting. It remains un-
clear whether Iraqg’s security forces are
Toyal to their nation or their sect. In Abu
-Ghraib, the Sunni stronghold outside
Baghdad, residents complain about har-
assiment by the Shiite-dominated securi-
ty forces and say they fear them more
than insurgents. Local police and army
outposts fly the flag of Imam Hussein,

the revered Shiite martyr.

The war opened Iraq’s tremendous pe-
troleum reserves to foreign investment
for the first time since 1974, though Amer-
ican companies did poorly in the postwar
auctions. So far, the Ministry of Oil has
granted 12 licenses for fields in the south
to companies from China, Russia, Korea,
Britain, the Netherlands and elsewhere,
with just one going to an American ma-
jor, Exxon Mobil. The outcome helped

_defuse criticism that the United States

had invaded Iragq for its oil.

Yet, Iraq’s oil output still has not re-
bounded to the level it was in the late
1970s, accordingto the International En-
ergy Agency. The Iraqi government’s
stated goal of raising output from the
current 2.95 million barrels per day to 12
million by 2017 is regarded as unattain-
able by some analysts.

Aesthetically, Baghdad is still a war
zone of checkpoints, blast walls and coils

“When I used to go out and
see the dead bodies, | would
cry for what it used to

be like here.”

of razor wire, where buildings sit par-
tially destroyed from the first wave of
bombings that President George W.
Bush called ‘‘shock and awe’ At en-
trances to the garrisoned heart of the
central government, the Green Zone, ve-
hicles on the way in are searched for
bombs and on the way out for kidnap vic-
tims. Most Iraqis still receive only a few
hours of electricity a day, which forces
many to sleep outdoors on their rooftops
during sweltering summer nights.

Iraq has improved in some respects.

. Life in Baghdad has blossomed in re-

cent years — street life has returned,
markets are bustling, a new amusement
park is opening and even the circus
came to town this year. The government

of Nuri- Kamal al-Maliki, while ham-
strung by sectarian infighting, was
chosen in elections last year that inter-
national monitors declared to be free.
On the garbage-strewn banks of the
Tigris, a group of young men who lived
abroad during the bad days now gather
on Fridays to ride their Jet Skis, arriv-
ing in the early afternoon and staying
until the sun goes down. They drink
Tuborg beer and Chivas whiskey, and
listen to American pop and rap music.
“When I'm on the Jet Ski on the Tigris,
1 forget all the explosions and the poli-
tics, everything,” said Khaldi Nuami,
who owns an import-export company
whose primary product is armored cars.
A palpable sense of melancholy per-
vades Iraq. The war opened a genera-
tional divide that splits older Iraqis, who
recall a brief golden age in the 1960s and
1970s, from younger ones, who have been
drawn more to the culture and ideas the

. Americans tried to import here..

“In the 1960s, life was good,’ said
Qassim Jasim, who has baked bread at
the Abu Naseer-Bakery in Adhamiya, a
Sunni enclave in the capital, for 38 years.
During the war, he said, ‘‘when I used to
go out and see the dead bodies, I would
cry for what it used to be like here.”

His neighborhood is no longer a bloody
battleground controlled by AlQaeda. But
the Shiites have mostly left. The fabric of
the community has been forever altered.
Ghaith Raad, whose family owns a fa-
mous sweets shop across the street from
the bakery, returned from Syria — where
he fled to during the fighting — about
four months ago. ]

“When I came back, 1 didn't find any.
of my friends,” he said. ‘‘The society has:
changed here, the people have
changed.”’

Reporting contributed by Jack Healy, Mi-,
chael S. Schmidt, Andrew Kramer,
Duraid Adnan; Omar al-Jawoshy and an
employee of The New York Times.

Turkish forces kill 8 Kurdish militants

December 15, 2011 - Reuters

Tunceli - Turkish security forces killed eight Kurdish
militants in fighting in eastern Turkey on Thursday,
security sources said.

Helicopter gunships were dispatched to a camp thought
to be a winter compound for Kurdistan Workers' Party
(PKK) guerrillas in Bingol "province, where the clashes
were continuing.

Five of the militants killed were women, security sources
told Reuters.

The PKK, which took up arms against the Turkish state
in 1984 with the aim of carving out an ethnic Kurdish
homeland, is designated a terrorist group by Turkey, the
European Union and the United States.

More than 40,000 people have been killed in the separa-
tist conflict.

Winter is traditionally a season of lowered tensions bet-
ween Kurdish guerrillas and Turkish security forces due
to harsh conditions in the mountainous region.
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Iran's fortunes in
post-US Iraq
clouded

By ROBERT H. REID | AP - December 16, 2011

CAIRO (AP) — The U.S. military's departure from Iraq opens
the door to expanded Iranian influence in the Middle East,
though that door could close fast if Iran's closest Arab ally
Bashar Assad falls from power in Syria.

That's among the uncertainties looming over the Middle East in the
wake of President Barack Obama's decision to remove all U.S.
troops by the end of this month, fulfilling a campaign promise to
end the unpopular war and abandoning efforts to negotiate an exten-
sion of the year-end deadline agreed to by the Bush administration
in 2008.

At first glance, that would make Iran the big winner, especially if
the U.S. move heralds a tectonic shift of power in the strategic
Persian Gulif region as the United States shifts its military focus to
East Asia and the Pacific. But the tumult from the Arab Spring, on
top of the end of the nearly nine-year Iraq War, has made the rivalry
between Iran and the U.S.'s Arab allies even trickier and predictions
more cloudy.

No longer will tens of thousands of American troops be stationed
along Iran's western border. They are leaving behind an Iraqi
government dominated by Shiite Muslim parties beholden to the
Iranians, who sheltered them for years when Saddam Hussein and
his Sunni-dominated Baath regime were in power.

With the American military presence reduced to a few hundred
members of an embassy-based liaison mission, Iran is likely to step
up infiltration of Iraq's intelligence services — the key to manipu-
lating Iraq's internal politics — and expand its links to both Shiite
and Kurdish politicians, to the alarm of the country's Sunni mino-
nty.

As the second most populous country in the Gulf, with some of the
world's largest proven petroleum reserves, an avowedly pro-Iranian
Iraq would be a game changer in the power struggle between Iran
and the U.S.-backed, conservative Gulf states led by Saudi Arabia.

Iran already wielded considerable influence in Iraq even when U.S.
troop strength approached 170,000. The U.S.-led invasion of 2003
produced a strange alliance between the Americans and religiously
based Shiite parties tied simultaneously to both Washington and
Tehran. Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki, a Shiite who had been cool
toward Iran, has moved closer to the pro-Iranian groups since a
political crisis in 2010 nearly cost him his job.

With the American military gone, Tehran's prospects for bolstering
those ties in Iraq look bright.

At closer examination, however, the future appears less certain.
Much will depend on how the key players — including the United
States — maneuver diplomatically through the new environment
created by the end of the Irag War.

"The United States must succeed in limiting and countering Iranian
influence in Iraq and in creating Iraqi forces that can defend the

country," wrote analyst Anthony Cordesman of the Center for
International and Strategic Studies. "The United States must also
restructure a mix of forward-deployed U.S. forces and ties to regio-
nal powers that can contain every aspect of Iran's military forces
and political ambitions."

Iran's ability to manipulate a post-America Iraq is by no means unli-
mited, in part due to a flowering of Iraqi nationalism which survi-
ved the horrific bloodshed of the Sunni-Shiite sectarian war.

Many ordinary Iraqi Shiites harbor bitter memories of the 1980-
1988 war with Iran, when young Shiite soldiers bore the brunt of the
casualties. Among the Sunni minority, hostility to Iran runs even
deeper, and much of the talk of Iranian domination stems from
overblown comments by Sunni politicians seeking to discredit their
Shiite political rivals.

"The Iragis have no desire to be a client state of their Persian neigh-
bor," said Doug Ollivant, senior fellow at the New America
Foundation and former director for Iraq on the National Security
Council in both the Bush and Obama administrations. "This is a real
threat ... but the threat is overstated."

An Iranian strategic victory in Iraq could also be checkmated by a
regime change in Syria, where Assad is facing mounting resistance
to his family's autocratic 40-year rule.

The fall of the Assad regime would be the biggest blow to Iranian
foreign policy since the Iran-lIraq war and would render Tehran's
international isolation nearly complete.

In strategic terms, Syria is an even bigger prize for Iran.

Syria is Iran's bridge into Lebanon, a near-client state of Damascus
where the militant Shiite movement Hezbollah has flourished for
decades with Iranian support, channeled through Syria. Iran would
also lose its conduit to the radical Palestinian group Hamas, which
is headquartered in Damascus.

With the stakes high and so much still shrouded in uncertainty, the
major players in the region are scurrying to retool their political
strategies.

Fearing that Iraq will eventually fall into Tehran's orbit, Saudi
Arabia and its Gulf partners have focused on Syria in hopes of
containing Iran's influence. The key to that is to cut the links bet-
ween Iran and Syria, and to accomplish that, the Gulf states have
been at the forefront of moves by the Arab League to impose sanc-
tions against Syria over the killing of protesters.

At the same time, the Saudis are pushing their Gulf partners into
bolstering support for Jordan, which also borders Iraq, Egypt and
Morocco in hopes of maintaining a strong bloc of Sunni Arab states
— some of whom have been shaken by the Arab Spring — in the
face of a resurgent Iran.

In the end, all these scenarios will be influenced by what happens
in Iraq now that the American troops have gone.

"Tehran will likely react to that power shift by trying to build more
influence in Iraq," wrote analyst Paul Salem of the Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace. "However, Iranian influence
over tomorrow's Baghdad is not a foregone conclusion. Iragi and
Arab nationalism run deep in Iraq, and Iran might find it as hard to
dominate Iraq as the Americans did."
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BEIRUT

BY NADA BAKRI

Hundreds of thousands of anti-govern-
ment demonstrators in Syria took to the

streets on Friday, driven in part by new '
- impatience with the Arab League over

what they viewed as its repeated failure
to penalize President Bashar al-Assad’s
regime over the violent repression of
their nine-month-old uprising, )

The demonstrations, reported by
rights activists and opposition groups,
convulsed several regions as Mr. Assad
faced what appeared to be an unexpec-
ted source of new diplomatic pressure
from Russia, one of his most loyal allies.
On Thursday, Vitaly Churkin, the Rus-
sian ambassador to the United Nations,

‘proposed a surprise Security Council’

resolution that called on all antagonists
in the Syria conflict to stop the violence

and begin negotiations. The resolution,
however, does not call for sanctions, and
its prospects for passage were unclear.

Activists and opposition groups re-
ported at least 17 people in Syria were
killed in violent confrontations with se-
curity forces during the Friday protests,
including two minors and three women.

Some activists said the street demon-
strators were energized by anger over
the Arab League’s delays in imposing
economic sanctions on Mr. Assad’s re-
gime, which ithad promised nearly three
weeks ago. A meeting of Arab League
foreign ministers on Syria, which was to
take place this weekend in Cairo, was in-
definitely postponed on Thursday.

The Kremlin, which has supported the
Assad family’s grip on power in Syria for
decades, has consistently blocked any
move by Western countries to impose
Security Council sanctions on Syria.

At the same time, it has been difficult

Syrians protest a lackluster response
from Arab League

for Russia to ignore the daily reports ot
killings coming out of the country.

Mr. Churkin, the Russian envoy, said
that the draft resolution ‘“‘considerably
strengthens all aspects of the previous
text,” referring to a resolution drafted
by European countries in October that
both Russia and China vetoed.

The new resolution called on all Syri-
an parties to stop violence but said noth-
ing about penalizing Mr. Assad’s gov-
ernment. Western officials said they
were pleasantly surprised, although
they said.it would need amendments to
gain wider acceptance. Secretary of
State Hillary Rodham Clinton said the
United States would study the text care-
fully and that it would have to be re-
viewed by the Arab League as well.

Steven Lee Myers contributed reporting
from Washington and a New York Times
employee from Beirut.
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Top Iraqi official accused
of running death squad

BAGHDAD

As American forces exit,
Baghdad in uproar over
charges against key Sunni

BY JACK HEALY

The Iraqi government was thrown into
«crisis on Monday night as the authorit-
ies issued ‘an arrest warrant for the
Sunni’ vice president, accusing him of
running a personal death squad that as-
sassinated security officials and gov-
_ernment bureaucrats.

The sensational charges against Tariq
al-Hashimi, one of the country’s most
prominent Sunni leaders and a close ally
of American officials, threatened to en-
flame widening sectarian and political
conflicts in Iraq just a day after the last
American troops rolled into Kuwait.

The accusations were broadcast over
Iraqi television, in a half hour of grainy
video confessions from three men identi-
fied as Mr. Hashimi’s bodyguards. They
spoke of how they had planted bombs in
‘public squares, driven up to convoys
carrying Iraqi officials and opened fire.

Under the direction of Mr. Hashimi’s
top aides, the men said, they had
gunned down convoys carrying Shiite

officials, and had planted roadside
bombs in traffic circles and wealthy
neighborhoods of Baghdad, then deto-
nated them as their targets drove by.
One of the men said Mr. Hashimi had
personally handed him an envelope
with $3,000 after one of the attacks.

It was impossible to substantiate any
of the accusations aired in the confes-
sions.

An aide in Mr. Hashimi’s office said
the three men had indeed worked for
the vice president, but he denied all of
the allega)tions. The aide said Mr.
Hashimi was-in the northern region of
Kurdistan, meeting with Kurdish offi-

cials to defuse the worsening political
standoff with Prime Minister Nuri
Kamal al-Maliki.

“Reidar Visser, an analyst of Iraqi pol-
itics and editor of the blog historiae.org,
called the situation the worst crisis Iraq
had faced in five years.

“Any leading Sunni politician seems
now to be a target of this campaign by
Maliki,” Mr. Visser said. “It seems that
every Sunni Muslim or secularist is in
danger of being labeled either a Baath-
ist or a terrorist.”

The past week has yielded a near
breakdown of relations between Mr.
Maliki, a religious Shiite, and his ad-

versaries in the lragiya coalition, a
large political bloc that holds about 90
seats in Parliament and is supported by
many Sunni Iraqis.

Members of the Iraqiya coalition
walked away from Parliament on Satur-
day, accusing Mr. Maliki of seizing
power and thwarting democratic proce-
dures through a wave of politically
tinged arrests in recent weeks. The boy-
cott was the culmination of months of
political discord, and signaled the near
breakdown of relations between two of
the country’s most. powerful political
adversaries. i

Earlier on Monday, the Iraqi High
Court — a body often seen as beholden
to Mr. Maliki — announced it was bar-
ring Mr. Hashimi from leaving the coun-
try. For days before the confessions
were aired, several of Mr. Hashimi’s
bodyguards were detained while state-
run television and government surrog-
ates promised to reveal evidence tying
Mr. Hashimi to criminal acts.

On Sunday, Mr. Maliki sent a letter to
Parliament seeking a no-confidence
vote in one of his deputies, a prominent
Sunni politician who has also been a vo-
ciferous critic.

The U.S. Embassy said Ambassador
James F. Jeffrey was in contact with
Iraqi officials but declined to comment
further. '
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[raqg: unstable and divided

Reidar Visser

NOORDWLIK, THE NETHERLANDS

When the last remaining American
forces withdraw from Iraq at the end of
this month, they will be leaving behind
a country that is politically unstable, in-
creasingly volatile, and at risk of des-
cending into the sort of sectarian fight-
ing that killed thousands in 2006 and
2007.

Prime Minister Nuri Kamal al-Maliki
has overseen a consolidation of military
force, but the core of his government is
remarkably unrepresentative: Itis
made up of mostly pro-Iranian Shiite Is-
lamists. The secular Iraqiya Party,
which won a plurality of votes in the
March 2010 parliamentary elections,
has been marginalized within the cab-
inet and was not represented when Mr.
Maliki visited Washington on Monday.

This Shiite Islamist government
bodes ill for the country’s future. And
unfortunately, it is a direct product of
America’s misguided thinking about
Iraq sirice the 2003 invasion — an ap-
proach that stressed proportional sec-
tarian representation rather than na-
tional unity and moderate Islamism.

This flawed policy has been more im-
portant in shaping today’s Iraq than the
size.of the original force that occupied
the country in 2003, the Abu Ghraib
prison-abuse scandal in 2004 or the
“surge’’ of 2007. And it is to blame for
the precarious condition in which the
United States is leaving Iraq today.

In the 1990s, America envisaged post-
Saddam Hussein Iraq as a federation of
Arabs and Kurds. At the time, Kurds fo-
cused on their own autonomy; Shiite 1s-
lamiists rejected federalism south of
Kurdistan; and many other Shiites ex-
plicitly ruled out an Iranian model of
government for fear that it might alien-
ate secularists and the Sunni minority.

The fateful change in American
thinking came in 2002 as the Bush ad-

ministration was preparing for war. At
conferences with exiled Iraqi opposi- .
tion leaders, Americans argued that
new political institutions should reflect
Iraq’s ethno-sectarian groups propor-
tionally. Crucially, the focus moved be-
yond the primary Arab-Kurdish cleav-
age to include notions of separate
quotas for Shiites and Sunnis.

When Americans designed the first
post-Hussein political institution in July
2003, the Iraqi governing council, the
underlying principle was sectarian pro-
portionality. What had formerly been
an Arab-Kurdish relationship was
transformed into a Sunni-Shiite-Kurd-
ish triangle: Arabs who saw themselves
first and foremost as Iraqis suddenly
became anomalies.

Remarkably, Iragis themselves
turned against this system. After the vi-
olent sectarian conflict in 2006 and 2007,
Iraqis rediscovered nationalism. The
American surge and growing national-
ist criticism of the country’s new consti-
tution provided the necessary environ-
ment for Mr. Maliki to emerge in 2009
as a national leader who commanded
respect across sectarian lines. Some
Sunnis even began considering a joint .
ticket with Mr. Maliki. .

But in May 2009, with President
Barack Obama now in the White House,
Shiite Islamists who had been margin®' |
alized by Mr. Maliki in the local elec-
tions regrouped in Tehran. Their aim
was a purely sectarian Shiite alliance
that would ultimately absorb Mr. Maliki
as well. The purging of Sunni officials
with links to the former government,
known as de-Baathification, becaine
their priority.

By this time, however, Washington
was blind to what was going on. Instead
of appreciating the intense struggle be-
tween the cleric Moktada al-Sadr’s sec-
tarian Shiite followers, and moderate
Shiites who believed in a common Iraqi
identity, the Obama administration re-
mained steadfastly focused on the
Sunni-Shiite-Kurdish trinity, thereby
reinforcing sectarian tensions rather

than helping defuse them. )

After faring poorly'in the 2010 parlia-
mentary elections, Mr. Maliki switched
course and adopted a pan-Shiite sec-
tarian platform to win a second term as
prime minister. But Obama administra-
tion officials failed to see how Mr. Ma-
liki had changed. Nor did they appreci-
ate the chance they’d had to bring Mr.
Matiki back from the sectarian brink
through a small but viable coalition

‘with the secular Iragiya Party — a sce-

—— . nariothatcould have
Maliki has provlided competent,
. stable government to
overseen a Iraqgi-Arabs and left
cons?l.ldaQop the Kurds to handle
of military . their own affairs.
force, but his Instead, an over-
government size, unwieldy
isremarkably  power-sharing gov-
unrepresent- emment was formed,
ative. with Washington’s
support, in Decem-
ber 2010.

The main reason Mr. Maliki could not
offer American forces guarantees for
staying in the country beyond 2011 was
that his premiership was clinched by
pandering to sectarian Shiites. As are-
sult, he has become a hostage to the im-
pulses of pro-Iranian Islamists while
most Sunnis and secularists in the gov-
ernment have been marginalized. His

.current cabinet is simply too big and

weak to develop any coherent policies
or keep Iranian influence at bay.

By consistently thinking of Mr. Ma-
liki as a Shiite rather than as an Iraqi
Arab, American officials overlooked op-
portunities that once existed in Iraq but
are now gone. Thanks to their own
flawed policies, the Iraq they are leav-
ing behind is more similar to the des-
perate and divided country of 2006 than
to the optimistic Iraq of early 2009.

REIDAR VISSER, a research fellow at the
Norwegian Institute of International Af-
fairs, is the author of ““A Responsible
End? The United States and the Iraqi’
Transition, 2005-2010.’

Aswat al-lraq
I¢IBGBOBNEE

December 25,2011 /| BAGHDAD / Aswat al-Iraq:

Criticism over Turkish offer to receive Hashimi, MP

“Turkey knows clearly the volume of economic, trade and

investment relations with lraq, so it is wrong to venture their

INDEPENDENT MP Alia Nsaif criticized Turkish interven-
tions in vice-president Tariq al- Hashimi's case by readiness to
receive him.

In a statement issued by her media office, copy received by
Aswat al-lraq, she added "Turkey began negatively intervening in
Iragi internal affairs, which might to affecting bilateral relation
between the two countries”.

She added that the Turkish invitation to receive Hashimi stir-
red public uproar.

2009.

000

future®, she added.

Iraqi Interior Ministry disclosed issuing an arrest warrant
against Hashimi and broadcasted the confessions of his body-
guards for operating assassination attempts and bombings in

These political developments come at the time of US forces
withdrawal, according to the agreement signed between the
two countries at the end of 2008. :
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Iraq’s power-sharmg
government in crisis

BAGHDAD

Prime minister threatens
to abandon deal just days
after last U.S. troops exit

BY TIM ARANGO AND YASIR GHAZI

Prime Minister Nuri Kamal al-Maliki of
Iraq threatened Wednesday to abandon
a U.S.-backed power-sharing govern-
ment created a year ago, throwing the
country’s fragile democracy into fur-
ther turmoil just days -after the depar-
ture of American troops.

In a néarly 90-minute news confer-
‘ence aired on tape-delay.on state televi-
sion, Mr. Maliki defied his rivals and
pushed back on all fronts in Iraq’s bur-
geoning political crisis, threatening to
trelease investigatory files that he
claimed show his opponents have been
involvedin terrorism.

He told Kurdish leaders that there
would be “problems” if they did not
turn over Vice President Tariq al-
Hashemi, who fled to the semiautonom-
ous Kurdish region in recent days to es-
cape an arrest warrant on charges that
he ran a death squad responsible for as-
sassinations and bombings.

Mr. Maliki, a Shiite, also issued a
warning to his rivals from Iragiya, the
largely Sunni bloc of lawinakers that in-
cludes Mr. Hashemi: If it does not end
its boycott of Parliament and the Coun-
cil of Ministers, he will move to form a
majority government that would, in es-
sence, exclude them from power.

If Iragiya’s ministers do not show up
at future sessions, he said, ‘“we will ap-
point replacements.”

The news conference was the first
time the nation had heard directly from
its prime minister since the controversy
erupted several days ago.

- The crisis was triggered when the
Shiite-dominated governnient issued its
arrest warrant for Mr. Hashemi, the top
Sunni politician, on terrorism charges.
Mr. Maliki did offer a small attempt to
defuse tensions by calling for a confer-
ence of Irag’s political elite to discuss
the matter. If the issue cannot be re-
solved, he said, he will “move toward
forming a majority government.”

But his efforts. at conciliation seemed
to end there.

Public life in Iraq is one of perpetual

" crisis, but some analysts say this is the
worst political instability here in years.

It is certainly the gravest predicament
for the country’s young democracy in
the period since it took nearly eight
months to form a government after last
year’s parliamentary elections.

In calling for the Kurds to turn over
Mr. Hashemi; Mr. Maliki risked alienat-
ing a powerful minority that operates in
its own semiautonomous region and
whose support he would need to form a
new government without the support of
the Sunni-dominated Iragiya. While in
the north, Mr. Hashemi is largely out of
reach of Mr. Maliki’s security forces,
and from there could easily flee the
country.

“We demand the Kurdistan region

hand him over, and to bear the responsi-
bility and do their duty,’ Mr. Maliki said.
“If he escapes, this will create prob-
lems.”

Traq now faces myriad political prob-
lems that in sum could derail the nation-
al unity government, which American
diplomats helped craft last year and
which is supposed to include meaning-
ful roles for Iraq’s three major factions
— Shiites, Sunnis and Kurds. This, in
turn, raises fears of a return to rampant
sectarian and factional violence — al-
though so far it appears that the infight-
ing has remained confined to the arena
of politics.

There has been no recent spike in at-

tacks. But the latest problems have laid
bare the sectarian fissures still perva-
sive in society despite ongoing recon-
ciliation efforts, encouraged by Ameri-
can diplomats, in the years since a
sectarian civil war nearly tore the coun-
try apart.

The government’s actions against Mr.
Hashemi — regardless of the veracity of
the allegations — are seen by many
Sunnis through a sectarian lens.

The minority Sunni community,
which had dominated Iraq’s affairs un-
der Saddam Hussein, feels increasingly
marginalized.

Mr. Maliki has also recently sought a
vote of no confidence from Parliament

against another Sunni leader, Deputy
Prime Minister Saleh al-Mutlaq, for
ca_ll!ing Mr. Maliki a “‘dictator’’ in a tele-
vision interview.

“Although Maliki is going after polit-
ical rivals, his impulsive actions have
the same consequences to Iraq’s stabil-
ity as if he were targeting the Sunni

‘community as a whole,” said Ramzy

Mardini, an analyst at the Institute for
the Study of War in Washington. ‘“The

Iragiya bloc is simultaneously Maliki’s
main political rival and represents 'the
Sunni community.”’

All of this comes just after the final"

withdrawal of American troops over.the
weekend, after nearly nine years of war
that began with the 2003 invasion that

‘toppled Saddam Hussein’s Sunni-domi-

nated government. The departure of the
Americans left behind a country that

President Barack Obama described as

“stable and self-reliant.”

As the last U.S. military convoy de-
parted Sunday morning, the.crisis was
already brewing. Iragiya began a boy-
cott of Parliament on Saturday, as ru-
mors swirled in Baghdad that a tank
had been placed outside Mr. Hashemi’s
compound in the Green Zone, the forti-
fied power center in the capital, and that
some of Mr. Hashemi’s guards had been
arrested. '

By Sunday evening Mr. Hashemi was
briefly barred from boarding a flight to
the Kurdish north. On Monday night
state television was playing taped con-
fessions by Mr. Hashemi’s guards, who
said they had carried out killings and
bombings on the vice president’s or-
ders. Mr. Hashemi, in a news confer-
ence Tuesday, .angrily denied the
charges and said they were fabricated.

‘“The accusations have not been
proven, so the accused is innocent until
proven guilty,’ Mr. Hashimi said at the
news conference in Erbil, in the Kurdish
region in northern Iraq, where he is be-
yond the reach of the government’s se-
curity forces. “I swear by God I didn’t

do this disobedience agaimst Iraqi blood,

and I would never do this.”

Many Iraqis feared the consequences

of a power vacuum left in the wake of the
departing American troops, but most
did not anticipate the country’s precari-
ous politics to disintegrate so quickly.
“I was expecting this to happen, but
not so soon,” said Saif Abdul Salaam, a
barber in Adhamiya, a largely Sunni
neighborhood in Baghdad. “The Sunnis
are angry, but they can’t do anything be-
cause they don’t control anything.”
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Court acknowledged existence of death list
of Kurdish businessmen

TODAY’S ZAMAN, iSTANBUL

hile Turkey continues to discuss
extrajudicial killings in the 1990s,
the Star daily on Wednesday shared a
document, showing that an Ankara court
in 1996 had approved the existence of a
death list of 193 Kurdish businessmen,
who were allegedly aiding the terrorist
Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK).
Then-Labor and Social Security
Minister Ziya Halis sued the state in
1996, claiming that he was among the
193 Kurdish businessmen who were on
a death list allegedly prepared by the
state. The case was heard in the
Ankara 6th Tribunal Court and the inter-
jor minister of the time acknowledged
the claim of the existence of such a

the court at that time fined the Turkish
state TL 100 million non-pecuniary
damages.

Speaking to Star, Halis stated that
the ‘90s were one of the darkest eras
that the Turkish nation has faced. “We

were all hopeful about the country when

the True Path Party (DYP) and Social
Democratic People’s Party (SHP) coali-
tion government came to power.
However, Turkey experienced its tou-
ghest times while this coalition ran the
government. We were expecting the
state to be closer to Kurds; instead,
assassinations, setting villages on fire
and many other unfortunate things hap-
pened. | feel ashamed of myself for
even experiencing such a period,” Halis
said.

Diyarbakir deputy from the former True
Path Party (DYP) headed by Tansu
Ciller, has said that a list of hundreds of
prominent Kurdish people who were
marked for death by some dark forces
could still be in the files of the National
Security Council (MGK), which had a
meeting in Diyarbakir in August 1992.
“At that meeting were [former
President) Turgut Ozal, [former Prime
Minister] Sleyman Demirel and [former
Deputy Prime Minister] Erdal inéni,”
Ensarioglu was quoted as saying by the
Radikal daily on Tuesday. “Demirel is
still alive. He would know about that
list.” Ensarioglu was referring to a num-
ber of prominent Kurdish businesspeo-
ple and other Kurds who were marked
by some in the state to be killed

death list. For violating personal rights,

Furthermore, former State Minister
Mehmet Salim Ensarioglu, who was a

because of their alleged help for the
outlawed PKK.

Iraqi Shi'ite rally
against autonomy
push in Diyala

BAGHDAD -December 15, 2011 -(Reuters)

THOUSANDS of Iraqi Shi'ites rallied in the restive mainly
Sunni province of Diyala on Thursday, demanding the pro-
vincial council retract its declaration of autonomy as
Washington officially ended its war in Iraq.

Demands for more provincial power have simmered for years in
Iraq, split by ethnic, sectarian and tribal tensions. But the Diyala
push and an autonomy drive from the mainly Sunni Salahuddin
province threaten to stir tensions as the last U.S. troops with-
draw before December 31.

Police used batons and water cannon to disperse around 2,500
mainly Shi'ite protesters who demonstrated for a second day in
front of the provincial council in Baquba, Diyala's main city.

“If the local government insists on its situation, we will form a
transitional government ... and cancel the decision of the pre-
vious council, particularly declaring Diyala an independent
region,” said Jaafar Sadigq, a tribal sheikh as he stood outside the
council with protesters.

Some protesters tried to storm the council headquarters, while
others climbed to the roof of the building and raised green and
black Shi'ite flags. Local authorities placed security forces on
alert for a possible outbreak of violence.

L

Members of the mainly Sunni Arab-controlled council declared
autonomy on Monday for Diyala, an al Qaeda hotspot compri-
sed of a volatile mix of Sunni, Shi‘ite, Kurds and Turkmen.

A long-standing dispute between the minority Kurds in the
north and Arab Shi'ite-led government in Baghdad over land,
oil and power is considered a potential flashpoint for future
conflict after American troops depart. Some parts of Diyala are
disputed territories between the Arabs and Kurds.

Demonstrators had streamed into Baquba from all over the pro-
vince, some carrying Iraqi and green and black Shi'ite flags,
photos of Prophet Mohammed's grandson Imam Hussein, and
banners with "No for separation, no for region.”

Others were chanting "Sunnis and Shi'ite are brothers and we
will not sell this country.”

"Those who declared this province an autonomous region repre-
sent only one sect, but there are many sects and ethnics in Diyala
and no one asked all these people what do they want,” said
Sheikh Hussein al-Taai, head of Khalis tribal council.

Autonomy would give the province more power over finances,
administration and laws, and an upper hand in supervising
public property, which could loosen Baghdad's grip.

SIMMERING TENSION

Dulair Hassan, a Kurdish Diyala council member, said Sunni
council members had agreed to hand over the district of
Khanagin to the semi-autonomous Kurdish region in exchange
for votes from Kurdish council members in favour of autonomy
for Diyala.

Khanaqin, 140 km (100 miles) northeast of Baghdad, is one of
the areas disputed by Arabs and Kurds in Diyala. Minority
Kurds in the north have enjoyed semi-autonomy for years since

Western powers imposed a no-fly zone after the 1991 Gulf War.
-
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Three ob-

servers
weigh the
costs of the
invasion
and the
eight-year

occupation.

INTERNATIONAL
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Lessons of the Iraq war

USS. credibility

suffered heavily

The war in Iraq was a strategic miscal-
culation and the single greatest blow-to

 American power and prestige since Vi-
etnam. I supported the initialinvasion
in 2003 while serving as U.S. ambassa-
dor to NATO, but have long since been
convinced that any good from it was far
outweighed by the sacrifices of our sol-
diers and the significant damage to our
international credibility.

We must never forget the human cost
of the war. We lost 4,500 American men
and women and hundreds of thousands
of Iraqis were killed and wounded. Also,
the war cost close to $1 trillion at a time
we could ill affordit. And when it be-
came clear that the stated reason for
our invasion was blatantly wrong, we
lost any hope of international support
as well as the trust of our own people.

Furthermore, our occupationhad the
ironic effect of strengthening the'radical
govemment of neighhoring Iran. Finally,
Abu Ghraib'and Guantanamo did lasting
damage to America’s reputationamong
the world’s morethan 1 billion Muslims.

Aswe reflect on the war, we should re-
member the valor of our soldiers. Their
invasion and defeat of Saddam Hussein
was brilliantly executed. But we asked
too much in ordering them to occupy a

'hostile country for nearly a decade and
to be exposed to vicious roadside bomb
attacks by both Shiite and Sunni terror-
ists. They did their best under extraor-
dinarily difficult circumstances.

Our war effort did deliver Iraqis from
the tyranny of dictatorship, but they
will need our help in the years ahead as
they confront continuing sectarian and
tribal divisions. President Obama was
right to bring the troops home, but we
have a moral responsibility to stay en-
gaged politically and economically so
that Iragis are not left alone to nurture
the seeds of freedom and democracyin

the sands of the Mlddle East.

There are two' unportant lessonsto’
consider. First, the wars in Iraq and Af-
ghamstan have tied us down for 10 years
and deflected our attention from thefar
more important challenge of China’s
threat to U.S. power worldwide. Second,
while the use of brute strength is some-
times necessary in an often cruel and vi-
olent world, it can also backfire as it
surely did in1raq. Ameérica must now re-
turr to'a smarter foreign policy — as we
seek to outwit our enemies as well as
outlast them through the patient appli-
cation of diplomacy rather than exces-
sive reliance on the force of arms.

—R. NICHOI;AS BURNS
Professor of diplomacy and internation-
al politics at Harvard’s Kennedy School’

of Government dnd former U.S. under-
secretary of state for political affa:rs

Biggest failure
is an Iraqi one

“The U.S. administration that went to

war in Iraq was as much at war with it-
self as it was with Saddam Hussein:
Thé C1.A., the Defense Department,
the White House and the State Depart-
ment were all at odds with one another
over what needed tobe done. These
mighty institutions had entirely differ-
ent philosophies, and neither the presi-
dent nor his national security team was

able to bring them into alighment.

This is why nothing was adequately
planned for, and why everything after
the invasion in 2003 was handled ama-
teurishly. The United States went into
postwar Iraqi with no idea what it was
going to do. Still, the U.S. learned from
its mistakes and gradually improved.

For all my criticisms of what was
done wrong in the postwar period, I be-
lieve the removal of the dictator was an

unmitigated absolute good that the
people of the United States should be
proud of. It is something Iragis will
forever be grateful for, irrespective of
the lack of grace and gratitude of the
overwhelmingly corrupt and sectarian
political elite in power in Iraq today.

The biggest failure of this war is not
an American one; itis an Iraqgi one. It is
afailure of the few thousand Iraqis —
the political elite — that has governed
to one degree or another since 2003.1
did not think of them as sectarian and -
corrupt before the war. They became so
after being empowered by American
military might, whipping up sectarian
sentiment for narrow selfish political
ends, and as a compensation for their
own lack of legitimacy,

" In so many ways they are showing
themselves to be no better than the
former Baathist elite that was over-

“thrown. To be sure, they have less blood
on their hands at the moment. They are
also more fragmented, so they will nev-
er wield the same power as Saddam
Hussein once did. But they don’t really
differ in their capacities for truly venal
political behavior toward other 1raqis.

— KANAN MAKIYA
Professor of Islamic and Middle East-
ern studies at Brandeis University and.
author of ‘‘Republic of Fear,”’ which
"helped shape the Bush administration’s
case for the Iraq war.

Pullout brings
fresh dangers

If there is one iron law of American his-
tory it is that the longer U.S. troops stay
in a country, the better the chances of a
successful outcome to a war. Germany,
Italy, Japan, South Korea: All are
places where U.S. troops still remain
decades after the wars that brought

them there. Itis no coincidence that
they are also democratic and prosper-
ous. Compare this with the hellish out-
come in places like Somalia and Haiti,
where U.S. troops entered and then left.

Iraq is likely to be neither Germany
nor Somalia, but its odds of the latter .
outcome now look better because U.S.
troops are leaving while the divisions
that led Iraq to the precipice of catas-
trophe in 2006 and 2007 remain fresh
and raw. Iraq has had free elections, but
the government is dominated by Prime
Minister Nuri al-Maliki and hard-line
Shiite Islamists who refuse to share
meaningful power with Sunnis, Kurds,
or secular Shiites. Deputy Prime Minis-
ter Salah al-Mutlaq, a leading Sunni
politician, recently told CNN: “The
political process is going in a very
wrong direction, going toward a dicta-
torship. People are not going to accept
that, and most likely they are going to -
ask for the division of the country. And -
this is going to be a disaster.”

Another potential disaster looms in
the north, where the boundary between
Iraq proper and the Kurdish Regional
Government remains in dispute. In the
past, clashes between the Iraqi security
forces and the Kurdish peshinerga ]
were prevénted only by the presence of
U.S. troops. Now those peacekeepers
are gone. Who will prevent arenewed
flare-up of hostilities between Shiites
and Sunnis, Arabs and Kurds?

Iraqis onits own. And it is locatedina
dangerous neighborhood where states
like Iran and Saudi Arabia are eager to
meddle in its politics. That is a recipe for
trouble, which should make President

‘Obama hesitate before he launches into
another bout of self-congratulation
about how he ‘‘ended the war.’ By
pulling out U.S. troops prematurely, he
has made another war more likely.

‘— MAX BOOT
Senior fellow in national security studies
at the Council on Foreign Relations.
THE BOSTON GLOBE
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= cately negotiated features of Iraq's
essentially federalist constitution to
chart their own course. They can use
their share of Iraq’s staggering oil
wealth to follow in the footsteps of
their northern neighbor, Turkey, by

building a prosperous and free society.

Indeed, if tragi Kurds can be persuad-
ed to defer their for-now-impossible
dream of Kurdish independence in
exchange for the prospect of Kurdish
dignity and prosperity, Iragi Kurdistan
could become an epicenter of relative
freedom, openness, and economic
dynamism—a place people want to
come to, rather than a place people

want to leave.

The United States made many terrible
mistakes in its engagement in Iraq
over the past nine years. But one thing
we got reasonably right—and for
which the much maligned American
viceroy, L. Paul Bremer, and his col-
leagues in the senior ranks of the Bush
administration have gotten too little
credit—is the exquisitely difficult bal-
ance we struck between our moral
obligation to the Kurdish people and
our political obligation to hold Irag
together as one state. The incipient, if
still very partial, success story that is

Kurdistan today is the fruit of that pol-
icy. If Kurdistan's leaders can accept
de facto rather than de jure independ-
ence, and if their democracy continues
to develops as it has thus far, the
United States will have achieved at
least something significant for its stag-
gering investment, even if the rest of
Iraq continues to flounder and disap-
point.

Larry Diamond is senior fellow at the
Hoover Institution and the Freeman
Spogli Institute for International
Studies at Stanford University.

@  As Iraq smolders,
Kurds sit on oil riches

IRBIL, Iraq, December 22, 2012 (United Press International)

AS IRAQ LOOKS like collapsing into another sectarian
free-for-all, with energy resources a key prize, the semi-autono-
mous Kurdish region is like an island of stability and security.

In large part, that's because it's sitting on its own energy trea-
sure house, an estimated 60 trillion cubic feet of natural gas, more
than Libya's entire reserves, and 45 billion barrels of oil, roughly
the amount Britain has produced from its North Sea fields.

"Sweeping changes ... have taken place in Iraq's semi-autono-
mous northern region over the past decade, changes driven by
the wealth that lies underneath its desolate landscape,” observed
the Financial Times.

"The days when Kurdistan was an economic backwater are
over," Prime Minister Barham Salih told Kurdistan's first regional
oil and gas conference in Irbil, the Kurdish capital, in November.

But the Kurdistan Regional Government, which runs the
three northern provinces that constitute the Kurdish enclave, is
locked in a bitter battle with the central government in Baghdad
over oil rights and revenue-sharing as well as territory.

This seemingly intractable dispute has in recent weeks spread
to other provinces that now seek more autonomy, including oil-
rich Basra in the south, which contains two-thirds of Iraq's
known oil reserves of 143.1 billion barrels.

With the Shiite-dominated government of Prime Minister
Nouri al-Maliki showing increasing signs of cracking down on
minority Sunnis and Kurds, marginalizing them politically and
concentrating all power in the hands of the majority Shiites now
that U.S. forces have withdrawn, the stage seems set for major
turmoil.

The KRG recently upped the stakes dramatically by signing
an agreement with Exxon Mobil, the world's largest oil company,
Oct. 18 to explore six blocks widely believed to be sure-fire gus-
hers.

Exxon was the first international oil major to venture into
Kurdistan, defying Maliki's government, which insists Baghdad
alone can make such deals.

Exxon faces stiff reprisals by Baghdad but refuses to back

down.

Meantime, as political infighting intensifies with the depar-
ture of the Americans, the Kurds and Sunnis are quitting Maliki's
shaky coalition amid a wave of arrests by his security forces.

So Kurdistan, which also claims the Kirkuk oilfields in the
north, is likely to be in the eye of the storm.

The Kurds' big problem is that their territory in the northeas-
tern corner of Iraq is landlocked and to get their oil out they have
to use state pipelines controlled by Baghdad.

Kurdish oil is pumped northward through twin pipelines to
neighboring Turkey's Ceyhan terminal on the Mediterranean, so
any break with Baghdad means no outlet for Kurdish crude.

But the Kurds have found a possible ally in Turkey, even
though Ankara's a bitter opponent of the Kurds' burning ambi-
tion for an independent state.

The Turks fear an independent Kurdistan will encourage their
own Kurdish rebels in their 20-year separatist war, as well as the
wider region's 20 million Kurds.

Even so, Ankara may find lraqi Kurds' support for the
Turkish rebels might be dampened if Turkey gives the KRG sepa-
rate access to Ceyhan.

Turkey, with no energy resources of its own, is particularly
eager to import natural gas to fuel its power stations, possibly via
a new pipeline from Kurdistan.

"The large deposits of natural gas in Iragi Kurdistan and a
booming bilateral trade -- together with a better mutual security
understanding -- have led to much-improved relations,” the
Financial Times' Commodities Editor Javier Blas reported.

The presence of senior Turkish officials at the Irbil oil and gas
conference testified to that.

"Turkey is even talking about connecting an export pipeline
from Kurdistan to the projected Nabucco pipeline which would
link the gas-rich Caucasus and Central Asia to energy-hungry
European nations," said Blas.

Kurdistan is currently capable of producing 100,000 barrels of
oil per day. That's scheduled to hit 175,000 bpd in 2012.

But if Exxon Mobil or any of the 40 smaller outfits that also
have contracts with the KRG strike it big, KRG Natural Resources

Minister Ashti Hawrami says production could reach 1 million
bpd by 2015.

If Iraq starts to fragment, that could convince other oil majors
to invest in Kurdistan.[3
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VOA Persian: The Iranian media does not
talk about you in a positive manner and Iran
doesn’t seem happy with your role in Iraq.
Iranian media is the mouthpiece of the state.
Is there an issue between you and Iran?

Massoud Barzani: [ was in Iran less than two
months ago. I think it was a successful visit.
So I am surprised. 1 haven’t heard that.
When? Prior to my visit it was true. But 1
haven’t heard such comments since my visit.

VOA Persian: Most of Iran’s news agencies
are affiliated with the government and they
link you to American and Israel. It sounds like
there are some issues between you and Iran.

Massoud Barzani: It is possible that there
were such things before my visit (to Iran) but
I haven’t heard anything like that since then.
They know that | am someone who works on
the decisions of my own people. I am
nobody’s man and 1 am friends with every-
one. They know that, too. If I were to make
decisions for myself that I would do. I respect
Iran and I would like to have friendly rela-
tions with them. But I have never nor will |
ever allow Iran, American or any other coun-
try to make decisions for the Kurdish people.

VOA Persian: Iraqi Sunnis talk about Iran
interfering in Iraqi affairs after the US troop
withdrawal. What is your opinion on that?

Massoud Barzani: Unfortunately, Iraq’s
Sunni leaders accuse Iran and their Shias
accuse America and Turkey. But the question
is: why do you allow Iran, Turkey, Saudi
Arabia, America or any other country to inter-
fere in your affairs? They should blame them-
selves.

VOA Persian: On the issue of Syria, unlike
other Arab states, Maliki supports Bashar Al-
Assad. Do you agree with Maliki’s position?

Massoud Barzani: 1 have my own opinion.
For me, it is neither Assad that matters nor is
it the Syrian opposition. What matters is
democracy in Syria and the rights of two mil-
lion Kurds in that country. If Assad comes
forward and recognizes the rights of the
Kurds we will have our stance and if the
opposition does that we will still express our
position. Our stance toward Assad or the
Syrian opposition depends on their policy
towards the Kurds. But sadly until now, both
of them deny the Kurds and their rights.

VOA Persian: As a Kurdish leader, how do
you evaluate America’s work in Iraq nine
years on?

Massoud Barzani: Regarding America I am
very straightforward. 1 have said that we
thank America for its sacrifices in Iraq. If it
wasn’t for them, those who run Baghdad
today wouldn’t be there. Saddam would still
be there. In our view toppling Saddam’s
regime was a great thing. But they made
many mistakes afterwards.

VOA Persian: What kind of mistakes?

Massoud Barzani: They (the Americans)
named themselves occupiers. They didn’t let
an interim government be formed. Their sol-
diers replaced the Iraqi police and confronted
the Iraqi people on the streets everyday.
Those were all mistakes, but the biggest one
was when they switched their name from lib-
erators to occupiers.

VOA Persian: There are concerns that
Islamists have flourished in Kurdistan. This is

a peaceful region and it is a friend of America
and the west with relative democracy. But
does it seem that this democracy is threatened
by Islamists? What’s your view? Do you
think the Islamists have been shown a soft
approach that is why they have grown and
give themselves the right to close down some
places?

Massoud Barzani: One thing we are very
proud of is the culture of coexistence among
Kurdistan’s religious and ethnic groups. It has
been there throughout history and will always
be. It is a guarantee for the Kurds. But unfor-
tunately we saw recently some violence from
some Islamic clerics or people who see them-
selves as Islamists. We are now working with
Islamic scholars and Islamic parties.
Undoubtedly the Kurdish people are Muslims
and they are Muslims in a pure way. They are
open Muslims, a Muslim that tolerates the
other, a Muslim that accepts the others’ faith,
not violent Muslims who do not tolerate any-
thing. Therefore we won't allow in any way
for radical Muslims to take root in Kurdistan.
There would be moderate Islam, an open
Islam and the Islam and of the Prophet, Koran
and God.

VOA Persian: What is your opinion about
the Gorran Movement? Do you have normal
relations with them now?

Massoud Barzani: I treat Kurdistan’s parties
the same way. [ talk and sit down with all of
them. That is my position. My only goal is to
reorganize the Kurdish house. It is normal to
have different parties and different views, but
what is important is to be united on the
national issues and thankfully we are doing
well on that front.

FOX
"NEWS

.com

December 25, 2011
FoxNews.com

Vice President Joe Biden spoke Sunday
with lraqi Prime Minister Nouri al-
Maliki to offer U.S. moral support for
political reconciliation after recent vio-
lence marred the start of the country's
self-reliance following the departure of
U.S. military personnel from Iraq.

Biden also spoke Saturday with the
president of the Kurdistan region,
Massoud Barzani, his office said.

.Kurdistan is the northern area where

Iraq's Sunni Vice President Tareq al-
Hashemi allegedly is hiding out with the

- help of Iraqi President Jalal Talabani after
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Maliki called for Hashemi's arrest.

Maliki is accusing Hashemi of run-
ning death squads against the Shiite
majority, of which Maliki is a part.
Hashemi denies the charges and is repor-
tedly seeking safe passage out of the
country as Sunnis boycott Parliament,
causing a political crisis in Baghdad.

Biden "offered condolences on the
recent violence in Baghdad, exchanged
views with both leaders on the current
political climate in Iraq and reiterated
our support for ongoing efforts to
convene a dialogue among lraqi political
leaders,” the vice president's office said.

Biden's calls follow a wave of bom-

Biden Calls Maliki, Kurdish Area
President After Bombings in Iraq

bings in Baghdad earlier in the week that
left at least 60 people dead.

The action has heated up just in the
past week after the departure of the last
U.S. forces in Iraq. Pentagon spokesman
George Little tweeted Saturday that no
U.S. combat forces remained in Iraq the
day before Christmas.

That has some U.S. officials concer-
ned that the absence of a U.S. military
presence has created a vacuum for a fes-
tering brew of unrest amid factional ten-
sions that have lasted for decades but
were kept under wraps during Saddam
Hussein's tyranny and mitigated during
U.S. liberation.
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Quel avenir pour le grand Moyen-Orient
La chute du régime syrien semble scellée

Gérard Chaliand

fficieusement.le sort de la Syrie de

Bachar Al-Assad est scellé. Sous I'im-

pulsion de la Ligue arabe, ou I'Arabie

saoudite joue un role central, avec la

participation décisive de la Turquie,

I'accord actif des Européens, France
entéte, etdes Etats-Unis,le pouvoir syrien seraitren-
versé au cours de 'année 4 venir.

Idéalement, I'aval des Nations unies, avec l'ac-
cord possible de la Russie, voire dela Chine, légitime-
rait cette opération. A cet effet, il s’agit de mettre en
place, en territoire syrien, ce qu'on désigne du ter-
me de « couloirhumanitaire » grace a la pression tur-
que, a partir duquel s'organiseraient les conditions
d’une confrontation armée destinée 4 provoquer la
chute du régime alaouite.

Ces événements, qui seraient dramatiques, les
guerres-civiles étant trés meurtriéres, auraient des
répercussions probablement violentes au Liban o,
comme en Syrie, des sectes religieuses plus ou
moins antagonistes rendent I'équilibre politique
complexe sinon conflictuel.

L'onide de choc produite parla Syrie ne manquera
pas d’entrainer des répercussions sur le Hezbollah
chiite, formation la mieux structurée du Liban, ain-
si que sur le Hamas palestinien. Le processus de
recomposition géopolitique du Grand Moyen-
Orientqu’envisageaient,ily a dix ans, les néoconser-
vateurs Américains 4 la veille de I'intervention'en
Irak, se déroule aujourd’hui, mais de facon large-
ment imprévue. Israél se retrouve isolé, depuis la
récente volte-face de la Turquie-et les changements
majeurs intervenant actuellement en Egypte.

L'investissement de I'Irak, qui devait préluder a
une avancée de la démocratie en Orient, a surtout
eu pour conséquences l'accession au pouvoir des
chiites et des insuccés militaires des Etats-Unis en

I'’Arabie saoudite-qui n’avait cessé d’ceuvrer, depuis
larévolutionkhomeiniste, pour propageruncontre-
feusunnite:.Ils’agissait d’endiguer, entre autres gra-
e a I'appui donné a I'Afghanistan en lutte contre
I'Union soviétique, la renaissance offensive du chiis-
me.Récemment, 3 Bahrein, Riyad bloquait, par son
intervention militaire dissuasive, les revendica-
tions de la majorité chiite de I'ille face 4 un pouvoir
sunnite minoritaire et oppressif.

De facon globale, la montée de I'islamisme mili-
tant, du Maghreb au Machrek, est un succes immé-
diat pour I'Arabie saoudite. La Turquie tirera des
bénéfices politiques durble qu’elle va jouer dans la
chute du régime syrien. L'Iran ressemble de plus en
plus a une citadelle assiégée contre laquelle se livre
une guerre de I'ombre destinée a retarder le pro-

ramme nucléaire qui pourrait garantir sa sanctua-
risation.

La poussée généraledes islamistes plusoumoins
radicaux est le résultat des votes démocratiques qui
leur ont permis d’apparaitre au grand jour et du
patient travail entrepris depuis des décennies en
faveur des couches déshéritées.

«L’armée, seule force organisée en dehors
des Fréres musulmans et des salafistes,
conserve le pouvoir de jouer un role

perturbateur»

Parmi des situations contrastées reflétant des
conditions spécifiques, celle de I Egypte est essen-
tielle, non seulementparce'quela percée islamistey
est Ia plus considérable, mais parce que ce pays est

le centre de gravité démographique, politique et.

intellectuel du monde arabe. De surcroit, elle est,
avec la Jordanie, le seul pays arabe qui ait signé une
paix endue forme avecl'Etat d’Israél.

L’avenir économiqué du pays s’annonce sombre
et quelle.que soit la majorité qui, 4 I'évidence, sera
dominée par les partisans de I'islam politique, le
probléme de la croissance restera central. L’'armée,
seule force organisée en dehors des Fréres musul-

b

Irak et plus encore en Afghanistan, quia étélavicti- mans et des salafistes, conserve le pouvoirde jouer =~ Gérard Chaliand
me collatérale du projet des néoconservateurs. De  unrole perturbateur. est 'auteur
facon ironique, le président George W. Bush remet- EnlIrak, enfin, olt malgré le retraitofficiel de trou- notamment
tait le pouvoir a Bagdad entre les mains d'un allié  pes américaines, le personnel de 'ambassade étles  de « Géopolitique
objectif d’'un des pays de «]'axe diz Mal ». membres des compagnies de sécurité avoisinent des empires:
Ceuxquis'intéressental'histoire delarégionsur 25000 hommes, les firmes américaines bénéficient des pharaons
ladurée savent quel'lranchiiteaperduaudébutdu d'un marché lucratif. aYimperium
XVT*siécle ce qu'onappelleaujourd huil'Trak aupro- Cependant,lasituationreste incertaineetlesten- ‘américain»
fit de 'FEmpire ottoman, alors champion du sunnis- ~ sions interreligieuses vivesentre sunnites,encoura-  (Arthaud, 2010)
me. Au lendemain de I'intervention américaine, la gés par I'Arabie saoudite, qui réclament davantage etde
minorité sunnite qui dirigeait I'Irak depuisle man-  de pouvoir, et chiites, dont certains courants, tel «L'Impasse
dat britannique, institué apres la premiére guerre  celui de Mogtada Al-Sadr, sont fortement soutenus afghane»
mondiale, se voyait, 2 son grand dam, marginalisée  parl'lran. (Ed. de I'Aube,
par lamajorité chiite. La recomposition régionale est en plein dévelop- 158p;, 12 €)

Ce retournement s'opérait a la consternation de

pement.@
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A fresh challenge to Maliki

BAGHDAD

Radical cleric’s bloc
calls for Parliament to be
dissolved and early vote

BY MICHAEL S. SCHMIDT
AND JACK HEALY

A powerful political bloc led by the anti-
American cleric Moktada al-Sadr called
on Monday to dissolve the Iraqi Parlia-
ment and to hold early elections, a po-
tentially fatal blow to a power-sharing
government that has teetered on col-
lapse since American troops withdrew a
little more than a week ago.

In a statement posted on its Web site,
the Sadrists said scrapping the current

. government was the only way to steer-

Iraq out of a deepening political crisis
that has put Prime Minister Nuri Kamal
al-Maliki, a Shiite, at odds with.leaders
representing the country’s ' Sunni
minority. The statement constitutes the
first challenge to Mr. Mailiki from with-
in his Shiite coalition, a.sign that even if
his government survives, he has been
weakened.

“We have a lot of problems,” said
Baha al-Araji, a leading lawinaker with
the bloc. “The Americans, when they
came to Iraq, they gave power to some
biocs and some leaders. And they had
power.”

He added: ‘“We need new elections.”

The move by the Sadrists is not
enough to quickly bring down the gov-
ernment but does represent the first
crack in the ranks of the country’s Shiite
politicians, who have largely supported
Mr. Maliki’s government as it has pub-
licly accused Sunni leaders of conspir-

"ing .with terrorists. It was unclear

whether their gambit would go any-
where. The calls for a new election won

support from a leading member of the

predominately Sunni Iragiya coalition,
" one of the prime minister’s main antag-
- onists. But members of other powerful

Shiite groups quickly dismissed the .

calls for a new vote as hollow games-
manship. '

“This is ridiculous,” said Hassoun al-
Fatlawi, a member of the Shiite Islamic
Supreme Council of Iraq. ‘““The prob-
lems we have can be solved, but not this
way. Let them sit down together if they
really want to solve it.”

Even if the Sadrist proposal won over
a majority of Iraqgi lawmakers, the
group said it would take at least six

months to plan another round of elec-
tions. ’ _
The Sadrist movement provided cru-

cial support to heip Mr. Maliki seal.a

second term after last year’s indecisive
elections.

Canny populist political operators,
the Sadrists sensed there was opportu-
nity in Iraq’s political upheaval and may
simply be trying to exploit the recent
turmoil to extend the group’s power,
analysts said. :

The Sadrists calls for new elections
came as violence continued to plague
Baghdad. Around 7:30 a.m. on Monday,
a car packed with explosives attacked a
checkpoint in front of the Ministry of In-
terior, killing five people, including two
officers.

“When the explosion happened it was
so loud I couldn’t hear anything — 1 feit
like I was in a different world,” said
Ahmed Abed, 45, a taxi driver whose car
was damaged in the attack. “Whatam I
going to do now? I depend on this car for
supporting my family.”

The attack occurred just hours after
two iniprovised explosive devices were
detonated on Sunday night in the pre-

dominately Sunni area of Abu Ghraib,

which is policed mainly by Shiite securi-
ty officers. Four officers were killed in
that attack and four others were

‘wounded, officials said:
On Thursday morning, a series of ex-

plosions .across Baghdad killed more
than ‘60 people, marking the deadliest

~ day in the capital in more than a year.

No group claimed responsibility for
the attacks but they were similar to oth-
ers conducted by Al Qaeda in. Mesopot-
amia, the insurgent group accused of
trying to plunge the country back into a
sectarian conflict by pitting Sunnis and
Shiites against one another.

The Ministry of Interior has symbolic

importance in the political crisis that en-

gulfed the country as the last American
troops were withdrawing a little more
than a week ago. The crisis began when
a spokesman for the ministry, which is
controlled by Mr. Maliki, publicly ac-
cused .the country’s Sunni vice presi-
dent, Tariq al-Hashimi, of running a
death squad.

In a televised 'news conference, the
spokesmian waved a warrant for Mr.
Hashimi’s arrest in front of the cameras
and played videotaped confessions of
Mr. Hashimi’s ‘bodyguards saying he
was behind orders they received to kill
government officials, The accusations

- were a tipping point in a widening rift

between Mr. Maliki’s Shiite-led govern-

ment and leaders of the country’s Sunni
minority.

Amid the political turmoil and vio-
lence, Iraq appeared to be moving
closer to unwinding a standoff between
the government and 3,400 Iranian dissi-
dents livirig at a camp in eastern Iraq.

Under the deal announced late Sun-
day night by the United Nations office in
Baghdad, the members of the People’s
Mujahedeen of Iran would leave Camip
Ashraf, in Diyala Province in eastern
Iraq, and move to a former American
military base near Baghdad’s interna-

"tional airport.

The exiles are members of a.paramil-
itary group that has tried to topple
Iran’s government and is listed as a ter-
rorist group by the United States. They
were given refuge by Saddam Hussein
during his war with Iran, but the current
Iraqi government, with closer ties-to
Iran, has vowed to dismantle the out-
post by the end of the year.

Mr. Maliki, who fled to Iran to escape
a death warrant under Mr. Hussein,
gave the group a six-month extension
last week, suggesting some hope of
resolving the situation.

The U.N. refugee agency will to relo-
cate the residents to other countries,
most likely as refugees. American. offi-

“The Americans, when they
came to Iraq, they gave power
to some blocs and some
leaders. And they had power.”

cials and United Nations dipiomats
hailed. the deal as a major step that
could prevent a humanitarian catastro-

phe and avert a head-on confrontation -

between the camp’s residents and the
Iraqi security forces stationed just out-
side its perimeter. In April, dozens of
people inside Ashraf were killed after
the Iragi Army raided the camp.

The U.N. said it had spoken extensive-

iy with the camp’s residents about the

relocation, but it was unclear whether
they would accept the deal. A spokes-
man for the camp said in atelephone in-
terview on Monday that its residents

"had yet to see the terms of the formal

agreement signed by the Iraqi govern-
ment and U.N., and did not know wheth-
er it would offer adequate security guar-
antees.

““The most important thing is the pro-
tection of the lives of the 3,400 peaple at
the camp,’ said Shahriar Kia, the
spokesman. ‘‘That’s the main priority.”
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fessor at the Diyarbakir Dicle University.
"The PKK's strength does not stem from
the approximately 5,000 fighters in the
mountains, but from its widespread legiti-
macy among an important part of the
population. For every fighter that they kill,
another will go to join them."”

Coskun said that the PKK, too, was making
a mistake in escalating attacks and vio-
lence. "People here are tired of fighting.
The PKK's attempts to use the momentum
of the Arab spring to incite people to revolt
have failed.”

He believes that the Kurdish-aligned Peace
and Democracy BDP party should encou-
rage peaceful civil disobedience campaigns
again, and keep young Kurds from taking

up arms.

"There is a massive potential: they have a
party, civilian organisations, media, and a
very young and mobile mass of people,” he
said. "If they manage to gather 10,000
people in the streets of Diyarbakir, peace-
fully demanding mother tongue education,
the government would have to acknow-
ledge their request.”

This would also put in question the AKP
government's use of the "terrorist"” label.
"The unsuccessful civil disobedience cam-
paign [after the 2011 elections] scared the
government, because you cannot label civil
disobedience as terrorism," says Coskun.

In his butcher shop in the Diyarbakir city

centre, Metin Ozsanli, who is a member of
the peace committee that has been arbitra-
ting blood feuds, says: "My father has
ended 250 blood feuds, and I have ended
65. It is incredible to see that capacity for
forgiveness in people.”

He added: "We have to talk to both fami-

lies many, many times, visit them both

many times — when only one person has
been killed. But over 40,000 people have
died in this conflict.

"Prime minister [Recep Tayyip] Erdogan
should not give up this easily. It will take
many more talks with both sides to end
this feud, but I am hopeful that it will end
oneday." 000

ONAL

Herald o dm @ribune PECEMBER 23,2011

Arrests in Turkey signal
new fears of instability

ISTANBUL

BY SEBNEM AISSU
AND DAN BILEFSKY

The latest roundup by Turkey of dozens
of people, many of them journalists, sus-
pected of cooperating with Kurdish sep-
aratists comes amid concerns that the
U.S. withdrawal from Iraq could create
a security vacuum that destabilizes the
region.

The separatists, who belong to the
outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party, or
PK K, carry out attacks within Turkey
from bases in Iraqi Kurdistan, the semi-
autonomous northern region of Iraq.
Turkish officials say they fear the PX.K.

‘might now attack from Syria as well,

given Ankara’s strong stance against
the government of President Bashar al-
Assad and its crackdown against pro-
testers.

The police.detained at least 38 people
in dawn raids across Turkey on Tuesday.
The-operation, in Istanbul, Izmir, Diyar-
bakir and four other cities, followed the
arrests of hundreds of pro-Kurdish polit-
ical activists, including elected mayors
and leading academics, suspected of hav-
ing links to the PK.K., which has been
conducting an armed struggle for auton-
omy in the southeast. The group is listed
as a terrorist organization by Turkey, the
United Statés and the European Union.

Critics. question the government’s
true motives, because those arrested
have included prominent journalists, in-
tellectuals and academics who have ex-
pressed general support for the rights of
Kurds, a long-oppressed minority here.

Turkey already has some 67 reporters
injail, according to the Turkish Freedom
for Journalists Platform. The govern-
ment says they are not in jail for their

journalism. Human rights groups have
accused the government of abusing its
power by using the security apparatus
tojail those who challenge its policies.

Initial reports indicated that the ar-
rests focused not only on pro-Kurdish
media figures but also those from the
mainstream media who. occasionally
work with them. On Tuesday, several
hundred demonstrators gathered in the
center of Istanbul, holding signs saying
“Freedom for Journalists” and “We
Are All Kurds.”

Hasip Kaplan, deputy chairman of the
pro-Kurdish Peace and Democracy
Party, called the arrests an unlawful
clampdown by the governing Justice
and Development Party against gov-
ernment opponents. ‘“These operations
are neithet legal nor lawful’ he said.
““They are entirely political and lack any
legitimacy whatsoever.”

Johann Bihr of Reporters Without
Borders, an advocacy group based in
Paris. said in a statement that “the
Kurdish issue will not be solved by at-
tempts to suppress dissident views in
the name of combating terrorism.”

“The authorities must stop-trying to
criminalize journalism, including politi-
cally committed journalism,”’ he said.

The government has made a range of
moves to improve relations with Kurds,
including starting a Kurdish public tele-
vision channel and introducing private
Kurdish language courses. But many
Kurdish activists say they will not be
satisfied without a new constitution to
enshrine minority rights for the nearly
15 million Kiirds living in Turkey.

In November, Prime Minister Recep
Tayyip Erdogan apologized for the
killing of scores of Kurds at the end of
the 1930s. Mr. Erdogan’s apology re-
ferred to a previously classified state

document . that certified that 13,800
Kurds were killed from 1936 t0 1939 in air
and land attacks in Dersim Province,
later renamed Tunceli Province.

The arrests Tuesday included around
30 -journalists, among them Mustafa
Ozer, _.a photographer working for
Agence France-Presse. The French news
agency’s office in Ankara said his house
had been raided and he had been taken
away by the police. More than 10 journa-

“The authorities must stop

‘trying to criminalize

journalism, including
politically committed-
journalism.”

lists from the pro-Kurdish news agency
Dicle were also arrested, the state-run
Anatolian News Agency said. A lawyer
for Dicle told ' The Associated Press that
the police had entered the agency’s of-
fices to copy documents and hard drives.
" In Diyarbakir, the hub of Turkey’s
predominantly Kurdish southeast, the
police detained at least six people and
raided 10-houses and offiges belonging
to Dicle staff, officials said.

More than 150 pro-Kurdish activists
remain in jail facing charges of collabor-
ating with the PK.K. in an alternative
state structure at odds with the central
Turkish government. Many are on trial
in Diyarbakir, where a large courtroom
has been specially built. They are mostly
members of the Union of Kurdistan
Communities, which prosecutors say is
the political wing of the PX.K.,in charge
of recruitment and financial support.

Following an escalation of P.K.K. vio-
lence in recent months — including the
killing of 13 soldiers in July — the gov-
ernment in November ordered an in-
tense military air and artillery operation
against the group’s bases in northern
Iraq, even as it is still urging a peaceful
resolution to the Kurdish conflict.
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Iran issues
a threat to
block major
oil passage

WASHINGTON

Official vows to stop flow
through Gulf if new U.S.

sanctions are imposed

BY DAVID E. SANGER
AND ANNIE LOWREY

A senior Iranian official threatened Tues-
day to block all oil shipments through the
Strait of Hormuz if the United States
moved ahead with Congressionally-
mandated sanctions intended to drasti-
cally reduce Iran’s oil revenue.

The warning from Iran’s first vice
president, Mohammad Reza Rahimi,
came as President Barack Obama pre-
pared to sign legislation that would at-
tempt one of the most audacious eco-
nomic experiments in modern times:
Cutting the world’s third-biggest ex-
porter of crude oil in 2010 off from global
energy markets without raising the
price of gasoline or alienating some of
Washington’s closest allies.

. Apparently fearful of the expanded.

sanctions’ possible -impact on Iran’s

. economy and its place in world oil mar-
_kets, Mr. Rahimi, according to Iran’s of-

ficial news agency, said: ‘‘If they impose

"sanctions on Iran’s oil exports, then

even one drop of oil cannot flow from'the
Strait of Hormuz.” Iran just began a 10-
day naval exercise in.the area.

During recent interviews, Obama ad-
ministration officials have said that the
United States has developed a complex
plan to keep the Strait'of Hormuz — the
narrow ‘passage between the Gulf and

" the wider shipping lanesleading to the

Indian Ocean — open in the event of a
crisis. About one-fifth of the world’s oil
passes through the strait.

Merely uttering the threat appeared
part of an-Iranian effort to demonstrate
its ability to force oil prices up sharply
— thus slowing the U.S. economy — and
to warn American trading partners that
joining the new sanctions, which the
Senate passed by a rare 100-to-0 vote,
would come at a high cost. Oil prices
rose 1.6 percent, climbing above $100 a
barrel, in afternoon trading Tuesday in
the United States after the threat was is-

sued, though it was unclear how much”

that could be attributed to investors’
concern that a confrontation in the Guif
could disrupt oil flows.

The new punitive measures, part of a
bill financing the U.S. military, would be

a significant amplification of American
sanctions against Iran. They come justa
month and a half after the International
Atomic Energy Agency published a re-
port that laid out, for the first time, its
evidence that Iran may be secretly
working to design a nuclear warhead,
despite the country’s repeated denials.

For five years, the United States has
implemented increasingly severe sanc-
tions in an attempt to-force Iran’s lead-
ers to reconsider the suspected nuclear
weapons program, and answer. a grow-
ing list of questions from the LA.E.A. But
Washington has deliberately stopped
short of targeting oil exports, which fi-
nance up to half of Iran’s budget.

Now, with its hand forced by Con-
gress, the Obama administration is pre-

paring to take that final step, penalizing
foreign corporations that do business
with Iran’s central bank, which collects
payment for most of the country’s en-
€rgy exports.

In essence, the move would make it
impossible for those- who do business
with Iran’s central bank to also conduct
financial transactions ‘with- the United
States. It is seen as so severe that one of
Mr. Obama’s top national security aides
said two months ago it was “a last re-
sort,” and the administration raced to
put some loopholes in the final legisla-
tion so that it could reduce the impact on
close allies that have signied on to pres-
suring Iran. The legislation does allow
Mr. Obama to waive sanctions_if they
cause the price of oil to rise. or threaten
national security.

Still, the new sanctions raise crucial
economic, diplomatic, and security ques-
tions. Mr. Obama, his aides acknowl-
edge, has no interest.in seeing energy
prices rise drastically at a moment of na-
tional economic weakness or as he in-
tensifies his bid for re-election — a vul-
nerability the Iranians fully understand.
So the administration, if it is to be suc-
cessful, has to work with its allies in the
Organization of the Petroleum Export-
ing Countries to increase oil production
from other suppliersin a way that causes
the least disruption in the oil market.

“I don’t think anybody thinks we can
contravene the laws of supply and de-
mand any more than we can contravene
the laws of gravity,” said David S. Co-
hen, who, as Treasury under secretary
for terrorism and financial intelligence,

is responsible for administering the
sanctions. But “we have flexibility
hére,” he added, “and I think we have a
pretty good opportunity to dial this in
just the right way that it does end up
putting significant pressure on Iran.”
The U.S. effort, as described by Mr.
Cohen and others, is more subtle than
simply cutting off Iran’s ability to export
oil, a-step that. would immediately send
the price of gasoline, heating fuel, and
other petroleum products skyward.
That would “mean that Iran would, in
fact, have more money to fuel its nucle-
ar ambitions, not less,” Wendy R. Sher-
man, the newly installed under secre-

“If they impose sanctions on
Iran’s oil exports, then even
one drop of oil cannot flow
from the Strait of Hormuz.”

tary of state for political affairs, warned
the Senate Foreign Relations Commit-
tee this month..

Instead, the administration’s aimis to
reduce Iran’s oil revenue by diminish-
ing its volume of sales and forcing Iran
to give its customers a discount on-the
price of crude. That would require per-
suading every major oil importer in the
world to go along with the sanctions.

“You could imagine the Europeans,
the Japanese and the South Koreans co-
operating,” said Michael Singh, man-
aging director of the Washington Insti-
tute for Near East Policy. “And then
China would suck up all of the oil that
was initially going to everyone else.”

Some economists question whether
reducing Iran’s oil exports without mov-
ing the price of oil is feasible, even if the
market is given signals about alterna-
tive supplies.

“Either you have a partial embargo,
where some countries decide not to buy
from Iran and the country sells its oil to
someone else instead,” said James D.
Hamilton, a professor of economist at
the University of California, San Diego.
““That has no consequences for Iran or
the price of oil, whatsoever.”

Or, Mr. Hamilton said, ‘‘if you keep all
Iranian production off‘the market, it
would hurt .0il consumers as much or
more as it would hurt Iran’’ by causing
prices to increase. Already, analysts at
invéstment banks are warning of the
possibility of rising energy prices in
2012 because of the new sanctions by the
United States.

Since Mr. Obama’s first months in of-
fice, his aides have been talking to Saudi

.Arabia and other .suppliers about in-

creasing their production, and about
guaranteeing sales to countries like
‘China, among Iran’s-biggest customers.
But it is unclear whether the Saudiscan
fill in the gap left by Iran, even with the
help of Libyan oil that is coming back on
the market. The United States is also .
looking to countries, including Iraq and
Angola, to increase production.

Daniel Yergin, whose new book, “The
Quest,”’ describes the oil politics of deal--
ing with stateslike Iran, noted during an
interview that “given the relative tight-
ness of the market, it will require careful .
construction of the sanctions combined
with vigorous efforts to bring alterna-

-tive supplies into the market.”

He said that would ““add a whole new
dimension to the debate over the Key-
stone XL pipeline,” the oil pipeline from
Canada to the United States, that the ad-
ministration has sought to delay. While
that pipeline would have no effect on the
immediate situation because it would
take several years to complete, Mr. Yer-
gin noted that it “would carry a volume
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How to save Iraq from

Unless
America
pushes for
; a unity gov-
"ernment
-now, Iraqi
"hopes fora
democratic
future will
be de-
“stroyed.

Ayad Allawi
Osama al-Nujaifi
Rafe al-Essawi

BAGHDAD Iraq today stands on the
brink of disaster. President Obama kept
his campaign pledge to end the war
here, but it has not ended the way any-
one in Washington wanted. The prize,
for which so-many American soldiers
believed they were fighting, was a func-
tioning democratic and nonsectarian
state. But Iraq is now moving in the op-
posite direction — toward a sectarian
autocracy that carries with it the threat
of devastating civil war.

Since Iraq’s 2010 election, we have wit-
nessed the subordination of the state to
Prime Minister Nuri Kamal al-Maliki’s
Dawa party, the erosion of judicial inde-
pendence, the intimidation of opponents
and the dismantling of independent in-
stitutions intended to promote clean
elections and combat corruption. All of
this happened during the Arab Spring,
while other countries were ousting dic-
tators in favor of democracy. Iraghad a
chance to demonstrate, for the first time
in the modern Middle East, that political
power.could peacefully pass between
political rivals following proper elec-
tions. Instead, it has become a battle-
ground of sects, in which identity.politics
have crippled democratic development.

Weare, leaders of Iragiya, the polmc-
al'coalition that won the most seats in

" the 2010 electionand represents more

than a quarter of all Iragis. We do not

_'think of ourselves as Sunni or Shiite,

but as Iraqis, with a constituency span-
ning the entire country. We are now be-
ing hounded and threatened by Mr, Ma-
liki, who is attempting to drive us out of

Iraqi political life and create an author-
itarian one-party state.

In the past few weeks, as the U.S. mil-
itary presence ended, another military
force moved in to fill the void. Our
homes and offices in Baghdad’s Green
Zone were surrounded by Mr. Maliki’s
security forces. He has laid siege to our
party, and has done so with the blessing
of a politicized judiciary and law en-
forcement system that have become
virtual extensions of his personal office.
He has accused Iraq’s vice president,
Tariq al-Hashimi, of terrorism; moved
to fire Deputy Prime Minister Saleh al-
Mutlaq; and sought to investigate one
of us, Rafe al-Essawi, for specious links
to insurgents — all immediately after
Mr. Maliki returned to Iraq from Wash-
ington, wrongly giving Iraqis the im-
pression that he’d been given carte
blanche by the United States to do so.

After Vice President Joseph R. Biden

Jr. urged all parties to maintain a unity
government on Dec. 16, Mr. Maliki
threatened to form a government that
completely excluded Iraqgiya and other
opposition voices. Meanwhile, Mr. Ma-
liki is welcoming into the political pro-
cess the Iranian-sponsored Shiite mili-
tia group Asaib Ahl al-Haq, whose
leaders kidnapped and killed five
American soldiers and murdered four
British hostages in 2007.

It did not have to happen this way. The
Iraqi people emerged from the bloody
transition after the fall of Saddam Hus-
sein’s regime hoping for a brighter fu-
ture. After the 2010 election, we felt there
was areal opportunity to create a new
Iraq that could be amodel for the region.
We needed the United States to protect
the political process, to prevent viola-
tions of the Constitution and to help de-
velop democratic institutions.

For the sake of stability, Iragiya

agreed tojoin the national unity govern-
ment following a landmark power-shar-
ing agreement reached a year agoin Er-
bil. However, for more than a year now
Mr. Maliki has refused to implement
this agreement, instead concentrating
greater power in his own hands. As part
of the Erbil agreement, one of us, Ayad
Allawi, was designated to head a pro-
posed policy council but declined this
powerless appointment because Mr.
Maliki refused to share any decision-

_ making authority.

: After the 2010 elec-
:xi:?eﬁl;g tion, Mr. Maliki as-
M aliki. who is sumed the roles of

A . minister of the interi-
trying todrive o minister of de- -
usout of poli-  fense and minister
tics and create  for national security.
an authorit- (He has since deleg-
arian one- ated the defense and
part national security

state. portfolios to loyalists
without parlianienta-

ry approval.) Unfortunately, the United
States continued to support Mr. Maliki
after he reneged on the Erbil agreement
and strengthened security forces that
operate without democratic oversight.
Now America is working with Iraqis
to convene another national conference
to resolve the crisis. We welcome this
step and are ready to resolve our prob-
lems peacefully, using the Erbil agree-
ment as a starting point. But first, Mr.
Maliki’s office must stop issuing direct-

_ ives to military units, making unilateral

military appointments and seeking to
influence the judiciary; his national se-
curity adviser must give up complete
control over the Iraqi intelligence and
national security agencies, which are
supposed to be independent institutions
but have become a virtual extension of
Mr. Maliki’s Dawa party; and his Dawa

civil war

loyalists must give up control of the se-
curity units that oversee the Green
Zone and intimidate political opponents.
The United States must make clear
that a power-sharing government is the
only viable option for Iraq and that
American support for Mr. Maliki is con-
ditional on his fulfilling the Erbil agree-
ment and dissolving the unconstitution-
al entities through which he now rules.
Likewise, U.S. assistance to Iraq’s
army, police and intelligence services

‘must be conditioned on those institu-

tions being representative of the nation
rather than one sect or party.

For years, we have sought a strategic
partnership with America to helpus
build the Iraq of our dreams: a national-
ist, liberal, secular country, with demo-
cratic institutions and a democratic cul-
ture. But the American withdrawal may
leave us with the Iraq of our nightmares:
a country in which a partisan military
protects a sectarian, self-serving regime
rather than the people or the Constitu-
tion; the judiciary kowtows to those in
power; and the nation’s wealth is cap-
tured by a corrupt elite rather than in-
vested in the development of the nation.

We are glad that your brave soldiers
have made it home for the holidays and
we wish them peace and happiness. But
as Iraq once again teeters on the brink,
we respectfully ask America’s leaders
to understand that unconditional sup-
port for Mr. Maliki is pushing Iraq
down the path to civil war. -

Unless America acts rapidly to help
create a successful unity government,
Iraqis doomed.

AYAD ALLAWI, leader of the Iragiya coali-
tion, was Iraq’s prime minister from
2004-5. 0SAMAAL-NUSAIR is the speaker of.
the Iraqi Parliament. RAFE AL-ESSAWI- is
Iraq’s finance minister.
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Kurds look to
old enemies
for survival

BY JASON PACK

THE AUSTRALAIN

INCE the invasion of

Iraq in 2003, the US
has been allied with the
Kurds in their drive for
regional autonomy.
Washington has been
committed to maintai-
ning the territorial inte-
grity and sovereignty of
the Iraqi state. As a result,
the Bush and Obama
administrations have fai-
led to articulate a clear
policy objective with res-
pect to future US ties with
the Kurdistan Regional
Government.

The.US has left the field with-
out formalising its role as
security guarantor or nation-
builder in Iraqi Kurdistan. In
an uncertain Middle East, the
Kurds must find a new patron
to protect their quasi-inde-
pendence, which Iraqi Prime
Minister Nouri al-Maliki
would apparently like to nulli-

fy.

Lacking access to the sea and
entirely dependent on outside
expertise to develop their oil
sector, the Kurds cannot pur-
sue an isolationist policy.
With Syria in turmoil, Iran
attempting to dominate
Baghdad through Maliki and
US regional power in irre-
versible decline, only Turkey
can offer the KRG political
protection, sufficient techni-
cal expertise, and access to
Western markets for its
hydrocarbons. Despite the
past century of animosity
between Kurds and Turks, it is
clear that their long-term
interests have increasingly
aligned over the past years.

In the wake of the US with-
drawal, the central govern-
ment in Baghdad has
descended into an ail-too-pre-
dictable crisis with overtly
sectarian implications threat-
ening Iraq's continued exis-
tence as a functional state.
Only the Kurdish region
remains unscathed thus far.

Arab Sunnis feel threatened
by Maliki's ties to Iran and
attempts to centralise power
at their expense. They see his
attack on Sunni Vice-
President Tariq al-Hashemi as
a threat to their community's
independent voice in central
government affairs. As such,
recent events have provoked
demonstrations for greater
regional autonomy in the
Sunni-majority  provinces.
Should things continue on
this trajectory, the Sunnis
may sue Maliki for a divorce,
asking to follow the Kurdish
model, and the fragmentation
of the Iraqi state would be
complete.

The KRG already possesses a
large degree of authority and
independence of action within
Iraq's constitutional frame-
work. Were Maliki to try to
resurrect Saddam Hussein's
centralised state in a Shia
guise, it would be no surprise
if Iraqi Sunnis rallied behind
the banner of increased feder-
alism and found common
cause with the Kurds. It is
meaningful that al-Hashemi
fled to Kurdistan for protec-
tion from the Iraqi central
government.

The under-reported aspect of
this story and the US with-
drawal is how Iraqi Kurdistan
is affected. To investigate this,

I joined an informal American
research  delegation to
Kurdistan. We held candid
discussions with leading KRG
ministers, whose message was
clear and forceful: despite
considerable economic
growth during the past decade
and increasing security,
Kurdish leaders feel aban-
doned by the US. They won-
der if their 20 years of protec-
tion, first under a no-fly zone
and then by the US military
presence in Iraq, have been
prematurely ended. In the
words of Falah Mustafa Bakir,
head of the KRG's department
of foreign relations: "The
Americans have conducted
rebuilding  projects in
Baghdad and have invested
vast amounts of resources
into building the Iraqi nation-
al army, yet they have neglect-
ed their proven allies in
Kurdistan. They continue to
arm the Iraqi army while
neglecting the  Kurdish
Peshmerga, who supported
the Americans throughout the
2003-11 war."

Bakir's pleas for concrete sup-
port have fallen on deaf ears.
"If America wanted to
strengthen its alliance with
the Kurdistan Region, it has a
whole range of tools at its dis-
posal,” he said. "It could
encourage its allies in the
Middle East and the Arab

world to further support the -

KRG, lift the Kurdistan
Region from the State
Department's travel advisory,
and provide further incentives
for US companies to work
here.”

The Kurds are not ready for
independence, yet they must
strengthen their military,
economy and regional ties to
prepare for the day when for-
mal independence becomes a
necessity to escape the preda-
tions of Baghdad and Tehran.
They know they need a pro-
tector. The Kurdish political
elites appear unanimous in
wanting that power to be the

US, but they feel forsaken yet
again.

What appears to not be
understood in Erbil is that the
US troop withdrawal was a
necessity for Barack Obama
and that it is irreversible. The
US President had to fulfil his
electoral promises, promote
Iraqi  self-reliance  and
attempt to recast America's
stigmatised imperial relation-
ship with the region.

Ankara has watched the

decline of US influence and-

stepped into the void. Fouad
Hussein, chief of staff to
Massoud Barzani, leader of
the Kurdistan Democratic
Party and President of the
KRG, says: "The struggle in
the Middle East represents a
Cold War between Iran and
Turkey. Both powers have
gained in influence as a result
of the Arab Spring and skilful
backing of emerging actors."

Turkish companies dominate
the construction and import-
export sectors in the KRG,
and since the rise of Prime
Minister Recep  Tayyip
Erdogan Turkey's relationship
with the KRG has become less
ideological. The Turks can
foresee a future where most
Kurdish oil transits through
Turkey to reach Western mar-
kets. Increased federalism in
Iraq  benefits Turkey;
increased centralisation of
authority favours Iran.

Conventional wisdom holds
that Iran is the primary bene-
ficiary of the US withdrawal.
Viewed from Kurdistan,
Turkey appears to be the main
beneficiary of both the Arab
Spring and the US withdraw-
al. KRG is likely to increasing-
ly align itself with Turkey,
which is gradually growing
into its neo-Ottoman role as
the regional superpower from
Libya to Iraq.

Qoa

73









76

Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

m 27 December 2011

'Early election debate surrounds Iraq,
disintegration worries Turkey

TODAY’S ZAMAN WITH REUTERS,
ANKARA

As an increasing risk of a conflict
along sectarian and ethnic lines
looms over the Iraqi horizon, the head
of an influential Shiite bloc, Mogtada al-
Sadr, has suggested that Iraq could opt
for early elections to resolve conflicts in
the country, as a growing rift between
the Sunni and Shiite blocs of the Iraqi
coalition alarms the US and neighbo-
ring countries, including Turkey.

“We are in a new phase and have
found a lot of problems that give no
stability to Irag. So we will discuss this
subject with the National Alliance
because we are part of it,” Bahaa al-
Araji, the head of Sadr’s bloc, said in a
statement relayed by the Reuters news
agency on Tuesday. Sadr also called
for “new and early elections” in the
country, in the hope that the dispute
might better be resolved through elec-
tions and prevent further bloodshed in
the country.

Sadr’s reaction came days after Shiite
Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki pressed
for the arrest of Sunni Vice President
Tariq al-Hashemi, a powerful rival, as
well as the resignation of his deputy,
another influential Sunni official, Saleh
al-Mutlaq. Maliki’'s moves were inter-
preted by Hashemi and the Sunni bloc
as attempts at taking key posts under
Shiite control, while “framing” Sunni
officials to force them out of office until
no strong opposition is left in the coun-
try. Hashemi, in various interviews with
international and Turkish media outlets
last week, further alleged that Maliki
would seek removal of Kurdish seniors
from the coalition government, so that
he would stand as the sole authority in
his “one-man autocracy” in fraq.

While Turkish officials expressed con-
cern over the fast-paced movement in
Iraq following the US deparfure from
the country, they also said they feared
increased terrorism inside Iraq, based

on the excuse that the government is
not capable of representing all blocs.
Last week, multiple bombings in
Baghdad caused havoc in the country,
killing dozens of people, mostly Shiites,
recalling recent lraqi history when
thousands died in a matter of weeks in

- clashes between Shiites and Sunnis.

On Tuesday, an al-Qaeda affiliate in
Iraq claimed responsibility for the
bloodbath, Reuters reported, citing a
US-based intelligence group that mon-
itors communication between insur-
gents.

The al-Qaeda branch also posted
statements on Islamist websites on
Monday, and the attacks carried out in
Baghdad were to demonstrate support
for Sunni prisoners, Reuters said. Prior
to the claim of responsibility, it was
speculated that the bombings were in
response to the arrest warrant for
Hashemi, coupled with the parliamen-
tary protest of Iraqiya, the Sunni party
that won the most votes in the lIraqi
elections but fell short of forming the
government when Shiites united in one
single bloc under the banner of
National Alliance. lragiya has been
protesting the government for more
than a week, based on the conviction
that Maliki would not heed calls for
sharing power in key posts, including
the interior and defense ministries.

Sadr’s Shiite bloc supported Maliki to
power, as well as other Shiite groups,
and the fact that Sadr is now suggest-
ing early elections might be a hint that
Shiite opinion is divided over the future
of the country. “Elections are an option
that could prevent more blood from
spilling in Iraq and might be a tangible
one since the US did not care much for
the storm that erupted after its depar-
ture,” Aladdin Yalginkaya, chairman of
the international relations department
of Sakarya University, told Today’s
Zaman on Tuesday, as he restated that
all parties, but mostly Turkey, were
worried about the situation in lraq, the
fallout of which could seriously affect

the region.

“The possibility looks grim but the only
way out for Iraq is for the blocs to rec-
ognize the existence and rightful
claims of the others,” Yalginkaya
added, as he welcomed the Shiite ini-
tiative for new elections as a sign that
“the Shiite bloc does not consist only of
Maliki.” The academic suggested that
leaders of Shiite, Sunni and Kurdish
blocs in the country need to “sit around
a table and negotiate,” since various
signs of a sectarian strife and civil war
were visible on the Iraqgi horizon, refer-
ring to the recent conflict between the
blocs after the US era.

As the ruling Shiite bloc tries to push
most senior Sunni officials out of the
picture with regard to the fragile Iraqi
power sharing, bloodshed flows in the
streets of Baghdad, which has been
left without the protection of US troops,
who pulled out around 10 days ago
and left the Iraqi government in charge
of running its own business. However,
Hashemi, who is now wanted by the
Baghdad government on charges of
running a hit squad to murder political
rivals, stated it was not possible for the
blocs to negotiate, now that Maliki has
“destroyed years of efforts” for recon-
ciliation.

Although the coalition government
houses representatives from Sunni,
Shiite and Kurdish backgrounds, the
alleged attempts by the Shiite bloc to
hoard power could make Shiite Prime
Minister Maliki the most powerful man
in the country. The possibility of the re-
emergence of sectarian unrest again
alerts officials, dividing the Shiite bloc
as the most powerful Sunni party,
Iragiya, threatens to withdraw from the
cabinet if a resolution is not reached
soon.O0
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Analysis: Iraqi Kurds maneuver
in political minefield

RBIL, Iraq (Reuters) -
Iragi Kurds, at odds

with Prime Minister
Nuri al-Maliki over oil and
power, have thrown down
another challenge to the Shi'ite-
led central government by giv-
ing refuge to lIraq's Sunni
Muslim vice-president, despite
a Baghdad warrant for his
arrest.

The Kurds, whose kingmaking
role in Iragi electoral politics
has been eroded by Maliki's
assertion of his own authority,
will try to use Vice-President
Tareq al-Hashemi's plight to
gain leverage in their own dis-
putes with Baghdad, analysts
say.

They, like Maliki and other
Iraqi politicians, are playing for
high stakes in a potentially
destabilizing game following
the U.S. withdrawal from a
nation whose ethnic and sectar-
ian struggles may be affected
by the uprising in Syria next
door.

Shi'ite factions which emerged
as winners from the U.S. inva-
sion of Iraq fret that a Sunni
government may replace
Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad, an ally of Shi'ite Iran,
and embolden Iragi Sunnis
whose heartlands border Syria.

"The fact that the Kurds have
ended up in the middle of this
crisis - and are likely being lob-
bied by the U.S. to resolve the
crisis rather than exacerbate it -
means that they are returning
to their kingmaker role once
again,” said Gala Riani, an ana-
Iyst at IHS Global Insight.

"It is likely that the Kurds will
lay low, not inflame the situa-
tion and try to mediate whilst
at the same time strengthen

their hands vis-a-vis the federal
government to try to resolve
some outstanding issues.”

The Kurds are disgruntled over
Maliki's failure to keep promis-
es to solve long-standing dis-
putes over oil contracts, land
and constitutional rights that
the Shi'ite leader made when
he formed his power-sharing
government last year

They also fear Maliki is consol-
idating power in his own
hands and sidelining old Sunni
rivals such as Hashemi and his
own deputy Saleh al-Mutlaq.
Maliki asked parliament to fire
Mutlaq for comparing him
with deposed leader Saddam
Hussein.

DEATH SQUADS

Baghdad ordered Hashemi's
arrest this month over accusa-
tions that he was running
death squads, a charge he
denies.

Maliki has asked the regional
government in semi-
autonomous Kurdistan to hand
Hashemi over, but it seems
unlikely to comply.

Kurdish sources said the deci-
sion to protect Hashemi was
not taken lightly, given its
potential to exacerbate tensions
between Arbil and Baghdad.
Handing him back would be
far worse, not only for relations
between Shi'ites and Sunnis,
but also between Kurds and
Sunnis, they said.

Parts of Kirkuk, Nineveh and
Diyala provinces, neighboring
the three provinces that make
up Iraqi Kurdistan, are territo-
ries disputed between Kurds
and Sunni Arabs.

"Maliki wants to marginalize
the Sunnis and doesn't want to
meet the Kurdish demands and
this is not acceptable,” said
Salahaddin Babaker,

spokesman for the Kurdistan
Islamic Union.

Maliki's State of Law bloc is in
power thanks to the Kurds,
who supported him in return
for written pledges to resolve
issues such as a long-awaited
oil and gas law, the disputed
territories and pay for the
Kurdish peshmerga security
forces.

The Sunni-supported Iraqiya
bloc won the most seats in a
March 2010 parliamentary elec-
tion, but could not forge a rul-
ing coalition. It won some key
posts in an eventual power-
sharing deal. Hashemi and
Mutlaq are prominent leaders
in Iraqiya.

"Iragiya and State of Law blocs
want  Kurdish  support,”
Babaker said. "It is natural to
sympathize with Iraqiya and
their leaders, but we can use
this (the Hashemi dispute) as a
way to pressure Maliki to meet
the Kurdish demands."

The Kurds are seeking a better
hand in talks with Maliki's gov-
ernment over the disputed ter-
ritories and Kurdish oil deals
with U.S. oil major Exxon
Mobil, which Baghdad says are
illegal.

Since Iraq's sectarian carnage
in 2006-07, the central govern-
ment in Baghdad has grown
stronger, violence has fallen
and political coalitions have
become more cross-sectarian,
trends that recent power strug-
gles may call into question.

DREAMS OF STATEHOOD

The Kurds have much tolose in
their northern enclave.

Brutally suppressed under
Saddam, they became one of
the nation's most cohesive
political forces after the 2003
U.S.-led invasion, strengthened
by U.S. support and by main-

taining their own unity, forged
after an intra-Kurdish civil war
in the 1990s.

After the 1991 Gulf War,
Western powers and Turkey
created a safe haven in north-
ern Iraq for Kurds, who since
the 2003 invasion have sought
to use their natural resources to
start building a modern quasi-
state within a federal Iraq.

Iraqi Kurdistan, dubbed “the
other Iraq,” has its own min-
istries, parliament and security
forces. Red, white, and green
Kurdish flags flutter over
buildings in Arbil, the Kurdish
capital and seat of the regional
government.

Arbil is packed with new high-
rise buildings and shopping
malls. Newly built ring roads
and overpasses teem with
shiny Korean and Japanese cars
and the occasional high-end
off-roader.

Kurdistan has attracted foreign
investment and given its resi-
dents better security and living
standards than in the rest of
Iraq, where bombs and power
cuts are part of everyday life.

Kurds have Iong dreamt of
independence, but the north-
ern region, surrounded by
Syria, Turkey and Iran, still
depends largely on Iraq, mak-
ing nationhood unrealistic for
now.

Kurdistan faces shelling and air
strikes from neighboring
Turkey and Iran aimed at
camps run by Kurdish rebel
groups, the PKK and PJAK,
hiding out in Iraq’s mountain
borderlands.

And despite foreign invest-
ment in real estate and tourism,
Kurdistan depends on its 17
percent share of the federal
budget, based on its popula-
tion. About 95 percent of that
budget comes from Iraq's near-
ly 2.2 million barrels per day of
oil exports.

Nevertheless, its relative suc-
cess has made the Kurdish
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