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LECRIVAIN KURDE MAHMUT BAKSI EST
MORT A STOCKHOLM

"écrivain et journaliste kurde
Mahmut Baksi est décédé le
mardi 19 décembre a 19h a
Stockholm des suites d'une
longue maladie.

Il était né en 1944, a Kozluk, au
Kurdistan de Turquie. Aprés des études
secondaires, il se lanca, des 1976, dans
le journalisme et I'action syndicale. En
1969, il publia son premier roman,
Mezra Botan, s'inspirant de la vie des
Kurdes de son enfance. Ses écrits, ses
activités en faveur du peuple kurde et
son syndicalisme lui valurent une série
de procés. Menacé des années de
prison, en Turquie, il se réfugia d'abord

en Allemagne puis, en 1971, en Suede
ol il était devenu un écrivain et une
personnalité reconnus.

Il fut notamment journaliste du
quotidien social-démocrate Aftonbladet et
I'unique membre d’origine étrangére du
Bureau exécutif de I'Union des
écrivains suédois. Membre de I'Institut
kurde de Paris, depuis 1986, il en
devint, de 1996 a 2000 membre du
conseil d'administration.

Auteur d'une vingtaine de livres dont .

certains sont traduits en langues
étrangeres  (suédois, norvégien,
allemand, finnois, turc et frangais),

M. Baksi exerca, jusqu'a sa mort, son
métier de journaliste dans la presse
suédoise et kurde. Il a également réalisé
des reportages et des documentaires
pour la télévision suédoise.

Les éditions 1'Harmattan avaient
récemment publié son récit
autobiographique Mon enfance au
Kurdistan.

Une cérémonie 2 sa mémoire a eu lieu
le samedi 23 décembre a Stockholm, &
I'initiative de la Fédération des
associations du Kurdistan en Suede et
de I'Institut kurde et en présence de sa
famille. Conformément a ses derniéres
volontés son corps sera enterré a
Diyarbakir.
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LA TURQUIE SIGNE UN “ PARTENARIAT

D’ADHESION ” AVEC LUNION EUROPEENNE

ES Quinze ont affirmé, le 4
décembre, étre finalement
parvenus a éviter une crise
sérieuse sur le ‘partenariat
d'adhésion” proposé a la
Turquie et & arracher un accord entre
Grecs et Turcs, a l'issue d'un travail
qualifié de véritable ‘marqueterie”.

Il'y a eu un ‘“travail important sur les mots”
utilisés dans le document de ‘partenariat
d adhésion”, qui définit 1a route 2 suivre
par la Turquie pour adhérer a 'UE.
C'était ‘presque de la marqueterie”, a lancé
aprés une rencontre ministérielle le chef
de la diplomatie frangaise’ Hubert
Védrine, dont le pays assure la
présidence tournante de I'UE jusqu'a
fin décembre 2000, pour donner une
idée de la difficulté qu'il y a eu a
trouver une solution.

Ankara ne voulait pas entendre parler
de l'inscription du probleme de Chypre
dans les critéres politiques a court
terme devant étre réglés par la Turquie
avant la fin de 2001, contrairement a ce
que souhaitait la Gréce. Le
ressentiment et l'inquiétude de la
Turquie étaient d’autant plus forts que
I'accomplissement des critéres
politiques, dits ‘critéres de Copenhague”,
est indispensable pour qu'un pays
candidat a I'UE puisse engager les
négociations d'adhésion a I'Union.

Selon des sources européennes
toutefois, les sujets litigieux entre
Athenes et Ankara restent mentionnés,
mais dans un chapitre du partenariat
d’adhésion intitulé “dialogue politique
renforcé et critéres politiques”, Ce chapitre
fait “référence a une solution densemble au
probléme de Chypre”, ainsi qu' "au réglement
pacifique des différends’, une allusion aux
questions territoriales de la Mer Egée,
“en accord avec Ia Charte des Nations Unies”.

* Le chapitre se situe en droite ligne des

décisions du sommet européen de
Helsinki, en décembre 1999, au cours
dugquel les Quinze avaient permis a la
Turquie d'accéder au statut de candidat
3 I'UE, sans pouvoir cependant
engager déja des négociations
d'adhésion. .

A 1a veille du sommet européen de -

Nice, les Quinze ont ainsi pu éviter une
crise sérieuse entre la Gréce et la
Turquie.

Cependant la Turquie est restée en
marge du convoi de I'élargissement a

‘Tissue de ce sommet, aprés avoir passé

sa premiére année de candidature 3
débattre sans avancée notable des
réformes politiques indispensables a
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son intégration au Club européen. Elle
s'est offusquée qu'elle ne soit méme pas
mentionnée dans les conclusions du
sommet de Nice.

“ Ils auraient pu inclure une petite explication.
11 est évident qu'ils ont négligé ce point. Ils
aurafent pu étre plus ateentifs de fagon & ne
pas créer un malaise de notre cité”, a
commenté un diplomate turc.

“On n'accorde pas encore 4 la Turquie Ia place
quon lui a officiellement donnée & Helsinki”,
a reconnu un diplomate européen sous
couvert de I'anonymat. “En toile de fond,
il y a une série d'hésitations” a 1'égard de ce
pays, a-t-il ajouté. “ De son cité, la Turquie
ne fait pas suffisamment pour montrer qu elle
est candidate”, a-t-il estimé.

“Le fait que la Turquie nait méme pas été
mentionnée renforce le camp de cewx qui sont
opposés en Turquie & son adhésion”, estime
de son c6té un éditorialiste du
quotidien libéral ¥ni Binyl.

PLUS DE 30 MORTS DANS LES OPERATIONS
MILITAIRES CONRE LES GREVISTES DE LA
FAIM DANS LES PRISONS TURQUES

U 61%™ jour de la gréve de
la faim lancée par 250
détenus liés aux groupes de
gauche protestant contre le
projet de nouvelles prisons,
dites de type F- (cellules pour 2 2 3
personnes que les détenus qualifient de
“ cercueils " et remplagant le systeme
actuel de dortoirs de 50 & 60 personnes)
I'armée turque a, le 19 décembre, donné
I'assaut. Lopération a fait au moins 19
morts, dont deux militaires. Les
tentatives de médiation avaient été
interrompues le 15 décembre.

- C'est a I'arme automatique que les

gendarmes ont investi les établissements
pénitentiaires. Des policiers appuyés par
des gendarmes, corps d'armée chargé
d'assurer la sécurité dans les prisons,

ont lancé simultanément des opérations
de “sauvetage " a 05h00 contre une
vingtaine de prisons a travers la
Turquie-. Il s'agit des prisons de

- Bayrampasa et d'Umraniye 2 Istanbul,

d'Ulucanlar a Ankara, ainsi qu'a
Ceyhan, ‘Bursa, Aydin, Buca, Usak,
Canakkale, Kirsehir, Kahramanmaras,
Nigde et Cankiri.

Selon le ministre turc de la justice,
Hikmet Sami Turk, parmi les victimes,
au moins deux se seraient suicidées des
les premiéres heures de I'assaut en
s'immolant par le feu. Une détenue a
Umraniye se serait immolée et jetée
contre les forces de I'ordre qui auraient
riposté par des coups de feu. M. Turk a
d’autre part confirmé le début des
transferts dans la prison de type F de




Sincan alors que qu'il avait reporté, le 9
décembre, I'entrée en fonction du
nouveau systéme carcéral a une date
ultérieure,

* [is ont briké vives six femmes ! ", hurlaient

deux prisonnieres sur des civiéres,
arborant des brilures au visage, alors
qu'elles étalent transportées vers un
hopital. Ces scenes diffusées par la
chaine CNN-Turk, contredisent les
déclarations du ministre de la Justice
qui parle, lul, d'immolations de
détenus.

A Istanbul, Me Eren Keskin, responsable
local de I'assoctation turque des droits de
I'homme (IHD) et une trentaine de
personnes ont été placés en garde-a-vue,
suvi dans la journée de nombreuses autres
détentions. Les familles des détenus se sont
également rendues sur les lieux exigeant
des nouvelles de leurs proches. Depus une
quinzaine de jours les députés kurdes,
Orhan Dogan, Leyla Zana, Hatip Dide et
Selim Sadak avaient eux aussi rejoint le
mouvement de protestation. Les gendarmes
sont intervenus dans leur dortor et ont
voulu les hospitaliser. Devant leur refus, iis
n'ont pas usé de la force pour les y
contraindre.

Selon les témoignages recueillis par
I'association turque des droits de
I'homme, les détenus déclarent que  Jes
policiers nous ont d abord arrosées d'un liquide
puis nous ont brilées *. Les responsables
de la Chambre des médecins
confirment cette version.

On rappelle par ailleurs que les
victimes sont des militants connus pour
leur combativité et percus comme des
“ meneurs " par les autorités turques.
Tout porte & croire qu'ils ont été
froidement assassinés par I'armée A la
faveur de la confusion des opérations.
Lors des attaques similaires dans la
prison de Diyarbakir, une dizaine de
détenus kurdes avaient été assassinés.
Plus récemment au cours d'une attaque
contre Ia prison centrale d'Ulucanlar

d’Ankara, une douzaine de détenus

" auraient été achevés dans la cour de la

prison sous les regards impuissants des
autres prisonniers, dont les députés
kurdes détenus. Les procés contre les
auteurs de ces massacres n'ont jamais
aboutl.

Instruite des expériences du passé,
I'armée turque a mené cette fois-ci ses
opérations selon un plan minutieux
préparé depuis un an dans les détails y
compris les volets diplomatique et
médiatique. Les grévistes de la faim
désarmés sont présentés comme des
extrémistes de gauche dangereux.

La presse turque ne fait écho que des
déclarations officielles et les récalcitrants
sont de suite appelés a I'ordre. La
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diffusion de la chaine d'information
NTV a été interrompue le 21 décembre
dans la matinée par la police alors que
le correspondant relatait en direct
I'opération de la police. Le directeur
général des prisons, Ali Suat Ertosun,
s'en est vivement pris aux journalistes
turcs : “ Ne posez pas de questions, qui
mettent en doute |attitude et Je comportement
de I'Etat *, a-t-1l averti.

La Commission européenne a réagi
avec prudence s'affirmant * préoccupée
par les atteintes aux droits de 'homme.
De son c6té le porte-parole du ministére
frangais des affaires étranggres, Francois
Rivasseau, a déclaré : “ nous sommes
consternés par l'issue de la gréve de la faim
dans les prisons turques "

- PARUTION DU N2 D'’ETUDES KURDES

E numéro 2 de la revue
semestrielle de I'Institut
kurde Etudes kurdes vient de
paraitre,

Au sommaire de ce numéro :

o Les princes kurdes merwanides et les savants
syriaques, Ephrem-Isa YOUSIF ; o Le
vétement comme révélateur de | intégration des
réfugiés  kurdes d'Irak, Chirine
MOHSENI ;  Quelques considérations sur
le développement de la littérature kurde au
Kurdistan d’Irak entre 1991 et 1999,
Farhad PIRBAL ; ¢ Quid de Ia démocratie

& deux minutes du troisiéme millénaire 7 Sami
SELQUK ; o Une recherche européenne sur
la communauté kurde de France, Salih
AKIN ; o Deux lettres de Chérif Pacha 4
Benito Mussolini, Mirella GALLETTI ; ¢
Kurdistan in the Shadow of History et The
Other Kurds. Yazidis in Colonial Irag, Hamit
Bozarslan ; Tros disparitions : ¢ A.
BABAKHAN, I. AHMED et P.
RONDOT ; Chronologie Chronologie
des événements, Riis,en Werdi.

Etudes kurdes est diffusée par les Editions
I'Harmattan et I'Institut kurde.

AINSI QUE...

. L'ARMEE TURQUE
INTERVIENT AU KURDISTAN
IRAKIEN OU LES COMBATS
ENTRE LE PKK ET L'UPK
S'INTENSIFIENT. Larmée turque a
déployé le 17 décembre au matin plus
de 700 soldats et I'artillerie lourde

autour de la région de Raniya et
Qandil, au Kurdistan d'Irak a environ
300 kn 2 l'intérieur, pour attaquer les
camps du PKK de la région. La
nouvelle incursion turque qui n'a méme
plus I'alibi du “ droit de poursuite ’,
puisque le PKK ne combat plus en




Turquie, viole ouvertement le droit
international. -

Selon le quotidien arabe anglophone Al-
Zaman, daté du 19 décembre, Ankara
serait appelé a la rescousse de I'Union
patriotique du Kurdistan (UPK), qui
serait mise a mal dans les derniers
combats par le PKK qui aurait engagé
3000 combattants dans la région. Le 21
décembre, dans le quotidien arabe Al-
Sharq al-Awsat, Adil Murad, un des
responsables d'UPK, a nié les faits en
soulignant que “ Ja situation & Raniyah est
stable et pacifique. Concernant | armée turque,
le monde entier sait que depuis des années
l'armée s'introduit au Kurdistan irakien en
prétextant combattre le PKK . -

1 reste difficile a chiffrer le nombre de

victimes des affrontements, mais selon .

certains témoignages il y en aurait
“ plusieurs centaines " dans la_région.
Selon le quotidien Al-Hayat du 22
décembre, le chef du PKK, Abdullah
Ocalan aurait adressé une lettre a son
frere Osman Ocalan, basé a la frontiere
irako-iranienne, lui demandant * d ‘éviter
de combattre I'armée turque & n'importe quel
prix ", ' ‘

Par ailleurs, Mme Danielle Mitterrand a
adressé au Président Chirac une lettre
ol elle écrit notamment : “ Peut-on encore
continuer & considérer e gouvernement tur et
sa politique de répression comme’ une
démocratie apte 4 se joindre & I'Europe ? Vous
avez ratifié récemment & Nice, la Charte
européenne des droits fondamentaux. Méme si
elle ne nous convient pas tout & fatt, -ce texte

stipule la nécessité. de -processus démocratique, ... .

en tout cas humaniste, pour tout pouvoir
eurgpéen. Je vous rappelle que 1armée turgue,
contrairement aux textes et Jois internationaux,
a de nouveau fait une incursion au nord de
Ilrak... Cet appel est aussi lancé & 1opinion
publigue afin que les tueries cessent dans les
prisons de la Turquie et que |armée turque
mette un terme aux pratiques qui menacent la
paix régionale ",
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« SELON L'ANCIEN CHAN.-
CELIER HELMUT SCHMIDT,
PRIVER LES KURDES DE LEUR
ETAT FUT “ UNE FAUTE GRAVE
ET UNE ERREUR HISTORIQUE
". Dans un article publié par le
quotidien allemand Berliner Tagesspiege!
du 31 décembre 2000, I'ancien
chancelier allemand, Helmut Schmidt a
considéré que le traité de Versailles du
1919 entravant la création d’'un Etat
kurde était une faute grave et constituait
une erreur historique.

“ D'un point de vue géostratégique, la question
est comme suit ; en Turquie, un cinquiéme
d une population de 70 millions d’habitants est
formé par les Kurdes. Les deux parties
s affrontent avec des armes dans les rues de
Hambourg. Le fait de ne pas accorder aux
Kurdes un Etat dans e traité de 1919 était
une faute grave. Va-t-on aujourd hui introduire
ce grave conflit dans 1'Union européenne 7 Il
faudrait s'appeler Joscka Fisher pour
supporter tout cela au nom d'un idéalisme
européen " a déclaré M. Schmidt. Il a
d’autres part souligné que * donner-le
statut de candidat a la Turquie constitue uhe
grave erreur... Cela s'est fait sur un fauk
espoir. Outre e fait qu'elle risque dentrainer
avec elle dautres problémes immédiats, elle
emmeéne des problémes dont la solution risque
de couter trés chére”.

« LA COUR EUROPEENNE DES
DROITS DE L'HOMME JUGE
RECEVABLE LA REQvUETE
D'’ABDULLAH OCALAN. la
requéte d'Abdullah Ocalan.concernant
de multiples violations de ses droits lors

" de son proces en Turquie a été jugée

recevable par la Cour européenne des
droits de 'Homme a Strasbourg. Une
chambre de sept juges des droits de

- 'Homme a déclaré recevable jeudi la

requéte d'Ocalan concernant des
violations de ses ’droits & Ja vie', a

' "interdiction des mauvais traitements” & ‘la

liberté et & Ja sireté”, & un “procés équitable
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& la ~"liberté-de~pensée;de-conscience- et- de
religion, ainsi qu'a la - “liberté d expression”.
A. Ocalan a également obtenu que la
Cour de Strasbourg examine au fond
ses allégations de violations de son droit
a ne pas étre condamné 2 une peine
“pour une action qui ne constitue pas une
infraction au moment oit elle a été commise” et
a “bénéficier d'un recours effectif". En outre,
les juges de Strasbourg ont déclaré
recevables les allégations d’'Ocalan
concernant des violations de ses' droits
“au respect de sa vie privée et familiale”, 3
“'interdiction de la discrimination”, a la
“limitation de I'usage des restrictions aux
droits” et au “droit 4 un recours individuel”.

En revanche, 1a Cour européenne des
droits de 'Homme a écarté les plaintes
d'Ocalan concernant-deux aspects
accessoires-de sa requéte comme le
“droit pour toute personne appréhendée d étre
informée des raisons de son arrestation et de
toute accusation portée contre elle”.

Les sept juges, au vu de la-complexité
de I'affaire, ont décidé- de confier a la
Grande chambre (composée de 17
juges) le soin de se prononcer sur le
fond. Cette décision ne devrait pas
intervenir avant plusieurs mois alors
que la Turquie a suspendu I'exécution
d'Ocalan dans I'attente de la décision de
la Cour des droits de I'Homme.

‘L'abolition de la peine de mort est I'un

des criteres d'une adhésion de la
Turquie aTUE.

La Turquie a minimisé I'impact de la

recevabilité par la Cour européenne des
droits de 'Homme de la requéte, alors
que -ses ‘défenseurs ont salué ce
jugement. I/ ne sagit que d'une décision en
faveur de la recevabilité d'une requéte’, a dit
laconiquement le ministre turc de la
Justice Hikmet Sami Turk.

Me Hasip Kaplan a qualifié d' “imporant
pas” le jugement, saluant la décision de
la cour de sept juges de confier a la
Grande chambre (composée de 17

©
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juges) le soin de se prononcer sur le
fond.

* SELON LE COMITE ANTI-
TORTURE DU CONSEIL DE
L'EUROPE: PRISON DOREE
POUR ABDULLAH OCALAN,
TORTURE POUR D'AUTRES.
Selon le rapport publié le 7 décembre a
Strasbourg avec l'accord du
gouvernement turc, apres une visite du
CPT en Turquie du 23 février au 3
mars 1999, Abdullah Ocalan, détenu
dans l'ile-prison d'Imrali, dispose d'une
celiule de 13 m2, bien éclairée a la
lumiére naturelle et convenablement
équipée avec un lit, un bureau, des
toilettes, douche, lavabo et une
climatisation, le tout °de trés bonne
gualité”. Soumis & un rigoureux
isolement, il ne court pourtant, selon le
rapport, aucun risque de mauvais
traitement et quatre médecins prennent
soin de lui: un généraliste, un
cardiologue, un spécialiste de médecine
interne et un psychiatre.

En outre, il peut écouter les émissions
de la radio turque TRT-FM et il regoit
régulierement des livres, périodiques et
la presse quotidienne. Le gouvernement
turc, dont la réponse est jointe au
rapport, déclare qu'Abdullah Ocalan
peut lire tous les livres qu'il veut, ainsi
que les publications et journaux que lui
apportent ses avocats et sa famille qui
lui rendent visite régulierement.

En outre, afin de pallier les effets
négatifs de I'isolement sur la santé
mentale de M. Ocalan, des personnes
spécialement formées aux relations
humaines ‘ont des conversations
quotidiennes, & des heures spécifiques, avet le
détenu ”, selon Ankara.

Quant aux demandes pressantes du
CPT d'agrandir 1'espace vital
d’Abdullah Ocalan ou de rompre son
isolement, en lui permettant d’avoir des
compagnons de cellule, la réponse
d’Ankara est un non ferme, soit pour

des raisons de sécurité, soit parce que la
loi anti-terrorisme ['interdit. D'ailleurs,
souligne le gouvernement, le prisonnier
dispose aussi d'une aire de promenade
de 45 mZ, alors que celles réservées aux
‘triminels dangereux” de certaines prisons
occidentales en Allemagne, en Norvege
ou en Finlande “sont plus petites”.

Dans ce méme rapport, le CPT releve
plusieurs nouveaux cas de torture et
mauvais traitements dans les sections
anti-terroristes de la police d'Istanbul et
d'lzmir.  “pendaison palestinienne”
(suspension par les bras), coups sur tout
le corps, électro-chocs. Les médecins du
CPT ont pu constater la véracité de
certaines allégations. Le cas le plus
grave, d'ailleurs reconnu par Ankara,
est celui du syndicaliste Suleyman Yeter,
torturé 4 mort en garde-a-vue du 5 au 7
mars 1999  Istanbul. Les trois policiers
auteurs présumés des tortures font
I'objet de poursuites judiciaires, a
indiqué le gouvernement. “Une action
décisive doit étre faite pour éradiquer, une fois
pour toutes, le recours a Ia torture et aux
mauvais traitements par les policiers” du
département anti-terroriste d'Istanbul,
selon le CPT.

« FMI PROMET 10 MILLIARDS
DE DOLLARS A LA TURQUIE.
Le Fonds monétaire international (FMI)
a, le 6 décembre, volé au secours de la
Turquie en annongant une aide de 10
milliards de dollars pour régler sa crise
de liquidités en échange d'une
accélération de la réforme du secteur
bancaire et des privatisations. Signe
d'un rétablissement de la confiance, la
Bourse d'Istanbul s’est envolée en
cléturant en hausse de 18,6% par
rapport 2 la veille, ot elle s'était déja
reprise aprés deux semaines d'une
baisse ayant atteint pres de 50%, dans
V'anticipation de I'annonce du FMI. Et
les taux d'intérét au jour le jour
tournaient autour de 200 %, aprés avoir
crevé le plafond a 1.700% pendant la
crise

Le directeur général du Fonds, Horst
Koehler, va demander au Conseil
d’administration des crédits d'un peu
plus de 10 milliards de dollars, dont une
premiére tranche de 2,8 milliards de
dollars sera débloquée des le 21
décembre, date de la réunion du
Conseil, a annoncé a Ankara son
directeur pour I'Europe Michael
Deppler. Qui plus est, le chef
économiste de la Banque mondiale,
Nicholas Stern, a annoncé, le 5
novembre que la Banque allait discuter
prochainement d'un programme d'aide
d'environ cinq milliards de dollars a la
Turquie.

En contrepartie, le Premier ministre turc
Bulent Ecevit a annoncé une série de
mesures accélération de la
privatisation de Turk Telekom, Turkish
Airlines (THY) et du secteur de
I'électricité, renforcement de la réforme
du secteur bancaire, qui sera détailiée
dans une lettre d'intention au FMI, et
de la lutte contre l'inflation pour la
ramener a 12 % fin 2001 (44 %
actuellement).

Fin octobre 2000, dix banques étaient
placées sous la tutelle de I'Etat, dont
plusieurs frappées par des scandales de
corruption. Le 5 décembre, un onzieme
établissement bancaire, Demirbank,
dont les difficultés avaient été le
détonateur de la crise, les a rejointes, et
une autre, Investment Bank, s'est vue
retirer sa licence. La crise financiere est
liée a la fragilité du secteur bancaire, qui
a massivement misé sur les bons du
Trésor — dont les profits ont fondu avec
la baisse des taux d'intérét et les succes
dans la lutte contre I'inflation - et aux
retards dans le processus de
privatisation, composantes du
programme de réforme anti-inflation en
ceuvre depuis décembre 1999 en accord
avec le FMI, qui avait débloqué 3,7
milliards de dollars de crédits sur trois
ans.
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» LA TURQUIE CONDAMNEE A
STRASBOURG POUR HOMICIDE
COMMIS PAR DES POLICIERS. La
Cour européenne des droits de 'Homme a,
le 14 décembre, condamné a Strasbourg le
gouvernement turc pour un homicide
commis par trois policiers qui avaient tiré
une rafale de 50 & 55 balles sur un Kurde, 2
“travers la porte de son appartement.

A I'unanimité, les juges européens ont
conclu 2 la violation du droit 2 la vie de
Mehmet Gul et relevé que les autorités
turques avaient failli a leur obligation de
mener une enquéte effective sur les
circonstances de la mort de la victime.

A I'unanimité également, la Cour a
condamné la Turquie a verser un montant
total de 142.622,82 euros a la famille de
Mehmet Gul. Sa veuve et ses trois enfants
recevront la somme de 33.000 livres sterling
pour dommage matériel et 20.000 livres
pour dommage moral. Le pére de la
victime, seul requérant, recevra 10.000 livres
pour dommage moral et 21.000 livres pour
frais et dépens.

Dans la nuit de 7 au 8 mars 1993,
Mehmet Gul avait été criblé de balles
par trois policiers, lors d'une
perquisition domiciliaire dans le cadre
d'une enquéte sur les activités du Parti
des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK).
L'homme avait été touché alors qu'il
était en train de déverrouiller Ia porte
de son appartement ol il vivait avec sa
famille, dans la petite ville de Bozova
(Kurdistan).

En 1996, aprés une enquéte comportant
‘d'importantes Jacunes”, notamment le fait
- que le procureur n'a pas entendu les

policiers, selon les juges européens, les

policiers avaient été acquittés, le
tribunal pénal de Sanliurfa estimant
qu'ils n'avaient commis aucune faute.

* LA POLICE TURQUE S’IN-
SURGE CONTRE SES CHEFS ET
LE GOUVERNEMENT. Prétextant
une opération a l'arme automatique le

11 décembre contre un car de policiers

faisant deux morts et plusieurs blessés
dans le quartier Gazi a Istanbul, les
policiers turcs ont manifesté dans
plusieurs villes en brandissant leurs
armes et criant des menaces contre les

“autorités de I'Etat, les organisations

civiles et illégales, les intellectuels et les
grévistes de la faim. Dans plusieurs
villes, dont Istanbul et Izmir, les
émeutiers ont rudoyé les chefs locaux
de la police et menacé de les lyncher.
Voici quelques slogans criés par les
manifestants: “ Nous vendrons celui qui nous
vendra”, * le gouvernement prend Ja loi
d amnistie, détruis-la”, * Organisations (y
compris civiles) venez dans Ia rue, nous avons
des armes, “Ankara, Ankara, entends-nous.
Ce sont les agiles pas de la police. Nous
trahirons ceux qui nous auraient trahis”, “ La
police est ici, ot sont donc les intellectuels?”
‘@il pour @il, dent pour dent. L'Etat ne
négocie pas avec les traitres”.

Certains ont mis en avant le niveau de
vie trés bas des policiers pour expliquer
le mouvement, mais nombreux étaient
ceux qui ont critiqué leur niveau de
formation. Fatih Altayli, journaliste au
quotidien turc Hurriyet écrit a ce
propos : “ sils n'étaient pas devenus des
policiers, ils seraient des terroristes ", En fait,
la plupart des policiers ont été recrutés

n° 189 e docembre 2000

~ dans les rangs de I'extréme droite en

vue de combattre les nationalistes
kurdes et la gauche démocratique. Selon
le professeur Dogu Ergil * ces événements
sont trés graves, mais prévisibles. Ils ont été
entrainés sur cette voie (...) Leurs slogans
reflétent leurs propres perceptions d un pouvoir
oppressif d un régime oppressif .

Le Premier ministre Biilent Ecevit a

déclaré que certaines personnes avaient

appuyé sur un bouton pour déclencher
le mécontentement. Toute la presse a
repris I'idée en cherchant partout les
coupables qui auraient appuyé sur ce
bouton et le ministre de I'intérieur
Sadettin Tantan a déclaré le 18

décembre que 64 policiers avaient été

mis a pied du fait de leur participation
active a la manifestation.

* LA LOI D’AMNISTIE RATIFIEE
PAR LE PRESIENT TURC. Le
Parlement turc a, le 20 décembre,
adopté en seconde lecture et dans les
mémes termes la loi d'amnistie qui
devrait permettre de libérer prés de la

moitié des 72 000 détenus du pays,
-malgré 1'opposition du président. Le

président turc, Ahmet Necdet Sezer, a,
le 21 décembre, finalement signé le
texte en question, ne pouvant opposer
son droit de veto deux fois.

Cette ‘mesure élargie surtout les
prisonniers de droit communs (violeurs,
meurtriers etc...). Les militants kurdes
et la plupart des prisonniers politiques
turcs condamnés pour des “ crimes contre
I’Etat " restent exclus de cette singuliere
loi d'amnistie que méme le président
turc trouve * injuste et inéquitable .
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Iran’s Weary Would-Be Reformer

Khatami Was ‘Never a Rebel’ and Has No ‘Cause,’ Critic Charges

By Geneive Abdo

International Herald Tribune

TEHRAN — Long before the out-
side world had heard of Mohammed
Khatami, a ‘‘silent revolution’’ ap-
peared to be in the making.

A group of Iranian intellectuals met
regularly in one of Tehran’s popular
restaurants to try to find ways to in-
tegrate Western ideas of social justice,
freedom and democracy into the Is-
lamic Republic. Now their effort
seems to be unraveling.

Many of the intellectuals are in jail.
Their ideas, once splashed across
dozens of lively newspapers, have
been denounced and their publications
shut. President Khatami himself ad-
mits that his policies \ﬁ-faﬂed.

Mohsen Sazegara, a Misfim intel-
lectual and former revolutionary who
was a member of thié ¥&Staui¥ant circle,
said his group had created the concept
of a “‘civil society,”” an idea now as-
sociated with Mr. Khatami. But the
president never managed to make it a
reality.

““The basic problem is that the
people around Khatami who call them-
setves reformers don’t believe in free-
dom. Many of them are no different

from the hard-liners,”” said Mr.
Sazegara. ‘‘We didn’t expect miracles.
But we expected some progress. In-
stead, Khatami has thrown away many
opportunities.”’

‘The Americans,’” a newspaper ed-
itor said, *‘like to say Khatami is a
rebel with a cause. But they were
wrong from the beginning. Khatami
was never a rebel, and now the con-
servatives have taken away his
cause.”

At least half the students in a power-
ful national university organization

that supported Mr. Khatami believe his
presidency is a failure.

. The Parliament. which claims at least
100 supporters of reform among 290
lawmakers, has been repeatedly over-
ruled by a conservative body of clerics.

Even Mr. Khatami admits that he has
limited power to rule. In a speech on
Sunday, the second time in recent
months that Mr. Khatami has effectively
conceded defeat, he blamed - his
lackluster presidency on thé inherent
obstacles within the system, not on his
own shortcomings as a politician.

I declare after three years as pres-
ident that I don’t have sufficient powers
to implement the constitution, which is
my biggest responsibility,”” he told a
gathering of clerics, lawyers and intel-
lectuals.

Based on dozens of interviews over
several months with Mr. Khatami’s loy-
alists, a picture has emerged of a cleric
who at one time believed he could fun-
damentally reform the system. But faced
with the risk of political extinction at the
hands of his conservative rivals, or the

prospect of social upheaval that could
threaten clerical rule, he acquiesced to
the limitations of his office.

Mr. Khatami, sources say, is now
weary and filled with despair.

He has agreed to run for a second term
in a presidential poll scheduled for May,
according to his close associates. But he
still may change his mind and bow out of
the race.

From the moment the bookish Mr.
Khatami contemplated running for pres-
ident in late 1996, there were signs he
had the potential to be a different kind of
Iranian leader. He was the dark horse in
the race, challenging the establishment.

Using tactics familiar to American
voters, Mr. Khatami toured the country
on a bus, pressing the flesh from town to
town and village to village. Voters im-
mediately were impressed by his mod-
esty and accessibility, completely at
odds with the aloofness of past Iranian
leaders. Many appeared simply to like
his smile.

On election day, the image he had
crafted paid off: He won 20 million
votes, or almost 70 percent of the elec-
torate, prompting one of Iran’s leading
intellectuals, Abdolkarim Soroush, to
call his victory a *‘silent revolution.”’

With such a broad mandate, Iranians
were confident he could bring about the
profound reform he had promised. Chief
among these, was the ‘‘rule of law”’ —
the civic freedoms and rights enshrined
in Iran’s constitution but never fully
implemented — and political, social and
even religious pluralism.

At one point, his followers adopted
the slogan, ‘‘Iran for All Iranians.’’

" But once in office, Mr. Khatami found
himself confronted not only with en-
trenched clerical opposition but with
Iran’s centuries-old legacy of despot-
ism, hierarchy and religious absolut-
ism.

‘“The political culture of Iranians is
still under the influence of beliefs and
norms of the era of the kings — des-
potism and tyranny,”’ wrote Mahmoud
Sariolghalam, an Iranian scholar.

Ruhollah Khatami, a well-known
ayatollah in the central town of Ardakan
who preached against the secular edicts
of the shah’s regime, overthrown in
1979, had taught his eldest son to stand
up for his principles. But this childhood
training was no match for the Faustian
wheeling and dealing Mohammed
Khatami would encounter as president.

Mr. Khatami'’s first major crisis came
in July 1999. University students staged
a demonstration to protest the closure of
Salam, Iran’s first reformist national
newspaper, which helped Mr. Khatami
win the presidential election.

The peaceful demonstration turned
violent after Islamic vigilantes, backed
by security forces, burst into the dor-
mitories and brutally beat students to
avenge the protest. Scores were crit-
ically injured and an unknown number

Hasan Sarbakhshian/AP
Mr. Khatami had a vision of cre-
ating a modern Islamic society.

died.

The melee provoked five days of stu-
dent demonstrations across the country;
the bloodiest occurred in the northern
town of Tabriz. In Tehran, the unrest
spilled out from the university campuses

_onto the streets, where ordinary Iranians
joined the pro-democracy students.

When 1t was all over, President
Khatami delivered a landmark speech in
the town of Hamadan, in what was a
clear sign to loyalists that he was un-
prepared to starid up to the conservative
establishment. Before thousands of
young men and women, he criticized the
students for their demonstrations and
distorted the facts in retelling the story of
the five days of rage.

Along the way, the president stood by
as some of his confidants were im-
prisoned for alleging that conservative
clerics had established a monopoly on
religious interpretation.

For his supporters, the biggest be-
trayal came last spring when conser-
vatives in the judiciary began closing
reformist newspapers.

For a decade, the reform movement
believed that the press would be the key
to creating political and religious plur-
alism. But as each newspaper was
closed, the president declined to take a
stand until the judiciary had banned 30
publications and imprisoned numerous
writers on accusations that they had vi-
olated Islamic values.

On Sunday, Mr. Khatami finally ac-

cused the judiciary of distorting the in-
tent of the constitution for political pur-
poses.
_ On Tuesday, he was criticized by the
judiciary chief, Mahmoud Hashemi-
Shahroudi, for trying to exploit the con-
stitution.

The direct attack on the president in-
dicated that Mr. Khatami’s attempt to
use the rule of law to change Iran was
unlikely to succeed.
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DeuX'organisations non gouvernementales frangaises
-préparent-a nouveau un vol vers 'lrak

LA DEUXIEME tentative semble
étre la bonne : aprés avoir échoug,
début octobre, dans P'organisation

_ de leur opération « Un avion pour

I'Irak », destinée a « vigler Iégale-
ment » Pembargo aérien imposé de

- facto a Bagdad (Le Monde du 2 oc-

tobre), deux organisations non gou-
vernementales frangaises — Enfants
du monde-Droits de ’homme et
Comité international pour la levée

de Fembargo - associées au Pére

Jean-Marie Benjamin, secrétaire gé-

néral de la Fondation Beato Angeli-

co, ont fixé- au vendredi 1= dé-
cembre leur départ. Ils ont le
soutien des anciens ministres
Claude Cheysson, Anicet Le Pors et

- Frangoise Hostalier, de la députée

Roselyne Bachelot et de Giseéle Ha-
limi, ancien ambassadeur auprés de
I'Unesco.

‘Les organisateurs précxsent que le
vol s’effectuera & bord d’un avion

" de la compaghie frangaise Aigle

Azur, avec un retour prévu le 3 dé-
cembre. Début octobre, alors
méme qu’ils avaient rassemblé les
passagers a Paéroport, ils n’avaient
pas €été en mesure de dire quelle
compagnie assurerait le vol, deux
compagnies leur ayant, selon eux,
fait faux bond en raison de « pres-
sions américaines ». A la différence

~de ceux qui ont déja été organisés

par des organismes divers, voire par
des personnalités officielles, leur vol
revét, a leurs yeux, «une impor-
tance particuliére par la qualité de

ses participants ‘et des personnalités .

qui le soutiennent et représentent une
large partie de l'opinion frangaise ».

Le fait est qu’en I'espace de quel-
ques semaines, quelque 70 avions
se sont posés a Bagdad. Samedi
25 novembre, dans un geste de défi
vis-a-vis de 'ONU, le vice-premier
ministre irakien, Tarek Aziz, a pris
un avion des Iraki Airways pour se
rendre & Damas, puis en Inde le len-
demain.

VALEUR SYMBOLIQUE

Ces vols n’impliquent pas la re-
prise des vols réguliers vers I'lrak.
Une compagnie aérienne privée
émiratie, la Nada el-Chark Interna-

. tional, qui avait I'intention d’organi-

ser a partir du 22 novembre quatre
vols hebdomadaires vers' Bagdad,
s’est vu refuser autorisation du
comité des sanctions de ’ONU. De
son c6té, la compagnie aérienne
jordanienne Royal Jordanian a déci-
dé d’organiser des charters - vrai-
semblablement hebdomadaires -
pour Bagdad, tout en précisant qu'il
ne s’agira pas d’une reprise du trafic
aérien normal entre les deux pays.
Car, s'il est vrai qu’aucune résolu-

tion des Nations unies n’interdit le
trafic aérien régulier, les résolutions

661 et 770 n’en bannissent pas

moins clairement toute transaction
commerciale et/ou financiére avec
ce pays. Or une reprise normale du
trafic ne pourrait éviter de telles
transactions, puisque les appareils

devront se réapprovisionner en car-

burant, payer des taxes d’aéroport
et d'entretien des appareils. Sans
oublier les risques encourus par les
avions du fait de existence, au sud

. du 33 parallele et au nord du 36 de

zones d’exclusion aérienne impo-
sées par les Etats-Unis, la Grande-
Bretagne et la France.

Les avions affrétés a I'heure ac-
tuelle ont essentiellement une va-
leur symbolique et visent 3 dénon-
cer le maintien des sanctions
imposées a I'lIrak et A démontrer
que l'autorisation du Comité des
sanctions des Nations unies n’est

‘pas requise, dés lors que Bagdad
-m’en tire aucun bénéfice financier.

Washington et Londres, qui exi-
geaient une telle autorisation, sont
désormais visiblement dépassés.
Paris et Moscou ont toujours défen-
du une lecture légaliste des résolu-
tions et estimé qu’une simple notifi-
cation du vol suffit.

Mouna Naim

4AkbarGanqll'éerl‘taugmmmem.llafﬂmnquonlul

. rnpmhesahopyandecunodtédmudes’eﬂalm

S, représentants du peuple savent que Ia vlctolre des
; formateurs aux élections aété; mmédratement survie"
z - par. ia tentatrve d'assassmat de Saeed Hadjanan (dingeant
du Froht de la partrcrpatron, ancren conserller au minis- <
tere de l'lnténeur} Les conservateurs. étarent ala recherche
L 'un prétexte. pour ‘se défalre une fois pour, toute des réfor-
ateurs. La- conférence de Berlin [organisée par.la Fonda- -
tion’ Hemrich—BoH et réunissant ‘des intellectuéls. et des acti- |
f vistes lramens réformateurs} leur a servi d éxcuse:, Elle'a
perrms aux manlpulateurs d attiser ie r&ssermment du pubhc
en ‘montrant a la télévrsron un reportage truqué L'objectrf
etart d'er ﬁmr avecia’ presse lndépendante [depuls Ie mors
L d"avrii; Ure trentarrié ‘de quotidiens et de ‘Journaux ont éte:,
nterdlts] de procéder &'I'arrestation massive des’ réfor-
mateurs etde modmer fa loi sur la presse. Apres oent neuf
jours d’empnsonnement, jaipu lire un numéro du quotrdlen
Kayhan [conservateur] qui annonr;ait én premiére page, pour
-Je lendemain, }’ ouverture du proées 2 hiis clos. des pam-l,
clpants a la conférerice de Berlin. De' laméme manrére jlai’
“appris ‘que le procés de Ganji. aurait lieu le 10 novembre
1 9 heures. Pendant cent huitjours, j 'al 6té mamtenu a I ‘30-1

).,T- i ».\;::e

J »;i
i en réalrté pas Iré a ma partrcipatlon ala oonférence de Ber-f.
4 hn Je serai condamné | pour. avoir suivi-l' affarre des.: assas-.
sinats en séne [des lntellectuels et d opposants survenuerg

évoquer dans mes artrcles r implrcation de hauts dmgeants 7
rraniens daris ces’ assassmats et-que. je devars m'arrétet:
; au role de Saeed Emami [l'un des employés du ministére
e I lntérieur accusé d'étre responsable ‘des assassmats g
! en séne d mtellectuels iraniens ? il a'été retrouvé mort dans .
) sa cellule] ‘Les conservateurs ne vellent pas que- cette
“ affarr soit éclalrcle, parce quel’ rmphcatron de personna—

lités: haut placées -les ma‘rtres gris” [référence a I’ ex-chef~
£ Jd Etat Hachemr Rafsandjanr] sérait évrdente Mon empn—
5 ~sonnement est par conséquent politique. _ :
i Notre délrt est d ‘avoir défendu dne lecture divrne et humar N

ide la religion. n nous opposant a une lecture fasciste et“

royahste Notre propos’ vise prmcrpalement la question de

i1a neligron officielle. Nous voulons quela rellgron ne' sort pas
; en antagonisme avec la liberté, la justlce, JEX.
» le plutalisiie; 1a. modération et la patience, les drorts dea
o homme étla raison. C'est’ pourquor. étre pnsqnnier est un x
grand honneur pour mor ; - )
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Un fonctionnaire européen a écrit au PKK:
une "erreur”, selon Bruxelles

i

BRUXELLES, 2 déc (AFP) - 12h46 - Un fonctionnaire de la Commission européenne a écrit aux dirigeants du parti des travailleurs du
Kurdistan (PKK) en soulignant que les droits des Kurdes n'étaient pas respectés en Turquie, a indiqué samedi un porte-parole de la
Commission en parlant "d'erreur trés regrettable”.

Ce fonctionnaire, chargé des relations avec la Turquie, a écrit le 20 novembre "au centre d'information du Kurdistan et au conseil de
la présidence du PKK", a déclaré a 'AFP ce porte-parole de la Commission, Reijo Kemppinen.

Selon lui, bien que la lettre ait été signée par ce fonctionnaire "de la part" de Romano Prodi, président de la Commission européenne,
M. Prodi "n'était pas au courant de la lettre”.

Ce texte, dont le contenu précis n'a pas été dévoilé par le porte-parole qui a affirmé ne pas I'avoir vu, n'aurait pas di étre envoyé.
"Il s'agit d'une erreur administrative trés regrettable”, a assuré M. Kemppinen.

"La Commission européenne considére que le gouvernement turc est notre seul partenaire officiel" et tient 4 souligner "les bonnes
relations avec la Turquie dans la mise en place de la stratégie du partenariat d'adhésion” a 1'Union européenne, a ajouté le
porte-parole.

Le PKK est considéré comme une organisation "terroriste” par les autorités turques et son chef, Abdullah Ocalan, a été condamné i
mort.

La Commission européenne, tout en condamnant les atteintes aux droits de 'Homme en Turquie, a proposé début novembre un
“partenariat d'adhésion” & Ankara, pour l'aider a remplir les critéres qui lui permettront d'engager des négociations d'adhésion a
1'Union européenne.

L'UE a reconnu a la Turquie le statut de candidat officiel 4 I'adhésion en décembre 1999, sans pour autant engager de négociations
comme elle le fait avec les douze autres pays candidats.

Le partenariat évoque la nécessité d'un réglement de la question de Chypre, dont la partie nord est occupée par la Turquie, ce qui a
fortement irrité le gouvernement turc. La Gréce a en outre exigé que le partenariat évoque aussi les contentieux territoriaux qui
l'opposent a la Turquie en Mer Egée.

Les ministres des Affaires étrangeres des Quinze, qui se réunissent lundi a Bruxelles, doivent discuter de ce partenariat d'adhésion
et éventuellement 'adopter. Un adoption qui dépend essentiellement de l'attitude de la Grece.

La lettre de 1'Union Européenne au PKK

i

est une "honte" (Yilmaz)

ANKARA, 2 déc (AFP) - 15h07 - Le vice-Premier ministre turc Mesut Yilmaz a qualifié samedi de "honte" une lettre envoyée par la
Commission européenne au groupe rebelle kurde qu'Ankara considére comme une organisation de "terroristes”.

"Il faut que nous en sachions plus sur ce qui lie 'UE a cette lettre, mais quoiqu'il en soit, que la lettre ait été envoyée avec ou sans
l'aval de la Commission est absolument honteux”, a déclaré M. Yilmaz, cité par l'agence de presse turque Anatolie.

La lettre envoyée le 20 novembre au nom du Président de la Commission européenne, Romano Prodi (Italie), 4 la présidence du PKK
(Parti des travailleurs kurdes) et au Centre d'Information sur le Kurdistan, indiquait que les droits des Kurdes n'étaient pas
respectés en Turquie.

Selon un porte-parole de la Commission européenne, la lettre a été rédigée par un fonctionnaire européen et M. Prodi n'avait aucune
connaissance de ce texte.

Pour sa part, le ministére turc des Affaires étranggres, a indiqué vendredi soir, dans un communiqué, que "le fait que la Commission
considére comme un interlocuteur une organisation terroriste responsable de milliers de morts innocents” n'avait "aucun sens”.

Un représentant de I'UE & Ankara a d'ailleurs été convoqué au ministére vendredi pour entendre les doléances turques sur cette
affaire.
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CommenTAIRE B h

Aprés les votes du Sénat frangais, des Parlements européen et italien et la déclaration du Pape

Effet pervers d'une reconnaissance

e mois de novembre a été riche en votes ou en

déclarations sur la reconnaissance du génocide

arménien (Sénat frangais, Vatican, Parlement
européen, Parlement italien), des événements qui
s'inscrivent dans le contexte de I'examen de la candi-
dature d’adhésion de la Turquie  I'Union européen-
ne.

1l ne s'agit ici ni de minimiser la portée des décla-
rations ou des votes sus-mentionnés, ni de verser dans
une paranoia aigu€, qui ferait de tous nos interlocu-
teurs des ennemis potentiels. Il convient juste d’éva-
luer correctement le contexte créé et ses implications.

Pour éviter une analyse par trop exhaustive, nous
nous bornerons a examiner & travers un éclairage
jusque-12 inédit, et pourtant fort instructif, le texte
sans doute le plus ambigu : celui de la résolution du
Parlement européen.

Rappelons donc que les députés européens invi-
taient, le 15 novembre demnier, «le gouvernement turc
et la Grande Assemblée nationale turque a accroitre
leur soutien a la minorité arménienne, notamment par
la reconnaissance publique du génocide que cette
derniére a subi avant |'établissement d’un Etat
moderne en Turquie» (cf. n° 337, p. 1).

Outre le fait que le texte de la résolution n’a pas - a
I'image de celle du 18 juin 1987 - de portée juridique,
il parait difficile, avec le recul, de passer sous silence
un autre élément susceptible de provoquer un certain
malaise c6té arménien : le lien établi entre I'invitation
lancée aux autorités turques a reconnaitre le génocide
arménien et le «soutien» accru que celles-ci manifes-
teraient par-1a méme a leur «minorité arméniennes.

UN SOUTIEN AMBIGU
AUX ARMENIENS DE TURQUIE

Cette relation de cause a effet appelle trois
remarques. La premiere renvoie a |’absence de la
Diaspora arménienne, ou du peuple arménien en
général, dans le texte de la résolution : son caractere
restrictif - le soutien a la minorité arménienne de
Turquie - n'incite-t-il pas au moins & une certaine
vigilance, au moment od la Diaspora se bat, avec
I’appui de I'Arménie, pour F'interationalisation de la
question de la reconnaissance ?

La deuxieme observation a trait aux réactions que
ces reconnaissances en chaine ont engendrées aupres
de la «minorité arménienne de Turquie» : les commu-
niqués de «réprobation» du Patriarche des Arméniens
de Turquie ne sont que le reflet de la marge de
manceuvre inexistante d’une communauté prise en
otage, depuis «I'établissement d’un Etat moderne en
Turquie». Son silence face a ces reconnaissances en
série vaudrait consentement, 2 n’en pas douter, aux
yeux des autorités turques, avec les conséquences que
I’on imagine. Cela dit, il faut noter que le Patriarche
Mesrob 11, tout en réprouvant les déclarations ou réso-
lutions invitant la Turquie & reconnaitre le génocide

arménien, n’a de cesse d’appeler Turcs et Arméniens
au dialogue. Or, c’est précisément ce dialogue que
refuse Ankara, qui persiste a adopter une attitude
monolithique sur la question, alors qu’une petite fran-
ge de I'intelligentsia et de la population turques a déja
ouvert une bréche - si modeste soit-elle - dans le
négationnisme d’Etat.

Coté arménien, certains se sont émus, voire méme
plutdt indignés, des communiqués de «réprobation»

des Arméniens de Turquie face a cette série sans pré-

cédent de reconnaissances du génocide. Faut-il leur
rappeler qu’ils jettent 1'anathéme sur une communau-
té de quelques dizaines de milliers d’4mes, citoyens
de seconde zone, qui jouent leur destin & chaque ins-
tant 7 Un mot de travers et c’est fini, il ne faut jamais
1'oublier ! Ceux qui fustigent la pusillanimité de cette
«minorité arménienne de Turquie» ont-ils conscience
que celle-ci se bat néanmoins pour vivre, qu’elle
défend bec et ongles, a I'image du trés combatif
Patriarche Mesrob II, ses droits culturels et I'inaliéna-
bilité de ses biens communautaires ? Ont-ils conscien-
ce qu’au lieu de manifester un surcroit de solidarité &
1’égard de cette communauté soumise a d’incessantes
pressions, ils sement les germes d’une division dom-
mageable pour tous, au moment od tout le monde se
fait le chantre de I'unité ?

LE RISQUE D’INSTRUMENTALISATION

Enfin, comment ne pas souligner que jusqu’a pré-
sent, aucune instance européenne - pas plus le
Parlement qu’une autre - ne s’était véritablement sou-
ciée du sort de la «minorité arménienne de Turquie» !
Le Parlement européen n’avait pas émis le moindre
début de protestation lorsque le leader kurde Abdullah

_ Ocalan, il y a quelques années, se faisait traiter. par le

ministre turc de |'Intérieur de «clown d'un sperme
arménien» (cf. n° 170, 12-04-97). 1l n’avait pas
davantage réagi lorsqu'a plusieurs reprises, ces der-
niéres années, la «minorité arménienne de Turquie»
se voyait interdire le droit d’enseigner en arménien
dans ses propres €coles, ou tentait désespérément de
sauver des biens communautaires que les autorités
turques cherchaient a confisquer.

" On objectera 2 tous ces arguments - et peut-Etre
plus ou moins & juste titre - que le processus d'inté-
gration de la Turquie & I'Union européenne n’en était
pas encore, il y a quelques années, a un stade aussi
avancé, et que le Parlement européen ne pouvait appe-
ler 4 la reconnaissance du génocide arménien qu’en
soulevant la question du respect nécessaire par la
Turquie des droits de ses minorités, en 1'occurrence
I’arménienne. Certes, mais comment ne pas accueillir
avec un soupgon de méfiance la soudaine relation de
cause a effet mentionnée plus haut ? Apreés avoir dres-
sé ce bilan, il n’est pas interdit de se demander si le
fait d’appeler la Turquie a reconnaitre le génocide
constitue I'un des meilleurs moyens d’«accroitre son

soutien» i sa «minorité arménienne... Aujourd’hui,
la Turquie est tenue par le respect des critéres définis
pour son adhésion a I'Union européenne. Mais
demain ?

Le risque d’instrumentalisation de la question du
génocide arménien par les adversaires de I'entrée de
la Turquie dans I'Union européenne n’est donc pas
nul, loin s’en faut ! Si demain, les autorités d’ Ankara
recommencent a exercer une forte pression sur les
écoles arméniennes, ou tentent de confisquer de nou-
veaux biens communautaires ou des églises armé-
niennes, le Parlement européen va-t-il adresser un
coup de semonce au candidat 4 1'adhésion a 'Union
européenne sur la question du «soutien» & sa «minori-
1¢ arménienne» 7 La question se pose avec acuité, car
la réponse, malheureusement, n’est pas évidente.

Donc vigilance, plus que jamais vigilance ! Ne
soyons pas aveuglés par la joie légitime que procurent
les reconnaissances du génocide !

LA BATAILLE N’EST PAS GAGNEE
D'AVANCE A L'ASSEMBLEE NATIONALE

Le mot d’ordre vaut bien entendu également pour
le cas francais. Deux semaines aprés le vote du Sénat,
Jean-Marc Ayrault, président du groupe socialiste &
I’ Assemblée nationale, estimait que les textes adoptés
les 29 mai 1998 et 8 novembre 2000 «valent déclara-
tion solennelle du Parlement» et «engagent morale-
ment la France» (cf. n° 338, p. 2, col. 3). Tout en
reconnaissant que la question du retour a I Assemblée
nationale du texte voté par le Sénat n’avait pas encore
été débattue par le groupe socialiste, il livrait son sen-
timent personnel sur la question, en déclarant : «Cela
me parait acceptable, je ne pense pas que nous y
reviendrons.» .

Aprés le communiqué commun - fait rarissime - de
I’Elysée et de Matignon, qui tentaient le 8 novembre
dernier de rassurer le partenaire turc (cf. n° 336, p. 3,
col. 1) en minimisant la portée du vote du Sénat, aprés
les déclarations de I’ambassadeur de France en
Turquie Bernard Garcia, qui répétait une semaine plus
tard & Bursa que ce vote avait é1é organisé «contre la
volonté du gouvernement frangais» (cf. n° 338, p. 2,
col. 3), le président du groupe socialiste essayait d’in-
fluer sur le cours des événements, tout en se ména-
geant une porte de sortie : si d’aventure le groupe so-
cialiste décidait, par exemple 2 I'aide de sa niche par-
lementaire, de soulever la question, M. Ayrault pour-
rait alors s’ abriter derriere le sacro-saint jeu démocra-
tique, en s’inclinant devant la décision du parti.

La ficelle est assez grosse, mais elle pourrait trom-
per ceux qui se contenteraient d’une simple reconnais-
sance morale, a I'image des victoires du méme nom
que les Arméniens ont malheureusement collection-
nées depuis des décennies. @

Varoujan Mardikian

[a)
b
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PKK Leader Says 15 Dead in Attack by PUK Forces

December 4, 2000

TUNCELI, Turkey (Reuters) - Turkish Kurd rebels said Monday a rival Iraqi Kurdish faction had attacked their bases
in a breakaway region of northern Iraq and 15 fighters from both sides had been killed.

The separatist Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) said the attack had been launched by Jalal Talabani's Patriotic Union
of Kurdistan (PUK) despite a unilateral cease-fire the PKK announced in October after weeks of fighting.

"Despite all our efforts for peace, Talabani's forces launched an attack on us last night," senior PKK commander
Osman Ocalan told Kurdish Medya TV television channel broadcasting from Europe. PUK officials were not avai-
lable for comment. The PKK has used a mountainous enclave in north Iraq -- outside Baghdad's control since the
end of the 1991 Gulf War - as a base in its 16-year-old campaign for home rule in Turkey's mainly Kurdish southeast.

The latest clashes involved 5,000 militiamen loyal to Talabani in the rugged region called Boti and Kanicengi close
to the Iranian border, Ocalan said. He said PKK guerrillas killed 10 of Talabani's forces and took six of them as hos-
tage for the loss of five men from their own ranks. Fighting was continuing, he added.

Talabani controls a large swathe of territory in northern Iraq along with another rival militia — the Kurdistan
Democratic Party (KDP) led by Massoud Barzani - under the shield of U.S.-led air patrols flying from Turkey against
any possible attack by Baghdad. The PKK rebel group, on the orders of its condemned leader Abdullah Ocalan, pul-
led out of Turkey last year and relocated in northern Iraq and Iran. Turkey often sends its troops to the enclave in
pursuit of the guerrillas. KDP militiamen have fought the PKK along with Turkish soldiers.

Talabani promised Turkish authorities earlier this year his "peshmerga” fighters would do more to combat the PKK
on the border between Turkey and Iraq.

Contradictions Mark Turkey's Policy Toward Kurds
Washington Post December 4, 2000

ISTANBUL — Last year a film produced by a Kurdish cultural center won an award at the Ankara Film Festival,
sponsored in part by the Turkish Culture Ministry, which had banned the film from Turkish cinemas. For the past
eight years, Turkish security courts have hired interpreters from a Kurdish linguistics institute in Istanbul, yet its
director now faces trial in another court on charges that the institute is an illegal business.

As Turkey campaigns to join the European Union — which has demanded that it grant more rights to its Kurdish
minority — public debate over the Kurdish issue is becoming more vitriolic than ever and government policies are
increasingly divided.

As the long Kurdish rebellion has diminished since last year, and satellite television and the Internet make
Kurdish culture more accessible, many top Turkish officials say the country should lift bans on Kurdish-language
television and arts. But hard-line nationalists, fearful that any recognition of Kurdish identity will fragment
Turkey and strengthen separatism, are fighting back with political threats, vaguely worded laws and sympathe-
tic security forces.

"We're in chaos,” said Hasan Kaya, who faces trial over his role as chairman of the Kurdish Institute, which
researches Kurdish culture and language. For years, international human rights organizations have criticized
Turkey forits refusal to grant basic rights to its approximately 12 million Kurdish citizens — almost a fifth of the
country's population. But the issue has grown more important as the European Union has taken up the issue.

In addition, modern communications have diminished the effectiveness of prohibitions on Kurdish-language tele-
vision programs, movies, plays, music — and the teaching of Kurdish language in schools. Last week, Senkal
Atasagun, Turkey's civilian intelligence chief, said, "Kurdish people living in the southeast are already watching
illegal broadcasts of Medya TV," a Kurdish-language channel broadcast from London via satellite.
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The conflict between the government and separatist Kurdish guerrillas in the southeast, which has left an esti-

mated 30,000 people dead and hundreds of thousands displaced, has subsided significantly since last year's arrest

of Kurdish Workers' Party (PIG() leader Abdullah Ocalan, addmg to pressure for the government to relax res-
~trictions: - - - - T

The new efforts to make some accommodation for the Kurds have sharply divided Turkey's coalition government
and bureaucracy. Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit and many senior ministers are pushing for freedoms for the
Kurdish population. But Ecevit's main coalition partner, the Nationalist Action Party, is resisting, as are the mili-
tary and other security forces, and local government authorities in the southeast.

The conflict became an uproar last week when the intelligence chief, Atasagun, declared that the government
should permit Kurdish television broadcasts. Turkish nationalists were even more outraged the following day
when Ecevit announced he had authorized the pronouncement and agreed with it. "To demand Kurdish TV in
Turkey is nothing but treason," said Abdulhaluk Cay, a minister from the Nationalist Action Party, which, as its
name suggests, is an ultranationalist group.

"Turkéy is coming out of long years of trouble and bloodshed, and now it's time to debate," said Ozdem Sanberk,
director of the Turkish Economic and Social Studies Foundation, an Istanbul think tank that advocates greater
democracy and openness in Turkish government and society.

No segment of Kurdish society has been whipsawed more by shifting attitudes and a divided government than
organizations trying to promote Kurdish culture through its music, film, theater, literature or language. "If you
speak in Kurdish, sing in Kurdish or promote any arts in Kurdish, you are accused of being separatists,” said
Hatice Coban, 34, a member of the executive board of the Mesopotamia Culture Center in Istanbul.

In the nine years since the center opened, its branches in the southeast have been shut and its leaders - including
Coban ~ have routinely been arrested. During one arrest, Coban said she was stripped and beaten. Although the
government won't permit the center's films or plays to be performed publicly in Turkey, last year's film about the
emotional conflicts of a man whose village had been burned won a first prize at the Milan Film Festival - and a
special jury award at the Ankara Film Festival, which is sponsored in part by the Culture Ministry.

This year, the cultural center was invited to enter a Kurdish play in another Ankara festival. But when the center
invited theater critics and others to attend a free dress rehearsal, police locked the center's theater and dressing

"o

room for "unlicensed theater activities.” "Juries can watch [Kurdish plays or films] and we can win awards in ‘lurkey,
but the people shouldn't see our productions,” said Coban.

The Kurdish Institute's Kaya also has been the victim of inconsistencies in government policies. He said the institu-
te was formed in 1992 to preserve a "culture about to be forgotten for future generations.” The institute has built an
archive of Kurdish literature and music and recently published a dictionary. '

In March, an Istanbul prosecutor charged Kaya with teaching Kurdish language courses, which is illegal under
Turkish law. Prosecutors later amended the charge to operating an illegal business.

Kaya said that eight years ago the institute received a charter from the Trade Ministry to operate. And in what he
said is a sign of its acceptance by many parts of the government, "We've provided translators to state security courts."

In its effort to prove that Kaya's institute is teaching illegally, the. indictment against him lists as evidence five dic-
tionaries that define "institute" as a school.

Istanbul prosecutors also charged Kaya with inciﬁng hat!>red through Kurdish music recordings that allegedly
praised PKK activities. Kaya said the institute received permission from the Culture Ministry to preserve the music.
Although an Istanbul judge dismissed the charges, prosecutors have appealed to a higher court.

And although 10,000 copies of the institute's new Kurdish dictionary have been distributed throughout the country
- including to government offices ~ police confiscated copies of it from a bus garage and from a branch of a teachers
union in the southeast.

In contrast to such police actions, Deputy Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz recently . urgéd an immediate end to emer-
gency rule in the east and southeast, saying that a state that "belittles its citizens, does not like their religion, cus-
toms and clothing,” and views them as a "danger to its existence, cannot carry Turkey into the 21st century.”
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Kurdish language ban debate may herald change

Reuters December 4, 2000

When the leader of Turkey's only legal Kurdish party has words of praise for the country's chief spy, it might
be a sign that change is afoot.

Intelligence chief Senkal Atasagun dropped a bombshell recently when he suggested the state should set up a
Kurdish language television channel to secure the loyalty of the country's 12 million Kurds, many of whom do
not speak Turkish.

Not so many years ago, the Turkish state denied the existence of Kurdishasa separate language.

Murat Bozlak was re-elected leader of the People's Democracy Party (HADEP) last week, 18 months after he
resigned the post because of a political ban and ajail sentence imposed because of links to the terrorist/separa-
tist Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK). Sitting in his office under a portrait of Ataturk, the founding father of the
Turkish  Republic, Bozlak welcomed remarks by the head of Turkey's National Intelligence = Agency (MIT) in
favor of lifting the ban on Kurdish language broadcasting.

"It's time for Turkey to abolish these taboos," Bozlak said. "We find it positive that  such debate has started at
the upper levels of the state. This debate will start in public  as well."”

Ending the ban on Kurdish language broadcasting is a key condition for Turkey to start membership talks with
the European Union which last month publisheda document laying out ambitious economic and political changes
itwants tosee. Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit signalled his openness to the move, saying the National Intelligence
Organization (MIT) chief had spoken with his permission.

But he may have trouble persuading at least one of his coalition partners, the hardline Nationalist Movement
Party (MHP), not to mention the powerful and conservative army, which has always adamantly opposed what it
sees as moves that threaten the unity and security of the Turkish state.

Army's position still unclear

Liberal academic Dogu Ergil said the intelligence chief would not have made such explicit comments without
army approval; so Atasagun’s remarks were significant as  the first public statement of what powerbrokers in
Turkey may now have accepted as  an inevitable step.

"The MHP will go along with the army at the leadership level," Ergil said. "But the MHP based its political posi-
tion vis-a-vis the rank and file on opposing anything Kurdish, not only the PKK. So they will have problems
convincing their supporters.”

The army itself may be divided on the issue, or at best it is giving mixed signals. Daily Sabah said in an unsour-
ced report last week that the army regarded the MIT proposal as a deviation from the principle of the unity of the
state.

Human Rights Minister Rustu Kazim Yucelen said last month that Turkey could launch Kurdish language
broadcasts within a month if the ban is lifted - a move that could end the dominance of the satellite channel
Medya TV which echoes the views of the PKK.

Bozlak said lifting the ban would be a positive step but that Turkey still needed to take  other measures to
solve the Kurdish problem and create a "real democracy.”

Top of his list are an end to emergency rule in the Southeast, abolition of the death penalty, an amnesty cove-
ring what he calls "political prisoners" and full acceptance of human rights in Turkey.

Bozlak says his goal is to make HADEP a mainstream party representing all kinds of people in Turkey, not just
Kurds. It polled strong support in the Southeast in elections last year and holds several key mayoral offices in the
region. But a 10 percent hurdle kept it out of the national Parliament.

Bozlak faces a tough battle. The party faces a state move to ban it on accusations of links with the PKK. State
prosecutors have opened an investigation into accusations that HADEP's party congress last Sunday featured
chanting in favor of terrorist leader Abdullah Ocalan who was sentenced to death last year for treason.
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'Bozlak himself spent more than six months in prison last year and like many senior members of HADEP he
still ha‘s several outstanding cases against him. "These aré political cases brought against us, not because we have
committed any crime,” Bozlak said.

“Turkey should not try to make its way forward by silencing its citizens ... As soc;n ;s 'l:urkey becomes a real
_ democracy such cases will not be a concern.” : - ‘

" Ocalan'’s fate key for Kurds

_ HADEP denies links with the PKK, which itself has renounced the armed struggle since Ocalan calledAfor a
change of tactics from his prison cell last year.

Turkey holds Ocalan respon;ible for a 16-year campaign of violence in which some 30,000 people died.

Violence has dropped sharply since the ceasefire, and Bozlak said Turkey should take advantage of the cal-
mer situation to end emergency rule in four southeastern provinces which are still controlled by an all-powerful
governor appointed by Ankara. "The ceasefire has prepared an important foundation for peace. And Turkey has
fnad? its choice to enter the EU. Both of those have made a positive contribution, but' Turkey should move fast
in this positive environment and take into account the will of the general population,” Bozlak said.

The European Court of Human Rights is currently hearing an appeal against Ocalan's death sentence.

Tgrlfey he?s_ effectively had a moratorium on the death penalty since 1984 and the government is aware that
executing him would end any hopes Turkey has’ of joining the EU in-the near future. Even Atasagun has said it
would be against Turkey's interests to hang Ocalan. :

Still, feelings run strong when it comes to "Apo.” "I am opposed to the death penalty... with just one exception,
and that's Abdullah Ocalan,” said Can Ozbay, a lawyer representing an association called "Mothers of Martyrs"
which groups relatives of  Turkish soldiers killed by the PKK. '

All Turks are against the death penalty and want it to be scrapped — with the exception of Abdullah Ocalan,”
he said. "How can the murderer of 30,000 people be forgiven?" he concluded.

B T R T S T T

\ : PUK resumes assaults
Kurdish Observer 06 December 2000 ‘ .

Clashes have once again begun following two months of silence in South Kurdistan [Iragi Kurdistan]. The Patriotic
Union of Kurdistan (PUK) failed to heed calls for peace and continued military preparations following the cessation
of clashes on October 4, and orice again began assaults against PKK forces the other evening. .

According to news received from the region, the PUK peshmergas are being directed by Turkish military officers in
the region. Additionally, the main headquarters of the People's Defense Forces made a statement concerning the acti-
vities being carried out with air support, and said that the PUK's assaults began the other evening about 23:00 in the
regions of Boti and Kani Cenge. The PUK positioned a 4,000-man-group of peshmergas along the Kani Cenge line,
and was forced to withdraw after continuous clashes at about 6:30 in the morning after suffering heavy losses.

The people must take action

The main headquarters called on the people-to not remain silent against the PUK assaults, and said it was time for
all the Kurdish people, especially those in the Soran region, to take a definite stance against the PUK.

According to information received, five guerrillas lost their lives in the clashes, while the bodies of 10 PUK pesh-
mergas are in the hands of the guerrillas. B : '

Additionally, 6 peshmergas were captured and eight Kalashnikof rifles, one B-7 rocket, and one pistbl were seized by
the guerrillas. The People's Defense Forces statement also said that a helicopter belonging to a country which has not
been determined continually toured over the battle field while the clashes were continuing and that the assaults were

directed from this helicopter.
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The main headquarters of the People's Defense Forces also indicated the role of the Turkish state in these latest
clashes. The statement recalled that a 70-person Turkish military delegation had scouted out the area and made pre-

parations prior to the assault and that 20 TIR trucks loaded with weapons and ammunition had been delivered to
PUK officials in Suleymaniya a few days ago.

'The deception tactic did not work'

The statement from main headquarters said, "In order to cover up preparations for this last assault, Talabani invi-
ted a delegation from the KNK (Kurdistan National Congress) to Suleymaniya, employing a tactic of deception,
and thus aimed at catching the PKK forces unprepared. But, just like before, he met with disappointment,” sending
the message that the PUK will be given the necessary lesson if it continues its current stance. Shipments continuing

Turkish military units have been sending soldiers to South Kurdistan, according to information we have obtained
from local sources, Local sources call attention to the delivery of 14 trucks of heavy weapons and 10 vehicles car-
rying soldiers, and said that the transport was carried out in the evening in order to not draw reaction from the
people. The shipments have been sent from the Semdinli district of Hakkari to Suleymaniya in South Kurdistan.

Meanwhile, it has been learned that the Turkish military has amassed a great number of troops along the border
with South Kurdistan and that many people from border villages have been detained.

The cease fire was abused

A de facto cease fire to the assaults that began on September 14, 2000 against guerrillas positioned in the Karadag
region near Suleymaniya and carrying out front work had been secured with initiatives of the Kurdish intellec-
tuals. The PUK used this cease fire, however, to prepare the base for further assaults.

During this period, the PUK has continued its relations with Ankara and Tehran to wage war against the PKK,
while it received weapons and ammunition in recent days from Turkey.

'"Peace with PKK, never!'

Last September, while clashes were continuing,, PUK Politburo member Mele Baxtiyar, speaking on peace among
the Kurds, had said that they could observe a cease fire with the PKK but that they would never make peace. In a
statement made on PUK television, Baxtiyar said that their entire efforts were aimed at getting the PKK out of the
region.

PUK Ankara representative Shazad Said, meanwhile, said that they had given their word to Turkey that they
would not allow the PKK in the region. Warning to those behind the attacks

PKK Council of Leaders member Duran Kalkan delivered the news that the PUK forces had begun assault when
speaking on the "Gundem" program on MEDYA-TV the other evening.

Kalkan sent the message that they were determined to continue their peaceful stance and called on the PUK to "not
become a part of the initiatives of foreign forces towards the region."

"We will undoubtedly use our right to self-defense against such an assault,” Kalkan said, continuing, "The PUK has
become a pawn of the international conspiracy to liquidate the PKK. A 70-person Turkish military delegation car-
ried out scouting activities together with PUK forces throughout all the Southern regions, in the rural areas around
Ramya and Kaladize, and took photographs. We have also obtained information that other military forces are pre-
sent.”

Warning to Iran and Turkey

Kalkan called attention to the roles that Iran and Turkey had played in the PUK's assaults, and issued the follo-
wing warning to both countries: "If Turkey wants to secure gains from such conflicts, it is mistaken. It absolutely
must stay far from such initiatives. And if Iran is going to stand behind the PUK and have them attack us, this will
be to its own detriment. They must stay far from such things."

Kalkan said that Talabani's acceptance of the delegation from the KNK could also be evaluated as a part of the pre-
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parations for assault, and continued: "We are asking, what happened during this period so that the delegation
which was brought all the way to Tehran could not be brought to Suleymaniya? What relations occurred during -

_this period, what type of decisions did the PUK make, with whom did it meet? The answers to these questions must
be found." T T ‘

Call from the PKK

Kalkan said that everyone must do their part to obstruct these developments which would be to the harm of the
Kurdish people and stressed the following: "We are calling on the Kurdish people, the democratic forces in Turkey,
and the international democratic forces to be sensitive. We are calling on Kurdish intellectuals and the national
democratic forces to take a stand against such initiatives as these that will harm the Kurdish people and to increase
their efforts to find a solution through peace and democratic cooperation. As a party, we will be on your side in all
these initiatives.”

The assault is related to Turkey

Kalkan said that the situation in South Kurdistan was related to the recent debates in Turkey, and continued: "Those
who could not tolerate the developments which have occurred for a democratic solution to the Kurdish question and
general democratization, those who have been pressed by this, and circles which cannot democratize themselves
may develop sabotaging initiatives. Everyone must be alert to this."

Kalkan noted that the PUK was also among those circles which viewed democratic development as contrary to their
own existence.

Turkish military says PKK is still "significant threat"

7 Dec 2000 Agence France-Presse

ANKARA, Dec 7 (AFP) - Turkey's powerful army has said that the rebel Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) is still a
threat for the country despite its peace bids and warned against politicization efforts by the guerrillas.  "There are
some 4,500 terrorists left and they continue to constitute a significant threat even though most of them are abroad,”
a general staff report said, according to the Anatolia news agency.

"The Turkish armed forces are determined to continue the struggle until this threat is eradicated, that is, until the last
terrorist is rendered ineffective,” the report added. In September 1999, the rebels said they were halting the armed
campaign and retreating from Turkey to seek a peaceful resolution to the Kurdish conflict upon peace calls from
condemned PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan.

Ankara says that rebels who left Turkey are now based in northern Iraq, an area outside Baghdad's control since the
1991 Gulf War that the PKK has used as a springboard for attacks on Turkey. The army said the PKK still enter-
tained separatist ambitions and kept its troops as a "trump card" agamst Turkey despite its peace bid, which was a
cover-up for its goal to convert into a pohtical organization.

"In its (politicization) efforts, the PKK uses slogans highlighting ethnic identity, education and broadcasts in Kurdish
and a need to strengthen local administrations,” the report said. Turkey's accession process to the European Union
had encouraged the rebels to seek a new platform for themselves within the country's drive for democratic reforms,
it added. The public had serious doubts that some EU countries provided direct or indirect support to the PKK,
the report said without elaborating.

The army, however, acknowledged that the PKK was less active this year when compared to the past. The num-
ber of PKK attacks dropped to 45 from 3,298 in 1994. They claimed the lives of 15 civilians and 29 troops, while 1,479
civilians and 1,145 troops were killed in 1994.  Around 36,500 people have been killed since the PKK took up arms
in 1984 for self-rule in Turkey's mainly Kurdish southeast.

* * * * * * * *
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PUK Communiqué on the fighting with the PKK

'Kurdistani Nuwe' web site, Al-Sulaymaniyah, daily newspaper in Sorani

Kurdish published by Iraqi Patriotic Union

[Communique: Communique by the general command of Kurdistan Peshmarga
forces]

As it has been clear for all the faithful [people] of the Kurdish

nation, and

on the basis of the testimonies of the political parties of Turkish and

Iranian Kurdistan and most of the Syrian and Iraqi Kurdish political
arties,

the PKK [Kurdistan Workers Party] leadership has imposed an unfair

fighting

on the PUK [Patriotic Unjon of Kurdistan] and the [PUK-led] Kurdistan

regional government. This unfair fighting has broken out following

orders by

the PKK defeated and kneeled down leader Abdallah Ocalan.

According to the testimonies of tens of Kurdish cadres from Turkey and
Syria

wyho left the ranks of the PKK, [protesting] against PKK's aggressive
policies, the PKK Leadership Council insists to continue its dirty
fighting

with the intention of imposing itself on the Kurdistan regional
government

and occupying, as much as possible, of the Iragi Kurdistan liberated
territories. This criminal policy is [executed] by the PKK leadership

and by
orders from occupiers of Kurdistan, with their veiled and unveiled

assistance.
Dear Kurdish sisters and brothers patriotsd*?

The PUK was patient for a long time, hoping that the efforts [of
mediation]

which were exerted by friendly parties to both sides, the Kurdistan
Toilers'

Party and Kurdistan Democratic Socialist Party, would succeed and that
the :

PKK leadership would abandon its criminal policies, aggression and
provocation. But, unfortunately, according to both political parties,
these

efforts and attempts were useless, because the PKK leadership was not
ready

to implement the agreements and meet its promise of retreating [its
forces].

This means continuation in its attacks and provocation. Recently, it

has

gathered all its forces [which were positioned] in Khirenah, Shaykh
Sharo,

Shaykh Aysh and Kharpap, and deployed them in Qandil foothills. In the
past

of Kurdistan, 5 December 2000

days, and with the assistance and cooperation of the Iraqi government
and the

leadership of the KDP {Kurdistan Democratic Party}, it has transferred
more

than 250 gunmen from [its forces based] in Makhmur [under the Iraqi
government control] to Zar Gale, with the intention of attacking Kewa
Rash

an' -Raniyah.

These provocation and criminal policies by the PKK leadership have once
again

led to the imposition of fighting on the PUK forces and the Kurdistan
regional government, which, on its own liberated territory, protect the
achievements of the [1991] uprising and our people's new revolution.

By imposing this unfair fighting, which is [led under the] orders from

the

defeated and collapsed Abdallah Ocalan, the PKK leadership commits the
greatest and dirtiest national betrayal in the Kurdish political ‘
history. It

is a betrayal, which has no example in the history of the people of
Kurdistan. It is the betrayal of opposing liberated and federal

Kurdistan

with the assistance of the occupiers of Kurdistan, after having kneeled
down

before the government of its own country.

This is why all the Kurdish patriots should be keen on the liberation
of
Kurdistan, and condemn the new crime of Ocalan's leadership.

It is certain that the PUK, with the support of all the faithful
[sides] to

Kurds and Kurdistan, will confront, albeit forced, this attack by
Ocalanists,

in order to foil the dirty intention of the occupiers of Kurdistan,
which

Ocalan has now become the instrument in their hands. This is why, we
appeal

upon all the PKK sisters and brothers armed people not to shed their
blood

for the sake of the occupiers’ dirty plans, and to join, as soon as
possible,

these tens of conscientious PKK cadres, who understood the dirty
intention

very early, and have joined the arms of the Kurdistan people.

[Signed] General command of Kurdistan Peshmarga forces, 4th December
2000

KDP denial

Source: 'Brayati', 5 December 2000, published by the KDP

The Kurdistan Democratic Party [KDP] has issued a clarification
regarding a

statement by the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan [PUK] forces command on
4th

December. The following is the text of the clarification:

The PUK forces command issued on 4th December a military communique on
the

resumption of its military operations against the forces and military
positions of the Kurdistan Workers' Party [PKK] in Nawdasht area,
Rawanduz

and Qala Diza sectors.

'I;l\\e PUK military communique accused the KDP of supporting the PKK in
the

fresh confrontations between the two sides.

The KDP would like to state the following to the public:

1. The PUK military command’s accusation of [the KDP] helping the PKK
is a

false and unjust accusation. It is also completely devoid of truth and

is

not corroborated by any material evidence. The PUK leadership is well
aware

1"
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that if the KDP had exploited the PKK's conflict with the PUK for its
purely . . . . . -
selfish reasons - as the PUK leadership did throughout the last decade
when

it provided shelter for, supportedand encouraged-the PKK-gangs to- -
fight the .

KDP, the masses and the Iragi Kurdistan people's experience - the
balance of

power would have changed completely in a way adverse to the PUK's
interest.

However, the KDP does not fish in murky waters, as it [the PUK] has
been and

is doing. The KDP does not want to rejoice at the misfortune of either

of . .

the two warring sides, but in order to confirm a historical fact to the
coming generations, we would say that the PUK leadership in its current
bloody conflict with the PKK is only paying for its fatal political
mistakes :

and it is reaping what it had sown.

2. The PUK's new accusation is nothing but a desperate attempt to divert
attention and cover up the series of military setbacks and defeats
against

‘the PKK forces, which began last September when the PKK forces gained
control over large areas in Raniyah and Qala Diza, and as a way out and
to

cover up its defeat if it failed to regain the areas it had lost in

previous

battles.

3. The KDP has bravely made clear its stance vis-a-vis the PKK, as a
movement that is alien to the main body of the Kurdistan people's

national

liberation movement. It has practised terrorism against the sons of thg
people of Kurdistan, has forced its involvement in the 'affalrs of Iraqi
Kurdistan and inflicted the worst damage to the reputation of our

. people’s_ - __

humanitarian and democratic movement and to their democratic éxperierice
in .
Iraqi Kurdistan.
The KDP has been confronting the PKK's violations since 1992, and it has
exposed its aims and dubious and destructive policies. Meanwhile, the -
PUK :
leadership-and its spiritual mentors were singing the praises of PKK's
victories against the masses of innocent people and boasting about their )
ties and excellent relations with Ocalan's national leadership. ¢
This stance of the KDP vis-a-vis the PKK has not changed. It [KDP] still
believes that its [PKK's] presence and activities in Iraqi Kurdistan
constitute a threat to the region’'s security and stability.
4. The PUK's false allegations and accusations against the KDP have
become
common place; the latest of which being the KDP's support to the PKK in
the
current confrontation. In order for the Kurdish public to learn the
truth, : |
the KDP demands the setting up of a fact-finding committee composed of
Kurdistani parties based areas controlled by each and for the outcome
of its
[the committee’s] investigation to be made public so that our people
would
learn the truth behind the PUK's false accusations.
[Signed] Official spokesman for the KDP

l

-mardi 5 décembre 2000, 10h37

L'Irak a repris le pompage de brut a
Ceyhan mais pas les exportations

i

ANKARA, 5 déc (AFP) - L'Irak a repris vendredi dernier le pompage
de brut vers le port turc de Ceyhan (sud de la Turquie) afin de remplir
ses réservoirs, au lendemain de l'arrét de ses exportations via ce
terminal, mais sans reprendre pour autant cellesci, a indiqué mardi a
I'AFP une porte-parole de la compagnie pétroliére publique turque

Botas.

"L'Irak a recommencé a pomperi du pétrole & Ceyhan vendredi a 23H00 locales (21H00 GMT)

apreés une interruption de 23 heures,
I'exporter”, a-t-elle dit.

uniquement pour remplir les réservoirs et non pour

Le brut irakien coule dans les réservoirs au rythme de 380.000 a 530.000 barils par jour, contre

prés d'un million de barils par jour en "temps

L'Irak avait arrété jeudi dernier ses exportations de pétrole via le terminal de Ceyhan et celui

normal”, a-t-elle ajouté.

irakien de Mina Al-Bakr, réalisées dans le cadre du programme "pétrole contre nourriture” des
Nations unies, qui autorise 1'Irak & exporter du brut pour se procurer des biens de premiére -

nécessité sous strict controle de 'ONU.

LTrak et 'ONU sont en désaccord sur le mécanisme de fixation des prix du pétrole a adopter a
partir du ler décembre. Bagdad a demandé a 'ses clients de verser 50 cents de plus que le cours
officiel sur chaque baril de pétrole, a partir du ler décembre, sur un compte non contrdlé par
I'ONU, les avertissant qu'ils perdraient leurs contrats en cas de refus.
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IMF Team in Crisis-Hit Turkey

Officials to Discuss an Emergency Loan to Restore Confidence

Reuters

ANKARA — Turkey’s central bank
governor has said that authorities were
determined to ‘‘cool off the fireball’’
that has ripped through local financial
markets as an IMF team arrived in An-
kara on Sunday to discuss emergency
measures to shore up the economy.

In Washington, the managing director
of the International Monetary Fund,
Horst Koehler, said that Turkey had
made significant progress in its eco-
nomic stabilization and reform program
and that he wanted to strengthen market
confidence in Turkey.

Mr. Koehler said he hoped talks that
were to begin in Ankara on Sunday
evening could be completed expedi-
tiously so the IMF could move forward
with a loan to help calm a crisis

Bankers say that the central bank has
sold about $6 billion since the start of the
crisis amid soaring demand for dollars
by foreign investors who have largely
pulled out of Turk:{.

The latest official figures, released on
Thursday, showed reserves fell $2.85
billion to $21.58 billion by Nov. 24,
three days after the bank began emer-
gency funding to handle a cash crunch.

The IMF has vowed to put Turkey on
fast-track status for emergency loans
worth an estimated $4 billion.

Mr. Koehler said he hoped the IMF
could make a decision on a loan package
;t its scheduled board meeting on Dec.

1.

The Treasury undersecretary, Selcuk

Demiralp, said the central bank had done

Economists said the IMF could de-
liver $2 billion to $4 billion in extra
loans via a supplemental reserve facility
— a short-term, higher interest loan de-
signed to deal with emergency needs.

On Friday, tens of thousands of Turks
staged strikes and protests against un-
employment, low wages and social se-
‘I:l\uﬁ:ty cuts for which they blame the
Under the IMF’s plan, Turkey aims to
cut inflation from about 44 percent.to
single digits by the end of 2002.

e State Statistics Institute said Sun-
da_;' that consumer-price inflation rose
3.7 percent in November for an annual

, figure of 43.8 percent, down from 44.4

percent in October.
Wholesale prices rose 2.4 percent in
November, down from 2.8 per-

that was triggered two weeks
ago by fears about criminal in-
quiries into some of 10 banks
that are in receivership.

The stock market fallen
nearly 40 percent in two weeks

The stock market has fallen nearly
40 percent, and interest rates have
soared to more than 1,000 percent.

cent in October, for an annual

from 41.4 percent in October..
B Hackers Erase Web Site
Two Turkish hackers erased

and key interest rates have soared
to more than 1,000 percent as the probe
raised fears of a banking system crisis.
The IMF Turkey desk chief, Carlo
Cottarelli, arrived in Ankara with a team
of economists who will meet with Turk-
ish officials this week to discuss emer-
gency funding to restore confidence.
The central bank governor, Gazi Er-
cel, said in a newspaper interview on
Sunday that Turkey had $18.8 billion in
reserves to deal with what he called ‘‘a
speculative attack’’ on the country, and
said he expected the crisis to end soon.
*“I think we will overcome this in the
coming week,”” Mr. Ercel said in the
interview with Cumhuriyet newspaper.
‘“‘We are trying to cool off the fireball.”’
‘‘We have reserves of $18.8 billion.
All of this can be used. Some say that
only a small part of these reserves could
be used but that is wrong,’’ he said. ‘I do
not include our gold reserves in this.
There is the gold reserve of $1 billion.”’

everything possible to ease the liquidity
crisis, but was bound by strict criteria
under an existing $4 billion IMF-backed
disinflation plan.

On Thursday, the central bank ended
emergency funding auctions which had
violated the terms of the IMF plan.

That triggered a sharp rise in interest
rates, but economists said it was a signal
that Turkey had secured commitments
from the IMF.

*“The IMF naturally will get involved
in the crisis because this is a matter of
prestige for them as well as for us,”” Mr.
Demiralp was quoted as saying in Sabah
newspaper.

““The IMF’s contribution will both
refresh confidence in the economic pro-
gram and create liquidity through ad-
ditional funding,”” Mr. Demiralp said.
‘‘We will determine the dimensions and
amount of the support after negotiations
in Ankara,’’ he said.

the Web site of the Turkish
prime minister’s office on Sunday to
protest government plans for a limited
pay raise to public employees, Agence
France-Presse reported.

‘““This Web page has been de--
“stroyed,”” read a message left by the

hackers on the site for the office of Prime
Minister Bulent Ecevit.

Itadded that the raid was carried out to
protest the 10 percent raise the gov-
ernment promised to public employees
for the first half of 2001 under a tight
anti-inflation program. ‘

*“The hackers themselves are the chil-
dren of civil servants,”’ the message
said.

Trade unions say the planned raise is
not sufficient and will push workers into
further economic hardship, while the
government says it will not let employ-
ees suffer and will make extra funds
available if inflation in the second half of
next year rises above the targeted level.

figure of 39.1 percent, down

*
) st Eribune
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L'Irak a cesse

ses exportations de pétrole

NEW YORK (Nations unies). L'Irak a cessé ses'exportanong de petroie
via le terminal turc de Ceyhan (sud) et le port irakien de Mina el Bakr,
sur le Golfe, a indiqué, vendredi 1 décembre, le porte-parole de
PONU, Fred Eckhard. L'Irak et TONU sont en désaccord sur une nou-
velle formule de prix pour décembre. Bagdad exporte actuellement
2,3 millions de barils par jour, sous strict contrdle de l’ONU, pour ache-
ter des biens de premiere nécessité. Il a accusé vendredi le Corpné des
sanetions de PONU d’entraver ses exportations de brut, en rejetant la

nouvelle formule de prix proposée par Bagdad pour ¢ mois ac ae-
cembre. Les Etats-Unis, a déclaré le porte-parole de la Maison Blanche,
Jake Siewert, sont préts A « faire face a toute éventualité » et au besoin a
puiser dans leurs réserves pétrolieres stratégiques a la suite de la déci-
sion de PIrak. Le secrétaire américain 2 ’énergie, Bill Richardson, avait
indiqué jeudi que plusieurs pays exportateurs du Moyen-Orient
s’étaient engagés A compenser toute pénurie résuitant de I'arrét des
exportations pétrolieres irakiennes. - (AFP)

smmem | E MONDE / DIMANCHE 3- LUNDI 4 DECEMBRE 2000 s
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4 Kurdes condamnés pour l'occupation
- du consulat de Gréce a Francfort

FRANCFORT (Allemagne), 4 déc (AFP) - 16h32 - Quatre Turcs d'origine kurde ont été condamnés lundi & des peines allant jusqu'a 2

ans et 4 mois de prison pour l'occupation du consulat de Gréce & Francfort, au moment de la capture d'Abdullah Ocalan en février
1999.

Le tribunal de Francfort (ouest) a reconnu les quatre Kurdes, dgés de 26 a 38 ans, coupables de trouble & l'ordre public et de
dégradation de matériel.

Le consulat général de Gréce a Francfort avait été investi le 16 février 1999 par une trentaine de manifestants kurdes aprés la
capture du chef rebelle kurde Abdullah Ocalan. Ce dernier, aprés avoir trouvé refuge a 'ambassade de Gréce 4 Nairobi, avait été
remis aux autorités kenyanes, puis capturé par les forces spéciales turques.

Plusieurs centaines de manifestants kurdes avaient & 'époque occupé en signe de protestation les représentations diplomatiques
- grecques dans différentes villes d'Allemagne, dont 'ambassade & Bonn et les consulats de Stuttgart, Hanovre, Bonn, Leipzig,
Hambourg et Duesseldorf

A Francfort, la police avait d intervenir avec des canons a eau et des matraques contre les manifestants qui s'en étaient pris a des
voitures aux abords du consulat grec, avant d'investir le batiment. Plusieurs personnes avaient été blessées, dans les rangs des
manifestants et des policiers.

Kurdish rebel leader Ocalan has model prison conditions: report
AFP 7 Dec 2000

STRASBOURG, Dec 7 (AFP) - 14h38 - Rebel Kurdish leader Abdullah Ocalan lives in model prison conditions in
Turkey, but other inmates have been subjected to torture, a Council of Europe report approved by Ankara said on
Thursday.

According to the report by the council's committee against torture (CPT), Ocalan is kept in a cell measuring 13 squa-
re meters (140 square feet), which features natural lighting, air conditioning, a shower and basic furnishings which
are all "of very high quality.”

Ocalan, leader of the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK), was sentenced to death in June 1999 for treason and separa-
tism under the terms of a Turkish law covering "terrorist” acts.

The report, based on a visit by CPT members to Turkish prisons between February 23 and March 3, 1999, was publi-
shed with the Turkish government's accord under rules of the Strasbourg-based council. It also noted several cases
of torture and mistreatment of prisoners by anti-terrorist police units in Istanbul and Izmir, in western Turkey, which
included electroshocks, beatings, and "Palestinian hangings," or suspension by the arms.

In the most serious case, union leader Suleyman Yeter was tortured to death between March 5-7, 1999 in Istanbul,
just two days after the committee left the country. Three policemen suspected in the killing are being prosecuted, the
Turkish government said. Ocalan's detention regime is markedly different, according to the report. Though preven-
ted from having contact with other inmates, Ocalan has four doctors monitoring his health, a primary care physician,
a cardiologist, a specialist in internal medicine, and a psychiatrist. He listens to Turkish radio and receives books, per-
iodicals, and daily newspapers.

Comments by the Turkish government which accompany the report stress that the PKK leader can read all the mate-
rial provided during regular visits by his lawyers, his brother and two sisters.

They also say that Ocalan is protected from the negative effects of isolation by personnel trained in human relations
who "have daily conversations, at specific times, with the detainee.”

He also has access to an exercise yard which measures 45 square meters, while "dangerous criminals" in certain
Finnish, German, and Norwegian jails are restricted to smaller spaces, the Turkish government noted.

*  * % % k% % ¥
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Les banques turques fragiles, voire passibles
de corruption

'llﬁ

ANKARA, 5 déc (AFP) - Un systéme bancaire fragile, frappé récemment par 5 décembre 2000
d'incroyables scandales de corruption, est le noeud du probléme de la crise

financiére que traverse la Turquie, rappelant l'urgence d'un assainissement

réclamé & grands cris par le Fonds monétaire international (FMI).

Ce systéme est au bord d'une transition douloureuse au terme de l'accord
conclu par la Turquie avec le FMI en décembre 1999, qui a vu le lancement
d'un programme serré de lutte contre I'inflation.

La Banque centrale avait alors décidé d'ancrer la livre turque sur un panier
monétaire et de procéder & une dévalution progressive sur 18 mois pour
réduire les risques d'une dévaluation sauvage, et de réduire ses injections.

La nouvelle politique a donné des fruits puisque l'inflation a diminué, a
44% en glissement annuel en novembre contre 69% en 1999, sans atteindre les 25% espérés par le
gouvernement mais loin des 100% et plus du milieu des années 90.

Quant aux taux d'intérét, ils avaient été ramenés de 100% en début d'année 4 30% en juin, avant
de flamber avec la crise.

Or, les trés nombreuses banques turques (81) ont largement profité pendant des années de ce
contexte d'inflation trés élevée alimenté par un déficit budgétaire considérable.

Les banques ont négligé les opérations commerciales pour acheter des bons du Trésor a haut
rendement, véritables vache 2 lait. Selon un expert bancaire, sur le total de leur bilan, soit
quelque 135 mds USD, un tiers environ provient de ces bons et un autre tiers des crédits.

Les intéréts perqus sur les titres de I'Etat et les bénéfices des opérations d'arbitrage leur ont assuré
le retour sur fonds propres le plus élevé de tous les pays de I'OCDE, soit 52%, contre 20% aux
Etats-Unis ou 19% en Grande-Bretagne.

Mais le programme anti-inflation a sapé cette rentabilité, alors que seules les grandes banques
étaient préparées au changement.

Bon nombre d'instituts ont sombré: 10 banques en faillite sont passées sous le contrdle de 1'Etat
et leur recapitalisation devrait exiger prés de 10 mds USD, soit 5% du Produit intérieur brut.

Et dans quelles conditions! Le propriétaire d'Egebank, Yahya Murat Demirel, neveu de
I'ex-président Suleyman Demirel, a atterri en prison aprés avoir été filmé par les caméras de
surveillance de sa banque en train de vider les coffres. Il est accusé d'avoir retiré 5 millions de
dollars deux jours avant qu'Egebank ne passe sous controle de I'Etat.

L'Agence de supervision bancaire, dirigée par l'ancien ministre des Finances Zekeriya Temizel,
poursuit une "opération mains propres” dans le secteur, et le gouvernement, ses privatisations,
qui doivent prochainement toucher 3 banques.

Le déclencheur de la crise a été les difficultés d'une des banques, la Demirbank, qui détenait
relativement 2 ses actifs le plus de titres d'Etat. Pour faire face a ses besoins de liquidités, elle s'est
mise & les vendre massivement, faisant monter les taux d'intérét.

A ce signal d'alarme, les investisseurs ont fui, agravant la crise de liquidités que la Banque
centrale a tenté de freiner en injectant 6 mds USD en six jours.

Mais au-dela de cet incident, le FMI s'était déja inquiété du niveau inquiétant d'endettement des
banques turques en devises étrangéres par rapport 2 leurs actifs -puisqu'elles trouvaient plus
rentable de s'endetter en dollars pour acheter en livres turques des bons du Trésor.

La Banque centrale a fini par rappeler les banques a l'ordre, créant une demande trés forte
d'achat de dollars de leur part, ce qui a aussi malmené les taux d'intérét.
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Les Quinze et la Turquie

s'accordent sur

un « partenariat d'adhésion »

Les susceptibilités d’Ankara ont été ménagées

" 'BRUXELLES
de notre bureau européen
Les Quinze se sont mis d’accord

- sur une formule de « partenariat

d’'adhésion » avec la Turquie et celle-
ci convient aux autorités d’Ankara

. comme 2 celles d’Athénes : tel est le -
. résultat essentiel de la réunion, lun-

di 4 décembre, des ministres euro-

péens des affaires étrangdfres. En ce |
. qui concerne ensemble de la straté-

gie d’élargissement de 'Union, les

. ministres se sont bornés a confirmer

les conclusions du « document stra-
tégique » adopté, le mois demier,
par la Commission européenne. Sur
ce point, Hubert Védrine a rappelé
qu'il est souhaitable d’accélérer le

" processus ‘de négociations avec les

douze pays candidats, conformé-

ment au cadre « ambitieix et réa- -

liste » proposé par Giinter Verheu-
gen, le commissaire européen
chargé de I'élargissement.

En clair, I'Union rappelle qu'elle
est préte a accueillir les premiers
candidats «a partir de la fin de
2002 », ce qui ne signifie pas grand-
chose. Les « Treize », qui seront pré-
sents, jeudi 7 décembre, & Nice, lors
de la premiére journée du sommet
européen, ne se font d'ailleurs au-
cune illusion : la stratégie d’élargis-
sement de I'Union y sera bien évo-

quée, mais en dépit des souhaits des -
pays candidats, il n’est pas question -

pour les Quinze de fixer la moindre
date de fin des négociations. Celle

du 1= janvier 2003 ne sera, a Pévi- -

dence, pas respectée et, compte te-
nu des délais de ratification, il est

probable que les premiers élus n’in-

tégreront pas 'UE avant 2005.

ASSURANCES GRECQUES

Un pas important vient cepen-
dant d’étre franchi avec la Turquie, -
qui n’allait-pas de soi: tant les rela-
tions entre. Ankara et les Quinze.
s'étaient durcies ces dernitres se-
‘maines. La- Commissnon, en pam-
culier, avait inclys 1a solution au pro-
bléme de Chypré (divisée entre

“Turcs et Grecs) parmi les critéres po-

litiques qu’Ankara 'devait respecter

pour ‘pouvoir prétendre accéder au
plein statut de pays candidat a
P'Union. Les Turcs s'étaient .dits

«trahis » par une telle exigence,

qu'ils considérent comme contraire
aux conclusions du sommet d’Hel-
sinki, en décembré 1999, lequel, en
effet, n'a pas établi de lien direct
entre la démarche d’adhésion et la

_ résolution du probleme chypriote

ainsi que celui concernant la souve-
raineté d’'une poignée d’llots en mer
Egée.

La solution trouvée par les Quinze
~ dont Ismaé! Cem, le ministre turc
des affaires étrangeres, s'est félicité,
lundi, qu’elle prenne en compte les
'« opinions » et les « sensibilités »
turques A propos de Chypre et de la
mer Egée - est, comme I'a souligné
Hubert Védrine, un exemple de
« marqueterie » diplomatique. « En
accord avec les conclusions d’Helsin-
ki, et dans le contexte du dialogue po-
litique » (avec Atheénes), 'Union eu-
ropéenne déclare soutenir
fermement les efforts du secrétaire
général des Nations unies pour par-
Venir a un « réglement pacifique » du
différend sur Chypre. Ce méme
«dialogue politique » est invoqué
s’agissant des « disputes de fron-

tiére », ce qui vise le conflit en mer -

Egée. M. Védrine a indiqué avoir ob-
tenu dimanche des assurances de
Georges Papandréou, le ministre
grec des affaires étrangeres, et a pré-
cisé que les Quinze, «donc la

. Gréce », considérent qu'il s’agit d’'un

« bon accord ».

Athénes avait insisté jusque-i3
pour qu'un lien explicite soit établi
entre la question chypriote et les cri-
téres politiques qu’Ankara doit rem-
plir pour obtenir le statut de pays
candidat. La décision des Quinze
constitue donc une avancée pour la
Turquie, mais celle-ci est relative.
Dans son « document de straté-
gie », la Commission européenne

avait souligné le trés long chemin

que la Turquie doit parcourir - no-
tamment s'agissant de I'établisse-
ment de la démocratie et de 'Etat de

Un grave crise
financiére

Une délégation du Fonds moné-
taire international, arrivée d’ur-

. gence a Ankara, a entamé, lundi

4 décembre, des négociations
avec les autorités du pays sur la
question du versement immédiat
de fonds d’assistance supplémen-
talres pour surmonter un manque

de Hquidités sur les marchés fi- -
_ nanciers. La crise a été déclenchée

en partie par enquéte ordonnée
aprés la mise sous tutelle de dix
banques en difficulté, Huit d’entre
elles avalent été placées sous le
contrle de PEtat en décembre
1999. En octobre, le Conseil de su-
pervision des banques a demandé
la saisie de deux établissements
supplémentaires. Des dizaines de
personnalités trés en vue, et no-
tamment le neveu de Pancien pré-
sident snleymangDemlrel, ont été

. arrétées pour fraude.

La banque centrale a été

" contrainte de puiser dans ses ré-
- serves pour injecter quelque

6 milliards de dollars sur les mar-
chés financiers afin de faire face a

. 1a crise de confiance qui a suscité

des retraits massifs de capitaux.
Les taux interbancaires ont at-
teint 1300 %, lundi. - (Corresp.)

droit - avant de pouvoir rejoindre e -

peloton des douze pays candidats
qui sont d’ores et déji placés dans
une position de pré-adhésion. Pour

. ne prendre que le seul chapitre du

respect des droits de 'homme, le
rapport soulignait: « Par rapport a

. l'année derniére, la situation ne s'est

cependant guére améliorée et la Tur-
quie ne remplit toujours pas les cri-
téres de Copenhague. »

Laurent Zecchini
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a «question kurde»
) o
a I'Espace Renoir

Demain soir a ’Espace Renoir de Roanne, le Comité relais de France-Libertés

propose une séance de projection du film iranien,
ie Tableau Noir, primé a Cannes cette année. Le film sera suivi d’une conférence sur la «question kurde»
en présence de Kamuran Ji Kikan, juriste et secrétaire d’état de I’Institut kurde de Paris.

Tableav Noir,

un film

de Samira
Makhmalbat
qui méle poésie,
humanité

et réalisme.

Le Progrés, 7 décembre 2000

poésie, humanité et réalisme. Rien

que pour ¢a, le long métrage de Sa-
mira Makhmalbaf, une jeune cinéaste
iranienne 4gée de 20 ans, vaut le détour.
Pour se rendre compte de cela, les pre-
miéres minutes suffisent. Le décor tout
d’abord, un cadre somptueux, er. terri-
toire iranien. Quelques instituteurs vo-
guent de villages en villages, un tableau
noir sur le dos, alors qu‘un nouveauw’
bombardement se termine. Un tableau
noir qui fait quasiment office d2 per-
sonnage principal. Le tableau noir est
'un de ceux que l‘on peut trouver au
mur de n’'importe quelle salle de clas-
se d’un pays occidental. Mais 13, en Iran,
dans la partie que les Kurdes aiment
appeler le Kurdistan iranien, ce sont les

I £ TasLeau Noir est un film qui méle

instituteurs qui cherchent les éléves,
qui cherchent 4 donner des repéres a ces
jeunes et a les faire accéder 4 la cultu-
re d'un peuple oppressé.

Problémes d’identité
pour un peuple sans état

Suite a la projection de ce film ma-
gnifique qui fut primé a Cannes cette an-
née, le secrétaire d'état de I'institut kur-
de de Paris, Kamuran Ji Kikan, tentera
d’expliquer les probléemes que rencontre
le peuple kurde.

Les problémes d’identité pour un
peuple qui n‘a pas d'état. « En effet, on
considére qu'il existe un Kurdistan ira-
nien, un Kurdistan irakien, un Kurdistan
turque et un Kurdistan syrien... Mais
pas de Kurdistan kurde ! » confirme

Madeleine Jayol, la coordinatrice dé-
partementale du Comité relais de ia Loi-
re de France-Libertés. « Les Kurdes for-
ment un peuple opprimé dans leur
liberté d’expression et d’association et
notamment par la Turquie, un état qui
revendique sa place dans I'Union eu-
ropéenne. En Iran, également, il est por-
té atteinte a leur identité culturelle En
Irak, Bagdad a eu recours aux armes

chimiques contre le peuple kurde a la fin
de la guerre d’Iran en 1988 », poursuit
Madeleine Jayol.

Le Comité relais de la Loire de Fran-
ce-Libertés invite & découvrir ce peuple,
et les problémes qui entourent la «ques-
tion kurde», lors d’une soirée spéciale
demain soir a I'Espace Renoir.

E. GR
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Le Pays Roannais, 7 décembre 2000

= SPACE RENOIR _

La question kurde
A l'occasion du film iranien
« Le tableau noir »

B e 2031 00 312y CARETS 2000 e

LETABLEAU &

B un e de Samira Makhmalbaf

« A

2000

7

DECEMBRE

e

LE beau film de la jeune Iranienne
Samira Makhamalbaf est projeté
a 'Espace Renoir du 6 au 20 décem-
bre. « Le tableau noir » est un conte

-symbolique-tourné-dans-les-mon--

tagnes du Kurdistan aux confins de
I'lran et de I'lrak. Courageusement,
la jeune réalisatrice y évoque les
problémes ethniques, linguistiques
et culturels des minorités nationales
dans la région, notamment.des
Kurdes.

Le comité-relais France Libertés

de la Loire organise, le 8 décembre,
une soirée spéciale-ou, a I'issue de Ia
projection, une conférence-débat
aura lieu, animée par le secrétaire de
FInstitut kurde de Paris, M. Kamu-
ran Ji Kikan, qui a accepté de venir a

Roanne pour parler de la situation-

du peuple kurde aujourd'hui. )
Les Kurdes sont en effet un

peuple sans Etat, irnplanté dans cing -

pays différents. Il y a un Kurdistan
de Turquie, un Kurdistan d'Iran, un
Kurdistan d’Irak, un Kurdistan de
Syrie, mais il n’y a pas de Kurdis-
tan... Kurde. Les Kurdes aspirent
depuis le XIX- siécle au statut de
nation reconnue, voire d’Etat indé-
pendant dont la perspective leur
avait été offerte par le traité de
Sévres (aoiit 1920) qui cléturait la
Premiére Guerre mondiale mais qui
ne fut jamais appliqué, la Turquie s'y
étant toujours opposée.

Pire que cela, depuis cette date la
Turquie nie I'existence méme des
Kurdes. Elle les opprime dans leur
liberté d'expression, d’association ;
elle interdit I'enseignement de leur

-langue, Pratiqu’e emprisonnement ct
torture a leur égard. En Iran égale-

 ment, il est porté atteinte 4 leur iden-

tité culturelle. En Irak, Bagdad a eu

—_recours.aux armes chimiques contre

les Kurdes a la fin de la guerre
contre V'Iran en 1988. .

Que fait la communauté interna-
tionale ? . . -

Que fait I'Europe face au terro-
risme d’Etat pratiq]l(xé par la Turquie
contre la minorité kurde forte de 15
millions de personnes ? :

L'Union européenne peut-elle ac-

- cepter le principe de 'adhésion de la
Turquie & la communauté des
quinze ? ’ .

Ne doit-elle pas exiger une amé-
lioration des droits de Fhomme dans
ce pays candidat, comme conditicn
essentielle & son entrée dans I'Union ?

Une telle demande a I'adresse des
élus politiques est 1'objectif de ta

- campagne pationale pour le respezt

des droits de I'homme dans la zote
euro-méditerranéenne et en partirai-
lier en Turquie soutenue par Fraice
Libertés et qui se dérvule du 17 no-
vembre 2000 a fin février 2001 (elle
veut profiter de I'occasion offerte par
la présidence francaise de 'Union
européenne).

Le comité-relais de la Loire, qui
désire sensibiliser la population lo-
cale a ce probléme, vous invite a

venir écouter le secrétaire de I'Ins-

titut kurde de Paris vendredi 8 dé-

cembre, a 20 h, a I’Espace Renoir,

apres la projection du film de Samira
akhamalbaf « Le tableau noir ».

“«Gréve a mort» dans les prisons turques

139 détenus politiques jetinent pour protester contre leur transpert.

- Istanbul de notre correspondant

‘ I Is ont cessé de §’alimenter

depuis le 20 octobre, et les:

139 «grévistes a mort» se di-
sent préts aller jusqu'au bout.
Entrés hier dans leur 47¢ jour
de gréve de la faim, ces prison-
niers politiques de treize éta-
blissements veulent protester
contre le plan.du ministeére de
la Justice turc qui prévoit le

transfert des détenus dans des -

cellules individuelles d’isole¥
ment. Selon I’Association des
. parents des déténus, 48 sont
déja dans une phase critique.
Le mouvement de protestation
avait commencé dans dix-huit
établissements pénitentiaires
aveclaparticipation de 816 dé-
tenus politiques, accusés d’ap-
partenir 2 des organisations
d’extréme gauche, commele
Front-Parti révolutionnaire
de la libération populaire
(DHKP-C), le Parti commu-

. niste ouvrier. de. Turquie

(TKIP) et le Parti communiste
de Turquie (marxiste-léninis-
te). Les prisonniers membres
ou proches du Parti des tra-
vailleurs du Kurdistan {PKK)
ne participent pas activement a
cette «gréve jusqu’a la mort»
mais soutiennent le mouve-

ment-par des gréves delafaim

de solidarité de sept jotirs. Par-
mi les 12000 prisonniers poli-
tiques de Turquie, trois quarts
sont accusés d’appartenance
au PKK. La population totale
des établissements péniten-
tiairesateint 68000 personnes.

- Un moteiment similaire avait
-eu liekren juillet 1996. Douze -
grévidtes de la faim étaient

morts,a partir du 60¢ jour.
Clestencoreunefoisla -
création de nouveaux
typesde prison congus
par le ministére de la
Justice, dits de type F,
qui a entrainé ce mou-
vement. Ces centres de -

détention sont formés
de cellules indivi-
duelles d’isolement ou
de trois personnes. Ac-

48

deforce.  ©
Les prisonniers. poli-
- tiques, leurs parents et

tuellement, les détenus poli-  détomss s militants des droits
tiques ou de droit commun vi- politiques, de Phomme. ainsi que
vent dans des celluies de 20 a ;:‘l; ('aedse I:;gf:i% certaines pe’i'sonn?xli—
fZiOO P erionnes. Les dﬁgs M3 ™ depuiste - tésdumonde médical,.
rognent ononaitye, Lesautory,  ZSgElobresont - Sopposent  ce nou-

- . - déjadansune : o -
tés, qui ne controlent que les  phase critique. veau type de prisons..

murs d’enceinte, affirment que

~ les prisons sont dévenues des

acamps d’entrainemient idéolo-
gico-politiques des organisations
séparatistes et terroristes». Refu-
sant toute négociafion, elles as--
surent que «les grévistes de la
faim'sont soumis aux pressions
des organisations terroristes».
Les parents des détenus récu-
sent de telles accusations. Des
membres du gouvernement
ont proposé une intervention

. des forces de Vordre afin de’

transférer les grévistes a ’hopi-
tal olils seront nourris-

Les experts estiment
que le gouvérnement ne pour-
ra pas transférer I'ensemble des
prisonniers politiques dans des
prisons de type F avant la pro-

" clamation d’une amnistie at-
tendue avant lafin de)’année et
destinée 3 diminuer la popula-
tion carcérale. Les condamnés
pourdes délits deterrorisme ne
devraient pas en bénéficier, se;
lon le ministere dela Justice @

RAGIP DURAN

-

-
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Le PKK reste une menace "importante"

4ll||ii||»

qu'il faut combattre, selon I'armée

ANKARA, 7 déc (AFP) - 17h07 - La rébellion kurde de Turquie est toujours une "importante” menace pour l'unité du pays qu'il faut
combattre "jusqu'a ce que le dernier terroriste soit neutralisé", indique 'armée turque dans un rapport publié jeudi.

“Ii existe encore environ 4.500 terroristes, pour la plupart en dehors des frontiéres turques, qui représentent toujours une importante
menace", précise le rapport d'évaluation pour 'année 2000 des efforts de 'armée dans sa lutte contre les Parti des Travailleurs du
Kurdistan (PKK).

Le texte, cité par l'agence Anatolie souligne la détermination de I'armée a mener la lutte "jusqu'a ce que le dernier terroriste soit
neutralisé”, méme si le PKK a annoncé qu'il renongait a la lutte armée et se retirait de Turquie a partir de septembre 1999, a l'appel
de son chef Abdullah Ocalan, condamné 4 mort en juin 1999.

Le rapport indique que le PKK, qui avait déclenché une lutte armée en 1984 pour la création d'un Etat kurde indépendant dans le
sud-est anatolien & majorité kurde, n'a jamais renoncé a son objectif de "diviser la Turquie”.

L'armée estime que le PKK tente aujourd'hui de rentrer dans le jeu politique en défendant "soi-disant" des valeurs comme la
démocratie et les droits de 'Homme, et en profitant du processus de démocratisation lancé en vue d'une adhésion de la Turquie a
1'Union européenne (UE).

"Cette situation encourage la poursuite de I'existence et des activités du PKK et nuit aux efforts de la Turquie pour en finir avec le

terrorisme”, souligne le document.

Le rapport exprime en outre des préoccupations concernant la création d'émissions de radio ou de télévision en kurde ou
l'enseignement en kurde, demandés par I'UE a la Turquie, estimant que cela correspond a des "slogans” du PKK, laissant ainsi
entendre que I'armée y est opposée.

Le vice-Premier Ministre Mesut Yilmaz s'est prononcé pour l'existence d'émissions en langue kurde alors que son partenaire de
coalition, le Parti de I'action nationaliste (MHP, extréme droite), y est violemment opposé.

DU 7 AU 13 DECEMBRE 2000

COURRIER INTERNATIONAL N° 527

!

qmmﬁmmuxm
mwﬁd%ﬁwambewpom
dé mmM&WMM
Jumalintes) ammwma« aq!ourdhulé
" laretralte. -
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TURQUIE
b4
Pour ’honneur de la presse
Un Jounsaliste fiso publie unc leétre oaverte  vés en trés mauvalse posture : Mehmet All  calomnles reprises par les journaux Harriyet
ammm-omtu " Birand &t Cengllz Candar. Le premier a perdu et Sabah étaient employés per le quotidien...
ma-mmiimm * son poste et le second n"a plus eu le droit  Sabah | Maintenant, il est temps de deman-
»Mdmmamm d"écrire Sur ce sujet. Dans ses prétendus  der ouvertement des comptes aux rédacteurs
at’w . aveux, Sekik les auralt accusés d’avoir requ  en chef de ces deux quotidiens, Ertugrul
de P'argent & *Apo™ [nom de guerre d'Ocalan}  Ozkdk et Zafer Mutlu. Qui leur a fourni ces
as,ieshrmmé,mm pour écrite des articles favorables au PKK.  prétendus aveux ? Sous quel prétexte ? Pour-
nmwwuwme un‘yavutpat&smmmpmsam quoi n'ontils pas cherché a vértfier ces infor-
’ : ce n'étsit pas vral. Mais certains jour-  mations, que nous savions tous étre des
naﬁxoﬁt némmlnspuwéi'lmmaﬂon, mensonges, avant d'en faire leurs man-

chettes ?
Au moment de leur publication, nous avons

" &té &tonnés : le dossier d’instruction w’était

pas public et, jusqu'a 'ouverture dis procés,
on ne poyvait transmettre son contenu A des
tiers, ni le publier. Il serait donc intéressant

" de savolr quel type de relations a existé entre

ceux qui ont fournt ces iInformations et ceux
qui les ont publiées. Pourquoi fes ont-ils
publiées?Est-oequiisontsublunepres—
sion guelconque pour le faire ?
Nousmmmmoelapan )
d'Ertugrul Ozkok et de Zafer Mutiu. Quelies

19




songé un instant qu us pwssent avovr des
- droits ‘€ux aussi ? Quand Ie procés a com- -
menoé toutle [nonde aw qu ‘s aglssartde

~fusion de cés informations Qu ils admettent
Ieur responsablllté et révélent les noms de

Le FMI est au chevet de la Turquie
en proie a une grave crise financiere

La mise sous tutelle de onze établissements bancaires
a provoqué une perte de confiance dans le systéme financier
alors que la populatlon redoute de nouvelles restrictions

ISTANBUL
de notre correspondante
La perspective”d"un, crédit d'ur-

. gence accordé par le. Fonds moné-

taire international (EMI) - qui
pourrait étre annéncé le 6 dé-
cembre ~ a fait renibntér la Bourse
d’Istanbul. Elle a regagné 20 % mar-

di aprés avoir perdu 40 % au cours .

des deux demiéres semaines, 3 la

suite de la grave crise financiére qui

secoue le pays, en raison de la mise
sous tutelle de onze établissements
bancaires. Deux-délégations du
FMI sont arrivées dimanche dans la
capitale turque. Elles ont immédia-
tement entamé des négociations
avec les autorités, lesquelles de-
mandent des crédits supplémen-
taires de I'ordre de 5 milliards de
dollars pour faire face a une ca-
rence de liquidités. Le retrait sou-
dain de capitaux, occasionné par la
perte de confiance dans le systéme
bancaire turc, avait contraint la
Banque centrale a puiser dans ses
réserves. Plus de 6 milliards de dol-
lars avaient été injectés sur les mar-
chés financiers en Pespace de quel-
ques jours. Puis, lorsque la Banque
centrale avait décidé de fermer les
robinets, les taux d’intérét a court
terme avaient grimpé vertigineuse-
ment pour atteindre 1 700% ven-
dredi.

En décembre 1999, le FMI avait
sxgné avec la Turqule un accord de
starid-by, qui prévoyait le verse-
ment de 4 milliards de dollars sur

. une période de trois ans. Bien que
la 'nn'qule n‘ait pas atteint tous les-

objectifs fixés pour la fin de I'an

. 2000, la détermination des autori-

tés a appliquer le programme
d’austérité a, jusqu’a présent, satis-
fait Porganisme international. L’in-
flation, qui avait atteint 39,1 % pour
les prix de gros a la fin du mois de
novembre, est A son taux le plus

bas depuis quinze ans. Une ré--

forme profonde du secteur ban-
caire figurait également dans le
programme. Parmi les quatre-
vingts banques qui se disputent un
secteur restreint, bon nombre
avaient, pendant des années, vécu
presque exclusivement du marché
lucratif des bons du Trésor qui of-
frait des taux d'intérét trés élevés.
Ces taux ayant chuté avec la mise
en place du plan d’austérité, les
banques dont les activités ne
s’étaient pas suffisamment diversi-
fiées ont été condamnées a dispa-
raitre.

PERSONNALITES EN VUE

La crise actuelle a été en partie
déclenchée par enquéte consé-
cutive a la mise sous tutelle des on-
ze banques. De nombreuses per-
sonnalités en vue, dont le neveu de

Yancien président Suleyman Demi-

rel, sont désormais sous les ver-
rous. L’enquéte a également permis
de démontrer que, dans certains
cas, le-gouvernement a mis des
mois A réagir, alors que des rap-
ports avaient attiré I’attention sur
les malversations pratiquées. Le
Conseil de supervision des banques
a emprunté 6,1 milliards de dollars

au Trésor pour réhabiliter ces
banques dans le but de les vendre.
L'injection d’argent frais du FMI
devrait étre suffisant pour mettre
fin 2 la crise actuelle, pour autant
que ces crédits soient versés rapi-
dement. Si la tempéte financiére
devait se poursuivre, la livre turque
pourrait d’étre dévaluée et le plan
d’assainissement tout entier serait
en danger. Le FMI est conscient du
risque et a déja annoncé qu'il agi-
rait rapidement. « Il s’agit d’une
crise de trésorerie, pas d’une crise
économique », explique un ban-
quier frangais a Istanbul. Reste a
savoir quelles conditions seront im-
posées par le FML Si la crise ac-
tuelle n’a pas causé de panique au
sein de la population, les pertes su-
bies devront en définitive étre
comblées par le contribuable. Le
1e décembre, des dizaines de mil-
liers d’employés du secteur public
avaient fait gréve pour protester
contre les limitations des hausses
de salaires imposées sous I'égide du
FMI. Des restrictions plus strictes
encore pourraient désormais étre
introduites. Le FMI insistera égale-
ment sur la privatisation rapide des
entreprises et des banques d’Etat.
Le gouvernement turc a déja an-
noncé qu'il entendait accélérer la
privatisation de 33,5 % de Turk Te-
lekom. Mais surtout, pour éviter
qu’'une telle crise se répéte, les au-
torités devront sérieusement faire
le ménage dans le secteur bancaire.

Nicole Pope

feMonde JEUD! 7 DECEMBRE 2000

“puqucnt ‘dovant i ur paLrs aﬁn qu ‘o pun,.-,
dlssmer I' ombre qui plane ¢ sur Ia profession =
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ARTS-SPECTACLES
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LE NOUVEL OBSERVATEUR

De notre envoyé spécial a Istanbul

La voix des Alevis

Sabahat Akkiraz est I'idole de cette communauté
ésotérico-religieuse anatolienne qui vénére autant I'imam Ali
que le poéte Pir Sultan ou Atatrk. Elle est en concert a Paris , -

etit, trapu, le dede, luth sous le bras,

fonce vers I’estrade de la salle de céreé-

monie. Hommes et femmes assis en

tailleur I’attendaient avec ferveur.

Aprés un court préche débité 4 une

allure folle, le maitre spirituel prend son saz,

luth 4 long manche, et avec la méme énergie

enchaine a un rythme qu’on n’ose dire d’enfer

chanson sur chanson. Trés vite pour les fideles

qui frappent dans leurs mains, c’est I'extase,

parfois méme la transe. C’est un cem, cérémo-

nie rituelle des Alevis turcs, communauté

ésotérico-religieuse anatolienne de quelque

20 millions d’dmes, soit un tiers de la popula-
tion turque.

Karacaahmet Sultan Dergahi, dans la ban-

lieue d’Istanbul, est 'un de leurs principaux
centres culturels et cultuels. Ils s’y réunissent
chaque jeudi soir, eux qui ne connaissent ni
mosquée ni église, pour y célébrer leur foi. Aux
murs, les portraits de 'imam des chiites, Ali,
du troubadour-poéte du XVI° siécle Pir Sultan
brandissant son saz comme une arme, et du
trés laique Atatiirk considéré par les Alevis
comme une sorte de prophéte, font trés vite
comprendre que ces droles de paroissiens sont
adeptes d’un syncrétisme étonnant.

Cette cérémonie en forme de concert évoque
a la fois les zikr musulmans de Syrie ou
d’Egypte ou sont invoqués les noms d’Allah et
les églises noires de Harlem. Le frénétique dede
a tout d’un Al Green turc pour qui la musique

est la plus belle forme de la priére. En fin de
soirée, les femmes entrent dans la danse et font
une ronde extatique, le semah, dont l'origine
est clairement chamanique.

Au fond de la salle, recueillie et souriante,
Sabahat Akkiraz participe au rituel. A 40 ans,
cette chanteuse 4 la voix sublime est I'idole des
Alevis. Elevée en Anatolie orientale, elle est
avec sa grand-mére 'une des rares femmes &
chanter dans les cem aux cotés du dede. Son ré-
pertoire est immense. Chants populaires et

mystiques alternent. Beaucoup appartiennent i
la tradition orale, celle qui, depuis le XVI* siécle,
a transmis les chansons extraordinaires de Pir
Sultan, ce poéte rebelle vénéré par les Alevis
comme un saint.

Ce soir, le dede, emporté par son propre
chant et les réponses exaltées des fidéles, ou-
bliera de faire chanter Sabahat. Accompagnée
au saz par son frére, on la retrouve le lende-
main chez elle, en petit comité. Délicate am-
biance de salon de musique. Son chant est gai,
léger. Elle ne force jamais la voix, préférant
faire entendre avec la plus exacte subtilité mé-
lodies et paroles. Parfois, sur des « airs longs »
de la tradition alevie, elle s’autorise des accents
plus passionnés et des variations vocales d’une
grande force émotionnelle. Les astk, les bardes
anatoliens, ont été ses maitres. « Je chante d la
fois des priéres pour Ali, Pamour de Phomme et de
la justice », dit-elle en ajoutant qu’une grande
partie de ses chansons sont des chants de
révolte.

Majoritairement de gauche, cette commu-
nauté & la gnose ésotérique, aux rites informels
et au refus de se plier a toute loi islamique irrite
- le terme est faible - les autorités politiques et
religieuses. Les islamistes ne se privent jamais
de harceler ces « musulmans » dont la soumis-
sion aux dogmes et obligations religieuses est
particuliérement minimaliste.

Sabahat Akkiraz a su séduire au-dela de sa
communauté. Ses quatorze disques ont eu en
Turquie un immense succeés. Elle est 'ambas-
sadrice de sa religion, littéralement extraordi-
naire car personne n’est vraiment capable
d’en définir les principes tant ils sont secrets et
appartiennent aux plus vieilles croyances
nomades d’Asie centrale. Sabahat Akkiraz n’est
que sourire. C’est sans doute sa maniére 2 elle
de prier. GILLES ANQUETIL
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Des juristes s'élévent contre un projet de =
- réforme -des prisons et d'amnistie =~ A=
ISTANBUL, 8 déc (AFP) - Au centre d'une gréve de la faim qm dure 8 décembre 2000

- depuis 50 jours, un projet de réforme des prisons assorti d'une loi

d'amnistie améne & nouveau la Turquie au point d'ébullition, et ses
opposants réunis en colloque annoncent une catastrophe

" humanitaire.

Cette conférence organisée par le barreau d'Istanbul rassemble jusqu'a samedi des dizaines de
juristes européens et turcs autour du théme "Droits des prisonniers et systémes pénaux”,
prétexte a une vive critique du projet.

"Nous allons au devant d'une catastrophe si I'Etat maintient son projet de nouvelles prisons”, a
expliqué a ' AFP Me Necati Ozdemir, ancien procureur, responsable de la prison de Bayrampasa
(Istanbul) quand une gréve de la faim y avait fait 12 victimes, en juillet 96.

Depuis 50 jours, quelque 200 détenus d'extréme-gauche observent une gréve de la faim totale
dans une vingtaine de prisons du pays. .

Iis protestent contre le projet de nouvelles prisons, dites de type F, qui doivent bientst entrer en
service et seront faites de cellules pour 2 a 3 personnes, remplagant le systtme actuel de dortoirs
de 50 a 60 personnes.

"Je connais les détenus et je connais la maniére de penser de I'Etat: les prisonniers vont
s'opposer jusqu'au bout a ces prisons parce qu'ils pensent qu'elles vont les anéantir, et c'est ce
que je pense aussi”, a estimé Me Ozdemir.

Pour le ministre de la Justice, Hikmet Sami Turk, "les opposants aux prisons de type F sont les
organisations terroristes qui vont perdre leur contrdle sur la population carcérale”.

L'ancienne présidente de la Commission des Droits de 'Homme du Parlement turc, Sema
Piskinsut, auteur de rapports trés crus sur la pratique de la torture dans les commissariats et en
prison, a également exprimé des doutes sur un systéme "plus proche des bagnes du XVIIle siécle
que des bases d'une démocratie pour le XXlIe siécle”. .

"Les risques de pression psychologique, de lavage de cerveau, d'isolement forcé, d'impossibilité
de communiquer inquiétent beaucoup”, a-t-elle expliqué a I'AFP. . : :

Plus grave encore pour Mme Piskinsut : "le personnel de I'administration pénitentiaire va
demeurer, or on sait bien que le probléme de violence vient de 1. Quelques mois de formation
ne suffiront pas a leur inculquer le respect des Droits de 'Homme".

Les intervenants du colloque sont réguliérement revenus sur la nécessité d'un profond
changement des mentalités dans I'administration pénitentiaire, alors qu'il n'y a "aucun respect
des droits fondamentaux dans les prisons turques"”, a estimé le professeur de droit Ugur
‘Alacakaptan. '

"Il faut imposer le respect des lois, de la démocratie et des Droits de I'Homme", a réclamé Necati
Ozdemir.

"La Justice, pas plus que les Droits de I'Homimne, ne saurait s'arréter  la porte des prisons”, a
rappelé le batonnier de Bruxelles, Pierre Lambert, constatant que la Turquie avait :
‘malheureusement été souvent condamnée pour tortures par la Cour Européenne des Droits de
I'Homme de Strasbourg".

Autre plat de résistance de ce colloque: le projet de loi d'amnistie qui doit vider les prisons de
quelque 35.000 détenus, soit la moitié de la population carcérale, et concernera les peines allant
jusqu'a dix ans de prison.

Le Parlement a entamé vendredi la discussion de cette loi d'amnistie, objet d'un 4pre débat
depuis 18 mois entre les trois partis membres de la coalition gouvernementale, qui doit étre
passée d'ici a la fin de l'année.

Cette amnistie ne respecte pas le droit a la vie, a regretté M. Alacakaptan, car "certains qui ont
attenté a la vie d'autrui vont étre libérés, alors que vont rester en prison de simples prisonniers
d'opinion”.
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Le sort du parti islamiste dans la balance AP=

- . 10 décembre 2000
ANKARA, 10 déc (AFP) - La Cour constitutionnelle turque examine

mardi une demande de fermeture de l'unique parti islamiste de
. Turquie, 3-2me force politique de ce pays musulman, qui met en jeu
la stabilité gouvernementale et les aspirations européennes d'Ankara.

Cette affaire intervient alors que la Turquie vient d'étre secouée par

une grave crise financiére dont elle n'a pu sortir qu'avec l'aide du

Fonds monétaire international (FMI) mais au prix d'un engagement a approfondir un vaste
programme de réformes économiques qui rend indispensable la stabilité politique.

Le parti de la Vertu (Fazilet) est accusé par le procureur général d'activités contraires aux
principes laiques qui fondent la République, de se conduire comme "un vampire” en exploitant
les sentiments religieux, et d'étre le successeur d'un parti interdit, le parti de la Prospérité
(Refah).

La fermeture d'un parti --courante en Turquie oi1 22 ont été interdits depuis la création de la
Cour constitutionnelle en 1960-- irait a I'encontre du processus de démocratisation réclamée par
I'Union européenne a la Turquie si elle veut concrétiser sa candidature.

"Une fermeture serait un signal trés négatif et provoquerait une trés grande préoccupation au
sein de I'UE quant A une adhésion de la Turquie", a souligné un diplomate européen sous
couvert de I'anonymat.

D'autant que le procureur ne s'est pas contenté de demander l'interdiction du Fazilet: il réclame
aussi que tous ses députés démocratiquement élus (103 sur 550) soient démis de leur mandat.

Cela entrainerait la tenue d'élections partielles, voire générales, dont le résultat pourrait
remettre en cause le fragile équilibre de la coalition disparate du Premier ministre Bulent Ecevit.

Elle rassemble son parti de la Gauche démocratique (DSP, gauche nationale), le parti d'extréme
droite de 1'Action nationaliste MHP, aux tonalités religieuses, et le parti de la Mére patrie ANAP
(droite) du ministre chargé des relations avec I'Europe Mesut Yilmaz.

Selon les quelques rares sondages disponibles, le MHP serait en bonne position pour devenir le
premier parti de Turquie en ravissant la place au DSP de M. Ecevit.

Les délibérations de la Cour pourraient prendre plusieurs semaines.

Au vu des conséquences que pourrait avoir une fermeture, les analystes tendent & penser que le
Fazilet échappera au couperet, ou du moins, que ses députés ne seront pas déchus de leur
mandat.

Le Fazilet a succédé au Refah, fermé en janvier 1998 quelques mois aprés que son chef
Necmettin Erbakan ait di démissionner sous la pression de l'armée du poste de Premier

ministre, en juin 1997, aprés un an de coalition avec le parti conservateur de Tansu Ciller de la
Juste Voie (DYP)

Depuis l'éviction de M. Erbakan, I'armée a posé le fondamentalisme musulman en principal
danger pour la République, avant méme le "danger pour l'unité” du pays posé par la rébellion
kurde.

La puissante armée turque, héritiere-et défenseur de I'idéologie laique du pére fondateur de la
Turquie Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, procéde elle-méme régulierement a des "purges” d'officiers
islamistes dans ses rangs.

Le Fazilet, religieux et conservateur, se pose pourtant en parti modéré, pro-européen,
pro-démocratique, partisan de I'économie de marché, loin de la violence armée a l'algérienne,
de la rigueur iranienne ou du purisme afghan.

Mais il ne trouve aucune grace auprés des Kémalistes, convaincus qu'il veut profiter de la
démocratie pour la supprimer.
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LE FIGARO SAMEDI 9 - DIMANCHE 10 DECEMBRE 2000

Lemploi du kurde
divise la Turquie

Istanbul : Eric Biegala

« Autoriser la langue kurde a
la télévision sert les intéréts du
PKK », titrait hier le quotidien
Hiirriyet en premiére page, re-
prenant la position de l'armée
sur la question. Il y a deux se-
maines, le premier ministre dé-
clarait au contraire dans un en-
tretien avec le méme journal que
P'usage du kurde devrait étre en-
visagé « tot ou tard » sur les
ondes turques.

Par médias interposés, ca-

- ciques du régime et simples ci-

toyens ont entamé un large dé-
bat sur I'opportunité de diffuser
des émissions en kurde. Un dé-
bat dont le coup d’envoi a été
donné par I'Union européenne
début novembre. Parmi les prio-
rités que. I'UE entend voir adop-
tées par la Turquie d'ici & un an
figure en effet le « retrait de
toutes les dispositions légales
interdisant l'usage par les ci-

E 9

ternelle dans les émissions de
radio et de télévision ».

Le mot « kurde » a été soi-
gneusement évité mais per-
sonne n'est dupe : les citoyens
turcs « ne pouvant utiliser leur
langue maternelle » sont bien
les Kurdes. Des stations en
kurde existent, qui émettent de-
puis I'Irak du Nord ou I'Europe.
Medya-TV diffusée par satellite

L’armée refuse
cette concession

a 'Union européenne

depuis Bruxelles reflete ainsi lar-
gement les vues du PKK. Une
chaine trés regardée par les
Kurdes de Turquie, au grand
dam du pouvoir.

Le PKK a cessé officiellement
sa lutte armée en 1999, apres
que son chef Abdullah Ocalan
- emprisonné et condamné a
mort - en eut donné l'ordre.
Toutefois, 'armée fait toujours

la chasse aux rebelles, notam-
ment en Irak du Nord ot ils se
sont retirés. Le ministre en
charge des droits de 'homme a
annoncé que des émissions en
kurde pourraient étre envisa-
gées « d'ici a quelques mois ».

Le Parti de I'action nationa-
liste (MHP, extréme droite), I'une
des deux formations principales
de la majorité, s’y oppose ferme-
ment, au motif que cela
détruirait « la structure
unitaire du pays ». Un
pas supplémentaire a
été franchi lorsque le
directeur général du
MIT, les services se-
crets turcs, se pronon-
¢ait lui aussi officiellement pour
une télévision en kurde, a des
fins de contre-propagande.

Aujourd’hui, ce sont les rec-
teurs d'université ou les associa-
tions qui se disent a leur tour
pour ou contre le kurde 3 la télé-
vision. Selon I'ancien ministre
Salih Yildirim, 80 % des Kurdes
de Turquie ne connaissent pas
d’autre langue.

toyens turcs de leur langue ma-

| 4Gréve-de' la fa‘im de deux cents détenus dans des prisons de Turquie

ISTANBUL
dé notre. correspondante

Alors que plus de deux cents dé-
tenus répartis dans. plusieurs pri-
sons de Turquie en sont a leur cin<-
quantiéme jour de gréve de la faim,
I’Assemblée *nationale a adopté,
vendredi 8 décembre, une loi d’am-
nistie. trés controversée qui pour-
rait permettre la libération de pres
de la-moitié des 72 000 personnes
actuellement incarcérées. Cette loi
d’amnistie intervient alors que le.
mouvement de protestation des

prisonniers se durcit. Ceux-ci pro--
testent contre le transfert prévu
dans des cellules individuelles ou
de trois personnes, ce qui les obli-
geraient a quitter les salles collec-
tives et briserait la vie communau-
taire. '

Ces gréves de la faim ne sont que
l'une des plus récentes manifesta-
tions du chaos qui régne dans les
prisons turques. Armes, drogues et
téléphones cellulaires sont régulie-
rement conﬁsqués lors de fouilles.
« Depuis les premiers jours de la Ré-

publigue, il y avait une politique .

.non-déclarée de laisser les détenus

organiser la discipline quétidienne:
On donnait des priviléges a quelques
durs parmi eux pour qu’ils fassent le

boulot»; expliquait récemment Yii-:

cel Sayman, qui dirige le barreau

. d’Istanbul. .
Apres le colip d’Etat de 1980 et -

Parrivée de milliers de prisonniers
politiques, la situation dans les pri-
sons s’est rapidement dégradée.
Les détenus sont actuellement lo-
gés dans des conditions insalubres,

. dans des dortoirs surpeuplés
comptant jusqu’a 100 personnes. Ils -

estiment.cependant qu'ils seraient
plus vulnérables aux mauvais trai-

. tements des gardiens si, comme le

veut le gouvernement - qui entend
briser la domination des organisa-
tions politiques et criminelles 3 P'in-
térieur des pénitentiers -, ils étaient
éloignés de leurs camarades et lo-
gés dans des cellules des nouvelles
prisons de type F.

ETAT.CRITIQUE

L’opinion publique s’oppose la.
loi d’amnistie, laquelle offre des ré-

ductions de peine de dix années
aux condamnés dont les faits re-

" prochés remontent avant le 23 avril

1999. Certains villageois, accusés."

d’avoir soutenu le PKK, le Parti des
travailleurs du Kurdistan, pourront
quitter le pénitencier. Toutefois, la
formule adoptée aprés des mois de

" négociations par les trois-partis au

sein de la coalition au pouvoir ex-

clut les personnes reconnues cou-,
. pables de crimes contre I'Etat, et

notamment les prisonniers kurdes
et Abdullah Ocalan, les militants is-
lamistes, les membres d’organisa-
tions gauchistes, les hommes ac-

cusés de viol, les fonctionnaires’

corrompus, les banquiers détenus
pour fraude et les trafiquants de
drogue. Les meurtriers, en re-
vanche, pourront étre libérés.
L’amnistie sera soumise au pré-
sident Ahmet Necdet Sezer, lequel

- examinera la constitutionalité du

texte avant qu'il puisse entrer en vi-
gueur. L’an demier, Suleyman De-
mirel, alors chef de I’Etat, avait op-
posé son veto A un projet similaire..
La loi nouvellement votée par le’
Parlement n’affectera probable-
ment pas la situation des grévistes
de la faim, dont la plupart sont

membres. d’organisations-.de:

gauche. Certains d’entre eux ne’
boivent que de I'eau depuis cin-
quante jours et sont dans un état
critique. Des dizaines d’autres ne se’
nourrissent que d’eau salée et su-
crée et sont donc engagés dans une
gréve de soutien. Des médecins se
sont rendus au chevet des grévistes
et ont annoncé qu’il serait
contraire A Péthique médicale d’in-
tervenir contre la volonté des pa-
tients. En 1996, douze prisonniers
s’étaient ainsi lalssés mourir de
faim. '
L’amnistie ne devrait pas mettre
fin & la polémique suscitée par.les.
nouvelles prisons de type F. Elle ne
correspond pas i un véritable
changement de politique. Alors
méme que les députés débattaient
de la possibilité de libérer de mil-
liers de prisonniers, Pactiviste des
droits'de ’homme Senar Yurdata-
pan était incarcéré pour avoir cité
des objecteurs de conscience dans
un petit livre lntltulé Liberté d’opi-
nion.

Nicole Pope
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KURDISTAN DEMOCRATIC PARTY

International Relarions Bureau

PRESS RELEASE

A STATEMANT BY KDP SPOKESMAN
ON IRAQI TROOP MOVEMENT INTO KURDISH SAKE HEAVEN
IN BA'EIDRA - SHIEKHAN DISTRICT

Salahuddien 1{ Dec 2000

On $aturday 9 Dec at 05:00 hrs local time an Iraqi infantry military
Brigade and two battalions moved north towards the town of Ba'Eidra in
Shickhan district and controlled mountain ranges overlooking the town.
This area is part of the Kurdish enclave of safé heaven that has been
outside Iraqi government control since 1991 uprising.

The aim of lraqi Goop was to control the town of Ba'Eldrah and install
their authority over the town and a number of nearby villages and
settlements. Yet the people of Ba'Eidrah organized 4 large protest march
against the Iragi incwsion and pledged allegiance to their Kurdish
regional administration, The KDP leadership responded swiftly by
deploying a large Peshmerga force to defend the town's people and
region.

We believe the Iraqi military move and threat apainst the security of the
region’s population is uawarranted and astonishing since no provocation
hes taken place against the Iraqi government authorities by the people or
by the local Kurdish authorities, We demand the withdrawal of Lraqi
forces to their original places. Wo have acted in caution and patience to
deal with this matter until the situation s clarified and avoid further
complications to the safety and security of our people.

The KDP has always been comumitied to a peaceful solution of the

Kurdish issue within a united Iraq, but attempts by Iraq to return by force
is totally unacceptable, as it would lead to further and new suffering and

catastrophes for the people of Iraq as a whole.
KDP Spokesman

1.O. Box 7725, London SW1 1ZE-UK
Tel: 020 7498 26G4 Fax: 020 7498 2331  E-maul: kdpeuropesdsol.com
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Kurds Says Iraqi Troops Enter Northern Enclave
December 11 2000 . . .

ANKARA (Reuters) A Kurdish factlon sa1d on Monday that Presxdent Saddam Hussem has sent troops into nor-
thern Iraq's Kurdish-controlled enclave and appeared poised to attack a town and several villages.

A spokesman for the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP), which administers territory near the Turkish border, told
Reuters that two Iraqi battalions and an infantry brigade had entered the mountainous enclave on Saturday and
moved to hilltops surrounding the town of Ba'idrah and other small settlements.

“The Iraqi forces are well within the Kurdish-administered area," the spokesman said. **This is totally unprovo-
ked...The aim of the (Iragi military) is to take control of Ba'idrah.” Baghdad has no direct control over northern Iraq
since the end of the 1991 Gulf War. Two rival Kurdish groups that run the region are protected from Iraqi govern-
ment attack bv U.S.-led air patrols flying from Turkey.

The United States has warned Iraq of military action if it threatens the enclave s Kurds. Armed KDP "“peshmerga"
fighters, who maintain a presence in the area, are on alert, the KDP spokesman said. Iraq's Kurds rebelled against
Baghdad during the Gulf War, but only managed to gain control of the region later with allied air support.

Fighting then broke out between the KDP, backed by Iraqi fOrées, and its Kurdish rivals, the Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan (PUK). Relative peace between the two groups was restored with a 1997 U.S.-brokered cease-fire.

* * * * * * * *

Department of Defense News Bﬁefing

December 12, 2000
Presenter : Mr. Kenneth H. Bacon, ASD PA

Q: Is Saddam Hussein -- is the Iraqi military moving against the Kurds in the north? There have been a number
of reports. .

Bacon: Well, let me tell you what we know about that, and I start with the caution that most of our information
comes from Kurdish reports. As you know, the northern corner of Iraq is Kurdish territory, and there is a line cal-
led the green line that was established in 1991. It was the line to which the Iragis drew back to after mounting a
military operation against the Kurds. That green line runs approximately from -- it runs from a point on the Iragi-
Turkish border down to a point on the Iragi-Iranian border. And it's divided in half, approximately, by two
Kurdish groups, the KDP and the PUK. The KDP is the Kurdish Democratic Party.

There is a town about five kilometers inside the green zone -- in other words, beyond the green line in Kurdish
territory -- called Baidhrah, spelled B-A-I-D-H-R-A-H. It's a town of about 10,000 people. The Iraqi army general-
ly has a brigade right in that area, around Baidhrah. And on Saturday we got a report from the Kurds that the Iraqi
forces had moved across the green line and assumed positions in some ridges around Baidhrah, not in - they did
not go into the C1ty of Baidhrah, but they assumed positions around Baidhrah on some ridges.

The Kurds claim to have responded by moblhzmg their own reserve force, about 5 ,000 people. I think there were
about 150 Kurdish military people or fighters, militia, whatever they're called, in Baidhrah at the time, and they
said that they mobilized reserves of about 5,000 people. This is the Kurdish report.

The Iraqis did move some remforcements into the area. But basically what's happened is, no shots were fired.
There was no direct engagement between forces, and the Iragi troops have withdrawn from the hills around the
town to a plain. They were essentially a little north of the town, in the hills. Now they've withdrawn to a plain
between the town of Baidhrah and the green line, essentially south of the town.

This has been -- as I said, there — it -- no shots were fired. There was no direct engagement, and it seems to have
calmed down. And both sides are apparently moving back to their original positions.

There is some report from the Kurds that this may have been a political move by the lraqi forces, encouraged by
a tribal faction, a religious faction of the Kurds, one faction jockeying with another faction.

We don't know why this happened. The Iragis have not explained it to us, and we have the Kurdish speculation,
but that's it at this stage.
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Q: Does the United States consider this a violation of its warning against attacking the Kurds, or...

Bacon: Well, there were no attacks. I think that's the crucial point here, that there were no shots Jfired, there was
no direct engagement between troops, and it was not an attack. It was, from the Jbest we can tell, a movement of
some troops and then a return toward original positions. So this Jdoes not appear to be a threatening or serious
incident at this stage.

Q: The assessment that no shots were fired and there was no direct engagement and that the Iraqis withdrew from
the hills to the plain, is that still based on Kurdish reports?

Bacon: Almost all of what I've told you is based on Kurdish reporting.
Q: Has the United States ever pledged that they would come to the Kurds' aid in a situation like this? Is this cove-

red under that no-fly zone -- you know, threaten the Kurds?

Bacon: Well, the no-fly zone patrols functioned during this period, and in their normal way. We did not change our
flight operations in any way during this, but they continued to monitor what was going on.

Q: (Off mike) -- in that umbrella area?

Bacon: Well, Baidhrah, as I said, is on the other side of the green line, but the fact of the matter is there was no attack
here. There was no military -- there was no military firing. There were some movements of troops; they moved in
and now they appear to be moving back. So -

Bacon: You said they moved in. Did they move across the green line?
Bacon: Yes. They moved across the green line.

Q: The Kurds in this area are really worried about this movement and they said that future threat, they could be
attacked.

Bacon: Well, I can't psychoanalyze the Kurds or comment on what they have said. Alll can tell you is that according
to their own reports, the Iraqi troops appear to be moving out or at least back toward the green line, and they no
longer surround the town as they did at one point. At no time did they move into the town and, I repeat, there were
no shots fired.

Q: How large is the Iraqi force again?

Bacon: Well, there were two battalions that moved, that took separate positions, and each battalion was about 400
people.

Q: Was there any information about what prompted the Iraqi troops to --

Bacon: Well, all I can tell you is the Kurds themselves speculated that it might have been the result of some political
jockeying between a Kurdish religious faction or tribal faction on the one hand and the Iraqis on the other. But
beyond that, I don't have any information, and that was their speculation as to what could have caused it.

» * » L * * * L

December 11, 2000
Iraq Is Forcing Kurds From Their Homes, the U.N.

Reports New York Times
By BARBARA CROSSETTE

UNITED NATIONS, Dec. 8 — More than a decade after President Saddam Hussein began a murderous campaign
against rebellious Kurds, unknown thousands of them and other non-Arab Iraqis are again being driven from
their homes, United Nations officials in the region say.

Much of the forced migration is taking place within northern Iraq, from government-controlled locations like the
oil-producing area around Kirkuk, which the displaced people say President Saddam Hussein is trying to
"Arabize.”
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They are being resettled in Kurdish areas in the north. The relocation, which the United Natlons is beginning to
quantify, adds to an already large refugee populat1on in the north. The earlier refugees are Iragis displaced by spo-
radic outbreaks of Kurdish infighting;. families who fled or were forced north from government-controlled areas
“of central and southern Iraq during the Persian-Gulf-war of 1991, -and. others from Iran..

_ Ofﬁcrals say the 805,000 displaced people there — about 23 percent of the population — are putting strains on

international relief efforts and local. populatlons They have asked Baghdad to stop the flow.

Ina bnefmg to, the Securrty Council last Monday, Benon Sevan who dlI‘ECtS all of the United Nations programs in
Iraq that are not related to weapons, said he was "greatly concerned with the increasing numbers of internally dis-
placed persons.” He said conditions at refugee centers wére “"abominable.”

Officials working in the Kurdish region say about 59,000 people have been surveyed, mostly Kurds and some
Turkomen, and report that they have been displaced from . homes near Kirkuk — an oil-producing city about 200
miles north of Baghdad near the border of Kurdish areas — where there is also a huge militarv base and airfield.

They have told officials that the Iraqi government apparently doesnot want them in that strategic area.

This round of expulswns has been going on to varying degrees for two years, human rights groups say, but has
attracted little attention untrl now, when the concentrations of people arriving at refugee camps has made the trend
obvious.

In its 2001 world report the private group Human Rrghts Watch said this week that Kurds and Turkomen were being
expelled from at least half a dozen districts as part of a government program that has forced ethnic minorities to sign
forms renouncing their ethnic identities and declaring themselves to be Arabs.

Some refugees arriving in the north say that even that was not enough to avoid expulsion and the seizure of their
properties. Human Rights Watch documented more than 800 expulsions from January to June of this year. At the
State Department, the office of the ambassador at large for war crimes, David Scheffer, has been watching the forced
relocatlons as officials prepare evidence for a possible war crimes indictment of President Hussein.

The Kurds, a rebelhous and fractious people, have particular reasons to fear the central government. In 1987 and
1988, 50,000 to 100,000 Kurds were gassed to death with chemical agents by Mr. Hussein's government, American
officials say.

At a refugee camp at Kani Shaitan, east of Kirkuk in Kurdish territory, 1,375 people, 994 of them children, have been
crowded into a settlement built for 550 people. People continue to arrive at the camp, officials say, sometimes in
groups that appear to have been driven out of government- controlled regions en masse.

* Ok k% % % *

INC Statement On PKK Attacks

Press Release

LONDON (12 December 2000): The Leadership Couincil of the Iragi National  Congress strongly condemns the
recent attacks by:the PKK against the liberated areas of Iraqi Kurdistan. These attacks are a violation of the sove-
reignty and territorial mtegrlty of Iraq and a threat to the residents of the area.

The PKK has clashed with forces of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan around of Qandil Mountain and surrounding
areas. There has been severe loss of life and. destruction of property. -

The INC expresses serious concern about the continued threat posed by the PKK against Iraqi Kurdistan. The INC
calls upon Iraq’s neighbours and the international community to assist the people of Iragi Kurdistan in resisting this
threat.

The INC condemns Saddam’s support for the PKK which takes the form of weapons and logistical support. This is
part of Saddam's recent pohcy to heighten tension and threaten the liberty of Iraqi Kurdistan. These actions must
be challenged and Saddam must be stopped.

“»
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Le PDK accuse les troupes de Bagdad d'occuper AFP-—-==—
des hauteurs au Kurdistan =

DUBAI, 11 déc (AFP) - 21h48 - Le Parti Démocratique du Kurdistan (PDK) a affirmé lundi que les troupes irakiennes
avaient occupé ces derniers jours des hauteurs dans le Kurdistan (nord de 1'Irak), qu'il contrdle en partie.

"Samedi matin, une brigade d'infanterie et deux unités de I'armée irakienne ont progressé en direction du v_illage de Baadra
(..) avant d'occuper les hauteurs qui le surplombent”, a déclaré un porte-parole du PDK, dans un communiqué regu a
I'AFP.

"La progression des troupes irakiennes vise a envahir et contrdler Baadra ainsi que tous les autres villages et
agglomérations a proximité”, a ajouté le PDK.

Le Congres national irakien (CNI, qui se présente comme la principale alliance de opposition), a pour sa part affirmé
dans un communiqué que "les troupes irakiennes ont occupé le village d'Ain Sifni (prés de Baadra) ou elles ont établi leur
quartier général"”.

Le CNI, basé a Londres, a indiqué qu™apres des affrontements avec les forces du PDK, I'Irak a dépéché une brigade
d'infanterie pour soutenir les deux autres déployées dans la région".

Selon le communiqué du PDK, ces régions avaient été libérées par les Kurdes aprés le soulevement populaire au Kurdistan
en 1991, au lendemain de la guerre du Golfe. Le gouvernement central de Bagdad ne contréle plus le Kurdistan depuis
cette date.

Le communiqué a indiqué a ce propos que "les habitants de Baadra ont organisé une manifestation au cours de laquelle ils
ont affirmé leur volonté de rester sous contrle de I'administration kurde".

"Le comportement injustifié des forces irakiennes constitue une menace pour les habitants de la région (kurde)”, a
poursuivi le porte-parole, en appelant "au retrait de ces troupes jusqu'a leurs positions initiales pour éviter toute
escalade”.

"Nous sommes attachés a tout réglement pacifique et équitable du probléme kurde, Toute tentative de revenir par la force
dans la région du Kurdistan est totalement rejetée et conduira a d'autres catastrophes qui toucheront tout le peuple
irakien”, a-t-il encore ajouté.

Le PDK de Massoud Barzani et 'Union Patriotique du Kurdistan (UPK) de Jalal Talabani se partagent le contréle du
Kurdistan depuis qu'il a échappé a l'autorité de Bagdad en 1991.

el
f evass—

Le Pentagone confirme des mouvements irakiens A=

mais minimise leur portée

WASHINGTON, 12 déc (AFP) - 22h18 - Le Pentagone a confirmé mardi une incursion des troupes irakiennes dans le Kurdistan

irakien (nord) qui échappe au contrdle de Bagdad, indiquant que ces troupes ont pris position sur des hauteurs proches de Baadra,
avant de se retirer dans la plaine au sud de la ville.

Le porte-parole du Pentagone, Kenneth Bacon, qui citait des informations kurdes, a minimisé la portée de ces mouvements qui ont
commencé samedi quand deux bataillons irakiens ont franchi "la ligne verte” dans le nord du pays qui sépare les régions contrdlées
par les Kurdes des territoires qui sont sous l'autorité du gouvernement de Bagdad.

"Aucun coup de feu n'a été tiré. Il n'y a eu aucune confrontation directe et il semble que la situation s'est calmée et que les deux
parties ont apparemment reculé et réintégré leurs positions antérieures”, a-t-il dit.

"Il ne semble donc pas qu'il s'agisse a ce stade d'un incident sérieux et menagant”, a-t-il souligné.

Selon Kenneth Bacon, 800 militaires irakiens ont pris part a cette opération. Il a affirmé, citant des sources kurdes, que l'action
irakienne était en riposte a des combats entre groupes kurdes rivaux.

Lundi, le Parti Démocratique du Kurdistan avait affirmé qu'une brigade d'infanterie et deux unités de l'armée irakienne avaient
occupé ces derniers jours des hauteurs dans le Kurdistan qu'il contrdle en partie, ajoutant que cette "progression des troupes irakiennes
visait & envahir et controler Baadra ainsi que d'autres villages et agglomérations 3 proximité".
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TEHERAN, 13 déc (AFP) - 9h34 - Des étudiants kirdes ont été frappés puis-arrétés mardi-a-Téhéran-par la police, a
affirmé mercredi matin un député de Sanandaj (ouest), chef-lieu du Kurdistan iranien, devant le Majlis (Parlement).

Des étudiants kurdes frappés et arrétés a Téhéran, -

Ces étudiants, dont il n'a pas cité le nombre exact, participaient 4 un "rassemblement pacifique", interdit "in extremis”, a
I'Université de Téhéran, selon Bahaeddine Adab, proche du courant conservateur.
M. Adab a trés vivement dénoncé “la police secréte”, qui a agi, selon lui "sans respecter le droit de manifester". Il a affirmé

2 n

que lui-méme et deux autres députés kurdes présents au rassemblement avaient été "traités sans égard"” par les policiers.

"Des agents en civil sont intervenus et ont commencé a insulter et frapper les manifestants, dont des étudiants, et en ont
arrété plusieurs”, a déclaré M. Adab, qui a demandé "leur libération immédiate”.

Le 28 novembre, un autre député de Sanandaj, Jalal Jalalizadeh, réformateur, avait fait état devant le Majlis d'une
"campagne d'assassinats en série et l'interdiction de culte" dont est victime, selon lui, la minorité kurde sunnite en Iran
forte de quelque 6 millions de personnes.

Le chiisme est la religion dominante et officielle en Iran.

Jalal Jalalizadeh avait fait état de "meurtres en série d'intellectuels” ainsi que "de destructions de mosquées sunnites".

M. Jalalizadeh a derandé l'intervention du Guide de la République islamique, l'ayatolléh Ali Khamenei et du président
Mohammad Khatami pour que soit mis fin a ces discriminations visant les Kurdes en Iran.

Les Kurdes ne disposent plus de parti politique en Iran, le parti démocratique du kurdistan iranien (PDKI) ayant été
interdit aprés la révolution islamique de 1979, et son principal dirigeant Abdolrahman Ghassemlou, ayant été assassiné a
Vienne en 1989.

Requéte d'Ocalan recevable: Ankara minimise,
ses défenseurs se félicitent

ANKARA, 15 déc (AFP) - 16h19 - La Turquie a minimisé I'impact de la recevabilité vendredi par la Cour européenne des droits de
'Homme de la requéte du chef rebelle kurde Abdullah Ocalan concernant des violations de ses droits lors de son procés, alors que ses
défenseurs ont salué ce jugement.

tlm?lh

"Il ne s'agit que d'une décision en faveur de la recevabilité d'une requéte”, a dit laconiquement le ministre turc de la Justice Hikmet
Sami Turk, interrogé par des journalistes.

Il a souligné que la Cour se prononcera maintenant sur le fond.

La décision de la cour de Strasbourg a par contre provoqué la satisfaction des avocats du chef du Parti des Travailleurs du Kurdistan
(PKK). o : :

"Nous nous réjouissons de cette décision a laquelle nous nous attendions aprés une défense méticuleuse”, a dit au téléphone a 'AFP
Me Hasip Kaplan. .

I a qualifié d"'important pas" le jugement, saluant la décision de la cour de sept juges de confier 2 la Grande chambre (composée de
17 juges) le soin de se prononcer sur le fond, au vu de la complexité de l'affaire.

Me Kaplan a souligné que les avocats d'Ocalan et la Turquie avaient le droit d'interjeter appel contre cette décision dans un délai de
trente jours. :

La Cour a déclaré recevable la requéte d'Ocalan concernant la plupart des violations de ses droits.

-

Ocalan, condamné & mort en juin 1999 pour "séparatisme et trahison” par la justice turque, a également obtenu que la Cour examine au
fond ses allégations de violations de son droit & ne pas étre condamné a une peine "pour une action qui ne constitue pas une infraction
au moment ot elle a été commise” et a "bénéficier d'un recours éffectif". °

Ankara avait suspendu son exécution dans l'attente d'une décision de la Cour de Strasbourg.

L'abolition de la peine de mort, qui n'a pas été appliquée en Turquie depuis 1984, est I'un des criteres d'une adhésion de la Turquie a
I'Union européenne.

Le PKK, qui a lutté pendant quinze ans pour la création d'un Etat kurde dans le sud-est, a annoncé en septembre 1999 Y'arrét des
combats et son retrait de Turquie. Mais 'armée turque s'est dite déterminée a pourchasser les rebelles jusqu'au bout.
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Saddam’s Regime Forces New Kurdish

By Barbara Crossette

New York Times Service

. UNITED NATIONS, New York —
More than a decade after President Sad-
dam Hussein began a murderous cam-
. paign against rebellious Kurds, unknown
thousands of them and other non-Arab
* Traqis are again being' driven from their
homes, UN officials in the region say.
Much of the forced migration is taking
place within northern Iraq, from gov-
ernment-controlled locations like the
oil-producing area around Kirkuk,
which the displaced people say Mr. Sad-
dam is trying to ‘‘Arabize.”’ )
They are being resettled in Kurdish
areas in the north. The relocation, which
the United Nations is beginning to
quantify, adds to an already large refugee
population in the North. The earlier
ref‘t)xgees are Iraqis displaced by sporadic
outbreaks of Kurdish infighting, families
who fled or were forced north #rom
government-controlled areas of central
and southern Iraq during the Gulf

War of 1991, and others from Iran.

gfﬁcials say the 805,000 displaced
people there — about 23 percent of the
population — are putting strains on in-
ternational relief efforts and local pop-
ulations. They have asked Baghdad to
stop the flow. _ .

In a briefing to the Security Council
last week, Benon Sevan. who directs all

By Douglas Frantz

New York Times Service

ISTANBUL — The man who shot Pope
John Paul II is among about 35,000 inmates
who might qualify for release from over-
crowded Turkish prisons under an amnesty
bill approved by the legislature.

Former Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan,
a leader of the country’s Islamic’ movement,
would avoid serving a one-year sentence for
sedition for challenging the secular govemn-
ment in a 1994 speech. He is supposed to start
the sentence next month. )

Parliament approved the legislation, 297 to
72, late Friday despite deep divisions over the
issue. The bill requires approval by President

Migration

of the UN programs in Iraq that are not
related to weapons, said he was “‘greatly
concerned with the increasing numbers
of internally displaced persons.” He
said conditions at refugee centers were
‘‘abominable.”’

Officials working in the Kurdish re-
gion say about 59,000 people have been
surveyed, mostly Kurds and some
Turkomen. The officials report that
these people have been displaced from
homes near Kirkuk, an oil-producing
city about 320 kilometers (200 miles)
north of Baghdad near the border of
Kurdish areas, where there is also a huge
military base and airfield.

They have told officials that the Iragi

government apparently does not want
them in that strategic area.

This round of expulsions has been go-
ing on to varying degrees for two years,
human rights groups say, but has attracted
little attention until now, when the con-
centration of people arriving at refugee
camps has made the trend obvious.

In its 2001 world report, the private
group Human Rights Watch said last
week that Kurds and Turkomen were
being expelled from at least half a dozen
districts aspart of a government program
that has forced ethnic minorities to sign
forms renouncing their ethnic identities
and declaring themselves to be Arabs.

Some refugees arriving in the North
say that even that was not enough to

prevent expulsion and the seizure of
their properties.

Human Rights Watch documented
more than 800 expulsions from January
to June of this year. At the U.S. State
Department, the office of the ambas-
sador at large for war crimes, David
Scheffer, has been watching the forced

relocations as officials prepare evidence
for a possible war-crimes indictment of
Mr. Saddam.

The Kurds have particular reasons to
fear the central government. In 1987 and
1988, 50,000 to 100,000 Kurds were
killed by being gassed with chemical
agents by Mr. Saddam’s government,
U.S. officials say.

At a refugee camp at Kani Shaitan,
east of Kirkuk in Kurdish territory, 1,375
people, 994 of them children, have been
cszg%wded into a settlement built to hold

‘‘Unfortunately, the number of fam-
ilies at the Kani Shaitan camp appears to
be increasing,”” Mr. Sevan said. Arrivals
are getting ahead of efforts to build
homes for newcomers.

At a nearby camp, Chamchamal,
plans to build nearly 500 houses in time
for the harsh winter of mountainous
northern Iraq have been held up by a
dearth of materials. In other settlements
the United Nations has been putting up
tents and supplying them with heaters.

Turkey May Amnesty 35,000

Pope’s Assailant Could Be Among Those to Qualify

Ahmet Necdet Sezer, and people close to him
said it was not certain he would sign. :

By reducing prison sentences by 10 years;.

the bill would free nearly half of the country’s

72,000 inmates. The beneficiaries would in- -

clude hundreds of political prisoners.’

Some death sentences would also be com-
muted, though none have been carried out in
Turkey since 1984. However, the bill spe-
cifies that terrorists will still face the death
penalty, which means that Abdullah Ocalan,
the jailed Kurdish rebel leader, could be ex-
ecuted.

Rapists, corrupt government officials, drug
traffickers and pepple convicted of certain
crimes against the state, including Kurdish
guerrillas and leftist and Islamic militants,

also would not benefit from thie amnesty.

Whether Mehmet Ali Agca, who shot the
pope, would qualify is unclear. He was ex-
tradited to Turkey in' June after being
pardoned in Italy for the 1981 attack in St.
Peter’s Square in Rome. He is now serving a
10-year term for the murder of a newspaper
editor in 1979 and is facing trial for armed
robbery.

His lawyer, Sevket Can Ozbay, told The

Associated Press he would try to get his client
released, though Mr. Agca would be likely to
remain in prison until a decision in the robbery
case. .
Turkey's prisons are overcrowded, and ri-
ots by inmates are frequent. The government
said the amnesty was necessary to imprqve
conditions.

31




Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

Kurdish students beaten, arrested in "peaceful” Tehran demo : MP

AFP - 13 Dec 2000

TEHRAN, Dec 13 (AFP) - 9h10 - A number of Kurdish students were beaten and arres;erd}iuriing a ioeaceful demons-
tration at the University of Tehran, a Kurdish MP said Wednesday.

Bahaeddine Adab, who represents the principal Kurdish area of Sanandaj and is close to the conservatives, reported
the incident in parliament, where he denounced the “secret police” for not respecting the right to demonstrate.

He said that he and two other Kurdish MPs who attended the demonstration Tuesday were treated "without regard”
by the police. "Plainclothes policemen intervened and began insulting and beating the demonstrators and arrested
a number of them," he said, without giving a number.

Adab demanded their immediate release.

On November 28, reformist Kurdish MP Jalal Jalalizadeh denounced before parliament what he said was a cam-
paign of repression and serial kilings against the some six-million-strong Kurdish minority in Iran. This included
prohibition of religious freedom for the Sunni Muslim Kurds, in a country.that has a Shiite Muslim majority, he
said.

* * * * * * * *

| Pentagon plays down Iragi move into Kurdish area
AFP - 12 Dec 2000

WASHINGTON, Dec 12 (AFP) - 22h11 - Iraqi forces made a foray into a Kurdish safe haven in northern Iraq,
taking up. positions on mountain ridges near Badrah and then withdrawing to a plain south of the town, the
Pentagon said Tuesday, citing Kurdish reports. Pentagon spokesman Kenneth Bacon played down the significan-
ce of the Iraqi troop movement, which began Saturday when two Iraqi battalions crossed the "green line" that
separates the Kurdish-controlled area in the north from territory controlled by Baghdad.

"No shots were fired, there was no direct engagement and it seems to have calmed down,” Bacon said.

"Both sides are apparently moving back to their original positions,” he said. "So this does not appear to be a threa-
tening or serious incident at this stage.”

Bacon said about 800 Iraqi troops took part in the operation. He cited Kurdish reports as saying the Iraqi action
was in response to infighting among Kurdish tribal groups.

Kurdish Observer

~KNK makes call to PUK and PKK

December 12, 2000

The Administrative Council of the Kurdistan National Congress (KNK) issued a written statement two days ago
stating that the current war could have absolutely no benefit to the Kurdish people, and added, "Friends are sad-
dened by this war, while the enemies are happy.”

" The KNK stressed that there should be no war in any fashion during the month of Ramadan or the holiday, and

called attention to the necessity for peace on the eve of the holiday.

The statement said that the KNK would continue to work for peace in every manner and made the following call:

- "The two sides must stop the war immediately, and along with this, must end the propaganda in the media and

immediately begin dialogue to resolve the problems."

The people upset with the PUK
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The assault of Jalal Talabani's Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) against the PKK was protested in various pro-
vinces with demonstrations and hunger strikes.

One group arranged a demonstration in the Gunes neighborhood of Mersin to protest the PUK's renewed assaults
against the PKK. About 200 people gathered the other evening, marching and shouting such slogans as "Long live
President Apo,” "To hell with the PUK,” and "Long live the Democratic Republic.” The protesters were applauded
by residents of the area. After the protest, the demonstration dispersed quietly.

In Batman, 15 people gathered at the district headquarters of the People’s Democracy Party (HADEP) and began
a hunger strike. The protesters said they would continue their strike until the PUK stopped its assaults.

A woman named Rabia Keskin began a hunger strike with the same aim in Adana, and called for assaults to cease.
Keskin said, "We are brothers. This chance for peace that has been captured must be used wisely. We do not want

war. If the PUK continues this policy, hunger strikes will spread everywhere.”

There were also protest demonstrations in the Eski Camlik and Akincilar neighborhoods of Izmir the other evening.
A large crowd gathered in Eski Camlik neighborhood and shouted slogans for a long time, while about 50 people
lit fires in Akincilar neighborhood.

The Izmir Initiative for the Families of Detainees and Prisoners also released a statement protesting the PUK. The
statement said that the PUK assaults were sabotaging the atmosphere of peace in the Middle East, and continued:
"We are calling to the PUK. Stop the war. The historic peace process is an opportunity. Support this opportunity also.”

The war in the South is a danger to the peace process

Dogan Erbas, Istanbul Provincial Chairman of the People’s Democracy Party (HADEP) held a press conference in
front of the party's Istanbul Provincial Headquarters the other day. Erbas said that they "denource the assaults
against the PKK in northern Iraq under the lead of Talabani” and said that this event "carries dangers of sabotaging
the peace process in Turkey.” The crowd of about 50 people who attended the press conference shouted various slo-
gans and then dispersed without event.

Protest march in Saarbrucken

Mass meetings continue to be held by Kurdistanis in Europe to protest the renewed assaults by the PUK against the
People's Defense Forces in South Kurdistan.

Kurdistanis called for a cessation of the clashes that began anew with the PUK's aggressive stance at a meeting in
the German city of Saarbrucken, and also protested the PUK's policies of allowing itself to be used as a pawn.

The meeting began in Saar Gallery Square at 14:00 with a moment of silence for those who lost their lives in the war.
About 250 Kurdistanis attended the meeting at which speeches protesting the PUK were given. Representatives
from the Kurdish Democratic Peoples Unity (YDK) and Free Women's Party (PJA) also gave speeches concerning the
clashes at the meeting.

Kurdistanis carried posters with such slogans as "No to war provocations,” Let us unite in national unity against
treachery,” and "No to the ban on the PKK" in Germany and shouted slogans expressing their loyalty to PKK
President Abdullah Ocalan.

Kurdistanis handed out leaflets throughout the meeting which lasted two hours. They also gathered signatures pro-
testing the role that Turkey had played in the PUK assauits and faxed them to the President and Prime Minister of
the Republic of Turkey.
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~_Turkish mllltary reSIgtg E‘lj&demand on Kurds
Fmanaal Tmles, Dec 12 2000 e

ARMY CHIEFS' COMMENTS RAISE QUESTION OVER TERMS FOR JOINING EU:
By LEYLA BOULTON

Turkey's politicians today face an important test of will after the country’s powerful military chiefs slammed calls
for Kurdish language broadcasting - a key condition for European Union memb'ership talks.

Leaders of the three-party coalition will discuss preparations for membership of the European Union with Volkan
Vural, head of the country's EU secretariat. But their meeting will be watched closely for any reaction to a state-
ment from the general staff describing calls for Kurdish-language broadcasting and other cultural rights as pro-
'paganda tools by the Kurdistan Workers' party guerrllla group. -

Mrlhyet newspaper sard the m111tary s message created "the 1mpressron that there are two rival powers running
Turkey".

The issue is comphcated by the fact that Kurdlsh -language concessions command the support of only two out of
three coalition parties. Until recently, Mesut Yilmaz, leader of Motherland the junior partner, represented a lone
voice in favour, before he was joined by prrme minister Bulent Ecev1t and even the ch1ef of Turkey's National
Intelligence Service.

But the intervention by the military, which regards itself as the-chief guardian of Turkey's territorial integrity and
secular democracy, has generated two challenges. It encourages the National Action party, the second largest coa-
lition party, to continue opposing any change. It also lends credence to the views held by Turkey's critics that the
Turkijsh military still wield too much power.

Mr Ecevit and the foreign ministry have reéponded by argn_ing that the military is simply contributing their voice
to a necessary public debate. "The debate will go on until this society in its official and unofficial channels reaches
a point of agreement on this," a senior foreign ministry official said yesterday.

Some observers would like to.see Turkey commit itself to such change when it ptlblishes a national programme for
meeting EU requirements over coming weeks. Others, however, argue that Turkish opinion has plenty of time to
evolve after EU leaders indicated last week that Turkey was unlikely to join for another decade.

Ozdem Sanberk, director of the Turklsh Foundation for Soc1al and Econormc Studies, compared the military's cau-
tion to a "surgeon who has successfully completed an operation but is being careful about removing the stitches".

After declaring victory over the PKK in the 16—year guerrilla war in south-eastern Turkey, the general staff cites a
continued threat from 4,500 PKK guerrillas in northern Itaq. Its statement also noted that some EU countries had
helped the PKK and that the European Commission had recently corresponded with the guem]la group in what
the EU executive described as a mistake.

In addition, the military is worried about the EU’s proposals fora European rapid reactlon force, which would bor-
row Nato assets. : :

Khatami impeachment attempt denied
IRNA_— 13 Decernber 2000 o . :

The head of the Tehran Justice Departmerit vehemently denied claims that some state critics had submitted a

motion to the Supreme Court over President Mohammad Khatam1 s political incompetence, state television said

on Monday night. Abbasali Alizadeh ruled out such a motion ever existed, addmg that his office' would sue those
“who had made such an announcement.

"I vehemently d'eny such a claim... It is sheer lie end those who have made such an announcement will be legally
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sued,"” he said. On Monday, the secretary of the Islamic Revolution's Mujahedin Organization Mohammad Salamati
told students that the conservatives had submitted a letter to the Supreme Court, claiming Khatami was not compe-
tent to run the country. He said the Islamic Coalition Association had prepared the letter under grounds that Khatami
himself had confessed to his failure in enforcing the law. "Our understanding is that this move amounts to a motion
on the president's inefficiency. I hope this presumption would prove to be wrong,” Salamati said. He said the letter
had also charged Khatami was incapable to run the country.

Alizadeh reiterated the Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei's confidence in Khatami as well as his popularity
among the people. "The Supreme Leader and the public believe in President Khatami's efficiency and raising such
unreal issues and lies could not be made out of goodwill,” Alizadeh said as quoted by the television. He said those
who had made such a claim were aiming to incite the public opinion.

"They have political and non-religious objectives and are inciting the public opinion. This is legally an offense and
could be sued and that is- what we are going to do," Alizadeh added. Earlier the deputy head of the social and infor-
mation dissemination department of the Judiciary Abdolreza Izadpanah had dismissed the claim, saying the
Supreme Court had not received any letter on Khatami's alleged incompetence. In related news, Salamati himself
denied that he had made such an allegations.

In an interview with Dowran-e Emrouz daily published Tuesday, Salamati said: "I have not made such a claim. I deny
the news in the way it has been published. I did not say amotion on the president's incompetence has been submit-
ted to the Supreme Court. I wonder why hey have published the news in this way! It is also regrettable that the
Tehran Justice Department chief (Alizadeh) has reacted to the news without carefully reading it." Salamati further
explained: "What I said at the roundtable Monday was that a letter has been sent to the Supreme Court by the rivals
opposed to the Khordad 2nd (May 23) and the government. (I said) according to the letter, since the president has
admitted that he has failed in execution of the Constitution and has, contrary to the law, set up a constitutional fol-
low-up and supervisory committee, he must be persecuted. (I said) from this letter one may come to the conclusion
that the said faction (conservatives) has launched a move in the direction of raising the president's incompetence.

* * * * * * * *

Hit Iraqi ground forces from air, allies urged
Daily Telegraph - 13 Dec 2000

By Anton La Guardia, Diplomatic Editor

AMERICAN and British aircraft should increase attacks against an increasingly belligerent Saddam Hussein by hit-
ting Iraqi ground forces whenever they threaten civilians, the main Iraqi opposition umbrella group said yesterday.

Sharif Ali bin Al-Hussein of the Iraqi National Congress, an umbrella group supported by Washington, said the allies'
repeated attacks against Iragi anti-aircraft facilities threatening planes patrolling two "no-fly” zones were "ineffecti-
ve in changing the regime". Instead, America and Britain should attack Iragi ground forces. Mr al-Hussein said: "We
believe the only way to save the Iraqi people is to change the rules of engagement.”

Kurdish groups said two Iraqi battalions had recently taken over positions in the Kurdish safe haven, near the town
of Ba'idrah, 40 miles south of Dohuk. But after negotiating for the release of about 150 soldiers who surrendered,
apparently without a fight, the Iraqis retreated again.

The Foreign Office said it had received reports of the military movement. A spokesman said: "It had been a matter of
some concern, but we are pleased the Iragis have moved back quickly."

A Ministry of Defence spokesman appeared to rule out offensive action against Iraqi forces. He said: "Our rules of
engagement are tailored to make it easier for pilots to defend themselves. They are not for attacking Iraqi troops on
the ground. It is not our policy to work for the overthrow of Saddam Hussein."

Boosted by surging oil prices and widespread Arab anger at the West because of the two-month-old conflict between
Israel and the Palestinians, Saddam is growing in strength and confidence. Iraq has been steadily breaking out of its
international isolation, with several Arab countries restoring diplomatic relations, and challenging the air embargo.

Saddam has also mobilised troops to "help" Palestinians in their uprising against Israel, rattled his sabre at Kuwait
and Saudi Arabia and cut off oil exports to try to extort payments outside United Nations control.
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‘Western Banks Promise to Keep
HLéﬁdﬁlﬁg to Turkey -

By Joseph Kahn

New York Times Service

INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2000

WASHINGTON — Western bankers have
vowed to continue lending money to Turkey,
giving a vital boost to efforts to restore con-
fidence in that country’s finances just days
after the International Monetary Fund agreed
to provide a multibillion-dollar emergency
aid package, bankers and IMF officials say.

The commitments, which are considered
nonbinding but are vital for Turkey’s finan-
cial stability, were made Monday at a meeting
of representatives of 30 European and Amer-
ican banks in Frankfurt, where Turkish of-
ficials outlined an accelerated plan to sell state
assets, reduce spending and close troubled
banks.

Bankers have organized a similar session to
be held in New York on Wednesday.

- ““The international financial community
will be supportive,’’ said William Rhodes, a
Citigroup vice chairman whose bank attended
the Frankfurt meeting and organized the New
York session. ‘‘People are optimistic that
Turkey will implement its reform program as
it agreed with the IMF."’

"The monetary fund agreed last week to
provide $7.5 billion in new loans and deliver
about $3 billion in already promised loans
early to bolster Turkey.,,.;where stocks have

plunged recently and overnight interest rates
soared on fears that.the country’s banking
system could collapse. The turmoil raised
fears not only that Turkey’s ambitious eco-
nomic overhaul would fail but also that in-
vestors would lose faith in the prospects of
other major emerging economies.

Both Turkey and Argentina experienced a
sudden drop in investor confidence late last
‘month, posing the biggest challenge to the
monetarv fund and. the

United States since the
Asian financial crisis of
the late 1990s.
- The two nations are
likely to receive emer-
gency lodns from the
Fund this month, the .
largest bailout packages since an IMF rescue
of Brazil in 1998. :

The troubles are linked to the recent sharp
slowdown in growth of the U.S. economy and
the sell-off this year in American stock mar-
kets. Export-oriented countries in Latin -
America, Asia and the Middle East have de-
pended heavily on robust expansion in the
United States to power their own tentative
recoveries from ‘a recession in the late -
1990s. '
 Foreign investors began withdrawing cred-
it lines from Turkey two weeks ago after fears

developed that many Turkish banks, which
are under heavy pressure to reorganize, had
become insolvent. Argentina faces a different
problem: Investors there are worried that its
slow-growing economy may not have the
wherewithal to repay its hefty foreign debt.
In Turkey, the coalition government of
Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit, acting with
IMF support, began an economic overhaul
early this year designed to bring the economy
up to European stan-
dards, part of its bid to
join the European Un-
ion.

currency-management
system, imposed
. budgetary  discipline
and moved to sell some state assets. The effort

Turkey’s 81 banks to improve their operations
or die. '

Allegations of widespread corruption and
the government’s seizure of 10 banks last
month caused investors to' panic about the
solvency of the banking system. -

Gazi Ercel, the governor of Turkey’s cen-
tral bank, and Stanley Fischer, the No. 2

. official at the IMF, conducted the meeting

Monday in Frankfurt, which was organized by

Deutsche Bank and included representatives
from Dresdner Bank and Commerzbank of
Germany and Citigroup of the United States,
among other major lenders.

Officials described the session as a *‘soft-
touch™ appeal to bankers to stay engaged, an
effort to forge a public consensus that Tur-

- key’s problems can be readily overcome.

One official briefed on the meetings said
there was a general sense among bankers that
Turkey’s economic plans made sense. But the
official also said bankers present were not
“‘ecstatic’” about the situation and that Turk-

.ish officials would be left to negotiate loan

commitments in follow-up sessions.

Over all, Turkey has about $25 billion in
debt that must be paid back within a year,
according to Moody’s Investors Service Inc.
Turkish banks hold about $14 billion in such
short-term loans. Though Turkey’s overall
debt .burden is moderate, its banks could face
a serious cash squeeze without continued for-
eign credits.

Turkey’s aggressive program of selling

Turkey set up a strict , State companies — it promised to speed up the
1sale of its telecommunications and airline
,companies in conjunction with the latest IMF

tloans — also depends on the willingness of

foreign companies, and their bankers, to in-

reduced government borrowing and sharply - VéSt more money. Early indications are that
lowered inflation, but the program forced there is no rush for the exits.

Renewal of Iraqi Shipments Brings Down Oil Prices

. Reuters
¢ LONDON — Oil prices dropped 7.6 percent
- Wednesday after Iraq resumed United Nations-
- monitored exports by loading an Indian-
chartered tanker at the port of Mina al-Bakr on
the Gulf.

Prices were prevented from falling even fur-

ther when U.S. industry data showed that cold
weather had eaten into heating-oil inventories in
the United States, rekindling concerns of in-
. adequate stocks for the winter. The price of a
- barrel of Brent crude for January delivery
closed down $1.92 at $25.14 in London.

Iragi and Indian officials said a vessel
chartered by Indian Oil Corp. began receiving

Iraqi crude early Wednesday. On Dec. 1, Iraq
put on hold its daily sale of 2.3 million barrels
under the UN oil-for-food program.

Baghdad had been demanding that customers
pay a surcharge of 40 cents a barrel directly toan
Iraqi account, sidestepping UN controls. Buy-
ers refused to pay the surcharge, saying it would
violate sanctions imposed by the world body.

An Indian official said Indian Oil had paid no
surcharge for shjppents in December. Other
Iraqi customers \i';r > lining up at the port hop-
ing to get crude”/soon, but it was not clear
whether Iraq would allow any further shipments
unless the extra payments were made.

No action was seen at the Ceyhan, Turkey,

port that is the second UN-authorized export™
outlet for Iragi oil, because of an absence of
tankers there.

Fierce winds and freezing temperatures
battered the eastern two-thirds of the United '
States on Wednesday after paralyzing much of
the Midwest a day earlier.

With forecasters warning of worse weather to
come, Americans can take little heart from
industry data showing an unexpected draw on
heating oil stocks. A report Tuesday by the
American Petroleum Institute showed that U.S. -
heating oil inventories fell by 2.7 million barrels
in the week that ended Friday as colder weather
sparked demand. ' :
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Iran’s unsteady ship

Guy Dinmore examines the mounting pressure on Mohaminad Khatan from within his own
party and from the Islamic opposition as he prepares to stand for a second presidential term

he power struggle in

Iran between reformers

and Islamic hardliners

that began in the early
days of the 1979 revolution has
reached a new intensity. With an
election only six months away,
Mohammad Khatami, the coun-
try’s reformist leader, is under
pressure from all sides. Open
conflict between extremists may
be averted only because it risks
bringing down the entire Islamic
system.

Mr Khatami has not formally
declared whether he will seek a
second four-year term, but aides
say in private they are confident
he will run. If he does, few doubt
his victory. Conservative oppo-
nents, still reeling from their
defeat in parliamentary polls last
February, have failed to find any-
one of stature to lead them. Some
suggest they may even boycott
the elections in an attempt to dis-
credit the electoral process.

But even if victory seems
assured, mounting criticism of
Mr Khatami’s rule is likely to
deny him the landslide achieved
in 1997. And without a strong
popular mandate, reformists -
dominated by the left wing - fear
they will be unable to dismantle
the last power centres of the
hardline right, primarily the judi-
ciary.

Their aim {s for the president
to at least match his victory of
May 1997, when he won 70 per
cent of the vote in a huge turn-
out. But voter apathy, and a feel-
ing among some Iranians that Mr
Khatami has not delivered on his
promises, seems likely to thwart
that ambition.

The reformists’ strategy is two-
fold. First, Mr Khatami is draw-
ing on Iran’s tradition of finding
heroes in figures struggling
against the odds, some achieving
victory in this world, others
through martyrdom. Addressing
more than 5,000 university stu-
dents packed into a Tehran cam-
pus stadium, he described him-
self as “a very small drop in a
very big ocean”. With humility,
he apologised for failing to meet
all their demands for political
and social change. And repeating
an earlier statement that shocked
the clerical establishment, he
said he needed more authority to
defend the constitution against
its violators.

Mr Khatami needs the stu-
dents, the driving force behind
his surprise victory in 1997, to
stay active. “Lots of efforts are
being made [by rightwing
extremists] to disappoint the
nation in the future and under-
mine legal reforms,” he told
them. “In a passive society, the
extremists would revive. This
means domination by extremists
and destruction of the revolu-
tion.” Students chanted in reply:
“Khatami, we support you!”

At the same time, the reform-
ists are trying to discredit the
conservatives by unmasking a
clique of senior clerics and offi-
cials they say are behind what is
known in Iran as the “serial kill-
ings”. The architect of this sec-
ond element to the electoral
strategy - as he was in the par-
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liamentary elections - is widely
believed to be Saeed Hajjarian, a
former senior official in the intel-
ligence ministry who is close to
Mr Khatami. Mr Hajjarian has
been confined to a wheelchair
since being shot in the face three
weeks after the parliamentary
polls. The motive for the attack
by Islamist militants was widely
believed to be an attempt to
silence his exposure of a series of
unresolved political killings.

“The terror machine func-
tioned in the brain and nervous
system of the Establishment,” Mr
Hajjarian said recently. “Of
course the engine was ignited
before the Second of Khordad -
the date of Mr Khatami’s election
victory - and had claimed some
victims. Apparently those who
made the machine forgot to turn
it off, or maybe they wanted it to
continue working and claim
more victims.”

Mr Hajjarian’s insights into the
“terror machine”, possibly
gleaned from his connections to
the intelligence ministry, were

delivered to the public mainly
through Akbar Ganji, a journalist
whose best-selling book, Dungeon
of Ghosts, helped destroy the rep-
utation of Akbar Hashemi Raf-
sanjani, the top conservative can-

didate in
parliamentary polls.

‘A couple of
years ago
we did not dare
to speak out
about politics’

February’s

Retaliation was not long in
coming. Mr Ganji was arrested
last April and is among 17 activ-
ists and intellectuals on trial for
attending a conference in Berlin
that the prosecution maintains
was part of a wider plot to over-
throw Iran’s Islamic system.

Last week, Mr Ganji, known to

his friends as a very stubborn
and also religious man, used his
appearance before Tehran's Revo-
lutionary Court to do what he
had not dared do before. He
named eight prominent hardline
clerics, including two former
intelligence ministers, judges and
a well-known ideologue, who he
says were directly behind the
killings. Analysts believe Mr
Ganji may have been given a sig-
nal by associates in the public
courtroom to reveal the names.
Mr Ganji enjoys wide popularity
among students. At last Wednes-
day’s meeting with Mr Khatami,
the slogans most chanted were
“Ganji, Ganji” and “Free the
political prisoners”.

A third important figure in the
reformist camp is Mustafa Tajza-
deh, a deputy interior minister
and also long-time associate of
the president. He was in charge
of the electoral commission that
ran the parliamentary polls and
has the same position for next
May’s elections. Reformists credit
him with blocking attempts by

conservatives to rig the February
elections, although some hard-
liners accused him of fraud. The
response of the conservatives,
who have used the judiciary to
close down most reformist news-
papers and put their editors on
trial, has been one of continued
repression.

So far, the reformists’ approach
appears to be partly succeeding.
Many students appear to under-
stand the limitations imposed on
Mr Khatami and appreciate the
need to move ahead slowly with
reforms and keep within the law.
“A couple of years ago we did not
dare to speak out about politics,”
says Laden, a 20-year-old student
of economics. “The best achieve-
ment is freedom of expression.

But frustration is also evident.
Reza, also 20, says he campaigned
hard to get Mr Khatami elected
in 1997 but will not vote for him
again. “Khatami did not carry
out his promises,” he says. “He
has not adopted any effective
measures and, in practice, has
done nothing. I don’t know why,
maybe to avoid bloodshed,
because the hardliners have
shown they are ready for that, or
maybe he is greedy to hang on to
power too.”

Even among the president's
advisers there are those who cri-
ticise him for being too cautious.
Another common complaint is
that Mr Khatami lacks manage-
ment skills and knowledge of eco-
nomics. Factional infighting has
paralysed some ministries and
led to opposing policies being
implemented, as seen in the
rivalry between the central bank
and the finance ministry.

The economic crisis is seen by
conservatives as Mr Khatami's
weakest point. They paint a pic-
ture of a society in decay and
losing its Islamic values. Hossein
Shariatmadari, editor of the hard-
line Kayhan newspaper, has
mocked Mr Khatami for defend-
ing “freedom of the opponent”.
More ominously, he added: “The
defenders of the revolution will
not sit passively for ever, some-
thing the men in power should
understand. .. The day is not
far off.”

The man with the power to
give that command to the hard-
line Basij militia is Ayatollah Ali
Khainenei, Iran’s supreme leader.
Close to the conservatives, he
gave the green light for the
crackdown on the media as
“bases of the enemy"” but has
also personally backed Mr Kha-
tami at critical moments.

Some believe the future of the
Islamic republic could hinge on
an alliance between Mr Khatami
and “moderate” conservatives, to
keep in check the nationalists
who seek a separation of
church and state ont the one
hand, and the Islamists who
oppose democratic reforms on the
other. Reflecting that view,
Ayatollah Mahmoud Shahroudi,
conservative head of the judi-
ciary, warned of the threat
posed by personal and factional
differences. “All of us are on
board one ship,” he said. “If, God
forbid, the ship is wrecked, all
will drown.”
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n the pipeline? Saddam Husseln s next move over oil supplies remaing’ unclear as he tries to kee sanctlons in the headlines AP

Saddam’s empty oil threat
wins concession from UN

Iraqi leader’s gambit has not been a total failure, sayé Roula Khalaf

ou can always count
on Saddam Hussein to
make a wrong move

when his luck is picking up.
As the Iraqgi president’s reha-
bilitation in the Arab world
was gathering steam and sup-
port for the 10-year-old United
Nations sanctions was fast

eroding, he turned off the flow"

two weeks ago of Iraq’s 2.3m
barrels a day of oil exports.
His aim was to provoke an

' oil crisis and wrest control of
" Iraq’s oil resources from the
: UN. However, his oil weapon

proved an empty threat, as
prices lost more than $5 a
: barrel.

Yet the controversy sparked

. by Iragi demands that oil buy-

i ers pay a 50 cent surcharge

" into a special bank account
. unsupervised by the UN has

- not been a complete setback:

- It satisfied Iraq’s strategy of
keeping sanctions in the head-
lines. It also led the UN to
accept an Iragi demand for the
allocation of some funds out of
the UN-monitored oil-for-food
‘programme for the running of
the local oil industry.

Iraq’s next move is unclear.
Although it has indicated that
the crisis has been defused, it

- has yet to resume exports,

amid reports that it continues
to require companies to make
an under-the-table payment,
now reduced to 40 cents.

Some analysts say Baghdad
could simply be delaying an
embarrassing climbdown. Oth-
ers, however, believe Iraq is
determined to pursue a full
assault on sanctions.

This would mean raising
pressure on buyers to agree to
an illegal surcharge while hop-
ing a longer disruption in sales
would drive oil prices up.

Most. companies, however,
are loath openly to contravene
UN sanctions. And, in the cur-
rent climate of oil prices, they
have no reason to pay a
higher-than-market price for
Iraqi oil.

In any case, Iraq’s behaviour
is its most blatant effort to
undermine the sanctions.

“The Iraqis are in the pro-
cess of testing the boundaries
of where sanctions lie. They
misperceived the oil market
but they got concessions out of

- the UN and they have consis-

tently been getting conces-
sions,” says Raad al-Kadiri,
analyst at Petroleum Finance
in Washington.

The UN security council
passed Resolution 1284 a year
ago, calling for the return of
UN arms inspectors and prom-
ising a lifting of sanctions
when key disarmament tasks
are fulfilled. But Baghdad has
refused to comply, insisting
the US would never agree to
end the embargo.

Mr Saddam has nonetheless

taken advantage of the carrots
in the resolution, including the
lifting of the ceiling on oil
sales. Increaséd oil exports
have led to a rise in smug-

‘gling. The expansion in reve-

nues also has helped Iraq lure
Arab and western business-
men to Baghdad, with the
promise of large commercial
contracts under the oil-for-food
deal.

olstered by the atten-
B tion and by the divi-

sions over Iraq policy in
the UN security council, the
Iraqi leader’s challenges have
become more serious in recent
months, with the aim of gain-
ing direct access to Iragq’s oil
money. Under UN rules, all
funds in the oil-for-food pro-
gramme are controlled by the
UN.

In the Baghdad trade fair in
November, the largest since
sanctions were imposed, Bagh-
dad asked companies to break
the sanctions and sign con-
tracts outside the oil-for-food
deal. Later that month, it
made clear it was preparing to
reopen a pipeline to Syria to
sell oil outside the UN
framework.

Iraqg has been helped by a
favourable regional and inter-
national environment. The US
has been eager to avoid a

showdown with Baghdad dur-
ing a presidential election
year. So it has not pressed for
a return of UN arms inspec-
tors. Meanwhile, the collapse
of the USsponsored Middle
East peace process has accen-
tuated anti-US sentiment in
the Arab world.

Officials have not lost all
hope of rescuing UN resolution
1284. They insist the core sanc-
tions remain in place and
Iraq’s gains are marginal.

True, Iraq controls only a
tiny fraction of the more than
$20bn in oil sales expected for
this year. And it agreed to
start a dialogue with the office
of Kofi Annan, the UN secre-
tary general, in January on-
ways to restore relations. But
Mr Saddam is unlikely to
change his position on the UN:
resolution or drop efforts to
shatter the embargo unless he_
is assured that the next US
administration will have a‘
softer policy on Iraq.

“Part of Iraq’s strategy is to
show the security council that
if nothing is done on Iraq pol-
icy, the sanctions will simply
crumble,” says a western
official. :

“The nightmare situation
would be that sanctions erode,
there are no inspections, and
the security council does noth-
ing - the credibility of the UN
would then be at stake.”
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La Turquie bloque un accord sur les relations
OTAN-Union européenne

BRUXELLES
de notre bureau européen

Deux jours de négociations et
les pressions conjuguées de Bill
Clinton et de la secrétaire d’Etat
américaine Madeleine Albright n’y
ont rien changé : la Turquie a refu-
sé, vendredi 15 décembre, lors de
la réunion du Conseil de I'Alliance
atlantique a Bruxelles, de donner
son accord au texte des « arrange-
ments permanents » qui précise le
futur mode de relations entre
POTAN et les nouveaux organes
de décision de la défense
européenne.

Ankara ne veut pas que I'acces
des Européens aux moyens et a la

planification opérationnelle de
POTAN soit automatique. Candi-
date a ’'Union européenne, la Tur-
quie ne réunira vraisemblablement
. pas de sit6t les critéres de son en-
trée dans I’'Union. Elle n’entend
pas échanger pour le moment le
pouvoir de veto dont elle dispose
comme membre 2 part entitre de
OTAN contre un statut au rabais
dans le cadre de la défense euro-

péenne. Ankara insiste pour parti-
ciper aux décisions européennes
dés lors que des moyens de
I'OTAN sont engagés, et refuse
d’accepter le compromis conclu
entre les Quinze et les autres
membres de POTAN prévoyant

que les premiers auront « un accés
garanti et permanent » aux moyens
de 'OTAN.

Si I'affaire turque a accaparé les
discussions, la réunion, a laquelle
participaient les dix-neuf ministres
des affaires étrangeéres de 'OTAN,
a 4:¢ émaillée par la polémique
li¢ au caractére «autonome » ou
«ind#vendant » de la défense eu-
ropéenne. Lord Robertson, le se-
crétaire général de POTAN, ainsi
que plusieurs ministres se sont re-
layés pour affirmer que cette polé-
mique, générée par la position de
la France, était largement artifi-
cielle. Un diner, offert vendredi
soir par Hubert Védrine a ses ho-
mologues de FOTAN et de 'UE
(23 pays étaient représentés), avait
d’ailleurs pour vocation de mar-
quer que la construction de PEu-

rope de la défense se fait «en
bonne intelligence entre les deux or-
ganisations ».

COEXISTENCE FUTURE

Les divergences de fond restent
cependant récurrentes entre cer-
tains pays européens et les Etats- _
Unis, s’agissant de la future coexis- ,
tence entre les deux organisations. '
Des propos de Jacques Chirac sur
I’«indépendance » de la défense

'européenne ont alimenté la mé-

fiance de Washington, qui soup-
¢onne la France de vouloir réduire
au strict minimum les liens de
P’'Union avec 'OTAN. William Co-
hen, le secrétaire a la défense, a
mis en garde contre une évolution
qui consisterait a faire de POTAN
une « relique du passé ».

Le texte adopté a Nice prévoit
que I'Union doit avoir une « capa-
cité autonome de décision et d’ac-
tion dans le domaine de la sécurité
et de la défense ». Cette autonomie
doit-elle aller pour les Quinze jus-
qu’'a se doter d’'une « capacité de
planification opérationnelle » dis-

tincte de celle de FOTAN ? En pré-
cisant la position frangaise, le Quai
d’Orsay a jeté de I'huile sur le feu :
« Cette Europe de la défense doit
étre naturellement coordonnée avec
I’Alliance mais, pour ce qui

.concerne son élaboration et sa mise

en ceuvre, elle doit étre indépen-
danteé par rapport au Shape [le

‘quartier général des forces de

POTAN] : coordonnée mais indé-
pendante. »

Vendredi soir, Hubert Védrine a
estimé que, lorsque les Européens
utiliseront les moyens de POTAN,
ils passeront par la planification du
Shape ; en revanche, sans moyens
de FOTAN, cette planification sera
assurée par «les états-majors des
pays européens ». Lord Robertson
a seulement admis que, s’agissant
d’opérations militaires « g trés pe-
tite échelle », les Quinze pourraient
utiliser les moyens de planification
frangais ou britanniques, sans qu’il
s’agisse pour autant de recréer un
« nouveau Shape ».

Laurent Zecchini

Iran : M. Kathami perd un partisan
important dans le gouvernement

TEHERAN. La démission, jeudi 14 décembre, du ministre réformateur
de la culture Ataollah Mohadjerani porte un coup trés dur au chef de
P’Etat iranien, Mohammad Khatami, 2 six mois de I'élection présiden-
tielle, estiment les analystes. Aprés huit mois d’hésitation, M. Kha;a-
mi a accepté jeudi soir la démission de son ministre le plus populaire,
qui incarnait la volonté d’ouverture et Pambition de réformer la Ré-

teurs. - (AFR)

publique islamique dans le cadre constitutionnel.

« M. Khatami perd un partisan, mais surtout un atout politique de tres
grand poids au sein du gouvernement. C’est le fondement méme de Pac-
tion du président qui est atteint. C’est une victoire a I'usure des conserva-
teurs », explique le politologue Iradj Rachti.

Jeudi, le président réformateur, qui n’a pas encore annoncé s’il bri-
guerait un second mandat, a cédé A la demande insistante de son mi-
nistre, démissionnaire notamment parce qu'il ne pouvait s’opposer
aux purges massives qui ont frappé la presse réformatrice. Une quin-
zaine de quotidiens favorables au président Khatami ont été suspen-
dus ou fermés depuis avril par la justice, dominée par les conserva-

——

INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE, SATURDAY-SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16-17, 2000

Ouster of Iran Reformist Drops
Curtain on Liberal Era

By Geneive Abdo

International Herald Tribune

TEHRAN — In forcing out as minister of
culture and Islamic guidance the man who had
come to symbolize free expression in Iran, the
country’s conservatives have effectively put
an end to a period of liberalization in the press
and the arts. )

President Mohammed Khatami, yielding to
pressure from conservatives, accepted the
resignation of Ataollah Mohajerani late
Thursday.

Mr. Mohajerani had been at the forefront of
Mr. Khatami’s effort to revise cultural affairs
and was the target of conservatives for nearly

four years. His tenure saw dozens of lively
newspapers and journals flourish and the de-
but of films and art previously forbidden.

The newspapers inspired a wide following,
turning public opinion into a political force
unseen for at least half a century. o

In his resignation letter, Mr. Mohajerani,
46, expressed a sense of defeat.

““The conditions and requirements that
have taken shape in the realms of art, culture
and the intellect have made it impossible for
me to continue my duties,”” he said. ‘‘We
have not achieved any success worthy of our
nation, artists and writers.”’ )

The supreme leader of Iran, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, ordered Mr. Khatami to accept

Mr. Mohajerani’s resignation, which was
written many months ago under pressure from
conservatives, according to informed
sources.

The order appears to have ended any thread
of independence that Mr. Khatami had main-
tained from the conservative establishment.

Now, nearly all domestic policy is con-
trolled by Ayatollah Khamenei.

Conservatives began an aggressive assault
against the press in the spring after reformists
won a near majority in parliamentary elec-
tions in February. Voters were influenced by
the candidates that reformist newspapers had
endorsed and went to the polls to put them in
office.
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In April, conservatives in the. judiciary
began closing newspapers and journals until
nearly 30 had been banned by late summer.
The conservatives then shifted their focus to

the foreign press reporting from Iran- Foreign -

-journalists are now routinely criticized in con-
servative newspapers, and some foreign cor-

respondents have been accused in these papers -

of being spies for Western governments.

Mr. Mohajerani, whose ministry had gran-
ted licenses to the banned newspapers, was
sure to be the fall man. Under continuous
attack, he wrote his political epitaph in a
newspaper in May.

Until Thursday, Mr. Khatami had managed

to resist the, forces calling for Mr. Mohajerani
to resign. But the president, complaining re-
cently that he had limited power to govern
Iran, was forced to surrender.

- -~Inremoving-Mr. Khatami’s front man from_---

the political scene, the conservatives have
eliminated the buffer between their attacks
and the president.

Now, Mr. Khatami is likely to be their
direct target as he prepares to run for re-
election in May, analysts said. The pres-
ident’s potential conservative rival in the race,
Mohammed Reza Bahonar, last week began a
direct assault on Mr. Khatami’s policies.

By revealing the president’s impotence

over the Ministry of Culture, one of the few
institutions he is fully empowered to run, the
conservatives aim to discourage Mr.
Khatami’s supporters from voting.

In his landslide victory in 1997, Mr.

Khatami won nearly 70 percent of the voie by
vowing to create a free press and enforce the
mle of law. This time, the conservatives hope
his margin of victory will be far less due to
voter apathy over the president’s failure to
deliver on these two promises.

PURLISIED WITH THE NKW VORR TIMES 4D TIE WASHINGTON POST

Look Again at t the Mideast and Spot

the Importance of Iran

DECEMBER 18, 2000

By Stanley A. Weiss

ONDON — The incoming
Bush-Cheney — administra-

tion will need a new road map for

dealing with the Middle East.

The United States should
continue its strong ties to Israel,
the only liberal democracy from
the Atlantic Ocean across
Africa to the western frontier of
India, while recognizing that
there may not be a comprehen-
sive peace between Jews and
Arabs for many years.

" But America must not ignore
the geography of oil and power-
ful nations in charting its great-
er Middle East policy. Egypt.

Turkey and Saudi Arabia have

clearly been drawn in. The one
conspicuous omission is Iran.
Iran is pivotal to the West’s

strategic interests. It bridges the -
Middle East, Central Asia and

the Indian Subcontinent.

Until recently, Washington’s

policy toward Tehran was fix-
ated on the 1979 seizure of the
U.S. Embassy and the holding
of American hostages for 444
days, even though the flame of
Iran’s revolution for export died
on June 3, 1989, along with

Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini.
Anew erabegan in 1997 with

_the surprise victory of a little-

known, reform-minded cleric,
Mohammed Khatami, who was
elected president promising to

elections in Iranian history, 83
percent of the 39 million eli-
gible voters turned out, giving
the reformers at least 70 percent
of the 290-seat Parliament.

- But controlling the executive
branch, local councils and the
legislature does not mean ul-
timate power. Political reform is
stymied by Islamic hard-liners

who can veto decisions of Par- .

liament. And under the Islamic
constitution a ‘‘Supreme Lead-
er,”” with authority directly from
the Prophet Mohammed, sits
above the president and controls
the military, the judiciary, the
intelligence services, the Islamic
business conglomerates and the
electronic media.

Still, social reform is flour-
ishing. Women remain second-
class citizens in terms of jobs and
legal status, but they have made
huge strides in education. Their
role in government and society is
greater than in practically any
“‘secular’’ Muslim state.

There are more educated
people in Iran than in any other

. country in the region.

restore the rule of law and en-’

courage freedoth-and demo-

perienced what many call its
second revolution.

The republic’s first munici-
pal elections put almost 200,000
moderates into office. This
year, in the freest parliamentary

-cracy. Since then Iran has ex- -

Most important are the ‘‘chil-
dren of the revolution,”’ the 40
million Iranians who have no
memory of the shah.

The real power of the pres-
ident lies with the people. Just

- last month he gave what sound-

ed like his first campaign
speech for the presidential elec-
tion next May. He called for full
implementation of the consti-
tution, a civil society bolstered
by citizen participation, détente
in international relations and an
all-out effort to create balanced
and sustainable development.
But three days earlier he had
accused his hard-line opponents
of constitutional violations and
admitted that after, three and a
half years as president he was
powerless to stop them. He has

not made clear whether, in fact ..

he w111 run for a second term.”

- American companies in Iran,

This ambiguity - has con-
vinced the reform camp, which
has been impatient with. the
pace of change, and so-called
conservatives who have con-
stantly thwarted his efforts that
it is time to get serious about
compromise. They both realize
that without the reform move-
ment there would be a great risk
of a popular explosion.

Washington should do all it
can to assure a second Khatami
admiinistration. The animosity
between Iran and America is
unnatural. As the world’s
largest importer of oil and ex-
porter of grain, the United
States has a symbiotic need for
Iran. Since sanctions on the sale
of food were eased last year,
Iran has become a major cus-
tomers for American corn. , .

Vice President-elect Richard -
Cheney, when he was CEO of |
the world’s largest oil field ser-
vice company, called for an end
to the ban on investment by

calling the policy ‘‘a mistake.”’
The Bush administration should
work with Congress to lift all
nonmilitary trade sanctions.
Areas of common interest in-
clude containing Iraq’s lawless
regime and stopping arms from
going ,into and heroin from_
coming out-of Afghanistan.
Foreign Minister Kamal
Kharazi, speaking about his
country s policy of détente, says
Iran is *‘ready to act as an anchor
of stability for resolving region-
al problems and crises.”’ That is
an offer the incoming admin-
istration can’t afford to refuse.

The writer is founder and-
chairman of Business Execu-
tives for National Secyrity and
former chairman of American
Premier, a mining and chem-
icals company. He contributed
this comment to the Interna-
tional Herald Tribune.
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IRAQ REPORT,
IRAQI ARMY ASSAULT ON YEZIDI TOWN FAILS.

Volume 3, Number 42 RFE/RL

15 December 2000

An Iragi army unit laid siege to the town of Ba'adre and surrounding territory in the Shaykhan Administrative
District of the Dohuk Governorate but later was forced to withdraw, Kurdish Satellite TV from Salah Al-Din repor-
ted on 10 December. The station reported that the inhabitants of that area, most of whom are Yezidis, held "demons-
trations and marches and reaffirmed their loyalty to the Barzani path and renewed their support to the Kurdistan
regional government.” At that point, the Iraqis withdrew.

This is the first time the Iraqis have surrounded a town in this region with the clear intention of capturing it. Ba'adre
is only 40 Kilometers south of Dohuk. Meanwhile, according to diplomatic sources in Ankara, the United States,
Britain, and the Turkish government were aware of the explosive situation and there has been a flurry of activity to
prevent a major incident.

Following the Iraqi departure, the demonstrators also reaffirmed that they "are the deep-rooted sons of the Kurdish
nation.” Kameran Xeyribeg, a Yezidi elder, said that "Let the whole world know that the Yezidis are Kurds. They are
one of the most deep-rooted Kurds. Today, we, with our Muslim Kurdish brothers who are fasting today, are defen-
ding ourselves and the district of Ba'adre. We will defend the land of Kurdistan to the death.”

The Iraqi National Congress (INC) response to Baghdad's assault was sharp. Sharif Ali bin Al-Husseyn said that the
repeated attacks against Iraqi anti-aircraft facilities threatening the planes patrolling the two no-fly zones were "inef-
fective in changing the regime," according to London's "Daily Telegraph” of 13 December. He further asserted that
"we believe the only way to save the Iragi people is to change the rules of engagement." A spokesman for the British
Ministry of Defense, however, said that the rules of engagement were intended to protect pilots and not "not for attac-
king Iraqi troops on the ground."” He added that "it is not our policy to work for he overthrow of Saddam Husseyn."
(David Nissman)

* * * % * * * *

IRAQ REPORT, Volume 3, Number 42 RFE/RL
15 December 2000

INC CONDEMNS INTRA-KURDISH FIGHTING.

The Iraq National Congress on 12 December condemned ongoing PKK attacks against PUK-controlled Iraqgi
Kurdistan, apparently fearful that Baghdad may exploit them and invade. Meanwhile, pro-PKK "MEDYA-TV" on 13
December carried a statement by PKK Council of Leaders member Nizamettin Tas, which said that "we are going to
make the PUK's peshmerga strength ineffective. We will not finish it off, but we will render it ineffective. This does
not mean taking cities or seizing land. It means breaking their will for war," reported the "Kurdish Observer" on 13
December.

The most worrying feature of the current situation is a report that Iraqi forces have been deployed along the border
with Kurdistan, with some outlets, including London's "Al-Hayat" speculating that these forces may exploit the intra-
Kurdish feuding to invade PUK-controlled territory. PUK sources have pointed to the deployment of Iraqi forces in
areas controlled by the 1st Corps, on the Kirkuk border, and the 2nd Corps, on the Diyala border. Additionally, there
reportedly are Republican Guard artillery units, infantry divisions, and an armored division deployed in that region

"Al-Hayat" repoted that there is already an Iraqi "operations room" in the Qadir Karim area, which "includes repre-
sentatives from the Kurdistan Workers' Party [PKK], the Mujahedin-e Khalq...and Kurds loyal to Baghdad." And the
paper notes further that Saddam Husseyn met four times last week with Defense Minister Staff General Sultan
Hashim Ahmad as well as the Iraqi leader’'s son, Qusay. (David Nissman)

* ¥ * ¥ ¥ * * *
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Iraq startede electnclty embargo on the city of "Dhok"
Kurdlsh Flash News 16 Dec 2000 . ;

The voice of America in Kurdish mentioned today (15 Dec 2000) that after the occupation of the Iraqi colonizing
army for the kurdish small town of "Baadreh” in south Kurdstan,for 2 days,the Iraqi colonizing regime had cut off
electricity from the city of "Dhok” in south kurdstan, completely, starting from 14 Dec 2000.

The voice of America in Kurdish also mentioried that in addition to the problems that our people in "Dhok" are

suffering from, due to lack of electricity, this lack of electricity caused lack of water too, and now our people in

"Dhok” are suffering from hard problems, during this winter time. Kurdish flash news is begging all the kurdish ¢
nation to run for the aid of our suffering people in "Dhok", especially during this winter period. [Edited by KM]

* * ¥ * % ¥ * *

Turkish deputies approve continued patrols of Iraqi no-fly zone
AFP - 17 December 2000

ANKARA, Dec 17 (AFP) - Turkey's parliament on Sunday extended the mandate of US and British planes to patrol

a no-fly zone in northern Iraq, despite Iraqi calls on Ankara to withdraw its consent, Anatolia news agency said.

Operation Northern Watch (ONW), a force of some 45 US and British planes charged with enforcing the no-fly zone
north of the 36th parallel to protect local Kurds, is based at Incirlik in the southem Turkish province of Adana.

ONW began on January 1, 1997, since when the Turkish parliament has renewed its mandate every six months.
It was preceded by Operation Provide Comfort, which ran from April 1991 to December 1996.

Sunday's decision extends ONW for another six months from December 31. Baghdad does not recognise the northern
no-fly zone, nor a similar exclusion zone in the south of the country aimed at protecting the Shiite Muslim popula-
tion. Neither is authorised by any specific United Nations resolution.

Iraqi forces have regularly fired on patrol aircraft since US-British air raids on Baghdad in December 1998. The US
says the planes only target military objectives in self- defence. Iraq says that civilians are frequently hit.

In October, Turkish deputies threatened not to extend the ONW mandate if the US Congress recognized the contro-
versial killings of Armenians in the Ottoman Empire as genocide. The speaker of the US House of Representatives,
Dennis Hastert, withdrew the bill after US President Clinton cited national security interests, notably the risk of
damaging ties with NATO ally Turkey.

Turkish Defense Minister Sabahattin Cakmakoglu told parliament Sunday that Ankara benefitted from ONW in its
pursuit of the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK), which has long used northern Iraq -- outside Baghdad's control since
the Gulf War - as a launch pad for attacks on Turkish territory. Ankara says some 4,000 rebels have crossed to nor-
thern Iraq since autumn 1999 when the PKK said it was halting its armed struggle and withdrawing from Turkey to
seek a peaceful resolution to the Kurdish conflict. .

Much to Iraqi anger, Turkey frequently launches 'mcursions in;co the area to hunt the rebels.

At the same time it firmly supports Iraq's territorial integrity out of fears that any move towards Kurdish indepen-

dence in northern Iraq could encourage its own separatist-minded Kurds. "We see this region as an indivisible part

of Iraq. We hope that the current extraordinary circumstances will be eradicated as soon as possible,” Cakmakoglu -
said, according to Anatolia. .

Some 36,500 people have been killed in clashes between Turkish troops and the PKK since 1984 when the rebels took
up arms for Kurdish self-rule in southeast Turkey.

* % * % * * ¥ %
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Ayatollahs wage war on Internet: Montazeri.com vs. Montazery.com
AFP - 15 December 2000

PARIS, Dec 15 (AFP) - Dissident cleric Hossein Ali Montazeri, once in line to be Iran's supreme leader, this week
dropped a political bombshell by publishing his memoirs on the Internet and provoking a cyber war with the lea-
dership in Tehran.

Montazeri, 79, who had been chosen to succeed Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, founder of the Islamic republic, has
been living under house arrest in Qom, south of Tehran, ever since he was forced to resign weeks before Khomeini's
death in 1989.

A fierce opponent of Iran's current supreme spiritual leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, Montazeri in recent years has
from time to time managed to make his opinion known through his sons.

But he struck a hard blow on Monday when he published a 600-page memoir on an Internet site based in Britain,
which his sons veried as his work. The document, published in Persian and available at www.montazeri.com] pro-
vides important testimony to some of the most dramatic moments of the revolution and the war with Iraq.

Authorities in Tehran have so far not publicly reacted to Montazeri's memoirs but on Thursday a counter-site --
[WWW.IMONtaZery.comn) -- appeared on the internet and described itself as representing the office of Khamenei.

Most noteworthy on the first site are Montazeri's remarks on how he tried in 1988 to prevent the summary execu-
tion of thousands of opponents to the Khomeini regime.

He states that Khomeini ordered the executions after the opposition launched a fierce offensive against Iranian
troops from bases in Iraq. "All those against the revolution must disappear and quickly be executed,” the cleric
quotes Khomeini as saying in a written note.

Montazeri said he decided to intervene to prevent the killing of 2,800 to 3,800 men by writing a letter to Khomeini
in which he appealed for compassion.

" told myself 'I am after all the Imam's successor and I took part in this revolution’,” he says in his memoirs. "If an
innocent man is killed, I am also responsible.”

* % % % o % ¥ *

Analysis: Powell faces an old enemy

16 December 2000 UPI
By ROLAND FLAMINI

WASHINGTON, Dec 16 (UPI) - Gen. Colin Powell emerged as one of the most admired U.S. military leaders of
the 20th century when in 1990, as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, he planned and ran Desert Storm, the suc-
cessful offensive to free Kuwait from the troops of Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein

A decade later Powell, as the newly appointed U.S. Secretary of State, once again faces a still defiant Saddam
Hussein. And in Powell's first press conference Saturday, immediately following the announcement of his appoint-
ment, containment of the Iragi dictator was high on his list of foreign policy priorities.

"We will work with our allies to re-energize the sanctions (against Iraq),” Powell said. A further U.S. goal, he went
on, was the resumption of UN inspections to ensure that Iraq was not producing weapons of mass destruction.

Sanctions against Saddam Hussein virtually collapsed in the past four months, and Powell will have tough time

trying to persuade Washington's allies to close the net around the Iraqi regime. France, Jordan, Russia, and other
nations have resumed commercial flights to Baghdad, arguing that 10 years of sanctions have brought depriva-
tion to the Iraqgi population without lessening Saddam'’s grip on his country. Saddam has also failed to live up
to his agreement to allow UN inspection teams to search for "evil technologies," as Powell referred to weapons of
mass destruction. Two years ago, Saddam expelled the weapons inspectors from Iraq, and none have been allo-
wed to return.
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If the battle on the diplomatic front doesn't succeed, Powell hinted stronger action: "I don't know what it will
take to bring Saddam Hussein to his senses. But we are in a strong position, he is in a weak position, and I think
it is possible...to continue to contain him and then confront him should that become necessary."  Recently
“Saddam tried to persuade the UN to allow more-flexibility inhow—he-spends his il revenues. When the UN refu-
sed, he threatened to halt Iraqi oil production altogether, thus precipitating a fresh crisis. But his threat was with-
drawn when Saudi Arabia said it would increase its own output to make up the shortage.

U.S.-British combat flights enforce the no-fly zone in the northern corner of the country to protect Kurdish refu-
gees living there from Iraqi attack, and the U.S. also enforces a no-fly zone in the south, but in other respects the
Clinton administration has soft-pedaled its response to Baghdad's continued defiance.

Analysts think it likely that Saddam won't be able to resist the temptation to test the new administration of
President-elect George W. Bush, so Secretary Powell's first challenge could well come from his old nemesis.

How Powell responds will be an indication of what he means by "confrontation." One possible course of action
could be a greater willingness to support Saddam Hussein's opposition, principally the Iragi National Congress.
Despite U.S. congressional approval, the Clinton administration balked at giving the group the military hardwa-
re they say they needed to topple Saddam. Powell may now have reason to regret his role -- which was said to
have been pivotal -- in President George Bush's 1991 decision not to pursue the Iraqi army all the way to
Baghdad and topple Saddam Hussein.

But Powell has a deserved reputation for being cautious, which some even regard as indecision. Visitors to the
Pentagon during the Gulf War will recall that under the glass top of his desk was a quotation from Thucydides,
the Greek historian: "Of all the signs. of power, restraint impresses men most.” If the quotation itself doesn't make
the transition to his office in the Department of State, the sentiment surely will.

* % % * * * * %

Turkish president sidelines anti-Muslim chief prosecutor
18 Dec 2000 Agence France-Presse

ANKARA, Dec 18 (AFP) - Turkish President Ahmet Necdet Sezer on Monday denied a second term in office to the
country's top prosecutor, who had led a crackdown against Muslim activists, and appointed a replacement.

Vural Savas, who held the post since 1997, was the driving force behind two important court cases closely linked to
Turkey's turbulent politics: the ban against the Islamist Welfare Party and later, its successor, the Virtue Party. Sezer
chose Sabih Kanadoglu, a judge at the appeals court, to take the office of the court's chief prosecutor as of January 21

next year, a statement released by the president’s office said. = Kanadoglu, 62, was one of the five top candidates -

designated by the appeals court to guide the president in his selection of a new prosecutor.

Savas, also 62, came out first in the election with 153 votes, while Kanadoglu was second with 104 votes.  The
Turkish president is obliged to choose a new prosecutor for the court from the five candidates determined by the elec-
tion, but he is not forced to choose the candidate who garnered the most votes.

In 1997, Savas asked for a ban on the Islamist Welfare Party, which was in power then in coalition with a conserva-
tive party under heavy pressure from the staunchly secular army.  In early 1998, the constitutional court banned
Welfare for anti-secular activities and barred Welfare leader and former prime minister Necmettin Erbakan and his
close aides from politics for a period of five years. In May 1999, the hawkish Savas moved against the Virtue Party,

Welfare's successor, demanding that the party be banned and all of its 103 deputies in the 550-seat parliament be
removed from office.

Savas accuses Virtue of exploiting religious beliefs, inciting protests against a ban on headscarves in universities,
and of orchestrating a failed bid by one of its MPs last year to take an oath in parliament wearing a headscarf.

The case is currently being heard at the constitutional court. ~Savas has also demanded the constitutional court
to ban Turkey's main Kurdish party, the People's Democracy . Party (HADEP), for alleged ties to Kurdish rebels
behind a 15-year insurgency in the country's southeast. The court has yet to decide on the case. Savas was due
to retire in 2003.

-
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Iran Sets June 8, 2001 for Presidential Polls

"Reuters - 17 December 2000

TEHRAN (Reuters) - Iran's constitutional watchdog, the Guardian Council, Sunday set June 8, 2001 as the date for
presidential elections, the official IRNA news agency said.

With just under six months left before the polls, it is not yet clear whether incumbent President Mohammad Khatami
will stand for re-election. He had announced he would run for a second term in office, but later said he was still
considering whether to do so.

Nor was it clear whether conservatives would put up a candidate against the popular Khatami, who has tried to ins-
titute moderate reforms in the Islamic Republic since he was first elected to office in May 1997.

Khatami's efforts to liberalize Iran have been frustrated by the Guardian Council. The panel, dominated by conser-
vative clerics appointed by supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, has the right to veto laws it considers un-
Islamic or unconstitutional.

Khatami said in a keynote speech earlier this month that he lacked the authority to fulfil his election promise to ease
freedom of expression and ensure the rule of law.

More than 30 newspapers have been banned and Culture Minister Ataollah Mohajerani, the chief architect of the
brief breath of freedom in the press and the arts, resigned under pressure from the conservatives led by Khamenei.

Meanwhile some reformers, unhappy with the lack of progress made by Khatami have mooted putting up their own
candidate for the polls, but again no name has clearly emerged.

The government has suggested holding by-elections on the same day as the presidential polls for 18 seats in the 290-
member parliament left vacant after general elections in May when the Guardian Council canceled those results
citing irregularities.

But the Guardian Council has said the by-elections should be held before that time, but has yet to set a date.

* * * * * * * *

Khatami weakened ahead of polls by loss of allies
AFP - 17 December 2000

TEHRAN, Dec 17 (AFP) - Iran's reformist President Mohammad Khatami faces elections in six months, weakened by
the loss of three key allies, respectively jailed, maimed for life in an assassination bid, and forced to resign under
relentless conservative pressure.

The last to go was Ataollah Mohajerani, whose resignation finally took effect Sunday after a long battle with conser-
vatives who reacted to the freedom he had given the press by closing down virtually every pro-reform daily through
their control of the courts.

Before that Khatami saw Abdollah Nuri, 51, jailed for five years at the end of November last year by the ultra-conser-
vative Special Court for Clergy, a tribunal he refused to recognise. Nuri, a former interior minister and vice-presi-
dent, was found guilty of anti-Islamic propaganda in the newspaper he ran, after a lengthy trial which he used as a
platform to ridicule the conservatives and plead for a less rigid conception of Islam.

Nuri had been tapped to lead the reformist campaign in the parliamentary elections which took place last February,
and be speaker of the resulting assembly.

While the polling produced a landslide for reformists, overturning the conservatives' control of the parliament, they
lacked a leader. Newcomers like Mohammad-Reza Khatami and Ali-Reza Nuri were the most prominent, but more
because of their position as the respective brothers of the president and the former minister.

The speaker of parliament is Mehdi Karubi, a former Islamic radical who had held the post before, a compromise
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choice unsatisfying to many voters. The second Khatami ally to go was Said Hajarian, 47, another newspaper chief
and a key adv1ser to the pre31dent who was gunned down in Tehran on March 12.

Ideologue Hajarian was the man who conceived Khataxm s reformxst programme, but he is now confined to a
wheelchair and his voice is almost silent, literally because of his injuries and figuratively because of the crackdown
on the press.

" A pro-conservative student was jailed for 15 years for shooting him after a hasty trial which reformists alleged was
rushed to allow those actually responsible.to go free. Mohajerani, 46, a protege of the president, pushed the
Khatami line from within the government, becoming the darling of intellectuals of all stripes, but particularly film-
makers and writers. '

Slammed persistently by conservatives, who were backed up by Iran's supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
Mohajerani finally decided to quit in April, powerless to stem the crackdown on the press engineered by the
conservahve—led courts. :

Khatami staved off the resignation of his most popular and pugnacious minister for eight months, before finally
accepting it last week. Mohajerani's successor has not yet been named. If he is to run for a second term, Khatami
will have to revise his strategy rapidly and find influential new aides, as well as campaign without the aid of a
friendly press.

While many newspapers are theoretically only suspended, there is no sign of them reopening. At the same time,
many Khatami allies have also been hauled before the courts because their activities as journalists or clerics have
upset the conservative religious establishment. Several are being prosecuted for their participation at a conferen-
ce in .Berlin in April which has been branded anti-Islamic, and some face the death penalty for an offence of "war-
ring against God."

Khatami meanwhile complains that he is powerless under the constitution to stem what reformists see as a cam-
paign to stop him standing for the presidency again. The conservative-run Council of Guardians, the elections
authority, announced Sunday that the polls would take place on June 8 and not May 29, the date originally moo-
ted, state radio reported.

~Syrian Human Rights Out of Hiding

AP - 17 Dec 2000

DAMASCUS, Syria (AP) - A Syrian human rights group that spent 10 years underground and saw its founders
imprisoried has come out into the open, publicly urging President Bashar Assad on Sunday to promote further
political reforms.

“In light of the positive and related political developments in Syria, the human rights group has emerged once
again to work'in the open, reasserting its demand for a general amnesty for all political detainees,” the Committee
for the Defense of Human Rights in Syria said Sunday.

Assad ordered the release of 600 political prisoners last month - a move human rights activists and his opponents
welcomed as a step away from the policies of his father, the late President Hafez Assad, who was intolerant of dis-
sent during his 30-year rule.

The younger Assad, who became president a month after his father died in June, also ordered that the infamous
Mezze prison be converted into a modern hospital. Additionally, he signed an amnesty freeing thousands of
convicted deserters and smugglers.

Earlier this month Assad allowed all pohtlcal parties, allies of the ruling Baath Party, to issue their own newspa-
pers.

Aktham Neissa, leader of the human nghts committee, said the recent polmcal overtures are considered as a
posmve indication but not sufficient.”
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““The respect of all human rights in Syria and the rejection of any violation to these rights are our main demand,”
Neissa told The Associated Press.

The committee demanded a fair and open trial for those accused of crimes against state security and guarantees for
the return of all self-exiled opponents.

Neissa, a lawyer from the northern town of Latakia, helped found the group in 1991 and spent seven years in deten-
tion until the late Assad pardoned him in 1998.

" “The situation is much better now as we are no longer subject to any kind of harassment, but more steps are nee-
ded," said Hasiba Abdul-Rahman, 41, a committee member who has been detained three times. She said all the foun-
ding members of the group had been jailed at various times.

Syrians, particularly young ones, had looked to the younger Assad, 35, for reform after decades of autocratic rule
under his father. At home, the new president appears to have responded, with the prisoner release following an
unprecedented loosening of restrictions on debate.

* * * * * * * L4

Iraqi Paper Calls America's Powell ‘War Criminal’
Reuters 18/12/2000 |

BAGHDAD (Reuters) - An Iragi government newspaper on Monday fiercely attacked U.S. President-elect George
W. Bush and his Secretary of State-designate Colin Powell whom it branded a Gulf War **criminal.”

Bush's father, former president George Bush, is reviled in Iraq for leading. the multi-national coalition that ejected
Iraqi troops from Kuwait in 1991 and for spearheading painful U.N. economic sanctions.

Powell, as then chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, oversaw the U.S. military effort during the Gulf War. He has
now called for the sanctions to be “"re-energized."

“*The son of the war criminal (George) Bush has nominated a war criminal, the retired Colin Powell who took part
in the aggression against Iraq, as secretary of state to replace Zionist Madeleine Albright," the newspaper al-
Jumbhouriya said.

*It seems that the first priority of Powell is Iraq which was able to defeat him during the military confrontation
(in 1991) as the American administration had failed to achieve its aggressive and political goals against Iraq,” the
paper said.

Powell said on Friday Iraq had not lived up to its obligations under a 1991 truce which called for Baghdad to
account for its weapons of mass destruction and arms technology programs.
“They have not yet fulfilled those agreements and my judgement is that sanctions in some form must be kept in

place until they do so,” Powell said. “*We will work with our allies to re-energize the sanctions regime."

Sanctions have been eroded this year, with many countries, including Russia, France and Arab nations, resuming
flights to Baghdad and moving to revive trade with the oil-rich state.

A senior Iraqi military commander dismissed Powell's comments on Sunday. On Saturday, Iraq's deputy prime
minister, giving the first official Iraqi reaction to Bush's presidential election victory, said Baghdad was not concer-
ned with the new U.S. president as American policy toward Iraq would not change.

Many Iraqis, reeling under the sanctions imposed for Iraq's 1990 invasion of Kuwait, believe Bush's father was the
driving force behind the Western campaign to isolate and punish their country.

It seems that the new American administration has nothing new but to continue its aggressive policy and conspi-
racy against independent nations,” Jumhouriya said.

Lieutenant-General Shaheen Yassin, the commander of Iraqi anti-aircraft defenses, said on Sunday if the new U.S.
administration threatened to attack Iraq, Iraqi air defenses were ready to retaliate. **“We are fully alert, ready with
our weapons in our hands to fight against any new threat,” he said.
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Analy5|s' Syria seeks to end isolation
7UPI - 18 December 2000 13 10 (ET)

By THANAA IMAM

DAMASCUS, Syria, Nov. 18 (UPI) - Syria's recent overtures toward its neighbors has helped it avoid the interna-
tional isolation it could have faced because of its delay in making peace with Israel and in introducing much-nee-
ded economic reforms, analysts have said.

Since he came to power after the death of his father, Hafez Assad, earlier this year, Syrian President Bashar Assad
has begun a process of economic reforms and Syrian sources have confirmed his eagerness to present a different
strategic view of the region.

Syrian-Iraqi relations, which were frozen for some 20 years following an exchange of bombing accusations, have
improved since they were restored in 1997. Since then, Syria has reopened its border with Iraq for trade and has
made clear that it does not want to get involved politically with the Iragi regime, which was punished with U.N.
sanctions for invading Kuwait in 1990. Recently, however, Syrian Foreign Minister Farouk Sharaa said both coun-
tries were moving toward establishing diplomatic ties despite disapproval from most of the West.

Syria has maintained a careful approach toward Iraq. Although it allowed Iraq to open an interests office in its
capital, Damascus, and received many high-ranking Iraqi officials, it has so far refrained from reciprocating the
moves. It has maintained that relations with Iraq do not exceed economic ties because it wants to preserve its ties
with Saudi Arabia and Kuwait. The two countries are becoming closer, however. Iragi Airways opened an office
in Damascus and Syria, violating the U.N. sanctions, sent several planes with humanitarian aid and official dele-
gations to Iraq. Baghdad returned the gesture, sendingflight to Damascus with Deputy Prime Minister Tarek Aziz.

A Western diplomat in Damascus told United Press International that though Syrian-Iraqi ties had not reached "a
strategic level,” the United States "was not looking with satisfaction at such a rapprochement.”

The United States is reportedly annoyed by reports that Iraq reopened its oil pipeline to Syria after 18 years and
resumed pumping oil from its Karkuk fields on Nov. 20 to Syria's Banias Port at a level of 150,000 barrels a day.
Iraq reportedlyplans to increase production to 200,000 barrels a day at a later stage. Syrian sources said the pipe-
line was not fully operational.

According to analysts, Syria's overtures to Iraq has prompted the United States to push some Lebanese political
parties to question Syria's military presence in Lebanon. There have been mounting calls by some Lebanese
Christian opposition leaders led by Maronite Patriarch Nasrallah Boutros Sfeir for the withdrawal of Syrian forces
from Lebanon. Some 35,000 Syrian troops have been stationed in two-thirds of Lebanon since 1976 when they were
first dispatched to help stop the country’s then raging civil war that ended in 1990.

Syrian sources said Washington had not officially informed Syrian officials of its annoyance with the rapproche-
ment, though they believed the United States was annoyed.

The Western diplomat said the Syrians were trying to separate government and party relations with Iraq.
Reconciliation between the governments is possible, the diplomat said, but not the parties. Both countries are ruled
by rival wmgs of the Baath Party which split in 1966.

Syria is also cementing ties with Turkey, a key NATO ally. A 1998 security agreement succeeded in putting Syrian-
Turkishrelations back on the right track. The accord came after Turkey sent military reinforcements to the border with
Syria following accusations that Damascus was sheltering Kurdish leader Abdallah Ocalan whose guerrillas were
engaged in a separatist war against Turkey. Determined to improve ties, Syria relinquished its claim of the
Iskenderon port, which was annexed to Turkey by the then-French mandate forces in 1939, and of demands for a lar-
ger share of the Euphrates River. It has also stopped criticizing the 1996 Turkish-Israeli military accord, which it first
said was meant to "squeeze Syria like a pair of pincers.”

Both countries appear ready to improve ties and even discuss a declaration of principles, which political analysts say
could be possible despite some conflicts over water sharing and the border. Syria wants a final agreement over the
distribution of the Euphrates. According to the 1987 accord Turkey gives Syria 500 cubic meters of water. Syria wants
666 cubic meters.

48




Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

Diplomatic sources said both countries were serious about improving ties and consolidating them in various sectors.
Syrian Deputy President Abdel Halim Khaddam visited the Turkish capital, Damascus, recently and relayed his
country's wish to conclude a global accord when Syrian President Bashar Assad visits Turkey as expected early next
year.

The said important steps had been taken by the two countries, with planned visits by oil and tourism ministers and
trade expected to touch $700 million this year and $1 billion in 2001.

Analysts said Syria's relations with Jordan were more complicated. Despite Jordan's 1994 peace accord with Israel, a
political decision to develop bilateral ties with the Hashemite kingdom was adopted after the death of Jordan's King
Hussein in 1999. While late Syrian President Hafez Assad's participation at Hussein's funeral came as a surprise, his
son and successor, Bashar, has a personal friendship with Jordan's King Abdallah.

Syria ha also refrained from criticizing the Jordanian-Israeli peace accord. Sources said Damascus wanted to prevent
a deeper split among Arab countries. In a sign of closer ties, Syria pumped millions of cubic meters of waters into
Jordan despite its own severe drought. The countries also agreed to construct a "unity dam" on the Yarmouk River
with estimated water reserves of 225 million cubic meters. --

* % % % * * % %

‘ Iraq requests enhanced economic and political consultation
| Turkish Daily News December 20, 2000

Iraq reportedly asked Turkey to enhance economic and political consultationby establishing both a new mecha-
nism and carrying out high-level visits between the two  countries.

Iraqi Foreign Ministry Undersecretary Ismail Nuri el-Weis has been in Ankara for an  official two-day visit and
met with his Turkish counterpart Faruk Logoglu yesterday.

During yesterday's meeting the two countries’ officials once again affirmed that they = should improve politi-
cal and economic relations despite continuing U.N. sanctions.

Speaking to the Turkish Daily News, diplomatic sources said that Turkey did not have any intention to viola-
te the U.N. sanctions in order to improve its relations with Iraq. = However, they added that Turkey should make
efforts to enhance its political and  economic relations with Iraq - to compensate for its huge economic losses
since 1991 - within the scope of U.N. sanctions. )

Although the United States is lukewarm on the idea, Ankara has accelerated its  diplomatic efforts to improve
relations with Baghdad, especially since discussions in  the U.S. House of Representatives on a resolution reco-
gnizing a so-called Armenian  genocide by Ottoman Turks.

As part of these efforts, Turkey previously decided to upgrade the status of its  diplomatic mission in Baghdad,
allowed flights of medical aid and agreed to resume  rail links between Iraq and Turkey.

Ties between Turkey and Iraq have sometimes been strained by Turkey's rolein  helping allied planes enforce
a no-fly zone over Kurdish-populated northern Iraqand  Turkish army raids into northern Iraq.

. Iraq has also been urging Turkey not to extend Operation Northern Watch for the sake  of improving good bila-
teral relations. The operation was set up in 1991 to prevent Iraqi President Saddam Hussein and  the Iraqi army
from extending its hold over the North. It has been extended by the = Turkish Parliament every six months since

- it began.

This issue is expected to be discussed during el-Weis's visit, in addition to certain  regional and bilateral issues.
In related news, Iraqgi Transportation and Communications Ministry Undersecretary Cemil Ibrahim el-Tikriti
announced on Tuesday that they were making preparations to  start direct flights from the northern Iraqi city of
Mosul to Turkey in the upcoming days. copyright 2000. reprinted with permission.

* % ¥ % % ¥ ¥ ¥
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'Turkish troops reportedly de-ployed to support

‘K‘d‘ sh PUK agam“s“t Pk

Text of report by London-based newspaper Al-Zaman on 19 December

Dohuk: The Raniyah areas East of Arbil in the Kurdistan region are
‘witnessing an acute tension following the deployment of Turkish units
there

in an attempt to support the Patnohc Union of Kurdistan [PUK]

fighters,

who have been fighting the Kurdish Workers' Party [PKK] since
September.

According to PKK sources, 5,000 Turkish troops have been deployed on the
roads and hills near Raniyah and the area surrounding Qumah in
preparation

for a new round of fighting between the PUK and the PKK, which is
operating

against Turkey and is using certain areas of northern Iraq as

rear-echelon

training bases.

New-arrivals from Al-Sulaymaniyah have told Al-Zaman that the PUK is
preparing for a new round of fighting and that its fighters continue to
be ,
deployed in the areas of Ramyah Qala Diza and Qandil, east of Arbil,
and

are fortifying their positions there. The fighting is expected to start

as

soon as the Turkish forces have completed their deployment, Wthh is
currently under way.

Observers in the region have talked of the danger of the situation and
have

expressed concern about the spread of the fighting to nearby towns and
villages, since the PKK has the capability of taking control of some of
the

border villages w1th up to 3,000 of its fighters deployed in the area.

If

that was to happen, it would mean heavy losses among the civilian
population, especially if the Turkish army was to use aircraft, which is
something that is anticipated. The PKK, a large proportion of whose
forces A

are concentrated in the Kurdistan region, have warned against any
expansion

in the scope of the fighting, adding that it is capable of countering

any

joint manoeuvres by the PUK and the Turkish army.

Informed military sources in the region have told Al-Zaman that the
PUK's

aimover the past five days has been to suspend fighting in order to
gain

time until the Turkish support reaches them, which has been in the form
of

financial aid worth 15m dollars and military support in the form of more
than 2,000 troops and dozens of armoured vehicles, tanks and personnel
carriers.

The Kurdish parties, which say thatthe war will not solve the problem,
seem

incapable of doing anything in the face of the recent developments in

the

regionand the rapid intervention by Turkish forces, whose presence most

Kurds feel is a threat to the security of the region and will damage

relations among the Kurds.

In another development, Iraqi forces have withdrawn most of their uruts,

which had advanced towards areas of the Kurdistan region, back to their

previous positions in order to restore calm to most of the contact

areas.

With the exception of sundry units near Shekhan and Fa'idah, north of

Mosul,

the Iraqi military units that attempted to seize control of some of the

areas under Kurdish Democratic Party [KDP] control at the beginning of

last . )

week, have all pulled back. Residents of the area said the forces that

were

ordered back were experiencing harsh conditions and that some local

villagers had been giving the soldiers food. They said the soldiers were

making overtly derogatory remarks about the Iraqi leadership, giving the

victory sign with their hands and laughing as they withdrew, two days

after

the forces were deployed to the area of Ba'adre, north of Mosul.

Some local residents described the troops during the withdrawal as being

happy and as though they could not believe the operation, which had
na

failure, had ended with a happy outcome for them, given that they were

alive )

and on their way home. '

Residents of the Shekhan area - under Iraqi Government control and

- consisting of Christians and Yazidis - told Al-Zaman that schools and

government departments in the area had returned te normal two days
after the

authorities issued orders for their closure to coincide with the Iraqi
military operation, and that the state of alert adopted by the army,
police,

and security forces ended following the failure of the operation. They
added

that the authorities had allowed the villagers to return to work in
their

fields and to tend their livestock there. )

The Iraqi authorities have also tightened security at checkpoints on the
roads leading to the region and introduced added measures in order to
prevent the smuggling of fuel into Kurdistan, by blockading the area and
increasing the number of patrols there. They also warned the residents
of

villages close to the contact areas against moving around the region or
trying to trade with other areas of the region without the approval of
authorities.

Source: Al-Zaman, London, in Arabic 19 Dec 00
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T

Bush team sets ambitious target in Iraq policy

Reuters December 19, 2000
By Jonathan Wright

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - With its pledge to restore the vigor of sanctions against Iraq, President-elect George
W. Bush's team has set itself a challenging goal which it might live to regret, analysts said on Tuesday.

But the pledge is open to differing interpretations, and some versions would offer concessions to win over
countries like Russia and France, which are skeptical about the effectiveness and moral basis for the sanctions sys-
tem.

Secretary of State-designate Colin Powell, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff when Iraqinvaded Kuwait in 1990,
made the pledge on Saturday when Bush announced his appointment.

He repeated the Clinton administration mantra that the sanctions, now in their 11th year, should remain as long
as Iraqgi President Saddam Hussein does not meet the cease-fireconditions imposed on Iraq at the end of the Gulf
War in 1991.

"They (the Iraqis) have not yet fulfilled those agreements and my judgment is that sanctions in some form must
be kept in place until they do so," Powell said. "We will work with our allies to re-energize the sanctions regime."

Coupled with Bush's remark in a campaign debate with Vice President Al Gore on Oct. 11, that he wanted the
sanctions to be tougher, Powell added to the impression thata Bush administration would try to tighten the screws
on Irag.

Some Bush advisers, as well as Republicans in the U.S. Congress, have also openly advocated arming the Iraqi
opposition in an attempt to overthrow the Iragi leader - a step that the Clinton administration carefully avoided.

Some analysts said the Bush administration would be going down a blind alley if it seriously expected to resto-
re the cohesion of the alliance which defeated Iraqin 1991 and to plug all the gaps breached since then in the sanc-
tions.

SANCTIONS CONTINUE TO ERODE

Against U.S. objections, a long list of countries have started flights into Baghdad. Iraq exports more and more oil
outside the U.N. supervision system, through Turkey, Iranian territorial waters and now the pipeline to Syria.

"It is a reality that-although the U.S. can try to buttress the sanctions, they are going to  continue to erode and
there will be steadily less effective control over the normal flow of imports and exports,” said Anthony Cordesman,
a military and Middle East specialist at the Center for Strategic and International Studies in Washington.

"Tightening the sanctions is not in the realm of feasible realism. The idea also shows traces of unnecessary pro-
vocation," added Clovis Maksoud, director of the center for the Global South at American University.

Ruth Wedgwood, a specialist on U.N. affairs at the Council on Foreign Relations, said that in the long term it
would not be possible to restore the integrity of the sanctions.

"Given the tenor of the U.N. Security Council -- unless they get a short spurt of goodwill — but otherwise it's just
a long and grinding decay,” she said.

But other analysts say there are steps the Bush administration can take to try to stop the erosion and put toge-
ther a package that would win the support of U.S. allies.

Cordesman said the United Nations could impose restrictions on travel by Iraqi leaders and focus the embargo
on "dual use items" -- goods that have both civilian and military uses.

Meghan O'Sullivan, a fellow at the Brookings Institution, said the best approach would be to give up sanctions
which do not work in exchange for allied support for those which do. "They should bargain away what's not in
place for what is in place, to show we are willing to play ball,” she said.
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The United States could offer, for example, to let foreign oil companies invest in the Iraqi oil industry in return
for a commitment that their governments would stick to the rules.

In the case of Russia, the United States could offer to let it take Iraqi oil to pay down the huge military debt which
Irag-owed-to the Soviet Union, O'Sullivan added.

SALAMI TACTICS

"It's open to question to what extent a proposal that has something in it for everyone can be cracked, but that
should be one of the focuses of the new administration,” she said.

. Guy Caruso, an oil specialist at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, said it would be tough to
restore the credibility of sanctions. "But there are some things they can do to stop the salami tactics," he added.

Caruso speculated that the Bush team might tell the U.S. Navy in the Gulf to intercept a tanker loaded with
Iraqi oil for which the buyer has paid a covert surcharge.

~ That would deter other companies tempted to go along with Iraq's surcharge proposal, which is designed to
put more of the country’s oil revenues outside U.N. control.

Caruso said another idea would be for the U.S. air force to bomb one of the pumping stations along the Iragi-
Syrian oil pipeline, which appears to be carrying Iraqi oil.

But Jon Alterman of the U.S. Institute of Peace said that "smart sanctions” may be just a grand way of saying
"sanctions other than the ones we have now" and that the smartest sanctions would do little without smart
implementation. :

Even if the Bush administration does try to work on a concerted Iraq policy with Europe and Russia, some
countries would continue to try to "push the envelope” on sanctions.

"The Europeans only want to cooperate on the basis of the five percent p0551b1hty of Iraqi good behavior, not
on the 95 percent possibility of Iraqi bad behavior,” he added.

The analysts dismissed proposals to overthrow Saddam through the opposvition Iraqi National Congress (INC).

"There's a universal feeling in the region that support for the INC and an overt effort to  overthrow Saddam
Hussein borders on the ridiculous. The INC is greeted with total contempt outside the Beltway (the Washington
area)," he said.

"But there are many true believers (in the Republican Party) who have never had much to do with Iraq so it
would be foolish to assume it won't be tried,” he added.

* % % o * * * #*

Turkish army enters South Kurdistan
Kurdish Observer - 19 Dec 2000

- The PKK Council of Leadefs announced that the Turkish military has entered South Kurdistan [Iraqi Kurdistan] with
heavy weapons and that a broad joint assaults with the PUK could begin at any moment.

NEWS CENTER

The PKK Council of Leaders said in a statement made yesterday that Turkey had entered South Kurdistan with the

* strength of hundreds of vehicles and that they could begin an extensive assault against them together with the
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) at any moment.The PKK Council of Leaders made the following call to the
Kurdish people: "The patriotic people of Kurdistan and democratic public must raised their voices against this trea-
chery and plot and bring this inauspicious assault to naught. Our people must develop popular uprisings (serhildan,
intifada) everywhere against this treachery."

The statement said, "The PUK, which has not been able to defeat our forces deépite the weapons, ammunition, and
logistic support of Turkey and regional powers, has now drawn Turkey's military force completely inside the war."
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The statement said that hundreds of vehicles of soldiers and heavy weapons had entered South Kurdistan through
Habur Gate yesterday and the day before and had positioned at Ranya and Carkurna. The statement said that a great
number of heavy weapons and tanks and military units were also waiting at the border at Silopi. The PKK Council
of Leaders recalled that they had taken the peace calls of the Kurdistan National Congress (KNK) seriously and given
them a positive response, continuing, "The PUK gave no response whatsoever to this call. It is clear that, rather than
giving an answer to the National Congress, they struggled to pull foreign powers further into the war."

43 guerrillas lost their lives

The PKK Council of Leaders also gave information about the results of the clashes that had begun with the PUK
assault on December 3, as follows: "Taking the support of Turkey and regional powers, [the PUK] began on December
3 a broad assault aiming to crush the People's Defense Forces. Our guerrillas, resisting with a spirit of sacrifice, repel-
led this assault aimed at annihilation in a short while. While 43 of our guerrillas have fallen in the war to date, the
PUK's losses have reached the hundreds."

The statement recalled that almost all of these had been unarmed victims that were mercilessly murdered by the PUK
on September 14, 2000 after surrounding the new education force. It also recalled that the PUK had abused the uni-
lateral cease fire that had been called by the PKK so that the war would not lead to more serious results, and had
used the time to prepare for new assaults.

Call for the people to rise up

The PKK Council of Leaders called for sensitivity from the Kurdish people and democratic public, saying: "Our
patriotic people of Soran and the democratic forces must stand against this treachery and must show with uprisings
to both friends and enemies that this treachery will not find life on this soil.” The statement also made the following
call to the PUK: "Give up this policy that will harm the Kurdish people and strengthen the enemy, and join the line
of national democracy and peace. We call on you to pay heed to our people's longing for peace and democracy."

Turkey must abandon dangerous policies

The PKK Council of Leaders made the call for "abandonment of dangerous policies which will push Turkey and the
region into an environment of war once again” and made the following warning to Turkey and regional countries:
"A war begun in the South will unavoidably spread to all sides. Turkey's problems, foremost the Kurdish question,
cannot be solve with war and conspiracies. We are calling on the regional countries which gave the PUK support in
order to liquidate or weaken the PKK to remain far from these policies which will pull the entire region into war.
Because once begun, this war could slip out of control and bring harm to everyone.”

Treachery will lose

The statement, noting that this movement to liquidate the PKK had already been been continued for a few years,
concluded by saying: "Our party will continue to resist this conspiracy, just as it has through today. The flag of demo-
cracy and freedom will not fall to the ground as long as there is one PKK member still standing. Freedom and demo-

cracy will win, treachery and conspiracies will lose."
"The PUK is after profits'

HADEP members in Ankara protested the assaults by PUK forces against the PKK. Ankara Provincial Chairman
Veli Aydogan said that the PUK assaults were provoking policies of violence in Turkey.

A great crowd of HADEP administrators and members gathered the other day at Yuksel Avenue to denounce the
PUK assaults. Addressing the crowd, Aydogan said that they were greatly concerned over developments in recent
days and said that the PUK had hoped to profit from the environment of conflict in the region.

Students in the Kurtalan district of Siirt also protested the PUK's assaults. The students of private courses arran-
ged a demonstration and blocked highway traffic the other evening when classes were finished. A large crowd also
gathered in the Eyyubiye neighborhood of Urfa and shouted slogans against the PUK.

Meanwhile, Memcan Oguzsoy and Serhan Ozkurt, who had been detained on the grounds that they had protes-
ted the PUK assaults in a demonstration in Istanbul's Kagithane, were brought before the Istanbul State Security
Court (DGM) the other day. Oguzsoy and Ozyurt were formally arrested and sent to Umraniye Prison.
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Kurds condemn the treachery

_ Protest demonstrations against the PUK's assaults against PKK guerrillas continue. Kurdistanis met the other day

in the German town of Altefeuerbach tied o the city of Mannheim and rained curses-down-on-the-treachery.
( ,

A large crowd participated in the march carrying banners reading, "Loyalty to President Apo is loyalty to
Kurdistan,” "Damn treachery,” and "No to death cells.” Throughout the march, they handed out pamphlets in
German explaining the aim of the PUK assault against the PKK. Slogans of "Damn treachery! Long live resistan-
ce" and "We are with you in war and peace, Ocalan” were frequently shouted in the march through city center. The
march, which began at 1:00 in the afternoon, continued with a meeting at Neuermass Plaza. The Planning
Commiittee spokesperson called on the Kurdish people to be sensitive against the assault that the PUK had begun
against the PKK's strategy for political struggle. After speeches, Kurdistanis danced the halay to musical perfor-
mances before ending the meeting.

[KM Note: VOA Kurdish program reported that 700 Turkish soldiers have entered south Kurdistan by 80 vehicles
in early morning of Sunday (8 GMT). END KM] :

* % % % % ¥ % ¥

PUK Official confirms Turkish troops In Suleymania-region
Dec 20, 2000 The Kurdistan Observer ’ o '

Sharq Al Awsat, a London based Arabic newspaper, reported today Dec 12, 2000 that Adel Murad, a PUK official,
said that a Turkish military force, currently stationed around Qendil Mountains, entered southern (Iragi) Kurdistan
to pursue the members of the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK).

The PUK official said that the Turkish force, consists of 700 solders and 80 military machines. Also today, the

Kurdistan National Congress (KNK) said in a statement that the massing of Turkish army troops in South Kurdistan
will lead to a new war in the region.

The statement added that the Turkish army entered southern (Iraqi) Kurdistan with the cooperation of the Patriotic
Union of Kurdistan, aiming to destroy the PKK forces.

* % * ¥ ¥ * * %

Saddam revives PKK efforts in N. Iraq
Middle East Newsline December 21, 2000

Iraqi President Saddam Hussein has revived the Kurdish Workers Party in an effort to regain control over the auto-
nomous north, Turkish sources said. The sources said Saddam has provided funding, weapons and passage to

Kurdistan in an effort to establish control in northern Iraq. Much of the area is now controlled by .two rival Kurdish
groups.

Saddam is said to be throwing his support with the PKK in an effort to dislodge the Iranian-backed Kurdish group
of Jalal Talabani. The Turkish sources said Iraqi's military provided aid to PKK during its clashes with Talabani
forces last month. The Talabani forces, with help from the rival group of Massoud Barazani, expelled most of the
PKK fighters. ' ' '

The sources said Ankara is dismayed by Saddarn's efforts to help the PKK, which fought a 15-year insurgency
against Turkey. They said Turkey has relayed a message of concern to Baghdad during bilateral talks this week.
The Iraqi delegation is headed by Foreign Ministry Undersecretary Ismail Nuri Weis. He has been meeting his
Turkey counterpart, Farouk Logoglu. ‘

* % * ¥ * * % %
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TURQUIE Cinguante détenus politiques en gréve de la faim
La bataille des prisons

Istanbul :
Eric Biegala

La Turquie a décrété un
« black-out » sur 1a bataille des
prisons. La Cour de sfireté de
I'Etat d’Istanbul vient d’inter-
dire a la presse de mentionner
ces événements, qui pourraient
« nuire a la réputation de
[’Etat ». Vendredi, les grévistes
kurdes annongaient qu'ils met-
taient un terme & leur action.
Seuls les groupes d’extréme
gauche poursuivent le mouve-
ment, une cinquantaine de pri-
sonniers refusant de s’alimen-
ter, certains depuis déja

LE FIGARO 1L.UNDI 18 DECEMBRE 2000

cinquante-sept jours. En 1996,
douze prisonniers s’étaient
ainsi laissés mourir de faim
pour protester contre des trans-
ferts d'une prison a l'autre.
Avujourd’hui, les grévistes exi-
gent 'arrét du projet gouverne-
mental de transformation des
pénitenciers, la suppression de
la Cour de sfireté de 'Etat et la
formation d’une commission
d’enquéte non gouvernemen-
tale sur les prisons.

Sur les quelque soixante-qua-
torze mille détenus que compte
la Turquie, environ douze mille
sont incarcérés pour des motifs
politiques. Les pénitenciers sont
organisés sous forme de vastes
dortoirs oii les détenus s’au-

Sursis pour Ocalan

La Cour européenne des droits de ’'homme (CEDH) a consi-
déré comme « recevables » la plupart des recours présentés
par les avocats d’Abdullah Ocalan. Le chef du Parti des tra-
vailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK) a été condamné & mort par la
Turquie au printemps 1999, mais Ankara a accepté de sur-
seoir 4 son exécution le temps que la CEDH statue sur le bien-
fondé de cette condamnation. Le verdict final pourrait encore
prendre plusieurs mois. Détenu sur I'ile-prison d'Imrali, en
mer de Marmara, le chef kurde a décrété un cessez-le-feu en
septembre 1999. La majorité de ses troupes ont cessé le com-
bat et quitté le territoire turc. Mais Ankara est résolue & pour-
suivre les rebelles jusqu'a ce qu'ils soient tous « neutralisés ».

E.B.

toadministrent, et quelques
maisons d’arrét sont méme
considérées comme de véri-
tables centres d’endoctrine-
ment de I'extréme gauche. Pour
casser cette logique, le gouver-
nement a entrepris de transfé-
rer ces détenus dans de nou-
veaux établissements organisés
en cellules : les prisons dites
« de type F ». L'horreur absolue
si I'on en croit les détenus, pour
qui la vie en cellule équivaudrait
4 un isolement total. Méme si
ceux-ci sont en régression, « le
recours a des méthodes comme
la privation de sommeil pen-
dant plusieurs jours, les sta-
tions debout prolongées et les
menaces en direction des fa-
milles sont encore largement
pratiqués » dans les prisons
turques, estime un récent rap-
port du Conseil de I'Europe.

En réponse aux pressions
d’intellectuels comme Yasar Ke-
mal et d’'ONG, le ministre de la
Justice, Ahmet Sami Tiirk, an-
nongait la semaine derniere que
le projet des prisons « de
type F » était reporté sine die.

Promesses insuffisantes pour,

I'extréme gauche, dont les déte-
nus poursuivent leur gréve de la
faim. Dans le méme temps, les
manifestations de rue en leur
faveur se multiplient, dégéné-
rant parfois en affrontements
violents avec la police.

INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2000

15 Prisoners

Die as Turkey
Ends Strikes

Comptled by Our Siaff From Dispatches

ISTANBUL — Fifteen prisoners
burned themselves to death and two para-
military Policemen died Tuesday when
security forces moved into 20 prisons in
Turkey to crush hunger strikes and
protests, the Justice Ministry said.

Leftist prisoners began the hunger
strike two months ago to protest plans to
transfer them from large dormitory wards
to small cells where they fear abuse by
guards. Many of the hunger strikers were
reportedly near death this week.

Justice Minister Hikmet Sami Turk
said the raids to restore control had been

successful in 18 prisons and had caused
the ‘‘minimum possible harm.”’

In addition to the dead, 57 prisoners
were hurt in the raid, most of them by
self-inflicted burns, Mr. Turk said.

Paramilitary police troops armed with
gas grenades and backed by helicopters
struck early Tuesday, moving in after
weeks of attempts to bring a peaceful
end to the hunger strikes.

The government has long sought to
break up large prison wards, some hous-
mﬁlsas many as 100 prisoners, which
leftist, Kurdish or Islamic groups have
been running like indoctrination centers.

The inmates uently smuggle in
guns and mobile telephones and stage
riots, hostage-taking and hunger strikes
to push for demands. Some of the prison
wards are decorated with rebel flags.

Prisoners say the small cells will leave
them open to abuse by jailers.

“‘From now on the state’s sovereignty
wﬂé be realized’’ in prisons, Mr. Turk
saia.

In Istanbul, plumes of smoke swirled
over Bayrampasa prison, one of several
where security forces met stiff resis-
tance.

The Interior Ministry said that se-
curity forces had crushed the resistance
at Bayrampasa and were close to bring-
ing all of the jails under control.

Mr. Turk said 1,139 prisoners were
taking part in the hunger strike, with 284
of them on a ‘‘death fast,”’ having taken
gtaﬂy sugared water for about the last 60

ys.
*“Itis unthinkable for the state to stand
by and watch as people bring themselves
face to face with death,”” Mr. Turk said.
*“The goal of this operation is to save
people’s lives.”’

Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit said
every effort was being made not to harm
the prisoners, but denounced their de-
mands and the hunger protests. *“This
operation is an effort to save the ter-
rorists from their own terrorism,”’ he
said in Ankara. (Reuters, AP)
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~ European Imniigrants’ Troubled Children
Turkish Danes '
Are Pressured
From Both Sides

By Roger Cohen

New York Times Service

ARHUS, Dehmark — This is a love story with its
-share of pain. It begins in a Turkish village where
geese roam the dusty streets and days turn to the
rhythm of harvest and prayer. It ends in this bustling
Danish port where passion undid tradition and where
cultures of East and West clashed. .

Al Simsek started it all. Like millions of Turkish
immigrants drawn to a Europe that needed laborers,
he turned his back on the harsh hills and hushed
nights of central Anatolia to become a ‘‘guest work-
er’’ in a Danish timber factory near here. That was in
1970, and, as befits a guest, he did not plan to stay
forever. : . ,

So much for plans. His wife and four children soon
joined him: a simple procedure at the time. He worked
hard, made money, obeyed the law. But Mr. Simsek
‘never learned a word of Danish or gave up Turkish
customs. So when his oldest son Bunyamin turned 17,
.it seemed natural to arrange a marriage for him.

In Turkey, the daughter of Ali Simsek’s closest
friend was waiting, a modest young woman in a
traditional head scarf who knew nothing of life out-
side the village. The couple were married in a month.
Bunyamin recalls: *‘I did not know I could say no.
‘What my parents said was the truth, So I said yes.”’

But the arranged marriage would collapse, un-
done by the sharp cultural differences between
Bunyamin Simsek, a Dane in all but name, and his

Turkish bride. For millions of second-
generation immigrants in Europe,

v

-Thomas Ambo

eople who are often tugged between ‘Amnin ai : . e e -
i tradition and freewhocling West- lssi':,','sy:;(mg' a'-":lF"tma His f‘rs‘f“"fe wasa:  politicians in Europe,
ern habits, the failure is an emblem of the e, LANISH Woman from a village  who say that
unsettling contradictions of their lives. citizens of Turkish in Turkey and the immigrants must
European governments, uneasy about descent, overcame daughter of Mr. ‘resolve the
an influx of foreigners, now say these cultural traditionsso ~ Simsek’s father’s contradictions by ,
immigrants must resolve the contradic- they could marry last . closest friend. embracing the culture
tions by embracing the culture of their year after he divorced Arranged marriages  of their adoptive
adoptive lands. his first wife froman  have become atarget |ands
The bureaucrats have increasingly fo- -arranged marriage. of criticism by some )

cused on arranged marriages as dis-
astrous: They hinder integration, offend
Western values and encourage immi-

~

grant ghettos, or so many officials say.
They also bring more immigrants be-
cause ‘‘family unification’’ is one of the
few legal ways left to get into Europe.

*‘Immigrants must adapt to Danish

cultural norms, which include free speech
and the right to choose your spouse,’” said
Nils Preiser, a senior Interior Ministry
official. ¢‘Arranged marriages are a prob-
lem because compulsior is unacceptable
and because if generations of immigrants

find their spouses back home, ethnic
groups remain separate.’’ .

Certainly division seems hard to over-
come. In many ways, Bunyamin Simsek,
now 30, is a Dane. He was 2 when he
arrived in Arhus; he is a Danish citizen;

-he speaks fluent Danish; he likes a beer.

Unk&ke his father’s cautious generation
of newcomers, this second-generation
immigrant is at ease with the brisk give-
and-take of Western society.

But he is olive-skinned, black-haired
and dark-eyed. No Viking, he.
Four portraits of Kemal Ataturk, the

- founder of the modern Turkish state,

hang in his living room. .
Bunyamin Simsek is a Muslim; no
Danish bacon for him. This year he is
fasting for Ramadan. Some people call
him a Nydansker, or New Dane, a term
that sets him and others like him apart.
““Like many second-generation im-
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migrants, I have two identities,’” he says.
“ixlxa;:ltside face for my Danish friends,
and an inside one for my family. I cannot
give up one or the other. With my name,
my religion artd my appearance, 1 will
never satisfy people here that’'ma Dane.
And I know these calls to become Danish
are dishonest because we are ’always
presented with a moving target.’

As European states accept — often
grudgingly — that they have become
immigrant societies despite enduring
self-images of ethnic homogeneity, they
are looking anew for ways to preserve
their national culture, or whatever glob-
alization has left of it.

This campaign — often portrayed as
the defense of a cohesive European mod-
el of society against a fragmented Amer-
ican multicultural model — crosses
party lines. Indeed, in the featureless
post-Cold War political landscape of a
Europe no longer at risk, the politics of
national identity have become perva-
sive, a leitmotif of the times.

In Germany, the new buzzword of the
center-right opposition Christian Demo-
crats is Leitkultur, a vague ‘‘guiding
culture,”” Christian and German, to
which immigrants, many of them
Mauslims, are being asked to conform.

In Denmark, the prime minister, Poul
Rasmussen, a center-left Social Demo-
crat, said recently that he could not accept

certain ‘‘aspects of the Islamic religion,”
like prayer interrupting work. Mr.
Rasmussen added, ‘It must be clear that
in Denmark we work in the workplace.”

The message is clear enough: Con-
form, at work and in your marriage. Den-
mark, saying that 90 percent of Danish
Turks find their marriage partners in Tur-
key, passed legislation this year to deter
a‘y immigrant younger than 25 from

ringing a foreign spouse to Denmark.

The aim of such policies may appear
reasonable: promoting integration by
obliging immigrants to become fully ad-
apted members of society. But a close
look at Bunyamin Simsek’s odyssey
through his arranged marriage, a pas-
sionate affair, divorce, family tumult and
uneasy adjustment to Danish life suggest
a more complex and troubling reality.

Ali Simsek, trained as a Muslim cleric
and known in his central Anatolian vil-
lage of Kizilcakisla by the high title of
Ali Hodja, never really wanted his son
Bunyamin to be a Dane. The boy’s up-
bringing was marked by strictness. As
dozens of Turks followed Ali Simsek to
Arhus from the village, a conservative
spirit came with them.

Early in life Bunyamin learned two
central elements of Turkish culture: re-
spect, particularly toward parents, and
honor, particularly that of the family.
The Turkish word for honor, sheref, was
often heard, and its singular weight was
unmistakable.

Like millions of children of guest
workers — there are 2.3 million Turks in
Germany and tens of thousands in Den-
mark — Bunyamin found himself
tugged between two apparently irrecon-
cilable worlds. Home was Denmark, but
it was also the Turkish village, to which

_ the family traveled most summers — a

cluster of houses and dirt roads gathered
around a mosque where the boy played
with animals and where the open fields

seemed thrillingly vast.
In the summer of 1987, Ali Simsek
told Bunyamin that he would Sor-

gul Ceran, a young woman whose father,
Ali Ceran, had been his close friend
since elementary school.

‘“We had known each other all our
lives, and we wanted to join the fam-
ilies,”’ said Ali Ceran, who works in the
building trades.

But the joining barely masked a cul-
tural abyss. Sorgul Ceran, six years older
than the teenage Bunyamin, had never
set foot in Ankara, let alone Denmark.
When, a year after their marriage in the
village, she secured Danish residence
papers and traveled to join her husband,
she plunged into the unknown.

A son, Alattin, was soon born. The
couple lived with Bunyamin’s parents.
Sorgul led a protected life, largely in-
sulated from Danes, while her young
husband went out to study architecture.
But when his university studies ended
and he spent more time at home, things

. quickly soured.

‘‘My wife was wearing a veil, and that
was a problem for me in Denmark,’’ he
says. ‘“You have to adapt, give up some-

.thing to get something, but she would

not. I was going out with Danish friends,
but it was awkward with Sorgul. I felt [
could not show her in a veil.””

Sorgul’s version of events is that her
father-in-law insisted that she cover her

“head. She says that when her husband

asked her to wear makeup, she did but still
could not please him. Confined to home,
how could she adapt and learn Danish?

When, in 1993, the couple moved to
their own apartment in an area of Arhus
known as *‘the ghetto’’ because so many
immigrants live there, the arguments be-
came more bitter, even violent at times.

Bunyamin, finding nothing in his
chosen field of architecture, was work-
ing as a cabin attendant for a Danish
charter airline company, Sterling Air; he
felt suffocated.

‘I was living my life for my parents,
to satisfy them,”’ he says. ‘‘But then I
saw that I needed to live things for
myself, and I could not do that without
leaving Sorgul.”’

But Sorgul could not bear the thought
of their son’s being raised without a
father. To the Turks, divorce is dishonor,
and dishonor, as the young Bunyamin
had heard so many times, is anathema.
Ali Simsek would be shamed before the
3,000 Turks of Arhus, whose spiritual
authority he had become, his sheref

‘ shattered.

So when in 1994 Bunyamin an-
nounced that he was considering di-
vorce, the response from his father was
immediate: ‘‘In that case, you will not be
my son any more.""

By now, another woman with roots in
Kizilcakisla had entered Bunyamin’s
life. Fatma Oektem's grandfather came
from the village to Denmark in the
1970s. But born and raised in Arhus and
fluent in Danish, Fatma, 27, is very dif-
ferent from Sorgul: at home in the West,
emancipated, sparkling, sophisticated.

as A
The wearing of head scarves by
Turkish women in Denmark is one
way of keeping with their traditions.

She and Bunyamin met aboard one of
his flights — to Antalya, in southem
Turkey. As a cabin attendant, he served
her. On her return, in early 1994, they
again met by chance at a gathering of
Arhus Turkish associations.

‘Our love was clear in that moment,”’
Fatma said. ‘‘And that was the begin-
ning of hell.”’

Here were two descendants of im-
migrants, both Danish citizens, living in
a Western city and falling in love. One
was married, so complications were
likely. But the reaction they endured was
in many ways that of an Anatolian vil-
lage: Theirs was forbidden love.

Turkish women in Arhus started call-
ing Fatma to shout at her: It is because of
people like you that we cannot let our
husbands out the house. Her grandfather
summoned Fatma and said: If you keep
seeing that man, there will be war be-
tween our families.

Unable to stand the pressure, Fatma
left for Antalya, where her father lives
most of the time, and then went to Ger-
many to train as a tourist guide. But

-Bunyamin persisted, telling his father:

*I will be a bad man in our people’s
eyes, but I must be happy.”

Sorgul, his wife, was desperate. By
her account, Bunyamin had taken to
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drinking heavily and disappearing for
long periods. In a last effort to save the
situation, Sorgul said she would accept
Fatma,teven in-their home. -

* But to- Bunyamm, such an idea was
unthinkable, another ‘illustration of the
cultural gulf between them Finally, they
separated :

. Sorgul, helped by an uncle in Arhus,

: moved out; taking much. of what the

c0uple owned but. plinging into a de-
pression so deep that when a court finally

* approved the divorce in 1997, custody of

Alattm was awarded to Bunyamin.

-'Back in the village, Sorgul’s parents
were shattered. To them, Bunyamin sud-
denly changed wantmg a-woman of
Western mores. - .

' “Bunyamm is. a Dane, but Sorgul is
still Turkish,”” said: Ali Ceran. ‘‘After
such - things, no reconcthatlon is poss1-
ble ,9 .

Honor kﬂlmgs common in eastern
Turkey, are unknown in Kizilcakisla;
but thé Cerans and the Simseks still there
never speak to each-other now.

Even when Ali Simsek finally re-.
lented on the divorce, he insisted that his
son ‘‘must never marry Fatma.” Ar-
guments about money lingered between
Sorgul and Bunyamin: They never talk
to each other, even today.

On March 6, 1999, Bunyamin and
Fatma were married-in Arhus; they and
Alattin lived in Bunyamin’s old apart-
ment. Ali Simsek still commands au-

" . thority. But the severe father has softened,

even telling his new daughter-in-law that
he has learned that ‘‘respect has nothing
to do .with how long your dress is.”’

Ali Simsek confesses that he has also
learned something else: ‘“Ten years ago,

80 percent of marriages here in the Turk- -
_ish community were arranged. But I

have seen that many results are bad. It’s

more healthy, I think now, for children to,

find partners here.”” He paused, before
-adding, ‘‘But between Turks, of course.

* Not-with Danes:”’

- By rights, having suffered at the hands
of old ‘Turkish custom, the young,
bruised. couple, both Danish citizens,
should be -enthusiastic supporters of
their adoptive land and its campaign to
bring ‘‘Danish culture’’ to all, including
the ‘more than 8 percent of mhabltants
who are 1mmlgra.nts

But the reality ‘is one ‘of increasing
alienation, particularly for Fatma. She

_ has been unémployed for a while and

firtds that when companies see her name
and ask where she is from, they decline
even to interview her. Always, she says,
there is the sense of ‘‘us’’ and ‘‘them,”’
the old Dane and the new Dane, the blue-

" eyed and the dark-skinned.
" ““They say we’ll -change or threaten
their culture, but if your culture is strong,
. what do you have to fear from Islam?”’

. Fatma said. ‘‘The fact is the Danes have
- little national culture left. They adopt

Halloween. They adopt Thanksgiving.
They adopt Valentine’s Day. They eat
burgers.- And they see our more genuine
"cultyre and worry.””

This very erosion of national distinc-
tions, occurring throughout Europe,
provides fertile ground for nationalist or
anti-immigrant outbursts that pay po-

“litically. Karen Jespersen, the interior

minister, recéritly increased her popular-

_ity by saying that asylum-seekers who-

- commit crimes should be banished to a
desert island.

Of course she was talking about crim-
inals — and crime is rampant among
disoriented second- or third-generation
immigrants in Denmark growing up be-
tween worlds. But such negative mes-
sages about immigrants tend to cling to
all of them, industrious or idle, law-
abiding or criminal. The far-right
People’s Party prospers by denouncing
the *‘family. reumﬁcatlons that bring in

15,000 immigrants a year.’

On his flights, Bunyamin is often
asked by Danish clients where he comes
from. Arhus, he replies. That meets with
incredulity. Well -guess, he suggests,
and the replies come in: Greece, Italy or
Spain — but never Turkey.

‘They think I'm nice, so they don’t
imagine 1 could be Turkish,”’ he says.
**Turkey for them is Islam, and Islam is
fundamentalism.”’

‘““The Danes say one . thing,”’
Bunyamin says, ‘‘that they want to in-
tegrate us, and do another,”” ‘‘That’s
why we have to fight.”’

He fights, heading an *‘Integration
Committee,”” and Fatma works for an
immigrant women’s group. Three earn-
est social workers pay them a visit. They
.want to know why. immigrants have
more difficulty finding jobs. They are
told about prejudice, and then one, Lars
Jakobsen, bares his feelings:

““Yes, the fact is many Danes think,
0.K., you came here for a while to work,
but don’t try to bring all your families
here, don’t abusé our hospitality.”” He
adds; ‘‘Islam is seen as a danger.”’

No mosque with ‘a minaret has yet
been permitted in Denmark.

Jakob-Buksti, the transport minister,
insists in an interview, ‘“We have to
integrate by preventing ghettos, arranged
marriages, young women forced to marry
men back home. We have to tighten rules
on refugees and bringing relatives.”’

Across Europe, such political mes-
sages are gamnering votes. But they ap-
pear to ignore two basic questions about
integration: On what terms should it
happen, and how can it occur when
subtle barriers are constantly erected?

Arranged marriages are an easy target
of attack. Safter Cinar, who heads an

- association of Berlin’s 130,000 Turks,

says such unions remain *‘the basic cul-

" ture, the usual pattern.”” He adds, **West-

ern governments portray this all as co-
ercion, but that is not so, or rarely so.”’

The real issue, it seems, is that these
marriages bring in new immigrants. But
then Europe, many say, needs immi-
grants — 75 million over the.next 50
years by some government estimates —
to compensate for its'aging population.
And Fortress Europe is surrounded by
people clamoring to get in.

Back in Kizilcakisla, for example, the
exodus continues. Bekir Siltas, Sorgul’s
brother-in-law, says all the young vil-
lagers leave.

‘“Most people try To find a way to

marry their children to someone already

in. Germany, or Denmark or Holland.
The first choice is get them out to
Europe. There is no money here.””

Sorgul has already found a new hus-
band in a nearby village through an
arranged marriage. He has not yet se-
cured Danish residency papers, so the
couple live apart. Sorgul, who has begun
to learn Danish and found a job sorting
mail at the post office, warily voices
hope that her new husband will allow her
to continue working,

As for Bunyamin and Fatma, the star-
crossed couple, he says you need to be
realistic; she says you have to dream. He
says the Danes have some history they
can be proud of. She says they have none.
He says he wants to stay in Denmark. She
says she wants to leave because in Tur-
key, at last, she would be ““invisible.”’

For now, they will remain, Turks in
Denmark with Danish passports, in-be-
tween people, often misunderstood. With
them 1s Bunyamin’s son, the now 12-
year—old Alattin Simsek, a Danish citizen,
fluent in Turkish and Danish, proficient in
English, and already a computer whiz.

The 'boy, two generations removed
from Ali Simsek and three decades on
from his grandfather’s pioneering three-
day train journey from Anatolia to Ar-
hus, has created his own Pokemon Web
site. It has already attracted 12,000 vis-
itors; their culture is global, their na-
tionalities unknown.
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Istanbul
de notre correspondant
es forces de I’ordre
turques ont lancé hier
un assaut simultané
contre vingt prisons afin
de briser un mouvement de
greve de la faim des détenus.
Lopération, menée par des
gendarmes et des équipes spé-
ciales dela police,a débuté vers
cinq heures du matin et se
poursuivait en fin d’aprés-mi-
di dans trois grands centres de
détention (Bayrampasa, Um-
raniye et Canakkale). Quinze
détenus sont décédés, pour la
plupart apres s’étre immolés,
et deux gendarmes ont été tués
lors de Passaut, a annoncé hier
soir le ministre de la Justice,
Hikmet Sami Turk. Le bilan
officiel était toutefois impos-
sible a confirmer, la presse
étant confinée a trois kilo-
metres des prisons.
«lls ont briilé vives six femmes!»,
hurlaient deux prisonniéres
sur des cividres, arborant des
bralures au visage, alors
quelles étaient transportées

(-}
(-}
(-]
N

vers un hdpital. Ces scénes dif-
fusées en début de soirée par la
chaine CNN-Turk, semblent
contredire les déclarations du
ministre de la Justice qui parle,
lui, d'immolations de détenus.
Les organisations des droits de
I’homme ont aussitét dénoncé
l'opération, la qualifiant de
«sanglante et sauvage». Lassaut
visait amettrefinalagrévede
la faim illimitée, appelée «gre-
ve dela mort», de 284 prison-
niers politiques qui entrajent

dansleur 61¢journée de jetine.
En solidarité, 802 autres déte-
nus observent une gréve dela
faim limitée. Tous revendi-
quent la fermeture définitive
des prisons de type F (cellules
d’isolement), la fin de la tortu-
re et "amélioration des condi-
tions carcérales. La plupart des
détenus de la «gréve de la
mort», transportés de force
dans les hopitaux, refusaient
hier soir de s’alimenter, ont in-
diqué des sources médicales.

Sanglant assaut policier
contre vingt prisons turques

Objecti}: materune grevedela l;aLm. Au moins 15 morts.

Une cinquantaine de détenus
aurait déja été transférée A la
prison de type F de Sincan,
présd’Ankara.

«Désormais U'Etat est en mesure
de controler les prisons»,aasséné
le ministre de la Justice. Le Pre-
mier ministre Bulent Ecevit
(gauche nationaliste) a indiqué
quel'opération de «sauvetage»
avait pour but de «défendre les
terroristes contre leur ter-
rorisme». Plusieurs dizaines de
personnes, en majorité des pa-
rents de détenus, qui protes-
taient contre I'assaut, ont été

arrétées devant les établisse-.

ments pénitentiaires. Tout au
longdelajournée,des coups de
feu et des explosionsont été en-
tendus aux alentours des pri-
sons d’Istanbul et d’Ankara
Douze prisonniers avaiént
trouvé la mort lors de la gréve
dela faim illimitée qui avait
déja été organisée en 1996.
Pourl'essentiel, les détenus po-
litiques sont accusés d’appar-
tenir a des organisations d’ex-
tréme gauche @

RAGIP DURAN

Le gouvernement turc ordonne 1'assaut
des prisons, théatres de gréves de la faim

Un détenu s'est immolé par le feu a Bayrampasa.

Les autorités affirment vouloir « sauver » les prisonniers, dont certains
sont dans un état critique aprés un jeline de soixante jours

UN PRISONNIER a trouvé la
mort en s'immolant par le feu 2 la
prison de, Bayrampasa a Istanbul,
prise d’assaut a 'aube, mardi 19 dé-
cembre, par les forces d’élite de la
gendarmerie. Des opérations simi-
laires ont été lancées simultané-
ment dans 20 des 48 prisons
turques ol des grévistes de la faim
défient les autorités depuis deux
mois. Les détenus, qui vivent ac-
tuellement dans des dortoirs bon-
dés contenant jusqu’a 100 per-
sonnes, s’opposent au transfert

prévu dans des.cellules de une a
trois personnes. Les autorités, inca-
pables de contrdler la situation ex-
plosive dans les prisons surpeu-
plées de Turquie, ont bati plusieurs
nouveaux pénitenciers pour tenter
de briser emprise des organisa-
tions politiques et des gangs crimi-
nels A lintérieur des établissements
pénitentiaires.

Les prisonniers estiment cepen-
dant que, isolés de leurs camarades,
ils seraient plus vulnérables au
mauvais traitement des gardiens.

Certains des grévistes ont atteint le
soixantiéme jour de leur action de
protestation.

Selon le ministre de la )usnce
Hikmet Sami Tiirk, 284 prisonniers
observaient un jefine total qu’ils
entendaient mener jusqu’a la mort,
alors que 1249 de leurs camarades
étaient engagés dans une gréve de
la faim partielle pour les soutenir.
Le ministre, soulignant que Pinter-
vention des forces armées est une
« opération de sauvetage » a indiqué
2 10 h 30, heure locale, qu'un total

de 248 grévistes avaient été sortis
de leurs dortoirs. Bien que certains
des prisonniers hospitalisés soient
dans un état critique, plusieurs
d’entre eux, encore conscients, ont
refusé toute forme de traitement.

En 1996, 12 grévistes de la faim
avaient trouvé la mort dans les pri-
sons turques.

L'intervention des forces armées
a été conclue avec succés en début
de matinée dans neuf pénitentiers,
a annoncé le ministre, qui a ajouté
que certains des prisonniers avaient
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remercié les autorités pour leur in-
tervention. Plusieurs gendarmes,

légérement blessés, ont da étre-

hospitalisés. ;

—Dans -d"autres- prisons; notam-
ment Bayrampasa et Umraniye,
toutes deux situées dans la banlieue
d’Istanbul, les forces de sécurité ont
rencontré une forte résistance ar-
mée, a annoncé le ministre, ajou-
tant que I'« opération de sauve-
tage » était toujours en cours.

~ «L’Etat ne peut pas demeurer
spectateur alors que des gens se di-
rigeri‘t vers la mort. Pour cette raison,
- cette intervention dans vingt prisons
était inévitable », a expliqué le mi-
"nistre de la justice, qui a affirmé
avoir déployé des efforts considé-

rables pour mettre fin a I'action des -

grévistes. Le gouvernement avait
offert de retarder la mise en service

_des nouveaux pénitenciers, mais les:

détenus insistaient pour que le pro-
jet de transfert soit abandonné. « Je
veux faire passer ce message aux fa-
" milles, les peres et les meres des pri-

You are in: ond Monitoring: Media reports
Thursday, 21 December, 2000, 18:44 GMT

The battle of Bayrampasa

sonniers, a déclaré Hikmet Sami milliers de détenus pourraient dés
Tirk. Ayez confiance en UEtat.-Le but lors étre libérés avant le début du
de cette opération est de sauver vos bayram, 1a féte qui marque la fin du

enfants ».

ramadan et débute cette année le

—Pour tenter-d’ alléger la ten51on_27 décembre. —- - @ —

dans les prisons, ol les émeutes
sont fréquentes, le gouvernement
avait également préparé une-loi de
réduction de peine (lire ci-contre)

qui devait permettre a quelque -

35 000 détenus (sur 72 000) de sor-
tir de prison. Le président de la Ré-
publique, Ahmet Necdet Sezer, a
cependant refusé le 15 décembre
d’approuver cette loi qui avait été

adoptée par le Parlement, affirmant -

qu’elle était contraire au principe
de justice et d’égalité de la Consti-
tution. Le gouvernement, malgré
Popposition de I'opinion publique

- qui ne voit pas d’'un bon il la libé-
ration de meurtriers et autres crimi-
nels de droit commun, a décidé de
re-soumettre cette méme loi, in-
changée, a I'Assemblée nationale.
Le président ne peut utiliser son
droit de veto qu’une seule fois. Des

) Mllltants and their role models in an Istanbul prlson

; Conflicting accounts have appeared in the Turkish and
Kurdish media over why so many people were hurt during
the security operation in Istanbul's Bayrampasa prison.

The Turkish Health Ministry said in an initial statement
that a total of eight people died there, five in the prison
itself and three later in hospital.

It added that of the 81 prisoners hurt, 66 had been

hospitalised.

However, one newspaper, Radikal, reported that 14 of
. the prison's estimated 300 inmates lost their lives.

Bayrampasa housed militants from the Revolutionary
People's Liberation Party-Front (DHKP-C), the Turkish
Workers and Peasant Liberation Army (TIKKO), the
Marxist-Leninist Communist Party [MLKP] and the
Kurdistan Workers' Party [PKK].

The mass-circulation daily Milliyet said that, when they

. first entered the prison, the security forces could not
believe how much it had been altered by the inmates.

o Nicbl?P@e '

Veto présidentiel sur une

_loi de réduction de peine

Le gouvernement turc veut
faire adopter colite que codte
une loi controversée de réduc-
tion de peine malgré I'opposi-

" tion du président Ahmet Necdet

Sezer, qui y a mis son veto ven-

- dredi 15 décembre, I’estimant

non conforme a la Constitution.
La loi prévoyait une réduction
de peine de dix ans maximum
assortie d’un sursis ‘pour de
nombreux détenus de droit
commun mais laissait de coté

. les prisonniers d’opinion jugés

en vertu de Particle 312-2du

code pénal, « atteinte a intégrité

de I'Etat ». Le président ne peut
toutefois opposer une deuxiéme
fois son veto mais il peut saisir
la Cour constitutionnelle. -
(AFR)

"There were doors where the walls were supposed to be

and doors had been turned into walls," it said.

Another mass-circulation newspaper, Hurriyet, carried a
graphic account of the conditions encountered by the

security forces.

It said the eyewitness was a soldier who took part in the

operation.

The soldier's tale

"We entered C-Biock where the militants were housed,"

the soldier said.

"We urged them by Tanndy to surrender. The prisoners
started shouting slogans and setting their beds, quilts and
blankets alight. We repeated our surrender request and

the PKK militants surrendered...

"We regained control of the cells in C-Block, one after
another. But in the section where the terrorists were
housed we could hear bombs exploding, and automatic

rifle fire.

"The terrorists connected
the cells of the block by
boring holes through the
walls. When their resistance
weakened in one cell, they
retreated to another. We
had to break in through the
walls to intervene when the
fires started...

"Meanwhile the leaders of
the organisation were
issuing their orders. But the
most horrifying thing was
that the leaders poured
petrol on the militants and
set them alight with

At least eight died In the

Bayrampasa operation
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have committed suicide, most of the casualties had been
caused by the excessive use of force by the Turkish
authorities.

matches. We were too far
from the burning militants to intervene.”

w The Inmate's tale
‘ "Once again, the state

," she .
:tal%v'ved its true face Unbelievable

massacres have
been carried out in
20 prisons in Turkey.

Birsen Kars, who had been in Bayrampasa for five years,
was among those who suffered serious burns during the

course of the security operation.
"There may have been some

- . who committed self .
According to Milliyet, she blamed her fellow militants for immolation. But the real I would like to tell

he_r condition: "They set six of us women alight", she reason for the deaths were this to the whole
said. the light anti-tank weapons  world

and tear gas bombs. The % 45
inmates were burned by ’
them", she said.

But the pro-PKK television channel, Medya TV, which
broadcasts from Paris, quoted two unnamed female
inmates from Bayrampasa as saying six of their
colleagues had been "thrown into the fire alive by the
Turkish police forces".

Kiraz Bicici

"Unbelievable massacres have been carried out in 20
prisons in Turkey. I would like to tell this to the whole
world and call the whole world to be aware of this issue.”
"Six people were killed in the fire. Six persons were

burned alive. They were burned alive," one of the . . .
BBC Monitoring, based in Caversham in southern
| prisoners told the TV as she was taken to hospital. England, selects and translates information from radio,

television, press, news agencies and the Internet from

Appeal 150 countries in more than 70 languages.

Kiraz Bicici, a deputy leader of the Istanbul Human Rights
Association, told Medya TV that while some prisoners may
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Powell Reconsiders Sanctions on Iraq
5 Years Ago He Wrote Against Them; Now He’d Make Them Tougher

By John Lancaster

Washington Post Service

WASHINGTON — Critics of United
Nations sanctions against Iraq, who have
long complained about hardships that
the restrictions inflict on ordinary Iraqgi
citizens, could hardly have argued their
case more eloquently than General Colin
Powell did in his 1995 autobiography,
‘‘My American Journey.’’

‘“The problem is that sanctions are
most often imposed against regimes that
have only their own interests and the
retention of power at heart,”’ wrote Gen-
eral Powell, who was chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff during the Iragi
invasion of Kuwait in 1990 and the Gulf
War that followed in 1991.

*‘And since these leaders are still go-
ing to have a roof over their heads, food
on their table and power in their hands,
sanctions rarely work against them.”’

*‘Saddam was the perfect example,”’

he added, referring to the Iragi president,
Saddam Hussein.

But General Powell, chosen by Pres-
ident-elect George W. Bush to serve as
secretary of state, appears to have un-
dergone a change of heart.

“We will work with our allies to re-
energize the sanctions regime,’’ General
Powell said Saturday during a joint ap-
pearance with Mr. Bush. *“‘And I will
make the case in every opportunity I get
that we’re not doing this to hurt the Iragi
people, we’re doing this to protect the
peoples of the region, the children of the
region, who would be the targets of
weapons of mass destruction if we didn’t
contain them and get rid of them.”’

During the campaign, Mr. Bush and
his advisers accused the Clinton admin-
istration of neglecting policy on Iraq,
citing the end of UN arms inspections in
1998 and the erosion of sufpon for
sanctions by the members of the UN
Security Council. Although he did not

offer any specifics, Mr. Bush suggested
that he would take a more aggressive
approach to get rid of Mr. Saddam, start-
ing with increased support for oppo-
sition groups.

A retired colonel, Bill Smullen, Gen-
eral Powell’s spokesman, attributed the
change to ‘‘a contrast of times and con-
ditions.”’

General Powell’s earlier criticism of
sanctions, Mr. Smullen said, reflected
the former chairman’s experience dur-
ing the buildup to the Gulf War, when he
and other members of the Bush admin-
istration hoped that economic sanctions
alone would force President Saddam to
withdraw from Kuwait.

*“We’re in a different situation now,’’
Mr. Smullen said. ‘‘His view today is
that sanctions in the year 2000 are in
place, and should be, with respect to the
containment of the Saddam Hussein re-
gime from building and spreading
weapons of mass destruction.”’
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Tran’s Supreme Leader Pushes

‘Boundaries of Authority -

By Geneive Abdo '

- International Herald Tribune

TEHRAN — The supréme leader of Iran, Ayatollah
Sayed Ali Khamenei, is changing the nation’s
postrevolutionary: history by expanding his divine
mandate to include the daily affairs of governing.

Since being appointed the supreme. leader on the
death of -Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini in 1989,

Ayatollah Khamenei has extended his

NEWS  reach to include the affairs of Par-
ANALYSIS liament, the presidency and even the
~———— theological seminaries, which long
toolk pride in independence from government con-
trol. . o .

Unlike Ayatollah Khomeini, who did not believe in
intervening- directly in political matters, Ayatollah
Khamenei has involved himself in a wide range of
governmental activities — and has. thus opened him-
self to more criticism but also weakened the power.of
the president, a moderate. Analysts say one change
that has prompted Ayatollah Khamenei’s new role in
g;lliltics is his solid alliance with conservatives in

Once Ayatollah Khamenei expresses his will in
speeches, loyalists in institutions like the judiciary
carry out his desires. =~ - . o

This alliance with a political faction did not exist
undeér Ayatollah Khomeini, even though he at times he
ruled by decree. During his 10 years as supreme leader,

. beginning with the Islamic revolution in 1979, Ayatol-.

lah Khomeini preferréd to balancé Iran's rival political
factions. o -

- In an example of direction intervention, Ayatollah .

Khamenei last week ordered President Mohammed
Khatami to oust the minister of Islamic culture and
guidance, Ataollah’ Mohajerani, who had come to
symbolize free expression and artistic liberalization.
Mr. Mohajerani submitted his resignation months
before to edse the mounting pressure_from conser-
vatives -on- President Khatami to remove him. Mr.
Khatami had resisted until Ayatollah Khamenei gave
the order. y )

And in August, Ayatollah Khameri€i ordered Par-
liament to kill legislation aimed at reviving pubs
lications that had been banned after they supported
-moderates who made significant.gains in.parliamen-
tary elections in February and May:", L

* The speaker of  Parliament, or the Islamic Con-
sultative Assembly; Ayatollah Mahdi Karrubi, had
visited Ayatollah Khamenei to try to gain his support
for the new legislation. But after the supreme’ leader

was'told that a presidential aide had vowed to persuade.

100 deputies to confront him directly if he tried to kill
the legislation, Ayatollah Khamenei decided to assert
his political power. Just minutes. before Parliament

was to vote, the supreme leader’s order instructing

deputies to kill the legislation was read out in open
_session. - : ’

Analysts said the intervention was unnecessary, be-
. cause even if Parliament had passed the legislation, a

conservative body of clerics and jurists called the -

"Guardian Council would have vétoed it. The Guardian
Council, not the leader, is directly charged with de-
termining whether legislation conforms to Islamic law.

Ayatollah Khamenei has ‘also provoked criticism
from Ayatollah Yousef Sanei, a moderate, and other
senior clerics who have hinted that the supreme lead-

But Khamenei Is Criticized
For Role in Political Matters
er’s decisions bordervc;n}one—nianmle, an anathema in
Shiite tradition, the branch of Islam that is followed by

about 90 percént of the people in'Iran. B
Ayatollah Khamenei’s direct role in politics has

effectively diffused the powers of Mr. Khatami as.

president. Now that Mr. Khatami has been forced to
accept Mr. Mohajerani’s resignation as the minister of

_ Islamic culture and guidance, analysts are asking

whether there is anything left of the presidency. Mr.
Khatami is considering whether to run for re-election
in June. If he does, and wins, he is likely to become
" more of a figurehead. If he bows out, the conservatives
are likely to win. the office. ]
““This is the new Iran,”” an analyst said. ‘‘Khatami
sipplies the smiling face for the West while the

" conservatives run the country.”’

By applying a hands-on approach to running the
country, Ayatollah Khamenei has demystified the post

Q.
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of supreme leader and made
himself vulnerable to. crit-
icism in the way any politi-
cian must answer to constitu-

ents. In Tehran, young men -

have been distributing copies
of a letter to Ayatollah

" Khamenei that criticizes his

rule and offers him advice on
how to run the country.. = -
That such a letter was sent

- to him, and then made public,
" signals the changing role of

the supreme leader: The.once
untouchable post has become
a matter open for public de-
_bate, even at a high cost. Crit-

icizing the supreme- leader
carries a maximum”-‘prison”

sentence of three years.

In the letter, the author,
identified as a revolutionary
who  had.
Ayatollah Khomeini on"his
famous plane trip from Paris
to Tehran in 1979 to lead the
revplution, accuses Ayatollah
Khirenei of finding ‘en-
emies’’ in every corner.

. _‘“‘Have you considered that

pseudofascist  directors - " of .

Kayhan can be the very cul-
tural enemies you fear,”’ the

letter said, referring to a con-

servative newspaper. ‘‘Your

excellency, please believe me:.

The best-way.to run a country
is'to respect the freedoms.”’

Ayatollah Khamenei has

also tried to take cantrol of the
established system of collect-
ing religious taxes, the tra-
- ditional source of senior cler-
ics’ power and independence

accomipanied:

from the  government:
Sources in the holy Shiite city-
of Qum say a representative
from the supreme leader’s of-
fice has visited at least five

‘senior religious officials to
" propose channeling the taxes,

worth tens of millions of dol-

" lars, into a general fund undet
- Mr. Khamenei’s control.

Such a change would de-
prive these senior theologians
of their valuable patronage
networks and force theology
students, who receive much-

ficeded stipends, to become

loyél to the supreme leader
rather- than their current pat-
rons, the top clerics who are
involved in high-stakes pol-

. ‘itics and who sometimes are at

odds with Ayatollah Khame-

“nei: All but one cleric rejected
“ the proposal, the sources say.
" 'Rasool Nafisi, an Iranian

scholar-in Washington who is
condutting extensive re-

~ search on the clergy in Iran,

said Ayatollah Khamenei’s
new assertiveness in_politics
had provoked another divide
among senior clerics in Qum.
. ““There are pro-reform
clergy and some senior theo-

- logians who are more con-
" cerned with the future of Shiite

Islam and its institutions than a
temporary state-supported re-
ligion,”” Mr. Nafisi said.

. “‘These individuals are crit-

icizing rather openly - Mr.’
Khamenei’s new turn.””
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L CUTURE |

' Des femmes-courage

/

et bouleversants.

LA PREMIERE DES CIN-
QUANTE PHOTOGRAPHIES
exposées donne le ton.
C’est un plan rapproché,
presque horizontal, sur
une femme assise sur un
tapis. Son corps ramassé
se détache d’'un mur
recouvert a la chaux. Elle
fume une cigarette dont
la fumée voile la partie
éclairée de son visage.
L’autre partie est dans
I'ombre. Restée dans
I'ombre. Sans doute, ce
n’est pas un hasard de
'objectif. L'image illustre
remarquablement cette
exposition consacrée aux
femmes kurdes. Il y a
quelque chose de grave,
partagé entre 'ombre et
la lumiére ; un visage
caché mais fixe devant
I'objectif, un port de téte "
digne au-dessus d’un i
corps replié Sous forme » -

de reportages réalisés a 5’? '
'occasion- de trois 2k .
voyages, Anne Delassus §‘§f
s'est initiée & la mémoire

d'un peuple. Au plus pres des femmes. « Le peuple kurde
est régulidrement chassé de sa terre, dit-elle. Paradoxale-
ment, c'est dans le rythme méme de cette terre et dans celui
des saisons qu'il semble puiser sa force de vivre, de résis-
ter, et son espotr de pouvoir un jour briser la répétition
d’une Histoire qui le nie. »

Photographe indépendante, Anne Delassus a entre-
pris un premier voyage au Kurdistan au printemps
1992, aprés que « dix années de guerre entre I'lran et
I'Irak avaient fait de cette région frontaliére une terre rui-
née, minée. Et l'exode de 1991 n'avait fait qu 'empirer la situa-
tion. » Deux autres voyages ont suivi, dans 'été 1994
et Uhiver 1997. Trois saisons en trois voyages, trois
saisons contrastées. « Bien souvent, les hommes sont
partis et vivent un autre quotidien les armes a la main.
Certains villages ne sont plus habités que par des veuves et
leurs enfants. » Dans I'été 1994, plusieurs familles ont
pu se réinstaller dans leurs villages, retravailler leur
terre. L’été, des plaines du Badinan aux vallées ét-
rées a l'est, les moissons et les récoltes impriment le
rythme de la journée. « On engrange, afin de faire vivre
la communauté », poursuit Anne Delassus. D’une sai-
son l'autre, les sensations pourraient étre différentes.
Elles ne le sont pas. Il traine toujours un peu de dou-
leur, une apreté de la vie quotidienne, une évidente
fragilité meélée de précarité et de force intérieure.
Dans ce rude hiver de 1997, la photographe avait
décide de poser son objectif pour éprouver « ce temps
d’isolement et de ressourcement » d’un lieu a l'autre. Des
villages reconstruits, 4 nouveau déserts, des habi-
tants qui fuient les affrontements entre I'armée turque
et le PKK, d’autres, plus au sud, qui vivent une accal-
mie dans la tempéte. Interpellée par ces étres si for-

-

¢

tement enracinés dans la vie, Anne Delassus a tenté
« de saisir ce qu’ils laissent sourdre de ce souffle, et ce qui
advient dans la rencontre ».

Politis, JEUD! 21 DECEMBRE 2000

La galerie Esther Woerdehoh, a Paris, expose une cinquantaine de photographies
d'Anne Delassus. consacrées aux femmes kurdes. Des images sans fard d'étres bouleversés

Et de voir des photographies
qui se placent a la fois
dans le temps (parce que
I'on sait, d’emblée, que la
photographe s’y est ren-
due) et hors du temps
(parce que le drame kurde
n'en finit plus). Au regard
des images d’ Anne Delas-
sus, si la femme est la
pérennité, le courage, ce
ressort naturel qui manque
a 'homme, cette fierté qui
jamais ne se couche, dis-
ponible, attentive, légére
et délicate, obstinée, elle est
Kurde. « Terre de lumiére,
a4 coté des femmes
kurdes », selon l'intitulé
de I'exposition, présente
donc des photographies
en jour d’atelier (comme
diraient les premiers
impressionnistes), des por-
traits de femmes dont les
traits sont marqués, aux
visages creusés. Certaines
sourient, d'autres tour-
nent la téte vers un impos-
sible ailleurs, improbable
Cythére, d’autres encore
portent autour du cou 'image miniature d"un mari
disparu (la photographie de la photographie : une
métonymie du drame individuel, collectif) Des inté-
rieurs simples, recouverts de tapis, de tissus chargés
de motifs ; des scénes de la vie quotidienne, ou I'on
se réchauffe, malgré la neige, autour d'un feu, autour
d’un poéle, o1 le travail domestique, dans un vaste
batiment, semble former un étonnant ballet, jouant
des noirs et des blancs, des reflets de lueur blafarde,
timide, qui vont viennent s'accrochent aux parois.
D’autres images de femmes prises dans le paysage,
tantdt froid, humide, tantdt sec, aride, des images
de femmes au temps des moissons, les unes « au pri-
temps dans un campement de Kurdes », les autres au
« battage du grain a I'ancienne »... Et c’est encore une
famille réfugiée sous la tente, une vieille 4 peine
émergée de ses draperies, un dispensaire, une femme
et son nouveau-né, une jeune fille gitane et son pére,
des veillées funébres dans une maison isolée, des
enterrements, des jeux de neige... Tout le quotidien
des fernmes kurdes, avec son lot de souffrances, de
joies minces, son lot de déterminations surtout. Tout
le courage des héres qu’on abat. Qu'on essaye d'abattre.
Car si la souffrance n’épargne pas ces femmes, celles-
ci donnent I'impression formidable (au sens étymo-
logique du terme) d'un combat sans cesse renouvelé,
gouverné par la dignité. De fieres allures, des figures
qui s’engoncent dans le mythe. Humbles et résolues.

Jean-Cuaupe RENARD
Torre de lumiére, 4 coté des femmes kurdes, Anne
Delassus, galerie Esther Woerdehoff, 36, rue Falguiére, 75015
Paris (tél. : 01 43 21 44 83), jeudi, vendredi, samedi de 14 h &
18 h et sur rendez-vous. Jusqu'au 10 février.
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Istanbul denotre correapondant
" ’assaut sanglant des
forces de sécurité
turques contre les pri-
sons en rébellion se
poursuivait encore hier soir 4
Umraniye (Istanbul) et 3 Ca-
nakkale (Dardanelles)  ou
158 détenus, barricadés, refu-
sent de se rendre et auraient fa-
briqué des armes artisanales
avec des bonbonnes de gaz.
- Curieusement baptisée «opé-
ration retour a lavie»,la répres-
sion contre des prisonniers po-
litiques en greéve de la faim a
déja fait 17 morts parmi les dé-
tenus, 2 parmi les gendarmes
et plus de 80 blessés, essentiel-
lement des détenus, selon un
bilan officiel provisoire publié

hier soir. -

Tuerie et bralures. Lacces

turques mettent en doute les
déclarations officielles sur les
circonstances et le bilan de
Popération. Les responsables

’homme ainsi que ceux de
I’Association des parents des
détenus, qui la qualiﬁent de
«descente délibérée pour tuer les
prisonniers politiques», affir-
ment que les forces de 'ordre
se sont servies de bombes chi-
miques et ont «expressément
brilé les détenus». La veille, les
télévisions avaient montré une
femme gravement -brilée,
criant dans les bras des méde-
cins que les soldats avaient mis
le feu 2 des détenues de son
dortoir.

aux prisons est toujours blo- L
qué et plusieurs associations -

‘de I’Association des droits de -

KERIM OKTEN
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Un policier sur les toits de la prison de BaampaAa, a Istanbul.

Mardi A 'aube, gendarmes et
policiers ont simultanément
donné Passaut 3 20 prisons
abritant plus de 200 détenusen
gréve de la faim depuis deux
mois, soutenus par des cen-
taines d’autres qui jetinaient
pour dénoncer une réforme
du systéme carcéral. Le minis-
tere de la Santé a indiqué que
296 grévistes de la faim ont été

transférés de force dans des
hopitaux. Plus de 500 prison-
niers politiques ont été en-
voyés dans trois nouvelles pri-
sons, composées de cellules
individuelles d’isolement et de
cellules a trois personnes.

En quarante-huit heures, plus
de 600 personnes, en majorité
des parents de détenus et sym-
pathisants des organisations

Ankara justifie son assaut
‘meurtrier dans les prisons

Aumoing dtx—éept detenws grevistes de la jaim ont été tués.

d’extréme gauche et de celles
des droits de ’homme, ont été
arrétées par la police alors

- quelles protestaient dans les

rues d’Istanbul, d’Ankara et
d’autres grandes villes. Seuls
quelques petits partis de
gauche et deux syndicats du
secteur public ont publique-
ment protesté contre 'assaut
des forces de Pordre. La majo-
rité de la classe politique et des
dirigeants des médias soutien-
nent cette opération qui vise a
«réinstaurer Uautorité de UEtat
dans Pensemble des prisons.
«Force et terrorismen. Le
Premier ministre (gauche na-
tionaliste), Bulent Ecevit,a dé-
claré hier que «I’Etat turc avait
montré sa force» et que «les ter-
roristes devrasent comprendre
qu’ils ne pouvaient pas résister
contre PEtat». 11 a ajouté que le
gouvernement avait pris les
mesures nécessaires pour
contrecarrer les attaques pro-
bables des organisations d’ex-
tréme gauche dans les jours a
venir.
Des mardi,le présxdent delAs-
semblée parlementaire du
Conseil de I'Europe, lord Rus-
sel-Johnston, avait «regretté la
pertedevies humaines» etappe-
1é Ankara a la modération. La
Commission européenne a fait
part hier de sa «préoccupation»,
alors que la Turquie asigné, iy
a quelques semaines, un «par-
tenariat pour ladhésion a
PUE», qui fixe notamment a
Ankara des objectifs en matie-
re de droits de ’homme o
RAGIP DURAN
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La Commission européenne critique
I'intervention dans les prisons turques

BRUXELLES (AP) -- La Commission européenne a critiqué mercredi
I'intervention militaire qui a fait selon elle au moins 18 morts, dont 16 détenus, dans les prisons
turques la veille, estimant que cela n'augmentait pas les chances déja minces de la Turquie

d'entrer dans I'Union européenne.

L'intervention militaire était destinée a mettre fin a la gréve de la faim des prisonniers qui
durait depuis 61 jours pour empécher le transfert de certains détenus dans des cellules a une ou
trois personnes, ou ils craignent d'étre victimes d'abus ou de tortures.

La Turquie est officiellement candidate a 'UE mais les négociations sur son adhésions sont
suspendues, I'Europe estimant qu'Ankara a encore des progrés a faire en matiére de droits de
I'Homme. Les ministres de 1'UE ont toutefois approuvé mercredi un prét sur trois ans de 135
millions d'euros (885,54 millions de FF) a la Turquie pour préparer son éventuelle adhésion en

améliorant le développement social et économique.

BRME NEWS |

You are in: World: Europe
Sunday, 24 December, 2000, 23:34 GMT

o

Anti-prison reform protesters clashed with the police

The Turkish Government says more than 350 prison
inmates are still refusing food, five days after the security
forces launched raids on jails across the country to end
the protest.

Troops regained control on Friday of the last of 20
prisons, leaving a total of 26 prisoners and two police
officers dead.

The inmates want to stop At
transfers to new maximum
security prisons where they
say they will exposed to
attacks by guards, who are
often accused of committing
abuses.

Justice Minister Hikmet
Sami Turk warned that the
government would not back
down from the transfer
plans. n
» ». ih )’

Many victims are sald to have set
themselves ablaze

Dead end

Mr Turk said that following

the storming ot the- jails, 1,005 prisoners were
transferred to three of the new prisons and that nearly
400 had quit their hunger strike.

He said the jails had been
raided to "rescue the
prisoners” - many of whom,
he insisted, had been forced
to fast by extreme left-wing
groups.

Mr Turk said that 353
continued their two-month
long "death-fast", and that
more than 1,600 others
were carrying-out a hunger
strike of solidarity, taking
just minimal amounts of
sugar.

Inmates fear new cells will expose
them to abuse

"Some inmates continue

their acts in the trap of fanaticism into which they had
fallen," he said.

Condemnation

The minister urged the strikers to put an end to their
protests and to realise that they had reached a dead end.

"If their condition deteriorates we will do whatever is
necessary for medical intervention,” he warned.

The European Commission has expressed concern over
the crackdown.

Turkey's attempt to gain membership of the EU depends
on improving its human rights record and democratic
institutions.

Human rights groups have also condemned the assault.

Amnesty International has called for a full and
independent inquiry into the raids.
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L'assaut des prisons turques

a fait au moins quinze morts

Les autorités affirment étre intervenues
 contre les grévistes de la faim pour « sauver
les terroristes de leur propre terrorisme »

ISTANBUL
de notre correspondante

Bilan meurtrier dans les prisons

turques ol les autorités ont lancé,

“mardi 19 décembre a P'aube, une
opération qu’elles avaient choisi
d’appeler « Retour a la vie ». Son
but, selon le premier ministre
Biilent Ecevit, était de « sauver les
terroristes de leur propre terro-
risme ». D'aprés les chiffres offi-
ciels, 15 prisonniers - dont la plu-
part se seraient immolés par le
feu - et deux membres des forces
de sécurité ont trouvé la mort au
cours de P'assaut lancé simultané-
ment contre vingt prisons oli plus
de mille prisonniers refusaient de
s’alimenter depuis une soixantaine
de jours. Ozgur Tayad, une organi-
sation de soutien aux prisonniers,
affirme que le nombre de décés est
plus élevé. Des dizaines de déte-
nus ont dii étre traités pour des
briilures ou blessures par balle. De
nombreux grévistes hospitalisés
ont refusé 'intervention des mé-
decins.’

Les détenus, membres d’organi-
sations d’extréme gauche pour la
plupart, refusaient d'étre séparés
des camarades avec lesquels ils
partagent des dortoirs surpeuplés
contenant jusqu’a cent personnes.
Les autorités qui n’ont pas eu ac-
cés a certains de ces dortoirs de-
puis pres de dix ans, ont récem-
ment bati de nouvelles prisons
avec des cellules prévues pour une
a trois personnes dans I'espoir de
briser ’emprise des groupes poli-
tiques et des organisations crimi-
nelles qui font la loi a l'intérieur
des pénitenciers.

CELLULES INDIVIDUELLES

Au cours, des semaines écoulées,

alors que la santé des gréwstes se
détériorait - certains d’entre eux

avaient atteint, le 61¢jour de

jeine —, des négociations avaient
été engagées par des écrivains,
avocats et activistes des droits de
I’'homme dans 'espoir d’éviter un
recours a la force. Les grévistes
avaient refusé une offre du geu-
vernement proposant de retdrder
la mise en service des nouvelles
prisons car ceux-ci estimaient que
la population carcérale serait plus
vulnérable aux mauvais traite-
ments dans les cellules indivi-
duelles. Les prisonniers exigeaient

"des garanties fermes pour que le
nouveau systéme prévu ne soit pas
mis en place..Les autorités avaient
d’ailleurs commencé 2 transférer
une partie des détenus dans ces
nouvelles prisons, dites de type F.
Deux pénitenciers, celui d’'Um-
raniye et celui de Canakkale, conti-
nuent de résister. Aprés une pause
durant la nuit, 'assaut a repris,
mercredi matin. A I'aide de pelles
mécaniques et de bulldozers, les

troupes d’élite de la gendarmerie”
s’efforcent- de démolir ‘des ‘murs.

pour pouvoir pénétrer dans les
dortoirs. Le ministre de la justice,
Hikmet Sami Tiirk, a annoncé que
I'opération avait été conclue avec

feionde
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succés dans 18 prisons. « A partir
de maintenant, il est hors de ques-
tion d’avoir des grands dortoirs dans
les prisons de Turquie », a-t-il affir-
mé, ajoutant : « Désormais, la sou-
veraineté de U'Etat et le respect pour
les droits de 'homme seront mani-

. festes au plus haut degré, »

L’assaut a été condamné par de
nombreuses organisations des
droits de 'homme qui déplorent
depuis longtemps le fait que la sé-

curité des prisons soit exercée par-

des forces armées liées au minis-
tére de Pintérieur et non pas par le
ministere de la justice. La Fédéra-
tion internationale des ligues des

droits de 'homme a regretté que’

«des solutions aussi extrémes et
vouées a I’échec aient été choisies ».
Jonathan Sugden, de Human

Rights Watch, a affirmé que «ces
-morts auraient pu étre évitées. La

crise aurait pu étre résolue avec pa-
tience, transparence et une volonté
de prendre conseil ».

Le gouvernement entend désor-
mais achever le second volet
de son opération « nettoyage des
prisons » qui consiste en I'adop-
tion d’un projet de loi portant sur
des réductions de peine. L’Assem-
blée nationale en discutera mer-
credi pour la seconde fois aprés -
que le chef de ’Etat, Ahmed Nec-
det Sezer, a mis son veto une pre-
micre fois. Cette loi prévoit la libé-
ration de prés de la moiti¢ des
détenus de Turquie. Trés contro-
versée, elle exclut la plupart des
détenus politiques alors que les
meurtriers et autres criminels
de droit commun bénéficieraient
de remises en liberté.

Nicole Pope

22 D'EA.CEMBRE 20‘0.0
La colere des familles de détenus

Mobilisation en Europe contre la répression.

améthode brutale choisie

’homme. Mais un peu par-

Lpar Ankara pour imposer
une réforme pénitentiaire,
qui ne devait pourtant s"appli-
quer qu'une fois «un consensus
social» trouvé, ne va pas redorer
Fimage de la Turquie en Euro-
pe. Le «partenariat d’adhésion»
al’'UE, adopté au sommet eu-
ropéen de Nice, lui de-
‘mande certes «d’ajus-
ter les conditions de
détention en prison aux
régles standard mini-
males des Nations
unges». Les prlsons sur-
petiplées qui ont été vi-
dées par la force ne
correspondaient stre-
ment pas 2 ces régles.
Mais I'assaut sanglant
mené contre des détenus en
gréve de la faim est, pour le
coup, contraire 3 tous les prin-
cipes: politiques et éthiques
communs aux paysde"'UE.
La Commiission européenne a
jusqu’ici réagi avec prudence,
s'affirmant «préoccupée» par
les atteintes aux droits de

«Nous sommes
consternés
parlissuede
lagrévedela
paimdans les
prisons
m»
i_’nmpou
Rivasseau,
porte-parole
duministe
dea"mm‘ Te
" ‘m\ e

tout en Europe, familles de d¢-
tenus, comités de soutien et as-
sociations d’extréme gauche
ont manifesté leur colere et
leur inquiétude. Mardi, le Co-
mité de solidarité avec les pri-
sonniers politiques de Turquie
aoccupé labanque turque Is-
bank  Paris, avant de
manifester mercredi
devant I’Assemblée
nationale. Paralléle-
ment, le comité de so-
lidarité avec les pri-
sonniers pour la
liberté était recu parla
Commission consul-
tative des droits de
’homme et prenait
contact avec le mi-
nistre des Affaires étrangeres.
«Nous sommes consternés par
Pissuedelagreve dela faim dans
les prisons turques», a déclaré
hier Frangois Rivasseau, porte-
parole du ministere, appelant
Ankara a respecter les droits de
Phomme dans la perspective
d’une adhésion AI'UE.

Le siége de Libération a égale-
ment été occupé pacifique-
ment, hier pendant deux
heures par le Comité de solida-
rité avec les prisonniers poli-
tiques en Turquie, pour dénon-
cer «lemassacre» des détenus et
«la manipulation des médias
turcs». «Seuls quatre prisonniers
se sont immolés au lieu de se
rendre pour étre placés dans des
cellules d’isolement, dit leur
communiqué, les autres furent
assassinés et briilés vifs par Etat
lors des assauts et le bilan est en-
core plus catastrophique que les
chiffres officiels. A 22h (mercre-
di, ndlr), nous disposions des
noms de 24 prisonniers morts.»
Aux Pays-Bas, des manifes-
tants turcs ont occupé le sidge
du Parti social-démocrate du .
Premier ministre Wim Kok.
En Grande-Bretagne, 50 ma-
nifestants kurdes, qui avaient
occupé, mercredi pendant six
heures la Grande Roue de
Londres, ont été inculpés pour .
troubles aI'ordre public @

S. Etr. -
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Turquie:
«Les policiers nous ontbriilees»

Premiers témoignages sur la violence contre

Istanbul denotre
correspondant
a prison de Canakkale
(nord-ouest de la Tur-
quie) est & son tour tom-
bée. Les gendarmes et les
€équipes spéciales de la police
sont venus a bout, hier vers mi-
di, dela résistance que leur op-
posaient depuis cinquante-six
heures 128 détenus politiques:
aumoins 4 prisonniers ont en-
core été tués, ce qui porte a
23 morts et des dizaines de
blessés le bilan de 'opération
menée par Ankara contre les
détenus en gréve dela faim. La

Fondation des droits de.

homme de Turquie a contes-
té ce bilan, affirmant que I'opé-
ration avait fait 30 morts. Hier,
en fin d’aprés-midi, seule la
prison d’'Umraniye a Istanbul,
ol se trouvent 430 prisonniers,

Canakkale, un détenu rampe vers les policiers pour se rendre. Se

continuait de résister. Les jour-
nalistes sur place ont entendu
toute la journée des coups de
feu et des explosions.
Transferts. Cestmardialau-
be que les forces de Pordre ont
lancé leurs descentes contre 18
prisons du pays afin de déloger
des centaines de détenus poli-
tiques, en gréve de la faim illi-
mitée pour protester contre
leur transfert de prisons a dor-
toirs vers d’autres composées
de cellules individuelles d’isole-
ment ou de cellules A trois per-
sonnes. Au prix d’'un bilan
meurtrier, Ankara a donc déci-
dé de faire passer en force saré-
forme contestée du systéme
carcéral. Le ministre dela Justi-
ce, Hikmet Sami Turk, avait
justifié opération en expli-
quant que I'Ftat n’avait pas
d’autre moyen d’alléger les ef-
fectifs des prisons surpeuplées,

22 DECEMBRE

puisqu’une loi d’amnistie, qui
doit libérer environ la moitié
des 72000 détenus, avait été re-
poussée la semaine derniere,
pour raison constitutionnelle,
par le président Ahmet Necdet
Sezer. Or hier, alors que prati-
quement toutes les prisons
avaient été vidées parla force, le

chef de I’Etat donnait son feu
vertalaloi, accréditant le senti-
ment que I'assaut avait été me-
né afin de reprendre en main
des établissements péniten-
tiaires qui échappent comple-
tement a son controle, et sont
souvent sous la coupe de gangs
oud’organisations politiques.

Bralures. Hier, I’Association
des droits de '’homme a Istan-
bul a commencé a recueillir
des témoignages. Des parents
de prisonniers politiques ont
en effet pu rendre visite hier
matin a des détenues. «Les po-

e la prison d Umraniye a lstanbul résiste encore.

liciers nous ont d’abord arro-
sées d’un liquide puis nous ont
brilées», a affirmé une prison-
niere. Les responsables de la
Chambre des médecins, qui
confirment cette version, vont
analyser la composition de ce
liquide. IIs ont d’ores et déja
fait savoir que les brilures
constatées sont inhabituelles.
La diffusion de la chaine d’in-
formation continue NTV a été
interrompue hier dans la mati-
née par la police alors que le
correspondant relatait en df-
rectl’'opération dela police. Le
directeur général des prisons,
Al Suat Ertosun, s’en est vive-
ment pris aux journalistes
turcs: «Ne posez pas de ques-
tions qui mettent en doute I'at-
titude et le comportement de
PEtat»,a-t-il averti @

RAGIP DURAN (avec AFP)
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Iran’s Kurds

The lucky ones?

SANANDAJ

A_ MONG the Kurds scattered across the

iddle East, those in Iran have one clear
advantage. The Iraqi Kurds’experimentinde
facto independence, now ten years old, is a
hostage to America’s readiness to sponsor it
{see box). Turkey’s Kurds pin their hopes for
autonomy on the belief that Turkey will join
the Eu. Iranian Kurds, on the other hand, do
not have to appeal to outsiders but
can raise their grievances directly

with Iran’s reform-minded presi- |

dent, Muhammad Khatami.
Some 1.4m Kurds live in Iran’s re-

~The

vent the xpp1 from launching cross-border
attacks. Two years ago, Iran’s National Secu-
rity Council declared Kurdistan “secure”
from secessionist violence, and transferred
responsibility for law and order from the
Revolutionary Guard to the police.

Unlike his predecessor, an ethnic Turk,
Mr Ramazanzadeh, a Shia Kurd, has spent
his three years in office diligently promoting
Kurds, both Shia and Sunni. Of the eight ju-
nior governors he has appointed, three are
Shia Kurds and two are Sunni Kurds; the un-
der-secretaries of all eight are Sunni Kurds.
An insidious vetting system, often used to

DECEMBER 23RD 2000 - JANUARY 5TH 2001

Kurdish has risen from two to five, and the
provincial government, which used to
frown on out-of-school Kurdish classes,
paid for 2,500 Kurds to learn to write in their
native language last summer. Plans are afoot
for the television station in Sanandaj to have
programmes in Kurdish for three hours a
day. Cultural awareness is reflected sartori-
ally: young -men happily sport the goats’
wool chukhoranek, and cummerbund.

The loudest grumbles are economic. In
the past two years, drought has hastened the
decline of Kurdistan’s primitive agriculture,
provincial revenues are falling and the un-
employment rate—13%, according to

Number of Kurds
in country, m*

Kurdish enclave
within Irag

*Estimate |

mote province of Kurdistan, and
about twice that number elsewhere
in the country. The governor of Kur-
distan, Abdollah Ramazanzadeh,
smiles broadly when asked about the
province’s prospects. He freely al-
ludes to the lack of trust between the
regime and its Kurds, a consequence
of the Iranian-Kurdish insurgency
that took place alongside the Iran-
Iraq war in the 1980s. He admits that
Iranian Kurds, who are predomi-
nantly Sunni Muslims, believe that
Iran’s Shia Muslim regime systemati-
cally discriminates against them. But,
he says, all this is changing: in ten
years or so, Kurdistan will be not only a
happy province, but also a prosperous one.
Security, a crucial prerequisite, has al-
ready been provided, albeit painfully. The
Kurdish nationalistmovement, the xppi1, has
been driven into neighbouring Iraq. Iran’s
support for Jalal Talabani, the leader of the
puK which runs the chunk of the Iraqgi en-
clave contiguous to Iran, has helped to pre-

trip up Kurdish civil-service applicants, is
still in place across the country. But Mr Ra-
mazanzadeh’s tenure has coincided with an
end to the practice of arresting Sunni Kurdish
clerics suspected of separatist tendencies.
The governor erithusiastically issues
permits for the performance of Kurdish
plays and music. The number of weeklies
and monthlies published partly or fully in

disbelieved official figures—is spur-
ring an exodus to other provinces.
When the state intervenes to create
jobs, it often botches it. A notorious
steel works, one of the previous gov-
ernor’s legacies, cost $9m and is still
notoperating.

Yet Mr Ramazanzadeh boasts
that he has used his influence over
the president to prise from next
year’s national budget an extra
$18m—one-and-a-half times Kurd-
istan’s projected income—as well as
a $3om windfall for, among other
things, attracting private invest-
ment.So far,govemment loans have
financed the expansion of a chew-
ing-gum factory on the outskirts of
Sanandaj, and the building of a
handful of other industrial units.
Rio Tinto, a British mining company, re-
cently signed a deal with the central govern-
ment to allow it and its Iranian partner to
prospect for gold and other minerals across
an area that includes much of Kurdistan.

Three years after Mr Khatami asked Mr
Ramazanzadeh to persuade the Kurds that
they could prosper inside a unitary Iran,
how is the governor doing? Certainly, he has

Bush’s Kurdish fans

ARBIL

NE bunch of people without qualms

about George Bush’s foreign policy
are the 2.5m Kurds living in the American-
protected enclave in Iraq. A priority of the
incoming administration, said Colin Pow-
ell, the designated secretary of state, will be
“to re-energise the sanctions regime”
against Saddam Hussein. The steady crum-
bling of these sanctions has made the Iraqi
Kurds exceedingly twitchy.

Muhammad Kasro was curled up in
the back of his small hardware shop in Ar-
bil bazaar last month when an explosion
interrupted his siesta. “Saddam is back,
that was my first thought,” he said. In fact
nobody knows who set off the bomb that
killed seven people in a coffee house close

to Mr Kasro’s shop. But earlier this month,
as officials from the Kurdistan Democratic
Party (xop), which controls about two-
thirds of the enclave, hunted for the perpe-
trators, two Iraqi battalions and an infan-
try brigade pushed five kilometres (three
miles)into Kurdish territory.

“An attack from Saddam has always
been a possibility, but we are far more wor-
ried now,” acknowledged Nechirvan Bar-
zani, the savvy 33-year-old who runs the
government set up by the kpP in its own
region. Mr Barzani, who is the nephew,
son-in-law and heir-apparent of the kpp
leader, Massoud Barzani, says such worries
stem from the belief that the incumbent
administration in Washington is doing lit-

‘of no-man’s land between Syria and Iraqi

tle to prevent a sanctions meltdown.
Meanwhile, Turkey, the Kurds’ main
route to the West, is fast improving its ties
with Iraq. An ambassador is soon to be
sent,and the Turks are talking of openinga "
new border gate in the six-kilometre strip

territory under kpp control. That would
open a direct land link between Turkey
and the Iraqi regime—and cut the xpp out
of the lucrative trade in smuggled goods.

It was the fight over the proceeds of this
trade that accelerated the collapse, in 1994,
of the federal regime set up two years ear-
lier between Mr Barzani and his age-old ri-
val, Jalal Talabani. The war that followed
claimed thousands of Kurdish lives, and
resulted in the virtual partitioning of the
Kurdish enclave. Faced with an Iraqi-Turk~
ish threat, will the two Kurdish leaders be
prepared tojoin forces again?
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problems. Distrust runs too deep to be eradi-
cated without a big shift in the province’s
fortunes. Kurdish nationalists know that
progress towards decentralisation—their
minimum political goal—is dependent on
the approval of Iran’s "Supreme Leader”,
who is cooler towards minorities than the
president. Moreover, some Iranian Kurds
have been transfixed by the image of auton-
omy, no matter how imperfect, that they see
on the other side of the Iraqi border.

-

Turkey

Not yet slotted in

ANKARA AND BRUSSELS

NATO and the EU have yet to find a way of making Turkey feel comfortable in
a new defence arrangement between the two organisations

IT IS notevery day that the Americar presi-
dent telephones the leader of a NaTO
country tosay that its own interest, and that
of the organisation as a whole, would best be
served by a certain diplomatic move on
which other members of the club have
agreed. Nor does it often happen that, in the
face of a point-blank refusal, the American
responds with soothing language about his
ally’s legitimate concerns, and the need for
further efforts to meet them:

But in this case the ally in question was
Turkey, a country Whose strategic value to,
the West goes far beyond the confines of the
Atlantic alliance, to which it provides the
second-largestland army.and oneof the few
nato defence forces that is moderately well-
equipped, battle-hardened and eminently
willing to take, as well as inflict, casualties.

With the full backing of Turkish public
opinion—the political class as well as ordin-
ary Turks—Bulent Ecevit, the prime minister,
has _firmly resisted President Bill Clinton’s
pleas that he should accept a new deal be-
tween Nato and the European Union, de-
signed to ensure the transatlantic alliance’s
primacy in matters of European security.
After failing to persuade her Turkish coun- -
terpart, Ismail Cem, to give a little ground,
Madeleine Albright; the American secretary
of state, told her farewell meeting with fel-
low NATO ministers thatall sides should try a

bitharder tobenice to each other. “The Turks
have to feel comfortable, the Eu has to feel
comfortable, the other members of NaTO
have to feel comfortable,” she cooed, seem-
ing confident that the desired level of uni-
versal felicity would eventually be attained.
Butin Turkey there is a strong feeling that
its veto over European defence arrange-
ments is a card that can and must be played,
as the only way of asserting Turkish interests
in the face of an eu defence plan that might
be harmless in the short run but could seri-
ously damage Turkey’s interests in a few
years’ time. “The meaning of this whole
schemefa European-only defence]istomake

Turkey agree to be stupid,” thundered Ah-
met Tasgetiren, a prominent Turkish com-
mentator,and many Turks agree. The United
States gently counter-argues that the Turks’
cleverestmove would be tosupportarrange-

. _ments guaranteeing NaTO, and therefore
- Turkey, a tightgripover anything the eu does

in the field of security. But this argument has
not,or not yet, been persuasive.
Instinctively, Turkey dreads theidea that
the Eu, which has kept it at arm’s length for
nearly 40 years and includes its historic rival
Greece, should play any role at all in matters
of defence. The only 'thing that would as-
suage suchfears would be to promise Turkey
thatitcould fully join in any Eu military con-
sultations—and, if they happen, actions.
The Union has, in Mrs Albright’s words,

~ made a“good-faith and reasonable effort”

to reassure Turkey that it would be brought
into consultation at an early stage on how to

manage a security crisis; and thatit would be
an equal member of a “committee of con-
tributors” to any military operation. For the
foreseeable future, any European-only op-
eration worth the name would require some
use of NATO assets, and that would give any
NATO member, including Turkey, the ability
to veto the whole thing.

Even so, an ad hoc group of European
nations could still mount a limited military
mission, such as the Italian-led effort which
brought a measure of order to Albania in
1997, without involving ~NATO. Even these
small operations, at least since the Suez crisis
of 1956, would hardly be undertaken, in
practice, if the United States, and therefore
NATO, strongly opposed them. But Turkey,
whose territorial disputes with Greece re-
main unresolved despite a warming of the
mood in the Aegean, remains unconvinced.

As a result of the impasse, a NATO meet-
ing on December 15th broke up in some dis-
array. The effort to find a working arrange-
ment between the Atlantic alliance and the
Union will stretch well into next year, when
Sweden, which is not a NATO country but
takes military matters quite seriously, will
assume the EU’s rotating presidency.

In the view of the outgoing Clinton ad-

ministration, the best way to hamess the
eU’s desire to play some role in defence is to
keep the Eu and NATO in lock-step with one
another. NaTo would offer—nay, insist on
providing—its services as a military planner
and, where possible, lend hardware to the
eU. But this would be on condition that the
U did not succumb to French ambitions to
create a separate European military power.
The latest round of talks went at least some
way toexorcising that ghost; despite France’s
initial objections, it produced an agreement
that the U and NaTO would talk frequently
and at many different levels. But the other
part of the European defence jigsaw—pro-
viding Turkey with the desired level of com-
fort—has yet tobe slotted into place.

Turkish friends of America, wary of the European Union

THE ECONOMIST DECEMBER 23RD 2000
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Last chance
for Turkey

,Tu"rkéy is in the last chance
saloon. Yesterday’s decision by
the board of the International

Monetary Fund to grant $7.5bn

from the- supplemental reserve

facility gives the current stabi-

lisation programme a second
opportunity. But the country

does not enjoy a deep fund of -

credibility. This is- hardly sur-
prising given the failure of 16
previous programmes with the
IMF. The Turkish government
must prove the doubters wrong.

Sceptics are not to be found

only in the markets. Many gov-

ernments also question the

Turkish reliance on a crawling

exchange rate peg as the anchor
for disinflation. Unhappy expe-
rience has demonstrated how
vulnerable such pegs can be.
The Turkish authorities are
unlikely to be given the benefit
of any more doubt. They must
fulfil all their commitments.
Admittedly, the. programme

could fail even if they did so. If
they do not, failure is certain.

Nevertheless, the IMF was
right to give Turkey the assis-
tance it sought. The country
has already achieved far more
than ever before. The primary’
balance of the public sector (the
balance - before interest pay- -
ments) has shifted from a defi-
cit of about 2 per cent of gross
domestic product in 1999 to a
surplus of 3 per cent in 2000.
Inflation has been cut to
between 2 and 3 per cent a
month from an average of 80
per cent a year over the previ-
ous decade. The authorities
have- also put in place many
structural reforms, including-
privatisation and financial
restructuring.

Interest rate rises
Sadly, perhaps because things

_ seemed to.be moing auite well,

the authorities relaxed in the
second half of this year. The
partial privatisation of Turk

- Telekom was delayed. Worse,

with privatisation is important.
Inflows of private equity in -
response to privatisation are, as
Brazilian experience shows,

~when soine banks fell into diffi--

culty- in November, the central

bank expanded liquidity in -

response, thereby calling into
question its commitment to the
exchange rate peg. That gener-
ated a crisis of confidence. To
stem the resulting capital out-

flow, interest rates rose to
unsustainably high levels. At
one point overnight interest
rates réached 1,700 per cent.

With such rates the survival of

borrowers can be measured in
days.rather than weeks.

Tasks ahead

The IMF has come to the res-
cue. The money from the sup-
plemental reserve facility and
approximately $2.9bn available
under its current stand-by
arrangement buys Turkey some
time. But success depends on
the swift return of confidence
and, with it, fresh capital
inflows. The need for such
inflows is clear: the current
account deficit, at about 5.4 per
cent of gross domestic product
this year, is dauntingly large.
Turkey cannot rely on official
assistance alone. This is one of
the reasons why rapid progress,

among the best waysto attract
large inflows of foreign capital.

More still must be done: the
government needs to achieve
the agreed primary budget sur-
plus of 5 per cent of GDP next
year; the central bank must
adhere strictly to the rule link-
ing domestic monetary expan-
sion to inflows of foreign cur-
rency; there needs to be a
temporary incomes policy
aimed at bringing inflation
swiftly down to a single digit
annual rate; and the banking
system needs to be put on a
sound basis. If all this is
.achieved, Turkey should be able
to exit smoothly from the pres-
ent crawling peg exchange rate
regime to a more flexible one,
starting next year.

The IMF was right to come to
Turkey’s aid. But the govern-
ment must also appreciate its
true predicament. This is Tur-
key’s programme. Its aim is not
just to achieve stabilisation but
to demonstrate the country’s
capacity to join the community
of advanced European econo-
mies. Turkey is on trial before a
sceptical world. The IMF may
have given it its last chance to
prove the doubters wrong.

Turkey Frees
Prisoners in

Huge Amnesty

By John Ward Anderson

Washington Post Service

"ISTANBUL — Turkey adopted an
amnesty plan on Friday and began re-
leasing inmates from its prison system as
paramilitary troops finally ended a four-
_day-old prison siege. )

The government, in announcing the
end of resistance at the Umraniye jail in
Istanbul,. the last prison to defy a na-
" tionwide jail crackdown, said troops had
shot and killed four inmates who set
themselves ablaze and -charged them.
The four deaths brought to 26 the num-
ber of people who have died since Tues-
day in confrontations in 20 prisons. -

More :than half of Turkey’s 72,000
.prisoners are expected to be released in

coming weeks under an amnesty bill
approved by Parliament and signed into
law by President Ahmet Necdet Sezer on
Thursday night. : o
" Mr. Sezer, formerly the chief justice
“of Turkey’s high court, had previously

vetoed the bill, saying it was uncon-

stitutional, but Parliament overrode his

veto. Under Turkish law, the president
had no choice but to approve the bill
when it was sent to him a second time.
The first inmates began walking free
on Friday afternoon from Buca Prison in
Bolu, a small city about 240 kilometers

. (150 miles) east of Istanbul. Unless the
" high court strikes down the legislation as

unconstitutional — which seems unlikely
to happen before most of the inmates go

-free — about 35,000 prisoners are ex-

pected to be released in the near future.
Critics complained that the bill was
unconstitutional because it was an un-
equal application of the law. Crime vic-
tims and others criticized the amnesty
for letting violent criminals go free by
slicing 10 years off their sentences,

. while many political prisoners convicted

of crimes against the state are exempt

from the sentence reduction and will
" remain behind bars.

The amnesty law was approved in the

"midst of the deadliest prison uprising in

Turkey in years. The disturbance, which
began early Tuesday when security of-
ficers stormed 20 prisons across the
country to break a two-month hunger
strike by more than 280 inmates, ended
Friday at Umraniye, where 423 inmates,
some reportedly armed, had barricaded

- themselves in a conference hall.

News programs showed bulldozers

and other equipment battering holes

through concrete walls, allowing some
inmates to escape and permitting sol-
diers to fire tear gas inside. The final
holdouts surrendered Friday afternoon.

It remained unclear whether the stated
goal of the operation, ending the wide-
spread hunger strike, was successful.
News reports here said that many in-
mates were continuing their ‘‘death
fast’” from their hospital beds, where
doctors were refusing to force-feed
them, saying it would be unethical.

The hunger strikers — virtually all of
whom were political prisoners — were

_protesting government plans to move

them from largely uncontrolled dormi-
tory-style wards to more restrictive pris-

" ons with cells for one to three persons.

Prison officials said the new prisons
were needed to break the grip criminal
gangs and radical groups have-in the-
large wards. Human rights groups say .
that the new prisons are designed for
long-term isolation and could lead to °
increases in inmate abuse by guards.,

Many analysts here said the prison
uprising and amnesty legislation were
related; the government, they said,
wanted to empty its prisons to make the
controversial inmate transfer easier.

*‘I said at least a thousand times, long
before this happened, that the amnesty
and prison operations would be coor-
dinated,”” said a former public prosecutor,
Necati Ozdemir, who had tried to help
negotiate an end to the hunger strike,
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La Turquie a reculons
vers 'Europe

UN AN aprés la reconnaissance
de son statut de « candidate ala can-
didature » a4 'Union européenne,
voila la Turquie prise dans une tour-
mente interne. Engluée dans les
faillites bancaires ~ un « trou » de
40 milliards de dollars -, fragilisée
par une instabilité politique chroni-
que, agitée par des affrontements
de rue, la « petite Asie » est entrée
dans une nouvelle spirale infernale
depuis I'assaut des forces de 'ordre
contre vingt prisons ol des détenus
poursuivaient une gréve de la faim
(Le Monde du 21 décembre).

Lancée pour «sauver des vies »,
P'opération, menée a coups de bull-
dozers, d’hélicoptéres et d’engins
blindés, s’est soldée, ces derniers
jours, par la mort de vingt-sept per-
sonnes, selon un bilan provisoire. Si
la répression, les révoltes de prison-
niers et les protestations de rue ne
sont pas une nouveauté en Turquie,
les récents événements éloignent ce
pays de ses objectifs européens et
révélent le délitement avancé de
I’Etat.

Minée par ses contradictions,
étouffant sous le carcan de son dog-
me fondateur, la république d'Ata-
tiirk marche a reculons vers I'Euro-
pe. A peine en question, les critéres
de Copenhague - rélatifs aux droits
de 'homme, 2 la démocratie, 2

I’Etat de droit et posés par les Quin-
ze comme préalable a tout début de
négociations  d’adhésion - soulé-
vent des réticences, surtout au sein
de 1a classe politique, incapable de
tirer le pays vers le changement.
« N'ayez pas peur des réformes | », a
récemment lancé la Tusiad, l'asso-
ciation des patrons turcs, dans une
sévere mise en garde adressée au
gouvernement. Cette incapacité a
amorcer les changements voulus en
vue de lintégration européenne
apparait de fagon plus flagrante
encore avec I'adoption d’une loi de
remise de peine visant a réduire la
surpopulation carcérale.

Pour I’heure, c’est la révolte dans
les prisons qui focalise toute I'atten-
tion. Sans aucun doute, la brutalité
des méthodes employées a justifié

les condamnations venues de tou--

tes parts. Toutefois, le fonctionne-
ment des groupes d’extréme gau-
che, 2 Porigine des protestations,
n’a, semble-t-il, rien A envier a celui
des « bourreaux ». Ce sont les pro-
cés et les exécutions auxquels ces
organisations ont recours a l'inté-
rieur des prisons pour éradiquer les
« traitres » A 1a cause.

C’est aussi le tirage au sort des
«jeilneurs de la mort » par les ins-
tances dirigeantes. C’est encore
ordres venus de P’extérieur et qui
doivent étre suivis sous peine d’exé-
cution sommaire. C'est I'apologie
du martyre, l'interdiction faite aux
membres de ces «sectes politi-
ques » de rencontrer leurs avocats
en téte-a-téte pendant leur incarcé-
ration. D’ol1 leur refus du projet de
réforme gouvernementale qui pré-
voit des cellules de trois ou quatre
personnes (au lieu de «cham-
brées » de dizaines de détenus)
plus conformes aux normes interna-
tionales mais moins propices aux
regroupements politiques.

Qui sont ces organisations ? Mar-
ginales, elles tentent en fait de
reconquérir le terrain vide laissé
par le PKK (Parti des travailieurs du
Kurdistan), moribond depuis la cap-
ture en février 1999 de son chef,
Abdullah Ocalan. Leurs méthodes
sont celles de n’importe quel grou-
puscule terroriste. Ainsi le DHKP-C
(Front révolutionnaire de libéra-
tion populaire), a la téte du mouve-
ment de gréve dans les prisons,
compte A son actif I'assassinat, en
janvier 1996, de l'industriel turc
Ozdemir Sabanci, ardent partisan
de la démocratisation de la société
turque. Or, pour une fois, le gouver-
nement turc a vraiment pratiqué
dans cette crise la politique de la
main tendue, s'engageant A retar-
der Papplication de la réforme des
prisons. En vain : « On a tout essayé,
c’est désespérant ! », confiait, dépi-
té, le chef du barreau d'Istanbul,
Yucel Sayman, qui fit office de
médiateur.

Mais alors que les yeux étaient
tournés vers 'assaut lancé sur les
prisons, la coalition gouvernemen-
tale en a profité pour faire passer
en force une loi de remise de peine,
contestée et inique, a laquelle le
président turc, Ahmet Necdet
Sezer, légaliste et européen con-
vaincu, avait précédemment mis
son veto. Si 'adoption de ce texte
va permettre la libération progressi-
ve de 35 000 détenus, un acte bien-
venu dans un contexte de surpopu-
lation carcérale a P'origine des nom-
breux problémes d’insécurité dans
les prisons, elle constitue un
sérieux pas en arriére sur le chemin
de lintégration européenne.

« LE CLIENTELISME PREVAUT »
Annoncée depuis dix-huit mois
comme une amnistie générale, la

loi, espérait-on, allait conduire a la
libération des prisonniers d’opi-
nion. Ce geste aurait été vu comme
un signe d’ouverture vers 'Europe,
aurait symbolisé la fin de la répres-
sion 3 légard des intellectuels,
aurait suscité, enfin, I'espoir d’'une
réconciliation, surtout au Kurdis-
tan, o1 les armes se sont tues. Or la

loi finalement adoptée n’est pas

une amnistie mais une simple mesu-
re de clémence, assortie d’un sursis.

Surtout, elle laisse hors du champ
de son application la plupart des

prisonniers d’opinion. Ainsi les per-

sonnes condamnées ou poursuivies
pour « atteinte & la siireté et l'intégri-
té de Etat » (article 312, alinéa 2,
du code pénal turc) en sont exclues.
Or c’est justement le chef d’accusa-
tion le plus utilisé pour condamner

et emprisonner des journalistes et
des intellectuels qui ont 0sé briser
le tabou de I’ « intégrité », en abor-
dant notamment la question kurde.

L'exclusion de cet article repré-
sente un recul majeur sur la ques-
tion de la liberté d’expression. Bien
sir, il n’est pas innocent qu’il ait été
laissé de cdté. La notion d’ « intégri-
té de I’Etat » est I'un des principes
intangibles du dogme kémaliste,

. sur lequel veille Parmée. Or I'in-
fluence que celle-ci exerce A tous
les niveaux de la vie politique,
notamment par le biais du Conseil
de sécurité (MGK), dont les déci-
sions sont suivies A la lettre, est
remise en question par I'Union
européenne. Si la Turquie devait,
avant 2010, intégrer I'Europe, com-
ment, dans ce contexte, pourrait-
elle procéder au transfert de souve-
raineté nécessaire ?

Le fait que cet article ne figure
pas dans la loi votée par PAssem-
blée rend improbable toute réconci-
liation. Alors que nombre de con-
damnés a mort voient leurs peines
commuées en perpétuité, confor-
mément a ce qui est exigé des pays
candidats a I'UE, le chef rebelle kur-
de Abdullah Ocalan, dont le cas est

" examiné en ce moment par la Cour-

européenne des droits de 'lhomme,
voit sa condamnation maintenue.
« Une fois de plus, le clientélisme pré-
vaut sur la légalité », déplore Béné-
dicte Cheneslong, de la Fédération
internationale des ligues de droits
de ’homme. Coprésident la com-
mission paritaire mixte Union euro-
péenne-Turquie au Parlement euro-
péen, Daniel Cohn-Bendit résume :
« Les Turcs n’arrivent pas a se mettre
dans la situation ot il faut tourner la
page. Ils ont gagné la guerre et sont
sans pitié. Ils se montrent incapables
de penser pour tout le monde. En
fait, ce Parlement n’a pas encore
compris I'époque o il vit. »

Marie Jégo
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EU-Based Groups Tied to to Turk Inmates

Reuters -

ANKARA — The Turkish justice
minister said in remarks published Tues-
day that instructions sent from Belgium
to leftist- inmates in Turkey had finally

triggered the . government’s bloody .

crackdown on 20 prisons last week.

His comments reflect increasing sus-
picion in Turkey, a candidate for mem-
bership in the European Umon, that
groups the country considers ‘‘terror-
ists’” at home can find sanctuary in the
countries of Western Europe.

At least 29 people, 27 of them in-
mates, were killed when troops raided
the 20 prisons.

Justice Minister Hikmet Sami Turk
told the Sabah newspaper that talks had
continued until the last minute with far-

" left convicts to end the two-month hun-

ger strike against prison restructuring

-plans.

‘‘Although the decision to stage an
operation had been made, we delayed
intervention by a day,”” Mr. Turk said.
*‘During that delay an answer came from
the jails that had first been faxed from

Brussels: ‘Our glorious resistance will
continue.” "’ ) )

Officials say many of the leftists
burned themselves to death rather than
let paramilitary police enter dormitories
they controlled.

Officials say the armed res1stance
from the inmates was directed by rev-
olutionary cells based in Britain, the
Netherlands, Belgium, France, Ger-
many and Greece.

The Interior Ministry has released
transcripts of what it says were mon-
itored telephone conversations between
groups in the Netherlands and leftists in
the besieged jails last week.

Turkey warned the Netherlands over
the weekend that it would only damage
itself by allowing groups such as the far-
left Revolutionary People’s Liberation
Party/Front to organize on its territory.

Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit said in
September that Belgium was ‘‘bowing
to terrorism’” by refusing to extradite a
Front member wanted in ¢onnection
with the 1996 killing of an industrialist.

A Brussels-based human rights group

called on Belgium on Tuesday to break
off diplomatic relations with Turkey.

People’s Rights Watch, which also on’
Tuesday sent a delegation to Turkey to
investigate the prisons crackdown, said.
it was shocked Belgium had not pro-,
tested to Turkey about the crackdown.

Official European reaction. to the’
crackdown has been muted. Ankara-
based diplomats say they have been
pushing for restructuring the over-
crowded and chaotic prison system for
years and do not want to interfere in
internal Turkish affairs.

Turkey plans to phase out its dormi-
tory-based prisons, in which leftist and
other outlawed groups often write the
rules, with new facilities based on smal-
ler cells.

The leftists, many of whom are con-

tinuing their hunger strikes, say the new
system would make them vulnerable to
abuse at the hands of their jailers.
" The Justice Ministry said. Tuesday
that damage to prisons during the raids
meant Turkey must start using the new-
generation facilities.

En Iran, ouverture du procés des meurtriers présumés d'opposants
Deux ans aprés les faits, les services de renselgnement se retrouvent sur la sellette

MIEUX vaut tard que jamais.
Deux ans apres les faits, le procés
des auteurs présumés de meurtres
d’opposants et d’intellectuels ira-
niens perpétrés en novembre
1998 s’est ouvert, samedi,23 dé-
cembre, A huis clos devant le tri-

bunal militaire de Téhéran. Une -

nouvelle audience était prévue
lundi, toujours 2 huis clos. Dés la
fin de la premidre audience, le
juge Mohammad Reza Aghighi a
annoncé la mise en détention
provisoire de trois des dix-huit
personnes accusées dans cette af-
- faire et dont les identités sont te-
nues secrétes, D’aprés I'acte d’ac-
cusation, <c¢inq personnes
comparaissent en tant que princi-
_ paux auteurs des crimes et treize
autres comme complices.

Les familles des victimes et
leurs avocats ont refusé de parti-
ciper aux audiences pour protes-
ter contre le huis-clos, décrété
pour des raisons de « sécurité na-

tionale » A en croire la justice.
Elles n’en demeurent pas moins
plaignantes.

Cette affaire fut pratiquement
le premier moment de vérité pour
le président réformateur, Moham-
mad Khatami, un peu plus d’'un an
aprés son accession i la prési-

“dence. Consécutivement aux

meurtres, en novembre et dé-
cembre 1998, du couple d’oppo-

sants Dariush et Parvaneh Forou-

har, ainsi que des écrivains Majid
Charif, Mohammad Mokhtari et
Mohammad Pouyandeh, et a des
informations sur une «liste
noire » des personnalités mal pen-
santes 2 abattre, le ministére des
renseignements, sur l'insistance
de la présidence, avait été forcé
d’admettre que certains de ses
propres agents, présentés comme
des brebis galeuses, avaient trem-
pé dans ces assassinats. C'était
une premidre non seulement en
Iran, mais a 'échelle de la région.

Bien que M. Khatami ait promis
une grande diligence, et que des
voix se soient réguliérement éle-
vées de toutes parts pour protes-
ter contre le black-out imposé a
Penquéte, celle-ci a sombré dans
la plus grande confidentialité, des
raisons de sécurité nationale et
les investigations sur de possibles
liens des présumés coupables

avec des parties étrangeres étant -

régulitrement invoquées pour
justifier les délais. Incarcéré, le
principal prévenu, Said Emami,
haut responsable des services de
renseignement, était de surcroit
décédé dans sa cellule en juin
1999 : les autorités avaient indi-
qué que 'homme s’était donné la
mort en absorbant de la créme
dépilatoire. L'ensemble des Ira-
niens et de la classe politique sont
convaincus qu'Emami a « été sui-
cidé ». .

Nombreux sont les Iraniens qui
sont convaincus qu’Emami lui-

méme n’était qu'un second cou-
teau et que le ministre des ren-
seignements d’alors, Ali Falla-
hian, aujourd’hui membre du
conseil de discernement des inté-
réts de la République, tirait les fi-
celles. L'un des plus célebres jour-
nalistes réformateurs aujourd’hui
en prison pour pensée politique-
ment incorrecte, Akbar Ganji, 'a,
du reste, publiquement désigné
comme tel.’

Quelques jours avant 'ouver-
ture du procés, 'avocat des fa-
milles de deux victimes
- MM. Mokhtari et Pouyandeh -,
Me Nasser Zarafchan a été arrété
pour avoir affirmé que cec deux
intellectuels avaient ét¢ tués en
vertu de fatwas (décreis veligieux)
promulguées par des religietx
conservateurs. M¢ Zarafchan en
est A sa seconde incarcération de-
puis les assassinats.

Mouna Naim

eesesssse— | E MONDE / MARD! 26 DECEMBRE 2000 =y
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Deadly Mix in Turkish Prisons:

By Douglas Frantz

New York Times Service

" ISTANBUL — Turkish newspapers and tele-
vision broadcasts were filled last week with images
of a brutal crackdown at 20 prisons: a bloodied
inmate being dragged away by the police, military
helicopters hovering over smoking cellblocks, sol-
diers using bulldozers to smash through walls to
battle leftist inmates armed with flamethrowers.

At least 27 people died, most of them prisoners
who. set themselves on fire rather than surrender,
and Turkey has once again found itself the target of
harsh criticism from European officials and human
rights organizations.

However, many experts say that at least some
blame for the violence also belongs to the radical
left-wing organizations that run prison wards like
indoctrination centers and refused compromises
that might have avoided the disaster.

‘“The revolutionaries knew this was coming, so
they were getting prepared to make the most out of

it,”” said Murt Belge, a professor at in Istanbul.

The roots of the violence lie in the government’s
lack of control over prisons. For the past decade,
political organizations and criminal gangs have
routinely run prison wards as independent fiefs.

The government said Kurdish, Islamic and left-
wing groups recruited new members and com-
municated with people outside prison over
smuggled cell phones. Authorities also said crim-
inal gangs used beatings and threats to extort
money and recruit new members.

A photograph last month in the daily Milliyet

- showed two convicted drug traffickers on a canopy
bed, talking on cell phones in their high security
carpeted cell. :

Turkey’s aged prisons have accommodated
these sorts of activities.

Inmates have been living crowded into dormi-
tory-style wards where guards are seldom seen and
hostage-taking and riots are almost commonplace.

In an effort to regain authority, the government
began building a series of maximum-security pris-

Tough Inmates and Weak Guards

ons with cells for one to three inmates.

*‘Our goal is to put an end to the sovereignty of
armed groups in prison,’’ Justice Minister Hikmet
Sami Turk said last month.

But rights groups say torture is common in
Turkey’s prisons, and inmates feared that the new
prisons would leave them isolated and more vul-
nerable to abuse.

In October about 800 inmates in 14 prisons
began a hunger strike to protest the switch to new
prisons. The protesters were mostly leftist radicals,
Joined by relatives and rights advocates.

As more than 100 protesters neared starvation,
Turkish soldiers stormed prisons across the country
Dec. 19 in what the government called Operation
Return to Life. The troops encountered stiff re-
sistance from inmates armed with weapons and gas
canisters.

Authorities said soldiers found guns, computers
and cell phones. At one prison, they said, inmates
had tom down walls separating men and women,
who were living together.

Many inmates who resisted were part of a Marx-
ist organization called the Revolutionary People’s
Liberation Army-Front, which has been linked to
assassinations of Turkish officials and attacks on
American military and diplomatic missions.

European governments and rights advocates
condemned not only Turkey’s tactics but also the
plan%o transfer inmates to the small-cell prisons,
though such institutions are the norm in most
Western countries,

*“The introduction of cells wouldn’t be a prob-
lem except that the plan was not just to put people in
cells, but to isolate people in cells,”” said Jonathan

. Sugden of Human Rights Watch.

But others contended that the new prisons — and
an amnesty that will free an estimated 35,000 of

. Turkey’s 70,000 inmates over the next month —

represented the government’s only chance to regain
control.

They said political leaders behind the hunger.
strike were determined to stop the transfers and
prolong the fast for fear of losing authority.

INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2000

Akin Birdal, pour une
vraie democratie

par Christophe Diremszian

pistolet vidé sur lui en mai 1998, ni la
rison jusqu'en septembre dernier pour

avoir soutenu les Kurdes dans un discours,
n'ont encore réussi a faire taire ce militant turc
des droits de 'homme de 52 ans, vice-prési-
dent de la la FIDH et I'un des fers de lance du
combat pour la liberté dans son pays. Le 23
novembre, malgré son état de santé fragile, il
est venu raconter, le temps d'une soirée au
Palais du Travail de Villeurbanne, comment

C:urageux Akin Birdal. Ni un chargeur de

une Turquie avide d'Europe et de modernité
continuait i bafouer les droits essentiels de
l'individu et des minorités. Comment les
signes d'une amélioration imposée par les
Quinze et I'évolution politique - la fin du

communisme et de la guerre contre les Kurdes
- n'avaient pas remis en cause les fondements
du régime, le nombre de procés d'opinion qui
explose, les 400 cas de torture répertoriés cette
année, les gréves de la faim de prisonniers. Il
dénonce I'ambiguité d'une Europe qui salue

régulierement les efforts; démocratiques
d'Ankara en sachant pourtant que rien n'a
changeé depuis I'acceptation de sa candidature
a I'UE en décembre 1999, Akin Birdal est en
revanche plus discret sur ses récentes déclara-
tions en Allemagne concernant le génocide
arménien. I n'en dira

pas un mot. La perspective de retourner dans
les gedles turques ou il déji passé un an incite
ala prudence. @ C.D.
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Secret Evldence Keeps 6 Iraqi

By Vernon Loeb

. Washington Post Service

'LINCOLN, Nebraska — As a mem-
ber of the CIA-backed opposition to

President Saddam Hussein’s govern-

ment, Safadim Batat survived three as-
sassination attempts in northern Iraq.
Now. he works the night shift at a food-
processing plant boxing kosher break-
fast cereal.

Mohammed Ammary was an Iraqr Air
Force pilot. Today he stocks shoes at
Sears and fights his own craving for
consumer electronics. ‘I like this store,
Radio Shack, too much,’” he allowed.

Once a captain in Iraq’s Republican
Guard, Mohammed Tuma works week-

ends at a Lutheran nursing home. *‘Ilove"
- America,”’ Mr. Tuma said, driving home

from community coltege classes in his
Chrysler minivan.

Yet Mr. Batat, Mr. Ammary, Mr.
Tuma and three more of their former
comrades-in-arms  are  living a
Kafkaesque legal nightmare along with
elements of the American dream. The
experience of the “‘Lincoln Six,” ac-
cordmg to fnends and supporters, re-

flects some of what is worst and best
about the United States at the dawn of
the 21st century.

On one hand, they are trapped in a
battle with the Immigration and Nat-

uralization Service, which forbids them
to leave Nebraska’s Lancaster County,
controls where they work and can deport
them at any time. The six accepted those
terms last year to get out of jail; they
were reunited here with théir wives and
children after being incarcerated for

more than two years, based on secret:

evidence that — in the view of the im-

migration service — indicated-that they

were a threat to U.S. national security.

On the other hand, they are surroun-
ded by" Midwestern hospitality ' and
heartland values, able to speak and study
freely, start their own businesses and
consume as voraciously as their hearts
dictate and their wallets allow.

They have never been allowed to see
the allegations against them, which ap-
parently’ suggested ‘that some of them
might be Iraqi or Iranian sples A US.
intelligence official calls it ‘‘uncorrob-
orated intelligence from people whose
rehabrllty -was questionable.’”” Now,

‘their hopes lie with the U.S. attomey

general, Janet Reno.
“It’s not just a little bit like Kafka’s
‘The Trial’ — it’s exactly like Kafka’s

“The Trial,””’ said R. James Woolsey, a_

former director of central intelligence,

who ha§ asked Ms. Reno to grant the six .

asylum. Now a Washington lawyer Mr
Woolsey was so dis-
tressed by the govern-
ment’s use of secret
evidence against men

ne calls“*Iragi. free- -

dom’ ﬁghters” that he

joined their -defense

2 .:a_pro._bono.

'basrs. 998 Their treatment, he sa1d is

d-**staii’> on'the nation’s honor.
If:_that is the:case, the people of meoln,

welcommg the Iragi families with.
‘a‘wargth and- generosity. that has made’
what they refer to as:“‘cournity: arrest’’ &
more thian-tolerable way to live.::

I told them, you guys are gomg,fromf
the worsSt'of the. United States to the best
~froma: prisonin California to a pleass
:a,nt Midwest college town,> Mr. Woel-
Sey said.

At first blush, this suburb of 213,000
‘people seems an unlikely place to re-
settleIraqi refugees. But the government
started ‘sénding Iraqis here in the af-
lermath of the Gulf War in 1991 because
housmg is safe and affordable, volun-
‘teensm is high-and Vietnamese refugees
‘hav done well here.

While there is no

Iraqi quarter visible

from the 400-foot,

-gold-domed tower of

‘the Nebraska State

Capitol, an Iraqi com-

munity of about 1,000

supports two Middle

Eastern grocerres and, in a city with 165

.churches and two synagogues, two
mosques.

[For their part, the Iraqis have managed
to separate their feelings toward the U.S.
government, which imprisohed them,
from their feelings toward thejr neigh-
bors hege, who have taken them in.
© ‘““America’ s not just the govern-
ment,”’ Mr. Tuma said. “There isagood
nation here, good people.””

He livesin a new subdivision in south-
west Lincoln with his wife, Eman, and’

their three children. His next-door nergh-

bors are from Afghanistan and Vietnam. -
Mr. Tuma’s youngest child, Ameer, .

. was only 5 days old when Mr. Tuma led
his family across the border from north-

ern Iraq to Turkey for a U.S. airlift to

freedom in the fall of 1996.
““The first day, when we crossed the

border, it was so happy for us,”” said Mr.-

Tuma, a military academy graduate from
a wealthy Baghdad family. ““It was so
difficult for the opposition members’
families in the north of Iraq; there was no
food, no money. It was just our faith and
belief.””

But the die was cast for h1m and his
family long before Iraqi tanks rolled into
northern Iraq in August 1996, forcing
them to flee from the ‘‘safe haven®’ that
had been established for the Kurdish
minority and Iraqi opposition forces
after the 1991 Gulf War. Mr. Tuma
defected from the Republican Guard the

previous-year, after a brother‘was jailed-
- and an uncle killed-as opponents of Mr.

- Saddam’s regime. ’

“done their best to ‘wash the stain -

easant Midwest Limbo

“Mllltary security, they were watch-
ing me,”” Mr. Tuma said.
Now, all of that seems far away.

The Iragis’ readiness to distinguish
between the government and citizens of
the United States comes in large measure
from their experience in Iraq.

Asked about the two years he spent

_imprisoned by the Immigration and Nat-

uralization Service, Adil Awadh, 32, an-
other of the Lincoln Six, said, ‘‘I had
seen worse than this.”

A former Iragi military doctor, Mr.
Awadh said he had escaped to northern
Iraq and joined the opposition after
watching surgeons in a military field
hospital cut off the ears of deserters.

‘I asked myself, Adil, what would
you do if you were one of these surgeons
who was asked to do these surgeries?”’
he recalled. ‘‘Do you know what refusal
means? Death.”’

‘He is studying now for board cer-
tlﬁcanon to practice medicine in the
United States, although he is unsure
whether the immigration service will
allow him to travel to Philadelphia for
his third and final clinical exam.

In the meantime, he is working as an
Arabic-to-English translator in the Lin-
coln courts, but only as a subcontractor
because the immigration service refuses

to allow him to contract dlrectly with the

court system.

His wife, Sarab, who just had their
second child, has found work at a local
social service agency. But Mr. Awadh
feels that he has been the victim of
employment discrimination in Lincoln,
having sent out dozens of résumés and
never receiving a job offer.

““‘Some friends say, ‘It’s not preju-
dice; they look at you as an overqualified
person,’”’ Mr. Awadh said of his trou-
ble. “But I don’t believe that.”’

A devont Shiite Muslim, Mr. Awadh
said he had also come to realize that it
was easier to practice his faith in Lincoln
than in Iraq, where Shiites were harassed
by the Sunni Muslim-dominated re-
gime.

Mr. Ammary is the angriest of the six,
saying he would almost prefer depor-
tation to Canada or England to staying
here under the thumb of immigration
officials.

He wants to start flying again, but the
immigration service has refused to let
him take a job painting airplanes, let

alone fly them. He is a graduate of the .

Iragi Air Force College and the Royal
Jordanian Air Academy. Yet in Lincoln
he is paid $6.25 an hour in the shoe
department at Sears, and $8.27 an hour
in a night job for a company that mails
credit reports.

‘““The American people are great .
~ people,”’

Mr. Awadh said. ‘‘The Amer-
ican people are fair people. But they
need to be educated. The problem is,
they know nothing about Iraq.”’

74

Y




Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Gapé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

Next Pentagon chief a supporter of Iraqi resistance
By ELIJ. LAKE 29 December 2000 UPI Commentary:

WASHINGTON, Dec. 29 (UPI)-With the appointment of Donald Rumsfeld as Secretary of Defense, President-elect

George W. Bush has done the Iragi resistance a great service.

On Thursday Bush gave the keys to the Pentagon to an ardent supporter of the Iraqi National Congress, the
umbrella group for the panoply of Iraq's at times disunited rebels, many of whom live in exile, but who strongly
believe that American training and weapons are all they need to spark a revolution in Baghdad.

On Feb. 19, 1998 Rumsfeld signed along with most of the Republican Party's neo-conservative foreign policy brain
trust a letter urging the president to among other things recognize the INC as Iraq’s government in exile. The let-
ter says, "Iraq today is ripe for a broad-based insurrection. We must exploit this opportunity,” and outlines a series
of steps the government should take to aid the INC including positioning "U.S. ground force equipment in the
region so that, as a last resort, we have the capacity to protect and assist the anti-Saddam forces in the northern
and southern parts of Iraq.”

This last part became the basis for the Iraq Liberation Act, which ended up passing Congress and being signed into
law that year. David Wurmser, an analyst at the American Enterprise Institute who specializes in Iraq policy, cal-
Jed the letter a "shot across the bow" of the Washington establishment on Iraq policy, which to that point suppor-
ted maintaining the U.N. sanctions against Saddam and containing his influence through no fly zones in the north
and south.

But a plan to openly arm a coalition of Iraqi rebels found many detractors in the Clinton Administration. To start,
the last commander of the Army's central command, Anthony Zinni - who left the post this year — became convin-
ced the Iragi National Congress had no hope of mounting a successful rebellion in Iraq and told Congress, the
press and Clinton'’s national security team as much whenever asked. The State Department used a number of tac-
tics in the last two years to stall the disbursement of the $97 million worth of military and financial assistance
authorized by the Iraq Liberation Act. It wasn't until this year that the rebels began to see some of the support pro-
mised in the legislation. That has amounted to training for non-lethal activities like public relations, some office
equipment and even a course in conflict resolution.

To date, despite Congress' promise, the INC has not seen a single weapon. Ahmed Chalabi, one of the leading
members of the INC, told UPL "I think the initial statements of the new appointees are very useful for us; all of
them realize that Saddam is a problem." He points to the Republican Party platform, redrafted this summer, which
calls unambiguously for "the full implementation of the Iraq Liberation Act.” Chalabi was the target of a campai-
gn from the CIA in the mid '90s to blackball him in Washington after initially arming and funding his group in the
aftermath of the Gulf War until 1995 with what is estimated to have been between $15 million to $100 million.

Despite a whisper campaign that dredged up Chalabi's role in an alleged scandal involving Petra Bank of Jordan,
he reemerged and developed close relationships with both Republicans and Democrats on Capitol Hill. On his
many trips to Washington, Chalabi also became a darling of the conservative American Enterprise Institute where
he cultivated personal ties with Rumsfeld and Vice President-elect Richard Cheney during the think tank's annual
retreats in Beaver Creek, Col.

Chalabi would not get too specific about what kind of "lethal aid" he believes he needs, but he did say he thinks
the assistance should go to form a small force not necessarily capable of winning a civil war, but capable of win-
ning some battles against the Republican Guard. In Chalabi's view such victories would create an atmosphere
where defections from Iraq's army would be likely because "they would have a place to go.”

Chalabi also said he would like to enroll his men in the army's 11- week training course. That, he believes, could
help forge his discordant troops into a military fighting unit. A little over 100 INC men have trained with the army
in non-lethal courses. Chalabi said he would like to boost this to the thousands.

Because the Iraq Liberation Act is already law, the discretion to deliver that lethal aid rests largely with Rumsfeld.
He has the authority to order the shipments he deems necessary for the rebel groups.

Either way it is unlikely he will run into much opposition in Congress. The Iraq Liberation Act had support from
both the ranking democrat and chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. In the House, one of the
INC's recent critics, Rep. Sam Gejdenson, D-Conn., this Congress' ranking Democrat on the House International
Relations Committee, did not win reelection. The man likely to replace him on the committee, Tom Lantos, has
been a vocal defender of sanctions and is more likely to go along with the plan. Rep. Curt Weldon, R-Pa. a leading
candidate for the House Armed Services Committee told UPI, "I think you will find an aggressive effort early on
in the administration to implement the Iraq Liberation Act.”
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IRAN La Russie relance sa coopération avec le régime islamique malgré les objections américaines

interdit américain.

Téhéran :
Serge Michel

Le jeune contre-amiral ira-

nien et le vieux maréchal russe,
ministres de la Défense de leurs
pays respectifs, ont un nombre
comparable de médailles sur la
poitrine et beaucoup d’autres

intéréts communs. La visite de
trois jours du maréchal Igor
Sergueiev en Iran a pris fin hier
dans I'euphorie de retrouvailles
entre deux pays qui narguent
les Etats-Unis.

« Une journée historique ! » a
lancé hier le contre-amiral Ali
Chamrani lors d'une conférence
de presse a Téhéran, peu avant
le départ de son homologue

russe. « Une journée qui
confirme que deux pays indé-
pendants peuvent décider de

- leur sort sans ingérence d'un’
- tiers », a-t-il précisé, faisant al-
- lusion aux tentatives améri-

caines de bloquer les livraisons

. d'armes russes 4 I'Iran.
De source russe, !'Iran s'ap- .

préte & acquérir pour deux mil-
liards de dollars d’ armements

en Russie. Mais aucun contrat
n’a été annoncé ces trois der-
niers jours. « Nous gardons

cela pour la prochaine visite -

. du président Khatami & Mos-

cou, voire la visite du président
Poutine a Téhéran », laisse én-
tendre un délégué russe.

Le maréchal Sergueiev s’est
contenté de dresser l'inven-
taire officiel du rapprochement
irano-russe : « C’est une co-
opération a long terme. Nous
allons procéder . a des

‘échanges d’informations mili-

Pour la premiére fois depuis la révolution
islamique.de 1979, I'lran vient d’accueillir un
ministre de la Défense russe. Le maréchal
Igor Sergueiev a annoncé hier 1a reprise de la
coopération militaire Moscou-Téhéran, pour
la formation d’officiers et la vente d’arme-
ments de deux milliards de dollars. Malgré un

La Russie confirme son retour dans le pelo-
ton de téte des marchands d’armes, aprés les
Etats-Unis, la Grande-Bretagne et la France.
Elle a signé hier a Irkoutsk un accord de trois
milliards de dollars pour la construction en
Inde de 140 chasseurs bombardiers Sukhoi
30 MKI. « C’est le plus gros contrat postsovié-

tique », a dit & PAFP un expert russe.

taires, & des discussions sur. g
. les menaces que doivent consi-

dérer nos deux pays, et nous
allons reprendre le pro-

gramme de formatwn de per-

sonnel militaire iranien dans
* les académies russes. »

" Sergueiev redoute-t-il des .

sanctions américaines ? « Pou-

. vez-vous me dire quel regler'nent
* international -viole notre coopé-
ration ? » rephque-t -l Les deux
ministres ont critiqué & plusieurs
~reprises I'accord secret signé en
1995 engre le vice-président
américain Al Gore et le premier
ministre russe-Viktor Tcherno-
‘myrdine. « Cet accord a heureu-
sement, été interrompu. Il a
causé des dommages irrépa-

rables », a déploré le Russe. Ac-

“cord périmé, a confirmé I'lra-
nien, « l'ingérence de pays tiers
Jait planer la menace de nou-
velles cnses dans la région ».

D’ apres Al Chamrani, la co-

-opération irano-russe ne s'étend

pas au lancement annoncé d'un
satellite iranien par un tir de mis-
sile. « Nos missiles ont une tech-
nologie unique, entiérement dé-
veloppée en Iran. C'est notre
droit strict d’occuper l'espace ;

nous le ferons pacifiguement, en

respectant la législation interna-

tionale », a-t-il déclaré.

‘Rien 1'a filtré des entretiens
sur FAfghanistan de I'émissaire
russe avec le président Mohamad
Khatami et le ministre des Af-
faires étrangéres, Kamal Kha-
razzi, sauf l'intention des deux

‘parties « d'cewvrer 4 la création .
- d'un gouvernement représentant

toutes les parties afghanes ».

Les discussions ont sans doute
été plus terre, A terre : les deux |
pays sont les plus importants

fournisseurs d'armement de l'al-

‘liance du Nord du commandant
. Massoud, opposé & la milice des

taliban. De honne source, Mas-

soud a effectué récemment pli-

sieurs visites & Machhad, ville du
nord-est de I'lran, ol sont retran-

chés plusieurs chefs de guerre af-
ghans, afin de. préparer une of-
fensive_ commune au printemps
prochain.

Pour sa part, porté par le haut
prix du pétrole, I'lran est lancé
dans un vaste programme de ré-
armement. Le budget de I'an
prochain prévoit 563 millions de
dollars pour le seul renforce-

ment du potentiel de défense.
- Une aubaine pour la Russie,

dont le complexe militaro-indus-
triel a grandement besoin de
cash. En cing ans, le marché ira-
nien pourrait lui rapporter sept
milliards de dollars.

L'Iran poursuit également un

programme basé sur I'autosuffi-
sance. Un missile sol-mer serait
opérationnel et le projet de missile
sol-air va bon train. Un mini-
sous-marin a été lancé en aoit
dans le golfe Persique, capable de
placer des mines et de transporter
des commandos. Un mois plus
tard, I'lran annongait que sa flotte
disposait d'un petit destroyer.
Mais la construction en série de
ces prototypes se fait attendre.

LE FIGARO

29 DECEMBRE 2000
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Europe-Turquie : des
relations tres ambiqués

par Anne-Marie Mouradian

u cours de sa derniére rencontre- élec-
Atrique -avec la commission des Affaires

étrangéres du Parlement européen,
Ismail Cem a apporté un nouvel éclairage sur
le génocide de 1915.
Selon le chef de la diplomatie turque, la défi-
nition scientifique du génocide c'est lorsque
une population devient une cible uniquement
a cause de sa race, alors qu'a 1'époque un
grand nombre d'Arméniens vivait et a conti-
nué a vivre a Istanbul. " Est-ce un génocide ? Ca ne
I'est pas.Si vous épargnez une grande partie de la popula-
tion, ce n'est pas un génocide "
Devant les députés peu convaincus, M. Cem
expliqua ensuite qu'il n'y a pas de probleme
kurde et qu' "en Turquie, contrairement d |'Europe
occidentale, la race n'existe pas comme catégorie poli-
tique. " Vous nous dites qu'il n'y a pas de Kurdes et pas de
probleme kurde,” rétorqua Daniel Cohn Bendit,
“dalors pourquoi la semaine derniére une troupe thédtrale
kurde venant d'Allemagne n'a-t-elle pas pu jouer a
Istanbul ? Pourquoi n'admettez-vous pas le parti Hadep ?
Pourquoi ne voyez-vous pas(...)que ¢'est pour les Kurdes
une maniére démocratique de se faire représenter au lie
de s'identifier au PKK 7",
Au milieu du débat, un jeune homme et une
femme, militants du mouvement d'extréme
gauche DHKP-C, se précipitérent sur l'estrade,
traitérent M. Cem d'assassin et ouvrirent leur
anorak...pour exhiber un tee-shirt sur leque!
figuraient des slogans contre la torture dans les
prisons turques, avant d'étre rapidement
emmenés par le service de sécurité du
Parlement. “Et si le ministre avait été assassiné !”
s'indigna le quotidien Hiirriyet qui accuse
Daniel Cohn-Bendit d'avoir pris a la légeére
I'intrusion des deux Kurdes et d'avoir eu un
contact avec eux. Des accusations diffamatoires
et odieuses explique le député vert qui a enta-
mé une procédure judiciaire contre Hiirriyet.

Une "erreur
administrative"

M. Cem peut toujours se consoler avec la pen-
sée qu'a ce stade 1'avis du Parlement européen
est consultatif. C'est vers la fin des négocia-
tions d'adhésion que les députés seront invités
a dire oui ou non, avec possibilité de blocage, a
I'entrée de la Turquie dans I'UE.

Avant méme d'entamer les négociations,
Ankara doit franchir au préalable un certain
nombre d'étapes pour se rapprocher peu a peu

Ismail Cem, chef de la diplomatie turque, devant la commission des Affaires étrangéres du PE

des normes européennes. Ses progres font
I'objet d'échanges de vue réguliers avec la
Commission, qui représente I'éxécutif euro-
péen, et le Conseil des ministres des Affaires
étrangeéres. Deux institutions qui professent un
langage plus "diplomatique” que le Parlement
européen.

Ce qui n'empéche pas 13 aussi les incidents.
Ainsi le "scandale absolu” dénoncé par Ankara
lorsque les services de la Commission respon-
sables des relations avec la Turquie écrivent,
dans une réponse adressée fin novembre i des
responsables du PKK (parti des travailleurs du
Kurdistan d'Abdullah Ocalan), que les droits
des Kurdes ne sont pas respectés en Turquie....
La lettre refléte le point de vue officiel de
Bruxelles “mais cela ne se fait pas d'écrire au PKK,
c'est comme si nous écrivions aux terroristes de I'ETA"
reconnait la Commission qui fait amende
honorable en parlant d'"erreur administrative tres
regrettable .

Une tempéte bien plus grave a été évitée le 4
décembre. Ce jour-la les ministres européens
des Affaires étrangéres sous la présidence du
Frangais Hubert Védrine doivent adopter le
Partenariat pour l'adhésion définissant les
conditions (critéeres) politiques et écono-
miques a respecter a court et moyen terme par
la Turquie. Une premiére mouture préparée

par la Commission énumére une longue liste
de priorités relatives aux droits de 'Homme et
a la démocratie : suppression de la torture,
abolition de la peine de mort, respect des
minorités et de leurs droits culturels, réduc-
tion du role de I'armée dans la vie politique
turque....Un document avec lequel la Turquie
estime pouvoir vivre...

Un "chef d'occuvre
de diplomatie™

La situation se corse lorsque le gouvernement
grec, accusé par son opposition de brader les
intéréts nationaux, exige i la derniére minute
que I'Europe ajoute deux conditions supplé-
mentaires, relatives au réglement du probléme
chypriote et du contentieux territorial gréco-
turc en mer Egée. La Turquie a toujours refusé
tout lien entre ces questions et son entrée dans
I'UE. Sa colére est d'autant plus vive que le
Sommet européen d'Helsinki qui a officielle-
ment reconnu la candidature turque en
décembre 99 s'était limité a dire que la solu-
tion du probléme chypriote et du différend de
la mer Egée seraient abordés dans le cadre d'un
dialogue et non comme conditions préalables
i I'adhésion turque. La présidence frangaise de
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'UE multiplie les démarches pour arracher un
compromis entre Athénes et Istanbul. .

Les chances semblent infinitésimales lorque
Paris trouve en jouant sur les mots la formule

miracle qui convient i tout le monde. Elle fait
référence au réglement de la question chy-
priote et de la mer Egée dans le cadre "d'un dia-
logue politique renforcé et des critéres politiques”.... De
la haute diplomatie.

Le texte peut étre interprété de différentes
maniéres. Les Turcs n'y liront que le mot "dia-
logue”... Les Grecs n'y verront que le mot "cri-
tére”... "Nous maintenons une ambiguité constructive"
admet en souriant une source frangaise. La
Gréce a quand méme fait une concession et le

ministre turc Ismail Cem joint par téléphone.

par Hubert Védrine le 4 décembre donne son
accord i la nouvelle formulation: "nos opinions
et nos sensibilités" se félicite-t il "ont éé prises en
compte”. " La Turquie est désormais dotée, comme tous les
autres prétendants d I'UE, d'un document de partenariat
pour l'adhésion qui I'encouragera d s'engager sur la voie
de la démocratie”, souligne-t-on du cété du
Commissaire Giinther Verheugen. "Une dyna-
mique politique est mise en marche, cela aurait été dom-
mage de tout bloquer pour un probléme important certes

mais qui ne regarde qu'un seul Etat membre, la
Gréce...Pour Chypre, on verra plus tard...".

-~ — - Gagner
du temps

Si les relations UE-Turquie sont entrées dans
un nouveau cycle, tout le monde est bien
conscient que rien n'est réglé sur le fonds et
que les sujets litigieux entre la Gréce et la
Turquie referont surface un jour ou l'autre.
Mais le but a court terme était atteint. Un
nouveau psychodrame tur¢ a été évité in
extremis. Bulent Ecevit a assisté le 7 décembre
i la Conférence européenne, sorte d'anti-
chambre a l'élargissement permettant aux
chefs d'Etat et de gouvernement des treize pays
candidats de rencontrer leurs homologues des
Quinze. . :

A force de cultiver 1'ambiguité, de reporter a
plus tard les problémes et les sujets qui fichent

-dont la question du génocide arménien-

I'Europe pratique une fois de plus la politique
de I'autruche, évitant des sujets qui la ren-

voient a ses propres insuffisances et contradic-
tions. '
Concernant Chypre, il est inimaginable que la
Turquie puisse accéder i 1'UE en laissant des
troupes d'occupation dans I'ile. De tous les
pays candidats, Chypre se rapproche le plus des
critéres européens et est donc apte i rejoindre
I'Union en principe dés 2003, bien avant
Ankara. Mais faire entrer un pays divisé dans
I'Union n'est pas du goiit de tous. Les Nations-
Unies sont favorables i la création d'un seul
Etat doté d'un seul gouvernement. Une posi-
tion proche de celle des Chypriotes-grecs et
d’Athénes qui propose que la totalité de I'ile
devienne membre de 1'UE mais que s'il n'y a
pas de solution 4 la partition, I'Europe s'ouvre
seulement i la partie grecque. Refus catégo-
rique d'Ankara pour qui il ne peut pas y avoir
de solution & Chypre en dehors de la forma-
tion de deux états indépendants. Cette formu-
le n'est pas acceptée par la Communauté
internationale. Dans le cadre de 1'élargisse-
ment a I'Europe, elle reviendrait quasiment a
donner une place i la Turquie dans I'UE sans
méme avoir besoin d'y adhérer...@) A-M M.

Les Assyriens protestent

Pour protester contre I'attitude de
la Turquie qui “continue

d’opprimer les minorités

ethniques et de nier le génocide
arménien”, les Assyriens
manifestent le 18 décembre a
Bruxelles devant le Parlement
européen. Interview de Nahil
Beth-Kinne, {)réside'nt du Centre
culturel de Mésopotamie a
Bruxelles et porte-parole de
I’Assyrian Democratic
Organization.

France-Arménie : Pourquoi cette manifestation
de fa communauté assyrienne et syriaque le 18
décembre?

Nahil Beth-Kinne : Nous manifestons parce
que le 21 décembre un prétre de 1'église
syriaque orthodoxe, Yusuf Akbulut, va étre jugé
pour les propos qu'il a tenus le 4 octobre au
quotidien turc Hiirriyet. D'aprés l'article 312 du
code pénal turc il risque entre trois et six ans
de prison.(N.D.L.R. : Peine infligée aux justiciables
‘condamnés pour avoir provoqué des sentiments de haine et
d'inimitié en mettant en avant des différences basées sur la
classe sociale, la race, la religion ou I'origine régionale).

A l'occasion du débat aux Etats-Unis sur la
reconnaissance du génocide arménien, le jour-
naliste de Hiirriyet a interviewé le prétre en
croyant que celui-ci allait nier I'existence du
génocide. Or Yusuf Akbulut lui a répondu que
le génocide arménien était une réalité histori-

quement attestée et que les Assyriens chrétiens
en furent également victimes. Hiirriyet publia
I'interview et la photo du prétre en titrant "Un
traitre pormi nous.” Le Pére Yusuf Akbulut sera
jugé le 21 décembre  Diarbékir.

F-A : Pourquoi manifester devant le Parlement
européen ?

N.B. : Parce que la Turquie qui veut adhérer a
I'UE prétend qu'elle a adopté une législation
respectant les droits de 'Homme et la liberté
d'expression. C'est faux. Nous voulons dire aux
députés européens que tout ce que I'on racon-
te sur de prétendus progrés i ce niveau est
inexact. C'est trés bien que la Turquie entre
dans I'UE car elle sera obligée de respecter un
peu plus les droits de ]'Homme et des autres
ethnies, -il y en a 42 en Turquie-. Mais il faut
au préalable qu'elle reconnaisse leur existence.
Nous demandons a I'UE d'intervenir en faveur

. des droits de 'Homme et qu'elle réagisse face a

la mise en accusation du Pére Akbulut.

FA: (z%moaifeste ? : '
N.B. : Les Assyriens de B'elgique, des défenseurs

des droits de I'Homme et nous espérons aussi
la présence d'autres communautés. Des actions
de protestations seront menées un peu partout
en Europe par la diaspora assyrienne dans le
courant du mois de décembre.

F-A : Vous manifestez aussi pour lo reconnais-
sance du génocide arménien. Pourquoi ?

N.B. : Il y a encore pas mal de pays qui n'ont
pas reconnu le génocide arménien qui a fait
1,5 million de victimes.Nous voulons qu'il soit

reconnu, comme celui de l'ensemble des
populations chrétiennes de 1'empire ottoman,
c'est a dire aussi des Assyriens et des Grecs.
600 000 Assyriens ont été massacrés.

F-A : Quelle est I'importance de o diaspora
assyrienne en Europe ?

N.B. : Durant I'émigration des années 80, envi-
ron 300.000 Assyriens sont arrivés en Europe
dont la grande majorité réside aujourd'hui en
Suéde (80 000 personnes) et en Allemagne
(50 000). En Belgique, nous sommes 18 000
sans parler des "anciens" arrivés vers 1948,
aux Pays-Bas : 22 000, en France : environ

'17 000. 11 y a aussi des Assyriens d'Irak fuyant

I'embargo et ceux de Syrie qui émigrent a
cause des problémes d'eau.

F-A : Combien d'Assyriens vivent encore en
Turquie ?

N.B. : Entre 17 et 20 000 a Istanbul. A Tur-
Abdin, dans le Sud-est, il y en a encore 3 000
et pas plus de 50 000 au total dans I'ensemble
de la Turquie.

F-A : Est-ce que leur situation s‘améliore mal-
gré tout ?

N.B. : Ces derniéres années, 48 villages assy-
riens ont été rasés par I'Etat turc, une cinquan-
taine de personnes ont été assassinées sans
parler des viols, vols de bétails etc... Dans le
village de Bote, une église assyrienne vient
encore d'étre transformée en mosquée... Si la
situation s'était améliorée on n'aurait pas le
probléme du prétre Akbulut... @) ANNE-MARIE
MOURADIAN
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December 25, 2000 .
Suffering of war opens way to a brighter future for Kurds

By Betsy Pisik WASHINGTON TIMES

DERBAND RAYAT, Northern Iraq — Her house looks more like a two-story construction site than an ancestral
home, but Naska Aziz feels planted here.

After living in tents and temporary shelters for more than 20 years, Naska and Ahmad are back by the banks of
the Great Zab River, within sight of the apricot, peach and apple orchards Ahmad Aziz's family has tended for
generations. ’

The family was uprooted by the Iran-Iraq war, and the hills surrounding their village were seeded with land
mines. Next, the central government in Baghdad relocated tens of thousands of Kurds to refugee camps without
work, land or modemn conveniences.

But after that war and the subsequent Persian Gulf war, the 11-member Aziz family returned home. They are
rebuilding the house with help from U.N. Habitat. Water eventually will be piped into houses, and construction
soon will begin on a power generator for the village.

Until then, the Aziz women —like everyone else here — go to the river to bring up water and bring down dishes
and the laundry.

"Life is difficult, especially with so many children," said Mrs. Aziz, whose sons and daughters range in age from 2
months to 18 years. Presiding over afternoon tea at the riverbank with a dozen members of her extended family,
Mrs. Aziz joked, "Maybe, with water inside the house, I'll finally become fat."

The Kurds of northern Iraq like to say they are the real winners of the 1991 Gulf war. After decades of repression
from Baghdad — or similar treatment by the governments of Iran, Turkey and Syria — the Kurds enjoy being pret-
ty much on their own.

An ethnically and culturally distinct minority, Kurds more closely resemble Iranians than most of their Arab neigh-
bors. Most are Shi'ite, not Sunni, Muslims, and their language sounds more like Farsi than Arabic.

Spread across the northern area of the Middle East, including portions of Turkey, Syria, Iraq and Iran, the Kurds
were promised a country of their own at the end of World War I, but the various governments ruling their lands
rejected the decision, which was not enforced.

The region has some 14 million Kurds, including 4 million in northern Iraq. For many decades, surrounding
governments regarded them with suspicion, blaming them — often rightly — whenever resistance arose.

"We are a separate group, we pine for our freedom and independence from the central [Iragi} government,” said
Anala Mohamad, a grandmother of three who describes her existence as "a terrible life in a beautiful place.”

The difference between central Irag, which is governed from Baghdad, and the Kurdish northern governorates —
where the United States and Britain have forcibly excluded Iragi authorities for a decade — is pronounced.

In what Washington calls Iraq's northern "no-fly zone," satellite dishes sprout from every balcony and rooftop.

The people are more comfortable with strangers, making eye contact with passers-by and eager to practice their
English. Foreigners are invited into private homes, and even to join boisterous wedding parties that start in late
afternoon and end early the next morning.

The United States imposed the no-fly zone in Iraq north of the 36th parallel after the Gulf war to protect the
Kurdish minority, which has sought U.S. support, from retaliation by the Iragi military. A southern no-fly zone was
instituted in 1992 to protect southern Shi'ite Muslims and to protect Iraq's neighbors, Saudi Arabia and Kuwait.
The southern no-fly zone extends north to Baghdad's outer suburbs.

Despite the general poverty among the Kurds, larger towns and cities have pockets of construction.

Merchants, smugglers and politicians are building houses with marble facades. U.N. Habitat is covering hillsides
with geometric housing developments. Roads, sewers and electric generators are under fitful repair.

One frequently told joke is that before the Gulf war, the Kurdish share of Iraq's oil revenues was limited to mortars,
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mines and nerve gas. But today, with oil revenues administered by the United Nations, the three northern governo-
rates receive roughly 13 percent of the proceeds of oil sales —more than $183 million worth of food staples every six
months. ' SR ' ‘

The U.N. Office of the Iragq Program adr;ﬁrﬁstexs a sprawling food-distribution network, created by Baghdad and
financed by oil. It is supposed to be the-same one that aids nearly 22 million families in south and central Iraqg, but
by any measure — including Baghdad's —people in the north are far healtttier than those elsewhere in Iraq.

"The people of the north have many natural advantages that the people in the south and center of the country do
not,” said program administrator Tun Myet. Northern Iraq has lush hills and mountains, and the elevation means
cooler summers, wetter winters and a variety of fruits and vegetables available nearly year round. Pasture is avai-
lable for goats, sheep and cattle, and Kurds enjoy the streams that had been favored summer destinations for
Baghdad's middle class. - .- : : ' »

The Kurds say they are grateful for international assistance but critical of U.N. agencies' slow efforts to build utili-
ties. ' ' ’

Unlike many other de’velopment zones, there is competition here to build a self-sustaining economy.

A dynamic Kurdish diaspora has created a global network of entrepreneurs eager to invest in their homeland. Aid
groups are building hospitals, housing and schools for a population that has long gone without them.

The two rival Kurdish political clans that largely run the three northern governorates are eager to win hearts and
minds by heavily subsidizing capital improvements, reading programs and other investments. The Kurds them-
selves are not shy about exploiting their primary advantage: location. Situated among central Iraq, Turkey, Syria and
Iran, the Kurds control routes that generate income from tolls, tariffs, bribes and smuggling.

By comparison, little aid is flowing into central Iraq or the arid south, save for highly publi;:ized sanction-busters,
who bring in relatively small amounts of necessities from pencils to penicillin. - :

* ¥ % % ¥ ¥ * ¥

~ Saddam Hussein: The last great tyrant
By Robert Fisk 30/12/2000 : ' . )
The Independent

When the Egyptian journalist Mohamed Heikal visited Iraq during the early years of Saddam's rule, he met the
minister for industry. Heikal was impressed by the initense, hard-working, intellectual man running Iraq's dyna-
mic industrial output. So on his next visit, Heikal asked to meet him again. Officials explained that they had no

information about the minister and all enquiries should be addressed to His Excellency the President. So when at
last Heikal turned up for his interview with the dictator of Irag, he asked about the minister for industry.

"He's gone,” Saddam said. "Gone?", asked Heikal There was a pause. "We scissored his neck — he was suspected of
being a traitor." But was there any evidence of this, the appalled Heikal asked. Was there any proof? "In Iraq, we
don’t need proof,” Saddam replied, "suspicion is enough.” In Cairo, he went on, Egyptians might have a white revo-
lution. "In Iraq we have a red revolution." Heikal was horrified. But should he have been surprised?

There is about Saddam Hussein a peculiar ruthlessness, an almost calculated cruelty, perhaps even an interest in
pain. It wasn't enough to order the murder.of his sons-in-law after their return from exile in Jordan. They had to be
dragged away with meat hooks through their eyes. It wasn't enough to order the hanging of the Observer journa-
list Farzad Bazoft in 1990; Bazoft was to be left unaware of his fate until a British embassy official turned up at the
Abu Ghorraib prison to say goodbye. At Abu Ghorraib, women prisoners are allowed a party the night before one
of them is to be hanged. Women are dispatched on Thursdays. Families are asked to bring their own coffin when a
relative has been executed. - - c : o

And yet we loved him. In the days when Saddam clawed his way to powef, persoﬁally éhot members of his own
cabinet, or used gas for the first time on his recalcitrant Kurds, we loved him. When he invaded Iran in 1980, we
gave him Bailey bridges and Mirage jets and radio sets and poison gas ~ the Mirages from France, the poison gas,
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of course, from Germany —and US satellite reconnaissance pictures of the Iranian front lines. I once met the Cologne
arms dealer who personally took the photos from Washington DC to Baghdad. The Russians poured in their new T-
72 tanks. Saddam'’s war against Iran — the greatest mass killing in modern Middle Eastern history until the UN sanc-
tions of the last decade — was designed to appeal to both Arabs and the West. For the Arabs who tamely poured their
millions into his armoury, Kuwait among the most prominent, his Iraqi sons were wading through anharr al-damm
- literally "rivers of blood" - to defend the al-bawwabah al-sharqiyah, the "Eastern Gateway" to the Arab world and
Saudi Arabia. To the West, he was fighting off Khomeini's Islamic hordes. Asked why the Iragis used gas against
their enemies, one of his senior confidants replied: "When you weed the lawn, you have to use weed-killer."

Blundering, ignorant of Western (though not Arab) history, largely uneducated, an original Tikriti corner-boy whose
first political act was an attempted assassination and an escape, wounded, into the desert; how did he do it? How
come the man who defied George Bush senior is still there to defy George Bush junior? How come, 10 years after
the "mother of all battles" — a phrase typical of Saddam - and 10 years after UN sanctions that have killed at least a
million Iraqis, Saddam is still enjoying his palaces and cigars?

The French are a clue. They idolised Saddam in the late Seventies. He was feted on his arrival at Orly, dined out by
the Mayor of Paris (a certain M Chirac), swamped with champagne as he watched a bull-running circus in central
France. For the French, he was a kind of Jacobin, the reformer-turned-extremist whose reign of terror had a power
all its own. Saddam's "red revolution” was always rubber-stamped by the democratic mockeries of Iraq — he asked
the Kurds of a northern Iraqgi town if he should hang Bazoft and their cries of affirmation doomed the correspon-
dent - but somehow, in a crazed way, it was modern and progressive. Iraq's hospitals and medical care were on a
par with Europe, women's rights were rigorously enforced, religious insurrection was suppressed in blood.

And he was - and is - a very intelligent man. When I first saw him, in 1978, he was espousing the merits of nuclear
power, of binary fission (technology courtesy of his beloved France). Self-confident, quoting from Arab poets and
writers, replying to foreign journalists who snapped at him, with humour and history. Asked, in view of his little
speech, about the danger of nuclear weapons proliferation, he replied: "Ah, you must not ask me about Israel's 250
warheads in the Negev desert — you must ask the Israelis!" He always wore a massive wrap-around jacket with too
many buttons, but his shirts and shoes were always the latest in Paris fashion.

I visited his abandoned palace in Kurdistan in 1991, one of the series of massive, fortified royal residences he conti-
nues to build across Iraq, evidence, according to Madeleine Albright, that sanctions haven't yet brought him low and
thus must continue. In truth, they are evidence that sanctions clearly do not work — because they don't touch
Saddam - and thus should not continue. But what was so evident about his northern palace was its tawdry nature,
the poor quality of the concrete round the swimming pool, the cracked pseudo-Grecian columns in the dining-room,
the under-weeded flower beds. In Baghdad, the palace lawns are better tended, but the same sense of spent taste
and vulgarity pervades the president's imagery. Saddam on horseback, in Kurdish clothes, embracing babies and
war heroes, riding on a charger in medieval armour to confront the Persians at the Battle of Qaddasiyeh, dressed as
Nebuchadnezzar, he who conquered Syria and Palestine, sacked Ashkelon and subdued all the tribes of the Arabs.
Like the king of Babylonia, Saddam decided to rebuild Babylon; and so the ancient city was ripped apart and recons-

tructed, Disney-style, in the image of the great man.

Even the giant egg-shell monument to the Iraqi war dead of 1980-88 is a personal museum to Saddam's family.
Visit the crypt and beside the names of half a million dead you find a photograph of the young, revolutionary
Saddam, on the run from the royal family, of Saddam studying in Cairo (his hero was not Hitler but Stalin), of
Saddam with his first wife. Now there is a second wife - the feuding between the wives' two families is one of
the causes of the ferocious bloodletting within the family. His son Oday, partly crippled in an assassination
attempt while on his way to a nightclub, murdered a bodyguard at a party. "My son must be tried like any other
Iraqi,” Saddam announced. Then the family of the dead man - surprise, surprise — forgave Oday. Unpunished, he
continued to run the highest security apparatus of the state, all the while enjoying the title of head of the Iraqi
Olympic committee.

Greatness, for Saddam, is a simple affair. Victorious in war, the people love you. Strength is all. In an Arab world
that sadly admires power more than compassion, he was a hero for millions of Egyptians, Saudis, Kuwaitis,
Lebanese, even Syrians. "He may be ruthless," a Lebanese journalist remarked to me in 1990, "but you have to
admit he's strong. He stands up to people.” In reality, Saddam walks tall when his enemies are beaten. He dreams
like a sleepwalker. I recall huddling with Iraqi commandos in a shell-smashed city in southern Iran in 1980 when
an officer announced a personal message from Saddam to all his fighting forces. They were participating, he
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announced, in "the lightning war". There was even a song that played contimiously on Iragi television: "The
Lightning War". Like the "Mother of All Battles" itwasa mockery of the truth.

There were other hints in hlS war with Iran, had we but known it, of ‘Saddam's behaviour in Kuwait. In 1983, after
proclaiming the Iraql-occupled Iranian city of Khorramshahr a bastion to be defended to the last man - Saddam's
. personal Stalingrad — he simply ordered his thousands of troops to abandon the fortress and march back to Iraq,
just as he ordered his men to abandon Kuwait the moment the Western armies broke into Iraq in 1991. If his beha-
viour seems irrational, it is certainly consistent. He believed that a strong Iraq must be self-sufficient. It must make
its own weapons, its own tanks, its own bullets. _ _ : B

A year to the day after his 1990 irivasion of Kuwait, I was prowling through the wreckage of the Iragi army along
the Basra highway when I came upon an upturned ammunition truck whose cargo of battalion and brigade note-
books had been scattered across the desert, partly buried in sand. "Message from the Supreme Commander,”" it
said in one. And there, page after page, was the text of a secret Saddam speech to his high command. Iraq, he
said, must abandon its traditional confidence in other nations; it must set up its own arms factories, invent its own
secret weapons. There it all was, in blue Biro, the authentic voice of Saddam speaking from beneath the very floor
of the desert.

It is not so difficult to struggle into the mind of Saddam when you read this. He had invaded Iran and the West
loved him. Why should they object — or fight him ~ when, threatened by Kuwaiti demands for the billions of dol-
lars in "loans" used to pay off the Iran war and with the Kuwaitis apparently “stealing" Iraqi .oil from beneath the
Rumailah field, he invaded Kuwait? Only four months earlier, just after Bazoft's hanging, a group of American
senators visited Saddam in Baghdad and assured him that "democracy is a very confusing issue - I believe that
your problems lie with the Western media and not with the US government" (this from Senator Alan Simpson).
Senator Howard Metzenbaum, announcing. himself "a Jew and a staunch supporter of Israel", went on to tell
Saddam that "I have been sitting here and hstemng to you for about an hour, and I am now aware that you are a
strong and mtelhgent man and that you want peace

So what had Saddam to fear from the US? In that last fateful interview with US ambassador Apnl Glaspie, less
than a month before the invasion of Kuwait, Saddam told Ms Glaspie that Kuwait's borders were drawn in colo-
nial days. Saddam had always been an anti-colonialist. "We studied history at school," the luckless Glaspie replies.
“They taught us to say freedom or death. I think you know well that we... have our experience with the colonia-
lists. We have no opinion on the Arab-Arab conflicts, like your border disagreement with Kuwait." In a post-war
press interview, as the writer Christopher Hitchens has poirited out Glasple gave the game away. "We never
expected they would take all of Kuwait," she sard »

" The Amerlcans were going to let Saddam b1te a chunk out of the Kuwaiti border Saddam thought he had per-
mission to gobble up all of Kuwait. And so we went to war with the Hitler of the Euphrates. And so he lives.on -
in his palaces and bunkers while his people die for lack of clean water and medicines under the UN sanctions that
are supposed to harm Saddam. We still bomb him every day - our war with Saddam has lasted 10 years now -
and slowly, the Arabs, drsmayed by the bloodshed in the Palestme-Israel war, are warmmg once more to the man

who never gave in, ]ordan, Lebanon Syna, the Eml.rates Egypt, Bahram -Saudi Arabia - almost all of them Amenca s
allies in 1991 - are now breakmg the air embargo by ﬂymg into Baghdad Saddam lives.

gc-»a(»at&»»lt.
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En Irak, les Kurdes demeurent tributaires
de la communauté internationale

IRBIL
de notre envoyée spéciale
Une mosquée élégante est en
construction prés du centre de la
ville d’Irbil, chef-lieu de la partie du
Kurdistan irakien située au nord du
36¢ parallele. C’est une initiative

REPORTAGE

Les rivalités internes
empéchent le partage
du pouvoir

et des revenus

privée qui prouve que cette région
du nord de VIrak est désormais loin
de Pindigence des premiers jours.
Les étalages, autrefois presque
vides, regorgent de fruits et de Ié-
gumes frais, et des Toyota de mo-
dele récent circulent sur les routes
goudronnées qui ont remplacé les
chemins défoncés. De grands pan-
neaux publicitaires vantent les
avantages de postes de télévision et
de réfrigérateurs en provenance de
Turquie.

-Cette relative prospérité masque
la fragilité de la situation des
3,5 millions de Kurdes qui vivent
dans cette région. Leur sécurité dé-
pend essentiellement du bon vou-
loir de la communauté internatio-
nale, qui avait imposé au
gouvernement de Bagdad cette
zone d’exclusion aérienne, dans |e
but de reloger et de protéger des
centaines de milliers de réfugiés
fuyant P'avance des troupes ira-
kiennes aprés une insurrection
manquée contre le pouvoir, en
1991

L’avenir des Kurdes demeure
toutefois incertain. « Nous avons
des relations pratiques avec Bagdad,
nous achetons de l’énergie, par
exemple, explique Sami Abderrah-
man, l'un des dirigeants de 'Union
patriotique du Kurdistan (UPK).
Mais depuis 1991, le gouvernement
irakien n’a pas proposé de nous ren-
contrer pour discuter de la question
kurde. Sa position & notre égard est
inchangée. » Aucun progres, as-
sure-t-il, n’a été fait en direction
d’un accord permanent qui garanti-
rait les droits des Kurdes.

Au sud de la zone d’exclusion aé-
rienne, la politique d’« arabisa-
tion » menée par le président Sad-
dam Hussein continue, affirme

Azad Ali Ahmet, un réfugié moitié
kurde, moitié turcoman, récem-
ment arrivé de la ville pétroliere de
Kirkouk, sous contrdle irakien.
Azad en est A son deuxiéme exode
forcé -le premier était en 1991.
Cette fois-ci, «le moukhtar [le
maire] est venu nous annoncer que
nous étions expulsés », explique-t-il.
Accroupie dans la poussiére prés de
leur tente, sa femme prépare le
pain pour leurs cinq enfants. Les
52 000 habitants de la petite ville de
Benislawa, ou Azad a été relogé par
le Parti démocratique du Kurdistan
(PDK), sont tous arrivés de Kirkouk
par petits groupes, au cours des
vingt derniéres années.

« DEVELOPPEMENT »

« Le plus important pour nous est
le maintien de la part de 13 % du
programme “pétrole contre nourri-
ture” qui est attribuée a la popula-
tion kurde, affirme Nechirwan Bar-
zani, neveu du chef du PDK,
Massoud Barzani. Ces 13 % nous ont
permis de progresser et il est impor-
tant que cette situation continue. »
Les fonds dudit programme, desti-
nés a alléger les souffrances de la
population irakienne et qui sont
administrés par I'ONU, ont en effet
permis a la région de développer
son infrastructure. « Nous avions
commencé notre programme pour
répondre a une urgence, maintenant
nous travaillons pour le développe-
ment a long terme », explique le di-
rigeant d’une organisation non
gouvernementale occidentale, Mais

Une situation precaire
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ZONE D'EXCLUSION
AERIENNE AU NORD
DU 36% PARALLELE
EN IRAK

.

« il est important que les Kurdes ob-
tiennent une protection constitution-
nelle de Bagdad, une autonomie po-
litique, une protection physique et
une sécurité financiére », ajoute-t-il.

A l'unisson du régime irakien, les
pays voisins de I'Irak -la Turquie,
la Syrie et I'Iran - sont méfiants a
I’égard des Kurdes. Tous s'op-
posent 2 la création d’un Etat kurde
indépendant et leurs manceuvres
politiques ne contribuent pas a as-
surer la stabilité de la région. Le
PDK coopere depuis plusieurs an-
nées avec la Turquie, contre les mi-
litants du Parti des travailleurs du
Kurdistan (PKK) de Turquie, qui ont
installé des bases logistiques dans
les montagnes de la zone fronta-
liére apreés la guerre du Golfe.

L'Irak veut dialoguer avec le Koweit

et I’Arabie saoudite

Un journal officiel irakien a invité, jeudi 28 décembre, Arabie
saoudite et le Koweit, sans les nommer, a un dialogue destiné a ré-
concilier les pays arabes. Le quotidien Al-Saoura, organe du parti
Baas au pouvoir, affirme que les fétes du Fitr et de Noél « peuvent
constituer une occasion pour un appel & un dialogue constructif destiné
a faire oublier les douleurs du passé et parvenir a une récenciliation
mettant fin aux divisions et aux humiliations ». Bagdad accuse Riyad
et Koweit d’ceuvrer au maintien de 'embargo en vigueur depuis
1990 et de soutenir les raids des avions américains et britanniques
dans les zones d’exclusion aérienne dans le nord et le sud de I'lIrak.

L’appel du journal irakien intervient i la veille du sommet annuel
des dirigeants des monarchies arabes du Golfe, qui s’ouvre samedi a
Manama (Bahrein). Le chef de la diplomatie irakienne, Mohammed
Said Al-Sahhaf, a récemment réitéré, dans un message adressé au
secrétaire général de 'ONU, Kofi Annan, le « rejet catégorique » par
PIrak des zones d’exclusion aériennes. - (AFP)

Dans la zone contrdlée par le
PDK, les Turcs agissent comme en
pays conquis. Les incursions de ’ar-
mée turque 2 la poursuite des mili-
tants du PKK continuent sporadi-
quement. L’UPK, de Jalal Talabani,
politiquement proche de Téhéran, a
longtemps refusé de collaborer
avec Ankara contre le PKK. Mais au
cours des derniers mois, M. Talaba-
ni semble s’étre rapproché des au-
torités turques. De violents
combats ont éclaté en septembre
entre le PKK et les peshmergas de
PUPK. « Il y a eu un certain degré
d’assistance de la Turquie a I'UPK.
Nous leur avons facilité Pacces », re-
connait Nechirwan Barzani.

La Turquie, qui voyait d’'un mau-
vais ceil 'administration conjointe
- dotée d'un Parlement et d’un
gouvernement - formée par le PDK
et 'UPK apres des élections en
1992, n’est pas mécontente de voir
les deux factions profondément di-
visées depuis le conflit qui les a op-
posées en 1994. Aujourd’hui, I'en-
clave est partagée en deux zones
distinctes séparées par une quasi-
fronti¢re. Malgré un accord signé a
Washington en 1998, ’hostilité
entre les deux groupes semble aus-
si profondément ancrée que la ran-
coeur des Kurdes a P'égard des ré-
gimes voisins qui les ont oppressés.
Ils ne parviennent pas a s’entendre
sur le partage du pouvoir et des re-
venus du trafic de pétrole avec An-
Kara.

Le poste-frontiere de Habour
offre au PDK, installé a proximité,
une fenétre sur le monde extérieur.
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~haque jour, quelque cing cents ca-
mions turcs;le franchissent pour
acheter A bon marché du diesel ira-
kien, qui est ensuite acheminé en

Turquier Les—quantités fluctuent——

entre 100 000 et 150 000 tonnes de
diesel par mois. La communauté
internationale ferme les yeux, ¢e -
trafic permettant a la fois de

compenser la Turquie pour les.

pertes commerciales subies depuis
la guerre du Golfe et de financer
I'enclave kurde.

MINORITE TURCOMANE

liorer leurs -relations avec le gou-
vernement irakien - ont également,

au nord de I'Irak, des alliés natu- .

rels,_la minorité_turcomane, qui
compte .environ 150 000 membres.
Ankara soutient ouvertement le
Front turcoman irakien, une orga-

-nisation qui a toujours refusé de re-. -

connaitre le gouvernement régio-
nal du Kurdistan irakien. « Nous
n’avons ‘pas participé aux élections
de 1992 car le processus n'était pas
démocratique, explique Mehmet
Kemal Yaycili, du Front turcoman.
Jusqu’a présent le PDK a refusé nos

) demandes Nous voulons plus:eurs
. 'siéges au Parlement, deux ou trois

‘ministéres et un vice-premier mi-

Jnistre, »

~Les Turcomarns sont toutefois di-
visés. Jawdad Najar, un représen-
tant de la communauté, siége, lui,
au sein du gouvernement local.
« Les gens du Front regoivent de
Uargent de la Turquie. fIs prétendent
que les Kurdes nous traitent mal,
mais nous avons nos propres écoles,
nos journaux et nos organisations
culturelles, plaide-t-il. Nous voulons
de bonnes relations avec la Turquie,

rence. » ’

En dépit des divergences qui
minent la région, Nechirwan Bar-
zani demeure convaincu que la
——communauté -internationale ne
peut pas se permettre d'ignorer les
Kurdes au profit de relations
commerciales avec Bagdad. «Le
probléme d’une nation ne peut pas
disparaitre. Le PDK, I'UPK, le PKK
peuvent tous disparaitre, mais il fau-
dra bien trouver une solution pour
les Kurdes », dit-il.

Nicole Pope

Les Turcs - qui souhaitent amé- mais noifs ne voulons pas d’ingé-

December 31, 2000
By Huda Majeed Saleh

Saddam, Firing Shots in Air, Greets Big Army Parade

BAGHDAD (Reuters) - President Saddam Hussein presided on Sunday over what appeared to be the biggest mili-
tary parade in Baghdad since the 1991 Gulf War, greeting army units with shots from a rifle he held in one hand. The
parade displayed sophisticated surface-to-surface and anti-aircraft missiles, artillery and over 1,000 modern,
Russian-made tanks as well as infantry units.

Saddam wore a blue suit and a hat and was accompanied by top aides in military fatigues on his reviewing stand.
Formations of jet fighters and helicopter gunships hovered over central Baghdad's Grand Festivities Square as forces
representing all Iragi military units, including the navy, infantry and paramilitary Saddam commandos, flowed past. -
Missiles in the four-hour parade were the Al-Samoud, Al-Fath and Al-Raad, all with ranges under 95 miles that do
not violate U.N. arms-control restrictions.

No figures was given for the number of troops or components of hardware taking part in the so-called Al-Agsa Call
Parade, intended as a show of support for Palestinians in their uprising against Israeli occupation. Last month,
Saddam attended a parade in Baghdad by nearly two million Iraqis volunteering to fight with the Palestinians
against the Israeli army. :

That parade capped a month-long training campaign called by Saddam "for volunteers willing to launch Jihad (holy
war) to liberate Palestine.” Saddam said last month that 6,607,306 Iraqis including 2,051,791 women had voluntee-
red. .

'Put An End To Zionism'

Saddam said in October that Iraq was ready to "put an end to Zionism" if Arab rulers did not defend the Palestinians
against Israel. Iraq has always taken a hard line toward Israel and during the Gulf War it fired Scud missiles at the
Jewish state. It also opposes interim Israeli-Palestinian peace accords and the peace treaties signed by Egypt and
Jordan with Israel.

Iraq has lived through two major wars in the last two decades -- against Iran in 1980-88 and in 1991 when its forces
which had occupiéd Kuwait the year before were driven out by a U.S.-led multinational coalition. Saddam has sur-
vived a decade of U.N. sanctions imposed for his invasion of the small Gulf state, but the embargo has ruined Iraq's
infrastructure and caused a plunge in living standards.

The government said this month that more than 10,000 people most of them children, had died in November from
illnesses spreading as a result of sanctions.

Although Saddam's army was routed by the U.S.-led alliance, he surprised the world by rebounding to crush post-

war revolts in Iraq's Shi'ite Muslim south and Kurdish north. *
Iraqi tensions with the West have remained high since then, revolving around U.N. Security Council efforts, backed : 2
most vigorously by the United States and Britain, to secure the dismantling of Iraq's alleged weapons of mass des-

truction. .

Saddam has repeatedly engaged in confrontations with the West over U.N.-mandated arms inspections, declaring
that Iraq is free of banned weapons and seeking the lifting of sanctions. Baghdad has rejected a Security Council reso-
lution that could ease sanctions if it allows U.N. weapons inspectors to return. They have been barred from Iraq since
their departure on the eve of U.S.-British air strikes in December 1998.
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< Campagne pour améliorer
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# L la situation des droits de 'Homme
v

& dans la zone euro-méditerranéenne
g SoLivh T :
5 et en particulier en Turquie
14 passage Dubail - 75010 Paris
L Tél:01 40 35 07 00

e YOS DROITS
DE L’HOMME
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Action des Chrétiens ’ ’
pour I'Abolition de la Torture -

Tél: 01 40 40 42 43 o

Amnesty\{ international

— -

ECRIRE'CONTRE L'OUBLI
Tél: 01 53 38 65 65

o

service ascuménique d'entraide

Tél:01 44 18 60 50

@Fﬁmhbmé-

Tél:01 53251040

Ecrivez dés aujourd’hui au Président Sommaire
4 = g: de la Commission européenne, Les droits de "homme sont-ils sofubles en
; ini A Médit ée... et articuli T ie? .23
Mouvement de la Paix au Premier ministre et au député erranée... et en particulier en Turquie?  p. 2/
" . de votre circonscription_ Aujourd’hui. la torture existe encore
Tél:01 401209 12 : enTurquie! .............. ... ......... p.3
¢ Date limite de participation 28 févner 2001 Sur la route de I’adhésion 4 I'Union européenne p. 4
-

- Aix solidarité 3 Centre de recherche et d'information sur ie développement (CRID) * Citoyens, défense et paix # Collectif des associations de développement
de la région (CADR) # Comité international pour la libération des députés kurdes emprisonnés en Turquie (CILDEKT) « Comités refais France Libertés (dpts 31,
42 et 47) =z Coordination de I'action non-violente de I'Arche (CANVA) = Délégation rennaise Kurdistan > Etudiants et Développement = Fédération Artisans du
Monde : Fédération démocratique internationale des femmes - Fédération des agences internationales pour le développement (Aide fédération) - Femmes
solidaires = Franciscain international Human rights alliance France -+ Institut kurde de Paris  Ligue des droits de I'Homme (Fédération du Rhéne)  Ligue
internationale des femmes pour la paix et la liberté (LIFPL) # Maison des tiers-mondes et de la solidarité internationale (dpt 34) : Mouvement de F'objection de
conscience (MOC) “ Mouvement international de la réconciliation (MIR) # Mouvement pour le désarmement. la paix et la liberté (MDPL, dpts 34 et 42)
Mouvement pour une alternative non-violente (MAN) - Réseau d'information tiers-monde (RITIMO)  Solidarité et Liberté = SOS Racisme
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POURQUOI CETTE
CAMPAGNE ?

Torture, maintien de la peine de mort,
atteintes aux libertés de la presse et d'ex-
pression, aux libertés linguistiques et cultu-
relles, non-respect des décisions de la Cour

Avec plus de 63 millions d’habitants, la Turquie est un carrefour géostratégique entre I'Europe, I’ Asie.
les pays arabes et les pays du Caucase.

européenne des droits de 'Homme, voil: la Sil f)rgan1:satlon d_es pouvoirs publlc? en Turune pre.sente la p!upa.rt’des caract‘énsm‘]ues.d_e l?ase d'un -
. . . - systéme démocratique, |’existence d’un Conseil national de sécurité, composé de six militaires et de
Turquie que I'Union européenne (UE) envi- et (D) L g - - N o
de fai in Et la qu cing dirigeants civils'"’, traduit I'importance du réle joué dans la vie politique par I’armée. Les mili- [
sage de faire entrer en son sein. £t la ques- taires continuent de peser de tout leur poids sur un systéme bien loin des normes démocratiques de
tion du respect des droits de 'Homme se I’'UE. . 4

pose aussi_avec acuité dans de nombreux
autres pays du' pourtour- mednterraneen
(Algérie, Israél, Maroc, Tunisie.. )

Nombre d’atteintes aux droits civils et politiques en Turquie sont liées A ta maniére dont le gouver-
nement et ['armée répondent aux probiemes du Sud-Est du pays. L'état d’urgence proclamé en 1987
dans le Sud-Est turc, ol sont concentrées les populations kurdes, est toujours en vigueur dans six des
neuf provinces. Les militaires détiennent des pouvoirs exceptionnels (décrets-lois 423-424) et contri-
buent de maniére alarmante 2 restreindre les libertés et droits fondamentaux. L'armée turque a ainsi
tué plus de 40 civils lors d’un raid aérien effectué le 15 actit 2000, sur le territoire irakien.

L'UE vient d’accepter le principe de la candi-
dature de la Turquie & I'adhésion (Helsinki,
décembre 99). Ce pays fait également partie
des douze pays du bassin méditerranéen
engagés dans le processus dit « Euromed »,
qui tient son quatriéme sommet 4 Marseille
en novembre 2000. L'objectif ‘de ces ren-
contres est de parvenir d'ici 2010 3 la signa-
ture d'un accord d’association entre I'UE et
chacun des douze pays.Mais ces accords sont
essentiellement d’ordre économique, com-
me ['est I'Union douaniére avec la Turquie, en
vigueur depuis janvier 1996.

25 % des requétes a la Cour européenne des droits de I'Homme'2) concernent la Turquie ! Des cas de
tortures, de disparitions et d’exécutions extrajudiciaires continuent:d’é e recensés Les arrestations
et infimidations de militants des droits de I"'Homme, députés stes qui s’él2vent contre la -
polmque menee dans cette région n ont pas cessé malgre les condimnations; epétees des parlemen- .

PR

téplacés en garde Ay

Ce sommet de Marseille, ainsi que la prési-
dence frangaise de I'UE, nous donnent I'oc-
casion d’agir.

Dans le cadre du processus d'élargissement-
de I'UE comme dans celui d'Euromed, le cas
de la Turquie a valeur d’exemple. De la fer-

" meté de I'UE sur la question des droits de
r Homme ‘dépendront les conditions d’adhé-
sion ou-d’association des autres pays de la
zone. Pour cela, 'UE doit maintenir ses
conditions quant i I'entrée de la Turquie,
comme elle devrait en imposer pour la signa- -]
ture et Fapplication des accords d'associa-
tion euro-méditerranéens. La clause « droits -
de 'Homme », qui existe aujourd’hui dans -
quatre accords sur les cing déja signés, n’est
pas contraignante. Concrétement, si elle 7
n’est pas remphe, elle ne remet pas en cause

~la cooperatlon économique. La mise en pla—
ce d’'un mécanisme de contréle et d’ evalug-
tion du respect des droits de PHomme dans
la zone euro-méditerranéenne est donc
indispensable. '

nombreuses « dlspantlons forcées » ne sont pas élucidées dans ces pays, au mepn
adoptés par I’ Assemblée générale des Nations unies en 1992.

Les droits de |'Homme n’auraient-ils pas la méme valeur au Nord et au Sud de la Méditerranée ?

ns frcmccnses d’armement en Turqme H
la mulodle de V Europe folle?

De son cété, la France peut et doit aussi don-

ner I'exemple en suspendant ses exporta-
tions d’armements ‘ét en ex'geant le respect ’
des droits de | Homme par laTurquie.

La creatnon par les députes d'un groupe
d'etude parlementaire sur les Kurdes s'im-
pose: Elle ‘constituerait un geste significatif
@ant va;-é-vus de la population kurde dans son.
ensemble qu'a I'égard du gouvernement turc.

Dans' un monde en interdépéndance crois-
sante, le respect des drdits de 'Homme:
dépend de notre m llsanon “citoyenne. La
France et 'UE ont une responsabilité com-
mune. Elles doivent l'exercer C'est ce que
nous demandons aulourd hui.




Malgré ses déclarations de bonnes intentions la
Turquie teste un pays ol la torture est un mal
véntablement endémique. Son utilisation quasi
systématique touche tous les suspects, ausst bien
politiques que de droit commun, et attexnt méme
les mineurs.

Le rapport de la Commission parlementaire de .

{"Assemblée nationale turque®, qui n"a pas été
officrellement rendu public. serait véritablement
accablant et ferait etat de locaux « équipés »
dans presque tous les licux de détention de sus-
pects, qu'il s’agisse de locaux de la police oude
la gendarmerie.

D’aprés Amnesty international, les délais de
garde a vue, bien que réduits en 1997, favorisent
le recours a la torture. En effet les personnes
arrétées pour des infractions relevant des Cours
de sireté de I'Etat peuvent Etre maintenues au
secret pendant quatre jours. La durée maximale
de la garde a vue peut étre portée A dix jours dans
les provinces relevant de 1'état d’urgence. Les
suspects oni, dans la majorité des cas, les yeux
bandés pendant les interrogatoires, ce qui ne leur
permet pas de connaitre leurs tortionnaires.
L'impunité dont jouissent ceux-ci (ils ne font
qu’exceptionnellement 1'objet d’enquétes, en-
core moins de poursuites) est un facteur aggra-
vant. L'enregistrement des détentions, confor-
mément au code pénal turc, et leur notification
aux familles sont rarement effectués, ce qui lais-
se libre cours a la torture et aux « disparitions ».

Les méthodes consistent, notamment, A frapper
les détenus, a les déshabiller entierement et A les
arroser d’eau glacée 2 haute pression, i les sus-
pendre par les bras attachés derriere leur dos, 3
leur infliger des décharges électriques, A leur
asséner des coups sur la plante des pieds, 2 les
menacer de mort, 4 les violer ou & leur faire subir
d’autres formes de sévices sexuels.

Tous les membres de 1"Union européenne ont
supprimé la peine de mort depuis 1994. Bien que
la Turquie soit membre du Conseil de i’Europe,
signataire de la Convention européenne des
droits de I'Homme et candidate A I'UE, la peine
de mort n’a toujours pas été abolie. La Constitu-
tion turque comprend 13 articles du Code pénal
civil, 26 articles du Code pénal militaire, une loi
contre le banditisme et une loi sur la forét qui
Iégitiment et confortent {a peine capitale. Il exis-
te cependant un moratoire sur son application
depuis 1984. Tout récemment, la condamnation
amortd’ Abduliah Ocalan, dirigeant du Parti des
travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK) peut faire
craindre la reprise des exécutions(®.

La peine de mort est aussi appliquée aux oppo-
sants du régime. A ce jour, plus de 50 personnes
attendent d’étre exécutées.

Les Kurdes en Turquie §

Onestime de 15 & 20 millions le nombre de kurdes
vivant en Turquie. fls parlent le kurde, langue d'ori-
gine indo-européenne, tés différente du turc,
langue asiahque ouralo-altaique. Une littérature
écrite depuis le VI1° siecle, une forte tradition cul-
turelle dans le domaine de la musique et une lit-
térature orale trés niche, malgré des décennies
d'interdiction, ont contnbué & un fort sentiment
d'identté chez lo population kurde de Turguie.
C'est ce sentiment qui alimente la revendication de
nombreux mouvements.

Depuis lo création de la République turque en
1923, le peuple kurde a été I'objet d'une « furqui-
sation » forcée. Malgré I'évolution de ces derniéres
années, la langue kurde reste interdite en Turquie
dans le domaine de la presse écrite, des médias,
des publications, de I'enseignement, des contrats
et des relations avec |'administration. A la suite des
pressions internationales pour la liberté d'expres-
sion, la Turquie a aboli en 1991 une loi interdisant
I'usage privé de la langue kurde. Lle 10 décembre
1998, & l'occasion du 50° anniversaire de lo
Déclaration des droits de 'Homma, six prix Nobel
de la poix ont signé un appel aux chefs d'Etat et de
gouvernement des Etats-Unis et de I'UE pour qu'fls
prennent une initiative conduisant la Turquie vers
une solution politique du probléme kurde.

Dans un conflit armé qui dure depuis plus de quinze
ans, 3 428 villages kurdes!!3) ont été détruits. Lo
population daplacée, estimée de 3 & 4 millions de
personnes, est confrontée A une situation écono-
mique et socicle des plus précaires. Les Kurdes
consfituent les sléments les plus nombreux dons le
flux migratoire vers I'Europe occidentale.

. ., P :‘,
;F%%‘EME

KPRESSION?

En Turquie, la liberté d’expression est limitée
par 152 lois et plus de 700 articles®). Des écri-
vains, des journalistes, des artistes, des scienti-
fiques. des intellectuels, des enseignants, des
politiciens, des défenseurs des droits de |"'Hom-
me ont été emprisonnés cette année encore en
Turquie pour avoir tenté de s’exprimer libre-
ment(10),

Quelques exemples :

1/6/2000 - Ahmed Turan Demir, président du
HADEP (Parti de la démocratie du peuple) est
condamné 4 un an de prison pour « incitation au
séparatisme » par la Cour de sécurité de I’Etat
d’ Ankara. La Cour s’est appuyée sur un discours
et de la poésie lus a I’occasion d’une féte pour la
paix, le 28 octobre 1999, A Ankara(!1).

20/6/2000 - Le dictionnaire turco-kurde publié
le 10 juin par I'Institut kurde d’Istambul est sai-
si sans raison apparente, 2 1'exception du fait
qu’il contient des mots kurdes{!D !

Pour avoir proné une solution pacifique au pro-
bléme kurde, 1'avocat défenseur des droits de
I"'Homme Esber Yagmurdereli a passé plus de
dix-sept ans dans les gedles turques. Son combat
a méme ét€ récompensé le 29 septembre 2000
par le Prix international des droits de I'Homme -
Ludovic Trarieux. Ce prix avait, par le passé, été
notamment attribué A Nelson Mandela('2),

OBJECTIFS

Améliorer la situation des
droits de ’'Homme dans la
zZone euro-méditerranéenne
et en particulier en Turquie,
dont le processus d’adhésion
a 'UE a débuté.

Pour cela, nous demandons :

® aux députés frangais d'appuyer
fa création d’un groupe
parlementaire sur les Kurdes, point
majeur pour l'amélioration des
droits de 'Homme en Turquie;

® au gouvernement frangais d’exiger
le respect du volet « droits de
I'Homme » des critéres de
Copenhague dans le processus
d’adhésion de la Turquie;

® au gouvernement frangais de
respecter le Code de conduite de
I'Union européenne sur les
exportations d’armement, en
renongant a exporter du matériel
militaire ou du matériei de
sécurité et de police a la Turquie
tant que la situation des droits de
'Homme dans ce pays n'aura pas
été améliorée et de faire le
nécessaire pour que les autres
pays de I'Union européenne
fassent de méme;

® 3 'Union européenne de mettre
en place un mécanisme
d’évaluation et de contréle du
respect des droits de 'Homme
dans les pays engagés dans un
processus d'adhésion a I'Union
européenne, ou ayant signé ou
prévoyant de signer des accords
d’association.

MODE D’EMPLOI

n Signez et faites signer les cartes
postales par votre entourage
puis envoyez-les au Premier
ministre, au député de votre
circonscription et au Président
de la Commission européenne.

Retournez le coupon-réponse
a Agir ici afin que nous
puissions disposer du taux
de participation lors des
rencontres avec les décideurs
et vous tenir informé(e)s des
résuitats de la campagne.

Commandez des documents
de campagne et diffusez-les
autour de vous : amis, collégues
de travail, associations, medias
de votre département, etc.
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La décision de principe concernant I’élargissement de I'UE aux pays d'Europe centrale et orientale a été
prise lors du Conseil de Copenhague en 1993. Les Quinze y ont défini les critéres d’adhésion, dits

« criteres de Copenhague », auxquels Ies pays doivent satisfaire :

@ les institutions du pays doivent étre stables, garantissant la démocratie, la pnmaute du droit, les droits
de I’Homme, le respect des minorités et Jeur protection (critére politique); -

#® le pays doit &tre doté d’une économie de marché viable capable de faire face 4 ila pressxon concurren-
tielle et aux forces du marché a I’intérieur de I'UE (critére économique);

@ le pays doit &tre capable de souscrire aux obJectlfs de I’Union politique, économique et monétaire
(acquis communautaire).

Le processus d’élargissement a été officiellement lancé lors du Conseil de Luxembourg en décembre 1997.
Les négociations d’adhésion ont ét€ amorcées avec dix pays d’Europe centrale et orientale. En décembre
1999, le Conseil d’Helsinki a accepté le statut de candidat de la Turquie.

Le rapprochement entre 1 'Union européenne et la Turquie remonte 4 1963. 11 fait suite 4 la signature d'un
accord d’association (accord d’ Ankara), ou était déja mentionnée la possibilité de I'élargissement de I'UE
A la Turquie. Celle-ci a demandé officiellement & adhérer 2 I'UE en avril 1987. Si cette derniére a tou-
jours confirmé I’éligibilité de la Turquie, les avis de la Commission ont été, de 1989 a 1998, invaria-
blement défavorables « en raison de certaines anomalies dans le fonctionnement des pouvoirs
publics, la persistance de violations des droits de I’Homme et des déficiences importantes dans le
traitement des minorités »19),

L'UE a justifié I'entrée de 1a Turquie dans le processus d’adhésion en affirmant qu'une stratégie de rap-
prochement et d’inclusion est plus efficace pour la démocratisation. Malgré cela, les rapports sur les vio-
lations des droits de I'Homme sont toujours aussi alarmants.

Actuellement, le critére de droit et de démocratie n’est bien évidemment pas respecté dans le cas de 1a Tur-
quie. La France se doit d’imposer, avec ses partenaires européens, que les critéres économiques et moné-
taires ne soient pas appliqués au détriment des droits de I’Homme. Ces derniers sont une composante
essentielle de 1’acquis communautaire.

La conférence euro-méditerranéenne des ministres des Affaires étrangéres tenue a Barcelone les 27 et 28

novembre 1995 a été 1’acte fondateur du partenariat entre les quinze Etats de I'UE et les douze pays de la

zone sud de la Méditerranée. Dans la Déclaration de Barcelone, les pa.rtenaxres ont défini les trois grands

objectifs de ce partenariat :

@ La définition d’un espace commun de paix et de stabilité au moyen d’un renforcement du dialogue poli-
tique et de sécurité ;

® La construction d’une zone de prospérité partagée grﬁcc 2 un partenariat économique et financier dont
le but principal est I'instauration d’une zone de libre échange avant 2010;

® Le rapprochement entre les peuples a travers le développement des échanges entre les sociétés civiles
et la compréhension entre les cultures.

Concrétement, cing accords d’association sont entrés en vigueur. Plusieurs autres sont en cours de négo-
ciation. Ils devraient étre signés d’ici 2010. L'enjeu de la rencontre de Marseille en novembre 2000, ol se
tiendra le quatriéme sommet du processus Euromed, est la rauﬁcatlon de la « charte euro-méditerranéen-
ne pour la paix et la stabilité ».

Mais ces accords sont essentiellement a vocation économique. Les clauses « droits de I’Homme » doivent
systématiquement étre intégrées, s’imposer par rapport aux clauses économiques et &tre une condition
indispensable a I’application de ces accords.

L'Union a choisi de faire du respect des droits de 1’Homme un élément essentiel de ses relations com-
merciales et de sa coopération avec les pays tiers. Cela concerne autant les processus d’élargissement que
les accords d’association.

Les clauses « droits de I’Homme » prévues daris ces relations sont des outils potentiellement efficaces
pour promouvoir le respect de ces droits. Mais elles devraient étre assorties de mécanismes permanents,
réguliers et effectifs de contréle.

o Pour en savoir plus
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Gulf Arabs Sign Defense Pact, Soften Anti-Iraq Words

By Rawhi Abeidoh

MANAMA (Reuters) - Leaders of six oil-rich Gulf Arab states Sunday signed a long-delayed mutual defense pact
to fend off potential external attacks, but softened anti-Iraq rhetoric.

The pact calls for the defense resources of Gulf Cooperation Council (GGC) members Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the
United Arab Emirates, Oman, Bahrain and Qatar to be pooled. The six sit on over half of the world's oil reserves.
**This is the most important agreement signed by the GCC because for the first time it puts a legal framework to
this type of cooperation,” Bahrain's Foreign Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin Mubarak al-Khalifa told a news
conference after the summit.

Officials said the pact by the GCC, which failed to defend fellow member Kuwait when it was invaded by Iraq a
decade ago, would pave the way for a rapid deployment force to deter aggression. It also stipulates that an attack
on any member would be considered as an attack against all GCC states.

The Saudi-led GCC countries, which rely on the United States and other Western powers for their defense, have
spent billions of dollars to boost their armies since Iraq's 1990 invasion of Kuwait.

But efforts to expand a small Saudi-based joint force set up in 1986 have so far failed.
Softer Tone On Iraq

A final communique at the end of the two-day summit did not include the routine strong condemnation of Iraq
that has appeared in GCC statements since the Iraqi invasion. It urged Baghdad to open ““a comprehensive dia-
logue" with the U.N. Security Council to eliminate its weapons of mass destruction in a way that would lead to
the lifting of sanctions imposed on Iraq since 1990.

The communique said the GCC leaders would support any "humanitarian effort that would contribute to ease the
sufferings of the brotherly Iragi people.”

“*The GCC council affirms its determination to continue its efforts to eliminate these sufferings within the frame-
work of international resolutions."

Earlier GCC statements have regularly blamed Iraqi President Saddam Hussein and his regime for his country's
isolation.

Delegates said the softened language was a compromise between Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, which wanted to
maintain the crippling U.N. sanctions until Iraq obeyed all Security Council resolutions, and the UAE and Qatar,
which called for their end. “'It is somehow different from previous communiques,” Sheikh Mohammed said. *"It
contains a new spirit...We hope that Iraq will respond to U.N. resolutions so that we can achieve a settlement
agreeable to all.”

The delegates said the joint defense pact plan provided for the so-called **Peninsula Shield" force to be expanded
and equipped with a modern early warning system and a sophisticated communications network.

It stipulates raising the number of soldiers four to five times to at least 25,000, so that it becomes a rapid deploy-
ment force until other troops from the member states can join in to repel potential attacks,” one delegate told
Reuters.

The proposal was presented by Bahrain, which hosts the U.S. Navy's Fifth Fleet, and was swiftly supported by
Kuwait, the delegates said. The delegates said the plan had already been approved by Gulf Arab defense minis-
ters at a meeting in Riyadh in October.

* % % % % % * *
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