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IRAQ:

THE NEW GOVERNMENT IS FORMED

n 8 September the Iraqi

Parliament approved

Hayder Al-Abadi and his

cabinet of 24 ministers.

Only the Ministers of
Defence and the Interior have not
yet been appointed, which, in a way,
perpetuates the situation of the
Maliki period, when the latter held
these ministries on a “temporary”
basis for several years. The three
Vice-Presidents selected also main-
tain the tradition of “consensus”
whereby all the principal communi-
ties are represented lyad Allawi, of
the Iraqi National Alliance, Osama
Al-Nujayfi, former Speaker of the

Parliament, represents the Sunni
Arabs, and — Nuri Maliki, who,
finally, will not be tried for his role
in the Iraqi crisis, who probably
negotiated his “bloodless withdraw-
al” in exchange for a post that is
more honorary than political but
enables him to remain on the “sub-
stitutes bench” without completely
leaving the Iraqi political scene.

Hayder Al-Abadi has argued in
favour of a resolution of the conflicts
that have led to the de facto parti-
tion of Iraq and have specifically
affirmed that his government was
“determined to resolve all unre-

solved problems with the Kurdistan
Regional Government”.

In the Cabinet, the three Deputy
Prime Ministers also represent the
major communities: a Kurd,
Hoshyar Zebari, thus leaves his post
a Foreign Minister, Saleh Al-Mutlag,
of the Iraqi National Front repre-
sents the Sunni Arabs and Baha
Aradji, a Sadrist, the Shiites..

The Finance Minister, Roj Shaways
is a KDP veteran, and former
Deputy Prime Minister under Jaffari
and Maliki. As the share of the bud-
get owing to the Kurds by Baghdad
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represents a major sinew of war, this
appointment seems like a gesture to
the Kurds. The new Foreign
Minister is the former Prime
Minister and then Vice President
Ibrahim Jaffari and spokesman for
Maliki’s party. Hussein Sharistani is
consigned to National Education,
which allows some hope for a
renewal of negotiations with the
KRG on its management of Kurdish
oil.

Replacing Hussein Sharistani as Oil
Minister is Adi Abdul-Mahdi, who
is not one of “Maliki's men” but a
member of the Iraqi Supreme
Islamic Council, a Shiite religious
Party. He is an economist and was
Iraqi Finance Minister in 2004 and
2005. His particularity is of having
had more links with France and
Britain than most since he had stud-
ied in France after 1969, where he
worked for a number of French
think tanks and ran some Franco-
Arab publications. This new Oil
Minister may initiate a new, more
flexible, policy, breaking with the
Maliki Sharistani intransigence on
this issue. As a Shiite, he is not a
member the State of Laws Party but
of the Supreme Islamic Council, a
religious party that has always
maintained good relations with the
Kurds and is considered by them as
“a man open to dialogue”.

Regarding Premier Hayder Al-
Abadi, he was born in Baghdad in
1952, where he studied engineering
before leaving for Manchester to
complete his stuies. A member of al-
Dawa, a Shiite religious party, since
1967, he fairly rapidly rose to a lead-
ing position by the end of the 70s,
being a member of the executive
while still in London, where he
remained till 2003. The Iraqi govern-
ment confiscated his passport in
1983 for “conspiring against the
Baath” and during the same decade,
three of his brothers were arrested
for membership of al-Dawa.

Returning to Iraq, he became
Minister of Communications

between 2003 and 2004, then advisor
to Prime Minister Iyad Allawi in
2005 and became a member of
Parliament where he chaired the
Economy and Finance Commission.
Last year he was elected Deputy
Speaker of the House and had regu-
larly been proposed as an alterna-
tive to Nuri Maliki, with whom he is
close. Described as an “open and
friendly” man, he has the reputation
for being “accessible” — in contrast
to the isolation and distrust verging
on paranoia into which his prede-
cessor had retreated, which had
alienated a major part of the Iraqi
and Kurdish political circles.

The Kurds have shown little enthu-
siasm for joining the new Iragi gov-
ernment. There was, in deed, some
uncertainty about their participation
until 8 September, when a meeting
took place in Suleimaniyah, at the
Gorran Party offices with the princi-
pal Kurdish parties, the KDP and
the PUK and the two Islamic Parties
to decide the issue. Nécirvan
Barzani, Prime Minister of the
Kurdistan Region, Kosrat Rassoul,
the Assistant General Secretary of
the PUK, Nashirwan Mustafa, the
leader of Gorra, Gn, Mohammed
Faraj, Assistant General Secretary of
the Kurdistan Islamic Union and Ali
Bapir, leader of the Islamic Group
were all present as well as Brett
McGurk, US Assistant Secretary of
State for the Near East and the UN
representative to Iraq, Nicklay
Mladenov.

The next day, the 9 September, as
the Iraqi Parliament was meeting to
vote its approval of the new Prime
Minister, the Kurdish M.P.s, who
were waiting for the green light
from their leaders and so were late
in arriving, finally confirmed their
participation, in principal, in the
future government.

In an interview given to the Kurdish
daily Rudaw dated 10 September,
the KRG’s Paliamentary Affairs
Minister, Mawlud Bawamurad, stat-
ed that Kurdish participation in the
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Iraqi government was decided
under “strong pressure” from the
United States, who made it a condi-
tion of their help in the struggle
against the “IS” — but he added that
it was “a good decision”.

Regarding relations between the
Kurds and the Shiites, Mawlud
Bawamurad said there hostility in
some Shiite circles, particularly
those close to Nuri Maliki, to the
Kurds, who they tended to consider
responsible for his fall. International
support for Erbil had led to some
resentment as the Shiites felt they
lacked such support. Many Kurds,
for their part, saw no personal
advantage in taking part in the new
Baghdad government and were
inclined to wash their hands of Iraq,
especially as they had recovered the
regions that they had been claiming.
However the international support
and the sophisticated weaponry
received from the Western powers
did somewhat oblige the Kurdish
leaders to avoid “abandoning” Irag,
while subjecting their participation
to a “trial” period of three months.
Similarly, the Shiites had accepted
Kurdish partnership in the face of
the threat from IS and their depen-
dence on US aid. They had also been
obliged to attempt a somewhat
forced reconciliation with the Sunnis
with the aim or distancing them
from the IS.

A Kurdish M.P. even considered,
when speaking to a journalist on the
Monitor, Mohammad Al-Saleh, that
his political block’s return to the
government was in the nature of an
agreement between the Kurds, the
US and UNO than with the Iragis,
from who they could not hope for
much. According to Muthana Amin,
another Kurdish member of the
Baghdad Parliament, the Prime
Minister al-Abadi was betting more
on an alliance between Shiite and
Sunni Arabs (to the extent that it
could last) than with the Kurds, who
he wished to set aside, hoping at
least to reform the two Arab parties
and separate us from Iraq.
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In any case, the principle point of
dispute between Erbil and Baghdad,
the oil question, has never ceased to
be stimulated by a legal battle
exported to the US even while Iraq
and Kurdistan were both facing, in
August, the assaults of the IS.

Indeed, at the beginning of August,
Baghdad hoped to prevent the sale
of a shipload of crude oil from
Kurdistan, worth about $100 mil-
lion, transported to the coast of
Texas. Iraq had filed a complaint
with the Houston Federal Court and
also asked its own Supreme Court,
to block any new exporting of oil
from by the Kurdistan regional
Government.

However, although Baghdad had
demanded the seizure of the million
barrels carried by the tanker
Kalavrta. And that this seizure had
been earlier ordered by a local court,
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the Houston Court had quashed it
as the ship has remained in the
Mexican Gulf, outside US territorial
waters, about 60 miles from the
coast. The judge had not, however,
ruled on the basic issue, namely
who was the owner of the crude oil
and thus had the right to sell it. The
Iragi Oil Minister had immediately
announced his intention of appeal-
ing against the court’s decision
though it was on a question of mar-
itime law.

Moreover, this led the KRG continue
exporting oil in smaller tankers wit a
250,000 barrel capacity, so as to con-
fuse Baghdad\s supervision,
increasing the number of shipping’s
to a variety of destinations, from the
Turkish port of Ceyhan. Several of
these tankers had this conveniently
managed to disappear from the
satellite networks to reappear a few
days later without their cargo. Thus

the Kalamari, which was transport-
ing both Iranian and Kurdish oil,
disappeared from the screens some-
what North of the Sinai only to
reappear (empty) two days later off
the coast of Israel.

Similarly the Kalavrta moved at the
end of August and disappeared for
24 hours in international waters 0ff
the Texan coast. Last July, another
tanker transhipped its cargo of
crude to another ship in the South
China Sea.

On 6 September, just 2 days before
forming the new government, had
again filed it demand to the
American Courts that the cargo be
seized pending a legal decision on
the ownership of the oil. At the
same time a Greek company was
sued for having exported Kurdish
crude on 5 of its ships. Baghdad
demanded $318 million damages.

KURDISTAN:

FRANCOIS HOLLANDE VISITS ERBIL

he French President,

Francgois Hollande, went

to Baghdad and then Erbil

on 12 September for a

lightning visit. This was
the first time a Head of State has
trodden on Kurdistan’s soil and it
was France’s role to make this diplo-
matic step.

Francois Hollande first landed at
Baghdad in the morning (he is thus
also the first Head of State to visit
Iraq since the country’s collapse
under the IS attack). There he met
the new Iraqi President, Fuad
Massum, a Kurd, and the Prime
Minister, Hayder Al Abadi, who
had just former his Cabinet a few
days earlier.

In the statement that Francois
Hollande made along side the Iraqi
President, the French President
declared that he wanted “to be pre-
sent here today in Baghdad because
the new government in Iraq had
been set up democratically had been

able to bring together the compo-
nents of the Iraqgi people. You have
played a major part in this”. Saying
he was honoured to be the first
Head of State to be welcomed in
Baghdad since the formation of the
new government, he affirmed “the
support and friendship of France”
and thus its solidarity, pointing out:

“This solidarity takes many forms.
Firstly a political solidarity. If
France is on Iraq’s side, it is because
Iraq is a country that has made its
democratic transition, that has been
able to organise elections and has
been able to form a government. A
government where all the political
families are present (...) France’s
solidarity is also humanitarian and
one of security. You are facing an
enemy, a terrorist group that has no
borders but which now has territori-
al interests, that wants to make war,
not only on Iraq but on all peoples
who do not share its vision on the
world based on terror. (...) France’s
solidarity is also of having been able

to provide, as soon as possible,
humanitarian assistance, which ahs
occurred several times and again
today and also military assistance.
We will continue together, in the
discussions that I will have with
you, with your Iraqi government, to
organise this solidarity, which is not
just a reflection of our friendship but
also of our common interest in the
struggle against terrorism”.

Francois Hollande also announced
that on 15 September an
International Conference would be
held in Paris, on Security in Iraq and
on the struggle against the Da’esh
terrorist group. He exposed the
objectives of this conference in a
press conference, held this time with
the Prime Minister, Haidar Al
Abadi, at the end of their meeting:

“This Conference will have three
objects. The first is to provide a
political framework to enable every-
one to co-ordinate their efforts, so
that each country can provide sup-
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port for Iraq at this time. It will then
have an essential humanitarian part.
Finally it will have a security aspect,
with a broad coalition that is being
formed to come to the military assis-
tance of Iraq.

France has committed itself to coop-
eration with the new Iraqi authori-
ties and this is also the meaning of
my presence here. Cooperation in all
areas: Humanitarian: we have
already delivered 60 tons of materi-
al. Cooperation and military assis-
tance, this is the fourth delivery of
military supplies to the Iraqis for
their fight against the terrorist
movement. Finally this cooperation
must have an aspect of economic
reconstruction, of development and
this is what we have agreed with the
Prime Minister.

Finally France makes it its duty to
welcome persecuted people. We
support the Iraqi people , the
minorities, and when there are
urgent cases that justify it and links
with France can be established,
France fulfils its duty”.

Replying more precisely to a question
from a journalist about the aims and
usefulness of this conference,
Frangois Hollande indicated that the
Paris Conference would have to
answer three questions:

“Firstly how to help Iraq so that this
nation can face up to this terrorist
attack. We must give a political
frame-work, show that the interna-
tional community is present. On
Monday there will be five permanent
members of the Security Council
there. There will also be many other
countries that want to take part and
show their support for Iraq.

Second, we must coordinate our
efforts to meet Iraq’s urgent needs
but also for the reconstruction of the
zones where Da’esh has established
its influence for the moment and has
destroyed a part of the land.

Finally there will inevitably be some
security aspects that will be raised

and you know that a coalition will
be formed and it we must, conse-
quently, evoke its objectives”.

Replying to the question from a
journalist about the possibility of
French air strikes in Syria, Francois
Hollande replied: “France has been
helping Iraq for several weeks now.
Bearing in mind the gravity of the
situation, the barbarous actions that
have been committed by the terror-
ist group that came to Iraq from
Syria and that threatens the whole
region and even further, I have
come here to Baghdad to discuss
with the new Iraqi authorities, who
have made the effort to unite, to tell
them of France’s availability to pro-
vide Iraq with more military help in
its struggle against terrorism”.

However, the Syrian question will
be dealt with during the Conference:
“Nearly a year ago to this day I
warned about the seriousness of the
situation in Syria. The international
community preferred to take other
directions. We can see that for a
year, and I would say even longer,
the deterioration, the chaos even, of
the Syrian situation has led to this
terrorist group penetrating into Iraq.
We must thus find suitable solutions
for Syria. However, today the issue
is France’s availability and an inter-
national context”.

Haydar Al-Abadi also spoke on the
same question of whether or not
Iraq wanted any international inter-
vention in Syria”

“Today we are waging a real war in
Iraq with the participation of the
police, our army and the popular
mobilisation and also of children of
our regions against this terrorist
movement. We can will on the
ground but we need some air cover.
This movement comes from Syrian
territory. The ISIS-Da’esh movement
has bases in Syria and, as I said, Iraq
is suffering from a real aggression.
These groups are attacking our citi-
zens, they are killing our citizens,
innocent victims are falling. The
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international community has the
responsibility of stopping this
aggression and intervening to
destroy ISIS’s capacities, which, as I
said, are waging military actins
against us from Syria”.

After a lunch that brought together
“all the heads of Iraq’s parties” the
French president flew to Erbil where
he was welcomed by Masud
Barzani. The main features of this
lightning visit to Christian refugees
in the Saint Joseph Cathedral at
Ankawa, where he met the
Chaldeans Patriarch and the Bishop
of Erbil as well as directly meeting

some of the families sheltering in the
Church.

Masud Barzani and Francois
Hollande then made a joint press
statement:

The Kurdish President welcomed
and thanked the French Head of
State in the name of all the Kurds,
saying that this visit crowned “in a
historic manner” the long relations
between the Kurdish and French
peoples. Masud Barzani made the
point that France’s support has had
“a very great effect on the morale of
our people and the Peshmergas. The
military help you have given us has
also played an important part in
enabling us to beat the terrorists”.
He added that, in addition to oppos-
ing the terrorist, Kurdistan also had
the mission of enabling the dis-
placed people to return to their
homes. “The terrorists are retreating
and the Peshmergas are advancing
in the field”.

The French President described his
visit to Iraqi Kurdistan as “very
moving” because of “the friendship
between the French and Kurdish
peoples” and the impressive means
deployed by the Kurds to come and
help the hundreds of thousands of
refugees. Francois Hollande noted
that Kurdistan had made “the best
use of” the arms that it had received
from France, the European Union
and the United Stated and that this
had been “decisive in inversing the
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balance of power” in the struggle
against the IS. “Iraqi Kurdistan is an
example that different communities
can live together. France is attached
to this diversity, to this Middle
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Eastern pluralism in which
Christians live side by side with
Moslems and those of other faiths. It
is all these minorities in this that
make for the exceptional reputation

of the Middle East and we must do
everything to preserve this spirit. In
this way, the actions you have car-
ried out in Kurdistan can give us
hope”.

SYRIA:

THE “ISLAMIC STATE”: REPELLED IN IRAQ THE DA’ESH
IS THREATENING THE KURDS OF KOBANI

fter the Peshmergas and
the Iraqi army had
repelled the IS militia who
were besieging Amerli,
the Iraqis launched their
troops in a several attacks early
September on the Jihadist-held town
of Tikrit, though without success,
while the IS, for its part, tried to
advance south of Baghdad, aban-
doning their newly won positions at
Amerli. Thus after having to retreat
from around Amerli, that they were
besieging, IS concentrated its attacks
to Anbar Province, in the direction
of Samara, a Shiite holy town, using
the forces withdrawn from the siege
of Amerli. The movements of the
Jihadist troops also led to the fear
that a major assault was planned for
Haditha, in an area that had not suf-
fered air strikes. Pre-empting this
threat, the Iraqi forces and some
members of Sunni tribes hostile to IS
attacked the Jihadists round
Haditha while US air strikes
bombed IS positions near Haditha
dam. At the same time the Jihadists
also faced a Peshmerga drive to the
North and East of Mosul, and were
obliged to withdraw fro, the town of
Bushiqa that he Kurds took in co-
ordination with US air strikes.

However, still faithful to its tactic of
diversion when losing positions, the
IS increased it pressure on Samarra,
and Baghdad — in the first instance
with terrorist attacks. On 8
September, it launched a major
attack on Dhuluiya, Southeast of
Samara, in Salahaddin Province,
without being able to take the town.
The threat to Samara, a Shiite holy
town, is evidently of considerable
psychological and symbolic impor-
tance, but Dhuluiya is strategically

and pragmatically more important
as it would enable them to hamper
communications between that town

and Baghdad.

At the end of September, the Iraqi
Army and the US air force concen-
trated their attacks to the West of
Kirkuk, preventing the IS from
recapturing Ramadi (Anbar
Province) which haas a key position
between Haditha and Fallujah. Tt
was then that the IS porces carried
out a sudden return towards Rabia-
Yaroubia, a key border post between
Syria and Iraq, temporarily held by
the YPF and the Peshmergas. Taking
this would have allowed the IS
greater ease of communication
between Syria and Iraq. The attack
was repelled butnhe air strikes
round Mosul and Raqqa and the IS
withdrawal from Rabia-Yaroubia,
led to renewed attacks on the
Kurdish town of Kobani and its can-
ton, which had been able to contain
similar attacks in August.

Possibly bringing up troops that ad
retreated from the Kurds round
Mosul or calling up reinforcement
from other parts of Syria, the IS
rapidly gathered considerable forces
against Kobani so that between 16
and 10 September several of the can-
ton’s localities fell in succession. The
YPG found itself in the same situa-
tion as the Peshmergas had in
August — short of ammunition,
under-equipped against opponents
armed with heavy weapons.
Moreover the situation of Kobani
was made even more critical
because of its isolation from the
other Kurdish cantons in Syria and
the fact that it has only one border
post, at Surug in Turkey.

Both in Iraq and in Syria, the IS mili-
tia often, when they lose a town or
an area, suddenly switch and attack
a completely different section of the
front, even quite far off. Instead of
holding on to threatened positions
or trying to regain them at any price,
like the Kurds and Iraqis. This is
because the IS, so long as it holds
the strongholds that enable it to seall
of the defences of its “State” (Mosul,
Fallujah, Tikrit, Hawidja) and, in
Syria, Raqqa, can allow its troops to
advance and retreat rapidly, aban-
doning some place, giving up sieges
elsewhere or swooping down on
surprise targets that seem, logically,
far from the initial operations.

This tactic allows it to appear more
invincible that it really is in the field
by minimising, in the minds of those
living in the shadow of its terror (or
of its supporters) each retreat or
defeat by immediately following
them by fresh attacks on another
part of its long front line between
Syria and Iraq.

Facing them, the Iragi and Kurdish
forces seem, in comparison to oper-
ate more slowly, regaining territory
in a more methodical manner and,
above all, holding on as much as
possible to newly won areas so as to
extend them without risking being
surrounded as at Nineveh or Sinjar
as in August. Moreover, the IS is not
concerned about the fate of the pop-
ulations that, having supported
them, might suffer form their “trea-
son” from the return of Shiite or
Sunni forces hostile to the “caliph’s”
troops or, indeed, even from the
Kurds. On the other hand, the
tragedies of Sinjar, Amerli, Nineveh
and other places where civilians
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remaining on the spot suffered or
risked terrible acts of violence, have
served as a lesson to the Kurds.
Since August they have not made
any sudden or major retreats as at
Sinjar and Qaraqosh, and if their
advance is slower and less haz-
ardous and may seem frustrating to
people in areas still occupied by the
Jihadists, as at Sinjar, it is less sub-
jected to reversals or sudden retreats

— or, until the areas have been
made completely safe, any return of
refugees.

While the US is carrying out air
strikes against the IS in both Syria
and Irag, the fact that the Jihadists
are not loosening their on Ramadi
and that they can launch a fresh
offensive against the Kurds at
Kobani or Sinjar shows the limita-
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tion of aerial operations, which have
little effect in limiting the IS’s ability
to deploy its troops or give up its
position sin Anbar (adjoining its
Syrian territories) or even to extend
them by puruing its attempts on
Ramadi. Indeed, achieving the col-
lapse of the Kobani canton would
be, for them a further step in unify-
ing its “State” and controlling its
borders.

PARIS:

AN INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON IRAQ

n “International

Conference for Peace

and Security in Iraq”

took place on 15

September at the Quai
d’Osay, opened jointly by President
Francois Hollande and the Iraqi
President Fuad Massoum, with rep-
resentatives of about thirty coun-
tries, namely Saudi Arabia, the Arab
Emirates, the Arab League, Bahrain,
Belgium, Canada, China, the Czech
Republic, Denmark, Egypt, France,
Germany, Iraq, Italy, Japan, Jordan,
Kuwait, Lebanon, the Netherlands,
Norway, Oman, Qatar, Turkey, the
United Kingdom and the United
States and well as representatives of
the United Nations and the
European Union.

In his opening speech, Frangois
Hollande summed up the confer-
ence’s objectives: “to provide the
new Iraqi authorities the political
support needed to fight against a
major threat, called the Da’esh, that
is creating a major danger to Iraq,
the Middle East region and the
world”.

Since the news of the IS’s execution
of the British journalist David
Haines had just been released,
Frangois Hollande recalled all the
acts of violence and crimes against
humanity of which the Da’esh had
been guilty:

“This terrorist group has not only
decapitated journalists and humani-
tarians, but perpetrated massacres

and acts of violence against the civil
population. This terrorist movement
has attacked the weakest and most
fragile — women and children. It
has also hounded religious minori-
ties to eliminate a certain number of
communities. This terrorist move-
ment ignores borders and even
claims to have created a State — this
is the danger, and it is a global one,
for which the response must also be
global”.

Frangois Hollande also insisted:
“unity was also needed at interna-
tional level. The Security Council, in
its Resolution 2170 declared that the
Da’esh was an immense danger for
world security — the Iraqi struggle
is thus also ours. We must thus com-
mit ourselves together— this is the
meaning of this conference — along-
side the Iraqi authorities, clearly,
faithfully and strongly. There is no
time to loose.

This assistance must first of all be
humanitarian. Nearly 2 million peo-
ple have been displaced and I
myself saw at Erbil the distress of
those who had left everything
before the advance of the terrorists.
We must undertake an exceptional
effort on behalf of these families, of
these women and children.

A real humanitarian bridge must be
set up to strengthen the actions in
the field — that are, indeed, remark-
able — of the United Nations.
However, to be effective it is neces-
sary — this too is the meaning of

this conference — to collect funds
from friendly countries , to send
food, and equipment indispensible
for receiving the most threatened
populations, in the region and even
beyond.

Iraq also needs military help. The
friends of Iraq must co-ordinate
their actions to meet the demands of
the Iraqi authorities. France, for its
part, has already delivered some
equipment, in liaison with Europe
and the countries associated with

”

us- .

On the Syrian issue, the French
President indicated the “Iraqi terri-
tory was not the only concern”:

“Da’esh is established in Syria and
threateneds the Middle East as a
whole. This terrorist movement also
attacts fighters from all over the
world and every country, including
my own, is concerned by this. We
must thus fight against the indoctri-
nation of our youthto prevent their
recruitment, break the Jihadist net-
works, deprive Da’esh of its
resources and punish those who are
associated with it, whether closely
or distantly (...) The answer to the
terrorist threat is, essentially, politi-
cal and the international community
must find a lasting solution to this
movement, i.e. in Syria. I remind
you that over the last 3 years thss
crisis in Syria has made 200,000 vic-
tims — 200,000 deaths. We must
thus support those who can negoti-
ate and make the necessary compro-
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mises to preserve the future of Syria.
To us in France they are the demo-
cratic opposition forces — they must
be supported by every means”.

Finally the French President wanted
to “warn about the fragile situation
in the Lebanon, that has receive
nearly 2 million Syrian refugees, as
well as Jordan”.

In an account of this conference the
French Foreign Minister, Laurent
Fabius, wanted to stress the follow-
ing points:

“The first point is that the Da’esh
movement is neither a State nor
does it represent Islam: it is an
extremely dangerous movement. All
those who are on the spot consider it
needs to be repelled. Why? Because
the slogan of this terrorist group is
tragically simple and very well sum-
marised this morning by the Iragi
President. The Da’esh cut-throats, as
I call them, say to the whole world
“Either you're with us or we’ll kill
you”. When dealing with a group
like this there is no other attitude
possible but self-defence. This is
what the international community,
whatever its political shades or dif-
ferences has decided to do.

The second point is that everyone is
concerned and not only the coun-
tries directly hit like Irag, Syria and
the Neighbouring countries. The
Near and Middle East as a whole,
Europe itself, France and the whole
world are affected. We know that
that there are no examples of terror-
ist groups stopping of their own
accord. This is why there was
recently a meeting at Jeddah and
there will be others. There will soon
be one at UNO, because everyone is
concerned by this necessary strug-
gle.

The third thing I would like to note
is that if we want to wage an effi-
cient struggle against these terrorists
— which will take time as it’s long-

term action — this struggle should
be global.
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This morning we spoke about a
political approach. This is because
the Iraqi authorities have now
decided on an inclusive approach
following the elections, that, with
our support they can in a position to
wage such a fight. Thus a political
approach is indispensible which
explains the support that we are all
united in providing the new Iraqi
authorities”.

Laurent Fabius also announced that
another conference would be held in
Bahrain that would cover more
specifically the need to “dry up the
financing” of this terrorist group
and the means for carrying this out.

“Similarly the flow of fighters, com-
ing from many countries across the
world, must be interrupted or
stopped. The figure of 51 countries
has been cited, who evidently must
no longer be able to supply fighter in
the field. There is, moreover, a
humanitarian dimension and one of
reconstruction. There are nearly 2
million people displaced in Iraq and
there ar some extraordinarily difficult
situations. Today some people are
destitute in a suffocating heat. In a
few weeks the cold weather will
arrive and all the countries must pro-
vide support on the humanitarian
level for the reconstruction of Iraq, be
it from the neighbouring countries,
Europe or the United Nations. To
some extent this has already begun. It
is a potentially rich country but it
needs support from all of us.

These are some of the factors dealt
with this morning. I have, certainly
been incomplete but they are the
points that have struck me personal-
ly, which men’s that this interna-
tional conference has been useful, as
all admit. It will enable advances in
the support needed for peace and
security in Iraq and in the no less
necessary struggle against the
Da’esh terrorist group”

In their conclusions the States taking
part and the UN and EU representa-
tives expressed:

Their attachment to the unity, terri-
torial integrity and sovereignty of
Iraq. They welcomed the formation
of the new government under Prime
Minister Haidar al-Abadi offer him
with their fill support to strengthen
the state of Law, to carry out a poli-
cy bringing together and fair repre-
sentation of all the federal compo-
nents and institutions and the equal-
ity of all its citizens — all measures
necessary for effectively fighting
against the Da’esh (ISIS) and the ter-
rorist groups that are a threat to all
Iraqis.

Those taking part in the Paris
Conference have affirmed that
Da’esh (ISIS) is a threat to Iraq, but
also to the international community
as a whole and that facing up to
such a threat, wherever it may be
will require a long term action by
the international community. They
have condemned the crimes and
mass acts of violence against civilian
populations including the most vul-
nerable minorities, which can be
considered to be crimes against
Humanity. They have agreed to
cooperate and do everything to
ensure that the authors of these
crimes answer for them before the
courts. They confirm their support
for aid to them by the High
Commission for Human Rights.

All those taking part stressed the
urgent necessity of putting an end to
the presence of the Da’esh in the
regions it has taken in Iraq. To this
end, they are committed to support
the new government by all means
needed in its struggle against Da’esh
(ISIS) including suitable military aid
that meets the needs expressed by
the Iraqi authorities and with due
respect for international law and for
the security of civilian populations.

Those participating in the confer-
ence also repeated their determina-
tion to carry out the relevant resolu-
tions of the UN Security Council
regarding the struggle against ter-
rorism and its sources of recruiting
and financing, particularly resolu-
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tion 2170. They will be vigilant
about the sound application of the
measures needed to produce the
best effects. They are convinced that
determined action is needed to erad-
icate Da’esh (ISIS), in particular by
taking measures to prevent radicali-
sation, by coordinating activity of all
the security services and by
strengthening border surveillance.
The welcomed the perspective of
working on a plan of action to strug-
gle against the financing of terror-
ism.

Reaffirming their support for the
Iragi government, the international
partners recalled the necessity for
supporting the aspirations of the
Iraqi people for observance of
Human Rights in a federal context
that resects the Constitution, the
rights of regions and the unity of the
country.

They welcomed the role of the
United Nations in Iraq, in particular
by co-ordinating a facilitating inter-
national aid to the Iraqi government.
Those taking part in the Conference
also recognise that the Arab League
and the European Union are essen-
tial long-term strategic partners of
Iraq. They also welcomed the results
of the Jeddah Conference of 11
September 2014.

The participants of the Conference
have agreed to pursue and reinforce
(in accordance with the develop-
ment of the situation in the field) the
efforts deployed hitherto with
regard to urgent humanitarian aid
provided for the Iraqi government
and the local authorities to help
reception and help for the refugees
and displaced persons, who must be
enabled to return to their homes in
full security.
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The international partners stressed
their availability for helping Iraq in
its efforts for reconstruction with a
view to equitable regional develop-
ment, particularly with regard to
expertise and know-how and an
appropriate financial support, thanks,
for example a works fund specially
for helping reconstruct the aeas dev-
astated by the Da’esh (ISOS).

The international partners have
agreed to remain fully mobilised in
their support of the Iraqi authorities
and in the fight against Da’esh
(ISIS). They affirm the carrying out
and following up of the commit-
ments made today, particularly in
the context of the United Nations
and other organs created for this
end and during high level meetings
that will take place on the fringe of
the General Assembly of the United
Nations.

CULTURE:

A SYMPOSIUM AT UNESCO ON THE ENDANGERED IRAQI HERITAGE

n 29 September a sympo-

sium took place at the

offices of UNESCO in

Paris, entitled “The endan-

gered Iraqi heritage and
how to protect it?” in which Mrs
Irina Bokova, Director General of
UNESCO took part. Organised by
France and Iraq, the symposium
aimed at evaluating the situation of
Iraq’s cultural heritage and the dan-
gers theatening it since the start of
the IS offensive, while those respon-
sible for Iraqi heritage and archaeol-
ogy have launched an appeal urging
the international community to save
Mesopotamian sites and cultural
heritage.

Following the opening speeches by
a representative of the French
Foreign Office, by Mahmood Al-
Mullakhalaf, permanent Iraqi repre-
sentative to UNESCO and by Irina
Bokova, the first Round Table dealt
with the locations of Iraqi cultural
heritage, The speakers were Qaees
Hussein Rashed, director of the
Baghdad Museum and Dr. Saad

Iskander, Director General of Iraq’s
Manuscipt Library

The Baghdad Museum director
explained that “an international
antiquities mafia informs the Da’esh
about what can be sold. (...) They
identify objects and say which ones
are saleable”. Da’esh undertakes
digs to sell them on the European
and Asian markets through interme-
diaries in neighbouring countries.
“Some of these objects are of ines-
timable value. . . Some are over 2000
years old and can be worth a fortune
but, as there is no real marketit is
impossible to say how much they
are worth. We do not yet have any
statistics since Da’esh is still there —
for the moment much is in territo-
ries  conquered  byDa’esh.
Everything must be done to regain
these locations, otherwise nothing
can be done”

Qaes Hussein Rashed particularly
mentioned the plundering of the
Assyrian Palace of Ashurnasipal II,
built in the 11th Century before our

area: “Some Assyrian tablets have
been stolen and found in European
towns . Some of these were cut up
and sold in pieces, including a tablet
showing a winged bull”.

Béatrice André-Salvini, Curator
General of Heritage and Manager of
the Department of Oriental
Antiquities of the Louvre, raised the
necessity of making better known
the Historic and cultural heritage of
Iraq in order to preserve it while
Mrs.  Geraldine  Chatelard,
researcher associated with the
French Institute of the Near East
(IFPO) outlined the state of Iraq’s
archaeological heritage and historic
buildings since 2003.

Mr. Pascal Gollnisch, General
Manager of L’ceuvre d’Orient
described the heritage of the
Christian communities of Iraq

The Second Round Table was “How
to Preserve the cultural Heritage of
Iraq?”. It was introduced by Bruno
Favel Head of the Department for
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European and Inter-government
Affaires of the General Directorate
of the French Ministry of Culture
and Communication.

The contribution by Professor Alain
Desreumaux, Research Director at
the French CNRS and President of
the Society for Syriac Studies cov-
ered the Syriac manuscripts if North
Iraq while Colonel Ludovic Ehrhart,
Head of the Central Office of strug-
gle against trafficking in Cultural
Giids tackled the traffic in Iraqi
Cultural goods.

Dr. Abdullah Khorsheed Qader,
Director of the Iragi Institute for the
Conservation of Antiquities and
Heritage in Erbil, for his part
described “the situation the heritage
in Kurdistan: an assessment and
perspectives”. He particularly raised
the question of the destruction of the
tomb of the propjet Jonas and of a
number of statues in Mosul and also
of Assyrian Palaces “dynamited or
destroyed” by the IS.

The issue of training in the protec-
tion and conservation of Iraqi
Heritage was also raised by Eric
Gross, Director of “L’Institut
National du Patrimoine” and
Alessandra Peruzzetto, an archaeol-
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ogist and specialist in the
Programme for Archaeology and the
Middle East.

Among the conclusions of this con-
ference, Philippe Lalliot, an
Ambassador, Permanent
Representative of France at
UNRSCO considered that Iraqi her-
itage “was in great danger”:

“The conflict is also a war against
Culture. We may feel some qualms
about denouncing crimes perpetrat-
ed against the Heritage when even
worse horrors are being committed
against people. When deaths are
counted by the tens of thousands,
should we be preoccupied by “cul-
tural cleaning”? Yes! Fighting
against trafficking, is also fighting
against terrorism and seeing that
“this smuggling does not fuel the
war chest and arms of the terrorist
organisations. (...)

When deaths are counted in tens of
thousands should we be preoccupied
with cultural cleansing? Yes, certainly
yes, because the annihilation of a her-
itage that carries the identity of a peo-
ple and the history of a country is not
just “collateral damage” of secondary
importance that we can get used to.
Indeed, it reflects the same logic as

the wiping out of people. This is
because culture is a powerful incen-
tive to dialogue, which the most
extremist, fanatical and obscurantist
groups work furiously and want to
annihilate”.

The General Director of UNESCO,
Irina Bokova “warned the member
States as a whole and the principal
Museums of the world as well as the
art market” calling for the most
extreme vigilance regarding objects
that could come from the looting of
Iraqi heritage that is taking place.

UNESCO calls on the UN Security
Council to pass “a resolution forbid-
ding any trade in Syrian or Iraqi cul-
tural objects so as to fight against
the illicit traffic”. Irina Bokova also
indicated that UNESCO “shared the
locations and all the relevant infor-
mation with the head quarters of the
air strikes” to protect historic sites
from these air strikes, Mrs. Bokova
pointed out. The Iraqi authorities
have also warned that the IS had
transformed many palaces or
ancient sites to use as bases.

With the capture of Nineveh, the
“Islamic State” has seized over 2000
Iraqi archaeological sites.
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LALISH, Iraq—Pir Said stood reverently barefoot, like all those
in the inner temple sanctuary, on the warm inner stone court-
yard of the holiest shrine in the Yazidi faith, the tomb of Sheikh
Adi in the town of Lalish.

Lalish, in Iraq's northern Kurdish mountains, is to the Yazidis
what Mecca is to Muslims, or what Jerusalem is to followers of the
three great monotheistic faiths: Islam, Christianity, and Judaism.

It is the holiest site of an ancient Kurdish minority faith whose
members have been in flight since early August, scattered by the
tempestuous advance of Islamic State (IS) insurgents into Sinjar, a
majority Yazidi town in northwestern Iraq, and its surroundings.

The Yazidis were propelled into the international spotlight last
month, when tens of thousands fled on foot, climbing into the
imposing but largely barren Sinjar Mountain range to escape IS
militants besieging them at its base.

The United Nations doesn't have a specific figure for the number
of displaced Yazidis, because it is considering Iraqis as a whole and
not differentiating among the country's various religious commu-
nities, a spokesperson said. But it's clear from talking with dis-
placed Yazidis that entire villages have been emptied of their
inhabitants

Yazidi women make their way to a shrine in Lalish. "Our land is
blessed. It is holy. The prophets walked here," said a Yazidi man.
Photograph by Farhad Babaei, laif/Redux

For Yazidis, Exile From Spiritual
Homeland in Iraq Dilutes Ancient Culture

Some are contemplating migration, severing ties to their holy land.
Others want to stay and protect their shrines.

A man prays at the door of the holiest shrine in the Yazidi faith,
the tomb of Sheikh Adi, in the town of Lalish in northern Iraq.

Their plight prompted U.S. President Barack Obama's administra-
tion to try to prevent a humanitarian crisis by delivering food and
water via airdrops by the Iraqi and U.S. air forces, a strategy that
was combined with U.S. airstrikes against IS positions around the
mountain.

Most of the Yazidis who were on the mountain are now in
makeshift camps in the governorate of Dahuk and other parts of
Iraqi Kurdistan. Some 450 displaced families are staying in Lalish.

With the initial emergency over, the news cycle has moved on
from the tragedy of the Yazidis, as it invariably does. But the fate
of this community remains uncertain.

Entire villages have been emptied, their residents left to ponder if
or when they can safely return. Some are contemplating migra-
tion, severing ties to a land they deem holy. Others are determined
to stay and protect their shrines.

SPIRITUAL HEARTLAND

Lalish is safe for now, tucked away in a lush valley enclosed by
gently undulating hills, some sparsely forested, others carpeted
in a dry grass that makes them look like sun-kissed golden waves.

The place is so inconspicuous that it's easy to miss from the main
ribbon of asphalt running alongside it. A left turn takes you to a
small checkpoint manned by Kurdish peshmerga forces guarding
the entrance to the town. On the right, there's a gas flare, its bright
orange flame signposting the energy riches below the soil.

But it's the riches above the soil—the many religious shrines—that
most concern adherents of this ancient faith, which according >
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> to their lore, is at least 6,700 years old.

Pir Said, a black-bearded 37-year-old dressed in baggy white
pants and a loose long-sleeved white shirt, is a "servant of the
house," dedicated to the temple sanctuary. He is one of only 25
people traditionally permitted to live permanently in this holy
town.

He stood in the shade of one of the few mulberry trees—their
thick, gnarled trunks sprouting from the stone floor—whose
sprawling branches shield pilgrims from a merciless sun.

Several children rushed past him, kissing the stone archway
before entering the cool cavernous interior of Sheikh Adi's tomb,
carefully stepping over, but not on, the threshold as tradition dic-
tates.

"I cannot leave Lalish, or live without it," Pir Said said. "People,
whoever they might be, are most present in their own land. When
they leave it, they disappear—they melt into other communities.
We're present here as a community in Lalish. If we leave, we think
we will be weakened."

As with Muslims and Mecca, Yazidis must undertake a pilgrimage
to Lalish at least once in their lifetime if they can, and those who
live in Iraq should do so at least once a year.

The Yazidis are no strangers to persecution. They've endured it at
least 72 times in their history, they say. This episode marks num-
ber 73. Estimates of their numbers range from a million to
700,000 to a few hundred thousand. There's a large Yazidi com-
munity in Germany, and others in North America, Turkey, and
Syria, but most Yazidis live in northern Iraq, in an area radiating
from Lalish.

A RIGID BELIEF SYSTEM

Theirs is not an inclusive community. Yazidis forbid converts
and abide by a strict caste system-a vestige, along with a belief
in reincarnation, of their time in India thousands of years ago—
that prohibits not only marriage with non-Yazidis but also inter-
marriage between the castes. (According to some accounts, the
Yazidis fled from Kurdistan to India long ago, whereas others
claim they originated from there.)

Like the IS adherents who are tormenting them, Yazidis declare
followers they perceive to have strayed from their rigid belief sys-
tem to be infidels.

The distinctive fluted spires of Yazidi shrines are dotted
throughout Lalish and its surroundings.
Photograph by Farhad Babaei, laif/Redux

Yazidi men, women, and children trek toward the safety of
Kurdish-controlled areas with the few possessions they
could carry. Entire Yazidi villages have been emptied of their
residents in the wake of advances by the Islamic State.

Yazidi religion, which blends Zoroastrianism and Mesopotamian
rituals with Christian, Jewish, and Sufi influences, centers around
seven great angels led by Malik Taus (or Tawsi Malik), also known
as the Peacock Angel or, less charitably, Shaytan—Satan.

Unlike members of the three great monotheistic faiths that con-
sider Satan a fallen angel, the Yazidis believe that he was forgiven,
his tears of redemption so voluminous that they extinguished the
fires of hell.

And in the same way that Muslims turn to Mecca to pray, Yazidis
face the sun.

It is for these reasons that IS followers, and others before them,
consider Yazidis devil- and sun-worshipping apostates.

TIED CLOSELY TO THE LAND

The Yazidis' esoteric faith is intricately tied to their land, which
is why their displacement and the prospect of mass migration
cuts deeper even than the pain of losing one's home. Exile threat-
ens to dilute an ancient way of life and the traditions that under-
pin the Yazidi faith.

Every Yazidi, for instance, must be baptized in the water of one of
two sacred springs (which non-Yazidis are forbidden to see), even
if it warrants traveling from overseas, Yazidis say.

Water from the springs is mixed with soil from Lalish to make
balls of mud that are key components of rituals around marriage
and death. During funerals, the soil and water mix is placed in the
eyes, ears, and mouth of the deceased.

A small copper pot full of dirt sits just inside the stone archway of
Sheikh Adi's shrine. It is said that the dirt is collected from the
large marble room with a domed roof where Sheikh Adi lies in a
sarcophagus. Every Yazidi should possess some of the sacred dirt,
according to custom, and carry it with him or her like a talisman.

The coffin is covered in green velvet, and like those of two other
sheikhs in the same enclosure, it is ringed with colorful knotted
scarves, each knot representing a prayer a pilgrim has offered.
Yazidis believe that untying a knot an earlier pilgrim has made
will grant that person his or her wish.

Other rituals too are tied to Lalish and its surroundings, >
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> mainly revolving around festivals, including the new year,
which is celebrated in spring.

Without sacred books, the Yazidis have a rich oral tradition, and
they believe they're descendants of Adam but not of Eve. Some
castes, like the Pirs, are endowed with spiritual healing powers,
they say. The members of Pir Said's family, for instance, are con-
sidered headache healers.

"Faith is in your heart. You don't need to be close to here to have
it, but for sure if you're closer to these areas, you feel it more
strongly," said Zaid Jamah, a 33-year-old sitting in the shade on the
stone floor in another part of the shrine complex.

A REFUGE FOR THE DISPLACED

Like the several dozen men lounging around him, Jamah had
been displaced from the villages of Bashika and Bahzani, about
30 miles (50 kilometers) south of Lalish and just 15 miles (25 kilo-
meters) from IS-controlled Mosul.

He and his family used to visit the shrine at Lalish every week, but
now they find themselves temporarily living there. Like many of
those around him, Jamah is contemplating his next move. Should
he stay in an Iraq that is fragmenting along ethno-sectarian lines,
in which small minorities like his are feeling squeezed out and per-
secuted? Or should he join his two sisters and their families in
Germany?

"It's bitter. Exodus is bitter, and I'm saying that from here, from a
holy place in Iraq," he said. "I still can't believe that I've left my vil-
lage. Sometimes I wonder: Have I dreamed all this? Has it really
happened?"

Jamah said he doesn't want to live what he considers will be a dif-
ficult life in a non-Yazidi community. "I'd rather be here, living in
a pile of garbage, than overseas. It's exile, a bitter word. Our land,
what can I tell you?" He touched the ground. "Our land is blessed.
It is holy. The prophets walked here. Prophet Adam walked here.
This implores us to stay, even if we don't want to."

Not all of the displaced people gathered around him shared his
views. The IS was a foe that would not easily or soon leave them in
peace, some said. "They kill anybody, even Muslims!" one man
said. "They blow up shrines," said another. "It's not like they're a
party, where you can talk to them."

A school in Turkey becomes a home for this family of Iraqi
Yazidis who crossed the border at Roboski. The Yazidis'
faith is intricately tied to their lands in northern Iraqi, and
many religious rituals are centered around Lalish, in the
northern Kurdish mountains.

Photograph by Yasin Akgul, NarPhotos/Redux

A community uprooted: These Yazidi people, who fled their
homes in Sinjar, wait at a border crossing in August 2014.
Photograph by Adam Ferguson, The New York Times/Redux

Madina, a woman in her 40s who had been listening nearby, inter-
jected: "I'm sorry—I want to leave. What did we see in Iraq except
war and difficulties and terror?" she said. "Our religion is dear to
us. We don't want to lose ourselves in larger, different communi-
ties far from here," she continued, but "we haven't been at peace
here."

"We cannot forsake our shrines," said Safa Sumoo, 40. "If I was
offered all of Europe, even now with this situation we're in, I
wouldn't swap it for a meter of land in Iraq, especially in Bahzani
and Bashika—not a meter. That's how much it means to us."
Arabization

The Yazidis have sustained shattering losses before. At least sever-
al dozen villages, by some accounts many more, were resettled
under former leader Saddam Hussein's Arabization program, in
which he displaced Kurds from their lands and replaced them with
transplanted Arab communities.

"He took our lands not because we were Yazidis but because we
were also Kurds," said Hadi Baba Sheikh, 52, younger brother of
Baba Sheikh, a cleric in his 80s who's the spiritual leader of the
Yazidis. "He took areas that were on the hills. He wanted people on
the plains, where he could see them, not in the hills, where they
could hide."

Kurdish forces reclaimed those Yazidi territories after the fall of
Saddam's regime, in 2003, Hadi Baba Sheikh said.

He knows the dilemma facing his people and the difficulties of liv-
ing far from Lalish. He spent 20 years in Germany with his wife
and six children, returning frequently for religious rituals.

He came back to Iraq several years ago because, he said, he didn't
want to lose his children to a foreign way of life.

"The next generation would not stay Yazidi," he said. "When a
Yazidi migrates, he loses. Yes, my family was far from war, but
when a Yazidi leaves his land..." He paused. "To us, land is part of
God, and I am part of this land, and the land here is blessed. We
will not last without it." m
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Fillon : "Il faut que I'Europe
s'engage contre 1'Etat islamique !"

Francois Fillon a déclaré jeudi, aprés un déplacement a Bagdad, sa volonté de voir la France

participer militairement a une coalition contre les djihadistes.

4 septembre 2014
Par Thibaut Danancher

www.lepoint.fr

rancois Fillon, candidat a la primaire

UMP pour 2017, a déclaré jeudi a Paris
qu'il était "favorable" a ce que la France par-
ticipe "militairement a une coalition" pour
"assurer la protection des communautés en
Irak et pour 'élimination de I'Etat islamique”.
L'ancien Premier ministre a effectué de lundi
a mercredi un déplacement a Bagdad et Erbil,
capitale de la région autonome du Kurdistan,
accompagné des députés UMP Pierre
Lellouche, Valérie Pécresse, Eric Ciotti et Eti-
enne Blanc. "La France a commencé a livrer
des armes aux peshmergas et combattants
kurdes. C'est une bonne décision, elle est
effective, nous 1'avons constaté", mais "il faut
aller plus loin. Il faut que 1'Europe s'engage!"
a affirmé Francois Fillon, lors d'une con-
férence de presse a I'Assemblée.

"Si nous devons participer militairement a
une coalition pour assurer la protection des
communautés en Irak et I'élimination de I'E-

"Al-Qaida était un défi marginal” alors
que U'Etat islamique est "un véritable Etat
terroriste” en train de franchir "toutes les
frontiéres de l'inhumanité et de la barba-
rie”, a dit Frangois Fillon. © JEAN-FRAN

il ajouté en précisant qu'il ne demandait "pas
de forces sur le terrain”, mais ne s'opposerait
"pas a des frappes aériennes". "Je soutiens
l'initiative de Francois Hollande de proposer
une conférence internationale sur 1'Irak qui
permet d'associer les pays qui ont un levier
sur la résolution de cette crise, 1'Iran, la
Turquie, les Etats du Golfe, qui doivent pren-
dre leurs responsabilités, I'Europe, les Etats-

en place "dans les meilleurs délais".

L'ancien Premier ministre et les députés qui
I'ont accompagné, a ses cotés lors de la con-
férence de presse, ont également proposé que
la France prenne l'initiative pour organiser
"immédiatement une conférence des dona-
teurs" et ont lancé "un appel a I'aide d'urgence
au peuple et Eglises de France". Evoquant une
"épuration religieuse", Francois Fillon a rap-
pelé qu'un million et demi d'Irakiens, dont
200 000 chrétiens, avaient fui les atrocités
commises par 1'Etat islamique, nombre d'en-
tre eux étant accueillis au Kurdistan "dans des
conditions désastreuses". Le député de Paris
demande également qu''une plainte soit
déposée devant la Cour pénale internationale
contre les auteurs de crimes et les dirigeants
des Etats qui le soutiennent et les financent",
mais sans préciser de quels Etats il s'agissait.
I a également souhaité "un débat a
I'Assemblée dans les plus brefs délais sur
l'aide de la France et sur sa stratégie en Syrie
et en Irak". "Al-Qaida était un défi marginal”
alors que I'Etat islamique est "un véritable
Etat terroriste” en train de franchir "toutes les

n
. . nis".
tat islamique, nous y sommes favorables", a-t- U

Selon lui, cette coalition doit se mettre

frontiéres de I'inhumanité et de la barbarie", a
dit Francois Fillon.(AFP) &

irak/El:

les livraisons d'armes

aux Kurdes "décisives™ pour inverser
le rapport de forces (Hollande)

Erbil (Irak), 12 sept 2014 (AFP)

LE PRESIDENT FRANGAIS Frangois Hollande a assuré vendredi que les
livraisons d'armes effectuées par la France aux peshmergas kurdes qui combat-
tent les jihadistes de I'Etat islamique (El) dans le nord de I'lrak avaient été "déci-
sives" pour inverser le rapport de forces.

"J'ai décidé d'acheminer les moyens nécessaires, je constate que vous en avez fait le
meilleur usage. Ces livraisons ont été décisives pour inverser le rapport de forces", a
déclaré M. Hollande lors d'une conférence de presse a Erbil avec le président de la
région autonome du Kurdistan irakien, Massoud Barzani.

Au cours des dernieres semaines, la France a livré a "deux-trois" reprises des armes
aux Kurdes irakiens, selon une source francaise.

Frangois Hollande a aussi fait part de son "admiration" pour les peshmergas. "On va
passer a un autre stade. Il'y a une alliance qui s'est constituée et, pour coordonner les
efforts des pays; une conférence contre Daesh (I'Etat islamique) sera organisée (lundi)
a Paris et une délégation des peshmergas irakiens sera présente", a-t-il indiqué.

Frangois Hollande a aussi assuré les Irakiens que les Européens continueraient a aider
les réfugiés.

"Nous allons poursuivre avec I'Europe notre aide aux réfugiés. Nous allons établir un
véritable pont humanitaire et nous allons aussi traiter les cas les plus douloureux des
familles qui ont des liens avec la France qui veulent venir pour un temps se réfugier
auprés de leurs proches", a-t-il dit.

En France, "nous avons pu renforcer I'équipe qui délivre les visas. Le ministére des
Affaires étrangeres a fixé des criteres qui sont simples, c'est justement le lien avec la

Frangois Hollande aux cétés du président de la région
autonome du Kurdistan irakien, Massoud Barzani,
le 12 septembre 2014. (AFP PHOTO | SAFIN HAMED)

France. Mais ils me l'ont dit ces réfugiés, leur volonté c'est de retourner chez eux, 1a ou
ils vivaient il y a quelques mois, quelques semaines”, a ajouté le président frangais.

Le président frangais était allé auparavant a la rencontre de réfugiés chrétiens a Erbil, cap-
itale du Kurdistan autonome, ou des centaines de milliers d'lrakiens ont trouvé refuge
fuyant l'offensive de I'Etat islamique dans le nord de I'rak. Dans la matinée, il s'était
entretenu avec son homologue irakien & Bagdad @
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KURDISTAN REGION
NEWS IN BRIEF

25 KURDS, ARABS AND TURKMEN FOUND
EXECUTED IN SULEIMAN BEG

September 4, 2014

Suleiman Beg: 25 people were found executed in the sub-district of
Suleiman Beg in the Kurdish areas outside Kurdistan aka (Iraqi disputed
areas). PUK (Patriotic Union of Kurdistan) Media reported that Kurds,
Arabs and Turkmenians were among the 25 people whose eyes had been
covered before the execution. The bodies of some victims who couldn't be
identified due to burns on the face were sent to forensic medicine institu-
tion. Kurdish joint forces fully liberated the sub-district of Suleiman Beg
from the control of ISIS militants last Monday morning, September 1. Gangs
calling themselves the Islamic state have committed savage crimes against
humanity in all the areas they have captured as part of the wave of attacks
they launched in South Kurdistan on June 9. firatnews.com | Eurd.net

KIRKUK OIL PRODUCTION DOWN 90
PERCENT, SAYS GOVERNOR

September 5, 2014

Kirkuk: Oil production in Kirkuk in Iraqi Kurdistan region, has decreased
to 30,000 barrels per day since June, down 90 percent from earlier this year,
Kirkuk's governor said Thursday. Najmaldin Karim, Kirkuk’s governor,
attended the "Mapping the Future of Energy" conference in Istanbul, where
he talked about the self-styled militant Islamic State group, or IS, which has
seized the oil refineries of the country. "There have been no exports since
March and the only production in Kirkuk has been the 30,000 barrels per
day from a small refinery and enough gas to get our electrical grid going
since June 8," said Karim. "T don't think there will be exports from Kirkuk to
the Ceyhan pipeline any time soon. It has been sabotaged continuously and
to get it all back would take at least a year or more." Karim said the oil pro-
duced in the refineries since June has been used for domestic consumption
and electricity production in the country....aa.com.tr | Ekurd.net

KIDNAPPED KURDISH YAZDI AND SHIITE
CHILDREN HELD IN MOSUL ORPHANAGE

September 6, 2014

Mosul: Around 100 kidnapped children are being held hostage by Islamist
militants in a Mosul orphanage, sources inside the city told Rudaw.
Multiple sources in the city reported that about 45 Yezidi and 50 Shiite chil-
dren are being held at Dar al-Baraim orphanage in Mosul’s Zuhir quarter.
One of the sources, who spoke on condition of anonymity out of concern for
his safety, said Islamic State (IS) extremists brought the Yezidi and Shiite
children to the orphanage after the group overran the city of Talafar in June
and the town of Shingal in August. The extremists took hundreds of
women, girls and children. “The place is being closely guarded by six IS
militants,” said the source. The orphanage is said to be one of the biggest in
the city run by IS. Ten local Mosul children were originally sheltered there.
The orphanage is run by five local women who worked at the facility before
IS took over Mosul in June. rudaw.net

JOHN KERRY: ISIS WILL BE DESTROYED
WITHIN 3 YEARS

September 6, 2014

U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry on Friday said a growing international
coalition was ready and able to defeat the group calling itself the Islamic
State (also ISIS or ISIL) within three years. We're convinced that in the days
ahead we have the ability to destroy ISIL," Kerry said Friday in Wales,
where he was attending a NATO summit along with U.S. President Barack
Obama. "It may take a year, it may take two years, it may take three years.
But we're determined it has to happen." Kerry's remarks came at the top of
a meeting to build an anti-ISIS coalition among NATO allies. The meeting

was co-chaired by Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel and the U.K.'s foreign
and defense secretaries, and it included top diplomats from a variety of
NATO members. An "all-military aspect,” which Kerry said would include
military support to the Iraqi government. He said there were "obviously
implications about Syria in this," but he didn't specify the military strategy
for that country. At the same time, Kerry made clear that NATO members
would not send any "boots on the ground" at the moment. The U.S. and its
allies would continue to support the Kurdish Peshmerga forces and other
groups in the region willing to confront ISIS, Kerry said. "I think that's a red
line for everybody here — no boots on the ground," he said. "Nevertheless,
there are many ways in which we can train, advise, assist, and
equip."...businessinsider.com | Ekurd.net

KDP LASHES OUT AT KIRKUK
GOVERNOR'S REMARKS

September 7, 2014

Erbil: Barzani's ruling Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) party lashed out
at Kurdish governor of the Iraqi northern province of Kirkuk for asking the
formation of a special political structure in the province. In an international
oil conference in Istanbul, Turkey, Najmaddin Karim said there are Arabs,
Christians and Turkmens not only Kurds and different political structure
should be established in the province, suggesting the structure in Quebec,
Canada. The KDP press chief Mahmoud Muhammad asked Karim in a
statement to “correct his mistake in the conference.” The statement stated
Karim should have asked for a special situation for non-Kurdish residents
in Kirkuk not demanding for a different political structure in Kirkuk or
Slémani (Sulaimaniyah) “as there are Arabs, Turkmens, Chaldeans,
Assyrians and Seryanis in all parts of Kurdistan.” The statement reiterated
that people in Kirkuk have tolerated tough days for the return of the
province to Kurdistan Region. kurdpress.ir | Ekurd.net

PESHMERGA MINISTRY WARNS HADI
AL-AMERI, ASKS FOR APOLOGY

September 7, 2014

Erbil: The Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) ministry of Peshmerga
blamed Badr Organization Chief Hadi al-Ameri and asked him to apologize
for remarks against the Kurdish forces of Peshmerga. Ameri has blamed
Peshmerga for entering the Kurdish-dominated province of Kirkuk and
derided the Kurdish forces by calling them a defeated, illegal and cartoony.
Releasing a statement the ministry said the remarks has shocked the
Kurdish forces as he is well aware that the Kurdish forces has always been
fighting against threats and terrorists and “ he knows very well that
Kurdistan Region has been a secure heaven for Badr forces and offices in the
past decades and Peshmerga forces have always been their supporters.”
The statement further added Ameri should apologize to Kurds, Kurdistan
Region president, KRG, Kurdish local parliament and Peshmerga forces as
he has committed a big crime by uttering the remarks. The ministry has
warned it would file lawsuit against Ameri if he does not apologize. It is
worth mentioning that the KRG spokesman too had denied Ameri’s
demand from the Kurdish forces to leave Kirkuk, adding the president of
the Kurdish region is the only person who can order the withdrawal of the
forces. kurdpress.ir

IRAQI SUNNI BLOC REFUSES TO
PARTICIPATE IN NEW GOVERNMENT

September 8, 2014

Baghdad: The Iraqi Sunni Bloc MP Khalid al-Mafraji affirmed that, the for-
mation of the new government will not include any member from the Sunni
bloc. Al-Mafraji stated that the Iragi National Alliance (INA) did not
respond to their demands in relation to the formation of the next govern-
ment until Sunday, therefore the Sunni bloc decided to abstain from the
next government and will not be represented in to any ministry positions.
Iraqi News

TALKS ON NEW IRAQI GOVERNMENT SNAG
OVER DISPUTED KURDISH TERRITORIES

September 8, 2014

Slémani: Kurdish leaders say that negotiations in Baghdad over forming a
new government have faltered because the new prime minister does not
have a clear plan for disputed northern territories, that the Kurds call their
own. A member of the Kurdish negotiating team in Baghdad said that =
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= one of the main preconditions by the Kurds for joining Iraqi Prime
Minister Haider al-Abadi’s government is that the issue of the disputed ter-
ritories in Kirkuk, Nineveh and Diyala has to be settled within one year.
“The Kurds demand written agreements,” said Khalid Shwani, a negotiator
in Baghdad. “Those areas belong to Kurdistan and Kurds will not sit by
waiting on empty promises,” he declared. Infighting among the factions
delayed the latest vote on Saturday to approve a new government. Talks in
Baghdad on forging a government, which fell through Saturday. The Kurds
have already announced that Article 140, a provision in the Iraqi constitu-
tion over the procedure to settle ownership of the lands, is dead. In June,
and after the takeover of central Iraq by the Islamic State (IS) forces, Kurdish
Peshmergas troops moved into all territories previously held by joint Iraqi
and Kurdish forces. Kurdish leaders, among them President Massoud
Barzani, have vowed they will not withdraw from those
territories...rudaw.net

MAKHMUR RESIDENTS DECIDE TO
RETURN

September 9, 2014

Raniya: The residents of the Makhmur (Maxmur) refugee camp in Iraqi
Kurdistan, who had to flee the camp following attacks by ISIS, have decid-
ed to return to Makhmur after the UNHCR and the local government failed
to keep their promise to find an alternative site for the Makhmur residents.
The camp is still under threat. The inhumane ISIS organisation, that now
calls itself Islamic State (IS), attacked the Makhmur area in early August,
causing the residents of the refugee camp to take refuge in the towns of
Raniya, Hajji Awa and Charqurna for over a month. The refugees are living
in overcrowded conditions in schools and mosques. The camp residents say
the Kurdish government and the UNHCR have made no efforts to improve
their conditions and that they have therefore decided to return to the
Makhmur Refugee Camp, despite the risks involved. The UNHCR and the
local government had promised in the first few days that a new camp
would be built, but this promise is yet to be fulfilled. The Makhmur area,
which is 40 km from Hewlér (Erbil), the capital of the Federal Kurdistan
Region, was attacked by ISIS gangs on 6 August. The residents of the
refugee camp anticipated that massacres might occur and evacuated the
camp before the gangs arrived. On 10 August the camp and the Makhmur
area was liberated by a joint defence force including HPG guerrillas and
militias from Makhmur. firatnews.com

MASSOUD BARZANI ANNOUNCES HIS
SUPPORT FOR ABADI'S GOVERNMENT

September 9, 2014

Erbil: Kurdistan region President Massoud Barzani called Iraqi Prime
Minister Haider Abadi Tuesday to congratulate him as the new Prime
Minister of Iraq and wished him success, Kurdistan presidency KRP web-
site reported. The statement said "In their telephone conversation, they dis-
cussed the unanimous decision by Kurdistan's political sides to participate
in the new government, and both sides emphasized the need for all parties
to work together to save the country from the current security and political
crises.” the statement added" They both concurred that there is a good
opportunity for joint work to ensure that the mistakes of the previous gov-
ernment are not repeated, and that the conditions and demands of the
Kurdish side are met. They also agreed to work together to restore stability
in the country and defeat terrorists." Ekurd.net

KURDISTAN: SALARIES OF THE REGION’S
STAFF CRISIS WILL BE RESOLVED WITHIN
TWO WEEKS

September 10, 2014

Baghdad: The member of the negotiating delegation of Kurdistan
announced on Tuesday, that the problem of cutting the salaries of the
region’s staff by Baghdad will be resolved within two weeks according to
pledges of the new Iraqi government, stressing that the salaries of current
September will be sent within a week. The member of the Kurdish delega-
tion, Zana Roustayi said in a statement that “talks on forming a new Iraqi
government, headed by Haidar al-Abbadi witnessed the insistence of
Kurds to send the employees' salaries of the region, noting that there is an
agreement to solve this problem to some extent. He added that “ if Baghdad
committed to the agreement, it must send September salaries to the staff of
the region during a week from taking office, pointing out that during the
same period, the formation of a joint committee will take place between the

region and Baghdad as it is scheduled to resolve the problem of salaries
within two weeks only. On solving the oil problem, he indicated that is like-
ly to solve this problem within one month, especially after the inauguration
of , Adel Abdul Mahdj, to the position of Minister of Oil in the new govern-
ment, who consider himself as a close friend of Kurds, adding that this will
contribute to raise obstacles amid Kurds readiness to take flexible position
to solve problems...shafaaq.com | Ekurd.net

AMERICA AGREES TO SEND IMMEDIATE
MILITARY AID WORTH 25 MILLION
DOLLARS TO IRAQ AND KURDISTAN

September 11, 2014

Washington: According to the memorandum posted on the White House
Web site on the Internet , President Barack Obama agreed to provide
"immediate military assistance” to the Iraqi government and Kurdistan
Regional Government worth $ 25 million to assist in military education and
training. Since the eighth of August, American warplanes have launched air
strikes in Iraq against terrorists of the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria ISIS to
help Iraqi forces and the Peshmerga to restore towns and regions dominat-
ed by ISIS organization since the tenth of last June. US officials say that
Washington is seeking to form an international coalition of Western coun-
tries and the others from the region against ISIS in Iraq and Syria. American
officials want from allies to participate in the attacks on the organization as
well as train and equip Iragi forces and fighters of the Syrian opposition to
provide humanitarian aid and intelligence information, while didn’t identi-
fy tasks to be undertaken by each country in the coalition. shafaaq.com |
Agencies

MOST AMERICANS SUPPORT ARMING
KURDISH PESHMERGA FORCES, AIR
STRIKES AGAINST ISIS: ABC NEWS

September 11, 2014

Washington: A survey conducted by the Washington Post newspaper and
ABC News station revealed that the majority of Americans unprecedented-
ly support American air assaults in Iraq and Syria against the organization
of the Islamic state in Iraq and Syria ISIS because it is considered a “serious”
threat to American interests. The poll emphasized the increasing proportion
of supporters to arm Kurdistan Peshmerga forces in the fight against ISIS.
The poll showed that the majority of Americans believe terrorists of the
Islamic State pose a serious threat to the vital interests of America, and they
support air strikes launched by U.S. aircraft in Iraq and Syria. According to
the survey, 71% of Americans say that they support the air strikes in Iraq in
the index of the increase of the percentage which was up to 54% just three
weeks ago, and less than 45% in June. The survey pointed out that among
those who said that President Barack Obama is very cautious in dealing
with international issues, 82% of them supported the air strikes. 66% of
those, who said that the style of Obama in dealing with the foreign policy is
quite good, support the air strikes. The survey also revealed an increase in
the ratio of supporters to arm the Peshmerga forces in the fight against mil-
itants ISIS. 58% of those who polled supported doing so, compared to the
previous month, which was only 45%. iraqinews.com |
washingtonpost.com

ISRAELI COMMITEE FOR THE HELP OF THE
KURDIAH YAZIDIS FOUNDED IN TEL AVIV

September 12, 2014

Tel Aviv, Israel: Jewish human rights activists have initiated the Commitee
for the Help of the Yazidi Kurds in the Israeli metropolis of Tel Aviv. On
Thursday, the commission held its first press conference. The well-known
Yazidi policy adviser Dr. Mirza Dinnayi as well as the Yazidi activist Elias
Kaseem were invited by the Israeli commitee to address an audience. In his
speech, Dr. Mirza Dinnya stressed the necessity of humaniatrian help, Elias
Kassem pointed out to the history of suffering of both the Jewish and Yazidi
people, stating that both peoples shared the same fate for centuries. The
cofounder of the commitee Uriel Levi said that such as Yazidis, Jews had
been discriminated for a long time too, wherefore Jews were ready to help
Yazidis due to their common history. The commitee which was founded at
the end of last month seeks to approach politicians as well as international
companies located in Israel. Levi also stated that the organization’s partners
from all over the world had been already contacted to provide humanitari-
an assistance. The Comitee for the Help of the Yazidis is a non governmen-
tal organization run by Israeli private persons. ezidipress | Ekurd.net m
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Etat islamique : 'Irak
se félicite du projet
ameéricain de coalition
internationale

Le projet de coalition a commencé a s'esquisser vendredi
en marge du sommet de 1'Otan a Newport, au Royaume-
Uni. Il exclut toutefois 1'envoi de troupes au sol.

6 septembre 2014
www.lepoint.fr

E agdad s'est félicité samedi du projet de
coalition internationale porté par le
président américain Barack Obama contre
I'Etat islamique (EI), le qualifiant de "mes-
sage de soutien fort" a I'Trak, apres des
appels a l'aide répétés. Le projet de coali-
tion a commencé a s'esquisser vendredi en
marge du sommet de 1'Otan a Newport, au
Royaume-Uni.

Face aux avancées des djihadistes début
aolit dans le nord de 1'Irak, poussant a la
fuite des centaines de milliers de personnes
et menacant le Kurdistan, Washington a
commencé a mener des raids aériens contre
leurs positions, en appui aux forces kurdes
et fédérales. Et plusieurs pays occidentaux
ont promis des armes a Erbil, la capitale de
la région autonome kurde.

Mais apres la décapitation par 1'EI du
journaliste américain James Foley, dans
une vidéo diffusée le 19 aofit, les pays occi-
dentaux ont fait part de leur effroi, se disant
encore plus déterminés a éradiquer ce
groupe, auteur d'exécutions, d'enlévements
et de lapidations.

FORCES FEDERALES DEPAS-
SEES

"Nous accueillons favorablement" le
projet de coalition, a dit a I'AFP samedi le
ministre irakien des Affaires étrangeres
Hoshyar Zebari, rappelant que son pays
avait "a plusieurs reprises appelé ses parte-
naires internationaux a l'aide pour faire face
a cette menace dangereuse, non seulement
pour les peuples d'Irak et de la région mais
aussi pour 1'Europe, I'Amérique et les pays
de 1'Otan".

Reconnaissant que les capacités de

Le ministre irakien des Affaires
étrangéres, Hoshyar Zebari

I'Irak face a 1'EI étaient "limitées", il a dit
avoir "besoin de soutien". Devant I'offensive
fulgurante débutée en juin par I'EI au nord
de Bagdad, qui lui a permis de s'emparer de
grands secteurs dans cinq provinces, les
forces fédérales irakiennes se sont en effet
retrouvées completement dépassées.

Excluant une opération terrestre étran-
gere, Hoshyar Zebari a indiqué que les pays
préts a s'engager dans la coalition évo-
quaient "un soutien aérien, une aide tac-
tique, un armement des forces sur le terrain
comme (celui) des peshmergas (combat-
tants) kurdes, des forces de sécurité ira-
kiennes et aussi une aide en matiere de ren-
seignements". A la cléture du sommet de
I'Otan vendredi, le président Obama s'est
dit "confiant dans le fait que les Alliés de
I'Otan et leurs partenaires sont préts a
rejoindre une vaste coalition internatio-
nale".

"PAS DE TROUPES AU SOL"

Les représentants de dix pays (Etats-
Unis, Grande-Bretagne, France, Allemagne,
Italie, Turquie, Pologne, Danemark,
Canada, Australie) s'étaient réunis plus t6t
pour jeter les fondements de cette coalition,

le secrétaire d'Etat américain John Kerry et
le secrétaire a la Défense Chuck Hagel espé-
rant qu'elle puisse voir le jour d'ici a
I'Assemblée générale de 'ONU fin septem-
bre a New York.

Toutefois, les objectifs, la nature et les
contours de cette coalition restent encore a
définir. Pour les participants a la réunion de
vendredi, "la ligne rouge est : pas de troupes
(de combat) au sol", a résumé John Kerry.
Selon les Américains, "pour étre efficace,
elle doit s'articuler autour de plusieurs axes
: soutien militaire a nos partenaires ira-
kiens, stopper le flux des combattants
étrangers, contrer le financement de I'Etat
islamique, traiter la crise humanitaire et
délégitimer son idéologie".

Le Haut-Commissariat de I'ONU pour
les réfugiés estime a 1,8 million le nombre
des Irakiens déplacés par les combats -
impliquant en particulier I'EI - en 2014 en
Irak, dont 850 000 ont fui vers le
Kurdistan. D'autres questions restent en
suspens, en téte desquelles le cas de la Syrie,
ou I'EI s'est emparé de larges zones dans le
nord et l'est en tirant avantage de la guerre
qui la ravage depuis plus de trois ans.

Le groupe a proclamé fin juin I'établis-
sement d'un califat a cheval sur 1'Irak et la
Syrie, et tous les Alliés reconnaissent que la
Syrie fait partie du probleme.

"LA MENACE EST RELATIVE-
MENT IMMEDIATE POUR
L'EUROPE"

Francois Hollande, qui s'est dit prét a
participer a une coalition "dans le respect
du droit international”, a cependant exclu
pour l'heure une action en Syrie, dirigée par
un président Bachar el-Assad dont la 1égiti-
mité n'est pas reconnue par les alliés et qui
pourrait mettre a profit des frappes pour se
renforcer.

Barack Obama a lui-méme reconnu la
semaine derniére que les Ktats-Unis
n'avaient pas encore arrété de stratégie
pour ce pays. La menace de I'Etat islamique
est d'autant plus pressante que les pays
occidentaux redoutent I'exportation sur leur
sol d'actes de terrorisme, I'EI ayant attiré
quelque 2 000 djihadistes européens, selon
les services de renseignement.

"La menace est relativement immédiate
pour I'Europe”, a ainsi déclaré Matthew
Olsen, qui dirige le Centre national de I'an-
titerrorisme américain. Sur le terrain, les
forces kurdes et les miliciens chiites ont
découvert 35 cadavres a Souleimane Bek, au
nord de Bagdad, ville qu'ils ont reprise lundi
a I'El, selon un officier et un médecin. ¢

Londres envoie des
mitrailleuses lourdes aux
forces kurdes en Irak

Londres, 9 septembre 2014 (AFP)

LE MINISTRE de la Défense Michael Fallon a annoncé mardi que le gouvernement bri-
tannique envoyait pour 2 millions d'euros de mitrailleuses lourdes et de munitions
aux forces kurdes d'Irak pour lutter contre les jihadistes de I'Etat islamique (El).

"La livraison doit arriver en Irak mercredi et sera composée de mitrailleuses lourdes et de
munitions", a déclaré le ministre dans un communiqué adressé au parlement britannique.

"Le Royaume-Uni s'est engagé a aider le gouvernement d'lrak”, a-t-il indiqué, précisant que

"le codt total de l'aide est d'environ 1,6 million de livres (2 millions d'euros) plus environ
475.000 livres de frais de transport".

"Les forces kurdes restent nettement moins bien équipées que I'El et nous répondons (a leur
demande d'assistance) pour les aider & se défendre, pour protéger les citoyens et repouss-
er les avancées de I'EI", a-t-il ajouté.

Jusqu'ici, Londres a notamment envoyé en Irak de l'aide humanitaire et des armes
provenant de pays tiers.

Le secrétaire d'Etat américain John Kerry était attendu mardi au Moyen-Orient pour une
offensive diplomatique destinée a établir une large coalition contre I'Etat islamique en Irak,
ou la formation d'un gouvernement d'union souleve I'espoir d'une sortie de la crise politique.

La France, qui arme déja les peshmergas, a quant a elle annoncé mardi qu'elle allait achem-
iner dans les prochains jours dix-huit tonnes d'aide humanitaire a destination de I'lrak. ®
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LES KURDES, UN PEUPLE ECLATE
ENTRE QUATRE PAYS

Par Camille Bordenet
Le Monde.fr
9 septembre

epuis 'offensive fulgurante de

I'Etat islamique (EI) dans le
nord de I'Trak, la question kurde
est plus que jamais d'actualité. Les
peshmergas (soldats du Kurdistan
d'Irak) mais aussi les rebelles du
Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan
(PKK), basé en Turquie et Syrie,
sont en premiére ligne face aux
djihadistes.

Aprés des revers dans les
monts Sinjar et la plaine de
Mossoul, les troupes kurdes,
appuyées par les bombardements
aériens américains et par les
livraisons d'armes venues des
Etats-Unis et d'Europe (France,
Royaume-Uni, Allemagne, Italie
et République tcheque), ont
reconquis des territoires perdus,
notamment le barrage de
Mossoul et la ville d'Amerli.

Qui sont les Kurdes, leur
langue, leur religion ? Quelles
sont les implications régionales
de I'offensive de I'EI sur leur ave-
nir ? Pourraient-il profiter de l'ef-
fondrement de I'Etat irakien pour
accéder a l'indépendance ?

QUI SONT LES KURDES ?

Les Kurdes, qui forment le
plus grand peuple apatride au
monde, sont écartelés entre qua-
tre pays : l'est de la Turquie, le
nord-ouest de 1'Iran, le nord de
I'Trak et l'est de la Syrie. Une
importante diaspora kurde est
également présente dans les pays
de l'ex-URSS, en Europe, aux
Etats-Unis et en Australie.

Si le terme Kurdistan — litté-

Le Kurdistan irakien fait figure de havre de paix, avec un dévelop-

ralement « pays des Kurdes » —
est régulierement employé, le
Kurdistan en tant qu'Etat unifié
aux frontiéres internationale-
ment reconnues n'existe pas.

COMBIEN SONT-ILS ?

Parce qu'aucun des quatre
pays n'a fait de recensement sur
sa population kurde, on ne
connait pas leur nombre exact,
mais les estimations oscillent
entre 20 et 40 millions, le chiffre
de 35 millions étant le plus sou-
vent avancé.

Selon I'Institut kurde de
Paris, ils seraient 15 millions en
Turquie (soit 20 % de la popula-
tion du pays), 6 a 7 millions en
Iran (de 8 % a 10 % de la popula-
tion), 2 millions en Syrie (9 % de
la population) et 5 millions en
Irak (22 % de la population).
Mais concernant I'Irak, le gouver-
nement central se base sur des
estimations (17 %) inférieures a
celle du Gouvernement régional
du Kurdistan.

QUELLES SONT LEURS

Selon le Haut-Commissariat pour les réfugiés des Nations unies
(HCR), la seule région du Kurdistan, dans le nord de I'Irak, abrite

RELIGIONS ?

Comme le souligne Kendal
Nezan, directeur de 1'Institut
kurde de Paris :

« Chez les Kurdes, le
ciment de l'identité n'est pas
la religion mais la langue et
la culture. »

La grande majorité des
Kurdes est musulmane sunnite
(80 %), « bien que ce sunnisme
differe quelque peu de celui des
Arabes et des Turcs », précise le
spécialiste. Le reste des Kurdes
de confession musulmane se par-
tagent entre le chiisme et l'alé-
visme, une dissidence du chiisme
tres vivace en Turquie. Le cas des
Kurdes d'Iran est intéressant :
deux tiers d'entre eux suivent le
rite sunnite. Ces derniers consti-
tuent donc une double minorité,
ethnique et religieuse, ce qui fait
d'eux la cible de persécutions
récurrentes de la République isla-
mique.

Les Kurdes chrétiens se divi-
sent entre catholiques, assyriens,
chaldéens et syriaques. Au
Kurdistan d'Irak, les chrétiens
sont estimés a quelque 150 000.

De nombreux Kurdes se
réclament aussi du yézidisme,
une religion dérivée du zoroas-
trisme. Ils seraient environ 500
000 au Kurdistan irakien, 150
000 en Syrie et 100 000 en
Turquie. Une petite communauté
de Kurdes shabak (adeptes d'un
syncrétisme dérivé du chiisme et
du yézidisme) vit aussi dans le
nord de 1'Irak (60 000 per-
sonnes).

Enfin, alors que les Kurdes
comptaient une communauté
juive de 25 000 personnes, tous
se sont exilés dans les années

1949-1950 en Israél.

QUELLES SONT LEURS
LANGUES ?

Le Kurde comme langue et
comme écriture n'est pas unifié.
Les Kurdes ont deux dialectes
principaux, différents mais
proches et compréhensibles 1'un
par l'autre :

® le kurmandji, principal
ensemble linguistique kurde, sur-
tout parlé dans le Nord, en
Turquie et Syrie principalement,
mais aussi dans le nord du
Kurdistan d'Trak et du Kurdistan
d'Tran

® le sorani, un dialecte qui
s'écrit en alphabet arabe. Il est
surtout parlé dans le sud du
Kurdistan d'Trak et d'Iran.

A QUAND REMONTE
L'IDEE DE KURDISTAN ?

Le Kurdistan est une idée tres
ancienne qu'on peut faire remon-
ter au Xe siécle, avec 1'apparition
des premieres principautés
kurdes indépendantes. « Une
chose est siire, selon Kendal
Nezan, le sentiment d'apparte-
nance a un peuple distinct, la
conscience de la kurdité et du
Kurdistan est trés ancienne chez
les Kurdes, qui sont une popula-
tion autochtone du Proche-
Orient et qui se considérent
comme les descendants des
Medes [peuple voisin des Perses]
de I'Antiquité. »

En 1596, le monumental
ouvrage Charafnameh ou les
fastes de la nation kurde consacre
pour la premiére fois 1'idée d'un
peuple kurde cherchant son
unité. « Au XVlIe siécle, 1'idée de
I'indépendance est donc déja 1a,
explique Kendal Nezan. Ensuite,
la concrétisation par les guerres
commence en 1806, avec le pre-
mier soulévement pour l'indé-
pendance du Kurdistan, et n'a pas
cessé depuis. »

Au lendemain de la premiere
guerre mondiale, les Alliés redes-
sinent les frontieres sur les ruines
de I'Empire ottoman : Kurdes,
Arabes, Assyriens et Arméniens
se voient promettre des Etats
indépendants ou des foyers natio-
naux, souvent sur les mémes ter-
ritoires. Le traité de Sevres, signé
en 1920, promet ainsi un « terri-
toire autonome des Kurdes »
dans le sud-est de 1'Anatolie. =
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= Des promesses bafouées a
peine trois ans plus tard par le
traité de Lausanne : les Kurdes
se voient ainsi répartis entre la
Turquie, 1'Tran, la Syrie (alors
sous protectorat francais) et
1'Trak (sous protectorat britan-
nique).

Deés 1924, une vague d'insur-
rections des Kurdes voit le jour
en Turquie, avant de s'étendre
aux pays voisins. En 1927, la
République d'Ararat est procla-
mée dans la province turque
d'Agri : elle ne fut jamais recon-
nue et l'armée turque en vint a
bout définitivement en 1931.

De 1925 a 2003, les Kurdes
d'Trak ont été en guerre quasi
permanente contre |'Etat central.
Et, face a la négation de leur
identité par des Etats répressifs
et centralisateurs, des mouve-
ments d'indépendance naissent
dans chaque pays de la région : le
Parti démocratique du Kurdistan
en Irak en 1946, le Parti démo-
cratique du Kurdistan en Iran en
1945 ainsi que plusieurs partis
en Turquie.

En 1946, I'éphémere
République de Mahabad est pro-
clamée pendant quelques mois
dans l'ouest de I'Iran. A la fin de
la méme année, son président,
Qazi Muhammad, est capturé et
exécuté par l'armée iranienne.
Son bras droit, le leader kurde
irakien Moustapha Barzani, s'en-
fuit dans son fief d'Erbil.

ONT-ILS ETE PERSECU-
TES ?

Le sentiment national s'est
vu renforcé par une persécution
et une répression importantes :
interdiction de leur langue, de
leurs coutumes, de leurs associa-
tions et de leurs partis, change-
ment de leurs prénoms, arabisa-
tion de leurs villages, créations
de ceintures de population non
kurdes pour les fragmenter,
déportations, emprisonnements,
tortures, voire génocide — méme
si le terme reste discuté — a
Hallabja en 1988, ou le régime
de Saddam Hussein a tué
quelque 5 000 personnes en
usant de gaz.

Toutefois, la lutte des Kurdes
est handicapée par leur éclate-
ment géographique et leur dispa-
rités politiques et culturelles. Les
Kurdes demeurent conscients
que la communauté internatio-
nale est hostile a leur projet
indépendantiste par soucis de
respecter les frontieres héritées
de l'ordre colonial. En témoigne
I'échec du PKK qui avait tenté,
durant les années 1980, de faire
émerger a nouveau, par la lutte
armée, l'idée d'un grand
Kurdistan. Depuis, la seule expé-
rience qui ait fait ses preuves est
plus modeste : I'autonomie, avec
I'exemple irakien.

LE KURDISTAN IRA-
KIEN, UN EXEMPLE ?

De 1991 a 2003, le Kurdistan
irakien, protégé par la couver-
ture aérienne garantie par
I'ONU, a bénéficié d'une quasi-
indépendance de fait. Apres la
chute de Saddam Hussein en
2003 et l'invasion américaine,
les Kurdes irakiens ont réussi a
s'unir pour obtenir la mise en
place, dans la Constitution, d'un
statut fédéral.

Le Gouvernement régional
du Kurdistan (GRK), présidé par
Massoud Barzani, dispose d'une
importante force armée, les
peshmergas, les gardes régio-
naux kurdes, forte de 190 000
hommes. De son coOté, 1'armée
irakienne n'est pas autorisée a
pénétrer en territoire kurde et
les autorités kurdes se passent
désormais de 1'accord de Bagdad
pour passer des contrats pétro-
liers avec des compagnies étran-
geéres et exporter directement
leur brut en direction de la
Turquie.

Le GRK est une réussite
exemplaire aux yeux de tous les
Kurdes. « L'ensemble du peuple
kurde est trés fier de cette résur-
rection. Et c'est d'autant plus un
exemple que cela semblait étre
une cause désespérée au vu du
champ de ruines qu'était 1'Trak
en 1991 », analyse Kendal Nezan.
Exemplaire pour tous les
Kurdes, cette expérience histo-
rique a permis aux Kurdes de

Une affiche du président de la région autonome du Kurdistan ira-

réaliser que la solution la plus
viable n'était pas forcément I'in-
dépendance mais I'autonomie de
chaque minorité kurde dans le
cadre des quatre Etats existants,
en vue d'une union future.

QUELS SONT LEURS
PRINCIPAUX PARTIS ?

1l existe une myriade de par-
tis politiques kurdes répartis
dans les quatre pays. Rien qu'en
Syrie, on en compte dix-sept.
Certains ont une influence qui
dépasse largement les frontieres.
Ainsi le PKK (Turquie), classé
comme organisation terroriste
par les Etats-Unis et 1'Union
européenne, possede des «
filiales » dans chaque Kurdistan
: en Syrie avec le Parti de I'union
démocratique (PYD), en Iran
avec le Parti pour une vie libre au
Kurdistan (PJAK) et en Irak avec
le PCKD, une petite formation.

En Irak, les deux principales
formations kurdes sont le Parti
démocratique du Kurdistan
(PDK), dirigé par Massoud
Barzani, fils de Moustapha
Barzani, chef historique du mou-
vement national kurde et actuel
président du GRK. Il est princi-
palement implanté a Erbil.
Souleimanyeh est la place forte
de 1'Union patriotique du
Kurdistan (UPK), fondée par
Jalal Talabani, le président de
I'Trak de 2005 a 2014.

Aujourd'hui gravement
malade, M. Talabani est soumis
a la concurrence de plus en plus
forte du mouvement Gorran. Le
PDK de Barzani entretient de
bonnes relations avec le premier
ministre et futur président de la
Turquie, Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
alors que le PKK est en guerre
contre Ankara. L'UPK est, quant
a lui, proche de I'Iran.

QUELLES SONT LEURS
AMBITIONS ?

Avec la contre-offensive des
peshmergas d'Irak et du PKK
face aux djihadistes de I'EL, les
Kurdes s'imposent comme un

acteur dont l'armée irakienne et
les Etats-Unis ne peuvent se pas-
ser.

Début juillet 2014, Massoud
Barzani a annoncé la tenue d'un
référendum pour 1'indépen-
dance. Mais face au tollé interna-
tional et aux protestations des
Etats-Unis et de 1'Allemagne
notamment, le leader kurde
pourrait vouloir étendre son ter-
ritoire en ne restituant pas au
gouvernement irakien les terres
conquises sur I'EI, dont une part
importante, riche en pétrole, est
disputée par Bagdad et Erbil.
Selon Kendal Nezan, c'est un
leurre de penser que l'indépen-
dance est la priorité du GRK :

« Les Kurdes d'Irak ne
réclameront leur indépen-
dance que si le pouvoir cen-
tral les y pousse en ne fai-
sant aucune concession. Je
pense qu'ils vont profiter de
la redistribution des cartes
pour négocier plus d'auto-
nomie et de territoires
riches en ressources. Ils ont
de toute facon suffisam-
ment de ressources écono-
miques et militaires pour
Jfaire pression : si les autori-
tés centrales n'acceptent

pas, ils menaceront de
déclarer leur indépen-
dance. »

Toutefois, les ambitions de
Massoud Barzani se heurtent
aussi a celles du PKK, qui a pro-
fité de la guerre civile en Syrie
pour installer un embryon d'Etat
au Kurdistan syrien, avant d'en-
trer en Irak pour combattre, lui
aussi — et souvent plus efficace-
ment que les peshmergas — la
menace djihadiste. Les Kurdes
disposent désormais de deux lea-
dership et de deux modéles para-
étatique concurrents : l'autono-
mie pétroliere, paternaliste et
clanique du Kurdistan d'Trak ; et
I'indépendance de facto, laique,
autoritaire et socialiste du
Kurdistan syrien. m
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Why the U.S.
backed the Kurds

By Morgan L. Kaplan
September 9, 2014
www.washingtonpost.com

he initiation of military support for

Iraq’s Kurds and airstrikes in northern
Iraq have marked an important turn in U.S.
foreign policy. Although military support
for the Kurdistan Regional Government
(KRG) remains limited, arming the Kurds
represents a serious change in U.S.-Kurdish
relations and appears to conflict with pre-
vious U.S. policy in Iraq. In particular,
direct military and political support for the
KRG will strengthen Irbil’s position vis-a-
vis the central government in Baghdad, and
thus may perpetuate the process of political
fragmentation unfolding in Iraq. How do we
account for this new shift in U.S. policy
toward Iraqi Kurdistan?

This summer, I was in Iraqi Kurdistan
studying how the Kurdish liberation move-
ment has used international diplomacy to
solicit third-party support over the past four
decades. While in the Kurdish capital of
Irbil from June through the onset of U.S.
airstrikes in early August, I had the oppor-
tunity to research Kurdish appeals for exter-
nal support at a time of momentous change
in both Kurdish foreign policy and interna-
tional aid to the region.

Some analysts believe that concerns over a
humanitarian crisis motivated the shift in
U.S. policy to arm the Kurds, while others
argue that the Islamic State had simply
become an unbearable threat to U.S. inter-
ests in the region. It seems clear that
humanitarian concerns were an important
factor in U.S. decision-making, along with
the revelation that the Islamic State was
comparatively more powerful and menacing

An Iraqi Kurdish
pesh merga fighter
on the front line in

Khazer, 40 kim West
of Irbil, August 14,
2014. (AFP
PHOTO/SAFIN
HAMED/Getty
Images)

to Kurdish forces than in the months pre-
ceding. However, the Islamic State offensive
through northwest Iraq had already
wrought humanitarian disaster long before
the attacks on Yazidis in Sinjar in early
August, and fears over the Islamic State
were just as real in mid-June as today.
Others have pointed to the threat to U.S. oil
and business interests in Irbil — an argu-
ment that carries serious weight, but likely
does not capture the core of U.S. decision-
making.

nstead, what appears to have changed

between mid-June and early August was
a newfound alignment of Kurdish and U.S.
interests in Iraq. From the Kurdish stand-
point, fears of further setbacks at the hands
of the Islamic State made the Kurds increa-
singly willing to ally with Baghdad and shift
their military strategy from defending
Kurdistan to crushing the broader threat to
Iraq by the Islamic State. Once the front line
against the Islamic State shifted from
Baghdad to Irbil and Iraqi forces began
cooperating with the Kurds, arming the
Kurds was no longer a break from U.S. inte-
rests to preserve a stable and united Iraq.
Instead, the Kurds had become integral to
saving Baghdad.

This argument finds support in the growing
literature on third-party support for rebel
groups, which cites the alignment of the
third-party and armed group’s strategic
objectives as one of the critical factors
behind external support. Effective market-
ing and diplomacy by these groups are ways
in which they make such strategic overlap
known to potential sponsor states.
Therefore, changing strategic goals and
Kurdish framing of those goals may have
contributed to the United States’ decision to
directly support the pesh merga.

Based on the existing literature and my

experiences in Iraqi Kurdistan, the origins
of U.S. support for the Kurds lie in the
Islamic State’s Aug. 3 assault on Sinjar. The
attack and subsequent events allowed for
the convergence of U.S.-Kurdish interests,
as well as a noticeable change in how the
Kurds framed their pitch for external sup-
port.

Prior to the August assault, Kurdish
appeals to the West were based on the
following argument: Kurdistan is a uniquely
strong, stable, and democratic house in a
militarily weak, unstable and authoritarian
neighborhood. Since Iraqi fragmentation is
inevitable and Kurdistan is the only viable
(and importantly, pro-American) political
entity in Iraq, then the United States should
support Kurdish defensive positions and
aspirations. Furthermore, an independent
Kurdistan — bolstered by the necessary
funds and arms — could serve as a modera-
ting force or buffer state in the region. One
Kurdish official — prior to the attack on
Sinjar — used the term “positive neutrality”
to describe Kurdistan’s pitched foreign
policy.

However, this appeal by the Kurds did not
offer what the United States needed at the
time: An ally on the ground to help combat
the Islamic State and keep the Iraqi state
from further disintegration. Instead of
declaring war on the Islamic State, the
Kurds attempted to justify what was for
them a wise policy: To fill emerging power
vacuums, dig in their defenses and try to
avoid being sucked into direct confrontation
with any of the belligerents. The policy had
been prudent from the Kurdish standpoint
but appeared uncooperative from a U.S.
perspective. Not only was the most effective
fighting force in Iraq pledged to the side-
lines (although Kurdish forces did engage
with the Islamic State on nearly a daily basis
along its borders), but fresh announce-
ments from KRG President Masoud Barzani
that the Kurds would begin the process of
formalizing independence were viewed as
contributing to Iraq’s political unraveling.
Thus, at this point, it is not surprising that
despite the Kurds best diplomatic efforts,
their appeals for Western support largely
came up empty.

he fresh IS offensive in early August ini-

tiated a convergence of U.S. and
Kurdish goals, as well as a change in the
Kurdish pitch for support. The fall of Sinjar
was a military and psychological surprise in
Kurdistan. Not only did the attack mark the
first time that Kurdish-held territory was
ceded to the Islamic State, it also seemingly
shattered the narrative of Kurdistan’s neu-
trality and (most importantly) invincibility.
Responding to the bold assault, Kurdish
officials immediately proclaimed a declara-
tion of war on the Islamic State and called
for external assistance in Kurdistan’s for-
ward assault. In subsequent meetings I had
with Kurdish officials that week, the =
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iz narrative of Kurdish strategic goals was
no longer one of active defense, but of
offense.

As attempts to reclaim territory proved to be
more difficult than anticipated, media out-
lets announced that Irbil would begin work-
ing with Baghdad to counter the Islamic
State. Kurdish pesh merga (and less publicly,
PKK forces) would assault the Islamic State
from the ground, while the Iraqi air force
would provide aerial support. The Kurds
would become the centerpiece of a new
cross-regional military strategy to defeat the
Islamic State in Iraq. Both the Kurds’ will-
ingness to cooperate with Baghdad, and the
view that helping the pesh merga meant
helping Iraq as a whole created a window of
opportunity for the United States to support
the Kurds without completely undermining
its preferences for a stable, centralized Iraq.
For the time-being Irbil and Baghdad would
ally, but this time it was Irbil, not Baghdad
that would hold the “center of gravity.”

The second — and more critical — shock came
only a few days after the loss of Sinjar, when
reports surfaced that the Islamic State was
advancing on Irbil and surrounding cities.
Although few in Irbil feared that the Islamic
State forces could reach the city limits — let
alone enter Irbil — the assault threatened to
knock the new military alliance off-balance.
It is unclear what was discussed among U.S.
and Kurdish officials during this critical
time, but at least publicly, the tone of
Kurdish appeals had changed. The Kurds
were no longer asking for weapons to protect
their neutral enclave. Instead, they were ask-
ing for support to avert a humanitarian cri-
sis, and more importantly, to defeat the
Islamic State as a threat to both Kurdish and
U.S. interests. It was at this point — after a
rapid convergence of U.S.-Kurdish interests
and the subsequent threat to those interests

— that the United States decided to directly
support the Kurds, despite weeks of reluc-
tance.

.S. fears that Irbil would use its new

position of power to further destabilize
Iraq were likely assuaged by the belief that
such actions would be equally detrimental to
stability in Kurdistan. Although appearing
counter-intuitive at first, Kurdish politicians
are able to discuss Kurdish autonomy and
the need to build a strong Iraq in one breath.
The logic is rather simple and has been dis-
cussed in some detail. The Kurds are acutely
aware that they live in a dangerous neighbo-
rhood. One of the best ways to create a suc-
cessful transition away from Iraq is to ensure
that Iraq — which shares Kurdistan’s longest
border - is internally secure and unthreate-
ned by an independent Kurdistan. Of course,
it is extremely unlikely that Baghdad would
ever support Kurdish independence.
However, a stable and democratic Iraq —
especially one whose leaders are conscious of
the Kurds’ contribution to its success —
would be less likely to go to war over the
split. (The intuitions behind this strategy are
consistent with contemporary research on
what makes states more or less likely to
resist secession). Furthermore, the Kurds see
Iraqi federalism as the logical intermediary
step before outright independence. As such,
the Kurds have likely assured Western
backers that they would not use increasing
military aid to destabilize Iraq but to streng-
then it.

An important counter-factual to consider is
whether the United States would have pro-
vided arms to the pesh merga and carried out
airstrikes in Iraqi Kurdistan if Irbil had not
become central to Iraq’s general security
only days prior, or if it had not changed its
pitch for support to align with U.S. interests
in the region. For example, one could point

to the general effectiveness of Kurdish lobby-
ing in Washington as an independent source
of success. The Kurds do indeed have a well-
established network of lobbyists, public rela-
tions firms and political allies in
Washington, as well as seasoned diplomats
who are familiar with the city’s political ter-
rain. However, it is unlikely that such power-
ful lobbying alone would have been effective
in the absence of the new strategic alignment
between Irbil and the United States, and the
subsequent change in Kurdish framing. After
all, the Kurdish lobbying network has been
in place for years but was unable to persuade
a change in policy in the weeks and months
prior.

Although details of the decision-making
process remain limited, the onset of direct
support for the Kurds on Aug. 7 is indeed a
significant event and will likely alter the
landscape of Iraqi politics for years to come.
The main question that remains is how this
policy change will affect the Kurdish strategy
for independence if the Islamic State is effec-
tively neutralized in Iraq. Will the Kurds
reclaim their position as king-makers and
power-brokers in a post-Nouri al-Maliki
Iraq, or will they emerge from the crisis
ready to proclaim an independent state?
Despite the real hardships that continue to
face Kurds and Iraqis alike, the Kurds have
largely gained from the political crisis and
most Iraqi Kurds agree that the time has
never been riper to complete their path to
independence. It is unclear if the United
States will support future Kurdish aspira-
tions, but for now the Kurds have won the
type of assistance they have long sought. m

Morgan L. Kaplan is a PhD candidate in polit-
ical science at the University of Chicago. A
Project on Middle East Political Science
(POMEPS) travel grant contributed to the
research for and writing of this article.

Irak : Merkel justifie
I'envoi d'armes par

]
les menaces sur I'Europe
Berlin, 1 septembre 2014 (AFP)

LA CHANCELIERE ALLEMANDE Angela Merkel a justifié lundi I'envoi d'armes aux

Kurdes du Nord de I'lrak par les menaces que font peser les jihadistes de I'Etat
islamique "sur I'Europe et I'Allemagne”, au cours d'une session extraordinaire du
Bundestag.

Dans un discours aux députés, la chanceliére a affirmé que "la terreur que font régner (les
islamistes) ne peut nous laisser indifférends". Elle déstabilise dangereusement toute la
région, ce qui "a également des conséquences sur I'Europe et I'Allemagne”, a-t-elle dit,
ajoutant : "nos propres intéréts sécuritaires sont menacés".

La chanceliére a évoqué les quelque 400 Allemands partis rejoindre les rangs des jihadistes
en Syrie et en Irak, affirmant qu'il fallait "craindre que ces combattants ne reviennent un
jour"

Selon la chanceliere, le fait d'aider militairement un camp dans un conflit - ce que
I'Allemagne se refuse généralement & faire - doit s'apprécier au cas par cas : "On a parfois
besoin de moyens militaires pour pouvoir revenir a une solution politique”, a-t-elle dit, esti-
mant que I'lrak se trouvait justement dans ce type de situation.

"Nous avons maintenant 'occasion de sauver la vie des gens et d'empécher de nouveaux
massacres de masse, nous devons saisir cette occasion", a-t-elle insisté.

Selon le ministere allemand de la Défense, trois livraisons comprenant notamment 30 sys-

temes de missiles antichar, 16.000 fusils d'assaut et 8.000 pistolets, doivent étre faites aux
combattants kurdes.

Par ailleurs, I'Allemagne envisage de former pendant une semaine un petit groupe de com-
battants peshmergas a Iutilisation de ses missiles antichar, sur son propre territoire, en
Baviére (sud). Dans un premier temps, il s'agirait, selon un porte-parole du ministere de la
Défense, d'accueillir cing combattants mais d'autres pourraient suivre, a-t-il ajouté.

La décision d'envoyer des armes en Irak a été soutenue par une large majorité au
Bundestag,lors d'un vote a main levée sans valeur contraignante.

Les groupes de la coalition gouvernementale (conservateurs de la CDU/CSU et sociaux-
démocrates du SPD) qui disposent de 504 siéges sur 631, ont voté pour.

Seul le groupe de la gauche radicale Die Linke et une majorité du groupe des Verts ont voté
contre

Au cours du débat qui a suivi le discours de Mme Merkel, le chef des Verts au Bundestag,
Anton Hofreiter, a critiqué une décision dangereuse, en raison des incertitudes sur leur des-
tination. "Personne ne peut contréler ou ces armes vont finalement atterrir et quel objectif
elles vont servir", a-t-il estimé.

De son cdté, le patron du groupe social-démocrate, Thomas Oppermann, a affirmé vouloir
"veiller a ce que I'aide humanitaire dans cette région soit toujours sensiblement plus élevée
que l'aide en armements".

La majorité des Allemands s'oppose aux livraisons d'armes. Une enquéte d'opinion de
I'Institut Infratest pour le compte de la chaine de télévision publique ARD montrait vendredi
que 60% des sondés partageait cet avis.

Ce vote était de toute fagon symbolique car 'autorisation du Bundestag n'est pas néces-
saire tant qu'il n'est pas question d'envoyer des troupes. ®
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Hollande en visite au Kurdistan,
une premiere historique

Le chef de I'Etat était en Irak aujourd'hui et il a fait étape a Erbil, dans le Kurdistan irakien.
Une premiere pour un chef de I'Etat francais.

Par Christophe Boltanski
tempsreel.nouvelobs.com
12 septembre 2014

Les mots sont chaleureux, les gestes
encore plus. Une fois terminée leur
conférence de presse, Frangois Hollande et
Massoud Barzani s'embrassent, conscients
de l'importance du moment. Méme réduite
a trois grosses heures, la visite est histo-
rique. Pour la premiere fois, un chef de
1'Etat francais foule le sol du Kurdistan ira-
kien. Bien plus qu'une région autonome,
son hote dirige un pays en devenir, doté
d'un drapeau, d'un aéroport international et
d'une armée, les peshmergas, en premiere
ligne face aux djihadistes de Daech, I'Etat
islamique.

Pour des raisons de sécurité, 1'étape
d'Erbil, n'a été révélée qu'a la dernicre
minute. Les drapeaux noirs de 1'Etat
islamique flottent & une cinquantaine de
kilométres de 1a, au pied d'une colline
recouverte d'une herbe séche. En 1992, la
premiére dame de France, Danicle
Mitterrand, et Bernard Kouchner, alors
ministre de la Santé et de 'Action human-
itaire, avaient, ici méme, réchappé de peu
a un attentat monté par les services de
Saddam Hussein. A 1'époque, Erbil n'était
qu'une bourgade poussiéreuse, une
enclave assiégée qui ne devait son exis-
tence qu'a un parapluie aérien occidental
mis en place grace aux efforts de la diplo-
matie francaise.

"Votre visite vient couronner une relation
historique entre le Kurdistan et le peuple
francgais", déclare Massoud Barzani, revé-
tu de son éternel costume de peshmerga,
a Francois Hollande. Un lien surtout avec
les Mitterrand qui ont chacun une place a
leur nom dans la ville et avec leur suc-
cesseur.

"Quand Daech a lancé son offensive, le
président Hollande a été le premier
dirigeant occidental a annoncer une
livraison d'armes aux Kurdes. C'est lui
qui a entrainé les autres Européens",

Francois Hollande aux cotés du président de la région autonome du Kurdistan
irakien, Massoud Barzani, le 12 septembre 2014. (SAFIN HAMED / AFP)

souligne Frédéric Tissot, 'ancien consul
général de France a Erbil, ex "french doc-
tor" et vieil ami du peuple kurde, venu
spécialement assister a 1'événement.

"UN VERITABLE PONT AERIEN
HUMANITAIRE"

"Cette aide militaire, nous allons 1'intensi-
fier", promet Hollande, sans fournir
davantage de détail. La France est bel et
bien engagée dans cette nouvelle guerre
d'Trak, comme le prouve la présence dans
sa délégation de Jean-Yves Le Drian, son
ministre de la Défense, et de Benoit Puga,
son chef d'état major particulier. Mais sur
la nature de cet engagement, le président
reste tres discret. A Bagdad, comme a
Erbil, il est venu surtout préparer sa con-
férence internationale sur la "paix et la
sécurité" en Irak qu'il accueillera lundi a
Paris. A l'occasion de ce sommet, une
stratégie doit étre arrétée contre Daech.

La France devrait participer aux frappes
aériennes contre 1'Etat islamique avec ses
dix chasseurs bombardiers basés a Abou
Dabi, aux Emirats arabes unis. Mais lim-
itera-t-elle ses tirs au seul territoire
irakien ou, a l'instar des Etats-Unis, les
étendra-t-elle a la Syrie voisine dont les

provinces orientales de Raqqa et de Deir
ez-Zor sont devenues des sanctuaires
pour les djihadistes ? Quelques 250
forces spéciales francaises pourraient étre
prochainement déployées sur le terrain,
selon Europe 1, afin de localiser les cibles
et de guider les avions de la coalition.

Francois Hollande a atterri en méme
temps qu'un avion cargo, attendu depuis
une semaine, transportant 15 tonnes
d'aides. D'autres livraisons suivront. Le
président frangais promet de "créer un
véritable pont aérien humanitaire" avec
une région qui, depuis l'offensive des dji-
hadistes, abrite des centaines de milliers
de déplacés chrétiens ou Yézidis.

A Saint-Joseph, une église chaldéenne
transformée, comme bien d'autres, en
camp de toile, il a été accueilli par une
pancarte : "Nous demandons l'asile de la
France. Sauvez-nous." Des visas pour
l'instant accordés au compte goutte. A
peine une cinquantaine, malgré un ren-
forcement du personnel consulaire sur
place. Ils ne seront accordés, a précisé
Hollande, qu'a ceux qui peuvent prouver
"un lien avec la France". 0
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QUI SE BAT EN SYRIE ET EN IRAK ?

Jihadistes, Peshmergas, milices chiites, rebelles anti-Assad, armées réguli¢res et méme soldats
étrangers : de multiples forces se battent en Irak et Syrie.

lorientlejour.com
OLJ/AFP
17 / septembre / 2014

JIHADISTES

Sunnites, ils combattent en Syrie dirigée par
des alaouites (branche du chiisme) et en Irak
ou les chiites sont au pouvoir. La CIA vient
d'estimer a "entre 20 000 et 31 500" les forces
dans ces deux pays de l'Etat islamique (EI),
principal groupe jihadiste, soit le triple de sa
précédente estimation.

L'Observatoire syrien des droits de 'homme
(OSDH) évalue a plus de 50 000 le nombre de
jihadistes en Syrie, dont 20 000 non syriens,
venus notamment du Golfe, de Tchétchénie,
d'Europe et méme de Chine. Selon le ren-
seignement ameéricain, il y aurait 15 000 com-
battants étrangers en Syrie, dont 2 000
Occidentaux. Certains ont rejoint I'EI, d'autres
se battent dans les rangs du Front Al-Nosra, la

Un militant de I’Etat islamique en Irak et
au Levant posant avec son drapeau. AFP

branche syrienne d'el-Qaéda.

Selon I'TCSR (International Center for the
Study of Radicalisation) de Londres, les
jihadistes étrangers en Syrie viennent de 74
pays,  majoritairement du  Proche-
Orient/Maghreb. La Tunisie (jusqua 3 000
combattants), 1'Arabie saoudite (jusqu'a 2
500), le Maroc et la Jordanie (1 500 chacun) ou
le Liban (900) sont en téte, suivis de la Russie
(800) et la France (700).

COMBATTANTS KURDES

Les Peshmergas -"ceux qui affrontent la mort"
en langue kurde-, sont depuis juin en premiére
ligne contre les jihadistes en Irak. Ces combat-
tants de la région autonome du Kurdistan
irakien, alliée de Washington, sont quelque
200 000.

Une dizaine de pays, dont les Etats-Unis, la
France, la Grande-Bretagne et I'Allemagne,
ont commencé depuis aott a leur livrer des

Des Peshmergas prennent position pres du
poste-controle kurde d’Aski kalak, a 40 Km
de l'ouest d’Erbil, le 16 septembre 2014.
AFP PHOTO | SAFIN HAMED

armes. Le président de la région Massoud
Barzani a affirmé le 26 aotit que I'Tran avait ini-
tié ce mouvement.

Les forces kurdes de Syrie et Turquie, notam-
ment le Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan
(PKK, considéré comme une organisation ter-
roriste par la Turquie, les Etats-Unis et 'Union
européenne), leur ont apporté leur soutien en
aout. Elles combattent aussi dans le nord de la
Syrie.

ARMEE IRAKIENNE, MILICES CHIITES ET
TROUPES ETRANGERES EN IRAK

® ['armée irakienne, dont les Etats-Unis
entendent poursuivre la reconstruction avec
leurs alliés, compte 271 400 hommes dont 193
400 pour l'armée de terre, selon I'International

L’armée irakienne célébrant, le ler septembre
2014, la fin du siege de la ville d’Amerli.
AFP

Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS).

L'ancienne armée (450 000 militaires) avait été
dissoute par les Américains apreés l'invasion de
2003. La nouvelle n'a pu stopper la recrudes-
cence des violences depuis le retrait américain
achevé fin 2011 et a reculé en juin face aux
jihadistes.

® Tes chefs religieux chiites ont appelé aux
armes en juin pour défendre la nation.
Mogqtada al-Sadr, fondateur en 2004 de
I'Armée du Mahdi (dissoute en 2008) pour
combattre 'armée américaine, a créé les Saraya
al-Salam (Brigades de la paix).

® Le président américain Barack Obama a

renvoyé en juin des militaires américains en
Irak, ils seront environ 1 600 avec les 475 con-
seillers militaires supplémentaires annoncés le
10 septembre. Le Canada a récemment annon-
cé le déploiement de "plusieurs dizaines" de
militaires pour conseiller I'armée irakienne.

ARMEE SYRIENNE, MILICES
PARAMILITAIRES

Forte de 178 000 hommes dont 110 000 pour
I'armée de terre (selon I'TISS), I'armée syrienne
a vu ses capacités divisées par deux avec la

Funérailles d'un commandant du Hezbollah
tué en Syrie, le ler janvier 2014 a Baalbek.
AFP

guerre civile débutée en 2011 mais s'est réor-
ganisée.

Elle peut compter sur le soutien des "chabbi-
ha", miliciens pro-régime regroupés début
2013 dans une force paramilitaire, ainsi que
sur le Hezbollah libanais qui aurait 10 000
combattants sur le terrain.

L'TISS note que 1Tran fournit une aide finan-
ciére et matérielle "considérable”.

REBELLION ANTI-ASSAD

Outre 1'EL, une myriade d'organisations com-
battent en Syrie le régime du président Bachar
el-Assad, notamment les islamistes du Front
al-Nosra ou d'Ahrar al-Cham. Certaines éval-

Des rebelles syriens dans la région d’Alep en
mai 2013. AFP/Ricardo Garcia Vilanova

uations tablent sur des dizaines de milliers de
rebelles au total, dont I'Armée syrienne libre
(ASL, modérés) ne représenterait maintenant
que 104 15%. O
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%Resetting the U.S.-
 Kurdish-Baghdad
~ Relationship

Michael Knights
http://www.washingtoninstitute.org
September 15, 2014

i Washington should keep pressuring
i Baghdad to make early, ungrudging

i goodwill gestures toward the Kurds

: instead of reverting to hardball

i negotiations and broken promises.

Avital first step in defeating the Islamic State of Irag and al-Sham
(ISIS) is the consolidation of a base of operations in Iraqi
i Kurdistan, which is ideally positioned as a launch pad for joint
i efforts against the jihadists and their self-declared caliphate. The
i Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) is squarely in the group's
i crosshairs now -- as a military foe and the base for inflicting defeats
¢ on the jihadists since August -- making the eradication of ISIS an
i urgent priority for Kurdish leaders in Erbil. The United States has a
i critical role to play in crafting a deal that will sustain the anti-ISIS
i coalition in Iraq and keep the Kurds actively engaged in the fight.
i In particular, Washington needs to ensure that Baghdad-KRG
i negotiations do not return to "business as usual" nitpicking at a
i time when Iraqis are embroiled in a fight to the death against ISIS.

THE KURDISH ROLE IN DEFEATING ISIS

i The international community's effort to curb ISIS began in Iraqi
i Kurdistan, which served as the base for two signal victories last
i month, at Mosul Dam and Amerli. The 175,000-strong Kurdish
i peshmerga quickly recovered from a surprise ISIS offensive in
i early August, demonstrating resilience and a willingness to facili-
i tate U.S. and federal Iraqi military operations. A wider international
i effort to destroy ISIS would be far longer and more costly without
i the KRG, which can provide secure basing and direct access to
i over a thousand miles of the group's front lines in northern Iraq
i and, importantly, Kurdish-populated parts of eastern Syria.

i The KRG is vital to broader U.S. interests in Iraq as well. For one
i thing, it is poised to add over 200,000 barrels per day of KRG-pro-
i duced oil to world energy markets by year's end. And now that ISIS
i has cut Irag's northern export pipeline, the KRG could quickly bring
more than 120,000 bpd of stranded federal oil out of Kirkuk via its
i own internal pipeline network. Perhaps most important, bolstering
i the U.S.-KRG relationship would give the White House a backup
i plan and alternative source of leverage over Baghdad if new Iraqi
i prime minister Haider al-Abadi's Shiite-dominated government
i does not live up to its promises of inclusiveness.

KURDISH EXPECTATIONS

Irag's Kurds have laid out their requirements in a number of state-
i ments issued since Abadi's government was ratified on September 9:

® Payment of backdated KRG salaries. No Iragi budget has

been rati-

fied in 2014, so the country is working on the "one-twelfth"
system whereby the KRG and other provinces and ministries
are to receive a twelfth of their 2013 budget each month. Yet
disagreements over control of KRG oil exports have resulted
in Erbil receiving less than two months' worth of these pay-
ments since January, even as all other provinces in Iraq have
received full payments. The KRG is now seeking an estimat-
ed $8.5 billion in unpaid transfers.

® Support to the peshmerga. The KRG wants the interna-
tional community to provide arms and training to the pesh-
merga independently of Baghdad's Ministry of Defense.
Reflecting international practice, the central government
reserves the right to review and approve weapons shipments
and issue the end-user certificate required by most exporters.
Apparently, Baghdad is bent on wielding this authority to pre-
vent the KRG from developing antitank and antiaircraft arse-
nals whose acquisition seems aimed at countering federal
forces more than ISIS. The Kurds also want peshmerga costs
(salaries, training, and equipment) to be financed mostly by
the federal government as a sovereign expense. Abadi has
supported the idea of arming and training the peshmerga as
part of a new federally funded National Guard Force.

® Revenue-sharing and oil-export agreements. The Kurds
demand that an agreement be built into the 2015 budget (due
by early January) allowing the KRG to export oil directly to

world markets in partnership with Baghdad -- meaning without

legal challenges and with most of the revenues directly chan-
neled to Erbil as a partial advance on Baghdad's monthly
budget transfers. Abadi has stated that finalizing this agree-
ment might take as long as six months, which could delay the
2015 budget and keep Kurdish (and possibly Kirkuk) oil off
the market for longer.

® Disputed areas. In the longer term, the Kurds want to
resolve the "Article 140 process" within two years, which
would mean reversing Saddam-era ethnic resettlement
efforts, conducting a census, and then holding referendums
on whether certain areas will join the KRG. Erbil also wants
greater control of its airspace and electronic frequency man-
agement (i.e., television, radio, and mobile telephony).

IMPLICATIONS FOR U.S. POLICY

Abadi is a tough negotiator, but that is not necessarily a bad thing:
this determination has helped him push through a bruising govern- i
ment formation process, shrink his cabinet, and (thus far at least) i
resist pressure to place Shiite grandees such as Hussein al- i
Shahristani and Hadi al-Ameri in key ministries. Abadi's toughness i
might also mean that he can take any deal he makes with the
Kurds, sell it to his own Arab constituents, and ensure that they
honor it -- a welcome change from the Maliki formula of over- :
promising and underdelivering. In addition, Abadi has made impor-
tant gestures to Erbil in his cabinet, appointing Kurdish official :
Rowsch Shaways as finance minister to signal goodwill on ‘= :
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revenue sharing while replacing Shahristani with the pro-

i Kurdish Adil Abdulmahdi as the senior oil official. This team now
i needs to provide tangible encouragement to the Kurds, who have
i been without a regional budget for months while straining under the
i weight of 1.4 million refugees (Syrians and internally displaced
i Iraqis) as well as full peshmerga mobilization.

i For its part, the United States should use all available influence
i with Abadi -- which is considerable given American military
i involvement -- to encourage him to make early, ungrudging
i offers of financial support to the Kurds and follow through with
i agreed actions. Washington should also continue urging him
i to pay attention to the diplomatic needs of coalition warfare,
i which is what the Baghdad-KRG relationship now represents.
i This includes being sensitive to the domestic pressures on
i Kurdish politicians, who must show their constituents that
i remaining part of federal Iraq is yielding tangible benefits. Only
i this combination of actions and sentiments can rebuild trust
i between the Kurds and Baghdad.

In specific terms, the United States needs to focus its efforts on
i three timeframes, with work beginning immediately on all initiatives
i due to the time lags inherent in crafting and implementing these
i policies:

® In the coming weeks, Washington should ask Baghdad to
not only pay the KRG's September salaries, but also make
multi-billion-dollar lump sum installments to the Kurds for pre-
vious months in which payments were missed. This effort
should be couched as a no-strings gesture of support, not as
an advance on future Kurdish oil provided to Baghdad. Given
that Iraq's budget is creaking under war costs, some form of
U.S. or international soft loan may be needed to facilitate this
lump payment -- if so, such an investment would pay great div-
idends in terms of cementing Iraqi unity at a critical moment in

the fight against ISIS. This is no time for penny pinching. In
addition, U.S. Central Command should commence symbolic
provision of lethal aid (e.g., light antitank weapons) and train-
ers to the KRG as soon as possible, with Washington pressur-
ing the Iraqi Defense Ministry to support the effort.

® Before year's end, Washington should strongly encourage
Baghdad to complete a range of milestones on both revenue
sharing and funding the peshmerga. The 2015 budget is the
natural vessel in which to encapsulate such a deal, so U.S.
officials should offer administrative help and other support to
develop the budget by early January. A major U.S. train-and-
equip program for the peshmerga should be prepared for com-
mencement early next year, with contingency plans to enact H
significant elements of said program even if the federal
Defense Ministry is not immediately onboard. Moreover, U.S.
aid should be channeled through the KRG Ministry of
Peshmerga to strengthen this institution and dilute political
party dominance of the most effective Kurdish units.

® In 2015, the United States can help in many ways to sup-
port the design and passage of a formal revenue-sharing law
that would set formulas for the KRG and other provinces.
Toward that end, Washington should accelerate its educational
programs aimed at bringing Iraqgi politicians to the United States
and other nations to witness how hydrocarbon revenue sharing
is undertaken worldwide. Passage of such a law could pave the :
way for longer-term U.S.-backed work on a hydrocarbons
framework law and a federal oil and gas council in 2016-2017.a

Michael Knights is a Boston-based Lafer fellow of The Washington :
Institute, specializing in the military and security affairs of Iraq, :
Iran, and the Persian Gulf states. :
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Kurds Set Time Limit
on Power-Sharing
Negotiations With Iraq

blogs.wsj.com
By Jay Solomon
September 17, 2014

Klrdistan’s semiautonomous government
is giving Iraq’s new leadership three
months to negotiate a new power-sharing
agreement with Erbil, or see it move forward
with an independence bid, the region’s de
facto foreign minister said in an interview.
Such a bid by the Kurdistan Regional
Government would pose a major challenge

Falah Mustafa Bakir

KRG’s demand to control its oil exports; the
funding of the Peshmerga; the status of dis-
puted territories like the Kirkuk region; and
the allocation of resources from the central
government.

Mr. Abadi, a Shiite politician, has pled-
ged to mend ties with Iraq’s Sunni and
Kurdish regions after succeeding Nouri al-
Maliki, who was accused of pursuing secta-
rian policies benefiting Iraq’s Shiite majo-

rity.

Secretary of State John Kerry and other
U.S. officials have pressed Mr. Abadi to
quickly reach agreement with Erbil and
Iraq’s Sunni leaders. But Mr. Bakir said it
was too early to tell if the new Iraqi leader
would significantly change the policies of his
predecessor.

“We have some positive elements,” the
Kurdish diplomat said. “These are not issues
that are unsolvable.

to the Obama administration’s strategy to
stabilize Iraq and push back the territorial
gains made by the Islamic State terrorist
organization in recent months.

The White House has pressed the Iraq’s
Shiite, Sunni and Kurdish communities to
unify behind the Islamist militants under
new Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi. The
U.S. has also made the Kurdish military
forces, called the Peshmerga, a cornerstone

of its military strategy against Islamic State.

“This is the last opportunity that is
there” to forge a power-sharing deal, said
Falah Mustafa Bakir, head of the KRG’s
Department of Foreign Relations. “Baghdad
has the opportunity to show it has the poli-
tical will, and to show us we are all equal
partners.”

The core issues Erbil and Baghdad need
to find common ground on include the

Mr. Bakir also pressed the international
community to provide the KRG with more
heavy weaponry, such as tanks, helicopters
and Humvees.

“The needs for being on the offensive are
different from being on the defensive,” he
said, in between meetings in Washington
with State Department, White house and
congressional officials. m
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Iraqi Kurds unhappy partners in
Abadi's government

The Kurdish position in internal Iraqi politics has been weakened by the fight with the Islamic State,
resulting in a new Iraqi government that largely ignores their demands.

Author Mohammed A. Salih
September 16, 2014
www.al-monitor.com

RBIL, Iraq — Iraqi Kurds appear to have decided to participate in

Iragi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi’s government as a result of
strong international pressure and amid the serious challenges they face
from the Islamic State (IS).
Nearly a month of negotiations between Kurdish delegations and Abadi
produced no concrete agreement between the two sides. After a backlash
in the ranks of the Shiite-dominated Iraqgi National Alliance against former
Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki, Abadi managed to secure the support of
the majority of the parliament members in the alliance on Aug. 11 and
was assigned on the same day by President Fouad Massoum, a Kurd, to
form a cabinet within a month.

Given the tumultuous state of affairs in the country, the Kurds expected
the new Shiite prime minister to adopt a more lenient attitude toward
them after eight years of often tense relations with former Prime Minister
Maliki. But that did not happen. Abadi sent signals that he did not care
much about Kurdish participation, as he had secured the support of Sunni
Arab politicians, who were voted into the Iraqi parliament in April and
before IS took over most of the Sunni parts of the country.

“The Kurdish decision to participate in the Iragi government was a half-
hearted one,” said Renas Jano, an Iragi lawmaker from the Kurdistan
Democratic Party (KDP), which has the largest Kurdish bloc in the Iraqi
parliament. He told Al-Monitor, “We were hesitant right through the last
moment.”

Kurds say their participation in Abadi’s government is “conditional” and
have set a three-month ultimatum for Abadi to meet their conditions.

Key Kurdish demands to Baghdad include unfreezing the Kurdish
government’s budget, which has been frozen since February; settling
disagreements over oil exports; arming and funding Kurdish armed
forces, known as the peshmerga; implementing constitutional Article 140
regarding the ultimate status of territories claimed by both Kurds and
Baghdad; and granting full power to the Kurds over their airspace for civi-
lian aviation.

“If within three months we do not see a commitment to the conditions,
Kurdistan’s political leadership will make an appropriate decision,” read a
joint statement from Kurdish blocs in the Iragi parliament.

A document signed by various Iragi groups in Abadi’s national unity
government sets a one-year deadline to “generate suitable solutions” for
territorial disputes between Kurds and Baghdad, a one-month period to
deliver a budget installment to Kurdistan and a six-month deadline to
pass legislation on regulating the country’s oil and gas sector. But it is not
clear if Abadi will have any legal obligations to abide by the provisions in
the agreement.

he war between Kurdish peshmerga and IS jihadists has stretched

Kurdish forces thin. The Kurds have come to rely on assistance from
other countries, notably the United States and Iran, as well as support
from the government in Baghdad. This has placed them in a weaker posi-
tion vis-a-vis the Iragi government compared to previous years.

In what many in Iragi Kurdistan saw as a clear show of disregard for the
Kurdish role and weight in Iraqi politics, Abadi presented the names of his
Cabinet members to the parliament for approval during the late hours of
Sept. 8, even though Kurdish groups were still holding a key last-minute
meeting in Sulaimaniyah to discuss whether they should join the new
Cabinet.

The Kurds boycotted the session for around half an hour and only joined

Iraq’s new Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi (L) and Iraqi
President Fouad Massoum speak during the session to approve
the new government in Baghdad, Sept. 8, 2014. (photo by REU-
TERS/Hadi Mizban)

after they were told to do so by political leaders in Kurdistan.

“Four years ago, Shiites, Sunnis, the United States, Iran and the United
Nations would come to Erbil, the Kurdistan Region’s capital, asking Kurds
to take the initiative to form the Iragi government,” said Barham Salih, a
senior Kurdish politician and former contender for the office of Iraq’s pre-
sidency, in a Sept. 9 Facebook post. “But yesterday, the Iraqi
Parliament’s session to approve the cabinet of Dr. Haider al-Abadi kicked
off without the presence of Kurdish representatives and without waiting
for a response from the Kurdish political leadership, who were still in a
meeting at the time of the session and had not made their final decision
whether to join the new Iragi government.”

Irag’s previous government was formed in a 2010 Kurdish-brokered deal
in Erbil following a broad meeting of Iraqi groups.

The failure to reach an agreement with Abadi this time around prompted
a final daylong round of intense talks between various Kurdish groups on
Sept. 8 to hammer out a final position on whether to take part in Abadi’s
broad-based Cabinet.

he Kurdish delegations were also visited by Brett McGurk, a senior

US State Department official handling Irag and Iran affairs, and
Nikolay Mladenov, the UN’s envoy in Irag. Some Kurdish officials say that
the Kurds' decision to join the government appears to have emerged
under intense pressure from the United States, the UN and the Kurds'
powerful eastern neighbor, Iran, to forge a united Iraqgi front in the fight
against IS.

“We essentially reached an agreement with the US and UN and not the
Iragi government,” said parliament member Jano. “Negotiations with
Baghdad did not generate any results.”

The ultimate decision to join the Baghdad government hardly seems to
have pleased Kurdish lawmakers, as they have lashed out at the deal
one after another.

“It was a big failure,” said Muthana Amin, a parliamentarian from the
Kurdistan Islamic Union, which holds four seats in parliament. “This was
a government formed on the basis of an alliance between the Shiites and
Sunnis, and none of the Kurdish demands were accepted.” He said he
voted for Abadi’s government reluctantly and only out of respect for the
broad consensus among Kurdish groups to do so. Amin criticized Kurdish
leaders for deciding to join the government in that manner and said wai-
ting a couple of weeks would have strengthened the Kurdish >
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> position.

Considering past relations between Kurds and Iragi governments, prior to
and after the US-led invasion in 2003, and in light of the unenthusiastic
manner in which the Kurds joined Abadi’s government, the coming
months will be a litmus test for the uneasy relations between the Kurdish

and Iraqgi governments.

Kurds warn that the price of failure might be too high.

governance, then it would serve all sides,” said Arez Abdullah, an Iraqgi law-

maker and a member of the Leadership Council of the Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan, the party to which Massoum belongs. “Iraq is at an intersection.
Either its problems need to be fundamentally resolved or Iraq will move in
an undesirable direction ... and the situation will get even worse.”®

Mohammed A. Salih is a journalist based in Erbil, Iragi Kurdistan. He has

“If Abadi and us could agree upon a reformed platform and could improve

written about Kurdish and Iraqi affairs for local and international media.

SEPTEMBER 22nd 2014

Islamic State, Turkey and Syria’s Kurds

Murky relations

Sep 22nd 2014,
by S.B. and A.Z. | CAIRO AND ERBIL
www.economist.com

S JIHADISTS calling themselves the

"Islamic State" (IS) have swept across Iraq
and Syria, they have come up against one
unusually tough opponent. Syria's ethnic
Kurds have stubbornly clung onto three sepa-
rate enclaves along Syria's border with
Turkey and even pushed back into lands cap-
tured by IS. Since September 18th IS has tur-
ned the tables, concentrating its forces for
an all-out offensive to take the central
enclave around the Syrian Kurdish-majority
town of Ain al-Arab, known as Kobane in
Kurdish, on the border with Turkey. IS sees
the territory as strategic because it lies close
to the edges of its "caliphate” and to a sup-
ply route used by foreign fighters joining the
group. IS has grabbed scores of villages, pus-
hing more than 100,000 Kurdish refugees into
Turkey.

The fact that all this happened just as Turkey
secured the release of 49 hostages held by IS
raises, inevitably, speculation about Turkey's
objectives. Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Turkey’s
president, says that only "diplomatic bar-
gaining” has taken place. But many Kurds sus-
pect much more was involved. Did Turkey

somehow help IS's rapid advance against
Kurds in Syria, either by releasing IS prison-
ers or allowing fighters to cross its border?
"There is an undeniable connection," claims
Cemil Bayik, the top field commander of
Turkey's Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK), hint-
ing that Turkey's leaders may have given a
green light to the IS offensive with the aim of
weakening the troublesome Kurds. Turkish
officials deny such claims.

urkey has certainly been uneasy about

the presence on its borders of Kurdish
fighters linked to the PKK, which has waged
30-year insurgency but is now observing a
ceasefire. That said, as a country that
already hosts 1.5m Syrian refugees, Turkey
may have little to gain from inviting in more,
especially potential supporters of the PKK.
Atheel Nujaifi, the exiled Arab Sunni gover-
nor of Mosul, who is close to the government
in Ankara, believes Turkey is more concerned
by the growing strength of the PKK's Syrian
affiliate—the Democratic Unity Party (PYD)—
and its armed People’s Defence Units (YPG),
than it is about IS. But rather than helping IS
directly or indirectly, he reckons the Turks
instead threatened to crack down on the
families of several senior IS commanders
from Irag who had slipped into Turkey with
forged documents last week.

By September 22nd YPG men said they had

stemmed IS’s advance just a few miles from
Ain al-Arab. YPG fighters have generally
been able to repel IS attacks in the past two
years, including a previous attempt to take
Ain al-Arab in June. They may have attract-
ed a more concerted effort from IS this time
because on September 10th YPG Kurds and a
number of Syrian rebel groups that had once
fought them announced a joint command
known as “The Volcano of the Euphrates”.
They aimed to take back some villages from
IS on the road to Raqqa, IS's headquarters
which lies only 140km (90 miles) from Ain al-
Arab. Some PKK fighters have slipped past
Turkish patrols to cross into Syria to help
their fellow Kurds, many of whom are
deemed apostates by IS. For now America
does not look prepared to answer Syrian
Kurds' pleas for help, though it has conduct-
ed air strikes to protect the Kurdish
autonomous region in Iraq, particularly when
the capital of Erbil was threatened.

here, unlike in Syria, America has a large

consulate, and an interest in protecting a
rare relatively stable part of the Middle East.
Moreover, the Kurds' role in Syria has been
ambiguous. In 2012 Bashar Assad, Syria's pre-
sident, largely handed over rule of the
Kurdish north-east to Kurdish forces, proba-
bly to avoid his forces being overstretched.
That attracted the wrath of Syria’s rebels,
who accused the Kurds of doing dirty deals
with the Assad regime to protect themselves
or, worse, of siding with it. Some Syrian rebel
groups even fought alongside Jabhat al-
Nusra, al-Qaeda’s affiliate in Syria, in an
attempt to take Ain al-Arab from the Kurds in
July 2013.

Whatever the truth of recent events,
America has said that it expects Turkey fully
to join the fight against IS, now that its
hostages are safe. But an advisor to Mr
Erdogan privately says that this is "out of the
question”. Turkey, it seems, does not want to
provoke IS into carrying out attacks on its
territory. IS this week appeared to threaten
Turkey by making oblique mention of
“Constantinople”—the pre-Islamic name of
Istanbul—in its latest ghoulish statement
released on September 22nd urging followers
to kill Americans, Australians, Frenchmen
and others by any available means. And
Turkey has another worry: some 32km south
of its border with Syria there are a small
number of Turkish soldiers in IS territory
guarding a tomb said to belong to the first
Ottoman’s sultan’s grandfather. ®
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Peshmerga look to restore image
after defeats

Peshmerga forces are slowly but steadily regaining lost territory to the Islamic State, after initial
defeats this summer sent shock waves through Iraqi Kurdistan.

Author Mohammed A. Salih
September 23, 2014
www.al-monitor.com

UMAR, Iraq — Standing on a hilltop, Gen. Halgurd Khidir is inspec-
ting through binoculars the situation just a couple of miles farther
down in the sea of concrete houses that is Zumar. He appears relaxed,
but is keenly aware of the difficult mission his troops are entrusted with:
retaking vast territories lost to Islamic State (IS) fighters in early August.

“Over the past month we have advanced a lot and have cleaned this
area from 1S,” said Khidir, standing amid a couple of dozen peshmerga
fighters. He says his troops are ready to retake the town whenever the
order arrives. The Kurdish peshmerga forces have in fact captured
around a dozen villages and strategic oil fields on the road between
Sihela and Zumar. Signs of IS militants’ defeat can be seen: A few dama-
ged vehicles, including a Humvee bombed by US aircraft, are scattered
by the side of the road.

Zumar and its nearby oil wells appeared firmly under peshmerga control
until early August. But then in a lightning strike, IS forces swept through
Zumar on Aug. 2 and Sinjar a day after. It was a defeat as much surpri-
sing as damaging for the Kurdish peshmerga forces’ image. When the
Iragi army was routed by militants in June, the peshmerga boasted that
they were a different army and could keep the jihadists in check. They
clearly underestimated the militants’ power.

The fall of Sinjar and Zumar and the strategic areas near Iraqi
Kurdistan’s capital, Erbil, drove a painful point home to Kurdish leaders
and the population alike: that the structure and capabilities of the pesh-
merga needed an urgent revision.

In Sinjar, the followers of the ancient Yazidi religious community bore the
brunt of the defeat. Hundreds are believed to have been massacred and
many more, including young women, are believed to have been kidnap-
ped by IS. The lucky ones who escaped the onslaught blamed the pesh-
merga for their misery, saying the Kurdish troops did not put up much of
a fight.

“They [peshmerga and security commanders] fled before the people
did,” said Qassim Shesho, a local Yazidi official in Sinjar who stayed
behind and put up what many see as a heroic fight against the self-pro-
claimed jihadists. Sporting a big black-dyed mustache and surrounded
by bodyguards in the lobby of a hotel in Dahuk, a city near the Turkish-
Iragi border, Shesho insists that had the local officials had the will, they
could have prevented the fall of Sinjar.

“When someone gets into business and cares about money, they cannot
fight. They were afraid for their lives,” he said in an attempt to invoke cor-
ruption as the major reason to explain the incompetence of the officials
in charge of Kurdish forces in Sinjar.

It remains to be seen whether the events in Sinjar will serve as a real
wake-up call for Iragi Kurdistan’s leaders to engage in a fundamental
revamping of the peshmerga. They face the classic challenge that many
guerilla and revolutionary forces have had in the past: the transformation
from a period of principled resistance against a brutal enemy to actually
running a country or entity.

ack of adequate measures of accountability have also created a sys-
tem that is easy to exploit by some of those in power.

Peshmerga officials say they have taken steps to address the structural
deficiencies. The two dominant parties of Iraqi Kurdistan, the Kurdistan
Democratic Party (KDP) and the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), still
retain tens of thousands of peshmerga fighters who receive orders from
their respective party leaders and not the Peshmerga Ministry, which is

Kurdish peshmerga troops participate in an intensive security
deployment against Islamic State militants on the front line in

an organ of the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG). Halgurd Hikmat,
a spokesman for the ministry, says the minister, who is from another
powerful party, Gorran, has started work on integrating those forces not
officially under his command into the ministry’s structure.

The chaos in managing these disparate forces was evident in some
fronts such as Sinjar, Makhmour and Jalawla. In Jalawla, lack of proper
coordination between the peshmerga units that are part of the
Peshmerga Ministry, but are essentially affiliated with the KDP and PUK,
led to a temporary defeat and the withdrawal of Kurdish forces from the
town in late July, after they had taken it following heavy clashes with IS
militants.

ikmat said the peshmerga minister is now granted extensive powers

by KRG President Massoud Barzani to carry out reforms, but admits
the process has been “slow.” However, he insists the peshmerga will not
experience defeat again the way they did in Sinjar, Zumar, Jalawla, large
parts of the Ninevah plains and areas around Erbil.

“In Sinjar, in particular, we have set up committees to find out what hap-
pened there. ... Three officials are now arrested and some others are
being investigated,” Hikmat said. “We are certainly hoping this [Sinjar
defeat] will become a lesson and such things would not happen again.”

Apart from the personal failings of some of the senior officials in Sinjar
that brought a major tragedy upon the Yazidi community there, Kurdish
forces have complained frequently that they are not as well armed as the
IS fighters.

When they occupied Mosul and other major areas in the Sunni heartland
of western and northern Iraqg in June, the jihadists seized advanced and
heavy weaponry used by at least four divisions of the Iragi army.

Since August, a host of Western nations and Iran have delivered arm
shipments to Iragi Kurdistan’s government. Hikmat said Germany and
France in particular have delivered some much-needed heavy arms
such as anti-tank weapons and large vehicle-mounted automatic
machine guns. He said peshmerga officers are now being trained inside
Iraqi Kurdistan and abroad on how to use the weapons and that the arms
will be distributed at the fronts according to need.

“It's a great deal of responsibility how these weapons are distributed,”
Hikmat said. “They should be handed out to the forces according to a
plan and not in a random manner.”

Some Western nations, such as Germany, have made it a condition that
the weapons should not fall into the hands of a third party, including the
Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) and its affiliates that are currently >
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> fighting IS forces in Iraq and Syria’s Kurdish regions.

During a visit by Al-Monitor to the fronts near the Syrian border, a large
convoy of heavy weapons, including artillery guns and tanks, were spot-
ted as they were being transferred to peshmerga forces in those areas.
In the convoy were several troop-carrying Mercedes-Benz trucks that
Kurdish soldiers said were donated by Germany.

ear Zumar, Khidir complained that his troops use outdated weapons,
mostly Russian, “that have been used in several wars.” He and his
troops were recently lucky to receive some armored vehicles that were
left behind by Iraqi troops when they fled the area in June.
But he has a major advantage that has bogged down IS troops for weeks:
US airstrikes.

“The US airstrikes have been very helpful. ... They [IS fighters] now can-
not move around much, fearing they will be bombed,” said Khidir, who,
like many other fighters here, was quick to note the effectiveness of US
air power in halting IS advances.

For over a month, Kurdish forces have steadily but slowly regained lost
ground. They are trying to be careful not to overreach, and are aiming to
reclaim their lost territory one front at a time. &

Mohammed A. Salih is a journalist based in Erbil, Iragi Kurdistan. He
has written about Kurdish and Iraqi affairs for local and international
media.

EXCLUSIVE: Iraqi Kurdistan oil heads
to Asia, in talks with China

SEPTEMBER 17, 2014 / LONDON / Reuters
By Ron Bousso, Jonathan Saul and David Sheppard,

AT LEAST 3 MILLION BARRELS of Iraqi Kurdish oil are on
ships heading to Asia, with trade sources naming China as a
possible destination as the autonomous region expands
efforts to establish independent oil sales in defiance of
Baghdad.

Two sources with knowledge of the matter said Iraqi Kurdistan was in
talks to potentially supply China with 4 million barrels of oil.

Reuters was unable to identify the Chinese parties involved in the talks,
which the sources declined to name, and it was not clear if the cargoes
currently on the water were part of the discussions.

A deal could place Beijing on a collision course with Baghdad, one of its
major crude oil suppliers, which has tried to block the Kurdish sales that
it says are illegal. The Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) argues
they are allowed under the Iraqi constitution.

"The Kurds are in the process of negotiations with the Chinese," said one
of the sources, who asked not to be identified due to the sensitivity of the
matter.

"China is buying up multiple origins of oil. So, there is not an issue from
that side," the source added. "It will come down to price."

Since May, Iraqi Kurdistan has shipped over 11 million barrels of crude
from the Turkish port of Ceyhan. The Kurdish sales have been shrouded
in mystery, and the KRG has declined to say who is helping it arrange
the deals. Trading sources said they may have to discount the oil to
attract buyers in a well-supplied market.

According to a Reuters analysis of tanker tracking data, at least three
Kurdish cargoes of 1 million barrels each have sailed from Ceyhan
towards Asia in the past month, including one that was transferred to a
supertanker near the Strait of Singapore on Monday

Prior to the latest shipments only one 1 million barrel cargo had gone to
Asia, but the KRG may be seeking a new major buyer after an attempt to
sell crude into the United States this summer became embroiled in a
legal tangle.

China's giant state-backed energy firms, including China National
Petroleum Corporation (CNPC) and PetroChina, together work on over
a fifth of the Baghdad-run oil projects. But Beijing also has stakes in
Iraqi Kurdistan's oil production through Sinopec's 2009 acquisition of
Addax Petroleum [SASAAP.UL].

Establishing a buyer as large as China could provide reassurance to
other countries and companies who would like to buy oil from the Kurds
but fear the ramifications of crossing Baghdad, which has repeatedly
threatened legal action.

Senior officials at CNPC and Sinopec declined to comment. A spokes-

man from the KRG's Ministry of Natural Resources declined to com-
ment when asked about the talks.

"KRG crude, priced at a significant discount, is finding its way across the
world to many destinations despite the reluctance of big trading houses
due to backlash from (Iraqi state oil marketer) SOMO," said another
source involved with the talks, who also declined to be identified.

"As one of the world's biggest crude buyers, China is no exception. I
believe that a deal is imminent for Chinese refineries to purchase KRG
crude."

SHIP-TO-SHIP

The Ultimate Freedom suezmax tanker, carrying 1 million barrels of
Kurdish oil from Ceyhan, this week carried out a ship-to-ship transfer of
its cargo to the Northern Star, a Very Large Crude Carrier that can hold
2 million barrels of oil. The vessels were just outside the Singapore Strait
in Malaysian waters.

An official at the Malaysian Port of Tanjung Pelepas (PTP) and the ship's
captain confirmed a transfer between the two vessels took place.

The Singapore-based head of shipping at Nathalin Offshore Company
Ltd, which manages the Northern Star, denied its ship was involved in a
ship-to-ship transfer.

Two more Kurdish tankers, the United Dynamic and United Emblem,
have sailed through the Suez Canal in the past week and are listed as
heading to Asia 'for orders'.

GROWING SALES

After a stuttering start, Iraqi Kurdistan's oil sales now appear to be gai-
ning momentum.

More tankers have loaded at Ceyhan this week, while a number of deli-
veries in the eastern Mediterranean appear to have been made since the
start of this month.

The KRG's oil sales efforts increasingly resemble a cat-and-mouse game
with Baghdad, with tankers loaded with crude frequently turning off
satellite tracking before reappearing empty several days later. In some
instances ships have sailed towards certain ports before sharply chan-
ging direction.

A number of cargoes have gone to Israel, sources have said. MOL Group,
which has assets in Iraqi Kurdistan, has also bought at least one cargo
for its Croatian refinery, industry sources say.

"Baghdad has been very clear and has taken action to block other KRG
sales," said Richard Mallinson, a geopolitical analyst at London-based
consultancy Energy Aspects.

"But China is a major buyer of (southern Iraqi) Basrah crude, so how
willing and able will Baghdad be to respond in the same way?" O
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Turkey’s IS predicament with
US, Kurds

While Turkey dithered about joining the anti-Islamic State coalition, PKK military chief Murat Karayilan
said the Kurdish peace process was over, derailed by Ankara's dealings with IS.

Author Cengiz Candar
September 23, 2014
www.al-monitor.com

Last Sept. 20, Turkey woke up to surprising news: Early in the morning,
the 49 hostages held by the Islamic State (IS) since the day it captu-
red Mosul on June 10 were released. The first public reaction was natu-
rally of joy and great relief. Prime Minister Ahmet Davutoglu cut short his
official visit to Baku and flew to Urfa to meet with the released hostages
and fly with them to Ankara.

The drama of the hostage issue instantly transformed into a vigorous
public relations campaign on the success of President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan's rule and the Davutoglu government in Turkey. But that did not
pre-empt the question in public opinion: What was the deal behind all
this? What is the behind-the-curtain story of the hostage release?

The question received an implicit response from Erdogan, who confirmed
that there was a “political and diplomatic deal.” On the way to New York
to attend the UN General Assembly, he confirmed that a deal was made
with IS.

“Of course there will be claims of exchanges, etc.,” he said. “Whether
there was an exchange or not, our 49 citizens are safely back. ... Let’s
assume there was an exchange. As a president, what | care [about] is
that our 49 citizens are back home with their families.”

He reiterated his statement in a speech in New York.

Speaking and answering questions at the Council on Foreign Relations,
he also hinted that Turkey had engaged in a prisoner exchange with IS
as part of the effort to win the release of the hostages.

“When we say the word operation, people only think of strikes, bombs,
weaponry, but operations are also political, diplomatic, civilian, and they
involve discussions, contacts,” Erdogan said. “l can tell you we have not
had any monetary relationship, that’s clear. Now as to the rest, you pro-
bably cannot expect us to publicly divulge what intelligence agencies do
in their business, but the end result is that 49 diplomatic and consular
staff have been freed. Some say maybe there’s been an exchange. ...
But it also takes an effort to prepare for such a thing.”

Hence, the deal with IS is certified by the president of Turkey.

eanwhile, Turkey has already begun to discuss the question: Since

the hostages were released, should Turkey be expected to be more
ready to cooperate in the joint action against IS because its reluctance
had a quasi-legitimate pretext because of its hostages?

The United States badly wants Turkey to take a prominent role in its anti-
IS coalition, including allowing its bases to be used to launch airstrikes.
US Secretary of State John Kerry, in an exclusive interview on NBC-TV,
mentioned Turkey as an ally and friend but voiced his expectation for
Turkey to stop IS' smuggling of oil that provides it financial strength, as
well as further Turkish concrete cooperation in the US-led effort against
the Islamist organization. He said, “Now that the hostage situation has
been resolved, Turkey should commit its resources to fight,” and conclu-
ded with the following sound bite: “The proof will be in the pudding.”

However, in terms of meeting American expectations, the signals coming
from Turkish government circles are not very promising. First of all, many
influential people in and around the government tend to see the US-led
joint action against IS as another form of a Crusader mission over the
lands of Islam and Turkey, a country that should remain faithful to its past,
history and tradition and therefore cannot take part in such an endeavor.

People carry flags bearing the portrait of Abdullah Ocalan,
one of the founding members of the Kurdistan Workers Party,
during a pro-Kurdish protest against Islamic State militant
attacks on Syrian Kurds, in Istanbul, Sept. 21, 2014. (photo by
REUTERS/Murad Sezer)

This is never put in so many words publicly, but in the private conversa-
tions, including with this writer, that is how the prevailing mind-set ope-
rates.

Faruk Logoglu, a former Turkish ambassador to Washington and an
opposition member of parliament, a leading figure in foreign policy
issues, sees the “deal with IS” as scandalous, which could place Turkey’s
relations with the Western world on a more problematic course. He asked
the government: “There are serious allegations that IS has been supplied
with tanks and weapons and that these were carried by train to Tell
Abyad. The government must respond to these allegations. What is
meant by a ‘diplomatic deal’ is the freeing of IS militants detained in
Turkey. How many? Why were they detained? For example, on March 25,
2014, three IS terrorists were arrested for killing three citizens at Ulukisla-
Nigde. Are they part of the deal?

“Erdogan’s remarks on an exchange are scandalous, showing that he
recognizes IS as an interlocutor to make diplomatic deals with. Social
media close to IS reported 150 IS militants, 50 of them women, detained
in Turkey were released. Sources close to the PKK allege Turkey has
supplied IS with tanks and other weapons. Finally, IS could have been
assured that Turkey will remain outside the coalition.”

There are many indicators that Turkey, even after the hostage release,
does not have a free hand vis-a-vis IS. While it has rescued its hostages,
it still remains hostage to IS.

But more important than all this is the perception on the Kurdish side
about the deal with IS. The Syrian Kurdish Democratic Union Party (PYD)
leader Salih Muslim, whose hometown Kobani on the frontier is under IS
attack, puts the blame on Turkey. He bitterly criticized Turkey: “They are
not intervening. They at least should not obstruct others from helping.
Should Kobani fall, who will be responsible? Turkey. This will reflect
adversely on the peace process.”

Much more striking was PKK military commander Murat Karayilan’s
accusation that to secure the release of its hostages, Turkey let IS
capture Kobani, the Syrian Kurdish stronghold on its border, which is just
across from Turkey’s Suruc, the hometown of Karayilan himself.

Karayilan’s statement to Sterk TV had some striking points about the IS
attacks, Turkish government policies and the peace process. Karayilan
said the IS assault on Kobani “is a joint plan by Turkey and IS. We >
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> have documents of it. Turkey has once again stabbed the Kurds in
the back. Turkey wanted to sell Kobani but it can’t. Kobani is Kurdistan.”

About the peace process, Karayilan said, "Turkey cannot deceive us
again. This is a declaration of war. It will be assessed by our leader and
command but for HPG [the PKK’s armed wing] this process has no more
meaning.”

Karayilan said, "Kobani will not fall as planned by Daesh [IS in Arabic] and
the AKP [Justice and Development Party]. To the contrary. Tell Abyad will
fall. It is time to expel this dirty and savage gang from Kurdistan.”

egarding the hostage release, Karayilan said, “They released the

hostages on Sept. 20. Their plan was for Daesh to enter Kobani on
Sept. 20. They say they didn’t make an exchange, but they sold Kobani.
Kobani is not theirs. This is not a diplomatic victory but a diplomatic scan-
dal.”

Imprisoned PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan, in a message he sent from his
Imrali prison cell, guardedly criticized Turkey and called on Kurds to
mobilize for Rojava and Kobani. Ocalan’s lawyer quoted him saying
about the negotiations between the government and IS about the hos-
tages: “The state openly said that it negotiated for the release of the
Mosul hostages. But it has yet to start the negotiation process to resolve
such a deep issue as the Kurdish problem.”

The lawyer said Ocalan called for negotiations to start as soon as possi-
ble.

About IS attacks, the lawyer quoted Ocalan saying, “Our people have to
adjust their lives to cope with the high-intensity war they are facing. Not
only the people of Rojava, but Kurds all over have to [adapt] to it. | am
calling on all the Kurdish people to resist this high-intensity war.”

It is clear that IS is becoming a predicament for Turkey’s government in
its relations with the West and simultaneously with the Kurds in the

Refugees wait near the Turkish-Syrian border after fleeing Syria,
near Sanliurfa, Turkey, yesterday. More than 130,000 Syrian
Kurds fleeing the Islamic State militant group have crossed into
Turkey in the past three days, the deputy Turkisk prime minister

region.

KRG’s disappointment with Turkey for allegedly failing to come to its aid
when Erbil was threatened by IS is getting much more menacing dimen-
sions with Turkey’s and Syria’s Kurds because of the Turkish reluctance
to take action against IS in its aggression toward the Syrian Kurdish
bastion of Kobani.e

Cengiz Candar is a columnist for Al-Monitor's Turkey Pulse. A journalist since 1976,
he is the author of seven books in the Turkish language, mainly on Middle East
issues, including the best-seller Mesopotamia Express: A Journey in History.

September 20. 2014

Kurdish Peshmerga
forces expand ISIS
offensive

Kurdish fighters liberate village near Mosul,

KDP spokesman says

By Dalshad Abdullah
20 September 2014
www.aawsat.net

rbil, Asharq Al-Awsat—

Kurdish Peshmerga forces
are preparing to launch a broad
offensive against militants from
the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria
(ISIS). Peshmerga forces will
seek to recapture the northern
city of Mosul—held by the
Islamist group since August—as
US and French military jets con-
tinue to target ISIS positions.

“On Friday, Peshmerga forces
began an extended offensive on
ISIS-controlled areas east of
Mosul,” a Kurdistan Democratic
Party (KDP) spokesman Saeed
Mamozeini told Asharq Al-Awsat.

The step coincides with France
beginning airstrikes against I1SIS
targets in Iraq. French Rafale air-
craft carried out a first attack
against an ISIS logistics centre in
north-east Iraq on Friday.

“After heavy aerial bombardment
by US jets and artillery shelling by
Peshmerga forces on ISIS posi-
tions in Aswad, a large village
east of Mosul, our forces
advanced and managed to take
control of the village following a
battle that lasted four hours,” the
official added.

Kurdish forces also opened fire to
prevent a booby-trapped car
attacking a Kurdish military
checkpoint in the village of
Hassan Sham near Mosul, the
official said.

A Peshmerga officer, speaking to
Asharq Al-Awsat on the condition

Kurdish Peshmerga fighters take position in the Gwer district,
40 kilometres south of Erbil, the Iraqi Kurdistan’s capital, on

of anonymity because he was not
authorized to brief the media,
said: “Our forces have arrived in
the outskirts of Ba’ashiqa, east-
ern Mosul, and are waiting for the
Kurdish political leadership’s
orders to liberate these areas.”

ISIS militants are known for
booby-trapping areas they have
withdrawn from, seeking to slow
down advancing troops. Kurdish
Peshmerga forces are advancing
cautiously but intend to recapture
all territory taken by the Islamist
militants without suffering heavy
losses, the Kurdish military official
said.

Peshmerga troops will enter once
military engineering units clear
these areas.

In comments to Asharq Al-Awsat,
military expert Salah Fili said: “US
airstrikes have had a significant
impact on the battlefield. The
more airstrikes on ISIS, the easi-
er the advance on the ground.”

Foreign military support to
Kurdistan has helped to tilt the
balance of power on the ground
in the Peshmerga’s favor, the
expert added. m
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20 septembre 2014

Syrie: la ville kurde de Kobané "totalement
assiégée" par les jihadistes de I'El, exode
de milliers de Kurdes

www.courrierinternational.com
Frontiere syro-turque (Turquie) (AFP)
Par Bulent KILIC

20 septembre 2014

es jihadistes du groupe Etat islamique
L(EI) assiégeaient dimanche une ville clé
kurde syrienne a la frontiere turque, apres
avoir pris une soixantaine de villages dans
une offensive fulgurante qui a poussé a la
fuite des dizaines de milliers de Kurdes
syriens en Turquie.

Une prise d'Ain al-Arab (Kobané en
kurde), troisiéme agglomération kurde de
Syrie, est cruciale pour I'EI car elle lui per-
mettrait de controler une large portion de
la frontiére syro-turque sans disconti-
nuité.

Fort de quelque 35.000 hommes
recrutés dans plusieurs pays notamment
occidentaux, ce groupe ultra-radical sun-
nite continue de s'emparer de régions en
Syrie comme en Irak, malgré I'annonce par
les Etats-Unis de leur intention de le
détruire avec l'aide d'une large coalition
internationale.

Selon le chef de I'Observatoire syrien
des droits de 'Homme (OSDH), Rami
Abdel Rahmane, Kobané est "totalement
assiégée"” par les jihadistes qui ont pris
plus de 60 villages dans les environs
depuis le lancement de leur nouvelle
offensive pour reprendre la ville. Ils "ont
encore progressé et se trouvent dans cer-
tains endroits a une dizaine de km seule-
ment" de Kobané.

es combats font rage entre les jihadistes,

munis d'armes lourdes et de chars, et les
combattants kurdes qui défendent Kobané
avec l'aide de leurs fréres d'armes venus de
Turquie. IIs ont fait au moins 39 morts coté
jihadiste et 27 c6té kurde en plus d'au
moins 11 civils exécutés par I'El depuis
mardi. "La grande majorité des jihadistes
tués sont des non-Syriens, dont des
Tchétchénes et des ressortissants du
Golfe", selon M. Abdel Rahmane.

Devant l'intensité des violences et les
craintes des exactions des jihadistes, les
civils kurdes de la ville et de ses environs,
qui comptaient quelque 450.000 habitants
avant les violences, continuaient de fuir
vers la Turquie, d'aprés I'OSDH.

epuis vendredi, quelque 70.000 civils

Dkurdes ont trouvé refuge dans ce pays,
selon le Haut-commissariat de I'ONU pour
les réfugiés (HCR) qui évoque l'arrivée pos-
sible de "centaines de milliers" de per-
sonnes supplémentaires, alors que 1'oppo-
sition syrienne en exil a mis en garde
contre un "nettoyage ethnique".

Selon un photographe de I'AFP, des
cohortes de milliers de personnes
contraintes a la fuite, dont un grand nom-
bre de femmes, d'enfants et de vieillards
chargés de sacs et de valises se sont pres-
sées toute la journée de samedi aux alen-
tours du poste-frontiere de Mursitpinar
(sud de la Turquie). es soldats ont ouvert
les barbelés séparant les deux pays en plu-
sieurs points pour faciliter le passage de
ces réfugiés venant de Kobané, notam-
ment pres de la localité turque de Suruc
(sud-est).

"L'El est venu dans notre village et a
menacé tout le monde. Ils I'ont bombardé
et ont détruit les maisons. Ils ont décapité
ceux qui sont restés", raconte un réfugié
Mohammed Issa qui a fui avec sa famille.

M. Abdel Rahmane a affirmé dimanche

Plus de 130.000
Kurdes de Syrie se
sont réfugiés en
Turquie ces derniers
jours fuyant la
poussée des
jihadistes du groupe
Etat islamique (EI)
dans le nord-est de la
Syrie. Ici, une
famille attend pres
de la frontiere, le 20
septembre. (BULENT
KILIC/AFP)

que le sort de 800 habitants de villages
pris par I'EI "restait inconnu", apres avoir
fait état de plus d'une dizaine d'exécutions
de civils par les jihadistes.

En langant l'assaut sur Kobané, I'EI
veut s'assurer une liberté de mouvement
dans I'important trongon qu'il contréle ala
frontiere turc et renforcer son emprise
dans le nord syrien ou il occupe de vastes
régions, de méme que de larges pans de
territoires en Irak voisin.

L'El a été accusé de nettoyage ethnique
et de crimes contre I'Humanité par I'ONU
dans le nord de I'lIrak, apres y avoir pris
plusieurs localités poussant a la fuite des
centaines de milliers d'Irakiens, principa-
lement des membres de minorités.

Dans sa stratégie antijihadistes annon-
cée début septembre, le président améri-
cain Barack Obama, dont le pays mene des
frappes contre les positions de I'El en Irak
depuis le 8 aofit, a affirmé qu'il était prét a
faire de méme en Syrie, mais aucune
action militaire n'a encore été entreprise
dans ce pays.

e président américain, qui a exclu des

troupes au sol en Irak comme en Syrie,
veut aussi entrainer et mieux équiper les
rebelles modérés syriens pour qu'ils puis-
sent faire face a I'EL.

Les frappes américaines, qui se sont
poursuivies samedi au sud-est et a I'ouest
de Bagdad, ont aidé les forces irakiennes a
freiner la progression jihadiste dans le
nord et a reprendre certains secteurs.

Outre les exactions dans les régions
qu'il controle, ce sont les vidéos diffusées
par I'El et montrant l'exécution de deux
journalistes américains et d'un humani-
taire britannique qui ont révulsé le monde
et ]'ont poussé a agir.

Seule note positive dans ce contexte
macabre, 46 Turcs enlevés a Mossoul
(nord) aux premiers jours de I'offensive de
I'EI en Irak, ont été libérés et sont arrivés
samedi en Turquie, pays voisin de 1'lrak &
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KURDISTAN REGION
NEWS IN BRIEF

GERMANY TO SEND 40 MILITARY
TRAINERS TO KURDISTAN

September 13, 2014

Germany plans to send about 40 paratroopers to Erbil, the capital of
Kurdistan Region, to provide weapons training to Kurdish fighters of
Peshmerga battling Islamic State (IS) insurgency. The defense ministry says
about six soldiers will accompany each shipment of German arms that will
start being flown to Iraq later this month. Separately, some 30 Peshmerga
fighters will start training on more complex weapons systems in southern
Germany at the end of the month. Germany has said it will provide the
Kurds with 16,000 assault rifles, hundreds of anti-tank weapons and
armored vehicles to help fight the extremist Islamic State group. The deci-
sion to send soldiers to Iraq was first reported by the website Augen
Geradeaus, which covers German military news. Germany has traditional-
ly been reluctant to send troops abroad because of its history of militarism.
kurdpress.ir

CHILDREN AND WOMEN EVACUATED
FROM 100 VILLAGES IN KOBANI

September 20, 2014

Kobani: All children and women in 100 villages in three regions of Kobani
have been evacuated to the Kobani centre in order for the protection of civil-
ians from the attacks and artillery shootings of inhuman militants now call-
ing themselves the Islamic State. Fierce clashes are continuing in east, west
and south parts of the Kobani Canton in West Kurdistan since ISIS militants
launched a new wave of attacks on 15 September. Intense clashes are taking
place in the region of Qeremox, Celebiyé, Xerbesan and Lehé villages that
ISIS militants are targeting with heavy weaponry besides mortar shells and
tanks. Sources close to YPG report that clashes have intensified in the vil-
lage of Piling in the west, and that all women and children in a total of 100
villages, which all have turned to a battlefield, have safely been evacuated
to the Kobani centre due to heavy clashes. firanews.com | Ekurd.net

YPG CAPTURES 3 BELGIAN AND FRENCH
ISIS MILITANTS AT BORDER

September 21, 2014

Kobani: Three Islamic State militants captured by Kurdish YPG fighters as
they tried to cross the border from Turkey into Kobani in Syrian Kurdistan
were found to have Belgian and French citizenship. The three, two of them
Belgian and one French, were captured as they tried to cross the border
Saturday evening. The three were captured as they strayed into a YPG con-
trolled area near the village of Ashmé in Kobani canton. The Belgian citi-
zens are brothers, Yasin Ahmet Cemii and Emin Ahmet Cemmi, of
Moroccan origin. The French citizen's name is Omar Bil-Qasim. There are
hundreds of EU citizens involved in the attacks on the Kobani Canton
which began on 15 September. EU citizens join ISIS by going through
Turkey, which not only turns a blind eye to the transit of ISIS gang mem-
bers, but also provides logistic support at different points on the border. We
are publishing the photos of the three gang members captured by the YPG.
They are continuing to be questioned. firatnews.com | Ekurd.net

CLASHES IN AREA BETWEEN KOBANI AND
JAZEERA CANTON

September 21, 2014

Serékaniyé: Fierce clashes are taking place around the town of Serékaniyé
(Ras al-Ayn) in Syrian Kurdistan between Islamic State militants and
YPG/YPJ forces. The area where the clashes are taking place is between
Kobani (Ayn al-Arab) and the Jazeera Canton. An operation launched by
Kurdish YPG/YPJ forces on militants in Serékaniyé is continuing. Last
night at around 10 pm many militants were killed in an operation in the vil-
lages of Mebruka, Dehma and Rawiya. Two vehicles with anti-aircraft

weapons mounted on them were destroyed. YPG forces also ambushed
reinforcements coming from Tel Abyad. This area between Serékaniye and
Tel Abyad (Gré Spi) is the link between Kobani and Jazeera canton. It is
known that the militants have stepped up their attacks on both cantons
thanks to military and logistic aid from the Turkish border. firatnews.com
| Ekurd.net

YPG: 232 ISLAMIC MILITANTS KILLED IN
KOBANI IN ONE WEEK

September 22, 2014

Kobani: The most recent wave of Islamic State attacks launched with an
aim to occupy the Kobani Canton of Syrian Kurdistan is continuing on the
seventh day, having however failed to achieve its purpose in the face of the
determined resistance by Kurdish YPG/YP]J fighters and the people of
Kobani. Releasing a balance sheet for the clashes going on in Kobani since
15 September, YPG Press Centre said that 232 jihadi militants were killed
and 32 YPG/YPJ (People's/ Women's Protection Units) have lost their lives
in the last one week. The ISIS advance on the eastern front has been halted
by West Kurdistan fighters while fierce clashes are continuing on the south-
ern and western fronts, the statement said. YPG Press Centre stated that
fierce clashes continue to take place in the villages of Ayn Beté, Qislé,
Xirxiriyé, Seylim and Kofi to the east and south of Kobani. The YPG state-
ment said that IS militants attempted an attack from the village of Cemali
bordering Bakuré Kurdistan early Monday morning, but were inflicted a
heavy blow by YPG forces that immediately responded to the attack...firat-
news.com | Ekurd.net

THERE ARE 300 US MILITARY ADVISORS IN
KURDISTAN REGION: OFFICIAL

September 22, 2014

Erbil: Kurdistan's Peshmerga ministry Spokesman Halgurd Hikmat said
there are more than 300 US military advisors in Kurdistan Region to train
the region’s forces how to use Americans weapons in Peshmerga fight
against the jihadi militants of the Islamic State (IS). Stating that anti-IS coali-
tion in Iraq help the Kurdish forces against the radical group, Hikmat
added the number of the US forces have not increased in the past month
and they are just the forces that the US sent to the region last month. kurd-
press.ir | Ekurd.net

IS EXECUTE FOUR OF ITS OWN KURDISH
MEMBERS IN DIYALA ON CHARGES OF
COOPERATION WITH PESHMERGA

September 22, 2014

Diyala: According to a local source in Diyala, the Islamic State jihadi mili-
tants executed four of its own Kurdish fighters on the outskirts of Saadia
sub-district, on charges of cooperation with Kurdistan's Peshmerga forces.
The source, who asked not to be identified said that "IS organization execut-
ed four Kurdish fighters on the outskirts of Saadia who had been arrested
last week on charges of cooperation with Peshmerga." The source added
that "ISIS detained a number of Kurdish fighters in Mosul and Salahuddin
on charges of spying for the Peshmerga, their fate is still unknown." ISIS has
executed dozens of Kurdish fighters in Mosul, Salahuddin and Diyala
provinces on charges of spying for Peshmerga, after the strikes that it has
received from warplanes and American Aviation in several regions of the
country. IS controlled Saadia town (60 km north-east of Baquba), since last
June, and executed dozens of civilians and the security forces, along with
blowing up more than 40 houses belonging to local officials , Kurdish citi-
zens and security elements. shafaaq.com | Ekurd.net

JABBAR YAWAR: 7 COUNTRIES WITH
AMERICA PROVIDED AID TO KURDISTAN

September 22, 2014

Erbi: Secretary General of Kurdistan's Ministry of Peshmerga, Let. Gen.
Jabbar Yawar: declared that "7 countries with the United States have pro-
vided various aid to the Kurdistan region," adding that any part of
Kurdistan if needed to help of the Peshmerga forces, the Peshmerga is
ready to help to counter terrorism. Yawar said in a press statement Monday
that "the assistance provided to Kurdistan were of the varied kinds, and
there are countries provided arms, ammunition and other ensured the
transfer of weapons and ammunition, and some of them gave humanitari-
an aid to the refugees in the Kurdistan region, and some trains =
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= Peshmerga forces." He added: "Some of the weapons arrived in the
Kurdistan region and some of them on their way to arrive, because sending
them on stages," pointing out that "the distribution of these weapons on the
Peshmerga are through a Committee and in accordance with the move-
ments and activities of the Peshmerga." Yawar explained that "the countries
of Finland, Hungary and the Czech Republic expressed their willingness to
help the region against terrorism". ninanews.com | Ekurd.net

OCALAN CALLS FOR MASS MOBILISATION
AGAINST THE WAR IN KURDISTAN

September 22, 2014

Istanbul: PKK (Kurdistan Worker's Party) leader Abdullah Ocalan's lawyer
Mazlum Ding has paid a visit to the Kurdish leader in imral prison on
Monday. Speaking to the press after returning from the island prison,
lawyer Mazlum Ding said that the Kurdish leader has called on all Kurdish
people to initiate mass mobilisation against the intensified war. According
to Ding, the Kurdish people's leader pointed out during Monday's meeting
that the Turkish government has taken no steps and continued to avoid ini-
tiating a negotiation process despite him being ready to make any demo-
cratic move in order for the advancement of the process of resolution. Ding
quoted Ocalan as saying the followings regarding the negotiations between
the Turkish government and ISIS for the release of Turkish captives; "In
relation to the release of Mosul captives, the Turkish state has made it pub-
licly known that it has openly negotiated with the ISIS, while it has howev-
er failed to initiate a process of negotiation for the resolution of the deep-
rooted Kurdish question."...firatnews.com...

KURDISH SHABAK COMMUNITY FORMS
MILITARY FORCE OF 1500 FIGHTERS TO
FIGHT IS IN NINEVEH

September 23, 2014

Nineveh:The Kurdish Shabak Community announced the formation of a
military force to fight the Islamic State militants in Nineveh. The
Representative of the Shabak Community in the parliament Salim Juma’a
said “a verbal approval was obtained by the Ministry of Defense to form a
military force from the Shabak Community to fight the ISIS terrorists.” “The
force was formed and it comprises 1500 fighters and they are ready to lib-
erate their areas in Nineveh from the ISIS terrorists,” he concluded.
iraginews.com

TURKEY: NO PERMISSION TO KURDS TO
RETURN BACK TO KOBANI

September 24, 2014

Urfa: 5 thousand Kurds who crossed the border from Syrian Kurdistan's
Kobani and went to Surug in Turkey following attacks by ISIS are not being
allowed to cross the border and return to Kobani. People from Kobani
angry at the AKP government's propaganda to the effect that “Kobani has
been evacuated’, are not being allowed to return home. They are being halt-
ed at the Mursitpmar border by Turkish troops. The people said that the
Turkish state wants to empty Kobani, adding that they will find a way to
get across the border and return home. Three thousand people halted at the
border at Miirsitpinar Tuesday crossed despite attempts to prevent them
doing so. Around 2 thousand others in Surug town and nearby villages are
continuing to wait. 62 year-old Teyyar Ahmed, who said he arrived 4 days
ago, said he had witnessed the hypocrisy of Turkish policy. Ahmed said: "In
fact, we abandoned our homeland because an atmosphere of panic was cre-
ated. After crossing the border Turkish government ministers received us
with open arms and showed their innocent face. Now we are attempting to
return to Kobani they attack us with truncheons." Huseyin Muhamed, who
came to Surug with his family after IS jihadi militants attacked the village of
Qeremox, said they would return to defend Kobani. He said: "T've left my
family here, but I want to go to Kobani to protect it. The Turkish state is
holding us hostage here. We brought our elderly, the sick and children here,
but now we want to protect our homeland. The Turkish state doesn't want
us to go. We are aware they want to empty Kobani. Those who smiled when
we arrived are now attacking us because we want to return.” firatnews.com
| Ekurd.net

US, SAUDI ARABIA AND UAE TARGET ISIS
CONTROLLED OIL REFINERIES IN IRAQ

AND SYRIA

September 25, 2014

U.S. officials said that a third night of air strikes led by the United States
bombed the oil refineries controlled by the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria IS
east of Syria with the pursuit of the United States and its partners to dry a
major source of funds of ISIS militant. The American Army said that Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) have participated in strikes
that targeted fields and facilities around Al-Hasaka and Abu Kamal areas.
The United States Central Command said in a statement, it has performed
in total 13 strikes on 12 oil refinery controlled by ISIS in addition to anoth-
er strike that destroyed a vehicle belonging to the organization. The leader-
ship added, "We continue to assess the result of the strike on the refineries,
but we have preliminary evidence that the strikes were successful.” The
American army said that refineries produce millions of dollars and provide
fuel for the operations of the militant group. The army said "This are small-
sized refineries that provide fuel for ...shafaaq.com | Ekurd.net

IRAQI KURDISH MP: ESTABLISHING SUNNI
REGION DEPENDS ON THE CONTROL OF
TRIBAL MEMBERS ON THEIR AREAS AND
THE EXPULSION OF (IS) ELEMENTS

September 25, 2014

Baghdad: The Chairman of the Committee of the Regions and the provinces
in Iraqgi Parliament MP, Derbaz Mohammed said the establishment of the
region depends on the control of Sunni tribal members on their areas and
the expulsion of elements of the (IS), and the consent of all parties on the
idea of the Sunni region. He said "The prospects for the establishment of the
province of Sunni depends on two basic things: first, the control of the sons
of the tribes and the real security forces in their areas after the expulsion of
the elements of the Islamic State (IS) from these areas, and this is fundamen-
tal point that the region cannot be formed without achieved it." He added:
"The second thing is to support the idea of establishing a Sunni territory by
all parties and popular Sunni political, tribal and religious, and the idea
must be acceptable to at least 70 % of the public and political organizations."
He continued: "Then comes the constitutional and legal contexts through a
formal request to form a province by the provincial council and a referen-
dum and the ratio of approvers in the results of the referendum are the
majority of votes, then the formation of a Legislative Council and the pres-
idency of the territory". ninanews.com

SYRIA'S ISLAMIC GROUP AL-NUSRA
FRONT TO JOIN WITH ISLAMIC STATE

September 26, 2014

Beirut: Al Qaeda's affiliate in Syria, the Nusra Front, is facing mounting
pressure from its own members to reconcile with its rival Islamic State and
confront a common enemy after U.S.-led air strikes hit both groups this
week. But that move would require pledging loyalty to Islamic State, which
has declared a caliphate in territory it controls in Iraq and Syria, which
would effectively put an end to the Nusra Front, fighters in the group say.
Nusra, long one of the most effective forces fighting Syrian President Bashar
al-Assad, was weakened this year by battles with Islamic State, an al Qaeda
splinter group that routinely employs ruthless methods such as beheadings
and mass executions. The two share the same ideology and rigid Islamic
beliefs, but fell out during a power struggle that pitted Islamic State head
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi against al Qaeda chief Ayman Zawahri and Nusra
Front leader Abu Mohammad al-Golani. Sources close to Islamic State said
some Nusra fighters were joining them after the strikes and there was a
growing sense among many that it was time to put their differences aside.
"There are hardline voices inside Nusra who are pushing for reconciliation
with Islamic State," a source close to Nusra's leadership told Reuters,
though he doubted it would happen...Reuter

ISLAMIC STATE TO CREATE SECURITY
CORRIDOR BY TAKING KOBANI: ARON
LAND FROM CARNEGIE INSTITUTE

September 27, 2014

The jihadi militants of the Islamic State (IS) are intended to create a safe
security corridor and secure their control on Syrian eastern regions by occu-
pying the Kurdish city of Kobani, the center of Kobani canton in Syrian
Kurdistan region, analysts believe. Te militants have taken control of 60
Kurdish villages and are attacking the Kobani city on three fronts as =
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= the US-led coalition is bombing the bases of the radical group both in
Iraq and Syria. Taking control of Kobani is a big victory for the militants,
Aron Land from Carnegie Institute told Bloomberg, adding that the IS is
seeking to secure its power in eastern Syria to borders with Iraq to ease
logistic and commanding ties with its command center in Raqqa. The expert
went on to say that taking Kobani will help the militants transfer helps and
smuggle goods better and will also cut relation for other groups. kurd-
press.ir | Ekurd.net

TWO POLICEMEN OF KURDISTAN KILLED
NORTHEAST OF KIRKUK

September 27, 2014

Kirkuk: A security source said that two policemen of Kurdistan region
killed by armed attack which occurred northeast Kirkuk province Saturday.
The source added " Unidentified gunmen opened fire on the policemen of
Kurdistan region in Jammin area located on the road between Kirkuk and
Slemani {Sulaimaniyah), 30 kilometers northeast of Kirkuk city which
resulted of their death. ninanews.com | Ekurd.net

BRITAIN JOIN US-LED COALITION AGAINST
ISLAMIC STATE

September 27, 2014

London: Parliament in Britain approved British participation in joining the
U.S.-led air strikes, setting the stage for Britain to wage its first military cam-
paign since taking part in air strikes against Muammar Gaddafi's forces in
Libya in 2011. The UK Parliament has backed British participation in air
strikes against Islamic State extremists in Iraq. After a seven-hour debate,
MPs voted for military action by 524 votes to 43. Speaking after the vote,
Defence Secretary Michael Fallon said a long campaign lay ahead and there
would not be a "series of immediate hits". He told the BBC the priority
would be to stop the "slaughter of civilians" in Iraq and the UK and its allies
would continue to be guided by Iraqi and Kurdish intelligence in identify-
ing targets. Britain already has delivered aid and weapons to Kurds in Iraq
and promised them training. Britain has said any strikes in Syria would be
more complicated because they could not be carried out in cooperation with
Assad's government...Reuters | BBC | Ekurd.net

GREEK GOVERNMENT TO SEND
AMMUNITION TO KURDISTAN

September 27, 2014

The Greek government is to support Kurdish Peshmerga forces with
ammunition seized by port authorities. The confiscated bullets are suitable
for use with Kalashnikov assault rifles. According to the officers of the
General Staff of National Defense, the authority that proposed military sup-
port, the ammunition is of no use to the Greek army. Under international
law it cannot be sold. Therefore the Ministry of Defense sees that by provid-
ing Kurds with the ammunition they can relieve themselves of the burden
of storing it. This decision raises a number of questions, as it was announced
without the knowledge of the Greek parliament. It also comes at a time
when NATO is putting renewed pressure on Greece to increase defense
spending in the midst of the crisis and to allow unmanned aircraft to fly
missions from Suda or Kastelli in Crete. Since the Islamic State (IS) mili-
tants” attacks on the Kurdistan Region and northern Iraq, dozens of coun-
tries have provided military aid to Kurdish Peshmerga forces in their fight
against the jihadi group. basnews.com

ISLAMIC STATE IS RETREATS FROM
SEVERAL VILLAGES AS AIRSTRIKES HIT
KOBANI REGION

September 28, 2014

Kobani: Islamic State IS has withdrawn from several villages around
Kobani in Syrian Kurdistan (Rojava) following US-led air strikes, a source
from the Kurdish militia YPG told Rudaw on Sunday. IS have hit Kobani
seven times since Saturday, killing one and injuring 15 others, but the
method of attack was not known, Rudaw’s Omar Kalo reported. After IS
strongholds were shelled, militants were forced to withdraw and cease
fighting on the outskirts of Kobani, he said. They withdrew from the vil-
lages of Siftak, Ali-Shar and Sheran. Refugees trapped between Kobani and
the Turkish border, meanwhile, were caught in heavy rain overnight - the
sole crossing to Turkey shuts at 8pm. Some 160,000 refugees have already
fled to Turkey...rudaw.net | Ekurd.net

KURDS INITIATE SIT-IN AND HUNGER
STRIKE IN FRONT OF COUNCIL OF
EUROPE

September 29, 2014

Strasbourg: Kurdish people living in Europe will initiate a sit-down protest
and hunger strike Monday in front of the Council of Europe in Strasbourg
to protect the resistance of Kobani and to condemn the ISIS (Islamic State of
Iraq and Syria) militants attacks. The attacks by ISIS militants on Kobani are
continuing to be protested in Europe. The sit-down protest and hunger
strike in front of the Council of Europe is one of these protests. People liv-
ing in the Alsace Lorraine region of France, in Zurich, Basel and Bern in
Switzerland, in cities in Belgium and in Ulm, Freiburg, Forsheim and
Mannheim in Germany will attend the protest. Salih Muslim will also make
some official contacts at the Council of Europe. The co-president of the PYD
(Democratic Union Party), Salih Muslim, will carry out some official con-
tacts while the people make their protests. Muslim will inform the Council
of Europe about the attacks by ISIS militants on Kobani. firatnews.com |
Ekurd.net

SYRIAN MINISTER: IRAN, RUSSIA COULD
JOIN US-LED COALITION

September 29, 2014

Damascus: Syria’s national reconciliation minister said that Iran and Russia
could become part of the US-led coalition fighting Islamic State IS jihadis in
his country and Iraq. “There is a possibility that the coalition widens and
Iran and Russia will join the efforts in coordination with both Syria and
Iraq,” Ali Haidar said. “We support any international effort to destroy ter-
rorist groups such as the IS and (al-Qaeda’s) al-Nusrah Front,” he said. US
air raids against the religious fanatics have been ongoing in Iraq since last
month. The US and five Arab countries began pounding the IS in Syria in
air raids that began only last week. There has been greater reluctance by
Western allies -- in the coalition of some 50 nations that have come togeth-
er to defeat the jihadi forces — for air raids over Syria. That is because Iraq’s
government had asked for the raids but the Syrian government had not.
Haidar said that, while the strikes were welcome, his government had cer-
tain conditions. “This means that the Syrian state institutions and the Syrian
army bases should not be targeted under any circumstances,” he said. “In
other words, there should be complete coordination with the Syrian gov-
ernment.”...rudaw.net | Ekurd.net

SINJAR: KURDISH YAZIDI FIGHTERS
WITHDRAW FROM TWO REGIONS AND
CRITICIZE WESTERN AVIATION

September 29, 2014

Sinjar: Kurdish Yazidi fighters in the Shingal (Sinjar) district were forced to
withdraw from two areas in Sinjar district due to their ammunition turn
out, as well as accusing western warplanes of not being serious in striking
Islamic State IS communities. A Yezidi detachment commander in Sinjar
mountain said that “Yazidi fighters in Dokri and Zorafa compounds were
forced to withdraw due to their ammunition turn out in clashes lasted for
about 24 hours ago.” He added "We have not had the necessary supplies of
ammunition, as well as warplanes were hovering over the battlefield and
did not hit IS tanks that are obvious." According to the source, " competent
authorities have been provided with coordinates on IS gatherings accurate-
ly, but unfortunately did not get what we had hoped for from the air strikes,
we were forced to withdraw from Dokri and Zorafa
compounds."...shafaaq.com | Ekurd.net

YPG AND PESHMERGA IN JOINT
OPERATION IN RABIA

September 30, 2014

Rabia: YPG (People's Protection Units) and Iraqi Kurdistan Peshmerga
forces have launched a joint operation against ISIS militants in Rabia town
of Mosul on Tuesday. In a statement released today, YPG Press Centre
reported that YPG forces launched an expansive attack on the town from
the direction of the Tel Kocer border gate while Peshmerga forces joined the
offensive attacking from the northwestern side early this morning. YPG
Press Centre said that the operation coordinated by YPG and Peshmerga
forces from their own areas is continuing. HPG (People's Defence Forces)
guerrillas and Peshmerga forces have also launched a joint operation
against ISIS militants in Kirkuk early Tuesday morning. The joint =
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= operation in an area between the town of Daquq and the city of Kirkuk
is continuing and witnessing fierce clashes, according to the initial reports
coming through. firatnews.com | Ekurd.net

IS MOVES FORCES TO SYRIA FROM
NORTHWEST IRAQ

September 30, 2014

Sinjar: Large numbers of Islamic State (IS) militants withdrew from Shingal
(sinjar) region on Monday and headed to the Syrian border, Kurdish
Peshmerga forces told Rudaw. “Around sunset a convoy of about 30 IS
vehicles left the area and drove towards the Syrian border,” said Haji
Ibrahim, a veteran Yezidi Peshmerga. Ibrahim said that the IS militants
were holding their front lines against the Peshmerga forces until Monday.
Ibrahim said that the IS positions around Shingal have been the target of
intense US airstrikes in the past few weeks. IS militants captured Shingal in
early August, killing many Yezidi Kurds, taking hundreds captive and dis-
placing around a quarter million. Ibrahim said that American airstrikes and
Peshmerga ground assaults have taken their toll on the IS forces in the bor-
der region. With American and Arab airstrikes increasing against IS bases
on both sides of the border, the radical group has been noticed moving its
forces from several front lines in the Kurdistan Region to other parts of the
country and across the border into Syria. IS militants are currently concen-
trated around Kobani in Syrian Kurdistan (Rojava) where the Peoples
Protection Units (YPG) try to save the Kurdish town from falling to the rad-
ical group. rudaw.net

KURDISH PESHMERGA FORCES LIBERATE
TWO VILLAGES SOUTH OF KIRKUK FORM IS

September 30, 2014
Kirkuk: The Peshmerga forces imposed its control on the entire Khalid and

Saad villages south of Kirkuk and chased out Islamic State militants from
them. Major General Wasta Rasul the military official in Kirkuk said that
the Peshmerga forces, backed by air forces, attacked IS militants in the Saad
and Khalid villages 35 km south of Kirkuk, adding that the gunmen left the
villages after fierce battles. He added that the Peshmerga forces trying to
control the Wahda village despite the presence of resistance by militants
inside the village. ninanews.com | Ekurd.net

KURDISH PESHMERGA FORCES RETAKE
KEY SYRIAN BORDER TOWN

September 30, 2014

Erbil: Peshmerga officials reported on Tuesday that Kurdish forces retook
the strategic border town of Rabia from Islamic State forces who seized the
area in late July. Peshmerga commander Shiekh Ahmad Mohammad told
Rudaw: “Rabia is under the control of Kurdish forces. We are leaving their
bodies behind and picking up their abandoned weapons.” He said clashes
began at 5am on the outskirts of Rabia, which is close to the Syrian border.
In what appeared to be a multi-pronged offensive against the jihadist mili-
tants, who seized Iraq’s second largest city of Mosul in mid-June, officials
also reported heavy fighting south of Kirkuk and at Zumar, near the strate-
gic Mosul dam. The capture of Rabia would be the most significant setback
for IS forces in northern Iraq since the launch of U.S. and allied air strike ear-
lier this month. Commander Mohammad said: “Rabia will help us to retake
Zumar and Sinjar.” Sinjar — or Shingal — is the town from which thousands
of minority Yezidis fled to nearby mountains in the face of an IS onslaught
in early August. On other fronts, south of Kirkuk, six Peshmerga were
injured by roadside bombs planted in the Daqquq district. Peshmerga have
reported that IS have been planted such devices in every area where they
have withdrawn...rudaw.net m

September 27,2014

Kurdish Leader Calls for US
Airstrikes around Kobane

tional forces to do something to
stop the massacre against
Kobane. They see it happening,
but aren’t doing anything to stop
it,” Muslim added.

Muslim maintained that

rudaw.net
By Yerevan Saeed
27 septembre 2014

ASHINGTON —Salih
Muslim, leader of the
Kurdish Democratic Union
Party (PYD) in Syria, is war-
ning of an imminent genocide
by the Islamic State (IS) against
Kurds in Kobane and is calling
on the international community
to intervene.
“A massacre has begun in
Kobane,” Muslim told partici-

Kurds want to work with the US
and other international partners,

Muslim including Turkey, to combat IS.
spoke via “We are open to everyone to
Skype coordinate and cooperate to
because the defeat ISIS. We want a good
Us State relationship with the US and
Department would like to convince them, to
did not issue talk to them have them listen to
him a visa us,” he said.

The PYD leader criticized
Turkey for not helping Kurdish
forces in Syria, known as the
People’s Protection Units (YPG)
halt the advance of the Islamic
extremists.

to attend the
event. Photo
by author

pants of a conference titled the

New Kurdish Reality in the
Middle East, held by the pro-
Kurdish Peace and Democracy
Party (BDP) in Washington on

Friday.
Muslim spoke via Skype
because  the  US State

Department did not issue him a
visa to attend the event. The
PYD is affiliated with the
Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK)
which is designated a terrorist
organization by the United

States, Europe and Turkey.

“I ask the international com-
munity and democratic forces to
stand with Kobane We are
appealing to the United Nations,
the United States, NATO and the
European Union,” he said.

The Kurdish town of Kobane
has been besieged by IS mili-
tants for the last week, forcing an
estimated 140,000 civilians to
flee to the Turkish border.

Earlier this week, US
President Barack Obama autho-

rized the US military to target IS
positions in Syria, but Kurdish
officials report that airstrikes
have not been carried out around
the city of Kobane, which is stra-
tegically located near the
Turkish border.

“We see all the fighter jets
flying around, but they never tar-
get IS near Kobane. Airstrikes

will be very helpful to repel IS
attacks on Kobane,” said
Muslim.

“We are looking to interna-

“If Turkey really wants to
fight IS, they can support YPG
in Kobane and provide them
with weapons,” he said.

Muslim said the Patriotic
Union of Kurdistan (PUK) has
deployed troops to the border
crossing area of Tel Kochar in
Nineveh province “to aid YPG
forces against IS, but the help
has not been extended to
Kobane.” m
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Islamic State offensive is Syrian
Kurdistan poses problems for Turkey

The US-led air strikes and fierce fighting between the Islamic State militant group and
Kurdish forces just over the border in Syria has brought the battle closer to Turkey.

washingtonpost.com
i 23/09/2014
i By DESMOND BUTLER Associated Press

URUC, Turkey —Tens of thousands of
refugees are seeking refuge in Turkey,

i raising pressure for the government to step
i up efforts to take on the Sunni extremists
i and now the United States and partner
i nations have launched the first air strikes in
i Syria against Islamic State (IS) fighters.

i The IS offensive against the Syrian city of
i Kobani, a few miles from the border, has
¢ sent 130,000 refugees to head for Turkey in
i the last few days. The conflict in Syria had
i already led to more than one million people
i flooding over the border in the past three
i and a half years.

i As the IS fighters pushed into Kurdish terri-
! tory in Syria near the Turkish border, the
i government in Ankara is facing increasing
i pressure to step up efforts to battle the
i Islamic State extremists.

i Turkey is resisting because it fears that arm-
! ing Kurdish men to fight the group could
i complicate peace talks with Turkish insur-
¢ gents within its own borders.

¢ In addition to the refugee crisis, hundreds of
i Kurds in and around Kobani have clashed
i with Turkish police, who fired tear gas and
i water cannons. The Kurds say Turkey is
i hampering their efforts to let them cross into
i Syria and help their brethren.

n 18-year-old Turkish citizen in Suruc,
who identified himself only by his first

name of Azam for fear of reprisal from
i authorities, said he wanted to join the
¢ Kurdish fighters in Syria.

i "The Islamic State is on the other side of the
i border and moving freely, slaughtering peo-
i ple, but they are just sitting and watching,"
he said of the Turkish authorities.

i "If I get a chance to get a weapon, I'll go to
i help our brothers by end of the day. Kobani
i is our land, too, and people there are our
i people.”

i Syrian Kurdish fighters were crossing back
i and forth over the border, while other Syrian
i Kurds were seen selling livestock to raise
i money for weapons.

Not far away on the border, the black flag of
i IS could be seen flying in a captured Syrian

A car burns as riot police use tear gas to disperse Kurdish demonstrators as thousands

village along with the smoke from mortar
fire.

pillover from the Syria poses a problem

for Turkey. The only local fighters capa-
ble of resisting IS are Syrian Kurds aligned
with the Kurdistan Workers' Party, or PKK,
which has fought a three-decade uprising in
south-eastern Turkey.

Turkish officials have said PKK militants
from Turkey are streaming to Syria to join
the fight. The conflict in Syria already is
inflaming tensions with Turkish Kurds and
could undermine peace talks with the PKK.

Turkey's ambivalence about the fight
between Kurds and IS, which could leave the
PKK either drained or emboldened, could
further complicate its participation in a US-
led coalition against the Islamists.

While joining the coalition, Turkey had
declined to take part in combat, citing the
Turkish hostages held by IS in Mosul, Iraq.
But even after the 46 Turks and three Iraqis
were freed, Turkey has not changed its
stance.

Turkish government officials have not
revealed how they managed to secure the
release of the captives. President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan denied paying a ransom but
has been vague on whether there was a pri-
soner swap.

He indicated for the first time yesterday that

Syrian Kurds cross in to Turkey at the
Syrian border. Turkey is preventing many
Kurdish men from entering Syria to fight

his country may have traded Islamic State :
group prisoners it held captive in exchange :
for the Turkish hostages held by the mili- :
tants. i

Asked about it in New York, he said "such
things may be possible". He said Israel i
released 1,500 Palestinian prisoners in :
exchange for one Israeli hostage. "So you
see, it's possible," he added. H

Speaking at the Council of Foreign Relations
in New York, Mr Erdogan tried to sidestep :
the question. i

"This process that took 102 days involved =»»
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Syrian Kurdish refugees wait after crossing into Turkey near the southeastern Turkish town of Suruc in Sanliurfa province on Tuesday.

— Reuters photo

i » an operation by the national intelligence
i agency ... it was a historic, very important
i process," he said.

US secretary of state John Kerry said
i Washington now expects Turkey to step up
i in the fight against the militants.

Mr Erdogan has said that Turkey will dis-
cuss its participation in the coalition
i during this month's United Nations General
i Assembly. The US ally and member of the

Nato military alliance has made commit-
ments of only limited help in the fight
against IS, which has seized large parts of
Syria and Iraq and rules by its harsh version
of Islamic law.

The US is looking for major participation
from nations in the region in the campaign
to destroy the Islamic State group. President
Barack Obama has pledged that no American
troops will be involved in combat missions
against the group and the US expects nations

in the region to provide those.

General Martin Dempsey, chairman of the
US Joint Chiefs of Staff, said yesterday he :
remained hopeful that Turkey would partici- :

pate in the coalition.

"We need Turkey, frankly,” he said during a
visit to Croatia, because of its military capa- i
bility, regional influence and political gravi- i

tas in the Muslim world.
£ 22 4

September 25,2014

German Weapons Arrive in
Erbil, With Minister in Tow

By Alexander Whitcomb
25 september 2014
rudaw.net

RBIL, Kurdistan Region — A

cargo plane carrying the first
delivery of high-tech German
weapons arrived in Erbil today,
ready to boost Kurdish Peshmerga
forces in the fight against Islamic
State militants.

"We assure you that we are
beside you to tackle this crisis,"
German Defense Minister Ursula
von der Leyen told Kurdistan
Regional Government (KRG)
President Massoud Barzani at a
press conference.

“It is clear that a lot of support
has arrived but more is needed,”
she added.

The minister landed in Erbil
shortly after a plane full of
German-made military goods, a
second tranche that is designed to
outfit a 4,000 soldier brigade. The
first delivery of non-lethal goods
arrived earlier this month.

The plane's cargo includes

German Defense Minister Ursula von der Leyen and
President Massoud Barzani.

520 G3 assault rifles, 20 heavy
machine guns, 50 anti-tank
rockets, protective eyewear, and
medical equipment. Subsequent
deliveries are expected in
October, with the total value esti-
mated at $89 million.

The weapons are part of an
international effort to equip and
train an under-armed Peshmerga
force which found itself outgun-
ned by Islamic State (IS or ISIS)
forces, particularly before the

United States intervened in the
conflict with airstrikes that began
last month.

IS is in possession of sophis-
ticated military hardware, stolen
from the retreating or defeated
Iraqi Army and various Syrian
forces.

Barzani emphasized the
importance of international sup-
port, stating "we are fighting ISIS
on behalf of the world."

He complained about the qua-

lity of the materiel sent so far by
international partners, and hear-
tily welcomed the newly-arrived
supply. The German defense
minister expressed an interest in
examining the weapons the Kurds
have received thus far.

Seven German soldiers arri-
ved in the semi-autonomous
region last week to train Kurdish
fighters on how to use MILAN
antitank-weapons. Meanwhile,
Kurdish officers will be sent to
Germany later this month, for fur-
ther MILAN training.

During her stay, Von der
Leyen will meet with other high-
ranking defense officials and
German officers on the ground.

The visit is the second high-
level arrival from Germany in two
months. Foreign Minister Frank-
Walter Steinmeier came to the
region following the devastating
IS offensive against Yezidis and
other minorities in early August.

Van den Leyen arrived in
Erbil ready to congratulate her
partners on their military and
humanitarian efforts.

“I am going to convey to the
Kurds our absolute respect, and
that they are the ones who rose up
against ISIS,” she told the
German press in anticipation of
the visit. m
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German weapons
delivery heads to
Iraqi Kurdistan

The first plane carrying German weapons to aid the
Kurdish Peshmerga forces in Iraq has left the coun-
try. The arms delivery is intended to help in the fight
against the militant "Islamic State" forces.

http://www.dw.de
25 september 2014

military transport plane took off from Leipzig airport at 1:52
local time (2352 UTC) on Thursday bound for the Kurdish
capital of Irbil, a Bundeswehr spokesman said. The weapons deli-
very had been scheduled to depart on Wednesday, but was
delayed due to a defective aircraft.
On board the plane are 50 anti-tank rockets, 520 G3 assault rifles

and 20 rifles and 20 heavy machine guns, as well as protective
eyewear and medical equipment.

The arms are to be given to the Peshmerga forces from Irag's nor-
thern autonomous Kurdish region.

The controversial delivery was agreed to by the government in
August, in order to help combat "Islamic State" militants who
control vast swathes of northern Iraq and Syria.

Further weapons deliveries are scheduled at the beginning of
October.

Some 70 million euros ($89 million) worth of arms will be sent to
the 10,000 Kurdish fighters in Iraq. dr/crh (dpa, AFP) &

‘ September 24 2014

Iran general helped Iraq's
Kurds battle IS group

ALI AKBAR DAREINI | AP
September 24, 2014
www.huffingtonpost.com

EHRAN, Iran (AP) — A top

Iranian general and 70 of his
forces were on the ground in Iraq
this summer, helping Kurdish
fighters defend the regional capi-
tal Irbil against Islamic State
militants, a senior commander
from Iran's Revolutionary Guard
said Wednesday.

The commander's remarks
appeared to confirm for the first
time that Iranian military forces
are playing a battlefield role
alongside Iraqis against the
Islamic State extremist group,
though it was not clear whether
they were involved in combat or
merely serving as advisers. Iran
has said it provides advice to
Iraq's government but has
denied sending combatants or
weapons.

Gen. Amir Ali Hajizadeh,
who runs the Guard's aerospace

division, said top Gen. Ghasem
Soleimani was instrumental in
preventing the fall of Irbil.

"If it were not for Iran's help,
the IS would have captured
(Iraq's) Kurdistan," he said on
state television late Tuesday.
"Our respected General...
Soleimani stood up to IS with
only 70 forces and did not allow
them to enter Irbil."

The Islamic State militants
approached the outskirts of Irbil
in August, prompting the United
States to launch airstrikes that
helped Kurdish forces drive
them back.

Soleimani has since 1997
been head of the Quds Force, a
division of the elite
Revolutionary Guard that car-
ries out special operations out-
side Iran. He is believed to have
played a key role in mobilizing
Iranian allies across the region,
including the Lebanese
Hezbollah group and Shiite mili-
tias in Iraq.

Gen. Amir Ali Hajizadeh,
senior commander from
Iran’s Revolutionary Guard.

Iran's Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who
has the final say on all state mat-
ters, has reportedly described
Soleimani as a "living martyr" in
recognition of his work.

Although Iran and the
United States share a common
enemy in the Islamic State
group, a deep-seated lack of
trust has so far kept the longtime
foes from publicly allying
against the extremists.

While the U.S. has led air

strikes against Islamic State
militants, Iran is believed to
have played a key role on the
ground mobilizing Iraqi Kurdish
and Shiite forces, including for
last month's retaking of the nor-
thern Iraqi city of Amirli , which
had been besieged by Islamic
State militants for more than
two months.

Iran fears that the U.S.
wants to use the fight against the
Islamic State group as a pretext
to strike Syrian President Bashar
Assad's government, a close ally
of Tehran. The Obama adminis-
tration has repeatedly called on
Assad to resign and ruled out
any cooperation with Damascus,
even against the Islamic State
group.

The U.S. has not invited Iran
to join the emerging coalition
fighting the Islamic State group
and Iran has said it would not
join in any case. Iran's parlia-
ment speaker Ali Larijani on
Wednesday accused some coali-
tion members of aiding the same
militants they are now fighting -
- a veiled reference to Saudi
Arabia and Qatar, which are
strong backers of the Syrian
rebels.

OO0

82




Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

Syrie: I'attitude de la Turquie vis-a-vis

des jihadistes au coeur des soupgcons

Des familles kurdes a la frontiére entre la Syrie et la Turquie prés
de la ville de Suruc, le 20 septembre 2014 AFP / Bulent Kilic

Mursitpinar (Turquie), 22 septembre 2014 (AFP)

LA PORTE OUVERTE n'a pas levé tous les soupgons. Méme si elle a accueil-
li en urgence des dizaines de milliers de réfugiés kurdes de Syrie, la Turquie
reste accusée d'entretenir des relations ambigués avec les jihadistes qui les
ont contraints a I'exode.

Depuis trois jours, Ibrahim Binici a passé le plus clair de son temps au poste-fron-
tiere turco-syrien de Mursitpinar. Face aux barbelés, le député du Parti démocra-
tique populaire (HDP) tente d'y faciliter le passage de ses "freéres" qui fuient les
combats qui ravagent la ville syrienne Ain al-Arab, a portée de canon.

Balloté entre les soldats turcs qui, véhicules blindés a I'appui, encadrent les
réfugiés et les autorités locales, il ne décolére pas contre le gouvernement islamo-
conservateur d'Ankara.

"Quand les fous de Daesh (le groupe jihadiste de I'Etat islamique) sont partis de
Mossoul pour attaquer Ain al-Arab (Kobané en kurde), il aurait suffi de deux avions
pour les empécher de revenir mais rien n'a été fait", grommelle-t-il sous son
épaisse moustache.

"Les autorités turques sont en partie responsables de cette situation. Elles prote-
gent Daesh qui est une organisation terroriste", poursuit M. Binici, "aujourd'hui,
elles empéchent les jeunes Kurdes de revenir vers la Syrie pour défendre leur ter-
ritoire".

Selon le député, de trés nombreux jeunes Kurdes de Syrie sont entrés en Turquie
pour y mettre leur famille & I'abri et ont tenté de repartir vers leur pays pour y pour-
suivre le combat contre I'El, aux cotés des autres combattants kurdes.

Le Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK) a renouvelé lundi son appel aux
Kurdes de Turquie a combattre I'El.

Mais les forces de sécurité turques s'opposent a tout retour de réfugiés vers la
Syrie. "Raison de sécurité", répetent les officiels croisés a la frontiere.

A quelques kilométres a I'est de Mursitpinar, trois jeunes Syriens qui vivent a
Istanbul depuis un an tentent justement de profiter de la pagaille pour se glisser
cOté syrien.

- "Les fous de Daesh" -

"On vient pour retrouver notre famille", glisse 'un d'eux aux policiers qui leur font
barrage. "Tu rigoles ?", lui répond un des fonctionnaires a peine plus &gé que lui,
"on sait que vous allez rejoindre le PYD (un des principaux partis kurdes de
Syrie)".

Cette fois, I'affaire en est restée la. Mais dimanche, elle a provoqué au bord de la
frontiére de violentes échauffourées entre la police et la gendarmerie turques et
des centaines de jeunes militants Kurdes venus de tout le sud-est turc.

Lundi, de nouveaux heurts ont éclaté entre quelque centaines de jeunes kurdes et
les forces de I'ordre dans des champs aux abords de la petite ville turque de
Surug, située pres de la frontiére, a constaté I'AFP.

Les gendarmes ont fait usage de gaz lacrymogene et de canons a eau pour les
repousser.

preés de la ville de Suruc, le 20 septembre 2014 AFP / Bulent Kilic

Des enfants kurdes traversant la frontiére entre la Syrie et la Turquie

Suruc a la frontiére entre la Turquie et la Syrie. AFP [ Bulent Kilic

Des colonnes de fumée visibles le 20 septembre 2014 depuis la ville de

Dans leur ligne de mire des manifestants, ce qu'ils considérent comme le double
jeu du gouvernement turc.

"Le pouvoir ne veut pas que nous défendions notre ville", accuse Mehmet
Eminakma, un jeune militant du HDP venu faire le coup de poing depuis Cizre
(sud-est). "Il soutient les fous de Daesh et pas les populations syriennes".

Sur le méme théme, quelque 10.000 personnes ont défilé dimanche a Istanbul
derriere des banderoles proclamant "L'Etat islamique tueur, AKP (le Parti de la jus-
tice et du développement au pouvoir depuis 2002) complice".

Sous la menace des jihadistes de I'El, Feyad Bekir a quitté en urgence vendredi
son village de Kule pour rejoindre la Turquie. Lui aussi s'en prend aux respons-
ables de son pays d'accueil.

"Les Turcs disent qu'ils ne peuvent rien faire a cause de leurs otages. Mais main-
tenant ils sont libres, qu'ils viennent nous aider", confie le quinquagénaire syrien.
"Mais non, ils continuent a les soutenir en cachette", tranche-t-il.

La Turquie a obtenu samedi la libération de 46 de ses citoyens retenus en otage
par le mouvement jihadiste depuis la prise de son consulat général a Mossoul
(Irak) en juin.

Le président turc Recep Tayyip Erdogan a expliqué que cette libération avait été
obtenue par des "négociations diplomatiques et politiques" et accrédité ainsi l'idée
d'un accord passé avec les ravisseurs, sans en préciser les termes.

Méme s'il I'a toujours farouchement nié, M. Erdogan est accusé d'avoir soutenu les
groupes rebelles syriens les plus radicaux, dont I'El, pour accélérer la chute du
régime du président Bachar al-Assad.

Ismail Emer Ziravek, qui a quitté la Syrie il y a deux jours, a son explication sur I'at-
titude ambigtie de ses hotes. "Leur peur", dit-il, "c'est qu'il y ait un Kurdistan sur
leur territoire comme il y en a un en Irak". "lls sont préts a tout pour I'éviter, y com-
pris soutenir Daesh". @
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Iraqi Kurdistan shipped 19 oil tankers
since May, earning $1.3 bln

September 25,2014 - (Reuters)

Turkish Energy Minister Taner Yildiz told
reporters on Wednesday.

"This is a business in which so far $1.3 bil-

STANBUL, - Iraqi Kurdistan has ship-

ped a total of nineteen tankers carrying
13.7 million barrels of crude oil since May
via a pipeline to Turkey's Mediterranean
port of Ceyhan, a Turkish energy official
told Reuters on Thursday.

"The flow of Kurdish oil continues without
any issues. The 20th tanker will be loaded in
the coming days," the official said, adding
that the storage tanks in Ceyhan currently
held 445,000 barrels of oil.

Turkey's state-run lender Halkbank, where
buyers of the Kurdish oil make their pay-
ments to, holds $400 million for the sold oil,

Yildiz added.
The

side of the border.

Kurdistan Regional
(KRG) began exporting oil in May via its
independent pipeline, linking up with the
existing Iraq-Turkey pipeline on the Turkish

lion worth of revenues have been made,"

Government

Baghdad strongly rejects the KRG's inde-
pendent oil exports through Turkey and has
launchedwww.Ekurd.net a series of legal
cases to try to halt the sales.

The Kurds argue they hold the right to sell
oil under Iraq's constitution.e

Turkey’s Ceyhan port. Photo: BOTAS

September 24,2014

Kurds lose
patience: Advance
of IS puts truce with
Turkey in doubt

KCK says executive council has decided ‘state
of no conflict’ has been effectively ended by
actions of ruling AKP.

http://www.middle-east-online.com
First Published: 2014-09-24

IYARBAKIR - Kurdish rebels on Wednesday cast doubt on continu-

ing a truce with the Turkish authorities, accusing the ruling party of
fighting a "war" with Kurds amid the advance of Islamic State (IS) mili-
tants.

The statement by the Kurdistan Communities Union (KCK) -- con-
sidered the urban wing of the mountain-based and outlawed Kurdistan
Workers' Party (PKK) -- is the latest sign of the worsening climate
between Turkish Kurds and the authorities.

The KCK said its executive council had decided the "state of no
conflict" had been effectively ended by the actions of the ruling Justice
and Development Party (AKP).

It said it resolved "to step up the fight in every sphere and by using
any kind of measure to reciprocate the war waged by AKP against our
people."

The statement accused the AKP government of exploiting the
PKK's imprisoned leader Abdullah Ocalan's efforts for peace, saying
this made the truce "meaningless."

PKK's military
chief Murat
Karayilan. Photo:
Reuters

The truce has been in place since March 2013 as both sides seek
to find peace after a 30-year insurgency by PKK militants in search of
self-rule that claimed some 40,000 lives.

Battling an influx of refugees from Syria, Turkey has blocked
attempts by Turkish Kurds to enter Syria to join the fight against IS,
sparking protests at the border.

To the fury of Kurdish militants, Ankara appears to be deeply con-
cerned that involvement in fighting IS could embolden and strengthen
the PKK.

"In the face of the AKP's policies, our executive council has been
tasked to take any kind of political and military step and invalidate the
inauspicious and dirty policies pursued against Kurdish people," the
KCK statement said.

It accused the government of "playing for time" and creating a per-
ception a solution will be found by continuously talking about the peace
process.

Ocalan this week issued a statement through his lawyer expressing
impatience with the AKP's stance on the peace process and accusing
the authorities of being more ready to negotiate with IS than Kurds.

The PKK's military chief Murat Karayilan, who leads the armed
rebels at their Kandil Mountain base in northern Iraqg, has gone even fur-
ther, saying that the peace process has "ended".

"But Ocalan has the final say," Karayilan was quoted as saying. m
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Turkish and Syrian Kurds tear down the border fence to cross
into neighbouring Syrian Kurdistan during a demonstration
near the Mursitpinar border crossing in Sanliurfa province on
September 26, 2014.

Turkey's Kurds
turn on Erdogan
amid border chaos

www.bloomberg.com
September 26, 2014

By Selcan Hacaoglu
URSITPINAR, Turkey— Turkish police in riot gear guard the
M Mursitpinar frontier post with Syria and army personnel carri-
ers patrol nearby stretches of a border where Islamic State’s
advance has opened new political fault-lines.

Kurds are crossing it in both directions. Tens of thousands have fled
to Turkey in the past 10 days as the militants seized their villages in
Syrian Kurdistan [northern Syria]. Others are heading the opposite
way to join the fight, and clashes broke out this week when the
Turkish security forces tried to stop some of them.

The latest twist in Syria’s civil war is straining an alliance that had
shown the potential to transform Turkey. President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan has taken steps shunned by past leaders to engage with
Kurdish demands for wider rights, and pledged to end a three-
decade guerrilla war. In turn, he’s received broad support in the
largely Kurdish southeast of Turkey, where fighting has subsided
during his decade in power.

Now, the jihadist onslaught has united the region’s Kurds - - there are
minorities in Iraq and Iran as well as Syria and Turkey -- in condem-
nation and support, and some say Turkey’s efforts to feed and shel-
ter the refugees aren’t enough. They accuse the government of
favoring Islamic State over the Kurdish fighters battling it, for exam-
ple by allowing the jihadists to come and go across the border while
stopping Kurds from doing so, charges that Turkey denies.

‘TRYING TO SUFFOCATE’

Turkey is “trying to suffocate” the autonomous Kurdish region that
emerged in Syria during the civil war, said Sebahat Tuncel, a law-
maker from the pro-Kurdish People’s Democracy Party, in a phone
interview. The policy “also jeopardizes the process to find a solution

A Turkish police officer arrests a Kurdish protester during a
demonstration near Turkish-Syria border Sanliurfa, in the
Suruc district in Turkish Kurdistan. The Islamic State assault
against dozens of Kurdish villages in Syrian Kurdistan [north-
ern Syria]. Photo: EPA

with Kurds in Turkey,” she said.

Speaking at the Council on Foreign Relations in New York this week,
Erdogan said media reports suggesting Turkey supports Islamic
State are “very unjust and ill-intentioned.” He told the United Nations
General Assembly that Turkey “isn’t a country that supports or turns
a blind eye to terrorism.” Erdogan and President Barack Obama
spoke yesterday about the Islamic State threat, according to the
White House. Turkey is a NATO member and the U.S. is seeking
allies in the region as it leads airstrikes against the militants in Iraq
and Syria.

In the town of Suruc, near the border, Turkish efforts to ease the
plight of Syrian Kurdish refugees are evident. Across the road from
Mayor Mustafa Denktas’s office, dozens of refugees line up to get
lentil soup from a state-run kitchen, as hundreds more sit in the
shade of a park.

‘BUFFER ZONF’

Yet Turkey has been wary of the Syrian Kurds too. In an interview
with  Cumhuriyet newspaper this week, deputy premier Yalcin
Akdogan said the Kurds must denounce President Bashar al-Assad
if they want a rapprochement with Turkey, which seeks Assad’s
ouster.

The Kurds, the largest ethnic group in the Middle East without their
own state, have made gains across the region in recent years. They
extended their control over energy-rich northern Iraq after the
Baghdad army was routed by Islamic State

The Syrian Kurds took advantage of the power vacuum created by
civil war to declare self-rule in November last year. Their effective
autonomy has been tolerated by Assad, whose reach no longer
extends to that region. In Suruc and elsewhere, fueling the anger
against Erdogan is a concern that Islamic State’s onslaught is threat-
ening to take away Kurdish gains.

The Turkish government is working in alliance with Islamic State and
seeking “a pretext to create a militarized buffer zone,” Denktas said
in an interview at his office.

‘ALL-OUT RESISTANCE’

Sitting at a nearby open-air cafe, Ruhat Sidar, a 23-year-old Syrian
Kurd, said he was returning home to fight Islamic State after six
months working at a textile plant in Istanbul.

“I'm planning to cross the border with three friends in a few days,” he
said as he sipped tea. “I'll show my Syrian ID to Turkish soldiers =
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=> and just go. They can’t stop me.”
The onslaught has spurred solidarity among Kurds in the region.

Nechirvan Barzani, premier of Iragi Kurdistan, said his government
may send fighters to help. From his Turkish jail, Abdullah Ocalan,
leader of the Kurdistan Workers’ Party or PKK, called for “all-out
resistance.” The PKK, which has close ties with Syria’s armed
Kurdish groups, is classified as a terrorist organization by Turkey, the
U.S. and the European Union.

Turkish forces at Mursitpinar were seen yesterday allowing Syrians
in civilian clothes to cross, while sending Turks back. Earlier this
week, they used teargas to disperse hundreds of Turkish Kurds
seeking to join the forces defending the Kurdish town of Kobani
across the border in Syria.

BORDER MONITORS

“We fought them with stones several times this week when they
gassed us and refused to allow volunteers for Kobani to cross,” said
a young Turkish Kurd who only identified himself as llyas out of fear
for reprisals. Still, about 1,000 volunteers from Turkey including 200
from Suruc, managed to join the Kurdish forces in Kobani, he said.

Some Kurdish and other opposition politicians say that Turkey hasn’t
been so strict when it came to Islamists crossing the border to fight
against the Assad government. Semra Demir, a member of the
Kurdish party’s executive board, said in an interview in the mayor’s
office in Suruc that she’d come to the town with about a dozen col-
leagues to “monitor crossings by Islamist fighters into Syria.”

The frontier, marked in places only by waist-high barbed wire and
empty watch towers, has for almost three years been a key conduit
for weapons and foreign fighters seeking to oust Assad. As interna-

tional condemnation of Islamic State grew, Turkey has stepped up
patrols, added highway checkpoints and erected new fencing.

PR COUPS

Turkey may have “turned a blind eye” to the activities of jihadist
groups “whom many in the government believed could most effec-
tively counter Assad,” Paul Andrew Williams, a political analyst at
Bilkent University in Ankara, said by e-mail. “Maybe these groups
appeared indistinguishable from the so-called ‘moderate opposition’
at first,” he said. The distinction became clearer after the seizure of
hostages at the Turkish consulate in Mosul in June, Williams said.

Those captives were freed this week after what Turkish authorities
described as an intelligence operation. No details have been
revealed, fueling speculation that concessions were offered to
Islamic State, which Turkey has denied.

As they battle Islamic State, Kurdish groups such as the PKK have
“scored a number of key public relations and/or propaganda coups,”
Williams said.

He pointed to the role of the Kurdish fighters in helping to rescue
members of Iraq’s Kurdish Yezidi minority who were stranded after
an Islamic State assault. The result is that the Kurds are “slightly bet-
ter poised to obtain a wider geographical autonomy or semi-sover-
eignty,” he said.

Sidar, preparing to battle for that cause, said his mother is crying for
him. “But she understands that | should go and fight to defend our
land.” a

25 September 2014

Germany to supply arms
| ] ]
to Kurds fighting
'IS' militants
Chancellor Angela Merkel is to address parliament to
explain a decision to supply German weapons to
Kurdish forces fighting "IS" militants in Iraq. The deci-

sion marks a major policy shift and is not universally
popular.

www.dw.de
25 September 2014

hancellor Merkel is to address a special session of Germany's

Bundestag lower house of parliament on Monday, a day after the
cabinet agreed to send 70 million euros ($92 million) worth of high-
end weaponry to Kurdish forces fighting "Islamic State" (IS) militants.
The decision was announced in a joint press conference held by Defense
Minister Ursula von der Leyen and Foreign Minister Frank-Walter
Steinmeier in Berlin on Sunday.

"The situation in Iraq is extremely critical," von der Leyen said, adding that
the IS, which has captured large swathes of northern Iraq in recent months,
had been acting with "merciless brutality."

Steinmeier said the arms shipments would complement the humanitarian
aid that Germany has already sent to help civilians displaced by the figh-
ting.

"This isn't an easy decision for us, but it's the right decision in a situation
that is difficult in every way," Steinmeier said. "The terror group Islamic
State is a deadly threat for hundreds of thousands," he added.

Among the weapons to be delivered are 500 anti-tank missiles, 8,000 G36
assault rifles, 40 machine guns, as well as five heavily armored Dingo
infantry vehicles.

Break with tradition

Merkel - von der Leyen - Steinmeier

The decision to arm the Kurds in northern Irag marks a break with
Germany's long-standing policy of not sending arms to conflict zones.

A government statement released after Sunday's cabinet meeting argued
that the situation in northern Iraq justified the unusual decision.

"The lives of millions of people, the stability of Iraq and the whole region
and ... due to the high number of foreign fighters, our 17891034:security in
Germany and Europe are being threatened," the statement said.

"It is our humanitarian responsibility and in the interests of our security to
help those suffering and to stop the IS" it added.

Non-binding Bundestag vote

Following Monday's Bundestag debate, lawmakers are to hold a non-bin-
ding vote on the weapons deliveries. They are expected to approve the
measure easily , as Chancellor Merkel's conservatives along with their
coalition partners, the Social Democrats, hold a large majority in the legis-
lature.

However, it appears that the chancellor still has a lot of work to do to
convince ordinary Germans that it is the right course of action. In a recent
Infratest dimap opinion poll conducted for ARD public television, 60 percent
of respondents said they opposed shipping weapons to Iraqg while only 34
percent supported the idea.  pfd/crh (AFP, AP, dpa, Reuters) m
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Les ambiguités de la Turquie face
aux djihadistes de I'El

Les combats entre Kurdes et djihadistes de 1'organisation Etat islamique en Syrie ainsi que la libéra-
tion de 46 otages turcs mettent en relief le double jeu d'Ankara face a cette crise. Explications.

Par Catherine Gouéset
22 septembre

www.lexpress.fr

Depuis la montée en puissance, a la fin
du printemps, de l'organisation Etat

islamique (EI), la Turquie est restée tres en
retrait ddans la lutte menée par tous les
acteurs régionaux et internationaux contre le
groupe djihadiste.

Jusqu'a ce week-end, Ankara a justifié cette
frilosité par la nécessité de ne pas mettre en
danger les 49 otages, (dont 46 Turcs), enlevés
le 11 juin a son consulat de Mossoul (Irak).
Certes, toute crise d'otages se regle toujours
mieux dans la discrétion. Mais le rapt des
citoyens turcs ne suffit pas a expliquer les
zones d'ombre de la position d'Ankara.
Plusieurs facteurs, diplomatiques et internes
sont a l'origine de l'embarras des autorités
turques. Et toutes ces motivations s'articulent
autour de la région frontaliere de la Turquie
avec la Syrie et I'Irak.

L'ENNEMI DE MON ENNEMI: LE REGIME
D'ASSAD

Depuis le début de la guerre en Syrie fin 2011,
la frontiere turque est une véritable passoire,
dans un sens comme dans l'autre, pour les
rebelles syriens en lutte contre le régime de
Bachar el-Assad.

Apres avoir un moment tenté de nouer des
relations avec le dictateur syrien, le président
turc Recep Tayyip Erdogan a pris le parti de
I'opposition syrienne en 2011, "en partie sur
des bases identitaires", explique a L'Express

Des Syriens fuyant 1”Etat islamique dans la ville de Kobani se massent a la fron-
tiére turque pres de Surug. Malgré les raids aériens de la coalition conduite par les
Etats-Unis, les djihadistes ont resserré leur étau autour de Kobani, preés de la fron-
tiére turque. /[Photo REUTERS/Murad Sezer

le politologue Samim Akgoniil. La population
syrienne, et a plus forte raison l'opposition au
régime d'Assad --qui s'appuie essentiellement
sur la minorité alaouite dont il est issu-- est
trés majoritairement sunnite, comme la popu-
lation Turque.

"Si elle n'a pas directement soutenu 1'EI en
tant que tel, la Turquie a fermé les yeux sur le
passage d'islamistes dont certains ont ensuite
rejoint Daech, & mesure que les autres
groupes rebelles syriens s'affaiblissaient au
profit de cette derniere", constate Jordi Tejel,
professeur a I'Institut de hautes études inter-
nationales et du développement (IHEID,
Geneve), interrogé par L'Express.

Maintenant que le monstre djihadiste a pris

Des milliers de Kurdes syriens arrivent a la frontiére syrio-turque, située a une
dizaine de kilométres de la ville de Konabi ot les djihadistes du groupe Etat
islamique (EI) sément la terreur © REUTERS/Kadir Celikcan

une ampleur incontrélable, Ankara a changé
de ligne et surveille de plus pres sa frontiere.

L'ENNEMI DE MON ENNEMI : LE PKK

Le Président turc joue aussi un jeu d'équilib-
riste sur le plan intérieur: "Le principal objec-
tif d'Erdogan, apres son élection a la prési-
dence en aofit, est que son parti obtienne un
score €levé aux législatives de juin 2015, afin
d'atteindre la majorité absolue indispensable
pour instaurer le systeme présidentiel de ses
réves", ajoute Jordi Tejel. Pour cela, il a
besoin de I'électorat kurde. Erdogan cherche
donc a se concilier la frange de I'opinion
kurde qui n'est pas acquise a son parti.

Dans le méme temps, Ankara a engagé des
négociations avec le Parti des travailleurs du
Kurdistan (PKK) pour mettre fin au conflit
qui ensanglante I'est de la Turquie depuis trois
décennies. Mais pour garder la haute main
dans la négociation, il convient que le PKK ne
soit pas en position de force. "La grande
crainte d'Erdogan est que le combat contre les
djihadistes n'apporte une 1égitimité politique
au PKK", analyse Samim Akgoniil. Or, la
lutte contre I'EI a permis au PKK de gagner
du terrain. "C'est le PKK qui a repris aux dji-
hadistes les régions yézidis en Irak, souligne
Jordi Tejel. C'est pourquoi les autorités
turques observent avec une certaine satisfac-
tion les difficultés des combattants kurdes
face a 1'EI dans la région de Kobané, en Syrie
ces derniers jours, souligne Jordi Tejel.

"Cette région kurde de Syrie est le lieu de
trés violents affrontements entre Kurdes =

91



Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

= et djihadistes depuis un an, parce qu'elle
constitue un secteur stratégique de sortie et
d'entrée pour I'EI, a proximité de son fief de
Raqqa.

Face aux difficultés des peshmergas kurdes a
Kobané, le PKK a appelé les Kurdes de
Turquie a aller combattre les djihadistes -- un
petit nombre de Kurdes installés en Europe
s'y seraient d'ailleurs joints, selon Jordi Tejel.
Mais les autorités turques ont tout récemment
fait obstacle au passage de Kurdes venus de
Turquie vers la Syrie.

LA MENACE QUE FAIT PLANER L'El SUR
LA TURQUIE

Depuis la libération des 49 otages, les
autorités turques ont laissé entendre qu'elles
pourraient assouplir leur refus initial de par-
ticiper a la coalition anti-EI, mais jusqu'a quel

point ? Daech (le nom de I'EI en arabe), qui a
fait de sa sauvagerie une marque de fabrique,
n'a certainement pas libéré les captifs turcs
sans contrepartie. Les djihadistes ont proba-
blement obtenu l'assurance qu'Ankara s'en
tiendrait la ligne annoncée auparavant: pas
d'engagement militaire et pas d'utilisation de
son territoire par la coalition menée par
Washington.

Parmi les centaines de milliers de Syriens
réfugiés des camps de réfugiés en Turquie le
long de la frontiere, "les groupes armés
rebelles, y compris 1'EI, ont créé des cellules",
assure Samim Akgoniil. "Il n'est pas difficile
d'imaginer que le groupe terroriste fait planer
la menace d'attentats sur le sol turc au cas ol
Ankara ferait le choix de s'opposer trop
ouvertement a lui."
000

Des affrontements ont éclaté dimanche
21 preés de la frontiére entre les forces de
sécurité turques et des centaines de
jeunes Kurdes qui manifestaient contre
une fermeture temporaire du point de
passage. (BULENT KILIC/AFP)

L°'El a

pris le contréle

de 60 villages kurdes
en 48H dans le nord

de la Syrie

Beyrouth, 19 septembre 2014 (AFP)

LES JIHADISTES du groupe Etat islamique (El) ont effectué une percée fulgurante
dans le nord de la Syrie, en prenant le controle de 60 villages kurdes en 48H, dont 40
vendredi, autour d'Ain al-Arab (Kobané en langue kurde), a affirmé une ONG.

"Depuis 48 heures, ils ont pris 60 villages, dont une quarantaine dans la seule journée de
vendredi. Les combattants kurdes battent en retraite car le rapport de force leur est défa-
vorable", a déclaré a I'AFP Rami Abdel Rahmane, directeur de I'Observatoire syrien des

droits de 'homme (OSDH).

"ll'y a 800 habitants de ces villages dont le sort est inconnu”, a-t-il ajouté.

Fuyant cet assaut et craignant les terribles exactions que cette organisation ultra-radicale
fait subir @ ceux qui tombent entre ses mains, plus de 5.000 habitants de la région ont fui
vers la Turquie voisine, qui a été contrainte d'ouvrir sa frontiere. @

23 septembre 2014

Un djihadiste de Verviers tue un combattant
kurde et raconte: "Boum! Un chien abattu!"

Un Verviétois parti combattre
sous la banniére de I’Etat
islamique a expliqué comment il
avait tué sa premiere victime, un
combattant kurde. « Une belle
histoire », commente-t-il sur
Facebook

http://www.lameuse.be
23 Septembre 2014

S elon Het Laatste Nieuws, il ajoute avoir
pu approcher a dix metres « et puis
boum ! Un chien abattu ! ». C’est ce

qu’écrit le journal flamand dans son édi-
tion de ce lundi.

Ce combattant de I’Etat islamique se
fait appeler Abou Hamza ou Abou Abbas.
D’apres Het Laatste Nieuws, il aurait été
impliqué dans une fusillade, a Li¢ge, en
2013.

Arrivé en Syrie quelques mois apres
un autre jeune Verviétois, prénommé
Redwane, parti, lui, au début de cette
année, il participerait a 1’offensive contre
des localités kurdes, dans la province
d’Alep.

D’apres Abou Hamza, I’homme qu’il
aurait abattu montait la garde, de nuit.
Deux ou trois des freres d’armes de la vic-
time se sont alors enfuis. O

A gauche, le Verviétois qui a raconté
I'attaque du groupe de gardes kurdes. A
droite, Redwane

92


































Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

SEPTEMBER 28, 2014

Besieged Kurds
of Kobani plead
'don't send us

food or aid. Send
us weapons'

By Hermione Gee
The Independent
September 28, 2014

K OBANI, Syrian
Kurdistan,— The Syrian
town of Kobani lies a mere 100
yards or so from Turkey, across a
railway track that marks the bor-
der between the two countries.

The small crossing from Suruc on
the Turkish side into Kobani
used to be a gateway for trucks
transporting goods in and out of
Syria. These days, the only pas-
sage allowed out is for Syrian
Kurds fleeing the advance of
Islamic State (Isis) militants.

Employees at the Suruc customs
and weigh station now sit idle,
their compound a base for the
Turkish Red Crescent, which is
desperately trying to meet the
needs of tens of thousands of
refugees from Kobani and the
surrounding villages.

On the other side of the border,
guerrilla fighters belonging to the
Kurdish People's Protection
Units, or YPG, are holding off an
onslaught by Isis militants who
have besieged the small town for
over a week.

Guarding one of the pedestrian
gates into Kobani were two
female guerrilla fighters belong-
ing to the YPG, which has been in
control of Kobani since 2012.

In stark contrast to the army uni-
forms worn by the Turkish sol-
diers on the other side of the bor-
der, the guerrillas wear tradition-
al loose Kurdish trousers, topped
with flack jackets and AK47s,
with colourful embroidered
scarves holding back their hair.
The main entrance to the town is

kept closed and guards cautiously
peer through a small window in
the heavy metal gate before
opening it to cars that need to
come through.

Ambulances bringing injured
fighters back from the front-lines
blare their sirens in warning, and
the gate is quickly pulled back to
allow them through. A convoy of
small trucks taking fighters to the
battlefield also signals its arrival
with a blaze of horns as it speeds
down the main street leading out
of the town.

One fighter wearing a camouflage
jacket and scarf tied around his
head stands in the back of a pick-
up truck, his gun already poised
and at the ready.

More than 140,000 Kobani resi-
dents fled the town last week but
many people have started to
come back — some driven home
by the miserable conditions in
Suruc, others wanting to join the
fight against Isis.

"I didn't want to leave my home,"
said Sabah, who fled to Turkey
with her four young children.
"But my children were frightened
and they were crying all the

time."

heir situation in Turkey
was so bad, she said, that

they after five days they decided

to come home. "I'd rather be in

my home. I'm scared, but I don't

have a choice."

Like many of Kobani's residents,
she is haunted by the memory of
the recent massacres of Yazidi at
the hands of Isis militants in the
Sinjar region of Iraq. "We don't
know what could happen to us."

Turkey has been intermittently
preventing people from returning

Smoke sweeps through the Kurdish town of Kobani

to Syria, worried about members
of its own Kurdish guerrilla
group, the Kurdistan Workers
Party, or PKK, trying to join the
YPG in the fight against Isis.

Kobani has been cut off for
months; residents survive using
small petrol-fuelled generators
and the basic supplies they can
smuggle in from Turkey.
hops in the town sit empty
and shuttered, with noth-
ing to sell, while dozens of half-
built buildings line the main
road, their construction halted

when the supply of materials was
stopped.

On Thursday, the first humani-
tarian aid reached the town,
when 12 trucks were allowed to
cross the border into Kobani.
Sent by the Barzani Charity
Foundation, an NGO based in the
Kurdistan Region of Iraq, the
trucks brought rice, beans, baby
formula, blankets and other sup-
plies, both to the refugees in
Suruc and to Kobani's besieged
residents.

"We are the first NGO to enter
Kobani," Musa Ahmed, deputy
director of the foundation, told
the handful of journalists allowed
to accompany the convoy. "It is
our duty to help Kurds every-
where; we want to serve outside
the borders of the Kurdistan
Region."

During a walk through the town,
residents said that they really
needed solders, not aid supplies.

"Don't send us food, we don't
need food," one man screamed.
"We will eat mud if we have to.

Send us weapons, send us
Peshmerga," he continued, and
then fell on his knees in front of
Musa Ahmed and started kissing
his shoes. Another man in the
crowd watched the scene silently,
tears pouring down his face.

Both tears and desperate appeals
for weapons are ubiquitous in
Kobani. While the IS militants
have weapons and armoured
vehicles captured from the Iraqi
army, the YPG has nothing but
AK47s, rockets and a few
revamped armoured vehicles. But
equally prevalent is the residents'
determination to fight.

"This is my uncle's gun," one
young girl of about 12 told mem-
bers of a Kurdish parliamentary
delegation who visited Kobani
last week. Holding up a rifle, she
said: "But I want my own gun. If
I had a gun, I could go and fight."

n Thursday, Maher Khalil
returned to Kobani after
taking his sister to Suruc to get
her out of harm's way. "We saw
what Isis did to women in Sinjar.
They kidnapped them and now
they're being sold in the market.
But I'm going to defend my
land," he said. "Now [the US] has
started bombing, we can fight
again. I don't care if I lose my
life. If I die, I'll die fighting for
my homeland."

Yesterday, explosions were heard
again in and around the Kobani
enclave, with US air strikes
reported in the region. Speaking
from Kobani, another resident
said: "The situation is better now
after the bombing, people have
more hope. But we need more
bombs, more bombs." @
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La vie presque normale de I'école
francaise du Kurdistan irakien

i www.laprovence.com/
i Par Emilienne MALFATTO
i 29 septembre 2014

Erbil (Irak) (AFP) - Les murs
: ont été rehaussés et des
i gardes armés sont postés aux
i portes de lI'école frangaise
i d'Erbil, capitale du Kurdistan
i irakien. Mais les expatriés veu-
i lent continuer a mener une vie
i normale malgré les menaces
¢ du groupe Etat islamique a I'en-
i contre de la France.

i Une fillette entre dans I'école,
i trafnant un cartable rose a
i roulettes, et passe sans émo-
i tion apparente devant des
i hommes en treilis armés de
i Kalachnikov. Ces assayesh --
i membres des forces de sécu-
i rité kurdes -- n'étaient que trois
i I'an dernier. lls sont maintenant
i seize, se relayant nuit et jour.

i Ces mesures de sécurité ont
i été prises en accord avec le
i gouvernement régional kurde
i pour l'école de la Mission
i Laique frangaise ou 164
i éléves, Kurdes et enfants d'ex-
i patriés d'une vingtaine de
i nationalités différentes -- dont
i dix Frangais --, sont scolarisés
i de la maternelle jusqu'a la 3e.

i "Cette année, il y a plus d'as-
i sayesh autour de I'école parce
i qulil y a le Daesh (acronyme
i arabe de I'El, NDLR)", explique
¢ timidement Romane, 11 ans.

Les murs couverts de des-
i L=sins naifs et colorés qui
i entourent |'établissement ont
i été aussi rehaussés de bar-
i rieres métalliques d'un meétre
i de haut.

i "Ces mesures étaient prévues
i depuis cet été", quand "I'El est
i arrivé aux portes d'Erbil le 6
i aol(t", précise le proviseur,
i Bertrand Malifarges.

i Hasard du calendrier, leur mise
i en place est intervenue le jour
i du début des frappes francais-
i es en Irak, le 19 septembre.

Les éleves arrivent a 1'école de la Mission Laique francaise
"Danielle Mitterrand'", le 28 septembre 2014 a Erbil, capitale
du Kurdistan irakien Photo - AFP - Safin Hamed

Une éléve de 1'école francaise d'Erbil, passe devant un
garde kurde qui surveille I'établissement scolaire, le 28 sep-
tembre 2014 Photo - AFP - Safin Hamed

Malgré les gardes armés, I'am-
biance est détendue a l'entrée
de I'école. Le front contre I'El
n'est pourtant situé qu'a une
vingtaine de kilomeétres au sud
de la ville.

Ce groupe ultra-radical
connu pour ses exactions
s'est emparé depuis juin de
larges pans du territoire irakien,
infligeant notamment début
aolt de sérieux revers aux
forces Kurdes et s'approchant
dangereusement d'Erbil.

A la suite des premiéres
frappes francaises, le porte-
parole de I'El a notamment
appelé a tuer "les méchants et

sales Frangais". Mais dans I'é-
cole, on ne s'en émeut pas
outre mesure.

- FAIRE PROFIL BAS -

Dans 1'été, des parents
d'éléves inquiets ont certes
contacté le directeur pour con-
naitre quelles mesures de pro-
tection seraient prises.

"lls avaient besoin d'étre ras-
surés”, estime M. Malifarges.

ais aujourd'hui, ce sont

des parents détendus qui
déposent -- la plupart en véhi-
cules 4X4, d'autres a pied ou
en taxi -- leurs enfants.

harles Homsy vient de dire :
au revoir a sa fille Romi, :
bientét six ans. Pour ce franco- i
libanais, "c'est un peu normal" i
que la sécurité soit renforcée :
mais "¢a ne change pas grand

chose".

"La sécurité en général est
bonne" au Kurdistan et "le con-
sulat a toujours dit qu'il ne fal- :
lait pas paniquer", relativise-t-il. :

Ala rentrée, il y a quinze jours,
seule une poignée d'éléves :
manquait a l'appel "a cause de i
I'El", explique le directeur: trois i
Canadiens, trois Libanais, un i
Ecossais et un Frangais dont

les parents ont quitté le pays.

Pour M. Mallifarges, arrivé ily a
trois ans a Erbil avec sa femme
et sa fille -- elle-méme scolar-
isée en 5e a l'école -- la sécu-
rité n'a jamais été un probléme
au Kurdistan. "On s'est toujours  :
sentis a l'aise. J'ai des gardes :
du corps... mais je ne les utilise :

pas".

"Malgré tout, en ce moment, la
politique de la France est telle :
qu'il vaut mieux faire profil bas :
et ne pas trop parler frangais

en public", par

exemple. i

Environ 150 Frangais vivent a

Erbil, selon le directeur.

ans sa classe de CM1-

CM2,

Anne-Charlotte :

Lequeux passe de pupitre en i
pupitre, corrigeant les tables de
multiplication d'une trentaine
d'enfants. Cette jeune femme
de 31 ans est arrivée a Erbilily
a un mois seulement, alors que
la psychose de I'El battait son
plein dans les médias. "Ca m'a i

fait réfléchir", admet-elle.

Aprés avoir été rassurée par
I'école et le consulat, elle est :
finalement venue et ne le :
regrette pas. "J'ai trouvé une ‘i
école normale dans une ville
normale", assure-t-elle. "Il faut :
simplement faire profil bas et
respecter des regles de sécu-

rité basiques". O
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Irak : les troupes kurdes lancent une
offensive contre I'EI sur trois fronts

Les opérations, qui ont
commencé mardi a I'aube,
se déroulent a Mossoul, au
sud de la ville pétroliéere
de Kirkouk et contre une
ville a la frontiére syri-
enne.

www.lepoint.fr
30 septembre 2014

Les forces kurdes ont lancé mardi une
offensive sur trois fronts contre les djiha-
distes du groupe Etat islamique (EI) dans le
nord de 1'Irak, ont annoncé a 1'AFP des offi-
ciers peshmergas. Les opérations, qui ont
commencé avant 'aube, se déroulent au nord
de la ville de Mossoul, controlée par les dji-
hadistes, au sud de la ville pétroliere de
Kirkouk et contre une ville a la frontiére
syrienne, ont-ils précisé. Un haut gradé a
indiqué que des peshmergas, les combat-
tants kurdes, étaient entrés dans la ville de
Rabia, a la frontiere syrienne, apres avoir
pris deux villages, As Sa'diyah et
Mahmoudiyah. "Les soldats sont en train de
se battre dans le centre de Rabia", située a

une centaine de kilometres au nord de
Mossoul, deuxieme ville d'Trak, a-t-il précisé.
Soutenus par des frappes aériennes, les
peshmergas ont également attaqué la ville
de Zoumar, a environ 60 kilometres de
Mossoul et a proximité du barrage de
Mossoul. L'officier, qui s'exprimait sous le
couvert de l'anonymat, n'a pas donné de
détails sur la nature du soutien aérien. Les
appareils de l'armée irakienne effectuent
des missions quotidiennes au-dessus du
pays, tandis que ceux de la coalition, notam-
ment américains et francais, menent des
raids ciblés sur des installations de I'EL

FORTE RESISTANCE
Rabia et Zumar sont deux localités dont
les forces kurdes avaient pris le contrdle lors

Soutenus par des
frappes aériennes,
les peshmergas
ont également
attaqué la ville de
Zoumar, a environ
60 km de Mossoul
et a proximité du
barrage de
Mossoul. © AFP

de la vaste offensive lancée en juin par 1'EI
qui avait mis en déroute 1'armée irakienne,
notamment a Mossoul. Deux mois plus tard,
les combattants djihadistes avaient mené
une offensive contre les positions des pesh-
mergas qui avaient été contraints de reculer.

Plus au sud, les forces kurdes ont repris
des villages autour de Daquq qui étaient
contrdlés par 1'EI depuis juin. "Ils ont libéré
les villages de Saad et Khaled, et ont pris le
controle total de la zone apres de durs com-
bats", a souligné le général kurde Westa
Rasul. Il a précisé que les peshmergas fai-
saient face a une forte résistance en avan-
cant vers un autre village, Al-Wahda, a une
trentaine de kilometres au sud de Kirkouk.e

28 septembre 2014

Des combattants kurdes

se forment en Baviere

Ursula von der Leyen a fait le déplacement en per-
sonne pour la premiére livraison d’armes aux Kurdes,
dont elle a rencontré le président Masoud Barzani

Selon I'hebdomadaire, «environ
150 officiers et sous-officiers»
doivent ainsi commencer a étre
formés a partir de lundi au
maniement des fusils G3, fusils
mitrailleurs MG3 et d'assaut G36

Ayad Rasheed/ NEWSCOM/SIPA

La ministre allemande de la Défense
Ursula von der Leyen avec des officiers pesh-
mergas pres d’Erbil, le 25 septembre 2014.,

ainsi qu'a celui des armes anti-
char, fournies par la Bundeswehr.

Au total, quelque 10'000 combat-
tants kurdes doivent étre équipés
d'armes allemandes, pour un
montant de 70 millions d'euros
(85 millions de francs), poursuit
le journal.

Fin aofit, le gouvernement alle-
mand a annoncé qu'il allait
fournir  des  armes  aux
Peshmergas, les combattants kur-
des, afin qu'ils puissent se
défendre contre le groupe Etat

20minutes.fr

mée allemande, a-t-

Spiegel» avait affirmé que I'armée

islamique (EI). Pour la formation
au maniement de ces

28 septembre 2014

uelque 32 Kurdes s'initient
en Baviere (sud de
I

Allemagne) a l'utilisation des
missiles antichar Milan de l'ar-

on appris dimanche aupres du
ministere de la Défense.

Les 32 combattants kurdes sont
arrivés samedi et vont suivre leur
entrainement jusqu'au 3 octobre.
Samedi, le magazine «Der

allemande prévoyait en début de
semaine de commencer sur le sol
irakien a former les combattants
kurdes a l'utilisation des armes
qu'elle leur fournit pour lutter
contre le groupe Etat islamique.

équipements, Berlin va envoyer
au total une quarantaine de sol-
dats en Irak, tandis que la venue
d'une trentaine de Kurdes en
Allemagne avait effectivement
été annoncée mi-septembre. m
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"Etat islamique" : qui a joué
a I'apprenti sorcier ?

De nombreux pays et hommes politiques ont contribué a la fulgurante montée en
puissance de l'organisation en Syrie et en Irak. Explications.

www.lepoint.fr
Armin Arefi
Journaliste international

29 septembre 2014

En un temps record, l'organisation
Etat islamique s'est imposée comme
la principale menace au Moyen-
Orient et dans le monde. Pourtant,
peu de gens connaissaient ce groupe
djthadiste il y a encore un an. Qui
blamer pour expliquer sa fulgurante
montée en puissance ?

eorge Bush : le grand artisan du

délitement de 1'Irak. En se débarras-
sant de Saddam Hussein en 2003 - 1'Trak est
alors membre de son "axe du Mal", bien qu'il
n'ait rien a voir avec les attentats du 11
Septembre -, le président américain fait voler
en éclat un pays multi-ethnique qui ne tenait
que sous l'emprise sans partage du dictateur
sunnite, au pouvoir depuis vingt-quatre ans.
D'autant que, loin de proposer un véritable
projet politique de gouvernance, George
Bush joue la carte confessionnelle : il dissout
le parti unique Baas et démantele les forces
de sécurité du pays, majoritairement sun-
nites, ouvrant la voie a un pouvoir chiite
(confession majoritaire en Irak, NDLR).
Pour lutter contre I'armée américaine, deve-
nue "force d'occupation”, le djihadiste jorda-
nien Abou Mousab al-Zarqawi crée en 2004
al-Qaida en Mésopotamie, un groupe sunnite
radical qui n'est autre que l'ancétre de 1'orga-
nisation Etat islamique. Devant la mainmise
chiite, les djihadistes étrangers de 1'EI sont
rejoints par d'anciens généraux baasistes et
insurgés sunnites en soif de revanche.

L’Iran : le pompier pyromane de la
"crise Etat islamique". D'un c6té, la
République islamique apporte sur le terrain
une aide cruciale aux autorités irakiennes
déliquescentes. Dés le début de I'offensive
djihadiste en juin, Téhéran dépéche en Irak
ses "Gardiens de la révolution" pour entrai-
ner et armer les milices chiites afin de recon-
quérir le pays du joug de I'EL Pour ce faire,
elle bénéficie de I'appui aérien de l'aviation
américaine, mais également du soutien des
combattants kurdes peshmergas, armés par
I'Occident. De fait, 1'Iran se retrouve pro-
pulsé au rang d'allié objectif des Etats-Unis
et de la France dans la lutte contre le "terro-
risme". Pour le plus grand plaisir des autori-
tés iraniennes qui, soucieuses de retrouver

Shakir Waheib, membre de l'organisation Etat islamique (@ gauche), pose a coté d'un

leur place de "gendarme du Moyen-Orient",
ne cessent de répéter la nécessité de s'unir
pour combattre ce fléau.

Mais il faut rappeler que 1'Tran tient une cer-
taine part de responsabilité dans l'essor de
I'EL Depuis la chute de son pire ennemi - le
sunnite laique Saddam Hussein - en 2003,
Téhéran n'a cessé d'user de son influence
pour faire tomber I'Irak, majoritairement
chiite comme 1'Iran, dans son escarcelle.
Tout d'abord en financant, armant et entrai-
nant des milices chiites, mais aussi sunnites,
contre les soldats américains. Mais aussi en
placant des hommes politiques chiites, que
I'Iran a accueillis en nombre sous la dictature
de Saddam Hussein, au pouvoir a Bagdad.

ouri al-Maliki, le nouveau

Saddam. L'homme politique, qui a
vécu de nombreuses années en Iran, accéde
en 2006 au poste de chef du gouvernement
irakien. Sous le controle avisé de Téhéran,
l'autoritaire Premier ministre méne une poli-
tique ouvertement discriminatoire a 1'égard
de la minorité sunnite, 1'écartant peu a peu
de toutes les institutions du pays ainsi que de
I'armée. Pis, il contribue a sa radicalisation,
en choisissant de réprimer dans le sang la
vague de contestation pacifique née en
décembre 2012. C'est donc en "libérateurs"
que les djihadistes de I'EI ont été accueillis
par les populations sunnites discriminées en
2014.

L'Tran a appliqué la méme politique confes-
sionnelle en Syrie. Dés le début de la révolte
démocratique, en mars 2011, Téhéran a
envoyé a Damas des Gardiens de la révolu-
tion et des armes pour enseigner aux forces
de sécurité syrienne l'art de la répression
populaire. Hors de question pour la

République islamique de lacher son allié
syrien alaouite (une secte issue du chiisme,
NDLR) au pouvoir & Damas. A l'automne
2012, Téhéran passe a la vitesse supérieure
et envoie le Hezbollah libanais et les milices
chiites irakiennes combattre directement en
Syrie. Le conflit politique devient religieux.
Et fait le lit des combattants sunnites ultra-
radicaux de l'organisation Etat islamique.

'Arabie saoudite : le pendant sun-
ite de 1'ITran. Deés 2011, le royaume
saoud (mais aussi le Qatar et le Koweit,
NDLR) s'engage activement dans la lutte
anti-Bachar el-Assad. Mais pour des raisons
tout autres que celles des manifestants
syriens. Son but : reprendre en main la
révolte populaire pour éviter que ses aspira-
tions démocratiques n'atteignent le Golfe,
mais surtout affaiblir son rival millénaire :
I'Iran chiite, a travers son allié syrien. Ainsi,
Riyad va fermer les yeux sur le versement de
millions de pétrodollars en direction des
opposants de Bachar el-Assad les plus radi-
caux.

Encouragées par 1'Etat saoudien, nombre
d'associations caritatives appellent a la "zakat"
- la collecte de fonds humanitaires dans le
cadre de l'islam - afin de venir en aide aux
populations sunnites savamment réprimées
par le président syrien. A la manoeuvre, des
réseaux de prédicateurs religieux, mais aussi
des hommes d'affaires réputés pieux, parfois
liés a la vaste famille royale saoudienne.
Officiellement, le royaume saoud ne finance
que les rebelles "modérés" de 1'Armée syri-
enne libre. Pourtant, des fonds saoudiens se
retrouvent également entre les mains du
Front islamique (rebelles islamistes), ainsi
que les djihadistes d'al-Nosra et de 1'organisa-
tion Etat islamique. Jusqu'a ce que >
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> la menace se retourne contre eux.
Aujourd'hui, les pays du Golfe demeurent
parmi les principales cibles de 1'EI, en étant
considérés comme des régimes corrompus a
la botte de 1'Occident.

La Turquie : le trouble jeu. Autrefois
allié du régime syrien, Ankara a elle aussi
rejoint le camp des anti-Bachar el-Assad.
Outre leur soutien politique aux rebelles
qu'ils ont accueillis sur leur sol, les islamo-
conservateurs ont longtemps fermé les yeux
sur le passage a la frontiére turco-syrienne
de nombreux combattants et armes en direc-
tion des groupes djihadistes, dont le Front
al-Nosra et I'organisation Etat islamique. Ils
le paient aujourd'hui, en devant accueillir sur
leur sol des milliers de réfugiés kurdes fuyant
les djihadistes de 1'EI qui se sont emparés de
vastes pans de territoire dans le nord de la
Syrie.

achar el-Assad : le prophéte anti-

terroriste. Pour se maintenir au pou-
voir cotlite que cofite, le président syrien a
tout mis en oeuvre pour discréditer la
contestation, tout d'abord pacifique, qui
s'opposait a lui. Pour réaliser sa prophétie
selon laquelle les manifestants démocra-
tiques n'étaient que des terroristes a la solde
de l'étranger, le maitre de Damas a tout
d'abord libéré de prison en mai 2011 des cen-
taines de djihadistes syriens qui avaient
combattu les forces américaines en Irak. Des
combattants qui ont créé la méme année le
Front al-Nosra (devenu filiale syrienne d'al-

Qaida) et qui ont également rejoint les rangs
de l'organisation Etat islamique, apres son
arrivée en Syrie en 2013.

Or, a la différence des rebelles modérés qu'il
continue a bombarder au quotidien, Bachar
el-Assad a relativement épargné les positions
djihadistes. Les combattants de I'EI ont
méme profité du retrait de I'armée syrienne
dans l'est du pays pour y établir leur fief, a
Raga. Une curieuse bienveillance, d'autant
qu'en s'emparant des régions - riches en
hydrocarbure - de Deir Ezzor et de Raqa les
djihadistes ont fait main basse sur 60 % du
pétrole syrien. Il faudra attendre un an et les
premiers bombardements américains en
Irak pour que le président syrien se décide a
frapper I'EI & son tour. Désormais réhabilité
sur la scéne internationale, en dépit des
dénégations américaines, Bachar el-Assad
voit son souhait de s'afficher comme le seul
rempart contre le terrorisme en Syrie étre
exaucé.

arack Obama : le prix de I'inaction.

Elu sur une promesse de ramener ses
soldats au pays, le président américain a
achevé fin 2011 le départ des derniéres
troupes d'Irak. Par 1a méme, Barack Obama
a rendu les clés du pays a l'autoritaire
Premier ministre chiite Nouri al-Maliki,
autrement dit a I'Iran. Le désengagement
américain au Moyen-Orient est encore plus
visible en Syrie. Barack Obama a eu beau
soutenir publiquement 1'opposition syrienne
modérée et lui promettre des livraisons

d'armes, les rebelles syriens n'ont rien vu
arriver de conséquent sur le terrain.

Au contraire, le président américain, qui
avait averti Bachar el-Assad d'une riposte
ferme en cas de franchissement de la "ligne
rouge" - a savoir l'utilisation d'armes chim-
iques -, a dramatiquement reculé en déci-
dant de ne pas frapper la Syrie apres l'at-
taque de la Ghouta, en aofit 2013. Pis, en
concluant avec la Russie un accord sur le
démantelement de l'arsenal chimique de
Damas en septembre 2013, Barack Obama a
sauvé Bachar el-Assad, et signé par la méme
occasion l'arrét de mort de 1'opposition syri-
enne modérée. Il le paiera trés cher.

Des lors, le pourrissement du conflit syrien
profite a Bachar el-Assad, qui reprend 1'a-
vantage militaire sur une rébellion déliques-
cente, d'autant plus qu'elle est désormais aux
prises avec les djihadistes de 1'organisation
Etat islamique, qui contrélent un vaste terri-
toire a cheval sur la Syrie et 1'Trak. D'ailleurs,
Barack Obama a fait son mea culpa
dimanche, en reconnaissant avoir sous-
estimé le fait que le chaos en Syrie pourrait
fournir un terrain propice a 1'émergence de
groupes djihadistes aussi dangereux que l'or-
ganisation Etat islamique (EI). &

La Bulgarie a livré
des armes et munitions

pour les Kurdes d'Irak
Sofia, 30 septembre 2014 (AFP)

LA BULGARIE a livré au gouvernement irakien des "armes légéres" et des
munitions a I'intention des forces kurdes en lutte contre les jihadistes, a annon-
cé mardi le ministére bulgare de la Défense dans un communiqué.

La livraison porte sur "1.800 armes a feu légeres" et 6 millions de munitions, d'une
valeur de 3 millions d'euros, indique le texte, précisant que le don a "déja été regu par
la partie irakienne". La date n'a pas été communiquée.

Cette "livraison d'aide militaire d'urgence” est destinée aux "forces kurdes de sécurité
Peshmerga, qui ont le potentiel pour s'opposer réellement aux forces de l'organisation
Etat islamique”, souligne le ministére.

Plusieurs pays, dont I'Albanie, I'Allemagne, le Canada, la Croatie, le Danemark, les
Etats-Unis, la France, la Grande-Bretagne, la Hongrie, ['ltalie, la République tchéque,
le Royaume-Uni ont annoncé ces derniéres semaines avoir livré ou avoir l'intention de
livrer des armes aux combattants kurdes d'lrak. ®

Le groupe El relache
70 éléves kurdes

enlevés en Syrie
Beyrouth - 30 septembre 2014 J.M Lopez ( AFP)

LE GROUPE de I'Etat islamique (El) a relaché mardi plus de 70 éléves kurdes
qui avaient été enlevés dans le nord de la Syrie en mai, a indiqué
I'Observatoire syrien pour les droits de 'Homme (OSDH)

Aucune information n'était disponible dans I'immédiat sur les raisons et les circons-
tances de la libération de ces jeunes, annoncée dans un premier temps par les
parents.

Ils faisaient partie d'un groupe de 153 éléves de la ville d'Ain al-Arab (Kobané en

kurde) enlevés le 29 mai alors qu'ils revenaient d'Alep (nord-ouest) apres des exa-
mens.

Ils avaient été kidnappés dans le secteur de Minbej, qui a récemment été la cible de
frappes aériennes de la coalition anti-jihadistes menée par Washington.

Dans les semaines suivant I'enlévement, cing jeunes étaient parvenus a s'échapper
et 37 avaient été libérés, dont les 10 filles du groupe, selon 'OSDH.

Une trentaine de jeunes restent captifs de I'El et, d'apres 'ONG basée en Grande-
Bretagne, le groupe extrémiste refuse de les relacher car ils ont de la famille mem-
bre d'un parti kurde opposé a I'El.

Les jihadistes sont actuellement a seulement trois kilométres d'Ain al-Arab, ou les
combats font rage entre eux et des Kurdes syriens aidés de fréres d'armes venus
de la Turquie toute proche.

Leur assaut sur la région, lancé il y a deux semaines, a provoqué la fuite vers la
Turquie d'au moins 160.000 réfugiés. ®
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Turkey sends tanks to border as Islamic
State closes on Kurdish city

http://www.mcclatchydc.com
September 29, 2014

Turkey deployed 35 armored vehicles,
including at least a dozen tanks, to the
border with Syria on Monday as Islamist
extremists closed in on the Syrian Kurdish
border town of Kobane, raining shells from
two directions.

At least two mortar rounds landed on the
Turkish side of the border, but it was unclear
whether Turkey would intervene to prevent
the capture of the city, which was under
heavy bombardment Monday night. At least
160,000 Syrian refugees, with more waiting
to cross, have entered Turkey in the past
week as the Islamic State, also known as
ISIS, pushed toward the city.

“Maybe we can survive for a few days,”
Idriss Nassan, the deputy foreign minister of
the Kobane canton, told McClatchy, predict-
ing “great resistance” by the city’s defender,
a Kurdish militia called the People’s
Protection Units. “But ISIS will reach the city
of Kobane.”

assan said that at least 20 Islamic

NState shells had fallen Monday on
Kobane, striking the city itself and every
suburb, and killing at least three civilians. He
said the extremists had been reinforcing
their troops with new weapons and fighters.
A fighter jet flew over the city for half an
hour, he said, perhaps part of the U.S.-led
coalition, but it didn’t carry out airstrikes.

“The coalition is bombing the Islamic
State far away from Kobane, even as the
same group is gathering its forces around
Kobane,” said a Syrian rebel leader fighting
with a group called the Brigade of Ragga
Revolutionaries east of Kobane. The rebel
leader asked to be referred to only as Abu
Issa — Issa’s father — for his security.

Anti-regime media activists said many
fighters from both sides had been killed in
the fighting over three villages outside

Turkish tanks roll to take positions along the Turkey-Syria border near Suruc, Turkey,
Monday, Sept. 29, 2014. U.S.-led coalition air raids targeted towns and villages in northern
and eastern Syria controlled by the Islamic State group, including one strike that hit a grain

Kobane.

The fighting at Kobane and the seeming
reluctance of the international community to
come to the aid of the People’s Protection
Units reveals yet another layer of conflict
that colors the conflict in Syria. Turkey, the
United States and the European Union think
the militia is itself a terrorist group, affiliated
with the Kurdistan Workers Party. Some
have accused it of collaborating with the
Assad government, in part because it
refused to allow rebel groups it considers
radical Islamists to operate in Kurdish areas.

uspicion runs in both directions.

Nassan said the Democratic Union
Party, which controls the canton, suspected
that Turkey wanted to oust it from power and
was using the Islamic State to accomplish
this.

“The Turkish army is preparing for some-
thing, maybe to invade Kobane,” he said. “I
was expecting this when we declared our
administration,” a reference to the declara-
tion of a state of Rojava in July 2012, when
Syria government soldiers abandoned the
area. “Now’s the time to destroy the admin-
istration.” He asserted that Turkey had
pushed the Islamic State to attack Kobane

Refugees wait near the Turkish-Syrian border after fleeing Syria, near Sanliurfa, Turkey

and was planning to invade.

Turkey hasn’t stated its intentions, but
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has indi-
cated that he won’t approve of any action
that supports the People’s Protection Units.

Turkey has been a reluctant partner in the
U.S.-led coalition, and what it intends is
uncertain. The Turkish Parliament, which is
dominated by Erdogan’s Justice and
Development Party, will meet Wednesday to
debate a new war powers act giving the
government the authority to use ground
troops outside its borders in Iraq or Syria.

In a speech Sunday at the World
Economic Forum in Istanbul, Erdogan criti-
cized the U.S. coalition’s airstrikes-only
strategy, which some in the audience took
as a suggestion that Turkey would use its
own troops. “I’m not a soldier, but air opera-
tions are logistical. If there is no ground
force, (any advances) would not be perma-
nent,” he said.

Erdogan has repeatedly called for no-fly

zones in Syria to protect civilians from
government bombardment and to give dis-
placed people a refuge within the country’s
borders, a proposal the Obama administra-
tion has not embraced. The Democratic
Union Party is unlikely to welcome such a
zone, not only because the Islamic State has
no combat aircraft but also out of fear that
the real intent may be to oust the party from
power.

It seemed unlikely that the government
would decide on any steps before
Parliament approves the war powers act.

The Democratic Union Party anticipates a
Turkish intervention at that time.

“Turkey wants to install a new administra-
tion in Kobane,” said Nassan. ¢

McClatchy special correspondent Mousab
Alhamadee contributed to this article from
Istanbul.
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Kurds seize Iraq/Syria border
post; Sunni tribe joins fight
against Islamic State

September 30, 2014 /ARBIL Iraq/MURSITPINAR Turkey
By Isabel Coles and Jonny Hogg / (Reuters) -

IRAQI KURDISH troops drove Islamic State fighters from
a strategic border crossing with Syria on Tuesday and won
the support of members of a major Sunni tribe, in one of
the biggest successes since U.S. forces began bombing the
fighters.

The victory, which could make it harder for militants to operate on
both sides of the frontier, was also achieved with help from Kurds from
the Syrian side of the frontier, a new sign of cooperation across the bor-
der.

Iraqi Kurdish peshmerga fighters took control of the Rabia border
crossing in a battle that began before dawn, an Iraqi Kurdish political
source said.

"It's the most important strategic point for crossing. Once that's taken
it's going to cut the supply route and make the operation to reach Sinjar
easier," the source said, referring to a mountain further south where
members of the Yazidi minority sect have been trapped by Islamic
State fighters.

The participation of Sunni tribal fighters in battle against Islamic State
could prove as important a development as the advance itself.

Members of the influential Shammar tribe, one of the largest in north-
western Iraq, joined the Kurds in the fighting, a tribal figure said.

"Rabia is completely liberated. All of the Shammar are with the
Peshmerga and there is full cooperation between us,” Abdullah Yawar,
a leading member of the tribe, told Reuters.

He said the cooperation was the result of an agreement with the presi-
dent of Iraq's Kurdish region after three months of negotiation to join
forces against the "common enemy".

Gaining support from Sunni tribes, many of which either supported or
acquiesced in Islamic State's June advance, would be a crucial objective
for the Iraqi government and its regional and Western allies in the fight
against the insurgents.

‘WINNING OVER SUNNI TRIBES

Winning over Sunni tribes was a central part of the strategy that helped
the U.S. military defeat a precursor of Islamic State during the "surge"
campaign of 2006-2007. Washington has made clear it hopes the new
Iraqi government of Prime Minister Haidar al-Abadi, who took power
last month, can repeat it.

Rabia controls the main highway linking Syria to Mosul, the biggest
city in northern Iraq, which Islamic State fighters captured in June at
the start of a lightning advance through Iraq's Sunni Muslim north that
jolted the Middle East.

Twelve Islamic State fighters' bodies lay on the border at the crossing
after the battle, said Hemin Hawrami head of the foreign relations
department of the Kurdistan Democratic Party, one of the main Iraqi
Kurdish parties, on Twitter.

Syrian Kurdish fighters said they had also joined the battle: "We are
defending Rabia ... trying to coordinate action with the Peshmerga
against Islamic State. It is true," said Saleh Muslim, head of the Syria-
based Kurdish Democratic Union Party (PYD).

If Rabia can be held, its recapture is one of the biggest successes since
U.S.-led forces started bombing Islamic State targets in Iraq in August.

It is one of two main border crossings between militant-held parts of
the two countries, control of which has allowed Islamic State to declare

Islamic State flags flutter on the Mullah Abdullah bridge in
southern Kirkuk September 29, 2014.
Credit: REUTERS/Ako Rasheed

a single Caliphate on both sides. The other main crossing, Albu Kamal
on the Euphrates River valley highway, has been a primary target of
U.S. strikes on both sides of the frontier this past week.The ability to
cross the frontier freely has been a major tactical advantage for Islamic
State fighters on both sides. Fighters swept from Syria into northern
Iraq in June and returned with heavy weapons seized from fleeing Iraqi
government troops, which they have used to expand their territory in
Syria.

Washington expanded the campaign to Syria last week in an effort to
defeat the fighters who have swept through Sunni areas of both coun-
tries, killing prisoners, chasing out Kurds and ordering Shi'ites and
non-Muslims to convert or die.

In two complex, multi-sided civil wars, the Sunni fighters are battling
against Shi'ite-backed government in both countries, rival Sunni
groups in Syria and separate Kurdish forces on either side of the fron-
tier.

Washington hopes the strikes, conducted with help from European
allies in Iraq and Arab air forces in Syria, will allow government and
Kurdish forces in Iraq, and moderate Sunnis in Syria, to recapture ter-
ritory.

In Iraq, a coalition of Iraqi army, Shi'ite militia fighters and Kurdish
troops known as peshmerga have been slowly recapturing Sunni vil-
lages that had been under Islamic State control south of the Kurdish-
held oil city of Kirkuk.

"At dawn today, two villages near Daquq, 40 kilometres south of
Kirkuk, Peshmerga forces liberated them from Islamic State," an Iraqi
security official said.

Islamic State fighters had used positions in the villages to fire mortars
at neighbouring Daquq, a town populated mainly by ethnic Turkmen
Shi'ite Muslims. When Kurdish fighters entered the villages they were
empty, the security official said.

GROUND SHAKING BENEATH OUR FEET

Peshmerga secretary-general Jabbar Yawar estimated the Iraqi Kurds
had now retaken around half the territory they lost when the

-
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= militants surged north towards the regional capital Arbil in early
August, an advance that helped to prompt the U.S. strikes.

"We have absorbed the shock and are pushing them back," Yawar said.
Peshmerga fighters, Iraqi army troops and pro-government militia were
advancing north from the Peshmerga-held city of Tuz Khurmatu to
drive Islamic State fighters out of the countryside that surrounds
Kirkuk, the official said. He credited U.S.-led air strikes with helping the
peshmerga clear the two villages.

"This area witnessed intense air strikes from U.S.-led strikes and Iraqi
air strikes overnight and at dawn," the official said.

The explosions shook Kirkuk itself: "We felt the ground shaking beneath
our feet, and then we heard that there were air strikes outside Kirkuk,"
said a policeman in the city contacted by Reuters who asked not to be
identified.

In addition to aiding the Kurds in the north, U.S. air strikes have targe-
ted fighters west of Baghdad and on its southern outskirts, difficult rural
terrain known under U.S. occupation as the "triangle of death".

"We believe the U.S. air strikes have helped in containing Islamic State's
momentum,” said lawmaker Mowaffak al-Rubaie, a former head of
Iraq's advisory security council.

Iraqi officials said U.S. air strikes, along with strikes by Iraq's own air-
craft, had killed dozens of Islamic State fighters the previous day south
of the capital.

"It appears that 67 (Islamic State) militants were killed in Fadiliya," said
an Iraqi security source, referring to a town in the Euphrates valley
south of the capital. He said the casualty estimate came from satellite
imagery and informants.

The U.S. military said it had conducted 11 air strikes in Syria and the
same number in Iraq in the previous 24 hours, describing a range of tar-

gets including Islamic State tanks, artillery, checkpoints and buildings.
SIEGE IN SYRIA

Unlike in Iraq, where the U.S.-led air strikes are coordinated closely
with the government and Kurdish forces, Washington has no powerful
allies on the ground in Syria, making its strategy there riskier and more
precarious.

The United States and its Western and Arab allies oppose the govern-
ment of President Bashar al-Assad and are wary of helping him by hur-
ting his enemies. Turkey, the neighbour with the biggest military, has so
far held back from joining the U.S.-led coalition, despite an advance in
the past 10 days by Islamic State fighters against Kurds near the frontier
that has caused the fastest refugee exodus of the three-year civil war.

The fighters have laid siege to Kobani, a Kurdish city on Syria's border
with Turkey. The rattle of sporadic gunfire could be heard from across
the frontier, and a shell could be seen exploding in olive groves on the
western outskirts of town.

A steady stream of people, mostly men, were crossing the border post
back into Syria, apparently to help defend the town.

Ocalan Iso, deputy commander of the Kurdish forces defending the
town, told Reuters Kurdish troops had battled Islamic State fighters
armed with tanks through the night and into Tuesday.

The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, a body that monitors the
war with a network on the ground, said U.S.-led strikes had hit Islamic
State positions west of Kobani. Kurdish commanders have complained
in recent days that the air strikes hitting other parts of Syria were not
helping them at the front.

The Observatory said Islamic State now controls 325 out of 354 villages
on the rural outskirts of Kobani. ©

SEPTEMBER 29, 2014

iraqi Kurds plead for
western troops to
battle Islamic State IS

Stuart Ramsay, Chief

and we will get rid of IS. | promise you that.

"We need airstrikes, but eventually it has to
be ground forces," he said.

Despite the difficulties of combating IS in Iraq
and Syria, the Peshmerga have shown what
can be done - even if it is on a small scale.

In the battle-scarred village of Hasan Shami,
liberated from IS in the past week or so, buil-
dings are smashed and crumpled.

Correspondent
September 29, 2014
http://news.sky.com

RBIL-Hewlér, Kurdistan region 'lraq',—

If there is a city that simply has to be
taken back, a city whose fall to Islamic State
shocked the world and a city which encapsu-
lates the complexity of the IS crisis, it is
Mosul.

Lying on a huge plain you can see it through
the sand-filled skies in the distance from the
Kurdish Peshmerga's newly-built high posi-
tions.

Devastation Left By IS Fighters

Bridges were blown by retreating militants
and there are booby trap bombs in houses
and on the streets.

We came across a car wired to explosives,
probably to be set off by a remote device like
a mobile phone.

This was a big battle and there will be more
to come for sure.

But with the help of coalition jets it happe-
ned. That is the point.

The Peshmerga had support from the skies
and felt reinvigorated according to their com-
manders. They drove IS out and they say

In the foreground there is little or no move-

ving against all the odds is folklore.

they will do it again and again until they are
gone.

ment in a series of villages that have fallen
under the control of IS.

The Peshmerga are waiting. They want to
attack, but if truth be told they simply do not
have the ability to do so.

It is blowing a gale across their fortified
encampments. A huge building programme
of berms and camps is at full tilt.

These mountains are where they are strong
and where the Peshmerga tradition of survi-

Their ageing weapons are pointed at the
roads that lead deeper into Kurdistan and the
capital, Erbil.

Their leaders are urging the international
coalition's jets to strike here and to strike
hard. But theywww.Ekurd.net emphasise
that air power will not be enough. A ground
attack into urban areas will be needed.

Local commander, Bapin Harki, told me:
"These are our lands. We will take them back

It won't be that simple of course. But it is a
start.

As the international coalition plans its airs-
trikes on IS here in Iraq, as well as Syria,
there is a growing understanding that bea-
ting IS will take a mixture of politics, air
power and ground warfare.

The Kurds are doing it already. They are wai-
ting for help. 0
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Turkey's clumsy politics and
the Kurdish question

Inconsistent Turkish policies and fear of the birth of a Kurdish nation-state are bungling

29 Sep 2014
www.aljazeera.com
Cengiz Aktar

s the US-led war on the Islamic State
of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) gathers
i steam, there has been a great deal of spec-
i ulation over the role Turkey might play in

i the campaign. Ankara kept a low profile

i while 49 of its nationals were held hostage
i by ISIL in Mosul. Since their release on

i September 20, President Recep Tayyip

i Erdogan has made statements affirming

i Turkey's commitment to take part in the

i campaign.

i Yet Ankara's ISIL policy is not only ambigu-
i ous in the eyes of many but appears at

i odds with its regional Kurdish policy.

i Conflicting statements made by various

i Turkish officials do not help either. For

i instance on September 28, deputy prime

i minister Yalcin Akdogan declared that he

i thought the Kurdish Workers Party (PKK),

i an armed Kurdish group from Turkey,

¢ should fight ISIL instead of resting in the

i mountains of Iraqi Kurdistan where they are
i currently based.

i "If you have the power to do anything at all,
i godoitto ISIL. Why do you ask for

i Turkey's help if you have any power?"

i Akdogan said in an interview on Turkey's

i Kanal 7. "They just sit back in Kandil and

i ramble on about Kobane. Instead of talking,
i go and fight in Kobane."

Well, it so happens that the PKK has been
i engaged in this fight for some time, sup-

i porting the Iragi and Syrian Kurds in their

i battles against ISIL. Not to mention, the

i irony of a Turkish deputy prime minister

i calling for assistance from a group still des-
i ignated as "terrorist" by the government -

Female members of the PKK near the
frontline of the fight against ISIL in
Makhmur [Reuters]

regional relationships.

A Turkish mili-
tary vehicle
stands next to the
Turkish-Syrian
border as Kurdish
Syrian refugees
gather at the bor-
der fence, near the
southeastern
town of Surug in
Sanliurfa
province, Sept. 25.
REUTERS Photo /
Murad Sezer

Will Turkey join the fight against ISIL?

especially when on that same day, the pres-
ident makes a statement comparing PKK to
ISIL. This, despite the "peace talks"
Erdogan himself inaugurated in January
2013 to resolve the festering decades-long
conflict with the PKK.

FEARS AND OBSESSIONS

Obsessed with its security and territorial
integrity, Ankara has been engaged in a
protracted war with Kurds since the early
1980s. In January 2013, the government
realised that the conflict could not be
resolved by military means and initiated
talks with the jailed PKK leader Abdullah
Ocalan. This process is still ongoing and so
far, with the exception of a mutual ceasefire
or a "neither war nor peace" status quo,
nothing has been achieved in terms of post
conflict peace-building. The Turkish state
apparatus simply does not possess the
knowledge and experience to design a poli-
cy that can initiate negotiations and lay the
foundations of a peace-building process.
One must bear in mind that the leader of
the PKK Abdullah Ocalan was captured in

1999 - that was 15 years ago.
Inside Story - Will Turkey join the fight
against ISIL?

Turkish fears transcend geographic bor-
ders. Following the second Gulf War when
the Iragi Kurds obtained a measure of
autonomy thanks to the new Iraqi
Constitution and created the Kurdistan
Regional Government (KRG), Ankara
immediately assumed a defensive posture
by refusing to acknowledge the term KRG
in fear of the word "Kurdistan". US govern-
ment efforts were required to persuade
Turkey to establish normal ties with the :
KRG. In the end, Turkey became one of the i
top economic partners of Iraqi Kurdistan H
and its main ally in the region. This contin-
ued until the arrival of ISIL on the scene.

As for Kurds in Syria, the same "normalisa-
tion" never occurred. Ankara, together with
Iragi Kurdish leaders, never approved of the :
de facto situation which unfolded following
the disintegration of the Syrian state and
the unilateral declaration of autonomy by
Syrian Kurds. This is partly due to the kin-
ship between the Kurds of Syria and
Turkey. The Turkish-Syrian border has no
natural demarcation, and arbitrarily divides
Kurdish villages.

Turkey opted to ignore and eradicate what
it considers as a dangerous development
capable of setting an example for Turkish
Kurds. For this reason, some Kurdish
authorities have claimed that Ankara is pro-
viding support to some jihadist groups. One
of those groups, ISIL, is eager to consoli-
date its grip on the border areas with :
Turkey stretching from the Mediterranean to :
the Iranian border and in so doing, will =
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= wipe out the Kurdish stronghold.
FRIENDS LIKE THESE?

i But ISIL's recent attack on Syria's Kurdistan
¢ region and the town of Kobane in particular,
i has very likely changed Turkey's game plan
i -if it ever had one. Ankara's ambiguous
i ISIL policy has irritated not only Turkey's
i allies but all three major components of the

region's Kurdish community - those in Syria,

¢ Iraq and Turkey. The Iraqi Kurds, normally
i Turkey's best allies, expressed both aston-
i ishment and anger when Turkey didn't

i budge and preferred to watch ISIL's

i encroachment over parts of northern Iraq

abutting Kurdish territory.

Iragi Kurds have been disappointed to find
that Turkey was interested only in business
and absent when they needed military
assistance to defend Kurdish territory.

As for Turkish Kurds, they have openly
declared that the attack and possible fall of
Syria's Kurdish stronghold will be consid-
ered as an assault on them too. Thus they
made it clear that Turkey's ambiguous posi-
tion on ISIL will have negative conse-
quences on the ailing "peace talks" with
Ankara.

At the end of the day, Turkey's clumsy
politicians, fearing the birth of a Kurdish
nation-state more than anything but eager
on the other hand to assert their regional
supremacy, are ending up by alienating all
three Kurdish communities. No surprise
really when one recalls the other spectacu-
lar "achievement" of having no ambassador
in three key regional countries - Egypt,
Israel and Syria. @

Cengiz Aktar is Senior Scholar at Istanbul Policy
Center. As a former director at the United Nations
where he spent 22 years of his professional life, :
Aktar is one of the leading advocates of Turkey’s :
integration into the EU. i

Syrian Kurdish leader fears Kobani
massacre if weapons don't arrive

SEPTEMBER 30. 2014 -By John Irish (Reuters)

® PYD chief Muslim says West rebuffing
calls to arm Kurdish forces

@ Says fighters in Kobani outgunned by

tanks, heavy artillery

® Says YPG now coordinating with Free

Syrian Army

A SYRIAN KURDISH leader called on Tuesday for Western
states to provide weapons to his forces fighting Islamic
State in the besieged Syrian border town of Kobani, war-
ning that his fighters were outgunned and risked massacre
if help did not arrive soon.

Saleh Muslim, head of the Kurdish Democratic Union Party (PYD),
which has close links to the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) in
Turkey, said that his calls for arms had so far been rebuffed by the
United States and European nations, blaming Turkey for obstructing
his efforts.

"We are asking everybody who can help us to provide weapons to the
people fighting against tanks and artillery, but nobody is doing any-
thing. There will be many who are martyred," he told Reuters during
a diplomatic mission to Europe."We have sent messages to the
Europeans and the United States, but I think there are obstacles...
Turkey and other countries are preventing this because they don't
want the Kurds to be able to defend themselves."

Turkey, a NATO member with long border with Syria, has so far
declined to take a frontline role, fearful partly that the military action
will strengthen President Bashar al-Assad and bolster the Syrian
Kurdish militants allied to the outlawed PKK in Turkey who have
fought for three decades for more autonomy.

This is despite an advance in the past 10 days by Islamic State figh-
ters against the Kurdish YPG forces, the armed wing of the PYD, at
Kobani, known as Ayn al-Arab in Arabic, near the frontier that has
caused the fastest refugee exodus of the three-year civil war.

The Islamic State has laid siege from three sides to Kobani. The rat-
tle of sporadic gunfire could be heard on Tuesday from across the
frontier, and a shell could be seen exploding in olive groves on the
western outskirts of town.

"There is heavy fighting," Muslim said. "The Kurdish forces are
defending themselves with what they have in their hands to avoid a

Syrian Kurds wait near Mursitpinar border crossing to return to
their homes in the Syrian city of Kobani, on the Turkish-Syrian
border in the southeastern Turkish town of Suruc in Sanliurfa

massacre... but if the Islamic State comes through the city they will
destroy everything and slaughter the people.

"In a few days it will be resolved one way or another."

A steady stream of people, mostly men, were crossing the border post
back into Syria on Tuesday, apparently to help defend the town.
Muslim said most of them were originally from the area and had
returned to defend the city after earlier fleeing to Turkey.

He said that Turkey was preventing some fighters from entering
Syria and that there were no Turkish Kurds in Kobani.

Unlike in Iraq, where the U.S.-led air strikes are coordinated closely
with the government and Kurdish forces, Washington has no power-
ful allies on the ground in Syria, making its strategy there riskier and
more precarious.

"We have said that we want to be part of the coalition because if they
carry out air strikes they will need people to fight on the ground,”
Muslim said.

The United States and its Western and Arab allies oppose Assad and
are wary of helping him by hurting his enemies. They have said they
will support moderate opposition forces that are part of the Syrian
National Coalition (SNC) and its military wing the Free Syrian Army
(FSA) to fight Islamic State.

Muslim said his fighters were coordinating efforts to fight Islamic
State, although the FSA was not in the Kobani region. O
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Islamic State: Is Turkey
peace with Kurdish

jeopardizin
I{ﬁnl:(,)rity? 5

Islamic State militants are besieging the Syrian town of Kobane, leading tens of thousands of Kurds to flee into
Turkey. Kurdish leaders accuse Turkey of supporting IS in order to curb Kurdish self-rule in Syria.

WwWw.csmonitor.com
By Alexander Christie-Miller,
September 30, 2014

stanbul — An 18-month-old ceasefire

between Kurdish rebels and Turkey is
increasingly imperiled by the crisis in the
besieged town of Kobane in Syria, as well
as by the Turkish government’s growing
authoritarian streak.

In recent days, fighters of the self-decla-
red Islamic State have tightened a siege on
Kobane, which lies near the Turkish border,
and over 140,000 mainly Kurdish inhabi-
tants have fled into Turkey. Kurdish politi-
cians are now accusing Turkey of either
facilitating or else failing to act against the
militants.

Turkey has denied coddling Islamic
State. Its parliament is due to vote Thursday
on a government proposal to allow foreign
forces to launch raids into Syria and Iraq.
Turkey's own military already has a man-
date for cross-border incursions.

Turkey has been holding informal peace
talks with Abdullah Ocalan - the impriso-
ned leader of the Kurdistan Workers Party
(PKK), which has fought a 30-year-long
insurgency against Turkey — since Mr.
Ocalan declared a ceasefire last March. The
peace initiative, widely seen as Turkey's
best chance at resolving the conflict, has
boosted investment in the impoverished
southeast and led to improvements in civil
rights for Turkey's 15 million Kurds.

In return for expanded freedoms, the
government wants the PKK to lay down its
arms. But the strife in Kobane could put
those talks at risk. Last week Murat
Karayilan, a high-ranking commander in
the PKK, told a Kurdish TV station that
peace negotiations with the Turkish govern-
ment were "finished."

“The ceasefire and the peace process is
in a very fragile situation,” Ertugrul
Kurkcu, a member of Parliament for the
pro-Kurdish Peace and Democracy Party,
the political affiliate of the PKK, tells The
Christian Science Monitor.

“The state of the ceasefire is not only
determined by the situation in Turkey, but
the situation in the entire Kurdish nation,”
Mr. Kurkcu says, alluding to the Kurdish-
populated region of Syria, referred to by
Kurds as Rojava.

In a report issued Monday, Human
Rights Watch said discrimination against
Kurds had eased under the ceasefire and
that these changes “could further human
rights for all ethnic and religious minority
groups in Turkey.” But it also warned that

Turkish sol-
diers stand
guard as Syrian
Kurdish
refugees wait
behind the bor-
der fences to
cross into
Turkey near the
southeastern
town of Suruc
in Sanliurfa
province
September 27,
2014.

weakening rule of law and civil rights
under the 12-year leadership of President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan “may well jeopar-
dize” the peace process.

'BUFFER ZONE'

The Democratic Union Party (PYD),
which seized control of a Syrian enclave in
2012 from regime forces, has close links to
the PKK and is regarded warily by Turkey.
For the past two years it has been one of the
main rebel groups fighting IS in Syria. In
recent months, however, IS militants armed
with US-supplied heavy weaponry looted
in Iraq have gained the upper hand.

“The situation in Rojava, and particu-
larly in Kobane, is seen by the Kurdish
armed movement as a proxy war by Turkey
against Kurdish gains in Syria,” says
Kurkcu, reflecting the widespread convic-
tion among Kurds in Turkey that Ankara is
aiding IS.

Last week Turkey successfully freed 46
citizens taken hostage by IS after it overran
Turkey’s consulate in Mosul. The parlia-
mentary vote on cross-border military
incursions could allow the creation of a
"buffer zone" to help Turkey deal with the
flood of refugees from Syria and Iraq.

Kurdish leaders view that possibility as
yet another ploy against their kinsmen in
Syria, much to the Turkish government’s
frustration.

“On the one hand you ask Turkey to
help, on the other, you say the buffer zone is
a source of war,” Deputy Prime Minister
Yalcin Akdogan said on Turkish television
Sunday, addressing the PKK'’s leadership.
“If you have enough power to declare war,
then go and fight [against IS].”

Regardless of Ankara’s true intent, the
growing belief among Kurds that Turkey is
willing to allow Kobane to fall could derail
peace talks with the PKK, while not neces-

sarily reviving a full-bore conflict that has
cost 40,000 lives.

“The perception that the Turks weren’t
quickly willing to help the Kurds in Kobane
has created a trauma in Kurdish minds and
it will be very hard to restore trust,” says
Cenk Sidar, CEO of Sidar Global Partners, a
Turkey-focused political and strategic risk
consultancy firm.

If Kobane falls and IS carries out massa-
cres of the population and Kurdish fighters,
says Mr. Sidar, “the peace process will be
over.”

Henri Barkey, a professor of
International Relations at Lehigh University
in Pennsylvania, believes that even in that
event, however, a return to war between
Turkey and the PKK is unlikely.

“They have been fighting since 1984,
and they’ve had enough,” Mr. Barkey says.
“The economic situation has improved and
people in [Kurdish-populated southeast
Turkey] do not want to go back to war.”

However, Barkey believes that regard-
less of what happens in Kobane, Kurdish
trust in the Turkish state, which the peace
process sought to foster, may be irreparably
damaged.

The same may go for the broader trend
highlighted by Human Rights Watch,
which notes a string of authoritarian res-
ponses by Turkey to last summer's protests
and corruption probes of Erdogan’s inner
circle.

The government portrayed both as
“coup attempts,” and used them to justify
broad police crackdowns on dissent, and
tighter control of the judiciary.

“Turkey needs to build a comprehen-
sive democratic climate, and only in that
context can the Kurdish issue be solved,”
says Sidar.
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Erbil Revealed

How the first excavations in an ancient city are supporting its
claim as the oldest continuously inhabited place in the world

By ANDREW LAWLER
www.archaeology.org
Sept/Oct 2014

HE 100-FOOT-HIGH, oval-shaped citadel of Erbil towers high

above the northern Mesopotamian plain, within sight of the Zagros
Mountains that lead to the Iranian plateau. The massive mound, with its
vertiginous man-made slope, built up by its inhabitants over at least the
last 6,000 years, is the heart of what may be the world’s oldest conti-
nuously occupied settlement. At various times over its long history, the
city has been a pilgrimage site dedicated to a great goddess, a prosperous
trading center, a town on the frontier of several empires, and a rebel stron-
ghold.

Yet despite its place as one of the ancient Near East’s most signifi-
cant cities, Erbil’s past has been largely hidden. A dense concentration of
nineteenth- and twentieth-century houses stands atop the mound, and
these have long prevented archaeologists from exploring the city’s older
layers. As a consequence, almost everything known about the metropo-
lis—called Arbela in antiquity—has been cobbled together from a hand-
ful of ancient texts and artifacts unearthed at other sites. “We know
Arbela existed, but without excavating the site, all else is a hypothesis,”
says University of Cambridge archaeologist John MacGinnis.

Last year, for the first time, major excavations began on the north
edge of the enormous hill, revealing the first traces of the fabled city.
Ground-penetrating radar recently detected two large stone structures
below the citadel’s center that may be the remains of a renowned temple
dedicated to Ishtar, the goddess of love and war. There, according to
ancient texts, Assyrian kings sought divine guidance, and Alexander the
Great assumed the title of King of Asia in 331 B.C. Other new work
includes the search for a massive fortification wall surrounding the
ancient lower town and citadel, excavation of an impressive tomb just
north of the citadel likely dating to the seventh century B.C., and exami-
nation of what lies under the modern city’s expanding suburbs. Taken
together, these finds are beginning to provide a more complete picture
not only of Arbela’s own story, but also of the growth of the first cities,
the rise of the mighty Assyrian Empire, and the tenacity of an ethnically

Arbela’s (modern Erbil) strategic location between the great
Assyrian cities to the west and south, and the Zagros
Mountains to the east, placed it at the heart of the ancient
Near East’s most important cities and empires.

The booming city of Erbil (ancient Arbela)in Kurdistan encircles
the ancient citadel where evidence of more than six millennia of
human habitation is just beginning to be uncovered.

diverse urban center that has endured for more than six millennia.

Located on a fertile plain that supports rain-fed agriculture, Erbil and
its surrounds have, for thousands of years, been a regional breadbasket,
a natural gateway to the east, and a key junction on the road connecting
the Persian Gulf to the south with Anatolia to the north. Geography has
been both the city’s blessing and curse in this perennially fractious
region. Inhabitants fought repeated invasions by the soldiers of the
Sumerian capital of Ur 4,000 years ago, witnessed three Roman empe-
rors attack the Persians, and suffered the onslaught of Genghis Khan’s
cavalry in the thirteenth century, the cannons of eighteenth-century
Afghan warlords, and the wrath of Saddam Hussein’s tanks only 20
years ago. Yet, through thousands of years, the city survived, and even
thrived, while other once-great cities such as Babylon and Nineveh
crumbled.

ODAY ERBIL IS THE CAPITAL OF Iraq’s autonomous province

of Kurdistan. The citadel remains at the heart of a thriving city with
a population of 1.3 million, made up mostly of Kurds, and a boomtown
economy, thanks to a combination of tight security and oil wealth. During
the twentieth century, the high mound fell into disrepair as refugees from
the region’s conflicts replaced the town’s established wealthy families,
who moved to more spacious accommodations in the lower town and
suburbs below. The refugees have since moved to new settlements, and
efforts are currently under way to renovate the deteriorating nineteenth-
and twentieth-century mudbrick dwellings and twisting, narrow alleys. A
textile museum opened in a restored, grand, century-old mansion in early
2014, and work rebuilding the adjacent nineteenth-century Ottoman gate,
which sits on much more ancient foundations, is nearing completion. The
conservation work is also giving archaeologists the chance to dig into the
mound—which has just been declared a World Heritage Site—once so
wholly inaccessible. “Erbil has been largely neglected, and we know so
little,” says archaeologist Karel Novacek of the University of West
Bohemia in the Czech Republic, who conducted the first limited excava-
tions on the citadel in 2006. Extensive long-term excavations are not fea-
sible in Erbil. Nevertheless, Novacek, MacGinnis, their Iraqi colleagues,
and archaeologists from Italy, France, Greece, Germany, and the United
States, are using old aerial photographs, Cold War satellite imagery, =
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= and archives of ancient cuneiform tablets to
pinpoint the best spots to dig in order to take
advantage of this first real opportunity to examine
Erbil’s past.

Although the citadel has played an important
role in the Near East for millennia, knowledge of
the site has been remarkably limited because so
little archaeology has been done there and in the
surrounding area. Only a few pieces of 5,000-
year-old pottery found on the citadel attest to the
existence of ancient Arbela. And although the
greatest quantity of information about the city’s

Assyrian texts, and he suggests that the
roots of this version of Ishtar may lay deep
in the ancient Hurrian pantheon.

HE ASSYRIAN EMPIRE reached

its height in the seventh century B.C.,
when the kings Sennacherib, Esarhaddon,
and Ashurbanipal ruled the region, inclu-
ding Arbela. Contemporary Assyrian texts
describe the Egasankalamma as a richly
decorated and elaborate complex where
royals regularly came to seek the goddess’
guidance. Esarhaddon claimed that he

appearance, inhabitants, and role in the region
derives from the Assyrian period, almost all of the
evidence we have comes from texts and artifacts

found at other sites. the sun.”

HE FIRST MENTION of Arbela is found on

An inscribed clay cylinder found at Nimrud
details how the Assyrian King Esarhaddon
made Arbela’s temple to Ishtar “shine like

made the temple “shine like the day,”
likely a reference to a coating of a silver-
and-gold alloy called electrum that gleamed
in the Mesopotamian sun. A fragment of a
relief from the Assyrian city of Nineveh
shows the structure rising above the citadel

clay tablets dating to about 2300 B.C.. They
were discovered in the charred ruins of the palace at Ebla, a city some 500
miles to the west in today’s Syria that was destroyed by the emerging
Akkadian Empire. These tablets, some of the thousands found at the site
in the 1970s, mention messengers from Ebla being issued five shekels of
silver to pay for a journey to Arbela.

A century later, the city became a coveted prize for the numerous
ancient Near Eastern empires that followed. The Gutians, who came
from southern Mesopotamia and helped dismantle the Akkadian Empire,
left a royal inscription that boasts of a Gutian king’s successful campaign
against Arbela, in which he conquered the city and captured its governor,
Nirishuha. Nirishuha, and possibly other inhabitants of Arbela as well,
was likely Hurrian. Little is known about the Hurrians, who were mem-
bers of a group of either indigenous peoples or recent migrants from the
distant Caucasus. This inscription provides our first glimpse into the
identities of the multiethnic people of Arbela.

In the late third millennium B.C. the southern Mesopotamian city of
Ur began to build its own empire, and sent soldiers 500 miles north to
subdue a rebellious Arbela. Rulers of Ur claimed, in contemporary texts,
that they had smashed the heads of Arbela’s leaders and destroyed the
city during repeated and bloody campaigns. Other texts from Ur record
beer rations given to messengers from Arbela and metals, sheep, and
goats taken to Ur as booty. Three centuries later, in an inscription said to
have come from western Iraq, Shamshi-Adad I, who established a brief
but large empire in upper Mesopotamia, tells of
encountering the king of Arbela, “whom I pitilessly
caught with my powerful weapon and whom my feet
trample.” Shamshi-Adad I had the monarch behea-
ded.

Y THE TWELFTH CENTURY B.C., Arbela

was a prosperous town on the eastern frontier of
Assyria, which covered much of northern
Mesopotamia. Over the next centuries, the Assyrians,
a tight-knit trading people who built an independent
kingdom just to the west and south of Arbela, became
the largest, wealthiest, and most powerful empire the
world had seen. This empire eventually subsumed the
city, which became an important Assyrian center,
although the city’s population seems to have retained a
mix of ethnicities throughout this long era, which las-
ted until 600 B.C.

At the core of Arbela’s religious, political, and
economic life in this period was the Egasankalamma,

walls. Some Assyrian royals may have
lived there in their youth, perhaps to keep them safe from court intrigues
at the capitals of Nineveh, Nimrud, and Assur in the empire’s heartland.
On one tablet Ashurbanipal says, “I knew no father or mother. I grew up
in the lap of the goddess”—Ishtar of Arbela.

Under the Assyrians, Arbela was a cosmopolitan gathering place for
foreign ambassadors coming from the east. “Tribute enters it from all the
world!” says Ashurbanipal in one text. A governor oversaw the city’s
administration from a sumptuous citadel palace where taxpayers brought
copper and cattle, pomegranates, pistachios, grain, and grapes. Arbela’s
own inhabitants were a diverse mix that likely included those forcibly
resettled by the Assyrian state, as well as immigrants, merchants, and
others seeking opportunity in a city that rivaled the Assyrian capitals in
stature. “Arbela at this time was a multiethnic state,” says Dishad Marf,
a scholar at the Netherlands’ Leiden University. Names of its citizens
found in Assyrian texts are Babylonian, Assyrian, Hurrian, Aramain,
Shubrian, Scythian, and Palestinian.

Assyrian royalty also lavished gifts and praise on Arbela and its
patron deity. “Heaven without equal, Arbela!” proclaims one court poem
found in Nineveh’s state archives. The poem also describes Arbela as a
place where merry-making, festivals, and jubilation echoed in its streets,
and Ishtar’s shrine as a “lofty hostel, broad temple, a sanctuary of
delights” resounding with the music of drums, lyres, and harps. “Those
who leave Arbela and those who enter it are happy,” the hymn concludes.

Not all, however. The Nineveh relief depicting
Arbela includes a king, likely Ashurbanipal, pouring
a libation over the severed head of a rebel from
Arbela. According to ancient records, the king had
the surviving agitators chained to the city gates,
flayed, and their tongues ripped out.

FTER SO MANY CENTURIES of regional

domination, the Assyrians’ fall was sudden and
swift—and Arbela proved to be the sole surviving
major settlement. A coalition of Babylonians and
Medes, a nomadic people who lived on the Iranian
plateau, destroyed the Assyrian capitals in 612 B.C.
and scattered their once-feared armies. Arbela was
spared, perhaps because its population was in large
part non-Assyrian and sympathetic to the new
conquerors. The Medes, who may be the ancestors
of today’s Kurds, likely took control of the city,
which was still intact a century later when the
Persian king Darius I, third king of the Achaemenid
Empire, impaled a rebel on Arbela’s ramparts—a

or “House of the Lady of the Land.” Assyrian texts
mention the temple, dedicated to Ishtar, as early as the
thirteenth century B.C., though its foundations likely
rest on even older sacred structures. In Mesopotamian
theology Ishtar was the goddess of love, fertility, and
war. Martti Nissinen of the University of Helsinki has
closely examined the 265 references to the goddess in

Ishtar of Arbela was a popular
goddess throughout the region in
the Assyrian period. A stone stela
found in northern Syria depicts the
statue of the goddess that once
stood in her temple in Arbela.

scene recorded in an inscription carved on a western
Iranian cliff around 500 B.C.

By the fourth century B.C., the Achaemenid
Empire stretched from Egypt to India. In the fall of
331 B.C., on the plain of Gaugamela to the west of
Arbela, the Macedonian king Alexander the =
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= Great fought the Achaemenid ruler Darius III, rou-
ting the Persian army as its king fled. Classical sources
say that Alexander pursued Darius across the Greater
Zab River to Arbela’s citadel, where historians believe
the Persian king had his campaign headquarters.
Darius escaped east into the Zagros Mountains and
was eventually killed by his own soldiers, after which
Alexander assumed the leadership of the Persian
Empire, possibly in a ceremony held in Arbela’s tem-
ple of Ishtar, whom he may have equated with the
Greek warrior-goddess Athena.

A team from Sapienza University of Rome

“unambiguously among Mesopotamian mega-
cities.” The layout differs from that in other
Assyrian cities, where the walls were rectangu-
lar, with a citadel as part of the protective forti-
fications. Arbela, however, had an irregular
round wall entirely enclosing both the citadel
and the lower town. That design is more typi-
cal of ancient southern Mesopotamian cities
such as Ur and Uruk—a hint, Novacek says, of
Erbil’s ancient urban heritage. “This conjecture
desperately needs empirical verification,” he
cautions. Yet, if it can be proven, ancient
Arbela might rank among the earliest urban
areas and challenge the idea that urbanism

recently used ground-penetrating radar to examine
what lies under the center of the citadel, and found
intriguing evidence of two structures buried some 50
feet below the surface. “This is the rubble of large
stone buildings,” says Novacek, who believes this
material may sit in late Assyrian levels, and could

Arbela’s formidable walls and arched
gate are depicted in a seventh-century
B.C. stone relief found at Nineveh.

began solely in southern Mesopotamia.

Novacek is hopeful that parts of the
ancient city, such as those discovered by a
German Archaeological Institute team, might

prove to be remnants of the electrum-coated temple.

OWEVER, EXCAVATING A 50-foot-deep trench in the center of

a high mound poses immense engineering and safety challenges,
says Cambridge’s MacGinnis, who is advising the Iraqi-led team. Thus,
instead of focusing on the center of the citadel and the possible remains
of the temple, the excavators started work last year on the citadel’s north
rim with an eye to exposing the ancient fortification walls. At the time, an
abandoned early-twentieth-century house had recently collapsed, giving
researchers a chance to remove and see beneath the most recent layers.
Thus far, 15 feet of debris has been cleared away and investigators have
uncovered mudbrick and baked brick architecture, medieval pottery, and
a sturdy wall that may rest on top of the original Assyrian fortifications.
Next the team will tackle two other small areas nearby before returning
to the citadel to attempt the much trickier task of delving into the mound’s
central interior.

Novacek, meanwhile, has turned his attention to the ancient city that
grew up in the citadel’s shadow. “The lower town, which has been barely
investigated, is the key to understanding the city’s dynamics,” he says.
“Digging there requires a different approach.” Today Erbil’s thickly set-
tled downtown, in fact, hides traces of the ancient site. Novacek is using
British Royal Air Force aerial photos taken in the 1950s and American
spy satellite images from the 1960s Corona program to look for remnants
of the ancient city that survived into at least the middle of the twentieth
century. He has found faint outlines of two sets of fortifications. One of
these is a modest system probably dating from the medieval era, while
the second is a much larger set of structures that likely dates to some time
in the Assyrian period, and had been bulldozed to make way for the
modern town in the 1960s.

The earlier fortifications include a 60-foot-thick wall that likely had
a defensive slope and a moat. The city’s formidable construction, says
Novacek, resembles that found at Nineveh and Assur, and places it

An excavation on the north edge of Erbil’s citadel is the site’s
first large-scale dig. Currently, archaeologists are examining
the city’s medieval layers.

still lay buried under the shallow foundations of nineteenth- and twen-
tieth-century buildings. In 2009, the German excavators uncovered a
seventh-century B.C. Assyrian tomb just a short walk north of the cita-
del. The tomb had a vaulted chamber of baked bricks and three sarco-
phagi containing the remains of five people, a bronze bowl, lamps, and
pottery vessels. Using ground-penetrating radar, the team surveyed a
100,000-square-foot area around the tomb and spotted extensive archi-
tectural remains under a low mound mostly covered with modern buil-
dings. The discovery provides the first archaeological evidence of an
Assyrian presence in Arbela and begins to confirm the Assyrian court
records that mention Arbela as an important city. Yet Novacek worries
that the deep foundations of the enormous modern structures being built
near the citadel could quickly obliterate Erbil’s ancient past.

THER RESEARCHERS ARE looking further afield, outside the

city limits. A team led by Harvard University’s Jason Ur began to
survey the area around Erbil in 2012. “It’s one of the last broad alluvial
plains in northern Mesopotamia to remain uninvestigated by modern sur-
vey techniques,” says Ur, who also made use of old spy satellite photo-
graphs to identify ancient villages and towns that could then be explored.
Examining 77 square miles, the team mapped 214 archaeological sites
dating as far back as 8,000 years. One surprise was that settlements from
between 3500 and 3000 B.C. contain ceramics that appear more closely
related to southern Mesopotamian types than to those of the north. Ur
says this may mean that the plain, rather than being peripheral to the
urban expansion that took place in cities such as Ur and Uruk, was rela-
ted in some direct way to the great cities of the south. This evidence fur-
ther boosts Novacek’s theory that Arbela was, in fact, an early urban cen-
ter.

The ongoing research of the teams now working in the city is star-
ting to create an archaeological picture of life in Erbil and its environs
over the course of millennia. After the Assyrians, Persians, and Greeks
were gone, the city went on to serve as a key eastern outpost on the
Roman frontier, and was briefly the capital of the Roman province of
Assyria. Later it was home to flourishing Christian and Zoroastrian com-
munities under Persian Sasanian rule until the arrival of Islam in the
seventh century A.D. Though the city escaped destruction by the
Mongols in the thirteenth century—its leaders wisely negotiated surren-
der—Erbil subsequently slipped into obscurity. When Western explorers
arrived in the eighteenth century they dismissed the place as a muddy
and decrepit settlement of medieval origin. While Kurdistan’s isolation
under the latter part of Saddam Hussein’s reign placed the area off-limits
to most outsiders, in the post-Saddam era, Erbil has been set to play an
important role in the region. Conflict, however, threatens again.

Amid the archaeologists’ trenches and the mounds of construction
materials destined for use in the citadel’s conservation, one family still
lives on Erbil’s high mound, near the ancient citadel gate, preserving the
city’s claim as the oldest continuously settled place on Earth. ®

Andrew Lawler is a contributing editor at ARCHAEOLOGY.
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