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* IRAN: PROTESTS IN KURDISTAN OVER

MAHSA AMINI'S DEATH TURN INTO A
NATIONWIDE UPRISING

* IRAQ: PERSISTENT POLITICAL STALE-
MATE; BEGINNING OF INTRA-SHIITE
APPEASEMENT, AS IRAN STRIKES AT ITS
KURDISH OPPOSITION EXILED IN IRAQI
KURDISTAN

* ROJAVA: CONTINUED TURKISH HARASS-
MENT; ISIS STILL ACTIVE

* TURKEY: IN AN INCREASINGLY TENSE
SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONTEXT, THE HDP
ANNOUNCES THE FORMATION OF A PRO-

GRESSIVE ALLIANCE

IRAN:

PROTESTS IN KURDISTAN OVER THE DEATH OF MAHSA AMINI
TURN INTO A NATIONWIDE UPRISING

fter an August crack-
down particularly tar-
geting the Baha'i com-
munity, Iran drew
attention in early
September with the sentencing to
death of two lesbian activists,
Zahra Sediqi Hamedani, 31, and
Elham Chubdar, 24, in Urmia, for,
among other things, “spreading cor-
ruption on earth", and “promoting
Christianity”. The human rights
organisation Hengaw notes in
reporting these convictions that
the judicial authorities in Urmia

are among the harshest on LGBT+
people. According to AFF, a third
woman, arrested on the same
charges and also detained in
Urmia prison, Soheila Ashrafi, 52,
was on the 6" awaiting her ver-
dict. This is reportedly the first
time that women have been sen-
tenced to death in Iran because of
their sexual orientation. On the
28, the independent experts of
the UN Human Rights Committee
called on Iran to “stay the execu-
tion” and “reverse their sentence as
soon as possible”. They have

received no response from Tehran
(AFP). In addition, according to
several NGOs, the arrival in power
of Raisi has led to a 25% increase in
death sentences throughout the
country (La Croix). For nearly 10
days at the beginning of
September, families of condemned
prisoners demonstrated through-
out the country to demand a halt
to their execution (Farda).

As for the possibility of an agree-
ment on the country’s nuclear pro-
gramme, after hopes of a rather




positive outcome at the end of
August, the beginning of this
month has been marked by pes-
simism, with Tehran accused of
dragging its feet. The United States
in particular has criticised the
Iranian response to the text sub-
mitted by the European Union as
“unconstructive” or even “leading
backwards”. Tehran is said to have
asked for the IAEA to abandon its
investigation into the origin of the
nuclear material discovered at its
three undeclared sites... The
prospect of reaching a signature
before the American mid-term
elections in November therefore
seems to be receding. In parallel
the IAEA indicated on the 7" that
the Iranian stock of highly
enriched uranium was increasing
rapidly while its inspection work
remained hampered (Al-Monitor).
On the 27th, Iranian Foreign
Minister Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian said that Iran was
ready to cooperate with the IAEA
on its 3 undeclared sites and that,
once the new nuclear agreement
signed, the agency’s inspectors
would have access “beyond safe-
quards” (Al-Monitor). However,
earlier this month, the Iranian
Defence Ministry said it had pro-
tected 51 cities in the country
against “biological, radiological and
chemical attacks” (AFP): one hence
wonders if these commitments are
true or if the regime is just trying
to buy time...

In Kurdistan, arrests, convictions
and killings of cross-border carri-
ers (kolbars) continued. In Ilam, the
activist Ahmed Darza was sen-
tenced at the beginning of this
month to 4 years and 4 months in
prison for “propaganda against the
state”. In Piranshahr, another
activist received 2 years and 7
months for “belonging to a Kurdish
opposition party”, and 7 people
were arrested in Bokan and
Sanandaj (WKI). On the 9th,
Amnesty International launched an
“urgent action” regarding the
Kurdish dissident Edris Feghi, vic-
tim of enforced disappearance
(https: / /www.amnesty.org/

fr/documents/mde13 /6020
/2022 /fr/). Declared dead by
state media during armed clashes
in July 2021 between members of
the Kurdish party PJAK and the
Pasdaran, but possibly only
wounded, Feghi has since report-
edly been identified by witnesses
in a Pasdaran detention centre in
Urmia. Officials have never
stopped torturing his relatives
with contradictory statements,
even encouraging them at one
point to apply for a visit...

In Sanandaj, Kurdish activist
Kazhal Nasri was sentenced to 5
years’ imprisonment for member-
ship in the PDKI, and in Mahabad,
Suda Khadirza was sentenced to 12
years’ imprisonment for the same
membership and for killing an
intelligence offlcer which she
denied. On the 19, security forces
arrested 6 Kurds in Piranshahr, and
another person was sentenced to 2
years and 7 months imprisonment
for membership in the PDKI (WKI).

The kolbars are always the target of
the repressive forces, who system-
atically open fire on them in the
mountains, even though they are
unarmed. According to a report by
Kolbernews, at least 26 kolbars have
died and 164 have been wounded
in the last 6 months, at least 80% of
them by the army or the pasdaran.
According to Kurdistan Human
Rights Network (KHRN), at least 46
kolbars have died in 2021, 17 killed
by Iranian forces and 4 by Turkish
forces. One minor kolbar commit-
ted suicide after border guards
confiscated his mules. Earlier this
month, 6 kolbars were wounded by
direct fire near Baneh and
Nowsud, in the week of the 12th
another was killed near Nowsud
and 3 others wounded, and
Turkish forces killed another
porter near Khoy. By the 131, the
Washington Kurdish Institute (WKI)
reported 16 wounded since early
September.

It should be noted that at the
beginning of the month, Kurdistan
experienced demonstrations by

women protesting against insecu-
rity, in a way premonitory of the
events that later concerned Mahsa
Amini... The demonstrations took
place after the death of a young
woman from Marivan, Silér Resul,
who was the victim of an attempt-
ed rape by a pro-regime man,
Goran Qassimpour. To escape him,
Resul had no choice but to throw
herself from a window. She died of
her injuries after five days in hos-
pital. According to the Hengaw
organisation, the protesters gath-
ered outside the Meriwan court-
house, chanting “We are all Siler.
We will avenge Siler’s blood”
(Kurdistan au Féminin). Several
Kurdish human rights organisa-
tions and political parties called
for Qassimpour to be brought to
justice and accused him of belong-
ing to the Pasdaran (WKI).

Iran is probably one of the only
countries where demonstrations
against insecurity do not denounce
outlaws, but those who are sup-
posed to maintain order, the
Revolutionary Guards (Pasdaran)...
This state of affairs was sadly
repeated a few days later, after a
young Kurdish woman of 22 years
old from Saqqez, Jina Mahsa
Amini, arrested on the 13M in the
capital by the dreaded “morality
police” (in Persian Gasht-e Ershad,
orlentatlon patrol”), died on the
16t in Tehran’s Kasra hospital
after being in a coma for three
days. The family had come to
spend a few days in the capital,
before the young girl entered uni-
versity in her region of origin.

Following the announcement of
her death, family members and
civilians gathered outside the hos-
pital to pay their respects and
protest. The security forces
attacked the gathering and arrest-
ed several people. On the 18, the
KHRN also alerted on the lack of
information on the fate of a Kurd
from Sanandaj residing in Tehran,
Zanyar Mohammadnezhad, who
had been arrested in front of the
hospital and held incommunicado
with several other people.
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This was followed by another
demonstration, held just after
Amini’s funeral on the 171 in her
home town of Saqqez, even before
a forensic doctor could examine
her. According to Fars news agen-
cy, the ceremony was followed by
slogans calling for an investiga-
tion, before thousands of the city’s
residents gathered in front of the
governor’s office with more slo-
gans and stone-throwing against
the building. Some women burned
their hijab. The rally was “dispersed
by security forces who fired tear gas”
(AEP). Then on the evening of the
181, “about 500 people gathered” in
Sanandaj, capital of the Kurdistan
province “and shouted slogans
against the country’s leaders”. The
demonstrators “smashed the win-
dows of some cars, set fire to rubbish
bins”, and again “the police used tear
gas to disperse the crowd” and made
arrests, Fars reported. These initial
demonstrations were followed by
many others, which quickly
spread from Kurdistan to the
whole country, and grew in size
until the end of the month, while
the controversy continued to grow
over the causes of the young
woman'’s death.

The Tehran police were quick to
claim that they bore no responsi-
bility for Amini’s death, stating
that “there was no physical contact”
between her and their officers. On
the same day that her death was
announced, state television broad-
cast a short surveillance video to
support this version. It showed a
woman, identified as Mahsa
Amini, collapsing suddenly in
what must have been a room in the
morality police detention centre as
she stood up to talk to a “female
instructor”. The television station
cited a sudden “heart problem”, but
this explanation did not convince
the protesters: it is difficult to find
an Iranian woman or man in the
country who has not been con-
fronted in his or her life with the
brutal attitude of this unit aimed at
enforcing the “Islamic” norms of
dress that the government seeks to
impose. The official agency Fars

itself echoed this: many Iranians
were immediately “convinced that
Mahsa died under torture”.

The father of the young victim,
Amjad Amini, told Iraq’s Kurdish
channel Ridaw on the 19 that his
daughter had been “beaten inside a
police vehicle while in custody, which
led to her premature death”. In sup-
port of this statement, he quoted
this testimony: “The women in the
ambulance said that she was hit on the
head”. He added that the authori-
ties had refused to give him the
results of the autopsy. The family
was also quick to deny all allega-
tions about the girl’s medical his-
tory, heart problems, brain tumour
etc, designed to clear the police...
“Her body was well covered so we
couldn’t see the bruises, especially on
her legs”, her father told the Iranian
website Rouydad24 in an interview.
“The girls who were in the police van
with Mahsa called me to tell me that
she had been physically abused by the
police”. Much later in the month,
on the 28th, this version of events
was confirmed to AFP by Erfan
Mortezayi, Jina Mahsa Amini’s
cousin in Iraqi Kurdistan. He said
he got his information from the
victim’s mother, who was contact-
ed by telephone: the police officers
slapped the girl in front of her
brother, before hitting her with a
stick “on the hands and legs”. After
neutralising the brother by pep-
per-spraying his face, they put
Mahsa in a van where the beatings
continued: “When they hit her on the
head with the stick, she lost conscious-
ness”. Moreover, once at the deten-
tion centre, she was not taken to
hospital immediately: “It took at
least another hour and a half before she
was taken to hospital”, said
Mortezayi (AFP).

The suspicious death caused a
huge stir throuéhout the country:
on the 18, the hashtag
#Mahsa_Amini in Persian was at
the top of the trends with almost
1.5 million tweets, and the case
was on the front page of almost all
newspapers. Protests demanding
“clarification” began at several uni-

versities, including Tehran and
Shahid Beheshti (Tasnim). In
Tehran, on the evening of the 19&‘,
on Hejab Street (“Islamic Veil
Street”), hundreds of people gath-
ered, again chanting slogans, with
women removing their hijab and
shouting “Death to the Islamic
Republic”. BBC footage showed
other women also removing their
headscarves and shouting “Death
to the dictator”, in reference to the
Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei.

In Kurdistan, despite the threats of
the regime, which sent many
troops there, the towns went on
general strike: Saqqez, of course,
where Amini was from, but also
Sanandaj, Baneh, Bokan,
Divandareh, Jawanro, Kamyaran,
Kermanshah, Mahabad, Marivan,
Naghadeh, Oshnavieh, Ourmia,
Piranshahr... Quite often, women
took the lead in the protests with,
among other things, the well-
known slogan “Woman, life, free-
dom!” (“Jin, Jiyan, Azadi!”), well
known to those who have fol-
lowed the Rojava revolution from
a distance. Many of them were
injured by the attacks of the
repressive forces. According to the
Hengaw organisation, in Saqqez,
another demonstration resulted in
the death of 2 participants when
security forces opened fire on the
crowd with live ammunition,
while 2 others were also shot dead
in Divandarreh (Reuters). On the
20th 215 people had been injured
across Iranian Kurdistan (WKI).

Faced with the scale of the reac-
tions, President Raisi telephoned
the girl’s family on the evening of
the 18t to assure them that he
would “continue the investigation
until the case is clarified” (AFP), and
the next day the representative of
the Supreme Guide in Kurdistan,
Abdolreza Pourzahabi, went to the
family home in Saqqez. These ges-
tures, reflecting the concern of the
authorities, had no effect on the
demonstrations. On the 21St, in
Kermanshah, in Kurdistan, 2 new
demonstrators were killed, bring-
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ing the official death toll to 6, but
in the evening, according to the
IRNA agency, the demonstrators
again “took to the streets of some fif-
teen cities in Iran, blocking traffic, set-
ting fire to bins and police vehicles,
throwing stones at the security forces
and chanting slogans against the gov-
ernment. The police used tear gas and
made arrests to disperse the crowd”
(AFP). The demonstrations went
on well into the night. Many
women no longer wore their head-
scarves, and some even burned
them in the middle of the street, to
applause. Some Iranian women
also “decided to cut their hair to show
their indignation”.

“This is the first time I have seen
this”, political scientist and sociol-
ogist Mahnaz Shirali told the Swiss
daily Le Temps. According to her,
the case has shattered the cautious
retreat of the youth: “The youth is
waking up after having taken refuge
in indifference, a self-defence mecha-
nism. [...|But Mahsa Amini’s death
was a huge shock, because she was
innocence itself. She was not politi-
cised. All the Iranian women who had
to deal with the morality police
thought that they could have suffered
the same fate”.

Faced with the public’s anger, sev-
eral government officials showed
their concern by taking unusually
critical stances towards the Gasht-e
Ershad: MP Jalal Rashidi Koochi
questioned its usefulness, his col-
league Moeenoddin Saeedi indi-
cated his intention to call for its
abolition, and the Speaker of
Parliament, Mohammad Bagher
Ghalibaf, deemed that the conduct
of this unit needed to be investi-
gated to avoid other similar cases...
On the 17th, a senior Shiite cleric,
Ayatollah Asadollah Bayat
Zanjani, described the police’s
behaviour as “illegal, irrational and
illegitimate” ... At the same time,
those responsible for the crack-
down began to make threats. The
governor of Tehran, Mohsen
Mansouri, said on Twitter that the
demonstrations in the capital were
“organised with the sole aim of creat-

ing unrest”... (AFP) Everywhere,
the forces of repression began to
shoot into the crowd, but first in
Kurdistan, where the demonstra-
tions had started.

According to statistics collected
by the Kurdistan Human Rights
Network (KHRN), by the 20nd 4t
least 12 demonstrators had been
killed in Urmia, Oshnavieh,
Piranshahr, Divandareh, Saqqez,
Dehgolan and Kermanshah. In
particular, in the village of Balu,
near Urmia, the Bassij (Islamic
militia) opened fire on a group of
young demonstrators, seriously
injuring 4 of them, one of whom
later died in Urmia hospital
(WKI). On the same day, it was
reported that the police had fired
on the crowd during clashes on
the evening of the 215! in
Mashhad (AFP). At the same
time, the authorities, who had
already deliberately slowed
down internet connections, com-
pletely blocked them in several
provinces, including Kurdistan,
but also in Tabriz, as well as
social networks: this hinders
coordination between protesters
and avoids the dissemination
abroad of images embarrassing
to the regime. This has led NGOs
to fear an even more violent
repression, as in November 2019,
when the regime took advantage
of the internet blackout to
repress the protests caused by
the increase in fuel prices almost
behind closed doors, with a
death toll of at least 300...

Indeed, on the 2204, Amnesty
International denounced a “brutal
repression”, reporting against the
demonstrators an “illegal use of
bullets, steel balls, tear gas, water
cannons and beatings with sticks” ...
That same day, in response to
those whom the pasdaran
described as “rioters” and
“counter-revolutionaries”, obeying
a “conspiracy of the enemy”, the
authorities organised a counter-
demonstration in Tehran in
favour of wearing the hijab. The
demonstrators marched with

Iranian flags and chanted slo-
gans such as: “Death to the plot-
ters” or “Advocating the end of the
veil is the policy of the Americans”
(Le Monde).

On the 23' the NGO Iran
Human Rights announced that
the repression had left at least 50
people dead throughout the
country (Le Monde), despite an
official death toll limited to 17,
including police officers. The
Kurdish human rights organisa-
tion Hengaw reported that in the
Kurdish town of Oshnavieh, the
security forces had fired on
demonstrators during the night
of the 22" to the 23™ with “semi-
heavy weapons” (AFP). But the
repressive escalation did not pre-
vent the evening demonstra-
tions, which had become a daily
occurrence, from spreading to
nearly 80 towns on Saturday 24.
There were reports of beatings of
members of the security forces,
bomb attacks on “morality
police” offices, and police vehi-
cles set on fire. Officers some-
times shot or threw tear gas into
flat windows (New York Times),
but more importantly, live fire at
protesters became a regular
occurrence. According to
Hengaw, the demonstrators took
control of a large part of
Oshnavieh - something the
authorities denied, although
they acknowledged that “rioters
[there] had attacked three bassij
bases” (AFP). The Washington
Kurdish Institute (WKI) reported,
however, that most of the towns
in Kurdistan were put under cur-
few...

On the 25", after 10 days of
demonstrations, the head of the
judiciary, Gholamhossein
Mohseni Ejei, threatened the
demonstrators again, insisting
on “the need to act without any
leniency” towards the instigators
of the “riots” (AFP). On the night
of 25th to 26th, rallies and clashes
shook 30 of the country’s 31
provinces, as the movement
entered its tenth consecutive day.
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There were demonstrations on 22
university gcampuses (Le Monde).
On the 26, according to Tasnim
(a news website close to the pas-
daran), 1,200 arrests of “rioters”
were made, most of them in the
north of the country, notably in
Mazanderan and Gilan (Le
Courrier Picard). In the different
cities of Kurdistan, at least 898
demonstrators were injured
(Hengaw) and 18 killed, and in
the whole country, the death toll
was “at least 76, [including] 6
women and 4 children” (Iran
Human Rights).

“What is happening should not be
reduced to demonstrations”, a
sociologist living in Tehran who
prefers to remain anonymous
told the newspaper Le Monde on
27 September. “Iran is experienc-
ing a continuous, broad and gener-
alised phenomenon, where protesters
do not hesitate to respond to the vio-
lence of the military forces with vio-
lence. We are now witnessing an
uprising”, he said. The fear and
fatalism that had dominated
after the great repression of 2019
seemed to have disappeared.
That same day, the Tasnim agen-
cy announced the arrest in
Tehran of the daughter of former
president Rafsanjani, Faezeh
Hachemi, for “inciting rioters to
demonstrate” .

On the 28™, while the family of
Jina Mahsa Amini filed a com-
plaint against the police, the
demonstrations continued. At
the same time, the police
renewed their threats, warning
that they would oppose with “all
their strength” the “conspiracies of
counter-revolutionaries and hostile
elements” (AFP). That day, the
regime showed how worried it
was about the generalisation of
the protests and their rapid
transformation into a direct chal-
lenge to its very existence. After
several strikes on the 25t and
26th on Iraqi Kurdistan Region

border area, it launched a large-
scale attack on Kurdish opposi-
tion parties in this Region, where
20 drones loaded with explosives
caused, at first count, 9 deaths
and 32 injuries (AFP). The aim
was clearly to draw the Kurdish
parties, PDKI and Komala, into a
military confrontation, with the
message also directed at non-
Kurdish demonstrators in the
country to break their unity: “By
demonstrating, you are playing into
the hands of the Kurdish separatists,
you are opening the door to the dis-
memberment of the country”... The
former deputy secretary general
of the PDKI, Asso Hassanzadeh,
reacted by calling to avoid the
militarisation of the protest
movement and to maintain its
unity (Le Monde).

From the evening of the 29th
onwards, the increasing brutality
of the repression and the suppres-
sion of social networks that had
allowed protesters to coordinate
did lead to a certain decrease in
their numbers, but did not suc-
ceed in containing the movement.
Participants in rallies started to
adapt in order to avoid arrest, for
example by demonstrating from
their cars or chanting slogans from
the roof or balcony of their build-
ing. In addition, new forms of
movement emerged, as teachers,
students and Uber drivers
announced strikes (Al-Monitor). In
response, the authorities intensi-
fied the pressure on symbolic tar-
gets, such as celebrities who had
declared their support for the
movement, filmmakers, athletes,
musicians and actors, who were
accused of “fanning the flames of the
riots”, as well as journalists. For
example, a journalist who had
covered Jina Mahsa Amini’s
funeral and another who had
helped publicise the case after
going to the hospital where she
was in a coma were both arrested.
On the 30, the Washington-based
Committee to Protect Journalists

announced at least 29 arrests of
journalists. Former Persepolis FC
footballer Hossein Maahini and
former state TV host Mahmoud
Shahriari were arrested for sup-
porting the protests on social
media. On the 30t . as the move-
ment entered its third week, esti-
mates of the number of victims of
the repression reached at least 83
dead according to Iran Human
Rights. Amnesty International
denounced the “ruthless” violence
of the repressive forces, ranging
from live ammunition to beatings,
lead bullets and sexual violence
against women. The authorities
announced they had arrested
more than 1,200 people since the
beginning of the movement.
Among the latest arrested is singer
Shervin Hajipour, whose song
Baraye (“For”), made up of tweets
about the protests, went viral on
Instagram. In Zahedan, in a
Baloch-populated region near the
Afghan and Pakistani borders,
police opened fire on protesters
throwing stones at a police sta-
tion, killing several people,
though the number was not
immediately known. But state
television reported “exchanges of
fire” that left 19 people dead and
20 wounded, including the local
head of Pasdaran intelligence.
Later in the day, the Ministry of
Intelligence announced the arrest
of “nine nationals from Germany,
Poland, Italy, France, the
Netherlands, Sweden, etc.”, arrested
“at the scene of riots or having been
involved in them” (AFP). The gov-
ernment  has incessantly
denounced a “foreign plot” since
the beginning of the demonstra-
tions.

At the end of September, the
government, despite an increas-
ingly ruthless repression, had
not managed to stop a move-
ment that was increasingly
resembling a real popular insur-
rection against the Islamic
Republic.

>>>>>
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IRAQ:

PERSISTENT POLITICAL STALEMATE; BEGINNING OF INTRA-SHIITE
APPEASEMENT, AS IRAN STRIKES AT ITS KURDISH OPPOSITION EXILED IN

n 7 September, the Iraqi

Federal Supreme Court

refused the request of a

Sadrist MP to dissolve

the Baghdad parlia-
ment. This is obviously a setback
for Moqtada al-Sadr, whose
influence over a large part of the
Shiite population however
remains considerable.

The struggle between Sadr and
his opponents in the pro-Iranian
“Coordination Framework” has
now shifted to what might be
called a “theological” level, with
the question of who should be
the supreme religious authority
(marja) in Iraq followed by the
Shiites. The answer is obviously
highly political, as Sadr’s former
professor of Islamic studies,
Grand Ayatollah Kadhim al-
Haeri, has called for obedience
o0... Iran’s Supreme Leader Ali
Khamenei! Sadr immediately
retorted that “the sacred city of
Najaf is the centre of the marja”, a
clear reference to Grand
Ayatollah Ali Sistani, who till
now did not express himself on
the political situation (Rildaw).

While Baghdad has regained a
certain calm after Sadr’s “resig-
nation”, in Basra, clashes
between the Sadrist militias of
Sayara  al-Salam  (“Peace
Brigades”) and the pro-Iranian
Asaib Ahl al-Haq have left 4 dead.
In parallel, a member of parlia-
ment filed a complaint with the
Supreme Court against the
Speaker of Parliament
Mohammed al-Halbousi for hav-
ing accepted the collective resig-
nation of Sadrist MPs in June by
an “undemocratic” decree...

According to the Kurdish news
channel Ridaw, the two camps,
each well aware of the other’s
power and of their own limits,
have entered an observation

IRAQI KURDISTAN

phase, which might allow to
hope that the spectre of a descent
into the violence of an intra-
Shiite civil war has been averted
for the moment. But neither the
tensions nor the stalemate are
over. Sadr refused to send a rep-
resentative to the second session
of the “national dialogue” organ-
ised by Prime Minister Mustafa
Al-Qadhimi. It is therefore
unlikely that there will be any
negotiations to establish a coali-
tion government.

The near future revolves around
the following question: what will
Moqtada al-Sadr’s former allies
in parliament, the Sunnis of the
Tagaddum (“Progress”) party of
the parliament Speaker
Mohammad al-Halbousi and the
Kurds of the KDP, the two largest
parties in their respective com-
munities, do? The sudden resig-
nation of their Sadrist allies had
left them somewhat isolated.
Sadr would have liked them to
resign their deputies as well, but
they were careful not to engage
in this “institutional suicide”.
Since then, the parties of the
Coordination Framework have
been urging them to reactivate
the parliament and participate in
the formation of a government
without the Sadrist bloc.

If PDK and Tagaddum share with
the Sadrists their wish to hold
new elections, they consider it
necessary that the polls follow
“the formation of a government with
full authority”, as they expressed
it on the 11" in a joint commu-
niqué welcomed by the
Coordination Framework, which
is more or less on the same posi-
tion (AFP). The most likely possi-
bility would therefore be the
holding of new elections, before
or after the formation of a transi-
tional government in charge of
preparing them. In opposition to

the formation of such a govern-
ment, the Sadrists continue to
call for the immediate dissolu-
tion of parliament, which would
lead to early legislative elections.
For their part, their opponents in
the “Coordination Framework”
reiterated on the 12" their sup-
port for their candidate for Prime
Minister, Mohamed Chia al-
Soudani: it is precisely his name
that had inflamed the Sadrists in
late July (AFP).

One of the side effects of this
long crisis is the confirmation of
the political importance of the
Kurds (and notably those of the
KDP) at the national level. Thus
the ]omt announcement of the
1% on “the importance of holding
early elections” was made from
Erbil, where the KDP leader,
Massoud Barzani, had received
Mohammed Al-Halbousi and the
leader of the Alliance for
Sovereignty, Khamis Al-Khanjar
(KurdPress).

The period of the Shiite Arba’in
ceremony and pilgrimage, dur-
ing which parliament did not
meet, provided some calm.
Immediately after the conclusion
of this event, on the 17th, the
Coordination Framework
resumed negotiations to form the
government. On the 25th , a
source in the Coordination
Framework told Al-Monitor that
an agreement had been reached
with the Tagaddum - PDK
alliance. By then, the focus was
back on a consensus govern-
ment, which would share posi-
tions among all political parties
according to their seats: this is
precisely the formula Sadr is
most opposed to, as he sees it as
the source of the corruption
plaguing the country. This
power-sharing would be carried
out within the framework of a
new alliance, called the Coalition
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for State Administration.
Provincial elections would be
held before the next national
elections, and the electoral law
would be amended. There was
still no agreement on the names
of a President and a Prime
Minister.

Concerning the first post, tradi-
tionally given to a Kurd, the two
Kurdish parties, KDP and PUK,
are still not in agreement, each
defending its own candidate: the
Kurdistan Interior Minister,
Ahmed Ribber, for the KDP,
while the PUK wants a second
term for the outgoing President
Barham Salih.

The Coordination Framework
hoped that eventually the
Sadrists would agree to partici-
pate in the government forma-
tion process. As of the 26, Sadr
had not yet reacted to these latest
developments. The first session
of parliament since 23 July, just
before it was occupied for a
month by Sadrist demonstrators
was held on the 28", despite a
tense security situation: Iranian
strikes on Iraqi Kurdistan, rocket
fire on the “Green Zone” at the
same time as the MPs were delib-
erating, which injured 7 mem-
bers of the security forces. The
Sadrist current condemned these
shootings, which were not
claimed. In addition, several
hundred Sadr supporters,
opposed to the resumption of a
parliament whose dissolution
they demand, tried to enter the
secure area again to prevent the
session from taking place. They
had to be repelled with tear gas
and stun grenades, in clashes
where a hundred members of the
police and 11 civilians were
injured (AFP). The parliamentary
session, however, helped to con-
solidate the position of Al-
Halboussi, whose resignation
was rejected. The deputies also
appointed an independent Kurd
as deputy speaker of the parlia-
ment to replace a resigned

Sadrist lawmaker. However, the
session failed to elect a new
Speaker (WKI).

On the 30'M, Baghdad was
preparing for demonstrations
scheduled for Saturday 1%t
October to commemorate the
third anniversary of the 2019
popular anti-corruption upris-
ing, potentially the largest
demonstrations ever held in the
country, as supporters of the
“Tishrin” movement as well as
Sadrists are expected to attend
(The National - UAE).

On the still delicate issue of rela-
tions between the Kurdistan
Region and the federal govern-
ment, the 28-point agreement
adopted as the basis of the new
alliance for the formation of a
new government provides for
the adoption of new laws on oil
and gas (WKI). Moreover, the
Americans became involved in
the issue of hydrocarbon man-
agement, pushing for a compro-
mise. On her return from Iragq,
Deputy US Secretary of State
Barbara Leaf said that
Washington was taking “no legal
or constitutional position” on the
Iraqi Supreme Court decision
invalidating the KRG's oil con-
tracts, but feared that “hasty”
implementation of the decision
would “[drive] US and other com-
panies out of Iraq", with disastrous
economic consequences far
beyond Iraqi Kurdistan...” (US
Department of State). Indeed, sev-
eral American companies with-
drew from Iraq this summer, and
on 15 September, the French
group Total Energies sold its
shares in the Sarsang oil field in
Kurdistan to the company
ShaMaran.

On the 26th, the Second Deputy
Speaker of the Iraqgi Parliament,
Shakhawan Abdullah, reported
that Sunnis, Kurds and the
Coordination Framework were
working on the formation of a
coalition that would draft a long-

awaited oil and gas law agreed
by the Iraqi and Kurdish govern-
ments, a demand partlcularly
made by the KDP. On the 28th,
the US called again on Iraq and
the Kurdistan Region to work
together to resolve the current oil
and gas disputes (Rildaw).

As the Iraqi parliament was
meeting for the first time since
June, the Iranian Revolutionary
Guards (Pasdaran) launched a
series of missile strikes in Iraqi
Kurdistan against the Iranian
Kurdish opposition in exile, with
a first toll of 9 dead and 32
injured. The targets included the
headquarters of the PDKI
(Kurdistan Democratic Party of
Iran) near Koya, that of the
Komala party in the village of
Zewrgiz, 15 km from
Suleimaniyeh, and twice, in the
morning and afternoon, that of
the Kurdistan Freedom Party
(PAK) in the village of Sherawa
(Pirde, south of Erbil). The sec-
ond strike on Sherawa, carried
out by 4 suicide drones, left 6
dead and 5 injured, including a
journalist who had come to cover
the first bombing (WKI). “The
area we are in has been hit by ten
drone strikes,” a Komala official
told AFP, while another said
there were 16 drones. In Tehran,
state television said the strikes
had targeted “several headquarters
of separatist terrorists” (AFP).

Baghdad announced the
“urgent” summoning of the
Iranian ambassador to protest
against the attacks, which also
caused civilian casualties. The
PDKI reported two deaths in its
ranks, indicating that the strikes
had also targeted the settlements
of women and children. The
KRG in a statement “strongly con-
demmned [...] these continuous
attacks that lead to the death of civil-
ians” and called “for an end to
these violations” (AFP). On the
evening of the 29, according to
the anti-terrorist services of Iraqi
Kurdistan, the death toll had
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risen to at least 13, including a
pregnant woman, and 58
wounded, the majority of whom
were civilians, including women
and children under the age of 10.
On the same day, it was learned
that an American national was
among the dead.

The condemnations of these
attacks followed one another:
after Baghdad, Washington,
which spoke of “shameless”
strikes and warned Tehran
against new attacks, Berlin,
which described them as “unac-
ceptable", then on the 29th,
London, before Paris, then on the
30th, the European Union. The
State Department said that the
United States “[would]continue
to apply sanctions and take other
measures to stop Iran’s destabilising
activities in the region”, without
further details (AFP).

Ignoring these condemnations,
the Revolutlonary Guards indi-
cated on the 30" that they would
continue their attacks against the
Kurdish opposition in Iraq until
these “terrorist groups are dis-
armed”, specifically asking the
KRG to expel them from its terri-
tory (WKI).

Unfortunately, Northern Iraq,
including the Kurdistan Region,
is not only a victim of Iranian
strikes. This month it has also
suffered numerous Turkish
strikes and attacks by ISIS.
Emotions and anger were high
throughout the country after the
indiscriminate Turkish strike that
killed 9 Arab tourists in Zakho
on 20 July. On 1%t September, the
Iraqi Defence Minister, Juma
Inad, announced the formation
of a border brigade based in
Erbil and charged with protect-
ing the Kurdistan region and the
border with Turkey. According
to the NGO Peacemaker Teams,
military offensives launched by
Turkey in the region have killed
at least 123 civilians since 2015
(RojInfo). According to the Iraqi
Ministry of Defence, the Turkish

army has penetrated up to 105
km deep into the mountainous
regions of Iraqi Kurdistan, and
has installed more than 40 bases
and more than 4,000 soldiers in
Iraq (Ritdaw). Despite Baghdad’s
firm statements, it seems unlike-
ly that Iraq will exercise concrete
sanctions against Ankara. This is
evidenced by the visit to
Baghdad of the head of the MIT
(Turkish Intelligence), the first
high-level Turkish visit since the
Zakho massacre. Arrlvmg in the
Iraqi capital on the 10th “Hakan
Fidan met the three most impor-
tant figures of the state:
President Barham Saleh, Prime
Minister Mustafa Al-Kadhimi
and the Speaker of the
Parliament Mohammad Al-
Halbousi. The content of the
talks was not revealed, but
according to Ridaw, Fidan told
his interlocutors of Ankara’s
willingness to continue its opera-
tions against the PKK on Iraqi
territory... Fidan also met again
with the head of the
“Sovereignty Alliance” (Sunni)
Khamis al-Khanjar, whom he
had already met in Ankara in
February, provoking the anger of
the pro-Iranian parties, attentive
to the Turkish influence on the
Iraqi Sunni parties... (WKI).

The very day after this visit, a YBS
vehicle was targeted twice in the
morning by a Turkish drone near
Xanesor, in the Yezidi region of
Shengal (Sindjar), not far from an
Iraqi army base. The YBS reported
no casualties (Rojlnfo), but the
Washington Kurdish Institute
(WKI) reported that a Turkish
drone strike on al-Shemal district
killed 3 YBS that same day,
although it is unclear whether it
was the same attack. In addition,
Ankara announced the death of 4
of its soldiers in fighting with the
PKK in Iraqi Kurdistan. On the
23'd another drone strike in
Sindjar, this time targeting the
YBS headquarters in Karaziz, left
2 people injured, including 1 civil-
ian. According to the local police,
only a few guards were present in

the building, which had recently
been evacuated (WKI).

The Turkish state agency Anatolia
also reported on the 16" that the
MIT had abducted two residents
of the Makhmour refugee camp,
accused of belon%mg to the PKK.
Finally, on the 25, the Turkish air
force bombed several areas near
Ameéd? (Dohouk), and the next
day 6 different places in the dis-
trict of Mawat (Suleimaniyeh),
terrifying the residents of several
villages.

Moreover, even if their activities
are no longer in the headlines,
ISIS jihadists are still present in
some areas of the disputed territo-
ries between Baghdad and Erbil.
On the evening of 2 September, a
suspected jihadist opened fire in
Qaradagh (Suleimaniyeh) on local
police and Asayish (security),
injuring 10 people. The Asayish
said they shot the attacker who
refused to surrender. On the 15,
in the midst of the Shiite Arba’in
ceremony, jihadists fired mortars
at the mausoleum of Imam Zain
al-Abdin in Daqoug.

On the 14" | the peshmerga con-
ducted a large security operation
between Kirkuk and
Chamchamal to find the remains
of a Kurd kidnapped earlier this
month by ISIS, without success.
Recently, the jihadists have
extended their activities to the
areas between Kirkuk and
Suleimaniyeh. Also in Kirkuk
province, on the 17", jihadists
wounded 3 policemen on patrol
in Rashad.

In addition, 4 unknown drones
flew over Peshmerga positions in
the Qara Hanjeer district of
Kirkuk. The latter fired on them
after making sure that they were
neither Iraqi nor American.
According to activists, they
belong to the Turkish MIT, which
has been very active in Kirkuk
since October 2017.

Following the increase in attacks
by ISIS, the Chief of Staff of the
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Armed Forces, General Abdul
Amir Yarlla, went to Kirkuk for
security talks. While an agree-
ment was reached more than a
year ago between Baghdad and
Erbil for the deployment of a joint
Iraqi-Kurdish force in the disput-
ed areas, the Iraqi Ministry of
Defence has still not implemented
it despite the continuous deterio-
ration of the security situation. On
the 19th, the Iraqi Defence
Minister in turn visited Kirkuk to
discuss security...

Jihadists have also been active in
the Khanaqin region on the
Iranian border. The Hamrin
Mountains continue to serve as
their sanctuary. On the 16", a

jihadist leader responsible for the
kidnapping and subsequent mur-
der of an Iraqi officer was killed
by an air strike. In addition, the
arrival in the district of 15,000 pil-
grims from Iran to participate in
Arba’in in Kerbela forced the post-
ponement of a planned joint Iraqi-
Kurdish military operation near
Khanagin after the recent increase
in attacks by ISIS. On the 26th,
after another Iraqi air strike near
Hamrin Lake, clashes broke out
between jihadists and an army
unit that had come to inspect the
area. Five ISIS members and one
soldier were killed.

Finally, in the disputed territories
that came back under Baghdad’s

control in October 2017, the Kurds
are still facing the resumption of
the Arabisation policy carried out
by Saddam Hussein in his time. In
Kirkuk, the recent recruitment
process for a thousand civil ser-
vants showed such blatant dis-
crimination against Kurds and in
particular Kakais, that following
the numerous complaints
received, the Ministry of Finance
ordered its suspension on the
16 On the 29, medical gradu-
ates from Kirkuk demonstrated in
front of the office of the Baghdad-
appointed interim governor, who
had ordered the suspension of the
employment of all those without
identity cards issued in the
province...

ROJAVA:

CONTINUED TURKISH HARASSMENT; ISIS STILL ACTIVE

o far, the Turkish presi-

dent’s efforts to secure

the possibility of

launching a new inva-

sion of northern Syria
have not been successful.
Sponsored by his great Russian
friend, Mr Erdogan has never-
theless gone as far as he can in
his rapprochement with the
Syrian regime, even provoking
anti-Turkish opposition demon-
strations in Syrian territories
controlled by Ankara. At the end
of August, he reiterated his will-
ingness to complete the already
existing “Security Zones”: “We
will not stop our struggle until we
have secured our southern borders
from end to end with a 30-kilometre
deep corridor”. As Al-Monitor
notes, this statement sounds
more like an expression of frus-
tration than a realistic plan.
Indeed, Damascus has made any
progress on the issue of armed
Kurdish groups conditional on a
total Turkish withdrawal from
Syria and an end to Ankara’s
support for “armed rebel groups”.
Turkey is still aiming at the revi-
sion of the Adana Agreement,
signed in October 1998 under
pressure from Ankara shortly
after the expulsion by Syria of

Abdullah Ocalan. While Ankara
believes that this agreement
gives it the right to pursue the
PKK to a depth of 5 kilometres
into Syrian territory, the Syrians
have never accepted this inter-
pretation, which is actually not
in the published text. It is there-
fore highly unlikely that
Damascus will accede to
demands to a depth of 30 km!
The Syrians interpret the recent
Turkish diplomatic contortions
mainly as signals for the
President’s internal use in view
of the upcoming elections.

Thanks to Russia’s good offices,
the two intelligence chiefs,
Hakan Fidan for Turkey and Ali
Mamlouk for Syria, did meet at
the beginning of the month, but
the Intelligence Online website,
which reported the information
on the 7th, notes that “The results
were not convincing, but the meet-
ing at least allowed Ankara and
Damascus to set out their
demands” ...

If the regime keeps Ankara at
bay, however, it will certainly
continue to play the Turkish
threat to try to force the
Autonomous Administration of

North-East Syria (AANES), dom-
inated by the PYD Kurds, to
accept increased control. Again,
success is not guaranteed for
Bashar Al-Assad. At least in the
medium term, a direct attack by
the Syrian army on the Syrian
Democratic Forces (SDF) appears
unlikely. One reason is that,
despite Moscow’s support, the
regime remains fragile, while
militarily Russia now has many
other concerns than Syria.
Moreover, no amount of military
support can prevent the worsen-
ing economic situation, the real
problem for Damascus. Finally,
even on a more limited footing,
the US military presence contin-
ues in the territories adminis-
tered by the AANES through the
anti-ISIS coalition. To all this
must be added, as the head of
the FDS, Mazloum Abdi,
declared on the 9th, the fact that
“Turkish forces are busy with the
operation launched in Iraqi
Kurdistan” (Le Monde).

Although the situation in the
Middle East, with the protests in
Iran and the continuing instabili-
ty in Iraq, has somewhat over-
shadowed the fight against ISIS,
the Islamic organisation is still
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very much present, particularly
in Syria, and the American-led
coalition, of which the SDF is the
essential ground element, is
therefore still relevant and
active. The coalition has been
reinforced this month, with the
arrival of military convoys
escorted by armoured vehicles
and helicopters from Iraql
Kurdistan on the 9t and 15th,
The Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights (SOHR) reported
the presence on each occasion of
nearly 50 vehicles packed with
logistical supplies, various
equipment and fuel tanks, which
reached the coalition’s military
bases near Hasakeh.

Certainly to Ankara’s displea-
sure, the coalition conducted
joint military exercises with the
SDF in early September in the
Derik region, in the middle of the
Syria-Turkey-Iraq border trian-
gle. They included firing heavy
and medium weapons with live
ammunition and exercises in
reconnaissance and tracking the
movement of terrorist cells, to
“strike them and prevent them from
posing a threat to the population”
(SOHR). While similar manoeu-
vres had already taken place in
the Deir Ezzor region, they are
absolutely unprecedented in this
strategically very sensitive bor-
der region for Ankara.

Unable to launch a new large-
scale operation in northern Syria,
Turkey had to content itself with
continuing its harassment of
AANES territories from East to
West all along the front line.

In the province of Hasakeh, the
Christian region of Tall Tamr, not
far from the strategic M4 motor-
way, was as always particularly
targeted. On the 15¢ of the month,
the SOHR reported new bomb-
ings on the town’s power station,
which the Turkish-Jihadists put
out of service for the Nth time,
also causing new displacements
of frightened civilians. These
bombings continued in the fol-

lowing days, also affecting the
area of Seré Kaniyé (Ras al-Ain).
On the 6™, the Assyrian village
of Tel Tawel was particularly tar-
geted, but was not the only one.
After a precarious calm of 2-3
days, the Turkish army resumed
firing on the 9th, while SDF
Special Forces carried out an
infiltration operation against the
“National Army” in this area,
resulting in the death of 23 of its
fighters. In retaliation, the
Turkish army and its auxiliaries
struck the Assyrian village of Al-
Tawela to the west of Tal Tamr
with heavy artillery, without
causing any casualties. Artillery
fire continued on v1llages in this
area until at least the 17 of the
month.

The newspaper Le Monde report-
ed on the 25" that near Tall
Tamr, Turkish and SDF lines face
each other a few hundred metres
apart, separated by Syrian
regime and Russian soldiers. A
Syriac fighter from the Christian
“Khabur Guardians” force, affili-
ated to the SDF, criticised the
inaction of both the West and the
Russians in the face of the
Turkish attacks: “Why do the
Americans let the Turks do it? We
did not defeat the IS [ISIS] to let the
Turks occupy our territory. As for
the Russians, although they are
present on the ground, according
to him they are not playing their
role as guarantors of the ceasefire
at all. As for the regime’s soldiers
deployed between the lines, they
constitute for him a very poor
protection: “They raise the flag and
that’s all. They have no heavy
weapons, they can’t do anything.
They are just civilians forced to be in
the army”... Sometimes they flee
in the face of an attack, forcing
the SDF to go to the front. While
the 2019 ceasefire agreement pro-
vided for the exclusion of the
Assyrian villages installed in
chain along the Khabur River,
only 4 of the 33 villages are still
inhabited. The others have been
evacuated due to the continuous
Turkish bombardment.

On the 27th, a drone strike in Al-
Rumaiyan, near Qamishli, close
to one of the oldest and most
important bases of the anti-ISIS
coalition, where US military per-
sonnel are stationed, hit a mili-
tary vehicle containing 2 AANES
officials, both of whom were
killed. As of this date, the SOHR
counted 59 Turkish drone strikes
on AANES territory since the
beginning of the year, killing 11
civilians, including 7 children,
and 56 fighters, plus 93 wounded
(https: / / www.syriahr.com

[en /269240 / ).

Further west, in the province of
Aleppo, after a period of calm
following the 23 August meeting
in Kobané between a Coalition
delegation and SDF comman-
ders, exchanges of fire resumed
on 2 September between the “Al-
Bab Military Council” (which
aims to regain control of this
Turkish-occupied town) and the
Turkish military and its Syrian
auxiliaries, and lasted several
days. On the 18, reportedly in
response to Syrian army artillery
fire, the Turkish air force bombed
several SDF and regime posi-
tions east of Kobané, killing at
least 3 Syrian soldiers.
Exchanges of fire between the
same protagonists also took
place a few days later, on the
2200d  near Marea, north of
Aleppo. In Manbl], clashes took
place on the 30" between the
city’s military council and the
Turks, and a regime soldier was
wounded near the city. Further
west, on the edge of the Turkish-
controlled sector of Afrin,
artillery exchanges also took
place mid-month in Shirawa. On
the 26th , a Turkish drone struck
an administrative building in
Kobane without causing any
casualties. According to the
Rojava Informatlon Center, this
was the 80 drone strike on the
AANES in 2022...

The Turkish-Kurdish frontline
also flared up in Raqqa, with
intensive Turkish shelling earlier
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this month on villages and IDP
camps near the M4 highway. On
the 9th , a civilian whose car had
broken down on the M4 near
Ain-Issa was shot dead by
Turkish snipers. After 5 days of
tense calm, the SOHR also noted
an unusual incident on the 16
when Turkish forces opened fire
on a Russian patrol on the M4
highway, forcing it to withdraw
hastily. On the same day, a
Turkish drone strike killed four,
possibly five, members of the
AANES military police, prompt-
ing retaliatory artillery fire from
the SDF into Turkish-controlled
areas near Ain-Issa.

It was in Raqqa that the trial of
15 defendants who pleaded
guilty to the charge of collabora-
tion with the Turkish secret ser-
vices (MIT) was held on 11
November, to whom they had
transmitted the coordinates of
commanders or officials of the
AANES and the FDS in exchange
for payment, thus enabling their
assassination (according to the
SOHR, one of the defendants
indicated that he had never
received the promised 50,000
dollars after the attack). The
hearing was held behind closed
doors, but was open to the fami-
lies of the victims of the Turkish
attacks concerned, who came in
large numbers. 13 of the defen-
dants were sentenced to death,
with the sentence of the last 2
suspended for lack of evidence,
although they admitted collabo-
ration with the MIT. The SOHR
could not confirm whether the
sentences had been carried out.

In the territories under Turkish
occupation, Ankara’s Islamist
proxy militias continue their
abuses, especially in the territory
of Afrin, where new settlements
to house non-Kurds are being
built... (WKI) Moreover, while
the death penalty is now banned
in Turkey, the occupier does not
hesitate to apply it in the Syrian
territories it controls. Thus, the
“Military Court” of Azaz pro-

nounced this sentence against a
22-year-old Kurd from Afrin, for
having had contacts with the
AANES before the Turkish occu-
pation. The young Hisén Yusif
had been abducted by the MIT in
Afrin with several other family
members in the summer of 2021
and held incommunicado for
several months. Hisén’s uncle
called on the international com-
munity to react against these
abuses and to hold the Turkish
authorities accountable (RojInfo).

ISIS cells continue their attacks
against the SDF, while the dan-
ger posed by the Al-Hol and Roj
camps remains unchecked. Since
the beginning of 2022, the SOHR
has documented 136 jihadist
operations, armed attacks or
bombings on the territory of the
AANES, resulting in 109 deaths,
including 37 civilians, one of
whom was a woman and one a
child, figures that do not include
the attack on Ghuwayran prison
(Hasakeh). Moreover, since the
launch of a major security opera-
tion in the Al-Hol camp on 25
August, ISIS has intensified its
attacks in retaliation. The first
one was launched on 27 August,
and by 19 September, the SOHR
had already counted 16 attacks
that killed 17 people, including 3
civilians (https:/ /www.syri-
ahr.com/en/268164/). In
particular, on 10 September, a
SDF headquarters near Hamar
Al-Ali (Deir Ezzor) was attacked
by unidentified, but certainly
jihadist, assailants. The SDF, put
on alert, then launched a cam-
paign of arrests in the area
(SOHR). On the 11th , jihadists
managed to kill 7 SDF fighters in
2 separate attacks, 6 kidnapped
and then executed after an
ambush on the Deir Ezzor-
Hassake road, one 7t by bullets
near Al-Jazarah, in the west of
Deir Ezzor province (AFP). On
the 18, a SDF checkpoint was
attacked with RPGs in Al-Wahid,
Deir Ezzor.

On the 21%, the Asayish (Kurdish

Security) announced that they
had attacked and dismantled
near the village of Umm Fakik
(20 km north of al-Hol) a cell
preparing an attack on the al-Hol
camp using 2 car bombs, a tech-
nique reminiscent of the one
used against Ghuwayran prison.
Three of the jihadists were killed
and one arrested. The jihadists
blew up one of the cars but the
second one was seized with 300
kg of explosives, 3 Kalashnikovs,
8 magazines and 240 bullets.

On the 23", SDF counter-terror-
ism units launched an operation
supported by Coalition heli-
copters on the village of Al-Zarr,
north of Raqqa, which led to the
arrest of 3 jihadists and the dis-
covery of caches of explosives.
On the 28, it was in the village
of Al-Qaraiwan, near Tell Hamis,
that AANES Security seized “the
largest cache of weapons” since the
fall of the last “Caliphate”
stronghold in Baghouz, an abso-
lutely impressive quantity,
thanks to intelligence obtained
from some of the jihadists arrest-
ed in the Al-Hol camp. Again,
the terrorists’ plan was to attack
the camp to free its inmates. The
SDF Press Center statement (in
Arabic) also accuses Ankara of
coordinating with ISIS against
AANES, denouncing the “coinci-
dence” between “the movements of
the terrorist cells” and the “threats
and attacks of the Turkish occupa-
tion", adding: “All the investiga-
tions carried out by our forces have
confirmed the clear and studied
coordination between the two sides
in the assault on our areas”
(https:/ /sdf-
press. com / ?p=38516).

The Al-Hol camp remains the
focal point of the jihadist danger
in Rojava. According to the UN,
there are still 56,000 people there,
more than 90% of whom are
women and children (50% of the
residents are under 18), and
10,000 foreigners: 27,000 Iraqis,
i.e. half the population, and
18,000 Syrians, plus 8,500 for-
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eigners of other nationalities.
While the residents include rela-
tives of dead jihadist fighters and
displaced persons who only
want to reintegrate, there are also
people who continue to support
the ideology of ISIS, some of
whom still define themselves as
“soldiers of the caliphate” willing
to die and murder for the cause.
At the end of June, the UN said
that in 18 months, more than 100
people, including many women,
had been killed in the camp
(AFP).

The SDF continued in September
the security operation launched in
the camp on 24 August. On the
5th, the Coalition said in a state-
ment that “SDF freed four women
from the camp who were found in
tunnels, chained and tortured by
Islamic State supporters” (AFP).
According to the Washington
Kurdish Institute (WKI), the SDF
also freed 2 Yezidi women who
had been abducted during the

2014 genocide. On the 6, the SDF
announced that they had arrested
121 suspects, including 15
women, and had discovered 16
tunnels. According to their state-
ment, the main ISIS networks in
Al-Hol were dismantled.
However, on the night of the 8th,
clashes broke out in the camp, in
which 2 SDF fighters were killed.
On the jihadists side, 1 fighter was
killed and 5 injured. Some ISIS
fighters had disguised themselves
as women to make it easier to
attack the SDF (AFP). US General
Michael Kurilla visited the camp
the following day, before again
calling on countries with nation-
als in the camp to repatriate them:
“Most residents seek to escape ISIS,
but ISIS views the camp as a captive
audience for its message and recruit-
ment efforts. There is therefore an
urgent need to repatriate the resi-
dents to their home countries and
rehabilitate them if necessary,” he
said, describing the camp as a
“hotbed of human suffering” with

“horrific” living conditions.

On the 17th, the SDF announced
the end of its security operation in
the camp, which had resulted in
the arrest of 226 jihadists, includ-
ing 36 women. They also renewed
their accusations against Turkey
regarding a “structural link”
between the MIT and the ISIS
sleeper cells, pointing in particu-
lar the finger at the Turkish-based
NGO Bahar for complicity in
“channelling weapons and money”
to jihadists in the camp. On this
occasion, the commander of the
Combined Special Operations Joint
Task Force - Levant, Brigadier
General Claude Tudor, held a
joint press conference with SDF
commander Newroz Ahmad, dur-
ing which he reaffirmed US sup-
port for the SDF and local security
forces (Asayish). However, these
blows to ISIS did not prevent its
supporters from succeeding in
raising the flag of the “Caliphate”
in the camp on the 25,

TURKEY:

IN AN INCREASINGLY TENSE SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONTEXT, THE HDP
ANNOUNCES THE FORMATION OF A PROGRESSIVE ALLIANCE

September started in Turkey with
announcements on the 15¢ of the
month of important price increases
for gas and electricity: around 20%
for households and 50% for com-
panies. This is not going to make
the government any more popular,
with inflation already exceeding
80% annually, and food prices
reaching 90%... As for bread, the
staple food of the poorest, it has
jumped by more than 101% in one
year, while the increase in produc-
er prices has reached the “stagger-
ing rate of nearly 144%" (Al-
Monitor). But these are official fig-
ures: independent researchers put
annual inflation at 176% (Courrier
International).

With the currency in free fall,
wages are far from keeping up.
Poverty is therefore worsening
rapidly in the country, including
for the middle classes. The
increase in purchases that has

enabled the country to maintain
positive growth (7.5% during the
first six months of the year) is part-
ly explained by this fall in the cur-
rency, which on the one hand sup-
ports low-cost exports and on the
other hand pushes desperate citi-
zens to shelter their savings by
exchanging their Turkish lira for
safe-haven goods, whether real
estate or furniture (cars...). Al-
Monitor calls this “apprehension-
driven consumption": once house-
hold reserves are exhausted (at
least for those who have them),
this false growth will have come to
an end... Moreover, the president’s
repeated appeals to Turkish citi-
zens to “get out” the foreign cur-
rency and gold they are hiding
“under their pillows” have ended up
generating dozens of humorous
videos on TikTok: the authors
filmed themselves at home hold-
ing what we guess are euros or
dollars... and hide them with the

speed of desperation when an
image of Erdogan appears behind
them!! These videos made many
people laugh... but not the Turkish
president: the Istanbul prosecu-
tor’s office has opened an investi-
gation against the amateur videog-
raphers for “insulting the head of
state” which could land them in jail
for 1 to 4 years (RFI).

To further aggravate the crisis of
popularity of the government, the
mafia chief Sedat Peker made his
comeback on social networks at
the end of August with new reve-
lations on the corruption of those
close to Erdogan. A former sup-
porter and close associate of the
Turkish president, exiled to the
Emirates since the beginning of
2020, he had been somewhat for-
gotten for several months, after a
series of devastating videos. He
reappeared with great fanfare,
forcing one of Erdogan’s economic
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advisers, Korkmaz Karaca, to
resign from his post and all his
functions within the AKP, officially
“for health reasons”. In about 50
tweets supported by what he pre-
sented as WhatsApp screenshots,
Peker accused Karaca on 27
August of embezzling 12 million
Turkish lira (US$660,000).
According to Peker, the main coor-
dinator of the bribery scheme was
Serhat Albayrak, head of the pro-
government Turkuvaz media group
and brother of Erdogan’s son-in-
law, former finance minister Berat
Albayarak. Given the difficulties
many Turks are struggling with, it
is unlikely that they will receive
this kind of news with any lenien-

Cy...

Because of the “seriousness of the
allegations” made by Peker, the
HDP called for a parliamentary
enquiry, accusing the prosecutors,
who are so quick to react when the
Head of State is targeted, but in
this case were deafeningly silent,
of the “crime of dereliction of duty as
regulated by the Turkish Penal Code” .
These latest allegations by the
mafia boss have not led to the
opening of any investigation, any
more than the previous ones...

Is it any wonder then that Turkish
society is in distress? “Little bread
and a lot of anger” is how a Turkish
journalist describes the situation in
the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung:
“The political polarisation fuelled and
desired by Erdogan has pitted us
against each other and the stress creat-
ed by the economic crisis has complet-
ed the undermining of our mental
health,” he explains. “According to
official figures from the Ministry of
Health, psychotropic drugs are now
the second most sold category of medi-
cation in the country": their sale has
jumped by 70% in 10 years
(Courrier International).

The government continues to
polarise, hoping to capitalise on
the most conservative voices.
Witness this anti-LGBT march
organised on the 18 in Istanbul,
supported by the Audiovisual
Council, which agreed to broad-

cast its publicity because it is “of
public interest", and which unlike
many others, took place without
any police intervention... (France-
24). In fact, Mr Erdogan’s response
to his foreseeable electoral difficul-
ties has 4 elements: increase the
polarisation of society, find conve-
nient scapegoats for a situation for
which his erratic economic man-
agement is solely responsible (the
Kurds and Syrian migrants inside,
the country’s Western enemies
abroad), distribute subsidies to his
constituents, and finally, use the
fear of repression to silence criti-
cism.

The Turkish president has there-
fore started real vote-buying oper-
ations for the June 2023 elections:
on the 13th, he announced that the
state housing agency TOKI would
launch the construction of half a
million new homes for low-income
families over five years, including
250,000 homes during the initial
two-year phase. With payments
spread over 20 years, the project
attracted 3.5 million applications
in less than a week. However,
TOKI said that payments would be
indexed to public sector salaries
and reviewed twice a year... Other
measures, such as tax assistance to
companies to cover their employ-
ees’ energy bills, were announced.
Time will tell if the electorate is
swayed, but the budget certainly
will be: the deficit, already forecast
at more than 50 billion dollars by
the end of 2022, is expected to
exceed the 6.4% initially forecast
by the government. Fortunately
for the government, the influx of
cash from the Gulf and... Russia
has slowed the rise in foreign cur-
rency prices to some extent... And
Al-Monitor, which offers this
assessment, concludes that
Erdogan’s economic “gestures” to
voters will cause “a large deficit in
public finances and the imposition of
heavy bills on state banks, other public
economic entities and the next govern-
ment” ... On the other hand, on the
234 the Turkish Central Bank
lowered its interest rates again, fol-
lowing the President’s economic

line that “rates create inflation”. A
few days before, the US Central
Bank had raised its rates... (Al-
Monitor).

While the polls predict a difficult
election for the presidential party
and its far-right allies, they hardly
show the conventional opposition,
more or less dominated by the
Kemalist CHP, in a much better
position. In early September, the
latest Metropoll figures showed the
AKRP at just 30%, but the CHP was
only 20%: “After two decades in
power [of the AKP], and in the midst
of the worst economic crisis in more
than two decades, 20% for the main
opposition group is a bit pathetic, isn't
it?” asked Al-Monitor ironically.
While the same figures show that
together, the 3 main parties of the
“Nation Alliance” can defeat
Erdogan (provided they put the
right candidate against him), they
also show the importance of
Kurdish votes — confirming what
the scores of the last polls showed.

As the political context brings the
Kurdish issue back to the fore-
front, the opposition has started to
fracture over possible links with
the HDP. On the 41, CHP deputy
and vice-president Giirsel Tekin
said in a TV interview that in a
government formed by the current
opposition, some ministerial posts
could “of course” go to HDP mem-
bers, “according to the constitution”.
This statement immediately
inflamed the IYI (far-right, a splin-
ter of the MHP opposed to the
alliance with the AKP). The leader
of this party, Meral Aksener,
declared on the 6 “We will not sit
at the same table as the HDP” .

The CHP itself is far from clear
about this, since under the impulse
of its leader Kamal Kili¢daroglu, it
has kept the HDP at a distance
since the creation of the “Alliance
of the Nation", while explaining to
HDP leaders that they must unite
against Erdogan: so HDP voters
would have to abandon their party
to give a blank cheque to the CHP,
while the Kemalist party approved
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the various immunity waivers of
HDP deputies, and then all
Turkish military operations
against the Kurds in Syria... Last
event that is not likely to encour-
age Kurds to give him their votes,
Kilicdaroglu, during his visit to
Samsung’s Teknofest, a military
equipment exhibition where
Bayraktar drones were displayed,
not only publicly praised these
machines that kill Kurdish civil-
ians in Syria and Iraq on a daily
basis, but promised to continue
public support to the company
when the opposition comes to
power!

Regarding the possibility of HDP
ministries, the imprisoned former
co-chairman of the party,
Selahattin Demirtag, in an inter-
view given remotely on the 13th
from his cell, reacted positively to
Tekin's statement, before clarifying
that the HDP was not looking for
official positions, but to “change the
system": “We don’t want the thief to
change, we want the robbery to stop”,
he declared. As for Aksener’s
statement, the HDP, which
remained silent for a while, then
retorted through its spokesperson
that, let alone sitting at the same
table, “we would not even drink a
glass of tea with you” ...

Competing on her right with the
new Zafer (“Victory”) party, which
campaigns with an openly racist
programme aimed at expelling all
migrants, Aksener is constantly
hardening her discourse. She has
recently attracted attention by
comparing Syrian refugees to
“waste” and planning, if she comes
to power, to “isolate” them in “con-
centration camps” before forcibly
sending them back to Syria. Some
observers wonder whether the
AKP is not encouraging Zafer
underhandedly to weaken IYI, and
thus the opposition...

By instrumentalising the refugee
issue to challenge Erdogan, who
welcomed them in 2011, and by
making their expulsion the deci-
sive argument of their campaign,

the “Nation Alliance” parties have
encouraged a process of racist rad-
icalisation of the most worrying
kind. As attacks, sometimes dead-
ly, against Syrian refugees multi-
ply, this one-upmanship could also
push the Kurds to boycott the elec-
tion, a “neutralisation” that would
ultimately benefit Erdogan...

To the HDP's credit, it refused the
racist temptation, and on the 23rd,
the party announced the formation
of a new progressive alliance of 6
parties, entitled “Alliance for
Labour and Freedom", for the fol-
lowing day. It includes the follow-
ing members: Peoples’” Democratic
Party (HDP), Workers’ Party (TiP),
Labour Party (EMEP), Social
Freedom Party (TOP), Workers’
Movement Party (EHP),
Federation of Socialist Assemblies
(SMF). Even before its official
announcement, Tuncer Bakirhan,
HDP vice-chairman, told Gazete
Duvar of its orientation: in the face
of the existing alliances, “none of
which brings hope to society", to pro-
pose a democratic alternative, with
“solutions to Turkey’s main prob-
lems": “social problems such as
restrictions in the field of rights and
freedoms, the Kurdish issue, equal cit-
izenship rights for Alevis, unemploy-
ment, the economic crisis, poverty,
victims of presidential decrees, youth
rights, women'’s rights, environmental
rights and democracy”. Bakirhan
added: “Although the alliance is
formed during the electoral process, it
is not an ‘electoral alliance’.” [...]
“This alliance is actually an alliance of
struggle”.

According to opinion pollsters, the
new alliance, whose vote potential
Bakirhan estimated could reach
20%, is in a “key position", especial-
ly for the presidential elections
(Duvar).

The “repression” aspect of the
government’s activity is unfortu-
nately still as busy as ever. On the
20d the AFP announced the arrest
on the previous Friday of HDP MP
Semra Giizel who was travelling
“with a false passport” in the north-

west of the country. Her immunity
had been lifted by parliament in
March after pro-government
media conveniently published a
photograph from the peace pro-
cess period showing her with her
fiancé, a PKK fighter. Giizel had
obtained permission from the
Turkish government at the time to
visit him (WKI). On the 9th, an
Antalya court banned the distribu-
tion and sale of the book of poems
Yikilacak Duvarlar (“The Walls Will
Come Down”) by Figen
Yiiksekdag, the former HDP co-
chairwoman who has been impris-
oned for nearly eight years, on the
grounds of “propaganda for a terror-
ist organisation”. Written in deten-
tion, the book was published in
2020 by Ceylan (Istanbul). The
book should soon be confiscated
from the publisher and from all
bookshops in the near future and
destroyed. In it, Yiiksekdag indi-
rectly mentions the crimes com-
mitted by the Turkish army in
2015-2016 in the Kurdish cities of
Turkey, especially in Cizre where,
according to reports by several
human rights organisations, at
least 177 people were burned or
shot by the security forces in the
basements of the buildings where
they had taken refuge. At least 288
people died during the siege of the
city.

On the 13th, the Diyarbakir
Prosecutor’s Office launched an
investigation for “terrorist propa-
ganda” against CHP Councillor
Nevaf Bilke. On the occasion of the
CHP provincial congress held in
the city on the 10", Bilke had
given an interview in Kurdish to
the Ridaw channel during which
he had said: “Diyarbakir is really an
important and historical city in
Turkish Kurdistan” (Duvar). On the
16, Mersin police arrested a
Democratic Regions Party (DBP)
official, Metin Inci, and two
women on charges of “belonging”
to the Syrian YPJ] (Women’s
Defence Units).

On 26 September, 3 football fans
were arrested in Diyarbakir for
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displaying the flag of Iraqi
Kurdistan during a match. The
Diyarbakir Bar Association called
for their release, recalling that this
is the official flag of the Kurdistan
Regional Government as recog-
nised by the Iraqi Constitution,
and denounced the hate messages
that had flooded social networks
on this occasion.

The situation in Turkish prisons
continues to demonstrate the same
disregard for human rights and
even cruelty that characterises the
prison administration. The typical
example is former HDP deputy
Aysel Tugluk, who is kept in a cell
even though she was diagnosed
with dementia in March 2021, and
doctors say she can no longer carry
out daily activities by herself. Her
relatives and lawyers had been
asking for months for her to be
transferred to hospital. Her health
had to deteriorate further after she
contracted the coronavirus before
she was finally rushed to hospital
on the 9t of this month. Former
HDP co-chair Figen Yuksekdag,
also detained in Kandira Prison
(Kocaeli), said during her hearing
on the same day that “The
unfavourable situation created by the
conditions of detention keeps worsen-
ing her health condition” (Rildaw).
On the 12", four female journalists
held in Diyarbakir Women’s
Prison announced through their
lawyers that they were going on
hunger strike for 5 days to draw
attention to the human rights vio-
lations suffered by the detainees,
among others the permanent inter-
nal surveillance by cameras, the
practice of body searches, the lack
of care for sick prisoners and the
prohibition of any social events in
prison. Safiye Alagas, Nese
Toprak, Remziye Temel and Elif
Ungiir are among the group of 16
journalists arrested last June and
jailed for “terrorist propaganda”
(Bianet).

On the 14th, some 350 lawyers
from 22 countries held a press con-

ference at the European Press Club
in Brussels. The purpose was to
follow up on their request to the
Turkish Ministry of Justice to meet
the imprisoned PKK leader
Abdullah Ocalan. He last met his
lawyers in August 2019, after 8
years in solitary confinement...
Since then, his lawyers have sub-
mitted more than 100 requests for
visits, all of which were rejected.
As for his family, Ocalan has had
no contact with them since a tele-
phone conversation with his
brother Mehmet in March 2021.
During the conference, Selma
Benkhelifa, from the Progress
Lawyers Network, recalled that “the
rule of law means that states respect
the decisions of the judiciary”. The
European Court of Human Rights
(ECHR) ruled in 2014 that the iso-
lation imposed on Imrali Island
(where Ocalan is being held) was
tantamount to torture: “We won
this case, and Turkey was con-
demned”. However, this court deci-
sion has not had any concrete
effect (Duvar)...

On the 18th, a new inmate suffered
a suspicious death in solitary con-
finement. The authorities
announced the “suicide” of Baris
Keve, who was serving a 6-year
and 3-month sentence in Malatya
prison for “belonging to an armed
organisation”. His brother, who had
spoken to him 2 days earlier,
denied any suicide attempt by the
deceased (WKI). Keve’s funeral on
the ZOth, held in Catak (Van), was
attended by hundreds of people
including local HDP and DBP
leaders. Despite threats of disper-
sal by the police, participants
chanted slogans such as “Long live
the prison resistance” (ANF).

On 21 September, in a real denial
of justice, the Ankara Criminal
Court rejected a request to include
the assassination of the famous
Kurdish writer Musa Anter in the
scope of “crimes against humani-
ty”, which in fact amounts to clos-
ing the case. Anter was murdered

in 1992 in Diyarbakir, 30 years ago.
The case, which has been integrat-
ed into the wider case of extrajudi-
cial killings by the JITEM gen-
darmerie group, came up for hear-
ing on the 15t of this month,
although the statute of limitations
was the 20, Instead of rendering
its judgment as expected, the court
adjourned the case to 21
September, after the statute of limi-
tations had expired. While the
defence lawyer had asked for the
case to be dropped, the lawyer for
the victim’s son, who was present
at the hearing, relied on the con-
clusions of the 1995 parliamentary
commission of enquiry to ask that
the case be considered as a crime
against humanity. The
Commission had concluded that
the aim of the assassination had
been to terrorise a section of soci-
ety. The court rejected this classifi-
cation, which would have ren-
dered the case imprescriptible.

Finally, on the 13, another racist
attack targeted a Kurdish family
who had come to visit a house
they had bought in a village in the
ethnically Turkish province of
Aydin. After blocking the road to
prevent the family from leaving
the village, the villagers attacked
and violently beat the family
members, including the women
and children. Called by the father,
the gendarmerie refused to inter-
vene, asking him to go to the hos-
pital to get a medical report and
then to file a complaint, before
hanging up. Some of the family
members appear to have been very
seriously injured.

On the 23", the HDP reported that
in his Edirne cell, its former co-
chair Selahattin Demirtas had
shaved his head as a sign of sup-
port for the protests sparked in
Iran by the murder by Iranian vice
police of Kurdish girl Jina Mahsa
Amini. His cellmate Selguk
Mizrakli, former co-mayor of
Diyarbakir Metropolitan
Municipality, did the same.

n° 450 ¢ September 2022

Information and liaison bulletin ¢ 15¢



Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

R

J 1 septembre 2022

L’lrak va former une brigade pour protéger sa

e ministre irakien de la
LDéfense, Juma Inad, a

annoncé la formation
d’une brigade chargée de pro-
téger la région du Kurdistan et
la frontiére avec la Turquie.
L'unité de défense devrait étre
basée a Hewlér, capitale du
Sud-Kurdistan.

Juma Inad a déclaré a
I’'agence de presse Iraq que
Bagdad allait former une bri-
gade de défense frontaliére
qui serait stationnée le long
de la frontiere avec la Turquie.

Une base sera construite a
Hewlér (Erbil) pour la brigade
a indiqué le ministre irakien
de la défense qui a précisé
qu’un budget de 72 milliards
de dinars avait été alloué a
son établissement.

frontiere avec la Turquie

Juma Inad ministre de la défense de I'lrak

« Des véhicules et de I'équi-
pement militaires seront four-
nis a cette brigade. Jusqu’a
présent, il n'y a pas eu de
troupes fédérales dans la ré-
gion du Kurdistan », a-t-il sou-
ligné.

Depuis avril, 'armée turque
bombarde quotidiennement le

Sud-Kurdistan (nord de I'lrak)
dans le cadre d’une opération
de grande envergure menée
avec la coopération du parti
au pouvoir, le PDK (Parti dé-
mocratique du Kurdistan, di-
rigé par le clan Barzani).
Selon I'ONG Peacemaker
Teams, les offensives mili-
taires lancées par la Turquie

dans la région ont tué au
moins 123 civils depuis 2015.

Dernierement, le 20 juillet, un
bombardement turc sur une
base de loisirs située dans la
région de Zakho a causé la
mort de 9 touristes arabes.
Cette attaque meurtriere a
suscité des manifestations de
colére au sein de la popula-
tion, notamment a Bagdad,
ainsi que de vives réactions
de la part du gouvernement
irakien. Le lendemain du mas-
sacre de Zakho, I'lrak a
convoqué I'ambassadeur turc
a Bagdad pour exiger des ex-
cuses, et retiré par ailleurs
son ambassadeur de Turquie.
L’affaire a méme été portée
par Bagdad devant le Conseil
de sécurité de I'ONU, lors
d’une réunion extraordinaire
le 27 juillet.
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Kurdish man given bones of son in a bag
seven years after his killing in conflict

ones of Hakan Arslan,
Bwho was killed during the
2015 conflict in the Kur-
dish-majority  province  of
Diyarbakir in southeastern Tur-

kiye, was delivered to his father
in a bag.

The Forensic Medicine Institute
(ATK) determined in November
that the bones belonged to Ars-
lan with a probability of 95 per-
cent, and sent them to the
Diyarbakir Courthouse on Au-
gust 25.

Hakan Arslan’s father, Ali Riza
Arslan, traveled to Diyarbakir
from Erzurum after he was noti-
fied that bones had been delive-
red to the courthouse.

O Hundreds of militants, security
officers and civilians were killed
in the urban conflict in several
Kurdish provinces in Turkiye’s
southeast between mid-2015
and early 2016.

Complaint against prosecutor

The Diyarbakir Bar Association
filed a petition of complaint with
the Council of Judges and Pro-
secutors (HSK), the country’s ju-
dicial overseeing body, against
the prosecutor who handled the
delivery of the bones.

It demanded an investigation be
launched against the prosecutor
for «abuse of office» and «dis-
respect towards the memory of

a person» because of the way
the bones were delivered to Ars-
lan.

The prosecutor’s behavior viola-
ted article 8 of the European
Convention on Human Rights
(ECHR), which provides a right
to respect for one’s «private and
family life,» the bar argued.

«Everyone has the right to be
buried in an honorable way in
accordance with their family tra-
ditions, to bury their relatives or
people very close to them ... to
mourn and commemorate the
deceased,» the bar said in the
petition.

«For this reason, the state, the

security forces and local courts,
should consider the right to be
buried in a dignified manner and
people’s right to bury their rela-
tives.»

The delivery of his son’s re-
mains to Ali Riza Arslan in a box
was not «legally and conscien-
tiously right,» it said.

«This treatment of the body
constitutes the crime of torture
and ill-treatment,» the bar fur-
ther argued.

It demanded the prosecutor be
put on trial for «insulting the me-
mory of a person» as per article
130/2 of the Turkish Penal
Code. (EMK/AS/VK)
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Turkey Keeps Bombing Kurds:
Can it be Stopped?

fortune to be invited to

celebrate Eid with a
friend in Zakho, a city in the
Kurdistan Region of Iraq. |
saw some of the many wa-
terfalls and caverns that
draw tourists there to cool
off, far from the violence
that often mars Iraq outside
of Kurdistan. Unfortunately,
that sanctuary is now being
destroyed by a creeping
barrage from the north.

In 2017, | had the good

On July 20th, Turkey
shelled a tourist site in
Zakho, Kkilling 9 civilians
and injuring 23 more. Al-
though Turkish officials de-
nied any responsibility,
many sources agree on
Turkish culpability. The at-
tacks even continued after
the initial strike. This attack
fits a pattern in which
dozens of civilians have
been killed amid Turkish
operations in the region
over the last year.

During Turkey’s decades-
long struggle with the Kurd-

ish militant group, the
Kurdish Workers’ Party
(PKK), fighting has

frequently spilled over into
neighboring countries. Per-
haps one of those most af-
fected by Turkey’s military
operations is the Kurdistan
Region of Irag. Despite not
being affiliated with the
PKK and constitutionally a
part of Iraq, the Kurdistan
Region has often been
caught in the middle of the
Turkey-PKK war, of which
this attack is the latest
bloody manifestation.

What’s the Problem?

The historic power vacuum
in this mountainous region,
especially pronounced
after the Gulf War, enabled
the PKK to set up many
camps in the KRI from
which they launched at-
tacks against Turkey. Tur-
key used this to justify more
than a dozen cross-border
operations since the 1980s.
According to a recent state-
ment by the Iragi Defense
Ministry, the Turkish military
has penetrated 105 kilo-
meters deep into Iraqi terri-
tory and has established
over forty bases in lIraq,
particularly in the Kurdistan
Region.

According to the recent re-
porting by WKI, Turkey’s at-
tacks on the Kurdistan
Region of Iraq have re-
sulted in the death of 110
civilians and the injury of
186. This figure is sup-

ported by separate report-
ing by the Community
Peacemaker Teams. After
the liberation of the Islamic
State’s territory in 2017, the
Kurdistan Region had been
hopeful that there would be
a return to peace. Unfor-
tunately, civilian loss of life
continues to be normalized
and accepted as part of liv-
ing in the region.

Turkey generally sees this
fighting as a continuation of
an almost half-century long
insurgency. Turkish govern-
ments have used the so-
called Kurdish Question to
gain political leverage inter-
nally. When they thought
they could get support from
Kurds, they would engage
positively, like granting lan-
guage rights and beginning
peace initiatives. However,
when the electoral gains
from appealing to Turkish
nationalists have been
greater than the votes to be

gained from Kurds, this in-
spires fierce military inter-
ventions in Kurdish urban
centers and “anti-terrorism”
operations.

Besides crackdowns within
Turkey, cross-border oper-
ations also garner strong
domestic support for Turk-
ish governments. For this
reason, Turkey has
frequently attacked the
Kurdish Region in Syria —
sometimes dubbed the Au-
tonomous Administration of
North and East Syria
(AANES) or simply dubbed
‘Rojava’. Starting in 2016,
with Operation Euphrates
Shield, Turkey carried out
many offensives in North-
ern Syria. Since then it has
captured over a 1000 set-
tlements which include 8
towns. The largest of these
is Afrin, from which hun-
dreds of thousands of
Kurds have subsequently
fled. These operations ap-
peal to nationalist Turks: it
is not unusual for the ruling
party’s vote share to in-
crease 3 to 4 percent with
every military operation.
With Turkey’s recent eco-
nomic woes, the domestic
political incentives for ex-
ternal action are greater
than ever.

Turkey has few inter-
national constraints coun-
tervailing these strong
domestic incentives. There
is practically no other re-
gional actor that wants to
check its activities, except
maybe Iran. There is an im-
minent threat of a new
Turkish offensive into Syria,
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as president Erdogan re-
cently asked Russia and
Iran’s support for another
incursion. Even this check
is limited by Iran’s own hos-
tility to its own Kurdish in-

dependence movement.
Despite a plethora of con-
demnatory statements,

there have been few inter-
national sanctions for
these.

A No-Fly Zone Won'’t Fly

In response to Turkey’s at-
tacks, a common refrain
has been the call for a no-
fly zone against Turkey. On
social media, mainly
Twitter, many hashtag cam-
paigns were started to
gather support for a no-fly
zone. These calls are in-
spired by the Operation
Provide Comfort that was
initiated by the US and the
Coalition, which ensured
the safety of Iraqgi Kurds in
1991. The backers hope
that a similar airspace re-
striction can work for North-
ern Syria as well.

However, no-fly zones are
not declared but rather en-
forced. In 1991 it was pos-
sible for a no-fly zone to be
put in place for Kurds in
Iraq because of propitious
circumstances. The US
and the Coalition had just
fought and defeated Iraq in
the Gulf War. Iraq was
clearly an adversary and its
air force had been crippled.
Neither of these critical
conditions are true now for
Turkey.

Expecting the U.S. or
NATO to impose a no-fly
zone anywhere against
Turkey is not politically re-
alistic. Turkey is a NATO
ally and is one of its stron-
gest members. If the U.S.

decided to undertake a task
like this, Turkey would re-
gard it as an offensive act,
possibly even a declaration
of war. Even in its cross-
border offensives, Turkey
considers its engagements
as internal affairs . It’s not
far-fetched to expect a
strong reaction from Turkey
in such a case.

Nor is there a strong appe-
tite in the West for a con-
frontation with Turkey. The
EU relies on Turkey to stem
the tide of refugees into Eu-
rope. Turkey has enjoyed
using this as a bargaining
chip for years to press the
EU at every chance. The
US on the other hand is
more concerned about Uk-
raine. In that conflict, Tur-
key plays an important role
as an intermediary with
Russia. Confronting Turkey
wouldn’t be a priority at
present.

A no-fly zone is also logisti-
cally infeasible. To refresh
our memories, Turkey
threatened to shut down
the Incirlik Air Base for a
much less critical reason, a
declaration by the U.S. rec-
ognizing the Armenian
Genocide. Incirlik would be
vital for enforcing an NFZ in
the region. It would also be
useless, because expect-
ing US jets to take off from
Turkish soil, fly through Tur-
key’s airspace and engage
Turkish airplanes would be
senseless. Other bases
open to the U.S. don’t have
the range to support a no-
fly zone without a long and
sustained buildup of
tankers for in-air refueling.
These would have to be
based at several bases
around the region, requiring
other Middle Eastern states
to be willing to risk war with

Turkey. Such a campaign
seems so unlikely as to di-
rect our attention towards
other solutions.

What’s the Solution?

The short of it is that there
aren’t any viable short term
options to solve these is-
sues and prevent Turkey
from further offensives. It’s
quite dubious if economic
sanctions would work at all.
Turkey’s largest trading
partner, the European
Union, is unlikely to risk
confrontation because of
the refugee issue, ad-
dressed above. The Iraqi
government doesn’t seem
too interested in preventing
these aggressions and pro-
tecting its borders or cit-
izens. It prefers using the
crisis as an opportunity to
come down on the KRG
and squeeze it for oil.
There have been numer-
ous civilian casualties re-
sulting from Turkish strikes
in the KRI. However, this
recent attack in Zakho was
so brazen that even the
normally recalcitrant Iraqis
have strongly condemned
Turkey.

However, these condemna-
tions are unlikely to have
much effect on Turkish be-
havior as they would not be
connected to any meaning-
ful threat or sanction.

This years-long crisis de-
mands a years-long solu-
tion. The ultimate goal of
activists should be the in-
ternational legitimacy of the
Kurdistan Regional Gov-
ernment (KRG). The first
step towards achieving this
international legitimacy is
securing domestic legiti-
macy. While the current
government has made re-
form a top priority, societal

dissent against political au-
thorities continues to erode
internal legitimacy. The di-
vided loyalties of political
elites and ordinary voters
between the major parties
allows the KRG’s neighbors
to run roughshod over the
Kurds by playing divide and
conquer.

Furthermore, the KRG
does not possess a unified
military force, robbing it of
most of its respect and le-
gitimacy. Because the
KRG’s own territory is not
guarded by a united force,
other regional powers dis-
regard its territorial integrity
too. Its territories are a
worsening patchwork be-
tween Turkish bases and
PKK camps. While Turkey
regularly violates its au-
thority and causes turmoil,
the KRG’s deep reliance on
its economic ties with Tur-
key doesn't help its case for
legitimacy either.

For the sake of stability in
the whole region, the KRG
needs to be further legiti-
mized and empowered in-
ternationally. The KRG and
the Kurds aren’t going any-
where anytime soon. Some
American observers, par-
ticularly those who were in-
volved in the invasion and
occupation of Iraq, seem to
revel in the plight of the
Kurds, hoping that the KRG
will fold and submit to
Baghdad. However, if the
KRG stays divided and un-
stable it will keep acting as
a fault line triggering crises
in the whole Middle East.
Having a more active effort
and realistic strategy for
solving its issues might
help elevate the KRG to a
permanent regional actor
that is regarded highly in
the long run.
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IACROIX

4 septembre 2022

En Iran, deux militantes LGBT
condamnées a mort

La Cour révolutionnaire d’Ourmia, dans le nord-ouest de I'lran, a condamné a la
peine capitale deux activistes lesbiennes, Zahra Sedigi Hamedani
et Elham Chubdar, pour promotion de ’homosexualité.

Zahra Sedigi Hamedani, plus
connue sous le nom de Sareh,
savait comme d’autres les-
biennes et gays que pour sur-
vivre, il valait mieux quitter
I'lrak ou elle avait été détenue
au Kurdistan irakien et tortu-
rée, et I'lran, ou I’'hnomosexua-
lité est interdite et criminalisée.
Le 27 octobre 2021, cette mili-
tante réputée de la cause
LGBT + a été interpellée a la
frontiere avec la Turquie par
les services de renseignement
des Gardiens de la révolution
iraniens, alors qu’elle tentait de
s’enfuir. Aprés deux mois a
I'isolement, elle est depuis in-
carcérée a la section des
femmes de la prison centrale
d’Ourmia, dans le nord-ouest
de I'lran.

« Propagation de la corrup-
tion sur terre »

C’est la que la militante de 31
ans a appris ces derniers jours
avoir été condamnée a la
peine capitale par la Cour ré-
volutionnaire de la ville. Une
seconde militante, Elham
Chubdar, 24 ans, s’est vu infli-
ger la méme peine pour les
mémes motifs : « propagation
de la corruption sur terre »,
« promotion de ’homosexualité
», «promotion du christia-
nisme » et de « communication
avec des médias opposés a la
République islamique »,
rapporte ce dimanche 4 sep-
tembre I'organisation Hengaw,

Si les chiffres sont rares, le recours a la peine de mort est moins répandu
pour les lesbiennes en Iran.
THEEPATHEEPKAWINPATHAWEE/9NONG/STOCK.ADOBE.COM

qui documente les violations
des droits humains au Kurdis-
tan et note au passage que les
autorités judiciaires d’Ourmia
sont parmi les plus séveres a
I’égard des accusés LGBT +.
Hengaw affirme que Zahra Se-
diqgi Hamedani n'a pas eu
acces a un avocat au cours de
sa détention.

Pour Amnesty International, la
trentenaire subit ce sort « en
raison de son orientation
sexuelle, de son identité de
genre réelle ou supposée et de
ses publications et déclara-
tions sur les réseaux sociaux
en défense des droits des ho-
mosexuels, bisexuels, trans-
genres et des personnes
intersexuées ». D’aprés 'ONG,
qui avait alerté sur le sort de

Zahra Sedigi Hamedani en jan-
vier, son inculpation faisait no-
tamment suite a sa défense
des droits des personnes
LGBT + sur les réseaux so-
ciaux et a une interview qu’elle
avait accordée a la BBC Per-
sian, diffusée en mai 2021 et
consacrée aux persécutions
subies par cette communauté
au Kurdistan irakien.

« lls sont apres moi. Je dois
partir immédiatement »

Une heure avant de prendre la
fuite, Zahra Sedigi Hamedani
avait envoyé une vidéo au
groupe iranien de défense des
homosexuels 6Rang (6 Cou-
leurs) dans laquelle elle expli-
quait sa détention en Irak ou
elle travaillait, ses vingt et un
jours de torture, son électrocu-

tion, puis sa fuite en Iran voi-
sin. La jeune femme, qui vou-
lait envoyer des vidéos tout au
long de son périple jusqu’en
Turquie, se savait traquée. « lIs
sont aprés moi. Je dois partir
immédiatement. Ma vie est en
danger (...) Nous, la commu-
nauté LGBT, souffrons. Mais
que ce soit par la mort ou la li-
berté, nous resterons sincéres
envers nous-mémes. »

L'lran exécute régulierement
des hommes pour homosexua-
lité. Lors de la derniere exécu-
tion médiatisée en janvier
2022, les deux condamnés
avaient passé six ans dans le
couloir de la mort. Si les chif-
fres sont rares, le recours a la
peine de mort est moins ré-
pandu pour les lesbiennes,
passibles de 100 coups de
fouet, qui n’encourent officielle-
ment la peine capitale qu’en
cas de récidive.

Mais la République islamique a
procédé a davantage d’exécu-
tions ces derniers mois, notam-
ment depuis la prise de pouvoir
du président Ebrahim Raissi
en aodt 2021. Un rapport pu-
blié en avril par les ONG Iran
Human Rights (IHR) et Ensem-
ble contre la peine de mort
(ECPM) recensait au moins
333 personnes exécutées en
2021, soit 25 % de plus qu’en
2020, parmi lesquelles wun
nombre croissant de femmes.
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fe Nlonde

5 septembre 2022
avec AFP

Iran : une ONG kurde alerte sur la condamnation a
mort de deux lesbhiennes et militantes LGBTQ+

ahra Sedighi Hamedani,
ZS1 ans, et Elham Chubdar,
24 ans, ont été condamnées
par un tribunal dans la ville d’Our-
mia, rapportent les activistes, qui
exhortent la communauté inter-

nationale a empécher I'exécution
de ces verdicts.

L'organisation de défense des
droits humains kurde Hengaw a
rapporté lundi 5 septembre que
deux lesbiennes et militantes
LGBTQ+ avaient été condamnées
a mort en Iran, accusées de pro-
mouvoir 'homosexualité. Zahra
Sedighi Hamedani, agée de
31 ans, et Elham Chubdar, 24 ans,
ont été condamnées par un tribu-
nal dans la ville d’Ourmia, rappor-
tent les activistes, qui exhortent la
communauté internationale a em-
pécher I'exécution de ces verdicts.
Les deux militantes sont actuelle-
ment détenues dans le quartier ré-

servé aux femmes de la prison
d’Ourmia, dans le nord-ouest de
I'lran.

Dans un communiqué publié lundi
sur son site Mizan Online, I'auto-
rité judiciaire a confirmé la
condamnation a mort pour « cor-
ruption sur terre » des jeunes
femmes. Il s’agit de la charge la
plus grave du code pénal iranien.

Shadi Amin, coordinatrice de I'or-
ganisation iranienne de défense
des droits des personnes
LGBTQ+, 6Rang, établie en Alle-
magne, a également confirmé a
I’Agence France-Presse (AFP) les
verdicts a lI'encontre des deux
jeunes femmes. « Nous exhortons
maintenant I'’Allemagne et d'autres
gouvernements étrangers a faire
pression » sur I'lran afin de parve-
nir a la libération des militantes, a-
t-elle déclaré a 'AFP. « C'est la

premiére fois qu’'une femme est
condamnée a mort en Iran en rai-
son de son orientation sexuelle »,
a-t-elle affirmé.

Inquiétude sur le sort de Sareh
Le sort d’une militante iranienne
pro-LGBTQ+ de premier plan, Se-
dighi Hamedani — connue sous le
nom de Sareh —, suscite aussi de
grandes inquiétudes depuis plu-
sieurs mois. Elle a été arrétée en
octobre 2021 par les forces de sé-
curité iraniennes alors qu’elle ten-
tait de fuir en Turquie, pays voisin.
Sedighi Hamedani a ensuite été
emprisonnée a l'isolement pen-
dant prés de deux mois.

En janvier, Amnesty International
avait fait savoir que les accusa-
tions contre la militante étaient
liées a sa défense des droits des
personnes LGBTQ+ sur les ré-
seaux sociaux et a son apparition

dans un documentaire de la BBC,
diffusé en mai 2021, traitant des
persécutions subies par les per-
sonnes LGBTQ+ au Kurdistan ira-
kien, ou elle se trouvait. Elle avait
décidé de quitter le Kurdistan ira-
kien pour se rendre en Iran, avant
de tenter de rallier la Turquie.

Avant son départ du Kurdistan ira-
kien, ou elle avait été détenue, Se-
dighi Hamedani avait envoyé des
vidéos a 'ONG 6Rang, a rendre
publiques si elle échouait a se
mettre a 'abri. « Nous, commu-
nauté LGBTQ+, nous souffrons.
Que celamene a lamortou a la li-
berté, nous resterons fideles a
nous-mémes », dit-elle dans une
vidéo. « J'espere trouver la li-
berté », ajoute-t-elle, affirmant
avoir été torturée, notamment par
électrocution, alors quelle était
détenue au Kurdistan irakien.

e Nllonde

7 septembre 2022
Par Philippe Ricard

Le projet de communauté politique européenne
bute sur le cas de la Turquie

Les Vingt-Sept hésitent a associer Ankara a ce projet cher a
Emmanuel Macron et destiné a élargir la concertation avec
des pays non membres de I’'Union européenne.

es Vingt-Sept hésitent a
Lassocier Ankara a ce pro-
jet cher a Emmanuel Ma-
cron et destiné a élargir la
concertation avec des pays

non membres de I'Union euro-
péenne.

La question est délicate pour
I’'Union européenne (UE)
comme pour la Turquie. Tandis
que les Vingt-Sept discutent du

lancement, prévu lors d’un
sommet informel a Prague les
6 et 7 octobre, de la commu-
nauté politique proposée par
Emmanuel Macron en mai, ils
sont confrontés a un vrai di-
lemme a I'égard d’Ankara,
avec qui les relations sont ten-
dues, sur fond de dérive auto-
ritaire du président Recep
Tayyip Erdogan.

Le sujet a été abordé en marge
de la visite de la cheffe de la di-
plomatie frangaise, Catherine
Colonna, lors de rencontres,
lundi 5 septembre a Ankara,
avec le président turc et son
ministre des affaires étran-
géres, Mevlit Cavusoglu.
Mme Colonna devait également
en parler mardi, a Athenes, au
premier ministre grec, Kyriakos
Mitsotakis, dont les relations

avec la Turquie connaissent un
regain de tensions en mer
Egée.

En principe, la communauté
politique « doit nous permettre
d’abord de nous réunir tous les
six mois entre membres de
I’'Union  européenne, mais
aussi Britanniques, Norvé-
giens, Suisses, Etats des Bal-
kans occidentaux,
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Ukrainiens, etc. », a rappelé, le
1°r septembre, Emmanuel Ma-
cron devant les ambassadeurs
réunis a 'Elysée. « La question
de la Turquie est posée par
beaucoup d’autres membres,
elle sera débattue et la France
n’a pas de veto a mettre », a
observé le chef de I'Etat. C’est
d’ailleurs a la République
tcheque, qui préside ce se-
mestre le Conseil de I"'Union
européenne, de lancer les invi-
tations pour le sommet de
Prague.

Un « club anti-Poutine »

En réalité, Paris, comme
d’autres  capitales  euro-
péennes, hésite a associer la
Turquie a ce « club anti-Pou-
tine », comme le surnomme un
expert. Imaginée avant tout
pour accueillir 'Ukraine dans la
« famille européenne », bientot
sept mois apres le déclenche-
ment de l'invasion russe, la
communauté politique cher-
chera a arrimer a 'UE les pays
candidats, sans précipiter leur
adhésion en bonne et due
forme, a condition qu’ils parta-
gent les valeurs démocratiques
des Vingt-Sept.

Or les relations avec la Turquie
se sont détériorées a mesure
que le dirigeant islamo-conser-
vateur Erdogan consolidait son
pouvoir, depuis la tentative
ratée de coup d’Etat en 2016.
Les négociations d’adhésion a
'UE engagées en 2005 avec
Ankara sont de fait gelées.
« Depuis le coup d’Etat rate,
Erdogan est en pleine dérive,
et il peut paraitre incohérent de
linviter si la communauté poli-
tique doit étre composée de
pays démocratiques qui parta-
gent les mémes valeurs », sou-
ligne Sébastien Maillard, le

French Minister of Europe and Foreign Affairs Catherine Colonna and Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu
(right) speak to the media after talks in Ankara, Turkey, September 5, 2022. STR / AFP

directeur de I'Institut Jacques
Delors. « Il pourrait étre
convenu que la Turquie ne soit
pas invitée tant que les négo-
ciations d’adhésion restent ge-
lées », suggére-t-il.

L’hypothése risque de ne pas
étre au gout des responsables
turcs. « On ne peut pas imagi-
ner la création de la commu-
nauté politique sans la Turquie.
Si des Etats membres vou-
laient mettre leur veto, ce pro-
jet serait mort-né », indique au
Monde Ali Onaner, ambassa-
deur turc a Paris. « La Turquie
est tout a fait disposée a deve-
nir membre de cette commu-
nauté, tout en s’assurant que
ce n’'est pas une alternative a
sa candidature a I'UE », pour-
suit-il, craignant néanmoins un
éventuel veto de Chypre, dont
la Turquie occupe la partie
nord depuis bientét cinqg dé-
cennies.

Médiation turque entre Rus-
sie et Ukraine

Dans cette affaire, Paris se
veut d’autant plus prudent que
les relations avec Ankara res-
tent fraiches, que ce soit au
sein de I'OTAN, en Méditerra-
née orientale ou sur le conti-
nent africain. En visite a Alger
du 25 au 27 aolt, M. Macron
avait ainsi accusé des « ré-
seaux », téléguidés « en sous-
main » par Ankara, Moscou et
Pékin, de répandre une propa-
gande antifrancaise en Afrique.
Lors d’une conférence de
presse commune avec
Mme Colonna, lundi soir a An-
kara, Mevlit Cavusoglu a qua-
lifié d’« extrémement
inopportunes » ces déclara-
tions.

A ses cétés, la ministre fran-
caise s’est, quant a elle, inquié-
tée du risque de

« contournement » des sanc-
tions visant la Russie par des
entreprises turques. La Tur-
quie, qui joue un réle de mé-
diateur entre la Russie et
I’'Ukraine, ne s’est pas jointe
aux différents trains de repré-
sailles adoptés par les Occi-
dentaux, et ses échanges avec
Moscou se sont fortement ac-
crus depuis le début du conflit.
« La politique de sanctions que
nous menons (...) a un objectif
qui est celui-ci : limiter le re-
nouvellement de leffort de
guerre  russe [et] faire
comprendre a la Russie qu’elle
a choisi une impasse, et donc
dans ce cadre il est important
que le plus grand nombre de
pays possible fassent passer
le méme message », a insisté
la cheffe de la diplomatie fran-
caise.m
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ALMONIT@R

September 7, 2022
By Amberin Zaman

Cracks in Turkey’s opposition alliance emerge
over ties to HDP Kurds

Turkey’s alliance of six op-
position parties is in a war
of words over the role of
the country’s largest pro-Kurd-
ish group, part of an escalating
debate that can only benefit
Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan ahead of critical elec-
tions due to be held by June
2023.

Meral Aksener, the leader of the
right-wing nationalist lyi or Good
Party, declared during an inter-
nal party meeting on Sept. 6
that “we will not be at the same
table” with the Peoples’ Demo-
cratic Party (HDP) and that “the
HDP cannot be at the same
table as us.”

Aksener was responding to
comments by a member of the
main opposition Republican
People’s Party (CHP). CHP law-
maker Gursel Tekin had as-
serted in a Sept. 5 television
interview that HDP members
could be appointed as ministers
in a government to be formed
by his party and other opposi-
tion groups. His words triggered
a flurry of angry tweets from lyi
officials. Aksener’s statement
gave them an official seal of ap-
proval.

Start your PRO membership
today.
Join the Middle East’s top busi-
ness and policy professionals to
access exclusive PRO insights
today.

The HDP, the third-largest party
in the Turkish Parliament, is ac-
cused of advocating on behalf
of the outlawed Kurdistan
Workers Party (PKK) militants.
Countless HDP officials and
sympathizers including former
co-chair Selahattin Demirtas
are serving lengthy prison sen-
tences on thinly evidenced con-
victions. On Sept. 3, HDP
lawmaker Semra Guzel was ar-

rested as she allegedly sought
to flee the country.

Guzel is facing charges of PKK
membership and financing the
organization. She was stripped
of her parliamentary immunity in
March. Much of the evidence
against her is based on a ro-
mantic liaison between herself
and a guerrilla, making her a
“terrorist” herself. A photo of
Guzel posing in front of a water-
fall with her late fiancé was
found on his body when he was
killed in clashes with the Turkish
military in Iragi Kurdistan in
2017.

Guzel denies the charges,
saying the relationship took
place when the current govern-
ment was conducting peace
talks with the PKK. The talks
collapsed in 2015 together with
a two-and-a-half-year mutually
observed cease-fire, paving the
way for a new cycle of
violence that is claiming dozens
of lives on both sides.

In June 2021, the Constitutional
Court accepted an
indictment filed by the chief
prosecutor’s office to ban the
HDP. Its fate, the conventional
wisdom goes, will largely be de-
termined by Erdogan’s own
electoral calculations.

CHP leader Kemal Kilicdaroglu
has sought to strike this balance
by excluding the HDP while im-
pressing on the party’s leaders
the need to unite against Erdo-
gan. However, as the reaction
to Tekin’s remarks show, it's a
near impossible task, with lyi
pushing ever harder against any
association with the HDP.

Today, lyi’s provincial chair for
Yozgat, a nationalist stronghold
in central Anatolia, resigned
from the party in protest. Metin
Ozisik, a former major who

fought in the Turkish army’s
ranks against the PKK, said “As
someone who spent four years
combatting terrorism, who car-
ried martyrs in his arms ... |
cannot be around the same
table with a mentality that says
cabinet ministers’ posts can be
given to the PKK.”

One reason for lyi’s increasingly
hawkish stance is the emer-
gence of the Zafer or Victory
party led by the ultranationalist
academic Umit Ozdag, who is
campaigning on an overtly rac-
ist platform to expunge the
country of its estimated eight
million immigrants. Some com-
mentators have suggested that
Ozdag is being egged on if not
actually propped up by the AKP
to draw votes away from the op-
position, especially from Ak-
sener.

Kilicdaroglu sought to defuse
the row, calling the claims that
the HDP was being promised
posts «all lies.” He appealed for
calm yesterday, saying, “We are
sick of fights.” The CHP leader
stressed nonetheless that the
HDP was a political party whose
rights needed to be respected in
keeping with democratic norms.
“The HDP is a separate party
and they want to form a sep-
arate alliance,” Kilicdaroglu
said.

The glee within the AKP ranks
is palpable. Hilal Kaplan, a pro-
Erdogan columnist for the gov-
ernment mouthpiece Sabah,
shared a video on social media
of lyi lawmaker Yavuz Agiralio-
glu saying he too would never
accept sharing power with the
HDP. “The HDP is not at the
table, but the six-member alli-
ance’s biggest partner has al-
ready promised it cabinet
positions. |, for one, am con-
vinced,” she tweeted.

The HDP’s reaction has been
fairly muted so far. HDP law-
maker Meral Danis Bestas said
the party “is not haggling for
cabinet ministries with anybody
and has no approach beyond its
declared principles.”

“We'd like to hear how those
who seek to denigrate HDP
members through their artificial
debates using ugly language
plan on embracing society and
running the nation,” Bestas
tweeted. Privately HDP officials
air disgust, but refrain from
doing so publicly so as not to be
blamed for a potential collapse
of “the table.”

The Kurds are not the only fac-
tor bedeviling the opposition’s
efforts to hang together. The
matter of who they will field as a
joint candidate to run against
Erdogan for the presidency is
another. In recent months, a
consensus appeared to be
emerging around Kilicdaroglu.
Current opinion polls suggest
that he could beat Erdogan in a
runoff, though he still trails be-
hind the CHP mayors of Istan-
bul and Ankara.

The CHP’s trademark internal
strife coupled with lyi’s allergy to
the HDP could yet prove the op-
position’s undoing. That, in any
case, is what Erdogan is bank-
ing on. If nothing else he wants
to “neutralize” the Kurds — that
is, to get them to boycott the
polls, said Roj Girasun, the
founding director of RAWEST, a
research and polling outfit
based in the mainly Kurdish city
of Diyarbakir.

“The Kurds are realistic and ra-
tional. They aren’t expecting to
become ministers or the like,”
Girasun told Al-Monitor. But the
last days’ rhetoric “has
wounded their dignity, left a
scar,” he said.
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HRAN

HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVISTS NEWS AGEMCY

Nine Inmates Executed in Minab and
Taybad Prisons

On September 7, 2022, nine inmates convicted of drug-related crimes
were executed in Minab and Taybad Prisons.

ccording to HRANA,
Athe news agency of
Human Rights Activ-
ists, quoting Haal Vsh,
seven inmates were

executed in Minab Prison.

September 7, 2022

dividuals have been ident-
ified as Khalghollah Fahim-
Zadeh who is an Afghan

The inmates have been
identified as Soleyman Na-
rooie, Abdolghafoor Bahador-
zadeh Rigi, Abbas Nobakht,
Mohammad Zobeiri, Moham-
mad Kazemi, and Moham-

mad-Reza Hedayati.

Iran Human Rights Organ-
ization also reports the
execution of two inmates in
Taybad Prison in Khorasan
Razavi Province. These in-

National, and Hassan Hagh
Verdi-Zadeh.

Kurdistan au féminin 7 septembre 2022

Exercices militaires conjoints entre les forces
kurdes et la Coalition anti-El
prés de la frontiere Turquie/lrak

ujourd’hui, les forces de
la coalition anti-El diri-
gée par les Etats-Unis

et les forces arabo-kurdes
(FDS) ont mené des exercices
militaires conjoints dans la
campagne de Derik, prés de la
frontiere Turquie/lrak.

« Dans le cadre du soutien a la
sécurité et a la stabilité dans
les régions du nord et de I'est
de la Syrie, de la stabilisation
des efforts conjoints pour
combattre les cellules de I'El et
de la mise en place de capaci-
tés conjointes, nos forces et la
coalition internationale de lutte
contre I'El ont mené des ma-
nceuvres militaires conjointes
prés du village Taql Bakl de la
région de Derik dans le triangle
frontalier syro-irako-turc.

Les manceuvres comprenaient
des exercices a balles réelles
pour les armes lourdes et
moyennes, et d’autres exer-
cices de reconnaissance, de

b ¢ “ s
suivi des mouvements des cel-
lules terroristes(...).

Ces manceuvres sont les pre-
mieres dans cette région, et les

troisiemes de I'année dans le

"\ J

nord et I'est de la Syrie, ou la

région de Deir ez-Zor a connu
au cours de la derniere période
d’autres manceuvres simi-
laires. »

Information a été divulguée par
Farhad Shami, porte-parole
des médias des FDS
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En Irak, la « discorde » des chiites

uatre morts a

Bassorah, la

grande ville du

Sud irakien, 30 a
Bagdad, la capitale, et
quelque 600 blessés. Ba-
tailles de rues, batiments in-
cendiés, tirs de
lance-roquettes : lundi 29 et
mardi 30 aolt, la « zone
verte », le secteur protégé
de Bagdad qui abrite les
institutions gouvernemen-
tales et la plupart des am-
bassades occidentales,
avait sombré dans un climat
insurrectionnel. Les vio-
lences opposaient les parti-
sans du leader religieux
chiite Mogtada al-Sadr, re-
groupés dans ses Brigades
de la Paix, a ses ennemis,
chiites eux aussi, mais liés
aux milices soutenues par
Ilran, et a des unités des
forces spéciales de I'armée.

Pour la premiere fois depuis
I'invasion américaine de
I'lrak, la discorde religieuse,
la fitna, n’a pas opposé les
sunnites aux chiites et aux
Kurdes, mais est née au
sein méme de la commu-
nauté chiite qui, depuis la
chute de la dictature de
Saddam Hussein en 20083,
détient la réalité du pouvoir

ne fait que commencer

en occupant le poste de
Premier ministre. Emiettée
en divers courants dotés
d’autant de milices, subis-
sant l'influence compliquée
de Téhéran, la commu-
nauté chiite réglait jusqu’ici
ses querelles a huis clos,
gréace al'influence incontes-
tée de .

Mais la crise politique a eu
raison de la paix : depuis
bientdét un an, I'lrak n’a ni
président de la République
ni gouvernement de plein
exercice, et les chefs d’un
systeme confessionnel a
bout de souffle n’arrivent
pas a s’accorder sur le chef
de gouvernement qui suc-
cédera a Moustafa al-Ka-
zimi, qui gere les affaires
courantes.

Tensions autour de la
succession du « pape »
des chiites

Vainqueur des législatives
d’octobre 2021, le clerc po-
puliste Moqgtada al-Sadr, fils
d’un grand ayatollah assas-
siné sur ordre de Saddam
Hussein il y a vingt-trois
ans, ne veut plus d’un Pre-
mier ministre de compromis
entre factions chiites. Natio-

naliste, ayant pris ses dis-
tances avec I'lran, il exige,
fort de sa victoire aux élec-
tions, le droit de le désigner,
en s’alliant aux sunnites et
a un parti kurde. Depuis un
mois, ses sympathisants
campent aux abords du
Parlement, pour soutenir
I’exigence de leur chef.

Quant a ses rivaux, soute-
nus par Téhéran et regrou-
pés au sein de la coalition
du Cadre de Coordination,
ils veulent que le systéme
confessionnel mis en place
par les Américains en 2003
perdure. C’est lorsque «
Mogtada », coutumier de
ces annonces fracassantes,
a fait part de son « retrait
définitif » de la vie politique,
le 29 aolt, que la « zone
verte » de Bagdad s’est em-
brasée. Cette annonce a
suivi la déclaration d’un
ayatollah proche de lui, Ka-
dhim al-Haeri, qui, sous la
pression iranienne, a re-
commandé a ses disciples
de suivre Ali Khamenei, le
Guide supréme iranien, et
non pas Ali al-Sistani, I'aya-
tollah de Nadjaf, vénéré par
plus de 200 millions de fi-
déles et dont le rang est
bien plus élevé dans la hié-

rarchie religieuse que celui
du numéro un iranien. Les
armes ont fini par se taire
lorsque « Moqtada »,
voyant que le rapport de
force n’était pas en sa fa-
veur, a rappelé ses mili-
tants.

Car Vlinsurrection qui a
éclaté en Irak traduit égale-
ment les tensions qui entou-
rent la succession du «
pape » des chiites, Ali al-
Sistani, 92 ans. La déclara-
tion d’Al-Haeri, qu’elle soit
forcée ou volontaire, peut
étre comprise comme une
tentative de la part de I'lran
de contenir politiquement le
nationaliste irakien Moqg-
tada al-Sadr, mais aussi
comme la volonté de la Ré-
publique islamique de s’im-
poser dans la succession
du religieux quiétiste Ali al-
Sistani. Et d’imposer a un
pays qui I'a toujours refusé
son systéme de « velayat-e
fagih », qui confére aux re-
ligieux un droit de tutelle sur
le pouvoir politique. La
mainmise de I'lran sur I'lrak,
en cours depuis 2003, se-
rait ainsi totalement confor-
tée. Oui, la fitna chiite ne fait
gue commencer.
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Kurdistan au féminin

8 septembre 2022

La Turquie poursuit ses attaques
visant le Rojava

‘armée turque pour-
Lsuit ses attaques vi-

sant les Kurdes du
Rojava / Syrie du Nord et
de I'Est. La région autour de
Tall Tamer est particuliere-
ment touchée, ou l'alimen-
tation électrique est a
nouveau interrompue suite
aux attaques turco-jiha-
distes.

La Turquie continue d’atta-
quer le nord de la Syrie.
Mercredi, les attaques ont
commencé t6t le matin avec

le bombardement du village
d’Umm al-Hos dans le can-
ton de Shehba. Pendant la

IRAK

journée, les attaques ont
visé les localités de Séx Eli,
Til Senan, Micérbe, Abush,

Dirdara, Tawila et Til Cuma
pres de Til Temir, Soxaneké
a Afrin-Sérawa et Séx lsa,
dans le canton de Shehba.
En raison des attaques en
cours, l'alimentation élec-
trique de Til Temir a été de
nouveau stoppée. Depuis
I'occupation de Serékaniyé
en octobre 2019, la centrale
a été mis hors service des
dizaines de fois par les
bombardements turco-jiha-
distes. (ANF)

Kurdistan au féminin 8 septembre 2022

Les femmes kurdes manifestent contre
l'insécurité a Marivan

es femmes (et quelques
Dhommes) ont manifesté

dans la ville kurde de
Meriwan, au Kurdistan d’lran,
contre l'insécurité dont elles
sont victimes. Les manifesta-
tions ont lieu aprés la mort
d’'une femme kurde (Silér
Resul) qui s’est jetée par la fe-
nétre de sa maison pour
échapper a son agresseur.

Les manifestantes se sont ras-
semblées devant le palais de
justice de Meriwan, scandant
«Nous sommes toutes Siler.
Nous vengerons le sang de
Siler » . (Hengaw)

A
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Kurdish documentary to showcase in

Kurdish short documen-
tary titled Laboratory
No.2 will be showcased

in the 17th edition of Shorts
Mexico, an international short
film festival taking place in the
Latin country throughout the
month.

Written and directed by Awara
Omar and Edris Abdi, Labora-
tory No.2 tells the story of
Hama Tofigq, an elderly man
who’s been working as a civil
servant in the medical labora-
tory department of the Univer-
sity of Sulaimani for 14 years.
The film has already been dis-
played in numerous inter-
national film festivals, receiving

ABORATOR

NO.”

international film festival

Laboratory No. 2 poster. Photo: submitted

praise for depicting a fresh
genre of Kurdish filmmaking.

“One of the feedbacks we got
from the audience, which was

very important to them, many
of the filmmakers that came
from South America were not
very familiar with Kurds, or

their only introduction to Kur-
dish people were through films
that depict them [Kurds] as vic-
tims,” Abdi told Rudaw’s Banu
Dilshad on Thursday.

Laboratory No.2 was awarded
Best Kurdish Documentary
Film at the 5th Sulaimani Inter-
national Film Festival.

Shorts Mexico has provided a
platform for young filmmakers
to showcase their works in
dozens of venues and for thou-
sands of spectators since
2006. Over a thousand short
films from around the world
were displayed in last year’s
edition.

R=&J

8 septembre 2022

La justice turque interdit le livre de I’ancienne
députée emprisonnée Figen Yuksekdag

Un tribunal turc a interdit la distribution et la vente d’un recueil de poemes écrit par Figen
YUlksekdag, ancienne coprésidente du HDP emprisonnée depuis prés de huit ans.

n Turquie, les interdic-
Etions de livres critiques,

notamment  d’ceuvres
d’écrivains kurdes ou en lien
avec les Kurdes, font partie,
pour ainsi dire, de la routine.
Souvent, ils sont considérés
par la justice comme des outils
de « propagande en faveur
d’une organisation terroriste »
et censurés en tant que tels.
Derniére victime en date:
« Yikilacak Duvarlar » (en fran-
cais: Les murs s’écrouleront)

de Figen Yuksekdag, un re-
cueil de poémes rédigé en pri-
son par la politicienne du Parti
démocratique des Peuples
(HDP) emprisonnée depuis
2016. Un tribunal d’Antalya I'a
désormais interdit, les éditions
de ce livre ne peuvent plus étre
vendues depuis jeudi. La pro-
chaine étape consistera pour
les représentants de la sécurité
de I’Etat a se rendre dans les
librairies et la maison d’édition
afin de confisquer tous les re-

cueils de poémes disponibles
en vue de leur destruction.

« Yikilacak Duvarlar » a été
publié en 2020 par la maison
d’édition Ceylan a Istanbul. Le
livre parle de résistance,
d’amour et de foi inébranlable
en la paix, la liberté et la jus-
tice. YUksekdag fait notam-
ment rencontrer les « 33
voyageurs du réve », comme
on appelle les victimes de I'at-
tentat de Surug¢ de 2015, avec

Taybet Inan, une autre victime
de la terreur. Cette femme
kurde, appelée « mére Tay-
bet », fut abattue par I'armée
turque a Silopi en décembre
2015, durant le siege militaire
de la ville située dans la pro-
vince kurde de Cizre. Son
corps est resté dans la rue
pendant sept jours, I'armée
ayant empéché quiconque de
le récupérer. Des proches et
des voisins essuyérent des tirs
de snipers alors qu'ils tentaient
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de récupérer le corps de cette
femme de 57 ans, mére de
onze enfants.

Pour justifier concrétement I'in-
terdiction du livre, la justice
turque a choisi une ligne du
poéme « Bulutlu Bagim » (en
francais : Ma téte trouble).
« L’humanité se tortille au bord
du néant tandis que les sous-
sols bralent, emmaillotées
dans I'obscurité, que l'on tire
dans la téte des bébés dans
les maisons isolées. » Yiksek-
dag habille ainsi de mots les
conditions dans les « sous-sols
de la mort de Cizre », une ex-
pression qui désigne une série
de massacres perpétrés par
armée turque en 2016 dans la
ville de Cizre, dans des sous-
sols d’immeubles ou de nom-
breuses personnes s’étaient
réfugiées pendant le siége mi-
litaire. Selon les rapports des
organisations de défense des
droits humains, au moins 177
personnes ont été brilées ou
abattues par les forces de sé-
curité dans les « sous-sols de
I’horreur ». Au moins 288 per-

YIKILAGAX DUVARLAR
Figen Yiksekdag

Figen Yiiksekdag, ancienne coprésidente et députée du HDP, emprison-
née en Turquie depuis novembre 2016, est l'auteure d'un recueil de
poemes qui vient d'étre interdit par la justice turque

sonnes au total sont mortes
durant le siege.

Selon le tribunal d’Antalya,
I’évocation par Figen Yiksek-
dag de ces crimes dans un
poéme a pour « seul but de
maintenir ’'existence organisa-
tionnelle de I'organisation ter-
roriste PKK/KCK et de gagner
le soutien de grandes
masses ». Dans la phrase
« (...) les bébés dans les mai-
sons isolées », la justice turque
voit une « glorification des
membres de I'organisation ter-

roriste ». La maison d’édition
Ceylan a commenté l'interdic-
tion du livre en ces termes :
« Ces poémes ont depuis long-
temps franchi les murs. Nous
insistons sur le fait que nous
ne ferons aucun compromis
avec ceux qui prennent de
telles décisions sous le couvert
du droit. Quelles que soient les
conditions, qu’il s’agisse de
poemes, de romans révolution-
naires ou de feuilles de route
théoriques, notre collectif d’édi-
tion partagera ses oceuvres

avec les lectrices et les lec-
teurs. Avec résistance, avec
une obstination vivante. »

Qui est Figen Yiksekdag ?
Née en 1971 a Adana, Figen
Yiiksekdag est cofondatrice du
Parti socialiste des opprimés
(Ezilenlerin Sosyalist Partisi,
ESP), dont elle a été la prési-
dente jusqu’en septembre
2014, année ou son parti a re-
joint le HDP. Au deuxiéme
congres du HDP, le 22 juin
2014, Figen Yuksekdag est
élue coprésidente du parti
avec le député kurde
Selahattin Demirtas. Aux élec-
tions législatives de juin 2015,
elle est élue a Van. L'année
suivante, le 4 novembre 2016,
elle est arrétée avec de nom-
breux autres députés du HDP,
dont Demirtas. Depuis, elle est
détenue dans la prison de
haute sécurité de Kandira,
dans la province de Kocaeli, a
I'ouest de la Turquie. Elle fait
partie des 108 accusés pour-
suivis dans le cadre du proces
dit de Kobané et encourt a ce
titre la prison a vie.

September 9, 2022

‘Level of Kurdistan Region’s universities

he level of universities
I in the Kurdistan Re-
gion has improved,
said Kurdistan Region
Prime Minister Masrour
Barzani while delivering a
speech at the graduation
ceremony of Hawler Medi-
cal University’s students on
Saturday.

“The Kurdistan Regional
Government (KRG) has re-

improved’: PM Barzani

cently approved the Ac-
creditation Board for Educa-
tion and Higher Education
Programs to develop the
scientific and academic
level of our universities and
educational institutions,”
said the prime minister.

Barzani stated that he has
witnessed that the level of
Kurdistan Region univer-
sities has improved in re-

cent years, and to compete
with the world's universities,
he felt it necessary to estab-
lish this board, to raise the
ranks of the universities.
“One of the most important
aspects of the reform of the
KRG ninth cabinet is to re-
form the health sector, im-
prove the quality of
hospitals and reform the im-
port and testing of drugs,”
said Barzani.

Hawler Medical University
was established by the
KRG Council of Ministers in
July 2005 and endorsed by
the Council of Ministers of
the Iraqi Federal Govern-
ment in March 2006. The
university includes the Col-
lege of Medicine, College of
Dentistry, College of Phar-
macy, College of Nursing,
and College of Health
Sciences.
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e Nionde

10 septembre 2022
Par Angéle Pierre

Turquie :
I’étau se resserre sur les réfugiés syriens

L'inquiétude grandit parmi les exilés, qui se heurtent a des difficultés adminis-
tratives de plus en plus grandes tandis que le pouvoir durcit le ton a leur égard.

e durcissement du dis-
Lcours politique a Ankara

et les esquisses de re-
prise de dialogue avec Damas
mises en avant par le pouvoir
rebattent les cartes pour de
nombreux Syriens installés en
Turquie. « Beaucoup de gens
autour de moi se préparent a
nouveau a partir, pour aller en
Europe », observe Zaynab,
29 ans, originaire d’ldlib (nord-
ouest de la Syrie). « Nous revi-
vons un peu la méme
atmosphere qu’en 2015 »,
ajoute-t-elle, en référence a
I’arrivée massive, cette année-
la, de réfugiés syriens dans
I’espace Schengen.

« Le régime [de Damas] et 'op-
position doivent se réconcilier
(...) Nous pensons qu’une ré-
conciliation est indispensable a
une paix durable en Syrie », a
affirmé le ministre turc des af-
faires étrangeres, Mevlit Ca-
vusoglu, a Ankara, lors d’'une
conférence de presse, le
16 aolt. Depuis cette déclara-
tion, largement interprétée
comme une tentative d’apaise-
ment avec Damas, les craintes
se sont ravivées au sein de la
population syrienne exilée en
Turquie.

Le président turc, Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, qui n’hésitait
pas a qualifier Bachar Al-
Assad de « tyran » en 2016,
s’est également montré plus
conciliant a son retour
d’Ukraine, le 18 ao(t : « Notre
probleme n’est pas de vaincre
ou de ne pas vaincre Al-
Assad », avait-il alors assuré
aux journalistes.

A

\

Un drapeau turc a été accroché a la devanture d’un magasin du quartier
d’Onder, a Ankara, ou vivent de nombreux réfugiés syriens, le 12 aoGt
2021. TUNAHAN TURHAN / SOPA IMAGES / SIPA

Diatribes anti-migrants

« Vous pensez sérieusement
que l'on peut s’asseoir a la
table des négociations avec la
personne qui nous massacrait
hier ?, s’insurge Taha Elgazi,
quadragénaire originaire du
nord de la Syrie et militant pour
les droits des réfugiés. Nous
ne pourrons jamais faire
confiance a ce régime. »

Essentiellement installés dans
les grandes villes, 3,6 millions
de Syriens bénéficient d’un
statut de protection temporaire
en Turquie. lls sont enregistrés
dans leur ville de résidence et
ne peuvent voyager qu’avec
une autorisation de déplace-
ment ad hoc. Officiellement,
211 000 Syriens se seraient vu
accorder la nationalité turque
ces derniéres années.

Or, si les premiers mois de la
guerre en Syrie, en 2011, ont

été marqués par une politique
d’accueil du Parti (islamo-
conservateur) de la justice et
du développement (AKP, au
pouvoir), I’enlisement du conflit
a progressivement éloigné les
perspectives de retour au pays
des réfugiés syriens. Et apres
onze années de cohabitation,
la population turque manifeste
désormais ouvertement sa las-
situde.

Au fur et & mesure que la Tur-
quie s’enfonce dans la crise
économique, les diatribes anti-
migrants de leaders politiques
nationalistes se font de plus en
plus décomplexées. En instru-
mentalisant politiquement la
question, la coalition d’opposi-
tion, dominée par les nationa-
listes, s’en est fait le principal
relais.

Fausses informations

Parmi les réfugiés syriens ren-

contrés, l'inquiétude s’est ins-
tallée. Tous disent ressentir
trés nettement une augmenta-
tion de I'hostilité a leur égard.

D’innombrables fausses infor-
mations circulent, venant ali-
menter la tension. C’est le cas,
par exemple, des aides suppo-
sément accordées par le gou-
vernement turc aux réfugiés
syriens au détriment de sa
propre population. « J'ai peur.
Il'y a deux jours, le voisin de
ma mere a été tué a coups de
couteau par d’autres adoles-
cents. Il avait 17 ans. Nous en-
tendons ce genre d’histoires
toutes les deux semaines »,
s’inquiete Zaynab.

La crispation s’exprime autant
dans les situations les plus tri-
viales du quotidien que lors
des reglements de comptes les
plus meurtriers. Les expédi-
tions punitives contre des réfu-
giés a Ankara en aolt 2021
avaient déja laissé craindre
une flambée de violence plus
large dans le pays. Désormais,
la question migratoire constitue
'une des principales préoc-
cupations avancées par I'élec-
torat turc dans la perspective
de la présidentielle et des lé-
gislatives de juin 2023. En fe-
vrier, un sondage de l'institut
Metropoll indiquait que 82 %
des personnes interrogées
souhaitaient le retour des réfu-
giés syriens dans leur pays.

« Depuis les élections locales
de 2019, ou 'AKP a perdu ls-
tanbul, la politique migratoire
du gouvernement a change,
analyse Didem Danis, socio-
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logue spécialiste des ques-
tions migratoires et profes-
seure a l'université de
Galatasaray. Certains, au sein
de I'’AKP, ont imputé leur échec
a la politique en matiere de ré-
fugiés. »

La perte trés symbolique de la
plus grande ville du pays a en
effet été vécue comme une hu-
miliation au sein du parti de
Recep Tayyip Erdogan. Et la ri-
poste ne s’était pas fait atten-
dre. Dans les quartiers a forte
population syrienne, les autori-
tés locales ont rapidement im-
posé aux commerces une
police plus grande pour les
mots écrits en turc que pour
ceux écrits en arabe sur les
enseignes. D’autres mesures
sont venues renforcer ce vi-
rage a Istanbul. « Les enfants

syriens dont les parents ont été
enregistrés dans d’autres villes
de Turquie a leur arrivée ne
sont plus autorisés a s’inscrire
dans les écoles publiques d’ls-
tanbul, se désole Taha Elgazi.
C’est une maniere d’inciter les
Syriens a quitter la ville. »

Reconduites arbitraires

Autre symptdéme de I'épuise-
ment du modéle d’accueil turc :
le projet de « dilution » élaboré
par le ministere de l'intérieur,
qui consiste a suspendre la do-
miciliation de réfugiés syriens
dans les quartiers ou la popu-
lation étrangére dépasse les
20 %, est entré en vigueur
dans seize régions a travers le
pays.

Les réfugiés sentent ainsi

I'étau se resserrer. Nombre
d’entre eux disent rencontrer
des difficultés administratives
au moment d’actualiser leur
statut. Les délais imposés, de
plus en plus longs, peuvent
parfois donner lieu a des re-
conduites arbitraires aux fron-
tieres et I'éventualité d’un
contréle de police a l'issue in-
certaine terrorise les exilés.

Le porte-parole du ministre de
lintérieur a indiqué, le 4 sep-
tembre, que 520 000 réfugiés
étaient rentrés en Syrie ces
derniéres années, mais de
nombreux observateurs et as-
sociations dénoncent des re-
tours forcés.

A terme, I'objectif est de ren-
voyer « un million de Syriens »,
comme I'a annoncé M. Erdo-

gan en mai. Ce vaste projet
de retour « volontaire » — selon
le discours officiel — s'imbrique
a la stratégie turque d’implan-
tation dans le nord de la Syrie.
L’achévement de la constitu-
tion de la zone tampon de
trente kilometres le long de la
frontiere sert de justification
aux velléités de mener une
nouvelle intervention militaire
contre les combattants kurdes
des Unités de protection du
peuple, comme l'avait alors
souligné le président turc. Mais
I’'aspect artificiel des projets de
logements prévus dans la zone
frole la dystopie et I'éclatement
actuel de la Syrie ne laisse
aucun espoir aux exilés de re-
trouver leur ville d’origine.m

11 septembre 2022

Une nouvelle attaque de drone turque
a Shengal

n véhicule des YBS a

été ciblé dimanche

matin par un drone
turc prés de Khanesor (Xa-
nesor), dans la région yézi-
die de Shengal.

L’armée turque a mené ce
matin une attaque de drone
ciblée sur un véhicule ap-
partenant aux Unités de
Résistance de Shengal
(YBS) dans la région de
Shengal (Sinjar), au Sud-
Kurdistan (nord de I'lrak).
L'attaque est survenue a
proximité d’'une base de
I'armée irakienne, dans le
village de Behreva, prées de
Khanesor. Le véhicule a été
bombardé a deux reprises,

ont indiqué les YBS dans
un communiqué publié peu
apres l'attaque.

Les YBS ont déclaré toute-
fois n’avoir subi aucune
perte humaine, tout en pré-
cisant que des vols de re-
connaissance de la Turquie
avaient lieu dans la région
depuis une quinzaine de
jours. « L’Etat envahisseur
turc est dans une position
d’attaque constante et met
en ceuvre différentes mé-
thodes d’agression »,a sou-
ligné le commandement
des YBS.

« Depuis que Shengal a été
libérée des bandes crimi-

nelles de I'Etat islamique
(El), sa population est en
permanence confrontée a
des attaques de drone »,
poursuit le communiqué. Et
d’ajouter: « de toute évi-
dence, la Turquie veut
achever ce que I'El n’a pas
réussi a faire ». Depuis le
génocide qui a meurtri
Shengal en 2014, la région
a été attaquée a plusieurs
reprises par la Turquie au
nom de la « lutte contre le
PKK (Parti des Travailleurs
du Kurdistan) ». Selon I'au-
torité autonome locale, I'ob-
jectif poursuivi par la
Turquie est de saper la sé-
curité et la stabilité de la ré-
gion et d’empécher ainsi les

Yézidis chassés par I'El de
rentrer chez eux.

Ces derniers mois, la Tur-
quie a intensifié ses frappes
de drone au Rojava (nord
de la Syrie) et au Sud-Kur-
distan. La derniére attaque
de drone a Shengal a eu
lieu le 29 aolt. Deux
combattants des YBS
avaient alors été blessés.
Le méme jour, Evizet Abdul-
lah Abid, pére de six en-
fants, a été tué dans une
autre attaque de drone
turque visant le camp de ré-
fugiés de Makhmour, au
Sud-Kurdistan.
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Middle East heating nearly twice as fast as

The Middle East is heating
at nearly twice the global
average, threatening po-
tentially devastating impacts on

its people and economies, a
new climate study shows.

Barring swift policy changes,
its more than 400 million people
face extreme heatwaves, pro-
longed droughts and sea level
rises, said the report released
ahead of the UN's COP27 cli-
mate summit in Egypt later this
year.

The study found an average
increase of 0.45 degrees
Celsius per decade across the
Middle East and eastern Medi-
terranean region, based on data
for 1981-2019, during which
the global average rise was
0.27 degrees per decade.
Without immediate changes,
the region is projected to heat
up by five degrees Celsius by
the end of the century, possibly
exceeding "critical thresholds
for human adaptability" in some
countries, the report states.

People "will face major health
challenges and risks of liveli-
hood, especially underprivileged
communities, the elderly,
children and pregnant women",

global average: Report

wrote Jos Lelieveld of the Max
Planck Institute for Chemistry
and the Cyprus Institute, which
both provided support for the
research.

The study covers the region
stretching from Greece and
Egypt in the west through to
Lebanon, Syria and Iraq, and
the Gulf states of Bahrain, Ku-
wait and the United Arab Emir-
ates as well as Iran in the east.

- 'Severe challenges' -

The Middle East not only stands
to suffer seriously from climate
change but has also become a
major contributor to it, said the
report first published in June in
the journal Reviews of Geo-

physics and updated this week.
The study shows that the oil-
rich Middle East is on course
to becoming one of the world's
leading sources of greenhouse
gas emissions, overtaking the
European Union within several
years.

Lelieveld warned that, "since
many of the regional outcomes
of climate change are trans-
boundary, stronger collaboration
among the countries is indis-
pensable to cope with the ex-
pected adverse impacts".

Lead author George Zittis wrote
that "business-as-usual path-
ways for the future" would ex-
pand arid climate zones, and

the rising seas "would imply
severe challenges for coastal
infrastructure and agriculture",
particularly affecting Egypt's
densely populated Nile Delta.
According to the report, "virtually
all" areas of life will be "critically
affected" by hotter, dryer climate
conditions, potentially contribu-
ting to an increase in mortality
rates and exacerbating "inequal-
ities between the more affluent
and impoverished populations"
of the region.

Representatives from nearly
200 countries are due to meet
in November in the Egyptian
Red Sea resort town of Sharm
el-Sheikh to follow up on the
2015 Paris Agreement, which
saw nations promise to limit
global heating to "well below"
two degrees (3.6 degrees
Fahrenheit) and to work towards
a safer 1.5 degree cap through
sweeping emissions cuts.

The planet has warmed on
average by nearly 1.2 degrees
since per-industrial times. In
May, the UN's World Meteoro-
logical Organization said there
was an even chance that the
1.5 degree target would be
breached within the next five
years.

® hianet

13 septembre 2022

Four women journalists join hunger strike In
Diyarbakir Prison

our women journalists in
Fthe Diyarbakir Women's
Prison have started a
hunger strike to draw attention

to rights violations in prisons.
Releasing a statement through

their attorneys yesterday (Sep-
tember 12), the journalists said
they will continue the hunger
strike for five days with other
prisoners.

Safiye Alagas, Nese Toprak,
Remziye Temel and Elif Ungiir
were among the 16 journalists
who were arrested in the south-
eastern province of Diyarbakir
in June.

The strike aims to end the fol-
lowing violations:

p Camera surveillance of the
wards in the prison
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P> Strip search

p Il prisoners not being
treated

P All social events in the
prison are prevented

In their statement, the journal-
ists called for "awareness and
solidarity" from the civil society
and the public.

Why are they in prison?

On June 8, the police raided
several homes and offices of
news outlets in the predomi-
nantly Kurdish populated prov-
ince of Diyarbakir. Twenty-two

people, including 20 journalists,
were detained.

After eight days in detention, a
judgeship ruled for the arrest

of 16 journalists on "terrorist
propaganda" charges, citing
their news reports and social
media posts as evidence.

During their interrogation, the
questions they were asked in-
cluded what they meant by
"Kurdish question" and whether
they had received instructions,
an attorney of the journalists
had told bianet.

The arrests triggered a back-
lash from journalists and inter-
national organizations.

duvaRe.

September 13,2022

Kurdish family battered in racist attack in
western Turkey

A Kurdish family who wanted to buy a house at a village
in the western province of Aydin were severely battered in racist attack.

racist group battered a
Kurdish family who
bought a house in a vil-

lage in the western province of
Aydin, saying “Kurds cannot
live here.”

Cengiz Turkan bought a house
in the Arpadere village of Aydin’s
incirliova district. The locals
threatened Cengiz Turkan, who
went to the village with his
family to see the house, saying
that they could not live in the
village because they were
Kurds.

Then the villagers blocked the
road when the family wanted
to leave the village and attacked
them. The villagers used iron
sticks and severely battered
four members of the family, in-

cluding women and children,
Mezopotamya News Agency
reported on Sept. 13.

The battered Semra Turkan as-
ked for help from the state's
Women Support Application
(KADES) mobile application,
but no police teams were sent.

Describing the incident, Emrah
Cakmaz, who was badly injured,
said that the villagers attacked
them with iron sticks.

“l said, 'I'm bleeding out and
I'm going to die'. They didn't
care. Someone threw a stone
at me, it hit me in the neck.

Meanwhile, | called the gen-
darmerie and asked for help.
But the gendarmerie said, 'Go
to the hospital and get a report
of assault. Then file a complaint
about all of them,' and then
they hung up the phone,” he
said.

Cakmaz further described the
incident as follows: “When |
went to the hospital, my father
called me and said ‘We are all
in a very bad condition. Your
brother Hasan's condition is
very bad, they broke his skull.
They fired a gun at your mo-
ther's foot. | ran into the forest
to save my life. Your mother
and brother may have died.’
When my family fell uncons-
cious, villagers thought they
were dead and left the scene.”
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Jailed Kurdish politician hospitalised
in Turkey after health deteriorated

n imprisoned Kurdish
politician was urgently
taken to a hospital in

Turkey’s northwestern province
on Friday after her health de-
teriorated in jail, reported a pro-
Kurdish media outlet. She re-
cently contracted coronavirus
and has been diagnosed with
dementia as well.

Aysel Tugluk, 57, is a former
lawmaker for the pro-Kurdish
Peoples' Democratic Party
(HDP). She was jailed in De-
cember 2016 as part of a fresh
crackdown on members of her
party for terror-related charges.
Selahattin