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n the 13th of this
month, the President
of the Iraqi Kurdistan
Regiona, Massud
Barzani, held a Press

conference near the city of Sinjar
to announce that the city had
been completely rre-taken from
ISIS.

Sinjar (called Shegal in Kurdish),
a little mountainous region
whose principal city bears its
name, lies on the Syrian borders.
Mainly inhabited by Yezidis,
who form a non-Moslem reli-
gious community, considered
“Devil–worshippers” by ISIS. it
has been occupied by the latter
on August 2014. About 50,000

unarmed civilians had to seek
refuge in the surrounding moun-
tains, without food or water.
Nearly 5,000 men and children
were massacred in the town and
the surrounding Yezidi villages.
The Syrian Kurdish PYD party
succeeded in opening a corridor
that enabled a large part of the
Yezidis trapped in the Sinjar
mountain massif to escape from
te Jihadists by going towards
Rojava (Syrian Kurdistan) on the
ther side of the Syrian border.
However, thousands of Yezidi
women, perhaps as many os
5,000 of them, were captured by
the Jihadists and either forcibly
“married ” to its activists, sold
into sexual slavery or murdered.

At the time UNO denounced
this as an attempted genocide —
thousands of them are still in
ISIS’s hands.

In December 2014 Peshmerga
units of the Kurdistan Regional
Government (KRG) had suc-
ceeded in driving ISIS out of the
Northern part of the Sinjar
Massif, though the city, in the
Southern part was still in the
hands of the Jihadists. Early this
month the Peshmergas began to
deploy with the aim of winning
back the Southern part of the
Sinjar Massif and the city itself.

The loss of Sinjar is a serious
defeat for ISIS as this region lies
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on the organisations strategic
line of communication between
its “capital”, Raqqa, and Mosul,
its principal stronghold in Iraq.
Indeed, Masud Barzani also stat-
ed that the liberation of Sinjar
would have an important impact
on the liberation of Mosul. Many
experts agree that ISIS probably
set of the Paris terrorist attacks
on the same day as its lost Sinjar
so as to minimise its loss in the
world news.

While the recovery of Sinjar is an
important advance in the strug-
gle against ISIS, it also raises a
variety of other problems.

The first of these is the future of
the recovered area. While the
Yezidis are overwhelmingly
Kurdish speakers, Sinjar is one
of the areas subject to dispute
between the Iraqi central
Government and the KRG, and
is not officially part of the
Kurdistan federal region. Yet, in
his speech, Masud Barzani
pointed out that as “the city was
been liberation by the blood of the
Peshmergas it would thus be incor-
porated in the Kurdistan Federal
Region”. Prime Minister
Neçirvan Barzani later made a
statement of the same import: “I
am glad to tell our beloved people of
Sinjar that we are going to take the
legal and administrative measures
to support their demand for making
Sinjar into a province in its own
right”. The Iraqi central
Government cannot fail to be
annoyed by such a decision
although it is in no position to
oppose it.

It is interesting to note that this
decision had already been
approved by Murat Karayilan,
the leader of the PKK, the
Turkish Kurdistan party, whose
troops had part in the battle,
though not mentioned by Masud
Barzani. He said, in this respect
“We see no reason for separating
Sinjar from Kurdistan”. 

Indeed, the battle for the city was
co-ordinated by the KRG with the
help of anti-ISIS Coalition — US
Special Forces were present as
advisors to the Kurds as well as a
number of other forces. The KRG
announced it had deployed 7,500
Peshmergas, butthese were
organised on the front in groups
according to their political affilia-
tions. Thus in addition to the
Barzani’s KDP Peshmerga units,
to which were added some
Yezidis, the PUK Peshmerga units
also took part. Many Yezidis, who
had lost confidence in the
Peshmergas after the ISIS attack,
had formed their own fighting
units, sometimes organised on a
tribal basis. The PKK, who had
about 5,000 fighters in the region
and the PYD, its Syrian brother
party, also took part nad had
formed their own Yezidi militia
groups… The recapture of the city
proper had been delayed by dif-
ferences between the various
Kurdish forces — thus the KRG
had asked the PKK to leave the
region, to which the PKK had
replied that it would when ISIS
had been driven out.

Following their retaking of the
city, the Kurdish fighters spent
some weeks clearing the town of
the booby traps that had been
hidden there by the Jihadists.
Also over a dozen mass graves
were discovered neat the city by
the end of the month, mostly
containing the bodies of mur-
dered Yezidi women.

Immediately opposite Sinjar, on
the Syrian side of the border, the
Kurds had also dealt ISIS a
severe blow. On the 14th of the
month the Syrian Democratic
Forces (SDF), a Kurdish-Arab
alliance, essentially organised
round the PYD and supported
by the anti-ISIS Coalition, won
back from ISIS the small town of
Al-Hawl, to the East of Hassaké
Province. Like Sinjar, Al-Hawl
lies on the, ain road linking

Mosul and Raqqa. This is the
first significant success for the
SDFs, officially created with US
support the month before. It is a
step towards the liberation of
Hassaké as a whole, which was
the declared objective of the SDF.
On the 17th, the SDF’s
spokesman, Talal Ali Sello,
announced that the organisation
had driven the Jihadists from
200 villages in the province.

ISIS seems to be taking the threat
to their “capital” seriously — the
leading Jihadists are evacuating
their families from Raqqa but
also expelling Kurdish families
from the town to Palmyra,
accusing them of providing
information to the YPG (People’s
Protection Units), a PYD aligned
militia.

On another front, the YPG,
backed by Russian fighter air-
craft, advanced on the 28th in
the d’Al-Azaz area, North of
Aleppo, waging fierce battles
against the Al-Nosra Front, an
al-Qaïda affiliate. This is an
important area for the PYD,
since it separated the two
Kurdish “Cantons” of Kubané
and Afrin. Its control would
enable the Kurds to set up a con-
tinuous, and more defendable
territory. This implies taking
control of the town of
Jerabblous, at present held by
ISIS. Turkey has repeatedly
declared that it would not accept
such a more. However the YPG
seems to enjoy the support of
both the Russians and the
Americans — which would
make any Turkish intervention
politically delicate… Russia has
stated that it does not consider
the PKK (or its brother party the
PYD) terrorist organisations and
the United States have sent some
of their Special Forces to Kobané
to train and advise the Kurds. 

Sources differ on the US posi-
tion, some saying that the ameri-
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cans have confirmed the Turkish
ban on crossing the Euphrates,
while others say that the

American might advise the YPG
to just take Jerablous — thus
sealing the border through

which foreign Jihadists have
been joining ISIS for several
months.

he AKP won a comfort-
able victory in the early
elections odf Sunday
1st November. With
49% of the votes and

317 seats out of 550, President
Erdogan has regained control of
Parliament, which he lost in the
June elections. Winning 10 points
more than in the previous elec-
tion, increasing its score in 84 of
the country’s 85 constituencies,
the party won back the 3 million
votes it had lost last June. The
strategy Mr. Erdogan adopted
has this paid off — by refusing
any alliance that could have
enabled the formation of a coali-
tion government, the AKP will be
able to continue running the
country on its own. However, he
has not secured the 367 members
of parliament needed to amend
the constitution without needing
a referendum for the
“Presidentialised” constitution
Mr Edogan wants.

How did this victory, which
upset the forecasts of all the
opinion polls, take place? First ly
by hunting for votes in the areas
and adopting the policies of the
ultra-nationalist MHP party,
using a far Right rhetoric based
on tension and fear, and special-
ly by attacking the Kurds as the
“enemy within”. Indeed, in pub-
lishing the election results, the
opposition daily headlined the
as “The Victory of Fear”. And it
was certainly the MHP that lost
most heavily in this election — 2
million votes, mainly to the AKP.
This political about turn did not
arouse any internal discussion
with the AKP — any moderates
who might have opposed it had
been purged months before.

The second large vote loss was
sustained by the pro-Kurdish
progressive organisation the
HDP, which scored a million
votes less than in June, as the
HDP had been designated the
main enemy by the AKP
throughout the summer. After
the Suruç suicide attack by ISIS
activists, the PKK had made the
mistake of braking its unilateral
cease fire to execute two Turkish
police, accused of having collab-
orated with ISIS in preparing
that operation.

Whether it really was a PKK
action or a provocation, the
Turkish government exploited
the situation to the full, using it
to justify a completely dispro-
portionate military attack that
virtually amounted to renewing
an all out civil war as in the 90s. 

The air strikes against the PKK in
Iraq, and against those of the
PYD in Syria replaced thse
against ISIS, which was com-
pletely ignored. In parallel, the
HDP was again subjected to the
usual accusations of having links
with the guerrillas and, by impli-
cation, of being terrorists —
while ISIS was hardly mentioned
Even in its Kurdish stronghold of
Diyarbekir, the HDP’s score
dropped from 79.2 to 72.7%. was
the only town of the “South-
East— Sirnak where the HDP
maintained its previous score.

Indeed, it seems that some more
conservative Kurds, having
voted for it in June were scared
bythe renewal of the civil war in
their region and of its continuing
if the AKP did not win, and so
played safe by voting AKP

The AKP also had the matchless
advantage of being in power. It
this used this to claim an almost
unlimited use of the media: 20
hours on the TRT channel for Mr
Erdogan, 30 Hours for his party
— and only 18 minutes for the
HDP, 5 hours for the CHP
(kemalist) and 70mnutes for the
MHP. If that was not enough, the
party in office took the precau-
tion of taking control of the
media that did not support it —
or having them attacked by its
supporters.

Whereas, after the Ankara bomb
attack, campaign activities in
public places were reduced to a
minimum (in particular by the
HDP, targeted by the two earlier
attacks, that wished to protect its
supporters) this all out media
plugging played a major part in
the AKP’s victory.

Moreover the campaign and the
actual poll tookplace in an atmo-
sphere of extreme tension, espe-
cially in Kurdistan. The inflam-
matory declarations by Mr.
Erdogan and by Prime Minister
Davutoğlu and many AKP can-
didates, mingling islamist and
nationalist references that were
sometimes openly threatening to
the Kurds, were accompanied by
concrete acts of violence by the
security forces, assisted by some
auxiliaries of very suspicious
nature. Hundreds of HDP offices
were attacked throughout the
country and many HDP candi-
dates arrested. At an election
meeting in Van, the Prime
Minister made threats of the
“return of white Renaults” — a
reference to the cars used by the
death squads, at the end of the

T
TURKEY:

AFTER WINNING THE ELECTIOSN, ERDOGAN CONTINUES
HIS ANTI-KURD CAMPAIGN
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90s, to kidnap Kurdish activists
they then killed. To make his
remarks clearer Mr. Davutoğlu
added “the unsolved crimes will
recommence…”

In the centre of Diyarbekir, the
“capital” of Turkish Kurdistan,
where, on polling day the walls
still bore the scars of the fighting
between young activist and the
police in mid-October, the police
were deployed even inside some
polling stations — a measure of
intimidation denounced by the
HDP leaders in Siyarbekir. Cizre
and other towns with a Kurdish
majority population were placed
under a curfew and placed
under a virtual siege by the
Army for up to den days, with
tanks and helicopters. Some
mysterious hooded police auxil-
iaries, who called themselves the
“Lions of Allah” cried “Allahu
Akbar” as they carried out
attacks on Kurdish towns and
quarters — a behaviour more

evocative of islamist organisa-
tions like ISIS than the police
forces of an allegedly secular
State…

As Selahettin Demirtaş, the co-
president of HDP pointed out,
the campaign was “neither fair or
equitable”.

Following the announcing of the
election results, the AKP was
quick to draw the conclusions
and confirm its “militarist” line
regarding the Kurds: “If the gov-
ernment must take measures
regarding the Kurds they will car-
ried out unilaterally — we don’t
need the HDP any more” stated an
AKP cadre at Diyarbekir, adding
“From this evening on there is no
longer a Kurdish question in
Turkey”.

Nevertheless, while the HDP has
suffered a set back it was not a
collapse. It maintained a score of
10.4% — slightly more than the

10% threshold needed to be pre-
sent in Parliament. This thresh-
old had been introduced into the
Constitution after the 1980 coup
d’état with the sole purpose of
preventing the Kurds from being
represented in the country’s
Parliament. Yet, if the HDP rep-
resentation has dropped from 80
to 59 seats, its maintenance in
parliament in such an
unfavourable context could be
considered a success, that marks
the permanence of this new
political force, both progressive
and representing the Kurdish
population in the Turkish politi-
cal landscape

In such a violent context, it is
probable that the newly elected
Kurdish Members of Parliament
will, as in the 90s, find them-
selves exposed to all kinds of
pressure and that the AKP’s vic-
tory will not really be a guaran-
tee against the assassination of
Kurdish activists.

DIYARBEKIR:
THE WELL-KNOWN LAWYER TAHIR ELÇI WAS SHOT DOEN

IN THE MIDDLE OF A PRESS CONFERENCE
n Saturday 28
November, Tahir Elçi, a
well known Kurdish
lawyer and head of the
Diyarbekir Bar

Association, was killed by billet
in the head.

Elçi wanted to hold a Press con-
ference in Diyarbekir to draw
attention to the destruction
caused by the incessant acts of
violence of the previous four
months. He chose the little road
in the Sur quarter, and old walled
town now part of Diyarbekir,
where the four-pillared minaret
of the Sheikh Mutahhar mosque
is located. This building that sates
back to about 1500 is well known
in the town and had been seri-
ously damaged by gunfire during
the clashes between the young
Kurds and the police. Well

known for his restraint, Elçi was
distressed at the turn being taken
by the “anti-terror” campaign
adopted by the government fol-
lowing the June elections and
extended at a security meeting
run by the Prime Minister, on 4
November.

In this chain of violence, many
towns of Turkish Kurdistan have
been subjected to curfews —
sometimes of weeks on end.
These include Diyarbekir,
Hakkari, Mardin, Sirnak and Van.
The week preceding Elçi’s death,
the curfew had been imposed on
26 different quarters of Hani and
Lice, in Diyarbekir Province. For
nearly two weeks the town of
Silvan, under a curfew, had seen
tanks and police snipers hunting
members of the YDG-H (an
organisation of young PKK fight-

ers, often dug in behind barri-
cades and trenches) and firing at
numerous civilians. According to
the Human Rights association
(IHD) over 100 civilians have
been killed since July during
clashes between the security
forces and the PKK.

Elçi was shot just after saying:
“We do not want clashes, guns and
operations in this historic place”.
Last August, while receiving a
delegation of journalists he had
clearly expressed the opinion
that the armed conflict should
remain ouside residential areas.
He blamed the acts of violence
on both the security forces and
the PKK. He had recalled that
the Geneva conventions applied
to States as well as to armed
groups. Four days before his
assassination, he had signed a

O



joint statement with the head to
the Mardin Bar Association call-
ing on the PKK to leave the resi-
dential areas.

Elçi unhesitatingly criticised the
PKK strategy — for all that he
was no friend of the State. He
had represented hundreds of
victims of the Turkish security
forces before the European Court
for Human Rights: residents of
villages shelled in 1994, people
who died while in detention by
the police or the Army, victims
of torture, children crippled by
anti-personnel mines… He had
won many cases there against
Turkey, he was also the lawyer f
many journalists recently arrest-
ed, including the Iraqi Kurdish
journalist of Vice News,
Mohammed Rasool, who is still
in jail after the expulsion of his
British colleagues.

After stating, on CNN Turk that
the PKK was not a terrorist
organisation but “an armed politi-
cal movement that sometimes
resorted to actions of a terrorist kind
and which employs considerable
support in society” a charge was
levelled against him by an
Istanbul Public Prosecutor of
“terrorist propaganda”. He was
released pending trial and was
assassinated although he was
under judicial control and for-
bidden to leave the country. 

Witnesses report that some
unknown attackers opened fire
on Elçi and on about 40 other
activists as the Press conference
was ending. The police
exchanged some shots with the
attackers without wounding any
of them. 

A police officer was killed and
eleven people injured during the
shoot out, including some jour-
nalists and two policemen, one
of whom later died of wounds.
The Diyarbekir Governor ’s
Office stated that Elçi was killed

during the exchange of shots,
but his lawyer, Yunus Murat,
stated that the head of the Bar
association had been killed by
the police. The HDP, moreover,
made a statement incriminating
the AKP — the party in office.
The official new agency,
Anatolia, stated that the assassi-
nation was carried out by the
PKK, while President Erdogan
declared that he was saddened
by Elçi’s death, adding “This
incident shows that Turkey is right
in being determined in its struggle
against terrorism”.

Nevertheless, the KCK (Union of
Kurdistan Communities), an
organisation linked to the PKK,
condemned the murder of Tahir
Elçi and stated that the videos
taken at the time of the assassi-
nation clearly show the responsi-
bility of the police, one of its
commanders telling one of the
attackers to flee before being
seen. These videos have spread
like viruses on Turkish Internet.

Following the lawyer ’s death,
over 50,000 people, including
lawyers coming specially fronm
all over the country — including
the President of the National
Council of the Turkish Bar,
Metin Feyzioğlu, followed his
coffin, which was covered by a
Kurdish flag. Clashes broke out
with the police in many places,
where angry crowds shouted
“You can’t kill us all” and “The
State be brought to account for
this”. The police used tear gas
and water crannons to disperse
the demonstrators. The US
Embassy in Ankara expressed its
shock, describing Elçi as a “brave
defender of Human Rights”. The
International Federation for
Human Rights and Human
Rights Watch demanded an
independent inquiry into the
lawyer’s death.

The widely read daily paper
Hurriyet compared Elçi’s murder

with that of Vedat Aydın, a
member of the Human Rights
Association, IHD, and leader of
the pro-Kurdish party of the
period, the HEP, who was kid-
napped from his home in July
1991. Aydin was found dead a
few days later, and his body
showed signs of having been tor-
tured. This was the first case of
those “murders by persons
unknown” so characteristic of the
bloody 90s. While those years
have often been condemned by
present day governments, they
have never sought to bring those
responsible to account. At the
beginning of the month a retired
colonel of the Gendarmerie and
seven other members of the
security, forces were acquitted of
the murder of 21 Kurds during
that period.

A further worrying fact in this
context: a few days before Elçi’s
assassination, the HDP
announced that its co-President,
Selahettin Demirtaş, had just
escaped an attempted assassina-
tion. After spending a day trav-
elling round Diyarbekir, his
companions found a 3cm-long
mark of an impact on the rear
window of his car, which they
said was just at the level of the
passenger ’s head. Fortunately
the bullet did not go through the
window as it was armoured. The
Diyarbekir Governor ’s Office
stated that it was not the impact
of a bullet, preferring to talk of
“a blow from a very hard object”,
and stating that “during his stay
in Diyarbekir, Demirtaş had enjoyed
police protection and that at that
time there had been no attack on
him or his vehicle”.

Are we seeing the beginning of a
fresh period of “murders by per-
sons unknown”? The Kurds, for
their part, have always called
these “murders by well known peo-
ple” — namely the killers of the
Turkish authorities’ paramilitary
forces.
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very moving cere-
monytook place on 23
November at the Erbil
Conference Centre to
commemorate the 4th

anniversary of Danielle
Mittterrand’s death.

Before over a thounsand people,
including several ministers and
Members of Parliament,
President Masud Barzani, just
returned from the Sinjar front,
recalled the crucial role Danielle
Mirrerrand had played in arous-
ing awareness of the Kurdish
tragedy in the 80s and 90s.

“It was the first time I saw a non-
Kurdish person weeping at the fate
of Kurd like a mother saddened by
her children’s’ misfortunes” he tes-
tified. “That is why we call her the
Mother of the Kurds and why we
mourn her death and will never for-
get her” said Masud Barzani.

The French Consul General, M.
Alain Guépratte, in a notable
speech in French and in
Kurdish, spoke of the rich histo-
ry of French-Kurdish friendship,
and the excellence of these rela-
tions as illustrated by President
Hollande’s historic visit to Erbil
and by France-Kurdish coopera-
tion, including military.

Gilbert Mitterrand, the guest of
honour, opened his speech in
these terms: “My dear Brothers
and sisters, as I feel I must call you,
since we share the same mother”.
He then recalled how his mother
had taken the Kurdish cause to
heart and how she spoke about
it at family gatherings but also
with public figures she met offi-
cially as the Republic’s First
Lady and as President of the
France Libertés Association.

Taking the floor in his tern,
Kendal Nezan recalled the most

outstanding moments of
Danielle Mitterrand’s thirty-year
commitment in support of the
Kurds: her support of the cre-
ation of the Paris Kurdish
Institute as from 1982, sending
observers to the trials of Kurdish
activist in Turkey in the 80s; her
visit to the refugee camps of
Iraqi Kurds in Mardin and Mus
in May 1989; her journey’s to
Moscow and Washington to
make Mikhail Gorbatchev and
George Bush aware of the
Kurdish tragedy; her support for
the international Conference in
Paris in October 1989, then the
one organised in on 27 February
1991 at the US Senate, with the
participation of eminent
Senators (Edward Kennedy,
Nancy Pelosi, Paul Simon,
Clairborne Pell) who later
became the pillars of the
“Kurdish lobby” during the
Kurdish exodus of April 1991.

Throughout this period, Mrs.
Mitterrand played a decisive
role in favour of France taking a
diplomatic initiative to save the
two million displaced Kurds.
This led to the adoption of
Security Council Resolution 688
authorising the creation of a
Kurdish protection zone — a
zone that evolved into the pre-
sent Federated Kurdistan. In
May 1991, Mrs Mitterrand visit-
ed the Iraqi Kurds, travelling via
Iran, to show her concern to pro-
vide thenm with some humani-
tarian aid, delivered by what
was literally an air bridge. Thus,
her Foudation, together with the
Kurdish Institute, arranged with
the French National Printing
Press, to produce 300,000 school
books in Kurdish and paid the
wages of the teachers for the
1991-2 School year.

A year later, in 1992, she visited
Kurdistan accompanied by

Bernard Kouchner,, at that time
Secretary of State for
Humanitarian Activity, to attend
the opening session of the recent-
ly elected Kurdistan Parliament
to make it known and legitimise
it. In the course of this visit, while
on her way to Halabja, she was
targeted by an attack and several
of the Peshmergas ensuring her
safety, were killed — but she
announced that this would not
prevent her from returning to
Kurdistan.

In 1994, at her request, President
Mitterrand invited representa-
tives of the two Kurdish parties
engaged in fratricidal fighting,
for peace discussions at
Rambouillet. The agreement
thus achieved enabled a long
truce. It was renewed and make
permanent in 1997 by the then
US Secretary of State, Madeleine
Albright, who, by ensuring that
Kurdistan received 13% of the
value of the Iraqi oil sales, car-
ried out in the context of the
“Oil for Food” programme
enabled the inter-Kurdish recon-
ciliation to be stabilised on firm
economic bases.

Kendal also recalled Danielle
Mitterrand’s journey to Erbil in
October 2002 for the session of
the re-united Parliament and her
last visit in October 2009 where,
after inaugurating some schools
named after her in Erbil and
Suleimaniuah she addressed the
Kurdistan Parliament, making a
speech that was broadcast on
television, which was, in effect,
her political testament. 

The Kurdish Institute’s President
also briefly recalled that Mrs
Mitterrand had also done much
to internationalise the case of the
Kurdish members of parliament,
including Leyla Zana, jailed in
February 1994 in Ankara for
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crimes of opinion. The Kurdish
resistance in Iran also enjoyed her
support — particularly during
the funerals in Paris of the bodies
of the Iranian Kurdish leaders
assassinated in Vienna (July 1989)
and Berlin (September 1992).

In conclusion Kendal Nezan
stressed how much Mrs
Mitterrand, both in France and
internationally, was identified
with the Kurdish cause. She had
made aware of this cause public
figures like Nelson Mandela, the
Dalai Lama and Lila. To such an
extent that, at a dinner organised
in June 1994 to celebrate the 50th

anniversary of the Allied land-
ings in Normandy, President
Clinton said to her: “Madame,
please talk to me bout the Kurds.
This is a great opportunity for ne to
learn from such a knowledgeable per-
son as yourself”. Consequently for
one and a half hours, the conver-
sation between the two presiden-
tial couples was about the
Kurdish question.

A short fifteen-minute documen-
tary illustrated and completed
the highlights of her commitment
with considerable extracts fron
her testamentary speech to the
Kurdistan parliament.

Thethe general secretary of France
Libertés recalled the present day
actions of his Foundation regard-
ing the Kurdish people. He then
handed the Danielle Mitterrand
Prize to the Peshmergas, fighters
for the freedom of the Kurdish
people to a Woman Captain of
the Kurdish Special forces.
The whole ceremony, broadcast
on three Kurdish television chan-
nels, ended with a moving elegy
for Danielle Mitterrand com-
posed by Sican Perwer, whose
Foundation was one of the initia-
tors of this event, with the sup-
port of the Kurdistan govern-
ment.

IRAN:
A WAVE OF REPRESSION FOLLOWS THE NUCREAL AGREEMENT
n 19 November the San
Sebastian Film Festival
in Spain (Zinemaldia)
took the unusual mea-
sure of making known

publicly by a communiqué, its
condemnation of a legal decision,
expressing the solidarity of those
taking part with the person sen-
tenced. This is the Iranian
Kurdish film director, Kaiwan
Karimi, 30 years of age who had
taken part in an earlier film festi-
val with his short film Zan va
shohar karegar (The advntures of a
married couple).. This stand foll-
lows the sentencing, on 13
October, of this young filmmaker
to six years imprisonment and
223 whip lashes by a judge of the
28th section of the Teheran
Revolutionary Court.

“The San Sebastian Festival thus
expressed its categorical opposition
to the Iranian Revolutionary
Court’s sentence of the Kurdish
director Keywan Karimi ” in the
words of the communiqué.

Born in Banehm in Iranian
Kurdistan, in 1985, Karmi gained
a degree in communication from
the faculty of Social Science of
Teheran University. His docu-

mentaries and fiction films, sev-
eral times won prizes, and often
contain elements of sociological
research, like his 18mm docu-
mentary, Broken Borders, made in
2011, that describes the lives of
Kurdish smugglers across the
Iraqi-Iranian borders.

It is well known that the political
division and the lack of develop-
ment in Iranian Kurdistan gives
a special economic importance
to this smuggling, which in 2000
had already been the subject of a
film by Bahman Ghobadi “A time
for the exhilaration of horse”.
Broken Borders was shown at
the Sofia Film Festival last
March and at the 7th Kurdish
film Festival in London in
November 2011. The judge,
Muhammad Moghis, accused
Karimi of having “insulted shared
values” and of carrying out pro-
paganda for “illicit relations” as
well as “contact by kissing”.
Karimi, who has succeeded in
contacting an Iraqi Kurdish tele-
vision and press agency, denied
the charges against him. “I made
a film about the government, the
social situation, the graffiti on the
walls and about workers”, he stat-
ed. According to Karimi’s

lawyer, Amir Raisyan, his client
was, in fact, sentenced for a
scene in which a married kissed
one another, whicxh was includ-
ed in the films synopsis but was
not filmed since the actress
involved refused. “One cannot be
punished for something that didn’t
happen”, Raisyan added.
However the court also used
some scenes in one of his earlier
films, a documentary called
Diwar (Wall) that dealt with
urban graffiti as grounds for
accusing him of propaganda
against the political system.

Karimi has appealed against his
sentence and is at the moment
on probation. He is pessimistic
about the way the court will
treat his appeal. Indeed, the con-
text is worrying as his arrest
seems to be part of a general
wave of repression against intel-
lectuals, artists and journalists.
Thus a few days after the
Zinemaldia communiqué, on 22
November, an Irano-American
journalist, Jason Rezaian, work-
ing for the Washington Post
since 2012, was sentenced to a so
far unspecified term of impris-
onment for spying, after spend-
ing 488 days in jail before trial.

O
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At about the same time as
Karimi, the Iranian poets
Fatemah Ekhtesari and Mehdi
Moussavi were sentenced to 11.5
and 9 years imprisonment
respectively as well a 99 whip
lashes each. At the beginning of
November, a freelance journalist,
Isa Saharkhiz, a former Minister
of Information under ex-
President Khatami, was arrested
at home and charged with
“insulting the Supreme Leader,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, and propa-
ganda against the regime”. Ehsan
Mazandarani, director of the
daily Farikhtegan , was also
arrested.

“My sentence is a message to the
whole Iranian artistic community
that nothing has changed following
the nuclear agreement” Karimi
stated.

In Iran prisoners often spend a
long time behind bars before
being sentenced, without know-

ing the verdict. Thus another
Kurdish political prisoner,
Shahram Ahmadi, arrested in
April 2009 at Sanandaj, capital of
Kurdistan Province, has spent
3years in detention awaiting
trial. He was unable to see a
lawyer before his trial, which
took place in October 2012 and
was sentenced to death after a 5
minute hearing for “hostility to
God” (moharebeh). His brother,
Bahram, aged 17at the time was
arrested four months after him
and sentenced to death together
with nine other Iranian Kurds.
He was executed on 27
December 2012. All, like most
Kurds, are Sunni Moslems
whereas the prevailing Iranian
religion is Shiite.

As Shahram had appealed, the
Supreme Court quashed the origi-
nal sentence and sent the cast to
— the 28th section of the Teheran
Revolutionary Court, — which
sentenced him to death again. His

second sentence was confirmed
by the Supreme Court mid-
October, without his being able to
receive a copy of the verdict so as
to know what were the precise
charges against him. Accused of
being a member of a salafist
group, Sharam was, in fact, arrest-
ed in the course of a wave of
arrests of Sunni Moslems, mostly
Kurdish, that took place between
2009 and 2010. Arrested on his
way home by Guards of the
Revolution, wounded by a bullet
and beaten up before being taken
to hospital for interrogation,
Shaheam Ahmadi says he was
regularly tortured to force him to
“confess”.

Amnesty International has called
for letters to be sent calling for
the cancellation of Shahram
Ahmadi’s sentence to the
Supreme Guide, Ali Khamenei
and to the Minister of Justice,
Ayatollah Sadegh Larijani,
before 8 January.

SOCIAL ISSUES:
THE PLACE OF WOMEN AND THE LAW

n the 16th of this month
the women’s commis-
sion of the Kobané
“canton” of Syrian
Kurdistan announced it

had voted for some laws banning
polygamy, the premature mar-
riage of young girls and “crossed
marriages” in which a man
secures the hand in marriage by
agreeing to give his sister in mar-
riage to his fiancé’s brother.
Kobané canton covers the town
itself and about a hundred vil-
lages around it, and is one of the
three autonomous administrative
divisions of Syrian Kurdistan or
Rojava (which literally means
“Western”, i.e Western Kurdistan)
set up by the Syrian Kurds in
2013. The other two cantons are
Jeziré, to the East, which corre-
sponds with Syria’s Eastern
“duck’s bill” bordering Iraq, with
the town of Qamishli (Qamishlo

in Kurdish) on its Turkish border
and Hassaké to the south. To the
West is the third canton, which
corresponds with the region and
town of Afrin, which lies North-
west of Aleppo, up against the
Turkish province of Hatay (the
ottoman Sanjak of Alexandretta).

The Kobané canton is the second
of Rojava’s cantons to adopt laws
protecting women’s rights, as
Jeziré had adopted similar laws a
year before in November 2014.
Apart from banning polygamy,
the new laws specify the equality
of men and women at work,
including equal wages. Moreover,
women must be at least 18 years
old to marry and cannot be given
in marriage against their will.
Finally the decree specifies that
women have the same right as
men to give evidence in court.
All these measures clear declare a

radical opposition to the discrimi-
natory ideology of ISIS and the
other terrorist organisations,
which as we know do not hesitate
to forcibly marry women and use
those considered to be “unbeliev-
ers” as sexual slaves, and simply
murder those too old to be used in
this way. The many mass graves
of Yezidi women found in Sinjar
after its liberation bear witness to
this revolting practice. Moreover,
the Jihadist organisations apply
legal principles to women derived
from Islam’s mediaeval past, in
particular regarding their shares
of any inherited wealth. In con-
trast, the laws adopted by the
Kurds of Jeziré and Kobané also
specify the equality of women in
inheriting goods.

In view of the inequalities that
women face in a Kurdish society
still very marked by patriarchal

O



practices and powers, these legal
decisions and order as well as the
initiatives of civil society are
playing an important role initiat-
ing development. Alongside
these laws that are gradually
being passed in the different
Rojava cantons, there are other
examples of the way the Kurds
are involved in this evolution.

Thus in Turkey, the only party
run by two co-Presidents, a man
and a woman, Selahettin
Demirtaş et Mrs. Figen
Yuksekdag, is the HDP, a party
that is not only a political repre-
sentative of the country’s
Kurdish community, but also has
become for some time the repre-
sentative of a variety of other
minorities (often non-ethnic, like
minority sexual orientations) —
an orientation that links with
progressive values. Not only
does the HDP have this co-lead-
ership at the top but, even more
importantly, it was the only
party, at the last two elections, to
systematically present two-per-
son teams, consisting of a man
and a woman, in every con-
stituency. It is probable that this
practice, like the determination to
broaden the themes of political
action as compared with the pre-
vious pro-Kurdish parties, has
contributed to the HDP main-
taining its presence in the Ankara
parliament by broadening its
electoral base.

In Iraqi Kurdistan, action to
defend equality of women’s
rights has, this month, been con-
nected with the UN worldwide
campaign following the
“International Day for Eliminating
Violence to Women” on 25
November.

The UN had arranged to conduct
a 16-day campaign, from 25
November to 10 December
(Human Rights Day) — “16 days
of activity against sexist vio-

lence”. In Kurdistan, this cam-
paign began with a conference at
which members of the Kurdistan
Regional Government (KRG)
took part, as well as NGOs.

The Secretary of the High
Council for Women’s Affairs,
Pakhshan Zangana, stated that
the process should be carried out
every day and not just on one
day a year and stressed the situa-
tion of the Yezidi women affected
by the struggle against the
Jihadist ISOS oeganisation. Pour
priority is to provide them with
psychological help” she declared.
Regarding society in Iraqi
Kurdistan in general, she added
that, despite the work carried
out, statistics showed, unfortu-
nately, ma far too high number of
forced marriages of young girls,
and acts of sexual violence, men-
tioning that people displaced as a
result of the war with ISIS and
who are at the moment in camps
in Kurdistan were particularly
vulnerable to this kind of vio-
lence. Indeed, the KRG’s Prime
Minister, Nechirvan Barzani,
who also took part in the confer-
ence’s opening, stress in his
speech, on the fact that, while
acts of violence pf this kind had
diminished, they had not
regressed sufficiently for them to
be satisfied.

Another conference organised in
the context of the cultural festival
Galawêj that takes place every
year in Suleimaniyah, took place
on 22 November in that
Kurdistan city entitled “Women in
the Front line: between victims, rep-
resentation, political participation
and the struggle against terrorism”.
Run by Nazand Begikhani, a
recognised poet and Human
Rights defender, as well as a
University researcher on gender
issues, this conference enabled a
debate in which took part, inter
alia, the French sociologist Juliette
Minces, the feminist writer

Sophie Mousset, the author of a
biography and four stage plays
about the revolutionary Olympe
de Gouges, the British researcher
Gill Hague, co-author with
Nazand Begikhani, Aisha Gill
and Kawther Ibraheem of a
report dated 2010 on “honour
crimes” in Iraqi Kurdistan and in
the Kurdish diaspora in the
United Kingdom (Honour-based
violence and honour-based killings in
Iraqi Kurdistan and in the Kurdish
diaspora in the UK) available of
Bristol University’s web site. 

Feminists in Iraqi Kurdistan con-
tinue fighting against these
crimes, many of which have
never yet led to a trial, the matter
being “settled” by tribal arrange-
ments. This explains why
changes in legislation are not
enough, even though indispensi-
ble. Thus the Iraqi Kurdish
Parliament has, over the last two
years, amended, with respect to
the KRG’s administrative region
many Iraqi laws dating from the
Saddam Hussein period, cover-
ing discrimination against
women, particularly some that
gave the authors of “honour
crimes” the benefit of “attenuat-
ing circumstances”.

For the first time, the Gelawêj
Festival awarded a “Gender
Equality Prize” and chose to give
it to Nazand Begikhani. The lat-
ter thanked the Festival for the
prize, that she said she consid-
ered less as a personal reward
but “as recognition of the struggle of
Kurdish women against social and
political oppression while they are
fighting terrorism and the ISIS
Jihadists in the Middle East”. She
added “There is a change in the col-
lective mentality of the Kurds and
signes of progess towards freedom,
gender equality and social justice
within the Kurdish communities.
The women of Kurdistan have
already achieved a great deal so far,
but we still have a long way to go”.
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ACizre,les Kurdes
pretsàlaguelre
contreErdogan
A la veille des élections tgrques,
la région menace de s'embraser

REPORTAGE

ctznn (runqutn\ - envoyé spécial

ans la nuit humide, en
haut d'une n¡e ruisse-
lante de boue, un
ieune homme monte

la garde. Armé d'un fusil d'assaul
arborant un manteau militairc et
un gilet de combat alourdi'de
chargeurs à trente coups et de gre-
nades, il tient le point de contrôle
qui barre l'une des entrées du
quartier de Cudi, sur les hauteu.rs
de Ciire, dans I'est de la Turquie.

Sous le drapeau rouge du Parti
des travailleurs du Kurdistan
(PKK), adossé à une casemate aux
épais murs de sacs de sable, ot¡
une mitrailleuse légère et un lan-
ce-roquettes sont entreposés
dans des couvertures à fleurs, le
ieune milicien inspecte chacune
des automobiles qui se présente
pour s'assurer de I'identité des oc-
cupants. Si, sur les avenues du
centre-ville tout proche, les véhi-
cules blindés des forces de sécu-
rité turques patrouillent sans dis-
continuer,les rues de Cudi appar-
tiennent aux combattants kurdes.
A la veille des élections législati-
ves anticipées turques, qui ont
lieu dimanche l"'novembre, rè-
gne dans cette partie de la ville
une atmosphère d'avant- guerre.

Cinqmois aprèsles élections du
Z ¡uin, marquées par la percée du
,Parti.démocratique des peuples
(HDP, gauche, prokurde) et par
l'affaiblissement du Parti de la
justice et du développement (AKP,

islamo-conservateur), au pouvoir
depuis treize ans, le retour aux ur-
nes, consécutifde l'échec des ten-
tatives de formation d'un gouver-
nement de coalition, intervient
dans une Turquie au bord du
chaos. Avec l'éclatement du pro-
cessus de þaix lancé en zor3 entre
Ankara et PKK, et la reprise des
hostilÍtés fin iuillet, s'est installé

dans les Égions kurdes un état de
violence qui s'est manifesté à Ci-
zre avec une intensité singulière.

Parsemés dfimpacts de balle,
éventrÉs par des trous d'obus et
par des roquettes, les murs du
quartier de Cudi portent encore
les stigmates des combats qui y
ont opposé, du 4aulz septembre,
les forces de sécurité turques, ap-
puyées parL'armée, aux militants
kurdes qui s'y étaient retranchés.
Au cours.de ce siège de neuf iours
otr la population a été privée de
nourriture, d'eau et de d électri-
cité, seize civils ont trouvé la
mort, dans une ville de
r45 ogo habitants alors coupée du
¡este du monde.

Des membres duYDG-H, l¡ guérilla urbatne du PKK,

le 3ooctobrc, à Glzrë. EMTLTEN uRBANo/Myop FouR¡LE l¡roNDEr

qùera à nouveau, car iI nhcceptera,

iamaìs de quitter Ie pouvoÍr. Sí
IiAIQ gagne des voisç il nous atta-
quera aussí puísqu'íl en sortÍra

t Zones de peuplement kurde

Mer Noire

'Ë'
Mer

lléditerranéè

du mouvement venus de l'exté-
rieur, elles sont calquées surcelles
mises en place dans les régions
kurdes de Syrie par le PKK. .

Dans le centre-ville, encore
épargné par ces préparatiß insur-
rectionnels, Yakup, qui travaille
au þée de Cizre, a perdu espoir.
< Celafait trente ans que nous, les
Kurdes, sommes prís entre Ie PKK
et llteit turc. le craíns que cela con-
tinue etque ce soítpire quhupara-
vant car, maintenantla guerre est
entrée dans les villes, et les cívils
sont directement ímpliqués. t'

Entreles fantasmes guèrriers des
plus jeunes, la colère qui croît face
à un Etat perçu par beaucouP
comme une force dbccupation et
les ambitions du mouvement
armé, Iês habitants de Cizre crai-
gnent de se trouver emportés dans
une mécanique irréversible. ¡

ATL,ANKAVAL

Dr¡brntc¡dàuxforüftcatþn¡':ir:i:? 9|1 !Y' soit Ie résultat

< ennd I'ennemi o ottoqå,ïål' ly ̂ y:!" :.1 :::.: y:::: l::b :!P
n:àiontpasassezprepå*i,,*-î::i!!!11ï1,q:"1':1t:ij"T:
connaît i\hmet,,r.t.o*maná."t 111t-"11 

t:p-o-lg.""t au nom oe
, .'"^*-i'- code de aBaseru. Le constat que

local cnaree c'r¡n oes secteurs qe ^ ..
IAtt.ce leune commanqant.qe ta

Cudi. <É'lection s ou pas, nous som- 1-l . _i,', I: - -; _-;.
mes maintenant þrci,s à me.ner ËffiÏä,1i1åij'riää"'å::ä:
une aatatue cle grande amaevr. ;,,.,
L'ffiAt ne revrcnara pus aans nos ,

rues pour anêter nbt toåîràîn lamiwl- dans. la syrie voisine'

et tuer nosfamilles. > *tt- d être déploye dans lè quar-
uepuistáfindusiègeles jeunes tier.de Cudi, est largement par-

miliiants issus des quarti'ers ds tagé par les responsables politi-
Cizreontétéreiointse¡rmassepar ques et par les habitants de la
des cadres et des combattants ville. A Cizre oi¡ le HDP a obtenu
aguerris du PKK, qui patrouille¡¡ 9z % des voìx, le 7 juin,le mouve-
aiec eux dans lei rues, kalach- ment kurde espère cepen{ant
nikov en bandoulière. A Cudi une participation massive de la
comme dans d'autres quartiers qopulation et une augmentation
passés sous le contrôleãu PKK, desonscore.. 

.

ieur armement et leur équipe- <NouspartìciponsauxéIeûions
ment sont ceux d'une miliie ur- pour montrq notre'poids, mais,
baine prête à défendre son terri- ící, nous ne reconnaÍssöns plus Ia

toire. ies barricades quils oppo- République turque. Nous scvons

saient cet été à ta poiic. ru sifi qu.hu fond I'Etat veut la guene, et
transformées en fortifications. s'Íl veutla guerre, nous la voulons

Aux points stmtégiques, deux à ausnacxpliqueune responsable

trois barrages delacs de sable, localeduHDP.Defait, lemouve-
hautsdeph;sdedeuxmètres,re¡- ment kur{g a déjà prochmé une
forcés pãr des blocs de béton et desnouvelles institutions <tauto-

équipés de. postes de tir, ver- ncimes-'chapeautéesparune<as-
rou¡ftent tes accès. semblée du peuple >, Etablies dans

asi.nous entrons au.Parlement, plusieurs quartiers de la ville et
Recep Tayyip Erdoqan nous atta- tenues par des cadres politiques

I

Cizre

l"ri.
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En Syrie,
les rebelles
multiplient
les fronts

lundi 2 novembre 2015

CqlFl¡Î Après un mois de bombarde-
ments russes.qui n'ont pas permis à l'ar-
mée syrienne d'enregistrer d'avancées
spectaculaires face' aux rebelles anti-
Assad, la stratégie de ces derniers apparalt
clairement. < Iæs différents grùtys d'tn-
angés reiforcørt leur coopéræion ilans le
bttt il'ouvt'v le ma"tímum ilefonts ò lafoís
face ax løyalistesrr, reconnaissent aussi
bien des experts militaires ifdépendants
que des officiels syriens. < Nous døuons a/-
fiontæ de nombreux fronts en même
tømps, avoire un proche de Bachar el-
Assad. Les rebetes ont construít.iles fitn-
nels, ils fortílíørt leurs positions et en mí-
nentd'Øúres. Dans ces c'onilltíons, ajoute-
t-il, récapéru ilu terrqín s' wère fficile. >>

Si les premières frappes russes ont dé-
sorganisé les lignes d'approvisionne-
ments, forçant les rebelles à reculer, ceux-
ci, équipes de missiles antichars Tow et
vraise'mblablement aidés, par des
conseilleF militaires saoudiens ou qata-
riens depuis leur base arrière turque, se
sont regroupés pour multiplier les attaques
contre les loyalistes et leurs alliés éhütes du
Hezbollah libanais et iraniens, aussi bien
dans les régions de Homs et Hama qu'à
I'ouest de Lattaquié et au sud d'Alep, la
grande ville du nord de þ Syrie. << Les in-
swgés Mttéfuímt égalemgnt il'ímages so-
tellitaires', selon un ancien responsable
syrienenexil.

Ce n'est pas un hasard si dan$ le nord-
ouest de la Syrie, oir les frappes russes sont
les plus nombreuses, les djihadistes d'al.
Nosra, la branche locale d'al-Qaida, les
salafistes d'Ahra¡ al-Cham et une poignée
dr:'modérés iSsus de brigades de I'Armée
syrienne libre, ont réagi à I'offensive russe
par rlne coopération accrue. << IIs avaient

llMême si leurs émirs
se disputent sur la charia,
sur le terraín,leurs
combattants luttent
ensemble car ils ont
un ennemi commun:
les Russes et leurs alliés¡¡
UN EXPÊRT

Figoro un e:rpert militaire qui rappelle que
sous l'influence de leurs sponsors qata-
rien, saoudien etturc, ces factions se sont
regroupées au printemps daru l'Armée de
la conquête. Ce rassemblement lew per-
mit alors de conquérir les villes d'Idlib et
Jisral-Choughour, menaçant ainsi la côte
méditerranéenne, le bastion du régime.

Aujowd'hui, rappelle l'expert, .. sss
grotrpes contímrcnt ile se iliviser sur des
points théologiqves. Le phn radical il'e¡Êre
eux Jound al-Aqsa a récetnnwtt dénoncé
lûvar al-Ch'itm, qi'se dít prêt, sous la
pressíon iht Qatar, ùpøler aux Occídett-
taux. MsßÍÊtne sileürs ûtúrsse dsputott
sn lacharia, &tr le terrail\lanrs combqt-
tsnts luttent ensemble car ils ont wt ennemi
cot¡tmun I les Russes et lews allíés syríens
et chäte s ir aniens ou ir akíens. r>

Poi¡r casser cette " dynamique " de re-
groutræment, I'a¡mée syrienne se doit de
reprendre rapidement une ou derx posi-
tiors stratégiques dans le nord-ouest du
pays. < Recot¡quérir une ville comme lísr
al-Choughoui' ou Ariha fui permettrait de
s'établír ila¡'a les régions nnales de Hama
et av nord, ile Lqttaqtié, pour y déployt ses

troupes et.wancer phrs autloÍilrr, observe
le spécialiste militair€.

Mais en lieu et place d'une reconquête,

' Maþé un mois de raids aériens russes, les
gfoupes d'insurges étendent leur territoire
dans le centre du pays et près d'Alep.

GEOIGES mAfmUlOT Y @Màlbrunot
iiéiàun anantøge en étant mie'.D(. organisées
qu'aílleurs øl S)nie>>, décrypte pour Iæ

ENVOYÉ SPËCIAI ÀDAMAS

Un insurgé en poste sur une stratéglque

dans la provlnce de Homs, dlmanche.'vl¡iMouD TAHA/AFP

ce sont au contraire. les rebelles çi ont
étendu leu¡ bataille près d'Alep. Et là en-
core, malgré de divergences, les insurgés
oirt coopéré pour s'emparer'la semaine
dernière d'une portion de I'autoroute
Alép-Hama vers Khanasser, un sérieux
revers pour I'armée qui voit sa seule route
d'approvisiorurement vers Alep coupée.

" Or ileryisle ilébut duconflit, le maíntien
des routes d'apprwísíonnene¡tt a été ls
prioñté nwnëro wt ile I'armée syríøtne>,
relève I'expert

Autou¡ de Khanasser, ce sgnt les frères
ennemis djihadistes Daech et al-Nosra qui
ont coopéré. <<Daech et al-Nosra uvaient
chacun des positlons de part et. d'autte ile
l'anrtoroute, note le spécialiste militaire. Ce

n'est pas pw hasard s'i¡s se sont rctrotMé.s
au mème barrage contre l'o;Ìmée. Ils ont
cærdonttélevrs opérotions >. Et dimanche,
Daech a enco. re ouvert un autre front, plus
au sud en s'empàrant de la vjlle de Mahin,
entre Homs et Palmyre.

Les rebelles exploitent le manque de
ressources humaines dont souffrent les
loyalistes. << Camme en lrqk avec les bom-

bardements de ls codlítíon internationøle
orúí-Daeeh,t sans forces au sol très organi-
sdes, les résultats ne suivent pas >>, analyse
un diplomate arabe à Damas. Or malgré
I'arrivée de renlorts chätes.irakiens ou
iranigns, ces troupes au sol manquent
toujours à I'appel. << Les Âusses peuvent
bombarder cínq fronts, maís l'armée sy-
ríenne et ses ailiéspøwørt-ils santenir cet-
te offensíve ? Non, ils'n'ont pas ossez
il'lwtntrrcs povr teîir leò positions gtr-
gnées r>, anticipe le diplomate. D'oir I'ob-
jectif de plus en plus clair des Russes : une
opération militaire courte qui doit lancer
une üansition politique. Dans les semai-
nes à venir, chacun s'attend donc à une
intensification de leurs bombarde-
menti. I
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LIAKPretrouve
la ma¡or¡téabsolue
au Parlementturc

.fellfontc MARDT3ñoVEMBREz0r5

La stratégie de la tension a paÉ : déjouant les
pronostics, les partisans d remportent
une nette victoire aux élections latives

ISTANBUL - corTes pondante

lFl onrre roure arrenre, re Paru qe

I la justice et du développement
I (AKP, i$lamo-conservateur) a
\- iemporté les électioirs légióh-
tives de dimanche tur novembre en Tur-
quie, regagnant la maiorité parlemen-
taire perdue lors du précédent scrutin
du 7 juin. Les principaux instituts de
sondage, prompts à prédire à li['KP un
score médiocre (entre y o/o et +Z %l se

sont fourvoyés.
Gratifiée de 49,3 % des suffrages, la for-

mation du président Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan enverra 3t6 députés au Parlement
(sur 55o), assez pour gouverner seule.
Trop peu, en revanche, pour modifier la

Constitution dans le sens du régime pré-
sidentiel fort voulu par le chefde l'Etat.

Ce résultat est un triomphe pourM. Er-
dogan, doñt Ie parti récupère, en un
tournemain, les 3 millions de voix {ui
lui avaient échappé en juin.
< Aujourd'huí est un jour de vÍctoÍre pour
Ia démocratÍerr, a déclaré le premier mi-
nistre sortantet chefdeIAKB AhmetDa-

vutoglu, depuis sa ville natale de Konya
au centre de lAnatolie, oÌr il s'est recueilli
sur le tombeau du poète soufi Jalal Ud
Din Rumi 6zol-tzZù, adepte de la tolé-
rcnce. <Aujourd'hui, il n'y a pas de per-
dants, que des gqgnqnts )r, a-t-il précisé à

I'adresse de ses rivaux.
Selon des résultats quasiment défini-

tifs, le Parti républicain du peuple (CHB

social-démocrate) arrive en deuxième
position avec 25,4 % des voin un résultat
semblable à celui de iuin (25 %). les deux
grands perdants du scrutin sont le Parti
de I'action nationaliste (MHP, droite na-
tionaliste) et le parti de la Démocratie
des peuples (HDP, gauche prokurde) qui
cèdent respectivement 4 et 3 points par
rapport à leur score de juin. Doté de
ro,4 % des suffrages, le HDP a franchi in
extremis le seuil nécessaire pour être re-
présenté au parlement avec 59 députés.

lt Elcctlon ni équltablc nilu¡tel .

Son score a été inférieur à'celui de juin
dans toutes les villes du sud-està maio-
rité kurde, à l'exception d'une seule ville,
Sirnak. Dénonçant ( une éIectíon ni équi.

table ni juster, le coprésident du parti
prokurde Selahattin Demirtas a rappelé
qu'il avait préféré renoncer aux rassem-
blements électoraux après le double at-
tentat suicide perpétré contre des man!
festants pacifiquqs, dont beaucoup de
militants du HDP, àAnkarale 10 octobre,
qui a fait roz morts.

Alors que la campagne électorale était
i¡existante dans la rue, IAKP a tiré parti
de sa position agpouvoir en multipliant
les apparitions à la télévision. Rien qu'en
octobre, M. Érdogan abénéficié de vingt-
neuf heures de temps d'antenne sur Ia
chaîne TRT, et de trente heures pour son
parti, contre cinq heures pour le CHP,
une heure et dix minutes pour le MHP,
dix-huit minutes pour le HDP,

Entrele 7 iuin et le 1u'novembre,le HDP
a perdu un million de voix, celles des
consenrateurs. Les rigoristes religieux et
les chefs de clans, qui s'étaient laissés sé-
duire par le discours novateur et paci-
fiste du HDP en juin, ont décidé, cinq
mois plus tard, de revenir vers IAKR
pour lequel ils avaient'touiours voté par
le passé.

La reprise des. affrontements entre les
séparatistes du Parti des travailleurs du
Kurdistan (PKK, interdit en Turquie) et
les forces turques n'est sans doute pas
étrangère à ce choix. En revendiquant
lfassassinat de deux policiers turcs à
Ceylanpinar (frontière turco-syrienne),
le zz juillet, le PKK a mis le feu aux pou-
dres. Au moment où le HDP gagnait en
légitimité, fort de son bon score (r3 %)
aux législatives de juin, la rébellion
kurde tombait dans le piège tendu par
IAKP, celui du recours à la violence. La
rhétorique du tandem au pouvoir - le
président frdogan et son premier minis-
tre, Ahmet Davutoglu -, prompt à pré-
senier le HDP comme une succursale du
PKK a fait le reste.

Dl¡cour¡ dc mcnacc
Deuxième bon point ppur M. Erdogan:
la chasse lancée sur les terres des natio-
nalistes du MHP sþstrévéléepayante, En
déclarant < la guene jusquhu bout ¡ con-
tre les rebelles kurdes, ên bombardant
leurs positions en Turquie et dans le
nord de l'Irak, le président turc s'est ac-
quis la sympathie de la droite nationa-
liste, farouchement opposée à toute
cóncession envers la minoritè kurde.
Spn discours de chefàpoigne, capable de
mener une guerre < synchronisée > con-
tre lbrganisation Etat islamique (EI) et

UAKP enverra
316 députés

au Parlement,
trop peu pour

modifler la
Constitutlon dans
le sens d'un régime

piésldentlel fort

+
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Recep Teyyip
à Istanbul, le t* novembre,
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En déclarant r< la guerre
iusquhu bout )r contre

les rebelles kurdes,
en les bombardant en

Turquie et en lrak,
Erdogan s'est acquis

la sympathie de Ia
droite nationaliste

contre le PKK, a flatté l'imaginaire de la
droite nationaliste.

Enfin, le retour en grâce des islamo-
conservateurs prouve que les discours
de menace distillés par le président et
son premier ministre ont été compris.
Après l'attentat de Daglica perpétré le
6 septembreparle PKK contre un convoi
de soldats turcs (16 morts), les locaux du
quotidien Hürríyet ont été attaqués à
deux reprises par une foule déchaînée,
emitrenée parle député de I'AKPAbdura-
him Boynukalin. La foúle t'eprochait au
iournal d'avoir rapporté que Recep
Î¿yyip Erdogan avait déclaré: <Çane se
serait pas passé aînsi sÍ yous m'aviez
donné 4oo députés.n

Entre le 8 et le 9 septembre, des équi-
pées punitìves ont eu lieu de nuit dans
plusieurs villes de Turquie'contre les bu-
reaux du HDP. Dans la foulée, des centai-

felfonte MARDI 3 ÑoVEMBRE 2015

RÉSULTATS DES ÉLECIIoNS LÉGISLATIVES TURQUES DU I* NOVEMBRE 2015

EN NOMBRE DE SIÈGES

CHP

Parti républicain
du peuple
(kématiste)

HDP
Padi
démocratigue
des peuples
(prokurde)

nes de commerces tenus par des Kurdes
ont été ravagés, parfois même incendiés.
Dans le quartier stambouliote de Besik-
tas, des manifestants scandaient: <Nous
ne vóulons pas dbpérations militaires
[contre les rebelles du PKK], nous vou-
lons des massacres,t>

Récemment, lors d'une tournée électo-
rale à Van (Est), le premier ministre, Ah-
metDavutoglu, amis engarde contre nle
retour des Renault 12 blanches >, le type
de voitures utilisées par les escadrons de

5s0

AKP

" Partide la justice
et du développement

(islamo-conservateu r)

MHP
Parti d'action

nationaliste

SOURCE : lË MO^/DF

sièges

la mort à la fin des années t99o pour en-
lever et faire disparaître les Kurdes soup-

çonnés de sympathies envers le PKK.
<Lesforces du mal saventque siIAKPfai
blit, Ies bandes terroristes regagneront en
puÍssance, et le processuls 

-cte-règtement

du problème þurde va se terminen Et les
crÍmes non élucidés recommenceront,.. t,
a-t -il menacé. Son message a été en-
tendu. I

MARIB tÉaio

ERDOGAN :

LA VICTOIRE,

MAIS POUR

QUor FA|RE ?

ÉnnoRrAL INI

J) ecep Teyyip Erdogan em-
K pocheunbeausuccèsper-
I \ äonnel. Le président turc
voulait continuer à gouverner son
pays en autocrate plus ou moins
éclairé. Il en a, de nouveau, Ies
moyens.. Sa formation islamo-
conservatrice, liAKP, a très nette-
ment remporté les élections légis-
latives du dimanche l".novembre.
Elle obtient la majorité au Parle-
ment et permettra à M. Erdogan
de rester le maître d une Turquie
qu'il dirige de façon de plus en
plus ãutoritaire - et, bien souvent,
inquiétanle. Ce résultat va peser
lourd iur l'évolution de la guerre

en $nie, sur une crise des réfugiés
qui s'installe dans la durée et, en-,
fin, sur les relations de ce pays
membre de I'OTAN avec ses parte-
naires européens, au moment
précis oir ils ont plus que jamais
besoin de la Turquie.

Elu président en zot4 M. Erdogan n'était
pas satisfait du résultat des demières élec-
tions générales, en juin. Pour la première
fois depuis zooz, IAKP avait perdu la majo-
rité absolue. Elle était condamnée àgouver-
ner en coalition. Le prési{ent s'y est refusé.
Il a convoqué un nouveau scrutin et, con-
trairement à la lettre de la Constitution,
mené lui-même une campagne condriite
d'un bout à Ïautre su¡ un seul registre: la
stratégie de laîension.

La guerre avec les autonomistes armés du
PKK kurde - o¡ganisation cbnsidérée
comme terroriqte par l'UE et les Etats-Unis
- a été relancée avec I'intêntion de sédui¡e

une partie de l'électorat de la droite ultra-
nationaliste. Les militants de IAKP ont van-
dalisé plusieurs centaines de peûnanences
d'une formation kurde modérée (le HDP, Ie
Parti démocratique du peuple), qui avait
réalisé une percée spectaculaire en iuin.
Plus grave, des rassemblements du HÐP
ont été la cible de deux attentats, qui ont
fait plus d'une centaine de morls, en géné-
ral attribués à des cellules djihadistes.

Le président a donné le ton en qualifiant
ses adversaires de traîtres ou de terroristes.

Sa stratégie a payé. Dans ce climat de peur,
les électeurs turcs - y compris parmi les
Kurdes - ont voté pour la stabilité. Avec un
peu plus de 49 % des voix liÊlKP retrouve la
majorité absolue þ16 sièges sur 55o). Qu'il
réussisse ou non à faire changer la Consti-
tution -:passer d'un système parlementaire
à un régime présidentiel -, M. Erdogan a les
moyens de poursuivre une déúve amorcée
il y a ou trois ou quatre ans: l'exercice d'un
pouvoir de plus en plus personnel. Pour lui,
la démocratie se résume aux élections: le
vainqueur a le droit de mettre au pas tou$
les contre-pouvoirs, qu'il s'agisse des élus,
de la justice ou de la pt€ss€ : tous intimi-
dés, malmenés, voire persécutés.

Le patron de li{KP se retrouve à la tête
d'un pays de 75 millions d'habitants qu'il a
contribué à polariser chaque jour davan-
tage et dont la moitié de la population lui
est farouchement opposée: laics contre re-

ligieux, Turcs contre Kurdes, sunnites con-
tre alévites, élites.ûrbanisées contre con-
servateurs du plateau anatolien. Ce paysage
politique fragmenté est encore fragilisé par
une situation économique des plus médio-
cres et par un environnement extérieur do-
miné par la guerre en Syrie.

Loin d'être le pôle de stabilité qu'elle a pu
être, durant les deux prerpiers mandats de
IAKP, Ia Turquie d'Erdorgan présente le pro-
fil d'un pays largement déstabilisé sous l'ef-
fet cumulé des choix potitiques de son pré-
sident et du chaos proche-oriental. Obnu-
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bilée par la question kurde, sera-t-elle.un
partenaire sérieux dans la lutte contre
I'Etat islamique? Volontiers irascible, et
parfois imprévisible, M. Erdogan peut-il
contribuer à la rechercher d'une issue poli-
tique en Syrie ? Rien n'est moins sûr.

L'UE est la première concemée. Elle a be-
soin de la Turquie pour freiner, voire en-
rayer l'exode des réfugiés de Syrie. Plus de
deux millions dþntre eux ont été généreu-

$ement accueillis par les Turcs. Les Euro-
péens sont prêts à toutes les concessions
pour quAnkara côntinue à les héberger et
contribue à empêcher une migration sau-
vage qui s'est encore traduite, ces demiers
jours, par des dieaines de noyades.

M. Erdogan est en position de force. Mais
jusqubir faut-illui céder, s'il s'obstine à di-
riger la Tirrquie en autocrate aussi agressif
à'l'intérieur qu'à I'extérieur I ¡

TE REGARD DE PLANTU

?¿nJlì!

',.ffi,, Ankararpartenaire
incontournable des Européens

) Brnxelles compte
sur la coo¡Éntion d'Ankara
pour endiguer I'afrh¡x
de demandeurs d'asile.
) Ia large victoire du parti
de Recep Ta¡ryip Erdogan
pourrait comptiquer la donne.

BRUXELT¡S
D e notre colTe sp onlante

Avec réserve et sobriété, l'Union
européenne a réagi auxrésultats des
élections législàtives en Tiuquie. IJLJE
< va travailler auec lefutur gouuer-
nement (... ) afin de continuBr à ame-
liorer (levr) coopération dans tous
Les damaines ". ontfaitsavoirla chef
ds l¿ rtiFlomatie européenne Fed.e-
rica Mogherini et le commissai¡e à
llélargissement Johannes Hahn dans
un bref communiqué, ajoutant at-
tendre les premières conclusions des
observateu¡s intèmationaw.

Lavictoi¡e du parti du président
Recep Tayyip Erdogan créerait-elle
un certain inconfort à Bn¡relles, dont
les relations avec Ankara sont aussi
cruciales que tendues ? << I¿ s tahilit¿
en Tfuquic dewait en nrtir renþrcéø
ce quí est important pour I'Europe,
analyse Sinanillgen, chercheur au
centre de réflarion Camegie Europe.
Mais c'eit unfeu vert à la politique
d.'Erdagary quipounait devenir un
partenaire phts difuile. In preserce
massíve de réfugies sur lcsolturc ne
Ih pas desserui, il ñ'a donc aucune
raison d'øssouplir sa position da ns
les negociatí.ons auec Bnacelles. ),

< Certains pays
européens sont très
réservés en raison de
la détériorat¡on de lÉtat
de droit en Turquie. >

. UUE entend conclure un < plan
d'action > avec la Tirrquie pour en-
diguer l'affluxde demander¡¡s d'asile.
Bruxelles veut qu'Ankara renforce
la surveillance de ses frontières,
or¡ne son ma¡ché du.travail arx Sy-
riens présents sur son territoire et
réadmette les demandeurs däsile
déboutés par les Européens. En
échange, l'UE devrait débloquer une
aide de nois milliards d'euros, mais
aussi libéraliser le régime des visas
pour les citoyens turcs voyageant
dansLIJE et relancerles négociations
dãdhésion, ouvertes en 2005.

Recep Ta1ryip Erdogan a cherché
à fai¡e monter les enchères, ces der-
nières semaines, tandis que de nom-
breux responsables européeng dont
la chancelière allemande Angela
Merkel, se sont rendus en Tirrquie.
< Au pituuoir de façon plus confor-
tabln, Erdogan pourrait réøIßer que '
la crße migratoire pose à la Turquie
et à liW des defu sirnilaires et qu'il
est temps dc la traiter comnte une
responsabilité internationale conx-
rnune >r, veut croire Marc Pierini,
ancien ambassadeu¡ de l'ÚÊ en Tur-

,4ruie. < Mais I'Europe sbst engagée
dnns un marclwndage dnuteux avec

Anlcara. Il n est pas certaín Erc cette
strategie soít porteuse. Certaíns pøys
européens sont très résentés en raison
de la détérioratìon d¿ l'Éøt d¿ droít
danslcpøys. >

En privé, des responsables euro-
péens reconnaissaient récemment
qu'un gouvernement de coalition
était souhaitable pour freiner les
velléités autoritai¡es du p¡ésident
Erdogan. La semaine demière, l'UE
avait fait part de sa 

" 
préoccupation >

après Ia descente depolice dans dern<

chaînes de télévision proches de
l'opposition, à Istanbul. Selon
l'agence de presse Reuters, r¡n rap-
port de la Commission européenng
dontla publication auait été différée
pourne pas contrarierle président
turc à la veille des élections législa-
tives, accuse Ankara de mépriser
l'État de d¡o¡t, la liberté deryression
et l'indépendance de la justice.

< C-nmme tout pays qui rægocie son
adháçion @ f UE) la. Turq uie doit
s'assurer qublle respecte les droits dc
l'homme, y comprk ln liberté d'ex-
pressíon >, avai-t afñrmé une porte-
parole de la Commission. Mais
contester Erdogan < ne mànerait à
rien en ce moment), estimait de son
côté le chef de I'exécutif européen
Jean-Claude Junckeç soulignant qu'il
était f iff erlocuteur incontoumable
enT\rrquie.

CAM¡I I FLEÎAIIEC
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l TAflBUL

Rulirrg parly in Turk"y
regains rnajority

Result assurbs comeback
for Erdogan after he toolc
a hard line against Kurds

BYTIMARANGO
ANDCEYI.ANYBCINSU

The Islamist party of flresident Recep
fìayyip Erdogan on Sunday regained its
majority in Parliament in a snap elec-
tion tf,lat represented a stunning elec-
toral comebaclç and ensured another
period of singleparty government in
Tlrrkey and the continuedpolitical dom-
inanceof Mr. Erdogan.

The margin of victory s¡as not enough
to secure Mr. Erdogan'slong-held ambi-
tion of establishing an executive presi-
dency. ttr/ith his party in firm power,
however, the result aü but guaranteed
that Mr. Erdogan would be able to main-
tain his position as tåe country's pre.
eminent political figure while pushing
the boundaries of the constitutional lim-
its of the presidency, a largely ceremo-
nial position.

\ltith more than 95 percent of the votes
counted, acco.rding to state hroadcaster
TRI the Justice and Development Party,
or AILP., won 49.4 percent of the popular
vote, whictr wonld give the party a solid -

majôrity of the 316 seats in Parlia¡nenl
.The result represented a signiñcant

victory for Mr. Erdogan, whose party
has now won four national elections, be-
ginning in 2002, afid a spectacu¡ar upset
given tltat most polls had predicted a re-

in recent months. Much of t¡e party's
gains seemedto come atthe e¡pense of
the far-úght nationalist parqr, as voters
switched to the A.K.P.

"The gamble has seerned to worlÇ"
said Suat Kinildioglq the executive di-
rector of tùe Center for Strategic Com-
municatiori, a research organization in
Ankara the capital. Mr. Kirüklioglu, a
former lawmaker in Mr. Erdogan's
party who has become a sharp critic of
his policies, said, "It's a húge success
fortheA.KP."

Nþar Goksel, the Tlrkey airalyst for
the International Crisis Group, said the
voting reflected "the yearning for sta-
bility and the end to this limbo."

In a one-word tweet, Prime Minister
Ahmet Davutoglu, who led the eam-
paign for the A.K.P,, rilrote, "Elhamdu-
lillah," or Arabic for "praise be to God."

As Mr. Davutogu on Sunday depar-
ted his hometown, Konya, for A¡¡kara,
where he was planning a victory
speectr, he øId a c.fowd of supporters:
"This is the victory of our nation. May
God be pleasedwithyou for sidingwith
us at the most difñcult times."

Tïe election, a reprise of June's vote,
whiclr failed to produce a coalition gov-
ernment after weeks of talks, came after
six months of violence i¡nd political in-
stability.

The results may return the country to
single-party rule, and thus achieve a
meri¡¡ure of stability by foreclosing ttre
possibility of a tactious coalition- This
would be unlikely, t¡ough, to unite what
has become a deeply polarized.country,
with roughly half of tlrc population op

posed to Mr. Erdogan and his party.
Critics say Mr. Erdoganb divisive

rhetoric, by denigrating opponents as
terrorists or traitors, helped divide Tlrr-
key. And a governmeht crackdown on
dissent before the vote, with angry
mobs atøcking newspaper offices and,
just days before the election, a police
raid on a media conglomerate opposed
to the government, raised concerns in
the international community about Tt¡¡-
key's cômmihnent to democracy.

The v.ote, though it was close, also af-
firmed the political rise of Ttrrkey's
long-oppressed Kurds: Once again,
Peoples' Republic Party, or H.D.P., sur-
passed a 10 percent legal threshold to
enter Parliament. But t¡e H.D.P. saw its
share of the vote decline, from about l3
percent in June to just a little over 10

percen! on Sunday, ¿¡s some religious
Kurds seemed to switch to tåe A.KP.

But the celebrations this time were
tempered, partly because of the loss of
votes and partly by the continuing war
between the Î¡rkish state and the mili-
tants of the Kurdistan ïtlorkers' ParE,
or P.K.K. Officials at the H.D.P. said
there would bq no celebrations,in honor
of the more than 100 people, mostly
Kurds, who were killed last month in a
bombing attack in Ankara

On Sunday in the soutbeastern city of
Diyarbakir, the largest Kurdish-major-
rty city in Tlukey, there were st¡eet
protests as Kurds angry about tl¡e vote
losses clashed with the police, who fired
teargas at tåe crowd, Reuters reported

In recent months, Tl¡rks have felt
whipsawed as their country has de'
scended into political turmoil and vio-

HUSSEIN MÀLLÀ/ASSOCIATED PRESS

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan meeting in Istanbul on Sunday with sì¡pporteÌs of his
Justice and lÞvelopment Part¡1, whic.h son 49.4 pe¡cent of the popular vote.

ÊMRÂH GURÊL/ASSOCIÀTÈD PRSSS

Mr. Erdogan's harder line toward Kurdish
militants appeared to be valftlated.

sult similar to June's national election,
which for the first time in more than a
decade had denied Mr. Erdogan's party
a parliarientary majority. In that elec-
tion, the AKP. received about 4l per-
centofthe vote.

Sunday's victory, at the same time,
appeared to validate Mr. Erdogan's
electoral strategl¡ of tunring more na-
tionalist, and tahing a harder line wil¡
Kurdish militarits in the southeast,
where along-running warhas resumed
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lence, resembling the chaotic countries
of the Middle Êástmore t¡anthe model
of Islamic democracy in which many

Tbrks thoughttheir countryto be.
The decades-long war with Kurdish

militårits in the southeast resumed,
killing hundreds. A once-booming eoon-
omy, perhaps Mr. Erdogan's signature
accomplishmenÇ faltered, as did the
fi¡rkish lira as investors fretted over
the country'dfuture

In seeking a comeback at the polls,
Mr. Erdogan, who as president is sup
posed to be separate from partisan pol-
itics, and Mr. Davutoglu, the ofñcial
head of the party, pushed asimple mes-
sage: invoking fears of the 1990s, a de-
cade deñned by shalry coalition govern-
ments and violence, they said a vote for
them was a vote for stability.

Casting his vote Sunday in Uskudar, a
conservative district ou tlte Asian side
of Istanbul where he owns a home, Mr.
Erdogan said, "I hope our nation mates
its choice for stability. We must all re-
spectthe result of the national will."

For Mr. Erdogan's core constituency
of relþious conservatives, and appar-
ently many more this time around at
irolls, the message resonated.

"I wil vote for the A.K.P. because in
tlris environment of chaos we need â
strong government," Bertan Aydin, a 28-
year-old student andtaxi driver in Istan-
ttul, said þst before voting on Sunday.
"Coalition goverrurients don't work
They will only drag us backwa.rds."

Voter A¡rñout was high, more than 85
percent, despite election day coming at
the end of a four-day holiday wrapped
around Ttrrkey's.Republic Day, which
raised wodes that many Tl¡rks would
go on vacations, depressing ûrrnout.

llthile tlte election was hailed as his-
toric by many analysts, it never held tlre
possibility of a decisive transfer of
poweç as Mr, Erdogan's term as presi-
dent does not enpire until 2019 and itwas
a certainty that his party would still n¡in
the largest share of votes. Rather, the
many opponents of the A.K.P. - roughly
60 percent of the countþ voted against
the party in June - hoped the outcome
wor¡ld result in power sharing among
Tlrrkey's political parties and reduced
power for Mr. Erdogan and his party.

Instead, Sunda!'s vote secured the
power of Mr. Erdogan and tåe.A-K.P. for
many more years, and those that were
hoping to seethebeginningof the endof
an erawere left stunned.

itre opposition to Mr. Erdogan, who in
his early years in power counted on tlre
support of many liberals, found its voice
in widespread street protests in 2013. A
corruption scandal involving many in
his inner circle erupted later that year,
and many feltthey were witnessing the
slow decline of the A.K.P.'s power, a n<r
tion validated by tlte June election.

Nob, though, that trajectory has been
emphatically intemrpted.

"It seems tltat Erdogan's tactics of
war and'chaos have worked," said Can
Yuksel, an activist who joined protests
two yea¡s ago. "It's disappointing be-
cause tllis result comes at the expense
of freedom, rule of law and deinocracy.

lntcrn¡tion¡lÀ*ctu ork@inrcg wEDNEsDATNovEMBER 4,zor5
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ERDOGAN'S SCARE
TACTICS PAY OFF

Afterfuel-
ingturmoil,
Turkey's
president
achieved
an electoral
victoryby
promising
voters more
stability.

Defying predictions, President Recep Tblyip Erdoganb
Justice and Development Party, the A.K.P., won a'
conclusive victory in Sunday's national elections in
Tlrrkey, freeing it from the need toform acoalition to stay
in power. Mr. Erdogan proclaimed it a vote "in favor of
stabilitSr," and that is what it apparentlywas - though it
was Mr. Erdogan who churned up much of the turmoiltbat
frightened voters back into his camp.

Thougb the A.ICP. won about half ttre vote, it did not gain

enough seats in Parliament to enahle Mr. Erdogan to
change the Constitution to createtle strong executive
presidency hehas sought since he assumed tlre ofñcelast
year. But tåe A.KP. majority will mean a continuation of 12

yeags of one-party rule, and most probably a continuation
of Mr. Erdogan's increasingly authoritarian domination of
the llrrkish government.

Onthe eve ofthe election, the police raided the last
television channels critical of I\[r. Erdogan, which had
belonged to an Islamic movement that had gone from
support of Mr. Erdogan to fierce opposition.

In tåe early years of ÀK.P. rule, lÁr. Erdogan was hailed
in EuropeandtheUnited States as tåefaceof moderate
Islarn Tlrrkey's economybloomed, hwiran rights improved
as Ttrrkeysought membership inthe European Union, and

Mr. Erdogan achieved acease.ñrewith Kurdishrebels. But
much of that has been undermined, and Mr. Erdogan has

comeunder increasing criticism in the West, as he has

tr¡rned steadily toward authoritarian rule, assisted by his
alþ and prime minister, Ahmet Davutoglu

Theworst outcome of tåe election would be for Mr.
Erdogan to use the results to justirfyfurther intimidation of
critics as he seeks to make the presidency more powerfirl
Evenif he does not achievethatgoal, hewillcontinue
wielding power frorn behind the scenes, and there are
fears thatt¡e pro-Kwdish coalition and others who
campaigned against him will become targets of reprisals.

In a chilling taste of what may be coming, on the day
after the election Tiukish police ofñcers raided a weekly
magazine charged with "insulting the Tlrkish president"
The editorwas deøined and distribution was halted.

Mr. Erdogqnwas guickto take aim athis foreigncritics.
The vote, he said, "should be respected by tåe whole
world but I have not seen such maturity." It shor¡ld be

respected; voters have put their trust in him to restore
stability. The question now is whether he will use his otñce
to ensurethe survivalof democracy.
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Senior cleric
in lraq wades
into politics
to offset lran
ll^r^i, |RAQ

Shiite gt*d ayatollah
acts to bolster the state,
raising fears of theocracy

BYTIMARANGO

In the struggte to transform Éaq from a
dictatorship to a democracy after the
American-led invasion in 2ü)3, Grand
Àyatollah Ali al-Sistani, the highest spir-
itual authority for many of the world's
Shüte Muslims, stood out as a süUi¡lar
champion of tìe effort to hold direct
elections and ensure tåat politicians,
and not clerics, nrle tle conntry.

In doing so, he shaped the relation-
ship between religion and politics here
as distinctly different.from the Shüte
theocracy in [ran, where a¡other
ayatollah wields supreme power.

Now, in tlte face of concerns over the
growing poúer of lran and its militia
proxies amid a sectarian war in lraç
Ayatollah Sistâr¡i has made one of his
biggest interventions in lraqi politics, to
tryto strengthen tñe lraqi state, experts
say.

For more than two months he has is-
sued instruc'tions, through a represen-
tative ùrring Friday sermons, to Prirne
Minister llaider al-Abadi to hold cor-
rupt officials ac@untable, to reformthe
judiciary and to supportthe national se-
curityforces instead of lran-backed mi-
litias. Ayatollah Sistani's sorl mean-
while, has kept up direct phone
cornmrmication to the prime ministert
office, pushing for quicker reforms.

This latest intewention has provoked
a new rormd of questioning by political
leaders and diplomats in Baghdad: Às
Ayatollah Sist&i has stepped in, once
again, in tlre nane of helping a cor¡ritry
plæued bycrisis, is he actually creating
a fundamental shift æward derical rule?

"Many people are suq¡rised, very
surprised, when they see Sistani so in-
volved in politics," said a senior Shüte
lèader in Baghdad who spoke on the
condition of anonymity Þecause he did
not warit to be seen as c¡itical of Ayatol-
lah Sistani. Referringto lian's Supreme
leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, and its
revolutionary leader, Ayatollah Ruhol-
tah Kl¡omeini, he said, "In reality, in
practice, he is,doing what Khamenei

, does, and what Khomeini did."
Aged 85, Ayatollah Sistani is frail, has

EUROPEÀN PRESSPHOTO AGENCY

Grand Áyatollah Sistani seeks to reform
Iraq'siudiciary and supports the nationål se-
curþ forces inslead of.Iran-backed militias.

often traveled to London for medical
treatment, and is rarely seen in public.
Still, he frequently greets visitors in his
barebones office in a rented building in
Najaf that is down a na¡Tow alleyway
not far from the Ima¡n Ali Shrine, one of
tlte holiest sites in Shüte lslam.

As the'supreme Shüte spiritual leader

- whose religious authority surpasaes
that of lran's supreme leader - he in-
structs the pious in how to pray, how to
wash and what to eat. Through his web.
site, he recently advocated the use of
body armor by fþhters battling the Is-
lamic State, prohibited women from us-
ing cellphones to contact strange men,
and advised that me¡r shor¡ld not have
goatee$

Despite his undeniably powerful in-
fluence, his public role in lraq has often
been described as "fatherly": guiding
politics from on high, intervening at dif-
ñcult times, Þut otåerwise staying aloof
from tìe tay of governing.

This approach, known in Najaf as the
"quietist" tradition, has distinguished
Iraq ftom lran, and Najaf from lran's
hoþ city of Shüte scholarship, Qom. It is
part of a historical rivalry between tfie
two ancient cities of Shüte scholarship,
one that an official in Najaf described as
being "tike Ordord and Harva¡d."

But amid the current crisis gripping
Iraq, from the wa¡ witlt the Islamic
State to government cornrption and t¡e
threat lranian-backed militias and their
political leaders pose to Mr. Abadi and
the Iraqi ståte, Ayatollah Sistani has
made anew calculation.

"In recent months he felt a great
danger on tlre political and security
scene," said Ali Alaç a Shüte lawmaker
in Baghdad., "He felt a patriotic duty to
act," he continued, and using an honor-
if,c for the ayatollah added: "Sayyid
Sistani represents the conscience of the
Iràqipeople."

So far, though, Ayatollah Sistani's
push for reforms, while embraced by
Mr. Abadi, has borne little fruit, under-
scoringthe opposition among the prime
m¡nisterl rivals and the deptås of cor-
ruption and dysfrrnction. Mr. Abadi has
reduced tåe salaries of lawmakers and
the number of tl¡eir bodyguards, and

has eliminated several high-level posi-
tions, including deputy prime minister
and vice president but there has been
no serious effortyeton corruption or re-
forningthe judiciary.

Last year, Ayatollah Sistani issued a
widely heeded call for young men to
talre up arms against ttre Islamic State.
But tåat fatwa resulted in a constella-
tion of new militias, and the growth of
existing onesthat are controlled by Iran
rather than tlle lraqi state. The influ-
ence of Iran and its militias in Iraq has
liown as they have become essentia¡ to
the fight against the Islamic State, also
known as ISIS or ISIL.

Ayatollah Sistani has become increas-
ingly concerned that those militias are a
threat to the unþ of lraq, éxperts say,
in part because many of the militia lead-
ers and their affitiated politicians have
challenged e.fforts by the government to
reconcile with Iraq's minority Sunnis, a
priority for the clerical leader.

Jawad al-Khoei, t¡e secretåry general
of his family's ßhoei Institute, a reli-
gious institute and charity in Najaf, said
of Àyatollah Sistani: "This time it is
veryserious. He is anoldmannowand
maybe he considers that this will be the
last thing he does in his lifel'

Analysts say tlat despite his con-
cerns, AyatoUalr Sist¿ni i;s not opposed
to an lranian role in Iraç

"He believes Lan's presence is neces-
sary in Iraq but it needs'to take wiser
policies," said Mehdi Khalajl a fellow at
the lVashington Instiü¡te for Near East
Policy who has studied at the seminary
in Qom and has written extensively
about Ayatollah Sistani.

lvlr. Khalaji said tlnt when it comes to
Iran, Ayatollah Sistaniis primarily wor-
ried about tensions between Sunnis and
Shütes and Irantrole in worseningsec-
tarian divisions in lraq.

But even as he moves to diminish lra-
nian influence in lraq, he is mimic.king
fleways of the Itaniari systen

One diplomatin Bagùdad, referringto
the Shüte holy cities from where in-
structions to politicians are given at Fri-
day serrrons, noted that in much tåe
same way as.Iranian political leaders
look to Qom for guidance, "Every Fri-
day we look to Karbala and Najaf."

Here in Najaf, where Ayatollah Sist-
ani three other senior ayatollahs and
countless clerics collectively represent
tlre Shäte religious establisbment,
Lnovrn as the marjaiya, tbere is a palp
able sense of regret for lending crucial
support for lraq's Shüte political class in
tlleyears afterthe 2fi)3 invasion

The marjaiya's support over the
years lent crucial leg¡timacy to the
Shüte religious parties that câme to
dominate politics afid that are now tlre
source of great ariger for the m¿¡ftses
that began protesting against lraq's
governmentinAugust.

"We are all suffering Aom the pasÇ"
said Naseer Kashif at-Git4 a cleric in
Najaf. "IVe need to force the politicians
to implement things. The role of the

$
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marjaiya is to be the protector of the
rigbtsof society."

Mr. Gita is among the clerics who sup
port Ayatouah Sistani's intervention in
politics, and, like some otiers here, ad-
vocates an even more forcefi¡l role.

"If it were up to me, I would have
talrcn more drastic measures," he said,

The question,tüen, is whettrerAyatol-
lah sistani's prominence in politics will

be lasting - and whether there is a
growing desire anrong the public and
political leaders for that inc¡eased role.

Joost Hilte¡qan¡, the pmgram di¡ec-
tor lor the Middle East and North Africa
at tåe Inteinational Crisis Group, re-
cently visited Najaf and wrote in The
New Yort Review of Books, "Some
members of lraq's Shia elite are saimg
the Iranian approach may provide the

answer for the country's ills, and criti-
cize Sistani for being insufficiently
forceful in his interventions."

Yet, Ayatollah Sistani's son, Muh-
hamed Ridha Ali, in a brief interview
here, suggBsted tbat the intervention in
politics is not.desigrred to be petma-
nent.

"Maybe after one year hç will be si-
lent," he said.

fntern¡tion¡l l\cru llork @imcs ruESDAy NovEMBER 3, zors
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[J.S. alliance with Syrian
rebels exists in name only

Etft E|SSA, SYitA

kedominance of Kurds,
not fuabs, could limit
impact on ISIS battle

BYBENHIJBBARD

sitting near tåe earthen wall that sepa-
rates thisdesertedtown ftomthe Islam-
ic Stateb ftont line, an Arab rebel com-
mander bitterly recalled being chased
from tris Syrian bome town by the ji-
hadists. He detailed what he would need
to strike their strongüold in the city of
Raqqa, about 30 miles soutJt of here:
armunition, radios, heavy weapons
andAmericanairstrikes. 

'At another position nearby, a swag-
gering Kurdish commander listed his
militia-s victories agâinst the Islanic
State before acknowledging that he -like mañy of his flghters -wasnotSyr-
ian. He was from Iran and unabashed
about beùg anotìer foreign figüter in
S¡rria's civilwar.
' "I caÍre to bring democracy, while
ISIS came to killj' said the commander,
Gali Cilo. "That is the difference."

BotI ment figùtinggroups are part of
the latest effort by the United States to
creatê ari alliance within Syria to battle
täe Islamic State'after the trigh-profile
failure of a $500,000 milli¡n program to
train and arm an effective force.

American officials announced the
new alliance last montl as t¡e Syrian
Democratic Forces, and emphasized
that it would add a vital Arab element to
the fight against the Islamic State in
Syria as operations against the group in
Iraqhave picked up. President Obau¡a
announced plans last week to deploy
dozens of Special Operations troops to
Sy¡lto support it.

But a week of interrriews and frontline
visits across northern Syria witlr many
of the forces involved in the alliance
madeclearthat so farit existed in name
only and was overwhelmingly.Kurdish,
notArab, innature.

That demographicfact poses a signif-
icant challenge as tl¡e effortto claw back

territory from the Islamie State widens.
Gains by Kurdish forces in northern
Syria have alarmed Ttrrkey, a vital
American ally that considers Kurdish
autonomy d national security threat.
And a predominantly Kurdish force
would sacrifice less to cqlture ISIS-held
towns in mostly Arab areas like Raqqà,
the group's Syrian capitat - and could
anger residents bydoing so.

"The backbone of these forces are the
Kurdish groups because oftheir experi-
ence fighting ISIS and their numbers,"
said Redur Xelil, a spokesman for the
dominant Kurdish force, the Y.P.G. "But
we have to be realistic that the Y.P.G.
can't go by itself into'Raqqa or people
will say, 'What are you doing there?' "

Anewly appointed spokesmanfor the
alliance briefed reporters in Syria be-
neath ayellow banner bearing its name
in Kurdish, Arabic and Assyrian. But
t¡emeeting took placè inside a Kurdish
Y.P.G. militia facility because the alli-
ance does not have its own bases yet,
nor flags to put on its cars, nor a defined

command structure, said the spokes-
man,llalal Sillu.

The combined force is to be com-
manded by â six-person military coun-
cil, Mr. Sillu said. But he acknowledged
that only one of its members had been
named so far - and that was Mr. Sillu
himself.

United States officials have said pub-
licly that American aircraft have re.
cently air-dropped 50 tons of ammuni-
tion for tlte group's Arab members. But
officials acknowledged privately that
the Arabs did not have the logistics to
mgve it. So, again, theY.P.G. was called
intohelp.

An array of smaller groups have al-
lied with the Kurds, includingArab and
It¡fkmen rebels, Christian militias and
Bedouin fighters loyal to a sheikh who
considered the late Libyan leader
Muammar el-Qaddafi a friend,

lVhile these groups hâte tl¡e Islamic
State, most are, small and lack signifi-
cant military power. Indeed, some have
been repeatedly routed by the very ji-

Alturdish positiononthe eastembankof tbe Euphrates River.TheUnited Stateshas struggled to

enlist forcesto figltthe Islåmic State,butitsnewalliesarspoorly equ¡pped and disorganized.
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hadists the United States now hopes
they wilt defeat.

Some of the forces have cooperate(l
bèfore, but relations are not alwâys
smooth. The Kurdish military might in
the area means that Kurds set.the
agenda, and many clearly look down on
their Arab partners.

For their part, Arab rebel fighters in-
terviewed,in Syria saythey worry about
their partners' close ties to tlre Kur-
distan Worker's Party, or P.K.K., which
the United States, Tl¡rkey and others list
as a terrorist organization.

They also distrust the motives of the
thousands of Kurdish fighters who have
come to Syria from lraq, Ttrrkey and
lran,

"ISIS brings foreignfighters for an Is-
lamic State, while tìey bring foreign
fighters for a Kurdish project," said one
Arab commander with the Raqqa Re-
volìüionaries Brigade who goef by the
narne Abu Hamza. "But if that is how
they think, they'll fail."

The roots of the Syrian Democratic
Forces lie in Syria's northeast corner, a
long-neglected region where most of
Syria's Kurdish minority lives alongside
other etlnic groups in impoverished
towns scattered among rolling wheat
fields dotted with aging oil wells.

While world attention since the Syria
conflict began has focused on fighting
between the forces of President Bashar
al-Assad, Sunni rebels and tlte Islamic
State, the Kurds have taken advantage

ofthe chaos to carve out.an autonomous
zone.

Over the past year, the T,P.G. - tt¡e
Kùrdish abbreviation for the People's
PÈotection Units, the dominant Kurdish
forcé in Syria - has closely coordinated
with the United States and its allies. The
forces have made significant progress
in rolling back the Islamic State in a
strip of Kurdish territory along the
Tì.¡rkish border between the Euphrates
River and the Iraqi border.

Evidence of Y.P,G. dominance is obvi-
ous throughout the area. The group
runs ubiquitous checkpoints; photos of
its "mart¡ns" adorn billboards; and its
fighters hold most of the more than 280
mile-long frontline with the Islamic
State. Parts of it had come to resemble
and international border, wüh deep
trenches and high berms running for
miles, lined with bright lights to prevent
jihadist infiltrators.

The whole line is dotted with heavy
sandbagged positions to protect against
machine gun and mortar attacks by the
jihadists.

A senior American military official
said the United States encouraged the
Y.P.G. to create ¿¡n umbrella group that
would make more sense to an interna-
tional audience, and Kurdish leaders de-
cided to call it the Syrian Democratic
Forces.

But a subgroup of Arab brigades
called the Syrian Arab Coalition was
"an American invention," the senior ot-
ficial acknowledged.

Members of the Sanadeed Forces, the Arab milit¡a o[ the Shammar tribe that has jo¡ned '

the Ameriean backed, mainly Kurdish alliance, "We have the Kurds on one side and ISIS on

the other, so who should we choose?" the trlbe's leader said.

While tlte Y.P.G. is believed to have
about 40,000 fighters in northern Syria,
including thousands of P.K.K. fighters
from nearby countries, the Syrian Arab
Coalition has only about 5,000, tlre offi-
cial said. And about 20 percent of those
said they would defend their land but
would not go on the offensive agahst
the Islamic Stae.

"TheY.P.G. is avery effective fighting
force ând it can do a lot," said Barak
Barfi, a research fellow at the New
American Foundation who recently
who recently spent time with Kurdish
units in Syria. He called the Arab groups
"afig leaf for the Y.P.G."

The alliance sought to help the Kurds
by dampening fear among Arabs of
Kurdish domination, and the United
States hoped it would play down its
close relationship with the Kurds so as
not to alarm Tl¡rkey, Mr. Barfi said.

But tlte alliance itself hâs internal ten-
sions. "There is no deep rooted alliance
between these groups; this is a shifting,
tactical alliance," Mr. Barfi said.

The motivations of the Kurds' allies
varied. Some lived in Kurdish majority
areas, so attached themselves to the
dominant power. Others had lost their
communities to tlre Islamic State and
hoped that Kurdish military mightcould
help them go home.

"What is important for us is to protect
our area, and the security of our chil-
dren, our homes and out women," said
Sheikh Hmeidi Daham al-Jarba, whose
Arab tribal militia, the Sanadeed
Forces, has joined the alliance. "ïVe
have the Kurds on one side and ISIS on
the other, so who should we choose?"

Seated in the vast reception hall of his
five-story palace, Sheikh Hmeidi out-

lined the history of his Shammar tribe,
whosó members are spread across the
Middle East and live in a collection of
poor farming and hertling villages in
eastern Syria,

The tribesmen formed an militia in
2011 when rebèl groups beg¿n attacking
tleir area, and it has since pushed the
Islamic State from two of their villages,

he said. The sheikh's son, Bandar, also
the force's military commander, said
tlrey would consider fþhting the Islamic
State elsewhere but needed support.
Many of his fighters had sold land to buy
ammunition, he said.

At a frontline position on the road to
Raqqa, Abu Hamza of the Raqqa Re-
volutionaries Brigade explained his
group's long path to its alliance with the
Kurds.

His group had formed in Raqqa
Province in 2011 to fight Mr. Assad's
forces, sometimês alongside Islamist
rebels including the Nusra FTont, the
Syrian affiliate of Al Qaeda For a while,
they even fought againstthe Kurds. .

But early last year, the Islamic State

kicked his men out of the city of Raqqa,
and he and his men fled to a nearby vil-
lage. The jihadists soon attacked tl¡em
there, so they sought refuge with the
Kurds.

Four years of frghting had worn them
down. Scores of their colleagues had
been killed, and the group had to blow
up two valuable tanks it had captured
from the Syrian government so that the
Islamic State would not capture thent

Now, Abu Hamza said, they hoped
their alliance with the Y.P.G. would let
them get back at the jihadists, and per-
haps open anew line ofsupport.

"This is the state of our fighters: try-
ing to fight ISIS with simple means," he
said, pointing to a fighter in broken
boots, tattered fatigues and a dirty
sweatshirt that read "Skateboarding
ruined by life."

"We need uniforms, we need am-
munition, we need everything," Abu
Hamzasaid.

Eric Schmitt contributed reporting trom
Wøshinglon.

10



Rettue de Presse-Press Reuíew-Berheaoka Çøpê-Riaistø Stampa-Dentro de Iø Prensa-Basin Ozeti

3w
Turqu¡e : en quête de
sécur¡té, les conservateurs
kurdes se tournent vers IAKP
par Charlotte OBERTI / 3 nov. 201 5
www.france24.com

Fn Turqu¡e, le mouvement pro-kurde de
Eselahattin Demirtas, résolument anti-
Erdogan, a vu une partie de son électorat filer
dans les rangs de I'AKP ennemi lors des
législatives de dimanche. Une situation
conjoncturelle, selon des experts.

Audelà de l'effet de surprise créé par la vic-
toire éclatante de I'AKP lors des législatives
de dimanche Ier novembre en Turquie, les
résultats des urnes provoquent un autre
étonnement : le prometteur Parti démocra-
tique des peuples (HDP) n'a pas transformé
l'essai de juin dernier.

Dimanche, le mouvement pro-kurde n'a con-
servé que 59 sièges au Parlement sur les 80
acquis lors du précédent scrutin législatif.
Cette formation codirigée par le charisma-
tique et confiant Selahattin Demirtas a
dépassé de justesse la barre fatidique des 1 0
7o, seuil minimal de représentation en
Turquie.

S'il sauve les meubles, ce rival du président
Recep Tayyip Erdogan n'a pas permis cette
fois-ci de contrecarrer les plans du président
turc, lequel a obtenu la majorité absolue
comme il espérait le faire en convoquant de
nouvelles législatives anticipées.

Le parti pro-kurde de Demirtas, à qui les
sondages donnaient jusqu'à 14 7o d'inten-
tions de vote durant la campagne, a perdu
près d'un million d'électeurs en seulement
cinq mois. Ceux{à sont venus gonfler les
chiffres de I'AKP. Dans toutes les villes du
sud-est à majorité kurde, le score du HDP a
été inférieur à celui de juin, à l'exception

@ Adem Altan, AFP I Le leader prokurde
Selahøttin Demirtas

d'une seule ville, Sirnak.

PLUS RELIGIEUX QUE NATIONALISTES

Cette hémorragie qui peut surprendre (le
Kurde Selahattin Demirtas est en effet con-
sidéré comme un anti-Erdogan et les poli-
tiques menées par les deux hommes sont
opposées) est le fait des conservateurs.
"Parmi les Kurdes, il y a une proportion impor-
tante de conservateurs qui votent pour
I'AKP", indique Ali Kazancigil, politologue et
spécialiste de la Turquie. "Lors de différents
scrutins passés, environ 30 7o des Kurdes ont
voté pour le parti présidentiel", ajoute-t-il. Ces
Kurdes conservateurs très religieux sont en
accord avec le courant de l'islam politique
turc dont est ¡ssu Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

Davantage sensibles aux questions
religieuses qu'au nationalisme kurde, ces rig-
oristes et chefs de clans, comme ils sont
décrits dans un article du "Monde" daté de
lundi 2 novembre, se sont laissés séduire par
le discours novateur et pacifiste de Demirtas
en juin.

"Lors des précédentes législatives, Demirtas
tenait un discours emprunt de connotations
religieuses. ll avait donné des gages de fidél-
ité à cet électorat", explique Samim Akgönü|,
historien, politologue et enseignanl-
chercheur à l'université de Strasbourg. Dans
les meetings du HDP, on voyait même des
drapeaux turcs flotter.

Depuis ce scrutin, tout a cependant changé.
Le conflit armé qui oppose depuis 1984 les
rebelles kurdes du Parti des travailleurs du
Kurdistan (PKK) aux forces de sécurité
turques a violemment repris cet été dans le
sud-est à majorité kurde du pays, et enterré le
fragile processus de paix engagé il y a trois
ans. Le président Erdogan n'a eu depuis de
cesse de décrire le HDP comme la "branche
politique du PKK", organisation considérée
comme terroriste que les conservateurs kur-
des ne soutiennent pas.

LA STABILIÉ DE LîKP
"Erdogan a relancé la guerre", analyse Ali
Kazancigil. "Et cette fois-ci, une partie des
Kurdes conservateurs a voté pour Erdogan
parce qu'ils veulent la stabilité et en ont
assez de cette guerre sur leur terre", estime-t-
il, affirmant que le parti islamo-conservateur
au pouvoir depuis 2002 est vu comme un
mouvement très organisé au niveau national
comme régional et discipliné.

De son côté, "Demirtas a davantage dévelop-
pé des arguments ethniques et des idées de
gauche", ajoute Samim Akgönül. Pour Ali
Kazancigil, le quadragénaire kurde a tout
simplement été "désavantagé par la conjonc-
ture".

Suite à l'attentat d'Ankara qui a fait 102
morts lors d'un rassemblement pour la paix
le 10 octobre, au plus fort de la campagne, le
HDP avait annulé ses rassemblements de
masse.

Par ailleurs, "certaines villes à majorité kurde,
comme Cizre, ont été sous le siège de l'armée
pendant plusieurs jours", commente Samim
Aknögü1, parlant d'intimidations du pouvoir et
de l'armée. À Diyarbakir, la "capitale" kurde,
des électeurs ont eux aussi voté sous le
regard d'une police lourdement armée. I

Turquie: les rebelles du PKK annoncent la fin de
leur trêve militaire préélectorale

Istanbul,5 novembre 2015 (AFP)

LES REBELLES DU PARTI des travailleurs du Kurd¡stan (PKK) ont
annoncé þudi la fin de la suspens¡on de leurs opérations m¡lita¡res contrc
la Turquie, décrétée avant les législat¡ves remportées d¡manche par le
parti du président Recep Tayyip Erdogan.
"La période de suspension un¡latérale (des opérations militaires) estterminée au
regard de la politique de guene et des attaques de I'AKP (Parti de la justice et
du développement, islamo-conservateur)", écrit le PKK dans une dédarat¡on
reprodu¡te par l'agence de presse kurde Firat News.

Le 10 octobre demier, les rebelles avaient annoncé le début d'une "période
d'inactiv¡té" avant les législatives, af¡n de ne pas "empêcher une élection équi-
table" le ler novembre. lls avaient toutefois préc¡sé qu'ils répondraient à toutes
les att¡aques turques.

Depu¡s dimanche, I'aviation d'Ankara a déjà mené deux séries de frappes
aériennes contre des objectifs du PKK, aussi bien dans le sud€st å majorité

kurde de la Turquie que dans leur bastion des montagnes du nord de I'lrak.

Des afirontements violenß ont également opposé ces demiers jours les æbelles
aux forces de sécurité furques dans plus¡eurs villes de Turquie, fruant au moins
2 soldats et quatre militants kurdes. L'état-major turc a pour sa part afürmé jeudi
que ses frappes aériennes avaient provoqué la mort de 16 militants du PKK.

M. Erdogan a æpété mercredi que les opérations militjaires turques se poursui-
vraient'lusgu'à ce que I'organisation terroriste quitte le sol turc et entene ses
armes",

Après plus de deux ans de cessezle-feu, les combats ont repris fin juillet entre
le PKK et I'armée ou la police turques, faisant de nombreuses vict¡mes. lls ont
fa¡t voler en édat le frag¡le processus de paix engagé à I'automne 2012 pour
mettre un terme å ce confl¡t, qu¡ â fait plus de 40.000 morts depuis 1984.

Lors du scrutin de dimanche, I'AKP a regagné le contrôle exclusif du Parlement,
qu'¡l avait perdu en juin, en totalisant49,4% des suffrages et 317 sièges de
députés, sur 550. o

'l'l
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envoyé spécial

E
n provenance des bu-
reaux de vote répartis
dans les différènts quar-
tiers de la ville, la nou-

velle sétait répandue de proche
en proche depuis la fin de l'après.
midi: le Parti démocratique des
peuples (HDP),lié au mouvement
kurde, n'obtiendrait pas aux élec-
tions anticipées qui se sont te-
nues dimanche ler novembre un
résultat équivalent à celui enre-
gistÉ en iuin. La foule clairsemée
qui s'était rassemblée en fin de

fournée dans les environs.de son
siège de Dþrbakir, la capitale
culturelle et le centre politique
des Kurdes de Turquie, a suivi
dans la confusion I'annonce pro-
gressive des résultats électoraux.

Le rassemblement, qui avait dé-
buté sans enthousiasme dans le
bruit des tambours, des pétards et
des feux d'artifice, s'est achevé
dâns la fumée des gaz lacrymogè-
nes et les iets dès canons à eau de
la police antiémeute. Saluant ha-
bituellemént les victoires électo-
rales, les'coüps de'feu et rafðles
d'armes automatiques tires en
I'air par Òertains résonnaient
conune ïexpression d'une frus-
tration grandissante à mesure
que se confirmait l'échec relatif
dupartikurde.

Tandis que les premiêrs mouve-
ments de foule éloignaient les fa-
milles, plusieurs dizaines de jeu-
nes militants plus radicaux se
sont lancés dans une brève con-

frontation avec la pglice qui n'a
guèrc eu dlécho ailleurs en ville.

Au soir du lu'novembre, Ðiyar-
bakir est entrée avec le reste dés
régions à maiorite kurde du pays
dans une nouvelle phase d'incer-
titude. Si Ie Parti démocratique
des peuples est parvenu, avec une
marge de o;7 point, à franchir le

Après trois mois
marqués par Ies

scènes de guerre,
I'issue du vote
apparaissait,à
beaucoup de

Kurdes comme
secondalre

seuil de ro % des suffrages expri-
més qui conditionne la représen-
tation au Parlement diAnkara il
accuse un net recul par rapport à
la perdée historique enregistrée
lors des élections législatives du
7 iuin. Le HDP avait alors obtenu.
un score de r3 %, permettantpour
la première fois à un parti pro-
kurde dþntrer en tant que tel au
Parlement.

aEtat dc choc>
A Diyarbakia oì¡ le résultat du
HDP est passé de 79,r % en juin à

7z;¡ o/o et oùle Parti de la justice et
du développement (AKP, islamo-
conservateur, au pouvoir) a rem-
porté deux sièges,.comme dans la
plupart des provinces kurdes, le
Parti démocratique des peuples a
reculé dans ses propres bastions
facg à une reconquête, par ll{KP,
des votes cònservateurs kurdes.

Cê revers, que les dernières en-
quêtes dbpinion n'avaient pas
laissé présager, intervient alors
que Ia reprise, cet été, des affron-
tements entre Ie Parti des tra-
vailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK), la
branche armée du mouvement
kurde, et les forces de sécurité
turques a plongé le sud-est du
pays dans un climat de violence
que beaucoup craignent de voir
s'aggraver.

A Sur, qirartier populaire du
centre historique de Diyarbakir
où les murs criblés de balles por-
tent encore la trace des combats
qui y ont opposé, du ro au tz octo-
bre, des militants issus de la ieu-
nesse locale et des milices urbai
nes duPKK auxforces de sécurité,
laioumée électorale de dimanche
s èst déroulée. dans une atmos-
phère particulièrement tendue,
Le déploiement des forces spécia-
les de la police dans et à proximité
de certains bureaux de vote, qua-
lifié de mesure d'intimidation de
lapart des responsables dú HDP, a
été mal perçu par une partie de la.
populalion. <lhi Ie sentiment de
vivre sous occupat¡on étrangère,
avait alors confié un électeur. Cþst
la police de I'AKP qui vient nous
inttnider.>

Si certains électeurs s'en sont
accommodés, leur présence à Sur
a pu accentuer le dimat de ten-
sion également palpable dans
d'autres quartiers populaires de
la ville oi¡ des irrégularités et des
pressions e:<ercées sur les asses-
seurs affiliés à IIAKP par des repré-
sentants du mouvement kurde
ont été rapportées. Après trois
mois marqués par les scènes de
guerre et la mort brutale de civils
imputées aux forces de sécurité
dans plusieurs villes kurdes lorq

(Au¡ourd'hui,
je n'ai plus

d'espoir, je ne fais
conf¡ance
n¡ à FEtat

ni au PKK>
HUSEVIN

habitant de Diyarbakir

des affrontements armés qui les
ont opposés aux militants du
PKK, Iissue du vote apþaraissait à
beaucoup comme secondaire au
regard de la crainte communé-
ment partagée d'une intensifi-
cation du conflit, une fois le
scrutin passé.

Pour les électeurs du HDP, la
déception le disputait cependant
à I'incrédulité à l'annonce des ré-
sultats. <lamais je n'auraís pu
ímaginer un tel recul, je suís en
état de choc>, admet Ali, retraité,
venu suivre les résultats au siège
du parti prokurde. Si,les.candi-
dats et les responsables du HDP à
Diyarbakir se refusent pour l'ins-
tant à toute déclaration sur les ré-
sultats, Nazmi Gür, parlemen-
taire HDP et cadre dirigeant du
parti, ioint par té!éphone à An-
kara, explique le iecul de sa for-

"Pas de photos ici, c'est une zone terroriste", lance un membre des forces spéciales
de la police postées devant un des lycées qui accueillent les bureaux de vote
à Diyarbakir. Emilien URBANO/MYOP POUR "LE MONDE'
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mation politique parl'état de vio-
lence qui s'est imposé en Turquie
depuis le scrutin de juin et n'ex-
clut pas une nouvélle escalade du
conflit: uLa stratégíe radícale du
gouvemement a payé, IiAKP a dé-
claré Ia guerre après les éledions
du 7 iuin et a affecté ainsi Ie com-
portement de I'éIectorat. A pré-
sent, il y a un risque que le présï
dent RecepTayyíp Erdogan estime
pouvoir utiliser sa majoritë pour
faire ce qu'il veut. Lbbjectif de
IAKP est de détruire totalement Ie
mouvementkurde.¡t

(ll nl. plut d. qüGtlonkurdcD

Pourles électeurs et militants kur-
des de lltKP à Dþrbakia le recul
du HDP sanctionnefa à I'avenir
son illégitimité en tant qu'interlo-
cuteur du gouvemement: <Si le

!ìouvemement doít prendre des
mesures envers les Kurdes, ce sera
de maníère unÍlatérale, nous
nhvons plus,besoin du HDP>, dé-
clare, après l'annonce des résul-
tats, Mehmet lhsanAytekin, cadre
de la section locale du parti majo-
ritaire à Diyarbakir.

< A partír de ce soír, Íl n'y a plus de
question kurde en Turquiet,
ajoute le responsable. Bien queles
résultats obtenus par le HDP à

l'échelle nationale lui garantis-
sent d'être représenté au Parle-
ment, les militants les plus radi-
caux estiment que le recul électo-
ral du mouvement kurde, attri-
bué à la (terreur,t exercée par le
pouvoir turc, doit se traduire par
une rupture avec les institutions.
C'est cependant la crainte d'un
avenir incertain et la perspective
d'une paix plus menacée que ja-
mais qui domine.

< lefaísais confiance à I'AKP pour
ínstaurer Ia paíx au Kurdistan de
TurquÍe>, se remémore Huseyin.
<La polítique d'Erdogan enversles
Kurdes syriens mh fait changer

dbvís. Auiourd'hui, ie nhi plus
d'espoir, ie ne fais confiance ni à
I'Etat ni au PKK.Nous voulons sÍm-
plement vívre en paíx, maís je
crains que nous nous retrouvions
encore coíncés entre les deux
camps rr, regrette-t-il tandis que,
de la fenêtre du salon oì¡ s'est
reunie sa famille pour suivre la
soirée électorale à la télévision
panient le fracas des échauffou-
rées entre ieunes militants kurdes
etpolicier5. r

AII.ANKAVAL

rclrronrc AVienne, le SOftdASSad
D¡MAN.HEI¡R.LUNDrzNovEMBREz'ls 

divisg les puissances
Les participants au sommet de vendredi se sont entendus sur

plusieurs points, sans masquer leurs désaccords

I vlnnnr - envoyée spécidle

.issue politique de la
guerre qui fait rage en
Syrie depuis plus de
quatre ans est encore

niqué détaillé. Paimi les partenai-
res occidentaux et proche-orien-
taux de lbpposition syrienne
convoqués vendredi matin avant
la plénière par M. Fabius, I'accueil
a été plus que réservé. <Les com-
mentaires ont été aimables mais

fermes pour dire qu'íls n'accepte-
rcnt pas n'importe quoi des Russes
et surtout des lranienst, indique
un diplomate. Ll\rabie saoudite, le
Qatar et la Turquie ont argué de
Iimpossibilité d'imposer à lbppo-
sition un accord qui ne prévoirait
pas le départ de ¡vf. nssad. Seute ln-
flexion depuis le début de l'inter-
vention russe en Syrie, fiir septem-
bre: le départ du président syrien
n'est plug requis comme un préa-
lable. <Ilfaudra à un moment ou à,

un auûe qu'il ne soit plus dans cette
p o sÍtÍon r, dit-on côté français.

cEctrngrvlrlbr
M.Kerry a eu beau rappeler la fer-
meté de. la position américaine
envers le président Assad, beau-
coup redoutent que Washington
cède. < Comme toujourc, Ies Amêrí-
cafn¡ sonf prêts, à tout lâcher. Ils
veulent négocler et convaíncre les
autrcs que "ça va marcher" ¡, cnti-
que un diploma¡e. La crainte de-
meure que Washlngton et Mos'
cou décident seuls. <les modalí-
té s définìe s à lñenne sont telle s que
cela ne sera pas possible>, àssure-
t-on. Un accord est illusoire sans
l'aval de I'Iran, qui apporte un sou-
tien direct à Damas, et de li{rabie
saoudite, principal soutien des
groupes rebelles. Réunis pour la
première fois autourd'une même
table à Vienne, Riyad et Téhéran

ont eu des <échanges virÍls, com-
mente un diplomate.Ils nbnt pas
mis leur drapeau dans leur poche,
maís cþstbÍen qu'ils se parlent.t

Pendant sept heures, les partici-
pants ont échangé iusqu'à arrêter
un communiqué, évasif et suc-
cinct, sur des points d'accord. Le
vice-ministre iranien des affaires
étrangères, Hossein Amir Abdol-
lahian, s'est félicité que Téhéran
ait {éussi à empêcher I'inclusion
d'un calendrier de dé¡iart pour
Bachar.Al-Assad. L'Iran a laissé en-
tendre qu'il accepterâit une pé-
riode de transition politique de
six mois suivie d'élections danb
les dix-huit mois pour décider de
son sort. Dans l'autre camp, on se
targue d'un <caccord obtenu au
forceps> pour confief aux Na-
tions unies, et non à M. Assad, le

Aucunc p€rcóo
n|Ët otcotnpltéc

event
íd€t molt r,

malr un eosord
n'e¡t pa¡lugá
ln¡urmontable

soin dbrganiser les élections.
LONU se verr¿ également confier
latâche de définirla liste des orga-
nisations terroristes.

Les régime de Damas et lbpposi-
tion syrienne deviaient rapide-
ment reioindre les négociations.
Tout à leur ambiguité, les Russes
s'y sont dits favorables mais ont

éludé la question des frappes con-
tre lbpposition modérée.
A Vienne, certains nbnt pas

manqué de pointer aussi la <co-
responsabÍIitér de Moscou dans
les violences du régime envers sa
population. Verldredi, des bom-
bardements ont fait au moins
91 mort$, dont 5Z dans des tirs de
rgquettes sur un marché de
Douma, a annoncé l0bservatoire
syrien des droits de, l'homme
(OSDH). De son côté, la France
s'est dite déterminée, malgré le
veto agité par Moscou, à présenter
une résolution devant le Conseil
de sécurité contre le siège des po-
.pulations et les bombardements
aux barils d'explosifs.

Aucune percée n'est escomptée
avant <des moÍs l mais, un accord
n'est pas iugé insurmontable.
tsur Ia questíon dAssad, ça peut
bouger si les ßusses et les lraníens
sentent que Ia pressÍon estforte>,
estime une source occidentale. Or
Moscou semble plus enclin à né-
gocier: < Assad a prís fait et cause
pourles chätes, ce quífaft que des
sunnites ont déclaréle djihadcon-
tre la RussÍe. C'est très dangereux
pour Moscou, qui craínt aussi des
pertes sur le terraìn et une guefte
coûteusett, poínte une source oc-
cidentale. Les parrains régionaux
de lbpposition syrienne ont accru
leur aide pour contrer l'interven-
tion russe, mais beaucoup regret-
tent que les Américains ne
veuillent pas s'investir davantage.
allsfont díxfois moÍns deftappes
que les Russes,.pointe un diplo-
mate.Çava peut-être changer.n I

núr.È¡w s¡¡.r.ou

lointaine. Mais vendredi 3oocto.
bre, dans'les salons de lhôtel Im-
périal à Viedne, en Autriche, un
petit espoir est né de voir un pro-
cessus débuter. La présence iné-
dite de I'Iran pour échanger avec
son rival saoudien et quinze
autres pays, ainsi que l'Union
européenne (UE) et les Nations
unies, a été jugée en soi <posË
tive >. <II y a des poìnts de désac-
cord, maís nous cvons suffisam-
ment avancé pour que nous nous
retrouvions dans la même confi-
guration, dans deux semaÍnes4 a
commenté le ministre français
des affaires étrangères, Laurent
Fabius.

Les participants se sont enten-
dus a minima sur plusieurs
points: le respect de I'unité de la
Syrie, I'intégrité de ses institu-
tions, un cadre pour I'instaura-
tion d'un cessez-le-feu, la relance
de négociations entre le gouver-
nement et lbpposition et latenue
de nouvelles élections. Sur I'es-
sentiel, en revanche, le sort du
président Bachar Al-Assad, les
Etats-Unis, la Russie et ÏIran <rse

sont rnis dhccord pour être en dé-
saccord>, a concédé le secrétaire
d'Etat américain, fohn Kerry.

Une semaine après la réunion
du z3octobre entre les Etats-Unis,
la Russie, liArabie saoudite et la
Turquie, M.Kerry est revenu à
Vienne avec u¡rprojet de commu-

l3
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Turkish leader set
to pursue agenda
ISTATISUL

Rerrersal of previous loss
revives Erdogan's plans
to consolidate power

BYlIMARANGO
ANDCEN^A'NYEGINSU

Speatring to a c¡owd of supporters in
August, President Recep Talyip Er-
dogan, licking his wounds from a drub-
bing in the June elections in which his
party lost its majority in Parliament,
was emphatic that he was still in charge,
despite the constitutional limits on the
powersof hisoffice.

"There is a president with de facto
power in the countr¡r, not a symbolic
one," he told a crowd of supporters in
his hometollsn, the Black Sea city of
Rize. "The president should conduct his
duties forthe nation directly, but wit¡in
his authority. Whether one accepts it or
nol Tlrrkey's administrative system
has ctranged. Now,what should be done
isupdatetåis de facto situation intltele-
gal framework of tåe Constitution."

Now tùat Mr. Erdogan's Justice and
Development Part¡¡, or A.K.P., has re-
versed its losses with a shrnning land-
sli$e in Sunday's snap election, his am-
bitionto establish apresidential system
of government - which analysts had
pronounced dead in June - is very
muchalive.

Mr. Erdogan secured his grip on the
Ttrrkish potitical system for at least fow
more years, despite polls before the elec-
tionthathad predicted aresult similarto
June's. And even as worries.pensisted
about the deep polarization of Tl¡rkish
society and a drift towa¡d authoritarian-
ism, investors cheered tlte result: The
lìrrkish currelcy soared on Monday, as
did the prices of Ti¡rkish stocks.

The margin of victory did not give Mr.
Erdogan enough votes to immediately
revamp the T\uHsh Constitution, which
was written by military overseers afrer
a coup in 1980, and which many political
leaders say needs to be refashioned to
enshrine more democratic rights for
minorities, such as Kurds, The A.K.P.
earned 316 seats among the 550 in Pár-
liament, just shy of the 330 that are re-
guired to bring a new Constitution to a
referendum.

Even so, that was close enough for
many to predict that it was only amatter
of time before the A.ICP. could secure
additional support to move forward
with a new Constitution.

In The Dai¡y Sabah, a progovern-
ment newspaper, Ilnr¡r Cevik, a colum-
nist, wrote on Monday, "The message is
loud and clear: The Î¡rkish [ation hac
decided it will continue its marclr to the
fufi¡re with the Justice and Develop
ment Party (4.K. Party) and has given
the greenlþhtfor acivilian Constitution
and for the establisbment of a presiden-
tial systenr"

In avictory speechon Sunday in An-
l¡arq the capital, Prime Mini¡sterAhmet
Davutoglu made clear that witù its re-
stored m{ority in Parliament,the À,K.P.
would push fqr a new Constihfüon

Mr. Erdoganhas saidhe envisioneda
presidency with powers even greater
than that of the president in tlre Ameri-
can system,

Intìepursuit of greater powers, there
is the possibility, analWts say, of reviving
tlte peace processr with the crlr¡ntryt
Kurdish minority. Mr. Erdogan had once
pushed forward a peace plan with the
Kurds to end a long war, a¡rd hê offered
more crncessions, 3udr as language arid
cultural rights, to the Kurds than any
otber Îl¡rkish leader in history. And be-
fore Jrmeb electio& many anticipated
that I\ír. Erdogan was counting on suP
port from t¡e Kurds to change the Con-
stihrtion in a bargain that wor¡ld have
given him an executive presidency and
the Kurds more rights and autonomy.

"Ttrere is a ríatural trade-off between
what the Kurdish party wants and what
Erdogan wants," Sinan Ulgen, an ex-
pert on Türkey with Carnegie Europe,
said in a conference call with reporters
onMonday.

But a dealwillnot come easily, as tlte
resumption of the war with tlre militants
of the K.urdistan Workers' Party, or
P,K.K., in recent months and a crack-
down on the civilia¡r side of tlte Kurdish
movement, tllrouglt harassment and
mass arrests, have destroyed trust bq.
tweenthe two sides.

l¡Vhile tÌ¡e Peoples' Demæratic Parq¡,
or H.D.P., which is Kurdish{ominated,
surpassed a.10 percent legal threshold
to enter Parliament, it lost roughly one
miuion votes. Party leaders attributed
the setback to the government's efforts
to tarnish tüe Peoples' Democratic
Party by linking it to terrorism by the
militaûts of the P.K.K.

"This was not a fair election, period,"
Selahattin Demirtas,. the co-leader of
the Peoples' Democratic Parly, said on
Sunilay, noting that the party had barely
campaigned because offears about se-
curity. "\tr/e won close to ll percent of
the vote without a campaign, trying to
protect our people from massacres."

UMIT BEKTAS/REUTERS

Parliamertary elections ensured the domi-
¡ance of President Recep lbyyip Erdogan.

' Questions persist aboutthe qualiryof
Tlxkey's democratic institutions, such
as the news media and the judiciary,
which critics and analysts have warned
have.become increasingly under the
contxol of Mr. Erdogan and his party.

A day after the election, the Tl¡rkish
police raided a weekly newsmagazine,
Noktâ, that was recently charged with
"insulting the Î¡rkish president" after
its cov€r depicted a mocked-up selfie of
Mr. Erdogan. The magazine's editor was
detained and distribution of the publica-
tion was halted,localnews reports said.

Even in tùe absence of a new Consti-
tution, Mr. Erdogan will continue to
wield enormous influence. In Septem-
ber, he added more loyalisæ to its gov-
erning committee, even though by law
he is supposed to rernain impartial and
above partisan politics.

Naz Masraff, the director for Europe
at the political risk consultancy Eurasia
Group, said in an interview that Mr. Er-
dogan would "continue to head cabinet
meetings as he deems necessary, block
various appointments, delay govern-
mentbills and will eventually pushfor a
tormal switch to a presidential system
when he deemsthetiming is right."

"But until then, Tlrrkey will be ruled
under ade facto executive presidency,"
Ms. Masraff said. '

Mr. Erdogan's victory not only revital-
iz€d his presidential ambitions but mây
bave also restored some shine to his po-
sition as a regional Islâñist leader.

On Monday, as analysts weighed
what the ekiction results mean for Ti¡r-
key's future, they were introspective,
asking why everyone seemed to be so
off in their predictions.

"At the end of the day, Erdogan
gambled, and it paid off," said Omer
Taspinar, aÏrrkey expert at t¡e Brook-
ings Institution. "People want stability.
Theyhave seen 13 yearsofstability, and
compared to the 1990s, the last decade in
Tl¡rkey is much better."
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By Dominique Soguel
November B, 2o1S
htÞ : //wr,r'w.csmonitor.com

trrbil, lraq - Briar Abdullah comes from a
Dproud line of peshmerga fighters. But even
in this time of war in northern Iraq between
his fellow Kurds and the self-described Islamic
State, Mr. Abdullah chose to study law rather
than fight.

It was a tough decision, he says, but rooted in
the belief that knowledge is the best founda-
tion for an independent Kurdistan.

"I dream of holding a Kurdish passport and
being able to travel freely across Greater
Kurdistan," says the young man studying in
the northern Iraqi city of Erbil. "Iraqi
Kurdistan could be the starting point," he says.
'rThe Kurds are ready for independence."

Rebaz Hassan, another young Iraqi Kurd,
opted for a radically different kind of educa-
tion. He trained in Qandil Mountain, the bas-
tion of the Kurdistan Workers' Party, or PKK,
an insurgent movement that has long fought
against the Turkish state and has powerful
affiliates in Iran and Syria.
The details may differ, but his vision for the
future falls within the same spectrum.

"My dream is to have a free Kurdistan" that is
multiethnic, says Mr. Hassan, eating at a PKK
cultural center. "I want to see the word
Kurdistan - not Iraq - on my passport."

Kurds are considered the largest ethnic group
in the world without a state. They comprise
significant minorities in lran, Turkey, S1ria,
and Iraq. Most Kurds - roughly 3o million
people worldwide - dream of erasing those
mountainous borders and forming what they
call a "Greater Kurdistan."

SYMPATTTY FOR THEIR CAUSE

They've never had the power or international
support necessary to achieve that goal. But the
new generation hope that their role as key
partners in the USled war against Islamic
State (IS), coupled with the possible collapse
of the S¡rian and Iraqi states, could herald a
change in fortune.

Kurdish gains in Iraq and recently in S¡ria
have resulted in growing territorial control. In
Turkey, which has the largest concentration of
Kurds, a pro-Kurdish party made it into parlia-
ment this summer for the first time in history.
Despite the breakdown of a peace process
between Turkey and the PKK that has resulted
in a resurgence of violence, the pro-Kurdish
party passed the threshold for representation

November 3,2015

A Kurdish fíghter planteil a Kunlish flag on øn earthen berm 20 miles southtoest of
tn of the war øgainst lslømic Støte.

Are Kurds closer to realizing their
dream of an independent state?

Kurds are cons¡dered the largest ethnic group in the world without a country.
The turmoil in Syria and lraq cíeates an op--portun¡ty to draw closer to that dróam.
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in new elections this week. In Iran, Kurdish
militants and activists still face execution.

But it was their role in recent dramatic chap-
ters in the war with IS, including a tide-turn-
ing victory in the northern Syrian city of
Kobane, that won Kurdish fighters accolades
from the international community and stoked
sympathy for their cause.

Each military victory fuels a sense of destiny.
Just months ago, analysts were abuzz with talk
of a "Kurdish moment,' noting that the inter-
national climate had never been more con-
ducive to a Kurdish drive for independence.

But now most warn that internal feuds are get-
ting in the way and could even escalate into
internecine Kurdish violence. And, crucially,
Turkey, Iran, and the United States oppose
Kurdish independence.

"We can lstill] talk about a Kurdish moment
because the genie is out of the bottle," says
Mutlu Civiroglu, a Washington analyst. "The
Kurdish issue is now a regional, international
issue. It needs to be addressed by the interna-
tional powers sooner or later."
So, who are the Kurds?

Despite facing very different realities in four
nations, Kurds are bound by a common sense
of belonging, Mr. Civiroglu saysr When
Kobane was under siege, Kurds in Iraq and
Turkey rushed tojoin the fight. Those in Iran

- persecuted for being Sunni as well as Kurds
by the Shiite regime - also staged demonstra-
tions of support.

KURDISH IDENTITY AND HISTORY
RUNDEEP.

"The Kurds predate Christ," says Mesud
Serfiraz, a histoúan and academic researcher
at Mardin A¡tukìu University in the southeast-
ern Turkish city of Mardin, with visible pride.
"The ancient Greek general Xenophon and the
Greek historian Strabo wrote about
Courdoune. Many researchers, myself includ-
ed, believe this region corresponds to modern
Kurdistan."

Kurds converted to Islam early and fought
alongside Arabs in the Crusades. Salaheddin
Eyubi, a Muslim Kurd known in the West as
Saladin, was the first sultan of Egypt and Syria.
Kurds were absorbed into the Ottoman and
Safavid Empires, or modern-day Turkey and
Iran, two dominant regional powers.

Kurdish nationalist movements first flour-
ished as the Ottoman Empire faded, but the
key treaties that carved out the present Middle
East left Kurds stateless.

In the zoth century, Kurdish demands for
autonomy and basic cultural and linguistic
rights put them at odds or outright war with
the countries they live in. One brief success -
the declaration ofthe Republic of D

( )f\lli )lìVI
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D Kurdistan in the city of Mahabad in 1946

- was swiftly snuffed out by Iran.

REVOLUTIONARYSONGS

The personal journey of Saeed Gabari, an aging
yet sprightly Kurdish singer bom in Syria, cap-
tures a fraction of that struggle.

As his wife serves tea and nuts in their home on
the outskirts of Erbil, Mr. Gabari recounts in
vivid detail his glory days traveling as a pesh-
merga bard on horseback, but glosses over the
years spent behind bars, where he was blinded.

The singer/activist experienced torture in the
worst jails of the Êgion: Diyarbakir in Turkey,
Iraq's Abu Ghraib, Iran's Evin, and othem in
Syria. Chillingly precise memories linger
despite his efforts to forget. Gabari says he was
electroshocked rrr times during his detention in
T[rkey in 1965.

Of the nearþ three dark years he spent in Abu
Ghraib in the 198os, he recålls a bright memory
ofdefiance - the dayprisoners bumed blankets
and jumped over the fire to celebrate the
Kurdish New Year. It earned 4oo people a beat-
ing, he says, but the torturcrs in charge finally
gave up in fatigue.

Gabari says his crime was giving voice to
Kurdish dreams. -Theywould say: If peshmerga
shoot bullets in the mountains no one hears
them, but revolutionary songs grow their
ranks."

AUTONOIT{YIN IRAQ

Gabari now lives in northern Iraq because this is
where Kurds have come closest to achieving the
elusive dream of independence. Iraqi Kurds
asserted autonomy there after heþing the US in
2oo3 topple the dictatorship of Saddam
Ht¡ssein. The Iraqi leader had massacred Kurds
in the genocidal Anfal campaign of the late
r98os, including the March 1988 chemical
attack in Halabja that killed thousands of civil-
ians.

"I think the Americans have understood that
neither T\rrks, nor lranians, nor Arabs are their
friends. Their only friends are the Kurd,' says
the bard, noting that Massoud Barzani, presi-
dent of the Iraqi Kurdistan region since zoo5,
was a guest of the White House this year.

Mr. Barzani sees a referendum in Iraqi
Kurdistan as the first step toward independ-
ence. But other parties see more pressing prior-
ities: an economic crisis that has sent young
Kurds fleeing to Europe, oil and budget disputes
with Baghdad, and more rccently how to solve a
succession crisis following the end of Barzani's
term in August, which recently spilled into vio-
lence.

'The most important challenge we are facing is
the war ag¿inst IS," says Jafar Eminki, deputy
parliament speaker. "Declaring independence is
not a priority or pressing need today. The polit-
ical forces are not foctued on that.'

IERRITORIAL GAINS

But Kamal Kirkuki, a senior official in Banani's

party and a military commander on the fiont
line against IS, has no doubts: Independence is
the end goal and increasingly within reach,
whether the world agrees or not.

"If we were fighting [ust] to stay in Iraq as a
federation, I would not fight IS for one minute.
I would not stay in this hell," Mr. Kirkuki says.

The stately commander has spent months fight-
ing on the outskirts of Kirkuk, a diverse and oil-
rich city some 51 miles south of Erbil that lies
outside the recognized borders of Iraqi
Kurdistan. Kurds view it as their "Jerusalem'
and took control when the Iraqi Army fled IS
advances in zor4.

Kirkuki says his troops have killed more than
1,2oo IS fighters. But his greatest source of
pride is the liberation of all Kurdish and mixed
villages within his sector, as well as r7 Arab
hamlets.

Aid workers in Iraq, however, caution that the
conquests come with forced displacement and
land grabs designed to change demographic
realities.

Experts saythe territorial gains could shape the
contours of a de facto Kurdish state if Iraq and
Syria splinter apart.

"What is lraq?' scoffs the commander. ''Ihis
country does not contrcl its skies, and it does
not control its land or borders. It does not con-
trcl its oil and water. Iraq failed."

OPPIORTI]NITYIN SYRIA

For Syrian Kurds, the outbreak of the Arab
Spring in 2ou likewise presented a golden
opportunity. They quietly carved out three non-
contiguous enclaves in the north of the country
as President Bashar al-Assad largely turned a
blind eye to their activities. In these areas,
Syrian Kurds have tested the concept of demo-
cratic autonomy as theorized by jailed PKK
leader Abdullah Öcalan.

Mohammed Rasho, a representative of the
dominant Kurdish faction in Syria who is based
in Iraq, says they have an all-inclusive goal.
"Our slogan is free Rojava and a Democratic
Syria," he says, using the Kurdish name for
northern Syria. "There is no roo percent
Kurdish area in Syria. We are islands in an Arab
sea.'

The Kurds in Syria have rolled out Kurdish edu-
cation, enforced their version of gender equali-
ty, and created decisionmaking structures gen-
eraþ inclusive of Arabs and the other groups in
tJre area. While Kurdish men and women fought
heroically in Kobane, rights groups say the
Syrian Kurdish militias have recruited child sol-
diers and destroyed Arab villages.

In both the Iraqi and Syrian contelrts, internal
rivalries, autocratic tendencies, and fraught
relations with Amb neighbors have slowed
progress toward independence.

"Regionally, the biggest challenges facing the
Kurds is first internal division and fragmenta-
tion," says Kawa Hassan, director of the Middle
East and North Africa Program at the EastWest

Institute in Brussels. "If the Kurdish house is
not in order they cannot achieve independ-
ence."

'Second is the opposition from neighboring
countries and the United States against Kurdish
independence. Third is the lack of economic
infrastructure that could be the basis of eco'
nomic independence.'

"Of course things change very quickly in the
Middle East," adds Mr. Hassan. "Syria is crum-
bling. Iraq is crumbling.... The most feasible
scenario is federations or Kurdish confedera-
tions."

KI.]RDISH CTJLTT]RE AND IIINGUAGE

Territory is not all the Kurds care about. In fact
many - including the dominant political fac-
tions in Turkey and Syria - arc pragmatists will-
ing to find a solution for the Kurdish question
that is short ofan independent state.

But all Kurdish factions put cultural and linguis-
tic rights at the top oftheir agenda.

Kurds make political gains across
Kurdistan, likewise the Kurdish language is
experiencing a revival," says Ulku Bingol, editor
of HÍVA a publishing house producing books
for children in multiple Kurdish dialects out of
the southeast Turkish city of Diyarbakir.

The first Kurdishlanguage newspaperwas puÞ
lished in 1898 in Istanbul, but tlre harsh policies
of assimilation ushered in by the Turkish
Republic set the stage for a generation that
speaks Kurdish poorly if at all. Even some of the
staunchqst separatists of Diyarbakir - which
T\rrkey's Kurds consider their regional capital -
struggle to speak in their mother tongue.

Ibrahim Halil Baran, a separatist Kurdish
nationalist who switches from Kurdish to
Turkish when sleep¡ sums r¡p the stakes. 'For
us, when a Kurd losqs his language, he has
become a T\rrk. Kurdish language is Kurdish
identity."

Kurdish linguists are now able to teach at the
university level thanks to an opening that began
with an amendment to T\rrkey's Constitution in
r99z and accelerated under the govemment of
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan. But they fear
the language will disappear unless Kurdish edu-
cation is scaled up.

Dilvan, a Kurdology student, spent years
answering to a Ti¡rkish name rather than her
own at school. She hoped for progress when
elections ushered a pro-Kurdish party into par-
liament.

But amid recent Turkish-PKK and IS violence,
Dilvan is too afraid to speak Kurdish in
Istanbul, saying it draws angry glares and com-
ments. Instead, she discreetþ tries to polish her
mother tongue by telling bedtime stories to her
youngest sibling.

"Sometimes I lose hope,'she says. "It's been a
massive struggle with only small results. But my
fatler told me: If you study Kurdish, thousands
will learn. This is the most important battle." a
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Turkey's Elections, the Syrian
Crisis, and the US

Fresh off his party's stunning election victory, will Erdogan get in the way of U.S. plans,
or work with Washington toward a grand bargain on Syria and Iraq?

ERDOGAN RISING

Henri J. Barkey
November 4,2015
http ://www.the -american-
interest.com

¡n a stunning turn ofevents in Turkey, the
lJustice and Development Party (AKP)
managed to confound its critics and win a

convincing victory at the polls. These elec-
tions were a gamble by President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, who maneuvered to block
the formation of a coalition government fol-
lowing the inconclusive fune elections so as
to get another shot at winning a maiority.
The most important contribution to
Erdogan's victory came from an unexpected
source: the main Kurdish insurgent group,
the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK), with
which Turkey has been at war. In an
unprecedented strategic blunder, the PKK
abandoned its unilateral ceasefìre after the
fune elections. The resulting violence
helped the AKP to make its case that it
stood for stability, something Turks value
more than anything else.

The significant increase in the AKP's share
of votes from 41 to 49 percent will
undoubtedly make the new Turkish govem-
ment, and Erdogan in particular, far more
self confident in both domestic and inter-
national affairs.

While the United States has always shown a
tendency to work with the status quo, espe-
ciallywhen it comes to an ally such as
Turkey, a member of NATO, it now faces
three challenges. The first, and least signif-
icant, challenge is the anti-American tone
ofErdogan, his party, and especiallythe
Erdogan-controlled press, representing
approúmately 70 percent of all outlets,
whether print, television, online, or social
media. Insinuating American plots and par-
tisanship in favor of the opposition even
forced the U.S. Ambassador to come out
forcefully to deny the allegations.

r¡he second challenge is the increasingly
I authoritarian bent of the government,

including the arbitrary confiscation ofoppo-
sition television channels and newspapers
and the prosecution of individuals from all
walks of life for criticizing the President. If
such campaigns continue, or even escalate,
after these elections, it will make for
uncomfortable conversations between U.S.
and Turkish offìcials, potentially casting a

shadow on other bilateral issues.

However, the third and most contentious
challenge will be Syria. U.S. and Turkish
goals in Syria are out of sync. Turkey priori-
tizes the defeat ofthe Bashar al-Assad
regime in Damascus and the containment,
if not reversal, of Syrian Kurdish gains
made by the Democratic Union Party (PYD).
The latter has emerged as tJre single-most
effective fighting force against the Islamic
State (IS). By contrast, the United States is
fixated first and foremost on the elimina-
tion of IS. The Assad regime has become a
secondary issue.

It is over the PYD that the Turks and
Americans are likely to have their greatest
disagreements. The PYD has established a
close relationship with the United States
and as a result has succeeded in pushing IS
back from some locations it captured in the
summer of 2014.In the absence of any
other forces on the ground, the U.S.-PYD
relationship has deepened. This has
alarmed the Turks, who see the PYD as
nothing but an extension ofthe PKK.

Tn June of this year, the United States
Ifinally managed to get permission from
Ankara to access to four airbases in southern
Turkey for anti-IS operations; Turkish
acquiescence came only because Turks were
alarmed at the deepening U.S.-PYD rela-
tionship, which they worried was a back
door to a U.S.-PKK collaboration. This is not
an unreasonable fear, despite the fact that
the United States considers the PKK a terro-
rist organization, given that many of the
PYD cadres fìghting in Syria are in fact
Turkish PKK members. Moreover, the Turks
also worry that Syrian Kurds, thanks to their
cooperation with the United States, will end
up with their own autonomous region in

Syria once Assad is gone. This would provide
Turkish Kurds with another model after
their brethren in northern lraq, who have
already established their own semi-recogni-
zed government, the Kurdistan Regional
Government.

The bases are critical to U.S. plans for the
re-conquest of IS's capital Raqqa with the
help of the PYD and a number of smaller
local militias. Washington's decision to
introduce fifty Special Forces troops into
Syria this past week could not have hap-
pened without access to those bases, which
are now undoubtedly home to U.S. search
and rescue teams. Moreover, the United
States also plans to bring in A-10 ground
attack fighter aircraft that can lay down
devastating cover fire in close combat situ-
ations.

f 
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nll a reiuvenated AKP government and
VV ¡r¿os* interfere witÉ U.S. plans by

trying to spoil PYD ambitions?Will a rejuve-
nated AKP government and Erdogan inter-
fere with U.S. plans by trying to spoil PYD
ambitions? last week t]re Turkish govern-
ment claimed that its planes had bombed
PYD positions in Sy'ia. This has not been
confirmed on the gtound and in all likeli-
hood was iust a pre-election boast.
Nevertheless, even its mere suggestion
constitutes a maior precedent for future
similar actions.

To date, though nominally a member of the
anti-IS coalition, Ankara has not made that
organization a priority, despite a string of
devastating bombings attributed to IS that
mainly targeted Turkish Kurds. Ankara and
IS have been careful not to provoke each
other; IS has a significant infrastructure
within Turkey that it does not want to risk,
and the Turks have seen the power of IS to
kill and create havoc.

It is easy to see how an emboldened
Erdogan may want to extract new conces-
sions from Washington; on the other hand,
this is also an opportunity for the Turks to
come in from the cold and begin to shape a

new a grand bargain over both Syria and
Iraq. We will soon find out. I

Henri J. Barkey is the director ofthe
Middle East Program at the Woodrow

Wilson Center.
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Ahrnad Chalabi, who urged lraqwar, dies
BYSEWELLCHAN

Ahmad Chalabi, tlte lraqi politician who
from exile helped persuade the United
States to invade lraq in 2003, and then
unsuccessfully tried to attain power as
his country was nearly torn apart by
sectarian violence, died at his home in

OBITUARY

Baghdad on Ttresday. He was 71.

The cause was heart failure, Iraqi offi-
cials said.

Mr. Chalabi is the Iraqi perhaps most
associated witlt President George W.
Bush's decisionto invade Iraq and topple
its longtime dictator, Saddam Hussein. A
mathematician with a doctorate from
the University of Chicago, Mr. Chalabi,

the son of aprominent Shüte family, cul-
tivated close ties with journalists in
Washington and London ; American law-
makers; the neoconservative advisers
who heþd shape Mr. Bush's foreign
policy; and a wide network of lraqi ex-
iles, many of whom were paid for intelli-
gencé about Hussein's government.

Mr. Chalabi's relationship with the'Americans 
stretched over decades. In

1998, he helped persuade Congress to
pass the lraq Liberation Act, which was
signed by President Bill Clinton, ànd de-
clare it the policy ofthe United States to
rephcê Huìsein's government with a
democratic one.

His group, the lraqi National Congress,
would get more than $100 million from
the C.I.A. and other agencies between its
founding in 1992 and the start of the war.

He cultivated friendships with a circle of
hawkish Republicans: Dick Cheney,
Douglas J. Feith, William J. Luti, Richard
N. Perle and Paul D.Wolfowitz, whowere
central in the United States' march to
war, Mr. Cheney as vice president and
the others as top Pèntagon officials.

Mr. Chalabi's contention, broadly
shared by United States intelligence
agencies, was that Hussein possessed
weapons of mass destruction, Hussein
had used chemical weaponsagainst the
Kurds and slaughtered Shütes and oth-
er lraqis, and he had refused to tullyco-
operate with United Nations weapons
inspectors.
. But most of the case for war was

predicated on flawed intelligence, in-
cluding the testimony of several defec-

tors whose accounts ultimately could
not be subståntiated-

A report by tlte Senate Intellþence
Committee in 2006 concludedthat "false
inforsration" from sources afñliated
with Mr. ChalabiS Iraqi National Con-
gress 'las used to support key Intelli-
gence Community a.$sessmmts on Iraq'and was widety distributed in intelli-
çnce pröducts prior to the war." It found
that the group "aútempted to iDfluence
United States policyon lraqbyproviding
false information through defectors di-

rected at convincing the United States
that lraqpossessedweapons of mass de-
struction and had links toterrorists."

Probably the most notorious defector
was Raûd At¡med Alwan al-Janabi,
code-named Curveball the brother of a
Chalabi aide, whose false accor¡rt of mo-
bile bioweapons'laboratories was cited
by Secretary of State Colin L. Powell at
the United Nations. The Senate report
said there was "insufficient basiS" to
determine whether Curveball provided
his information at t¡e behest ofthe Iraqi
National Congress. .

Other defectors whose accounts Mr.
Chalabi's group promoted included Sa-
batr Khalifa Khodada Alami and Abu
Zeinab al-Qurairy, who claimed that Is-
lamist terrorists had trained inthe mid-
1990s at a camp in Iraq calted Salman
Pak; Khidir Hamza, who said that Hus-
sein had tried to build a nuclear weapon
in the early 1990s; and Adnan lhsan
Saeed al-Haideri, who told The New
YorkTimes thathe hadvisited at least 20
secret weapons facilities in lraq.

The Times said in a 20& editors' note
that "accounts of Iraqi defectofs were
not always weighed against their strong
desire to have Saddam Hussein oustedl'
and that "we, along with thd adminis
tration, were tahen in."

As it became clear that lraq did not
have an active chemical, biological or
nuclear weapons prograrrl, and as the
ocrupying American forces did not re-
ceive the welcome tlrat the Iraqi opposi-
tion had predicted, the Bush adminis.
tration distanced itself from him-

Spurned by the Americans, Mr.
Chalabi allied himself with Moktada al-
Sadr, the radical Shüte leader and ally of
Iran whose Mahdi Army led two bloody
uprisings and who remains a signifrcant
force in lraqi politics.

"Chalabi's life worþ an Iraq liberated
from Saddam Hussein, á modern and
democratic lraq, is spiralingtoward dis-
integration," Dexter Filkins wrote in
The Times Magazine in 2006, after inter-
viewing Mr. Chalabi at his home in Lon-
don, where he was on vacation, "[n-
deed, for many in tåe West, Chalabi has
become the personification of all that
has gone wrong in lraq: the lies, the ar-
rogance, the occupation as disaster."

But as recently as last yea¡, Mr.
Chalabi's name ïvas floated as a candi-
date for prime minister. and at the time
of his death he was the head of the fr-
nance committee in ParliamenL

On Ttresday, Iraqi leaders issued
statements that emphasized Mr.
Chalabi's role in deposing Hussein, who
was captwed by American forces in
2003 and executed by the Iraqis in 2006:

Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi said
in a statement, "He dedicated his life to
opposing t¡e dictatorial regime, and he
played a great role in building a demo.
cratic process in Iraq."

Ahmad Abdr¡l Hadi Chalabiwas born

in Baghdad on Oct 30, 19,14. His family
was part of a tiny, secular Shüte elite
that had prospered under the Ottoman
Tl¡rks and then, after World War I, the
Hashernite monarchy installed by the
British.

Mr. Chalabi attended an elite Jesuit
higlt school, Bagüdad College, where his
sdpolmates included fellow Shütes like
Ayad Allawi, who would later become a
relative by marriage and serve as an
acting prime minister, and Adel Abdul
Mahdr, who would later become a ñ-
nance ministeç a vice president and,
now,the oilminister.

In 1958, the same year that army of-
ñcers overth¡ew King Faisal II, the
Chalabi family went into exile. Mr.
chalabi studied math at the Massachu:
setts lnstitute ofTechnolory before re-
ceiving his docto.rate from the Universi-
ty of Chicago in f969. During his time
overseas, the Baåtlt Party ståged a
coup, in 1968, and by 1979 Hussein had
managed to consolidate power,

The disaptrous lran-Iraq ltrar of 1980-
88, Hussein's invasion of Kuwait in 1990
and tlre Anerican-led war that pushed
his forces out of Kuwait in 1991 galva-
nized lraqi exiles. In 1992, ùIr. C'halabi
and otlrer exiles founded the Iraqi Na-
tional Congress in London, an umbrelLa
coalition for groups seeking to depose
I{ussein By now' Mr. Chalabi was in
regular contact with the Anrericans,
though his actions were often unwel-
come. [n 1995, while receiving pay from
the C.I-A- in the Kurdish city of Erbil,
Iraq, Mr. Chalabi began an unauthor-
ized - and r¡nsuccessful - attack on
Hussein'sforces.

The fiasco led to nothing more than a
decision by Tirkey to send troops into
northern lraq. The next year, Mr.
Chalabi interfered with a C.Iá. plot to
topple Hussein The coup attempt failed
and more tltan 150 opposition fighters
werekilled.
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fermement les rênes de la Turquie
mardi 3 nowmbre2015

) er¡ec¿S Yo desvoix, I'AKP,
le parti présidentiel, r€trour¡e
nne maþrité confortable au sein
de I'Assemblée nationale.
) Iå stratégie du << moi oule chaos >> a
fnalement. sen'i le président Erdogan.
) Il entend reme.tue à I'ord¡e
duþur son proþt de rcforme
constitr¡tionnelle pour transforrrer
le système parlementairc n¡rc
en régime présidçntiel fort.

ISÍAiIBUL
Ðe notre conesponfunt

Est-ce que la T\uquie a gagné, comme
le cla.rne la presse proche du pouvoir, ou
est-ce << lavictoire dc lapeur >, comme le
tiue à la une le quotidien dbpposition
Cwnhuriyet? Après une campagne élec-
torale violente, marquée notamment par
I'attentatle plus meurtrier de I'histoire du
pays et de fortes tehsions dans le Sud-Est
àmaioritélude,le Parti de lajustice et du
développement (AIG) duprésident Recep
Tayyip Erdogan entend reprend¡e ferme-
ment les rênes du pays.

Avec moùs de 4L %lors du scrutin du
7 iuin demier, I'AKP n'avait pas été en me-
sure, pour la première fois en teize ans,
de décrocherunemaJorité de députés àla
Grande Assemblée nationale. Mais le pari
du président Erdogan.de retourner aux
umes plutôt que de s'astreindre à former
une coalition a été gagnant: le parti prési-
dentiel a remporté citte fois plus de 49 %
desvoi¿ soitprès de cinqmillions de plus
qu ilya àpèine cinqmois. Unrésultat qui
Iui perrnet de faire élire 317 députés, bien
au-delà des 276 sièges nécessaires pour
obtenir une majorité parlementaire.

LiAKP a amélioré sonscore dans84 des
85 circonscriptions électorales du pays.
Exception faite du Pa¡ti républicain du
peuple (CHB t¿maliste) qui, s'il nh p3s
perdu de voix, semble incapable de pro-
gresser au-delà de 25 %, toutes les autres
forurations politiques ont perdu des élec-
teurs au profit des islamo-conser\¡a.teurs.
C'est surtout le cas du Parti de läction
nationaliste (MHP, r¡lhanationaliste), qui
a été littéralement siphonné par le parti
du président Erdogan en perdant deux
millions de voix par rapport au scrutin
légistatif'du7 juin.

Le Pa¡ti de la démocratie des peuples
(HDR gauche prolorrdeJ, dont la percée
historique lors du scrutin précédent avec

Erdoganveut

Des sympethisants dc IAKP fêtent la victoirc du parti de
Recep Tayyip Erdogan dans les urnes, à lstanbul.

13 % des voix avait causé la chute de li{KP
dans lesumeq par.rientauioudtuiàpeine
à franchir la barre des l0 % nécessaires
pour êue représenté au Pa¡lemenl

Si le HDP reste le principal parti dans le
Sud-Est àmajodté krde, leparti islamo-
conservateur y a néanmoins renforcé ses
positiong récupérant une partie de l'élec-
torat kurde conservateur etune partie de
la petite classe moyenne inquiète de l'ins-
tabilité causée parla résr¡glence du conflit
,e¡ûe rebelles du Pl(K et forces de l'ordre.

Dans un pays marqué par la violence et
après une campagne où le pouvoir nä
pas hésité à s'en prendre di¡ectement à
ses adversaires, la statégie du < moi ou
le chaos > aura finalement servi au chef
de l'État.

Fort d'une maiorité parlementaire ren-
forcée, I'AKP est maintenant assuré de
powoir gouvemer seul durant quate ans.
Lors de son discours devictoire,leprerrier
ministre Ahmet Davutoglu a invité les
partis siégeant àl'r\ssemblée à< adopær
pour ln Turquie une nouuelle Constitu-
tion >. Car la victoire de I'AKP remet à
lbrdre du jour la réforme obsédant Recep
Tiayyip Erdogan, dont lbbjectif est de tans-
former le système parlementaire hrrc en
régime présidentiel fort.

Malgré sa victoire écrasante, I'AKP n'a
cependant pas atteint la ba¡¡e des 330 dé-

putés nécessaires pour convoquer un ré-
férendun permettant de ûaire adopter par
l'électorat toute modification constitution-
nelle. Et il est encore bien loin des 367 dé-
putes requis poru adopter ces changemenß
par I'Assemblée sans passer par la case
référendaire.

Le parti présidentiel
a remporté plus
de 49 o/o des vo¡x,
soit près de cinq millions
de plus qu'en juin.

Désormais seul en selle mais corseté par
les compétences essentiellement qnnbo-
liques d'une þrésidence dont il aura du
mal à se libérer par voie législative, com-
ment Recep Tayyip Erdogan va-t-il exploi-
ter le tiomphe de sa fonnation politique ?

Déjà" dèpuis quetques semaines, des mé-
dias d'opposition ont été placés sous la
tutêlle de l'État, des bu¡earx du parti pro-
lu¡de HDP brûlés, des militants arrêtés
dans le cadre dbp étalions < antitenorßtes > -

Avec les résr¡ltats du scrutin de dimanchg
titrait hier un éditoriql du quotidien ltúr-
riet, < le géníe est sorti dÊ labouteill¿ r.

ALE(ANDRE BILI.ETTE

Rwue de Pr esse-Press Revieu)-Berheuoka Çapê-Riaista Stampa-Dentro de Ia Prensa-Bøsin Ozeti
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Deux soldats turcs tués mercredi lors d'affrontements
avec les rebelles kurdes (armée)

Ankara,4 novembrrc 2015 (AFP)

DEUX SOLDATS TURCS ont été tués mercredi lorc d'affrontements avec
les rebelles dü Parti des trava¡lleuÌs du Kurdistan (PKK) dans le sud-est à
majorité kurde de la Turquie, a annoncé le commandement m¡litaire sur
son site ¡nternet
Les deux milita¡res sont morts lors de combats dans la région de Yüksekova,
aux confins des frontièæs ¡rak¡enne et ¡ranienne, a ajouté l'état-major.

Ces décès sont les prem¡ers enregistrés depu¡s le triomphe aux élections légis-
latives de d¡manche du parti du président islamoconservateur Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, qui a répeté mercred¡ sa volonté de lutter jusqu'au bout contre le PKK.

"ll n'y aura pas de pause (...) les opérations continueront de manière détem¡-
née contre I'organ¡sat¡on tenoriste à l'intérieur et à I'extérieur de la Turquie", a
soul¡gné M. Erdogan.

L'av¡at¡on turque a pilonné lundi et mardi les positions du PKK dans le sud-est à

majorité kurde de la Turquie et dans le nord de I'lrak.

Quatre rebelles kurdes ont été tués par les forces de sécurité turques cette
semaine dans le sud-est de la Turquie.

La police furque a par ailleurs interpellé 22 personnes lors de raids menés
contre la branche jeunesse du PKK à lstanbul et dans la province d'Adana (sud),
a rapporté la presse locale mercredi. a

d Turquie: 3 militants kurdes tués dans des affrontements
avec la police dans le sud-est (officiel)

Diyarbakir (Ti¡quie),3 novembre 2015 (AFP)

TROIS MlLlTAl,¡TS KURDES ont été tués mardi dans le sud4st à majorité
kurde de la Turqu¡e lors d'affrontements avec les forces de I'ordre, deux
jours après le triomphe électoral du parti du président Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, a-t-on appris de sources concordantes.
Deux jeunes militants du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK) sont morts
dans la province d'Hakkari, près de la frontière irakienne, lors d'une opération de
la police pour démanteler des banicades, a-t-on appris auprès des services de
sécurité.

Un autre jeune de 22 ans a été tué dans la ville de Silvan, dont tro¡s quartiers
ont été soumis depuis I'aube à un strict couvre-feu, a indiqué le bureau du gou-
verneur de la prov¡nce de Diyarbak¡r dans une déclaration.

L'étrat-major de I'armée turque a annoncé mardi avoir bombardé la ve¡lle des

pos¡lions du PKK en Turqu¡e et dans le nord de l'lrak.

Ces opérations interviennent alors que le Part¡ de la just¡ce et du développement
(AKP, islamo-conservateur) a largement remporté dimanche les élections légis-
latives avec 49,4% de suffrages et regagné contre tous les pronostics la majo
rité absolue des sièges au Parlement perdue à peine cinq mois plus tôt.

Pendant toute la campagne, le Premier ministre sortant et chef de I'AKP Ahmet
Davutoglu et le président Erdogan ont fa¡t campagne sur une ligne très ferme
contre le PKK.

Les combats meurtriers entre le PKK et les forces de sécurité turques ont repris
f¡n juillet dans le sud-est à majorité kurde de la Turquie, faisant de nombreuses
victimes. lls ont fait voler en édat le fragile processus de paix engagé à I'au-
tomne 2012 pour mettre un terme à ce confl¡t, qui a fait plus de 40.000 morts
depu¡s 1984. a

fÍài%*e 4 novembro 2015

.Turq ulg. Erdogan
rnsurgés kurdes "j

veut liqu¡der les
usqu'au dern¡er"

4 Novembre 20f 5 www.ouest-france.fr

f,rdogan s'est engagé mercredi à poursuivre
l-la lutte contre les insurgés kurdes du PKK
jusqu'à ce qu'ils déposent les armes ou que le
dernier d'entre eux soit liquidé.

Dans son premier discours depuis la vic-
toire du Parti de la justice et du développement
(AKq ¡slamo-conservateur) aux législatives de
dimanche, Recep Tayyip Erdogan a estimé que
le temps de la reprise des négoc¡at¡ons avec les
séparatistes kurdes n'était pas venu: < ll n'y
aura pas de pause (...) les opérations continue-
ront de manière déterminée contre I'organisa-
tion terroriste à l'intérieur et à I'extérieur de la
Turquie >, a déclaré Erdogan lors d'un discours
devant des élus locaux.

Deux soldats turcs ont été tués mercredi
lors d'affrontements avec les rebelles du Parti
des havailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK) dans le
sud-est à majorité kurde de la Turquie, a
annoncé le commandement militaire sur son
site internet.

LES KURDES EN LIGNE DE MIRE

L'offensive militaire contre le Parti des tra-
vailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK) lancée en juillet
après I'effondrement du cessez-le-þu décrété
par les insurgés deux ans plus tôt n'a pas
connu de relåche depuis les élect¡ons.

L'aviation turque a ainsi bombardé mardi l6
objectifs liés au Parti des travailleurs du
Kurdistan (PKK) dans le nord de I'lrak pour la
deuxième journée consécutive, a annoncé le
commandement militaire général sur son site
internet. Dans le sud-est de la Turquie à majo-
rité kurde, les affrontements ont par ailleurs fait
un nouveau mort mercredi, a-t-on appris auprès
des services de sécurité.

Un jeune homme de 20 ans a été abattu à
Silvan, où¡ les autorités ont prolongé de 24
heures le couvre-feu ¡nstauré mardi dans trois
secteurs de la ville. Les affrontements entre les
forces de sécurité et la branche regroupant les
jeunes du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan

(PKK) se sont poursuivis toute la journée.
Mardi, un homme avait été tué à Silvan et deux
à Yuksekova, à 450 km å I'est.

Un changement de la Constitution en
objec{if

Le président islamo-conservateur turc
Recep Tayyip Erdogan a relancé mercredi son
projet très controversé de réforme de la
Constitution destiné notamment à renforcer ses
pouvoirs: << L'un des plus importants messages
des élections du 1er novembre.est de régler la
question d'une nouvelle Constitution >, a
déclaré M. Erdogan lors d'un discours dans son
palais devant un parterre d'élus locaux. ¡

Erdogøn s'est engagé

à poursuiore lø lutte
contte les insurges kur-
des du PKK iusqu'à ce

qu'ils iléposent les

øflnes ou que le demier
d'entre eur( soit liquidé,
I AFP

'2

I
)

_l

rÉ.

20



Reaue de P r e sse-P r ess Retsirw -B erheaoka Çap ê- Riaistø Stampa-Dentro de Ia Prensa-Basin Ozeti

ITT[IflfrTìI 5 novembre ã)15

Après les élections, le confl¡t kurde
reprend de plus belle en Turqu¡e

Istanbul, 5 nov 2015 (AFP)
www.leparisien.ft

¡ e conflit kurde a repris de plus belle jeudi
Lraprès I'annonce par les rebelles kurdes de
la fìn de la "suspension unilatérale" de leurs
opérations contre les forces de sécurité
turques, quatre jours après le triomphe électo-
ral du président Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

Après une série de bombardements turcs,
le Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK) a

fait savoir qu'il avait mis fin à "la période de
suspension unilatérale" qu'il avait instaurée
trois semaines avant le scrutin législatif.

"Après les élections, I'AKP (Parti de la jus-
tice et du développement, islamo-conserva-
teur) a démontré qu'il serait un gouvernement
de guerre", a justifié le PKK dans une déclara-
tion citée par I'agence de presse kurde Firat
News.

Aussi, le PKK a appelé "le peuple kurde,
tous les peuples et les forces démocratiques
de Turquie à intensifier le combat".

Lors du scrutin de dimanche, I'AKP a rega-
gné le contrôle exclusif du Parlemen! qu'il
avait perdu en juin, en totalisant 49,4o/o des
suffrages et 317 sièges de députés, sur 550.

Fort de ce triomphe électoral, M. Erdogan,
a réaffirmé mercredi son intransigeance
envers le PKK. "Nous continuerons notre com-
bat jusqu'à ce que I'organisation terroriste
enterre ses armes, que ses membres se ren-
dent et quittent le sol turc", a-t-il déclaré.

Depuis dimanche, I'aviation d'Ankara a

mené plusieurs séries de frappes contre des
objectifs du PKK aussi bien dans le sud-est à

majorité kurde de la Turquie que dans leur
bastion des montagnes du nord de I'lrak
Errente-et-un membres du PKK ont été tués
I par les frappes de I'armée turque dans le

seul district de Yüksekova, aux confins des

frontières irakienne et iranienne, a annoncé
jeudi l'état-major turc sur son site Internel

Des affrontements violents ont également
opposé ces derniers jours les rebelles aux
forces de sécurité turques dans plusieurs
villes du sud-est de la Turquie.

Un policier a été tué et deux soldats ont été
blessés jeudi à Silvan, dans la province de
Diyarbakir, ont rapporté des sources de sécu-
rité à I'AFP. Au moins deux soldats et quatre
militants kurdes avaient déjà été tués cette
semaine dans la région.

- SPIRALE DE LA VIOLENCE -

Le 10 octobre dernier, le PKK avait
annoncé le début d'une "période d'inactivité"
pendant la campagne pour les législatives,

sauf en cas de "légitime
défense", afin de "ne pas
empêcher une élection équi-
table" le 1er novembre.

Les affrontements ont
toutefois continué, malgré
cette décision.

Après plus de deux ans de cessez-le-feu,
les hostilités ont repris fin juillet faisant voler
en éclat le fragile processus de paix engagé à

I'automne 2012 pour tenter de mettre un
terme à un conflit qui a fait plus de 40.000
morts depuis 1.984.

¡ près un attentat qui a tué 34 ieunes mili-
fltants de la cause kurde le 20 juillet à Suruç

[sud-est), attribué aux jihadistes du groupe
Etat islamique (EI), le PKK avait relancé sa

campagne d'attentats contre les policiers et les
soldats turcs, accusant les autorités d'Ankara
de plus assurer délibérément la protection de

la population kurde.
L'armée turque a en représailles repris ses

bombardements contre les rebelles.

Ce nouveau cycle de violences a fait de
nombreuses victimes. M. Erdogan a affirmé
mercredi que le PKK avait tué 248 policiers,
militaires et civils depuis l'été et que plus de

2.000 membres du PKK avaient été "neutrali-
sés".

Les rebelles, qui démentent avoir subi de
telles pertes, assurent en retour que de nom-
breux civils ont été victimes de I'armée et de la
police.

"Nous avons toujours dit que nous étions
prêts à respecter à un cessez-le-feu bilatéral.
Mais il n'est pas possible de maintenir une
période d'inactivité face aux activités actuelles
du gouvernement de I'AKP", a souligné dans
son communiqué jeudi le mouvement consi-
déré comme une organisation terroriste en
Turquie et la plupart des pays occidentaux. I

5 novembre 2015

Kurdes, régime présidentiel : discours
de fermeté d'Erdogan en Turqu¡e

5 nov.20I5 - http://www.rfi.fr

¡ ors d'un discours dans son palais,
Ldevant un parterre d'élus locaux, le prési-
dent islamo-conservateur turc Recep
Tayyip Erdogan a réaffiché sa fermeté à
l'égard des rebelles kurdes du PKK, le Parti
des travailleurs du Kurdistan. ll a égale
ment relancé mercredi 4 novembre son
projet très controversé de réforme de la
Constitution, destinée notamment à renfor-
cer les pouvoirs présidentiels.

pour renouveler le Parlement auraient
avant tout voulu lui adresser le message
selon lequel le pays a besoin d'une nou-
velle Constitution - sous-entendu qui
instaurerait un régime présidentiel - et
même si I'AKP ne dispose pas de la
majorité qualifiée permettant d'adopter
cette réforme.

Recep Tayyip Erdogan a décidément une

vision très personnelle du pouvoir et des
affaires publiques puisque, selon lui, les
49,4'/o des 54 millions d'électeurs qui voté

La réforme de la Constitution devrait per-

mettre de transférer l'essentiel du pouvoir
exécutif du Premier ministre au chef de
I'Etat. Pour êlre votée, une réforme consti-
tutionnelle doit être approuvée par les c)
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+ deux tiers des députés. Le porteparole
présidentiel lbrahim Kalin a suggéré mer-
credi 4 novembre devant la presse que si la
majorité des deux tiers n'était pas obtenue,
la question pourrait être tranchée par un
référendum.

Dans son discours, le président turc mena-
cent ( ceux qui s'opposeraient à la volonté
du peuple en paieront le prix dans quatre
ans )), sans que I'on comprenne nettement
s'il parlait des prochaines législatives ou
de la prochaine présidentielle, qui se tien-
dront toutes deux en 20]9. Mais le ton est
donné, le président est pressé, explique
notre correspondant à lstanbul, Jérôme
Bastion. Recep Tayyip Erdogan appelle
toutes les parties à partic¡per à la rédaction

de cette nouvelle Constitution, même si
I'opposition a promis de lui faire barrage, et
ne compte pas transiger. Un sondage
révèle pourtant que 577o des Turcs sont
également opposés à I'idée de cette prési-
dence forte, qui soulève pas mal d'inquié
tudes en raison de la dérive autoritaire.

LUTTE CONTRE LA RÉBELLION KURDE

Autre sujet qui, en revanche, suscite moins
d'atermoiements dans l'opinion publique,
c'est celui de la lutte contre la rébellion
kurde. Le président turc s'est engagé à
poursuivre la lutte contre les insurgés kur-
des jusqu'à ce qu'ils déposent les armes ou
que le dernier d'entre eux soit < liquidé >. <
ll n'y aura pas de pause, a-t-il prévenu, et

les opérations continueront de manière
déterminée à I'intérieur et à l'extérieur de la
Turquie. > Mardi, I'aviation turque avait
bombardé seize objectifs liés au PKK dans
le nord de l'lrak et dans le sud-est de la
Turquiq région à majorité kurde.

Pour Emre Demir, rédacteur en chef du
journal turc d'opposition Zaman, ce dur-
cissement de I'att¡tude présidentielle à l'ê
gard des Kurdes n'est pas surprenant.
Selon lui, il peut témoigner de divisions au
sein de l'équipe au pouvoir, voire même
constituer une manæuvre visant à ren-
forcer la position du gouvernement dans
les négociations avec le PKK. a

11 novembre 2015

Turquie: au moins cinq policiers et un
civil tués dans des combats avec le PKK

PaTAFP - 11nov.2015
www.lexpress.ft

¡liyarbakir (Turquie) - Au moins cinq
Lf membres des forces de sécurité et un civil
ont été tués dans le sud-est à majorité kurde
de la Turquie lors d'affrontements avec les
rebelles du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan
(PKK), notamment à Silvan sous couwe-feu.

Un soldat et un policier sont morts mer-
credi dans cette ville de 90.000 habitants, où
I'armée et les unités spéciales de la police ten-
tent depuis plus d'une semaine de reprendre
le contrôle de quartiers occupés par des
jeunes proches du PKK a-t-on appris auprès
de l'état-major et des autorités locales.

Au moins quatre autres soldats et un poli-
cier ont été blessés, selon les mêmes sources.

Cinq rebelles kurdes ont également été
"neutralisés" à Silvan, selon un communiqué
du bureau du gouverneur local.

Il a jugé "infondées" et "fausses" des infor-
mations de presse affirmant que les forces de
sécurité bombardent des zones habitées par
des civils et "larguent des explosifs depuis des
hélicoptères". Les opérations de "lutte contre
le terrorisme vont se poursuivre avec résolu-
tion", a-t-il ajouté.

Une députée du Parti démocratique des
peuples (HDP, prokurde), s'est inquiétée mer-
credi du sort réservé à la population des trois
quartiers sous couwe-feu. "lls risquent d'être
les victimes d'un gigantesque massacre. Les
gens craignent pour leur vie. Cette opération
doit être immédiatement interrompue", a exi-
gée Feleknas Uca, interrogée par I'agence de
presse Dogan.

Sur les réseaux sociaux turcs, le mot-dièse
"#un massacre est en cours à Silvan" est

devenu I'un des plus diffusés.

. CONVOI ATTAQUÉ.

Les rebelles kurdes ont annoncé la
semaine dernière la fin de la suspension de
leurs opérations militaires décrétée avant les
législatives du 1er novembre, remportées
haut la main par le parti du président islamo-
conservateur Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

Depuis ce scrutin, I'aviation turque a pro-
cédé à plusieurs frappes aériennes contre des
cibles du PKK aussi bien sur le territoire turc
que dans leurs bastions du nord de I'lrak, et
les accrochages se sont multipliés dans de
nombreuses villes du sud-est

Mercredi matin, un véhicule piégé a
explosé au passage d'un blindé de la police
dans la province de Mardin (sud-est), tuant un
employé municipal et blessant un membre des
forces de I'ordre, selon I'agence Dogan.

Trois policiers ont par ailleurs été tués
mardi soir dans un district de la ville de Silopi,
près des frontières avec la Syrie et I'lrah
lorsque leur camion a été pris pour cible par

des tirs de lance-roquettes et de fusils automa-
tiques, ont précisé sous couvert de I'anonymat
à I'AFP des responsables locaux des services
de sécurité.

Un quatrième policier a été grièvement
blessé, ont ajouté les mêmes sources.

Après plus de deux ans de cessez-le-feu,
les combats ont repris fin juillet entre les
rebelles kurdes et les forces de sécurité
turques, faisant voler en éclats le fragile pro-
cessus de paix engagé à I'automne 2012 pour
mettre un terme à ce confli! qui a fait plus de
40.000 morts depuis 1984.

M. Erdogan a promis de poursuiwe la lutte
"jusqu'à ce que I'organisation terroriste
enterre ses armes, et que ses membres se ren-
dent et quittent le sol turc".

Signe de sa résolution, le chef de I'Etat,
accompagné de son Premier ministre Ahmet
Davutoglu, a assisté mercredi à Ankara à une
cérémonie religieuse en I'honneur d'un soldat
tué lundi dans la province de Hakkari (sud-
estJ. r

lln aéhicule ile l'ørmée
dans les rues désertes
de Silaøn, aílle du
suil-est de lø Turquie,
le 70 noaembre, øprès
plus d'une semøine de
coutne-feu et de com-
bøts entrc l'armée turc
et les combøttønts
kurdes,
ILYAS AKENGIN I AFP
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FRt,6 NOVEMBER 2015 | KRG Cabinet

çrbil, Kurdistan Region, lraq (cabinet.gov.krd) - Prime Minister
ENechirvan Barzani alongwith Turkish Foreign Minister Feridun Hadi
Sinirliof,lu attended a panel at the the Middle East Research lnstitute,
MERI, Forum which was held in Erbil between 3 and 5 November.

First, Prime M¡nister Barzani expressed condolences on the death
of Dr. Ahmad Chalabi, a prominent lraqi politician, saying his passing is
a major loss for all. lraqis.

He expressed his appreciation to MERI and thanked the Turkish
Foreign M¡nister for his attendance.

He then noted a strategy by the Kurdistan Region towards beco-
ming a focus of stability ¡n the Middle East that builds strong political
and economic relations w¡th its neighbours.

Prime M¡nister Barzani said the Kurdistan Region values its rela-
tionship with Turkey as an important neighbouring country that played
a vital role in implementing the 1991-2003 no-fly zone. He specifically
pointed out the role of the Late Turk¡sh President Turgut Özal in sup-
porting the no-fly zone, established by the Usled allied countries, pro-
tecting the Kurdistan Region from the regime of Saddam Hussein. He
also remarked on how Turkey helped the Reg¡on's people who sought
refuge during lraq's chemical attacks in August 1988.

He noted that since the Justice and Development Party AKP assu-
med power, a strategic relationship has developed that benefits lraq in
general and the Kurdistan Region in particular.

Regarding the current situation in lraq, Prime M¡nister Barzani said
that the Kurdistan Region has been waiting for twelve years to see the
lraqi Federal Constitution implemented, and that ¡t cannot wa¡t further.
lJ e stressed that without substant¡al, ser¡ous progress on the imple-
I lmentation of the Federal Constitution, an alternative approach to
the future of lraq will become necessary. He re¡terated that no matter
what option Kurdistan Region chooses in the future, Baghdad will
remain a main partner.

'Whatever decision the Kurdistan Region will make, including inde-
pendence which is its legitimate righ! it will have strategic relationsh¡p
with Baghdad. Th¡s is a fact and the framework of the Reg¡on's pol¡cy,"
he added.

Prime Mln¡ster Barzani said that the current pr¡ority is to protect
the Region from the lslamic State terrorist organ¡sation, l5lS, along a
one thousand kilometre frontline. He said that since the start of the
war, the Region has made major sacrifices, including 1,300 martyrs and
7,000 injured. He expressed his appreciation to all countries that have
been support¡ng the Region, including Turkey, lran, European
Countries, and at the top, the United States; their substant¡al and conti-
nuing ass¡stance, he said, have been vital to effect¡vely confronting lSlS.

Since the people of Kurdistan suffered from decades of oppression
and war, Prime Minister Barzani said that after the overthrow of the
regime of Saddam Hussein in 2003, the Kurdistan Region focused on
reconstruction, institutionalisation and development of a solid eco-
nomy.

"lt has been a time for rebuilding government organisat¡ons and
pursuing major infrastructure developmenl We never thought we
would face a barbaric terrorist group such as lSlS. We assumed it was
the lraqi armys duty to secure borders outside the Kurdistan Region,"
he said

He pointed out that the Kurdistan Region goes through a transitio-
nal period that calls for patience. He said, establishing democracy, pur-
suing state building, and promoting the rule of law cannot be simply
imported into our Region and adopted, it is a process that takes much
time to be genuinely realised.
lìegarding internal issues, Prlme Minister Barzan¡ said the e¡ghth
Kcão¡netïas formed as a broad-based government, includin! all
major polit¡cal parties, to resolve issues by consensus. He stated that
somet¡mes, when an unexpected s¡tuat¡on emerges, "¡t happens that
the only options are bad or worse. We selected the bad not worse,
although the worse opt¡on was available. The recent unrest and com-
plexities, however, do not mean that political parties cannot meet and
involve themselves in direct negotiations. All issues must be resolved
through dialogue and negotiation".

Prime Minister Barzani stressed that stab¡lity is always a top choice.

November 6,m15

He said efforts have been doubled to protect peace and stab¡lity while
facing formidable challenges, like fighting lSlS and accommodat¡ng
around two million refuge seekers in the midst of severe financial
constra¡nts.

Regarding an expected visit of a Kurdistan Regional Government,
KRG, delegation to Baghdad and holding a new round of negotiations,
Prime M¡nister Barzan¡ sa¡d this does not mean that KRG oil policy has
not been successful.

He said, the fall in oil price has caused many difficulties for both
Baghdad and Erbil, but that does not mean that the Region's oil
lndustry and economic policy has not been adequately planned and
effectively implemented; rather, ¡t has been built very competently. He
stated that Baghdad knows the Kurdistan Region has opt¡ons, but the
priority remains that both sides work together to reach agreement on
issues, otherwise a new approach has to be found.
n¡rime Min¡ster Barzani said, "lt is normal for Baghdad to know
l/ Kurdistan's oil data, including the price of oil and thé mechanism of
marketing, in a very transparent way. But the Region will never allow
control of Kurdistan's oil industry by Baghdad."

He further explained that after an agreement was reached over oil
and budget at the end of 201 4 the KRG was patient when Baghdad sent
less than what was expected during the f¡rst two months of 201 5. But
¡n the third month when the Region's o¡l exports increased, Baghdad
continued sending less than agreed, it even subtracted further $50 mil-
l¡on without consulting the Region. With bad faith that resulting in dis-
trust, Prime Minister Barzani said the KRG finds it increasingly difficult
to cont¡nue this s¡tuat¡on with Baghdad.

He expressed his appreciation to the Turkish Government that ope-
ned the economic gate and oil export route. He also hoped that the
KRG will reach agreement with Baghdad that would benefit both the
Region and country as a whole.

Responding to a question about the situation in Turkey, part¡cularly
about the fight between this country and Kurdistan Workers Party, PKK,
Prime Minister Barzani said, "lt is a Turkish Internal issue that must be
addressed inside Turkey."
,^omparing the Kurdish situation in Turkey before and after AKP assu-
l-med power, he said there had been several achievements for the
Kurdish people, particularly the peace process and reducing confllct.
He expressed his hope that the current difficult situation would be
reconsidered by all sides, and the peace process resumed with pro-
blems being resolved through dialogue and negotiations.

Responding to another question about the political situat¡on ¡n the
Region, Prime M¡nister Barzan¡ sa¡d that the KRG eighth cabinet was
founded on consensus and agreement and based on mutual trust and
understanding that over four years the business of government would
be conducted in a peaceful manner. Butthe agreementwas broken, a
new framework must be defined, and the political coalitlon revised as
necessary. He expressed his hope that all issues would be resolved
through negot¡ations and mutual understanding, re¡terating that the
political measures taken recently meant to stop development of the
unrest.

Regarding Syria, Prime M¡nister Barzan¡ said the s¡tuation must be
resolved by a political solution that will be acceptable to all Syrian sides,
and that the solution must bring an end to the suffering of all the sec-
tions of Syrian people. o

Kurdistan Regional Government

P
reg

rime M¡nister Barzan¡ talks on
ional s¡tuation at MERI Forum
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Turkeys troubling ISIS game

Roger
Gohen

SANLIURFA, TURKEY Above a restau-
rant specializing in sheep's head soup,
with steaming tureens of broth in the
windoq two young Syrian journalists
took up residence in this ancient town
in southeastern T[rkey. They had fled
Raqq4 the stronghotd in Syria of the Is-
lamic State, or ISIS, and devoted their
time to denouncing qhe crimes of the
barbarous jihadi group. Today, their
second-floor apartment is acrime
scene, with a red police seal on the door.

On Oct.30, the Islamic Statebeheaded
Ibrahim Abdel Qader, age 22, and slit tlte
ttroat of 20-year-old Fares Hammadi.
They later posted avideo of tleir handi-
work, saying enemies "will never be
safe from the blade of tåe Islamic State."
The killers have not been found; a new
unease inhabits this bustlingtown about
30 miles from the Syrian border. "It was
shocking to have afirst beheading in
Tbrkey," Omer Yilmaz, the owner of the
restaurant, told me. "\ r'e arq used to
bullets, butthat, no. To slaughter a hu-
man like an animal is unthinkable."

The untftinkable is becoming con-
ceivable in acombustible Tt¡rkey. SyrÈ
an violence has seeped over the border.
The Islamic State is now entangled in
the ageold cofflict of Tl¡rks and Kurds.
During several days near the Syrian
border, bften in areas with Kúrdish ma-
jorities,I found simmering anger

afnong Kurds and predictions of
worseding bloodshed.

The Ttrrkish president, Recep Tayylp
Erdogan, bolstered by the electoral tri-
umph of his conservative Islamist
Justice and Development Party, or
A.K.P., has shown a troubling penchant
for benþn neglect toward tlte jihadi Is-
lamists - enough for them to establish
a il¡rkish network.

What does Erdogan - in theory a key
American ally leading a NATO state -
see in the knife-wielding jihadis of the
Islamic State? They are useñrl in con-
fronting lrrkey's nemesis, the Kurds,
who have taken over wide sections of
northern Syria and established self-
government in an areathey cailßojavA.
That in turn has raised the specter of a
border-straddling Kurdistan, the night-
mare of the Tl¡rkish republic.

Hence the unpersuasive T[rkish bal-
ancing act that,sees Erdogan offering
the United States use of Tl¡rkish air
bases to fight the Islamic State even as
Ttrrkey twice strikes the positions in
Syria of Kurdish militias who, as my
colleague Tim Arango put it, are the
"most important allies within Syria of
the American-led coalition fighting the
Islamic State." Hence, also, the
bungling and inaction that produced, on
Oct. l0 in Ankara, the worst terrorist at-
tack in Tl,¡rkish history.

The Ankara suicide bombing fol-
lowed anotier suicide bombing in the
border town of Suruc that killed 33 pro-
Kurdish activists in July.

One of the Ankara suicide bombers
was the older brother of the Suruc sui-
cide bomber. Their father tried without
success to alert the government to the
danger. Almost three months elapsed
between the bombings, both of which
principally targeted Kurds, and Er-
dogan did nothing. After the Ankara at-
tack, his prime minister, Ahmet Davu-

toglu, said the government had a list of
potential suicide bombers but could not
detain tlrem because "as a country with
rulg oflaq you can't arrest them until
theyact." (Noteasyto do afterward
either.) These words were uttered even
as countless Kurdish militants were
rorìnded up in tlre months between the
June and Noveìnber elections,

The impression has been inescapable
that, for the government, having Islam-
ic State militants kill Kurds with impu-
niW was a palatable option with the bo-
nus of creating the climate of instability
that secured the Nov. I electoral victory
for Erdogan.

For Erdogan's A.K.P. government,
the terrorist organization par excel-

lence is the outlawed
.. Kurdistan Workers'

I he JthadlE party, or p.K.K.,
a¡e nolw which has fought an
embnoiled in intermittent insur-
theage-old gencYagainstTür-

conflictof keysincethe 1980s, is

Turla and linked to the Kurdish

-__._i- militias in Syria andt\uro8.
is designated a ter-
rorist group by the

United States. The president, infused
with post-electoral vim, vowed this
week to fight P.K.K. members until they
would la! down their weapons "and
pour concrete over them." The Islamic
State, by comparison, is the object of no
such rutiless language or action.

I found Gultan Kisanak, the mayor of
Diyarbakir, the effective capital of
Kurdish aspirations for autonomy with-
in Ttrrkey, watering roses on the terrace
outside her office. There was not a cloud
in the sky on a mild late-fall day. But her
mood wasgrim. Kisanak is amember of
the Kurdish-dominated Peoples' Demo-
cratic Party, or H.D.P., which took over
70 percent of the vote in Diyarbakir but
saw its national vote share fall to 10.7

percent from 13.1 percent in June as Er-
dogan's fear tactics worked. "ISIS be-
came such a large force thanks to an
open-door policy fronAnkara," she told
me. "Militants come and go. ISIS has
been delegated to fight a proxywar
against Kurdish Rojava, and all kinds of
support has been given to them."

The government dismisses such sug-
gestions. Did Tllrkey not, in extremis
and under great international pressure,
allow arms to reach the Kurdish-held
Syriantown ofKobani and so prevent its
fall to the Islamic State? Are Tl¡rkish air
bases not being used by theAmêrican-
led coalition? Do tlte Kurds not have in
the H.D.P. representation in Parliament,
as well as control of many municipalit-
ies? What do the Kurds want that they
do not already have unless it's ter¡itory
- and thatTlrrkeywill nevergive.

"For us, ISIS and the P.K.K. have the
same aim," Abdurrahman Yetkin, a
prominent businessman and Erdogan

)
I

t-,tr¿

Protesting in the southeastern city rif Dþrbaki,lbrkey, after the Nov. I electlon,

. Many Kurds are predlcting worsenlng bloodshed,
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supporter in Sanliurfa, told me. "Both
organizations are being used by extern-
al powers to destabilize Turkey."

Youhear a lotof such talkfrom t¡e Er-
dogan campthese days - talkthat im-
plausibly conflates Islamist jihadis and
lí¡rdish militants, as in the official char-
acterization of tlte Ankarabombing as a
"cocktail" involving both. It is this sort
of manipulation'of the facts that under-
mines the government's insistence that
it's in the Islamic State fight for real.

Certainly it is targeting the Kurds.
The P.K.K. made abigmistake byan-
swering Suruc with the killing of two
Tlrrkish policemen. Violence could only
serve Erdogan, who embarked on a
fierce bombing campaign on P.KK.
strongholds in northern lraq and has
shown equal ruthlessness witlin T[¡r-
key. Diyarbakir and other majority

Kurdish towns in the southeast have
been under intermittent curfew. At-
tempts to establish autonomy in certain
city districts have been crushed.

Reelingbackwhat he has unleashed
after adozen years in power is goingto
be hard for Erdogan. P. ower and money
seem to have gone to his head. T[rkey
has veered into violence and polariza-
tion. "Erdogan is scared and he deals
with it by making everyone more
scared than he is," Soli Ozel, a universi-
ty lectureç told me.

The TUrkish president needs to get
back to t¡e negotiatingtable withthe
Kurds, get serious aboutcrushing the
Islamic State inThrkey and beyond, en-
sure a tiansparent and credible investi-
gation ofthe brutal killings in Suruc and
Ankara (aswellasthe double murder in
Sanliurfa) and stop his assault on a free

press. President Obama should press
his ally hard on all these fronts.
- Ttrrkey, a heterogeneous nation, cani

not be homogenized under the banner
of Erdogan's Sunni Islamist national-
ism. Intolerance will backfire, as it has
in Syria. "They don't want the Kurds
even to breatïe," Ahmet Tlrrk, the may-
orof the beautifulsoutherntown of
Mardin, told me. "Kurds do notwant vi
olence, but if Erdogan does not stop,
things could get much worse."

In Sanliurfa, as night fell, I met
Ahmed Abdel Qader, the older brother
of the beheaded journalist. He told me,
"The guys who did this killing are now
threatening me." His dark eyes seemed
haunted. Tl¡rkey's tide of violence, c¡m-
ically cultivated, must now be curbed.
It won:t be easy.

Clashes with
Kurdish militants
ldll 18 in southeast
Ttrrkey
November 4, 2Ol5 I By Seyhmus Cakan (Reuters)

DIYARBAKI& Tfrrkey - Eigþteen people were killed in clashes in
Turkey's mainly Kurdish southeast region on Wednesda¡ a day
after the military launched air strikes therrc, and auùrorities
announced a curfew in two provincial dishicts.
The violence came days after a parliamentary election won by the AK Party
of President Tayyip Erdogan, who on Wednesday pledged to continue ope-
rations against the PKK until every last insurgent is "liquidated".
The ofñce ofthe governor of Diyarbakir declared a curfew in zz villages in
two provincial districts, Hani and Lice, saying there would be an operation
against the PKK militants there. The curfew was due to start at S p.m.
(r+ooGMT).

Two soldiers and r5 Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) militants were killed

fighting near the village of Daglica by the Iraqi border, which the military
had targeted with air strikes the day before, the General Staff said on its
website.

Turkish jets also pounded PKK taryets in northern lraq on Tuesday for a
second day, the military also said.

The AK Party won back a parliamentary majority on Sunday in a mqjor vic-
tory for Erdogan. Speaking in Ankara, Erdogan used his first major speech
since the vote to say operations against the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK)
would continue until its miìitants buried their arms.

A two-year ceasefire he had championed with the militants colþsed in
July.
A zo-year-old man was shot dead in the town of Silvan, where autlorities
ordered a round-the-clock curfew in three neigþborhoods for a second suc-
cessive day, security ofiñcials said. Clashes between security forces and the
PKK's urban youth wing continued thmughout the day in Silvan.

On Tiresday, one man was killed in Silvan and two others in Yuksekova.

The autonomy-seeking PKIÇ listed as a terroúst organization byTurkey the
United States and the European Union, took up arms in 1984. More than
4o,ooo people, mainly Kurdish militants, have died in the prolonged
conflict.

Over the years, Erdogan has granted some politicaì and culturaì rights to
Turkey's estimated 15 million Kurds. But the govemment abandoned efforts
for a negotiated settlement to the insurgency this year ahead of a June vote
when tlre AKP lost its parliamentary majority. C

frumr¡¡rr November 5,2015

Kurdish militants end month-long Ttrrkey
ceasefire after Erdoganvows'to liquidate them'

The PKK - designated a terror-
ist grnoup by Tirrkey, the
United States and European
Union - declaredthe ceasefire
on 1() October as amove to
avoid anyviolence that migþt
prevent a "fair andjust elec-
tiontt

ISTANBUI, Nov 5 (Reuters)

Ig://-ryv:h$s-ry-l9:*:e**. .. . . ..... ..

TZurdish militants ended a month-old cea-

-Nsefire in Turkey on Thursday, a day after

President Tayyip Erdogan vowed to "liqui-
date" them, dashing hopes of any let-up in
violence in the wake of a national election.

The KurdistanWorkers Party (PKK) mili-
tant group said the ruling AK Party, which won
back its parliamentary majority in Sunday's
election, was on a war footing.

'The unilateral halt to hostilities has come
to an end with the AKP's war policy and the
latest attacks," it said in a statement carried by
the Firat news agency, which is close to the
militantgroup.

Erdogan, who oversaw a peace process
with the PKK which collapsed in Jul¡ vowed
on Wednesday to continue battling the PKK

until every last fighter was 'liquidated'.
Eighteen people werekilled inclashes with

the military in the mainly Kurdish southeast
on Thursday, bringing this week's death toll to
almost 40. More than 4o,ooo people have
been hlled in the insurgency since it began in
L984.

The PtrQ( - designated a terrorist group by
Turkey, the United States and European
Union - decla¡ed the ceasefire on ro October as

a move to avoid any violence that might pre-
vent a "fair and just election". 'the govemment
dismissed it as an electoral tactic. o
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Interyiew: Peter W Galbraith
MARC-ANDREA FIORINA DISCUSSES
PROBLEMS IN THE MIDDLE EAST
WITH THE FORMER DIPLOMAT
Mørc-Andrea Eiorina
on Monday 9th Nooember 2075
http://www. cherwell.org

I)ETER GALBRAITII, a fonner Politics
.f and Economics student at St
Catherine's College, returned to his alma
mater on 27th October to deliver a talk on
Syria, Iraq and ISIS. Highlights of his
career include helping to uncover
Saddam's Hussein attempted genocide of
the Iraqi Kurds, being the first US
Ambassador to Croatia during the Balkan
Wars and uncovering election fraud as
Deputy UN Special Ambassador to
Afghanistan during the 2009 Afghan presi-
dential elections. Galbraith has also been
one of the most vocal supporters of an
autonomous Iraqi Kurdish state. I caught
up with him after his talk to discuss the
state of the Kurds in Syria and Iraq, the
US-Iran nuclear deal and a potential reso-
lution to the Syrian conflict.

The Syrian Civil War, in which more than
200,000 Syrians have lost their lives, has
been dragging on for more than four years
with no end in sight. This has led a group of
states, headed by Russia, to argue that any
possible solution to this conflict has to
include finding a compromise and main-
taining at the head of Syria its current pres-
ident, Bashar Al-Assad, the autocrat whose
despotic regime sparked the outrage that
led to the beginning of the conflict.

As a man with years of experience in hands-
on negotiations and disputes in the lraqi-
Syrian region, Galbraith provides a refresh-
ingly pragmatic assessment of the current
state of the Syrian conflict. He is obviously
aware of what a fair end to the conflict
would look like. Yet he seems more interest-
ed in actually ending this war, rather than
pursuing some far-fetched ideal resolution
whose lack of plausible application only
delays an actual end to the war, and thus
costs more lives. As he says, any deal that
involves maintaining Assad in power is "an
unjust agreement, but the continuation of
the war is even more unjust".

He continues on to explain that "there's no
justice in Assad remaining... but what's the
alternative? It's fine to say Assad must
go...but he isn't going. So the question is,
how can you achieve peace, or some kind of
settlement that will bring peace, [that] will
preserve the multi-confessional, multi-reli-
gious, multi-ethnic nature of Syria? It's hard
to see how you get there except by having
some arrangement that includes Assad. It's

a

not desirable, but I would argue that it's bet-
ter than the alternative of an indefinite con-
tinuation of the war."

Galbraith's view of an improved Middle
East has at its heart an independent Kurdish
state. He has always had a special interest in
the fate of the Kurdish people, who are a
minority in Syria, Turkey, Iraq and Iran and
have been at the forefront of the fight
against ISIS. He sees in the Syrian conflict an
opportunity for the Kurdish people to
emancipate themselves and redetermine the
arbitrary lines between states drawn by the
French and British after the First World
War.

Qpeaking of the Syrian Kurds, Galbraith
ç/notes that in his trip to that region in
December 2014, he noticed that "they have
gone from being rebels in charge of an area
to having many more attributes of a govern-
ment." It is obvious that Galbraith believes
that the conflict in Syria and Iraq offers the
possibility of stable and peaceful Kurdish
states rising from the region's ashes.

Yet he is more sceptical about the possibili-
ty of a unified Kurdish state, which would
span Syria, Iraq, Turkey and possibly lran.
He explains that at least among the lraqi
Kurds, who currently are the closest to hav-
ing a sovereign Kurdish state, "there is no
desire for it". Because there are more Kurds
in Turkey (11-20 million) and lran (8-10 mil-
lion) than in Iraq (5-7 million,) a unified
Kurdish state would imply having to "share

[the Iraqi Kurds'] resources with a much
larger population" and probably being
"ruled not from Erbil (the capital of Iraqi
Kurdistan) but from Diyarbakir, in South-
East Turkey". For these reasons, Iraqi Kurds
might feel better off on their own.

It is easy to reduce the Kurds to one ethnic
group with homogeneous interests, but it
must be remembered that each Kurdish
minority has its own history of cultural

identity and struggle. This contrast between
Kurdish minorities is best illustrated by the
continued Turkish financial and political
support for a sovereign Iraqi Kurdish state,
while the Turkish state is simultaneously in
an open conflict with the PKK (Kurdistan
Workers' Party) a rebel group that has led
the fight for Turkish Kurdish independence
for the past thirty years.

As such, Galbraith concludes that "there is
not a desire nor a drive for a Greater
Kurdistan" in the Iraqi Kurds, which should
make one reflect, if a Greater Kurdistan is
off the table, on what the future of Kurdish
minorities in Syria and Turkey might look
like if the ethnic tensions that rock the
region subsist or even possibly worsen.

falbraith also discussed the US-Iran
\fnuclear deal, and its impact on the
Middle Eastern region. Galbraith believes
that the deal is "a very good deal from a
Westem perspective," partly because of
"the overwhelming prospect for change"
that Galbraith witnessed in the lranian
population on a recent trip over there. He
observes that "the mullahs [a term used to
characterise Shi'ite clerics] seem to have lost
control of society," in that the Iranian popu-
lation seems ready to move on from the
stringent religious laws imposed by Iranian
religious leaders and embrace more liberal
values; "this deal has strengthened those
who want change."

Generally, Galbraith sees a "common inter-
esf, between the US and Iran on geopolitical
matters, be it the preservation of the Iraqi
government or the defeat of Al-Qaeda and
the Taliban. As such, the deal strengthens
one of the more stable states in the Middle
East, while preventing their possessing
weapons of mass destruction in such a trou-
bled region.

All in all, Galbraith distinguishes himself
from what can be found in academic jour-
nals or everyday newspapers. He puts prag-
matic perspective over armchair-theoretic
daydreaming when it comes to the Middle-
East. He presents the cold, hard facts and
searches for the most effi cient solution over
the morally ideal, or "just" solution.

You might agree or disagree with such a
cynical point of view, but it is important to
keep one's thoughts on the Middle East
grounded in reality. No matter how desir-
able a utopian outcome might be, we have
to start moving forwards from what is hap
pening there right now.

ôoa
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Syrians seek footing
on shaLyground

RMEILAN, SYNIA

Kurdish forces fill void
on Turkish border after
chasing out Islamic State

BYBENHUBBARD

After boiling crude oil from the ground
near here all day in a metal tank to refine
out the diesel, Ali Mohammed braved the
fumes to bang the tank's drain open with
a shovel. He stepped back as the dregs
oozed into tlte dirtandburst into flames.

As acolumnof putrid smoke rose into
the sky, he pulled a cigarette ftom his
oil-soaked shirt and explained how the
Syrian civil war had turned him into a
diesel bootlegger.

He had once'worn clean scrubs as a
nurse in a state-run hospital, but had
been fi¡ed after rebels took over his vil-
lage, making all residents suspect, he
said. Later, stretched by the war, the
government had left the area, leaving
its oil up forgrabs.

'mre, wG gaw the u/ells bot we nev-
er saw thq oil," Mr. Mohammed said.

Now' a¡though its fumes made them
sick, the oil helped hundreds of families
like his scrape by. "My wife doesn't
complain about the smell as long as
there's money," he said,

Such scenes dotted the map during a
recent l0-day,visit in northeasteiñ Syr-
ia, along the Tl¡rkish border. Evefyone
here, it seems, has an angle to work,
scrambling to fill the voidleftbythecol-
lapse of the Syrian state.

The Islamic State, also known as ISIS
or ISIL, saw this crossroads as a prime
place to expand its jihadist caliphate. lt
was far from the major interests of the
Syrian government in Damascus and
along good river and road networks to
allow the guick movement of fighters
and contraband.

But as Kurdish fighters pushed the ji-
hadists out, they sorrght to stamp their
vision of a better life onto nirrthern Syr-
ia: an autonomous enclave built on the
principles - part anarchist, part grass-
roots socialist - of a Kurdish militant
leader whose face now adorns arm
bands and murals across the territory.

Others, like Mr. Mohammed, are just
trying to get by: the farmers, herders

and smugglers, or those just trying to
piece their communities back together

. after months under the black flag and
public punishments of the IslaÍiic State.

The police are gone and militias have
ftourislpti, snarling traffic with ched(-
points and adorninglampposts with pic-
tures of dead fþhters. Shuttered gas sta-
tions standnear shacks where fuel is sold
in plastic jngs. And abandoned govern-
ment offices house ad hoc administra-
tions ttrat stnrggle to keep the Iights on.

I(URDISHUTOPIA
Tbe Kurdish militiathat grew to become
the dominant power in this part of Syria
over the past year - known as the
People's Protection qnits - has man-
aged to roll back tle Islamic State in
many areas, carving out a swath of rela-
tive security that the residents call Ro-
java

lhe community leaders here are
working to set up a new order based on
the philosophies of the separatist leader
Abdullah Ocalan, who is serving a life
sentence fortreason in Tbrkey.

"Tlrrnyourland, your water and your
energy into a commune to build a free
and democratic life," reads a cornmon
billboard featuring Mr. Ocalan's musta-
chioed face. His supporters call him
"president" or "uncle,"

Influencèd by the American ana¡chist
Murray Bookchin, Mr. Ocalan has called
for autonomous rule by local commit-
tees unbound by nationalborders. The
project's proponents say they do not
seek to break up Syria but are leading a
long-term social revolution that will en-
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sure gender andminority rights.
"The Syrian people can solve the Syr-

ian crisis and find new ways to run the
cor¡ntry," said Hediya Yusif, a co-presi-
dent of one of the area-s three selfde-
clared cantons

But much about the new administra-
tions remains aspirational. No foreign
power has recognized them, and lrrkey
looks on them with hostility, fearing that
they want to declare an independent
state along its border. Many of their
workers are volunteers or functionaries
still paid by the Syrian government.

The new order's complexities are
glaring in the strongy Kùdish toq¡n of
Qa¡r¡isfrü, where monuments to fallen
militia fighters and billboards in red,
green and yellow - the flag colors of the
People's Protection Units, or Y.PG. -
dominate roundabouts.

"The homeland is belonging, loyalty
and sacrifice," read'one sign, showing
womcin farming and holding lklash-
nikovs.

One morning, dozens of women
waved militia flags on the town's main
road, waiting for the bodies of Kurdish
frghters to arrive for burial in a sprawl-
ing mafq¡rs' cemetery.

Renas Ghanem stood among them
\4rith a photograph of her sister, Silan,
who had quit high school to join a Kurd-
ish militia in lraq and returned to figlrt
the Islamic State in Syri4 wlere she
was killed.

Nearby, hou¡ever, loomed a statue of
the former Syrian strongman Hafez al-
Assad, in an areâ of continued Syrian
government control only a few blocks
long, where Syrian police officers in
'$/hite shirts and black caps direct traffic

Ku¡dish leaders do not hide their re.
sent¡nent of the Syrian government for
its treaünent of Kurds. But allowing the
governmentto contol the townb airport
keeps it open, they say, and its laryely
symbolic presence downtown has pre-
vented the government airstrikes that
have destroyed rebel areas elsewhere.

"The Y.P.G. could chase tüe regime out
in one hour, but whatwould come afrer??
said Ahmed Mouss4 a Ifurdish þurna-

lisL "Barrel bombs and airstrikes."
llre territory's main ¡ink to the out-

side is two rusty boats that ferry pas-
sengers ¡rcross.a river from lraq and a
pontoon bridge for cargo. Tlucks leav-
ing Syria on a recent day carried cows
and sheep; those entering hauled soft
drinks and potato chips.

Despite improved security in some
places, unemþloyment and the threat of
renewed fighting have sent many
people from thiô aréa fleeiñg by boats to
Europe,

"The situation in Rojava can't keep
people here," said Shivan Ahmed, a
butcher's assistant in the town of
Amuda who earns less than $3 a day.

His wife and 7-montl¡-old son had re-
cently left on a boat that sank nea¡ Ttrr-
key, he said. They were rescued, but 13

of lheir reliatives, mostly women and
children, were still missing.

Still, he said, his neþhbors kept leav-
ing.

MARKSOFISIS
Untilthis year, thd Jihadists of ISIS cdn-
trolled much of tltis area, and relics of
tleir rule remain: black sigls quoting
the lslamic State's caliph, Abu Bakr al-
Baghadi; "The Islamic State" and the
flag of thecaliphate painted in black and
white on curbsides and archways;
tombs reduced tomounds of rubble.

Their transport turb was Tal Abyad, a
border town into Tlrrkey to the north
that served as atransit pointfor foreign
jihadists and a crossing for goods, from
enerry drinks to fertilizer usedto make
bombs.

Now it is in Kurdish hands. Residents
who remained throughout recall tlte
presence ofjihadist fighters like an eêr-
iedream.

"They used to. come in all the time,
and each one would eat two kilos!" said
tlte 70-year-old owner of a kebab restau-
rant. To please the new ruleis, he had
hung cwtains in a corner to create a
separate womer-s section and put the
television on Koranic recitation; other
programming was banned.

Executions took place every week or

two near the fountain, he sai{ where an
Islamic State "media point" - still
standing :- screened jihadist videoó.
And a cage remained at another round-
about where the jihadists locked up men
caught smoking or playing cards.

The restaurant owner did not miss
them, he said. But he would not give his
naÍle, out of fear of potential sléeper
cells. ("They'll put us on the assassina'
tionlist," he said-)

l$eatby, a young woman in a bridal
salon witlt wedding dresses hangng
from the walls said business had
boomed with so many rvomen marrying
foreign fighters.

"They came to dye tlrcir hair, to get
readyfor weddings, to do their makeup,
anything," she said.

Still, the jihadists tl¡reatened her at
first for plucking her eyebrows, àforbid-
denpractice.

"Thèy saw me and said,'If we see you
again with your eyeb¡ows done, we'll
close your shgpj" she said. She com-
plied until they lefL

"Now I do them as.I want," she said,
raising her sickle-shaped brows.

The ton¡n has a.new local council
headed by ari Arâb man ând a Kurdish
woman that. has strugged to restoie
services since the jihadists looted the
generators, water pumps and hospital
supplies before withdrading in June.
Butfundingis short.,

"We have no official stable income,"
said the Àrab man who is a council co-
leader, Mansour Salloum.

The jihadists also raided the local Ar-
menian church, defacing its crosses,
building prison cells and hanging a
noose nearby. The whiteboards in its
abandoned school still bear lessons
about weapons and explosives.

One Armenian congregant, Rafi Ke
vorkian, had remained intown and paid
a minority tax of more than $100 a year
so the jihadists would not confiscatqhis
home, he said.

He stillhas his receipL
"I never tlrew it away," he said, "be

cause you never lmow what is going to
happennext." o

Refinlng crude oil into d¡esel fuel and other products south of al-JaÌvadiyah, Syria,
The collapse of the Syrian state has led some residents to become diesel bootleggers.
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under
assert

Kurdish 'popular res¡stance'clashes with Turkish military after 9 days under curfew

Turkey's Silvan
Kurdish fighters

a

srege as
author¡ty

Alex MacDonald / l3 November 20f 5
www.midd

eeveral peoole have been killed as fierce
)clashes' continue between Kurdish fighters
and Turkish forces in the southeastern town
of Silvan.

The Turkish military has deployed helicop-
ters and tanks against the town, which has
been under curfew for nine days, and locals
have warned that its 90,000 residents are run-
ning low on food, water and electr¡c¡ty.

At least seven people, including two civi-
lians and a policeman, were reportedly killed
as members of the Patriotic Revolution¡st
Youth Movement (YDG-H) - usually referred to
as the youth wing of the outlawed Kurdistan
Workers Party (PKK) - fought with Turkish
forces.

YDG-H members have erected barricades
and closed off streets, often armed with AK-
47s.

Speaking to the pro-PKK Firat News
Agency (ANF), one YDG-H fighter set up their
conflict in terms of resistance against a
Turkish state wh¡ch still refused to concede
r¡ghts to the Kurds.

"History has never written about the atro-
city suffered by the Kurdish people [at] the
hands of the Turkish state," said Ekin Firat, a
young woman involved in leading the "popular
res¡stance" in Silvan's Mescit neighbourhood.

"Our goal is not to dig trenches alone, but
rather to show that we could triumph over the
state's techniques by means of trenches,
which form a defence against the attacks tar-
geting our people. These are areas where we
protect our people from the state's âtrocity.

'These are areas where we produce solu-
tions to problems not settled by the state," she
added.

A delegation of deputies from the pro-
Kurdish People's Democratic Party (HDP) tra-
velled to Silvan to observe the clashes.

Feleknas Uca, Nursel Aydogan, Ayse Acar
Basaran, Sibel Yigitalp and Mehmet Ali Aslan
visited the town along with representatives of
the Diyarbakir Bar Association, but were
reportedly not allowed to enter the districts

Turkish army vehicles spotted rolling
into Silvan (MEE / Murat Bayram)

Military oehicles on a deserted street of
Sibøn in southeøsteflt Turkey, iluring a
curfew folloroing cløshes beftaeen Turkish
fotces ønd Kurilish mìlitants (AEP)

under curfew.
'The authorities are not allowed to trans-

fer the dead bodies to the morgues," said
Aslan, speaking to IMC TV.

"l called 112 for an ambulance, but they
responded that they will call me later after
speaking with the Silvan Police Department.
Then, they told me that the ambulances are
not allowed to enter three neighbourhoods
due to an ongoing military operat¡on."

"Even lsrael allows ambulances to enter
Gaza," Aslan added.

Local Diyarbakir author¡ties have denied
claims that by some locals that helicopters
were dropping bombs on civilians.

"Claims in some media outlets such as'ci-
vilians are being targeted in the operation, a
five-year-old child was killed by bombs, heli-
copters are throwing bombs with the aim of
bringing the people of Silvan on their knees,'
are baseless," said the Diyarbakir governors
office.

"The operations against the terrorists w¡ll
cont¡nue with determination," it added.

,KURDS HAVE A RIGHT TO DEFEND
THEMSELVES'

Turkeys southeast has been ¡n a state of
unrest since a two-year ceasefire between the
Turkish state and the PKK ended in July.

Since then, over 150 Turkish police and
security officlals have been killed in clashes
with Kurdish fighters, while the military clai-
med to have killed well over 1,000 PKK figh-
ters, mostly in northern lraq. but also in
Turkey - though the PKK d¡sputes these
figures.

As the security situation deteriorated and
an increasing number of Kurdish politicians
and activists have found themselves behind
bars. Numerous towns and districts in the
southeast have begun to declare political
autonomy from the state.

Though the HDP has sought to distance
itself from the YDG-H, Turkish security officials
have often conflated the two, with Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan on more than

one occas¡on referring to votes for the HDP as
a vote for a "terrorist organisation".

Mahmut Bozarslan, a Kurdish journalist
who recently left Silvan, said that the military
was trying to re-asseft its authority over the
area following the declarations of autonomy.

'They do not want to leave the area to the
PKK" he told Middle Easr Eye.

'They are also maybe trying to show that
they did not do the operations for the elec-
tions - the operations are going on after the
elections also," he added, referring to specula-
tion among many Kurds that the anti-PKK ope-
rations had been intended to stir up nat¡ona-
list sent¡ment before the elections.

It has been commonplace among the
Kurdish regions of Turkey to blame the ruling
Justice and Development Party (AKP) for being
complicit - either tacitly or directly - in a series
of bomb attacks against Kurdish and left-wing
activists, including one in the border town of
Suruc in July which has often been pinpointed
as the end of the ceasefire.

Since then, many Kurdish activists have
claimed that the AKP has been seeking
revenge for the HDP depriving it of an abso-
lute majority in the Turkish parliament and
thus the constitutional ability of Erdogan to
transfer more power to the presidency.

Nazmi Gur, the HDP Vice co-Chair for
Foreign Affairs, said that the actions of YDG-H
reflected a natural response to the govern-
menfs incursion in Silvan.

'When you attack somewhere, there will
be a need for defence," he told MEE. 'The
Kurds have a right to defend themselves from
any brutal attacks."

He said that the HDP was "strongly
against" the killings and escalation on both
sides, but said that the government was ulti-
mately responsible for the loss of life.

"lfs the AKP and Mr. Erdogan who broke
the ceasefire and who finished the peace pro-
cess,"

He added thatthe PKK had declared a uni-
lateral ceasefire prior to the second round of
elections in November but that "the AKP never
recognised this, never ceased the¡r military
act¡vities, even on the day of the elections."

'THEY BLAME BOTH SIDES'
As the unrest ¡n the southeast shows little

sign of winding down, many residents are gro-
wing weary of the constant instability.

"People are getting angry with this situa-
tion," said Bozarslan.

'They blame both sides - some people said
that if the PKK did not bring this violence
with¡n the cities, the state would not react like
this."

"On the other hand, some people blame
the security officials, they say if they didn't put
this pressure on Kurds, the PKK would not
have brought the strategy of sieges and barri-
cades to the c¡ties." a
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Turquie:àSilvan, la
populationkurde est
(( lasse de laviolence ))

Tandis que les afffontements se poursuivent
en-tre le PKK et les forces de sécurité,le
mouvementkurde ne parvientpas à mobiliser

REPORTAGE

;d";ñ i;ù;aù;ï - ;;,"ß,p é;¡,¡

A Silvan, localité situee à

, I 8o km de Diyarbakir
,-l danslesud-esíàmaio-

t \ rit¿kurdedelaTurqr¡ie
les n¡es du quartier de Mescit se
sont transformées en lignes de
f¡ont. En longeant de près des
murs recouverts d'impacts de
balle et de slogans révolutionnai-
.res, les.combattants du Parti des
travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK, in-
terdit en TUrquie) évoluent dans le
fr,aças des grenades, des mi-
trailleuses, dês coups de fusil de
précision qui détonent de toutes
parts, en provenance des positions
dês forces de sécurité turques.

Par moments, les déflagrations
plus fortes d'obus de mortier ou
de projectiles tirés par les chars de
I'artnée turque déployes sur les
collines avoisinantes rompent la
cadence des armes plus légères et
le vrombissement distant d'un
d¡one de surveillânce qui survole
le quartier.

Au bout d'une rue fermée par un
monticule de tene et de pierres,
six combattants attendent autour

d'un feu de camp allumé dans une
trouette. Un enfant du quartier
s'est greffé à leur groupe. Dix ans,
le visdge dur et les yeux cernés, il
vague parmi eux, uri lance-roquet-
tes dédrargé sur lëpaule.

Dans un rictus forcé, un des com-
battants âgé de rgaris, qui se fait
appeler <commandantDino > (<<le

fou> en kurde), résume la situa-
tion des jeúnes miliciens locaux et
des guérilleros plus o<périmentés
qui se sont retrandrés dans ce sec-
teur de Silvan: <<Personne ne nous
soutient à I'et<téríeur, nous sommes
¡euls et nous sommes cemés, maís
jusquà ce que nous mouríons tous
en maftyrg nous ne quitterons pas
ces rues.),

a llor¡¡ vor¡þn¡ lr pClx I l
Dimanche, Mescit et deux autres
quartiers populaires, bastions du
mouvement kurde dans cette
ville de 87ooo habitants, en-
traient dans leur sixième iour de
couvre-feu. Une semaine s'est
écoulée depuis les élections du
tP' novembre qui ont vu le Parti de
la iustice et du développement
(t\KP, au pouvoirdepuis zooz) du
président Erdogan remporter une

large victoire et le Parti démocra-
tique des peuples (HDP), proche
du mouvement kurde, accuser un
net recul avec seulement toJ o/o

des voix i I échelle nationale.
Comme Cizre, Nusaybih et plu-

sieurs autres villes du Sud-Est in-
vest¡es par le mouvement armé
kurde au cours de lété, Silvan a
sombré dans la routine meur-
trière d'une guerrc urbaine épiso-
dique qui népargne pas des popu-
lations excédées. Les afüonte-
ments, qui ont fait cinq morts dé-
clarés depuis le z novembre, se
poursuivent sans perspective
d'un retour aux négociatiohs. Le

4 novembre, daps son premier
discours après les élections, le pré-
sident' islamo-conservateur turc,
Recep Tawip Erdogan, excluait

toute issue autre qud le dépôt des
arrhes par les militants kurdes ou
leur <lþuidatíon r¡ totale.

A Silvan, la maiorite des habi-
tants des quartiers touchés parles
affrontements ont fui vers le cen-
tre-ville, où magasins et cafés res-
tent ouverts et oir la vie suit son
cours. Certaines familles se refu-
sent pourtant à partir, survivant
malgré les combats et les pénu-
ries de nc¡urriture et d'électriçité.
<Nous nhvons nulle port où aller.
Personne ne peut nous apporter de
lhide, Nos petits sont traumatisés.
Ilfaudraít que les combattants s'en
aíIlent I'Etat veut vider Ie quartier

avant de tout raser4 se désole une
mère de famille devant un ancien
lycée'religieux oi¡ des cômbat-
tants kurdes ont pris position
pou.r tenter datteindre la police.
(On veut juste que ça shrrêtel
Nous voulons la pøíxltr, s'excla-
me-t-elle dans un sanglot

lmpub¡ancç
A Silvan comme ailleurs, lês feux
insurrectionnels que le PKK tente
d'allumer depuis l'été nbnt pas
pris. Pour Yilmaz, habitant de
Mescit réfugié dans le centre.ville
après avoir été contraint d'aban-

, (Jusqu'à ce que
nous mour¡ons

tousen martyrs,
nous

ne qu¡tterons pas
les ruesn

aCOMMANDAIIT Dll{Or
combattant kurde

donner son commerce, le mouve-
ment kurde a échoué: <tLes com-
battants nous demandent de res-
ter, les gens les soutiennent maís
ìls ont peur et s'en voitt. Le parti
n ou s av ait dit que SiIv an était prête
pour Ia guelre, que toute Ia popu-
Iation se soulèveraít et soutien-
drait les quarÍíers, mqis il ne se
passe.rien. Dans le centre, per
sonne, même parmí cew< du parti
et de la maírte, ne se soucíe dtce
qui 3ous anive, íls sont contents
que ça ne se passe pas chez eux. n

Les cadres du parti pro-kurdè
HDP, qui contrôlent la municipa-
lité et organisaient Ia société civile
locale, paraissent désemparés.
Comme dans toutes les régions

Dans le quartier
de Mescit,

bastion kurde
de Silvan

(lurquie),
le ?novembre.

. EMILIEN URBANO/MYOP

POUR ¡tE MONDET

kurdes, leurs rangs ont été déci-
més par les vagues d'arrestations
consécutives à la reprise des hosti-
lités. Après avoir déclaré l'autodé-
termination de la ville en août,
vingt-sept membres de la munici-
palité et de la brairche locale du
parti ont été arrêtés, dont la maire,
Yülael Bodalçi. Depuis son bureau
ot¡ les tirs et les explosions se font
entendre, sa remplaçante, Zuhal
Teikiner, admet son impuissance:
¡<Nous sommes paralysés,Ies gens
sontÍqtigùé| de Ia violeirce, on ne
pe ut pas le s mobili se r. t

Samedir une modeste manifes-
tation demandant le retrait des
forces de sécurité a été dispersée
au moyen de gaz lacrymogène et
de canons à eau avant de se solder
par vingt-cinq arrestations. Au
demier étage de lâ mairie, sur la
terrasse'atten¿rntè au vaste bu-
reau de la nouvelle maire, les ca-
dres encore en liberté du mouve-
ment kurde qui viennent lui ren-
dre visite en sont réduits à écou-
ter de loin le bruit des combats,
tandis que, sur un terrain vague
voisin, une dizaine d'enfants
iouent au football. r

' ALI¡A¡Û KAVAL
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Turqui€: la presse d'opposition
dans le collimateur d'Erdogan

jeudi 12 novembre 2015

Alors que le parti islamo-conservateur du président a regagné la majorité absolue
au Parlement, la liberté d'infornter n'a jamais été aussi menacéê en Ttuquie.

ËfiI mU t @DelphfneMinoui
coRREsPotoANIE À TSTANBJL

ÉNlS Iå sentence ne s'est pas faít a¡-
tmd¡e. Lundi 2 novembre, au lende-
m¡in de ll victoire surpríse de l'gKP, les

de Nolca étaient en salþ de
¡édacdo¡, de norweau prêts à dri$lær
leur stylo conEe RecepTayyÞ Erdoga¡,
quand sept incormus ont fait irn¡ptíon
dans les locaux du n gæir?É,. o C'était
despliciers mcivil- ns atlaithtøw (b
bureor¡¡, saisissomf un ò rrr les aen@ci-
res ile notre derníçr nnúro. EnsuÍte, fls
ont núø qú le r&aaew en dvf , C-;ælæ -
rí Gi¡ven, et not¡e ilírætar fu la ptuica-
tíon, Mißct @ >, n¡conte Ertugul Er-
bas, un des rédactews de
I'heMomadaire de gauclre connu por¡r
ses positiors trânchées contre lre prési-
dent rurc. Sur sonbureaq uæ copie A4
dela << r¡ne o deNotka, paruelerúathde
la perqrisition- On y reconnait le visage
du chef de ÏËtát, frappé d'un coup de
tampon annonçåBt en lettres rouçs << Þ
dtíbut ¿Ie la guerre civile qt Twgùie>-
Por¡r les autorités, une ligne de uqr a été
ftanchie : le jóur suft¡ant, m¿rdi 3.no-
vembre, lesdetlxdtrlgeantsdumagpire
sont aussitôt incuþés pttr < tøtæive ib
corqr d'Ètat > et expédiés drns la prison
de Meffs. Une semaineplus tård, laré-
daction est encore sous le choc. <L¿
moin&e critíque æt ¿Iáw¡tw¡s caw¡¡Iéræ
cüfime urrc Ívtuße. C'estwisigne.þ ¡frc-
tølrre ! Ie n' qí phlae iI' æfi prr b iléirc -
crratie...>>, déplore Isnail Ewen, un
autre reporte; de la rédaction

Les coups de ciseaux, l'éqripe de Nok-
td en a déià fait les frais. En septe.mbre,
I'hebdomad¿ire avait été saisi, et des
journalistes gardés à vue plusieurs heu:
res après la publication, en couverture,
d'un photomon¡age monuant Eidogan,
toutsourire, prenantun << selfie > lorsde
funérailles de soldats qui combattâient le
PKK. L'offe¡sive gowernementale fai-
sait partie d'une vague d'intinidations
préélectorales coDte les voix dissgnan-
tes r attaçres contrÞ te siègp de ¡ft¡rrûet,
le plus grand quotidien indépendant ôr
pays, agression d'un de ses irurnalistes
vedeües, pourzuites þdiciaires contre
de ngmbreux reporters... Ei pufu, cet as.
sâut policid - quåtre jours avant le
scrutin - contre deux chalnes de télévi-
sion du grorpe Koza-Ip9k, réputé pro-
che de I'imam Feth¡llah Gltlen, lennemi
þé du président islamo-conseñr¿teur...

Certains, comme Ertugrul Erbas,
osaient powtatrt espérerun semblant de
retour à la normale, une fois les élections
passéês, et la majorité absolue regagnée
par le parti au pouvoü depuis 2002.
<< Malheureusemenl, ça s'enpire ile jow
en jow. Les accusations gi now visørt
nanqmt dÊ logiqlte. Ømnenl. m mß-

gøzine ginetire q'à.5 000 æenryltues
pet-ílmettetmgrlys endangæ ? >,lA-
che-t-il. L'AKP se défend en s'appuyant
sur lâ Consdtljldon et en invoqr¡ant l'âr-
ticle 299 du C,ode penal,Sui sancüonne
. les insultes ør chq il'Etqt>>. Contacté
par Iæ Frgto, Haroun Armagan, rm des
porte-parole de I'AKP, en appelle à lâ
< resptonsabilÍté des jownalístes 

'>.
<< Nor¡s som¡nes l'objet d'ottaqrcs venût
ite ilè,ttx orgØiffiions teftorístes (l^ gÃé-
ri[â du PKK et l'État islanique, NDLR).
ht cette périùe Witiculíèremeú ø8i-
ble, il,n'est pas raisomable iþ mefüe ile
I'laúle ar le feu (...) h plas, Etønl wr
pøtigagepre de 50 % ilesvoix,pøløi
ile guerre civíle n'a auønr'sq .ns >, dit-il.

llla moindre critique
est débormais considérée
cofilme une menace.
C'est u¡r signe de dictature!
Je n'ai plus d'espoir pour
la démocratie¡¡
ISMAIL EVREN, RÉPORTER DU MAGATINE NOTKA

Cette châss€ aux voix critiques s'i¡scrit
aussi, rappelle rme sol¡rce gouverne-
mentale, dens u¡s guere à Couteaux ti-
rés entre I'homme fort du pays et son
ex-allié I'imam Fethullah Glilen,
aujourd'hui exilé aux États-Unis. Depuis
Ie scandale de comrption qui, en 2013,
eclaborssa I'entourage du président, le

gouvernoment acsuse Gülen de vor¡¡oir
'le renverser en cherchant à inñluer la
police,.la þdee et les médiæ. Ces der-
niers jours, uæ série d'interpellations a
Aappé ses proches.

Iæ prohlème, s'inquiète te iurallste
Can Dt¡ndar, c'est que < ce útø il'q-
treme Wødúa Iñæ líbre æws ù uæ of -
Jewive tous ozþnuB cottúrelnlne.w >.
<< ÍIler, c' étaÍi Nolrta.' Atfiatr¡t'ruli, lo ru-
mew dit qtß le jalø?ûl7-amanpawrait
être le prochtfu nr lsliste... Et dennin ?
Ie me prQøe anpíl,e>, poursuit le ré-
dacteur en chef ûr quotidien d'opposl-
tlon C\omrþet (.Ré?r¡blique.). Da¡s
son bureau, gardé par'des blindés, Can
Dfindar, S2 ans, parle à la façon d'u¡ res-
capé çri aittend son tour. Et pour câr¡se :
ces jours-ci, i est la double cible du régi-
me et des islamistes. La veille du scnrti¡u
Ies foÍces de l'ordre otrt rèDforcé lapro-
tection autour de I'immeuble du journal
après avoir arrêtéà Gaziantep un mem-
bre présumé de f Etat islåmique qui etait
en possessio¡ de fadresse de Ct¡rn¡riyet
En fait, depuis la publication, enjanvier,
des cùicatures &t CJtælie Hebilo pant
juste après I'attmtât padsien, le Eroti-
dien de cerlre-gauche est dans lè colli-
mater¡r dæ r!;:rtrémistes. Mais aussi dr¡
pornroir. À t'epoque, la policeavait per-
quisitionné I'imprimerie en pleine nuit
pour << insulte ù la religíon>. les deux
éditorialistes - qui avaient reproduit la
cadcatue de Mahomet - avaient, erx,
étéincülpés.

Iæ président Erdogan en veutpârticu-

[èrement à Cwraniyet pour Ia publica-
tion, au mois ds m¡i, d'u[è enquête sur
des livr¿isons dlarmes organisées par les
services secrets turcs à des groupes dji-
hadistes en Syrie. <Ilvale payer, etþ
wisle ta4urjusEt'gubouf >, avait alo¡s
menacéh chef de I'Etât en direct surrme
chalne pro-AKP. Pour ce double < cri-
me' aux yeux des autorités - <l¡¡arú-
sod > et << q$tlownge > -, Can Df¡ndår
risqre par deux fois la prison à vie. Sans
compter la petite vingtaine d'autres
poursuites dont il fait I'obJet et qu'il
avote < ne phl,s canryftø >. Le visage pla-

tlEntre 60 et 70%
des médias sont entre
les mains dErdogan.
Ça lalsse peu de place
à la liberté d'informer¡¡
c¡r oirr,o¡n'irËo¡crEuR EN clt€F o€ allÂ,rRtvE¡

çré contre la fenêtre de son bureau, il
ironise : << Vøttsloyæ,leWfrnat enface,
c' &. le ffi tønøL Et là" ù df:oite, c' æt tm cl-
nwtlère. Cra rewne bfen Ia sffi/0ffan"
nor ? > Pour ce irumaliste aguerri, le
corstat €st sans appel. ,< Iapr'æ ttf:
que, dit-il, n'ajonais cø .tturpÊrcehiúe,
mêne qrès b corry il'Etæ iles ømnéæ
79æ ! > Aujowd'hui, expliqueit-il, les
pl€ssiorß sont ausi nombreueb qre vi-
cieusês : <Qnd vous n'ètæ pas pow-
si¡ivùi, vør¡s ét¿s ûtaquá, o¡¿b{r¡nvir&.>
Aüre tendànce qui I'inquiète: le rachat
delaplupa¡tdes grandsþunrauxpardes
hommes d'afhires proches d'Erdogan.
< Entre 60 et 70 o/o dâ méfus ñt eilre
æs mrúhl. C¡a toisr;e peu ae pace,a U A-
W i|'Sonner >, estime-t- il,

Mais pour le rédacteur en chef de úì¡-
Ìlrantyet, le phs désolant reste < cerné-
loge ile peur et d'ryhle ryl inine
@.rjawil'lt'{i b 90f.f&é atw >, < Quaúl
fillrriy* a été afiryé, iliaw avørc orga-
nisé tmrasrømblenent sw laploceTok-
sinr Nø¡s n'étions W phß de 5OO. il dbe
woi, les gensne se sententpas concerniés
pæ tros problèmæ. > Pas qrestion, pour
autant, de baisser les bræ. < lerejltæ ¿le

cder d lo. pew >, þoursuit I'intépide
journaliste qri dit p'uÍser son énergie
dans le sor¡tien âpporté par ses confrè-
res, notâ]¡ment étrangers. rrRepotterc
sms frontières (Srú rarge la TurErie au
14* rang - su¡ 180 - dans son classe-
ment mobdial des pays respectant les
mâias, NDLR) visnt ile naus qpeler
pow nous (mnorrcer ry'on étøít rcrúús
aupríx amtel por.r lnlíberté de la yresse.
Sí rcus ilécrochotis le s&rme, j'irai d Pa-
ris. Enf,m, n on me käscr t uy ager... > W -
vue le 17 novembre, la remise du prix
coï¡rcide avec r¡ne nouvelle convocation
devantlaþtice. r
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En lrak les forces kurdes annoncent
la libération de Sinjar

,

http://www.rfi.fr / l3 nov. 201 5

6ans le nord de l'lrak, depuis le l2 novembre, les forces kurdes
lJinvestissent la ville de Sinjar, contrôlée par Ie groupe El. Une
ville stratégique puisqu'elle est située entre Raqqa, considérée
comme la capitale syrienne de l'Etat islamique, et Mossoul la
deuxième ville d'lrak, elle aussi, sous le contrôle de I'organisation
terror¡ste. Ce vendredi, d'après un dirigeant kurde cité par IAFP, les
forces kurdes irakiennes ont r libéré r Sinjar.

Les forces kurdes irakiennes ont repris Sinjar, une ville du nord de
I'lrak tenue depuis plus d'un an par le groupe jihadiste Etat
islamique (El), a annoncé ce vendredi l3 novembre le dirigeant de
la région autonome du Kurdistan irakien, Massoud Barzani. < Je
suis ici pour vous annoncer la libération de Sinjar > à la faveur
d'une offensive éclair des forces kurdes lancée jeudi avec I'appui
des frappes de la coalition internationale et des combattants de la
minorité yézidie, a donc indiqué M. Barzani lors d'une conférence
de presse non loin de la ville reconquise.

Pour la population kurde, indique notre correspondante à Erbil,
Oriane Verdier, cette offensive est une preuve de la capacité d'en-
tente des forces du Grand Kurdistan. Cette région revendiquée, à
cheval entre la Syrie, la Turquie l'lrak et l'lran.

UN ARGUMENT POUR L'AUTONOMIE

Pour le Kurdistan irakien, c'est un argument de plus pour I'au-
tonomie de la région face au gouvernement national. Le gou-
verneur de la province de Mossoul a rappelé que cette offensive à
Sinjar a été menée sans aucune participation de I'armée irakienne.
Hier, le Premier ministre irakien a d'ailleurs appelé Massoud
Barzani, le président de la région autonome, pour le féliciter.

Les forces kurdes sont soutenues par l'aviation américaine. A ce
sujet les Peshmergas attendent plus de soutien de la coalition
internationale. ( Nous avons besoin d'armes lourdes et de haute
technologie pour venir à bout de l'Etat islamique en lrak u, a affirmé
hier Sihad Barzani, commandant peshmerga et frère du président
du Kurdistan irakien.

SINJAR, VERROU STNNTÉEIQUC ENTRE MOSSOUL ET
LES TERRITOIRES SYRIENS

Jusqu'à 7 500 combattants kurdes prennent part à cette opération
destinée à reprendre Sinjar et < établir une zone tampon pour pro-
téger (la ville) et ses habitants >, a indiqué le Conseil de sécurité de
la région autonome du Kurdistan (KRSC). Un officier des renseigne
ments militaires américains, le capitaine Chance McCraw, a estimé
à Bagdad que les peshmergas allaient faire face à 300 à 400
jihadistes et de nombreux engins piégés posés à travers la ville.

Ce vendredi 'l 3 novembre, d'après I'AFP, des combattants pesh-
mergas sont entrés à pied, à partir du nord, dans la ville en proie à
de vastes destructions. Une des tâches qui attendent les soldats
kurdes est le désamorçage des engins piégés, tactique largement
utilisée par I'El pour empêcher ses ennemis d'entrer dans une ville.

Sinjar se trouve sur une route stratégique reliant Mossoul (nord), le
fief de I'organisation jihadiste en lrak, aux territo¡res contrôlés par
ce groupe en Syrie. < En prenant Sinjar, nous serons en mesure de
couper cette ligne de communication, ce qui, nous croyons,
affectera la capacité (de I'El) à se rêapprovisionner >, a déclaré le
colonel américain Steve Warren, porteparole de la coalition o

<le suis ici pour oous ønnoncer la libérøtion de Sinjar>, a ilécløré
le ilirigeønt ile la région øutonome du Kurilistøn irakien,
Møssoud Banani

Photo Ari laløl I Reuters
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Attøque aérienne ile lø coølition contre les positions ilu groupe
El autour ile Siniør (lrøk), ce 1"2 noaembre 201-5.

REATERSIATiIaIøl

Les peshmergøs øztøncent zters Siniør, ce L3 nooembre 2075.
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[Hill l$|il
Revanche Les forces

kurdes ont lancé
uneoffensive

en Irak
Uneattaque

Raqqaen

[E $ürnüEÍE

Par
LUC}T^f,rllIEU
etJEAÌ{ÐIÉDREPEDDIñ

^, 
est lapremière grande offen-

I sivelancéecont¡elEtatisla-
\-1, mique(Ef)depuisq¡effieor-
ganisation a conquis, à L'été 2O14, tóut
le nord de llrak, Attendue dep. uis plu-
sieu¡smois etsanscesse rcportée-por¡r
cause de maur¡ais æmps ou de rhalites
inter-kurdes-, ellea commencé ieudi
matin et vise à reprendre Siniar, une
ville situee sur un axe scratégique re-
liantlfraketlaSyrie. Elle rassemble es-
sentiellernent des forces laudee et quel-
ques brþades yézidiec soit environ
T5oohommes, selon le conseil deséqr-
dté de la dgion autonome du Kudis-
tan. Elles sont so-utenues par lhviadon
de la coalition inþrnadmále et con-
seillées par dcs nüitat¡E$américaiDs.
Jer¡di soir, les forcesh¡nt anÍem pris
le contrôle de trois villües dansles
faubourgs de Sinlar et de plusiéurs
tronçonsde crltte route, donf l'impor-
tant check-point de Oqlal-ShababiL
à 26 kilomètres de ceffiville. <IVo¿s

Nançons ørec pucaudolfut lentanùnt
vers le cæur d.e cett¿ ville, en raison dBs
píèges, mines, sniprs et lømílcazes de
D aæh V aclronyme arabe de FEtat isla-
mique, 4dlrl¡, confiait une source
hrrde, citéeparlaBBC.

Eor¡¡uu¡iaroflr¡irrrt¡l¡ûporæ?
Dfunpointdevuestra¡fulq¡q larepdse
de laprcvince du Siniarpermetuaitde
coupênþ route 47 relit Mossoul, la
grryrdÉt{lle du nord de{ìra& àRaqqa

en qnls les deux QG miftaires et politi-
ques det'pl. Cette voie est utiliséepar
le groupeterroriste pour faire ciranler
áumes, matériel et renforts enüe ces
deuxpa5n Selon& eedmations ameri-
caines, cesonJ q¡¡glque 6OO iihâdistes
quí defendaient laville de Siniar au mo-
mentdel'offensive
Lareprise de cette région a aussi une
grandevaleurs:¡mbolique. LapeÍte du
.Siáiar.a été catastrophique pour les
peshtr¡eryas 0â force année kurde), con:
trainB non ser¡lement à une t¡ite humi-
liante, mais ar¡ssi à abandonner à leur
terrible sort les populations yEzidies,
uneminoritéh¡¡dophone quiaouior¡¡s
refi¡séde se.conr¡ertiràÏisla¡n. D'où les
massacres de centaines de villageois,
considérés com¡ne hérétiqres, et le Hd-
nryir¡g d'enftnts et de milliers de ftm-
mes, violfu etrændues ens¡uite comme
captives sonrelles ou esclaves. Íassaut
contreleSiniaravaitété alondécritpar
rONU comme <une tenta.tive de géno-
cíde>. Des dizalnes de milliers d'autres
Yezidis, ceu:< qtri ar¡aient pu s'echapper
avaient été contraints de se réfrrgier sur
les Monæ Siniar, leur montagne sasée,
où ils ar¡aient demeuré en pleine cani-
cule pendant des semaines sans eau ni
nourriñrre. Ils avaient été sauvés par
une opération lancée par les Kurdes sy-
riens. Cette tragédie arait été I'undes
principaux argumênts avancés par le

présidentBarackObamapourerwoyer
des ar¡io¡rs bonba¡der ITI
enlrak. r'r''fillffiñãl
Uactuelþcoreoffensive
permet enffn aux Kurdes dãpparaftre
comme les seules forces capab. les d'af-
fronter sérieusement au sol lbrganisa-
tion d'¡rrbou Bakr Al-Baghdadi et d'en ti-
rer.profit diplomatiquement.

ùUr--¡lù¡thod¡drln*?
Cela fait des mois que l'amt& iraHenne

etlesmiliechiftesneprcgr€ss€dph¡s.
si elles ont pu reprendre au printemps
Tilcit, c'estqt¡elTtatislamiqre n'apas
cherchér¡raimentàdéfendre cetteville.
En m,anctte, elles nbnt pas été capables

de reconqrérir les grandes
villes de Rarnadi et de Fal-
louia en depit du soutien

sur le ærrain de lTn¡ru comme llindi$re
la mort en déøùre 2Of4 ó¡ général des
pasdaran (Gardiens'de la révolution),
IlamidTagbavttuéendéfendamlavflle
sainte chüte de Samarra. Et de celui de
I'amée américaine qui approvisionne
et entraine l'armée régulière. Une vic-
toire desKurdes à Siniar pounait être
I'occasion pour cette armée et ses alliés

de reprendre l'offensive afin que I'Etat
islamique soit contraint de se bare sur
plusieursfronts.

E¡qtrcûcñ

t¡s peatrmergns perticipont à une o¡Ération appr¡yÉc par les Etats-Unis dans laville de

Siniar, actuellemont aux mains de I'Eat islamiquo. pnoro sAFIN I{AMED. AFP
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l¡prücþdms*tu?
Essendellement à des ftappes aérién-
nes. Quelque 6O à 7O iihadistes ont été
tués ieudi par ces bombardements,
selon les estimations données par le
ælonel Ser¡e Warren, le porte'¡lanrle de
l'armée américaine. L'officier a admls
également quedes conseillers militai-
res amáicains æsistent les peshmergas
dans le Sinþ, oir ils demploient notarn-
ment à repérer des cibles potentielles
pourl'aviation.

Ilnollrdrrrl{çl¡
¡hr-dl¡
opÉprrdo?
Si les Kurdes parviennent à rE)rendre
Siniar, IT'I perdra sa principale rouæ
stratftique 4 Mossoul et Raqga Ré
gulièrement bombardés par I'aviation
a¡nâicainé, et @isodiqrement par l'ar-
mée russe, leslihadistes deRaqqa se-.
raient encore un peu phu affaiblis. Ils
ont deiàperdu cet eté TattAblad, àla
frontière nrrco-syrienne, fun des pri*
cipaux poinb de passage pour les ærn-
bananæ fuangerc qui reþignerú le <ica-

tifao. Ils conservent encd'rc celui de
Jarablus, ph¡s à L'ouest
A priorl aef afriblissement pounait fr
voriser le déclenchement d'une offen-
sive cont¡e lll à Raqqa- Its Etats-Unis
y sont favorables. Ils so-utiennent la
nowelle coalition dite des Forces d6
mocratiques syriennes. Elle regroupe
les Kurdes des Unités de præecdon du
peupþ (YPc), pluSeurs brigades arabes
sunnites de l'Armée syrienne libre
(ÀSL), des æmbarar¡ts cþrétiens syria-
Eres et des membres de l1{nnóc des ti-
bus de Tall A-byad. Jeudi, des images
diffusées sur Internet montraient un
convoi de pick-up de la þrigade des
combattants de Raqqa qui ã,"ançâit en
direcrion du flef flhadisæ. Le chef de ce
groupe Abou Issa a récemmert etrnné
que ses hommesshpprêtaientà lancer

nnûûß

I'assaut, déclarant la région <zone de
gwerrør.
Pour autant, les briþdes arabes, à qui
les Etâts-Unis afñrment avoir largué
f)tonnes demunitions b moisdemier,
n'ont pas les moyens militaires de s'em-
parerseules de Raqqa Elles ontbeÁoin
de l'appui des Kurdes. Mais æl¡x-ci sont
¡€daents, lpalgté bs pressiorn anÉricai-
trc. <fuur I'ltætnnt, rcus wus occupons
fu Stnjar. Puß, nous reprendrons les
cluws Ntrolíers dc al-HoL ce quí de-
vralt aller vlte Ensuite, Jarablus, ù la
funtièrc urqr4 et siement agès Rß-
qry>, qliqrer¡ne source liurde à Pads.
Le peu d'empressement des Kurdes à
participer à lbffensive tient au fait que
Raqqa n'est pas un territoire qu'ils re-
vendiquenL A finverse de Jarablus,
iWé prioritaire. S'ils den eryaraient, ils
pourraientespérerfaire laþnction avec
le canton d'Aftine, enære plus à l'ouesq
et établirune région autonome le long
de la ftontière turque. IJhlryothèse est
catégoriquement rejetée par Ankara
IÌarmée turqre a bombardé fin octobre

!¡r¡r

des poñons lurdes apres que des comr
bantants on¡trar¡ersé l?uphrate en di-
rection de Jarabh¡s. Ja¡di, le president
ttrrc, RecEpTa]ryip Erdogan, a relancé
llidée üune cinrc de sécurité> dansle
nord de la S5rrie pour acctreilllr les réfu-
gte,.,<Prælttnotß fuæ mrc nenoy& dis
terroristes, u¡æ zoì,ne d'exclusíon aé-
ríenne; Ì@lons cette dffairc>, a-t-il dê
claré. Ceptoiæ¿rscévoqr!éd€puis2OI2
$il mafr à se Éalùreq, il €m@aûde
fait I'instauration d'une région auto'
nomekurdeenS¡¡rie.
I¿coalitionarabokrrdevientenrewn-
chedepasseràl'acdondarslapûuvinæ
d1lassaké (Nord-Est), entrre les frontiÞ
resturque et iraki€nne. Appuyée par
Iaviation américaine, elle a annoncé
mercredi quhlle s'était enpare de deux
villages et qu'ellecontinuait àprogres-
serr¡ers les'ùillesde Chaddadé et al-Hol.
Son anancée estralentie parles atten-
tats-suicide et les centaines de mines
enfouies par les iihadistes, dãprès
l'açnæ de presse kurde ARA Nen¡s. e

g

lEtat is¡ami$re lOpar les xu¡des
Soucæ: I$titute for the study of w, Thm m

FË.h
al-Nusra,

libre...)

codl¡ôlés
gounemementales

forces
Vikcóñô¡óegI Ah¡ar al-Sham,

Armeesyrienae

Diyarbakir (Tirrquie), 13 novembre 2015 (AFP)

AU MOINS 11 REBELLES du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK) et
trols soldats turcs ont été tuós dans des combats dans le sud-est à majo-
ritó kurde du pays, a-t-on appris auprès des autor¡tés locales v6ndred¡.

Les combattants du PKK ont été tués jeudi par les forces de sécurité turques
dans les districts de Silopi et Cizre, dans la province de Simak, frontalière de la
Syrie et de I'lrak, a indiqué le gouvemeur local dans un communiqué publié ven-
dredi.

Dans la province voisine de Van, frontalière de I'lran, un soldat turc a été tué et
trois autres ont été blessés au cours d'un raid mené vendredi à l'aube contre une
cache présumée de combattants du PKK, a indiqué I'armée sur son site.

Deux autres soldats ont péri le même jour dans I'explosion d'une mine au pas-
sage d'un convoi militaire dans le district de Lice, dans la province de Diyarbakir,
a appris IAFP auprès des autorités locales.

Dans cette même province, la ville de Silvan, dont trois quart¡ers sont depuis
onze jours sous couvre-feu, les violents afirontements opposant les forces de
sécurité turques à la branche jeunesse du PKK se poursuivaient vendred¡.

"Les opérations vont se poursuivre jusqu'à ce que chaque rue soit sécurisée", a

affìrmé vendredi le Premier m¡n¡stre Ahmet Davutoglu. "De nombreux objectifs
ont été atte¡nts, la vie reprendra bientôt son cours habituel", a-t-il ajouté.

Quelque 10.000 habitants sur les 90.000 que compte Silvan ont fui les combats,
a rapporté le quotidien Huniyet dans son édition parue vendredi.

Après plus de deux ans de cessezle-feu, les combats ont repris fin juillet enhe
les rebelles kurdes et les forces de sécurité turques, faisant voler en éclats le
fragile processus de paix engagé à I'automne 2O12 pour mettre un terme à ce
conflit, qui a fa¡t plus de 40.000 morts depuis 1984.

Le président Recep Tayyip Erdogan a promis de poursuivre la lutte "jusqu'à ce
que I'organisation tenoriste enterre ses armes, et que ses membres se rendent
et qu¡ttent le sol turc".

Turquie: 11 rebelles
kurdes et trois soldats

tués dans le sud-est

34



Reaue de Presse-Press Reaiew-Berheaoka Çøpê- Riuista Stømpa-Dentro de Iø Prensa-Basin Ozeti

lntcrn¡tional $[eiu !fl ork @imes NovEMBER 13, 2ot5

Kurds attack ISIS,
retaking k"y road

TURKEY
{

L
,
I
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Yazidi forces join assault
that cuts militants' link
from Syrian base to Iraq

BY MICTIAEL R GORDON
AND RUIfl\IINI CâLLI MACH I

Kurdish forces aided by thousands of
lightly armed Yazidi frghters capgred a
strat€gic higltway ih northern lraq on
Thursday in tlre early sþges of.a¡r offen-
sive to reclaim the town of Sinjar from
the Islamic State, wbich seized it last
year and murdered, raped and enslaved
thousands ofYazidis:

As many as 7,500 Kurdish pesh merga
fighters were moving on "three fronts
to cordon off Sinjar City, take control of
ISIL's strategic suppþ routeg and es-
tablish a signiñcant buffer zone to prù
tectthe cityand its inhabitants from i*.
coming artillery," the Security council of
the Kurdish autonomous region in lraq
said in a 3tatement, using an acronym
for the Islamic State.

Describing the unfolding battle, Iírd-
ish otñcials said pesh merga forces had
talren tlre village of Gabara, west of Sin-
jaç and had cut the supply line, Hþhway
47, tlre major east-rrest road that con-
nects Syria 3o Mosul, Iiaq's second-
largest city, and that serves as a lifeline
for the Islamic State,also knownâs ISIS.

But factiorial tensions that ptagued
the planningof the operat¡on continued,
and troops with the government pesh

merga units and figlrters from the Syri-
an affiliate of the Kurdistan Workers'
Party, or P.ILK., fought in . separate
theaters and made competingclaims -
allwith an eye to establishing contrbl of
the areaif it is liberated.

"U¡e cut tl¡e road between S¡nia and
fraq'three höurs ago, at aroüîd eight in
the morning," said a P.K.K, comma¡rder
who uses the nom de guerre Moslum
Shingal and who spoke by telephone
trom the mountain. Gaining control of
the road could hanper the Islamic
State's movement of fþbters, fuel and
supplies within its selfdeclared ca-
liphate and force the milita¡¡ts to resort
to less efficient smuggling routes.

By midday, the combined forces said
they had captured a 35-kilometer, or
about 22-mile, stretch of the highway on

either side of Sinjar, accomplishing one
of the principal aims of tlre operation
But there were competing claims from
the two sides about which group had
taten the road first and who held the
checþoints along the controlled por-
tionof theroad.

"Up until now we have taken back 35
kilometers of the highway," said Qassim
Simo, the head of a pesh merga intelli-
ience unit on Mount Sinjar. "This was all
done by pesh merga and Yazidi forces-"

P.K"IL leaders, howeve¡ countered
that they had taken and now controlled
the road west of Sinjar, which is still held
by the Islamic Ståte, while the pesh
merga controlled the easternpart.

Air forces from the United States-led
coalition pounded the area overnight in
preparation for the offensive. As tl¡e
campaign got underway, long columns

.@,
'a

8lne?

IRAQ

SYRIA ¡''Iisß

Euph?tes

*æq{¿

1ætniles

of pesh merga vehicles, including
pickup trucks, sport ut¡lityvehicles and
a small. number of armored vehicles,
snaked their way across Mount Sinjar
as airstrikes boomed inthe distance.

Some of töeñghters walked alongside
the vehicles, headed fortbe frontin Sin-
jar. Along the way, a suicide car bomb
was blown up by a pesh merga antitank
missile beforetlre driver could reachhis
target

The battle'plan called for the pesh
merga, joined byYazidiforces, to s\Á¡eep

down from Mount Siniarto attackñght-
ers of the Islamic State on multiple
tonts. Kurdish officials said there.cor¡ld
be as many as 7$ Islamic Statefighters
in and around Sinjar, including foreign
jihadists.

The operation, which comes as the

American-led coalition is trying to re-
gain the initiative in the struggle witb
t¡e Islamic State, holds out the possibil-
ity of progress along a new front in
northern Iraq. The Obama administra-
tion bas bèen unde¡ pressr¡re to show
that it has a workable strategy for de-
feating ttre Islamic State, and it is look-
ing to the successful prosecution ofthis
offensive as afirst step.

The aim isto add pressure on Islamic
State fighters who are being pressed
militarily in northeast Syria and lraq.
They are currently partly encircled in
Ramadi, the capital of Anbar Province
in Iraç and were recently evicted from
Baiji in northern lraq, the site of a stra-
tegic oil refinery.

StiI, the operation faces several im-
portant military and political challenges.

Evenif the Sinjar campaign succeeds,
the Isla¡nic State has a stranglehold on
vital areas in the region, including Mo-
sul and large portiohs of eastern Syria
and western lraq. That includes most of
the Sunni Arab heartland of Anbar
Province, where a government-led mili-
tary push has advanced toward Ramadi
but has not yet managed to retâke it
from ttre milit¿næ.

The Uniled States-led coalition has
had continuing troubles handling stark
divisions between tlte factions nomin-
ally aligned under the anti-Islamic State
banner,.infig[ting over who should con-
trol the area once it is liberated that
threatened to upend tåe attack even in

I

I
I

Pesh ¡lerga ñghters observed the campaign from a hilltop on Thursday. Tensioß sith the Syriån

afñliate of thg lí¡rdistatr Workers' Part¡r, or P.ILIL, ptagued fhe planning of the opemüon
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its late st¿ges.
Before the Islamic State sweptacroç

northem lraq, the area ïras a political
stronghold for the Kurdistan Democrat-
ic Party, whicb isledby Massoud Barz-
ani, president of the Kurdish autonÈ
mous region in Iraq, who is overseeing
tåe Siniar operation from a command
post in nortlrwest lraq.

But many Yazidis - a tinyreligious
minorityt¡at was almost entirely based
around Mount Sinjar before tlre Islamic
State's advance - blame the pesh
merga and the Kurdistan Democratic
Party, commonly known as tbe I(D.P.,
for failing to prevent Sinjar's fall and
subjecting them to a catalog of horrors
by the Islamic State, induding the se:nr-
al e¡rslaveurent of tlrousands of wgmen.

That calaÍriw led tottrc ûþht of hm-
dreds d tüousands of Yazidis, tens of
thousands of whom spent aweekormore
exposed to a blazing Àugust srm on the
barren slopes of Mount Sinjar with Iittle
food or water. Theywere eventuallyrw
cued by the Syrian Kurdish militia of ttp
P.ICIC, v¡hich is considered atenorist q-
ganization bythe Tt¡rkish go\¡errunenl .

As a result, the Yazidis' q¡mpatñies
now lie strongty With the PJLI(, creat-
ing tension over who will control the tgr-
ritory in tlle event Îlat it is taken from
the Islamic State

"Yazidi support has sbifted away
from the KD.P.," said Ctristine van.den
loorn, who directs the Institute for Re.
gional and International Studies at tbe
American Universþ of lraq, Sulaiman-
iya "If Sinjar is to be retalrmfromlSlS,
repopulated and.rebuilt, the K.D.P. can-
not be the onlyliberator and n¡ler."

Some analysts saidthe standoff b€-
tween the P.ICK. and tùe pesh merga,
which has dragged on iormonths,was a
significant factor in the drawrout plan-
ning forthe offensive.

"The real story here is that -his offen-
sive has beendelayedbecar¡se of theun-
resolved competition between the pesh
merga and the P.K.IL for control of the
Sinjar areq' said Matthew Barber, an
expert on tìe region and a board mem-
ber of Yazda, an organization help.ing
displaced Yazidis. "Even noq¡ the real
question is, Who wiu have control of the
area after the new offensive ends?"

Wbile a Yazidi regiment is to partic-
ipate in part of the pesh merga offen-
sive, otherYazidifrghters have been op
eratingindependently, and all are eager
to exact revenge on the Islamic State
fighters fortheir actions l5 months ago,
when ttrey overran Mount Sinjar.

, fbdicatly, preparations for the Sinjar
offensivehavebeenunderwayforweeks,
and the Islamic State appears to have an-
ticþated the assar¡lt and has been send-
ing reinfurcements, General Waisi said.

With more ttran a year to dig in, the
militants.are also believedto have forti-
fied their positionS and made plans for a

cor¡nteFtrike.
Ttroughout tåe conflict, the Islasric

State has used improvised explosive
devices to create dense minefields. The
aim isto sbrldown attackingforces and
channel them into t'kill zones" so they
cån be targeted with sniper fire, mor-

tars or machin*gun ñre. Many of tbe
houses in Sinjar are believed to be

rigged with explosives.
Using suicide car bombs, the mili-

tants are also saidto be poisedtomount
counterattacksfrom Täl Afarto the east,
from.the towns of B$ and Baaj to the
south; and from S¡rria to the west.

"They try to identify a weak point in
the defense and then send everytbing
possible to that single poinÇ' General
S/aisi said. "It stårts n¡ith suicide
bombers and then heavy machine guns.
We know their tactics, bt¡t there will be
surprises."

The operation on Thursday was timed
to coincide with forecasts of several
days of clear weather. That wor¡ld en-
ahle the United Ståtes to provide more
air. power, including A-10 ïtlarthog at-
tack jets based in Tlrrkey.

Still, coping witü the Islamic State's
improvised erplosive devices will not
be easy for the pesh merg4 who
suffered losses of more than two doze&
virtually all from such orplosives, in a
recent operation near Kirkuk, accord-
ingto allied ofñcials.

The pesh merga have received 40
mine.resistant ambush-protected ve.hi-
cles, or MRAPS, from tbe United States,
15 ofwhich have specialrollers attached
to clear mines. But Kurdish officials say
the vehicles are not nearly enough, giv-
en the 600-mile tont the Kurds share

wittr tùe Islamic State. Nor have ar-
mored llumvees or armored bulldozers
been provided by the Arnericans.

The pesh merga have received hun-
dreds of Milan antitank missiles from
Germany and 1,000 Al,l antitank
weapons from tbe Unitçd States, offi-
cials say. Knds saythe Milan missiles
have proved to be the most usefi¡l in de.
fending agqinst suicide vehic.le attacls,
but pesh merga commanders say they
needmore'of tìem"

The American-led coalition has àlso
provided the.pesh merga with a large
nrmrber of small arms, induding ma-
chine gtms, rifles, mortar h¡bes and
mortår rounds. As the Siniar offensive
has approached, Kurdish otricials say,
thé coalition has been rushing in new
supplies of anmunition as well

Eveûr if Siniar is retaken and tbe higlt-
way is held, more military steps will
need to be tal¡en if the American-led ce'
alition wants to cut off supplies from
Syriato Mosul" said Michael lhigbts, a
mititary e¡rpert atthe Washington tnsti-
tute for Near East Policy.

"It will slow dorrn tlre flow of Islamic
State trafñc to and ftom Mosulj' Mr.
Knights said. "Thattrafñcwillbeforced
to move on desert tracks and local roads
to the south of Sinjar, which will greatly
reducetheflow." O

Acolumn of pesh mergêvehicles snaked tbeir way across MoüntSin¡ar onThusday.lftrd-
ish officials said thete could be as mar\y as ru) Islamic State ñgùters in and amund Sinia¡.
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mr"'în* Three soldiers, 11 Kurdish
militants killed in southeast Turkey

November 13,2015 - By Seyhmus Cakan(Reuters)

SILVAN, Thrkey - Three Thrkish soldiers were killed on
Friday in the mainly Kurdish southeast of the counby, the lat-
est casualties in a tide of violence engulfing the region since the
breakdown of a ceasefire between securityforces and militants
in July.
Ttvo of the soldiers died when their vehicle hit a buried explosive in the
town of Lice, the military said in a statement.

Athird was killed and three more wounded in clashes in the Ercis district
of Van province during a dawn operation by security forces acting on a
tip-off that militants were holed up in a hotue, the military said on its
website.

Authorities also said security forces had killed u militants of the banned
Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) on Thursday in clashes in the towns of
Cizre and Silopi, near Túrkey's borders with Syria and lraq.
A round-the-clock curfew remained in force in three districts ofthe town
of Silvan for an rrth day, even after security regained full control ofthe
areas after operations targeted PKK rebels, security sources said.

On Thursday, police fired tear gas in Silvan at a group of lawmakers from
the pro-Kurdish Peoples' Democratic (HDP), who wanted to enter the
districts under police lockdown amid concerns over food shortages.

Prime Minister Ahmet Dawtoglu dismissed criticism of the operations,
saying all "humanitarian measures" were in place and vowing to contin-
ue the operation until "every street is safe.

"We are taking precautions to make sure this operation would be com-
pleted as soon as possible. Important progress has been made," he told
reporters in Ankara. "God willing, there will be a retum to normal life."

Residents had completely deserted those parts of Silvan, where apart-
ment blocks were covered in bullet holes. Blood was splattered across the
facade of one bullet-riddled building.

Streets had been dug up bymembers of the PKK's armed youth wing and
water supplies were cut, ofñcials said. Security forces were continuing
their searches and defwed zz bomb-laden booby traps, they added.

Video footage shot on Thursday in Silvan showed troops armed with
automatic rifles, their faces concealed by black scarves, advancing along
empty streets and inside damaged school buildinç apparently used by
militants. Armoured vehicles were deployed on a hill overlooking the
town, the video showed.

The PKK took up arms against the Turkish state in 1984, and more than
4o,ooo people, mostly Kurdish militants, have died in the conflict. The
PKK is listed as a terrorist organisation by Tirrke¡ the United States and
European Union. o

November 18,2015

Zant rep o rtedly determined not -li:11Tï"Ëf i: lisr:*::,.#1"îij:'år

to repeat oath before parliament H,'å?iyï| *""{:ft*. 
*'m"ix'iill

A representative from her office told

ANKARA - November[8/2015
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com

I leading Kurdish politician will repor-
fl,teclly not repeat an oath she is constitu-
tionally required to take when taking parlia-
mentary office even though the legislature's
speaker declared her reworded version to be
invalid on Nov. 17.

"While this many young people have
been dying, I couldn't have remained silenL"
Leyla Zana, an A$n deputy for the Peoples'
Democratic Party (HDP), was quoted as
saying by CNN Türk late on Nov. 17.

Earlier in the day, at the first session of the
newly elected parliament at the oath-taking
ceremony, Zana, a Nobel Peace Prize nominee
who spent a decade in prison for links to the
outlawed Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK)
after speaking Kurdish in parliament in 1991,
used the phrase "the great nation of Turkey''
instead of "the great Turkish nation,// promp-
ting the acting speaker, Deniz Baykal, an
Antalya deputy for the Republican People's
Party (CHP), to demand she recite the oath
once more. However, Zana had already left
the assembly hall.

"Some things need to change; I venture
everything," Zana was quoted as saying by
CNN Türk. "Besides, I had used the phrase
'the nation of Turkey' instead of'the Turkish
nation' during a previous oath-taking cere-
mony as well," she said.

Since there are no clear provisions concer-

Leyla Zanø, a prominent løtomaker of the
Peoples' Democrøtic Party, exyesses het
toish for "peøce" before tøking her oøth at
the Pøiliament that kicks olf a neu term
follozning the Noo.7 elections, in Ankara,

Tlr.l,:v.,..Tv::L*v.!.N.*:.!7.!.29]!:.ff-.!.!9.!9.

ning a similar incident either in the
Constitution or in the internal regulations of
parliament, the customary rules of the natio-
nal assembly are set to be applied in the case.

During the next session that Zana attends,
the speaker will invite her to the rostrum to
take her oath before the assembly, T24 news
portal reported. If she chooses not to do so,
Zana will be disqualified from participating
in legislative activities of parliament whether
at the commission level or in plenary sessions
in line with relevant provisions of both the
Constitution and parliament's internal regu-

Reuters that the gesture was to raise aware-
ness of the renewed conflict that has killed
hundreds of people in Turkey's mainly
Kurdish southeast since July.

Speaking to reporters on Nov. 18, HDP
cochair Figen Yùksekda$ gave full backing to
Zana. The tuming ol Zana's oath into a crisis
in today's Turkey was very saddening,
Yüksekda$ said, arguing the declaration of
the oath as invalid for technical reasons was
"the actual crisis."

The technical reasons cited for declaring
Zana's oath invalid were actually "notvalid,"
she said.

While discussions over making a new
constitution were on the agend4 creating a

crisis over the current oath text was meant to
be "closed to transformation," Yüksekda$
added.

"What Leyla Zana did was not at all a
stance that disrupted discipline and the func-
tioning criteria of the parliament and was not
aimed at troublemaking. She greeted the peo-
ple who elected her in their language," she
also said.

Zana became a symbol of free speech
across the world after serving 10 years in pri-
son for speaking Kurdish while taking her
parliamentary oath in 1991. She was ultima-
tely released in 2004 and once again became
an MP after the June 2011 elections, although
a ban remained in place preventing her from
joining the country's then-main Kurdish
party, the Peace and Democracy Party
(BDP).¡
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ongée de magasins abandonnés
aux rideaux de fer défoncés et
d'immeubles effondrés, parse-
mée de gravats et de douilles
rouillées, Jalonnée par les carcas-
ses calcinées de camions et

sans combat maieur. De nombreux dra-
peaux kurdes flottent désormais sur les
squelettes des bâtiments officiels détruits
par les bombardements de la coalition, tan-
dis que se font mtendrc à intervalles resser-
rés des rafales darmes automatiques, tirées

en lair ou pour la forme vers des bâtiments
déserts.

Au bord des rues, des bomÞes artisanales
laisséesderrière eux par les diihadistes et dô
samorcées par les démineurs des forces kur-
des attendent d'être emportées. Suivant une
tactique devenue systématique dans les vil-
les et les villages qu'ils abandonnenü les
hommes de l'Etat islamiques ont truffé les
bâtiments en ruines de Siniar de ces engins
explosiß qui constituent lune des princþa-
les causes de pertes militaires sur le ftont
kurde irakien depuis le début de la guerre
contre l'Etat islamique. Elle a corìté la vie,
vendredi matin à cinq des quinze'combat-
tants kurdes tués au cours de lbpération
il'après une source médicale, les dix autres
ayant peri dans les combats sporadiques qui
ont accompagné la veille la progression des
forces kurdes veis la ville.

tibérée, Sinþ n'est plus que l'ombre dtlle-
même. Cettepetiteville des confins syro-ira-
kiens comptait zoooo habitants avant sa

conquête par l'Etat islamique en aott zor4
lors de lbffensiù menée par les diihadistes
contre les Ku¡des irakiêns dans le nord de
I'Irak les peshmergas (forces armées kurdes
irakienngs), alors chargés de la protection de
Sinjar et des campagnes environnantes,
avaient fui, abandonnant à eux-mêmes les
habitants maioritairement issus de la com-
munauté religieuse yézidie.

Kurdes mais non-musulmans, perçus
comme hérétiques par les fanatiques de
IEtat islamiqug les Yézidis de Siniar ont fait

ñ#À ;ã a -,i, J1.4l¡ù ; i . r-,t d i. ¡á

d'automobiles, l'artère qui permet d'accéder
à Siniar depuis les hauteurs situées au nord
de la ville témoigne d'une dévastation peu
commune. Les membres des forces. kurdes
qui sont entÉs dans la matinée de vendredi
13 novembre dans cette localité désormais
perdue par les djihadistes la parcourent de
loin en loin, constatant, armes à l'épaulê, les
destructions eausées par les fr¿ppes aérien-
nes de la coalition internationale contre
l'Etat islamique (EI). Elles se sont considéra-
blement intensifÏées aux cours des demiers
jours afin que les forces kurdes puissent en
prendre þossession. Pour la seule joumée de

ieudi, trente ftappes aériennes ont été réper-
toriées surla seuleville deSiniar. <<Noussom-
mes entrés dans cequartìersanstirerun coup
de feu à huìt heures du matín, Daech \acro-
nyme arabe de lEtat islamiqueJ s'est e4îuí
avant qubn anive>, raconte un combattant
kurde irakien quiditregretterde ne pas avoir
pu livrer bataille.

r"ES !ATIMET{II¡ TTUFFËS DE ¡OiIIES
A l'exclusion de quelques rares accrochages
rapportés dans d'autres parties {e la ville et
qui auraient opposé certains groupes de
combattants kurdes à une force résiduelle
composée de ti¡eurs délite et de diihadistes
isolés, chargés de mener des attaques suici-
des contre les nouveaux occupants de la
ville les dernières heures de lbpération de li-
bération de Siniar se sont déroulées vendrçdi
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lbbjet d'exactions d'une ampleur inégalée
aux mains des hommes de l'Etat islamique.
Outre I'exode massif qui a ieté sur les routes
près de 2ooooo personnes originaires de la
zone, plusieurs massacres de civils ont été
perpétrés par les diihadiste$, tahdis que des
milliers de femmes et d'enfants, capturés au
moment de la conquête fulgurante des djiha-
distes, étaient réduits.en esclavage.

Des groupes armés yézidis, recrutant
parmi les survivants des massacres et ceux
ayant refusé de se résoudre à un exil défini-
tit se sont constitués de manière spontanée
avant de se rallier, pour la plupart, aux forces
kurdes irakiennes. Qassim Sheshq le dtef de
la principale faction armée yézidie de Sinjaç
nommé par Massoud Barzani, le président
du Kurdistan irakien autonome, à la tête du
.om*"tdu*ent militaire. de la région, es-
père que feur présence aux côtés des pesh-
mergas pourÏa ft¡ssurenrne population trau-
matisée et la convaincre de revenfu. aLalìbé'
ration de Sinjar est une première étape. Ce
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,ront nos tenes, elles sont maintenant sécuri-
sées et jhppelle tous les Yézídís à venir s'instal-
Ier à nouveau dans leyrcfoyers¡, déclare-il à
proximité de Siniar, tandis qu une dizaine de
ses hommes, issus pourla plupart de sa pro-
che parentèle, s'aftirent à charger sur une
camionnette un drapeau kurde enroulé de
cent mètres de long et de soixante de large,
qrr'il entend déployer sur la haute façade du
silo à grains de Siniar.

Les ruines de Siniar ne paraissent cepen-
dant pas près de voir revenir leur population.
Obiet d'une compétitionentre forces kurdes
rivales, elles appartiennent ma¡ntenant à
ceux qui y circulent en aûnes et y plantent
leurs drapeaux. Parallèlement aux peshmer-
gas kurdes irakiens; les forces armées du
Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK), ve'

nues de Turquig ont également pris position
dans la ville. Actives dans la region depuis
août zor4 elles avaient eontribué à évacuer
plu$ieufs milliers de Yézidis encerclés dans la
région de Siniar par les diihadistes vers le
Kurdistan syrien grâce à un corridor mili-
taire. Leur présence est cependant décriée
par le pouvoirkurde irakien, qui souhaite les
voirquitterla zone;

<Le PKK nh.rien àfaire à Sinjar, cette zone
appartient aux Kurdes d'Iraþ, nous ne vou-
.lons pas de controntatÍon armée avec eux,
mais ilfaut qu'ils partent maintenant que Ia
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QU]Y CTRCUTEilT
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ville est libérée4 déclare ainsi un officier des
peshmergas souhaitant s'exprimer anony-
mement. Pour Zeki Shengali, un haut cadre
du PKK orþinaire de Turquie, où son organi-
sation a repris les hostilités cohtre Ankara
en juin, il n'est pas question de se retirer:
( Toutes les déclaratíons selon lesquelles nous
devrÍons partlr sont frftiles, le PKK restera à
Sinjar tant que Ia populatÍon en aura be-
soín. > En attendant la perspective improba-
ble d'un accord, les factions kurdes rivales et
les unités yézidies qui leur sont respective-
ment affiliées se croisent et s'ignorent dans
les rues désertées de la ville, hissant leurs
couleurs partout où elles le peuvent, mar-
quant leur territoire dans une atmosphère
de paix armée

succÈs stGI{tFtcAflF corTtE uEl
La reprise de Siniar n'en demeure pas moins
un succès tactique significatifdans la guerre
régionale contre lEtat islamique. A une cin-
quantaine de kilomètres de la frontière sy-
rienng la ville est en effet située sur Ia route
4Z une voie de communication stratégique
reliantRakk4 en Syrig àMossoul, en lrak,les
deux capitales du a califat 1 décrété par Abou
BarkAl-Baghdadi. aAvecki libêratÍon de Sin-
jar, nous rillons asphyxÍer Daech en rendant
r'mp'ossibles les communications enue ses po'
sitrbns côté syrim et côté irakr'en r, indique le
général peshmerga Zaim Ali, chargé de su-
pewiser les opérations.

(IÃ guerre nbst pas finíe pour autant, pré'
cise le haut gradé. Il revient møintenaút au
gouvemement central irakien de prendre ses

rcsponsabîlités et de préparer séríeusementla
reprise de MossouL r si la libération de Siniar
et la coupure d'un axe routier essentiel peu-
vent contribuer à l'affaiblissement tle I'Etat is-
lamique dans toute la régiou l'apparente'im-
possibilité de chasserles djihadistes des villes
sans les détruire totalement et les difficultés
liées aux divisions qui traversent le'camp
kurde éloignent d'autant la défatiåiff*

UEXPRESS 17 novembre 2015

Irak: des femmes yézidies tuées par
Daech parce que trop vieilles?

Par LEXPRESS.fT, - le 17 nov.2015

¡ près la reprise de la ville kurde de
ll,sitr¡ar, aux mains de Daech depuis aout
2008, des fosses communes ont été trou-
vées. L'une d'entre elles contiendrait les
restes de dizaines de femmes de la mino-
rité yézidie abattues car trop vieilles pour
être esclaves sexuelles.

Dans I'escalade de I'horreur, le groupe Etat
islamique (EI) va toujours plus loin. Après la
reprise, par les forces kurdes soutenues par
I'aviation américaing de la ville de Sinjar dans
le nord de l'lrah une fosse commune, qui
pourrait contenir les corps de dizaines de
femmes yézidies tuées par I'EI, a été décou-
verte à la périphérie de la ville. Il pourrait s'a-
gir de femmes considérées comme trop âgées
pour servir d'esclaves sexuelles.

DES YÉZIDTS MASSACRÉS

Après la prise de contrôle de la région du
Sinjar, en août 2014, Daech avait massacré une
partie de la population kurde yézidie, une
minorité dont la religion trouve son origine
dans le culte de Mithra. Leur dualisme (com-
bat entre la Lumière et les TénèbresJ leur a

Des femmes Yézídies reseøpées de l'assaut
sur Sinjar, dans le camp de réfugiés de
Bøjed Kødal (prooince de Dohuk, en hak)
Ie 22 øoüt 2074, ReuterslYoussef Boudløl

par de ieunes femmes réduites en esclavage -

mais ayant réussi à s'échapper- et ayant
assisté à des exécutions, des responsables ont
découvert samedi une fosse commune. Selon
Miyasir Hajji, membre du conseil municipal de
Sinjar, elle contiendrait des dizaines de
femmes "âgées entre 40 et 80 ans",

"Apparemment, a-t-il affirmé, les terroristes
(de I'EI) voulaient seulement capturer de
jeunes femmes". Selon des habitants de la
région, il s'agirait précise I'agence Reuters, de
femmes âgées du village de Kocho, que les dji-
hadistes avaient séparés des femmes plus
jeunes lors de I'assaut Avant de les conduire
derrière l'lnstitut technique à I'est de Sinjar.
Les survivants disent avoir ensuite entendu
des coups de feu. C'est là qu'une des fosses

communes a été retrouvée.

Une jeune femme originaire de Kocho, Badr
Sleiman Taha, 24 ans, a raconté à I'agence
Reuters que sa mère, sa tante et sa grand-mère
figuraient parmi les victimes. Elle dit avoir
reconnu la canne d'une vieille femme de son
village parmi les objets déterrés.

Plusieurs milliers de femmes yézidies seraient
toujours captives de I'EL

valu d'être qualifiés d'adorateurs du diable
par les musulmans,

L'EI avait par la suite réduit à l'esclavage une
partie des survivants et de ceux qui n'avaient
pas réussi à s'enfuir. De nombreuses filles et
ieunes femmes étaient vendues comme
esclaves sexuelles, selon des témoignages
recueillis par des ONG ou par I'ONU.

En s'appuyant sur des informations fournies
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Les pechmerga¡ kurdos ontront dans la vlllc dévastée de SlnJar, reprlse à Daech vcndrcdl, en lrak, près de la frontlère avcc la Syrlc.

Irak: les l(urdes libèrent
Sinjar de I'emprise de Daech

EMTnltlruFAT(r
ENVOYËE SPËCIALE À SIN'AR

IL FLOTTE dans lesruesde SinJarClty.un
parfum dè brtlé et de victoire. De ttberté:'
En quelques heures à pelne, le soleil des
drapeaux kurdes a quasiment reeouvert
les.inscrþtions djihadistes sur les bâtl-
ments. Daech n'est plus ici. .

<< Putsin ¿lß Daech, lâche un pçòhmer-
ga arpentani les rues, kalachnikov au
poing.MaÍs idi, c'esi'JinÍ>. Molns de
48 heures après le débu¡ de I'opératlon
<< Free Slnja¡ r>, le ville, aux matns du
gtoupe État islàmique (nt) depuis
aott2ol4,pst tombée vendredi en flh db
matinée. [.'accès est demèuré restrelnt
quelques heures, les soldats ku¡des re-:
doutant des snipers ou des ltamikazes
cachés dans les maisoru.

.Piris, pèu avant le cÔucher du solell,,
trois.bulldoZers jäunes ont déblayé le ta-
lus qui bloquait I'entrée de la ville et la
file de voitures qui attendait depuis ce
matin a pu, pénétrer dans les rues, dans
r¡ne atmosphère Joyeuse, de franche vic.
toi¡e. DraÉeaux kurdes à lamaln et mu-
stque àfrind.

Des débris fumènt encore daru leS

rues détruites - frappe aérienne ou vol-
ture suicide de I'EI. Cainions earbonlsés
au m¡Iieu d'un carrefou¡,. magasins {é-
truits, métal tordu, morceaux d'étoffe...
D€s coups de feu résoru¡ent parfois. Tlrs:
de joie, assurent les pechmergas, Quatre
homrnes. s'affairent pour récupérer des
marchandises dans les décombrës d'une
boutique.' L'éventuelle présehçe d'en;
gi¡s explosifs bemble ici þréocErper les

Kurdes moiru qu'ailleùrs. Dars la cour
d'une mrison enôore ilèbout; de vierx
combattants yazidis sont. rassemblés..
Certairis esquissent des pæ de da¡se en
chantant, heureux d'être enflir dè retout
àSinjar.

Dans une des rues principales, une
trentaüie de jeunes.hommes, le sourire
larye et le fusÍl haut, sont entassés sur un
camion militalre. Ils S'apprêtenl à re-
joindre leur frpnt habituel, à Zoumar,
Iminédt¿tement après le rapide succès
de I'opération qui a mobilisé 7500 pech-
mergÍ$; les soldats ku¡des'rejolgnent
leu¡s bases. Enseru inverse óur les flancs
du mont Slnjar, dJjs.camions achehinent
des pelleteuses - de quoi déblayer tes
ruesdelavillg.

Plus faclle que prénu
<1 Nons cvons Hbéré une zone d'envíron
53!orp ,¡ rqowsé Daech dane ttentoííne
ile llfromètres su sud>> indique le lieutq-
nant pephmerga, Dllgash Zebañ, þréci-
Éant qu'!. << teste des endrsíts ù. llbérer ,, .

<< L'ítw,ottanttc' est d' avoi/ coupé lô. route

47 quí mùte ù Raqqa ø Slrie. On a encer -
clélavìl[e avant ilj frnéúer, md.s ile tute
laçon Daech qvAt.Jfui arront :que lø vllle ne
sirit bouclée >, aþute-t-il.

< On pensoit.que ça serqìt ¡lffile maìs
imJait, non l. Rasho Shamo habitait un
village près de SinJârJusqu'à ce que I'of-
fensive de D¿ech loblige à se ré{ugier à
pied sur la montagne oir ilâ passé:l'arurée
danò une tente de fortune. Membie d'un
groupe de combattants yazidis, le mous-
tachu de ó0 a¡u est fler d'avoir pardcipé à
la libération de ia ville.

<i:Honnétønønt, on n'e pas beaucottp
flré; confle wr pechmerga qui refuse de
donrier son nom;. Quond oi est oirrtué,
beaucorip dè diihadistes øI'ìaleiû. alélà

Jfuit . Une vlctolie plus facile que prévu
pour les forces kurdes, victoire duasi
éclair po.ur I'opération qri adébuté dans
la nuit ile merctedi à jeudi avec une
carúp4gre de frappe aérienne dg la coa-
lition. Un succès qui dewâit doper le
moraldesKurdes.

< MalÈ attentTotp, après SinJar, ce nlest
¡raqfini >>, nuancê un combattant. <<IIJaut

lþérq Tiil'Afar, Mossoti... et ça, ça iIé-
penilaussÍ ilel'arniée irakiønne >;. soupi-
[e-t-il. g Ontø gotrtirwer à se bctfre jus-
qnlù ce que Daech soit complètnrent
éllmür¡é ! >>,'s'exclame dn.autre soldat.

Tôut n'est pas joué. .La ville.reste vul-
nérable tant quç.la région alentoul est
anx mains de l'EL <<'On.ne'peutpas ren-
trer clvznous tønt qw'ra[ e¡ci et Baoi
ne sont pas þérées parce que ce qui s'est
passé llæi derñer pourlløit rccøitwvn-
cer >>, expliquê Kami en serrant son gflet
rouge autow dielle pour se protéger du
froi{ mordant. Cette yazidie de 20 ans a
fui Sinjar'en aoti dernier et s'est réfu'
glée..sw Ia montagne avec les. autres
membres de sa fa¡¡¡ille, Pour autant, ce.
boir, un in:unense souri¡e illumine son
visage rond'. A ses côtés, Bohci, sa bel-
le-sænr, répète < Sùttor ætlíbre r> d'.un
air incrédule et émerveillé. ElIe a les
yeuxquibrillent. r

fi ll,'f.,,,,,¡ r,,.r.ir¡1.,.,,,r I rìi,it l

,\
ÀRABIÈ

sÀoltÐ¡TE

Sur¡irrf URQU¡T
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Push in lraq
lifts Kurds,
but alarms
Baghdad

ISTANBUT

Washington's support
and gains against ISIS
fuel territorial ambitions

BYTIMARâ,NGO

It was a full two montls after Islamic
Ståte militants stormed through Iraq,
massacring captured troops and driv-
ing to ïrithin a few miles of Baghdad,
tl¡at tüe Un¡ted States began taking di-
rect military action inthe country.

When the Obima administration fi-
nally did intervene ahd begin airstrikes,
itwaswhenthemilitantswerethreaten-
ing tåe Kurdish city of Erbil and waging
atrocities against theYazidi minority in
Sinjar, nearthe boundaries oflraqi Kur-
distari, That fact was immediately
seized on by Iraqi politicians, who ac-
cr¡sed the United States of being mgre
concerned about protecting the Kurds
thad Iraqb Arab majority.

l.Iow, with Kr¡rdish forces backed by
American air power driving jihadist
ñghters out of Sinjar on Friday, the
United States-led coalition appeaß to
have a new and important victory
against the Islamic State.

But some analysts say it may come
with a cost: the turttrer undermining ot
the lraqi government's authori¡y, andin-
tensifìed alarm about the Kurds' desire
for independence. Foliticat figures in
Baghdad are again sounding alarmed"
both about the United States' reliability
as an alty and about the uriity of country.

The Knrdish capture of Sinjar,withno
Iraqi military forces in sight, offers the
Iraqi Kl¡rdistan government a chance to
consolidate its control over acþtlat be'
fore the Islamic State invasionwas nom-
inally under the control of Baghdad.

The president oftüe Kurdish govern-
ment, Massoud Barzani, made that in-
tention dearr holding a news conference
ón Mount Sinja¡ in which he pointedly
referred to Sinjar as a Kurdish city.

The result is likely to fi¡rther embolden
the Kurds astheypushtowardtheirlong-
held goal of statehood, something the
United States has opposed, while further
alienating an Iraqi government that has
become dosertobotlt Iranand Russia

Russia, in particular, has been more
active in the region, expanding its mili-
tary role in the Syrian war next door
and establishing closer intelligence ties
witì the Baghdad, botlt over tùe objec-
tions of American ofñcials.

As if to drive hope their complaint
with the United States, a delegation of
Iraqi lawmakers visited Moscow on Fri-
dayto talk about more Russian nilitary
involvement in Iraq - a development
that would further challenge both
AÍ¡erican i¡rfluence there and the
Obama administrations long-tenn
sfategyto defeat the Islamic state, also
known as ISIS or ISIL.

Ayham l(arnel, the director for the
Middle East and NortlAfrica at Euras-
ia Group, apolitical riskconsultingfirm,
said: "The Sinjar operation will remind
the key decision makers in Baghdad
that ttre U.S. has a broader sense of stra-
tegic cooperation with the Kurds than
withBaghdad."

Mr. Kamel added, "The quick gains
here against ISIS are goingto undermine
the broader pictrue of tlte unityof l¡aq."

When the Obama administration de-
cided last year to begin military opera-
tions against tlte Islamic State, first in
Iraq and then in Syri4 its strategy
seemed simple on the face of it: Com-
bine American'air power with. locat
ground forces to defeatthe mili, tants.

The Americans found that Kurdish
militias in Iraq and Syria were their
most reliable proxies on the ground -
as opposed to lranian-bagked Shüte mi-
litias in Iraq that have eclipsed tlle
struggling Iraqi security forces.

In Syria a growing relationship wit}
Kurdish militiafþhters helped leadto a
militåry success against the fslamic
State in the northern town of l(obani.
Now, Kurdish forces have succeeded in
Sinjar with tlte help of heavy American
airstrikes and United States Special
Forces advisers on tlte ground.

But the fact remains that Kurds have
been willing to ñght to protect and ex-
pand only territory they see as right-
fully theirs, and are unlikely to play an

important role in wresting militånts
from Sunni Arab strongholds in places
like Mosul or Ar¡bar Province in lraq, or
in Raqqa, ttre group's capital in Syria.'' spealringaboutthe Kurdishvictoryin
Sinjar, Maria Fantappie, the lraq analyst
for the International Crisis Group, said,
l'The cost of it is the fact tftat you don't
necessaril¡l have the means to restrain
the political ambitions of this ally."

The close relationship between the
United States andthe Kurdsinboth Iraq
and Sy¡ia has also complicated \itrash-
ington's relationship with Îrrkey.'"I tünk Sinjar adds momentu¡n not
just to the U.S. campaign against ISIS
but also U.S.-Kurdish cooperation,
which builds on U.S. support for Kurdish
forces in Syriq-' Rarij Alaaldin" an ex-
pert on Kurdish affairs and a doctoral
researcher at the Londop School of Eco-
nomics, wrote in an email. "Thatrrill no
doubt alârm Baghdad, Tirkey, as well
as tlte kanians and Russians, both of
which are competing with the U.S. to
bring the Kurds witåin their orbit of in-
fluence."

In SyriC the United Ståtes has alied
with'the Syrian offshoot of tl¡e Kur-
distan Workers' Part]¡, or P.ILK, which
has long been ât war with the T\¡rkish
state. And the P.K.K, which is listed as a
terrorist group by the United States,
Tbrkey and other governments, was
deeply lnvolved in the battle for Sinjar.

Dhia al-Assadi, an lraqi Shüte law-
malrer, said on F?iday that tlrc Ameri-
can-Kurdish alliance in Sinjar provided
"more proof to tlre traqi gov.ernment to
not rely on the United States.".

He added: "The real supþort given to
the Kurds and the fast victories against
ISIS will give another pretext to look at
alternatives and establish coalitions
with other countries."

For some lraqi politicians, closer ties
with Russia offer àn increasingly at-
tractive alternative - or at least an im-
portant insurance policy.

"One of the possihle fallouts ftom this
operation is tltat Baghdad may look
more closely to Russia,' said Ahmed

8RYÀN DENTON FORTHE NEW YORKTIMES

Kurdish torces drove Friday througb a part of Si4þ that hâd been hit hy American airstrikes.
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AIi, an Iraq analyst and senior fellow at
tlte Institute of Regional and Interna-
tional Studies at the Anerica¡ Universi-
tyof haq.

Iraq a longFtanding ally of the Shäte
dominated kaqi government whose role
has complicated the United States' ef-
fortstoinfluenceeventsintheregion,has
welcomed a larger Russian role in lraq.

A'{ldthe l{ren¡lin appears tobeopento it
Æter the delegation of Iraqi law-

malrers met with Russian offrcials in
Moscow on Ffiday,the Russian Foreign
Ministry issued a statemmt sayingr
"The Iraqi representatives emphasized
their readiness to further strengthening
cooperation between Moscow and
Baghdad on counterterrorism matters,

and ttreynotedthe possibilityfor Russia
to continue its security assistance to the
Iraqigoverilienf '

Omø¡ al- J awoshy and F olíh Høss an
enntributed r eporting fr om Baghdad,
onil Andrøp Kræner from Mosæw.

f ntcrn¡ti onal ¡\cu !l ork @imcs NOVEMBER 14.T5,2015

Iturüsh pesù mergañghtersented¡gSiqþ,Iraç on Fliday, Gurfre tothenoñù siþaled tùat the dtyb¡d not been entirely

cle¿¡ed ot ISIS ñgbters, whoare thougtt to have planted bomb6.

Kurds lead victorious
push against ISIS

SIN.IAR, IRAQ

BYMICHAELR.GORDON
ANDRUKMINICâLLIMACHI

Kurdish and Yazidi fighters retook this
city in northern lraq on FÌiday, the
secorid day of'a major offensive to re.
claim a town that has been under the
brutal domination of tlte Islamic State
for more than 15 months.

The pesh mergaforces of the Kurdish
government advanced to the center of
the devastated city from the east,
passing the rubble of empty houses and
abandoned shoþs witå battered metal

storefronts. Therethey linked up witb a
Kurdish force that had advanced from
the west, including fþhters ùom a sepa-
ratist group basedin Syriaknown bythe
Kurdish abbreviation Y.P.G. and from
the Kurdistan Workers' Party, or P.K.K.

Members of the Yazidi religious
minority, who were raped, enslaved and
killedin large numbers afterthe Islanic
State overran Sinjar in August 2014,

took part in the fight.
Amid deafening bursts of celebratory

gunfire, a Yazidi militia fþhter with a
walrus mustâche,.Edo Qasim Shamo,
proclaimed excitedly that tbe moment
of his people's "tberation" was finally
at hand. But even as he spoke, ex-

changes of gunfre in the northern part
of the city made clear that it had not
been entirely cleared of Islamic State
fighters or the bombs they had planted.

As Kurdish combat engþeers fanned
out to clear a road south of the city of im-
provised explosive devices, the whistle
of an incoming Islamic State mortar
round cor¡ld be heard. It fell short.

An amalgam of Kurdish and Yazidi
forces joined in the assaulq many of
them flying separate.flags. There were
members of the Kurdish group T.eravani
Force, led by Maj. Gen. Aziz Waisi, and
Yazidi members of ttre Kurdish-led pesh
merga But ñghters from an independ-
ent Yazidi militialed by Heydar Shesho
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also joined inthe fight, as didthe Y.P.G.
The attack from the east began on Fri-

day morning when General Waisi's
fighters took down alarge dirtwall they
had erected across Highway 47, which
they had seized a day earlier. They put
up the barrier to protect against Islamic
State car bomb attacks.

By Friday morning the Kurds were
determined to advance. A large bull-
dozer with improvised ãrrmor bolted
around the driver's cab arrived to re-
move the.barrier of eartl¡.

A stream of Kwdish vehicles then
raced toward the city. The columns in-
cluded several.armored personnel car-
riers and Humvees, as well as sport util-
ity vehicles and lþht trucks $'itt¡
machine guns bolted on the back.

Many of the vehicles carried orange
markings to identify them for American
warplanes.

The sþ was azure as tlte attack began,
an encouraging sign for tìe Kurds, who
have depended heavily on American air-
strikes to give them an edge ovèrthe Is-
laûric Ståte. No sound appeared more
welcome tothe pesh mergathan the roar
of an A-10 warplane as it circled over the
cþ before diving low on a strafing run.

General Waisi's initialobjective was a
traffic circle east of the city. As the pesh
merga appioached it, they passed a
mannequin dressed in a uniform, a
marker the Kurds used to identify the
previous line of advance for their com-
rades. After reaching the traffic circle,
they pressed on. American warplaues
have been attacking the Islamic State
for weeks before this offensive and on
Thursday the Americans carried out at
least 30 strikes.

The results were clear. Many houses
and buildings were severely damaged
and entire blocks had been turned into
ûelds ofdebris.

Accordingto one Yazidi fþhter, sever-
alof his fellow fighters were killed when
they went to check on their homes in a
nearby village. But tåat did not stop one

The Yazidis, a minorig whose
members were raped and
killed aftcr ISIS orrcna¡r
Siniar, took part in the fuüt

group of happyYazidis from doing ttre
same, driving east on,Highway 47 to spy
from a safe distance on tlre homes on the
outskirts of Sinjar they hope to return
to. After looking longingly from their ve-
hicles for a few moments, they turned
aroundand s@ away-

A German filmmaker who was on the
front line with the P.K.K. fighters enter-
ing from tlte west said they faced almost
no fightfrom the Islamic St¿te.

"There was no resistance. I mean
zero," said the filmmaker, Carsten
Stormer.

"We ran down the hill, like in a raid,
and the whole time I saw just one dead
Daesh figbter," he said, using the Arabic

acronym for the Islamic State. In his sec-
tionof thefighting,he said,the P.K.K. ar-
rived first, followedbythe pesh merga

Before taking tåe city, P.trLIC and pesh
merga officials said, they intercepted
radio traffrc from Islamic State fuhters
suggesting that their forces were flee-
ing. The officials said they had heard tlte
voice of an Islamic State leader berating
his fighters, warning that deserters
would be beheaded.

The militaryleader of the P.ILK., who
goes by the nom de guerre Agit Kalari,
said his forces had taken back the Sinjar
mayor's ofüce, otler administrative of-
ñces, a major grain silo and the general
hospital, as well as several neighbor-
hoods inside the city. "At 6 am. w€ were
in Sinjar," he said inside a roomfortified
with sandbags, on t¡e first line of de-
fense inside the.city. "We went in four
hours before the pesh merga After we
liberated the city, the pesh merga drove
up, inside their Toyota HiluxesJ'

Ap€sù m€rgasoldierraishgalÍrdishf,agovera mainintersectiononthe east side of Sinjû
on Friday.Anericanwarphnesbitlslanic State pmitions thereat leastillltimes on'Thursday.

lntcrn¡tional lieiu ll ork @inres NOVEMBER13,2OIS

E.l.J. nears
Turkey deal
to help stem
migrant flow
VALLETTA, MALÎA

Bloc offers $3.2 billion
and invites Erdogan
to Brussels summit

the European Union stepped closer on
Thwsday to a deal with Ibrkey that
would represent its most ambitious step
yet in trying to regulate the flow of mi-
grants to tl¡e Continent

At the end of a tweday summit meet-
ing on Malta, European Union officials
said they had agreed to offer Tirkey 3

billion euros, or about $3.2 billion, over
the next trvo years to help the country
cope with the more than two million
Syrian refugees who have sought
refugeinTlrrkey.

The leaders also agreed to offer Pres-
ident Recep layytp Erdogan of Ttrrkey
an invit¿tion to a summit meeting in
Brussels with the bloc's 28 leaders to
discuss a range of issues that could in-
dude the countryb long-stalled bid to
join the European Union as well as ef-
fortsto help curb migration.

Many of the migrants'mat<ing ttreir
way from Syria lraq, Æghanistan ar¡d

other nations to Western Europe come
through.Tìrrkey. Reaching an accord with
Mr. Erdogan and the Tl¡rkish govern-
ment is widely seen as vital to reducing
tlrc flov¡ of people through the Balkans
and eventuallyto Germany, Sweden and
other rich countries in Europe'snorth.

Wittr the crisis showing little sign of
abating, Donald Tlrsk, the president of
the European Council, the body repre-
senting European Union leaders, said
failure to secure tlre bloc's external bor-
ders could tear apart a flagship policy of
allowing free movement of people
across most of the ContinenL

But dealings with Ttrrkey have been
complicated by unease among Euro-
peanleaders aboutwhat they see as re-
pressive actions in Tbrkey under Mr.
Erdogan against dissent and fteedom of
speech, and they have been reluctant to
grant him any concessions in his drive
to accelerate membership in the bloc.BYJAMESKANTER
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The needfor Europetolimitthe num-
ber of people leaving Tbrkey for the
Continent, however, has grven Mr. Er-
dogan an opening for a dealin which he
would help to provide better conditions
for refugees in Tlrkey in return for
closer relations with Brussels.

Jean-Claude Juncker, the president of
the European Commission, said the €3
billion in funding would not be "money
to be given to T[rkey, but to help the
Syrian refugees in Tlrrkey."

Mr. Erdogan has repeatedly high-
lighted tìe burdens Tlukey is bearing
by hosting so many people-

The funding, which would indude
€500 million.from a central European
Union budget, should help Europe "con-
clude our negotiations with Ttrrkey at
the special summit," Mr. Juncker said.

Chancellor Angela Merkel of Ger-
many said zummit meetings between
the European Union and Tlrkeyshould
not become a regular evenl

Earlier in the day, Sweden defended
its decision to reintroduce border con-
trols as European Union leaders also
wrapped up an agreement to provide
African nations €1.8 hillion aimed at
speeding the process of sending back to
Africa those people whp do not qualify
for asylum and to discourage others
from attempting therisky journey.

The announcement from Sweden that
it would reintroduce border controls
ca¡¡re late Wednesday after a request
this monih for similar concessions,
already granted to ltalyand Greece, that
would allow the relocation of migrants to
other European countries. Prime Minis-
ter Stefan Lofven of Swedenframed tlte
issue as a temporary meazure by his
çountry to maintain order. But tlte new
controls represent another setlack to a
flagship European Union policy of allow-
ir¡g free movement of people across
most of tl¡e bloc's ùternalborders.

Germany has warned tùat it may not
be able to accept some migrants over
the longterm and said that itwill take a
stricter approach to admitting relatives
of refugees.

On Wednesday, Slovenia began erect-
ing a razor-wire fence along its border
with Croatia, and Finland said this week.
that it was no longer able to provide new
arrivals with "as higfrquåIity reception
services as before."

Mr. Ti¡sk, the European Council pres-
ident, said earlier on Thursday tåat
passport-free travel across the Schen-
gen area could soon be cuçtailed.

"The recent developments in Ger-
many, in Sweden, in Slovenia and in oth-
er countries all show with utrnost clarity
the huge pressure member states are
facing," he said, "I havenodoubtwithout
effective control of our external borders,
tlre Schengen rules will not survive."

haunted by its ghostsTürk
Roger
Gohen

ey

T
DIYARBAI(¡R, ÎURKEY "We dort't want
T[rkey to become Syria or Diyarbakir
to become Aleppo."

Those were the words of Tahir Elci,
tåe president of the Diyarbakir Bar As-
spciation when I spoke to him after tlte
recent Tl¡rkish election here in this
troubled cþ of strong Kurdish national
sentiment. On the night of the voteti¡es
smoldered and the tear-gas-heavy air
stung. In tl¡e center of the old city,
rubble and walls pockmarked with bul-
let holes attest to the violence as police
confront restive Kurds.

Elciwas detained last month for a
day and ahalf after sayingin atelevi-
sion interview tltat the Kurdistan
\l/orkers Party, or P.K.K., was not a.
"terroristorganization" but "an armed
political organization which has large
local support." An indicanent has been
brought against himthat seeks aprison
sentence of more than seven years: The
P.K.K. is desigrrated aterrorist organi-
zation by Tlrrkey, the European Union
and the United States.

"For a few words aboutthe P.K.K., in
which I said some of its operations
were terrorist but it was not itself a ter-
rorist organization, there is alynching
campaign agàinst me," Elci told me.
"Yet there is no strategy among the
Ttrrkish secwityforces against the Is-
lamic State, no real mobilization. If ISIS
were treated likethe P.K.K., it would be
verydifferent.

As G-20leaders prepare to gâther in
Ttrkey next weeþ the fissures in the
fabric ofa polarized society are more
marKeo rnan aI any ume m tne cozen
years that President Recep Tâyyip Er-
dogan has held power. His initial push,
as prime minister,to oversee aneraof
neeOttoman opening both to Tlrrkey's
neþhbors and to minorities within the
country has collapsed in violence.

tn the place of dialogue with historic
enemies of the unitary Türkish state
forged in 1923 by MustafaKemalAtaturk
has come the inðreasingly authoritarian
assertion of a new brand of Sunni reli-
gious nationalisn¡ the replacement for
Ataturk's secr¡lar nationálisrn Erdogan,
the representative of Tlrkey's religious
conservatives, had sought to portray

Ataturk'sfiercely sec-

E¡do,can ular state as a "par-
,.*ri".t enthesis"; insteadhe

^., - , hasoometorænactffii* äH,:jy,""iffi;",question notleastitsvenera-
stra¡nsTurk- tionofoneman.
ish-American Tlükeyisnot¿ibout
relatiois. tobecomesyria-in-

deedithasshown re-
markable generosity

and resilience in absorbing more than
ûro million Syrianrefugees - but some
of the lame actors are present, including

the Kurds and ISIS. So, too, is violence.
The Kurdish question has boiled up

again in acute form. Kurdish militias loy-
al to the imprisoned P.K.K. leader, Ab-
dullah0calan, have talren control of a
wide area of northern Syria that they call
Rojava, defeating Islamic State. Kurdish
peshmergaforces are fþhting side by
sidewiththe United States against ISIS
in lraq. YoungKurdshere inthe Diyar-
bakir areahave tried to set up auton$ .

mous areas witåin cities, only to be
crushed"All Il¡rds at some levelwant
tåe state denied them when the Ottoman
Empire brot<e up. They may settle for
autonomy but adream persists.

"I want autonomy, non-assimilation,
the ability to use our language in our
dailylives, and recognition of Kurdish
as an ofñcialsecondlanguage in Kurd-
ish-majority areas,'l Elci said.'

The emergence of Kurds as Amer-
ica's Iraqi and Syrian allies against ISIS
has complicated the critical Ti¡rkish-
American relationship. President
Obama probably needs Erdogan more
than Erdogan needs him, a fact that lim-
its American leverage. Still, renewed
Tl¡¡kish-Kurdish negotiation and re4l
Ti¡rkish commitment against ISIS are
paramount American interests. The im-
pression with Erdogan has been: better
a Sunni Isla¡nist fanatic than a Kurd.

Tlrrkeyis at a crossroads. The mod-
ern state was born tlrough military
prowess and aferocious act of wlll. Ata-
turk lorged aWesternized nation stâte
ftom tåe many-shaded ruins of the Ot-
¡9¡¡¡¿¡1 lr.mpire. His creation involved
an atempt to excise other peoples and
identities - be they Kurdish, Armeni-
an, Greek orAlevi- inthename of the
newnation-

But Ottoman diversity, thefruit of
many centuries, could not be subsumed
into Tt¡rkish nationhood overnight. Tirr-
key remains haunted by its ghòsts.

The reverberations from T[rkey's
troubled birth and the years preceding
it persist. The l9l5 Armenian genocide
remains unacknowledged by Tiukey
even though Germany's president, in
this centennial year, spoke of German
complicity. Joachim Gauck said: "We
Germans collectively still have to come
to terms with the past, namely when it
comes to sharedresponsibility and per-
haps even complicþinthe geno'cide of
tl¡eArmenians."

It is for Tirrkey to answer how Ger-
manycould be complicit in acrimethat
didnotexist.

Just how sensitive these issues re-
mainwas evident in t¡e electoral cam-
paign. Amongthe slogans of the A.K.P.,
as Erdogan's Justice and Deveþment
party is known, was: "One Nation, One
FlaB. One State." The insistence on one-
ness reflected a reality of fracture. Set-
tling lle Armenian dispute and reaching
anegotiated settlement with the Kurds
must be central Tirrkish goals before the
centennial in 2023 of Ataturk's state.

)

M



Reaue de Presse-Press Reaiew-Berheuokn Çapê-Riaista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensø-Basin Ozeti

Kurdish capture of Sinjair just t
start on beating Islamic State

By Mitchell Prothero / SINJAR, lraq / November 13, 2015
wwwmcclatchydc.com

Eor the first time ¡n more than a year, Sinjar was free Friday from the
I lslamic State, whose fighters fled a combined onslaught of American
air power and Kurdish ground troops.

But hundreds of the city's former residents who rushed to Sinjar's
outskirts in hopes of seeing their homes once aga¡n were barred from
entry, as the new Kurdish occupiers worried about the hundreds of ¡mpro-
vised explosive devices that the lslamic State fighters had left behind.

For reporters allowed in briefly with Kurdish troops, the force of coali-
tion air power was apparent throughout the streets of Sinjar. More than
250 airstrikes had hit lslamic State pos¡tions in the city over the last
month. Shops, homes and hospitals lay in ruins.

lslamic State forces were nowhere in evidence, and if there ever had
been 600 extrem¡st fighters in the town, they had slipped out without
mounting much of a defense. By dawn Friday, only a handful of sn¡pers
and aspiring suicide bombers remained to greet the official forces of
lraq's Kurdistan Regional Government and guenillas from the Kurdistan
Workers Party - the infamous PKK that Turkey considers a terrorist group

- when they took control of the city.
It was a rare victory in the battle against the lslamic State ¡n lraq, and

it represented the closing of a circle. lt was the capture of Sinjar, and the
plight of the thousands of Yazid¡s who'd fled into the nearby hills to
escape the lslam¡c State, that prompted President Barack Obama to
order the start of the American bombing campaign.

Coupled with word from Washington that a U.S. drone strike likely
had killed the black-garbed British jihadist who'd beheaded Americans
James Foley and Steven Sotloff in grisly videos, it was also a needed
boost for Obama's flailing policy of keeping American ground troops out
of the anti-lslamic State campaign, which critics have called ill-conceived
and ineffective.

Yazidi militiø fighters u¡ølkeil through the ruins of Siniar
Friilay after Kurilish troops liberøted it lrom the Islamic State.

Mìtchell Prothero McCløtchy

Kurdish President Masoud Børzøni (center) inspects the liberøted
city of Sinjar. Batzøni søid thøt only the Kurdish flag zaoulil fly

ooer the city. Mitchell Prothero McCløtchy

it could be months before technicians would be able to neutral¡ze the
improvised bombs, mines and unexploded coalition munitions that cover
the devastated city and nearby v¡llages.

Other uncomfortable questions also loom in the coming months. lraqi
Kurdistan's president, Masoud Barzani, made a dramatic appearance on
the outskirts of the town, where he held a news conference and declared
that Sinjar would henceforth be considered a part of the Kurdistan
Regional Government's area of control. lt was a warning to the PKK that
it would not be allowed to rule here and a stunning slap at the lraq¡ cen-
tral government in Baghdad, which until the lslamic State's capture of the
town in August 2014 had been the authority here.

"Only the flag of the Kurdish Reg¡onal Government will fly over
Sinjar," Barzani said through microphones placed on a wall of sandbags,
with Sinjar still burning in the distance.

Jhe operation, which had been delayed as Barzani's peshmerga
I troops and the PKK and its allies bickered over who would take the

lead and the credit for the success, had been delayed for weeks as poli-
tical discussions took precedence over military preparations.

But on Friday there was little evidence of tension between the
Kurdish factions on Sinjar's rubble-strewn streets. Flags of all +

Only the flag of the Kurdish Regional
Government will fly over Sinjar.

Masoud Barzani, KRG president

"lSlL defeated and on the run," the Kurdistan regional security coun-
cil said in a tweet, using an acronym for the lslamic State.

/\ lmost as soon as the Kurdish government declared the town secure
Flat 10:20 a.m. local time, hundreds of displaced Yazidis who've been
living in refugee camps nearby began pushing to return home. The pesh-
merga fighters closed the roads to block the human flood, explaining that

The mountains øround Sinjar øre considered holy to theYøzidis.
Mitchell Prothero McCløtchy
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+ factions flew from destroyed buildings, and fighters often assumed
to be bitter rivals mingled happily in the badly damaged city.

"This is my c¡ty and it has been returned to us," said one res¡dent who
described himself as the unofficial mayor of the town, claiming allegiance
to the PKK. "Daash might have come from America, but America and the
Kurds have removed it," he added, alluding to the lslamic States'roots as
al Qaida ¡n lraq, the group that formed to combat the U.S. occupat¡on of
lraq in 2003.

Obama and h¡s bombs, the Kurds and their
courage, and the Yazidis and their dignity

freed Siniar.
Hajj Mohammed, Yazidi farmer

"Obama and his bombs, the Kurds and their courage, and the Yazidis
and their d¡gnity freed Sinjar," said a local Yaz¡d¡ farmer who identified
himself as Hajj Mohammed and who had arrived at the scene carrying a

World War ll-era r¡fle. "We will now destroy Daash from the entire world,"
he pledged, using a common Arabic term for the lslam¡c State.

f,larzani, too, saw the capture of Sinjar as just a step in the campa¡gn
lJagainst the lslam¡c State. "The liberation of Sinjar will have a big
impact on liberating Mosul," he said, referring to the northern lraqi city
whose fall to the lslamic State in June 20'14 set off the extremists'ons-
laught across northern and cenlral lraq.

Ending lslamic State control elsewhere still is an uncertain goal for
the future. The group controls the major Sunni Muslim cities of Ramadi
and Fallujah in Anbar, lraq's largest province, as well as Mosul and Tal
Afar, just miles from Sinjar but with large Arab Sunni populations, much
more challenging objectives than Sinjar.

Kurdish forces got a taste of what might be expected from a cam-
pa¡gn to free those places on Thursday, when a push toward Tal Afar was
met with mortar fire, snipers and at least five attempted suicide bombers,
far stronger defenses than anything attempted to hold Sinjar. r

Prothero ¡s a McClatchy special correspondent. @mitchprothero

November 13,2015

President Bazani: only
Kurdish flag w¡ll fly over
Shingal; thanks US

President Børzøni speøking to reporters in ShingøL. Rudaw photo,

-
Kurdish Peshmerga fighter in Sinjar

rudaw.net - 1311112015

Dres¡dent Barzani speaking to
I reporters in Shingal. Rudaw
photo.

President Barzani speaking to
reporters in Shingal. Rudaw photo.

SHINGAL, Kurdistan Region -
Vowing that "no other flag will rise
in Sinjar (Shingal)," Kurdistan
Region President Masoud Barzani
declared the town liberated from
lSlS Friday, and congratulated
Yezidi Kurds on the vic{ory.

"Sinjar is liberated by the
Peshmerga. I congratulate the peo-
ple of Kurdistan, especially the
Yezidis," Barzani said in the town

overtaken by the lslamic State in
August last yeat, and which
became a symbol of lSlS ahocities.

"We delivered on our pledge to
liberate Sinjar," Barzani declared.

ln response to a question by
Rudaw about the participation of
other Kurdish forces such as the
Peoples Protect¡on Units (YPG)
from Syria in the Shingal operation,
Barzani underscored that the
Kurdish Yezidi town was liberated
only by the Peshmerga

"Aside from the Kurdistan flag,
we do not accept eny other flag
rising over Sinjar," he vowed.

"Th¡s was a Peshmerga-led
operation," Barzani said, confirming
earlier statements by the Pentagon,

Smoke rises from the site of U.S.-led øir strikes in the Kurdish

!::i.ü..!.".v.::..s.[.]!t:ist:.!.Is.!:.:.A3.......................

which said that US advisers on the "Sinjar is very important
ground were work¡ng with the because ¡t has become a symbol of
Peshmerga to direct fire by the US the injustice against the people of
and coalition forces. Kurdistan," Barzani reminded the

"l thank you Amer¡ca and the world. r
Kurdish people," the president said.
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Nc 3359 semð¡ne ou l8 au 24 novembre 2015

Paris dans
la poudnere synenne

oor

Malgré ses limites et ses
déconvenues, la politigue
extérieure de la France
suffit-elle à expliquer
que le pays devienne la
cible de I'hyperterrorlsme
de Daech? Décryptage
d'une partie diplomatique
aux allures de piège.

Par Chrl¡tl¡n t¡krrl¡n

< Face à la guerre, le pays doit prendre
les décisions appropriées >>. Par I'emploi
de ces mots, prononcés le lendemain
des attentats du vendredi 13 novembre,
François Hollande a justifié les opéra-
tions militaires en cours, mais aussi an-
noncé une gradation dans I'engagement
de la France contre les djihadistes qui
commanditent leurs crimes à partir de
la Syrie et de l'Irak. Une fermeté des-
tinée à dissiper tout flottement ou toute
polémique, particulièrement malvenue
dans ces circonstances dramatiques,
face à I'ampleur de I'attaque qui a en-
sanglanté Paris au-delà des scénarios
envisagés. François Hollande a immé-
diatement saisi I'ampleur sans précé-
dent de lhyperterrorisme déshumanisé,

pompiers

devant le bar Le Carillon, rue Alibert,
dans le X. arrondissement, où l5 personnes

au moins ont perdu la vie.

comme le confirmera le glaçant com-
muniqué de I'Etat islamique (Daech)
évoquant, comme un ricanement, << des
endroits choisis minutieusement à

I'avance au cæur de la capitale fran-
çaise >.Avant de rnouri¡ un des auteurs
du massacre du Bataclan a mis en cause
le président de la République et la pré-
sence des forces françaises en Syrie...
La politique de la France dans le

confl it syrien traverse depuis plusieurs
mois une phase critique,dans laquelle
I'absence de résultats probants contre
I'Etat islamique - en dépit des revers

En couverture rlútenta,ts

de Damas, le 7 novembre.

que subit ce dernier, notamment face
aux Kurdes (voir I'encadré ci-dessou.s)

- sème un doute grandissant. Le mo-
ment choisi par les terroristes pour un
carnage d'une telle envergure n'est
donc pas seulement lié au rythme de
la vie de la société française (le match
France-Allemagne ; le vendredi,soirée
de sortie) à des fins de carnage absolu;
il est aussi le résultat d'un calcul d'op-
portunité en raison de la situation spé-
cifique dans laquelle se trouve la France
à l'égard de la guerre de Syrie.A cer-
tains égardq tributaire de la politique ...

DES FRANçAIS AUX CÔTÉS DES PESHMERGAS

Rendez-vous était pris le vendredi
13 novembre, le jour des atfenfats, dans

un box des environs de Fontainebleau,
<< Gekko >> y retrouvaif ses quafre compa'
gnons, tous des anciens de << groupemenfs

de commandos ou de forces spéciales >>,

pour récupérerie << matériel >>: des gíefs
pare-ôalleg, deslumeles à vislbn nocturnq
des GPS... [e petit qroupe s'envo/era ceúfe

semarne vers le Kurdistan irakien pour
former les peshrnergas contre Daeclr, sur
la liqne de front. Une initiative qu'a prise

Gekko en juin dernier en réaction << aux
massacres, aux viols, aux décapitations >>,

<< Nous ne sommespas /åpournous venger

d'une religion >>, tient à précìser le gaillard

d'<< un peu plus de 25 ans;> qui évoque
des << valeurs d'humanisme >> et qui indique

ne pasêtre payé.<< C'est comme un méde-

cin qui faìt de l'humanitaire. llvoit qu'il a
la compétence ef ne veuf pas resfer dans
son sa/on. >> Mais, promet Gekko, << nous
serons derrière /es pesñrnergas, pas
devant >, commeill'a déjà fait << avec I'ar-
mée afghane >>. Ce gui n'empêche pas

Gekkode taisser une lettre à unepersonne
de confiance avant de partir, Au cas où.
Finalement, admet-4 << cornme lesleunes
Fnnçais radiaßés de Daech, nous somrnes

des gens qu¡partons, hors d'une structure
étatìque. Mais c'est pour défendre une
cause que Iþn croit autrement plus juste >>.
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En couverturel4llg!4ooo ¿1¡f,¡iç¿ine d'engagement lìmité au
Moyen-Orient,la France présente, aux
yeux des terroristes de Daech, les ca-
ractéristiques d'un maillon faible, qu'il
est plus aisé de frapper que d'autres
pays.Après une année de bombarde-
ments contre Daech strictement limités
àl'Irak (ce quifit,en 2014,I'objet d'une
argumentation spécifique), Paris a dé-
cidé, en septembre dernier, d'étendre
son action à la Syrie (avec des argu-
ments plus fragiles en matière de droit
international). On aurait tort de voir
dans cette décision subite la cause ooo

ooo d'une intensification de la guerre
terroriste que I'Etat islamique mène à
la France ; les attentats du 7 janvier se
sont produits bien avant ce contexte.
Mais Paris apparaît comme une proie
idéale au regard de son enfoncement
progressifdans le conflit syrien.

Drch, n cdlffi n dånnsr I'Etttt
La Syrie est un piège géant, dans lequel
même Vladimir Poutine semble main-
tenant être tombé. Ce n'est pas un
conflit comparable à tous ceux qui ont
secoué lespays musulmans du pour-
tour méditerranéen depuis l'éclosion
du printemps arabe,au début de l'an-
née 2011..Dans ce territoire composite,
on ne voit pas seulement un régime
sanguinaire, et sans aucune retenue,
affronter une rébellion hétéroclite qui
a pour dénominateur commun de vou-
loir abattre le tyran. Le cas syrien est
bien plus grave et complexe. Ce qui a
échappé à tous les acteurs occidentaux,
dès I'origine du désastre syrien, le
15 ma¡s 2011, est la dimension très pro-
fondément communautaire de cette
guerre civile, qui est devenue sous nos
regards sceptiques une confrontation
mondiale. En Syrie,on voit les fonda-
tions des fragiles Etats du Moyen-
Orient remonter à la surface et ren-
verser les murs : ce sont des ethnies,
des religions, des langues qui s'affir-
ment les unes au détriment des autres,
dans une absence d'appartenance col-
lective suffisamment forte pour trans-
cender les différences. L'identité des
populations se fonde sur leurs diffé-
rences spécifiques, plus leur apparte-
nance nationale. La Syrie est une vé-
ritable bombe à fragmentation, qui
confirme des fractures sanglantes
(conflit israélo-palestinien) ou annonce
de manière apocalyptique d'autres fis-
surations meurtrières (chiites contre
sunnites,Tirrcs contre Kurdes, etc.). En
clair, le Moyen-Orient se désagrège et
devient un ensemble communautaire
dans lequel les Etats-nations semblent
ne plus avoir leur place. Partant, on ne
peut pas rappræher la Syrie de la Libye
dans la typologie des interventions mi-
litaires des Etats-Unis et de leurs alliés.

l(ËD,'
0UþVIVE Patrouille

...'l¡'lül*Él
au cæur de la capitale.

. i'

14 novembre. [état d'urgence
a été proclamé la veille au soir,

Le Front
ses couleurs à Ariha, le 29 mai.

Parallèlement, avec l'apparition de
I'hyperterrorisme pratiqué par Daech,
qui se présente comme un << califat >>

dévoreur d'Etats, et à cause de I'im-
plication croissante de la Russie, qui
poursuit des intérêts propres,la Syrie
a vu une révolte spontanée contre un
dictateur < classique >> se transformer
en guerre hybride,locale puis interna-
tionale, prototypique d'un xx" siècle
dépourvu de directoire mondial.

François Hollande a pour lui d'avoir

J
rå

été le premier, et le seul, à envisager
une action militaire d'envergure contre
le régime de Damas.A la fin du mois
d'aott 20L3,tout était prêt pour qu'une
opération aérienne française frappe
au cæur les forces de Bachar el-Assad,
qui venaient de se rendre coupable
d'un nouveau crime contre I'humanité
par I'emploi d'armes chimiques contre
des populations civiles. Ce faisant, il a
pris - avec noblesse - un risque exté-
rieur.Barack Obama,qui avait invoqué ooo
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En couverture .{'ttenta,ts

le recours aux armes chimiques comme
une << ligne rouge >> qu'il ne laisserait
pas franchir, a décidé,en dernier délai,
d'en référer au Congrèqtout en sachant
pertinemment qu'il n'obtiendrait pas
de ce dernier l'autorisation d'agir en
$rrie.Ils'en est suivi unecertaine amer-
tume française, Paris ayant gardé I'im-
pression très désagréable d'avoir été
abandonné en cours de route par son
grand allié (sans lequel aucune action
militaire importante ne saurait avoir
lieu). Cet épisode a désarçonné la di-
plomatie française, car agir contre As-
sad, dès 2013, avait le mérite d'être for-
tementcohérent.

DepuigParis assiste,dépité,aux avan-
cées russes - en Syrie et ailleurs I¿ co-
hérence se mue en confusion. Car les
diplomates du Kremlin ont observé
avec une grande attention la reculade
d'Obama. Dans un premier temps,le
talentueux ministre des affaires étran-
gères de PoutingSergueïIawov,a ima-
giné dare-dare,une solution << légale >

d'une grande habileté contre les armes
chimiques dAssad,ce qui a permis au
tyran de gagner encore du temps. Dans
une deuxième séquence, au bout de
quelques mois,le président russe s'est
senti libéré de toute contrainte pour
agir à sa guise en Ukraine - ce qu il n a
pas manqué de faire.Pour la France,il
y a là un enchalnement de cause à effet
- regret que Laurent Fabius a souvent
formulé.

Paris se trouve présentement coincé
entre Washington et Moscou. D'une
part,l'insistance avec laquelle la diplo-
matie française refuse toute participa-
tion de Bachar al-Assad au processus
de discussion diplomatique portant sur
I'issue de la catastrophe syrienne ouwe
un différend iruéductible avec le Krem-
lin, qui favorise I'aggravation de la
guerre en Syrie et qui profite à Daech:
commencer par aborder le sort per-
sonnel du tyran, en faire un préalable
à toute forme de règlement,revient à
bloquer I'ensemble des discussions
puisque les Russes ne veulent rien en-
tendre. C'est pourquoi, depuis le mois
de septembre 20l5,François Hollande
et Laurent Fabius ont esquissé une évo-
lution sur ce point précis; le devenir
dAssad est moins présenté comme un
< préalable )> que comme un aboutis-
sement rapide (avec un terme possible
de six mois pour I'obtention d'un ces-

sez-le-feu). Mais aller plus loin heur-
terait de front la position américaine
et, surtout, éloignerait de la table de
négociations les représentants de l'op-
position syrienne qui n'ont justement
en commun que leur détestation dAs-
sad. Equation en forme d'impasse.

En décidant de bombarder les posi-

de France, le 13 novembre, la police

sécurise le périmètre, pendant que

tions de Daech sur le sol syrien,la
France est passée de leader diploma-
tique, sur le front de l'opposition à As-
sad, à la situation de partenaire des
Etats-Unis. Ce qui I'expose d'autant
plus à la haine des terroristes de Daech.
Pour retrouver un élan dans le dossier
syrien, Paris, après un temps de ooo
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ooo solitude, compte désormais sur
une diplomatie assez compliquée.

Dans lesnégociations deVienne qui
réunissent tous les paysimpliqués dans
le guêpier syrien, dont I'Iran, il s'agit
bien str de contrer les Russes, qui ne
montrent aucune intention réelle de
se débarrasser dAssad,mais aussi d'ai-
der I'opposition syrienne à se montrer
plus crédible qu'elle n'est apparue
jusqu'ici. Ce deuxième objectif reste
une obsession(et une vaste ambition)
française.Il y a schématiquement qua-
tre groupeq en dehors de Daech, qui
combattent le régime de Damas. Les
nationalistes,regroupés au sein de lAr-
mée syrienne libre (ASL), essentiel-
lement issus de I'armée dAssad qu'ils
ont quittée après les atrocités qu'on
leur a demandé de perpétrer;ce sont
eux que la France privilégie comme
partenaires afin d'éviter I'effondre-
ment complet de I'Etat syrien comme
on I'a vu en lrak.Le reste des opposants
se divise en différentes factions isla-
mistes : les Frères musulmans, les sa-
lafistes, les djihadistes (type Jabat Al-
Nora, organisation classée comme
terroriste par I'ONU).A cet ensemble,
il faut encore ajouter les Kurdes, qui
ont leur propre agenda anti-Daech. La
stratégie française consiste à favoriser
le rapprochement entre IASL et les is-
lamistes présentables (à I'exclusion,
évidemment, dAl-Nosra) afin qu'une
alternative àAssad se dessine dans le
cadre des négociations internationales.
l,à encore, c'est une manière de ren-
forcer les concurrents de Daech qui
incite d'autant les assassins du < cali-
fat > à désigner Paris comme cible. Or,
jeu pervers, Sergueï Lavrov reçoit, lui
aussi,les membres de I'opposition sy-
rienne, auxquelles il diffuse un tout
autre message en faisant pression sur
eux pour qu'ils admettent le régime
de Damas comme incontournable.

Prrl¡ dolt Dñrndr. un tournrnt
dan¡ ¡r polltl¡ur utórlourr
En désignant les criminels de masse
qui ont ravagé Paris, le vendredi 13 no-
vembre,sous le collectif d'<< armée des
terroristes >, François Hollande sait
qu'il n'y a rien absolument rien à at-
tendre ni rien de plus à perdre face à
Daech. En qualifiant aussi explicite-
ment I'ennemi, le président prévoit

lllPtlCATl0ll La Syrie. ce piège dans

1 fequel même Vladimir Poutine pourrait

lci, avec Bachar el-Assad,

à Moscou, le 20 octobre.

implicitement une lutte intensifiée, qui
s'apparente en toutpoint àune guerre
asymétrique déclarée. Une intensifi-
cation qui suppose à la fois des moyens
de rétorsion militairement appropriés
à une telle bande de tueurs,mais aussi
une clarification diplomatique indis-
pensable. Après son entrevue avec
François Hollande,le 15 novembre,
Nicolas Sarkozy a enfoncé le clou et
réclamé une < inflexion > dans notre
positionnement au Moyen-Orient :

<< Nous avons besoin de tout lemonde
pour exterminer Daech,et notamment
des Russes. >>

Sans trahir ses fondamentaux, Paris
doit maintenant prendre un tournant
dans sa politique extérieure en raison
dumassacre du L3 novembre.Untour-

En couverture lIútenta,ts UEXPRESS / No 3359 / 18 novembre 2O15

nant inspiré par le principe d'efficacité.
C'est le défi qui s'impose à François
Hollande dans la dernière partie de
son mandat:laFrance doit àlafois in-
tensifier les coups portés à Daech et
orienter sa diplomatie vers I'obligation
de résultat, dans un positionnement
moins contraignant, ce qui suppose à
l'évidence de travailler à un meilleur
niveau de dialogue avec la Russie. Le
président sera jugé sur sa capacité à
sortir du blocage actuel.

Mais une réorientation de la politique
étrangère suffira-t-elle à répondre à
I'hyperterrorisme ? Comme le résume
fort justement le spécialiste de géopo-
litique François Heisbourg, qui vient
de publier un livre où il est fortement
question de terrorisme, Secrètes His'
roires (Stock), << nous n'avons pas seu-
lement un problème en Syrie, nous
avons aussi un problème en France >>.

C'est en effet au cæur de la société fran-

çaise etde ses contradictions que réside
une part essentielle de ce drame à ré-

pétition.Aucun bombardement aérien
de la Syrie, ni aucune opération spéciale
pour mettre hors d'état de nuire les in-
frastructures de Daech, ou même un
de ses chefs, ne suffira à éteindre la
flamme infernale du terrorisme djiha-
diste occidental.Aucune manæuvre di-
plomatique internationale ne répondra
au défi crucial de nos sociétés multi-
culturelleg qui se résume à une question
déchirante : pourquoi et comment des
jeunes nés sur le sol français, instruits
dans la langue et la culture françaises,
peuvent-ils se retourner avec autant
de haine contre leur pays ? Pour que
I'expérience des armes en Syrie et
I'odeur de sang du djihad leur offrent
I'aventure de leur vie, faut-il que la
mort soit déjà au-dedans d'eux. o c. H.

Le Moyen'Or¡ent se désagrège et devient un ensemble communauta¡re
dans leguel les Etats-nat¡ons semblent ne plus avo¡r lesr place
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Syfle, lrdk: leiclelr du contlit

Un fléau qu¡vient de loin
G'est en Syric ct cn lrak, lieux dc rivalltós géopolltiqucs
tenaces, quc s'aguerrissent lcs djlhadlstes.
En cinq thòmcs-clefs, rctour sur ccs enjeux régionaux.

Par Vlncc¡rt llu¡rux

au fil des mois Ecæurés par les querelles
de chefqplus familiers des palaces stam-
bouliotes que des rigueurs de la guérilla,
maints combattants rallient les milices
islamistes, dont la pugnacité,le < pu-
risme > et les arsenaux, richement garniq
séduisent. Tel est le cas du Front al-
Nosra, franchise syrienne d?\l-Qaeda.
Iæs palinodies de I'Occident intensifient
cette < djihadisation > de I'insurrection.
En aott 2013, Barack Obama renonce
in extremig et au grand dépit de Paris,
aux raids aériens envisagés en repré-
sailles à I'usage,par les troupes de Da-
mas,d'armes chimiques. De quoi ali-
menter la propagande des boutefeux
de laguerre sainte,prompts à dénoncer
la duplicité des < croisés >.IJirruption
de I'Etat islamique (EI),force militaro-
terroriste sunnite née dans le brasier
irakien, consacre cette dérive maxima-
liste. Daech - tel est son acronyme en
arabe - prétend instaurer un califat au
mépris de frontières tenues pour un
legs colonial impie. Conquise dès
mars 2013,Ia ville de Raqqa (centre)
apparaît comme I'embryon de cette en-
tité. Quant à la prise de Mossoul, dans
le nord de l'Irak, elle consacre la voca-
tion transfrontalière du dessein global.

^l

Si Bachar el-Assad ne règne plus que
surmojns du quart du territoire syrien,
il tient à préserver un simulacre de lé-
gitimité. Pour preuve, sa réélection
<< triomphale > à laprésidence,le 3 juin
2014, au terme d'un scrutin ubuesque,
auquekfontpuparticiperniles 250 000
concitoyens tués depuis2011,ni les mil-
lions de déplacés et de réfugiés échoués
enTürquie, au Liban, en Jordanie, ou
condamnés à s'aventurer sur les che-
mins minés de I'exode européen.

2. Un lrunt mouvtnt
Là est le paradoxe : si Daech - ou ceux
qui s'en réclament - peut ensanglanter
F¿ris et tétaniser la France,la mouvance
djihadiste subit sur le terrain militaire,
en Irak comme en Syrie, des ievers
sþniñcatifsA commencer par la perte
de Sinjar,verrousitué à I'ouest deMos-
soul repris le 13 novembre par les forces
kurdegavec I'appui de I'aviation amé-
ricaine. La veille, une coalition arabo-
kurde avait délogé Daech d'al-Hol,
position stratégique sur I'axe Mossoul-
Raqqa. Si elles n'ont pas I'impact es-
compté, les frappes aériennes opérées
par la coalition internationale que
conduisent les Etats-Unis fragilisent son
ossature, du stock d'armement au site
pétrolier annexé. Autres facteurs d'af-
faiblissement, l'élimination ciblée de ca-
dres etl'engagement résolu de l'Iran et
des miliciens chütes libanais du Hezbol-
lah au côté de Damas De mêmgla frag-
mentation de la nébuleuse islamiste ra-
dicale contraint Daech à crbiser le fer
avec des milices brandissant elles aussi

Par leur ampleur et leur cruauté, les
carnages survenus en cevendredi noir
de novembre tendent à éclþser les res-
sorts géopolitiques d'une crise déclen-
chée voilà près de cinq ans à plus de
3000kilomètres de Paris Or,la tragé-
die qui endeuille la France est indis-
sociable des conflits qui ensanglantent
leMoyen-Orient.

l. Ll¡ r¡cln¡¡ lu n¡l
En mars 2011-,le souffle du < printemps
arabe > gagne la Syrie, tyrannie dynas-
tique aux mains des el-Assad depuis
quatre décennies Inspirées par les pré-
cédents tunisien et ég¡rptien, des foules
juvéniles et pacifiques dénoncent dans
la ¡ue le caporalisme du clan alaouite
- héritier d'une dissidence de I'islam
chiite - au pouvoir. Llaveugle férocité
de la répression, notamment à Deraa
(sud-ouest), radicalise la contestation.
Dès lors,l'ancien pays de Cham sombre
dans le cycle infernal de la violence.
Avec son lot de cessez-le-feu mort-néq
de plans de paix avortés et de confé-
rences genevoises stériles Incarnée par
lArmée syrienne libre, qu'encadrent
des officiers déserteurs, la composante
modérée de la rébellion perd du terrain

È
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IRAK Le 13 novembre, les forces kurdes,

appuyées par I'aviation américaine, ilAH 2 mars 2013 : des français inspectent le

à I'ouest de Mossoul. détruit neufjours tôt lors d'affrontements avec les islamistes du Mujao.

ooo I'aveumêmed'Obama,l'effort n'ad'au-
tre effet que de << contenir I'avancée >>

des troupes de I'IrakienAbou Bakr al-
Baghdadi, dont la capacité de nuisance,
en dehors dupérimètre syro-irakien,pa-
raît intacte. Notamment au Yémen, en
Libygdansle Sinar égyptien et auLiban.
Pour preuve,le double attentat-suicide
perpétré le 12 novembre dans un bastion
du Hezbollah, au sud de Beyrouth.

3. LJ'lnprln dlplometlqur
Après des heures d'âpres tractations,
le sommet du Groupe international de
soutien à la Syrie, assemblage hétéro-
gène de 17 pays, a accouché le 14 no-
vembre, à Vienne (Autriche), de la
< feuille de route > supposée dessiner
les contours d'une transition politique.
Objectifs affichés de cet échéancier r

I'ouverture, avant le 1"'janvier 20L6,
de négociations entre le régime et son
opposition, la conclusion d'un cessez-
le-feu, I'installation au cours du pro-
chain semestre d'un gouvernement in-
térimaire, la rédaction d'une nouvelle
constitution et la tenue dans les dix-
huit mois d'un scrutin présidentiel digne
de ce nom. Scepticisme de rigueur. Car
ceux queWashington,Londres ou Paris
rangentparmiles << opposants > passent,
aux yeux de Moscou et de Téhéran,
pour des < terroristes >. Il y a plus ardu :

s'entendre sur le sort promis à Bachar
el-Assad,hors-jeu pour les uns,acteur
incontournable pour les autres. Com-
ment oublier que ce dernier a ample-
ment contribué à enfanter le monstre
djihadiste, cet ennemi dont il a tant be-
soin pour sauver son assise ? Lui qui a

libéré en 201 L une cohorte de détenus
islamistes, lui qui s'est abstenu d'en-
traver en mai 2015 la ruée de Daech
sur Palmyre, lui enfin dont la troupe et
les sbires ont sur la conscience, ou ce
qui en tientlieu,la descente aux enfers
de la Syrie. Entre I'Oocident et le monde
sunnite d'une part, et le tandem irano-
russe de I'autre,la ligne de fracture pa-
ralt claire. D'autant que les pétrome
narchies du Golfe,Arabie saoudite en
tête,soupçonnées à juste titre de com-
plaisance active envers les phalanges
djihadistes,ont fini par mesurer l'acuité
du péril existentiel que fait peser sur
elles leur version Daech.

4. L'rx. TÕhór¡n-ìloscou
Il faut se rendre à l'évidence : I'Iran et
la Russie ne lâcheront pas Bachar. Du
moins pas avantd'avoir déniché la for-
mule alternative magique de nature à
préserver leuß intérêts.Téhéran ne peut
se passer de son seul allié arabe, relais
vital du soutien fourni au Parti de Dieu
libanais, créé en 1982 par la théocratie
persane. << Nous connaissons les limites
d'el-Assad,confie undiplomate iranien
de haut rang. Mais nous soutenons la Sy-
rie parce qu'elle défend le Hezbollah.
Point final. > Du côté de Moscou,l'am-
bition impériale de Vladimir Poutine,
qui ne se sent < pas le droit > d'enjoindre
à son protégé de lâcher son sceptre,im-
pose au Kremlin de choyer sa tête de
pont militaire et politique régionale.
D'où l'ambiguïté de I'engagement de
I'armée de I'air russe,plus encline à frap-
per les rebelles réputés < modérés > que
les colonnes etles QG de Daech. Dopée

par I'irruption aérienne et terrestre de
son parrain,l'armée de Damagpourtant
en piètre état, a enregistré plusieun suc-
cès aux alentours dAlep. Le vent tour-
nerait-il ? Pas si vite : lors de la même sé-
quence,les forces de Bachar ont perdu
les villages investis à grand-peine dans
le secteur de Hama (ouest).

5. Lr Frrnce, Glbl.ldÕrh
Paris peut bien, s'agissant du devenir
dAssad, camper sur une ligne intransi-
geante. Sa fermeté ne lui vaut aucune
indulgence chez les stratèges de Daech.
A leurs yeux, la patrie de Voltaire col-
lectionne les péchés inexpiablesA com-
mencer par son implication dans le
combat anti-djihad en Irak dès septem-
bre 2014,puis en Syrie un an plus tard,
mais aussi au Mali comme au Nigeria.
Après avoir visé, en territoire syrien,
des centres d'entraînement, les Rafale
et les Mirage frappent des installations
pétrolières et gazières, précieuses
sources de revenusllenvoi << surzone >>

du porte-avions Charles-de-Gaulle aura
en outre pour effet de doubler I'effectif
des chasseurs-bombardiers basés aux
Emirats et en Jordanie. L'Histoire
retiendra que c'est devant le député
Thierry Mariani (les Républicains),
figure de proue d'une délégation ac-
courue à Damas pour y louanger << I'ef-
ficacité > de I'intervention russe, que
Bachar el-Assad a signifié en ces termes
la compassion que lui inspire le deuil
d'une nation: < Les politiques erronées
de la France dans la région ont contribué
à I'essor du terrorisme. > En clair :Vous
rt'avez que ce que vous méritez... . v. H.
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* Kurdistan needs cash to fight Islamic State
* Says sales to continue unless it gets pnoperbudget
* Some to countries are nowbuyingKurdishoil
November 17,2015 - By Dmitry Zhdannikov (Reuters)

LONDON, Iraq's semi-autonomous region of Kurdistan has fur the
first time detailed its secretive oil exports operatiorrs and said it
plans to sell more, whether Baghdad likes it or not' as it needs
moneyto surwive and fight Islamic State.

The region's ministèr for natural resources, Ashti Hawrami, said that to
avoid detection oil was often funneled through Israel, transferred directly
between ships offthe coast of Malta, and decoy ships used to make it harder
for Baghdad to track.

Ktudistan says it had been forced to bypass Baghdad and begin exporting oil
directly because the latter reftsed to respect budgets in zor4 and zor5' The
current andformer Iraqi central govenrments have both saidthe Kurds have
failed to respect deals to transfer agreed volumes of oil to Baghdad.

Kurdistan is entitled to 17 percent of Iraqi's overall budget, and argued it
needed stable revenues to payits bills, support over a million of refugees flee-
ing the war in Syria and Iraq finance its Peshmerga army fighting against
Islamist militants.
Kurdistan is exporting over Soo,ooo barrels per dav ftpd) of oil - or every
seventh barrel of OPEC's second largest exporter - and believes that Baghdad
has now accepted, at least in part, direct Kurdish exports going to ¿ß many
as to countries.

"Effectively, we have been financially discriminated against for a long time'
By early zot4, when we did not receive the budget, we decided we need to
start thinking about independent oil sales," Hawrami told Reuters.

With new pþlines completed, the Kurdistan Regional Govemment (KRG)
still needed to find buyers for its oil, etrectively one large tanker every two
da¡a.

Most customerc were scared of touching it with Baghdad threatening to sue

any buyer. large oil companies - including E¡o<on Mobil and BP - have bil-
lions of dollars worth ofjoint projects with Baghdad-

'"Ihe scale was huge. And it was a totally new game for us. Buyers wanted the
KRGto lease its own crudecargo ships. We lcrewnothing abouttheshipping
or sea transportation industry," said Hawrami.

The KRG engaged a veteran oil trader, Murtaza lakhani, who worked for
Glencore in Iraq in the zooos, to assist finding ships.

"He knew exactly who would and who wouldn't deal with us. He opened the
doors to r¡s and identified willing shipping companies to work with us," said
Hawrami.
Hawrami sa¡a it is premature to disclose the names of traders, shippers and
buyers of Kurdish oil. l¿khani also declined to comment on the names of
buyers and shippers.

Iraq has filed a lawsuit against Greek shipping company Marine
Management Services for its role in Kwdish exports. Ma¡ket sources have

said several trading houses including Trafigura and t/itol have dealt with
Kurdish oil. Both Trafigura and Vitol decìined to comment on their role in oil
sales.

Some buyers took tanke$ to Ashkelon, Israel, where it was loaded into stor-
age facilities to be resold laterto buyers in Europe. Kurdish oil was also sold
offshore Malta via shipto-ship transfers helping disguise the final buyers
and thus protect them from th¡eats from Iraqi state firm SOMO.

It was a high stakes game. A ship would dock off Malta waiting for another
to arrive to take a cargo to a final destination. Sometimes two ships would be
sent - one sailing off empty and another full - to complicate cargo tracking'

"Everyone suddenly became a ship tracking expert. So we had to raise our
game too ... But one thing was proven correct - when oil is out, it flows," said
Hawrami.
The region plans to increase exports to as much as r million barrels and
wants alsoto become asigrificant gas exporter, which would put it firmlyon
the global energy map.

BUDGETDISPUTE
Disputes over budget have been at the centre of deveþments of the past two
years.

How Kurdistan b5'passed Baghdad
and sold oil on global markets

'We simply cannot afford returning to the old arrangements with Baghdad
and widening the financial gap again," Hawrami said.

"We would accept a real budget that Baghdad can commit to without condi-
tions, but we don't want to be part of a theoretical budget which isn't worth
the paper it is written on," he added.

Hawrami says the zor4 Iraqi state budget required Kurdistan to export

4oo,ooo bpd of oil - which was simply technically non-feasible at the time
dueto alackof export routes andpipelines.

Kurdistan received $Soo million in state budget allocations in January 2o4
instead of $r.o billion-$r.z billion foreseen bythe state budget andthen from
February budget transfers were cut further and then stopped by March zor4.

"Baghdad demanded oil we didnt have. Our delegation led by prime minis-
ter Nechervan Banani went to Baghdadtotrytofind out what was going on.

But they were not interested in hearing our argr¡ments and continued with
their decision to cut our budget," he said.

"So we had to get our act together and speed up the completion of pipelines'
By May zor4 the basic infrastructure was completed and we were readyfor
independent sales."

By the time the new pipeline from Kurdistan to the Turkish Mediterranean
coast, replacingthe old Saddam-era link, was ready, the region was effective-
ly broke.

It had limited cash, it was falling behind with salary payments to state

employees including the army - just when Islamic State seized large parts of
central Iraq and ofKurdistan itself.

The region was hundreds of millions of dollars in arrears to companies such

as Genel and DNO, which have been developing fields in Kurdistan.

Gradually, buyers and traders started using their own ships for Kwdish oil
but Baghdad filed a court case in tåe United States threatening to sue any-
one who touched it.

A cargo was stuck in the United States for several months before sailing back
to Europe and being resold there. Since then no Kurdistan oil has crossed the
Atlantic.
Another cargo was stranded in Morocco. SOMO also sent wamings to all
major clients in Europe and Asia.

"looking baclç the whole of 2014 w¿ts a huge success as we only had two
ships in difñcuþ- oneinthe U.S. andonein Morocco... Wemanagedtofin-
ishthe year (zor4) with only one month of sala¡ies behind," said Hawrami'

'"That was a pretly extraordinary achievement as we had ISIS attacking orrr
soil, over a million of Syrian refugees and displaced lraqis. All of that burden
came and we hadnt seen a cent from Baghdad".

Independent oil sales in zor4 allowed Kurdisan to borrow about $3 billion
including from Türkey and trading houses.

"We had a remarkable change in relations with Tirkey. It has been very
strategic and they have been incredibly supportive," Hawrami said.

"ECONOMIC INDEPENDENCEII
Hopes of better ties emerged at the end of last year after a new government
hdþUaider al-ebadi cameto power in Baghdadinsteadof Nouri al-Maliki.

"It was a new atmosphere. We hoped it would allow tts to put our differences
behind us," said Hawrami.

In December zor4, Baghdad and Erbil signed a deal under which Kurdistan
would transfer some average SSo,ooo bpd to Iraqi state oil firm SOMO over
the course of zor5 while receiving 17 percent of Iraqi budget or over $r.r bil-
lion a month.
The deal began to unravel almost immediately. Baghdad said Erbil was not
transferring the agreed volumes and sent only $zoo million in January
instead of $r.r billion. Between January and by June it transferred around
$z billion in total to Erbil - less than 40 percent of what the Kurds had
expected.

"In February zor5, we went again to Baghdad onlyto discover that they have

thrown their budget out of the window and were simply working with cash

in hand. We told them that our state salaries constitute some $75o million -
half of this to security and Peshmerga - so how could we live on just a third
of our budget?"

"But they told trs - cash in hand is all we have because of the collapse in oil
prices and inabitity to fill the deficit in the budget. By March, we came to a
conch:sion that we had no option but to start independent oil sales again". L)
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L) Baghdad is firm in asserting it is abiding bythe constitution.
'The partythat did not abide bythe text ofthe agreement is the regional gov-
emment and not the federal government," said Saad al Hadithi, spokesman
for Prime Minister Haider al-ebadi.
"We had hoped the agreement that was made a year ago was the beginning
of a new stage of cooperation and coordination, but unfortunately what hap-
pened is that the regional government did not export the agreed upon
amount to SOMO," Hadithi said.

Hawrami says as of November zor5 the number of countries taking Kurdish
barrels has risen to around ro, declining to name them. Reuterc has report-
ed Kurdish oil making it to countries such as Israel and Hungary.

Independent sales have been allowing the KRG to generate some $Boo mil-
lion-$85o million a month from July to enable it to pay salaries and ongoing
costs to oil companies like Genel.

However, the crash in oil prices since zor4 meant the gap in finances was
much more difñcult to close.

As of November, the country is still three months behind with salary pay-

ments but Hawrami says he is hopingto close the gap bypushing production
up in zo16 while also looking to sell some assets and infrastructure to raise
liquidity.
As of today, the KRG still owes $3 billion to its 2014 lenders bt¡t Hawrami
says he hopes it could be paid back or at least sþificantly reduced over the
course ofzo16.
Another taskwould be a meaningful cut of state spending such as fuel sub.
sidies in zo16 and an attempt to increase non oil revenues. Hawrami says he
is seeing early signs that Baghdad is gradually removing its opposition to
independent oil sales.

SOMO is still threatening to sue buyers of Kurdistan oil, but appears compli-
ant with Erbil's handling of the Kirkuk oilfield, which is not under the
at¡thority ofthe KRG, but whose exports of r5o,ooo bpd have been handled
for months bythe Kurds via T\¡rkish ports.

"If you ask any Kurd, they will always tell you that their main dream is inde-
pendence," Hawrami said. "But at the government level, the main policy
focus has been economic independence. We are aspiring to solve our own
problems and we have enough resources to do it. o

November 16,2015

Kurdish and Hashd al-Shaabi
officials hold meeting in Khurmatu

rudaw.net - Nov16,2015

ERBIL, Kurdistan Region -Anoffcial at the Khurmatu mayor's
office told Rudaw Monday that
several high military officials of the
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK)
and the Hashd al-Shaabi Shiite
militias met in Khurmatu to discuss

escalating v¡olence between the
two fac{ions and proposals for de-
escalation.

Mohamed Jala of the Khurmatu
mayor's office told Rudaw that to
avo¡d further escalation of violence
and seek calm in the situation,
many PUK high mil¡tary officials,
led by PUK senior member Adnan
Hama Mina, met with leaders of the

Hashd al-Shaabi to hold talks on
the current tensions in Khurmatu.

"The situation is getting better.
Since Sunday at 1'1 pm, no gunfire
has been heard," Jala told Rudaw.

He added that Kurds seeking
vengeance on Shi¡tes civilians in
the disputed territory should be
stopped, and that retaliation would
make things worse. "There are

some people who aim to worsen
the situation and go to Kurdish dis-
tricts and homes to create sedition
and to burn the Shiites," Jala said.

The ethnically and religiously
mixed Khurmatu currently has a
Kurdish mayo¡ and is located in the
disputed Diyala province 80 kilome-
ters (50 miles) south of Kirkuk.

Fighting in Khurmatu broke out
on Friday when a Shiite militia
convoy allegedly refused to stop at
a checkpoint manned by Kurdish
forces, resulting in a firefight that
left three Peshmerga and two
Shiite militiamen dead. ¡

lt Rebel groups in northwestern Syria offer
to join U,S.-backed Kurd-Arab-Assyr¡an

Last month, the Syrian Democratic Forces, a U.S.-backed
alliance of Kurdish, Arab and Assyrian rebel groups,
announced it was launching an offens¡ve to clear lslamic
State militants out of Syria's eastern al-Hasakah
province.

ALEPPO, Syria, November 17,?.015 By Frcd Lambert (UPI)

An anay of rebel groups in northwestern Syria's Aleppo and ldlib provinces
announced Tuesday they were ready to fight under the banner of a U.S.-
backed alliance of Kurds, Arabs and Syriac Christians making gains in the
east of the country.

The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights quoted a statement from rebels
in ldlib and Aleppo as saying at least 15 factions were now prepared to
fight under the banner of the Syrian Democratic Forces.

The SDF - which comprises a series of units under the Syrian Arab
Coalition, The Syriac Military Council, Kurdish forces known as the People's
Defense Unitg or YPG, and the Women's Defense Units, or YPJ - announ-
ced ¡ts formation in mid-October.

With support from U.S. airstrikes, the SDF earlier this month launched an
offensive to clear lslamic State militants out of eastern Syria's al-Hasakah
province and began making gains in areas around the provincial capital.

SOHR quoted the statement from the rebels in ldlib and Aleppo as saying
they wished to work under the SDF banner due to "recent developments' in
the country including "victories achieved by SDF in al-Jazira area" - refer-

ring to a former name for lands that now encompass al-Hasakah province.

The Syrian military backed by Russian airstrikeg Lebanese Hezbollah figh-
ters and lranian troops, has since last month conducted a series of coun-
trywide counter-attacks in a bid to regain territories lost earlier in the year,
including in ldlib and Aleppo provinces.

The assaults came shortly after Russia intervened in Syria on Sept. 30 and
began conducting airstrikes on behalf of President Bashar al-Assad, its
regional ally.

An alliance of rebel groups in nofihwestern Syria - including al-Qaida's
Syrian affiliatq the Nusra Front - had by April pushed the Syrian military
out of all major urban strongholds in ldlib provincq and by August, prù
Assad forces had been pushed west into Latakia provincg heartland of
Assad's ruling Alawite minority.

Among the rebel groups listed in Tuesday's statement was Ahrar ash-
Sham, or the "Free Men of Syria." The group, est¡mated to comprise I0,000
to 20,000 fighters, is the lead cell in a rebel coalition known as the lslamic
Front.

The United States has shown little interest in supporting Ahrar ash-Sham
because of its cooperation with Nusra Front.

"They are in a gray zone, but in a civil war if you are not willing to talk to fac-
tions in the gray zong you'll have precious few people to talk to," Robeft S.
Ford, a former United States ambassador to Syria now at the M¡ddle East
lnstitute, told The New York Times in August.

"l do not advocate giving any material support to Ahrar, much less lethal
material assistance, but given their prominence in the northern and central
frontg they will have a big role in any peace talks, so we should find a chan-
nel to begin talking to them." o
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Davutoglu: Turkey supports US
arming Peshmerga, not PKK
rudaw.net 1011112015

ERBIL, Kurdistan Region -
l-Turkey will not allow the
United States or other countries to
help the Kurdistan Workers Party
(PKK) and its affiliated groups, but
Ankara does support the idea of
arming the Kurdistan region's
Peshmerga and helping its leader
Masoud Bazani, Turkish Prime
Minister Ahmed Davutoglu told
CNN.

Davutoglu made the remarks
to CNN reporter Christiane
Amanpour in an interview repor-
tedly taped on October 6 and to
be aired on November 10.

"lf the US wants to arm
Kurdish fighters on the ground
against lSlS, we are ready. But
not Kurdish terrorists of the PKK,"
said Davutoglu, whose party of
Justice and Development Party
(AKP) won the snap general elec-
tions held on Nov 1.

"lf they [US] want to arm and
help Barzani or Peshmerga
groups in lraq or help them to go
to Syria and fight against lSlS, we
are ready to help," he added.

The Turkish prime min¡ster
criticized the Kurdish fighters of
the PKK and accused them of
attacking Turkish civilians and
properties.

"We cannot and we will not

tolerate any help to PKK-related
groups in Syria.or lraq," he told
CNN.

Davutoglu also warned
European leaders that the Syr¡an
refugee crisis would continue as
long as Syria's President Bashar
al-Assad stays in power.

"What is a solution? A solution
is very clear. When, one day ...
millions of Syrian refugees decide
to go back to Syria, assum¡ng that
there is a peace in Syria, and then
this is a solution. lf Assad stays in
power in Damascus, I don't think
any refugee will go back," he said.

According to the United
Nations, the major¡ty of the estÈ
mated 744,000 refugees who

have arrived in Europe this year
are from Syria. The migrants are
often using Turkey as a transition
to the third county, mostly
Germany and Sweden.

Turkey has spend more than
$7.5 billion caring for more than
one million Syrian refugees who
have escaped the war and sought
shelter in Turkey, the Turkish
govemment sa¡d last month. r

Mass graves uncovered
in town once held by

ISIS in lraq
Nabih Bulos / November 16, 2015
http://wwwJatimes.com

tTrwo mass graves were discovered around
I the northern Iraqi town of Sinjar on

Sunday, officials and witnesses said, two days
after an offensive by Iraqi Kurdish forces rou-
ted Islamic State ñghters from the area.

Local media outlet Rudaw reported
Sunday that witnesses had pointed out one of
the graves to officials the day before. The wit-

nesses told them the grave, near the Sinjar
Technical Institute, contained the remains of
78 women between the ages of4o and 8o years
old.

The gruesome discovery was followed by
the finding ofanother grave Sunday ro miles
west of Sinjar believed to contain the bodies of
about 50 men. Both graves have yet to be exca-
vated.

A reporter with Rudaw said Iraqi Kurdish
fighters told him there potentially were six

Kurdish Peshmergø show whøt they say
is ø møss graoe of more thøn 50 Yazidis
killed by lSlL on Nooember 75, 2075 in
Sínjar, høq. Iohn MoorelGetty lmages

more graves in the area.
Iraqi Kurdish officials said the dead were

probably Yazidis, members of a religious
minority from Sinjar who were the target of a
wave of terror by Islamic State fighters. The
militants seized the town in August 2or4 as
they swept across northern Iraq from their
bases in Syria.

"Killing these innocent people is one ofthe
crimes ISIS perpetrated against the [Yazidis],"
said security official Qasim Simo to Rudaw,
using one of the acronyms for Islamic State.

The discovery of the graves followed a
U.S.-backed operation last week by Iraqi
Kurdish militiamen knorryn as peshmerga who
wrested control ofthe town from Islamic State.

Islamic State took over Sinjar in a bid to
consolidate control over the a vital supply cor-
ridorlinking Mosul, a major Iraqi citySo miles
to the east, to the Syrian city of Raqqa, the
group's de facto capital.o
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Clashes between Kurdish
miHtants, security forces
in Turkey leave 12 dead

DIYARBAKIR, Thrkey - Novembre 18, zor5 - Reuters

TEN MILITANTS from the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK)
have been killed in clashes with security forces in southeast
T\rrkey, as well as two civilians, authorities said.
Security forces launched operations in the town of Nusaybin on the
Syrian border last week, killing ro PKK fighters, the Mardin govemor's
office said in a statement on Wednesday. T\vo civilians were killed and r3
injured.

The statement did not offer any details of how the casualties were caused.

A two-year ceasefìre and peace talks between the Turkish state and the
PKK lie in tatters after a 3r-year war was reignited in July following the
ruling AK Party's loss of its majority in a June election.

Kurdish politicians accuse the AKP offomenting the unrest to garner sup-
port in a re-run election, a charge the party denies. Fighting has gripped
parts ofthe mainly Kurdish southeast.

The AKP regained its parliamentary majority in the Nov. t vote.

Authorities placed Nusaybin under a round-the-clock cudew on Nov. t3,
and that remains in place as security forces continue to clear trenches and
barricades from the streets, the statement said.

Separately, police in the city of Diyarbakir detained læyla Imret, the
mayor of the town of Cizre, which saw heavy fighting in September, her
lawyer said. He said he did not know why she had been detained and that
there had been no arrest warrant.

The Interior Ministry suspended Imret, elected Cizre's mayor in zor4, in
September while the town was under curfew amid fighting between the
PKK and police.

The Diyarbakir prosecutor's office said it had launched an investigation of
Figen Yuksekdag, co-chair ofthe pro-Kurdish Peoples' Democratic Party,
for allegedly "insulting soldiers" last week when she tried to enter Silvan,
a district ofthe city under eurfew. o

fmrpnmm November 24,2015

The ethnic group who'killed two
Russian pilots' in S¡rria

Thrkmen are descended from grorrps who began moving into modern-day Syria
during the roth century

Laura Pitel Istanbul / November 24, z.ol.s
www. independent. co.uk

fihe Russian plane downed by Turkey was
I conducting operations in the Turkmen

Mountain region of northern Syria when it was
accused of violating Turkish airspace.

The encounter has shone a light on Syria's
T\rrkmen, a distinct ethnic group whose mem-
bers have lived alongside their Arab and
Kurdish neighbours for centuries.

There are no offrcial statistics for the num-
ber of Turkmen in Syria, but there are now
thought to be around 2oo,ooo, their number
having been worn down by reeent war and
decades of persecution.

Most are to be found in l,atakia province,
which runs along Syria's north west coast up to
the boarder with Turkey, and is also the family
seat of the Syrian president Bashar al Assad.
Smaller numbers live in the province around
Aleppo, Syria's second city, and the central city
of Homs.

Turkmen, who are mainly Sunni Muslims,
are descended from groups who began moving
from Central Asia into modern-day Syria
during the loth century. They faced oppres-
sion under Syria's Baathist regime, facing res-
trictions on publishing or writing in their lan-
guage, an old form of Turkish. When the

Syrian uprising began in zotr, they were
among the first to take up arms against
government forces.

Their shared ethnic heritage and joint
opposition to the Sy'rian government made the
Turkish government a natural ally of Turkmen
fighters in Syria. Turkmen brigades have loo-
ked to Ankara for training, support and pro-
tection.

Turkey also sees them as an alternative
fighting force to Syrian Kurds, who have
Western backing but are viewed with hostility
by Turkey due to its own struggle against
Kurdish separatism.

Turkmen brigades, said to number at least
z,ooo fighters, are seen as more moderate
than some of the Islamist groups battling
Syrian government forces. They were earnar-
ked for training as part of an ill-fated US pro.
gramme to back Western-friendly opposition
forces in Syria, though they are also said to
fight alongside groups such as the al-Qaeda
affiliated al-Nusra Front and the Islamist
Ahrar al-Sham.

Turkmen commanders have complained
that they have not received enough support
from Western nations and Turkey despite
their willingness to battle against both the
Syrian army and Isis.

In recent days, Turkey has grown increa-
singly agitated over Russian involvement in an

The Turkish prime minister, Ahmet
Døoutoglu, ilescribeil those coming

under attack øs " our Tutkmen brothets"

offensive against Turkmen areas in north-wes-
tern Syria. Russian military aircraft have pro-
vided cover for Syrian forces working jointly
with the Lebanese militia Hezbollah and
Iranian units backing them, according to
Turkmen groups.

The Turkish prime minister, Ahmet
Davutoglu, described those coming under
attack as "our Turkmen brothers'and accused
Russia of not pursuing its stated aim of "figh-
ting terror" but instead bombing civilian viþ
lages. Turkey's foreign ministry summoned
the Russian ambassador to demand that
Russia cease its support for the operations
immediately. o
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land of Kurdistan is not place for al-
Hashed al-Sha'bi militia, sâys Barzani

By Amre Sarhan - Nov 18, 2015
http://www.iraqinews.com

(lraqiNews.com) The Kurdish President
Massoud Barzani said on Wednesday, that the
land of Kurdistan ¡s not a place for the Shiite
militia of al-Hashed al-SHa'bi, while added that
the region is not in conflict with al-Hashed al-
Sha'bi about the importance of war against the
ISIS.

A spokesman for the Presidency of
Kurdistan said in a statement obtained by
lraqiNews.com, "The position of the President
of Kurdistan, currently and formerly, is clear,
that the the Kurdistan region does not have any
disagreements with al-Hashed al-Sha'bi on tar-
geting lSlS as well as the war against it," stres-
sing "ïhe need for coordination and ass¡stance
between the Peshmerga and al-Hashed al-
Sha'bi to target the lSlS."

He added, "This does not mean that al-
Hashed al-Sha'bi can come to occupy
Khurmatu, which is the land of Kurdistan, and
is protected by the Peshmerga," explaining that
"President Barzani asserts that the land of
Kurdistan is not a place for al-Hashed al-
Sha'bi." ¡

November 20,2015
a

REPORT: AMID ISIS WAR, SHIITES

TARGET KURDISH PESHMERGA IN IRAQ

by Edwin Mora 20 Nov 2015
ww.breitbart,com

fhe Popular Mobilization Units (Hashd
I al-Shaabi), a Shiite militia movement

in Iraç has continued to attack Kurdish ter-
ritory in an attempt to push back Kurdish
Peshmerga fightere and take full control of
the area, reports BasNews.

Iran-backed Shiite militias are reportedly
fighting under the Hashd al-Shaabi flag.

"Clashes between Hashd al-Shaabi and
Peshmerga forces took place in Tuz
Khurmatu last week with several casual-
ties," reports Bas News, a Kurdish media
outlet. "Delegations from the Kurdistan
Regional Government (KRG) and Iraqi cen-
tral government met soon after to find a

solution to the dispute and exchange priso-
ners."

"The clashes resumed soon after the
meeting, and Shi'ite militias killed another
Kurdish civilian," it adds.

BasNews learned from an unnamed

source that the Popular Mobilization Units
had sent reinforcements to the Kurdish area
in an effort to drive Kurdish forces out of
Tuz Khurmatu, Jalawla, and Saadia.

"By negotiating with Kurdish officials
and signing agreements, the source added,
Shi'ite militias buy more time to develop
their plans against Kurds," reports
BasNews.

Shiite militias stationed in Tuz Kurmatu
are "unorganized forces with no commit-
ment to any principle or accord," asserted
Mustafa Chawrash, the Peshmerga comman-
der on the frontline in Kirkuþ Iraq.

Although they want to avoid being
drawn into another front, Kurds will not
retreat from the areas under attack by Shiite
militias, insisted Chawrash.

The Iraqi Kurdish Peshmerga forces are
already fighting the Islamic State (ISIS/ISIL)
on the ground with the help of U.S.-led airs-
trikes.

Chawrash accused the Shiite militias in
Tuz Khurmatu of being associated with for-

mer Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki.
"Hashd al-Shaabi create tensions as

they are not pleased by the latest
Peshmerga gains against Islamic State in
Sinjar," noted the Peshmerga commander.

"Shiite militias must be driven out of
Kurdish areas soon, as they have a long his-

tory of posing a threat to Kurdish residents,"
indicated Bestoun Fayaq, head of the
Parliamentary Committee for Kurdish
Disputed Areas, in an interview with
BasNews.

Citing anonymous witnesses, Rudaw
reported on Nov. 16 that a 14-year-old boy
was killed by a Hashd al-Shaabi sniper in the
town of Khurmatu in Iraq's Diyala province,
50 miles south of Kirkuk.

On Thursday, Rudaw reported that
Hashd al-Shaabi freed L5 Kurds from the
Iraqi Kurdistan region who had been arres-
ted by the Shiite movement.

The liberation of the prisoners came after
talks between Hashd al-Shaabi and
Peshmerga officials to de-escalate tensions.

Hashd al-Shaabi militiamen are also
fighting ISIS in Iraq. In fuly, they joined Iraqi
troops in launching an attack to retake
Fallujah from ISIS, prompting the jihadist
group to declare a state of emergency inside
the city.

Fallujah remains under ISIS control.a

NOVEMBER 20,2015

Genel sees lraqi Kurdish gas
heading to Turkey in B years

November 20,2015, TODAY'S ZAMAN WTH
REUTERS / ISTANBUL
www.todayszaman.com

Genel Energy Plc, wh¡ch operates two natural
gas fields in the Kurdistan Regionâl
Government (KRG) ¡n northern lraq, anticipates
that KRG natural gas will be exported to Turkey
with¡n three years.

Genel Energy Board Chairman Tony Hayward

said on Friday that the two fields contain
reserves of between 300 and 400 billion cubic
meters of natural gas and that the Kurdistan
region is slated to begin natural gas exports to
the world market via these two fields. Genel
Energy also said ¡t plans to establ¡sh a joint
company with the lraqi Kurdish government to
develop gas fields. Hayward added that the
lraqi Kurdistan region was exporting 600,000-
700,000 barrels of crude a day.

lraq's KRG Minister of Natural Resources Ashti
Hawrami also said on Friday the region planned
to export '10 billion cubic meters (bcm) of natu-
ral gas to Turkey over the next two years, but
that this may slip to 2019.

Speaking at an Atlantic Council conference in
istanbul, Hawrami also said the region planned
to increase its crude oil export capac¡ty to I mil-
lion barrels per day (bpd) by the end of 2016.

Arbil and Baghdad have been engaged in a dis-
pute for nearly two years over the oil produced
in the KRG. Afrer Baghdad suspended budget
payments toArbil, the latter responded by sell-
ing its oil directly to buyers,.sidestepping the
control of the Þderal government. The two par-
t¡es are reportedly ¡n talks to work out a rev-
enue-sharing agreement. o
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Syrie: les forces arabo-
kurdes ont chassé I'el
de 1400 km2
Belga - 16 novembre 2Ol5 - www.rtbf.be

¡ a coalition arabo-kurdc syricnnc, appuyée par lcs États-Unis, a
Lchassé lo groupc tcrroristc Etat islamiquc (El) dtunc zone óquiva-
lent à environ 1400 km2 dans lc nord-cst dc la Syrie, a aflirmé lundi à

la prcssc son portc-parolc.

"Entre le 30 octobre et le 13 novembre, 1362 km2 ont été nettoyés de [a
présence de l'El, dont Khatouniyé, ainsi que 196 vittages et hameaux, par
les Forces démocratiques syriennes (FDS),", a affirmé lors d'une con-
férence de presse à at-Hot, [e porte-parole des FDS, le colonel Tatal Ati
Sello.

Ces terr¡to¡res se trouvent au sud de Hassaké, un fief des Unités de pro-
tection du peuple kurde (YPG), principale milice kurde syrienne. Selon le
porte-parole, 493 membres de I'El ont été tués et 112 corps sont aux
mains des FDS. Dans les combats, 33 combattants des FDS et 4 civils ont
perdu la vie et 53 FDS ont été blessés.

Des combattønts des FDS, Forces ilémocratiques syriennes, - @
DELIL SOULEIMAN - AEP

Souticn américain

Outre les YPG, les FDS rassemblent le groupe majoritairement arabe
Burkan al-Furat (le volcan de l'Euphrate), des tribus arabes et des chré-
tiens syriaques. Cette coalition a été crée le 12 octobre avec te soutien
des Etats-Unis. L'offensive au sud de Hassaké (nord-est) a commencé le
30 octobre. Jeudi, les FDS s'éta¡ent emparées du village d'al-Hol sur la
route d'approvisionnement en armes et en matériel de ['El venant d'lrak.

Turquie: un député prokurde fraîchement élu condamné
à 6 ans de prison pour "terrorisme"

Istanbul,20 novembre 2015 (AFP)

LA JUST¡CE TURQUE a condamné vendrcdi à s¡x ans et tro¡3 mois de pri-
son, pour appartenance à une "organ¡sat¡on terroristê", un député du prin-
cipal parti prokurde du pays, élu au début du mois au Parlement, a raÞ
porté la presse locale.
Au terme d'un long procès, un tribunal de Van (est) a jugé Lezgin Botan, mem-
bre du Part¡ démocratique des peuples (HDP), coupable de ia¡re partie de
l'Union des communautés du Kurdistan (KCK), qui regroupe tous les mouve-
ments de la Ébellion du Parti des trava¡lleurs du Kurdistan (PKK), a precisé
I'agence de presse Dogan.

Elu lors du scrutin législatif du 1er novembre, remporté haut la main par le parti
du président islamoconservateur Recep Tayy¡p Erdogan, ce député avait prêté
serment mardi.

Un ancien député du même parti et quatre membres d'un syndicat d'ensei-
gnants ont été condamnés à la même peine et deux autres accusés acqu¡ttés,
selon Dogan.

Tous avaient été ¡nterpellés en 201 1 dans le cadre d'un vaste coup de filet de la
police contre les milieux kurdes, qui s'était soldé par I'anestation dans tout le
pays de plus¡eurs centiaines d'élus, avocats, joumal¡stes ou militants proches du
PKK, une organisation classée comme "tenor¡ste" parAnkara.

Après un fragile cessezle-Ëu de plus de deux ans, le PKK a repris les hostili-
tés l'été demier contre les forces de sécurité turques, mettant un terme aux
pourparlers de pa¡x engagés à l'automne 2012 pour mettre un terme à un conflit
qui a fa¡t plus de 40.000 morts depuis 1984.

Depuis cette date, le gouvemement a multiplié les poursuites contre des
médias, joumalistes ou avocaß accusés de "propagande terroriste" pour leurs
liens présumés avec le PKK. a

23 NOVEMBRE 2015

Turquie: la voiture du chef du paft¡ Bü"ß:liitu¡"Tlxlii.T"";#.;

pro-kurde HDp visée par un tir [åJi:,,i#il:i,ilåiiåülx[ïJiii:l

Le président du parti dbpposition pro-kurde
HDP, Selahattin Demirtas, est sorti indemne
d'un tir contre sa voiture, dimanche soir,
alors qu'il circulait dans la ville de
Diyarbakir, dans le sud-est du pays.

Avec notre correspondant à lstanbul,
Jérôme Bast¡on

L'incident a eu lieu en milieu de soirée
quand Selahattin Demirtas rentrait chez lui.
C'est en arrivant à son domicile que l'impact
du projectile a é1é découvert sur la vitre
arrière du véhicule, exactement à I'endroit

où le coprésident du HDP, le parti prokurde,
prend place dans sa voiture blindée.

Le fait que le tir n'ait pas été entendu laisse
penser qu'il peut provenir d'une arme
équipée d'un silencieux, sans doute par un
lireur embusqué sur le trajet de la voiture. Le
projectile n'a en tous cas pas traversé le
verre.

Plusieurs tentat¡ves d'assassinats contre
Selahattin Demirtas

Ce n'est pas la première tentative d'assassi-
nat visant Selahattin Demirtas puisqu'une
double explosion de colis piégés, à quelques

Le parti kurde de Syrie PYD avait d'ailleurs
prévenu, cet été, être en possession d'infor-
mations selon lesquelles une équipe de
tueurs professionnels venue de Syrie était
entrée en Turquie avec I'intention de le tuer.

Par ailleurs le l2 mai dernier, un raid matinal
de la police à son domicile avait suscité sur-
prise et émotion. ll avait ensuite été
expliqué qu'il s'agissait d'une méprise.

Selahattin Demirtas a réagi sur son compte
Twitter, une demi-heure après I'incident : u

La mort ne dépend que de Dieu >, a-t-il écrit
en kurde. a

23 novembre 2015 www.rfi.fr
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Turquie: après douze jours de combats et
de couvre-feu, Silvan panse ses plaies

20 nov 2015 Mahmut BOZARSLAN (AFP)

SILVAN (Turquie) - Lorcque les combats ont éclaté à Silvan au
début du mois, Sahin Dönmez a fui avec sa famillê, sans se
retourner. "Voilà", soupire-t-il au milieu de son salon calc¡né, "le
fruit de quarante années de labeur parti en fumée>.

Comme les Dönmez, de nombreux d'habitants du quartier de Mescit à
Silvan, dans le sud-est à majorité kurde de la Turquie, ont tout perdu ou
presque lors des récents combats qui y ont opposé jeunes Kurdes et
forces de sécurité turques.

Pendant douze jours, les chars de I'armée et les tireurs d'élite de la
police antiterroriste ont traqué les combattants de la Jeunesse patrio-
tique révolutionnaire (YDG-H), proches du Parti des travailleurs du
Kurdistan (PKK) dans trois quartiers de la ville, soumis par les autorités
locales à un strict couvre-feu.

Le bilan est lourd. Au moins 10 personnes tuées, selon le gouvernorat
de la province de Diyarbakir: un officier de I'armée, deux policiers, deux
civils et cinq combattants kurdes.

Dans les quartiers visés, les dégâts sont considérables. Nedret Yakan,
35 ans, contemple la vitrine édentée de son salon de coiffure, miroirs
brisés, meubles fracassés. Son estimation des dégåts ? 'Vingt ans de
ma vie", dit-elle, "anéantis en quelques jours".

Un peu plus loin, ses voisins fouillent les décombres de leur vie passée.
lls en extirpent un canapé ou un lave-linge miraculé et le chargent sur
un camion. Destination "la paix".

Dogan Celik a eu moins de chance. L'immeuble qui abr¡ta¡t le restaurant,
l'ép¡cerie et I'appartement dont il était propriétaire a été dévasté par des
explosifs posés, selon lui, par les partisans du PKK. "La sema¡ne
dernière, j'étais riche. Aujourd'hui, je n'ai plus rien", se lamente-t-il.

Le mur de son salon est éventré, les canapés criblés de balles et recou-
verts de plåtre. Sur une table basse, des douilles par poignées. "ll n'y a
rien à sauver".

Depuis l'été, les armes parlent à nouveau dans le sud-est de la Turquie.
Après plus de deux ans d'un fragile cessez-le-feu, la reprise des com-
bats a éteint les espoirs de résolution d'un conflit qui a fait plus de
40.000 morts depuis 1984.

-'L'ETAT EST LA'-
Aux traditionnelles attaques de convois militaires en zones rurales et
montagneuses, les rebelles semblent cette fo¡s privilégier le front urbain,
dans I'espoir de susciter des soulèvements. Une stratégie peu payante
jusqu'à présent, et qui met en danger les civils.

A Silvan, les combattants du YDG-H se sont retranchés chez Sahin
Dönmez, accusent ses voisins. La façade constellée d'impacts de pro-
jectiles de tous calibres et la lourde porte métall¡que trouée comme du
gruyère témoignent de la violence des combats.

Un Kurde devant sa maison détruite lors d'affrontements
avec I'armée turque, le 14 novembre 201.5 à SilvarU en Turquie

Sahin exhibe les restes d'un engin incendiaire. "C'est ça qui a déclenché
(l'incendie)", dit-il. De quel camp sont venus les tirs ? "On ne sait pas",
poursuit I'habitant, "mais ça a commencé à brûler quand la police est
entrée dans le quartier".

Derrière le désanoi de la population, largement acquise à la cause
rebelle, la colère contre le gouvernement turc n'est jamais loin. Sur les
murs des maisons, certains slogans sont vécus comme des provoca-
tions. "L'Etat est là", proclame I'un d'eux.

"Ces jeunes qui érigent des banicades sont en colère à cause de la poli-
tique violente du gouvernement", a justifié jeudi devant la presse la
coprésidente du Parti démocratique des peuples (HDP, prokurde), Figen
Yüksekdag. "ll faut reprendre le processus de paix, c'est la seule façon
de résoudre le problème".

Comme à Silvan, de nombreuses villes ont été le théâtre de cette nou-
velle guérilla urbaine et soumise au couvre-feu. Cizre, Lice, Nusaybin,
Diyarbakir...

Dans le quartier de Mescit, la vie a peu à peu repris. Des ouvriers s'ac-
tivent à rétablir le réseau électrique, les femmes se pressent pour refaire
le plein de vivres. Dans les rues, les blindés de la police surveillent le
démantèlement des dernières barricades.

"Une nouvelle maison, une nouvelle vie. On va essayer", marmonne
Sahin Dönmez. Nedret, elle, a envoyé ses enfants chez des proches à
lstanbul. "Si on m'aide à réparer ma boutique, je pourrais reprendre mon
travail", dit-elle. "Seule, je n'y arriverai pas, je ne peux pas lui donner
vingt autres années de ma vie". a

Ankara,2l novembre 20f5 (AFP)

L'AVIATION TURQUE a mené dans la nuit de vendred¡ å samedi une nou-
velle série de frappes aériennes contre des cibles rebclles du Part¡ des tra-
va¡lleurs du Kurd¡stan (PKK) dans le sud€st de !a Turquie et dans le nord
de l']rak, a annoncé l'état-major.
Cette opération a v¡sé des dépôts logistiques et des abris dans les secteurs de
Zap, Avasin-Baysan, Hakurk and Kandil, dans les montiagnes du nord de I'hak
où le PKK d¡spose de nombreuses bases anière, a précisé le commandement
militaire dans une déclaration publiée sur son s¡te intemet.

Des cibles rebelles ont également été touchées dans la province turque de

Simak (sud-est), aux confins de la Syrie et de I'lrak.

Selon la presse turque, 22 chasseurs, des F-16 et des F4, ont participé à ces
raids.

Après plus de deux ans de cessez-le-feu, les hostilités ont repris l'été demier
entre les forces de sécurité h.lrques et le PKK dans le sud-est à majorité kurde
du pays.

Ces affrontements ont signé la fìn des pourparlers de pa¡x engagés fin 2012
entre le gouvemement islamo-conservateur d'Ankara et les rebelles pour tenter
de mettre un terme à un conflit qui a fa¡t plus de 40.000 morts depuis 1984

Depuis la fin juillet, de violents combats opposent des þunes sympath¡sants de
la cause rebelle aux forces de police et à I'armée dans de nombreuses villes du
sud-est, soum¡ses par les autor¡tés à un strict couvre-feu, causant des victimes
civiles.

Fort de la v¡ctoire de son parti aux élections lég¡slatives du 1er novembre, le pré-
sident Recep Tayyip Erdogan a prom¡s la poursuite des opérations militaires
"jusqu'à ce que I'organisation tenoriste quitte le sol turc et entene ses armes".

Nouvelle série de frappes
aériennes turques contre le

PKK en Turquie et en lrak
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Raids aériens pour (( casserlamachine )) EIt La coopération militaire devient effective entre forces
américaines, françaises et russes

Lesfrappes aériennes en Syrie

fcÏIontr ¡EUDIleñ.'EMBREzols

heure est à I'offensive.
Tãndis que lbrganisa-
tion Etat islamique (EI)

déroule une série d'at-
taques extérieures dans le
nionde elle affronte une campa-
gne de bombardements massifs
en Syrie. Dans ce surgg les Etats-
Unis, la Russie:et la France parta-
gent désormais uir même lan-
gage: <intensificatiòn> de I'ac-
tion militaire, Si les þuissances
parties au conflit.en Syrie se dis-
putent touioun le leadership po-
litique de la coalition, celle-ci se
met enfin en place au niveau mili-
taire, conçrètement. Cont¡e l'EI,
les opérations commencent à
converger.

. Premier élément décisif, les at-
tentats du t3 novembre ont
convaincu le président américain,
Barack Obama, d'accroître l'aide
foumie à I'armée ftançaise en ma-
tièrede renseignement. <Ilnous a
ouvert tous les dossiers dbbiec-
t¡fs>, confirme une source de
haut niveau à Paris. Les frappes
franÇaisès, certes préparées par
l'état-majo¿ ont ainsi pu bénéfT-
cierd'un sérieux coup d'accéìéra-
teur. Les Rafale et Mirage zooo
stationnés aux Emirats arabes
unis et en Iordanie sont mobilisés
de façon intensive depuis trois
jours. Une nouvelle série de frap-
pes sur Rakka a été lancée mardi
rTnovembre dans la soirée. Les
fiefs de I'EI, Rakka, Deir ez-Zor, et
sûrement demain Mossoul, en
Irak, sont prioritaires.

Le patron du renseignement na-
tional américain, f ames.Clapper, a
rencontré le ministre de la dé-
fense, Jean-Yves Le Drian, lundi
t6novembre àParis.

Le pétroþ clblé
L'autre changement est Ia déci-
sion prise, de concert avec le Pen-
tagone, de détruire les centres de
distribution du pétrole tenus par
l'EI, ainsi que leurs convois par-
tant en direction de la Turquie.
Deux tiers des ressources finan-
cières de l'EI proviennent de Deir
ez-Zo¡ assurent les sources amé-
ricaines, <Les responscibles mìlì.
taires américaíns sont anivés àlq
conclusion que la campagne aé-
rienne contre les infrastructures
pétrolíères de Syríe, qui ont ap-
porté des millíons de dollars àI'EI
ces deux demières années, avait
été trop prudente>, souligne
Foreíqn PolÍcy, dbù la'décision
d'une nouvelle opération bapti
sée < Tidal Wave II >, en référence à
la campagne qui avait détruit les
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,f\ Coatition dirigée par les Etats-Unis
f (depuis te 23 septembre 2014)

ô fra'nce laepuis le zz septembre 201.5)

C) Russie (depuis le 30 septembre 2015)

O Bases russes

chpmps pétroliers de lAllemagne
nazie: en;rReumanie d$rant la
deuxième guene mondiale. Di-
manche, des frappes ont détruit
116 camions-citemes stationnés
près de la frontière irakienne, à
AbouKamal.

Le troisième toumant concerne
la coopération avec laRussie. En
mer devant les côtes syriennes,
comme dans les airs, la coordina-
tion militaire (d econfliction en an-
glais) entre les Occidentaux et les
Russes s'impose plus que jamais
pour éviter les heurts. Elle va s'ac-
croltre, y compris aveiles Russes,
confirment les sources du Monde.

En mer, des discussions sònt en
cours, pour que les navires de la
coalition se partagent les eaux.
Les échanges à ce niveau sont
qualifiés de << dírects > entre mili-
taires, y compris pour ce qui con-
cerne les sous-marins. Ils ont pré-
cédé les déclarations de Vladimir

()
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ZONES D'INFLUËNCE

Armée loyaliste

Forces rebelles.

Front Al,Nosra

Poutine, qui a annoncé mardi
,pvo.f¡ ordonné ùsgg 4avJresrde.ee
coordonner avec les Français. <Il
laut établír un contact direct avec
Ies Français et travailler avec èux
comme des alliés.> M. Poutine
s'est entretenu mardi avec
François Hollande qu'il doit ren-
contrerle z6 novembre.

Le porte-avions français Charles-
de-Gaulle devait partir de Toulon
mercredi r8novembre pour re-
joindre la Méditerranée orientale,
avec 24 avions de chasse à son
bord qui vont, selon M. Hollande,
permettreun a triplementr desca-
pacités d'action françaises devant
la Syrie. Le navire pourrait rester
plusieurs semaines.pour se join-
dre aux frappes, avant de rejoindre
le Golfe. Dans le cadre du surge,
censé à présent <t casser Ia machíne
Daech> (acronyme arabe de I'EI),
des experts suggèrent qué la ma-
rine nationale pourrait même tes-

S(JUlìCFS : ll.lSTlTtlIl: FOR tl i I SI UDY oF llAR (l SU/), r¡/U]\'V.CÍ.ll COl,l. l:111, AI RW,ARS

100 km

S¡tuotion oLt I novembre

Etat istamique (El)

Kurdes

Mixte (rebelles, El, Front At-Nosra)

ter ses nouveaux missiles de croi
sière, avec la fré gÁte Aquitaine par-
ticipant à lbpération.

Dans les airs, l'intensification
des opérations est encore plus vi-
sible. Les Etats-Unis ont apporté
début novembre sur la base tur-
que d'Incirlik de nouveáux avions
de supériorité aérienne, des F.r5
pouvant appuyer les bombardiers
A-ro envoyes frapper côté syrien.
De quoi appuyer les forces kurdes
- auprès desquelles le Pentagone
a en outre inséré des forces spé-
ciales pour les protéger des frap-
pes russes,

Lês Russes ont, comme l'a révélé
mardi Ie Monde, lancé pour la
deuxième fois des missiles de
croisière sur la Syrie, visant l'EI à
Rakk4 et usé pour Ia première fois
de bombardiers stratégiques à
long rayon d'action sur Deir ez-
Zor, Alep et ldlib. Le chef d'état-
maior russe a précisé que son ar-
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mée - qui ne frappe pas que I'EI -
allait encore renforcerses moyens
en Syrie avec a7 avions. Et ce, après
avoir déploye des,batteries mo-
dernes de guerre électro.nique et
de contrôle du cietde nature à em-
pêcher toute constitution d'une
zone d'q<clusion aérienne dans le
nord du pays. Ces dernières se
maines, les militaires russes ont
en outre foumi de nouveaux mo-
teurs et des munitions aux Mig
syriens, leur permettant de voler à

nouveau après plusieurs mois
d'inactivité, ce qui complique en-
core la situation dans les airs.

llhnmlll¡ré
Mardi, le premier ministre britan-
nique a aussi redit son intention
d'étendre en Syrie les frappes.
pour l'heure cantonnées à l'Irak.
Les Français ont reçul'aide de dro-
nes bri¡anniques dbbservation
Reaper pourles dernières frappes
de Rakka" a révélêTheTímes.

Les opérations occidentales, ius-
qu'à présent, ont placé l'EI sous
pression, mais nbnt pas permis
de gain stratégique. aCet ennemí
nþst en aucunefaçon vaìpca>, a_

souligné mardi le porteparole de
lhpér.atiq& anCIriricaine < Inherent
Resolve >. Le bilan des opérations
russesdepuis le 30 septeñbre est
lui aus,si. mitigé. Iæurs trois obþr;
tifs - sécuriser Bachar Al-Assad,
empêcher toooo combattants
diihadistes du Caucase de rentrer
chez eux et combattre I'EI - sont
partiellement atteÍnts, au prix de
pertes civiles massives. Selon und
source du renseignement mili:
taire français, <Ia phøse't de leuÌ
opération qui visait à stabilíserla
situation tactíque s'achève, l¿
temps 2.sera defaíre avancer I'ar:
mée syríenne, qu'íls ont trouvée
plus mal en poínt.que prévu>.

Le surgeva se poursuivre. Paris
nlexclut pas d'envoyer des forces
spécialqs, comme les.Etats-Unis
ont admis ltavoir déjà fait. <Ibuf
est ouvert à ce stadel, assure-t-on
àladéfense. ¡

NATTIALIB GUIBTRT

La Turquie renforce sa coopération
antiterroriste avec le s Etats-Unis

fclllontc IEUDI 19 NOVEMBRE ZO15

Ankara et Washington veulent faire davantage pour mieux sécuriser

la frontière turco-syrienne et pourchasser les candidats au diihad

' ISTANBUL-correspondante

Ta n visite à Paris mardi
F{ rZ novembre, le secrétaire
,.¡-r d'Etat américain, John
Kerry, a confirmé l'intention des
Etats-Unis d'en<faire plus pourle
contrôle desftontières) entre la
Turquie et la Syrie. Mettant en
avant les pertes de territbire su-
bies par les diihadistes de lbrga-
nisation Etat islamique (EI),
M. Kerry a évoqué la nécessité
d'une coopération accrue avec
Ankara. <tNous allons débuter
une opération avec les Turcspour
sceller les 98 kilomètres restqnt t>,

a't-il confié lors d'un entretien
avec la chaîne de télévision amé:
ricaineCNN.

Faut-il y voir la réalisation du
plan caressé par le président Re-
cep Tayip Erdogan, soit la créa:
tion d'une zone de sécurité dans
le nord de lb Syrie ? Ce territoire,
une bande de 9o kilomètres de
long, sur une profondeur de 4o à
5o kilomètres, située entre
Marea et Diarablus, permettrait,
.selon Ankara, de priver llEI de ses
dernières poches d'accès au
têrritoire turc, tout en créant une
airè de protection pour les popu-
lations civiles dÉplacées par le
eonflit.

La Turquie cherche aussi à

ter un coup fatal aux milices
por-
kur-

des du Parti de l'union démocra-
tique {PYD allié aux rebelles
turcs du Parti de libération du
Kurdistan ou PKK, enguerre con-
tre Ankara). Les Kurdes syriens
ambitionnent de faire la jonction
entré les cantons kurdes d:Afrine
(au nord dAlep, à lbuest) et de
Kobané (plus à I'est), ce qui n'a
pas I'heur de plaire à Ankara.

Unc frontlàc moln¡ poreucc
Le to novembre, l'armée turque a
ainsi bombardé à I'artillerie plu-
sieurs villages des environs de Tal
Abyad. rNous avons prévenu le
PYD de ne pas shventurer àl'ouest
de I'Euphrate, sínon nous lesfrap-
perons t,avaitmis engardele pre-

de IEL à Antaly4 Adana Konyq
Gaziantep et même à Istanbul.

Il apparaît désormais que l'élÈ
mination de <lihadi lbhn>, de
son vrai norn Mohammed Em-
wazi, un Britannique dbrigine

. koweitienne devenu le propa-
gandiste de l'EI, est le fruit d'une
coopération entre les services
dméricains (CIA), turcs (MIT) et
britanniques (MI6), L'homme
aurait été tué parun drone amé-
ridain, le rz noyembre à Rakka, la'
<capitale> des hommes en noir.
Il était connu pour être apparu,
un couteau à la main, sur toutes
les vidéos de décapitation des
ò¡ages de I'EI - celles des iourna-' listes américains Steven Sotloff
et James Foley, du travailleur hu-
manitaire américain AbduþRah-
man Kassig, des travailleurs hu-
manitaires britanniques David
Haines etAlan Henning, du iour-
naliste iaponais Kenji Goto et
d'autres.

Salocalisation a pu se faire grâce
aux renseignements fournis par

les services turcs, remontés ius.
qu'à lui par le biais d'une mili-
tante diihadiste dbrigine britan-
nique arrivée àRakkale 4novem-
bre via le territoire turc. C'est à tra-
vers elle que le MIT a pu localiser
Aine Leslie Iunior Davis, un aco-

þe du <boucher de I'EI>, déten-
teur, lui aussi, d'un passeportbri-
tannique et installé à Rakka
depuis zor3.

Aine Leslie lunior Davis a donc
été repéré en train de passer la
frontière turco-syrienne à Kilis le
7 novembre. Après une halte à
Gaziantep, il est arrivé le to no-'
vembre à Istanbul en autobus. Le
12 novembre à l'aube, il était
arrQté dans une somptueuse villa
du quartier aisé de Silivri, à
lbuest de l'aéroport Atatürlç à Is-
tanbul. Selon la presse turque, lui
et quatre complices avaient reçu
des instructions pour mener des
attaques ¡neurtrières en Europe

. et enTurquie < du type de celles de
Paris>.t

¡utn¡¡ JÉco

Les Î¡rrsvolent
dtn tiÈs

mauvabell
la aoopéreüon '

entreþs
Amédcalns

etles mlllæs
kurdcsdeæ

mier ministre turc Ahmet Dæ
vutoglu il y a quelques mois.

Les Tu¡cs voient d'un très mat¡
vais æÍl Ia coopération entre les
militaires américains et les mili-
ces kurdes de. Syrie (YPc), à ta
pointe du combat contre l'EI. l,e
5 novembre,lecolonel Steve War-
ren, le porte-parole américain
pour les opérations anti-El, avait
déclaré que plus une arne ne se-
rait fournie aux YPG. Le u nù

. vembre, Mart Toner, le porte-pa-
role du département d'Etat, a en-

foncé le clou, assurant que son
pays ne'soutenait aucunement
les aspirations autonomistes des.
Kurdes syriens.

Cþst dans cette zone que le pré-
sident américain Barack Obama
avait autorisé I'envoi d'un petit .

contingent de 5o soldats d'éIite,
chargés de a coordonner les trou'
pes locales sur le terrain øinsí que
Ies efforts de Ia coalítion pour lut-
ter contre I'EI r. Ces ( troupes loca-
les >, également appelées < Al-
liance des forces démocratiques
de Syrie>, sont composées des
milices kurdes mélangées avec
quelques groupes de combat-
tants arabes syriens afin de
míeux faire pãsser la pilule '

auprès des Tilrcs.
La Turquie est davantage autori-

sée à faire pression sur Washing-
ton depuis qu'elle a reioint le
camp occidental contre I'EI. La
frontière turco-syrienne n'est
plus aussi poreuse et on ne
compte plus les coups de filets de
la police contre les sympathisants
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Kurds Can't Be Syria's Saviors
Washington's new allies in the figÈt against the Islamic State are gaining ground.
But their Kurdish leaders are getting in the way.

ByHassan Hassan, Bassam Barabandi
November 18, zol5

foreignpolicy.com/

f¡n Oct. ro, a coalition of r3 Kurdish and Arab
\-rfighting factions from northeastern Syria
formed the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) and
emerged as the centerpiece of the U.S.led mili-
tary effort against the Islamic State, also known
as ISIS, in the country. The SDF, in which the
Kurds are the dominant force, brings together
most of the groups responsible for the Islamic
State's most significant setback in over a year -
the capture ofTal Abyad in northeastern Syria in
June. The taking ofthat border city deprived the
jihadi group of a vital gateway from Turkey and
brought some of its worst enemies - Kurdish
and Arab túbal fighters - within So miles of its
stronghold in Raqqa.

The alliance has gained even more relevance
with the recent offensive by Iraqi Kurdish
forces to retake Mount Sinjar, an area near the
$rian territory where the SDF operates. Just
as Kurdish forces are advancing on Sinjar in
Iraq, the SDF is mounting an offensive near the
Syrian city of Hawl 4o miles away. The decision
to launch offensives in both Syria and Iraq is a
rare, smart move by the U.S.led coalition, as it
forces the Islamic State to fight simultaneously
on two fronts. In the past week, both Sinjar and
Hawl have been rwested from the Islamic State.

The Syrian coalition has quickly become indis-
pensable to Washington's war on the Islamic
State.

In its current shape, however, the alliance is
fraught with mistrust and potentially fatal
shortcomings. The group's greatest strength -
its experienced and committed Kurdish leader-

In its current shape,
however, the alliance is fraught
with mistrust and potentially

fatal shortcomings.

ship - is threatening to become its greatest
weakness.

The U.S. focus on the northern Syrian front
against the Islamic State began with a renewed
appreciation of the Syrian Kurds' fighting
power. According to a senior U.S. official
involved in the anti-Islamic State campaign, the
battle in Kobani last year marked a turning
point in Ameúcan thinking about how to defeat
thejihadi group in Syria. The ofñcial said that
the Syrian Kurds'unparalleled commitment to
battle the Islamic State prompted the interna-
tional coalition in January to turn some of its
attention to this front and work closely with the
Kurds to retake Tal Abyad.

However, the move faced tenacious resistance
from Tirrkey, which worried that a central role

for the Kurdish People's Protection Units (YPG)
would empower it internationally.

Ankara considers the YPG connected to the
Kurdistan Workers'Party (PKK), a guerrilla
movement that has fought a decades-long war
against the Turkish state. U.S. offrcials spent
weeks travelling from Erbil, the capital of Iraqi
Kurdistan, to Ankara to ease tensions and
address Ankara's concerns. After the takeover
ofTal Abyad, Ankara's concems deepened: The
U.S. partnership with Syria's Kurds increasing-
ly seemed to represent a strategic shift toward
what the Ttrrkish government viewed as a hos-
tile force that was steadily pining territory in
noÉhern Syria.

r¡hsions betlveen Washington and Ankara
I reached a high point in Juþ, when Turkey

pushed for an "ISIS-free zone" dominated by
Tìrrkey's allies in Syria that deliberately included
territories west of Kobani to the outskirts of
Aleppo - an area that Kurds widely regard as
part of their historical homeland in northern
Syria. The idea represented Turkey's attempt to
put an end to the expansion of the Kurdish
influence in the north.

Itrrkey and the United States therefore reached
an understanding, accepted by the S1'rian
Kurdish leadership, that the YPG will not
attempt to expand west into Ankara's envi-
sioned "ISIS-free zone." The SDF - which
attempts to incorporate both Kurdish and Arab
forces ñghting the Islamic State in the area,
with U.S. assistance - was a consummation of
this new understanding.

The Kurdish-led alliance was expected to now
focus much of its attention on the northem
region of Raqqa, which includes Arab-majority
towns and villages that Arab fighters would
hold if the Islamic State were expelled. The
Kurds, however, prefer to expand their pres-
ence in predominantly Kurdish areas rather
than fight in areas that would be controlled by
Arab fighters. So instead offighting in Raqqa,
as reports first claimed, the new alliance's
attention has turned further east, toward the
region of Hasakah.

Military gains in this region - from Shaddadi
to Hawl to Malikiyah - will help secure the
Kurds' strongholds along the Iraqi border.
Southern Hasakah could potentially provide the
Kurds with lucrative resources, including oil
fields currently controlled by the Islamic State.
Meanwhile, the SDF's Arab component could
also resolve a key dilemma for the Kurds, by

providing it with a friendly force to run Arab-
majority areas in the area. That would allowthe
YPG to use its limited resources to attack the
Islamic State in the region or deploy ñghters
elsewhere in the country.

But there is a very real risk that this stratery
will not go as planned. Ifthe SDF hopes to
break the stalemate in northeastem Syria, it
must address a key shortcoming in the alliance:
the A¡ab tribal fighters' relative weakness com-
pared to their Kurdish allies.

One ofthe complaints repeatedly heard by Arab
ñghters within the alliance is that they are
poorþ armed, as compared to their Kurdish
counteq)arts. They also claim they are deliber-
ately kept weak by the Syrian Kurds, so that
theywill remain subordinate to the YPG and so
that their role is confined to guarding Arab
towns.

Asenior commander of the Raqqa
Revolutionaries'Brigade, one ofthe SDF fac-
tions, told the authors that uneven American
support for the YPG enabled the Kurds to dic-
tate terms to the rest of the factions. The main
task ofthe new alliance "is to protect their
areas only because the Kurds cant cover all the
region," he said. "[The army] has only light
weapons so it does not become too powerful....
The American support is what made lthe
Kurdsl above the rest and impose their political
goals."

This realitywas exemplified last month, when
the Pentagon said that U.S. jets airdropped 5o
tons of ammunition to Arab rebel forces in
northern Raqqa. However, the Arab factions
seemingly could not move the ammunition on
their own, and it quickly ended up in Kurdish
hands.

There are three reasons the subordinate role for
Arab tribal fighters undercuts the alliance's
potential. First, the imbalance will undermine
the military capabilities of the coalition to push

:fåål:,,n" 
Islamic State in Araþdominated

(.tecond, the tribal fighters' status as junior
Ðpurtnárc in the all"iance will increasingly
reduce their morale - as happened previously,
when many U.S.-trained rebels abandoned the
battlefield because they felt the program was
aimless and disproportionally focused on coun-
terterroúsm. Tribal fighters say that U.S. sup
port for the Kurds indicates it is less committed
to tribes in the long term. They fear that nobody
would come to their aid if the Islamic State
returned to areas from which it had previously
been expelled, as happened in Iraq over the
yeaß or in the eastern Syrian province of Deir
Ezzor last year, when repeated appeals for help
went unnoticed by the international community.

"Had it not been for the [international] coali
tion, ISIS would have reached.Qamishli," said a
fighter from the Shammar tribe, which leads
the Kurdish-A¡ab alliance's al-Sanadid forces.
"And the fact is that when ISIS wants, it o
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o could reach anyr,,rhere."

Finally, there are widespread fears that as more
areas are seized by the Kurdishled alliance,
incidents of ethnic cleansing will increase. last
month, A.rnnesty International released a report
accusing the YPG of committing war crimes,
including the forced displacement of Amb civil-
ians and demolition of their houses. "Whenever
the YPG enters an area, they displace its Arab
residents," the Shammari fighter said, referring
to Arab towns in southern Hasakah. "Fifteen
viìlages were leveled to the ground in Tal
Hamees, Tel Brak, and Jazaa."

Meanwhile, when it comes to the local Arab

communities they seek to control, the Arab and
tribal factions are widely viewed as lackeys to
the YPG. This view was reinforced after the
capture of Tal Ab1ad, when Free Sy'rian Army
factions were marginalized despite initial prom-
ises they would help run the city, in addition to
the reported incidents of mass displacement
detailed by Amnesty. Tal Abyad was a missed
opportunity to change the perception about
these forces and enable them to mobilize locals
and win their support.

I t the same time, there are other U.S.-backed
lagroups in eastern Syria - and there's at least
one alternative that skirts the SDFs inherent
ethnic rivalries. The New Syrian Arm¡ a new

U.S.-backed militia dedicated to the fight against
the Islamic State in the eastern region of Deir
Ezzor, consists of fighters who were previously
expelled from the area by the Islamic State.

The Kurdish-Arab aÌliance at the heart ofthe
SDF still has huge potential to reverse the gains
made by the Islamic State, whose hold over
Syrian territory is much more tenuous than in
Iraq. But the YPG should not steer its opera-
tions to suit its narrow agenda, Establishing a
true balance among the forces that constitute
the coalition will boost its military potential
and help it better secure both Arab and Kurdish
areas held by the Islamic State. o

After KRG formally welcomes Jews back
to lraq, w¡ll theÍr numbers increase?

The opening of a Jewish rcpresentation office in lraqí Kurdistan gives exiled lraqi Jews a gl¡mmer of hope of returning
to their homeland after fleeing persecution and díspossession.

Author Mustafa Saadoun
November 20,2015
www.al-monitor.com

IIAGHDAD, lraq - Many lraqi Jews forced from their country or displa-
lJced following persecution and dispossess¡on more than six decades
ago still dream of returning to their homeland. They retain a nostalgia for
the¡r temples and the streets where they grew up. lt may be difficult or ulti-
mately impossible for a large number of them to turn this dream into real¡ty,
but some have begun to return thanks to a law recently passed in lraqi
Kurdistan. Last month, the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) announ-
ced the opening of a Jewish representation office at the Ministry of
Endowments and Religious Afiairs, increasing the number of offic¡ally reco-
gnized religions to seven. The others are lslam, Christianity, Yazidism,
Yarsanism, Alawism and Kaka'ism.

The history of the Jews in Mesopotamia dates back to the sixth century
B.C. The Jewish community played an ¡mportant role in lraq's economic
and cultural life, but in the'1940s Jews became the victims of organized
attacks under the Baathist regime. Many were murdered, and their homes
and businesses looted and confiscated. Those who survived fled to
Europe, the United States and lsrael. The persecution of Jews in lraq coin-
cided with the rise of the Z¡onist movement, the expulsion of Arabs from
Palestine and the establishment in '1948 of the State of lsrael, with which
the Jews of lraq had nothing to do. Most lraqi Jews lived in Baghdad, where
they freely practiced their religion. After the founding of the lraqi state in
'1921 , Sassoon Eskell, a JeW became its first minister of finance. He remai-
ned in office for two years and was known for his commitment and profes-
sionalism while pres¡ding over the ministry.

f, lariwan Naqshbandi, spokesperson for the KRG Ministry of
lVlenoo*renti ano Reiigious Affáirs, told Al-Monitor, "The KRG pâfia-
ment in April 2015 issued ìhe Law of Minorities, which was unanimously
approved before being signed by KRG President Massoud Barzani. This
law confers to every religious community in the Kurdistan Region of lraq the
right to establish a representation office and practice its rituals freely."
According to Naqshbandi, more than 300 Jewish families live in the
Kurdistan region.

"The number of Jews in the Kurdistan region is increasing every day, and
this led the KRG to open a representat¡on office for them like with other reli-
gions and sects. Jews are now entited to submit their projects to the KRG
and to build temples through their representation office," he said. "There
are large numbers of Jewish families intending to return to l¡ve ¡n the
Kurdistan Region of lraq. They believe it is a safe place for them, especially
after they confirmed their ¡ntention not to participate ¡n the political process."

Saad al-Hadithi, a spokesperson for lraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi,
told Al-Monitor, "The opening of the representation office for Jews in the
KRG is a good step, provided this office remains free from the influence of
the State of lsrael, s¡nce lraq rejects any relations with that country."

On whether there has been a request to open a representation office for
Jews in Baghdad and other areas, Hadithi stated, 'l have no knowledge of
any such request, but the number of Jews in Baghdad is not so high as to
open a representation office for them l¡ke other religious communities. The
opening of representative offices depends on the size of the population."

ln '1950 the lraqi government stripped Jews of their cit¡zenship. The same
government, headed by Nuri al-Said during the monarchy, also promulga-
ted a 1951 law freezing the assets of all persons deprived of their cit¡zens-
hip.

Â raz Shukr, a pseudonym, is an lraqi Jew living in the Kurdistan region.
/-\"Our presence in lraq is not new. We have been living in this counùy for
thousands of years. We were forced out of lraq more than half a century
ago, and we moved to other countries. We have the right to return to our
country" he told Al-Monitor. "There are Jewish families living in lsrael who
want to return to lraq and live in the Kurdistan Region, as they feel that
living in lraq is part of their history and reaffirms their presence in this world.
Desp¡te everything available to them in lsrael, lraq is still their homeland."

lsraa Khaled, who conducts research on the lraqi Jewish community, told
Al-Monitor, "The decision of the KRG lto open a Jewish office] should have
been implemented immediately after the fall of Saddam Hussein's regime
in 2003. Although the decis¡on to open a representation office came late, it
rema¡ns crucial. This decision benefits the Kurdistan Region, which
includes the oldest communities in lraq and the world. Numerous Kurdish
Jewish families still reside in Kurdistan at the moment, but hide their reli-
gious affiliation for fear of societal oppression."

Khaled called on the Baghdad government to also take action. She said,
"ilt shouldl open a private representation office for the Jews of Baghdad
and other provinces since they are lraqi nationals who unjustly left the
country after being subjected to the ugliest acts of violence [and forced] to
leave their homeland and migrate. These lraqis still feel nostalgic for the
land where [Jews have] lived tor thousands of years."

She added, "The KRG must fulfill numerous tasks, including protecting
Jews, recognizing their religious affiliation, providing them with the oppor-
tunity to participate in the political process, restoring their temples and
shrines and ensuring their protection when they visit places of worship and
practice their religious rituals, like other religions in the Kurdistan region."

The return of Jews to the Kurdistan Region of lraq is a positive step and
could continue. Such, however, is not the case in the near term for other
lraqi areas, where residents do not differentiate between lsraelis, Jews and
Zionists. The Baathist regime under Hussein had pushed the idea that the
Jews were enemies of lraq, conflating hostility toward lsrael w¡th host¡lity to
Jews in general. This could take some time to change. I

Mustafa Saadoun is an lraqi journalist covering human r¡ghts and also the founder
and d¡rec'tor of the kaqi obseruaw t::,Tiî: 
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Bearingthe scars of ISIS siege, Kurdish

town in Syriastruggles to rebuild
KOSANl, SYRIA

Kurdish town devastated
by siege is preview of
burden for.postwar Syt a

BYBENT{UBBARD

FTdm. the door of her modest.cinder-
block home, Faiza Mohammed recalled
what hsr neighborhæd once ivas and
mourned what it had become.

Her children's school has bullet holes
in tlre walls and sandbags in ttre win-
dows. The shops where she once bougbt
groceries are mounds of rubble. Tlre
neighbors and relatives who used to live
nearby and keep an eye on one anoth-

er's children have left.
Ottrer tltan thc elderly couple next

dooç she said, everyone is gone. Her
housê and theirs aret[eonlytwo left on
'the street, islanóg in a seaof destructiorl

"ltrehave peòple ne*t door, so"we are
O.K.," said Ms. Mohamnied, who was
widowed before tlre Syrian civil war
began in 20U. "But at night we lock thg
door and don't open for anyone, because
tlere is fearin the world."

A fierce battle by tr[¡rdish úgrters to
repel an invasion by the Isla¡nic State
last year rocketed Kòbani, an obscure
border town in northern Syrig Ínto the
world's.consciousness.

But by the time the Kurds prevailed ¡n
January, backed by hundreds of Ameri-
can airstrikes in what was'lauded as a
model of international cooperation, the

town looked as though an earthquake
had struck it. Refugees who came back
had trouble even locating tleir homes.

Kobani, known in Arabic as Ain al-
Arab, is tryint now to overcome the
deep scars of war and rebuild - and
there are signs of life.
.The challenges the town faces are

huge, illustrating the huge toll of driving
the Islamic State from the urban areas,
but also the costly burden of destruction
that many Syrian cities will have to bear
when tl¡e war ends.

Around town, the crash of tractors
tearing down damaged buildings re-
sounds through t¡e streets. Fleets of
trucks haul off loads of rubble to dump
outside the city in ever-expanding fields
of waste.

Shops selling cellphones, cþarettes
and grilled chicken have reopened
along afew commercial streets afterin-
stalling new doors and glass. And thou-
sands of displaced residents are return-
ing each month,local officials say. Many

have reclaimed their damaged homes,
cwering blown-out windows with
plastic and plugging holes in walls with
bricks tb keep out the wind until real re'
pairscanbemade.

"The city has become relatively suit-
abletolive in again," said Idris Nassan,
the head of foreign affairs for the area's
new autonomous administration,

When tlte battle ended,80 percent of
buildings were damaged and tl¡e infra-
structure had collapsed, he saiil. The
town had long before cut any links with
the central government in Damascus,
so local leaders formed the Kobani Re-
construction Board with members from
the Kurdish diaspora to solicit aid and
oversee rebuilding.

Its first tasks were to restore water
and sewage lines, reopen roâds, dispôse
of unexploded ordnance and lay to rest
tlie bodies of more than 100 people found
in the rubble, Mr, Nassan said.

Also destroyed were the city's new
hospital, most government offices, a
number of schools and bakeries, and
two large wedding halls.

Kobani sustained yet another blow in
June, when Islamic State fighters
dressed as anti-Assad.rebels sneaked
into to$rn before dawn aird úent house
to house, killing more than 250 people
before Kurdish fþhters killed tlrem,
said Shervan Darwish, a military offi-

cial here.
But the. administration has kept on,

working with international organiza-
tions to open clinics andregulatinggen-
erators so residents can buy afewhours
of electricity per day.

Its reconstructioh efforts are limited,
however, by limited funds and the diffi-
cul$ of obtiriniirg building supplies.

Althougü the tovm is near the Tl¡rkish
border, Tlrrkey has kept its crossings
closed to most cargo - a move widely
seen as a strike against tlre area's
Kurds.

Many of Kobani's schools are dam-
aged, but a nr¡rnber of therfi reopened
last montlr, tleir courtyards filling twice
a day with children doing exercises and
heading to class. The early grades now
ur¡e new Kurdish textbooks instead of
the Syrian goverîment's Arabic cur-
riculum. It is unclear how regularlythê
teacherswillbe paid.

"If there is a salary, of course no one
would say noj' said Shevin Mho, a
teacher.

The sprawling martyrs' graveyard
outside torin bears testament to the
high human toll of the fight against tåe
Islamic Statq, also known as ISIL or
ISIS. Hundreds of graves fill the site, the
headstones of unidentified bodies bear-
ingonlynumbers.

On a rainy.aftern@n, a bereàved
mother walked through the mud,
screaming and yanking túfts of gray
hair from her head while relatives tried
to restrain her.

Nearby, Badea AIi placed blue and red
plastic flowers on the Sxave of her brotlt-
er, Anwar, a Kurdish policeman who had

been killed in a bomb attack. Ms. Ali said
she had left Kobani for Iraq early in the
war, then fled to Europe by boat last
year and ended up in Germany.

It had been painfi¡l to watch the battle

Nearly a year after coalitlon airstrikes and Kurdish ffghters repelled an invasion by ISIS' the
residents of Koba¡i, S!¡ria, struagle with loss, failed services and widesprcad desrüction.
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for her hometown on the news in a
strange country, but like many Kobani

natives, the war had taught her to treas-
ure the place, she said.

"I started loving Kobani more than
before because now we know its worth,"
she said.'

Her dream is to move backfrom Ger-
many to open a hair salon, she said -
but not yet. "The situation needs to
settle down abit," she said.

The scale of tlle town's loss haunts
manyresidents.

Every morning, Muslim Mohammed,
56, returns to his damaged home and
sits alone outside, drinking tea and

thinking. The surrounding apartment
buildings are all damaged and empty,

now nesting grounds for birds.
"I don't like to see a lot of people,"

said Mr. Mohammed, a mechanic. "It is
psychologically taxing."

He and his wife had fled ro T[rkey
when the battle beian, but tllree of his
sons h4d joinedthe main Kurdish militia
here.

Ali, 17, was killed in battle, and Mo-
hammed, 29, was shot dead during the
Islamic State incursioninJune, Mr. Mo-
hammed said. So he sent Alüle4 15, to
Europe by raft, hoping that distance
might keep him alive.

"ïVas I supposed to sacrifice all my
sons?" Mr. Mohammed said.

Like many residents, he struggled to
comprehend why the iÍhadists had
poured so much'into fighting for tlreir

town.
"They didn't leave us anything," he

said. "Not our sons, our money, or¡r
homes."' Others, however, saw the victory as a
Iarge step toward emporverment for
Syria's Kurdish minority after decades
of governmental neglect.

"It was worth it," said Sherin Ismael,
a 26-year-old seamstress. |'Now the
world knows that there are Kurds,"

Her familymembers,too, are the only
residents lefr on tåeir bkick, and her 2-
year-old nephew, osman, still cries at
night, saying, "ISIS is coming."

Some of their neighbors recently
came to inspect their house and see
what it would take to move back in.

"Destruction comes qriickly," Ms. Is-
mael said. "But building takes time."

fntcrn¡tionalNctullork@imcg NovEMBER 2s, zots

Jet downing raises
tensions over Syria
toscow

Russia says its warplane
was.in Sytr* airspace
when hit by Turkish F-16

BY.NEIL I\4ACFÀRQUHAR
AND STEVEN ERJ.ANGER

the dangers of uncoordinæed warfare
over Syria bypowertul nations with dif-
fering agendas burst into tlre open on
Tiresday when TUrfish ñghterjets shot
down a Russian warplane that TEkey
said had strayed into its airspace.

The'tensions only deepened when
Russira reiected Tlrrkey's claim and An-
kara responded by asking for an emer-
gency NATO meeting, eliciting more
Russian anger and ridicule. After the
meeting the NATO secretary general,
Jens Stoltenberg, called for "calm and
deescalation" and. said tåe allies
"stand in solidarity with Tìrrkey."

It was thought to be the first time a
NATO corintry has shot down a Russian
plane in a half+entury. And while few
expect a military . escalation, with
neither Russia nor the security alliance
wanting to go to war, the incident hþtr-
llghted the dangers of Russian and
NATO combat aircraftoperating in the
same theater and has soured chances for
a diplomatic brêalrthrough over Syria

As President Frauçois Hollânde of
France met witå President Obama in
Washington to urge a closer and more
aggressive alliance with Russia against
the Islamic State, Tlrrkey's decisio4 to
fire on a Russian warplane attacking tar-

getsin Syriahasraisedtensbnsbetwee¡r
Moscow and NATO and imdercr¡t efforts
to convince Russia to drop its grpport for
President Baslnr al-Assad of S¡¡ria

Türkeywanæ Mr. Assad gone and has
allowed its border $üh q¡ria to be an
eâsy crossingpointfor Syrianrebels,in-
cluding those the West rega¡ds as ter-

rorists or radical Islamists; Russia
u¡ants to prop up Mr. Assaõ and his re-
gime. While Moscow says it is attåcking
the Islamic Statg for the most part Rus-
sian planes arid troops have been af'
tacking the Sf¡rian rebels,. some of
whom are supported by the United
States and the West who most threaten
Mr. Assad's rule.

Mr. Hollande and M¡. Obama clearly
hoped tltat tlte bombing of a Russisr
parssenger jet over Egypt, claimed by
the Islamic State, would cause Moscow
to m'ake defeating the jihadists mo¡e of a
priority than propping up Mr. Assad.
But the events on T[esday will máke
that a tougher sell, for President Vladi-
mir V. Putin is protective of Russia's in-
terests and rüants to be seen as an equal
player in tlre conflict, not beholden to
\lt/estern policies.

Tbrkey, especially under the increas-
ingly authoritarian rule of itsnationalist
président, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, has
been fierce in defending ¡ts airspace,
shooting down Syrian jets that have
strayed in the past. Tbrkeyinsisted that
itiszued f0 warnings over a five-iminute
period to flte Russian pilot of the Sukhoi
Su-24to puII away.

But Mr. Putin clearly angry, respond-
ed that tlte Russian jet had never violat-
ed Ti¡rkish airspace and was shot down

President VladiBir V. Putin called the down-
ing oflùejet Tiresday "a stab in the back"

over Syria Speaking in Soctri, he called
tlre incident a "stab in the back from ac-
comp[ces of terrorismr" warning that it
wor¡ld have "serious consequences for
Russian-'n¡rkish relations."

Ir,lr. h¡tin said tbat instead of :'immÈ
diateþ malring tåe necessary contact
with us, the Tl¡rkish side turned to thei¡
pârtners in NATO for talks q¡ this inci-
denl"

"It's as if we shot down the Î¡rkish
plane, and not they, ours," he said, "Do
tüey want to put NATO at tbe service of
Isla¡nic State?"

TÞnsions between Russiaand Tlrkey
had incre¿sed lately over Russian
bomling of lukmen tribesmen in
northern Syrþ whom T[rkey regards
as under its protection and wbo are
fighting to oust l[r. Assad. Just t¡is
weeþ Türkey surrimoued tbe Russian
a¡nbassador in Anlrara to demand that
Moscon' stop tårgeting T[rlanen tribes.
ngeninSyria

"It was stressed that the Russian
side's actions wer€ not a fight against
terror, but they bombed civilian î¡rk-
menvillages and this cor¡ld leadto seri-
ous consequences," tlte Tlrkish Foreign
Ministry said.

And so it has. The diplomatic dispute
may have led directly to Moscow's con-
tinuing to target the Ti¡rhnen on Ti¡es'
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Video footage taken at theTurley-Syriâ border shows an aircraftthatTi¡rkey says it shot downafterits airspace wasv¡olated ou Tiæsday.

day and Tbrkey's aggressive response.
What may make matters won¡e is that

those same tribesmen say that they
shot and killed botti Russian pilots as
they floated to earth in their parachutes,
having apparently ejected safely from
their plane, which was brought down by
a Tt¡rkish F-16 firing air-te,air missiles.
And then the tribesmen reportedly hit a
Russian helicopter with a TOW antitank
missile as it tried to rescr¡e tbe airmen'

NATO countries have been concerned
about Mr. Erdogan's increasingly dicta-
torial tendencies for some time, and
NATO otñcials acknowledge that T.l¡r-
key's agenda in Syria does not alvrays
match that of Washington, Britain or
France, let alone Russia And while he
has recently allowed American planes
to use tncirlik air base for sorties into
Syria Mr. Erdogan's own troops harre
largely turned their frre on the Syrian
Kurds, who lVashington regards as its
bestlocal ally so far against the Islamic
State.

Ttrrkey has treen in a stnrggle for de.
cades ri¡ith Kurdish separæisæ in Tt¡r-
key tabeting tåem terrorists, and re-
gards tlle Kurds in Syria and Iraq as
sharing the sar¡re desire to break away
and form aKurdish state.

While Mr. Hollaride iÈ pressing Mr.
Obama for tougher action against the
Islamic State and plans tofavelto Mos-
coril on thursday to meet Mr. Putin,
l{ashington-Moscow tensions, high
over Russia's annexation of Crimea,
were highlþhted again on Tlresday
when Mr. Obarna again complained that
Russian air strikes against moderate
opposition groups in Syria are bolster-
ing the Assad regime instead of trying
to destroy the Islamic State.

But tl¡e United States and Russia
have different interests in Syria and
Mr. Putin has been clear about the need
to preserve the existing S¡rrian govern-
ment,if not Mr. Assad himself as leader.
Mr. Obama, like Mr. Hollande, is com-
mitted to tìe ouster of Mr. Assad and be-

Whatmay malrc mattcrs
rvìonc is that tribesmen say
thcy killed boü Ru:sian pilots
as they floated to carth.

lieves thatthe Syrian strongmanis com-
plicit with tlte Islamic State - from
which his govemment buys consider-
able amounts of oil - as a means of di-
viding his own opposition.

ln a news conference in Washington
with Mr. Hollande, Mr. Obama said: "I
do think that this points to an ongoing
problem witi the Russian operations in
the sense thæ they are operating very
dose to the Îl¡rkishborder and they are
going after moderate opposition that
are supported not only by Ttrrkey but by
anumberof countries."

Tirrkey has the right to defend its ter-
ritory, Mr. Obama said, but he urged
both sides to talk to malrc sure they fig-
ure out what happened and "discourage
any kind of escalation."

Russia's retaliation so far has been
largely symbolic. Foreign Minister
Sergey V, Lawov, canceled a Wednes-

day visit to Tirrkey and a large Russiar¡
tour operato! Natalie Tours, announced
that it was suspending sales to Tirrkey,
wÏere Russians last year accounted for
12 percent of all tourists.

The two countries are also significant
trade parhrers.

But "Russiia:Ilrrkey relations will
drop below zero," Ivan Konovalov, di-
rector of the Center for Strategic Ttends
Studies, said on Rossiya 24, a staterun
'cable 

news channel.
Washington is not interested in get-

ting deeper into Syria with ground
troops or having a conflict with Russia
So cautious are the NATO countries
about Article 5 of the NATO Tteaty,
which calls for mutual self-defense, that
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when Mr, Hollande declared "war" on
the Islamic St¿te afterthe Paris attacks,
he invoked the European Union's tooth-
less Lisbon Tbeaty and sidestepped
NATO. Mr. Hollandeis also, French offi-
cials have said, eager not to offend Mr.
Putin by making Syria a NATO issue.

N eil MacFar quhar r eportcd f rom Mos-
e.oy and St ev en Erlanger f r om París.
CeylønYegínsu eontributeil reporttng
f r om I stønbul Iv on N eahepur enko fr om
Moscnw ønd Peter BaÞer þom Wash-
ington-
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17 novembre 2015

L'Allemagne cont¡nuera à entraîner
les kurdes pour lutter contre I'El

Celon le ministère allemand de la Défense,
)l'Allemagne continuera de mener des mis-
sions pour combattre les djihadistes de I'Etat
islamique.

L'Allemagne confirme sa participation à la
miss¡on de préparation des combattants kur-
des dans le nord de I'lrak, a déclaré la min-
istre allemande de la Défense Ursula von der

Leyen à Bruxelles.

"La partÍe françaìse (lors des négoclat¡ons
bilatérales mardi, ndlr) était satisfaite
d'entendre que notre partÍcÍpatÍon dans
le nord de I'lrak, où nous sommes respon-
sables de lÍvraìsons d?rmements aux
peshmergas et de Ia préparation des com-
battants peshmergas, aìnsÍ que des
YazÍdis et d'autres groupes ethn¡ques, que
nous confìrmons notre participation", a
indìqué Mme Leyen.

17 novembre 2015
//fr.sputniknews.com

De même, elle a rassuré la France sur le fait
que l'Allemagne cont¡nuera "dans tous les
cas" de soutenir "la lutte contre I'El dans le
nord de I'lrak. où elle est menée avec succès
par des forces des peshmergas". o

November 22,?,015

MP: Spec¡al budget for Shiite m¡litia
in lraq, but not for Peshmerga

By Rudaw - 2?fil2015

ERBIL, Kurdistan Region -
l-lraq's draft budget for next year
allocates a special budget for the
Shiite Hashd al-Shaabi militia but
nothing extra for Kurdish
Peshmerga forces, a Kurdish law-
maker ¡n the lraqi parliament told
Rudaw on Sunday.

Shakhawan Abdullah, head of
the lraq's parl¡amentary security
and deËnse committee, disclosed
that at least 2 trillion lraqi Dinars
will be given to the Hashd al-Shabi
in 2016.

According to Abdullah, the
Kurdish Peshmerga forces will only

receive an unknown amount of
financial support that will be given
to all ground troops in lraq.

Abdullah has criticized Kurdish
representatives in lraq's parl¡amen-
tary financial committee for not
paying enough attention to this
issue. He said he has submitted a
request for the Peshmerga to also
receive at least the same 2 trillion
lraqi Dinars.

He said that would ensure the
monthly payments for at least 100
to 150 Peshmerga.

For the past several years the
central government ¡n lraq has
withheld salaries and operating
expenses for the Peshmerga - part
of disagreements between
Baghdad and Erbil over oil and
other issues.

The Peshmerga have been on
the ftontlines of the fight with the
lslamic State group (lSlS). ¡

November n,2015

More than 90 percent of
Kurdistan's food is imported

By Rawa Abdulla I 2711112015
http://rudaw.net

ERBIL, Kurdistan Region-
LMore than 90 percent of food
consumed in the Kurdistan region
is imported, according to data com-
piled by the region's ministry of
agriculture.

"The population has grown and
our production has not," said Anwar
Omar, general manager at the
ministry.

The need for food products will
be even higher in 2020 when the
population climbs to 6 million peo-
ple from its current 5.4 million,
Omar added.

"On average, most countries

The l(urdistøn region imports almost all of its food

mated $1 .2 billion by 2020. . . .
Omar said the economic cr¡sis

in the counhy has prevented his
ministry from addressing the major
issues of the region's agricultural
infrastructure.

The region has a surplus in
wheat, potato, eggs and onions,
which can also be exported to other
areas in lraq, according to ministry
data. lts production of chicken,
cucumber and tomatoes can also
largely supply the domestic market.

Ministry data shows agriculture
contributes to 10 percent of the
total GDP in the region, with 9 per-
cent of the population relying on
farming for its livelihood.

"According to our own
research, with 3.3 trillion dinars ($
2.7 billion) over a 5-year period,
Kurdistan can reach self-suffi ciency
in most agricultural areas," said
Omar, who recently presented his
m¡nistry's plan to the government.r

allocate 10 percent of their annual
budgets for development of agricul-
tural goods, but we have less than
2 percent ¡n Kurdistan which
indeed is catastrophic," Omar said

The KRG ofiers subsidies to
Þrmers estimated at $250 million a
year. The government invested
$677 million between 2006-2013
and is projected to invest an esti-
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Ne pas sous-esümer ltidéologe
génocidaire de Daech

Kendal NEZAIV
zo novembre zor5
Le Monde.fr

lI ". attentats de Paris, intervenant
l! apres le crash d'un avion de ligne

russe au-dessus du Sinai et le carnage de
Be1'routh revendiqués par Daech nous rap-
pellent cruellement que loin de s'affaiblir et
de se cantonner à < Syraq ", le potentiel de
destruction de cette organisation terroriste
devient planétaire. Cette menace est infini-
ment plus grave que celle d'Al-Qaida en son
temps car, à la différence de cette dernière,
dépounue de base logistique permanente et
formée de quelques centaines d'individus,
Daech est un quasi Etat disposant de
ressources humaines et matérielles incom-
parables. Il contrôle un territoire plus vaste
que celui du Royaume Uni, peuplé de huit
millions d'habitants. Il entretient une armée
de 3o ooo à 5o ooo hommes encadrés par
un gros contingent d'officiers expérimentés
de I'ex-armée de Saddam Hussein, dis-
posant en abondance d'armes modernes
laissées par I'armée irakienne lors de sa

débandade en juin 2014, notamment à
Mossoul. Il assure à ses administrés des
services de base : écoles, universités, hôpi-
taux, transports publics. Il a mis en place
des ministères civils et chacune de ses
provinces est dirigée par un émir faisant
fonction de gouverneur. Il prélève des taxes,
contrôle les prix. Ses tribunaux appliquent
la charia comme en Arabie Saoudite mais
avec plus de zèle dans les amputations pour
vol ou décapitation pour meurtre ou apos-
tasie. Outre la police ordinaire chargée de la
sécurité, une police religieuse comprenant
une brigade féminine spécialisée, al Khansa,
veille au respect des préceptes religieux. Ses

employes civils et les combattants reçoivent
un salaire mensuel d'au moins 4oo dollars.

Les veuves perçoivent des pensions.

Ce système est financé par la vente << clan-
destine " du pétrole à la Turquie mais aussi
au gouvernement sy'rien par des taxes et
surtout par de généreux subsides provenant
notamment de riches donateurs arabes des
pétromonarchies du Golfe. Il y a peu encore
le gouvernement de Bagdad, au nom de la ..
continuité de I'Etat >' versait régulièrement
les salaires des fonctionnaires irakiens ser-
vant dans les territoires sous le contrôle de
l'Etat islamique alors qu'il refuse de verser
au Kurdistan sa dotation financière. Aussi
choquant que cela puisse paraître, I'Etat
islamique semble bénéficier du consente-

Desfemmes combattøntes lcurdes prês de lavíIle syríenne d'al lloul
da ns Ia prouínce d'Hasø'ka, t4 nouembre zotg. REATERS/ß.odi Søid
R:ODI SAID / R.EI/TERS

ment d'une bonne partie de ses administrés
arabes sunnites qui le préfèrent aux pou-
voirs chiites de Bagdad et de Damas !

r,5 MII.Í.ION DE DÉPLACÉS

Ceux qui n'étaient pas d'accord sont partis
au Kurdistan (r,S millions de déplacés
arabes) ou en Turquie, au Liban et en
Jordanie. Bien des États de la région, voire
même certains décideurs américains
auraient fini par s'accommoder de I'exis-
tence de ce Sunnistan salafiste n'eut été son
idéologie djihadiste expansionniste et acces-
soirement millénariste. En effet, contraire-
ment au salafisme institutionnalisé et
embourgeoisé en vigueur en Arabie
Saoudite, son avatar mésopotamien se veut
encore plus pur, plus radical, plus fidèle aux
< pieux ancêtres (salaÐ >, c'est-à-dire au
Prophète et à ses premiers disciples, y com-
pris dans leur façon de se vêtir, d'appliquer
la < l¡i divine (charia) > et de faire la guerre
aux infidèles. L'Etat islamique se proclame
califat. Appliquant la Loi divine (charia), le
calife se doit de la propager en étendant con-
stamment son territoire. Il ne reconnaît pas
les frontières et ne peut le cas échéant con-
clure des trêves ou des traités qu'à titre pro-
visoire.

Tout musulman où qu'il soit doit allégeance
au calife, ceux qui s'y refusent tout comme
ceux qui soutiennent ou paient des impôts à

un gouvernement non musulman, ceux qui
participent à des élections pour élire des
dirigeants appliquant des lois établies par
des hommes prétendant se substituer à la
Loi divine sont des apostats et à ce titre
doivent être déeapités. Au premier rang de
ces apostats viennent les quelques zoo mil-
lions de chiites coupables d'innovation doc-
trinale (le culte des imams) ce qui constitue
un blasphème car le texte du Coran est d'o-
rigine divine et de ce fait la perfection
même. C'est au nom de cette interprétation
littéraliste du Coran que la vénération des
tombes et mausolées des saints est consid-
érée comme une pratique pai'enne inadmis-
sible car la dévotion est due à Allah et à lui
seul.

Dès leurs débuts au XVIIIe siècle les
wahabistes avaient saccagé le mausolée d'Ali
à Najal haut lieu saint des chiites. læurs fils
spirituels profanent les tombes à

Tombouctou, à Mossoul et détruisent avec
ardeur les joyaux . paiens > du patrimoine
de I'humanité à Ninive et à Palm)'re. tæs dji-
hadistes du Daech sont donc animés d'une
idéologie génocidaire qu'on aurait tort de
sous-estimer. Elle est génocidaire d'abord
vis-à-vis des chiites considérés globalement
comme des apostats donc à éliminer en pri-
orité. Læs musulmans sunnites refusant de
faire allégeance au califat, au premier rang
les Kurdes qui les combattent sont des enne-
mis à éliminer. læs < païens )) comme 1
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r les yézidis et les Druzes doivent soit se
convertir à I'islam soit disparaître. Chrétiens
et juifs doivent se soumettre et payer un
impôt spécial (iizya) sinon massacrés ou
réduits en esclavage. Tout cela fait évidem-
ment beaucoup de monde surtout s'il faut
les décapiter un à un selon le rituel salafiste.

I-INE GUERRE DANS DES
CONDITIONS DÉFAVORABLES

D'où le recours à la terreur et au massacre
en masse par des kamikazes se faisant
exploser au milieu des foules chiites, les
mitraillages des yézidis ou des Parisiens au
Bataclan et aux terrasses des cafés. Cette ter-
reur est justifiée comme un moyen d'une
victoire rapide abrégeant les souffrances
d'un long conflit. Cette idéologie, inoculée à
des milliers de djihadistes venant de pays
occidentaux issus généralement de seg-
ments mal intégrés des communautés
musulmanes, menace la paix et la stabilité
de nos démocraties. On a cru pouvoir faire
l'économie d'une guerre en laissant pourrir
la situation en Syrie. Et on finit par se
retrouver avec un afflux massif et déstabil-
isateur de réfugiés, des actes de guerre, de
carnages et de malheurs au cæur de
l'Europe qui pourrait bien nous obliger à

faire cette guerre dans des conditions bien
moins favorables.

Une chose est sûre : on ne pouûa pas éradi-
quer Daech avec des seules frappes aéri-
ennes. Cette strategie prônée par M. Obama
a montré ses limites. Une coalition rassem-
blant théoriquement 65 États parmi les plus
puissants du monde minée par les intérêts
contradictoires de ses membres et par I'ab-
sence de leadership s'est montrée incapable
de vaincre, encore moins d'éradiquer Daech,
fournissant à celui-ci un formidable argu-
ment de propagande, une aura d'invincibil-
ité. Faute de troupes au sol, 7o % des mis-
sions aériennes ne donnent lieu à aucune
frappe. Iæs seuls combattants engagés sur le
terrain contre Daech sont les Kurdes qui
tant en Irak qu'en Syrie ont chassé les dji-
hadistes de leurs territoires.

Les Alliées devraient leur accorder une
assistance militaire et financière massive
mais ils s'en abstiennent pour ne pas
déplaire à la Turquie, alliée de fait de Daech
et en guerre contre les Kurdes et Bagdad qui
craint qu'un Kurdistan fort ne soit tenté par
l'indépendance. Par ailleurs, nul n'a le
courage d'exþr de ÏA¡abie Saoudite et de
ses alliés du Golfe de cesser de financer le

salafisme et les mouvements djihadistes à
travers le monde. Iæ Président Obama a rai-
son de comparer Daech à un cancer dont les
métastases se répandent désormais dans
nos pays. Mais la thérapie qu'il propose
relève d'avantage de I'homéopathie que
d'une chirurgie radicale ou d'une chimio
agressive.

En attendant une guérison hypothétique,
d'ici une génération nous dit-on, le coût
humain et les dégâts dans les esprits
risquent d'être de plus en plus dévastateurs.
L'Europe qui, en raison de sa proximité géo-
graphique, de ses liens historiques et cul-
turels et de ses populations, est la première
visée par cette catastrophe annoncée devrait
se mobiliser sérieusement pour se donner
les moyens politiques, financiers et mili-
taires d'imposer un règlement politique en
Syrie et mettre Daech hors d'état de nuire.
Son éradication espérée ne pourrait se con-
cevoir qu'au terme d'une bataille des idées,
aujourd'hui délaissée, qui pourrait bien
prendre une ou deux générations. r

Kendøl Nezan est présìdent de
I'InstÍtut lond.e de Pl¡rís

m
Valls: la coalition contre Daesh doit s'appuyer

sur les Kurdes et non le Hezbollah
Par A.-F. L. avec AFP / 25 nov. 2015
http://www.bfmtv.com

f, ¡lanuel Valls a déËndu mercredi un soutien
lVlaux combattants kurdes contre Daesh,
sujet de divergence chronique avec la Turquie,
tout en excluant tout soutien au Hezbollah
comme le réclame François Fillon.

PAS D'ENGAGEMENT AU SOL DE L'ARMÉE
FRANçAISE

Le Premier ministre a également de nouveau
écarté un engagement au sol de I'armée
française, jugeant que les opérations terrestres
ne devaient "être conduites que par les forces
insurgées locales, y compris kurdes, renforcées
le cas échéant par des armées sunn¡tes de la
région".

Le "front mondial" contre Daesh do¡t
"apportertout son soufien à ceux qui se bat-
tent contre res froupes de fãtat islamique,
c'està-dire notamment les Kurdes, combat-
ânts valeureux que nous soutenons, et ,es
groupes de l'oppositÍon syrienne modé¡ée",
a défendu Manuel Valls devant l?ssembée
nationale, dans son discours défendant la
prolongation des fiappes françaises contre
Daesh en Syrie.

Manuel Vølls - Premíer minisffe ,à

l'øssemblée - AIP

"Soutenir cette oppos¡tion, lui procurer les
équipements dont elle a besoin, lui permettre
d'entretenir ses forces combattantes, unifter les
milices locales, c'est faciliter la bataille au sol",
a plaidé le Premier ministre. Manuel Valls a en
revanche promis de continuer à se battre "con-
tre toutes les organ¡sat¡ons terror¡stes",
appelant la droite à "être claire et sans
ambigurté" vis-à-vis d'Al Qaida ou du Hezbollah
libanais, tous deux ennemis de Daesh.

LA COALITION DOIT APPUYER LES
OPÉRATIONS TERRESTRES

L'anc¡en P¡emier minist¡e Fnnçois Fillon

(Les Républicains) a prôné mercredi une
'coal¡tion mondiale" qui soutiendnit "les
seules forces au sol qui combattent ñelle-
ment I'Etat islamique", ciþnt Kurdes mais
aøssi re Hezboilah et l'armée régulière syri-
enne. "Notre action aérienne doit appuyer
les opérations ferresfres", a souligné
Manuel Valls devant l?ssemölée. 'Et ceiles-
ci ne peuvent être condu¡tes que par les
forces insurgées rocareg y compris kutdes,
renforcées le cas échéant par des armées
sønnífes de la ñgion", a-t-¡l ajouté.

"ll serait totalement déraisonnable et improduc-
tif d'engager nous-mêmes des troupes au sol.
Avec qu¡? Dans quelles conditions? Avec quels
pays occidentaux? Tirons les leçons de ce qui
s'est passé dans cette région et appuyons en
revanche les troupes kurdes et sunnites qui
s'engagent sur le terrain", a plaidé Manuel
Valls.

Les parlementaires devraient voter mercredi à
une écrasante majorité la prolongation des
frappes aériennes en Syrie, décidées début
septembre par François Hollande et intensi-
fiées depuis les attentats de Paris, mème si la
droite cherchera à critiquer la diplomatie prési-
dentielle. a
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Gérard Chaliand(Il n'1y a rien
à négocier avec les islamistes>

Faut-il bombarder Daech avec
le risque de nouveauxattentats?
Pour [e spécialiste du terrorlsme,
il est grand temps de se défendre
etde ne pas culpabiliser.

11 epuis le Kurdistan irakien, Gérard
I I Cnaliand,spécialistedesquestions
Ll 

"uxegques 
etduterorisme a ré-

pondu à nos questions. Professeur invité
à Haward, il a aussi coordonné lIístotre
du terrorßme, de lAntiquité ù Daech paru
en septembre chez Fayard.
Beyrouth, I'avlon nrsse, Parls ¡ I'EI
e¡û-ll en traln de f¡l¡c du tenorlsme
une sorte de polttlque étr¡ngère?
Le lienentre l'avion russe etles attentats
de Paris estévident. LIEI n'est pas qu un
mouvement terroriste, cþst une organisa-
tion qui pratique plusieurs sortes d'ac-
tions: le terrorisme, l'action psychologique
avec une horreurthéâtralisée,mais aussi la
guérilla quand c'est utile, ou une guerre
coercitive. Pour défïnir Daech, il faut par-
ler de guene révolutionnaire. A ladiffé-
rence de la guérilla, la guerre révolution-
naire vise à s'emparer du pouvoir. Ainsi,
Daech veut exercerun contfôle adminis-
tratif surune population: battre monnaie,
sbccuper de la voirie, de la santé, de la dis:
tribution d'électricité.
N'est-ce pae plutôt une guere conûG-
révoludonn¡l¡e?
Dìsons plutôt des réactionnaires avec une
idéologie rétrograde mais mobilisatrice.
Le déclin, d'une part du mamisme-léni-
nisme, d'autre part du nationalisme, fait
pour certains de l'islamisme une option.
Dans certainés banlieues européennes,
des jeunes mar$nalisés, mal dans leur
peau, nbntplus que cette offre. La région
qui rn lnquiète particulièrement est l'Afri-
que. Face àla conionctionentre croissance
démog¡aphique et crise économique,
I'islamisme iihadiste risque de faire figure
de solution pourcertains ieunes.
sommeg-rous face à du nlhiüsme ?
Je trouve que ce terme est un peu prati-
que pour se débarrasser de questions qui
nous dérangent. Ceux qui reioignent les
rangs de Daech croient à quelque chose.
Ils sont dans la réaction, certes, mais ils
ne sont pas nihilistes. Certes, il n'y a rien
de constructif et tangible, ils ne parlent ni
de travail ni de développement économi-

que. Ils seconsidèrentun peu comme des
seigneurs.
Quelle est la parttodarfté du torro-
rlsmelsl¡mlste?
Dans l'écrasante maiorité des cas, que ce
soit dans les guérillas ou dans les actes ter-
roristes, l'autre souhaite négocier quelque
chose- et une négociation a lieu. Avec les

islamistes, il n'y a rien à négocier. S'ils
poursuivent un but, c'est l'écrasement de
I'autre. UtopiquemenL il cherche unevic-
toire complète, inatteignable.
@nncût Goltrecrñcr cattc volo¡té
hé¡émonlquc?
On ne va pas en finir facilement. i faut
déJà contenir militairement Daech, puis se
doter d'un arsenal iuridique permettantde
nepas laissertravailler à I'intérieur ceux
qui cherchent à nous nuire. Il est grand
temps de se défendre et'de ire pas se culpa-
biliser. Par ailleurs, le terrorisme est
essentiellement psychologique, cela se
passe dans les esprits et dans les volontés,
doncil ne fautpas rendreservice àl'adver-
saire. Montrer d'atroces images en boucle,
c'est faire la publicité de I'adversaire, et
cela nous déstabilise encore davantage.
Quand on est vraiment en guerre, ce qui
n'est pas le cas, contrairement à ce qubn
déclare, ily aquelque chose qüi sãppelle
<la censure de guerre>. Bien str, il faut in-
former, mais arrêtons de vendre de l'an-
goisse en continu.

Lð bontüdenGñc à legq¡ sont-lts
$dflsa¡rts contre Deeolr? !{e faut-ll pas
conbattrr¡¡rol?
Les bombardements sur Raqga, épicentre
proclamé de laprésence de fEtat isla-
mique enSyrie, sontune excellente initia-
tive. Je feglette simplement qubn ne I ait
pas fait plus tôt. C'est une réplique d'autant
plus utile qubn se souvient que leurvlc-
toire dans la ville kurde de Mossoul,
en juin 2O14, avait créé un appel d air poui
des milliers dãpprentis jihadistes.
Ce serait idéal de combattre I'EI au sol,
mais les conditions ne le permettent p¿rs.

Seuls les Américains pourraient le faire de
façon effïcace. Après leurs échecs en lrak,
en Libye et en Afghanistan, ce mode dhc-

tion n'est plus au progþmme. Il est désor-

. 
mais impossible de mobiliser lbpinion
publique sur ce type d'intervention qui
cotte très cher eir vies humaines eten
moyens. Deph¡s, BarackObamaest à
un an de lafïnde son mandat. Il n y.aque
I'intervention iusse qui pousse un peu les
Àméricains sur le terrain.
Fourquol ae Dot¡t-o! tr {fr lndópen-
drrnrnent deg Anérlc¡l¡s ? Dalttrcg
elll¡atr ¡oqt-ol!¡r pocclblcr?
Les Français sont déiàprésents surde
nombreux terrains : Mali, Niger, Cent¡a-
frique ou Irak pour lrrformation. Lebudget
militaire ne cesse¡le baisserdepuis 1982,
et nous ne disposons que de 15OOO hom.
mes opérationnels alors queles zones
d'intervention sont t¡ès étirées.
Les Britanniques, très performants il y a
une dlzaine d'années, se sont épuisés à
soutenir les Américains, tant enAfgha-
nistan qu'en Irak. Leurs forces militaires
sont aujourd'hui très affaiblies.
Il y a, certes, un rapprochement avec les
Russes. Mais ilsn irontpasau sol,ilsvont
continuer à bombarder à distance.
Fln¡lement, seuls lcs Kr¡¡des conb¡t-
tentllaech au sol...
En effeL c'estgrâce à eux que laville de
Kobané n'est pastombée. Ils sont aidés par
les Etats-Unis et paradoxalement aussi par
la Russie. Les Kurdes de Syrie sont remar-
quablement organisés, et ont remporté
une importante victoire naguère, à Tall
Abyad, position stratégique qui affaiblit
I'Etat islamique.Ils sont aussi actifs àHas-
saké et participeront, selon toute vraisem-
blance, à l'assaut sur Raqqa avec des bri-
gades arabes.Il s'agit de la force militaire
mêjeure dont les pays anti-islamlstes dis-
posentcomme allié. Par ailleurs, lesKur-
des d'Irak, les peshmergas, ont úès active-
ment pardcipé au refoulement de Daech
de larégion du Siniar. LiEI est aujourd'hui
militairement en recul. Quand aux Russes,
ils frappent les autres mouvements isma-
mistes également (Jabhat al-Nosra,lié à
Al-Qaeda et Ahrar al-Sham encoie plus
eftreme), Bien str, I'aire oir les Kutdes
peuvent intervenir est limitée par le fait
que les populations sont arabes. Cþst
parmi ces derniers qu'on peut éventuelle-
ment trouver des adversaires au Daech.
Que pensez-vous de lr $r¡tégle
turque, qul eernble pour le molns
anblguë?
Erdogan est un islamiste militant qui a
cessé d'être umodéré> depuis longtemps. ooo

l.it¡t;rttt.Lrttt Lrrndi -,Ì \ovr'li¿hrt .lllllj
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ooo pes¡ ¡s¡¡porter les demières élecdons, il a
ioué avec succès zur l'ultranationalisme,
voire le chauvinisme d'une importânte par:
tie de lëlectorat turc et a ciblé le PKK ainsi
que les Kurdes modérés (du HDP de Demir-
tas). Lorsdusiège de l(obané, il a fait ceqt'il
apu pour avantagsDaech, et lorsque ce
mouvement a menacé le Kurdistan dIrak,
il n'a pas lwé le petit doigt. Ce sont les Amé-

ricains qui sont intenrenus pour stopper,
avec leurs bombardements, l'avancée de
Daech. Pour I'union européenne, laTur-
quie est un allié plus qu'ambigu. Membre
de I'Otan, elle alongtemps interdit aux
Américains de se servir de la base située sur
son territoire et n'yaconsenti quetrès rå
cemment afin de se démarquer de Daech.
Elle appanient à une alliance objective avec

lesSaoudiens,les Qataris et les émanations
d'Al-Qaeda les Frères musulmans, pour la
défense d'un islam sunníte radical. Et tous
sontdes alliés ambigus gui financentceux
qui nous frappent auiourd'hui. e

RecueíIli par CXfllERIllE C,ALYET
E'ANASTASIA\dcruN

fCIlIAnfie 2s NovEMBRE æ15

Les Kurdes syriens, alliés encombrants
Paris et WaShington débattent d'une aide renforcée aux milices YPG, affiliées au PKK turc

rnatr (tnlr) - correspondance

errière I'excellence af-
fichée deleurcoopera-
tion conÍe les diiha-
distes de lbrganisa-

tion Etat islamique (EI), il estunsu-
iet délicat dans la discussion entre
la France et les Etats-Unis: sur qui
s'appuyer, au sol, pour faire recu-
ler I'EI? Plus précisément: åut-il,
en Syrie, soutenir davantage les
combattantskurdes des Unités de
protection du peuple (YPG) contre
la volonté de la Trrquig alliee dans
fOfAN? Sur cet aspect, maieur
pour progresser au plan opéra-
tionnel, les points de vue des deux
parteiaires de la campagne de
frappes en fiie divergent.

Les ministres de la défense,
Jean-Yves Le Drian et Ashton Car-
ter devaient s'entretenir durant
deux heures, mardi z4 novem-
bre, à Washington. La coopéra-
tioh militai¡ebilatérale s'est accé-
lérée depuis que le Pentaggne a
ouvert ses < dossiers ðbbjectiß >

pour ciblerÏEl en Syrie. L'cinten-
sificationn des foappes annoncée
par M. Hollande le i4 novembre a
eté servie lundi par les prémiers
raids de l'aéronavale depuis le
porte-avions Charles-de-Gaulle,
sur la.Syrie (à Rakka) et I'Irak
(Mossoul et Ramadi). Le navire
doit resterune semaine en Médi-
terranée orientale avant de partir
pour le Golfe, où Paris s'était en-
gagé à ce que son navire relève un
homologue américain.

Mais il est entendu que les frap-
pes aériennes ne suffiront pas à
<¡détrul¡e¡ l'EI comme le veulent
les présidents Obama etHollande
et l'enjeu est de préparer les pro-
chaines étapes de la.campagne
militaire. Paris considère néces-
saire de s'appuyer au sol sur les
YPG, qui ont pris position au nord
de Rakka. Ces forces à dpminânte
kurde sont une émanation du
Parti des travailleurs du Kurdis-
tan (PKK) turc, organisation con-

sidérée I'ennemi juré diAnkara et
classée comme tenorigte par les
Etats-Unis et IUE, Mais les YPG
sont devenus ces derniers mois le
principal partenaire de la coali-
tion intemationale contre I'EI en
Syne. <tLes Kurdes ont obtenu des
résultats en lraþ, on peut en dé-
duire des conclusions sur Ia Syrie t>,

estimait-on lundi à I'Elysée.
[a milice kurde syrienne a béné-

ficié deslivr¿isons américaines et
françaises d'armes. Mais à
Washington, une ligne plus pr&
cautionrleuse s'exprime au-
jourd'hui. Début novembre, Ie
porte-parole du Fentagone assu-
raif: << N ous ne foumis son s pas dhr-
mes ou de munitions auxYPG.>ll
précisait que cles liwaisons faites
jusqu'à. présent concemaient la
coalítion de lbpposítion syrienne
arabe 4lgs alliês arabes du mouVe-
ment kurde syrien et queles réap-
provisionnements continueraient
à leur être destinés. Une façon,de
maintenir Ïaide américaine sáns
apparaître comme des soutiens
endusifs desYPG.

Les YPG constituent la branche
armée de l'administration auto-
nome autoproclamée des Kurdes
de Syrie: trois ènclaves non conti-
guës, Afrin, Kobané et la Djezireh,
situées long de la froírtière avec la
Túrquie, qui constituent le <Ro-
javai ou- Kurdistan occidental
dans la phraséologie nationaliste
kurde. Allié au régime d'Hafez Al-
Assad jusqu'à la fin des années
r99o, le PKK a pu fonder une bran-

che politique en Syrie, le PYD. Ce

dernier a réactivé sa relation avec
le régime au début dê la révolu-
tion en 2011. Þamas luÍ a aban-
donndles régions kurdes de Syrie
courant 2012, laiqsant à lbrganisa-
tion la possibilité d'en proclamer
unilatéralement l'autonomie.

Partenalror prlvllóg|ór
Commandés par des cad¡es.mili
taires du PKK d'o-rigirie syrienne,
les YPG, et leurbranche féminine

Iles groupes
rebelles à

domlnante arabe
ont nlllé les YPG

sans paftager
leurc obfectlfs
stratéglques

très médiatisee, le YPl, accueillent
également dans leurs rangs quel-
ques dizaines de volontaires
étrangers indépendants, attirés
par le,proiet rwolutionnaÍre du
<RoiaVar ou la volonté de protê
ger les minorités chrétiennes de
la région. þurs combattants ne
peuvent être considérés comme
une forcedbpposition à Bachar
Al-Assad. Le regime ryrien reste
présent au cæur de zones qu'ils
dominent à lkmechliye ou Has-
saké. Lors de labataille dHassaké,
àl'été zots,les YPG ont suppléé
aux carences de Ïarmée syrienne
qui reculait devant l'EL

Mais ces forces kurdes ont ac-
quis le rang de partenaires privilé-
giés depuis lê siège de Koblrné en
octobre zor4 L'assistance mili-
taire dírecte des Etats-uriis s'est
traduite par des livraisonS d'ar-
mes et par dintenses frappes aé-

riennes qui ont permis de libérer
la ville.du siège de IEI début zor5.
Dans la foulée, la coopération en-
tre les YPG au sol et l'aviation coa-
lisée s'est systématisée dans tout
le nord-est syrien. Les YPG ont
ainsi pu avancer dans les zones
arabes de la Diezireh, puis pren-
dre Tal Abyad en juin, sur la fron-
tière entre la Syrie et la Turquie.

Certains $oupes rebelles à do-
minante arabe ont rallié les YPG

$an$ partager pour autant leurs
objectiß stratégiques. Résultant de
ces alliances disparates; la création
des <<Forces démòcratiques syrien-
nes> qui intègrent I'ensemble des

torces arabes et chrétiennes alliées
aux YPG, a été prodamée le tt oc-
tobre. la coordination entre les re-
belles modérés de lArmée sy-
riennelibre et ces forces, appuyées
par les frappes aériennes américai-
nes, est iug€e pafante.

Selon.une source de la défense
française, <íI n'y a personne
dhutre!¡ Le groupe, assure ce
haut responsable, cumule actuel-
lemenl les atouts d'être < à trente
kilomètres de Rakka, de disposer
de forces conséquentes, et d'être
prêt à mener. Ibffensíven. \es
avancées des YPG ont cependant
leurs lÍmites.:,treur dominante
kurde reste indiscutable. Ils ont
en outre.été accusés de recruter
:des.enfants soldats et de seliyrer
à'dés destructions devillages ara-
bes et des déplacements forcés de
population. Des actes pouvant
cqmpromettre la capacité des
YPG à avancer vers Rakka et tenir
des zones de peuplement arabe
du fait de la déflance des popula-
tíons locales. ¡

AI.I.AN KAVA1TT
NATHAL¡ß oularnr (À rnnrs)
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fUZ KHURMATO - The streets of the mixed
I Turkmen-Kurdish town of Tuz Khurmato are

mostly quiet three days after lranian intervention
and negotiations between Kurdish and Shiite
leaders stopped the conflict that erupted bet-
ween them on '12 November.

Nevertheless, tensions continue via social
media after a Kurdish civilian in Europe call¡ng
himself Abu Chicho Azraeli published a video
insulting Shiite pardmilitary forces in response to
their videos.

Following the released of the video, civilians
recorded yet another video showing a Kurdish
flag being walked on ¡n Karbala, one of holiest
cities in Shia lslam. ln reaction, Kurds burned an
lraqi flag in the main market of Erbil, the capital
of the Kurdistan region, last Friday.

Moreover, more videos were published of
Kurdish civilians burning lraqi flags and insulting
former Pr¡me Minister Nouri al-Maliki in the last
two days.

These videos could spark new conflicts on
the fault lines between Shiite and Kurdish forces
in the areas disputed between Baghdad and the
Kurdish administration in Erbil.

Over 20 people had already been k¡lled in
clashes when a gunfight broke out between
Kurdish Peshmerga forces and Sh¡ite Popular
Mobil¡zation Units (PMU) forces at a Kurdish
checkpoint on 12 November.

Three days later the town of Tuz Khurmato
looks almost empty, the streets of which are
patrolled by Kurdish security forces. "Could we
see PMU?" we asked Kurdish civilians. "Don't go
there - there are snipers and they will shoot
you," said Sofi, a 20-year-old Kurdish civilian.

flunfire erupted sporadically from Shiite sni-
\,1pers while most shops had been reduced to
ashes - either burned by Shiite Turkmen civi-
lians or Kurds.

"There was fighting between the Shiites and
Kurds," said Aso, 21, a Kurdish civilian standing
in a shop next to the burned remains of a
Turkmen shop. "You see the crisis here, and the
Popular Mobilization forces have snipers and
attack the people. Most of the tenitory ¡s under
their control because of the snipers, even
Kurdish districts."

This ¡s not the first time there have been pro-

This is nothing new," said
Colonel Naieb Hassan Afgha,
of from the L6th brigade of the
Ministry of Peshmerga. //There

were some problems a long
time ago. There is a problem

between Kurdish and
Turkmen people. A couple of
days ago, a Shiite militia fired
on a Kurdish checkpoint. After
that, one Shiite militia fighter

was killed, and eight were cap-
tured by Peshmerga forces."

Tensions between K
Shiites could spark

urds and
warvc

blems between Shiite paramilitary groups and
Kurdish Peshmerga forces. On 9 May, Shiite
militants kidnapped the presidential guards of
lraqi President Fuad Masum, a Kurd. After this,
tensions also rose between Shiites and Kurds in
Tuz Khurmato.

"Th¡s ls nothing neq" said Colonel Najeb
Hassan Afgha, of from the 16th brigade of the
Minisfy of Peshmerga. "There were some pro-
blems a long time ago. There is a problem bet-
ween Kurdish and Turkmen people. A couple of
days ago, a Shiite militia fired on a Kurdish
checkpoint. After that, one Shiite militia fighter
was killed, and eight were captured by
Peshmerga forces."

Following the attack, PMU forces sent rein-
forcements from outside Tuz Khurmato and
attacked Kurdish civilians, and burning and loo-
ting Kurdish shops and houses in revenge. They
even attacked the hospital, kill¡ng doctor
Abdulkhal¡q AMulkarim.

ln response, the Kurds sent Peshmerga
forces from the frontlines against the lslam¡c
State and anti-terror forces from Sulaymaniyah
to the c¡ty to prevent escalation.

"They came down to the tactories and captu-
red the workers and kidnapped 63 Kurdish peo-
ple, and they took them to Amerli," Afgha said.

"After that, clashes erupted between Kurdish
civilians and Shiite militias. The Shiite militias
started burning and robbing shops, houses and
trucks, but Kurds did the same."
/\ fgha suspects that criminal elements among
/Elthe Kurds and Turkmen ùied to take advan-
tage of the conflict situation to loot and smuggle.
"An Arab family came from Baghdad and their
car was stolen by an unknown group," he said.

As a consequence, my driver asked me to
remove my press pass, fearing possible
attempts by criminals to rob or kidnap us in the
city. Some Kurdish civil¡ans say the Shiite militias
hate the Peshmerga forces so much that they
compare them to lSlS militants.

"They call the Kurdish forces daeshmerga.
They are religious extremists and burned down
the Kurdish shops," Sofi told me. "People are
running away and most of them send their fami-
lies away. The people are very concerned and
the situation is horrible."

On Wednesday, PMU militias released 15
Kurdish hostages a week after the clashes took
place. Moreover, Kurdish secur¡ty forces disar-
med Kurdish civilians who were trying to fight.

"Why they fight against civilians? They are
extrem¡st and sectarian forces that want to
control Tuz Khurmato," Sofi said.

"There are troublemakers," said Kurdish civi-
lian Cumma, 34. "The Kurds and Turkmen and
Arabs live together and are good people, but the
Shiite militias come from Baghdad and make
problems."

"ln the beginning there was a f¡ght between
Shiit ïurkmen and Arabs, and now between
Kurds and Turkmen," he said. "The Turkmen ¡n
Tuz Khurmato are very nice people, I think the
people from outs¡de come and make problems
and desûoy everything."

The tensions have disrupted the road bet-
ween the Kurdish-controlled tenitory towards
Baghdad.

"People don't go to Baghdad anymore. The

Shiite militia captured his brother," Cumma said,
pointing at a Kurdish civilian who refused to be
interviewed, fearing for the safety of his brother.
"No one knows where he is now His brother just
wants to know if he is alive or not."

"We all knew this was going to happen,"
Cumma added. "Once theyfinish lSlS, the Kurds
will be next, they told us. Their plan is to capture
Tuz today, and then they will go to Kirkuk and
beyond. Our leaders say there ¡s an agreement
and settle things down, but I don't trust them. We
are afraid."

According to Cumma, the problem is that
there are difierent Shiite groups who do not work
together. "Those from lraqi PM] Abadi are okay,
but those from fformer PMI Malik¡ are very extre-
mist and violent," he said.

Kemal Kerkuki, the commander of the front-
line in the town of Dibiz, says the PMU must
leave these areas.

"They are not like Peshmerga forces - they
are mixed and they don't listen to anyone, inclu-
ding lraqi PM Abadi,' he said. "They don't follow
the law, and don't believe in democracy.

"They don't allow Sunnis to go back to ïkrit,
and now they come to our city to kill us," said 25-
year-old Kurdish civilian Zulfiqar. "Where were
they when lSlS took Mosul? Why they don't libe-
rate the Shia village of Al Bashir."

/\ bu Qasim, a spokesperson for a PMU group
/-tlinked to Haider al-Abadi in Kirkuk, said mis-
takes had been made on both sides but that the
leadership had solved the problems and that
Kurds and Shiite fighters would together liberate
the lsls-occupied Shi¡te Turkmen village of Al-
Bashir in Kirkuk Governorate.

"lt is not the time or place to fight because
we have a common enemy who targets huma-
nity," he told me.

"ln the resistance factions there are hardli-
ners and moderates," he said of the political fac-
tions within the Shiite paramilitary forces. "But if
the leadership tells them, they will not enter the
conflict. lt is in no one's ¡nterest to have more
conflict."

"We need time to calm down the tensions,
because people died. ln lraq. it's difficult since
lraqis are impulsive," he said. "The tribal people
l¡ke to fight because they grew up with weapons.

"lSlS kills Kurds, and lSlS kills Turkmen. +

An Arab membet of the Kmdish securìty
police Asayish is used to petrol the city

of Tuz Khurmøto (Wløilímir oøn
W ilge nb urg, 1.6 N oa emb er 2075 )
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+ At the same time, Turkmen lSlS kill Shiite
Turkmen, and Arab lSlS also kill Shiite Arabs,"
he said. "Therefore, Turkmen, Kurds and Arabs
are not each other's enemies - lSlS's ideo-
logy is our enemy."

Qut while many Kurdish leaders and Shiite
lJpoliticians see lSlS as a common enemy,
experts expect more clashes.

"lranian-backed Shia militias have sporadi-

cally ra¡sed their anti-Kurdish messaging since
2013," said Philip Smyth, a University of
Maryland researcher who tracks lranian-
backed Shiite mil¡t¡as.

"[There is] much more anti-Barzani
IKurdish president] and propaganda attempling
to cast the Kurds as agents of lsrael, lSlS, and
the United States," he added.

And it's unlikely that the Obama adminis-

trat¡on could do much to stop these tensions ¡n

the future, Smyth says.
"l don't believe the US can do all that much

to stop feuding between the Shia mil¡tias and
Kurdish elements. Both groups want to expand
their influence-"¡

wladimir van W¡lgenburg is a political analyst
and heelance journalist specializing in Kurdish pol¡-

t¡cs, based ¡n Erb¡\. He tweets @wanwilgenburg

Why do some Turks approve of lslamic
State terrorism?

Turkish football fanst disruption of moments of sÍlence for victims of lslamic State attacks in Paris and in
Turkey show support for IS and stem from the domestic and foreign policies of Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

:¡fi ft:l,:i#iå?ili'
ffi m::î.ï'"iffii:tkuBi'¡a

/-\n Nov. 17 at a friendly soccer match between Turkey and Greece, a
\:f group of ïurkish spectators interrupted a minute of silence honoring
the victims of the Nov. 13 lslam¡c State (lS) attacks ¡n Paris, wh¡stling,
chanting slogans and shouting "Allahu Akbar." There are three important
reasons why this incident, at lstanbul's Basaksehir Stadium, cannot be
dismissed as an ordinary act of hooliganism.

First, the protest ¡llustrates that a segment of Turkish society clearly
approves of lS terrorism. Second, it reflects an alarming sense of
estrangement from the victims and the communities to wh¡ch they belong.
This lack of empathy could well stem from the callousness of excluding
"the other" (and possibly lead to one's own sense of exclusion being
transformed ¡nto radical hostility expressed in violent action). Third, the
whistles and chants, which continued during the Greek national anthem,
demonstrate how Turkey's pol¡tical culture has changed since President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan's Justice and Development Party (AKP) came to
power in 2002.

Forl3 years, large segments of Turkish society have been under the
strong influence of a multifaceted project promoting lslamic conser-
vatism, which the AKP has pushed systematically through its political
leadership, the police and judiciary, the education system, the media,
social networks and local adm¡nistrat¡ons. The drive has markedly inten-
sified since 2011, a milestone year during which the AKP won general
elections with 50% of the vote, weeded out Kemal¡sts in the military and
embarked on a regional policy aimed at toppling the Bashar al-Assad
regime in neighboring Syria.

The AKP government, which has evolved into the "Erdogan regime," has
sought through social engineering campaigns to permanently reshape
ïurkey and consolidate ¡ts power. lslamist radicalization has been one of
the by-products of this political culture, which can generally be described
as lslam¡st, pro-Sunni and Ottomanist. The wh¡stles and chants of "Allahu
Akbar" dur¡ng the moment of silence in the Basaksehir district, an AKP
stronghold, were the very reflection of this rad¡calization.

/\ ccording to Cumhuriyet, members of the AKP's youth branch, atten-
lElding free of charge, had set off the disruption, which then spread
among others in the stands. ln other words, the daily's reporting traced
the source of the disturbance to the government. The follow¡ng day, Nov.
'18, Erdogan criticized the incident, but the manner in which he did so
pointed to the same source, albeit in a different way.

Remarkably, Erdogan focused on the booing of the Greek national
anthem and ignored the disrespect for the minute of silence. ln a live tel-
evision interview, he said, "There was a minute of silence, atter which the
national anthems were played. And then those irresponsible people,
probably a few hundred of them, started to boo. This is incomprehensi-
ble. We are not a nation incapable of tolerating even the national anthem
of another country. That's not in the genes of this nation. How would we
feel if someone else did the same to us? One is supposed to listen
through it quietly, and that's it."

Should one view Erdogan's fa¡lure to condemn the disrespect shown for
the Paris victims as an incidental omission? lf so, then what about his fail-
ure to condemn the booing during the minute of silence held at an earli-

er international game to honor the Turkish citizens killed in the Oct. 10
suicide bombings in Ankara attributed to lS? Just a coincidence? Yes,
within a month's time, Turk¡sh football fans twice disrupted moments of
silence held for victims of lS terror attacks. The f¡rst incident had occurred
on Oct. 13, during a 2016 Euro qualifier between Turkey and lceland in
Konya, in central Turkey. A large group of spectators hurled boos and
whistles during the minute of silence honoring the 102 people slain in
Ankara three days earlier. Erdogan's lack of condemnation for this disrup-
tion is not the only thing the two stadium incidents have in common.

t^ iven that the minute of silence ¡n lstanbul was intended to honor
\f,Westerners, one could argue that mounting anti-Western sentiment
in Turkey, the result of the regime's social engineering, had played a part.
This, however, would be an incomplete theory because it fails to explain
the incident in Konya, where the minute of s¡lence was meant to honor
Turkish citizens - mostly Kurds and Alevis - not Westerners. Rather,
both incidents that Erdogan has declined to denounce constitute a reluc-
tance to condemn lS and ¡ts terrorism. One can argue the episodes were
separate expressions of hostility stemming from the ¡dentities of the vic-
tims in Paris and Ankara, but the minimal prerequisite for such reckless
expression is the absence of any disapproval of lS. No doubt, the sym-
pathy for lS and hostil¡ty toward the West and Alevis evident in Turkey
today nurture each other, creating a cause-and-effect relationship.

Pollsters are yet to conduct a credible survey assess¡ng how much sym-
pathy lS continues to enjoy among Turks now that 134 of their compatri-
ots - 102 in Ankara and 32 in a suicide attack ¡n Suruc on July 20 -
have been killed in attacks attributed to the group. An earlier survey, how-
ever, might provide an idea of ¡ts extent. The Marshall Fund's Turkish
Perception Survey, consisting of face-to-face interviews of 1 ,018 respon-
dents in 16 provinces on July 4-13, found that 6.6% of Turks believe lS is
not a terrorist organization, and another|5.6% said lS does not consti-
tute a threat to Turkey. These figures are troubling figures for a majority
Sunni country of 75 million people.

Furthermore, Turkish nationals have emerged as the perpetrators in all
the bombings attributed to lS in the country thus far, indicating that peo-
ple are being recruited from among the local populace. Hence, the link ¡s
established between the suicide bombings and the show of sympathy for
lS in the bleachers. Yet, Erdogan insists the West is the source of the
problem.

ln the Nov. 18 interview, he blamed the West for the flow of international
jihadists to Syria via Turkey, stating, "We don't claim there are no Daesh
ilSl militants in Turkey today. Fore¡gn f¡ghters have gone to Syria from
France, Britain and Germany ... They couldn't have crossed lrom Turkey
to Syria if we had received certain informat¡on lfrom the said countries].
What can we do ¡f we don't get information? Are we supposed to stop
tourist entries and exits? They would then start screaming that Turkey
has banned freedom of travel."

True, "Daesh militants" are present in Turkey, as Erdogan says, but most
of them are apparently Turkish nationals. The country's lS problem today
is a combined outcome of the government's domestic pol¡tics and its
Syria policy, which have enabled lS to organize and recruit fighters in
Turkey. o

Kadr¡ Gursel ¡s a columnist for Al-Monitor's Turkey Pulse. He wrote a column tor
the Turkish daily Miiliwt between 2007 and July 2015. He Íocuses primarily on

Turkish foreign policy, internat¡onal affairs and Turkey's Kurdish quest¡on, as well
as Turkey's evolving political Islam- On Twitter: @Kadricursel
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Barzani: Kurds and Kurdistan owe gratitude to Daniel
lrtitterrand and her memory will remain immortal
Tuesday, 24 November 20'l 5 - http://english.shafaaq.com

( hafaq News / The President of Kurdistan, Massoud Baaani confirmed
¡Jthat the Kurds and Kurdistan owe gratitude to Mrs. Danielle
Mitterrand, pointing out that her memory will remain immortal.

This came during Barzani's presence in the memorial ceremony,
which was hetd yesterday in Erbil, on the anniversary of the death of
the Kurdish peopte friend , Danielle Mitterrand, wife of the late former
French President , Francois Mitterrand, which was held under the super-
vision of the provincial government by Schwann Brq¡yer Foundation for
Culture and Àrts,

Baaani openeð an exhibition at the beginning a Photography cere-
mony that disptayed pictures of historical stages of the life of
Mitterrand, then delivered a speech in which he referred to the role of
Mitterrand and France in supporting the peopte of Kurdistan, declaring
that the Kurds and Kurdistan owe gratitude for this tady and her
memory will remain immortal.

Bar¿ani also noted that the relations between Kurdistan and France
are historical and Kurds tooked to France as a friend and a supporter,
noting that during the aggression of "lSlS" on Kurdistan , the French
President visited Erbit and this was a great support for the peopte of
Kurdistan, noting that the recent terrorist attacks in France were
because of those positions.

Barzani renq,ved his condolences on the occasion of casualties in
those terrorist operation, declaring that it showed that the terrorists
are the enemies of everyone and the free wortd must unite against ter-
rorism.

Barzani pointed out that the survival of the terrorists is temporary
and have no future.

Nechirvan Barzani detivered a speech in the ceremony as well as the
French Consut in Erbit ad the son of Ms. Gitbert Mitterrand in the anni-
versary ceremony in addition to a number of other speeches , as a docu-
mentary fitm was presented about Mrs. Mitterrand's life and their posi-
tions in support of the peopte of Kurdistan r

NOVEMBER 28,2015¡¡

by Mary Chastain s8 Nov zol5so
htÞ : // rvrvw.breitbart. com

Activist Mustapha Abdi told AFP the soldiers
"had arrived'in recent hours,'in what is the
first official deployment of US ground troops
in Syria." The Kurdish People's Protection
Units (YPG) confirmed the troops will train
and "plan offensives'in Jarablus and Raqqa,
which is the de facto capital ofthe terrorist
group's caliphate.

From the AFP:

Rami Abdel Rahman, the director of the
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, a
British-based monitor, said "more than so
American instructors have arrived in
northern and northeastern Syria".

He said they had arrived in two groups
over the past two days, coming from

Turkey and from the autonomous Kurdish
region of neighbouring Iraq.

He said about 30 were in Kobane itself,
with the rest in Hasakeh province in east-
ern Syria.

'We have said before that we will be putting a
small number of troops on the ground in Syria
to coordinate with our pårtners there in a non-
combat role. We will not be providing the
specifics oftheir whereabouts or travel plans
beyond that," stated the U.S. Central
Command.

In October, President Barack Obama
announced the U.S. planned to deploy 5o
troops to Syria, mainlyto "isolate" Raqqa.

Kobane is important to ISIS since it allows
them an easy route to transport jihadists. But
the city is also valued by the Kurds.

"Kobane s)rynbolises the Kurdish resistance,
not only in Syria but in other parts ofthe
Middle East," explained Sirwan Kajjo, a
Syrian-Kurdish analyst. "Its loss would trans-
late into a defeat for the entire Kurdish nation.
The city has gained strategic importance now,
partly because it is the first Syrian town to
stand against ISIL for such a long time. Other
Syrian towns and cities fell into ISIL hands
without any resistance. "

Armenians, fleeing persecution from the
Ottoman Empire, populated the city in r9r5.
The Kurds from Anatolia followed on their
footsteps. The end of the Ottomån Empire split
the eity between T\rrkey and Syria in r9zr.

"The area of Suruc province is also called'the
Armenian cemetery' because ofthe thousands
of Armenians who died there during the
deportations," said Cengiz Aktar, a Turkish
political analyst. "It was a terrible place when
the Armenians arrived back then, and the area
has a tragic history. It is being repeated now."

But others believe the devotion to Kobane has
nothing to do with history. Mostafa Minawai,
director of the Ottoman and Ti¡rkish Studies
Initiative at Cornell University, claimed the
city "lies at the heart of a Kurdish dream" and
"more connected with future ambitions." o

REP0RT: 50 U.S. S0II|IERS lll
KÍ|BAIIE, SYRIA Tfl TRAI]I KURIIS

At least 5o U.S. soldiers arrived in Kobane, Syria, on Thursday to train
Kurdish People's Protection Unit soldiers against the Islamic State
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ïl{t [A¡ty BEAS] November 27.20rs

Why lt's Time for
a Free Kurdistan
Ifs spread across several de facto'statesr'but Kurdish
nationalism has become a reality as the rest of
the Middle East crumbles.

Written by Aliza Marcr¡s and Andrew
A¡rostolou NOV.27,2015
htÞ://www.thedailyùeast com

Jt's time to stop dèbating whether or not the
Il(urds deserve an independent state. There
are around 4o million Kurds across Turkey,
Iraq, Iran, and Syria-the largest ethnic group
without selfdetermination. Kurds have long
sought independence, but the states in which
theylive have always opposed it. The U.S. and
its Western allies oppose Kurdish indepen-
dence because offears it could destabilize the
already volatile Middle East.

The arguments against Kurdish indepen-
dence are obsolete. It's not a question of whe-
ther the world should allow Kurds to have inde-
pendent states. It's a matter of the intemational
community catching up with what the Kurds
have aìready done. In Iraq and Syria, Kurdish
groups have estabÌished their own states-albeit
de facto-without waiting for anyone's permis-
sion. These are not fulþ fledged independent
countries with diplomatic missions at the
United Nations and intemational recognition.
They don't need to be. Kurds have shown they
can manage without that In Turkey, where
close to half of all Kurds live, they are deman-
ding seìf-mle but are up against a state that is
unwilling to negotiate political rights.

The question now is whether the U.S. and
others can accept Kurdish self-rule. That ques-
tion is more urgent given the importance of the
Kurds in Iraq and Syria for the fight against the
so-called Islamic State widely known as ISIS. As
importantly, can the Kurds learn to accept their
own divisions and not constantly meddle in
each other's affairs?

In Iraq, the Kurds have govemed them-
selves since r99r, when a U.S.led no-fly zone
was established in the country's north to protect
the Kurds from Saddam Hussein's forces. The
Kurds set up the Kurdistan Regional
Government (KRG), their own parliament, used
a differcnt version of the Iraqi dinar than the
rest of the country, and even issued their own
postal stamps. Iraqi Kurdistan managed to sur-
vive isolation, intemational boycotts, and a civil
war that divided the area between the two main
Kurdish parties. After the U.S. and its allies top-
pled Saddam's regime in 2oo3, Iraqi
Kurdistan's status as a federal region was for-
malized by the Iraqi state.

Qince then, the Iraqi Kurds have run their own
l)affairs with little regard to Baghdad and little
concem about not being an independent state.
Massoud Barzani, the president of Kurdistan
(his term ofñcially ended in August but he
hasn t steppeddown), did announce inthe sum-
mer of zor4 that he planned a referendum on
independence when it looked like the Iraqi state

was going to collapse, He posþoned the vote
indefinitely a few months later when it became
clear that defending Kurdistan against ISIS was
the prioúty.

In fact, the KRG doesn't need to formally
declare independence. It aheady acts as ifwere.
The Iraqi Kurds have taken advantage oftheir
control over oil reserves to sign deals with
foreign oil companies. Iast year, after Baghdad
failed to pay them their share of oil exports, the
Iraqi Kurds began selling oil abroad on their
own-despite Iraqi and U.S. opposition and
lawsuits that unsuccessfirlly sought to stop this.
They also have their own, mo¡e liberal border
rules. While Baghdad requires that most forei-
gners obtain visas in advance, Iraqi Kurdistan's
two intemational airports provide visas on the
spot. Foreign embassies are in Baghdad, but
more and more countries recognize that they
need a consulate in the Kurdish capital Erbil.
Among them are the five permanent members
of the United Nations Security Council, and
Turkey. The feel in Erbil is oftotal separation
from the rest of Iraq-which suits people jus
fine.

TZurds are also building their own state in
-N,Syria's northeast, an area that borderc
Turkey and Iraqi Kurdistan. The collapse of
Syria as a state gave the Syrian Kurds an ope-
ning that they grabbed. Kurds associated with
the Democratic Union Party, known as PYD and
an affiliate of the PKK (the Kurdish Workers
Party that is fighting Turkey), and now control
most of Syrian Kurdistan (known as "Rojava"
meaning western Kurdistan). The Syrian
Kurdish military forces, known as the YPG, in
effect lead the U.S. campaign against ISIS in
Syria. In a little over a year, the YPG has pushed
ISIS off most of the Syrian-Tirrkish border,
depriving the jihadists of vital supply lines (see

maps here). Although they have taken heavy
losses-their fighters have no helmets, body
annor, or even basic field dressings-the YPG is
now around 3o miles from the ISIS capital,
Raqqa.

The Syrian Kurdish administration says it
doesn't want independence. They have declared
a series of so-called self-administered cantons
that for all practical purposes are as indepen-
dent as can be in wartime. They've introduced
new textbooks and set up rudimentary judicial
systems and are working on economic develop-
ment. They've received positive attention for
their fighters'focus on defeating ISIS and their
commitment to women's rights-they have out-
lawed polygamy and deploy women on the
frontline. They take pleasure in the widespread
belief among the jihadists that being killed by a
Kurdish woman is a ticket to hell.

The U.S. and its Western allies have long
opposed an independent Kurdistan. That's
because they have always seen the Kurdish issue

through the prism of the states in which the
Kurds live, in particular Tirrkey. For decades,
the Turkish government sought to forcibly assi-
milate the Kurds, denying their existence as a
separate ethnic group with their own language.
Tirrkey long feared that any gains by Kurds in
other countries would boost Kurdish demands
inside.

The Iraqi-, Turkish-, and Syrian-based
Kurdish parties all refuse to stop interfering in
each other's affairs. Barzani, head of the
Kurdish Kurdistan Democratic Parry (KDP) in
Iraq, has sought to exert his influence in Rojava.
He has demanded that his Sy'rian Kurdish allies
be allowed to deploy their own militias separa-
tely from the YPG. The YPG refuses, saying that
having two different military forces is a recþ
for civil war. That's something Barzani should
know well, given that his KDP forces fought
with their rivals, the Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan, from 1994 to 1998.

The YPG and PKK have done the same in
retum, insisting that they be allowed to deploy
in Iraqi Kurdistan. Their forces helped to save
Yezidis in August 2014 from the ISIS assault on
Iraq s Siqjar area. The YPG and PKK retumed in
November zor5-against the KRG's reported
wishes-when Bazani commanded a force of
Iraqi Kurds, backed by the U.S., to successfrrlly
recapture Sinjar. The PKK's involvement was
important, but Barzani's administration claims
political authority over Sinjar and reftrses to
accept YPG and PKK demands for a separate
governing structure for the Yezidis.

f,ror the moment, there seems to be no chance
I'of autonomy or independence in lran, where
around 7 million Kurds live. The Islamic
Republic oflran reprcsses Kurdish activism and
executes Kurdish political prisoners. The Party
of Free Life of Kurdistan (PJAK), a Pl(K-affilia-
ted group, engages in very occasional fighting
with Iranian forces. The PKK on behalf of
PJAK, offered a ceasefire in zon, which the
Iranian govemment rejected. Since then, nume-
rous Iranian Kurds have joined the fight against
ISIS, whether in lraq or S1ria. As one Iranian
Kurd fighting in Kobane in Syrian Kurdistan
told the BBC, "\{hen we've freed Kobane, we'll
be offto Iran. It's their turn next."

Given how Kurds have been treated in the
countries in which they live, it s no surprise that
they have demanded the right to govern them-
selves and are willing to fight. So it's time that
the international community caught up with
Kurdish desires and helped Kurds build stable,
democratic institutions, instead of taking the
side of those who want to rule over the Kurds. O

AlinMarcus isthe author of Bloodand
Belief: The P.K.K. andthe KurdíshFightfor

Independenee.
Andrew þostolou is a Kurdistan expert based

in Washington, D.C.
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d Turquie: le chef du PKI pp.elle l'UE et les USA
à aider à faire la paix

Berlin,29 novembre 2015 (AFP)

LE CHEF des rcbelles kurdes, Cemil Bayik, a exhorté I'Union européenne
et les Etats-Unis à lancer une initiative de pa¡x pour mettre f¡n à la "gueno
civ¡le" en couls selon !u¡ en Turqu¡e du fa¡t de la l¡gne po¡¡tique adopûóe
par Ankara.
"Nous ne voulons plus nous battæ, nous voulons des solutions pol¡tiques et pour
cela nous avons besoin d'un facilitateur pour faire la pa¡x, une tierce partie", a
déclaré le dirigeant du Parti des trava¡lleurs du Kurdistan (PKK) à l'édition domi-
n¡cale du quot¡dien allemand Bild.

"C'est la raison pour laquelle nous demandons aux Etats-Un¡s ou à lAllemagne,
en tant que membre de I'UE, d'endosser ce rô|e", a-t-il ajouté, intenogé depuis
son quartier-général des monts Kandil, dans I'extrême nord du Kurdistan irakien.

Le PKK figure ac{uellement sur la liste des organ¡sations tenoristes des Etats-
Un¡s et de I'UE. Mais aux yeux de M. Bayik cette s¡tuation doit changer compte
tenu du rôle joué par les Kurdes dans la lutte contre I'organ¡sation jihadistê Etat
lslamique en hak et en Syrie.

"L'heure est venue de retirer entièrement le PKK de la liste des organisations
tenoristes', a est¡mé son chef, considéré comme un modéré du mouvement.

ll s'est inquiété de la toumure prise par le conf ¡t avec les furces armées turques.

"Des chars, de l'artillerie et des hél¡coptères sont déployés dans le sud de la
Turquie contre la population civile kurde, il s'agit de la pire s¡tuation qu'on ait
connue depuis des décennies", a dédaré le dirigeant du PKK.

"Le gouvemement furc dit que cette gueÍe durera jusqu'à ce que tous les com-
battants kurdes so¡ent tués ou se rendent, c'est la raison pour laguelle þ dis

qu'en effet, nous les Kurdes, sommes à nouveau en guerre civile avec la
Turquie', a-t-il ajouté.

En 2012,|'ouverture de discussions entre Ankara et Abdullah Öcalan a nouni
I'espoir d'une f¡n du conflit kurde, qui a fait plus de 40.000 morts depuis 1984.
Mais le 20 juillet dem¡er, un attentat suicide attribué au groupe Et¡at islamique
(El), qui a tué 32 militants prokurdes à Suruç, à la front¡ère syrienne, a sonné le
glas du cessez-le-feu.

Une branche du PKK y a répondu en revendiquant I'assassinat de deux poli-
ciers, une "act¡on punitive" contre la Turquie accusée de soutenir les j¡hadistes.
En retour, Ankara a lancé une ofiensive contre le PKK et depu¡s, le sud-est à
majorité kurde de la Turquie a rcplongé dans la violence. a

.! REUTERS

Kurds should be at Saudi-held
S)tria opposition meet r leader

BEIRUT, November n,2Ol5 - By Sylvia Vt/estall(Reuters)

SYRIAN tr(IRDS need political and military representation at a
Syrian op¡ro.sition oonference organised by Saudi Arabia next
month because they are a main partner fighting fslamic State
and important to Syria's future, a Syrian Kurdish leader said.
Saudi Arabia sals it is in contact with opposition groups about a potential
meeting in the kingdom to unify their position ahead of upcoming peace
talks. Some groups fighting against Syrian President Bashar al-Assad are
wary of the Kurds, whom they see as collaborating with Damascus, a
charge they deny.

Saleh Muslim, co-chair of the Kurdish Democratic Union Party (PYD),
said no official invitations for the conference had been received yet but
that the PYD expected to be represented via the National Coordination
Body, a broader intemal opposition group.

What was more important was representation of armed factions, Muslim
said. This meant the Democratic Forces of Syria, a new U,S.-backed coali-
tion force involving the Kurdish YPG militia and Arab fighters, must be
allowed to attend.

"They are the main padner against Daesh (Islamic State). Those forces
are takjng the areas liberated from the regime and from Daesh, so this
group should be a part of it," he told Reuters by telephone, describing the
new armed alliance as "a project for the future of Syria".

"If there is Free Syrian Army (invited), this group should also be repre-
sented. The representation ofthe autonomous (Kurdish) area also should
be there because they are a main factor in this conflict," he said.

Saudi Arabia has not yet set a date for the conference, which is seen as an
opportunity to bring together groups whose lack of unity has been a long-
standing problem in seekjng a peaceful solution to the nearþ five-year
conflict.

The YPG militia has seized swathes of Syria from Islamic State with the
help of U.S.Jed strikes. The Syrian Kurds have declared an autonomous
administration across parts of northern Syria along the Turkish border,
rankling Ankara, which has fought a decades-long insurgency against
Kurdish PKK separatists.

Muslim accused Turkey of shooting down a Russian jet earlier this week
in order to further disrupt the Syrian war, where he said armed groups
backed byTurkey had lost some ground.

"T\rrkey wanted to turn the tables because they don't want the Syrian con-
flict to go towards a peace process and a political solution. I think there
was planning for such a thing," he said, echoing Russian comments about
Turkey.

Turkey has said the Russian jet violated its airspace and that its air force
had responded correctly.

"It's a new escalation in the Syrian conflict," Muslim said, pointing out
that Russia had already retaliated by bombarding a rebel-held border
crossing on Wednesday which he said insurgents had been using to ferry
in supplies from Ttrrkey.

"We are worried but it is becoming clearer and clearer what is going on,"
he said, saying that Thrkey had been supporting groups that cooperated
with hardline Islamists in Syria.

"There is Daesh, there is an al Qaeda-related organisation, Nusra Front,
which works with groups like Ahrar al-Sham and the others. Many of
those are supported by Turkey - this is the problem. Everything has been
made very clear in front of our eyes," he said,

Turkey has denied supporting hardline groups in Syria.

Muslim said Russia had been bombarding insurgents in Syria which
included Chechen and Asian fighters Moscow sees as a threat to its
national security.

"Russia is dealing with them because they see them as a threat for Russia
in the future ifthey come back. They are talking about 5,ooo people that
are there," he said, referring to foreign fighters.

He added that the PYD had however not increased its contacts with
Moscow since Russia started bombing Slria two months ago.

"It is just ordinary contact... we have a representative in Moscow who
relays information from them. But there is nothing new," he said, adding
that Moscow had not offered increased support for the Kurds either. o
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Le général peshmerga AzizWeysi
demande plus d'aide pour défaire Daech

Pierre Barbance
zz Novembre,2or1. -
Humanite.fr

¡-tommandant des zaravani, les
Lunités d'élite des Kurdes
d'lrak, I'officier supérieur s'est
rendu au Sinjar pour inspecter les
lignes de défense..ll insiste égale-
ment sur I'importance du barrage
de Mossoul, tenu par ses hommes
et cibles des camions piégés de
Daech.

Sinjar (lrak), envoyé spécial.
Le général Aziz Weysi, comman-
dant des zaravani, cette task force
des peshmergas du Kurdistan
d'Irak, est venu superviser les
lignes de défense construites au
sud de la ville de Sinjar. Depuis
plusieurs jours les pelleteuses et
les bulldozers sont entrés en
action pour édifier une protection
efficace contre ce qui est une des
armes les plus dangereuses de
daech: les camions piégés.
D'immenses fossés sont creusés et
les mitrailleuses Giatt 20 mm,
sont pointés vers ces villages où
les djihadistes se sont enterrés
après avoir déserté Sinjar de façon
réfléchie, évitant une défaite et de
nombreuses pertes. ll est évident

qu'ils n'ont rien abdiqué, que
leurs capacités de nuisances sont
encore très importantes. Tout
peut arriver, sur ce front comme
d'autres. Un ofÊcier peshmerga,
qui a été blessés à plusieurs
reprises ces derniers mois, nous
confie d'ailleurs que ( les djiha-
distes sont très bien formés et se
battent jusqu'à la mort >. Il se
souvient d'un combat oir ils ont
vu un djihadistes tenté de se ren-
dre et abattu dans le dos.

C'est ce qu'explique le général
Weysi qui se dit < triste de ce qui
s'est passé en France >> mais <<

nous, peshmergas, sommes prêts
à venger les Français. ) Il
confirme däbord mettre << en oeu-
vre tous les efforts possibles pour
protéger la ville, nettoyer celle-ci
de tous les engins explosifs laissés
par les terroristes et enfin faire en
sorte que les autorités locales
puissent retrouver leur place et
fassent fonctionner les services
nécessaires au retour de la popu-
lation. Il faut redonner confiance
aux habitants > Il lance d'ailleurs
un appel à I'aide internationale
pour la reconstruction de Sinjar.

< Le Sinjar est un endroit stra-
tégique pour Daech. C'était le

point de passage entre Raqqa et barrage. > Ce barrage est particu-
Mossoul. En reprenant Sinjar, lièrement important. Construit
nous avons dérangé leurs lignes sur le Tigre, à une quarantaine de
d'approvisionnement et leurs kilomètres au nord-ouest de
déplacements >, se felicite le Mossoul, le barrage retient rz mil-
général Aziz Weysi. En revanche, liards de mètres cubes d'eau. Il est
à l'est de Mossoul, les attaques se indispensable à la consommation
multiplient. < Les terroristes pro- d'un million d'habitants mais
fitent de la nuit noire et du brouil- aussi à I'irrigation des cultures de
lard pour harceler nos hommes. Il la province de Ninive. [a question
y a quelques jours, ils ont envoyé du contrôle du fleuve Tigre est
six camions piégés à I'est du bar- donc cruciale dans la région. Le
rage de Mossoul. Les combats se général Weysi en est persuadé: (
multiplient. Un bombardement Si nous recevons plus d'aide, nous
de I'aviation en a tués quatorze et ferons encore mieux pour défaire
une cinquantaine a péri autour du Daech. ¡
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lrak découverte d'un sixième charnier
de victimes du groupe El

Dans Ie nord de I'lrak, l'armée kurde continue
de nettoyer Ia ville de Sinjar libérée de I'or-
ganisation Etat islamique (El) il y a deux
semaines. Les peshmergas ont annoncé
avoir découve¡t une fosse commune à l0
kilomètres de la ville. Elle contiendrait les
restes de plus de 120 personnes.

Cette fosse commune n'a pas encore été
exhumée, mais selon des témoins de l'exécu-
tion, le groupe Etat islamique y aurait enterré
123 Yézidis, la communauté majoritaire dans
la région.

C'est le sixième charnier retrouvé aux alen-
tours de la ville, le quinzième dans toute la
région, selon le chef de sécurité de Sinjar qui
rappelle que plusieurs milliers de femmes et
enfants yézidis sont toujours portés dis-
parus.

Les membres de cette communauté sont
considérés comme des hérétiques par l'or-
ganisation Etat islamique. En août 2014, le
groupe terroriste a pris le contrôle de Sinjar
et mené une tentative de génocide selon les
Nations unies.

Beaucoup de Yézidis sont aujourd'hui
réfugiés dans les montagnes alentour en
attendant de pouvoir rentrer chez eux. ll y a
un an de cela, Sinjar accueillait plus de 88

?9..+p..v,.?9.-r..9......:.....lyt$[,lf-i"fr.............................
Avec notre correspondante à Erbil, Oriane
Verdier

Un Yézidi dans les rues de Siniør, le L6
nooembre 2015.

000 personnes.

Mais aujourd'hui, la ville de Sinjar est détru-
ite, les maisons brulées et les peshmergas
continuent de découvrir des mines. Un élé-
ment habituel de la stratégie de défense de
l'Etat islamique. o
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Paris (AFP) 29 nov. 2ors
htþ : //tempsreel.nouvelobs.com

A u pÌemier jour des missions à par-
-fltir du porte-avions Charles de
Gaulle, et au début d'une intense
semaine diplomatique, le point sur les
principales forces combattant les jiha-
distes de I'Etat isla¡nique en Syrie et en
Irak:
- ARTIÉES SYRIENNE,IRAKIENNE ET
MILICES SI-IPPLÉTTVES :

. SYRIE: I'armée compte r78.ooo hommes
en 2o1S selon I'International Institute for
Strategic Studies (IISS), quasiment moitié
moins qu'en 2011 en raison des morts et des
défections. Elle s'appuie sur des milices
(r5o.ooo à zoo.ooo membres), la principale
étant les Forces de défense nationale
(go.ooo).

. IRAK: l'armée compte 177.6oo hommes
(IISS). Après I'invasion de 2oog, les
Américains ont dissous I'armée (alors
45o.ooo hommes) et reconstitué une nouvelle
force qui s'est effondrée enjuin zor4 face à la
grande offensive de I'EI. Washington et ses
alliés ont alors entrepris de la former et le
Bouvernement de la restructurer. Depuis sep-
tembre, elle bénéficie de F-r6 américains (36
commandés). Elle s'appuie sur des milices
chiites, ou à majoúté chiite comme les "Hachd
al-Chaabi" (Unités de mobilisation popu-
laire), et des tribus sunnites.

- FORCES KURDES ET MILICES
R.EBELLES:

. [æs Kurdes défendent leurs zones, soutenus
par les raids de la coalition internationale
menée par les Etats-Unis, grâce aux Unités de

protection du peuple kurde (YPG) dans le
nord et le nord-est de la Syrie et aux peshmer-
gas dans le nord de I'Irak.

. En Syrie, apres l'échec d'un plan pour former
des rebelles, Washington parraine depuis le
tz octobre une coalition arabo-kurde, les
Forces démocratiques syriennes (FDS)
rassemblant les YPG kurdes, des milices
arabes, des tribus et des chrétiens syriaques.
Parallèlement, le Front al-Nosra, affìlié à Al-
Qaida, est un groupe jihadiste rival de I'EI qui
s'est parfois allié à des groupes rebelles,
comme les islamistes d'Ahrar al-Cham.

- FORCESÉTR¡NCÈRES:

. Une COALITION INTERNATIONALE
menée par les Etats-Unis frappe depuis sep-
tembre zor4 en Irak, à la demande de Bagdad,
et en Syrie où elle a jusqu'ici refusé toute col-
laboration avec le regime de Bachar al-Assad.

Rassemblant une soixantaine de pays dont le

Qui se bat
en lrak et

contre IEI
en Syrie ?

Royaume-Uni, la France, les voisins arabes de
la Syrie et la Turquie, elle a exclu toute inter-
vention au sol mais envoyé des soldats former
les troupes irakiennes.

Moins d'une douzaine de ses membres
effectuent les raids (plus de 8.zoo depuis un
an, assurés à plus de 8o% par les Etats-Unis).

Cinq pays (Etats-Unis, France, Canada,
Australie, Jordanie) interviennent en Irak et
en Syrie, les autres seulement en Irak
(Danemark, Pays-Bas, Grande-Bretagne) ou
seulement en Syrie (Turquie, Arabie saoudite,
Bahrein, Emirats arabes unis). Ces trois
monarchies du Golfe sont moins actives
depuis leur engagement en mars au Yémen
contre la rébellion chiite soutenue par I'Iran.

Washington, dont le porte-avions Harry
Truman est attendu en Méditerranée, a
envoyé 3.Soo soldats en Irak et va déployer en
Syrie une cinquantaine de soldats des forces
spéciales. Ils ne participent pas aux combats
au sol sauf pour des opérations ponctuelles.

[æ Canada a annoncé, sans calendrier, vouloir
cesser ses frappes mais renforcer ses forces
spéciales au Kurdistan irakien (69 hommes
actuellement).

La France intensifie ses frappes contre I'EI en
Syrie après les attentats du 13 novembre à
Paris revendiqués par le groupejihadiste. Elle
mobilise 3.soo militaires, déployant en
Méditerranée orientale son porte-avions
Charles-de-Gaulle. Avec z6 chasseurs embar-
qués s'ajoutant aux 12 appareils stationnés
aux Emirats arabes unis (6 Rafale) et en
Jordanie (6 Mirage zooo), il triple les capac-
ités d'action françaises,

La Turquie a lancé ses premiers raids avec la
coalition le z8 août, autorisant les Etats-Unis
à utiliser sa base d'Incirlik.

. RUSSIE: allié de Damas, Moscou a lancé ses
raids le go septembre en Syrie, après avoir
renforcé sa présence militaire durant l'été et
construit une base aérienne près de Lattaquié
(nord-ouest).

Sa flotte en mer Caspienne tire également des
missiles de croisière. Moscou, qui plaide pour
une "large coalition antiterroriste", aurait
envoyé selon la p¡esse russe jusqu'à z.ooo
soldats.

Accusé initialement par les Américains et
leurs alliés de viser les autres groupes armés
hostiles au régime plutôt que I'EI, Moscou a
ostensiblement visé ces jihadistes après les
attentats du r3 novembre à Paris mais contin-
ue de viser des groupes rebelles.

Une coordination des renseignements s'ef-
fectue depuis septembre entre Russie, Iran,
Syrie et Irak.

. IRAN: la puissance chiite soutient les
régimes de Damas et Bagdad et a engagé son
corps d'élite, les Gardiens de la révolution, en
Syrie, avec quelque 7.ooo hommes, et en lrak.

. LIBAN: la milice chiite du Hezbollah a
engagé 5.ooo à 8.ooo combattants en Syrie.
Selon son chef Hassan Nasrallah, elle combat
partout aux côtés de I'armée syrienne. I

Les pays frappant le groupe El en Syrie et en lrak

France

Turgule-
Hezbollah llbônals..

Pays de lð coalition
emmenée
par les Ëtats-Unis
participant aux frappes
aé¡iennes:

I €n lrak et en Syrie

I En Syrie reulement
a En lrak seulement

! Rusç¡€
et see ôll¡é5

5à80O0combåttanlt
en Syrfe i

SYRIE
Jordan¡e

Action limlrée
depuir leur

engagement
mil¡tðire

au Yémen

Arabiesaoudite -
Eahreih
E. A. U.

7 000 combâttãnts
en hak
et 7 000 en Syrie

Æc
{ J

Aztion et ilrapeøu frønçais sur le

AFP
Ie 78 nooembre 2075 I
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L'aviation turque a abattu
mardi un avion militaire
russe près de sa frontière
avec la Syrie.

*
¡¡,

images de la chute de I'appareil msse en
feu qui s'est écrasé à la frontière dar¡s les
montagnes syriennes, en face de la pro-
vince de Hatay. Sur une photo diffusée
zur les réseaux sociarx, on voit un des
derx pilotes, qui stest échappé de I'avion
à temps, accroché à un paraehute. Un
gtoupe rebelle syrien a, pour sa part,
transmls une vidéo à l'agence de presse
Reuters otr I'on voit un homrne à terre,
immobile et portant la trace de graves
blessures. < Unpíloterusse ,> dit une voix
émanant du groupe d'hommes rÍNsem-
blés autour du corps présenté comme la
dépouille d'un.des deux pilotes. (<Dleu

dst grønd.)), peut-on encore èntendre.
L'état-major des forces russes a confirmé
darts la soirée qu'un des deux pilotes avait
trouvé la mort dans I'opération lancée
pour secourir l'équipage de I'appareil.

Tensio¡rs récrurentes
Selon I'armée turque, qui a dévoilé aux
médias le suivi rada¡ du chasseu¡ bom-
bardier russe, et le Pentagone par lasui-
te, I'appareil au¡ait été averti dix fois en
cinq minutes avant d'être descendu par

la Turquie défie les forces russes
Ankara a abattu un avion militaire russe près de la frontière

syrienne, I'accusant d'avoir violé son espace aérien.

.C'EST UN INCIDENT sans précédent, de
nature à envenimer les relatidns - déjà
très tendueS - entre Aúkara et Moscou,
Mardi matin, I'a¡¡hée turque a abatn¡ un
Su-24 de l'armée n¡sse, en assurant qu'il
avait violé son espace aérien près de la
frontière avec la Syrie, Prenant I'affaire
très au sérieux, la Turquie a dans þ foulée
décidé de saisir I'Otan, dont elle est
membre, ainsi que I'ONU sur instruction
du premier ministre Davutoglu. Une réu-
nion extraordinaire de I'Organisation du
traité de I'Atlantique-Nord devait se te-
nir, ma¡di à 17 heures à Bruxelles (voír ci-
dessoræ). << L' Otan suit la stuaríon ¡ke très
près ,, a indiqué un responsable de I'Al-
liance à I'AFP. C'est la première fois que

les forces armées d'un pays de I'Otan
abattent un avion russe ousirviétique de-
puis 1950. De son côté, le Kremlin qualifie
I'insident de <.très séríeux ¡>. Mais la
Russle campe sur ses positioru : I'avion,
selon le ministère de la Défense, est resté
daru I'espace aérien syrien.

Tandis que la tension monte èntre les
deux pays, les chaines de télévision tur-
ques repassaient en boucle mardi les

deux F-16. ,, En accord øtec les règles
d'engagement, les autorltés ùüErcs ont
rnis en garde de mønière iepétée wt avlon
non íilatífié qrlÍ se troivait ò 15 lcilomè-
tres ou moins delatrontlère )), confie une
sou¡ce offrcielle tu¡que. << L' apparell n' a
pø¿s tenucompte de ces attertßsements sn
volant au-dessus dela,Turquie >>, prêci-
se-t-elle, en rappelant qu'Ankara avait,
p?¡ le passé, prévenu de sa riposte possi-
blê en cas de violation de son ebpace aé-
rien. Avant d'ajouter t << Ce n'est W une
action envers un pcrys pørtículler: nos
F - 16 ont prís Ie s me sur e s néce s søtr es p our

ilelendre lo souverqhæté territoriale de lø
TurElie, >>

Ce n'est pas la première fois, en effet,
que Moscou est accusé de violer I'espace
turc. Depuis le début de f intervention
militaire russe aux côtés duprésident Ba-
char el-Assad fin septembre, les inci-
dents à la fuontière se multiplient entre
Anka¡a et Moscou, Le 3 octobre, une es-
calade avait été évitée. de justesse: des
chasseurs turcs avaient intercepté un
avion militaire russe engagé en Syrie qui
åvait violé leur espace aérien, en le for-
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CONTROLÊ (OU PRÉSENcE)

À LA MI-NOVEMBRE 2015

Drè¿rÞ:i
I Reghesytlen

I Rebellessyrlens

!F.rontal-Nosn
I Kurdes del'YPG

r bkondotü¡r
(Ale,Gndretto)

ftr*qulÉ .

MATN].

çant à faire demi-tour. Moscou s'était
alors justifié.en évoquant de << mcuvciges
conilítíons météorologlqtes r. [Ê secré-
taire général de I'Otan, Iens Stoltenberg,

av'ait pour sa part appslé .< la Russie ò
pleinemønt reqtecter l'espnce aéríq ¡le
l' Qtan et ù êvíter wE escalade iles tenstons
øtecl'Allisnce >, Le 16 octobre, l'armée
.turque a également abattu un d¡one de
fabrication russe qui avaitpénétré dans le
ciel tuc. La tenslon entre les deux pays
s'était encore renforcée ces derniers
jours, après une sé¡ie de bombardements
russes qui, d'après Ankara, ont visé des

Plîlt AUiIL pavrlft?þf ltaro.tr
CORRESPO¡DANT A MOSCdJ

C'EST UN Vladimfu Pouti¡re des mau-
vàis jours, a¡borant une mine sombre,
qui a commenté Ia destruction par les
forces armées turques duSukhoi24 de
I'a¡mée russe. ll $'agit << d'un coup
¡lolns le dos porté par les complíces llu
terrörínrrc>, a dénoncé le chef du
Kremlin aux côtés du roi de Jordanie
Abdallah II, qui lui a présenté ses
condoléances. << Nous n'admettro¡a
jamals Erc se com;mettetú ile tels crl-
mes >>, qui auront des << cottséquetrces
sérleuses >> entre les derx pays, a aJou-
té le préstdent rus'se depuis sa rési-
dence de Sotchi

Moscou dément formellement que
son chasseu¡ ait fuanchi la fuontière
turque, expliquant qu'il volait un kilo-
mètre plw au zud en territoire syrlen.
Autre circonstance aggravánte aux
yeux du Kremlin, le fait qu'Anlera
<< se tou¡Jne ver s l' Otøt pour ilíscater ¡le
cet hrctdent >. Darrs la foulée, le chef
de la diplomatie russe, Serguef La-
vrov, a annulé une rencontre prévue
mercredi avec son homologue turc, à
Istanbul.

Il s'agit dupremier obstacle de taille
officiellement rencontré par I'armée
russe depuis le début de son interven-
tion en S-þie, le 30 séptembre. À Mos-
cou, la contrê-attâque médiatique
s'est rapidement organisée, sans
gfande surprise su¡ le fond. L'attaque
contre le Sukhoi s'apparente à une
i<tentative>>, coordo¡urée par les

PRÉsENCE RUSSE

ENSVRIE

Q Easeaérleftne

tl Autresbases

oi:Hiäl '
touchés par

lesattaqu€s
aêrlennss

ru9ss5

villages de laminorité turcophone deSy-
¡ie. Vendredi, l'ambassadeur nrsse avait
même été convoquépar les autorftésürr-
ques, Une mise en ga¡de, avalt prévenu

Étaæ-Unis, << de díscrédíter les récents
svccès mílltolres russes >> en Syrie, a
dénoncé le vice-président de la com-
mission de la défense du Sénat, Franz
Klintsevitch. Iæ vice-président de la
Cha¡nbre des députés, Nikolal I-evit-
chev, a proposé de suspendre les
li;risons aériennes entre les deuxpays,
la côte turque étant une destination
très prisée des touristes n$ses.
L'agence fédérale du tou¡isme a re-
commandé la susperuion des ventes
de voyages clés en main.

llsi la Russie choisit
I'escalade,la mission
antiterroristé
qu'elle promeut
sera mise en doutett
LEoNTD rssAEv, spÉctALtsrE DEs pAys.
ARABES À LA HAUTE ÉcoLE D'ÉcoNoMtE

Néanmoins, les experts cités par la
télévision publique intefprétaient dif-
féremment les faits ¡ les uns afffr-
maíent que le SU-24 frappait sans
équivoque des objectift de Daech à
I'intérieur du territoire syrlen, les
autres expliquaient que le chasseur
s'est trouvé engagé dans un de ces
combats mené par I'a¡mée syrienne
contre des rebelles turkmènes soute-
nr¡s pÍu Anlia¡a. En vérité, l'état-ma-
Jor russe pouvait facilement prévoir
cette éventua.lité. En visite à Moscou,
le 15 octobre dernier, le vice-ministre
turc des Affai¡es étrangères avait déjà
dénombré treizê tncidentb survenus

A¡¡kara, contre les ,, sñeuses conlé-
quences > de cette opération. r

D.m.(ETANBUL)

entre avions turcs et russes près de la
frontlère syrienne. À ta mêmã époque,
une déIégation militaire russe présente
à Ankara avait.exposé des mesu¡es
susceptibles de prévenir la répétition
de tels accrochaçs.

Bien qu'elle ait semble-t-il entraîné
larnort des pilotes, I'attaque turque ne
devrait pas inaugurer un cycle incon-
trôlé de représailles, en particulier mi-
litaires. << Auçtryt fus deux n'a íntérêt ù
s'engagø sw lsvoþ dela cot{ronta-
tiøn >>, estime lBonid Issaev,.spécialis-
te des pays arabes à la Haute école
d'économÍe. Tout en critiquant Anka-
ra, Vladimir Poutine a rappelé que son
voisin de la mer Noire était vu comme
nn <<pcye ami>>, de même que son
président, Recep Ta1ryip Erdogan, reçu
chaleureusement fln septembre par te
chef du Kremlin, lors de I'inaugura-
tionde lagrande mosquée de Moscou.

Les deux partena¡res sont engagés
dans des projets énergétiques com-
muns, dont la construction d'trn gazo-
duc baptisé.Turkish Stream, aujour-
d'hui gelé à cause des dÍssensions
polltlques, mais considéré comme
stratégique par Gazprom. En dépit de
leur opposition virulente sur le sort de
Bachar el-Assad et dans une moindre
mesure sur la question kurde, le
Kremlin ne désespère pas de voir An-
kara collaborer à une << coalltíon øntì-
ter"toriste >r. < 5í la Russ¿e choisit I'es-
caløde, la míssíon øtrtiteworíste qu'elle
prømetÌt sero mße erl doutë >>, ajoute
Leonid Issaev. Officiellement, la luttb
contre Daech reste la priorité de Vla-
dímir Poutine. ¡

Poutine dénonce (un coup dans le dos>
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La frontière aérienne turco-syrierr€ :

une <ligne rouge) pour Ankara

LONGTEMPS soupçonnée de laxisme
à sa frontière, nota¡nment sur le pas-
sage des rebelles islamistes anti-As-
sad, la Twquie a réceimment fait de
ce long ruban de quelque 900 kilo-
mètres une << Iigne rouge )> à ne Pas
ftanchir. Pas pluS tard que ce week-
end, une semaine tout Juste après la
tenue, à Antalya, d'un G20 placé sous
le signe de la lutte contre le terror¡s-
me, I'armée de I'air turque a lancé
une opéraüon conjointe avec I'aviati-
on américaine pou¡ libérer, avec
I'appui de combattants locaux, no-
trmment turkmènes, deux villages
syriens frontalle¡s de la Turquie oc-
cupés par Daech. L'opération, pré-
sentée comme un succès, s'est dé-
rot¡lée au moment oir les forces de
sécurité turques démultiplient sur
leur propre terito¡re les ¡afles antid-
jihadistes alnsi que les interpellations
et déportatlons d'étrangers soupçon-
nés d'extrémisme.

Ce mardi, un autre front s'est ofü-,
ciellement ouvert à la frontière : celui'
d'une guerre larvée entre Ankara et
Moscou. Le régime islamo-conserva-
teur turc, qui a rompu avec le prési-
dent Bacha¡ al-Assad dès le début de
I'insurrection de 20ll - et qui ac-
cueille aujourd'hui plus de 2,2 mil-
lions de réfugiés syriens -, ne manque
pas de dénoncer la prise de position
des Russes depuis le début de leur in-
tervention militaire, fln : septembre
auprès de I'arinée de iSachar el-As-
sad. Elle leru reproche notamment
d'utillser leur offensive anti-État isla-
mique comrne prétexte pour décimer
la rébelllon anti-Damas dans son in-
tégalité - et de úiser les populations
civiles, Pis, elle les accuse de bombar-

der aveuglément, dans la foulée, les
petits villages tu¡kmènes en territoire
syrien - dont certains sont récem-
ment retombés aux malns de I'armée
pro-Bachar, appuyée par I'avlation
syrienne, <<L'ttcessønt bonbarile-
ment uérien russe (...) ø falt un gand
nombre ile victimes >, s'alarmait il y a
quelques Jours Ankara dans un cour- =

rier adressé au Conseil de sécwité de
I'ONU.

À ce gue la Turquie dénonce com-
me des << viol¿tfons ilec ilroíts de
l'homme >> s'âjoute également la vio-
lation répétée de son espace aérien'.
Ces de¡nières sernaines, Ankara n'a
cessé de mettre en garde Moscou
contre le survol, pa¡ ses jets, de
son terrlto¡re. En vain. << Les
ß¡¡sses eherchent ò tester lq
T\rErie an procéilutt d ile tellæ
víolotíow )), estime le politolo-
gue Mehmet Yeglir. Selon lui,
< la destructþn ile l' øt¡ion ¡tn-
se ile ce msrö est un
Ítesscrge clair aires-
sé à Moscovl. ne
vous avßez pas ù
tecomnleìtcet >>.

Mais à I'heure
ot¡ les consé-
quences de I'in-
ôident' demeu-
rent incertaines,
certains obser-
v.¡rteurs dénon-
cènt la politique
de << deux poids,
deux mesu¡es >
d'Ankara dans
son sutsaut pro-
tectionniste à sa
frontière. Offlciel-
lement, Ia Turquie
parle de << souverai-
neté territoriale >>.

Mais I'enchainement
des événements de ces
dernières semal¡res . a

également été l'occasion, pour le pré-
sldent Recep Tayyip Erdogan, de rê-
placer à I'ordre du Jour son projet de
<< zone sécurisée >r ar¡ no¡d de la Syrie.
Çette portion .de territolre de
90 kilomètres'de long, située entre
Maraa et Jaraboulos, permettrait, se-
lon Ankara; de repousser I'EI loi¡r de
sa frontière, tout en créant une encla-
ve pour les populatiors déplacées. Or
ce projet, que le préside4t Obama
considère irréalisable, laisbe égale-
Erent gaijndre qu'il s'agisse avant tout
de vouloÍr porter r¡n coup fatal agx
milices kurdes - alliées des Améri-
cains - du Parti de I'union démocrad-
que (PYD, branche syrienne du PKK,

en guerre eontre
ambitionnent de

Ankara), qui'
faire la Jonc-

tion entre les dlfférents cantons
kurdes du Nord syrien.

Autre point d'interroga-
tion: I'accent mis ostenslble-

ment sur la minorité turk-
mène. . << Uns tsn-

ilance ù prívílégíer
les Turkmùtes face
aux autres grows
il'opposíüon (ty-
riens) e{rcule dcnr
lea tnéillf,s t¿rcr'?,
observe liécrivain
Aldf Ern¡e da¡s les
colonnes du Jour-
nal Yød SøJak. sa
qrairnte: qu'Anka-
ra ne. cherche à
manipuler I'opi-
iüon publique en
jouant la carte
ethnique. ¡

Recep Tayylp
Erdogan,
présldcnt turc.
UMIT BEKTAS/REUTERS

LES TI.]RI{IVTÈNES
SOUS L'AILE
DrA\ll{rUU\
Les Tr¡¡knrènes de Syrtq
autre{ols appelés lurcornaru,
sont une m¡riorlté tûicophone
i¡rstau¿ä oei¡i¡is
des siècles dryrs la¡égion
Le'développement du cor¡fttt
syrien en affrontement
régonalacondút au

que ¡¡r*Ît¡rquf e vcút aræc
lrrttaüon se talller un terr{tofre
de plus en plus vaste le,long

de sa fronttÒfe $rd.
@âce à u+'eouttcn afi en turc
,çt ãmfica¡n tes.nlllces
trslonènes 33 sont eriparéag
ces derntolours de deux
vtllages auntd d'Alep,
HarJaleh et Palhâ' auparat/¡¡tt
tenus par iÉt¡t tstadqtre,
f 'objectf iå'Ànnar:poruidt
'èüe 

d'établts grâce à ces
rebelles turlgnèries ì¡¡le <( zone
de sécr¡rlté >r sr¡ sa t-ontière

. - dont la Tulquie réela¡ne
depr¡ls lor.rgte¡nps IB créatlon -

+rlpoUrralt aÞrrlts dec
vlcdmes des Þombardernenüt
driréSirnc syßiút et dc son dé
russe, nlals al¡sÜl Cn¡pÊt¡¡r
f d¡¡æn4lqn \rql'or.¡r¡t
rh¡Rdava,leffitolrc
créé par lcs Kurdec sYttems
au nord-est de laSyrle.
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Tension with Russia built up
before Turk"y's downing ofjet
ANKARA, ÏUIKEY

Irritation with Moscow
went beyond ca.mpaign
in Syria,'analysts say

BY XEITII BRADSHER

Tlrkey and Russia promised on
Wednesday not to go to war over the
downing of a Russian frgbter jet, teaving
Ttrkey's still-nerúous NATO allies and
just about everyone else wondering
why the country decided to risk such a
serious confrontation

The reply from tåe thrkish govem-
ment so far has been consistent: Do¡/t
say we didn't warn you.

Thougb minor airspace violations are
fairly common and usually tolerated.
T\rkeyhad repeatedlycalledin Russia's
ambassador to compl,ain about aircraft
intrusions and about bombing raids in
Syria near tle bordèr- President Recep
îayyip nrdôgan said on Ttresday even-
ing - and a Pentagon spokesman later
conürmed - töat before a 1\¡rkish F-16
shotdown tleRussian Su-24 jet, î¡ftisb
forces had ryarned tlre Russian plane l0
timesin five minutestosteer away.

"I personally was expecting some-
thing like this, beeause in tìe past
months there have been so many inci-
dents like tþat" Ismail Demir, Tlrrkey's
undersecretar¡l of national defense, said
in an interview. "Otrr engagement rules
were very dear, and any sovereign na-
tion has aright to defend its airspace."

While that may be tn¡e, analysts said
Mr. Erdogan had several more nuanced
rearionfi to allow TUrkish pilots to open
fire. These include his frr¡st¡ation with
Russia over a range of issues even.be-
yond Syria the Gordian knot of figuring
out what to do with Syria itself, and Tl¡r-
key's strong ethnic ties to the Tlukrren

OZAN KOSE/ACËNCE FRANCS.PRESSE

Recep lb¡ryip Erdogan has condemned Rus"
sian strikes i¡ethnicThrkmen areas of Syria

villages that Russia has been bombing
lateþ in the areaofthe crash-

Türkey has been quietly seething
ever since Russia began military opera-
tions against Syrian rebels two months
àgo, wrecking Ankaras poliry of oust-
ing the government of President Bashar
al-Assad. The Tl¡rks were forced to
downgrade their ambitions from tlte
ouster of Mr. Assad to simply maintain-
ing a seat at the negotiating table when
the time comes, said Soner Cagaptây, a
Ti¡rkish analyst at the lVashington ln-
stitutefor Near East Policy, anonpartis-
anresearch group.

"That would requüe Tlrrkey-backed
rebels to be present in Syria" and I think
Tlrrkey was alarmed that Russia's bomb-
ing of positions held by T[rkey-backgd
rebels in northern Syria was hurting
their positions and therefore lbrkey's
fuh¡re st¿kes in Syria," Mr. Cagaptay
said. "So this is also an aggressive Tlrr-
keyposü¡re in tlte Syrian civil \rar to pre-
vent the defeat of Tlrkey-backed rebels
so they can hold on to territory and have
A say in the future of Syria."

Sut the fate of the particular rebels the
Russians'were bombing in the moun-
tainous Bayirbucak area where the
plane was shot down is more than just a
policy matter to tlte Ttrrks. Mr. Erdogan
particularly emphasized the ethnic tie in
a speech Tbesday evening, saying, "Wç
strongly condemn attacks focusing on
areas inhabited by Bayirbucak Tbrkmen

- we have our relatives, our kin there."
Türkey's prime minister, Ahmet Davu.

toglu, said as much on Wednesday while

dismiseing Russiaþ explanation that it
was frghting e conimon enemy, tlre Is-
lamic State. "Noone," he said, "canlegit-
imize attacls onT[rkmens in Syriausing
thq pretercof tightingtlle Islamic State."

The bombing was creating political
problems for Mr. Erdogan, Mr.
Câgaptåysaid.

"lnthe daysleadinguptothe incident,
¡nany newspapers, especially the pro-
government publications, were running
headlines highlighting tlte suffering of
tlre Tl¡rkrnens, who are closely related to
Anatolian Ibrks," he said. "I think the
governmentfelt tlat, in terms of domes-
tic politics, it had to do something to ease
some of tltis pressure that had resulted
from the Russian bombardment against
Il¡rkmens in northern Syria.'

Russia's bombing of Thrkmen villages
was to be the principal issue T[rkey
raised with Russia's foreign minister,
SergeyV. Lavrov, in talks that hâd been
set for \¡t¡ednesday but were canceled
after ttie shooting down of tüe plane.

Mr. Erdogan's emphasis on helping
the Ï¡rkmens has another important po.
liticat dimension in Tbrkey,.Mr. Er"
dogan's politieal party emphasized Tlrrk-
ish ethnic identity and Sunni Muslim
faith in the câmpaign leading ûp to criti-
cal elections on Nov. l, as it competed
with one rival party heavily composed of

Tbrkey's Kurdish minority and another
committed to preserving Türkey's status
as asecular society and state.

Mr. Erdogan managed an important
victory in that election, preserving his
chances of winning legislative approval

Ti¡rks protested at the Russian Concul¡tein Istånbulonliresday, Russlasaftl oo \rednesday

that lt plånned to deploy its most modern airdefense system to its air bae€ outside Latalda, Syria.
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to change the Constitution and turn the
country's pàrtiamentary $ystem into a
presideniial one.

Complicating matters further, Tbrkey
and Syria have a longstanding border
dispute in exactly the area where tlte
Russian plane, a Sukhoi Su-24, was shot
down, and Russiahas sometimes voiced
support for Syria's claim. It is a narrovù
strip of territory, the Hatay Province of
Tirrkey that runs south along the Medi-

terranean Sea, deep into Syria.
Theprovince is amelting potof ethnic

Türks and Arabs. It is also a religious
mélange, withmany Muslims but also a
large Christian population, as llatay in-
cludes the biblical city of Antioch. And
the province has an acrimonioushistory.

The League ofNations granted Hatay
Province to Ftance afterlVorld War I as
partof France's legal mandateover Syf-
ia Ethnic Ti¡iks led the province's seces-
sion from Syria and declaration of an in-
dependent republic in 1938, and that
republic then joined lukey the next
year - much as Texas seceded from
Mexico a century earlier, became a re-
public and soon joined the United States.

Syria has periodically questioned tlte
loss of Hatay over the years.

"If you look at Syrian maps, tlrat
province, that chunk of territory is
shown as belonging to Syria;' said Altay
Atli, an international relations specialist
at Bogazici Universiff.

trVhen Hatay seceded from the French
mandate of Syria, Hatay's borders did
not encompass all of the ethnic Tl¡rks in
the area; many Tl¡rkmens remained
just across the border in what is now
northernmost Syria. For decades, it was
difficult for families divided on either
side of the border by the secession of

Hatay to even visit one another. Ten-
siirns frnally began. to ease during the

years immediately before the Arab
Spring, but they have resumed in tlte
last few years as Tbrkey has led calls for
the removal of Mn Assad.

The fact that Russia has over tfie
ye¿¡rs expressed sympathy for Syria's
claim to Hatay mahes the province even
more delicate forTUrkey, and Tlresday's
episode with the Russian jet even more
important, said James F. Jeffre¡ a
former American ambassador to TUr-
key who is now a fellow at the Washing-
ton Institute for Near East Policy.

He questioned whether the Russi4n
jet had, strayed into Hatay Province's
airspace accidentally or whether Russia
might have been deliberately allowing
incursions byits jets during military ac-
tivities in Syria because of Hatay's
tangled history.

"Ttrrkey was tired of Russia's intimi-
dating Ttukey," he said.

The Russian' and Ottoman Empires
battledfor centuries for controlover the
area from tlte Balkans to the Black Se4
and vestþs of that bloody rivalry keep
arising, One of those is reflected in rflrr-
key's deep concern about Russia's an-
nexation of Crimea from Ukraine, said
Murat Yesiltas, the director of security
studies at the Foundation for Political,
Economic and Social Research, a large
research group Ín Ankara

TUrkey now faces across the Black
Sea a'much wider arc of territory occu-
pied by Russian forces. Many in Ttrkey
are furttrer upset by Russia's treatment
of the Crimean'Tatarg who speak a
Tlrkic language and have opposed the
Russian annexation. Most of tlre
Crimean Tatars' leaders have'been

forced into exilè by Russi4 and this
week Tatâ¡s have been blocking repair
crews from restringing crucial porûer
lines to Crimea that were mysteriously
blown up over the weekend, producing a
nearly total blackout on the peninsula.' ''Tbrkej wants to protect the territori-
aI integrity of Ukraine," Mr. Yesiltas
said. Tbrkey has already provided eco-
nomic assistance to LJkraine, but it has
been reluctant to confront Moscow more
publicly because Russia is one of lì¡r-
key's.biggest export markets and sup-
plies three-fifths oflbrkey's natural gas.

With President Vladimir V. Putin of
Russia saying "We will never tolerate
such crimes like the one committed
today," in reference to the jet's downing,
and warning of "serious con-
sequences," the bigges! question per-
haps is what comes next.

Russia on Wednesday announced
plans to deploy its most modern airde-
fense system, the 5-400 mobile antiair-
craft .missile, to its air base outside
Lataki4 Syria. But while.most experts

- and Mr. Erdoganhimself, in remarks
on Wednesday - play down concerns of
a wider confrontation, many worry that
the biggest losers from Tlresdayrs epis-
ode could be the Tl¡rkrnens.

Several experts'warned that Mr.
Putin may step up his country's attacks
onthe Tt¡rkmens in retaliation.

"They're the real target," said Mr,
Jeffrey, the former American ambassa-
dor. "He can justplasterthem."

Ceyløn Yegínsu contributed repofüng
fromlstanbul.

terror¡ste )r, Mals ll savait.auss¡se
montrer critlque à l'égard des jeunes
rebelles kurdes masqués qui, selon hri,

perturbaient le quotidlen des habitarTts
de Diyarbaklr en creusant des
tranchées au centre des vllles kurdes.

.D.T.

IE@
30 nove¡rùre 2015 Un céIèbre avocat lrurde tué dans

la nre dr¡¡ant u¡t point presse à Diyarbaldr
Ce samedi, Tahir El$,49 ans, venait
d'achever une mlni-conférence de
presse en plein cæur de Diyarbåkir
avec ces mots : << Nous ne voulons pas
de combots, d'srmes d feu,
d'opérations dans ce llan hlstoríque, >>

Triste lronie du destin: c'est en
prêchant la paix et la reconstruct¡on
gue le båtonnier du barreau de cette
vílle à majorlté kurde du sud-est de
la Turqule est mort d'une balle'dans
la nuque. Ce jour-là, il avait sciemment
choiside rassembler fes médias
au pled d'un vieux minaret afln de
les sensibiliser aux dégâts lttfligés aux
monuments locaux lors des combats
qul avaient récemment repris eritre
jeunes rebelles kurdes du PKK et
forces spéclales turques, Soudaln, des

échanges de tir ont édaté, tuant
un policier et blessônt au molns deux
journalistes. Mortellement touché,
Tahlr Elçi est également tombé, Tandis
que la confusion persiste sur I'orl$ne
du tlr, la société civile kurde pleure

cette figure emblémathue, connue
pour son franc-parler. Tahir Elçi

était dans le vlseur des autor¡tés

- et poursuivi en justlce - pour avoir
récemment dédaré que le PKK n'étalt,
selon lui, << pos une organlsotlon

Des manifestants brandissent des affiches à l'effigie de I'avocat kurde
Tahir Elçi, où I'on peut lire <lls l'ont tuér, lors d'un rassemblement à
lstanbul après son assassinat à Diyarbakir (sud-est de la Turquie)
le 28 novembre 2015 @ OZAN KOSE / AFP
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Thousands protest arrest
of fürkish journalists

tsf^fituL

hesident filed charges
after report of weapon
deliveries to Syrian rebels

BYCÐTLANYEGINSU

Thousands gathered across Istanbr¡l on
Fridaytop.rotÊstthe anest of two prom-
inentiournalists ondtarges of espiorage
over a report alleging tltat tfte country's
in'telligence serviceshad sentalrns ship-
ments to Islamist rcbcls in Syria

A court in Istanbul on Thursday
ordered the arrest of Can Dudar, the
editor in chief of tåe opposition newspa-
'per Cumhuriyeû, and of Erdem Gul, the
nenrspaper's Ankara bureau chief, on
charges of divr¡lging state secrets and
being members of an armed terrorist
organization. If fouind guilty, they would
facelife imprisonmenl

Demonstrations against tlre arrests
were held in several parts of Istånbul,
witå the main rally held on Ffiday out-
side the newspaper's headquarters,
u¡here protesters chanted "shoulder to
shor¡lder against fascism" and held up
banners that denounced a "black day
for the press-?'

Tlre arrests were the htöst blow to
press teedom in Türkey, after awarre of
crackdou¡ns on opposition news media
tlrat gained momentum after the Justice
and Development Farty regained its
partiamentary majority in elections tliis
month. The result allowed President
Recep Täyyip Erdoganto furttrer secure
hisgriponpower.

Mr. Erdogan pehsonally filed the
criminal cmplaint against Cumhuriyet
in June after he delivered an angry
spegch accusing the newspaper of enga-
gng in acts of espionage and vowing
tliatthe authorof the article would "pay
aheavyprice."

Mr. Dundar ar¡d Mr. GUI are also ac-
orsed ofbeing members of n organiza-
tion linked to the Mustim cleric Fethul-
lalr Gulen, who has been living'in
Pennsylvania since 1990 and whom Mr.
Erdogan accuses of trying to topple the
government,

Cumluriyet published an article in
May that was acconpanied by video
showing the local autlorities seizing
crates onthe backof atruck. The report
said the crates contained weErons
linked to the National Intellþence Or-
ganization, the T\¡rkish security service,
t¡at were bound for Islamist rebels in
Syria

Thereportemerged at adelicate t¡me,
coming a week before the crucial parlia-
mentary election that was seen as a ref-
erendum on Mr. Erdogan and his plans
to alterthe Tlrrkish Const¡û¡tionto con-

centrate more powers in an executive
presidency.

Attlretime, 1Ìrrkeywas also facingin-
creased criticism for aiding tslamist
milit¿nts in Syria - an allegation the
government vehemently denies. Tt¡rk-
ish ofñcials insisted tlnt the footage
published by €tmhuriyet shon¡ed hw
manitarian aid that was bound for the
Tlrlmren population in SF4 whicl has
strong ethnicties withTbrkey. .

But recently, Mr. Erdogan has back-
t¡acked somewhat on tüat claim, asking
what difference it would make if the

'lVc are accuscd ofrpyingand
the prcsident has said tbatour
actions are treason. \f,/e are
not traitors, spies or hercce;
we are journali¡tal

truck had been carrying weapons in-
stead of aid.

Before testifying to prosecutors on
Thursday, Mr. Dundar rejected the
charges against him, saying that his
newspap€r and its staffmembers rqere
merely doing theirjobs as journalists:

"We are accused of spying and the
president has said that ow actions are
treasonj' Mr. Dundar said, speaking

outside the Istanbul court on Thursday.
"We are not mitors, spies or heroes;
we a¡eJoufna¡¡sts."

The court ruling came just weels
after the European Union delivered a
scathing report about T[rkeyb at-
têmpts to join the bloc, criticizing Mr.
Erdogan for "serious backsliding" on
pressfreedom.

In recent months, opposition news
outlets have been shut down; criminal
charges bave been brought against
þurnalists for insulting the president;
and publications have been raided and
tåeir content seized.

Mohanrmed Rasool, a freelance jour-
nalist for Vice News who has been ac-
cused of assisting a terrorist organiza-
tion, has þeen in pretrial detention in a
maximum-security prison since August
as the Tl¡rkish authorities decide wheth-
er to press charges against hirn.

Tlrrkey ranks l49th out of 180 coun-
tries on the Reporters Without Borders
news mediatreedom index. On Tlresday
the organization awarded Cumhuriyet
its 2015 Press Freedom Prize for coura-
geousjournalisrn

Before tlre court hearing on Thursday,
the secretary general of Reporters
Without Borders, Christophe Deloire,
said in a statement, "If tbese two jour-
nalists are imprisoned, it will be addi-
tional evidence that the Tt¡rlùsh autlror-
ities arereadytousc methods worthy of
a bygone age in orderto suppress inde-
pendent journalism in TUrkey.' '

Protestersshowitrg copiesof tbeCbhuriyetnewspaperFridayin lstanbulThe newspapeCs

editor and abureau cüief face posnble fife senterres forcharges including ditn¡lging state secrets.
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NOVEMBER30,2Ol5 Turkey's woes deepen
Russian ties sourAS

ESKISEHIi, TURKEY

Moscow's bans on travel
and trade add to worries
on slowing global exports

BYI(EITHBRADSHER

A new high-speed rail line, completed
last year, now linls Eskisehir with Ista¡¡-
bul to the west and Ankara to the east. A
narro$ sgrpentine riier meanders
through downtown, spanned by graceful
blue bridges at almost every blocþ
drawing tourists. Factories malre calres
and cookies, refrigerators, large Ford
freight trucks, and aircraft parts.

Yet despite the prosperous appear-
ance, a chill has already settled over
Eskisehirþ eoonomy, and Tl¡rkey's, as
exports to China and tlte Middle East
falter. And with Russia halting most
tourism to Turkey and threatening to
stopfood imports fromthe country aftor
Tl¡rkish F-16 figbter jcts Shot down a
Russian combat jet along the Syrian
border last Tl¡esday, the risk of further
economic troubles is clear.

Witlr unemployment already surging,
"our economy has slowed down,'i said
Yilmaz Buyukersen, the mayor of
Eskisehir.

Russia is Titrke¡/s second-largest
market for exports, after Germany.
Eskisehir itself has a large sugar re-
finery using sugar Úeets from nearby
fields as its raw material; the city ex-
ports about$30 millionworth of c@kies,
cakes, crackers and otler foods to Rus:
sia, according to the local chamber of
commerce.

Turkey hadbeen steppingup food ex-
ports to Russia in recent months as po-
litical frictions between Russia and tlre
lrye$ led to a reduction in Russian food
imports fromtle European Union.

Russia was also one of ïlrrkey's
biggest sources of tourists until tlre past
year, when the combjnationof the fall of
tlre ruble and Western sanctions on.Rus-
sia for its support of Ukrainian insur-
gents brought a decline that worried
economists here even before the Russian
jet,was shot down. "The trade deficit is
out of hand, exports cannot meetthe im-
port bill, so tourism revenues are a major
item in our balance sheet," said Erinc
Yeldan, the dean of the economics fac-
ulty at Bilkent University near Ankara

On Saturday, Moscow issued adecree
saying that some imports from llrrlrey
would be banned, without saying which,
and tÍat Tt¡rkish coqpanies and indi-
viduals could face limits on their busi-

ness activities. The decree also bans
charter flights toTtrkey, ends visa-free
travel between Rusçia and Türkey and
tightens oversight of Türkish airlmes.

Sti[, Ceng¡z lbrnil Firat, the deputy di-
rector general of general and bilateral
economic affairs at Tt¡rlrey's Foreign
Ministry, said the counryþ economy
was in better shape than it might seem.
. Russia's decision to discourage tour-

ism,for example, comes atthe startof a
quiet season for visitors. ifurkey is

mainly a summer destination and would
notexpect another big influx until June.
"Things will probably de-escalate well
before that," Mr. Firat said.

Russia's main export to Ttrrkey,
howeve¡ is natural gas: It accounts for
60 percent of T\rrkey's nàtural gas
needs, and Russia has not tried to limit
that arrangement, urhich supplies Mos-
cow with valuable foreign revenues ata
time of Western sanctions. President
Vladimir V. Putin of Russia has not yet
interfered with Tirrkey's biggest cate-
goryof e:rports to his country manufac-
tured goods.

Economic difficulties in lbrkey are
nonetlreless a potential worry for the
lVest. The European Unü¡n and the
United States have been seeking more
help from Tbrkey in étemming the num-
ber of Europeans who use T[rkey to
travel to,and from areas in Syria and
Iraq controlled by the Is-lamic State.

Afurther concenr lies in the potential
political radicalization of Türkey itself if
the ecoriomy worsens. A survey released
by the Pew Research Center on Nov. 17,

based onpolling last spring, foundthatS
percent of Tlrks had a favorable opinion

Slowing down
Weakening exports were causing
Turkey's. economic growth to
decelerate even before its'recent
confrontation with Russia ovei the
shooting doùn of a Russian military jet.

+LOo/o Turklch annual GD.P. growth

+B

+6

Iluckg on a rcÀd along the Georglan-Russiu border. Russb has increücd erntrols of ll¡rkish
importspasslng through Georglaaftera Russian comb¡tjet wasshot down byTfrkeylåst weelc

+4

+2

-,2 
.

-4

Forecast

-6
-- " -"-'i'1't ' , l--. i ,"t-\'1-i i-t i. i t ! t I t i

'95 ',00 '05 '10 '15

Note: Forecasts predate recent confrontation
with Russia.
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of tlle Islamic Ståte, although 73 percent
had an unfavorable opinion.

A prominent lawyer and human rights
activist for Thrkey's restive Kurdish
minority,ïhhir Elci, v/as shdt in the head
and killed during a gun battle on Satur-
daythat also daimedthelÍves of twopo-
liie officers. Prime Minister Ahmet
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E¡ldsehirT economic tiouble¡,
and Tïrrlrcyb, are broadcr
than coping with mþanto or
an internrption in tourism.

Davutoglu of Tbrkey warned that if Mr.
Elci had been the target in the mysteri-
ous shooting, then tlte event ïvas an at-
tack onthe nation's peace and harmony.

Many in Eskisehir say that an influx
of undocumentèd immigrants from Syr-
ia is making the economy.worse, even
tlough Eskisehir is 400 miles from the
Syrian border. "That's a major prob-
lem," Mayor Buyukersen said. "The
number of S.yrian refugees is increasing
day by day, and they are adding to our
unemployment problem."

Unemployed workers wait all day in
hopes of meeting employers in f-ront of
Eskisehir's central mosque, a srnaller
version of Ist¿nbul's famed Hagia
Sophia Osman Boyaci, 50, who has two
children, said tltat he and his fellow work-
ers would normally expect to earn $20 for
a day's labor on a construction site but
were losing work to truckloads of Syrian
immigrants who would accept $6 a day.

Mr. Firat atthe Foreign Ministry said
that the influx of Syrian. refugees had
caused resentment in some places but
had also made cheap labor available
that might help some busine$ses stay
competitive.

Eskisehir's economic difficulties, and
Tlrrkey's, are broader than coping witlr
migrants or an interruption in tourism.

Many emerging markets, Tlrrkey
among them, are facing difficulties witlr
the slowdown in global trade. T[rkey
has long depended on exporting manu-
tactured goods to Europe and the
Middle East, two regions where de-
mand is weak right now.
. That is partly because of geopolitics
and partly because Chinese industries
with overcapacity at home have been
exporting at low prices to Turkey's long-
time markets in the Middle East,
Europe andAfrica.

Wars in Syria and Iraq have devastat-
ed demand for Tt¡rkish manufacturing
while sending more than two million
refugeesto Ttrrkey.

Iraq has traditionally been Tlrrkey's
second-largest export market, after
Germany, but years of war have de-
pressçd sales there. Syria, another big
market, has collapsedintocivil war, and
shipping goods by truck south through
Syria or lraq to Türkey's longtime mar-
kets in the gulf region has beçome risky
and difficult.

"They're not closed," said Savas M.
Ozaydemir, a leading Eskisehir indus-
trialistwith holdings in roofingtile man-
ufacturing; wiring manufacture and.real
estate. "There's a lot of smuggling."

People in Syria "haveto live," he said.
"But of course, it might be 30 percent of
what it was,"

Sending trucks around lraq and Syria
by way of lran is much longer and cost-
lier - and lran has imposed a hefüy fee
on Ti¡rkish trucks, ostensibly because

they may fill up on subsidized diesel
while in lran. ButTi¡rkey's strong suÞ
port for democracy in Syria and lor tlre
removal of President Bashar al-Assad,
an Iranian ally there, has not hplped.

One of the few democracies in tl¡e
Middle East, Tlrrkey has also upset the
military government in Cairo by critici-
zing it. That has resulted in an Egyptian
decision to bar many of the T[rkish
trucks that used to arrive on ferries at
Port Said, EglÞt, to carry cargo to mar-
kets on the Arabian peninsul4 further
constraining Egyptian exports.

Thrkey has also depended on export-
ing conptruction materials to China, but
a real estate downturn there has
crippled housing starts and the need for
T[rkish imports.

China has been the world's largest
market by far for marble in recent yearS,
initalled on an enormous scale in hotels,
apartment buildings, office towers and
eien swimming pool décks, despite the
use of inexpensive finishes t¡at can leave
the marble almost as slippery as glass.

Tlrrkey has 40 percent of the world's
commercial marble reserves and has
been by fa¡ t¡e dominant supplier to
China, where the domestic marble
tends to be heavily cracked and often an
unattractive yellow. But the value and
tonnage of China's marbleimports have

plunged nearly a third just in the past
year, paralleling a steep drop in housing
starts there.

For Cekicler Marble in Eskisehir, that
has meant closing three of the com-
pany's nine quarries and laying off a
third of 450 workers. The company has
also designed for sale to China an auto-
mated production line tltat costs $550,000
and helps turn 25-ton blocks of Tl¡rkish
marble into slim tiles. But after expect-
ing to sell 10 ayear, the company actually
sold one last year and none tltis year.

"ïVe did not want to seil blocks, just
finished products;" said Yavuz Cekic,
the company's marketing director. "But
we couldn't compete $rith other compa-

nies that just opened. quarries and
shipped the blocksi'

There have been a few bright spots

for Tt¡ikish industry, and they are pre-
dicted to keep the country's economic
growth rate around 3 percent over the
next several years - weaker than the 5
percent growth that Ttrrkey becarne ac-
customed tg during the past decade, but
still stronger than many countries.

One area of strength is cönstruction at
home. Fearing further political instabil-
ityin theArab world, families across the
Middle East have been buying apart-
ments in Tbrkey. Together with low in-
terest rates, that has touched off a build-
ing boom in Ankara and Istanbul Here

in Eskisehir, the new high-speed rail ser-
vice and Mayor Buyukersen's re-zoning
of an old downtown factbry district for
high-rise apar[nent tou¡ers have pro-
duced a series of new building projects.

But for now, many business owners
are worried. "I've been in Eskisehir for
l5 years," said Sinan Atinar, the owner
of a sliced meat sandwich shop on a
downtown cþ square. "I've never seen
itas slow as this."

Another strengtl of the TUrkish econ-
omy lies in products combining design
skills and engineering. One example is
the A¡zum Okka single-cup TUrkish cof-
fee brewer, for which overseas sales
already exceed sales in TUrkey itself a
year after it was introduced.

Arzum, one of T[rkey's best-known
household appliance manufacturers, did
the engineering for the brewers in T'ur-
key and still ov.ersees the marketing
from Tlrrkey. But in Chin4 Araum found
lots of local manufacturers that sell effec-
tive yet inexpensive water heating ele-
ments and other components, said T.
Murat Kolbasi, the company's drairman.

So even though the TUrkish govern-
ment has raised taxes in recent years on
imports from China of small household
appliances, including coffee brewers,
Arzum still ended up deciding to manu-
facture its best-selling Ti¡rkish coffee
brewers in southeastern China.

Workers at Cekicler Marhle ln Esldsehir, Ti¡r*ey. A,ffected by a slowdown ln construction in China,

the company has closed three of its nine marble quarries and laid off a third of lts work force.
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Journaux russes et turcs
la cr¡se entre Moscou et

analysent
Ankara

25novembre-20lS www.rfi.fr

Dans la presse turque, avec notre corres-

rgL{r$.i..1:!¡.rþ..r1,. Jérôme Bastion

Lhviation turque a abattu mardi 24 novem-
bre un chasseur russe qui selon Ankara
avait violé son espace aérien. Moscou
dément fermement et dénonce un <coup de
poignard dans Ie dos>. L'un des deux pilotes
russes a été tué, l'autre aurait été récupéré
par I'armée syrienne, selon lambassadeur
russe en France. Les relations entre Ankara
et Moscou se sonf donc brutalement
crispées mercredi, d'autant que I'OTAN a
apporté son soutien à Ia Turquie, membre
de I'Alliance atlantique. En Turquie et en
Russie bien sûr, cet incident est analysé par
la presse.

Si la presse pro-gouvernementale turque,
adopte un ton généralement triomphaliste
dans le registre <il ne fallait pas nous
chercheo, <on leur a bien montré>, <ils ont eu

ce qu'ils méritaient>, le sentiment général est à
l'inquiétude pour l'avenir, y compris dans le
camp islamiste où le journal Milli Gazete note
par exemple que (pas à pas la Turquie s'en-
fonce dans l'inconnu>. Dans le camp des ana-
lystes critiques de la politique du gouverne
ment, le sentiment est plus négatif : Hürriyet
fait par exemple remarquer que c'est la plus
grave crise entre Turquie et Russie, et
Cumhuriyet est¡me que la Turquie est cette fois
au seuil de la guerre.

L'acte de guerre le plus grave entre la Russie et
l'Otan

<C'est la plus grave faute de toute l'histoire de
la diplomatie turque>, note ce commentateur, à

qui il n'a pas échappé que s'attaquer à la

Russie n'est peut-être pas à la portée de son
pays, et que l'on risque d'en revenir à la con-
frontation ouverte de la fin du XlXe et du début
du XXe siècles. Et puis surtout plusieurs
stratèges prévoient ou redoutent une probable
intensification des actions de la Russie contre
les groupes alliés dAnkara, les Turkmènes en
premier lieu bien sûr en guise de rétorsion, et
un soutien plus appuyé à ceux qu'Ankara con-
sidère comme ses ennemis, à savoir les
Kurdes. Avec au final une Turquie de plus en
plus isolée dans ce conflit comme sur le plan

¡nternat¡onal, car l'Histoire retiendra qu'Ankara
a signé hier l'acte de guerre le plus grave entre
la Russie et I'OTAN depuis la création de
l'Alliance atlantique en 1949.

Dans la pfesse russe avec notre correspon-
dante à Moscou, Muriel Pomponne

La tonalité n'est pas à I'escalade, y compris sur
les télés, qui reprennent surtout les réactions
internationales favorables à la Russie. Dans la
pressg le journal officiel Rossiskaia Gazeta
souligne que si la Russie avait voulu, elle aurait
pu anéantir les radars turcs. Mais la Russie a

fait confiance à

la Turquie. Le quotidien Vedomosti estime que
I'incident vient redessiner les lignes rouges
entre Russie et Occident, entre sunnites et chi-
ites, qui rendent difficile la création d'une
grande coalition anti terroriste, alors que pen-

dant quelques jours, on a pu y croire.

Le journal économique Kommersant souligne
qu'il s'agit des premières pertes russes offi-
cielles, depuis le début des frappes, et auss¡ du
premier conflit sérieux entre la Bussie et l'Otan
depuis la fin de l'Union soviétique. La commis-
sion des Affaires technico-militaires a

demandé aux ministères concernés de lui
transmettre les dossiers en cours ; plusieurs
secteurs de la coopération russo turc pour-

raient bien pâtir de cet évènement. < 44 mil-
liards de dollars menacés r, titre pour sa part le
journal RBK qui estime qu'il en est fini du pre
jet de gazoduc Turkish Stream, fini également
le projet de vente d' une centrale nucléaire à la
Turquie. Le tourisme va également être
sérieusement touché. Le ministère des
Affaires étrangères déconseille désormais la
destination Turquie. o

Selon l'étøt-møj or russe,
te Su-24 a été øbattu pøi
l'armée turque øu dessus
du territofue syrien søns

sommøtion, tandis
qu'Ankarø ølfirme que
I'aoíon russe surv oløit

son ter¡itoire et øztait été
azterti << tlix fois en l'e-

spøce de cinq minutes>.
RELITERSlReuters

WlHaberturkWATTEN-
TIONEDITORS

29 novembre 20L5

Avion russe abattu: Poutine accuse la Turquie de
protéger le trafic de pétrole de Daesh

LES RELATIONS entre
Moscou et Ankara sont gla-
ciales depuis qu'un bombar-
dier russe a été abattu le 24
novembre...

Les relations entre Moscou et
Ankara ne vont pas aller en
s'améliorant. Le président russe
Vladimir Poutine a estimé ce
lundi que la Turquie avait décidé
d'abattre un bombardier russe

pour protéger le trafic de pétrole
de I'organisation terroriste Etat
islamique.

( Nous avons toutes les rai-
sons de penser que la décision
d'abattre notre avion a été dictée
par la volonté de protéger ces
chemins d'acheminement de
pétrole vers le territoire turc ), a
déclaré Vladimir Poutine lors
d'une conférence de presse, en
marge de la COP21 au Bourget.

Pout¡ne a refusé de rencon-

trer Erdogan au Bourget
Le président russe a refusé de

rencontrer son homologue turc
Recep Tayyip Erdogan en marge
de cette conférence, malgré I'in-
sistance du président turc.

Le 24 novembre dernier, un
avion russe a été abattu par I'ar-
mée turque à la frontière turco-
syrienne. Ankara affirme qu'il
était entré dans son espace
aérien et qu'il avait été averti < dix
fois en cinq minutes > avant que

2Ominutes.fr I 29 nov.2O15

l'armée n'ouvre le feu. La Russie
assure de son côté que son appa-
reil survolait le territo¡re syrien et
qu'il n'a jamais èté mis eñ garde
avant d'être touché. r
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américains en Syrie pour
s Kurdes contre l'EI

Leur mission consiste à < planifier > des offensives contre Jarablus et Raqa, des villes du nord
syrien aux mains du groupe de I'EI

Rouba EL IIUSSEIM
AI]P / 26 novembre2015
http: / /www. lorientlejour. com

Tles soldats des forces spéciales
L) amêúcaines sont arrivés à

Kobané en Syrie pour entraîner et
assister les combattants kurdes lut-
tant contre le groupe État isla-
mique (EI), le premier déploiement
offrciel du genre dans ce pays en
guerre. Une source des unités de
protection du peuple kurde (YPG),
principale milice kurde syrienne,
un activiste à Kobané, Mustapha
Abdi, et I'Observatoire syrien des
droits de I'homme (OSDH) ont
annoncé jeudi larrivée de quelques
dizaines de miliøires qui, selon
Washington, auront un rôle non
combattant de conseillers. Leur
mission consiste à "planifier" des
offensives contre Jarablus et
Raqqa, des villes du Nord syrien
aux mains du groupe djihadiste
responsable d'atrocités en Syrie et
de spectaculaires attentats meur-
triers, a indiqué à I'AFP la source
des YPG.

Le directeur de I'OSDH, Rami
Abdel Rahmane, a confirmé que
les plus de 50 instructeurs améri-
cains entraîneraient les Kurdes en
vue d'une offensive contre Raqqa,
capitale de facto de I'EI en Syrie.
Selon I'activiste Mustapha Abdi,
ils sont entrés à Kobané "ces
dernières heures", mais I'OSDH a
affirmé qu'ils étaient arrivés "ces
deux derniers jours", en deux
groupes, depuis la Turquie et le
Kurdist¿n irakien. Une trentaine
d'entre eux sont "actuellement à
Kobané (nord) et les autres dans la
province de Hassaké", plus à l'est,

Des militøires øméricøins sont atiaés dans Ia aille de Kobané,
dans le nord de lø Syrie, pour entrøîner et øssister des combat-
tønts kurdes dans leur lutte contre lEI. Photo d'archioes AFPI
PATRICKBAZ.

morts le 13 novembre) et contre
un avion de ligne russe qui s'est

écrasé en Egpte (224 morts le 3l
octobre), revendiqués par I'EI,
Raqqa est devenue la principale
cible des raids aériens russes et
français. La France et la Russie
ont établi une coopération inédite
contre I'EI et le président français
François Hollande cherche main-
tenant à établir une coalition plus
large pour tenter de détruire ce
groupe. Mais les efforts français
risquent d'être perturbés par la
crise entre Ankara et Moscou, née
du fait que I'armée turque a abattu
mardi un avion de combat russe
qui s'est écrasé en Syrie. Jeudi,
I'armée russe a annoncé avoir
"détruit" des groupes rebelles qui
se trouvaient dans la zone du
crash dans le Nord-Ouest syrien,
peu après une opération qui a per-
mis le sauvetage d'un des deux
pilotes. L'autre pilote a été tué
depuis le sol par les rebelles.

L'Allemagne a proposé à la
France de déployer une fiégate
ainsi que des avions de reconnais-
sance et de ravitaillement pour
participer à la lutte contre les dji-
hadistes. Et le Premier ministre
britannique a appelé le Pa¡lement
à soutenir des frappes britanniques
contre I'EI en Syrie. "C'est à

Raqqa que certaines des princi-
pales menaces contre ce pays sont
planiflrées et orchestrées", a mis en
garde David Cameron, afli¡mant
que sept attentats déjoués par les

services britanniques ces 12

derniers mois étaient "liés ou
inspirés" par I'EI.

aao

selon I'OSDH. "Ils doivent se

regrouper à Kobané pour entraîner
les Forces démocratiques de Syrie
(FDS)' composées de factions
arabes et kurdes et de chrétiens
syriaques.

"ISOTERI'RAQQA
Fin octobre, le président américain
Barack Obama avait donné son
feu vert au déploiement en Syrie
d'au maximum 50 soldats des
forces spéciales dans un rôle de
conseiller, le premier déploiement
du genre depuis le début de leffort
de guerre international contre IEI
il y a plus d'un an. Leur rôle est
"d'organiser" les forces locales
anti-El, selon Brett McGurk,
envoyé spécial de M. Obama pour
la coalition anti-El. I1 s'agit à
terme "d'isoler" Raqqa. Selon lui,
le but de la coalition est "d'étouÊ
fer, d'étrangler le coeur" de I'EI en
Syrie et en Irak par des offensives
coordonnées au sol. Outre une

oflensive vers Raqqa, il s'agit aussi
de couper tout accès de I'EI à la
frontière syrienne, de couper I'axe
Raqqa-Mossoul (hak) et de
reprendre Ramadi en lrak.

En mai, les États-Unis avaient
officiellement annoncé leur pre-
mière opération commando au sol
contre I'EI en Syrie, au cours de
laquelle leurs forces spéciales
avaient tué des dizaines de dji-
hadistes, dont un haut respons-
able, à Al-Omar (centre). En Irak
voisin, des centaines de conseillers
américains assistent depuis
plusieurs mois les troupes iraki-
ennes face à I'EI et certains d'entre
eux ont aidé début novembre les

combattants kurdes à prendre la
ville de Sinjar (norQ aux dji-
hadistes, coupant ainsi une voie de
communication importante pour
I'EI entre I'Irak et la Syrie.

COALITION ÉT.ANCre

Après les attentats de Paris (130

lrak: six morts dans un attentat suicide

Kirkouk (Irak),28 novembre 2015 (AFP)

SIX PERSONNES ont été tuées samedi lors d'un attentat suicide dans la
ville irakienne de Touz Khourmatou (nord+st), théåtre d'affrontements
mortels entre des forces kurdes et des ch¡¡tes irakiens ce mois-ci, ont raF
porté des responsables.
Le kamikaze a fait exploser un véhicule piégé au niveau d'un check-point, bles-
sant également 16 personnes selon Challal Abdoul Baban, le responsable de la
région, et un ofücier de police.

L'att¡aque n'a pas été revendiquée dans I'immédiat, mais les attentats suicide

sont une méthode fréquemment employée par les extrémistes sunnites en lrak,
notamment par le groupe jihadiste Etat islamique (El) qui a pris le contrôle de
larges pans de tenito¡re I'an dern¡er.

Cette attaque survient après des affrontements meurtriers en début de mois
entre des ch¡¡tes ¡rak¡ens et des membres des forces kurdes à Touz
Khourmatou, qui avaient commencé comme une altercat¡on avant de dégéné-
rer.

Ces violences ¡llustrent les profondes divis¡ons qu¡ séparent les groupes de
combattiants opposés à l'El en lrak, entravant notamment les efforts de lutte
contre les jihadistes. a
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Syrie: lslamistes et Kurdes s'affrontent
dans le nord du pays

Beyrouth.30 novembre 2015 (AFP)

AU MOINS 23 COMBATTANTS ont péri en Syrie dans des affronte-
mênts entrê groupes islamistes et une all¡ance arabo-kurde
appuyée par les Américains, a affirmé lundi I'Observatoire syrien
des droits de l'Homme (OSDH).

Selon I'ONG, 15 combattants du Front Al-Nosra, branche syrienne d'Al-
QaÏda, ont été tués dimanche dans des afüontements qui ont débuté la
semaine dernière dans le nord d'Alep, ancienne capitale économique de
Syrie.

Les combats ont également fa¡t au mo¡ns huit morts du côté des Forces
démocratiques syr[ennes (FDS), une coalition formée principalement par
les Unités de protection du peuple kurde (YPG) et des combattants
arabes de l'Armée de la Révolution (Jaich al-Thouwar).

Le journaliste kurde Arin Shekhmos a afñrmé à I'AFP que les combats ont
commencé il y a quatre jours quand le Front Al-Nosra et ses alliés ont
attaqué une pos¡t¡on de I'Armée de la Révolution.

Des accrochages sporadiques avec les FDS ont eu lieu près de la local-
ité frontal¡ère de Azaz dans le nord de la province d'Alep, suivis par des
t¡rs de roquettes d'Al-Nosra et d'¡slamistes contre un quartier kurde dans
la ville d'Alep. Cette minorité représente 10% de la population de cette
agglomération.

En outre, selon I'OSDH, le Front Al-Nosra a décapité dimanche deux
hommes accusés de travailler avec l'Armée de la Révolution.

En toile de fond de ces combats figure I'opposition entre la Turquie voi-
sine et les forces kurdes. Ces dernières accusent Ankara de soutenir mil-

itairement et fi nancièrement
les islamistes. De son côté,
la Turquie a averti à
plusieurs reprises qu'elle ne
permettra pas l'établisse-
ment d'une région kurde
autonome à sa fontière.
ll existe par ailleurs une ten-
sion récurrente entre les
forces kurdes et les élé-
ments les plus radicaux de
la rébellion syrienne. La minorité kurde n'a jamais rejo¡nt la rébellion con-
tre Bachar al-Assad bien qu'elle fut opprimée par ce dernier.

Elle s'est fixée comme objectif de const¡tuer sa propre zone autonome et
n'a pas permis aux forces rebelles de mener des opérations sur son "ter-
ritoire" après le retrait des forces du régime en 2Q12.

Les YPG, la plus importante force armée kurde en Syrie, a cependant
joué une rôle de premier plan dans la lutte contre les jihadistes du groupe
Etat islamique (El) dans le nord de la Syrie.

Cette m¡lice kurde a annoncé récemment la création des FDS, une
alliance avec des groupes arabes regroupant des chrétiens et tribus
arabes sunnites.

Elle a obtenu I'appui de la coalition militaire conduite par les États-Unis et
a réussi à reprendre aux jihadistes près de 200 villages dans la province
de Hassaké, dans le nord-est de la Syrie. o

Gérémon¡e inédite des juifs kurdes d'lrak
pour commémorer un pogrom

Erbil (Irak),30 novembre 2015 (AFP)

UNE cÉRÉMO¡¡le cOulwlÉUORANT un pogrom sanglant contre les
juifs d'lrak il y a plus de 70 ans s'êst tenue pour la première fois
lundi dans la rég¡on autonome du Kurdistan irakien (nord), en
présence de Kurdes d'origine juive et d'off¡caels.

A cette occasion, le gouvernement du Kurdistan a ofi¡cial¡sé I'arrivée d'un
représentant de la communauté juive au sein du m¡nistère des Affaires
rel¡g¡euses dans une région majoritairement musulmane.

La loi sur la protection des minorités, votée en mai, "stipule que même s'il
n'y a qu'un fidèle de quelque religion que ce soit, ses droits seront pro-
tégés", a déclaré Sherzad Omar Mamsani, le rèprésentant juif au min-
lstère des AfËires religieuses.

Selon lui, la cérémonie organisée lundi à Erbil, la cap¡tale du Kurdistan,
pour commémorer le pogrom de Bagdad des 1er et 2 juin 1941, connu
sous le nom de "Farhoud", a¡nsi que les persécutions contre les juifs
d'lrak, est la première jamais organisée à ce jour.

Plus de 1 00 personnes ont été tuées lors du pogrom de Farhoud, lorsque
des foules attaquèrent et pillèrent les maisons de la communauté juive de
Bagdad. Des dizaines de mill¡ers de juifs irakiens quittèrent ensu¡te le
pays au cours des années qui suivirent par peur des violences.

La communauté comptait 1 35.000 personnes au début des années 1 940,
selon le musée de I'Holocauste à Washington.

Selon M. Mamsami, environ 400 familles s'identifiant comme juives vivent
encore au Kurdistan irakien. Elles sont toujours officiellement enreg-
istrées comme musulmanes.

Le nombre total de familles 'U'orig¡ne ju¡ve" converties à I'islam serait de
plusieurs milliers, a-t-il ajouté.

Zach Huff, un chercheur américain basé en lsrael et spécialiste de la
question kurde, a émis I'espoir que la commémoration off¡cielle de lundi
marque une renaissance de la communauté et de la culture juive au
Kurdistan irakien.

Sherzød Omar Mømsøni, le reyésentønt juif øu ministère
rcgionøl kurde, regørde les photos affichées lots d'une commé-
motøtion d'un pogrom des luiþ il'lrak døtønt de juin 194L, à
Erbil,la cøpitøle ile lø úgion øutonome kurde du nord de l'bøk,
le 30 noaembre 2075. (Crédit : HAMED)

"ll y a environ 200.000 Kurdes 0uifs) vivant en lsraë|", a-t-il expliqué à
l'AFe "et ils ont envie de se reconnecter à leurs racines au Kurdistan,
même s'ils font partie de la deuxième ou hoisième génération (vivant en
lsraël)", a-t-il souligné.

"Je pense qu'il va y avoir davantage d'échanges commerciaux, de
tourisme et de relat¡ons entre les Kurdes juifs (d'lsraël) et les habitants du
Kurdistan", a-t-il ajouté.

ll n'existe pas de synagogue en activité dans cette région autonome mais
le représentant juif au m¡n¡stère des Afiaires religieuses a émis I'espoir
que les choses changent rapidement. I
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MoreYa^diMass
Graves Discovered
NearSiqiarby
Iraqi Officials
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ByLucyWestcott tt/go/zor'
http://europe.neysweek.com

I number of mass graves containing the
-la¡emains of members of the Yazidi religion
have been found near Sinjar, in northern lraq,
the site of recent airstrikes by a U.S.-led coali-
tion against the Islamic State militant group
(rsrs).

Iraqi ofücials announced the discovery
last week of a mass grave containing more
than rrobodies, the BBC reported. The grave,
found about 6 miles west of Sinjar, was
booby-trapped with improvised explosive
devices in preparation for the Kurdish libera-
tion of the area, Al Jazeera reported.

On Sunday, Iraqi ofñcials said theyfound
a further three mass graves in Sinjar, which
contained betrveen 8o and roo bodies bet-
ween them. Iraqi officials have found at least

s -Dentro de Ia Prensa-Basin Ozeti

seven Yazidi mass
graves so far. Two
weeks ago, another
mass grave was
found containing the
bodies ofbetween 4o
and 8o Yazidi
women; it was belie- Kurilìsh peshmergø securíty forces show what they søy is ø mass
ved ISIS fighters grøae of Yøziilis killed by the Islamíc State on Noo. 15,2075, in
deemed the women Sinja¡lrøq,
too old to be sold as
sex slaves or raped. The United Nations said ISIS "may have

ISIS took control of Sinjar in August 2014 committed genocide, war crimes and crimes

and conducted a massacre óf y-iai"] ¡SIS t it- against humanity" in its attacks against

led yazidi men and captured hundreds of Y¿zidisandotherreligiousandethnicminori-

Yazidi women and girls and sold them into ties'

sex slavery. Yazidis who remained fled to the Earlier this month, Kurdish peshmerga
top of Mount Sinjar and were forced to forces, with the backing of U.S. airstrikes,
convert to Islam or be killed. A U.S.-led coali- drove ISIS out of Sinjar. I
tion began airstrikes against ISIS in the area
shortly thereafter.

Turkey, Russia No Longer BFFs;
Sanction Imposed
Kenneth Rapoza, Novgo, zo15
www.forbes.com

f 
^ 

7elp, there goes the Turkish Stream pipe-
YY tine, Gazprom . The Russian govern-

ment has sanctioned Turkey over the dow-
ning of a Sukhoi SU-24 fTghterjet that briefly
crossed into Turkish airspace last week. The
plane was gunned down. The pilot was killed.

The Russian government released a note this
weekend that demanded commercial airlines
suspend all flights between the two coun-
tries, effective Jan. r. The note also asked
Russian travel agents to refrain from selling
tour packages to Turkey, one of the destina-
tions ofchoice for Russians looking to
escape the cold. There is also a ban on
Russian businesses hiring any newTurkish
nationals and import restrictions on certain
Turkish goods.

The Kremlin announcement came just hours
after Turkey's leader Recep Erdogan said he
wished the incident had never happened.
Two Russian fighterjets were close to the

border and warned to vacate. One did. The
other was in Turkish airspace for r7 seconds
before being fired upon, the Turkish ambas-
sador to the United Nations said in a note
last week to the Security Council.

Erdogan said he wanted to meet with Putin
in Paris during the U.N. climate summit on
Monday.

"Both countries cannot afford to give up on
each other," Erdogan said.

Turkey has always been a reliable ally for
Russia, and a reliable bridge between
Moscow and Brussels. But Russia's recent
bombing campaign of the Islamic State in
Syria may have ruffled some feathers. In the
world of religious sects, Islam takes the cake
for violence against their own. Turkey is no
fan of the Kurds, the country's largest
minority group. The Kurds are no fan ofthe
Islamic State. Many Kurds are not Muslim
and are often the targets of violence in the
so-called "caliphate" state they've carved out
for themselves in parts of Iraq and Syria.
These allegiances may irk some, off the

record. Russia is bombing ISIS, but ISIS are
enemies of the Kurds, who are fighting them
in lraq. For this reason, Putin called Turkey
supporters of terrorism when his Air Force
lost a jet over Slria last week. a

A protester sets ftre to ø poster depict-
ing Russian P¡esident Vlødimir Putin
ønil rcøiling 'Putin, killer!' iluring a
demonstrøtion øgainst Russìø on

Noztember 27,2075, ìn the Føtih tlistrict
in lstanbul. (Photo by Cøgdas
Er do gøn I AEP I G etty lmøges )

Fìorbes November 30,2015
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Russia v Turkey

Over the borderline

WHEN Russia began bombing in Syria in
September, it hoped the mission would be
short and telegenic. lt is quickly getting longer
and uglier. Last month lslamic State (lS) afi¡li-
ates downed a Russian airliner over Egypt.
Then, on Novernber 24th, Turkish jets shot
down a Russian fighter-bomber near the Syrian
border, the first hostilities between Russia and
a NATO member since the end of the cold war.

Turkey said the Russian Su-24 had violated its
airspace and was warned ten times before
Turkish F-16s fired on it. Russia says its a¡rcrafr
stayed over Syria. One pilot survived, but the
other was killed, as was a Russian soldier
involved in a rescue miss¡on. A livid Vladimir
Putin called the downing a "stab in the back" by
"accomplices of terrorists", accusing the
Turkish government of protecting lS and allow-
¡ng its oil trade to flourish across the Turkish
border.

For Turkey, the clash follows months of frustra-
tion over Russia's intervention. Both countries
are fighting lS, but their priorities are often
opposed. Turkey wants to overthrow Syria's
president, Bashar al-Assad, and to prevent
Syrian Kurdish militias from gaining territory.
Russia wants to protect MrAssad, its longtime
client, and is friendly with the Kurds. "Turkey's
strategy collapsed with Russia's involvement,"
says Nihat Ali Ozcan of the Economic Policy
Research Foundation, a think-tank.

rdtib

SYRIA

Flight paths ând crash sites
according to:

-{Russia {turt ey

Sources: lnstitute for the Study ofWar;
lurkish ànd Ru5sìan officiaL5

ln public, Turkey's NATO allies backed it. ln pri-
vate, many wondered wh aether Turkey could
have been less provocative. Western leaders,
including Barack Obama, sought to defuse ten-
sions. On November 25th Turkey's president,
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, said his country had
"no intention of escalating this incident".

Mr Putin's anger aside, Russia has little inter-
est in escalation either. 'We're not planning to
fight with Turkey," said the foreign minister,
Sergei Lavrov. But Russia may strike back
asymmetrically, says Fyodor Lukyanov, chair-
man of Russia's Council on Foreign and
Defence Policy, a think-tank. For example, joint
energy projects, including the proposed
Turkish Stream pipeline, could be put on hold.
Turkey imports 20o/o of its energy ftom Russia;
it may find those contracls at risk. The number
of Russian tourists who visit Turkey, currently
3.5m a year, is likely to decline: Mr Lavrov
advised them not to visit because of an alleged
risk of terrorism, and Russia's state tourism
agency has banned tour operators from ofier-
ing package trips.

Most troubling are the impl¡cations in Syria.
François Hollande, France's president, visited
Moscow on November 26th to drum up support
for an anti-ls alliance (see article). But NATO's
solidarity with Turkey has rankled Russia,
which could intensify bombing of Syrian rebels
with ties to Turkey, or give more support to
Kurdish forces. Russia has announced it will
arm its air base outside Latakia with its most
sophisticated airdefence missile, the 3-400. ln
Mr Erdogan, Mr Putin has encountered a þllow
illiberal strongman given to macho posturing.
Both are known for letting national pride drive
their decisions; neither will back down eas¡ly. r

Thrkey shoots down a Russian jet, and Syria grows yet more complicated
Nov eSth eor5
htþ://www.economist.co¡n
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Turkish anger was compounded by Russian air
strikes against villages inhabited by Turkomans
(Syrians of Turkic origin), which, Russia says,
harbour lslamist terrorists. Turkey's fore¡gn
ministry summoned Russia's ambassador last
week, and raised the issue with the UN
Security Council. An estimated 1,500
Turkomans have fled Syria for Turkey. The
Russ¡an f¡ghter-bomber was operating in a
Turkoman region, but the decision to shoot it
down was ultimately driven by border-security
concerns, not sympathy for the Turkomans,
according to Mehmet Yegin, a Turkish security
expert.

ffi.-m.ml November 29,2015

KRG gas
tenough for
needs of
Turkey and
Europet
SULAYMANIYAH - Novembet2s/20ts
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com

fhe nahlral gas resources of the Kurdistan
I Regional Covemment (KRC) in northem

Iraq are enough to meet the needs of both
Turkey and Europe, the head of the KRG's

Parliamentary Committee for Industry and
Energy said on Nov.29.

Gas reserves in Arbil, Dohuk and
Sulayrnaniyah were estimated to stand at
more than 5.7 trillion cubic feet, but will
reach up to nearly 8 trillion cubic feet if the
disputed areas between the KRG and the cen-
tral Iraqi govemment in Baghdad, including
Kirkuk, joins forces with the regional govem-
ment.

KRG Parliamentary Committee for
Industry and Energy head Cevdet Circo said
Turkey and the KRG held a strategic agree-
ment with regards to the delivery of gas in
2017.

"Kurdish gas will reach Europe via
Turkey. The Kurdish region can fill the gap
created by Russia's gas cut-off to Europe,"
Circo said, as reported by Anadolu Agency.

Additionally, Sulaymaniyah Energy
Committee head Galip Muhammed said
Sulaymaniyah was the richest province in the

region in terms of gas reserves, holding 5 tril-
lion cubic feet of nafural gas alone.

"Sulaymaniyah has almost 80 percent of
the natural gas reserves of the KRG," he said.

Muhammed also claimed Sulaymaniyah's
gas was the best quality in the region, though
it has not been evaluated yet. r

I
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E.[.r. offers
aid toTurkey
to help ease
migrant flow
BRUSSETS

With Merkel at forefront,
plan includes $3.2 billion
and other inducements

BYJAMESIGNTER
ANDANDREWT¡IGGINS

Under heayy pressure from Germany to
get a grip on Europe's'migrant crisis
after monthsof dithering, European Un-
ion leaders met in Brussels on Sunday
with 1[rkey's prime minister to com-
plete a deal that Chancellor Angela
Merkel of Germanyhoþs will slowthe
clraotic f,ood ofas¡drm seekers into the
2&næionbloc

Themeetingtlle seveirth gat&ering of
European leaders since ttre spring re-
garding the highly divisive question of
migration" took place days afrer Türkey
shot down a Russian warplane and
added a new element of uncertainty to a
crisis that has overwhelmed Europe's
slow decisioemaking process.

Prime MinisterAhmet Davutoglq ac-
cordingto diplomats,will be promised 3
billion euros, or $3.2 billion, in European
aid and otherinducements in exchange
for T\¡rkish action to stop migrants,
most of them from tlre Middle East and
Afghanistan, from reaching Greece and
other countries on EuropeS outer
fringe. Mr. Davutoglu was standing in
for Tiukey's president Recep Talyip
Erdogarl atthe Brussels meeting.

Speaking to reporters ijn Brussels be-
fore the meeting, Ms. Merkel said
Europe had many reasons to work
closely with Tiukey but that the'essen-
tial part of the negotiations was the
need to "repliace illegal migration with
legal migration." Her statement reflec-

THIÊRRY CHARLIER/ÀGËNCE FMNCE,PRESSE

Prime MinisterAhmet Davutoglu of ltrrkey
at tbe gathering in Brussels on Sunday.

ted a hope th¡t the unruly flow of
asylum-seekers - a mix of refugees
Íeeing war and economic mþants
seeking a better life : can be brougbt
under con-trolbefore it rèaches Europe.

Europe wantb Tiukey's help in identi-
tying genuine refugees, notably S¡rrians,
wtrowor¡ldbe allowedentryin anorderly
fashion, and in halting people fleeing
povertywhgdonothave anobviousright
to protectionunder internationallaw.

DonaldTùslçthepresident oftheEr¡ro-
pean Councit the body representing

European leaders, set out Europe's ob-
jective in blunt terms: "Ow main goal is
to stem the llow of migrants to Europe,"
he said, describing Tlukey as a "key
partner" on issues including counter-
terrorism andthecivil warin Syria

But he said that Europe needed to do
more to secure its external borders and
it could not "outsource this obligation to
any third country," like [¡rkey. Faiting
to protect the Continent's outer borders,
he.warned, woulti mean that one of
Europe's most important achievements,
the 26-nation visa-free zone known as
Schengen, "will become history."

Later, as the meeting got underway,
Mr. Ti¡sk told the summit t¡at 1.5 million
migrants had entered the European Un-
ion,this year.

It is unclear how secure any agree-
ment reached witlt Ïbrkey would be.
Leaders first endorsed a so-called ac-
tion plan with Tlrrkey more than a
montl agq but it was delayed by hag-
gling over details.

The Europeans still have not agreed
onhow to raise the €3 billion earmarked
for Tbrkey and putting tlre agreement
into êffect will ultimately depend on the
T[rkish president, Mr. Erdogan,

There were warnings that the deal
might not diminish the flow of migrants
anytimesoon.

Gerald l(rraus, chairman of tlte Ei¡re.
pean Stability Initiative, a research or-
ganization in Berlin, said that Germany
and other countries would need to re-
settle "sizable numbers" of Syrian
refugees from Tlrrkey to relieve the
pressure there. Tlrrkey would also need
to take back all migrants who reach
Greek islands to try to end the use of
that migration route, he added. Without
that commitment, and others, "we tf,ill
see more refugees crossing, more
drowning, more recriminations be-
tweqn the European Uniop and Tl¡rkey
and an even worse relationship two
months from now," Mr. Knaus said.

Europe's negotiations with T[rkey
have been dogged by concerns among
human rights activists and sôme Euro-
pean politicians that the country has
taken an authoritarian turn.under Mr.
Erdogan and that it regularly violates
rights ol l¡is critics, journalists and
members of the Kurdish minoritY.

"We have seen a systematic regress
of the rule of law and fundamental
freedoms in Ti¡rkey," Marietje Schaake,
a Dutch member of the European Pa¡lia-

ment, said in a ståtement on Saturday.
"It must be crystal clear tlrat coopera-
tion requires respect for basic rights."

Yet in a series of major concessions;
tlte European Union was offering cash
to Ïlrrkey to improve the conditions for
more than two million Syrians who have
taken refuge in the country in return for
heþ in preventing asylum-seekers from
leavingTbrkey.

Ms. Merkel on Sunday defended the
outreach to lrkey, noting that, despite
sheltering so many refugees, it "had re-
ceived littþ international supportforthat
and theçefore riglttly orpects that the
European Union and the member states
attempt to lighten Tlrrkey's burden."

Europe was also offering T[rkey the
chance to resume regular summit meet-
ings, which would be held twice a year,
according to a draft copy of the final
statement. In addition, lrrkey looked
set to win a promise to speed up negoti-
ations on visa-free travel for its citizens
to the European Union, as well as a re-
sumption of formal negotiations on full
membershipintltebloc.

In return, Tlrrkey and the Europeans
would "with immediate effect, step up
their active cooperation on migrants
whoare notin need of internation'al pro-
tection, preventing travelto T\rrkey and
the E.U.," the draft statement said.

Before the summit meeting, a group
of countries including Germany dis-
cussed expanding the number of
refugees who could be resettled fium
camps outside the blocto give more mi-
grants a legal path to the Continent.
Such an offer could sweeten the deal for
T[rke¡ but any agreement among
Euroþan countries on expanding re-
settlement would most likely require
further talks in the coming weeks.

Tìalks on closer relations between
Europe and Ttrrkey have frequently
stalled in the past¡ Formal negotiations
on Tl¡rkish membership in the bloc star-
ted a decade ago, but there has been re-
sistance from France and Germany, as
well as vehement opposition from
Cyprus, a member of the union that has
been divided since Tbrkey invaded the
north of the isl'and in 1974.

Europe, howeve! needs some form of
agreement. tts efforts to control the
number of people arriving atthe union's
ext-ernal borders have been largely inef-
fective, and hardly any migrants have
been relocated from front-line states
like Greece and ltaly.

The leaders are meeting in the shad-
ow of the terrorist attacks in Flance,
which have amplified concerns over
how migration is affecting cornerstones
of the European Union project, includ-
ing allowing the Schengen agreement.

Laurq Fauss contributed reporting from
,Berlin.
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ErdoÉan more
isolaie¿ than
ever on syria
The Turkish president is on the defensive
after Turkey's shootÍng down of a Russlan
warplane; the Syrlan war enters a more dan-
gerous phase.

Week in Revieu, / November 29,2015
http ://ururw. a l-m o n itor. com

The most notable consequence so far of Turkey's shooting down a
I Russian fighter jet Nov. 24 has been a possible opening for a deepe-

ning of Russia's cooperation with the US-led coalition against the lslam¡c
State and a free fall in Turkish-Russian relations.

Russian President Vladimir Putin and French President Francois Hollande
agreed Nov. 26 to share informat¡on about targets in Syria and to strike
"only terrorists." Putin added that Russia is "ready to cooperate" with the
US-led anti-lS coalition.

Credit for the inspired diplomacy of turning crisis into opportun¡ty goes to
Hollande and US President Barack Obama, who apparently have decided
that the overall object¡ve of ending the war in Syria should not be held
hostage to Turkey's aggressive response to the Russian warplane's
alleged violation of Turkish airspace.

ln another sign of Turkey's increasing isolation on Syria, The Wall Street
Journal's above-the-fold feature on Nov. 28 was a report on how the United
States has been pressing Turkey to seal ¡ts side of the Turkish-Syrian bor-
der. The article quotes a senior Obama administration official as saying
"enough is enough. ... This is an ¡nternational threat, and it's all coming out
of Syria and it's coming through Turkish territory."

Metin Gurcan explains the context of the battle that led to the confrontation
between Russian and Turkish aircraft. Gurcan writes that Syrian military
lorces backed by lranian Shiite militias and Russian air power have been
battling Turkmens, the Army of Conquest and Jabhat al-Nusra forces ¡n the
predominantly Turkmen Bayirbucak region since Nov 19, which is only I
miles from the Turkish border. Syria and its allies are seeking to clean this
mountainous and densely forested area from oppos¡tion fighters as a pre-
cursor of further Syrian regime and Russian moves toward ldlib and Aleppo
and "to expel Chechen Caucasian fightersfrom Bayirbucak" in advance of
a possible cease-fire.

Q emih ld¡z reports that Ankara had protested Russ¡an and Syrian attacks
9on Syrian Turkmen forces in this region, and quotes Turkish Prime
Minister Ahmet Davutoglu as say¡ng Nov. 22, two days before the incident,
"We are prepared to take all the necessary diplomatic and other measures
in order to protect our brothers there, and wherever they may be, against
any threat, and to preserve the¡r human rights."

ldiz explains how Turkey's actions have served to undermine its case in
support of its Turkmen allies in Syria: "Once Turkey's national 'feel good'
moment of having shown its resolve and military capability by the downing
of the Russian jet fighter is over, attention w¡ll sh¡ft to the diplomatic field to
see what political fallout there is in the aftermath of this incident. ... NATO
went through the motions of calling for an emergency meeting to discuss
the ¡ssue, as it has to by its charter, but few expect it to opt for an escala-
tion of the crisis. Given that there is l¡ttle sympathy in the West for radical
lslamic groups following the Paris attack, and that France is acting w¡th
Russia to bomb lS targets in Raqqa, ¡t is likely that Moscow will have the
upper hand at the Security Council. This means that Turkey is unlikely to
gain much sympathy from its allies for the Turkmens, or other radical Sunni
groups in the region fighting the Syrian regime. Turkey ultimately remains
at odds with its allies over the question of fighting the Assad regime, which
US Secretary of State John Kerry has said is not part of their military mis-
sion in Syria, where they are to fight lS and to aid groups committed to fight
this group. Without the active support of its allies, though, there ¡s l¡ttle that
Turkey can do in the end to respond to Russia and the Assad regime in
northern Syria in order to secure the Sunni-dominated political configura-
tion in the region that it wishes to see."

The incident has drawn increased scrutiny to Turkey's approach to Syria's

Kurds, which is in direct contrast with both US policy and Russian initiatives
in Syria. Erdogan said Oct. 14 that there is "no difference" between the
Patriotic Union Party of Syria (PYD), the lead¡ng Syrian Kurdish group there
and lS. The US has s¡ngled out the People's Protect¡on Units (YPG), the
armed wing of the PYD, as among its most effective Syrian partners, so US
and Turkish policy will eventually face a day of reckoning, as the differences
are to date irreconcilable.

/^engiz Candar writes that "the souring of relations between Ankara and
\rlMoscow might also cast a shadow on the cooperation between Turkey
and the United States to evict lS from the 98-kilometer (61-mile) border that
is still under the control of lS in northern Syria. Turkey enlisted the
Americans by opening up its lncirlik Air Base in exchange for a tacit pledge
to prevent YPG forces from moving 'west of the Euphrates.' lf Russia were
to provide overt support to the YPG ¡n its quest to remove lS from the bor-
der region, such a political move could further complicate not only US-
Russian relations but also the cooperation between Washington and
Ankara. After all, Turkey is a member of NAIO, but icr Washington, under
an Obama admin¡stration serving its last year ¡n office and increasingly
reluctant to engage ¡n any sort of direct military involvement in Syria, it
m¡ght be difficult to push 'the unruly teenager of the Transatlantic Alliance'
to invoke Article 5."

Zullikar Dogan describes how Erdogan's Justice and Development Party
(AKP) has successfully divided and weakened the Peoples' Democratic
Party (HDP) by equating the HDP with the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK).
Orhan Cengiz reports that a shadowy lslamist paramilitary force, termed
"Allah's lions" (Esedullah), has been operating in Turkey's predominantly
Kurdish southeast regions against the PKK. The security situation in these
areas is the worst ¡t has been in a decade. "What has emerged so far from
news reports, witness accounts and images in the media," Cengiz wr¡tes,
"suggests that a group w¡thin the police - rel¡giously motivated, heavy-
handed and hostile to Kurds - is increasingly taking the forefront in secu-
rity operations in the southeast. The locals tend to believe these pol¡cemen
share the same mindset as lS fighters and see them as an lS-linked para-
military force. Regardless of whether this perception has any factual basis
or stems from psychological fears only, one thing is certain: lt serves no
good for Turkey's Kurdish problem, already mired in conflict, tensions and
mistrust."

Erdogan has shown signs of seeking to de-escalate the crisis, which has
proved a fiasco, desp¡te the national¡st chest thumping, as Pinar Tremblay
reports, and the platitudes about self-defense from NATO allies. Erdogan
has appealed, so far without success, for a meeting with Putin, perhaps
during the climate talks that start in Paris on Nov 30. Such a meeting, in
the company of other world leaders, could yet be another step forward for
a political settlement in Syria and a more coordinated military campaign
against lS.

SYRIAN WAR ENTERS NEW MORE DANGEROUS PHASE

Turkey's shooting down of the Russian jet signals that the Syrian war has
entered a new, more dangerous phase. No more is Syria just a "proxy war"
between Syrian parties backed by lran on the one side, and Qatar, Saudi
Arabia and Turkey on the other. The battlefield now includes American,
Russian and lranian "boots on the ground." Russia has two military bas€s
and provides air cover for all of Syria. Turkey prudently suspended its air
operations over Syria. The stakes have far exceeded both Erdogan's per-
sonal vendetta against Assad and his desire to thwart the Syrian Kurds.
Turkey's reckless action put NATO on the hook for a type of escalation that
would have repercussions beyond Syria. The credit goes to Obama,
Hollande and Putin for weather¡ng the storm.

Jhe incident draws attention to Turkey's grudging and half-hearted contr¡-
I but¡on to the war in Syria. lf Russian planes were indeed targeting

groups affiliated with Jabhat al-Nusra, should Ankara not grant them a few
minutes of a¡rspace? The po¡nt here is not to get into the back-and{orth
about the specifics of whether the Russian and Turkish planes followed
appropriate procedures to change the flight path of the Russian plane. The
point, more broadly, is that Turkey's actions in the war against lS may be of
a lesser nature than those of Russia and lran, not to mention Assad's
forces, who are actually engaging lS and Jabhat al-Nusra fighters. There
are also the questions of the tlow of foreign f¡ghters and illicit trade along
the Turkish-Syrian border, which are the subject of several UN Security
Council resolutions.

Another dimension of the new phase of the Syria war regards the role of
Syrian troops in the batüe against lS and Jabhat al-Nusra. Both Hollande
and French Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius refened to the use of Syrian
government troops to combat lS, although only in the context of a political
transition without Assad. The reality is that Syrian toops, backed by lran,
Hezbollah and Russia, are the most effective Arab force battling these ter-
rorist groups, as Arab coalition forces are almost nonexistent, as Bruce
Riedel wrote last week, and many of the opposition forces are now r>
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+ penetrated by Jabhat al-Nusra, as the Un¡ted Nations and other organ-
izations have pointed out. lt m¡ght be a fair question to ask that if Syrian mil-
¡tary forces, backed by lran and Hezbollah, retake Aleppo, will the citizens
of Aleppo be clamoring for the return of sectarian forces backed by the Arab
Gulf states, or welcome the new forces in hopes of calm?

lf the Vienna process gets traction in the coming months, the next frontier
will be whether those who have backed opposition and Salafi forces in
Syria, especially Saudi Arabia, will keep their focus on whether Assad

should go, as part of a negotiation over a transition, or continue to carry the
f¡ght against the so{alled lranian axis to break lran's relationship with
Syria. This trend is worth watching, especially if the Russian-lran¡an-Syrian-
Hezbollah al¡gnment continues to take the fight to terrorists on the ground,
and both Syrians and the ¡nternational community, eager to end the
scourge of lS and other terrorist groups once and for all, grow tired of the
sectarian agendas that have caused so much misery for the
Syrian people.o

\or rl¡rlrt,r' -Il. lll I S

Turkey gambles on the Turkmens
The Turkmen card Turkey is playing in Syrfa is likely to backfire and endanger the Turkmens.

fhe Syrian army's gradual expansion of ¡ts operational area w¡th Russian
I support and the Un¡ted States' beefing up of the Kurdish-Arab-syriac

coalition (aka the Syrian Democratic Forces) are further resùicting Turkey's
options in Syria.

Turkey has had problems supporting Salafi jihadists because of internation-
al reactions that shifted its calculations about Turkmens since the summer.

ln response to the plans by the Kurdish People's Protection Units (YPG) to
move westward and expel the lslamic State from Jarablus, Turkey has
declared the Euphrates River a red line for the Kurds. Once it ¡s cleared of
lS, Turkey is planning to use the Turkmens to control both these areas and
the Azez-Aleppo line, which is being considered for a buffer zone. Such
plans naturally upped the value of the Turkmen card. Turkey, unable to pre-
vent the Russian bombing against the groups supported by the West and
the Gulf, has pushed back with the Turkmens.

But the Russians ignored the Turkish moves and expanded their operations
to ïurkmen Mountain.

Once it assumes the control of Tl¡rkmen Mountaln wlth Russian air
support, the Syrlan army will score several sagnif¡cant points:

It will be easier for the Syrian army to enter ldlib and Jisr al-Shughur,
which are now being controlled by the Army of Conquest, with ¡ts key com-
ponents of Jabhat al-Nusra and Ahrar aþSham supported by Turkey, Saudi
Arabia and Qatar.

Logistics l¡nes to opposition forces in the region will be severed.
Smuggling routes from Yayladag-Hatay in Turkey have served as the main
supply routes for the opposition at Bayirbucak for the past four years.

The opposition's hope of reaching the Mediterranean will remain a
dream.

Attacks on Latakia, where the Russians have deployed, will end when
Turkmen Mountain is lost.

Once it takes control of Turkmen Mountain, the Syrian army will point
¡ts guns at the protected zone envisaged by ïurkey.

Nearby Jabal Akrad (Kurdish Mountain) is as important as Turkmen
Mountain. Jabal Akrad is currently controlled by Jabhat al-Nusra, Ahrar al-
Sham and Ansar al-Sham, which frequently launch jo¡nt operations with the
Iurkmens.

^ 
lthough the technical reason for shooting down the Russian plane was

/-\an airspace violation, the real reason ¡s the risk of losing the logistical
corridor - the area now controlled by the opposition groups - and the
increasing possibility of losing control of the ent¡re liberated zone.

Over the past few weeks the Syrian army has recaptured Qatil Maaf,
Firinlik, Acisu and Kizildag north of Turkmen Mountain and Gimam,
Sawanli, Zuwaik, Deir Khan and Toros to ¡ts south. Kizildag changed hands
several times. lf the regime can capture Kizildag, it will be easy for it to con-
trol 17 Turkmen villages in the area.

Turkey attaches strategic importance to dominating this area and is count-
ing on Turkmens to confront lS in rural Aleppo. The Turkmens'capture of
Harcele and Delha was the result of this plan.

But many wonder how strong Ankara's Turkmen card is and how effective
it will be. A little background may help in understanding the situation:

When the Syrian uprising began in 2011, the Syrian Turkmens began
organizing in the civilian and military spheres with Turkey's support. Until
then, Turkmens, who generally lived in villages and worked ¡n agriculture,

were not a politicized and organized community. Turkmens in the villages
of Homs, Latakia, Damascus, Raqqa, Hama, ldlib and Daraa did not have
an urban base, in contrast to the Kurds, who controlled Qam¡shli. lt was the
Turkmens who had settled in Turkey and pioneered post-2011 efiorts to
create a political movement with a diaspora flavor. The first organization
that emerged in 201.t was the Syrian Turkmen Movement, wh¡ch tried to get
the Turkmens to take to the streets to protest the regime. Next, 180
Turkmens living in Turkey established the Union of Syria Turkmens. These
two organizations united in November 2011 under the Syrian Turkmen
Mass (STK) to boost their representation capacity. But they eventually split
and the Democratic Turkmen Movement of Syria (SDTH) was set up in
March 2012.

The SDTH has been more active ¡n Aleppo, while the STK focuses on
Bayirbucak. STK activities are run from offices in Turkish border provinces.
Their act¡vities in Latakia are being directed from Yayladag, Raqqa from
Akcakale and Aleppo from Gaziantep. Under the strong influence of Turkey,
the Syrian National Council allotted 16 seats to Turkmens while the Syrian
National Coalition offered them three seats.

ln addition to the two main Turkmen groups, some influential Turkmens liv-
ing in Turkey formed the Syrian Turkmens Platform. The platform working
under the tutelage of the Turkish Foreign Min¡stry pioneered the creation of
the Syrian Turkmen Assembly that sought to unify the Turkmens.

f\n Dec. 15,2012, the then-speaker of Turkey's parliament, Cemil Cicek,
L/and then-Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu attended the unification
meeting in lstanbul. The Turkmen Assembly was officially established in a
March 2013 meeting attended by then-Prime Minister Recep Tayyip
Erdogan and Davutoglu. ln the second session of the assembly, held in
Ankara May 9-10, 2014, a 42-person legislative assembly and 13-person
executive council were elected from among some 350 delegates. The
Turkish parliament recognized the Turkmen Assembly as the legitimate
representative of Turkmens.

As for the mil¡tary activities of the Turkmens, many armed units were set up
aftet 2012. Turkmen units participated in the Anfal operation on March 21,
2014, by jihadist groups to capture the Armenian towns of Kasab and
Samra.

ln operat¡ons on Aug. 4-19, 2013, Alevi villages were raided and some 200
civilians were killed. lS and Jabhat al-Nusra also joined Turkmens in these
attacks. Meanwhile, there was regular rocket fire from Turkmen Mountain
toward Latakia.

Turkmens who were suspected of being the "legacy of the Ottomans" when
Syria was first created threw themselves into the ring of fire by participating
¡n the armed resistance under the guidance of Turkey.

Apart from some who came to Turkey to study and then to settle down,
Turkmens never had strong political ties with ïurkey. The Turkish govern-
ment was more concerned with the Turkmens of Kirkuk and Mosul in lraq
than w¡th the Syrian Turkmens. But after abandoning lraqi Turkmens to lS,
Turkey decided that Syrian Turkmens could be useful and set up close ties
with the Turkmens concentrated in the Baba Amr neighborhood of Homs,
considered the capital of the revolution.

Should the Syrian army impose its control on the region, Syrian Turkmens
will face the danger of being identified as Turkey's "fifth column," with all
that label implies. Moreover, Turkey's game plan of placing Turkmens as a
barrier to the Kurdish YPG is also planting the seeds of enmity between the
Kurds and Turkmens. o

Fehim Taçtekin ¡s a columnist at the Turk¡sh newspaper Radikal, based in Istanbul.
He is the host of a weekly program cailed "SINIRSIZ' on IMC.TV. He is an analyst

specializing in Turk¡sh foreign policy, and Caucasus, Middle East and EU afÍairs. He
contributes to Al-Monitor's Turkey Pulse as a ælumnisL He is the author of "Suriye:

Ytktl G¡t, Diren Kaf' and was the found¡ng editor of Agency Caucasus.
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cazreNrrr (runeu¡r)-
envoYé sPécial

T esbombesiarguéeslema-
I tin ont pulvérisé la bou-
I hngerie. Celles expédiées

I-J rc säir ont soufflé les bu-
reaux d'une unité rebelle et les lo'
caux d'une future :université.'
Mardi rZ novembre, en deux raids
contre Atareb, une bourgade agri-
cole de la province di{lep, la chaòse

russe a résumé ses buts de guerre
en $yrie. A ceux qui persistentàte-
nir tête à son protégé, Bachar Al-
Assad, Moscou a rappelé qup cette
audace se paie au prix fort.

Son intervention militaire, lan-
cée à la fin septembre, au nom de
la lutte contre l'organisation Etat
islamique (EI), s'apparente tou-
jours plus à une opération puni.
tive, à la mode Assad. Le gouver-
norat d'Alep, l'un des hauts lieux
de la rebellion, qui s'est libéré
presque eritièrement dans le cou-
rant de lannéezoTzet qui résiste
touiours à la reconquête ordon-
née par Vladimir Poutine, s'avère
logiquement I'une des régions les
plus châtiées.

Les statistiques de flnstitut sy-
úen pour la justice, une ONG alep-
pine exilée dans une ruelle com-
merçante de Gaziantep, dans le
sud de la Turquie, sont éloquen-
tes. Cette organisation réputée
pour son sérieux, qui compte un
vaste réseau d informateurs, a cal-
culé qu'en octobre, dans le seui
gouvernorat di{lep, les Sukhoï
russes ont mené rro attaques con-
tre des zones d'habitation, soit
presque autant que contre des si-
tes militaires (tz8). Selon I'ONG t6
usines, 6 hôpitaux¡ 3 écoles et 3

mosquées ont aussi été pris pour
cible. Bilan des morts pendànt ce

mois: t8o cÍvils et zo combat-
tants.

Lefournil dAtareb était le seulde
la région ouest dAlep encore en
service. Ses trois lignes de produc-
tion approvisionnaient la ville et
r3 villages des environs, soit envi-

ron r5oooo personnes. Elles sont
parties en fumée dans le bombar-
dement du r7 novembre avec'cênt
tonnes de farine, stockées dans un

dépôt mitoyen. <<Iiendroit avqít
déiàété touché à deuxteprÍses par
des bombardements du régime>,
raconte Ahmed Obaid, un mili-
tant révolutionnaire joint à ^Ata.
reb par WhatsApp, une applica-
tion de téléphonie par Internet,
très prisée.dans les zones alibé-
rées >Í, oir les réseaux cellulaires
sont souvent coupés. <<A chaque

fois, Ies habitants avaient pu répa-
rerles dommages causéí. Maís lòt,

on ne peut rien faíre Les tirc russes,
cþst une tout autre histoire. ¡

L'autre site frappé à Atareb était
un immeuble désaffecté. Unepar-
tie avait été réquisitionnée par le
Taiammu Thuwar Atareb (<Ras-
semblement des révolutionnai¡es
dAtareb>), un peiÍt grouBe armé.
Cette brigade était censée pardci-

per au progri¡mme du Pentagone,
destiné à former des rebelles sy-
riens à la lutte contre I'EI. Dans le
cadre de ce proiet qui a toumé au
fiasco durant l'été, les combat-
tánts du Tãiammu ThuwarAtareb
avaient hérité d'une petite flotte
de pick-up Toyota flambant neufs.
Hasard ou calcul, les roquettes rus-
ses ont explosé à côté de ces véhi-
cules; dont il ne reste Plus gu'un
amas de ferraille carboni$ée.

Oflen¡tuc dc¡ loyallsteo
La déflagration a endommagé

I'ensemble du bâtiment dont la
rénovation venait d'être décidée.
Le gouvernement de lbpposition
syrienne, basé.à Gaziantep, avait
Iintention d'y aménager une fa-
culté de science et une autre
d'agriculture. Cette < université [-
bre > aurait pu. accueillir des cen-
taines de ieunes de la région, pri-
vés de la possibilité d'étudier à

La dlsparltion
de flgures
de la scène

révolutionna¡re
d'Alep ouvre

un espace pour
les extrémlstes

l'université dAlep, située dans la
pdrtie de la ville toujours sous le
contrôle de I'armée régulière.

< Le messag e envoyé par ees derx
raids est límpíde, vitupère Hus-
sein Bakri, chargé des collectivités
locales au sein du gouvernement
de lbpposition installé à Gazian-
tep.Iiobjectif de Moscou est de dé-
truire lbpposÍtÍon et sa base so-
ciale, defaçon à ce que les Syriens
nhíent plus le choix quþntre Ie ré-
gime et Daechlacronyme arùe de
l'Ell. PoutÍnefaitle parí que, dans

\

S

une sítuation pareille, nous finì-
rens pgr nous inclíner à nouveau
devant Bachar Al-Assad. >

Ce n'est pas le cas au sud dAlep.
Face à lbffensive des forces loya-
listes, un patchwork de soldats sy-
riens, de gardiens de la révolution
iraniens et de miliciens du Hez-
bollah, d'Irak et même d'Afghanis-
tan, les insurgés nbnt pas flanché.
IIs ont même reprÍs quelques vil-
lages à leurs adversaires, éloi-
gnant la perspective d'une chute
de la partie orientale d'Alep, aux
mains de lbpposition depuis
iuillet 2012. Mais cette résistance,
qui se déroule simultanément au
nord diAlep, face aux miliciens de
IEI, bizarrement épargné par.les
frappes n¡sses, a un coût très
élevé. tl\rmée syrienne libre
(ASt),la branche modérée de Ïin-
surrection, a déjà perdu seize
commandants dans ces combats.
Des cailres de terrai¡L souvent
drarismatiques, comme Sadek Al-
Sadek, sumommé le <sniper
diNep > en raison son habileté au
fusil, ou Hussein Aziz4 le protec-
t'eur de Salaheddin, un quartier
di{lep où il luttait contre l'infiltra-
tion $alafiste.

La disparition de ces figures de la
scène révolutionnaire aleppine, à
un moment de très grande ten-
sion, ouwe un espace pour les ex-
trémistes. Preuve en est le récent
kidnapping par le Front Al-Nosra,
la branche syrienne dAl-Qaida
dAbou Maied IGrmarL un militant
du soulèvement anti-A,ssad, très
célèbre à Alep. <Iloffensive russe

faitle jeu dAl-Nosra qui se perçoit
en guem contre le monde entier>,
dit le joumaliste Al¿a Al-Jaber. De-
puis 2o1r, ce trentenai¡e affable di
rigeait le bureau diAlep d'une
chaîne de téler¡ision syrienne, pro-
oppositioh; Halaþ Today TV. Pen-
dant quatre ans, il a résisté aux
obus, aux roquettes et aux barils
de INT du régime. Mais la semaine
dernière, des hommes en annes
lbnt battu et jeté deux jours en pri-
son, parce que sa couverture de
l'actualité n'était pas assei islami-
que à leur goût. Le soirmême de sa
libération, Alaa Al-faber ietait des
habits dans un sac à dos et allait se
réfugierenTurquÍe. r

BEN'AMIN DARTrIE

AAlep,les frappes
ciblées de l'aviation russe

Pourles rebelles modérés syriens, Moscou cherche av¿nttout à
empêcher lémergence d'une altemative à Assad

Vóhicules en fcu à Azaz, au nord-ouest d'Alcp, après un bombardement
: dcs forces aérienne¡ rugses, lc l5novembre. rHH/ANAooLu AGENcy
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L^a Turquie, bombe à retardement de I'Europe

CHRONIQT'E
Î{lcol¡¡lnlrrcz
nbaverez@leflgaro.fr

n donhant I'ordre à sa chasse,
le 24 novembre, quelques
jours après la réunion du G20
àAnulya, d'abattre
un bombardier russe
Sukhoi24 à la frontière avec

la Syrie, Recep Erdogan a fait ftanchir
à la Turþuie une nouvelle et dangereuse
étape daru sa radic¡lisation et son
isolement. Certes, Vladimi¡' Poutine joue
avec le feu en multipliarit lesvols
d'intimidationd¿ns le ciel de la lïrquie
et de I'Europe. Pour autant, la riposte
démesu¡ée d'Ankara ruine tout espoir
d'une grande coalition contre l'État
islamique et crée un risque d'escalade
entre la Russie et I'Otan, dont aucun
membre n' a détruit d' avion russe
dcpuis1953.

Ce grave incident militaire s'i¡rscrit
danq la continuité de ladérive
nationaliste et religieuse de Recep
Erdogan, qui est devenu, depuis le
mouvement de révolte de la place Taksim
en 2003, le fossoyeur du modèle tu¡c
dont ilfutlepromoteur dans les années
2000. Liexpérience de coneiliation
de I'islamavec le développement
économique et la démocratie porté
pal I'AKP en 2002 a fait long feu.

S'il s'oppose férocement à lui àpropos
du nraintien au pouvoir de Bachar
al-Assad, Recep Erdogan s'est coulé daru
le renouveau de I'autocratie imaginé par
Vladimir Poutine. La majorité absolue
obtenuepar I'AKP lelur novembre alavé
I'affront de ta perte des élections du 7 juin.
Ce reúversement de I'opinion turque

30 novembre 2015

résulte.de I'incaþacité'de l'opposition
à saisir sa chance en fornrant
un gouvernement, mais surtout
de I'organisation méthodique du chaos
par Erdogan qui a forcé les Turcs
- y compris les Kurdes - à revenir vers
I'AKP au nom de la stabilité. Tous
les moyens ont été utilisés : comrption
massive, raids sur les nrédias d'opposition,
renaissance du conflit avec Ie PKK,
champ librr Iaissé aux terroristes àSuruç
puis àAnkaraoirs'est déroulé le 10 octobe
Iepire attentat de I'histoire de laTurquie
nroderne, En bref, la Tulquie vote encore
nrais elle ntest pltrs une démocratie.

L',économie nlrque, polu' sa part,
est promise à une crise majeule. La
croissance a chuté de 9 % en 2010 et 2011
à 2,2 o/o. L'inflation atteint 8 % et lcj

chômage 9,5 % de la population activê.
Le déficit cotuants'élève à 5 % du PIB et
l'Éht.comme les entrepf ises s'endettent
en devises et à cor¡rt terme. Or la liwe
s'est effondrée de plus de20 % depuis
le début de Ïarmée.20l5 en raison
de I'instabil¡té du pays. Le modèIe
de développementrepose donc sur une
bulle de la construction et de l'immobilier
ffnancé par la dette extérleure Eri
est insoutenable et ne peut s'achever
que par un krach, à I'image de I'Espagne
desannées2000.
. La Turquie est ainsi en h'ain de basculér

dans le chaos. Lâ relance de la guerre
civile avec les Kwdes sera longue
à s'éteindre. t.e soutien aveugle aux
Frères musulmans l'a coupée de toutes
les puissances ré$onales iÉgypte, Arabie
saoudite, Iran e-t IsraëI. Son doublejeu
vis-à-vis de lÉtatislamiçe, dont elle
est le principal partenairepou¡'le trafic
de pétrole, d'objets d'art et d'arnres ainsi
que labase arrièrepourle transit
des djihadistes étrangers comnre
des terroristes retournant ft apper

l'Europe, la marginalise da¡rs la coalition.
Enfin, Erdogan instrumentalise
les 2,2millions de réfugiés syrienspour
exercer un clantage sul I'Europe,
les powsant massivement à I'exil pour
monnayer sa pseudo-aide au prix fort
þlus de 3 milliards d'euros).

Les contradictions qui minent
la Twquie ne peuvent qu' exploser,
Contradiction enn'e la volonté de croitre
à tout prixßt I'inévitable fuite des
capitaux hors d'un pays otr l'État de droit
riexiste plus. Connadiction enhe le désir
de stabilité politique et la dyuaurique
de guerre civile potée par I'AKP.
Contradiction enue le dulcissement
d'une autocratie islamiste et la prétention
à intégr er I'Union européerure.
Contradiction entre l' appartenance
à l'Otan et le rôle de base arrière
de l'État islunique.

La Turquie joue un rôle décisif pour
last¿bilité del'Eulope comme du Moyen-
Orient et constitueune puissance
émergente avec un formidable potentiel

'' lié à sa démographie, à son niveau
d'éducation, au dynamisme
de ses entrepreneurs, à une économie
deproductionetnpnpas
de consommation ou de redlstribution.
Rêcep Erdogan est en passe de ruiner ses
atouts et menace de la tra¡rsformer en une
grande Syrie, faisant de son pays non plus
un allié mais un rÍsque nrajeul pour
I'Europe et poul I'Otan, Voilà pourquoi
I'Eulope doit changer radicalement
de straté$e à son égard, en suspendant
le processrr d'adhésion à I'Union,
en dépþant un contrôle strict de la mer
Egée, en refusant de céder au chantage
poul négocier utr partenariat
subordonnant I'accès au grand marché
et à l'espace Scherrgerr à un engagement
effectif dans la guerre contre l'État
islamique et àllarrêt du traflc de réfugiés.

Migrants: accord entre Bruxelles et Ankara
La Turquie s'engage à endiguer le flux de réfugiés en échange de conteparties politiques et financières.

r^x-rAcQuEs mÉvEL I @Jjmevel
CORRESPONDANT À BRUXELLES

DDLOMttE Les Européens ont donné
dimanche un feu vert sans conviction à
une aíde de 3 milliards d'euros en favew
de la Turquie, qui devra en rêtou¡ freiner
I'arrivée des réfugiés en Grèce. C'est un
zuccès pow les efforts conjugués d'Ange-
la Merkel et de Recep Tayyip Erdogan.
Pour les autres, le sommet n'a pas dissÍpé
deux inquiétudes : I'ampleur des conces-
sions faites à Ankara et I'ambition affi-
chée de Berlin de < réinstaller > davanta-
ge de Syriens à travers I'UE, grâce à un
nouveau système volontaire.

La Turquie, boudée par les Européens
depuis des années, a eu son quart d'heure
triomphal. <<C'est unfiiur historíqrrc pour
notîeproces*s d'cccession (à I'UE). Nous

dlons lorgø la desnnée du'eontinent>>, a
åssüé, tout sourhe, le premier ministre
Ahmet Davutoglu. Ses interlocuteurs in-
sistent sur le respect des rrengagetnents
prís>, à savoir une décrue mesurable des

þassages illégaux à rravers la mer Égée. À
ce stade, <<ìln'y alíeuníil'aecélérer, níile
ralentír>>, la procédure d'adhésion de la
Turquie' à I'UE, prévíent François
Hollande.

Parallèlement, Angela Merkel fait en
même temps monter la pression sur ses
partenaires européens. L'Allemagne,
submergée par plus de 800000 arrivées
depuis le début de I'année, veut r<rem-
pløcer I'immigration íllégale pør rme ím-
mígr atÍon légale >, en provenance directe
de Turquie. Des scénarios cités dans la
presse allemande évoquent de 300000 à
500000 de ces oréÍnstallctíons>> au-delà

des 160000 agréées en septembre. En

.marge du sommet, la chancelière a dis-
cuté sonprojeÌ - sans avancer de chiffres
- avec le Benelux, I'Autriche, la Suède, la
Finlande, mais pas la France. Jean-
Claude luncker juge <indiqpensqble.r, de
ioulager la Twquie d'une partie de son
fardeau.

<< Une démission collectirrc >>

L'application du. <plan d'action>> noué
avec la Turquie dépend maintenant de
Recep Tayylp Erdogan. Dimanche, son
premier ministre était à la manæuwe et il
n'a fou¡ni ni calendrier, ni chifhes, ni ga-
rantie. Les Européens attendent du
concret dáræ les jourÉ à venir : uire offen-
sive contre les passeurs quiprospèrent sur
la côte turque, Ils tablent ensuite sur une
çhute des a¡rivées en Grèce, la Turquie
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s'étant engagee à <fixero tout ou partie
des 2 millioru de Syriens déjà rétugÍés
chez elle. Ceux-là dewaient obtenir per-
mis travail et scolarisation de leurs en-
fants.

. C'est le but affiché de I'aide de 3 mil-
liards, à titre initial. <<De l'argent destítté
ux réfugíés et nønpas àlaTwqtíe, asswe
au Figoro Federica Mogherini, chef de la
diplomatie de l'Uß' Camme auLibanmen
I ordanie, íI laut soutenir ceux qi oídent. >

LaTurquie a négocié durface à une Eu-
rope en position de faiblesse, déstabilisée
par I'exode des réfugiés, préoccupée par

I'avenir de I'espace Schengen et pour ff-
nir inquiète d'infiltrations terroristes.
Certains s'inquiètent de trop de conces-
sions, pour un bénéfice incertain. < S'en
terrcttre oùæÍ ò la Turqtd're estuîe ilémís-
síon collectíve, dit en privé un dirigeant

européen. Nous sommes piégés, cøtes.
Mais il est nalf ile crolre qÌil suffÍra de

Wer pour retroutør le contrôle de la fron-
tière >¡ externe de I'UE,

Le sommet a raboté deux concessions
politiques majeures, arrachées dans la
dernière ligne droite par le président
Erdogan. D'abord' la promesse d'une

exemption de visa UE pourles 75 millions
de Turcs, dès octobre 2016 : Ànkara devra
d'abord réadmettre systématiquement
les clandestins qui continueraient de pas-
ser, Enzuite I'ouvertu¡e de nouveaux
<chapitres> dans les négociations d'ad-
hésion de la Turquie à I'UE: après deux
ans dtimmobilisme, les Vingt-Huit s'en-
gagent à en ouvrir un en décèmbre, mais
le contrat signé s'arrête-là, même si la
Commission Juncker doit travailler à

d'âutres avancées. ¡
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un pouvoir sunnitè islamiste,
dont Erdogan se voyait déjà
comme le < grand frère >, tout
corrune dans le reste du monde'
arabe promis au règne radieux des
Frères musulmans.

Ce n'est pas par amour de la dé-
mocratie qu'Erdogan a soutenu
les insurgés syriens, mais plutôt
par solidarité confessionnelle et
par volonté d'hégémonie néeot-
tomane sur le Proche-Orienf. A-
t-on oublié que, au moment de la

ERDOGAN UTILISE

LES MOUVEMENTS
.DJIHADISTES

ET tES TORCES

rsrAMrsTEs À soN

PROFIT EN SYR¡E

révolution libyenng il avait ioué la
carte Kadhafi, allant jusqu'à trans-
mettre des informations sur les
frappes à venir de IOTAN à son al-
lié libyen à travers les officiers
turcs postés au cæur des structu-
res de liNliance ?

Le pari dlErdogan d'une chute ra-
pide du régime syrien a échoué,
tout comme celui de devenir le
sultan d'un Proche-Orient dirigé
parles Frères musulmans, après le
coup d'Etat de I'armée en Egypte
et la chute d Ennahdha en Tunisie.
Pour se venger du retournement
turs Baôhar Al-Assad a laissé la
bride sur le cou aux miliciens du
PYD, le parti kurde syrien iumeau
du PKK turc, ennemi juré di{n-
kara. L'enchaînement fatal s'est
poursuivi. Erdogan aréagi enmef-
.tant fin au processus de paix avec
le PKK et en se lançant dans une
répression intérieure qui rappelle
les pires années de la guerre civile.
A la faveur de campagnes élecüora-
les débridées, le présïdent Erdogan
a déchaîné les démons d'un ultra-
nationalisme turc.

Dans cette guerre par procura-
tioq Recep Tayyip Erdogan n apas
craint d'utilÍser les mouvements
diihadistes et les forces islamistes

à son profit en Syrie. Faut-il en
faire, comme le clame Vladimir
Poutine depuis que l'un de ses avi-
ons a été abattu au-dessus de la
frontière syrienne par des chas-
seuls turcs, vn a complice ùes ter-
rcristes r I C'est aller vite en beso-
gne, mais le président russe a su,
comme à son habitudg appuyerlà
où cela fait mal, afin de rallier les
Européens, et en particulier la
France, à ses vues, en Syrie mais
aussi en Crimée, où un conflit
larvé l'oppose à la Turquie.

En fait, la ftrrquie vit, elle aussi,
sous la menace de ïEI, mais elle
évite daffronter le mouvement
djihadiste trop ouvertement alors
que trois attentats suicides - ayant
visé essentiellement le public
kurde - ont déjà ensanglanté le
pays ces six demiers mois.

Afin de convaincre la Turquie de
lutter efficacement contre IEI et
de retenir les réfugiés syriens,
pour l'instant complaisamment
envoyés vers le voisin (et ennemi)
grec les Européens vont devoir dé-
terminer quel prix ils sont prêts à
payer. Iæs 3 milliards de dollars ré-
damés par M. Erdogan sur deux
ans ne suffiront assurément pas.

Le véritable prix correspond aux
buts de guene turcs en Syrie : la ga-
rantie de conteni¡ au besoin parla ,

force, l'expansion kurdè etþu la
tête de Bachar A!-Assad. C'est
beaucoup, trop, et, surtout, c'est
aux antipodes du viragè annoncé
parFrançois Hollande après les at-
tentats du r3 novembre.

Ie président ftançais a choisi de
donner la priorité à la lutte contre
llEI sur le départ de Bachar, et son
ministre de la défense a la tenta-
tion de s'appuyer sui les Kurdes de .

Syrie pour combattre les djihadis-
tes au sol. Leurs partenaires euro-
péens se sentent, pourle moment,
plus menacés parla crise des réfu-
giés que par les attentats, même
s'ils se fourvoient en se croyant
épargnés. Vladimir Poutine et Re-

cep Tayyip Erdogan, que tout op-
pose en ce moment, doivent sa-
vourer de concert le spectacle of-
fert par les Européens, démunis,
désunis et pris au piège. r

PAN CHRISTOPIIS AYAD

LEurope etlepiègeturc

t Union européenne doit
auiourd'hui faire face à
deux problèmes ma-
jeurs : la menace d'infil-

trations et d'attaques diihadistes,
comme Paris en a ùécu le r3 no
vembre, et la gestion, ainsi que
l'intégratior¡ d'un afflux sans prê
cédent de réfugiés essentielle-
ment venus d'un MoyenQrient
déchiré par. les confl its.

Unpays se trouve au croisement
de ces degx crises, qui se mêlent
I'une Ïautre et nourrissent à
terme les courants populistes qui
militent pour un démantèlement
du ftagile et complexe édifice
européen : il s'agit de la Turquie,
cette puissance qui n'est ni euro-
péenne ni asiatique (ou les deux à
la fois), ni une dictatuie ni une dé-
mocratie, ni vraiment laique ni
complètement islamiste, ni riche
ni en développement, et dont le
principal carburant du moment
est un nationalisme déchaîné.

Depuis les attentats de Paris,
nombre d'éditorialistes ont glosé
sur le rôle trouble ioué par liArabie
saoudite dans la diffusion d'une
idéologie sectaire et intolérante
qui fait le lit du salafisme djiha-
diste, dont se revendique lbrgani
sation Etat islamique (EI). Rien de
tout cela n'est faux, mais réformer
lArabie saoudite - ce qu'elle a

d'ailleurs entrepris de faire par el-
le-même, non sans erements -
prendra des décennies. En ces
temps d'urgence, si les Européens
veulent reprendre leur destin en
main, il va leur falloir, avant tout,
décider d'une ligne de conduite
sur le cas turc. L'UE tient d ailleurs
dimanche 29 novembre un som-
met extraordinaire avec Ankara, à
Bruxelles.

TANT QUE TA TURQUIE

ilE COOPÉRERA PAS,

RIEN NE SERA

POSSIBLE EN SYRIE:

1{ILA IUTTE CONTRE

rH M LA GESTION

DES RÉIUCÉS

Enchilri€ment latf;l
Or, tant que la Turquie ne coopé-
rera pas résolument, rien ne sera
possible en $rrie: nilalutte contre
IEI, ni une gestion raisonnée de la
question des réfugiés. De par sa
position géographique et ses 9oo
kilpmètres de frontières partaçs
avec la Syrie, la Turquie occupe
une position Stratégique dans la
guerre civile syrienne, Elle en a
tout à la fois subi les retombées

- en accueillant r,7 million de réfu-
giés et en voyant émergerune en-
tité kurde qui se moque des fron-
tières = et attisé les braises, en lais-
sant passer armes, pétrole et com-
battants (dont les djihadistes) de
part et d'autre de la frontière.

Quelques mois après le début du
soulèvement syrien, au printemps
zon, le dirigeant turc Recep Tayyip
Erdogan avait pris fait'et cause
contre son ancien ami et protégé
syrien Bachar Al-Assad, ivec tl-
quel il entretenait une relation
d'amitié personnelle. Ce retoume-
ment trouve sa source dans un
mélange de dépit violent - Bachar
s'est tourné vers l'lran et a ignoré
les conseils de réforme prodigués
par Erdogan - et de calcul politi-
que : Ia chute inéluctable du diri-
geant alaouite ouwait la porte à
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20 reported kilted in clashes between IJS.-
backed Kurd rebelso rival insurgents in Aleppo

By BASSEM MROUE / (AP)
Nov.3(),2015 japantimes.co.ip

BEIRUT - Fighting between U.S.-
backed Syrian rebels and rival militants has
killed more than 20 people in northern Syria
over the past tlilo days, opposition activists
said on Monday..

The fighting between the so-called
Democratic Forces of Syria, which is led by
Kurds, and Islamic militants has flared in
recent days in the northern province of
Aleppo. Most of the fighting has taken place
in the border area, where Turkey is exami-
ning the possibility of creating a safe zone to
protect civilians and moderate rebels fighting
Syrian President Bashar Assad's forces.

The Britain-based Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights said the fighting is concentra-
ted near the town of Azaz, close to the border
with Turkey. Azaz has been repeatedly hit by
Russian airstrikes in recent days.

The Observatory, which tracks Syria's
civil war based on reports from activists
inside the country, said l5 militants and eight
DFS fighters have been killed since Sunday.

Bahaa al-Halaby, an opposition activist
based in Aleppo, said on Monday that 20 civi-
lians were killed in the fighting but did not
have figures for fighters killed. He said the
fighting began when DFS launched an offen-
sive and captured several villages before
being pushed back by militants.

"I think the aim of this attack is to thwart
attempts to set up a safe zone," al-Halaby said

via Skype.

The DFS is led by the Kurdish People's
Protection Units, which has been battling the
Islamic State group across nofthern and eas-
tern Syria with the aid of U.S.-led airstrikes.
Turkey views the Kurdish forces, known by
the acronym YPG, as an extension of the
Kurdish PKK, which has waged a decades-
long insurgency against Ankara.

The YPG sees the plans for a safe zone as
an effort by Turkey to use allied Syrian rebel
factions to block its advance along the border.

After Turkey shot down a Russian war-
plane over northern Syria last Tuesday,
Russia has hit the highway linking the town
of Azaz with the Bab al-Salameh border crcs-
sing with Turkey twice, killing seven and
wounding ten people.

Russia began an air campaign in Syria on
Sept. 30 that Moscow says is intended to
weaken the Islamic State group and other
"terrorists" in Syria, but Western officials and
Syrian rebels say most of the strikes have
focused on central and northern Syria, where
IS does not have a strong presence.

Russia has been one ofthe strongest sup-
porters of President Bashar Assad since the
sta¡t of the uprising in 201l.

The Observatory said on Monday that
two months of Russian airstrikes have killed
lJ02 people including 485 civilians. The
group said that 419 IS fighters and 598 gun-
men with other militant groups, including al-
Qaida's affiliate in Syria, the Nusra Front,
were killed in the air campaign.

Also on Monday, the Observatory repor-
ted that IS fighters shot dead 18 soldiers and
pro-government gunmen in a public square in
the historic town of Palmyra. It said the l8
fighters had been captured in previous battles
with the extremist group.

IS fighters have captured and killed hun-
dreds of government forces and state
employees since the extremist group declared
a caliphate in the areas under its control in
Syria and Iraq.

In July, IS released a video showing the
killing of around 20 government soldiers in
Palmyra's renowned Roman era amphithea-
ter.

Syria's conflict has killed more than
250,000 and wounded at least a million since
the uprising **" 

ïi|"r 
years aso.

|ffi* -arit:IsE-
November 30,2015

188 Iranian Soldiers
Killed Since Russian
Intervention in Syria

Nov.30,2015
http://wwwJ<urdishglobe.net

f.fassan Karimpour, a senior
I ladviser to lran's Quds Force,
announced that a total of 188
members of the Iranian
Revolutionary Guards have been

killed in Syria since the beginning
of Russia's military intervention in
Syria in October 2015.

According to Karimpour, this
number shows what a significant
role Iran and Russia play in Syria
against the U.S. and the coalition
forces as well as the Islamic State
(rsrs).

An Iranian source, on the other
hand, had claimed last month that
the number of casualties among
the Iranian Revolutionary Guards
and the Afghan and Pakistani mili-

tants under Tehran's command in
Syria has reached 400 people rvho
have lost their liyes while defen-
ding Bashar Assad's regime. o
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People hold portrøíts of Diyarbakir Bør
Associøtion Presiilent Tahb Elci øs they
march iluñng his funeral in the Kunlish-

ilominateil southeøstern cìty of
Diyørbakir, Turkey, Nooember 29, 2075.

Turkish opposition says
police bullet may have
killed Kurdish lawyer
By Daren Br¡tler - reuters
Nov30,2015 www.dailystar.com.lb

ISTANBI'L I

7\ prominent Kurdish lawyer gunned down
flin southeastern Turkey appeared to have
been shot by a policeman who was firing on
suspects fleeing the scene of an attack on fel-
low officers, a deputy from Turkey's pro-
Kurdish opposition said on Monday.

Diyarbakir city chief prosecutor Ramazan
Solmaz said prosecutors and police forensic
teams working at the site of Elci's killing were
forced to flee on Monday when militants ope-
ned fire and threw explosives at an armored
police vehicle.

Saturday's killing of Tahir Elci, a lawyer
and human rights activist, and Monday's brief
incident underlined tensions in the mostly
Kurdish region that have grown since a cease-
fire with Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) mili-
tants collapsed in July.

Prime Minister Ahmet Davutoglu has said
Elci may have been caught in the crossfre bet-
ween police and the militants.

Meral Danis Bestas, a deputy for the pro-
Kurdish Peoples' Democratic Parry ftIDP),
sent an email to the interior minister after vie-
wing a video of the incident which took place
in a narrow street during a shootout between
police and militants.

In the video, plain-clothes pofice standing
near Elci are seen firing automatic pistols at
gunmen fleeing the scene of the attack in
Diyarbakir, the region's largest city.

ATTACK ONPOLICE
"The footage shows a figure running in the

direction of Tahir Elci and the police opening
fire in the direction of that person," Bestas
wrote. "A plain-clothes policeman dressed in
brown is shown opening fire in the direction of

The second imøge shotos tuto Turkish
police officers in plainclothes shootìng
øt unidentìfíeil t mgets.

Tahir Elci and then he looks as if to see whe-
ther the cameras are filming him."

"The autopsy report and the camera foo-

tage point to Elci dying as a result of a police
bullet," Bestas said.

Shortly before Elci's killing, two police
officers were shot dead after they stopped a
"suspicious vehicle" in a nearby street in what
Solmaz, the chief prosecutor, said was an
attack by PKK militants.

President Tayyip Erdogan, who founded
the governing AK Party, has vowed to destroy
Kurdish milit¿nt fighters since a ceasefire col-
lapsed in July, reþiting a conflict in which
some 40,000 people have died since it began in
1984.

The HDP, which is represented in parlia-
ment and has called for an end to the violence,
said Elci had complained of death threats.

"Tahir Elci...was the target of some deep
structures which are known to have carried
out unsolved killings and which today give
open support to the AKP government," it said.

Unsolved political killings were frequent
at the height of the conflict between the state
and the PKK in the 1990s.

Elci was facing trial for saying the banned
PKK was not a terrorist organization, as it is
described by Turkey, the European Union and
United States. But he had also condemned
PKK violence.

The autopsy showed one bullet had pene-
trated the back of Elci's neck. The driver of the
taxi in which the suspects arrived at the scene
was detained and an arrest warrant was issued
for one identihed suspect, the prosecutor
said.¡

Still imøges obtøìneil lrom ø oídeo by
the Turkish DHA news øgency show the
moments before Tøhir Elci wøs killed.In
the first image Tahb Elcí ìs seen (rìght,
behinil a cameraman).

T@ November ?,8,2015

French Foreign Minister: We Can Rely On
Peshmerga in Fight Against Jihadists

Diyar Aziz I 28 nov.2015
http :/Âuww. basnews. com

ERBIL - French Foreign Minister Laurent
Fabius has told Kurdistan Region Pres¡dent
Massoud Barzani that France can rely on the
Kurdish Peshmerga forces in the fight aga¡nst
lslamic State (lS).

Fabius also thanked Barzani on behalf of
the people of France for the condolences

expressed after the Paris attacks. He thanked
the Kurdistan Region for its "valued support' at
this time.

Fabius said that France will never be cowed
by terrorists, and will continue to f¡ght them at
home and abroad.

"Terrorism is a threat to all humanity and we
all need to comb¡ne our efforts in order to serve
the common beliefs and values in the world,"
said Fabius.

"l am sure that we can rely on the Kurdistan

Laurent during his
aisit to Erbil

Region's part¡cipat¡on ¡n ihis mission," he
concluded. o
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les
Sidarlibérée

combattants kurdes viennent de reconquérir la capítale
Yazídís, peuple martyrísé par l'Etat islamique. La prise

la vílle írakíenne a coupé Ia route quí relíaítMossou/ à Raqqa

,,,,,€nSyríe. Maís les peshmergas ne comptent pas partír a lhssaur
¿ ''i des zones arabes occupées par Doech

* or wotn¡ ¡ivvoyú spÉcran,, crrBrsropnn BoLTANsKT
oÉùrtt,rsN URBANo/Myop

a ville apparaît au détour d'une route de mon-
tagne. Accolée aux contreforts rocheux piqués
de petits chênes verts, elle s'étale en étoile àtra-
vers la plaine semi-désertique de la Mésopota-
mie. De la lþe de crêtg on distingue une masse
urbaing des artères rectiligres, un silo àgrains,
deux ou trois hangars. A mi-pente, depuis une

étonnamment intacte, avec
ses tables de et d'autre de la chaussée en
lacet,les destructions apparaissent Etages empilés comme des
millefeuilles, murs éventrés, éboulis qui se succèdent par rues
entières. Sinjar n'est plus qu'un tas de ruines dbù s'élèvent çà et
là des volutes de fumée. Des décombres sur lesquels flotte
depuis le 13 novembre le drapeau du Kurdistan, frappé
d'un soleil éclatant

Dans cette contrée perdue, aux limites de l'Irak,
les combattants kurdes viennent d'infliger une
importante défaite à lbrganisation Etat islamþe.
Avec l'appui décisif des avions de la coalition

internationalg ils ont libér4 à I'issue de deux jours d'offensive,
cette sous-préfecture considérée par les Yazidis, petit peuple mar-
tyr aujourd'hui dispersé dans des camps de toile à travers l'Asie
mineure, comme leur capitale. Coïncidence ? Au moment même
où lbrganisation terroriste revendiquaitles attentats de Paris, ses

hommes évacuaient cette position clé conquise quinze mois plus
tôt presque sans coup férir, située au milieu de son < califat >, à
proximité de lafrontière syrienne.

Dans l'air flotte une odeur de poudre et de brûlé. Pas de cada¡res
visibles, à part le corps d'un djihadiste laissé sur une butte, près

de l'entrée principale. Plus un seulhabitanl LesArabes sunnites,
implantés en pâys kurde à l'époque de Saddam Hussein et qui

composaient ont pris la fuite,
,,'! ¡

la majorité de la population,
civils, arrivés dans le sillage des vainqueurs,Les rares

sYtltI

250 kn

s'empressent de repartir au volant de leurs camion-
nettes encombrées de meubles, de matelas, de tapis,
d'antennes paraboliques, d'appareils'divers, de tout
ce quiils ont pu trouver dans les queþes maisons
encore debout. Des habitations désignées >r

sßuÅp

IRAl(
a
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lss psshmorgns du p¿rll d0tnoffrllqtls du l(urdßhn 00l(]
duprtsldsnti¡lassoud0ananlhnthototürollssurlscamlon),

rsvsndhusttt la $auvstags dss Yrildls, à l'll¡stsr dll pl(l(

>r involontairement au pillage par leurs propriétaireg qui, pour
ne pas être confondus a¿ec leurs voisins yazidis, avaient tracé à
la peinture noire un <( s )>, corrune << sunnite n, sur leurs portes
métalliques.

Vêtus de treillis disparates achetés au hasard des marches, des
soldats défendent l'accès d'un bâtiment officiel pelé à vif comme
une orange. Ce sont des peshmergas, littéralement << ceux qui
aftontent la mort >, affiliés au PDK, le Parti dérnocratique du
Kurdistan du président Massoud Barzani. Sous un chapiteau
dressé dans la cow, le nouveau maire, MahmaKhalil al-Shangali,
en pantalon bouffant et veste sable, reçoit des visíteurs en uni-
forme. Cet ex-député yazidi au P. arlement de Bagdad conjure ses
coreligionnaires de ne pâs regagner leurs foyers : < La vílle est
détruite à 7o%. Elle n:a été déminée quà moitíé. Il n'y a pas teau,
pas d'éIectricité. >ll appelle encore moins au retour des anciens
administrés arabes : <<Ils onf combaxu dans les rangs de Daech, íls
ont tué nos gens, violé nos filles. Ce sont desassøssÍæ. >r En atten-
dant, il tente de maintenir un semblant dbrdre dans une cité
sillonnée par des milices rivales, qui marquent leur emprise avec
leurs couleurs respectives. Etendard du PDK contre fanion du
PKK, le Parti des Travailleurs du Kurdistan, la vieille guérilla
marxiste-léniniste qui, plus au nord, aftonte depuis trente ans
l'Etat turc. Soleil jaune contre étoile rouge. Barrages contre
patrouilles. Guerre de tissuq de sigles, d'influence. Chacun
revendiquant le sauvetage des Yazidis, ou de ce qu'il en reste.

< QuandDaecha attaqué,le 3 do(tt 2O14,Ies peshmergas avaíent
déguerpi sdns préyenír. Nous ayons été les seuls à protéger les
150 000 Yazidis qui avaimt trotwé refiige dans Ia montdgne. Nous
dvorls ouvert un corrídor pour les,évacuer vers la Syrie. Sans nous, ça
auraít été un désøstre >,raconte un rebelle du PKIÇ originaire de
Ttrrquie etâgé de4l ans, Mamo Mardini. Un pseudonyne, comme
toujours auseindugroupe armé. < Nous øvons été aussíIespremiers
à pénétrer dans Sínja4 poursuit-il devant un inévitable portrait de
son leader Abdullah Ocalan . Le PDK veut nous voler notre víctoire,
maís on resterd. ící, quoi Et'il arríve' > Haussement d'épaules d'un
officierpeshmerga, intenoge àl'auneboutde I'agglomération : <fls
sont rentrés une heure aprèx nous juste pour planter leur drapeau. >

'lr

Au cæur de l'été 2014, un carnage s'est déroulé autour du djebel
Sinja¡, ce massifsacré qui domine toute la égion et sert depuis des
siècles d'abri à des fidèles considéres,selon les prejuçs islamistes,
comme des << adorateirs du diable 

". 
Aune dizaine de kilomètres

au sud-estde laville, denièreunevillaentÉton cru, des ossements
humains affieurent autour d'un monticule de terre. Des morceaux
de tibias, de radius, de crâneg des cheveux de femme enracines
dans le sol. Plus loin, d'autres fragments blanchis par le soleil. nt,
partou! des lambeaux de vêtements, des étoffes colorees, des che-
mises faites dans un tissu qui ressemble à du jute, des coques de
téléphones portabþ ainsi que desdizaines de douilles de cuiwe.

Le charnier a été découvert six jours plus tôtpar des peshmer-
gas au courc d'une patrouille de recomaissance. Lanouvelle ligne
de front se trouve à moins d'un kilomètre de là Une bondure des-
sinée parun longremblai deterre quibrille souslalumière etdbù
proviennen! à inærvalles reguliery des bruits sourds de mortier.
< Cest lapluie qui a dttfaire remontr ces qtrcIettes. Si on creuse, on
va en trouver tautres, mdis on préþe confit ce travail à des mquê-
teurs >, dit le capitaine Shevan Hadji de la < bripde de Sinjar >,

composée presque exclusivement deYazidis. Il s'agissaig selon lui,
de personnes plutôt âçes. Pour preuve, il montre un dentier, des
mâchoires édentées.

Le matin mêmg il a rencontré une femme venue de Dohouq se
recueillir sur les lieux. < EIIe a planré. Elle a dít que son marí étaít
enterré là. Les gens de Daech avaímt rassemblé toute une tribu, les
Haskan ElIe en faísaít partíe. Maís íls lont sortie du groupe avec
deux autres filles et les ont enfermées enæmble dans cette maison. >>

Tous les autres prisonniers auraient été exécutés. Un témoþage
invérifiable. Iiofficier igrrore le nom de cette jeune femme.Il ne
saitpas non plus commentlacontacter ni de quelle manière elle
a échappé àses ra¡isseurs. Combien deYazidis ontainsi été abat-
tus puis ensevelis à la va-vite ? Les autorites kurdes affirment aroir
déjà trouvé trois autres fosses communes dans les environs de
Sinjar et parlent de milliers devictimes.

Comme à chaque fois qr/ils quittent une localité, les djihadistes
ont égalementsemé derrière eux leurs engins de morL Le major
Hussein ne porte aucune Írmure, pas même un casgue. Þ)
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>+ << Contre 15 kílos de TN?., à quoi çø servírait ? > déclare-t-il,
laconique. Le militaire kurde s'avance prudemment au milieu des
gra\¡ats, à la lisière nord de la ville. < Marchez dans mes pas ! >>

ordonne-t-il, le regard à laffirr Un peu plus loin, il a decouverÇ
dissimulees dans la broussaille, deux lattes de plastique entourees
de ruban adhésif Un détonateur relié par un cordon à un ffrt
d'explosif qu'il a arraché d'un coup, cornme une mauvaise herbe.
L'un de ses adjoints sortun bidon d'une maison en ruine. Encore
une charge d'où dépassent deux filg qt/il coupe avec son cutte!,
sflns hesitation.

reprendre Sinjar à tEtat
islamique, elle le doit àses équipes de déminage Au
cours des derniers moig une grande partie de ses
pertes ont été causées par ces bombes de moins en
moins artisanales. < Cluque jour, ?mnemi perfec-

ses píèges Il a touþurs un temps d'qvance sur

dessus de la rue < Quandles nôtres ænt mtrés dans æt edífice, çn
a exploæ. Sqt orû éte tues" >Lædjihadistes actionnaientle système
de mise àfeudepuis destunnelscreuses à2 mètres de profondeur
afin d'echapper à la surræillance aérienne.

Les artificiers extraient plusieurs barils d'explosifs d'une gale.
rie. Toutautour, le sol estjonché de petitesbouteilles enplastique
remplies d'urine < Comme ç4 íls davaimt pas à srtír de leur trou.
IIs vivøíent comme des rafs J > sþxclarne un soldat lls réunissent
leur prise du jour dans un ranrin, allument une meche, se preci-
pitent dans leurvehiculeblindé, fermentles poræs étanches Iæur
souffie resorme dans l'habitacle. Ils attenden! se regardent sans
rien dire.Apiesplusieurs minuteg les démineurc retournent dans
levallon, rwiennenten couranL Ladéfl agrationfaittremblertout
le quartier. <Parþíq ?amorce ne þnctíonne pds >,lâche I'un d'eux.

<<Ies,BEf fengins orplosifs improvises, NDLR] coræríruørt ltlne
ilesprínäpalesarmædeDaecLRimquhujourdhuínous.møons
neutruIíæ 345>, se frlicite le soir même leur superieur, le genéral
MahmoudHasçâlr, assisdevantunfeudebois,surles hauteurs de
Sinjar. Dhpreslui, toute laville étaitpiéçe " Maiwnscompríse.s
Maís on verra çn plus tard. Notre mission cotæßte à ouwir Ia voíe à
nos tlou¡ns >,indique cet officier du genie qui a servi dans l'armee
irakienne, du temps de Saddam, ar¡ant de rejoindre les siens en
2003. Cette foþ son unité ne déplore âucune prte. < Au début,
nous dvons anbeaucoup de morts, confie le major Hussein Cela

faímít vittgt æts que nous tavíons pas combamt oquís, nous dttotts

labrlgadeLlwadugónórali¡lahmoudlla$san,c0tnp0$dsdarliflclsr$

dómlneurs,dÉ$aotlvslssbolnbe$lal$sÉsspBrl'[latlslalnlqtls,tatlllles$

l0lal0fll0nf pióqós : sn ufle l0urn0e, il$ rnt rlsuÍallsÛ 345 sf|0lfls e)(pl0slfs,

lln sfockdsffinMffilsandss fabrlquúss parlssdllhadlsls$

slrúcup6r6ss$$DÍm8parhstrsshmergae.

apprís. Ce riest Eu'we qßstion texfirímce.>Etrange guerre qui
mêle les moyens les plus archarques aux techniques les plus
modernes. Face à un adversaire invisible, les peshmergas
creusent des ffinchées, drcssent des chicanes, élevent des ba¡-
rières de terre, sur plusieurs lþes paralläes. A 15 kilomètres à
lbuest de Sinjaq, une dizaine de bulldozers s'ac$venç le long de
lanationale 4l qui relie Mossoul àRaqqa,les deux << capitales >>

du califat, désormais raccordées uniquement par des petites
routes peu praticables durant I'hiver et au prix d'un long detour.
<< Cþsttmcoup très dw inflíge àDaec\a ar¡sure le genéral Fathi
Avdq qui commande cette partie du frontNous avons coupéw
príncípale voie itapprwísionnement. r>

Si ses soldats t'abritent derrière des rcmblaís etdes sacsde sable,
Cestd'aborrdparcrainte des aüaquesàlavoiturepiégee. Iæjourde
lbffensive, deux camions bourres de TNT ont foncé sur ses posi-
tions (Nos tdn¡$ les ont détruíæ ?m après ?autre. .,r Ses trois vieu:r
chars T:-55 soviétiques gardent leur canon pointé vers Geraze¡, un
village¡azidi à ó kilomètres, toujours tenu par les djihadistes. PIus
loir¡ le sewantd'unebatterie de missiles Milan scrute lhorizon à
lajumelle Mais, avanttout, cefortintiréau cordeaucomptesurles
a¡ions de la coalition pour écraser I'ennemi. <<Nol¡s erwoyons les
données GPS aucenue d'ofræíon àùrffi. IIs sontlà mvhgt àtrente
mínutes nDoùviennentles app areiÃs? < Jene sdíspas,dit-il.I:ím-
prtdnt pur moi, Cest quíls lâúent leurs bombæ. >

Les Kurdes contrôlent dorénavant l'ensemble des territoires
qu'ils disputaient à Bagdad au-delà des limites de leur région
autonome. Le maire Matrma Khalil al-Shangali le proclame, à
l'unisson du president Barzani : Sinjar, qui était jusqu'ici rattachée
administrativement à la province de Mossoul, fait désormais
< partíe intégrante du Kurdístan >. Forts de leurs succès, les pesh-
mergas semblent en revanche peu enclins à repartir au combat
dans des zones s<clusivement arabes, <AMossoul,TalAfar ou
Ba'øj [es trois grandesvilles les plus proches encore aux mains
de l'Etat islamiqu ef , ce n'est pas à nous tagir maís à I'armée im-
kíenne >, martèle le genéral Simeh Bossali. Une armée qui, de
l'aveu dun autre gradé, < nÞxßfeplu,s >. Ils ne paraissent pas non
plus pressés de chasser les djihadistes des villaçs yazidis envi-
ronnants. < Çc prendra du femps, prévient le çnéral Fathi Avdo.
Même sí onlíberaít ces localités, elles sont minées et partiellemmt
détruítes. Leurs habitanæ ne pourraímt pas y ratmír >>

Les Yazidis lbnt compris. Ils sont encore près de 10 00O à vivre
sous desbâches enhautdu montSinjar, presqueentièrementlais-
ses å eux-mêmes. Au cours des quinze mois écoulés, ils ont tout
aftonté : unsièç interminable, lacanicule, lasoif, lafain¡ puis un
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froid glacial, la pluie, la neþ et la crainte permanente d'un assaut
des djihadiste s. < On a toujours peur n, avoueDilnaz, ló ans, devant
I'unique poste de secours, un mobile hometenu parune infirmièrg
mais dépourvu de médecin La jeune fille souffie depuis un mois
de diarrhée à cause de l'eau qu'elle rapporte à dos d'âne dun puits
situé à 3 kilomètres de.son campement

< Nous allons passer un nouvel hivería >, prfiit l(hero Mourad,
assis devant sa tente, enveloppé dans sa grosse veste noire, un
keffieh rouge etblanc noué surlatête. Le 3 août2014, malgré ses

73 ans, ce paysan a marché pendant des heures pour échapper fl,rx
tueurs de Dae ch. < J'aí vu des gats mourír autour de moí car Ie che-

min étaít très penfii, et rnus rløtions pas deau. > Les jours suivants,
il s'est battu a¡ec son vieux fusil pour empêcher les assaillants
d'atteindre le sommel << On a même donnéune arme à cet enfant >,

dit-il en montrânt son petit-fiIs, âgé de 11 ara. < Seule cette mon-
trye peut nous þrotéget;renchérit Elias Youssef, 50 ans. Elle est

darcnue comme notre mère. ,, Huit membres de sa famille ont été
kidnappés par les djihadistes. Sabelle-sæuretses trois nièces ont
fini par être libérées à l'issue d'un < troc > négocié par le gouver-
nementkurdg mais il demeure sans nouvelles de son père, de son
frère et de ses deux neveux. < on ignore s'íIs ont été tués ou non. >

De l'autre côté du massif,le temple de Sharaf al-Dir¡ ungrand
centre de pèlerinage duyazidismg revit < Ce sancfiiaire a été atta-
qué àdix-septreprises, raconte son gardien, le cheikh Smal'l Bahri,

un religieux à la barbe broussailleuse et à la tête recouverte d'un
léger voile blanc . Chaque fois, nous les avons repoussâs grâce à tange
pdon.> Il ne s'estpas contenté du soutien de ladivinité suprême
de sa communauté, Devant sa maison, ses fils ont garé un pichup
équipé d'une mitrailleuse lourd e. < Ce génocide, dit-il, avait été pré-
dít par nos théologíms, mdß nousne savions pøs quandíl aurait
lieu. n Selon son décompte, < íI s'agit du7+ massacre deYazídß de

Is l3 novembrg, un c0ntbâfianl ya¿ldl dtl Parll dss Tratlalllet¡rs

du l(urdlstan0lßdan$$lnlôr,[avlllsadtáreprlss aultdllhadlslsi

ds 0æch, qtll ls contr0laisnldgptlls ls 0 ô0ût 2û14.

ljncampderófugiÉsyauidl$surl0ltloltl$llllar,

Prûsd0l00000er$onn$yvllleflldaflsds8c0fldltl0ns

s'(Írofrlsfnsnf dlfflclles:ellesdolveflf ttJ0!0rlerlasâlllctIle,

ls f rold glacial, la faim, la soit

Ihßtoíre >>. Pour empêcher qulune nouvelle traçdie ne se pro-
duise, il en appelle àlaidede lacommunautéinternationale. < C'est
à elle d'assurer notre séanrité>, répète-t-il.

Dans Sinjarlibérée, un seulhomme aosé rouwirsonéchoppe.
Saïd Khalaf, 25 ans,vend essentiellement des cigarettes et des
canettes de Tiç4 l'équivalentlocal du Red Bull, aux soldats. Mais
il nlentend pas faire revenir sa famille, réfugiée dans un camp à

Zalúto. < Tant que Daech sera à 6 kilomètres tící, iß ne bougeront
pas, dit-il. on ne nous refera pas Ie coup deuc foís. > O
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llm ol ths ¡¡Isr srmhgr i¡to $frir i¡ ¡t r $E¡ll twn crlld lbhfhbo¡t' i¡
tbf¡¡ northun¡tor¡corut ollnq. hrwhitwuhd¡hrslonfu ¡ho¡o of fu
Ilgris Xiuer, r¡ oüicid ftm I¡¡d¡ [urdi¡h¡ lcgioul Íilcnnmt pohted out

tts wildour towr¡d r pmtoon bridgo th¡t bobbd h th colæolotd wrteL l
yonr rg0, 10,000 refugoca flechg r¡ Isl¡nic thte n¡scn i! IWa w.Lod
for lfl hours beforo crossing it h tbe oppcile di¡ætion, hr[,rtanrud, h¡ll'fu{
tenoriæd" Ite olfici¡l told no and ny interpreter, iloh¡nnsd l¡n¡¡l [¡sml,
that a few days before we arrived, an Italian
volunteer was arrested by a border parolman
while trying to swim back toward lraq. "Don't
change your mindj'he said, wagging a finger.

Our destination was a sliver of land in the far
north of Syria: Roiava, or "land where the sun
setsj' The regime of President Bashar al'Assad
doesn't officially recognize Rojava's autonomous
status, nor does the United Nations or NAÎO - it
is, in this wa¡ iust as illicit as the Islamic State.

But ifthe reports I heard from the region were
to be believed, within its borders the rules of the
neighboring ISIS caliphate had been inverted. fn
accordance with a philosophy laid out by a leftist

revolutionary nâmed Abdullah ocalan, Rojavan

women ha<{ been championed as leaders, defense

of the environment enshrined in law and radical
direct democracy enacted in the streets.

But much of the information emerging from
Roiava seemed contradictory and almost fantas-
ticat. To the Turkish government, the territory
which is now the size of Connecticut and has an

estimated 4.6 million inhabitants, was nothing
more than a front for a Turkish group known
as the P.KK., or Kurdistan Workers' Party. Since
its founding in 1978, the P.K.K., led by Ocalan,
had been fighting forindependence fromTurkey,
hoping to establish a homeland for the country's

r4 million Kurds.The effort had caused the deaths

of4o,ooo people, thousands ofthem civilians, and
led to the imprisonment ofOcalan.TheAmerican
State Department desþated the P.K.K. a terror-
ist organization in r997.Having failed in Turke¡
officials claimed, the P.I(.K was trying to create

a Kurdish homeland amid the disruption ofwar.
"We will never allow the establishment of a state

in Syria's north and our south," President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey said inJune. "We will
continue to fight in this regard no matter what
it costs."

But to sympathetic Western visitors, Rojava
was something else entirely: a place where the
seeds of the Arab Spring promised to blossom
into utopia. "Whatyou are doingJ' said Raymond

.Joliffe, a member of Britain's House of Lords,
during a trip in May zor5, "is a unique experi-
ment that deserves to succeed." A Dutch profes-

sor namedJan Best deVries arrived in December
zor4 and donated $ro,ooo to help buy books for
Kurdish university'students. David Graeber, a
founder of OccupyWall Street visited that same

month and wrote before his trip that "the auton-

cnoþua [xpgrlmcllJ
I
I Isv Wes Fhotosrauns nv I,y[$eI [üdario
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omous region of Roiava, as it exists today, is one
of fewbright spots - albeit averybright one - to
emerge from the traçdyofthe Syrian revolution."

In May, I saw an announcement on Facebook
for the Mesopotamian Social SciencesAcademy,
a new, coed university in Roiava's de facto cap-
ital, Qamishli. This in itself was revolutionary.
For years, Bashar al-Assad and his father, Hafez,
forbade many Syrian Kurds to study. In ISIS
territory iust r5 miles away, Kurdish girls were
routinely tortr¡red for being Westernized here-
tics - sometimes tied by their ponytails to car
bumpers and dragged to theirdeaths. In Roiava,

they were being educated.
When I sent a message to the academy's

Facebook page, requesting more information, I
received a repþ from Yasin Duman, a Kurdish
graduate student living inTurkey. He had taught

several courses there, he said, andwhen he found
out I was a writer and professor in NewYork, we
discussed a journalism class. Duman explained
that Roiava's youth had little experience with the
idea of free speeclr" Perhaps I could teach them:
'A.free people has to haræ freedom of speect¡- he

said. Itwould be a cultural exchange. I would teach

writing, and my students would show me what life
was like in Roiava. We decided that I would spend

aweek inJulygivinga crash course in iournalism
basics: how to report, how to interview and how
to document the war raging around them.

Now, after three months and at least as many
logistical hiccups, Iwas about to see this strange
political experiment for myself. The official led
us out of the office and onto a ramshackle skiff.

We were technically entering a failed state. Yet
when we came ashore on the other side of the
river and passed a brick guard tower staffed with
armed men,I sawa red, greenandyellowtricolor
banner - the flag ofRoiava.

If Roiavr succeedc, it will be the second partial
homeland forthe Kurds (the ñrstis the Kurdistan
Regional Government in lraq, though the two
administrations are unafrliated). The modern
quest forahomeland began in part as a response
to the Sykes-Picot Agreement of rgrÇ when Brit-
ain and France diwied up the Middle East into
spheres of influence. Within years, millions of
Kurds, who previously occupied a wild terrain
surrounding the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers
known as Kurdistan, found themselves subiects
of the new nations of lraq, Syria and Turkey. ln
Turkey, where Kurds make up nearlya fifth ofthe
population, the r¡"¡" seught to solve demands for

recognition of Kurdish independence by denying
the ethnic groupt existence. Laws have removed
any trace of Kurdish identity from history books,

banned speaking Kurdish in public and punished

violators with long prison sentences. It wasn t
until zor3 that the government repealed a law
banning the use of the letters Q, W and X, which
appearin the Kurdish alphabetbut not the Turk-
ish one. In Syria, where roughly ro percent of
the population is Kurdish, similar policies were
enacted by a police chief named Mohammed
Talib Hilal, who in t963 likened his country's
"Kurdish question" to a "malignant tumor."

The chaos ofwarhas made Roiava possible but
also rendered its survival tenuous. The teritory
is governed by a P.K.K. affiliate called the Parti-
yaYekita Demokrat, which maintains a military
called the Y.P.G., or People's Protection Units,
and an all-female force called the Y.P.J., or Female

Protection Units. These forces have become key
American allies in the region. Since last Septem-
ber, American airstrikes have supported Y.P.G.

fighters, and in November, President Obama sent

5o elite Special Operations troops to Roiava to
assistand advise the Kurds. Yet theTurkish govern-
ment, which has allowed the United States to use

Incidik.{ir Base on the Syrian-Turkish border to
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coordinate airstrikes against IS!S, has increasingly
targeted the Kurds rather than ISIS; since August
zor4, Turkey has bombed Kurdish fighters in Iraq
and Syria 3oo times, and ISIS targets only three.

As I rode down a rutted road accompanied by
Agid, my lGlashnikov-toting escort, we traversed
a landscape of parched brown hills and fields of
oil derricks - the region produces r5,ooo bar-
rels of oil a day, which is sold to locals and the
Assad administration to fund some of the war
effort against ISIS. Every dozen or so miles, we
were stopped at checkpoints by men and women
in green fatigues: members of the Asayis, the
police force that the P.Y.D. established in zorz.
They number roughly 6,ooo officers, all of them
elected; a women-only force deals with sexual
assault and rape. (All recruits receive theirweap-
ons only after "two weeks of feminist instruction;"
according to Cengidar Mikail, the director of the

Qamishli police.)
In the downtown of a small city called Rmei-

lan, we found the first real sign ofwar: hundreds
of martyr flags hung from lampposts. The streets
were absent ofyoung people, who were all at the
front lines; the flags commemorated the soldiers
who neverreturned, several thousand since zotz.
They gave the streets the feel ofa dance floor
after a prom. Tumbleweeds skittered across the
pavement. The. spectral ensigns flapped over-
head, hundreds and hundreds ofthem blowing
as we drove past.

Afterfourhours,we arrived in Qamishli, Roia-

va's largest city, in a district ofabout 4oo,ooo
people. There were few young people here,
either, save for some maimed soldiers crutch-
ing theirway down crowded sidewalks. Beyond
downtown, where paved roads turned to dirt,
an armed guard waved from behind a six-foot-
tall hill of sand, an improvised baricade in front

of the Mesopotamian Social Sciences Academy.
Behind him loomed a two-story concrete fortress
horseshoed around a eourtyard and a sagging
volleyball net.

One of the academy's teachers, a 23-yeaî-
old named Reshan Shaker, ushered us in and
explained one of the many contradictions of
the war: The Assad regime, he said, occupied a
high school on the first floor, while the academy
was housed on the second. Sometimes the two
sets of students played each other in volleyball.
Downtown, we had passed an intersection where
Assad's regime still controlled several buildings
guarded by armed men in sunglasses and black
muscle T-shirts. A month before, a temporary
calm between the regime and the P.Y.D. col-
lapsed, and gunfire spilled into the street.

My accommodations for the next week were
a spare room on the upper level with a mat on
the tile floor. Shaker turned on the fluorescent
overhead light. "It's austerej'he said, "but we
are at war. For us, studying is the sâme thing as

holding a gun and fighting, so a little discomfort
isn't so bad, right?"

At I th¡t eveninp I walked into my classroom.
Twenty-three young men and women sitting in
rows of black plastic desks stood at attentionwhen
I entered, stiffas soldiers. On awall, a poster said,
"The soeiety that doesnlt elevate itselfwill decayl
Should this experiment succeed, some of these
r8-to-29-year-olds would become the future intel-
lectual leaders ofRoiava. No one looked at a cell-
phone; no one gazed out the window. Theywere
as attentive as stenographers,

I introduced myself, told them to sit and asked

them to do an exercise - a sort ofinstruction-
al icebreaker. Interviews, I said, are the build-
ing blocks of journalism. I requested that they

interview one anotherabout the most important
thing that happened to them in the past year.
Theywere confused - the Syrian educational
model is lecture-oriented, and Ocalan himself
would infamously lecture his followers for eight
or nine hours without stopping. But once the stu-
dents understood that I merelywanted them to
talk to one another, I had a hard time quieting
them down.

Nariman Hesso, zz and wearing a green mil-
itary-surplus coat, presented first, introducing
the student seated beside her: Fidan Ahmed,
zo, with a crown of curly black hair pulled back
with a headband. She was in roth grade when the
Syrian civil war started, Hesso said. "The most
significant thing to happen to her in the last year
is that she was not very social and didn't have
many friends. But in the academy she has made
friends and found her place."

"The most important thing in the pastyear for
Kawa was that he experienced the revolution in
Syria and the revolt against Assad," Mahmood
Morad, zr, said, introducing Kawa Omer, 27. "And
now he has gotten to know the philosophy of
Abdullah Ocalan."

"The most important thing that happened to
Mohmmad is that he joined the revolution in
Roiava," offered Walid Hai Ali, introducing an
r8-year-old named Mohmmad Dle. Ali placed a

hand over his heart. "Here, Mohmmad says, he

is becoming a new personJ'
After class, the students took me to the cafete-

ria. Itwas Ramadan, the Muslim month of fasting,
but I had seen students eating throughout the
day, and now they prepared tea and ate from a

plate ofsoft cheese. Though about 9o percent of
Kurds are Sunni Muslims, ISIS considers them to
be lcafr, infidels. In May zor4, ISIS fighters kid-
napped 18ó Kurdish college students on theirway
home to Roiava after an exam in Aleppo, then
forced them to attend a iihadist religious school;
escapees were threatened with beheading.

"I'm an atheist" said Ramah, an r8-year-old stu-

dent with a neatly rimmed goatee. A crowd of
students had circled around, curious about who I
was, what music I liked, howl had ended up here.
None ofthem had everheard ofBob Dylan or
Edward Snowden orBrooklyn,where I lived, They
asked if ObamareallywasaMuslim, Theyasked if
everyone inAmerica was an atheist, like Ramah. I
told them there were many Christians, Muslims
and Jews, though I said I didrft believe in God.

"Were you afraid when you discovered that
God didn't exist?" Ramah asked, imploring me
with earnest, walnut-brown eyes.

"Whywould I be afraid?" I said.
"ln a world where there's no God," he said,

"howdoyou deal with the constant fearof dying?"

lte nextmorning, I metwith a student named
Sami Saeed Mirza. I had barely slept, kept up
by the intermittent swoosh of fighter jets and a

series of loud thuds, whether distant bombs or

Ihe territory of Roiava, imagincd as a homelandfor Kurds, Arabs and Christians.
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the innocuous din of street life, I couldn't tell. At
one point, Iwent onto the rooftop and looked out
at the horizon, a squiggly line ofundulating sand
spotted witlr a few stone huts. It was beautiful,
in its way, a whole world painted with a single
brush stroke ofbrown. Somewhere out there was

the front line.
Mftza, zg, had sad, drowsy eyes and wore

thick spectacles perched low on his nose. He
hadn't noticed the commotion. "I'm used to
the sound," he said. Unlike other students at
the academy, Mirza grew up outside Syria in a
small village in west€rn lraq. He is not a Muslim
or an atheist but a Yaaidi, part ofan ethnic and
religious minority that practices a modern form
of Zoroastrianism. He hadn't heard of Abdul-
lah Ocalan until recently. In August zot4, ISIS
extremists attacked his village, near the city of
Sinjar, and butchered as many as 5,ooo of his
neighbors. While Mirza and his family were
trapped on a mountain for four days, waiting
to die, a battalion of women - Y.PJ. soldiers -
fought through the ISIS lines and created a path
for them to escape. Mirza, severely dehydrated
and on the verge ofcollapse, fled.

"The battle made me think of women differ-
ently," he told me. "\rVomenfighters - theysaved
us. My society, Yazidi society, is more, let's say,

traditional. I'd neverthought ofwomen as leaders,

as heroes, beforeÍ
Mirza heard about the academy at a refugee

camp, and here his education in feminism had
continued. He and his fellow students studied
a text that Ocalan wrote on gender equality
called "Liberating Lifel'In it, Ocalan argues that
problems of bad governance; corn¡ption and
weak democratic institutions in Middle Eastern
societies can't be solved without achieving full
equality for women. He once told P.KK mili-
tants inTurkey, "Youdon't needto be [men] now.
You need to think like a woman, for men only
fight for power. But women love nature, trees,
the mountains. ... That is how you can become
a true patriot."

"I've learned the truth,'l Mirza said. 'The leader
has shown us the coffect interpretation of societyJ'

Roiava's Constitution - its "social contract" - was

ratified on Jan. g,2oL4, and it enshrines gender
equality and freedom of religion as inviolable
rights for all residents. The Sinjar massacre gave

Roiavan authorities an opportunity to show that

ftuasnothing
búnGon¡ry
thacadenf,'

b
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Women gølhering afler a meeling in Qønishli lo decide how to dcal wilh secañþt in thcir neighborhood.

they were deadly serious about protecting these
rights. Still, I wondered if the rescue ofYazidis
like Mirzawasnt also strategic, awayto enlistthe
minoritygroup in the defense 9f Roiava

"Why do you think the Y.P.G. and Y.P.J. saved
you?" I asked.

'Maybe I know, maybe I don'ti he said. "But
they are the only ones who came to help us.
America didn t come. Thre pesh merya" - Iraqi
Kurdistan's military - "didn't come:" Now he
wanted to devote his life to the teachings of
Ocalan. "I was nothing before coming to the
academy," he said.

Despite his imprisonnent nearþ a thousand
miles awa¡ Abdullah Ocalan, who is now 6ó or 67

6e has no birth certificate),looms as aWizard-of-
Oz-like presence in Roiava. His avuncularvisage

- broad, bushy eyebrows; a gregarious, tootþ
grin obscured by a cartoonishly lush mustache -
appears everywhere: in the halls and classrooms
of the academy, ingovernmentbuildinç, in com-
munity centers, in police stations and on pins and
patches on the chests of soldiers. This strange
founding-fatherhood is the culmination of an
unlikely political career that began in Novem-
ber 1978, when Ocalan first gathered six Kurdish
revolutionaries at a teahouse in the town of Fis, in
southeastern Turkey. His co-conspirators called
him Uncle, or Apo in Kurdish, and called them-
selves the Kurdistan Workers' Part¡ or P.KK.

Ocalan's initial impulse wasn't to fashion
himself as a philosopher-politician. The P.KK.
members were unabashed Maoists, who used
spectacular acts ofviolence against rival organi-
zations and government soldiers to destabilize
and delegitimize Turkey's authoriry in the pre-
dominantly Kurdish southeast. In r98o, Ocalan
fled to Syria, where he was offered shelter by the
regime ofBasharal-Assad. For the next 20yeafs,
he led the struggle remotely - froma seæidevilla,
from which he issued orders to his commanders
via messenger, letterand telephone. But in 1998,

under pressure from Turkey, Assad kicked Ocalan
out ofthe country. He escaped through Europe
before hewas captured in lGnyawith the þelp of
the C.I.A., which by then considered the P.K.K. a

terrorist organization. Ocalan's lawyers claimed
that he was drugged and tortured by Turkish

security forces while in custody. He was thenj
paraded in front of TV cameras looking frail and
confr¡sed, like a grandpawho had iustwoken frorr:
a nap, and he did the unthinkable: He renounced
the P.KKs effort to create an independent Kurd-
ish homeland.

Ocalan was remanded to Imrali prison, on an
island offthe coast of Istanbul. This is when his
conversion began - what one academic would
describe as a transition from "Stalinist caterpillar
tolibertarian butterfly." Hewas the island's only

prisoner, surrounded by r,ooo soldiers there to
ensure he could not escape before his execution
(a death sentence was later commuted to life
imprisonmenÐ. The government allowed him
to meetwithseniorP.KK. commanders and law-
yers to communicate to his followers the details
of a cease-firé. He was also permitted books,
finding inspiration in Western texts like Michel
Foucault's "Society Must Be Defended" and
Benedict Anderson's "Imagined Communities."
Soon, one ofhis supporters gave Ocalan his ñrst
book by an obscure Vermont-based philosopher
named MurrayBookchin. AfterOcalan read it, he
requested everything Bookchin had everwritten.
Oliver Kontny, a translator and P.KK. sympathiz-
er who was working for Ocalan's lawyers at the
time, told me that Ocalan let "all of us know that
he was working on a paradigm change based on
what he learned from Bookchin."

Bookchin, a mustachioed octogenarian who
lived in Burlington, Vt., and typically wore sus-
penders and pocket prot€ctors, had no idea
ocalan was reading his work - in fact, he thought
hardly anyone was. Born in rgzr in the Bronx,
Bookchin joined the Communist Party's Young
Pioneers organization at age 9. But bythe r95og he

had sworn offMan<ism-Leninism and pioneered
a radical ideology he called "social ecology,"
which argued that all environmental problems
stemmed from social issues like racism, sexism
and inequality. While Bookchin enioyed some
notoriety in the r96os and þs (the ac4demic
Russell Jacoby once compared his influence on



Reuue de Presse-Press ReaiØ)-Berheuoka Çøpê- Riaistø Stampø-Dentro de Iø Prensa-Bøsin Ozeti

theAmerican leftwith Noam Chomsky's), bythe
r99os Bookchinwas little known inAmerica, save

by a faction of prominent environmentalists who
ostracized him for his attacks on those he deemed
not revolutionaryenough. Gary Snyder, the Pulit-
zer-winning poet, saidthatBookchin "wrote like a

Stalinist thugi' and thewriter EdwardAbbeycalled
him a "fat old ladyl'An entire volume was pub-
lished to denounce his work ("Beyond Bookchin"),
and others lambasted him as a hypocrite because

of, among other things, his love of Twinkies and
Dunkin'Donuts.

By the time Ocalan was discovering Bookchin's
writing, Bookchin was depressed and spent his
days in awheelchair, accondingto his partnerand
assistant Janet Biehl's recentþ published biogra-
phy, "Ecology or Catastrophe: "I feel very much
like a stranger in a strange worldi Biehl recounts
Bookchin telling her one night. A society without
a vibrant revolutionaryleftist movement, he sai{
"is not awodd inwhich L.. want to live."

In solitary confinement, Ocalan studied Book-

chin's magnum opus,'The Ecology of Freedomi
at once a sweeping account of world history
and a reimagining of Marx's "Das IGpitali In it,
Bookchin argues that hierarchical relationshþ
not capitalism, are our original sin. Humankindk
destruction of the natural world he argues, is a
product of our domination of other people, and
only by doingawaywith all hierarchies - man over
woman, old overyoung, white overblach rich over
poor - canwe solve the global ecological crisis.

In anotherwork, "UrbanizationWithout Citiesl
Bookchin proposed an alternative to the modern
nation-state that he called "libertarian municipal-
ismi'Bookchin believed that the lesson of both
Marxist and liberal governments was that the

state wås an inevitably comrpting influence and
antithetical to human freedom. Bookshin favored
what he called the "Hellenic model" of democracy,

the typu ofdirect, face-to-face government once
practiced in ancient Greece. He argued that only
byrecovering this system could humanityaddress
injustice, and onlyin thiswaycould radical move-
ments avoid reproducing the same inequalities
they had initially set out to defeat.

It was, needless to say, pretty dreamy stuff
But Ocalan saw in it a path toward a new type
of revolution. Bookchin's proposal for achieving
independence through "municipal assemblies"
suggested to ocalan away of finally achieving the
elusive Kurdish dream. Maybe the P.K.K didn't
have to take state power. Maþe it could obtain
Kurdish rights by creating its own separate com-
munities inside exrsting countrie$, resorting to
violence only if a*acked. Maybe all along Ocalan
had been mistaken to think that liberation could
be achieved by creating a Kurdish-run nation-
state, Marxist or otherwise.

Enthralled and seeking guidance, Ocalan had
his lawyers send an email to Bookchin. Biehl was
sitting at their computer one morning in April
zoo4, spring snow still covering the streets of
Burlington outside, when it popped up in Book-
chirt's inbox. Bookchin was þing nearby on a day
bed, unable to sit up because ofhis ioint pain.
He and Biehl had watched Ocalan's ai'rest on
television, but Bookchin dismissed him as "just
another third-world Leninist." Now, as Biehl read
the email aloud, Bookchin discovered that Oca-

lan considered himself Bookchi¡t's "student" and
"had acquired a good understanding of his work,
and was eâger to make the ideas applicable to
Middle Eastern societiesi'

A fewweeks lateç Bookchin replied, express-
ing reluctance to engage in a dialogue. "You
should know that I am quite an elderþ man ...
who is virtually incapable of walking because of
osteoarthritis and heart problemsi Bookchin
wrote. "Much remains to be explored,which my
health and age prohibit me from doing. If you
care to write to me further, I ask you to please

be patient with an old radicalil
In March 2oo5, Ocalan issued the "Declara-

tion of Democratic Confederalism in lfurdis-
tan;" By then, Bookchin had cut off communi-
cation. ("Bookchin was heartbrokenj' Biehl told
me. "He was devastated that the revolution had
never happened, and he didn't trust anybodyi')
The manifesto called on all P.K.K. supporters to
implement a version of Bookchin's ideas; Ocalan
urged all guerrilla fighters to read "The Ecology
of Freedoml'He instructed his followers to stop
attacking the government and instead create
municipal assemblies, which he called "democ-
racy without the state." These assemblies would
form a grand confederation that would extend
across all Kurdish regions of Syria, Iraq, Turkey
and lran and would be united by a common set

ofvalues based on defending the environment;
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respecting religious, political and cultural plural-
ism; and self-defense. He insisted thatwomen be
made equal leaders at all levels of society. "The
worldviewforwhich I stand," Ocalan toldhis law-
yers privately, "isveryclose to that of Bookchini'

When news spread throughout the P.K.I( of
Ocalan's conversion, some were naturally hesi-
tant to abandon the old model of Marxist-Lpninist
terrorism. "Iüho cares about some marginal anar-

chistwith 5o followers?" one P.KK commander
supposedly complained. But in the end, they fol-
lowed orders.The female leadership, in particular,

embraced the new ideology, The P.K.K. set about
forming clandestine assemblies immediately in
Syria, Iraq and Turkey, waiting for the opportu-
nityto expand. Bookchin'was the greatest social
scientistofthe 2oth centuryi according to a P.KK
tribute sentto Biehl afterBookchin's death inJuly
zooó. "Bookchin has not died. ... We undertake to
make [him] live in our struggleí

loianis
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Ifaversíon ofBookshin's dream is taking root
now, it's in a context he never imagined. "Roia-
va is something beyond the nation-statej' said
Hediye Yusuf, co-president ofJazeera canton,
the local municipalityofwhich Qamishli is part.
"It's a place where all people, all minorities and
all genders are equally represented."

I met with Yusuf at her office in Rmeilan, at
the former headquarters of the state-owned Syr-

ian Petroleum Company, where she and her fel-
low politicians do business behind rows of blast
walls andbarricades. Yusuf, a solemnwomanwho
spent much 9f her zos imprisoned by the Assad
regime, satatherdesk and e¡plained the policyof
"co-governÍ¡ncel Every position at every level of
government in Rojava, she said, includes a female

equivalent ofequal authority. Just as Yusufwas
co-governor of Jazeera, Salih Muslim, the chair-
.man of the P.Y.D., had a female counterpart, a

wornan named Asya Abdullah.
Yusuf shared power with an Arab tribal lead-

er named Sheikh Humeydi Daham al-Hadi. At
the stan of the civil wa¿ Hadi, who sontrols a

fighting force of 3ooo soldiers, was allied with Al
Qaeda's affiliate in Syria. Since ioining the P.Y.D.'s

coalition government, he has embraced Ocalan's
ideology, and his soldiers have been incorporated
into the Y.P.G. "Hadi is certainly not a feministj'
Yusufsaid, "but he supports us because we offer
a new, functional society that respects everyone,
unlike Assad, unlike ISIS, unlike Erdoganl' My
interpreterspoke briefly on the phone with Hadi,
but we were told it wasn't safe to visit him. H¡
joked about his new codependent relationship
with an interviewer in zor4. "I didn't ask to share

powerwith a woman," he said, seated alongside
Yusuf. "They made me do it."

I visited a sweltering building in downtown
Qamishli where 46 members of the Martyr Ramsi
commune had assembled. to discuss security
in the region. Theirs was one of 97 neighbor-
hood-based communes in Qamishli. There are
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Zøfer Erkandi, zz, recovering in Qamishli after being shot whilefghling ISIS. Piclured on the wall is Abdullah Ocalan, father of Roiava's utopian philosophy.

hundreds of others inÆrin and Kobani, Rojava's

othertwo cantons, The communes are Bookchin's
utopian idea materialized - municipal assem-

blies, enshrined in the social contract as the build-
ing blocks ofsociery. The 46 people in attendance
were seated on plastic chairs, fanning themselves
with cardboard; the glowering, olive-pitted eyes

of Ocalan watched over the room from a poster.
"We have had several recent close calls with

ISIS sympathizersi' a woman said, standing up.

Jihadists had been coming to town, posing as

refugees and then planning attacks on the city.
"What are we going to do?"

"Let's set up an extra patrol," said a man, rest-
ing his hands on his enormous potbelly.

"Who wants to volunteer first?" asked another
'v1¡oman, who wore a long polka-dot abayø and a

matching head scarf.
A withered woman raised a hand. "Mei she

said. The thought of her patrolling with an AI(-47
was improbable, but no one questioned her.

Chenar Salih, a representative for the Move-
ment for a Democratic Sociery or Tev-Dem - a

coalition of six political parties that the P.Y.D. has

formed to help govern Roiava - marveled at how
rapidlylocals had taken to the new system, though
she explained that some tribal leaders have had a

hard time relinquishing authority. "We were not
expecting this," she told me at her offrce down-
town, a few blocks from the Martyr Ramsi com-
mune. She believed that Turkey or Iraq would be
liberated first, but "since theArab Spring, Rojava

has become the center of the Kurdish revolution."
To ensure that a Kurdish maiority doesn't dom-

inate, Salih claims the P.Y.D. has implemented
checks on its own power, "As a repressed minori-
ty in Turkey," she said, "we know the importance
of giving everyone an equal role in government."
On March r3, cantonwide electionswereheld in
Jazeen. Out of 565 candidates, therewere 237

women, 39 Assyrians and z8 Arabs, from a mul-
titude of political parties.

But some say the P.Y.D.'s claims of inclusiveness

are a nrse. According to Jian Omar, the spokes-

man for the Future Parry, an opposition Kurdish
group in Syria, the P.Y.D. is a "dictatorship"whose
"arbitrary practices against the Kurdish people
in Syria" include "repression, assassinations and

detentions for those who oppose P,Y,D. policies."

Human Rights Watch has also raised some
serious qoncerns about the P.Y.Dls rule. In Feb-

ruary after a three-weekvisit, the group released

a report on'Abuses in P,Y.D.-Run Enclaves in
Northern Syrial' detailing how soldiers opened
fire on unarmed civilian protesters in zor3; how
r3-year-old boys and girls were serving in its
military; and how a 3ó-year-old drug addictwas
beaten to death by the police, supposedly for
cursing the name of Ocalan. In October,Amnes-
ty International published even more troubling
concems, accusing theY.P.G. of committing "war
crimes" by razing entire Arab villages as pun-
ishment for harboring ISIS fighters - a tactic
once used by the Turkish government against
the P.K.K.

"We have evidence they were cooperating
with ISIS," Hediye Yusuf told me when I asked
about allegations of forced displacements, and
she denied the claim that homes of civilians
were ever purposefully destroyed. But she
admitted that "we are in the middle of a war
and a revolution, andwe've made mistakes." She
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pointed out that the P.Y.D. had fully cooperated
with the Human Rights Watch investigation,
and the perpetrators had been punished - one
with a life sentence in prison. AHuman Rights
Watch adviser, FredAbrahams, even applauded
the P.TD. for its response to the report, which
included a new law prohibiting anyone under
the age of r8 from enlisting in the Y.P.G. orY.P.J.

Since then, underage fighters have returned to
the battleûeld. (During my visit, I attended a

martyr's funeral in Qamishli for a r6-year-old
Y.P.G. fighter.)

Also troubling is the cult of Ocalan. Toda¡
according to several sources, the P.Y.D. co-chair-
man, Salih Muslim, a Syrian engineerwho was
trained by the P.KK., is making some key deci
sions in Rojava. But even he describes his role as

mainly implementing the ideas Ocalan commu-
nicates from prison. "There is a reason that we
apply Apo's philosophy and ideology to Syria,"
Muhammad told an interviewer in November
zou. "lt offers the best solution to Kurdish prob-
lems." When I asked Yusuf in her office if she

thought such reverence for a leader contradict-
ed efforts to create a society based on radical
grass-roots democracy, she echoed Muhammad.
"I don't know why the West always vilifies Oca-
lan," she said. "We love him and follow his philos-
ophies, put guite simply, becausethey are correct!'

During my time at the academy, it was easy to
forget about my students'uncertain futures. Their
curiosityseemed somehowamplified, not exhaust-

ed, by the violence surrounding them. I settled
into something of a routine - sleeping on the floor
and sharing meals and jokes with them, playing
volleyball during midday breaks.

One evening, during a discussion about the
relationship between war and a free press, they
asked me about MurrayBookchin.The academy's

libraryhoused several ofhis boola, but mypupils
knewnothingabout the details ofhis life.''VVas he

thrown in prison, too?" asked Sipan Syr, a tower-
ing, bearded man in a white polo shirt with the
collar up. "Is there a movement to carry out his
ideas? Did they lock him up like Ocalan because

they feared his power?"
"Noj' I said. "People have mostly forgotten

about him."
Silence lingered. Another student asked ifhe

was still alive. No, I said, he died nearly a decade
ago.

Ouronly real conflictinvolved howmuch they
were willing to reveal about their own lives. I had
asked my students to write a short essay about
where theywere fouryears earlier,when thewar
started, and where they hoped to be in anoth-
er four years. The mood shifted. '"Why are you
asking us about our personal lives?" said Malk
Ali, a student with owlish, obsidian eyes, giving
him more than a passing resemblance to ayoung
Ocalan.'Why do you need to knowwhere we
werefouryears ago?"

"They're getting a bit suspicious," Rasool, my
interpreteç warned me. I realized that myques-
tion - about theirwhereabouts at the beginning
of the revolution, which was largely started by
young people - smacked of the kind of interro-
gations Kurds endured underAssad.

I assured them that I was genuinely interested
about their lives. Sami Saeed Mirza, the Yazidi
man, covered his face with his hands. Other stu-
dents stared back coldly. MalkAli asked me to
leave. The students held a private meeting in our
classroom, and I stood in the hall briefly listen-
ing through the door before going to my room.
The muffled sounds of shouting lasted until mid-
night. I worried they were going to throw me out
ofthe school, inwhich case I imagined I could flee
across the Turkish border, about five miles away,

which had been officially closed since zor3. As I
struggled to sleep, curled up in my sleeping bag
I was more saddened than.scared.

At class time the next evening, I waited in our
room, the faint pop ofwhat sounded like distant
gunshots punctuating the evening's calm, Rasool

and I were the only ones there. "Dudei' he said,
"no one's going to show up."

But then they did: Sami, Nariman, Mahmour
Walid and even MalkAli, who had challenged me.

Withoutwaiting for me to say anything, he stood
up and explained that their education encour-
aged them to challenge their teachers.

'.\Me reiect the master-and-slave relationship
as a model for the teacher-and-student relation-
ship," Ali said. "But we've decided that you're
welcome to continue teaching us."

Ramah, the atheist, stood up and said, "I'm so
happyyou're herel'They all approached mydesk
and turned in their assignments.

Fouryeørc ago . ..

I applied for a job as an engineer, and as

soon as they learned that I was Kurdish, I
was not accepted for the job.

When the civil war started, I was living in
Âfrin. At that time, we were deprived of
everything. ... If there was a small argu-
ment between anArab and a Kurd, the A¡ab
would protect the Arab, and the Kurd would
protect the Kurd, even if the Kurd was in
the wrong. ... I experienced a lot of racism.

I had iust entered [universityJ and was
studying electrical sciences. My dream
was to become an electrical engineeç and
I passed, but I had to stop studying because

the whole world collapsed.

I was: a zero a ioker.

Rojava started educating the Kurdish

fr€ople, and here I am now at Mesopota-
mia Institute. ... Honestly my happiness is
indescribable.

I can now say that I am committing suicide
in order to be resurrected.

The academy's rector asked me to leave the
school four days into what was supposed to be
a ûve-day course- Abattalion of several hundred
new recruits was being moved to tlre front lines,
and the academywould be a temporary shelter.
It was a fitting metaphor: the ivory tower turned
into barracks.

"We'll takeyou somewhere else," said Reshan

Shaker, the young teacherwho had first shown
me my room at the academy. He was going to
be my escort, and he grabbed a Kalashnikov for
protection. "This is the last safe place the sol-
diers will sleep in for a while, so I'm happy to
giveit up."

A few days later, we followed the soldiers'
route to the front. Shaker, who wore skinny ieans
and a plaidbunon-down, accompanied me toTþl
Brak, a village r5 miles south of Qamishli that
then served as an outpost against ISIS, whose
fighters were encamped less than a mile away.

Three days earlier, theyhad tried to retake the
village. Parts of downtown were so ruined they
looked more like an archaeological dig than a
town. In one of the still-standing homes, we met
Deniz Derik, a z4-year-oldY.P.J. commanderwho
wore pink socks and a calculatorwatch, hercoal-
black hairpulled into a ponytail tucked beneath
a backward camo cap. Derik was in charge of
z3 girls who lived with her at the house. Her
troops were aged 4 to zr, though she claimed
the youngest ones were "in trainingl' The house's
parlor, where I first met her, was decorated with
two teddy bears - one pink, one yellow. In the
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breast pocket ofher camo shirt, she kept a bullet
and a cyanide pill, for suicide in case ofcapture.
Her young cadets called her "Smiles," because
even under ûre, she grins.

Outside, the signs of the recent ISIS occu-
pation were everywhere. Theocratic graffiti
read, "The gates ofparadise lie in the shadow
of the sword." In an alleyway so full of rubble
it resembled a dry riverbed, a blindfolded ISIS
prisoner led by aY.P.G. soldier shambled past,
trying not to fall.

"Why are you in school and these kids are in
the military?" I asked Shaker, who was walking
beside Derik and me. .

"Anyonewhowants to can come to the school;'
he said, "as long as they prove they are serious;"

"Wouldyou want to study?" I asked Derik.
She explained that even soldiers studied Oca-

lan's theories for two hours per day. '"This is my
classroom," she said, sweeping her arms out
across the devastated village. "World historyJ'

We passed a martyr flag hanging from a lamp-
posç celebrating a dead Y.P.G. soldier. "He was
my friend from high school," Shaker said. He
told us how he fought Assad's regime in zotz

in his hometown, Tel Abyad, and he said that
all the students at the academy were trained in
combat as well as Kurdish history and Ocalan's
philosophy.

It occurred to me then that his generation, â

whole lost segment of Syria's youth, has been
forced to become either refugees or warriors.
And for those who choose the latter, their only
options are different flavors of militancy: the
Islamic State, Assad's regime, the Kurdish revo-
lution. Syrians have endured an endless cycle of
extreme conditions over the past fouryears, and
sq perhaps, it should be no surprise that only the
most extreme ideologies, no matter how brutal
or utopian, are thriving.

"I didn't knowhe had been martyred," Shaker
said, sighing. He snapped a photo with his cell-
phone,.to send to the boy's mother.

Derik led us to a mangled storefront, its plate-
glass windows smashed and serrated. Inside, she
had stashed a blanket that she sometimes used
for naps. Y.P.J. fighters aren't allowed to mârry
and I asked ifshe had everwanted a husband.

"Are you proposing?" she said, punching me
on the arm and smiling.

"Are you afraid ofdying?" I asked her a few
moments later.

"Afraid?" she said. "Why should I be afraid?
Being a martyr is the beit thing possible. ,.. Fight-
ing is uglyi' she added. "But fighting for this is
beautiful. Fear is foryourWestern women in their
kitchens."

We ventured into a bombed-out schoolhouse
to drink water in the shade. It was 11o degrees
outside, but cool in the dusky building. The
abandoned classrooms were filled with spent
ammunition casings, extinguished campfires,
the walls Swiss-cheesedwitl bullet holes. In one
classroom, I found an ISIS lesson still chalked on
the board. Just a few months earlier, this room
was filled with pupils of the Islamic State, most
likely Syrian kids not so different from Shaker
and Derik, but imbibing drastically different les-
sons. "Allah the mighty revealed the Revelation
to his peoplei the chalkboard read.

"Everyone has to choose a side now," Derik
said. "$IS has chosen the side of slavery. We've
chosen the side of freedom."

"\fe're ñghting for our ideas," Shaker said.
"Ideas, like people, die ifwe don't fight forthemi' t

Moumen and secarily forces burying rhree fghkn in Qanishli afler a celebmtion of their lives and dealhs as marlyn.
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