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TURKEY:

BDP HAS A GOOD SCORE IN THE MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS

he election campaign

in Turkey was marked

by spectacular mea-

sure to  control

Internet by the AKP
government, which firstly
blocked Twitter at the beginning
of March following a court rul-
ing on 26 February, solely to pre-
vent the broadcasting of record-
ing of phone calls that compro-
mising phone calls. These seem
to backup the charges of corrup-
tion against the Prime Minister
and his government that have
been building up over the last
few months.

In an interview televised on 6
March, Recep Tayyip Erdogan
even stated that the ban could be
extended to Youtube and
Facebook (which, indeed, did
happen to Youtube soon after).

The European Union and the
United States and a major part of
international public opinion con-
demned these measures. They
were, however, pretty ineffective
since Twitter and many social
sites and networks immediately
circulated technical means for
Turkish Internet activists to
access its site via messages in
English and Turkish.
Consequently, Twittter’s traffic
fro Turkey rose spectacularly to
almost 39% of connections at its
peak.

More dramatic was the death of
a 15-year-old Kurdish Alevi,
Berkin Elvan, on 11 March,
which increased the tension all
round. Hit by a tear gas grenade
during the Gezi Park demonstra-
tions (in which he was not tak-
ing part), he had been in a coma

for several months, from which
he never recovered. His funerals
in Istanbul, on 12 March, were
attended by a most imposing
procession pictures of which
were taken up by demonstra-
tions in several other Turkish
and Kurdish towns. These were
marred by police violence,
which often degenerated by
nightfall into clashes between
Erdogan supporters and demon-
strators — resulting in yet anoth-
er death, this time of a 22-year-
old AKP supporter in Istanbul,
Can Karamanoglu. He was
killed by a firearm in circum-
stances that have not yet been
explained, though a suspect was
arrested the next day.

Berkin Elvan’s death, however,
in now way bothered the Prime
Minister, who simply described
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the young man as a “terrorist”,
accusing him of having been
masked when he was hit by the
police, although all the witness-
es, his family and friends, have
made it clear that he had only
left his house to go and buy
some bread.

In the Kurdish regions, the 21
March celebrations of the
Kurdish New Year, Newroz,
were marked by BDP meetings
and, as in last year, the reading
of a new message from Abdullah
Ocalan, the imprisoned PKK
leader, read out before 300,000
people in Diyarbekir. This time,
however, it was not a “surprise”
event but a directive issued to
“continue the dialogue process”,
that Ocalan described as “impor-
tant”, even though no concrete
agreement has yet been reached
between the PKK and the
Turkish State.

The “government’s stalling meth-
ods and the one sided way the pro-
cess has been carried out by avoid-
ing setting up any legal basis”
were highlighted by the PKK
President as well as the machi-
nations of an “international con-
spiracy” to wreck the process
(an allusion to the Fethullah
Giilen Brotherhood, strongly
opposed to both the AKP and
the PKK as well as any solution
to the Kurdish question).

On 30 March, the municipal elec-
tions took place throughout
Turkey. The outcome of this
election has been regarded both
by the AKP government and by
its opponents as indicating
either disavowal or support for
Erdogan and his authoritarian
deviations. While the acts of vio-
lence never reached the extremi-
ties of the 90s, several fights
broke out between supporters of
rival parties, from Ankara to
Iqdir, causing several deaths and
injuries and accusations of fraud
immediately flourished every-

where from opposition parties,
both the BDP and the CHP.
These were enhanced by the fact
that electricity cuts plunged sev-
eral towns and villages in dark-
ness, from Istanbul to the
Kurdish regions, just at the time
the votes were being counted.
Some polling stations were then
mysteriously sacked and bun-
dles of ballot sheets disap-
peared. Thus, according to the
Turkish Daily News, at Diizici,
sacks of ballot sheets were found
in the dustbins of six schools of
Osmaniye Province where vot-
ing had taken place. . .

In the Tillo district of Siirt
Province, the candidate of the
Saadet Party (SP), Behmen
Aydin, was even murdered by
stabbing when several masked
people jumped out of another
car and attacked the car in which
he was sitting with 5 other peo-
ple, who were also wounded.
Later the newly elected AKP
mayor, Mehmet  Mesut
Memduhoglu, was arrested as
suspect with 15 other people as
an official municipal car was
used for the crime.

Replying to charges of fraud
under cover of the electricity
cuts, the Fuel and Power
Minister, Taner Yildiz, caused
great hilarity on the social net-
works, particularly those target-
ed by Erdogan’s blackout policy,
when he explained that a stray
cat that got into a transformer
had caused all the blackouts
from Istanbul to Mardin... More
seriously, an article in Hiirriet
gave a map of all the electricity
cuts across the country showing
that the areas, which had suf-
fered these fortuitous black-outs
were those supplied with elec-
tricity by governmentOcontrolled
companies.

Nevertheless, even though taint-
ed by irregularities and ballot
rigging, Erdogan seems to have

won from Ankara to Urfa,
despite the protest demonstra-
tions. Of all the opposition par-
ties, the BDP seems to have
come out best, as it announces
that it has won eleven towns
more than in 2009 (the pro-
Kurdish party at that time was
the DTP), including Mardin,
Agri and Bitlis taken from the
AKP, 68 districts and 23 sub-dis-
tricts; although the results have
not all been fully confirmed
because of all the charges of
fraud still pending. In all, how-
ever, this makes 102 municipali-
ties won by the BDP.

In the Kurdish regions, the
hopes raised by the peace pro-
cess could have working in
favour of either the AKP or the
BDP. In the end, however, the
BDP won three towns from the
AKP, except for Urfa, that
remains in the hands of the
majority party, as well as other
districts and towns with a mixed
Turkish-Kurdish population.

On the other hand, a new
Kurdish party, Huda Par, the
“Kurdish Hezbollah”, only won
a very poor score, being under
8% even where its score was
highest. It would be interesting,
on analysis, to see whether this
neo-Islamist party’s score was
won at the expense of the AKP
or of the BDP.

Taken nationally, the AKP won
(pending confirmation) about
45.44% of the vote, the CHP
27.77%, the MHP 15.27% and the
BDP allied to the HDP 6.48%.

In addition to winning Mardin,
Agqri and Bitlis, the BDP retained
control of Diyarbekir, Batman,
Van, Dersim, Siirt, Hakkari,
Sirnak and Igdil

Here are the latest estimates for
the Kurdish or mixed population
regions (in 2009 the Kurdish
party was the DTP):
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Provinces won by the DTP in
2009 and remaining with the
BDP:

- Batman, Dersim, Diyarbekir,
Hakkari, Igdir, Siirt, Sirnak, Van.

Provinces that the BDP won
from the AKP:

- Agri, Bitlis, Mardin (with Ahmet
Tiirk standing as an independent)

Provinces that the AKP help on to:
- Adiyaman, Bingol, Elazig,
Gaziantepe, Kahramanmaras,
Malatya, Mus, Urfa (won by and
independent in 2009)

AKRP: Justice and Development
Party led by Mr. Erdogan

BDP: Party for Peace and
Democracy, pro-Kurdish

CHP: People’s Republican Party,
led by Mr. Kiligdaroglu.

MHP: Nationalist Action Party,
extreme-Right, Turkish nationalism

ADIYAMAN:

AKP : 56,46 %

CHP: 21,8%

MHP : 12,79%

BDP:6,2%

(2009: AKP: 49,26%; SP: 24,08%;
CHP: 13,36%)

AGRIL

BDP : 45,92%

AKP : 45,47%

(2009: AKP: 36,91%; DTP: 32,37%)

BATMAN:

BDP : 56,35%

AKP : 30,78%
HUDA PAR: 7,80%
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(2009: DTP: 59, 67%; AKP: 36, 65%)

BINGOL:

AKP : 58, 32%

BDP :26,92%

MHP : 8,74%

(2009: AK: 42,84%; DTP: 33,79%; SP:
17,16%)

BITLIS:

BDP: 44, 05 %

AKP : 39, 44%

HUDA PAR: 5,58%

(2009: AKP: 43,10%; DTP: 34,43%)

DERSIM:

BDP : 42,46%

CHP : 30,80%

(2009: DTP: 30%; independant:
24,47% ; AKP: 21,63%; CHP: 15,07%)

DIYARBAKIR:

BDP : 57,78%

AKP : 34,31 %

HUDA PAR :4,78%

(2009: DTP: 65,43%; AKP: 31,57%)

ELAZIG:

AKP : 55,80%

MHP :29,12%

CHP :7,3%

(2009: AKP: 47,76%; MHP: 23,29%)

GAZIANTEPE:

AKP : 54,6%

CHP : 21,47%

MHP : 11,88%

(2009: AKP: 52,53%; CHP: 29, 97%)

HAKKARI:
BDP : 66,76%
AKP :26,12%
(2009: DTP: 78,97%; AKP: 15,93%)

IGDIR:
BDP : 43,89%
MHP : 42,58 %

AKP : 15,49%
(2009: DTP: 36,62%; AKP: 30,54%;
MHP: 27,08%)

KAHRAMAN MARAS:

AKP : 58,70%

MHP : 30,93%

(2009: AKP: 65,31%; MHP: 21,97%)

MALATYA:

AKP : 62,88%

CHP : 16,74%

(2009: AKP: 53,08%; SP: 29,05%)

MARDIN:

Ahmet TURK: 52,19%

AKP: 37,39%

(2009: AKP 45,4%; DTP: 36,32%)

MUS:

AKP : 48,25%

BDP : 41,54%

(2009: AKP: 50,55%; DTP: 37,23%)

SIIRT:

BDP : 49,53%

AKP :41,97%

(2009: DTP: 49,43%; AKP: 45,77%)

SIRNAK:

BDP : 59,55 %

AKP :29,9%

(2009: DTP: 53,75%; AKP: 42,60%)

URFA:

AKP : 60,76%

BDP : 30,70%

(2009: indépendant: 44,03%; AKP:
39,30%; DT: 10,49%)

VAN:

BDP : 54, 14%

AKP : 40, 84%

(2009: DTP: 53,54%; AKP: 39,16%)

SYRIA:

SURROUNDED BY THE ISIL, THE PYD DRAWS CLOSER TO THE FSA

he recurrent attacks by
the Islamic State of Iraq
and the Levant against
the “Rojava” (Syrian
Kurdistan) and its strat-
egy of encircling the three

AND ACCUSES THE BAATH

Kurdish enclaves that the PYD
had declared autonomous have
finally forced the Syrian branch
of the PKK to form an alliance in
the field with the Free Syrian
Army, previously its adversary.

Thus on 19 March, the YPG cen-
tral command called for a “gen-
eral mobilisation” of the Kurds
in the three cantons, to “protect

the values of democracy and free-
dom upheld by the YPG’.
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Further to the attacks against the
Kurdish areas in Raqqa
province, where the ISIL is seek-
ing to establish its “State” and of
which it occupies the capital of
the same name, on 21 March 600
Kurds fled from their villages
(Tell Akhdar, Tell Fandar et Tell
Abyad) according to the Syrian
Research Institute for Human
Rights after an ultimatum issued
by the ISIL.

According to this Institute, near-
ly 500 Kurds have crossed the
Turkish border, which suggests
that the intention of the ISIL is to
ethnically cleanse of Kurds the
land around Kobani (Ayn
alArab) so as to isolate it further.

While visiting Oslo, Salih
Muslim, the co-President of the
PYD, pointed out, during a press
conference given on the same
day, that the ISIL had been
launching attacks and suicide
bombs for the last three weeks
against Qamishlo or Kobani
(Ayn al Arab) so as to cut the
routs linking the two regions
and that the next phase of their
plans would be to isolate Afrin
in the same way.

On 24 March, Rédur Khalil, the
YPG spokesman, confirmed that
Kobani was now encircled by
the ISIL with troops that had
come from Deir el Zor, Aleppo,
Raqqa and Lazkiye, this repeat-
ing Salih Muslim’s remarks. He
also mentioned tanks with
which the jihadists were making
these attacks against the eastern
part of the Kurdish canton.
Passports of Islamists captured
or killed showed the variety of
geographical origins of these
people: Saudi Arabia, Yemen,
Iraqi Kurdistan, Algeria, Tunisia,
Lybia, Canada, Denmark,
France, Germany, Turkey and
Chechenia.

On the same day, the YPG high
command called on “all the

Kurdish groups to set aside their
differences” to carry out their
“national duty” in the face of
these attacks. In a communiqué,
he pointed out that the aim of
the ISIL was to take control of
the oil fields of Rimelan as well
as to cut communications
between the cantons. He re-iter-
ated the call of the YPG to all the
Kurds, including the non-Syrian
ones to rally round to defend the
cantons.

This time, however, the
“Kurdish groups” called upon to
help were mentioned by name:
the Presidency of the Iraqi
Kurdistan Region, and its three
major parties, Masud Barzani’s
Kurdistan Democratic Party,
Jalal Talabani’s Patriotic Union
of Kurdistan (PUK),
Nawshirwan Mustafa’s Gorran,
the Executive of the Group of
Kurdistan Communities (KCK)
the Peace and Democracy party
(BDP) of the Kurds in Turkey —
in brief all the existing Kurdish
parties except those of Iran.
However, he failed to specify
what help he was calling for in
addition to international human-
itarian aid, essentially by the
Turkish Red Crescent and the
opening of the Turkish border
posts.

This kind of appeal for mobilisa-
tion has been repeated all
through the month by the local
organs of the PYD and the YPG,
but always without fundamen-
tally detailing the nature of this
“national duty”. Reacting to this
“appeal for unity”, Abdulhakim
Bashar, the President of the
Kurdistan Democratic Party of
Syria (Al-Parti), close to the Iraqi
KDP, replied that he was fully
prepared to unite against the
ISIL and to put an end to a fratri-
cidal conflict:

“We are ready to negotiate with the
PYD. It is true that there are differ-
ences of opinion between the

Kurdish parties, but it is the duty of
all to protect the Kurdish regions
from the terrorist groups ... but on
condition that it is under the banner
of Kurdistan and in the name of
Kurdistan” (BasNews). In other
words not under the YPG ban-
ner on behalf of the PYD, and
this by accepting to form a unit-
ed political front of Kurdish
Parties to carry out the Erbil
agreements of November 2012,
which provided for the forma-
tion of a united military force
with a command shared with the
Kurdish National Council.

It is probably not one of the
PYD’s objectives to see Syrian
Kurdish Peshmergas, trained in
Iraqi Kurdistan, enter their can-
tons, but hitherto, to maintain its
denial of links with the PKK, it
has not appealed (or at least not
officially) for mnon-Syrian
Kurdish fighters. Yet Murat
Karayilan recently called on the
Kurdish youth of Urfa (adjoin-
ing Kobani, to join the “Kurdish
resistance” as well as the rest of
the young Northern Kurds
(Turkey). Rédur Khalil puts this
forward as a normal response to
the Jihadist international as
detailed by the enemy passports
seized by his troops.

There has, so far, been no reacti-
vation of the Erbil agreements,
but one of the PYD’s political
and strategic changes of direc-
tion is the alliance (at least in the
military field) of the YPG with
the Free Syrian Army. Indeed,
Salih Muslim confirmed at a
press conference in Sweden, that
“in this fight, the Free Syrian Army
is supporting us. The population is
on the YPG’s side”.

It should e recalled that from the
start of the Syrian revolution, the
PYD has had no relations with
the Syrian Arab opposition,
whether of the Coalition or, in
the field, with the Free Syrian
Army. Any such contacts have
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been conflictual, especially in
areas of mixed Arab-Kurdish
population, like Seré Kaniyé
(Ras al ‘Ayn) or the areas
between Aleppo and Afrin.
Indeed, one of the PYD’s criti-
cisms of the Kurdish National
Council was its political line of
understanding or alliance with
the Syrian Coalition and the Free
Syrian Army. These were
accused by all the PYD'’s official
bodies and media of being infil-
trated by islamists (for example
by Jabhat al Nusra) and of play-
ing Turkey’s game.

However, as Kobani ('Ayn Al
Arab) became increasingly encir-
cled by the ISIL, the PYD and
YPG came up against the practi-
cal limitations of their political
and military isolation, which
they could not resolve on their
own because of the way the
three Kurdish areas were geo-
graphically and ethnically
hemmed in.
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Finally, another sign of the shift
of alliances, the charge now
being made by the PYD against
the Bath of it supporting the ISIL
behind the scenes in order to
weaken the Kurds and prevent
the autonomy of the Kurdish
zones and their “new democratic
experiment”. These are just the
accusations formerly made
against the FSA while the other
Syrian Kurds and the Arab
opposition constantly
denounced the collaboration, in
the field, between the Baath and
the PYD.

In an interview given to a Dutch
journalist, Wladimir Van
Wilgenburg, on A1 Monitor,
Redur Khalil thus openly turned
on the Syrian government: “The
regime is trying to weaken the
Kurds. It knows that we are fighting
the ISIL and our fight against the
ISIL undoubtedly helps them”. He
even accused Iran of being
behind tS5hese manoeuvres,

which may indicate yet another
change of political alignment
and even an attempt to move
closer to Turkey. Thus last
February Asia Abdullah, the
PYD co-president, in a visit to
Istanbul stated that her party
sought Turkish support and did
not want to a confrontation with
Ankara.

Indeed, a “reconciliation” with
Iraqi Kurdistan to open the Pésh
Khabtr border post would not
help Kobani much since, like
Afrin its only foreign border is
with Turkey. The only way of
linking the three cantons would
be to occupy areas inhabited by
Arabs, Turcomen and
Christians. This, however, might
involved militarily occupying
people who were not supporters
of the PYD or, indeed, of a
Kurdish autonomous state
spread out all along the Turkish
border between the PYD con-
trolled cantons.

IRAQI KURDISTAN:

THE CRISIS WITH BAGHDAD REVIVES THE ISSUE OF INDEPENDENCE

rime Minister Nuri
Maliki’s decision to
cut the salaries of the
civil servants in the
Kurdistan Region con-
tinues to arouse indignation in
Kurdish political circles, who
highlight its unconstitutional
character in that it discriminates
against a certain group of citi-
zens. Masud Barzani, the
Kurdistan President, even called
this decision a “war declaration”.

Speaking on 4 March at the
Second Encounter of the
American  University  of
Suleimaniah (which was also
attended by the Turkish Foreign
Minister, Ahmet Davutoglu)
Nécirvan Barzani declared that
this idea of cutting Kurdistan’s
share of the budget “was the
work of only one person” (with-
out naming him). He warned

that this crisis could lead to the
“collapse of Iraq” and that Erbil
“would not back down on its consti-
tutional rights” despite the “direct
threats” he claimed to have
received from Baghdad.

However, the day before, on 3
March, Nuri Maliki, speaking on
Al Iraqiyya Television, had stat-
ed that he did not understand
why these problems were being
so exaggerated: “We consider our-
selves responsible for Kurdistan and
the Kurds, even if the KRG does not
see things the same way” . The Iraqi
Prime Minister repeated that the
budget payment had been
“delayed”, not “cut” and that the
reason was the 400,000 barrels of
oil per day that the Kurds were
supposed to deliver to Baghdad.
On 10 March, Masud Barzani,
attended the funerals of 93 mem-
bers of his extended family, who

had been secretly murdered by
Saddam Hussein in 1983 and
whose mass graves had recently
been found.

The next day, on 11 March, as the
Kurdistan Region was celebrating
the anniversary of the 1991 upris-
ing, Masud Barzani recalled, in his
speech, that a new generation had
grown up in Kurdistan that would
not accept any form of dictator-
ship or foreign occupation but, on
the contrary, sought to ensure the
freedom and progress of its coun-
try, after so many generations had
been sacrificed for this end in
Kurdistan.

He was, of course, referring to
the Iraqi Prime Minister who
was trying to force Erbil to give
way in the negotiations over oil
revenues by cutting the salaries
of civil servants in Kurdistan.
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On 20 March, after intense US
mediation, the Kurdistan Prime
Minister announced that, “as a
goodwill gesture” he was ready
to export 100,000 barrels of oil a
day through the Iraqi pipeline so
as to renew the negotiations,
which were still under way
though they had been marking
time for several moths.

“The negotiations with Iraq on oil
exports and the budgetary issues are
under way. These negotiations have
not yet arrived at acceptable agree-
ments. As a goodwill gesture and in
order to give these negotiations the
maximum opportunity of succeed-
ing, the Kurdistan Regional
Government has offered to make a
contribution to exports through the
Iragi pipelines” .

To date, however, these exports
have not yet begun because of
the bad condition of the pipeline
connecting Kirkuk to the
Turkish port of Ceyhan, which
had been regularly sabotaged
last year by Sunni Arab insur-
gents and was still not ready, as
the Iraqi Oil Minister admitted,
to transport any crude.

However, the situation created
by the freezing of salaries could
become an issues according to
some economists, because of the
great number of civil servants in
the Kurdish Region and a num-
ber of weaknesses in the eco-
nomic system of Iraqi Kurdistan,
as Gorran, the principal opposi-
tion party keeps pointing out.
Indeed, although a coalition
government has been agreed in
principle, negotiations are still
dragging out and Gorran
remains in opposition and still
stands for a reformation of the
political lines and economic
decisions adopted by its rivals in
office since 2005.

Thus a report by a Gorran mem-
ber of Parliament, Ali Hama Alj,
lays out in detail the faults

underlying the Region’s eco-
nomic developments in the daily
paper Chawder News (pro-
PUK). Thus the Region alone
employs 679,939 civil servants,
which is 22.6% of all the Iraqi
civil servants. In his view the
KRG’s annual budget would
only be able to cover one month
of the salaries of all its employ-
ees. For example, according to
this report, in 2013, the estimat-
ed revenue for ministry staff was
estimated at 651 billion dinars
whereas a single month’s
salaries would really require 750
billion dinars.

“The KRG is indebted to over 900
investors and does not have any
money to give them. There is no
international bank to lend them
funds because Kurdistan is not a
country and no other country is
ready to stand as guarantor for the
KRG”.

According to this report, the
financial crisis is not just due to
the conflict with Baghdad.
About 70% of the Region\s bud-
get goes to pay its staff; the KRG
has also made grants of 3 billion
US dollars to firms and also
spent money on many
unplanned projects like loans for
buying houses or marriage or
development programmes, some
of which, according to Ali Hama
Ali, have more disadvantages
than advantages. Moreover, the
expenses of the two historic par-
ties, the KDP and the PUK, are
often charged up to the govern-
ment, which is also something
it's time we reformed. .

Regarding loans to local firms
for prospecting and producing
oil, the government cannot
advance them funds and inter-
national investors balk at doing
so because of the 70% budget
being reserved for civil servant
wages as well as the conflict
with Baghdad over oil revenues
and exports.

Thus all control over the mar-
kets, imports and exports is suf-
fering from a lack of organisa-
tion and planning. While impor-
tant privileges are granted to
these companies, both foreign
and Kurdish, Kurdistan’s bor-
ders are wide open to all sorts of
products. Thus thousands of
vehicles come in with little or no
taxes or check on their technical
state, reliability or conformity to
standards.

The presence of thousands of
foreign workers, mainly in
building or service trades also
contributes to unbalanced cur-
rency exchanges.

Interviewed by the KNN TV
channel, Gorran’s leader,
Nawsirwan Mustafa, also criti-
cises the “consumerist ” econo-
my of the Region, which makes
it dependent, for its survival, on
the 17% of the Iraqi budget
instead of on its agriculture, live-
stock or industries, which are
virtually inexistent. Revenue
from these sources at present
cover barely 6% of the Region’s
government. Thus the over-
staffing in civil servants places
Erbil at the mercy of the central
government in this economic
war.

Despite these pessimistic analy-
ses the Kurdish Region’s capaci-
ty of managing even without
Iraqi financial assistance and the
crisis with Baghdad have
revived in both the media and in
political circles the issue of pos-
sible independence. Some peo-
ple, even within Gorran, envis-
age a time when the separation
of Kurdistan from the Iraqi State
might become inevitable.

Thus Nawshirwan Mustafa him-
self is said to have told
Kurdistan Pas News Agency
that President Masud Barzani
had revealed that he envisaged
independence in the next two
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years. Another Kurdish political
source, speaking off the record,
to an Arabic paper Asharq al-
Awsat, confirmed that these
remarks by Nawsirwan Mustafa
were made at a meeting of his
party in Suleimaniah, and that
he had said, more exactly that
the independence of Kurdistan
was “discussed as an option”.

According to the same source,
the Gorran movement, accord-
ing to Nawsirwan Mustafa,
“would support the declaration of
an independent Kurdish State”
provided “there were sufficient
preparation, particularly in terms of
economy and institutions”. This
would explain the recently pub-
lished report and critical analy-
ses regarding the economic via-
bility of Kurdistan in media
close to that party and expressed
by its leader, who is said to have
added:

“We do not want Kurdistan to find
itself in a situation similar to that of
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North Cyprus, whose very existence
depends on Turkish support. We do
not want to lose the gains so far
won by the Region”.

Asharq al-Awsat then sounded
the principal Iraqi political
blocks for their reactions — here
are some of those reactions:

Ali Al-Shallah, a member of
Parliament for Nuri al-Malilki’s
State of Law coalition, sharply
criticised Masud Barzani who “is
acting as if he was more important
than the Iraqi State” and whose
ambitions “could soon meet many
problems starting with those from
the United States”. He then
recalled that if President Barzani
“insisted on proclaiming such a
State it would be in the framework
of the borders in 9 April 2003 (the
date of the overthrow of the
Baath regime) which would
exclude Kirkuk and the disputed
regions”.

Another Iraqi MP, this time from

the Sunni Arab Iraqiya list,
Hassan Al-Zoubai, expressed a
more moderate view, consider-
ing that “Iraq, today, is closer to
being a Confederation than a
Federal government”. He added:
“The problem is that the Iraqi
Constitution gives priority to
regions and provinces over the cen-
tral government — which has
allowed Iragi Kurdistan to develop
at all levels so that it has become
more powerful than the centre. Iraq,
today, is made up of regions, the
Kurds being the most powerful at
all levels, including the military
strength of the Peshmergas, their
economy and investments”.

As for Burhan Mohammed Faraj,
and MP on the Kurdistan list in
Baghdad, he recalled that “the
Kurds voluntarily chose to be unit-
ed with the Arabs in the context of a
unified Iraq. The only way of ensur-
ing the unity of Iraq is to provide
evidence of a commitment to the
Iraqi Constitution and to fully
observe its provisions”.

AMNESTY:

IRAN AND IRAQ ARE THE “CHAMPIONS” REGARDING DEATH SENTENCES

he annual report of

Amnesty International

on the death sentence

throughout the world

shows that Iran and
Iraq are “the two countries at the
source of the considerable increase
in the number of executions in the
world in 2013. In this they go
against to the world tendency
towards abolishing the death sen-
tence. The alarming number of exe-
cutions in a restricted group of
countries — principally these two
Middle East countries — is has
resulted in nearly a hundred addi-
tional executions in the world com-
pared with 2012, that is an increase
of nearly 15%”.

Salil Shetty, Amnesty interna-
tional’s general secretary,
described the “virtually frenetic
rhythm of executions in certain

countries like Iran and Iraq” as
“scandalous”. Indeed, apart from
China where the number of exe-
cutions is treated as a “State
secret” and for which, since 2009,
there are no statistics, the signifi-
cant increase in executions
between 2011 and 2013 is gener-
ally imputable to the increase in
death sentences in Iraq and Iran.
As for Syria, the situation since
2012 has made it impossible to
enquire into the number of exe-
cutions.

“Nearly 80% of the executions record-
ed in the world took place on only three
countries: Saudi Arabia, Iraq and
Iran”, while in other countries,
taken as a whole, the tendency has
been towards abolition.

In Iraq, “the executions announced
have increased by nearly 30%. Some

169 people, perhaps even more, have
been put to death”. However, the
real figure is “probably much higher
as many death sentenced are not
made public”.

In 2013, 35 people were sentenced to
death, including a woman.
According to a report of the Iraqi
Ministry for Human Rights, “the
penal courts passed 2,600 death sen-
tences between 2004 and 2012, an aver-
age of over 280 per year”.

In Iran, “at least 359 executions
were officially recognised but hun-
dreds of others have been reported
from other sources”. The number
of executions has increased by
18%, but “credible sources indicate
that a great number of executions
took place in secret and, according
to reliable sources at least 335 other
executions have taken place (in at
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least 18 cases they were women).
This would bring the total number
of executions to at least 704 for the
year 2013”.

Together with Saudi Arabia
(where 79 executions took place
in 2013) these two countries
“alone are responsible for 95% of
the confirmed executions in the
region”.

In Iraq as in Iran, the method of
execution is by hanging. In Iraq,
“executions are often carried out in
batches very soon after those con-
cerned had been forewarned.
Reacting to the execution of 21 men
on the same day in April, the UN
High Commissioner for Human
Rights stated that the Iraqi legal
system had too many shortcomings
to allow even a limited application
of death sentences, let alone for
dozens to be carried out at the same
time. Executing people in whole
batches like this was indecent. It
was more like slaughtering cattle”.

Iran has carried out a number of
public executions: “at least 44
executions took place in public,
often using a crane to lift up high a
man who had had a rope put round
his neck, in front of a crowd of spec-
tators. It is possible that some of
those sentenced were minors (at
least 11 of the prisoners executed).
In any case it is a fact that in Iran
many detainees in death row had
been minors at the time they com-
mitted the offenses for which they
were charged” .

Iraq, like Iran, uses torture to
extract confessions and in both
countries these “confessions” are
sometimes broadcast on televi-
sion “before the trial, in complete
disregard of the presumption of
innocence”.

In Iraq “these ‘confessions’ are fre-
quently obtained under torture or ill
treatment. According to reliable
information these include electric
shocks on sensitive parts of the

body, being hung from their hand-
cuffs, beatings with pistol butts or
cables on the soles of the feet (falaga)
and use of drills” .

In Iran, which uses torture just
as frequently, the swath sentence
may be the obligatory penalty.
Yet, as Amnesty International
recalls, “the obligatory imposition
of this sentence is incompatible with
the protection of Human Rights
since it leaves no possibility for tak-
ing into account the accused per-
son’s situation or the circumstances
of the crime”. Furthermore the
“crimes” that carry an automatic
death sentence are not always
homicides but can be offenses
linked to drug trafficking or
rape. There are also “crimes” of a
politico-religious character such
as “being an enemy of God”, “trea-
son”, “damaging national securi-
ty”, “collaborating” with a foreign
body or “crimes against the State”.

“The majority of the executions
carried out in 2013 were of peo-
ple sentenced for murder, drug
trafficking, rape, espionage,
“being an enemy of God” or “cor-
rupting the earth”, the last two
offenses being defined in quite
vague terms. “Being an enemy
of God” is mainly aimed at
armed insurrection, but in prac-
tice it is used against people
who, while not taking up arms,
are suspected of links with
organisations that are banned in
Iran.

There is, in fact, a fairly wide
field for which the death sen-
tence may be given. They
include, inter alia, “adultery by a
married person”, “apostasy”,
“sodomy” as well as actions that
are not considered “serious
crimes” by International stan-
dards and even some that that
would not be offences at all. In
May, President Ahmedinjad pro-
claimed a law altering the
Islamic Republic’s Penal Code —
the sentence of “stoning” for the

“crime” of adultery is now
included in the new Code.

Regarding the executions them-
selves, defence lawyers point out
that they are not always
informed beforehand of their
clients” execution although this
is obligatory by law. Their fami-
lies are not automatically
informed of the execution
beforehand — nor even, at
times, after. Very often, the only
indication that an execution is
imminent is the transfer of a con-
demned man to solitary confine-
ment in a cell called “the execu-
tion waiting room”. Sometimes
the body is not handed over to
the family who are not even told
where he has been buried.

This in October 2013, a Kurdish
political prisoner, Habibollah
Golparipour, arrested in 2009
and sentenced to death in 2010
in a trial that lasted barely five
minute on the grounds of “being
an enemy of God” on the basis of
his suspected links with the Free
Life in Kurdistan Party (PJAK)
was executed without his family
being informed. The authorities
refused to give them his body
for burial.

Amnesty International has col-
lected information on many cases
in which the death sentence
seems to have been used as a
means of political or cultural
repression of the country’s ethnic
minorities — Ahwazi Arabs,
Baluchis and Kurds in particular.

Regarding Iraq, as in Iran the
death sentence is always a pun-
ishment for homicide but “the
overwhelming majority of the execu-
tions carried out in the last few years
were on the basis of Article 4 of Law
13 of 2005 regarding the struggle
against terrorism, and covered a
number of people originally from
other Arab countries. This law par-
ticularly punishes actions defined in
vague terms like provoking, planning
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or financing the committal of terror-
ist actions or of encouraging other
people to commit such acts.

The government’s stand is that the
death sentence is necessary in the
context of the large number of
attacks against civilians by armed
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groups. Yet there is no evidence
that the death sentence has a dissua-
sive effect on crime or on these
attacks. The security situation,
moreover, has worsened in the
country of the last few years (...) In
many cases the death sentences
were the outcome of legal proceed-

ings contrary to the most elemen-
tary standards of equity, in which
the prisoners has no access to legal
representation worthy of the name”.

On the other hand, “no execution
has taken place in Iraqi Kurdistan
since 2008” .

SUDAN:

A VIRTUALLY FORGOTTEN KURDISH COMMUNITY IN SEARCH

report published in the

daily Basnews about

meeting some Kurds of

Sudan. It interviewed

Jalal Jawhar, who was
originally from Khartum where
he went to university, and now
lives in Raniah. He described his
community and the fairly old
history of its settling in that
country.

The earliest mention of Kurds
arriving in the Sudan are the
troops that accompanied the
Ayoubide prince, Turan Shah,
Saladin’s brother, who came to
take possession of the country in
1171, after the death of the last
Fatimide Caliph. It is said that
Turan Shan installed a governor
called Ibrahin al-Kurdi, who
died early but where descen-
dents remained there.

It is also probable that Kurds
also arrived later, through
Egypt, at the time of the
Ottoman Empire. Thus the his-
toric leader, Osman Dinga (1840-
1881), who had a leading role in

OF ITS ORIGINS

the Mahdiist revolt, had a
Kurdish father who came from
Diyarbekir. He was a slave trad-
er who married a woman of the
Hadendowa tribe — as is record-
ed in the Encyclopaedia
Britannica:

Osman Dinga “was the first per-
son to defeat a British Army and his
military techniques were later
taught in British Army Schools.
Kurds still hold important posts in
the present government. For exam-
ple Dr. Ali Mohammed Ali al-Kurdi
is a high ranking Army officer and
politician who has important posi-
tion in the Ministry of the Interior”
explained Jalal Jawher, who
associated the name of the
Province Kordofan with the
Kurds, although linguists see it
as a Nubian term (Kordu=man).
In any case, there are many
localities in the province that
bear the nisbeh (epithet) al-
Kurdi (Shwwaf al-kurdi, Wadi
Buheyrat al-kurdi etc)

“There are about 100,000 Kurds liv-
ing in the Sudan today, mainly in

the East of the country.
Unfortunately they have forgotten
their Kurdish culture and language,
which no one speaks there today.
Many years ago we used to cele-
brate Newroz, but that has ceased” .

These Kurds of Sudan are partic-
ularly active in trade and indus-
try. Thus a well-known soap fac-
tory is called Al-Kurdi and the
Kurds claim to have introduced
a number of agricultural tool
and techniques.

Jalal Jawher expressed the hope
that the Iraqi Kurdistan
Government would open a cul-
tural centre in the Sudan so that
the Kurdish language might
again be taught the Kurdish
Channels might have Arabic
broadcasts so that the Kurds of
Africa might reconnect with
their culture, their identity and
traditions. Meanwhile he has
created a page on Facebook that
makes an inventory of the
biographies of Kurds who have
been outstanding in Sudanese
history.
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Maliki’s economic siege of Kurdistan shows that the
only true friend of the region is the Kurds himself

By. Bashdar Pusho Ismaeel
http://www.kurdishglobe.net

As the Erbil-Baghdad crisis
reached new lows, Kurdistan
President Massaud Barzani war-
ned that the actions of Iraqi Prime
Minister Nouri al-Maliki amoun-
ted to “a declaration of war against
the people of Kurdistan.”

With an increasingly independent
oil infrastructure, all that remains
between practical independence is
control of oil revenues. Baghdad
knows this very well and has dis-
played this leverage it still possess
by refusing to pay share of
Kurdistan national budget and
even refusing to let two small air-
lines operate from Kurdistan, until
Kurdistan agrees to Baghdad con-
trol of revenues.

This shows that while the rise of
Kurdistan, particularly since 2003
has been phenomenal, until the
Kurds can truly control their own
destiny and become self-sufficient,
they will always be at the mercy of
Iraqi and regional rulers.

The famous Kurdish saying once
reverberated that “Kurds have no
friends but the mountains”. While
this saying doesn’t hold true as
before, after all there are dozens of
consulates, hundreds of foreign

companies and several oil majors
operating in a booming area with
Kurdistan enjoying growing
strategic importance, it does
remind the Kurds to keep their
guard up, not take anything for
granted and hold the view that the
first friend and guardian is the
Kurd himself.

This is certainly true of ties with
the US, who under Barrack Obama
has not only taken a step back but
has hastily retreated from Iraq and
the region. As events in 1975 and
1991 have shown the Kurds, US
foreign policy (and indeed foreign
policy in general) can be fickle and
cruel.

Kurds sought strong ties with
Washington and the US was all for
working with the Kurds but with
their focus on Iraqi sovereignty
and not alienating or upsetting
Baghdad. The US is no stranger to
resolving many crises since 2003,
many with the help of the Kurds,
but has stayed out of recent dis-
putes between Erbil and Baghdad
even as the Maliki’s economic
siege on Kurdistan threatens the
livelihood of Kurdish families and
the region.

The Kurds believed that the strate-
gic relationship with the US was
there to stay but ironically

Washington hasn’t even removed
the KDP and PUK from their terror
list. With an obsession of keeping
a united Iraq, the US has grown
uneasy at the new closeness
between Erbil and Ankara — yet
they initially encouraged stronger
ties after years of tension and mis-
trust between the two sides.

As for Baghdad, the Kurds regret-
tably endorsed a second term for
Maliki in 2010 in spite of numer-
ous failed promises. The fact that
many of the 19 points of the Erbil
Agreement that allowed Maliki to
come to power remain unresolved
tells its own story.

With the Iraqi elections just
months away, Maliki wants new
leverage among defiant Sunnis and
disenchanted Shiites and the show
of strength against the Kurds is
one tactic. But let it be no doubt
that sooner or later, Maliki will
need the Kurds and once he has
finished his sabre-rattling, he has

to reconcile with the Kurds and
seek a resolution for the current
crisis.

In return, Maliki is attempted to
politically blackmail the Kurds
into a third term. But the Kurds
have to wisely avoid repeating the
mistake of trusting Maliki or any
other power in Baghdad.

The Kurds must show that they are
not at the mercy of Baghdad, if
Maliki wants to play hardball and
hold the region to ransom, then the
Kurds must have and play their
own card and leverage.

Kurdistan can ill-afford to have
their future tied to the goodwill of
Baghdad but even that of Ankara
and Tehran. The Kurds have had
their rights and a freedom abused
and withheld and 2014 is not the
time, with the Kurdish national
renaissance and newfound promi-
nence, to be revisiting days of
hold.

This is all the more reason for
Kurdish leaders to finally form an
elusive new cabinet, work in unity
and put aside individual interest
for the sake of the greater nation —
after all, if the Kurds won’t help
themselves, then certainly external
forces cannot be trusted to come to
their rescue. m

In coordination with the BREP3 project

Kurdish refinery
expansion plans

launches

HOUSTON, March 3, 2014
http://www.ogj.com

aiwan Group, Dubai, has issued a
call for bids related to the planned
expansion of its 34,000-b/d Bazian refi-
nery 25 km from Sulaymaniyah on the
coastal belt of Iraq’s Kurdistan region.

The company has invited bids for engi-
neering, procurement, and construction for
Phase 3 of its Bazian refinery expansion
project (BREP3), Qaiwan said.

Launch of the tender follows completion
of BREP3’s front-end engineering design,
currently in progress by France’s Technip
SA, which also completed conceptual design
for the project in late 2012, according to
Qaiwan.

The BREP3 project, designed to increase
Bazian’s refining capacity to 84,000 b/d,

will add processing units at the refinery,
including a 50,000-b/d crude distillation
unit, a 33,500-b/d naphtha hydrotreating
unit, a 22,500-b/d continuous catalytic
reformer, a 10,500-b/d isomerization unit,
and a 13,500-b/d kerosene kydrotreating
unit, Qaiwan said.

An amine regeneration, sulfur recovery
unit, and waste water treatment unit with
supporting off-sites and utilities on a grass-
roots site adjacent to the existing refinery
also will be added as part of the project,
according to the company.

Qaiwan expects the addition of the dis-
tillation unit and supporting utilities to be
completed by fourth-quarter 2016, with the
remaining additions due for completion by
fourth-quarter 2017, the company said.

The company plans to award the EPC
contract during this year’s third quarter.

and to maximize efficiency at the plant, the
company also is in the design stage of a
110-km, 18-in., 125,000 b/d pipeline that
will link the refinery to regional oil produc-
tion fields. Basic design for the pipeline by
Technip Germany will be completed at the
end of March, Qaiwan said.

The Bazian refinery—which currently
produces gasoline, kerosene, and diesel for
the consumer market, and naphtha and fuel
oil for the industrial market—was originally
established in 2009 with two identical
10,000-b/d CDUs designed to process
crudes with 32-36° API gravity.

Qaiwan unit Bezhan Pet Co. was com-
missioned in 2009 to complete, rehabilitate,
construct, develop, finance, and operate
the 20,000-b/d refinery, which at that time
had an actual capacity of 12,000 b/d while
processing 47° API gravity crude. The first
phase of expansion at Bazian was comple-
ted in September 2010, which through a
series of upgrades, BPC increased to a
34,000-b/d capacity in August 2012, accor-
ding to Qaiwan.e
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Premier Barzani: Kurdistan Will ‘Not Back
Down’ Over Constitutional Oil Rights

rudaw.net
ULAIMANI, Kurdistan
Region — The autonomous
Kurdistan Region’s Prime

Minister Nechirvan Barzani said
Tuesday that Erbil “will not back
down” from its constitutional
rights regarding Kurdistan’s oil
resources, adding that threats by
Baghdad would not deter the
Kurds.

“We have heard direct threats
from Baghdad before,” Barzani
said in a speech at the Sulaimani
Forum organized by the American
University in Sulaimani,
Kurdistan’s second-largest city.

“We still continue to talk
about solving the issues. But I rei-
terate -- and Baghdad must know
-- that we will not back down
from preserving our constitutional
rights,” he stressed.

Iraq’s Shiite-led government
is locked in a serious quarrel with
the Kurdistan Region, which
backs its intention to begin large
exports to Turkey by citing the
constitution. Baghdad insists that
oil revenues from exports should
be handled by its State Oil
Marketing Organization; the
Kurds want to handle export and
revenues, with SOMO as an
observer.

In order to put pressure on the
Kurds, Iraqi Prime Minister Nuri
al-Maliki has cut the enclave from
the national budget. Kurdistan
Region  President = Massoud
Barzani has called that tanta-
mount to “a declaration of war.”

Baghdad alleges that the bud-
get has been halted because of the
Kurdish enclave’s failure to

Speakers and attendees at the Sulaimani Forum in Kurdistan’s

second city. Photo: Rudaw

export 400,000 barrels of oil per
day, which Maliki claims has led
to a budget deficit. That allega-
tion is rejected by Erbil.

In his speech at the forum, tit-
led Navigating Challenges in the
Middle East, Barzani said that
there is serious concern about Iraq
breaching the Kurdistan Region’s
constitutional rights.

Speaking of Iraq’s insistence
on keeping all authority in the
capital, Barzani said: “The idea of
central rule has ended for us.”

Without naming Maliki,
Barzani said that the decision to
cut the Kurds from the budget,
which has affected the Kurdistan
Regional Government’s (KRG’s)
ability to pay government sala-
ries, “is the decision of just one
person.”

“We are concerned that
Baghdad is using the livelihood of
the Kurdistan Region as a trump
card which is the decision of just
one person. What we feared has in
fact happened.”

Ali Adib, Iraq’s minister of

higher education, who is also
taking part in the forum, said that
Erbil and Baghdad should try to
contain their differences.

“The disagreements cannot be
solved overnight,” said Adib.
“But if each party stamps its feet
inflexibly, we will never reach a
solution.”

Speaking of the deadlock
over the budget, Adib said: “Iraq
has a large budget and everyone
must benefit from it.”

Among the number of high-
level politicians gathered for the
forum was Turkish Foreign
Minister Ahmet Davutoglu.

He praised his government’s
efforts to make peace with the
Kurds in Turkey, saying that
Kurds and Turks are equal citi-
zens of that country and that the
ruling Justice and Development
Party (AKP) has helped establish
Kurdish radio and TV despite
serious criticism from other
Turkish parties.

Ankara and the Kurdistan
Workers” Party (PKK) began a

peace process last year, which the
Kurds criticize for moving too
slowly.

Davutolgu said that trade and
economic relations are important
tools to build strong relations bet-
ween the people of the region, and
that Ankara insists on maintaining
relations with Iraq and the
Kurdistan Region.

He also spoke about the res-
pect for ethnicities and regions:
“We must accept that Muslims are
Muslims, Christians are
Christians and Jews are Jews.” He
added that, “We must accept the
different people as they are.”

Davutoglu said that the multi-
ethnic identities and differences
are about to disappear in Syria,
“because of the regime of Bashar
Assad.”

The Kurdish prime minister,
meanwhile, also spoke about the
delay in forming the KRG’s new
cabinet. He said that the time it
has taken to reach an agreement —
more than five months after the
legislatives elections -- was justi-
fied.

“We wanted all the parties
who ran in the elections to take
part in the government and bring
about four years of peace and
calm for the Kurdistan Region,”
he said.

The forum was opened by
Barham Salih, former KRG prime
minister, who said that the
Kurdistan Region and the Middle
East as a whole are facing serious
challenges.

“We have many challenges,
but we remain hopeful about solu-
tions,” said Salih. O

irak: le chef de la diplomatie turque ouvre

SOULEIMANIYEH (Irak), 04 mars 2014 (AFP)

LE CHEF de la diplomatie turque Ahmet Davutoglu, dont le gouvernement
a connu un long conflit avec les rebelles kurdes, a recu des ovations
mardi lors d'une conférence au Kurdistan irakien pour I'avoir ouverte en
langue kurde.

"Je suis heureux d'étre a ce forum a Souleimaniyeh", a déclaré en kurde Ahmet
Davutoglu & un rassemblement d'universitaires et de politiciens a I'Université
américaine d'lrak dans cette deuxieme ville de la région autonome du Kurdistan,
dans le nord de I'lrak.

une conférence en parlant kurde

Le fait qu'il se soit exprimé en kurde, une langue tres rarement parlée par les
hommes politiques turcs, a suscité des applaudissements et des acclamations

de l'audience.

"Cela vient de mon coeur vers le votre", a indiqué le ministre, cette fois en
anglais, en référence a ses propos en kurde.

M. Davutoglu a ajouté qu'il espérait que le président irakien Jalal Talabani, un
Kurde, se remette rapidement de son attaque cérébrale, il y a plus d'un an,
depuis laquelle il est hospitalisé en Allemagne.

Son homologue irakien Hoshyar Zebari, un Kurde, a pour sa part indiqué =
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= plus tard que les mots en kurde de M. Davutoglu constituait un "grand, grand
changement".

"ll'y a trois décennies (...) Leyla Zana était emprisonnée (en Turquie) parce
qu'elle voulait préter serment en kurde", a rappelé M. Zebari.

Mme Zana, figure emblématique de la lutte pour les droits des Kurdes en
Turquie, avait fait scandale en 1991 au Parlement en pronongant une seule
phrase en kurde lors de la cérémonie de prestation de serment.

sécessionniste dans le sud-est de la Turquie, région pauvre et sous-dévelop-
pée, peuplée majoritairement de Kurdes. Le conflit a fait plus de 45.000 morts
depuis cette date, selon I'armée turque.

Le PKK a proclamé en mars 2013 un cessez-le-feu aprés des négociations
secrétes avec les services de renseignement turcs.

Mais le processus de paix s'était enlisé en septembre, les rebelles kurdes accu-
sant les autorités turques de n'avoir pas mis en oeuvre des réformes promises

Elle avait été arrétée trois ans plus tard puis libérée en 2004.

En 1984, le Parti des travailleurs du kurdistan (PKK) a déclenché une rébellion

destinées a renforcer les droits de la minorité kurde.®
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Syria's 'third force' Kurds may

emerge stronger from conflict

Syrian Kurds are attempting to assert greater autonomy from the chaos, but former ambassador
to Syria Robert Ford says that the US would not back their bid, unlike in Iraq in the 1990s.

! By Ariel Zirulnick
¢ http://www.csmonitor.com
i March 4, 2014

Medford, Mass.

News that hasn’t hit the headlines —

i ye
conflict, and it may be the only one to

emerge somewhat victorious from

¢ the war.

here's a third party to Syria's civil

i As President Bashar al-Assad's grip has
i loosened, the roughly 2 million Kurds in
i Syria's northeast have made their strongest
i bid yet to break away from Damascus.
i Earlier this year, the Democratic Union
i Party (PYD), the Syrian Kurds' dominant
i political force, created a new regional
i government.

i The Kurds' alliances are murky. Nor do
i they have a seat at the table at Syria's trou-
i bled peace talks. Their push for greater
i autonomy bears watching. However, unlike
i in Iraq under Saddam Hussein, the Kurds
i of Syria can't count on US support, as
i Robert Ford, the US ambassador to Syria
i until his resignation Friday, makes clear.
i Mr. Ford spoke Saturday at a panel held at
i Tufts University. Here are some takeaways.

Whose side are the Kurds on?

The PYD isn't necessarily in opposition to
i Assad. Its forces have clashed with Islamist
! opposition factions; in some locales

¢ Kurdish forces coexist, albeit uneasily, with
¢ the regime. As a result, the opposition has
i accused the PYD of having an alliance of
i sorts with Assad, which the PYD denies.

So perhaps it's not surprising that the PYD

US ambassador to Syria Robert Ford speaks
to Reuters during the International
Humanitarian Pledging Conference for Syria
at Bayan Palace on the outskirts of Kuwait
City, January 30, 2013. Mr. Ford spoke
Saturday, March 1, 2014, at a panel held at
Tufts University.

Stephanie McGehee/Reuters/File

isn't represented at Syrian peace talks in
Switzerland. The US has “absolutely rejec-
ted” the idea of the PYD being a part of the
opposition delegation, Ford said. Even its
inclusion in talks is contentious — the issue
almost caused an opposition walkout at the
last round.

“Perhaps the PYD should be at the Geneva
talks, but not with the opposition delega-
tion,” Ford said.

But it's equally hard to foresee the Kurds in
the regime delegation, given its long his-
tory of discrimination against the Kurds,
including the revocation of Syrian citizens-
hip for hundreds of thousands of them in
the 1960s.

The US does not want another semi-
autonomous Kurdish region.

Kurds established a semi-autonomous
region in northern Iraq in 1991 after dri-

ving out Iraqi forces — with the help of the :
US. But the US has no intentions of sup- :
porting a similar endeavor in Syria, Ford ‘:
said.
“It will be necessary for us to talk to the
PYD, but it has to happen with the unders-
tanding that the US supports the unity of :
Syria... not supporting a breakaway wes- |
tern Kurdistan,” he said, using a term for
northeastern Syria frequently used by the :
Kurds. H

The Kurdish issue comes second.

Ford was emphatic that the US priorityis a :
peace agreement between the regime and
opposition, and that Kurdish issues ought :
to be resolved in a new postwar Syrian i
constitution. In other words: Wait it out.

The US does not want to unsettle
Turkey. H

The PYD is the Syrian arm of the Kurdistan
Workers’ Party (PKK), a Kurdish guerilla :
movement in Turkey that has been labeled :
a terrorist organization by Turkey, the US
and the European Union. :

“When you're thinking about [talking to the
PYD], you have to measure what do we gain
if we have that conversation, and if we're :
going to gain something, how are we going !
to handle the negative Turkey reaction?” he :
said. “I'm not saying we can’t do it. I'm
saying that we want to make sure when we :
do it, the gain outweighs the negative blow- :
back we get.” H

But if the PKK is considered a terrorist
group, can the US talk to the PYD? :
Technically yes, since the PYD has never :
been listed as an official affiliate of the i
PKK. & H
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Turkey local election holds
key to Kurdish peace talks

www.baltimoresun.com
Daren Butler - Reuters - March 7, 2014

IYARBAKIR, Turkey - The face of jailed

Kurdish rebel chief Abdullah Ocalan
briefly beamed down from billboards in sou-
theast Turkey until police tore down the pos-
ters, a mark of official unease over his endu-
ring influence among Kurds as local elections
loom.

Ocalan's supporters see the vote as a
make-or-break moment for stalled peace
talks aimed at ending 30 years of conflict bet-
ween Ocalan's separatist fighters and the
Turkish state.

"There is a feeling that if ... we achieve a
stronger (election) result, the peace process
will advance," said Gultan Kisanak, mayoral
candidate in Diyarbakir for the pro-Kurdish
Peace and Democracy Party (BDP) which
governs the city.

"But if we relax and our votes decline, we
Kurds fear that the peace process could col-
lapse," she said as campaigning got under
way in the largest city in the mainly Kurdish
southeast.

The BDP has the same grassroots sup-
porters and shares a similar goal of political
autonomy for the largely Kurdish southeast
region as Ocalan's banned Kurdistan
Workers Party (PKK) militant group.

Turkey's top intelligence officials laun-
ched peace talks with Ocalan in 2012 that led
to a ceasefire a year ago; but Prime Minister
Tayyip Erdogan has put the peace process on
the backburner in order to deal with a cor-
ruption scandal, one of the biggest crises of
his 11-year rule.

Pedestrians pass by a billboard with a
picture of imprisoned Kurdish rebel
leader Abdullah Ocalan in Diyarbakir

Against this background, photos of
Ocalan emerged this year, taken recently in
his island jail of Imrali near Istanbul, in ano-
ther step in the gradual "legitimization" of a
figure long reviled in Turkey as the "terrorist
chief" behind a conflict which has killed
more than 40,000 people.

The benign image of a grey-haired and
mustachioed Ocalan smiling, arms folded
and wearing a grey cardigan was a huge
departure from past pictures of the man at
large in combat fatigues, holding assault
rifle. But was clearly still too much for
Turkish state authorities in Diyarbakir.

Ocalan was seized by Turkish special
forces in Kenya in 1999 and flown back to
Turkey where he was tried and sentenced to
hang. The sentence was reduced to life in pri-
son after Ankara abolished capital punish-
ment, but emotions in Turkey over the
conflict remain raw.

Courts ordered the immediate removal
of the posters and also outlawed a campaign
for his release among Kurds, who make up
some 20 percent of Turkey's 77 million popu-

lation and who suffered decades of discrimi-
nation.

"The state's mind is still confused," lau-
ghed Kisanak, recalling how state officials
had taken the photo but then had become
uneasy when people started parading it on
the streets.

"This is a paradox that must be resolved.
Mr Ocalan has a great potential to bring
peace, he is a strong leader... The state must
create the opportunity for him to serve
peace."

CEASEFIRE BENEFITS

The March 30 polls will test how the
peace process has affected the standing of the
BDP and its main rival, Erdogan's AK Party,
which believes absence of bloodshed in the
last year and its democratization reforms
will work against the BDP.

"Serious reforms have been implemen-
ted, bans on (Kurdish) language and identity
lifted. There is a peace process, people are
not dying," AKP mayor candidate Galip
Ensarioglu told Reuters, arguing that the
BDP's past electoral successes had been fuel-
led by injustice towards Kurds.

"In a normalizing Turkey they will no
longer be able to use those injustices," he said
at his party's campaign center.

Erdogan showed considerable political
courage in pressing reforms, albeit too limi-
ted for some Kurds, and taking up talks with
the PKK, an act that in the not too distant
past could have been denounced as treason.
But conflict in the southeast, abutting Iraq,
Iran and Syria, has exerted a drag on
Turkey's economy.

Diyarbakir has enjoyed an economic
revival as growing prosperity across Turkey
filters down into the region in the shape of
new shopping centers, housing projects and
highways.

An improving economy, coupled with
hopes of progress towards a peace deal, has
been welcomed by many in the region. O

Iraqi

March 9, 2014

Kurdish Islamic parties

support independent Kurdistan state

www.ekurd.net

SULEMANI, Kurdistan region 'Iraq',— The Kurdistan Islamic Union (KIU)
and the Kurdistan Islamic Group (Komal) have announced their support for
an independent Kurdish state, stating that they have their own projects and
suggestions.

Abdul-Sattar Majid, a dominant leader of the KIU told Basnews that his
party will announce how to tackle problems that may come up in an inde-
pendent state.

“KIU presidency is setting up a committee for the project, once the project
has been completed then it will be announced to the public,” said Majid.

Maijid explained that before its announcement, there is a need for a clear
mechanism and thorough discussions, adding that it is a national issue and
that all parties should take serious measures both domestically in and inter-
nationally.

According to Majid, President Barzani will consider everyone’s opinion and
has asked all the parties to obtain as many opinions as possible regarding
this issue.

The former head of Kurdistan Islamic Union in the Kurdistan Parliament

posted a telling message on his
Facebook: “preparation for 100th anni-
versary of the  Sykes—Picot
Agreement”, calling all parties to leave
their differences aside and unite in an
independent Kurdish state.

“There are 26 months left to the 100th
anniversary of the Sykes-Picot
Agreement, | wish a common planning
and united program in all part of
Kurdistan for an independent state,”
wrote Abdul-Aziz.

The Sykes—Picot Agreement, was a

secret agreement between the govern-

ments of the United Kingdom and France, which lead to what is known as
Greater Kurdistan to be divided among four different countries in 1916,
after Ottoman Empire defeated in World War .

The recent increase in tensions between the KRG and Baghdad as a result
of delayed payments and oil exportation, a number of officials have spoken
of declaring an independent Kurdish state. m

Kurdish Islamic leaders Faraj
(L) and Bapir. Ekurd.net/
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'‘Solution to the
war in Syria is on
the ground’

DW spoke to the Syrian Kurds' most senior
leader during his first visit ever to the
Basque Country, where he was hearing
about the Basque experience just after the
Syrian Kurds declared their own
autonomous region.

Salih Muslim is the co-leader of the Democratic Union Party,
the dominant Kurdish political force in northeastern Syria.

http://www.dw.de
By Karlos Zurutuza - Deutsche Welle - 11 march 2014

DW: The Syrian Kurds have repeatedly claimed to be a
"third side” in the Syrian conflict but you have not been
invited to the Geneva peace talks. Why is that?

Salih Muslim: There are many reasons behind it but the main
one is the mindset that didn't accept the Kurds being in the
20th century, and it's seemingly applying to the 21st. We
wouldn't even mind not being invited as long as the Kurdish
issue was discussed but that's not been the case. Everybody is
aware that any change in the status of the Kurds will affect the
whole Middle East, which is against the interest of both local
and foreign powers. That's why they continue to deny our
right to exist.

Despite your absence, could Geneva possibly unlock a con-
flict which has entered in its third year?

Nothing will change as long as the Kurds, and the Syrian peo-
ple as a whole, are not represented in Geneva. On the one side
of the table we have the regime, backed by Iran and Russia; on
the other side there are just some individuals who look to their
own interests, or that of Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, USA,
France, the UK... We don't see the light at the end of the tunnel
in the Syrian war. The conflict may take one, two... 10 years to
finally reach an end so we have decided not to wait to gain our
legitimate rights. We have recently declared our own
autonomous region and signed a social contract, a
Constitution, in a clear move toward democracy.

Could you draw the main lines of your autonomy project?

We liberated our territory from regime forces in June 2012 but

we were immediately attacked by Salafist groups. We soon
realised that we had to do something for our protection and
also to meet our people's demands. We have set up a commit-
tee of 35 organizations, the majority of them being political
parties as well an assembly of 28 people who will take deci-
sions. They decided to divide our area in three districts: Afrin,
Kobani and Jazeera, and to conduct general elections within
four months.

We are well aware that the Kurdish part of Syria also hosts
people other than Kurds so we have recognized Kurdish,
Arabic and Assyrian languages as co-official in Jazeera district
- in the country's north east. We have election quotas for the
different nationalities and also for an equal representation of
men and women among the whole Syrian Kurdish administra-
tion. It's an inclusive project on behalf of the people regardless
their nationality or creed, and not against anyone, not even
Geneva. Ours is very much the clearest proof that the solution
to the war in Syria is on the ground, not in Geneva or anywhere
else.

Could your project be extended to the rest of Syria?

We're just 15 percent of the population so we cannot decide
for the other 85 percent. In any case, it would doubtless be
beneficial for them, and even for the whole Middle East, but
that would need a dramatic change in their mentality as our
Constitution is by far the most progressive one in the region.

Nonetheless, Qamishlo - Syrian Kurdistan's main city - is still
partly under Damascus' control. Is that an obstacle to your aspi-
rations?

Full control is possible but it needs time. The airport and the
city center are still controlled by the regime so we are transfer-
ring our administration to the neighboring town of Amude,
which will temporarily be the capital of Jazeera district.

Many claim that the alleged shared control of Qamishlo is
the clearest proof that you are siding with the regime. Are
you?

The regime is still present in Qamishlo and Hassaka, backed by
a strong Arab tribe. It's a very sensitive issue so we are trying
to avoid a Kurdish Arab war by any means necessary. I want to
underline that the YPG (Popular Defence Committees - the ed.)
has not shot a single bullet outside Kurdish areas because
they're in a self-defence position.

Secondly, we are not looking to break up Syria. We're trying to
live together. We're not against Alawites or anyone else and
the regime won't attack us because they know we're different
from those backed by Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Turkey... and that
we have no help from the outside. Moreover, we rose up
against Damascus back in 2004, during the incidents in
Qamishlo. For us, the 2011 uprising is not the beginning but a
continuation of our struggle toward a democratic system.

A few months ago, Kurdish forces took over a border post in
Iraq, near Mosul. Is that helping to cope with the embargo
enforced by the Kurdish Regional Government of Iraq?

A delegation from Jazeera district travelled to Baghdad where
they met local officials. Baghdad is willing to open the gate but
they get a lot of pressure from Damascus which rejects the
idea of not being able to deploy its troops at the border and
also not being able to fly their flag. Nonetheless, the border
post at Til Kocer is open for humanitarian aid and some people
from our side can cross thanks to our agreement with
Baghdad.
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Suicide bombers
strike Kurdish
town in north

Syria

www.dailystar.com.lb
By Albert Aji - March 11, 2014

DAMASCUS: Three suicide bombers
detonated their explosives belts in a local
administration building in a Kurdish town in
northeastern Syria Tuesday, killing at least
five people, the state-run news agency and a
Kurdish official said.

SANA said the blasts in the Hadaya hotel
killed five people, but a Kurdish official at the
scene said at least seven people died, including
four women.

The hotel in the center of the town of
Qamishli has functioned as a municipality
building, said Joan Mohammed, who spoke to
The Associated Press by phone. The area has
been the scene of heavy battles recently bet-
ween Kurdish gunmen and members of the
Al-Qaeda breakaway group, the Islamic State
of Iraq and Greater Syria.

Mohammed said several people wearing
explosive belts and firearms shot dead the
guards outside the building, walked in and
hurled grenades before blowing themselves
up. One of them was caught before he detona-
ted his belt and was being questioned.

He said the dead included two employees
and two visitors. He added that 15 people
were wounded.

"The building is in the center of the town
and is wusually very crowded," said
Mohammad, adding that Kurdish fighters in
the area were "on high alert" following the
attack.

There was no immediate claim of respon-

Members of the
Kurdish People’s
Protection Units
(YPG) gather
around a fire,
where their kettle
is heating, in the
Kurdish town of
Ifrin, in Aleppo’s
countryside
October 13, 2013. .
REUTERS

sibility, but suspicion immediately fell on the
Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant. Militants
from the group have been fighting Kurdish
gunmen for months in northern Syria in bat-
tles that left hundreds of people dead.

Kurds have carved out their own territory
in the country's northeast, declaring their own
civil administration in areas under their
control amid the chaos of the civil war. But
Kurdish militias continue to battle Islamic
militant fighters in an offensive against jihadis
that has accelerated in recent months.

Mohammed said one of the attackers
appeared to be a woman.

Kurds are the largest ethnic minority in
Syria, making up more than 10 percent of the
country's 23 million people.

Also on Tuesday, the Syrian government
acknowledged it had freed women prisoners
in exchange for 13 Greek Orthodox nuns who
had been held by Al-Qaeda-linked rebels. But
Information Minister Omran al-Zoubi said
the government freed only 25 prisoners and
not the 150 reported by foreign mediators.

"The real number of those who were freed
in exchange for the release of the nuns, who
were kidnapped by armed terrorist gangs, is 25
persons," he told Syrian state TV.

Qatari and Lebanese officials, who were
mediating between Damascus and the rebels
holding the nuns, said previously that 150
women prisoners were released early Monday.

Damascus typically does not comment on
releases in exchange for people held by rebels.
Al-Zoubi's remarks were a rare acknowledge-

ment that President Bashar Assad's govern-
ment made any concessions to the rebels figh-
ting to oust him from power.

The nuns were captured in December as
opposition fighters overran a Christian village
north of the capital.

The women were held by the Al-Qaeda-
linked Nusra Front rebel group in Yabroud
near the Syrian border with Lebanon. In
recent weeks, the town has been the scene of
fierce fighting as Syrian government troops,
backed by Lebanon's Hezbollah militants, try
to oust the rebels from the border area.

The Syrian conflict started as largely pea-
ceful protests against Assad's rule in March
2011. Since then it has deteriorated into a civil
war in which more than 140,000 people have
been killed, activists say. Millions have fled
their homes and sought shelter in safer parts of
their homeland or in neighboring states.

According to a UNICEF report released
on Tuesday, more than half of the 2 million
Syrian refugees - about 1.2 million - are chil-
dren. Nearly a half of those are under the age
of five. Another 3 million children have been
displaced inside Syria because of the fighting,
the report said.

Children have been hit hard during the
conflict, now entering its fourth year.

More than 10,000 children have been kil-
led in the fighting, UNICEF said. Thousands
have lost limbs, parents, teachers, schools,
homes and virtually every aspect of their chil-
dhood, the report said.

OO0
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Attacks against pro-Kurdish
HDP continue in Fethiye

11 March 2014 / iISTANBUL,
todayszaman.com

ttacks that started on Sunday against the

opening of a pro-Kurdish People's
Democracy Party (HDP) office in Fethiye
continued through Monday and Tuesday in
the latest in a series of attacks on the party's
offices across Turkey.

Starting in the early evening, a group of
ultranationalists threw rocks at the building,

breaking the windows. They then scaled the
building and tried to take the party's sign
down. In an effort to calm tensions, a police
officer on an aerial platform removed the
HDP sign and put a Turkish flag up in its
place. After a night of attacks on the HDP
office and businesses owned by its suppor-
ters, police took 28 people into custody.

The demonstrators spread to the streets,
building barricades and setting them on fire
late on Monday, despite security measures

put in place during the day. The police fired
water cannon and tear gas canisters to dis-
perse the crowd. Later, police units from
Antalya, Burdur, Denizli, Isparta, Kitahya
and Usak were dispatched to Fethiye as rein-
forcements. A number of people were detai-
ned during the protest.

Meanwhile, a group of no-governmental
organizations issued a joint statement calling
on the government to take measures to halt
the violent acts against the HDP. Among the
groups were the Turkish Doctors Union
(TTB), Turkish Union of Engineers and
Architects' Chambers (TMMOB), the
Confederation of Revolutionary Workers'
Unions (DIiSK) and the Confederation of
Public Sector Trade Unions (KESK).e
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UN: 5.5 million Syrian

children affected by war

By RYAN LUCAS, Associated Press
March 11, 2014

EIRUT (AP) — The number of
E Syrian children affected by the civil

war in their homeland has doubled
in the past year to at least 5.5 million —
more than half the country's children —
with devastating effects on the health,
education and psychological well-being
of an entire generation, the United
Nations children's agency said Tuesday.

The conflict, which enters its fourth
year this month, has unleashed massive
suffering across all segments of Syrian
society, but the impact on children has
been especially acute, according to a new
report by UNICEF. Malnutrition and ill-
ness have stunted their growth; a lack of
learning opportunities has derailed their
education; and the bloody trauma of war
has left deep psychological scars.

"After three years of conflict and tur-
moil, Syria is now one of the most dange-
rous places on earth to be a child," the
agency said. "In their thousands, chil-
dren have lost lives and limbs, along
with virtually every aspect of their chil-
dhood. They have lost classrooms and
teachers, brothers and sisters, friends,
caregivers, homes and stability."

"Millions of young people risk beco-
ming, in effect, a lost generation," UNI-
CEF said.

Since the conflict began, thousands
of videos and photographs of bloodied
babies, lifeless children and bombed out
schools in Syria have provided stark
images of the war's impact on children.
But in many ways, figures provide per-
haps the clearest indication of how swee-
ping an effect the conflict has on their
lives.

UNICEF said that more than 10,000
children have been killed in the violence,
which would translate into the highest

casualty rates recorded in any recent
conflict in the region. Of those who have
survived, thousands have been woun-
ded, lost their home and schools, and
seen family members and friends killed.
That trauma has left around 2 million
children in need of psychological sup-
port or treatment, the agency said.

Almost 3 million children are displa-
ced inside Syria, while another 1.2 mil-
lion have fled the country and now live
as refugees in camps and overwhelmed
neighboring communities where clean
water, food and other basic items are
scarce.

On the education front, UNICEF said
that nearly half of Syria's school-age
children — 2.8 million and counting —
cannot get an education because of the
devastation and violence.

More than 2 million of those who
should be in classes remain within
Syria's borders, as education and health
services collapse and classrooms are
bombed or used as shelters and military
barracks. Another 300,000 Syrian chil-
dren are out of school in Lebanon, along
with some 93,000 in Jordan, 78,000 in
Turkey, 26,000 in Iraq and 4,000 in
Egypt, agency officials said in Geneva.

Many are forced to grow up fast: One
in 10 refugee children is now working,
the agency estimates, while one in five
Syrian girls in Jordan is forced into early

marriage. Inside Syria, boys as young as
12 have been recruited to help the rebels,
some as fighters and others in a support
role, the U.N. report said.

Syria's conflict began in March 2011
with largely peaceful protests against
President Bashar Assad. Facing a brutal
government crackdown, protesters
eventually took up arms and the country
descended into a civil war that has killed
more than 140,000 people so far.

Two rounds of peace talks in
Switzerland early this year between
Assad's government and Syria's main
Western-backed political opposition
group broke up without making any pro-
gress, and there are no immediate plans
for another session.

On the ground, meanwhile, the figh-
ting has shown no sign of slowing down.

On Tuesday, three suicide bombers
blew themselves up in a local adminis-
tration building in the Kurdish town of
Qamishli in northeast Syria, killing at
least five people, state media and a
Kurdish official said.

The state news agency said the blasts
at the Hadaya Hotel killed five people,
but a Kurdish official at the scene said at
least seven people died, including four
women.

The hotel in the center of Qamishli
has functioned as a municipality buil-
ding, said Joan Mohammed, who spoke
to The Associated Press by phone. The
area has been the scene of heavy fighting
recently between Kurdish gunmen and
members of the al-Qaida breakaway
group, the Islamic State of Iraq and the
Levant.

Mohammed said several people wea-
ring explosive belts and firearms shot
dead the guards outside the building,
walked in and hurled grenades before
blowing themselves up. One of them was
caught before he detonated his belt and
was being questioned.

He said the dead included two
employees and two visitors. He added
that 15 people were wounded.

"The building is in the center of the
town and is usually very crowded," said
Mohammad, adding that Kurdish figh-
ters in the area were "on high alert" fol-
lowing the attack.

There was no immediate claim of
responsibility, but suspicion immedia-
tely fell on the Islamic State of Iraq and
the Levant. Militants from the group
have been fighting Kurdish gunmen for
months in northern Syria in battles that
left hundreds of people dead.

Kurds have carved out their own ter-
ritory in the country's northeast, decla-
ring their own civil administration in
areas under their control amid the chaos
of the civil war. But Kurdish militias
continue to battle Islamic militant figh-
ters in an offensive that has accelerated
in recent months.

Kurds are the largest ethnic minority
in Syria, making up more than 10 per-
cent of the country's 23 million people.

EER
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Kurdistan

tourist towns last
resort for lraqi

refugees

http://www.voanews.com
By Isabel Coles / (Reuters)

SHAQLAWA, IRAQ — The holiday season
has yet to begin, but hotels in the mountain
resort towns of Iraq's Kurdistan region are
already fully booked.

The patrons are not tourists but refu-
gees, fleeing the conflict in the country's
arid Sunni Arab heartland for the relative
safety of its autonomous north, where Kurds
run their own affairs.

Shaglawa may seem an unlikely refuge,
but the resort town's population has swollen
by almost a half since the start of the year.
On the main street of the town, crowded
with construction sites, motels and guest
houses, the newly opened Fallujah Kebab
Restaurant is testimony to its new resi-
dents.

It is no small irony in a country with a
historic enmity between Sunni Arabs and
Kurds that residents of Anbar, a place syno-
nymous with Arab nationalism, should now
seek sanctuary with their onetime foe.

In this mix, there is mistrust and old ani-
mosity, but also instances of goodwill, as
the refugees bring a touch of Anbar to
Kurdistan and the two communities are
pressed into an awkward co-existence.

"Shaglawa has become like another
Fallujah," said Khalil Yousif, who is paying
$400 a month for a dingy apartment in the
Holiday Center. "We are all one, we are all
brothers; we are all Iraqis.”

For many here, however, Kurds and
Arabs alike, that unity is under question.

Anbar's two main cities, Fallujah and
Ramadi, have been under siege by the army
since militants overran them on Jan. 1, pre-
cipitating Iraqg's largest internal displace-
ment since the sectarian civil strife of 2006-
07.

Around 5,200 Anbar families have found
refuge in Kurdistan, where many are now
staying in hotels and holiday resorts. Many
of the refugees hope parliamentary elec-
tions in April will somehow allow them to go
home, but even that is just a hope.

They know they are lucky to enjoy the
modest comforts of scenic mountain resorts
while fighting rages in Anbar. Still, many
describe themselves as uneasy about the
profound differences between Iraqi

Kurdistan and the rest of the country.

"We feel as though it's a different state,"
said 30-year old Arkan, who left Fallujah
with 27 members of his extended family and
is now staying at the Happiness Hotel in
Dokan, a lakeside holiday town full of res-
taurants serving freshly fished flame-grilled
carp.

"It's nice here, but we can't appreciate it
because we were forced from our homes,
and the language is a problem: we don't
know what they're saying".

WELCOME

None of Anbar's refugees had expected
to stay so long. They brought little more
than the clothes they were wearing when
mortars began to fall on their homes as they
found themselves caught in the fight bet-
ween the government and Sunni militant
fighters. All of them wanted to return to
Anbar as soon as it was safe, and said they
were running out of money.

Surprisingly, for all the antagonism that
exists, some Kurds expressed sympathy
towards their plight and felt a sense of duty
to assist them.

Some refugees in Shaglawa said hotel
owners had reduced room rates for them,
and one family described how their landlord
bought them an extra generator. Kurdish
authorities are also distributing some free
gasoline for the refugees.

"We too were once homeless, refugees,
so we welcome them,” said shopkeeper
Ghazi, whose small supermarket in
Shaglawa has been doing an unseasonably
good trade over the past two months. "As
Kurds, we must help them".

SCARS OF HISTORY

The scars of modern history are too
painful to be erased anytime soon.

The Kurds were gassed and displaced
under late Iraqgi Sunni Arab president
Saddam Hussein in a bid to stifle aspirations
for greater independence. Only after the
1991 Gulf War did the West intervene to
protect the Kurds with a no-fly zone that
shielded them from Saddam.

Fortunes have since changed, and the
Kurdistan region is now Iraqg's most stable
and prosperous. Meanwhile, many in the
country's once-dominant Sunni minority
complain of ill-treatment under the Shi‘ite-
led government that came to power after
Saddam was vanquished in 2003. Separate

development has fueled tensions.

A feud over how to share Irag's resources
has intensified to the point that Baghdad
cut funding to Kurdistan, retaliating against
the region's moves to export oil indepen-
dently through a new pipeline to Turkey.
There is also a cultural drifting apart.

Many older Kurds speak at least some
Arabic but the generation that grew up
after the region gained autonomy generally
does not. Today, Arab Iragis cannot enter
Kurdistan without a permit and need a local
sponsor if they wish to stay long-term.

"The social ties and interconnectedness
between Arabs and Kurds that sustained the
idea that these are one people and part of
one country are long gone,” said Fanar
Haddad, the author of Sectarianism in Iraq:
Antagonistic Visions of Unity.

Kurdish suspicions have not eased regar-
ding Iraqi Arabs' intentions.

"Frankly, we suffered at their hands,"
said a 50-year-old taxi driver in Arbil who
was imprisoned during Saddam's time for
refusing to do military service. "We don't
hate the Arabs, but let them have their
country, and we'll have ours."

FAULTLINE

Shihab Ahmed Kufaysh, 22, was less for-
tunate than some of his fellow Anbaris.

Clutching his Iraqi passport, Kufaysh
stood angry and dejected outside a check-
point on the border with Kurdistan after
being denied passage across one of the
country's deepest ethnic and political fault
lines.

"They won't let me in," he said, with his
belongings lying at his feet and a national
identity card in hand. "I am lIraqi: isn't this
part of Iraq?"

Already vigilant on their internal border
with the rest of the country, Kurdish autho-
rities have put Arab lIragis under further
scrutiny after a rare bombing in the regio-
nal capital Arbil last year, which was clai-
med by Sunni militant group the Islamic
State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL).

Officials in Kurdistan said the perpetra-
tors of the attack were all Arab.

"They think we're all terrorists. This is
racism,” said Kufaysh before abandoning
hope. He turned his back on the border and
began his long journey back to Fallujah. Q
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Ekurd.net
March 13, 2014

LEMANI, Kurdistan region ‘Iraq’,— Dozens of young Kurdish musi-

cians gathered on Thursday, in front of the office building of
Kurdistan Parliament in Slémani [Sulaimaniyah] by playing music in pro-
test against the delay in forming the new Kurdistan regional govern-
ment.
“Musicians felt that they should express their protest on the delay in
forming the government by playing music for 4 straight hours in front of
the office building of the Parliament of Kurdistan in Sulaimaniyah ,”
One of the young musicians, Avan Zirek said, Shafaaq News reported.

“they are a group of independent youth who do not belong to any party,
noting that it is the duty of artists and musicians to make their voices
reach others to protest the delay in forming the government, which
greatly harmed the interests of the citizens”. Zirek added.

Zirak pointed out that this vigil also came to protest the delayed pay-
ment of February salaries for the majority of staff and other segments
of society, pointing out the approaching of Newroz (Kurdish New Year)
holiday.

Also People with disabilities, members of the Handicapped Association
of Kurdistan, took to the streets in Slémani demanding the officials of
the KRG to provide their salaries and expressing their dissatisfaction
with the failed policies of the Kurdistan Regional Government KRG in
handling their situations and lives.

They say that 72 days have passed and they have not received their
salaries, and are experiencing hardship, and cannot accept this degra-
ding circumstance any longer, KNNC website reported.

The Ministry of Finance of KRG deceives its employees. On March 8,
2014, Dlér Tariq, spokesperson of Finance Ministry, said that Ministry of
Financeso employees and the three Presidents namely Prime Minister,
Kurdistan Region President, and the Speaker of Kurdistan Parliament
will not be given their salaries until all the ministries salaries are given.
But today Ministry of Finance employees and the three presidents recei-
ved their salaries

Kurdistan Region is suffering from financial scarcity that causes stop in
paying salaries to employees, while officials in the regional government
accused Baghdad of being deliberate in not paying the region 's finan-
cial allocations to pressure it in order to achieve political and economic

Protests in Iraqi Kurdistan against delays in
salary and forming Kurdish government

People with dis-
abilities, members
of the
Handicapped
Association of
Kurdistan, took to
the streets in
Slémani demand-
ing the officials of
the KRG to pro-
vide their salaries.
Photo: KNNC

gains.

Kurds say that Baghdad is applying the economic blockade policy and
obscure their money to pressure them to abandon plans to export oil
from its fields.

Teachers and staff at the Directorate of Education in Raniya, North of
Slémani, on Saturday, March 8, boycotted class for the second day in
response to delays in their salaries. The teachers said that they cannot
continue like this and that the delay has profoundly affected their lives

On February 11, a march has been organized by the Communist party of
Kurdistan and Kurdistan Toilers party in Sulémani, to submit a memoran-
dum to the office of Kurdistan parliament about the formation of the
government crisis and the delay of salaries and other issues.

The staff and workers of electricity and water departments in Sulémani
city in Iraqi Kurdistan region protested on February 10, in front of their
departments against the delay in the payment of their salaries for
January, causing the closure of one of the main streets in the province.

The KRG Ministry of Finance released a statement on Monday and
announced," the reason for the delay of February's salary of KRG
employees is that the Iraqgi Ministry of Finance has not send the budget
of January yet."

Rich people of Sulémani finance Iraqi Kurdistan government-owned
banks, Kurdistan Investors Union put 100 billion Iraq dinars in the
Central Bank of Kurdistan Region-Sulémani on February 12, which they
collected from the region's investors and businessman, so that KRG can
distribute the employees delay salaries. O

Over 1 million barrels of
Kurdish oil stored in Turkey

16 March 2014
http://www.aa.com.tr

Disputes between Baghdad and Irbil sees 1.35 mil-
lion barrels of crude oil marooned in Turkey's
Ceyhan facility.

KAYSERI, Turkey - Over a million barrels of crude oil from the Kurdish
zone of northern Iraq is stranded in Turkey because of a dispute between
Baghdad and its northern region.

About 1.35 million barrels of crude oil have flown to Turkey's
Mediterranean export hub in Ceyhan, the country’s energy minister,
Taner Yildiz, said Sunday.

The oil, however, remains in containers and has yet to leave Turkish

shores, Yildiz told reporters in his
hometown, Kayseri.

Yildiz pointed to ongoing disagree-
ments between Iraq's central govern-
ment and the Kurdish north as the
reason for the deadlock.

"I hope that Baghdad and Irbil will
settle their disputes and meet on the
same point," he said.

Yildiz added that oil from northern Iraqg and Baghdad were being stored
in separate containers.

"The Kurdish Regional Government in northern Iraq is having a hard time
economically because it could not get enough shares from the income
generated from petrol and the central budget," he said.

"Baghdad will surely find a solution to this, for Iraq is a union."

Yildiz added that Turkey was working on increasing the capacity of the
Kirkuk—Ceyhan Oil Pipeline, which is Iraq's largest crude oil export route.
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Syrie: 7 morts dans
un attentat suicide
a Qamichli

DAMAS, 11 mars 2014 (AFP)

AU MOINS SEPT PERSONNES ont été tuées mardi dans un triple attentat
suicide mené par des jihadistes contre un hétel dans la ville kurde de
Qamichli, dans le nord-est de la Syrie, a indiqué une ONG.

Trois hommes ont fait détoner leurs ceintures d'explosifs dans I'hétel Hadaya a
Qamichli, tuant sept personnes, dont quatre femmes, a précisé I'Observatoire
syrien des droits de 'Homme (OSDH), qui avait fourni auparavant un bilan de
cing morts.

Les auteurs de l'attentat sont des membres de I'Etat islamique en Irak et au
Levant (EIIL), le groupe jihadiste le plus radical de Syrie.

L'agence officielle Sana a fait état de cing morts dans l'attaque.

Un militant kurde sur place a indiqué a 'AFP que I'hdtel était une base des forces
de sécurité kurdes "Asayish", mais qu'il ignorait si les victimes étaient des mem-
bres de ces forces.

Qamichli est la plus grande ville & majorité kurde tenue par le régime et les mil-
ices kurdes. Elle est relativement épargnée par les combats qui font rage sur
d'autres fronts de Syrie dévastée par trois ans de guerre.

Les Kurdes syriens ont tenté au début de ne pas s'impliquer dans le conflit entre
le régime et la rébellion jusqu'a ce qu'ils soient attaqués par les jihadistes qui se
disputent le méme territoire a la lisére de I'Irak.

La guerre en Syrie a fait plus de 140.000 morts depuis mars 2011, selon
['OSDH.®

11 mars 2014

Le pétrole, richesse et
talon d'Achille de I'lrak

Par Laurent Ribadeau Dumas
http://geopolis.francetvinfo.fr

n février 2014, les exportations de

pétrole irakien ont atteint 2,8 millions
de barils par jour. Un chiffre jamais égalé
depuis plus de 20 ans, selon Bagdad. Ce qui
ne veut pas forcément dire qu’une décennie
apres la chute de Saddam Hussein, I'lrak
puisse compter a plein sur son énorme
potentiel d’or noir. D’autant que la province
autonome kurde entend exploiter elle-
méme ses propres réserves.

Les chiffres de février sont les plus hauts
depuis l'invasion du Koweit par Saddam
Hussein en 1990. Cette opération avait
déclenché un embargo et des sanctions
internationales. Puis en 2003, les Etats-Unis
avaient envahi I'lrak et renversé le régime
baasiste. Autant d’opérations qui ont con-
sidérablement handicapé le secteur énergé-
tique irakien. Un secteur d’autant plus vital
pour Bagdad qu’il assure 95% de ses
ressources.

En principe, le pays ne devrait pas se faire
d’inquiétude en la matiere. Selon les estima-
tions, il disposerait des «quatriemes
réserves prouvées du monde, avec 11% du
total». Dans le méme temps, il est le
troisieme exportateur d’or noir, rappelle
I’Agence internationale de I’énergie (AIE).
Selon cette source, la production pourrait
atteindre 6,1 millions de barils en 2020. Et
8,3 millions en 2035.

Mais pour certains spécialistes, le pays
«n’est pas — encore — I'eldorado du pétrole
attendu». Motif : «le poids de I'Etat dans
I'industrie pétroliere, qui décourage tout

Champ pétrolier Kirkouk nord I'Irak
. © AFP - Marwan Ibrahim

investissement lourd, la médiocre qualité
des infrastructures de transport ou de raffi-
nage, I'insécurité politique endémique, liée
notamment a la persistance des violences
interconfessionnelles» et les tensions au
Moyen-Orient, constate le quotidien
économique Les Echos.

Un autre obstacle, et non des moindres,
empéche pour l'instant I'lrak d’envisager
son avenir pétrolier avec un franc optimisme
: les relations tendues entre I'Etat central et
la région autonome du Kurdistan, elle-méme
assise sur un tas d’or noir. Les réserves de
cette derniere sont estimées a 45 milliards
de barils. Des réserves découvertes depuis
les années 2000 par les «majors» du secteur
: les américains Exxon, Mobil et Chevron, le
russe Gazprom, le frangais Total. Sans parler
du gaz : 3000 a 6000 milliards de m3 de gaz
dormiraient dans le sous-sol kurde.

Depuis plusieurs mois, les deux parties n’ar-
rivent pas a s’entendre sur la question du
partage des ressources. A Bagdad, on estime
que celles produite dans les régions apparti-
ennent au pays tout entier. Tandis que la
seconde traite directement avec les firmes
étrangeres au motif que le pétrole produit
sur son sol est sa propriété. «Le défi le plus

important est que nous n'avons pas trouvé
d'accord national sur I'extraction et la com-
mercialisation du pétrole dans I'ensemble
des territoires irakiens», a déclaré le ler
février 2014 le vice-premier ministre irakien
en charge de I'énergie, Hussein Chahristani.

VERS L'INDEPENDANCE ?

Cela n’empéche pas le gouvernement
régional du Kurdistan d’exploiter ses
réserves d’hydrocarbures. Et de les commer-
cialiser, au grand dam de Bagdad. «Depuis
pas mal de temps déja, une noria de camions
citernes turcs achemine le pétrole kurde
vers la Turquie», expliquait en décembre
2013 un (excellent) article du Monde.
Désormais, un oléoduc relie directement
Erbil, capitale de la province kurde (nord de
I'lrak) a Habur sur la frontiere turque. De
plus, «Ankara et Erbil ont conclu un accord
d’approvisionnement a long terme», selon la
méme source.

En janvier, le gouvernement irakien avait
menacé de boycotter les entreprises turques
et d'annuler des contrats si du pétrole kurde
était exporté a I'étranger via la Turquie sans
son aval. Pour autant, le probléeme n’est tou-
jours pas réglé.

Il 'est d’autant moins qu’un autre conflit
oppose I'Etat central et le gouvernement
régional du Kurdistan a propos de la
province de Kirkouk (nord), qui elle aussi
regorge... d’or noir. Les deux questions sont
sans doute loin, trés loin d’étre tranchées.
Car sous protection aérienne américaine
depuis 2001, le Kurdistan (6 millions d’habi-
tants) jouit d’'une importante autonomie et
dispose de son propre gouvernement, de ses
propres forces de sécurité et de son propre
drapeau. Désormais, avec ses hydrocarbu-
res, il a désormais les moyens financiers de
s’affranchir de la tutelle de Bagdad. Et d’as-
surer son indépendance politique.
1 224
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conflit en Syrie

: Hicham Mourad
http://hebdo.ahram.org.eg

a poursuite de la guerre
civile en Syrie, sans issue en
i vue, accroit ses retombées et ses
i dangers dans le monde arabe et
i rend ses stigmates durables et
i plus difficiles a éradiquer. Le
i pays est de facto divisé entre les
i régions controlées par le régime
i de Bachar Al-Assad et celles
i dominées par les différentes
i forces de l'opposition armée,
i souvent en désaccord et parfois
i en conflit entre elles. Cet état
i accroit le risque de désin-
i tégration de I'Etat, suivant des
i lignes de démarcations reli-
i gieuses, sectaires et ethniques, en

i cas de poursuite prolongée du
i conflit.

i Les tensions et les conflits sec-
i taires qui accompagnent la
i guerre en Syrie ont exacerbé le
i méme type de tensions dans les
i pays voisins, aux équilibres
i confessionnels et politiques frag-
i iles. En premiere ligne se trouve
i le Liban, qui accueille presque 1
i million de réfugiés syriens. Les
i rapports historiques entre le pays
i du Cedre et la Syrie ne sont pas a
i démontrer, et I'influence qu’ex-
i erce Damas sur la politique
i intérieure libanaise est bien con-
i nue. L’'implication du Hezbollah
i chiite libanais, a hauteur de
i plusieurs milliers de combattants
i dans la guerre en Syrie, en est
i I'exemple le plus patent, avec
i comme conséquence le déborde-
i ment du conflit sur le territoire
i libanais, sous forme d’attentats
i contre la milice chiite ou d’af-
i frontements confessionnels.

Le méme danger, quoique sur
i une échelle moins importante,
i menace deux autres pays voisins
la Jordanie, qui accueille
i quelque 600 000 réfugiés syriens,
i et I'Iraq, qui en accueille 217
i 000. La menace de contagion est
i cependant plus présente dans ce
dernier pays du fait de son équili-

bre politico-ethnique précaire. Le
pouvoir y est détenu par la
majorité chiite (entre 60 et 65 %
de la population) qui observe
une politique favorable au
régime de Damas, tenu par la
minorité alaouite (12 % de la
population), une branche du chi-
isme. La crainte d'une insur-
rection sunnite en Iraq, a 'instar
de celle menée contre Bachar Al-
Assad, explique en grande partie
la politique de Bagdad vis-a-vis
du conflit syrien. Ceci est d’au-
tant plus vrai que 'une des fac-
tions de I’opposition armée syri-
enne, parmi les plus dangereuses,
opére simultanément sur les
territoires des deux pays voisins.
1l s’agit de I’Etat islamique en
Traq et au Levant, un groupe dji-
hadiste ultra-radical aux actions
militaires transfrontalieres.

La dimension confessionnelle
et sectaire de la guerre en
Syrie se double d’'un axe eth-
nique relatif a la minorité kurde
en ce pays (entre 10 et 15 % de la
population). Les  Kurdes,
concentrés au nord, a la frontiere
avec la Turquie, et au nord-est,
dans la région adossée au
Kurdistan iragien, ont acquis un
statut d’autonomie de facto, a la
suite du retrait des forces gouver-
nementales de leurs régions et la
conséquente conclusion, en juin
2012, d’un accord parrainé par le
chef du Kurdistan Iraqien,
Massoud Barzani, entre leurs
deux formations politiques, le
parti de I'Union démocratique
kurde (PYD) et le Conseil
National Kurde (CNK). Cet
accord, ayant rencontré des diffi-
cultés d’application, a été suivi
par un autre, le mois suivant, qui
a créé une autorité, le Comité
supréme kurde, pour gérer les
territoires sous le contrdle du
PYD et du CNK. Au fil des com-
bats, I’ensemble des régions peu-
plées majoritairement de kurdes
sont tombées aux mains de leurs
milices, les Unités de protection
populaires. Seules deux grandes
villes kurdes, Al-Hasaka et Al-
Qamichli, restent sous controle

gouvernemental.

Il n’est pas un secret que le con-
flit en Syrie donne des ailes aux
revendications  autonomistes,
voire indépendantistes, kurdes et
renforce les velléités séparatistes
du Kurdistan iraqien et les reven -
dications nationalistes  des
Kurdes en Turquie. Les Kurdes
caressent de plus en plus 1’espoir
de la création d’'un Etat kurde.
Un réve qui est toutefois loin de
pouvoir se concrétiser, étant
donné les énormes obstacles qui
se dressent sur son chemin. En
tout cas, les Kurdes post-conflit
seront une force politique avec
qui il faut compter.

Une des conséquences géopoli-
tiques majeures du conflit syrien
est la confirmation de la montée
en puissance du poids politique
des principaux acteurs arabes de
la région du Golfe, notamment
I’ Arabie saoudite et le Qatar. Ce
phénomene était déja en gesta-
tion du fait de l'instabilité poli-
tique et sécuritaire et du recul
économique dans les pays arabes
ou des soulévements populaires
ont renversé les régimes en place.
11 s’agit surtout du poids lourd
du systéme régional arabe,
I'Egypte, puis la Syrie. Toutes
deux, avec 1I’Arabie saoudite,
constituaient ces dernieres
années un triumvirat dirigeant
dans le monde arabe. Les turbu-
lences politique, sécuritaire,
économique et sociale que tra-
verse 1'Egypte depuis plus de
trois ans ont provoqué son net
recul sur la scene régionale. Plus
encore, Le Caire compte désor-
mais sur des monarchies
pétrolieres du Golfe comme
I’Arabie saoudite, les Emirats
arabes unis et le Koweit, pour
relancer son économie, saignée a
blanc depuis le soulévement pop-
ulaire du 25 janvier 2011.

La Syrie, elle, apres avoir été
un acteur arabe majeur, est
devenue, en raison de la guerre
civile, une proie a toutes sortes
d’intervention politique et mili-

taire étrangére, arabe, régionale :
et internationale. L’Arabie saou- i
dite et le Qatar sont notamment
les principaux pourvoyeurs de :
fonds a l'opposition armée qui :
cherche a renverser le régime de :
Damas. Ainsi, le centre de gra- :
vité arabe s’est déplacé du « i
Machreq » méditerranéen vers la :
région du Golfe, relativement :
épargnée des soubresauts du « i
Printemps arabe » a coups de
réformes sociales introduites :
grace a la richesse pétroliére. H

Les Etats du Golfe ne sont :
cependant pas totalement a I'abri
des effets du « Printemps arabe »
et du conflit syrien. Bahrein
notamment a fait 'objet en mars :
2011 d’une insurrection menée :
par la majorité chiite (70 % de la :
population) contre le régime :
royal dominé par les sunnites. La :
révolte a été matée grace a l'in- :
tervention militaire de I’Arabie :
saoudite et des Emirats, venus a
la rescousse de Manama. Mais le :
probleéme reste posé et la tension :
vive. H

L’opposition islamiste armée
contre Bachar Al-Assad, qui
tend & dominer la scéne de la :
révolte en Syrie et est financée :
par Riyad et Doha, risque aussi :
d’avoir un effet boomerang sur
les Etats du Golfe. Plusieurs dji- :
hadistes radicaux qui combattent :
en Syrie sont originaires de pays
arabes, dont la région du Golfe. :
Leur retour a leur pays d’origine :
avant ou apres la fin du conflit :
risque d’alimenter une vague :
d’attentats terroristes et d’insta- i
bilité politique. Cette perspective i
explique la décision de Riyad, le :
7 mars, de déclarer terroristes :
deux groupes armés en Syrie qui
s’inspirent d’Al-Qaéda, I’Etat :
islamique en Iraq et au Levant et
le front Al-Nosra. Ce dernier, :
I'une des principales forces d’op-
position armée en Syrie et dont |
plusieurs commandants sont de :
nationalité saoudienne, avait :
bénéficié ces derniéres années :
des largesses de Riyad.
Qoo
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L'armée syrienne devant Yabroud,
attentat suicide a Kamichli

BEYROUTH- 11 mars 2014 (Reuters)

L'ARMEE SYRIENNE renforcée par les combattants du Hezbollah
libanais a pris le controle mardi des terres agricoles au nord de
Yabroud, derniére grande place forte rebelle prés de la frontiére liba-
naise au nord de Damas, apprend-on de source militaire.

Selon ces personnes, qui sont en contact avec les combattants sur le ter-
rain, I'armée syrienne a tué des dizaines de rebelles lors de la prise de
cette zone, appelée les Fermes de Rima.

"L'armée fait désormais face a Yabroud", a dit un militaire & Reuters.

La prise de Yabroud permettrait au président Bachar al Assad de sécuri-
ser la voie reliant son fief alaouite sur la cote méditerranéenne a la capi-
tale Damas tout en coupant la voie d'approvisionnement des rebelles a
partir du Liban.

Le mois dernier, aprés un bombardement préalable a I'offensive sur le
terrain, des milliers de personnes ont fui Yabroud, ainsi que les zones
adjacentes.

Petite ville de 40.000 a 50.000 personnes située a une soixantaine de kilo-
metres au nord de Damas, Yabroud est proche de l'autoroute Damas-
Alep et de la cote méditerranéenne

Selon 1'Observatoire syrien des droits de 'homme (OSDH), une ONG
proche de l'opposition basée a Londres, l'aviation syrienne a largué des
barils d'explosifs sur les Fermes de Rima et sur certains quartiers de
Yabroud. Aucun bilan n'a été avancé.

KAMIKAZES

De I'autre c6té de la frontiere, au Liban, des roquettes tirées sur le village

de Nabi Chit a partir de zones syriennes tenues par les rebelles ont fait
un blessé, apprend-on aupres des services de sécurité. Des armes appar-
tenant au Hezbollah seraient entreposées a Nabi Chit.

Ces derniers mois, le gouvernement syrien a progressé le long de 1'auto-
route ainsi qu'autour de Damas et d'Alep, reprenant l'initiative dans le
conflit syrien qui entrera dans sa quatriéme année la semaine prochaine.

Selon '0OSDH, trois membres de I'Etat islamique en Irak et au Levant
(EIIL) ont actionné leur ceinture d'explosifs dans un hétel de la ville
kurde de Kamichli abritant un conseil local dirigé par le Parti de 1'union
démocratique (PYD), principale formation politique kurde de Syrie.

Dans cette attaque, sept civils, dont quatre femmes, ont trouvé la mort et
une vingtaine de personnes ont été blessées. Ce bilan a été confirmé a
Reuters par une porte-parole du PYD.

Selon 'OSDH, un des kamikazes était une femme.

Longtemps opprimés par Damas, les Kurdes syriens ont été en quelque
sorte livrés & eux-mémes avec le déclenchement du conflit syrien, le gou-
vernement de Bachar al Assad étant occupé a combattre les rebelles dans
d'autres régions. De ce fait, certains ont accusé les Kurdes d'avoir noué
une alliance de fait avec Bachar al Assad.

Les Kurdes, qui sont environ deux millions, ont gagné du terrain vers le
nord-est depuis le début du soulevement. Ils ont mis en place un gouver-
nement local autour des villes de Hassaka et de Kamichli le 21 janvier
dernier. O

11 mars 2014

www.leschos.fr

lus de 140.000 tués, dont pres de

50.000 civils, de graves abus commis
contre les enfants, 2,5 millions de réfugiés,
une situation humanitaire
catastrophique... Le bilan humain des trois
années de guerre en Syrie est dramatique.
Le 15 mars 2011 démarrait un souléve-
ment pacifique pour une « Syrie sans
tyrannie». Trois ans plus tard, la révolte
s’est muée en une guerre civile dévasta-
trice au bilan humain effrayant.

- PLUS DE 140.000 VICTIMES

Syrie : trois ans de guerre,
un bilan humain effrayant

liers» de détenus dans les prisons du
régime. Des ONG font état de tortures et
d’exécutions sommaires dans les prisons.

Un rapport de I’ONU sur les enfants a
accusé le régime et I’opposition armée
d’avoir commis contre eux de graves abus.
Le document détaille une série d’exac-
tions, dont des tortures et des viols dans
les centres de détention de 1I’armée, 1’utili-
sation d’enfants comme boucliers humains
ou le recrutement d’adolescents par

I’ Armée syrienne libre et des groupes
armés kurdes. (A lire : Une enfant dans la
guerre : la vidéo qui fait réfléchir )

Selon une étude du Réseau euro-méditer-
ranéen des droits de ’Homme , de nom-
breuses femmes ont été violées en prison,
utilisées comme boucliers humains et enle-
vées pour faire pression et humilier leur
famille.

- 2,5 MILLIONS D’EXILES
Selon le Haut-Commissaire de I’ONU aux

Selon I” Observatoire syrien des droits de
I’'Homme (OSDH, 15 février 2014), qui
s’appuie sur un large réseau de sources
médicales et de militants, au moins
140.041 personnes, dont 49.951 civils
(7.626 enfants et 5.064 femmes) ont été
tuées dans ce conflit opposant régime et
rebelles mais devenu complexe avec des
combats également entre rebelles et jiha-
distes en majorité étrangers.

Plus d’un demi-million de personnes ont
été blessées depuis le debut de la guerre en
Syrie - AFPIMOHAMMED AL-KHATIEB

Dans le méme temps, au moins un demi-
million de personnes ont été blessées,
selon le Comité international de la Croix-
Rouge (CICR).

L’OSDH évoque 17.000 disparus dont le
sort reste inconnu et des «dizaines de mil-

réfugiés (HCR) Antonio Guterres, les
Syriens «sont en passe de devenir les réfu-
giés les plus nombreux dans le monde,
dépassant les Afghans».

Prés de 2,5 millions de Syriens, dont 1,2
million d’enfants, se sont exilés, principa-
lement dans les pays voisins : 935.000 au
Liban, 574.000 en Jordanie, 613.000 en
Turquie, 223.000 en Irak et 134.000 en
Egypte, selon le HCR (25 février 2014) =

21



Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

= 6,5 millions ont été déplacés a I’inté-
rieur de la Syrie.

- UNE SITUATION HUMANITAIRE «
CATASTROPHIQUE »

Les Nations unies et nombre d’ONG tirent
régulierement la sonnette d’alarme sur la
situation humanitaire qualifiée de « catas-
trophique » par le CICR, qui exhorte les
autorités a laisser passer 1’aide humani-
taire.

Selon I’ONU, la situation a atteint un
niveau «critique»: «40% des hopitaux ont
été détruits et 20% d’autres ne fonction-
nent pas convenablement ».

La Commission d’enquéte de I’ONU sur
les violations des droits de ’Homme a

dénoncé le recours aux siéges des villes et
a la famine comme méthode de guerre par
le gouvernement dans la derniére mise a
jour de son rapport publiée le 5 mars. «
Plus de 250.000 personnes sont soumises a
un siége (...), régulierement bombardées
par D’artillerie et I’aviation. Elles sont pri-
vées d’aide humanitaire, de nourriture, de
soins médicaux et doivent choisir entre la
famine et la reddition».

Selon le Programme alimentaire mondial
(10 mars 2014), quelque 500.000 per-
sonnes, vivant dans des zones inaccessi-
bles, ne recoivent toujours pas 1’aide ali-
mentaire dont elles ont besoin.

La coordinatrice des affaires humanitaires
de I’ONU, qui a visité Damas début jan-

vier, a indiqué que les destructions d’infra-
structures avaient affecté les services de
base, dont I’approvisionnement en eau,
réduit de moitié. « Presque chaque Syrien
est affecté par la crise, avec une chute de
45% du PIB et une monnaie qui a perdu
80% de sa valeur».

Le 16 février, le ministre syrien du Pétrole
a affirmé que la production pétroliére
s’était effondrée de 96% depuis le début
du conflit, alors que le pays est frappé par
des sanctions internationales et que la
majorité des puits sont aux mains des
rebelles.o

12 mars 2014

Turquie : Erdogan relache des
officiers comploteurs

Par Laure Marchand

En deux jours, 26 personnes,
qui avaient écopé en 2013 de
treés lourdes peines pour tentative
de renversement du gouverne-
ment islamo-conservateur, ont
été remis en liberté.

La prison de «Silivri se vide» se
félicitait, mardi, a sa une le quo-
tidien progouvernementalYeni
Safak. Les remises en liberté de
condamnés, dans le proces du
réseau Ergenekon, incarcérés
dans la lointaine banlieue
d'Istanbul se succedent. Depuis
deux jours, 26 personnes, qui
avaient écopé en 2013 de treés
lourdes peines pour tentative de
renversement du gouvernement
islamo-conservateur, ont ainsi
quitté la prison.

Ces libérations sont la con-
séquence directe de la guerre
entre le premier ministre, Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, et la confrérie
religieuse de Fethullah Giilen, a
l'intérieur de I'appareil d'Ftat. Le
chef du gouvernement accuse
son ancien allié, sur lequel il s'é-
tait appuyé pour démanteler le
pouvoir de I'armée, d'orchestrer
le scandale politico-financier qui
le vise. Pour 1'affaiblir, décision a
été prise le mois dernier de sup-

primer les cours spéciales,
réputées acquises au puissant
réseau musulman, qui ont jugé
des centaines de militaires dans
des proces fleuves, dont celui
d'Ergenekon. Ce démantelement
s'est accompagné d'une baisse
de dix a cinq ans de la durée
maximum de détention provi-
soire entre une arrestation et un
jugement définitif.

Un suspect dans I'assassinat de
Hrant Dink libéré

Le noyau dur d'Ergenekon, con-
stitué de hauts gradés, d'Tbrahim
Sahin, ancien chef des forces
spéciales qui ont conduit la sale
guerre contre les Kurdes dans
les années 1990 a Kemal
Keringsiz, avocat ultranational-
iste et instigateur de la cam-
pagne anti-arménienne qui a
culminé avec I'assassinat du
journaliste Hrant Dink en 2007, a
ainsi bénéficié de cette derniere
mesure. Ils ont été précédés par
Ilker Basbug, ancien chef d'état-
major, libéré vendredi et qui
avait été condamné a perpétuité,
pour appartenance a cette struc-
ture militaro-mafieuse. Cinq sus-
pects dans l'assassinat de trois
chrétiens, égorgés il y a sept ans,
un autre dans celui de Hrant
Dink sont aussi dehors depuis la

semaine derniere.

Raids anticorruption dans
I'entourage du premier ministre

Les périodes de détention qui
s'éternisent et la manipulation
du proces Ergenekon a des fins
politiques, ayant conduit a la
condamnation de certains inno-
cents, sont régulierement dénon-
cées. Les islamo-conservateurs
au pouvoir s'en sont longtemps
accommodés. Mais depuis les
raids anticorruption dans I'en-
tourage du premier ministre en
décembre, ils n'ont pas fait mys-
tere de leur volonté de revenir
sur les jugements. En somme
d'utiliser les ennemis d'hier pour
contrer ceux d'aujourd'hui,
jugent leurs détracteurs.

Pour Yavuz Baydar, chroniqueur
du quotidien Today's Zaman,
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, engagé

dans une «entreprise désespérée
pour sa survie», exploite «les
faiblesses d'un systeme judici-
aire dépassé»: «Nous entrons
dans une période délicate (...)
dont les conséquences peuvent
étre effroyables.» A sa sortie de
prison, Dogu Peringek, président
du Parti des travailleurs a
exhorté ses partisans: «Nous
sommes comme une épée
dégainée et sommes préts a
combattre.»

Le déces de Berkin Elvan, 15
ans, ajoute a ce chaos politique
et a ravivé la révolte antigou-
vernementale de juin dernier. Le
garcon est mort mardi matin
apres 269 jours dans le coma: il
avait été atteint a la téte par une
grenade lacrymogene alors qu'il
était sorti acheter du pain pen-
dant une manifestation, a
Istanbul. Des milliers de Turcs
se sont rassemblés dans la soirée
a travers le pays pour dénoncer
I'impunité de la police. Les
forces de l'ordre, qui avaient
aspergé de gaz les proches réu-
nis dans la matinée devant I'en-
trée de I'hopital d'Istanbul ot se
trouvait la dépouille de I'adoles-
cent, sont intervenues violem-
ment contre les manifestants. ®
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Iraqi Kurdistan inundated as refugees
flee fighting in Anbar province

Area has become refuge for hundreds of thousands of Syrian Kurds and Iraqis fleeing
fighting in western region of country

Orlando Crowcroft in Irbil
theguardian.com

In a teahouse deep in the heart of Irbil
bazaar, forlorn men gather around metal
tables and speak animatedly.

Walid, 55, and Rabiya, 60, (not their
real names) are two of more than 30,000
Iraqi Arabs who have fled violence in Anbar
province for Iraqi Kurdistan in the face of
renewed fighting between the Iraqi govern-
ment and the al-Qaida-affiliated Islamic
State of Iraq and the Levant.

The childhood friends are currently
holed up in a $17 (£10) a night hotel in Irbil,
each sharing a room with up to six family
members and steadily working their way
through their savings — but, they happily
admit, they are among the lucky ones.

"We were able to drive to Iraqi
Kurdistan with our families and something
in our pockets. We are lucky," said Rabiya.

A total of 300,000 Iraqis — more than
50,000 families — have been displaced by
the conflict in Anbar, according to the UN
high commissioner for refugees (UNHCR).

Many of those have moved to other
towns and villages within Iraq, but thou-
sands have headed to Iraqi Kurdistan, which
has been spared the violence in the south
and become a refuge for hundreds of thou-
sands of Syrian Kurds housed in sprawling
camps on the outskirts of Irbil, Dohuk and
Sulaimaniya.

The extra burden on Iraqi Kurdistan has
made an already serious problem even more
acute, says Falah Mustafa, head of the
Kurdistan regional government's depart-
ment of foreign affairs.

With the stream of refugees only likely

Anbar

Refugees
in Kalar.

to increase, Mustafa is urging not only the
international community to come forward,
but also the government in Baghdad.

"We have over 250,000 [Syrian] refu-
gees. We also have 250,000 Iraqis that have
fled the violence in the last couple of years
and 2,000 [members] of the Christian com-
munity who have fled to the region because
of violence. Then there are 30,000 who have
fled in Anbar province," Mustafa said.

"The KRG does not have the capability
to deal with all these needs at the same time.
This is a rough winter season. We need the
federal government to move forward and we
need to have the attention of the internatio-
nal community through agencies and NGOs
and donor countries."

Peter Kessler, working with UNHCR in
Irbil, told the Guardian that more than
6,000 Iraqis were staying in hotels, motels
and rented summer houses in Iraqi
Kurdistan — and most of them would have to
leave once the resorts began to fill for the
summer season.

"A UNHCR team visited a small motel in
Nawrouz, which has capacity to host seven
families, but was overcrowded with more

than 450 people and three to four families
sharing one apartment," he said.

"[They] reported that their resources
had already been exhausted and they would
not be able to pay next month's rent."

The UN has refurbished a former camp
for Syrian refugees in Baharka but the
government has not yet given the order to
open the site, he added. The UNHCR also
said that housing Iraqi refugees in camps
was "not the preferred option, as it may pro-
long displacement".

Meanwhile, hostilities in Anbar pro-
vince have increased.

In nearby Suleiman Pek, insurgents
were said to have occupied the town and
burned its town hall to the ground.

Walid, for his part, does not expect to be
going home any time soon. The former tea-
cher will soon begin looking for work and,
besides, he has heard from neighbours that
his house in Falluja has been destroyed.

"We have abandoned everything due to
the violence. I have no idea about the future.
We have no hope. Falluja is finished," he
said. &

18 / March / 2014

Nawshirwan Mustafa: Barzani
trying to establish Kurdish state

Hemin Salih | BasNews, Erbil
i www.basnews.com

he General Coordinator of the Change
H Movement (Gorran) has told his party’s
i officials that Kurdistan Region President
i Massoud Barzani is making efforts to
¢ announce an independent Kurdish state.

‘ According to information obtained by
BasNews, Mustafa, a longtime rival of
Barzani, told Gorran officials that Barzani is

trying to declare a Kurdish state and that he
will announce it in the next two years. The
conversation happened in a private meeting
last week.

One of the participants of the meeting
told BasNews, on condition of anonymity,
that an independent Kurdish state had been
one of the meeting’s topics.

“Mustafa told us that in the next two
years Barzani will declare a Kurdish state
and he is already making preparations for

it,” the source said.

In 2012, Gorran officially expressed its |
support for an independent state, but on the :
condition a Kurdish state have the elements
of a state already in place, rather than func- i

tion as a semi-state. O
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ISIS suicide attacks
target Syrian
Kurdish capital

The Islamic State of Iraq and al-Sham (ISIS) is
increasing its terror campaign against Kurds in
northern Syria.

Wiadimir van Wilgenburg
March 13, 2014
http:/www.al-monitor.com

ERBIL, Iraqi Kurdistan — The Islamic State of Irag and al-Sham
(ISIS) has claimed responsibility for the March 11 suicide bombings
that killed nine civilians in the city of Qamishli, the unofficial capital of the
Kurdish regions of Syria. The al-Qaeda offshoot asserted in a statement
released March 12, “The Islamic State announces its responsibility for
the commando raid operation that targeted one of the PKK [Kurdistan
Workers Party] apostates' bases in the town of Qamishli in northern al-
Baraka province."

The suicide bombings targeted the Al-Hadaya hotel, which was used for
municipal services. Unconfirmed reports suggested that a meeting bet-
ween high-ranking officials of the PKK-affiliated Democratic Union Party
(PYD) had been held in the hotel. The dead were buried March 12 with
thousands of Kurds in attendance in Qamishli.

According to ISIS, "The commando raiders of the al-Baraka operation
targeted the Al-Hadaya hotel, on Al-Wahda street, which was used as a
PKK apostates' leadership base after they seized it. Two lions of the
Islamic State carried out the commando raid of the al-Baraka operation:
Abu Mohammed al-Ansari [a Syrian] and Jarij al-Jazrawi [a Saudi], may
God Almighty accept them. The two commando raiders assaulted the
base, carried out a sweeping operation of its two floors, and then deto-
nated their belts to kill all those on the base.”

In addition, the ISIS accused the PKK of hiding the deaths of military
personnel among the nine people killed to “lessen the pressure of the
misfortune on their supporters." Contradicting ISIS, Faysal Naso, a
Qamishli resident and member of the Kurdish Democratic Party of Syria
(KDP-S), a PYD rival, told Al-Monitor that only civilians had been killed
in the attack. He also offered, “Dec. 12 is the tenth anniversary of the
Kurdish uprising against the Syrian government. That’s the reason they
attacked.”

eanwhile, Asayish, the Kurdish security police, announced in a

March 11 news conference that the bombings had been carried out
by a group of seven individuals from Egypt, Tunisia and Saudi Arabia
and that three of them had been arrested. Asayish member Etan Futat
said during the conference, "A brutal terrorist attack killed four suicide
bombers and cost seven civilians their lives, mostly women, and woun-
ded a number of other civilians,” as quoted by Hawar News.

The PKK leadership blamed Turkey for the attacks and declared that the
Syrian Kurds would respond to them by “establishing their own system
of democratic self-rule and defending the Free Kurdistan at all costs.”
The PKK also proclaimed, “Our people and our movement in the four
parts of Kurdistan will support the Rojava revolution [of Syrian Kurds].
Our peoples in Rojava are not alone.”

The Hadaya suicide attacks were not an isolated incident. The ISIS sta-
tement mentions that the group had carried out operations east of Tel
Ebyad and against a "PKK military base" two days prior in al-Qahtaniya,
east of Qamishli. The group claimed, “Up to this time, the Islamic State
has carried out nine martyrdom operations in Qamishli area since
August 29, 2013, eight of them targeting PKK apostates."

Heavy fighting had erupted between the People's Protection Units

A member of the Asayish (Kurdish Security Forces) carries
his weapon as he secures an area hit by a suicide bombing at
the Asayish center in the Suez Canal neighborhood in
Qamishli, Nov. 25, 2013. The al-Qaeda linked Islamic State
of Iraq and al-Sham claimed responsibility for the bombing.
(photo by REUTERS/Rodi Said)

(YPQ@), the largest armed Kurdish group in Syria, and the jihadist groups
and the Free Syrian Army (FSA) in Hassakeh, Raqga and Aleppo pro-
vinces after the PYD announced plans in mid-2013 to form an interim
administration.

After fighting that broke out between the ISIS and other Islamist groups
in northern Syria in January, the ISIS gained the upper hand against the
PKK in Hassakeh, and there were signs that Kurdish armed groups had
begun to cooperate with ISIS rivals in Aleppo to push it from the region.

Aymenn Jawad al-Tamimi, a UK-based expert on Syrian jihadist groups,
told Al-Monitor, “They [ISIS] have been leading the rebel offensives on
these areas since last year, and since January they are pretty much the
only tangible driving force [in Hassakeh]. Other rebel groups were either
subjugated and forced to give bay'ah [pledge of loyalty] (e.g., Jabhat al-
Nusra and Ahrar al-Sham) or support ISIS anyway (e.g., Liwa Ansar al-
Khilafa).”

lashes erupted on Dec. 26 between the YPG and ISIS over control

of the Arab-populated areas of Tel Hamis and Tel Brak. The ISIS
had accused the YPG of mistreating the local Arab populations. On Feb.
17, an ISIS video from Tel Hamis announced the mobilization of Arab al-
Tay and Jibour tribes against the PKK and the Shammar tribe in the
Qamishli area.

"We swear by God Almighty that we — the sons of the Arab tribe — will
form one line before the PKK," a tribal member said in the presence of
two ISIS fighters on the video. An ISIS member stated, "The oath is to
protect all Muslims. Support for God's religion. Descendants of Omar,
descendants of Khalid.” Moreover, the ISIS members announced that
they would strike the PKK in Qamishli. "PKK, oh Jews, the army of
Muhammad will return," ISIS supporters shouted.

On Feb. 27, the ISIS briefly captured the Kurdish village of Tel Maruf and
blew up a religious shrine of the Kurdish cleric Mashug Khaznawi. The
YPG retook the village the following day.

Mustafa Cummaa, leader of the Kurdish Freedom Party, told Al-Monitor
that the ISIS wants to show the PYD that it can easily enter Qamishli
city. He explained, “They want to convince people it’s not safe there.” He
also said that the Kurdish parties respect the Arabs and their beliefs,
“But the ISIS wants to ruin the situation and abuses the name of Islam.
They are against the Syrian and Kurdish revolution, and we suspect that
they work for Assad.”

It is likely that the fighting between the ISIS and Kurdish combatants will
continue because their ideological goals are incompatible. While ISIS
seeks to build a global Islamic caliphate, the Kurdish parties are hoping
to build autonomous administrations in three Kurdish enclaves in nor-
thern Syria. &

Wiadimir van Wilgenburg is a columnist for Al-Monitor and a political analyst spe-
cializing in Kurdish politics. He has written extensively for Jamestown Foundation
publications and other journals, such as the Near East Quarterly and the World
Affairs Journal. On Twitter: @vvanwilgenburg
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Is Baghdad Pushing the
Kurds to Independence?

By Yerevan Saeed
rudaw.net

he centerpiece of negotia-

tions between the Kurdistan
Regional Government (KRG)
and Baghdad over an oil dispute
has evolved: It has gone from
Kurdish oil contracts being dee-
med illegal and unconstitutional
by Baghdad, to who should have
authority over oil sales from the
Kurdish fields, the State Oil
Marketing Organization (SOMO)
or the Kurdistan Oil Marketing
Organization (KOMO)?

In the beginning, the debates
were centered on who should
pay the dues of the international
oil companies (IOCs) operating
in Kurdistan.

KRG’s argument was that
Erbil would produce oil and
contribute to the national budget,
and in return Baghdad had to be
responsible for paying the dues
of the IOCs. This, Baghdad ini-
tially rejected and later agreed
to, according to Kurdish officials
and evidenced by several million
dollars Baghdad paid in the
beginning when the KRG expor-
ted some 100,000 oil barrels
through the Iraqi-Turkish pipe-
line controlled by the federal
government.

What led the KRG to stop
exporting oil was the hesitation
of the federal government in
paying the rest of the fees of
IOCs in Kurdistan. In protest,
KRG halted oil exports in both
2011 and 2012, because
Baghdad returned to its earlier
position that KRG should pay
the dues from the 17 share of the
national budget it receives from
the central government.

Recognizing Baghdad’s
gambit, the KRG strategically
sought to convert a gas pipeline,
intended to feed a power station
in Duhok province, into an oil
pipeline to Turkey. The direction
of the thinking was clear: We
can’t trust Baghdad, and there is
aneed to get rid of the whims of
federal officials.

Many viewed KRG's plan of
constructing its own pipeline as
wishful thinking, because of the
high political and security risks
as well as potential technical

Realizing that threats of blacklisting oil operators in
Kurdistan would not dissuade them from backing down,
Baghdad resorted to the next step in its fight to subjugate the
KRG: An “economic siege,” implemented by cutting off

issues. But its completion in
December last year convinced
Baghdad to deal with this new
reality.

From the previous oil battles
and horse-trading between Erbil
and Baghdad, one can see who
has won until now, and who has
better leverage against the other!

However, the hard fight has
certainly yet to come.

In 2011 and 2012, Baghdad
missed a historic opportunity to
reassert its control over the
Kurdish  oilfields  through
agreeing to pay the fees of the
IOCs. Probably when enough
confidence is built, in coopera-
tion with KRG, Baghdad could
renegotiate the terms of oil
concessions the KRG has gran-
ted -- an issue Iraq constantly
brought up.

Back then, many argued that
the recognition of KRG oil
contracts  would  constitute
paving the way for an indepen-
dent Kurdistan and a Kurdish
original plan behind its oil
policy. But one should wonder
how the Kurds, the main contri-
butors and players of rebuilding
Iraq politically and militarily in
2003, would seek independence
from it?

Kurdish  leaders  made
Baghdad their home for years
and Kurdish forces alongside the
Americans helped crush al-
Qaeda militants in the country.

When Iraq became relatively

stable in 2009, Baghdad struck
back by reducing Kurdish pre-
sence in the Iraqi army and intel-
ligence. Effectively since 2007,
it has refused to pay the Kurdish
Peshmarga forces, who are reco-
gnized as “Regional Guards” in
the Iraqi constitution. This
policy that is not strange for the
current Kurdish leaders, since
they experienced the same
dilemma in the last decades.

In retrospect, Baghdad's
policy towards KRG’s oil seems
to have been shortsighted and
non-visionary.

For example, in addition to
millions of dollars Iraq loses
daily due to the stoppage of
KRG’s oil exports, it has also
lost millions from an inability to
export oil continuously through
the Iraqi-Turkish Pipeline (ITP),
due to frequent blasts hitting the
pipeline. In 2013, more than 50
explosions hit the pipeline and
halted oil exports to internatio-
nal markets.

Instead of constant threats to
blacklist foreign companies, the
Iraqi government could have
assisted KRG in constructing the
pipeline, which obviously goes
through the safest and most sta-
ble part of the country. Together,
they could have built a bigger
pipeline, and probably have
completed it earlier. Then, tech-
nically it was possible to reroute
some of Kirkuk’s oil through
KRG’s pipeline during times

when ITP’s operations stopped
because of security reasons.
This could have saved Iraq bil-
lions of dollars annually, while
better connecting Kurdistan to
the rest of Iraq.

Realizing that threats of
blacklisting oil operators in
Kurdistan would not dissuade
them from backing down,
Baghdad resorted to the next
step in its fight to subjugate the
KRG: An “economic siege,”
implemented by cutting off
Kurdistan’s budget.

Baghdad's calculation seems
to go like this: Once people's
salaries are not paid, they would
turn against their leadership. But
this did not happen, and proba-
bly never will. On the contrary,
Baghdad’s policies have driven
the Kurds further away from the
center. Now, Kurds feel much
less attached to Iraq, and have
lost trust in any future they may
have in the country. Certainly,
this feeling is not new. But the
recent policy employed by
Baghdad reinforces a historical
Kurdish fear in Iraq: Once
Baghdad is strong, it is less
likely to play nice.

In TV and radio programs
and in interviews, most people
ask: “If Baghdad would want to
starve us, what’s the point of
staying with that country?”

To lessen the impact of
Baghdad’s economic blockade
and to give confidence to people,
Kurdish businessmen have so far
offered over $180 million in
loans to KRG to pay employees.
This is not enough, but psycho-
logically it is powerful.

Because of the internal and
external pressures, Iraqi Prime
Minister Nuri al-Maliki seems to
have no option but to calm the
tensions, not just between the
federal and regional govern-
ments, but also among Iraqis in
general, because his policies
have further polarized the coun-
try.

For example, people in
Kirkuk staged rallies and
condemned Baghdad’s move
against Kurdistan. In the mean-
time, protestors have threatened
to halt oil exports through sit-in
protests. The economic siege
also drew the ire of Iraqi intel-
lectuals and writers in Baghdad,
where they protested against cut-
ting the salaries of people in
Kurdistan.

In contrast, Basra, the nerve
center of Iraq's economy, has
threatened to cut oil exports =
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= if Baghdad restarts budget
payments to the KRG.

While Maliki's policy gai-
ned some support in the sou-
thern Shiite areas, he soon found
himself polarizing the country
and fueling Kurdish and Arab
nationalism against one another,
with potential risk of an ethnic
war.

The disheartened Sunnis
also have refused to attend par-
liament sessions to pass the bud-
get, which requires the KRG to
export 400,000 oil barrels a day
in return for the 17 percent bud-
get portion.

Furthermore, the Iraqi spea-
ker of parliament Osama
Nujaifi, a Sunni, strongly rejec-
ted that the budget should be
used against Kurdistan as a poli-
tical tool. He called it unconsti-
tutional and unacceptable.

Nujaifi visited Erbil and met
with Kurdistan Region
President Massoud Barzani.
They vowed to work together to
put limitations on authoritaria-
nism in Iraq, and according to
reports they talked about a
Sunni-Kurd alliance to counter
Maliki.

Maliki also recognizes the

economic cooperation between
the KRG and the Mutahidun list
led by Nujaifi in Nineveh pro-
vince, which borders Kurdistan.
Last month, Nineveh’s
Provincial Council awarded
Erbil-based Kurdish Kar Group
a contract for a mega-refinery
with a 90,000 bpd capacity.

Externally, Baghdad is faced
with another blunder: Signing a
multi-million dollar arms deal
with Iran, as reported by
Reuters, which clearly violates
UN, US and EU sanctions,
imposed on Tehran for its
nuclear program.

As a final point, Baghdad's
economic siege seems to have
backfired and has failed to
accomplish its intended conse-
quences. If Baghdad had fulfil-
led its obligation in paying the
dues of the oil companies in
Kurdistan in 2011 and 2012,
that would have been the first
foundation stone of trust bet-
ween Kurdistan and Iraq, with
no need for the situation arri-
ving at the current state of
affairs. ®

'Ible“g'laph couk March 13,2014

Sunni revolt in Syria has given
al-Qa’ida more power in Iraq

Patrick Cockburn looks at the growing influence of Isis, formerly al-Qa’ida’s force in Iraq, which
dominates Sunni areas and is wreaking havoc among the Shia majority

BY Patrick Cockburn
20 March 2014
www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk

vents in Iraq are not always

what they seem: take two
occurrences over the past year
illustrating the difference bet-
ween appearance and the reality
in Iraq.

The first event took place outside
Fallujah after the Islamic State of
Iraq and the Levant (Isis), for-
merly known as al-Qa’ida in Iraq,
aided by tribal militias, took over
the city in January. This was a
body blow to the Iraqi govern-
ment since Fallujah is only 40
miles west of Baghdad and was
famously stormed by US Marines
in a bloody battle in 2004.

But soon after Isis had retaken it
three months ago, a reassuring
video was circulated on Twitter
and Facebook by government
supporters. It had some narrative
in Iraqi Arabic, was shot from the
air and showed insurgents being
targeted and eliminated by air-
launched missiles. This was
morale-raising stuff for the Iraqi
government and to those loyal to
it, but unfortunately it proved to
be a fabrication and after a few
hours someone noticed that the
video had been shot in
Afghanistan and it is of American
drones or helicopters firing mis-

siles at Taliban fighters. It is
doubtful if Iraqi airpower is capa-
ble of carrying out such attacks.

But such deceptions are not all
on the government side. In
December 2012 the arrest of the
bodyguards of the moderate
Sunni Finance Minister, Rafi al-
Issawi, by the government led to
widespread but peaceful protests
in Sunni provinces in northern
and central Iraq, Sunni Arabs
making up about a fifth of Iraq’s
33 million population. At first,
the demonstrations were well-
attended, with protesters
demanding an end to political,
civil and economic discrimina-
tion against the Sunni communi-
ty. But soon they realised that
Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki
was offering only cosmetic
changes and many stopped
attending the weekly demonstra-
tions.

In the Sunni city of Tikrit, capital
of Salah Ad-Din province, 10,000
people had come to rallies at
first, but then the number sank
t0 1,000. A local observer says:
“It was decided that all mosques
should be shut on Fridays except
for one, forcing all the faithful to
go to the same mosque for Friday
prayers. Cameras eagerly filmed
and photographed the crowd to
make it look like they were all
protesters and would beam the
images back to the Gulf, where

Horrific images appeared to show the radical Islamist group Isis
(Islamic State of Iraq and Syria) carrying out the punishment in
the Aleppo province. The Twitter feed ‘Jihad News’ claimed the
alleged thief had requested the punishment according to strict reli-

their paymasters were fooled (or
maybe they weren’t) into think-
ing that the protests were still
attracting large numbers.” The
eyewitness in Tikrit cynically sug-
gests that the money supposedly
spent on feeding and transport-
ing non-existent demonstrators
was pocketed by protest leaders.

he two stories illustrate an

important political truth
about contemporary Iraq.
Neither the government nor any
of the constitutional political

movements are as strong as they
pretend. Power is divided and
these divisions have helped al-
Qa’ida in Iraq to re-emerge far
stronger and more speedily than
anybody expected. Its jihadist
militants are still in Fallujah
where they reportedly have 300
to 500 men armed with high-
powered sniper rifles on its outs-
kirts. The political winds are still
blowing in their favour and pea-
ceful protests are languishing.

“Belittled, demonised and >
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> increasingly subject to a cen-
tral government crackdown, the
popular movement is slowly
mutating into an armed strug-
gle,” reports the International
Crisis Group. “Many Sunni Arabs
have concluded that their only
realistic option is a violent con-
flict increasingly framed in con-
fessional terms.”

The government might have got
away with its confrontational
approach before 2011, after
which the Arab Spring took the
form in Syria of a revolt by the
Sunni majority. With the Syrian
rebels backed by Saudi Arabia
and the Sunni monarchies of the
Gulf and Turkey, the sectarian
balance of power in the region is
changing.

reviously, the Iraqi Sunni had

been resentful but largely
resigned to the Shia-Kurdish
domination of Iraq established
since the overthrow of Saddam
Hussein in 2003. They were fear-
ful of a renewed onslaught by
Shia militias and Shia-controlled
security forces which had driven
Sunni out of much of Baghdad in
the sectarian civil war of 2006-7.

A US embassy cable in
September 2007 said: “More
than half of all Baghdad neigh-
bourhoods now contain a clear
Shia majority. Sunnis have large-
ly fled to outlying areas or have
been concentrated into small
enclaves surrounded by Shia
neighbourhoods.” To a great
extent, this remains true to this
day.

Many Iraqi Sunni felt they had
no alternative but to revert to
armed struggle and they were
encouraged by two regional
developments: the Sunni-Shia
conflict is intensifying as is the
hot and cold war between Saudi
Arabia and the Gulf monarchies
backed by the US, in confronta-
tion with Iran, Syria and
Hezbollah in Lebanon, who in
turn are backed by Russia.

Iraq has long suspected the hid-
den hand of Wahhabism, the
variant of Islam espoused by
Saudi Arabia, as being behind
many of its troubles. But it was
only this month that Mr Maliki,
in an interview with France 24
television, put the blame squarely
on Saudi Arabia and Qatar, say-
ing that “these two countries are
primarily responsible for the sec-
tarian, terrorist and security cri-

sis in Iraq”.

He added that allegations that he
was marginalising Sunnis was
broadcast by “sectarians with ties
to foreign agendas, with Saudi
and Qatari incitement”. His accu-
sations were angrier and more
direct than before, alleging that
Riyadh and Doha are providing
support for the militants, includ-
ing “buying weapons for the ben-
efit of these terrorist organisa-
tions”.

ow much truth is there in Mr

Maliki’s accusations? A pro-
portion of aid from the Gulf des-
tined for the armed opposition in
Syria undoubtedly goes to Iraq.
Turkey allows weapons and jiha-
dist volunteers, many of them
potential suicide bombers, to
cross its 500 mile-long border
into Syria and inevitably some of
the guns, fighters and bombers
will go to Iraq. This is hardly sur-
prising given that Isis operates in
both countries as if they were
one. Since mid-2012, violence
has increased sharply, with 9,571
Iraqi civilians killed in 2013 and
2,006 in the first two months of
this year, according to Iraq Body
Count. A senior US administra-
tion official, speaking last August
and quoted by Jessica D Lewis of
the Institute for the Study of
War, said: “In the [past] two
years, we've had an average of
about five to 10 suicide bombers
a month, in 2011 and 2012...
We've seen over the [past] 9o
days the suicide bomber numbers
approach about 30 a month, and
we still suspect that most of them
are coming in from Syria.”

A blind spot for the US and the
Western powers has been their
failure to see that by supporting
the armed uprising in Syria, they
would inevitably destabilise Iraq
and provoke a new round of its
sectarian civil war. Al-Qa’ida in
Iraq, as it was then known, was
at its lowest ebb in 2010. It had
been vigorously pursued by the
Americans, was under attack
from the Sahwa or “Awakening”
groups of anti-al-Qa’ida fighters,
mostly drawn from the Sunni
tribes. It had lost many of its vet-
erans, who were dead or in
prison, and survivors were
unpopular among ordinary
Sunnis because of their general
bloodthirstiness, killing even
minor government employees
who might be Sunni. Above all,
they had failed and up to 2012
many Sunnis were hopeful of

extracting at least some conces-
sions from the government with-
out going back to war.

The spectacular resurgence of al-
Qa’ida in Iraq came through a
well-planned campaign, an
important element of which was
systematic attacks on the prisons.
Known as the “Breaking the
Walls” campaign, it involved
eight separate attacks to free
prisoners, culminating in a suc-
cessful assault on Abu Ghraib
and Taji prisons in July 2013 in
which at least 500 captives, many
of them experienced fighters,
escaped. The attackers poured
100 mortar bombs into the jails
and used suicide bombers to
clear the way as inmates rioted
and started fires to confuse the
guards.

There were escalating attacks on
Iraqi security forces by Isis all
over Iraq last year. An assault by
government forces on a peace
camp at Hawijah, south-west of
Kirkuk, on 23 April killed 50 peo-
ple and injured 110, alienating
many Sunni, including powerful
tribes. Ill-planned government
counter-offensives, which often
mean detaining and mistreating
all Sunni men of military age, are
counter-effective. Sporadic
shelling of Fallujah and Ramadi
by government forces in Anbar
forced some 500,000 people out
of 1.6 million in the province to
flee to safer places where they
often live rough or whole families
are crammed into a single room.

A. long the upper Euphrates
iver, food is scarce and

expensive and many schools have
closed. The most important
Sunni religious leader in Anbar,
Abdul Malak al-Saadi, who had
previously counselled modera-
tion, says the April parliamentary
elections are illegitimate.
Election posters are torn down a
soon as they are put up.

There is some uncertainty about
the degree of control Isis has
over Sunni areas, depending on
whether or not it wants to adver-
tise its presence. Its grip over
Iraqg’s third-largest city, Mosul, is
probably more important than its
position in Fallujah but gets little
publicity because of an assassina-
tion campaign against local
media appears to be aimed at
concealing this: five journalists
have been killed since October
and 40 have fled to Kurdistan
and Turkey.

Mukhtars, the most important
of the government’s repre-
sentatives, who are also commu-
nity leaders, are being killed off,
forced to flee or to co-operate
with Isis. Minorities such as the
Yazidis and Christians are being
targeted to drive them out of
Mosul. Isis has enough authority
to levy taxes on everybody from
people selling food on the street
to construction and mobile-
phone companies.

The surge in Isis’s control in
Sunni Iraq has happened at
speed over the past year, but
there is no sign of an effective
government counter-attack. The
slaughter of Shia civilians contin-
ues, with a suicide bomber in a
minivan packed with explosives
killing 45 and wounding 157 peo-
ple at the security checkpoint at
the entrance to the largely Shia
town of Hilla, south-west of
Baghdad, on 8 March.
Government security is incapable
of finding and eliminating the
hideouts where these devastating
vehicle-born bombs are rigged.

Speaking early last year, Dr
Mahmoud Othman, the veteran
MP, said that “about half the
+country is not really controlled
by the government”. Asked why
Iraq’s 900,000-strong armed
forces are so ineffective against
Isis, another politician, who did
not want to be named, said: “This
is the harvest of total corruption.
People pay money to get into the
army [so they are paid] — but
they are investors not soldiers.”

This may be a little harsh, but
there is no doubt that Isis is
stronger than ever before, con-
trols much of Sunni Iraq and can
carry out its murderous opera-
tions anywhere in the rest of the
country.
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http://www.ekurd.net

News in brief :

KURDISH YPG RESPONDS TO ISIS ATTACKS,
16 ISLAMIC-JIHADISTS KILLED IN KOBANE

March 16, 2014

Kobané: Armed Islamic-Jihadist groups affiliated to the Islamic State
of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) launched an attack against the village of Cub,
25 km from the Kobané province in Syrian Kurdistan, Saturday night.
According to the information obtained from the spokesperson of the
Kobané region, jihadists attacked the village, which is inhabited by
Kurds and Arabs, from three separate points late at night. Clashes
broke out as forces of the Kurdish People's Defense Units (YPG) res-
ponded to the attacks, leaving 16 gang members dead in clashes in the
village. Armed groups of ISIS launched another attack targeting the
Miléh El-Qemer village of Tel Abyad last night. One member of the
groups was killed in clashes that broke out after YPG forces' response
to the Islamists. On the other hand, a separate group affiliated to the
ISIS attacked the Giré Sor town of Kobané where they were ambushed
by YPG fighters, according to the reports provided by the YPG spokes-
person. Seven members of the gang group were killed and two others
wounded in clashes. ISIS groups were also ambushed by YPG forces as
they attempted to move towards the Kurdish-inhabited Mitras village
in the Sirin town of Kobané. Clashes in the village left seven gag mem-
bers dead while YPG fighters also destroyed a military vehicle carrying
an antiaircraft weapon. firatnews.com

AMERICA VOWS NOT TO REPEAT HALABJA
“MASSACRE” IN IRAQ

March 17, 2014

Baghdad: United States renewed its commitment to ensure non-
recurrence of what it called as massacre in Halabja, vowing to stand
by the Iragi and Kurdish people in their quest to build a democratic,
federal, pluralistic country, according to the constitution. This came in
a statement by the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad marking the twenty-sixth
anniversary of what it called as terrible massacre committed by the
regime of Saddam Hussein that claimed the lives of more than five
thousand innocent civilians as a result of an attack with chemical wea-
pons on Halabja city in Kurdistan Region of Iraq”. The statement pled-
ged to stand by all Iragis and Kurdish people in their strive towards
building a democratic, federal, pluralist and unified Iraq according to
items stipulated in the constitution. The statement renewed
Washington's commitment to ensure that no “atrocities " would take
place again on the ground in Irag. The former Saddam regime had
bombed in 16 of March 1988 Halabja city with chemical weapons, kil-
ling more than 5,500 Iraqi Kurds and wounded 7000-10000 mostly civi-
lians, thousands of residents of the town had been killed in the follo-
wing year due to health complications, diseases and birth defects. sha-
faag.com

KURDISTAN GOVERNMENT TO BE FORMED
AFTER IRAQI ELECTION, APRIL 30.

March 18, 2014

Iémani/Erbil: The formation of the new Kurdish government will be
delayed after April 30, when Kurdistan province and Iraqi
Parliament elections are due to take place. According to Change
(Gorran) Member of Parliament Omar Enayat, the movement has sug-
gested to the ruling Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) that it is willing
to give up an Interior Ministry post in return for one of the posts of

Peshmarga Minister, Natural Resource Minister, or the head of KRG
Security Council. But KDP has not yet responded to Gorran. According
to a source inside KDP, the ruling party has paused talks on govern-
ment formation, likely until after Iragi and Kurdistan province elections
conclude. The same source revealed that KDP is willing to put the
Natural Resources post on the negotiation table. “Gorran has the right
to choose any ministry post it wants after KDP, because we came
second in the last election,” said Enayat. His party believes govern-
ment formation talks should be integrated with election process.
Enayat also thinks the main factor behind the delayed formation of a
new government is due to the KDP not wanting to give less power to
longtime regional ally PUK, even though that party came third in the
last election, after KDP and Gorran. basnews.com

IRAQ OWES $12 BILLION TO KURDISTAN
MINISTRY OF PESHMERGA

March 19, 2014

Baghdad: An Iragi MP has announced that the Iragi Government
owes 14 trillion 1QD ($12 billion) to the Kurdistan Regional
Government (KRG) for arms and military equipment. The funds were
promised to the KRG Ministry of Peshmerga eight years ago and are
yet to be delivered. MP Najiba Najib, from the Kurdistan Coalition List,
said that, “according to the Iraqi Constitution, the federal government
must deliver all military necessities to the KRG Peshmerga Ministry.”
The Iragi MP explained that during a meeting of Kurdish representa-
tives in the Iragi Parliament with Kurdistan President Masoud Barzani
earlier this week, it was agreed that the federal government must
arrange for the provision of the overdue funds in the 2014 Iraqi bud-
get. basnews.com

KURDISH YPG FORCES LIBERATE TEL HENZIR
FROM ISLAMIC ISIS JIHADISTS

March 19, 2014

Serekaniye: The Kurdish YPG Press Centre has announced that a
retaliatory operation has been carried out on the village of Tel
Henzir, 25 kilometres to the west of Serekaniye (Ras al-Ayn), which is
an important base used by Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) jihadists
linked to al-Qaeda terrorist organization. According to a statement on
the official YPG website, the operation was launched in support of the
resistance in Kobane, targeting three centres in the village, resulting in
the liberation of the villages of Tel Henzir, Tel Xezal Mico, Ferisa
Serabiyan, Ferisa Sofiyan, Ferisa Diso, Tel Bogan and Tel Meha. 32
Islamists were killed and large quantities of armaments were captured
during the operation. The YPG press centre has issued a statement
confirming that the village of Tell Henzir had been entirely cleansed of
ISIS elements. firatnews.com

THOUSANDS OF IRANIAN TOURISTS ENTER
IRAQ'S KURDISTAN REGION FOR NEWROZ

CELEBRATIONS
March 20, 2014

Due to the Kurdish New Year-Newroz celebration, thousands of tou-
rists from Iran have entered the Iragi Kurdistan Region through the
international border crossing at Haji Omaran. The number of tourists is
expected to increase further within the days of Newroz. The head of
Haji Omaran border crossing, Massoud Bateli, said that only in the last
six days, more than 33,000 tourists have arrived and departed through
Haji Omaran. Sixteen thousand of them have gone to Iran, while
17,000 Iranian tourists have entered the Kurdistan Region. “On a daily
basis, three thousand tourists from Iran have entered the region to
celebrate Nawroz and enjoy their time in the Kurdistan Region,” said
Bateli. He also noted that in comparison to last year’s Newroz, the
number of arrivals and departures has increased by 40%, and it is
expected that the number of Iranian tourists will increase further
during the days of Newroz...basnews.com
Qaa

34




Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

BERMNEWS] 15 March 2014

Syria crisis: Kurds fight to keep out
encroaching jihadists

By Jim Muir
15 March 2014 / Hassakeh province,
north-eastern Syria

http://www.bbc.com

he Islamic State in Iraq and the

Levant (ISIS) came to Tal Maarouf in
the early hours of the morning, a sur-
prise attack that took the lightly guarded
village by surprise.

"They came to our house, and kicked in the
door," said a woman who was among a
small group of villagers taken away. She
did not want to be named.

"We were terrified," she added. "It was dark,
and the children were crying and screa-
ming. They pointed their guns at us and
said: 'Get moving, and if you talk to the
kids in Kurdish, we'll shoot you." We shut
up and walked."

They were taken to a nearby village, Tal
Hamis, which is still under the control of
ISIS, a jihadist rebel group whose practices
are so extreme that it has even been disa-
vowed by al-Qaeda.

The women were questioned and later
released with the children. Some of the
men are still being held.

TRAIL OF DESTRUCTION

ISIS occupied Tal Maarouf for less than 24
hours.

The Popular Protection Units (YPG) - the
mainly Kurdish militia that controls this
"canton”, known as al-Jazira, along the
Turkish and Iraqi borders in remote north-
eastern Syria - rallied for a counter-attack,
and the ISIS fighters pulled out.

They left behind an extraordinary trail of
devastation in a village now virtually deser-
ted except for chickens, cats, stray dogs
and YPG fighters.

Any building associated with the YPG was

% The regime
is one thing, and
the state is anoth-
er... You can be at
odds with the
regime and want
to change it, but
not the geogra-
phy of Syria ®
Aldar Khalil

Democratic Union
Party (PYD)

Kurdish and rebel fighters have fought
over control of several towns in
northern Syria

ransacked and torched.

But by far the greatest damage was done to
the village's two mosques, which were sys-
tematically demolished - not the collateral
damage of war, but deliberate destruction.

There was even a pile of ashes and charred
pages where a collection of Korans had
been burnt, the verses of some of its
Surahs still clearly identifiable on the deli-
cately carbonised leaves.

For most Muslims, these would be the ulti-
mate acts of desecration because they
consider the Koran the sacred word of God.

But the mosques and the adjacent seminary
and residences, which were also torched,
belonged to the Nagshabandis, members
of a liberal Sufi sect of Sunni Islam who
would be regarded as heretics by hardline
fundamentalists such as ISIS.

That, presumably, would also explain the
burning of the Korans, on the grounds that
they had been contaminated and defiled by
being handled by such "heretics".

The most recent eminence of the sect,
Sheikh Mohammed Mashouq al-Khaznawi,
was abducted and killed, allegedly by the
Syrian government, in 2005.

He had famously said: "I am Kurdish first,
and Muslim second."

FOREIGN FIGHTERS

But the struggle here is not simply one bet-
ween Syrian Kurds and Arabs.

At a cemetery in a muddy field near the vil-
lage of Ain al-Khadra, we attended the
highly emotional funeral of Tahsin al-
Mushawwa, from the big Arab tribe of al-
Tayy.

Although an Arab, he was a fighter - going
by the nom de guerre Zagros - with the
mainly-Kurdish YPG. He was fatally woun-
ded when a suicide bomber from ISIS blew
himself up near a YPG checkpoint.

Thousands of Kurds flocked to the ceme-
tery and joined his Arab relatives weeping
and grieving for the young man.

"We have no problems among ourselves,"
said Tahsin's angry cousin Jamal al-
Kharouf.

"The trouble is these terrorist takfiri gangs
sent by Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Turkey," he
added, referring to extremists who believe
Muslim society has reverted to a state of
non-belief, legitimising attacks on other
Muslims.

"And behind them, the West is sending us
their terrorists, the scum of Europe. They
grow beards, but they have nothing to do
with Islam. What kind of Muslim would des-
troy a mosque and desecrate the grave of a
sheikh who taught generations of stu-
dents?"

ISIS itself said that two of its fighters killed
at Tal Maarouf were from the United Arab
Emirates.

We were given access to a jail where the
mainly Kurdish security force, Asayesh, is

The cemetery at Ain al-Khadra is filled
with the graves of those killed in the
clashes with Islamist militants

holding Islamist rebel prisoners we were
told had been captured by the YPG during
clashes, or intercepted on failed suicide- or
car-bombing operations.

The handful of prisoners paraded for us
were all said to be Syrians, both Arabs and
Kurds, though we were not allowed to
speak to them.

But we were shown the passports and iden-
tity papers that the YPG said were found on
the bodies of nine fighters from ISIS or the
al-Nusra Front - the only official al-Qaeda
affiliate in Syria - killed in recent clashes.

They were three Turks, three Iragis, and
one each from Tunisia, Libya and Bahrain.
Stamps on their passports showed that the
Arabs had transited through Turkey.

A separate register bearing the insignia of
al-Nusra logged the details of another 35
fighters, many of them clearly from outside
Syria.

DRIVEN OUT

Another nearby village, Gerhok, was occu-
pied by al-Nusra's Eagle Brigade for -
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Although the village - lying close to the oil-
fields at Rumaylan - has an Arab majority,
the entire population fled and only retur-
ned after the YPG had driven out al-Nusra.

"Al-Nusra was interested in the oil," said Ali
al-Salih, head of the local farmers' associa-
tion.

"Now that they've gone, things are stable
and we can enjoy our homes again. But the
oil is still a problem - there's a kind of anar-
chy."

"Gangs fight over it at night, and people are
refining it by hand at the roadside. It's rui-
ning our crops and our health, and we're
getting nothing out of it."

Hospital officials say the most common ail-
ment in the area now is pulmonary pro-
blems caused by the pollution from hun-
dreds of primitive mini-refineries pumping
acrid black smoke into the air.

"Even so, there's no way we would want al-
Nusra or the other terrorist groups back,"
Mr Salih added.

"Now, | can receive you as my guest. If they
were around, you wouldn't last five
minutes. They'd probably kill you in my
house."

Officials of the YPG militia and its political
affiliate, the Democratic Union Party (PYD),
say they have lost more than 500 fighters
repelling ISIS, al-Nusra and allied Islamist
groups.

"We may have political differences with the
rest of the Syrian opposition, but our basic
problem is with the groups like ISIS and al-
Nusra, which are linked to al-Qaeda," said
Aldar Khalil, a senior PYD figure.

The Asayesh Kurdish police force oper-
ate openly in areas where state security
personnel are also stationed

"They are trying to penetrate here and
make Syria a centre and base for them-
selves, so we have to confront them and
fight them."

"It seems ISIS have taken a strategic deci-
sion to make war on us, and not just us -
they want to control the area, and they'll
fight any force that stands in their way."

'STILL SYRIA'

The PYD and its affiliates announced in
January the establishment of "democratic
self-administration" in the three Kurdish-
dominated cantons - al-Jazira in the north-
east, Ain al-Arab (Kobani in Kurdish) in the
central sector, and around Ifrin in the far

People have begun refining oil by hand
at the roadside near the village of
Gerhok

north-west.

Despite the move, they have denied accusa-
tions that they want to join them up and
pursue a path of autonomy verging on vir-
tual independence, as the Kurds next door
in Irag have done.

"We are part of Syria, regardless of the
ruling regime," said Mr Khalil.

"The regime is one thing, and the state is
another. You can be at odds with the
regime and want to change it, but not the
geography of Syria. These cantons remain
tied to Syria and subject to the central
state.”

That ambivalence, which has drawn accusa-
tions of collusion with the regime, is evi-
dent as you move around Qamishli, the big-
gest town in the al-Jazira canton.

A huge portrait of the Syrian President
Bashar al-Assad adorns the entrance to the
busy post office. Syrian troops man posi-
tions around a base in the centre of town,
and control the nearby airport.

A statue of the president's father and pre-
decessor, Hafez al-Assad, stands untou-
ched in a busy square, one of the few to
survive the uprising around the country.

Syrian secret police officers in their trade-
mark black leather jackets saunter casually
past Kurdish Asayesh police stations.

There are many other signs of de facto co-
existence between the state and the
Kurdish forces.

That is hardly surprising. The PYD is stron-
gly linked to the Turkish rebel Kurdistan
Workers' Party (PKK). Pictures of the impri-
soned PKK leader, Abdullah Ocalan, adorn
offices throughout the Syrian Kurdish
areas.

Syria backed the PKK in the 1980s and
1990s and harboured Ocalan until a
Turkish military mobilisation forced
Damascus to expel him in 1998, enabling
his subsequent capture and detention in
Kenya the next year. So ties between the
regime and the PKK and its affiliates go
back a long way.

COLLUDING WITH AL-QAEDA?

It is taken as axiomatic among many resi-
dents of the Kurdish-majority cantons that
there must be invisible high-level co-ordi-
nation between the regime and the PYD,
even if at the grassroots nothing is known.

But there is another, contradictory yet

widely held, perception: that the regime is
also in cahoots with ISIS and other Islamist
groups that the Kurds are fighting.

Again, the roots of alleged regime compli-
city with radical Islamist networks go back
10 years to the war in Iragq, when Damascus

% The regime
seems to have a
hand in every-
thing, and we
don't know who is
friend or foe ®

Kurdish resident of al-
Jazira canton

was bitterly accused by Iraqi officials, the
Americans and others, of facilitating and
encouraging jihadists to cross the border
to join the insurgency.

Now, Kurds and others point to circumstan-
tial evidence of collusion between the

The YPG presented a collection of the
foreign passports it said had been found
on the bodies of ISIS fighters

government and the jihadists.

There are many stories of government
forces refraining from bombarding ISIS
positions, but targeting them if other rebel
groups take them over.

"The regime seems to have a hand in every-
thing, and we don't know who is friend or
foe," said one puzzled Kurd.

The "self-administration” announced by the
PYD and its allies remains largely theoreti-
cal or vestigial for the moment.

Throughout the al-Jazira canton, teachers,
hospital staff, municipal workers and
others continue to be paid by the Syrian
state, and official paperwork has to be
done through government offices in the
provincial capital, Hassakeh.

The course that the PYD is charting is not
universally approved in the cantons, and is
strongly criticised by rival political factions
which accuse it of imposing itself through
the guns of the YPG.

Although sounding public opinion is diffi-
cult, many Kurds seem to agree that the
Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP), which
predominates in neighbouring northern
Iraqi Kurdistan, is more popular than the
PYD despite the latter's control on the
ground in Syria @
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Assad et Al Qaida, les deux ennemis
des révolutionnaires syriens

par Samia Nakhoul (Reuters)

ILIS, FRONTIERE TURCO-SYRIENNE

- Les réfugiés syriens de Kilis, en
Turquie, ont été ravis d'apprendre qu'Azaz,
leur ville située de l'autre coté de la frontiere,
avait été libérée - non pas de l'emprise des
forces gouvernementales mais du joug des
miliciens d'Al Qaida qui les soumettaient a un
régime de terreur.

Pour ceux qui se sont soulevés il y a trois
ans contre Bachar al Assad, vivre sous la
coupe des djihadistes sunnites les plus radi-
caux, ceux de I'Etat islamique en Irak et au
Levant (EIIL), était peut-étre encore pire que
de subir la loi d'Assad.

Apres trois ans de conflit et 140.000
morts, le sentiment dominant parmi les
opposants a l'étranger est que la guerre de
Syrie a désormais un double objectif: battre
les djihadistes est devenu aussi important
que se débarrasser d'Assad.

Tres schématiquement, le gouvernement
d'Assad contréle la majeure partie du terri-
toire situé entre Damas et la c6te méditerra-
néenne. Plus au nord, les rebelles sunnites
modérés tiennent les zones proches de la
frontiere turque tandis que les kurdes ont
formé a l'est un gouvernement autonome
similaire a celui du Kurdistan irakien.

L'EIIL, lui, tient une longue bande de ter-
ritoire le long de I'Euphrate, qui lui permet
de faire la jonction avec Al Qaida en Irak. Sa
priorité affichée, comme le confirme a
Reuters un de ses combattants, est d'établir
un califat au Moyen-Orient et aux portes de
'Europe, plutdt que de lutter contre Bachar
al Assad.

"ILS ONT DEFIGURE LA RELIGION"

Abdallah Khalil, un militant de 25 ans
rencontré a Kilis, étudiant en loi coranique,
se souvient de sa joie lorsque les forces loya-
listes ont été défaites a Azaz en 2011.

"La vie était OK puis ces djihadistes ont
commencé a arriver. Ils ont établi un camp
d'entrainement militaire, dirigé par un djiha-
diste venu d'Egypte, du nom d'Abou Obeida
al Mouhajer. D'abord il nous a dit qu'il était
interdit d'applaudir ou de chanter dans les
manifestations, puis ils ont tué le mentor de
la révolution, cheikh Youssef, un musulman
modéré."

"IIs nous ont dit: 'Vous étes des infideles
attirés par le péché, vous ne voulez pas
appliquer la charia'," poursuit Khalil avant
d'ajouter: "L'islam est fortement présent en
Syrie mais pas ce genre d'islam. Ils ont défi-
guré la religion et la révolution."

Les qaédistes en Syrie se divisent en
deux groupes antagonistes, I'EIIL dirigé par
ITrakien Abou Bakr al Baghdadi, et le Front
al Nosra, dirigé par Abou Mohamed al
Golani et soutenu officiellement par la direc-
tion d'Al Qaida.

Membres de 1'Armée syrienne libre a
Azaz, ville proche de la frontiére
turque, apres le départ des miliciens de
I'Etat islamique en Irak et au Levant
(EIIL). Les habitants de cette ville,
réfugiés de l'autre coté de la frontiére a
Kilis, en Turquie, ont été ravis d'ap-
prendre qu'Azaz avait été libérée - non
pas de I'emprise des forces gouverne-
mentales mais du joug des miliciens
d'Al Qaida qui les soumettaient a un
régime de terreur. /Photo prise le 11
mars 2014/REUTERS/Hamid Khatib

Malgré la difficulté de recueillir avec pré-
cision des informations sur la présence d'Al
Qaida en Syrie, un expert estime ses effectifs
a 25.000 combattants, dont 10.000 étrangers,
parmi lesquels 2.000 venus d'Europe.

A Azaz, les combattants syriens sont au
départ restés fideles a Nosra mais I'EIIL a
pris ensuite le controle de la ville et y a
imposé ses regles.

"[ls sont allés dans une maternelle pour
séparer les filles des gargons”, se souvient
Mahmoud Osman, 27 ans, un militant origi-
naire d'Alep.

"TIs ont commencé a aller dans les écoles
pour vérifier que les filles portaient le tcha-
dor noir qui recouvre le corps de la téte aux
pieds et ont commencé & demander aux filles
de se marier avec eux. Les parents ont arrété
d'envoyer leurs filles a I'école.”

"CHAQUE JOUR, JE SOUHAITAIS MOURIR"

L'EIIL a interdit le tabac, la musique, les
rapprochements entre hommes et femmes en
public. Les chrétiens ont été contraints de
payer des taxes pour leur protection, des
combattants de I'Armée syrienne libre (ASL)
ont été exécutés en place publique.

"On avait entendu parler d'eux ou on les
avait vus sur des vidéos, mais 13, on les
voyait en vrai", ajoute Osman.

Ce n'est que lorsque les imams locaux
ont jugé légitime de combattre 1'EIIL, préci-
sent les réfugiés d'Azaz, que le groupe s'est

replié vers son bastion de Rakka dans I'Est.

Pendant qu'il tenait la ville, celle-ci était
préservée des bombardements des forces
loyalistes, qui ont repris des que I'EIIL est
parti, preuve selon les habitants qu'Assad
cherche a favoriser les plus radicaux des
opposants afin de mieux présenter la guerre
comme une bataille contre le "terrorisme".

Khaled Ibrahim, 30 ans, venu de Rakka,
publicitaire avant la guerre, raconte que dans
ce fief de I'EIIL, des exécutions ont lieu tous
les vendredis: elles visent des militants, des
membres de I'ASL, des voleurs ou pillards.
Quiconque travaille pour une ONG ou un
média est considéré comme un "agent des
infideles".

Abou Thaer, un étudiant en sciences
informatiques agé de 25 ans, a été capturé
par I'EIIL avec des combattants de I'ASL et
des employés d'ONG. "Chaque jour qui pas-
sait, je souhaitais mourir", dit-il. "Ils venaient
dans notre cellule avec un sabre, ils nous
disaient: 'vous étes des infideles, on va vous
égorger.' Ils ont commencé a torturer des
combattants de I'ASL. Un jour, ils coupaient
un doigt, un autre ils coupaient un bout
d'oreille et la laissaient saigner."

"TOUT APOSTAT DOIT ETRE DECAPITE"

Abou Alaa, lui, a combattu dans les
rangs de 1'EIIL. Agé de 25 ans, cet ancien
membre de 1'ASL s'est battu pendant six
mois avec les qaédistes avant de faire défec-
tion. "Ils torturaient leurs prisonniers, ils en
ont liquidé beaucoup sous prétexte qu'ils
étaient alliés avec les Occidentaux.”

Abou Khaled, un ancien soldat syrien
désormais officier de I'EIIL, ne cherche pas a
contredire ces témoignages.

Joint par Skype dans le nord de la Syrie,
il évoque un réseau de contacts a I'étranger,
en France et en Grande-Bretagne notam-
ment, opérant via les mosquées ou les
réseaux sociaux.

On n'a pas de problemes pour recruter
des combattants. On regoit des djihadistes du
monde entier, de Tchétchénie, d'ITrak,
d'Afghanistan, d'Arabie saoudite, de Libye,
du Koweit, de Jordanie, d'Egypte, du Yémen,
de Turquie, de Grande-Bretagne et de
France. L'EIIL a environ 6.000 combattants"”,
dit-il.

Les rangs de 1'EIIL ont été renforcés par
l'évasion de 500 djihadistes de la prison ira-
kienne d'Abou Ghraib, de 700 autres de celle
de Sednaia, pres de Damas.

"L'objectif de I'EIIL est de mettre en place
un califat qui attirera les musulmans du
monde entier. Notre but est de combattre les
infideles, que ce soit Bachar al Assad ou
I'Armée syrienne libre", poursuit Abou
Khaled.

"Tout apostat doit étre décapité et les
femmes doivent respecter la charia." O
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COMMENTAIRE
Saleh Muslim MUHAMMAD
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a guerre civile qui ravage la Syrie est

née d'une aspiration de sa population
pour un changement politique. Mais la
guerre n'est pas inévitable : depuis le
début des manifestations contre le
régime du président Bachar el-Assad en
2011 - et depuis bien longtemps avant -,
un groupe de Syriens, la communauté
kurde, a constamment ceuvré en faveur
d'un changement pacifique et du respect
des droits de chacun.

Pour les Kurdes de Syrie, la lutte contre
la dictature baassiste de la famille
Assad, qui pése sur le pays depuis plus
de quarante ans, est devenue partic-
ulierement dure apres 2004, date du
meurtre de dizaines de manifestants
non armés dans la ville de Qamishli, au
nord-est de la Syrie. Cet événement fut
I'étincelle qui déclencha la revendication
de réformes démocratiques. A cet égard,
nous avons été encouragés par le fait
que les Kurdes irakiens avaient pu
établir une autonomie politique dans le
nord du pays, ouvrant ainsi la voie a 1'in-
stauration d'une démocratie dynamique.

Lorsque le mouvement de contestation
s'est étendu a l'ensemble de la Syrie en
2011, les Kurdes étaient au premier
rang. Malheureusement, des combat-
tants issus du monde arabe et de
I'ensemble des rangs musulmans se sont
joints a la mélée, certains soutenant le
régime, d'autres l'opposition. Pour les
Kurdes, 1'élargissement du conflit a sig-
nifié, d'une part, combattre une dic-
tature brutale, de I'autre, étre confrontés
a des militants d'el-Qaéda révant
d'établir un émirat islamiste au Moyen-
Orient.

Les Kurdes n'ont jamais cherché a faire
aboutir des objectifs démocratiques
en ayant recours a la violence. Nous ne
voulons en rien faire partie d'une révolu-
tion qui massacre des enfants, chasse les
familles de leur foyer et plonge des mil-
lions de personnes dans le dénuement le
plus extréme. Nous avons pris les armes
uniquement pour protéger nos familles
et nos biens d'une menace islamiste
extréme et immédiate qui ne tolérait
aucune contestation.

Nous avons été pris pour cibles par les
islamistes radicaux parce que notre
peuple a en général un point de vue laic
sur les questions politiques et sociales
et que les femmes, par exemple, jouent
un role de premier plan, que ce soit
dans la spheére publique ou profession-
nellement. Les islamistes nous détes-
tent également parce que nous deman-

- Lhhes Kurdes : un espoir

pour la Syrie

dons l'autodétermination alors qu'ils
souhaitent mettre en place un émirat
amorphe qui regroupe tous les musul-
mans sans tenir compte des différences
historiques et culturelles. En fait, leur
but est de réprimer, voire supprimer,
ces différences.

Tout en nous défendant, nous avons
également établi notre propre gou-
vernement dans les régions kurdes de
Syrie, les seuls endroits ou régnent
encore l'ordre et la démocratie. Les rues
de Qamishli, d'Amuda et de Malikiyya
sont calmes et stres. Les gangs armés
qui patrouillent a leur guise dans les
villes contrélées par les rebelles comme
Alep n'existent pas dans les zones
kurdes. Lorsque les habitants vont au
marché, ils n'ont pas peur d'étre tués ou
kidnappés, quelle que soit leur apparte-
nance ethnique ou religieuse. Les Kurdes
sont depuis longtemps fiers de leur tolé-
rance. Les chrétiens ayant fui les zones
controlées par l'opposition vivent en
paix et avec les mémes droits que tous
dans les régions kurdes. En fait, ces
régions sont devenues des havres de
paix pour tous les groupes ethniques et
religieux fuyant les combats.

Nous savons également que la violence
ne résoudra pas le conflit. C'est la raison
pour laquelle les représentants poli-
tiques kurdes de Syrie sont favorables a
une solution négociée et sont préts a
s'asseoir a la table des négociations avec
toutes les parties - régime ou opposition
- prétes a trouver un accord de paix.
D'autres factions rebelles demandent le
départ d'Assad, contrairement aux
Kurdes qui n'en font pas une condition
préalable.

Nous ne recherchons méme pas la créa-
tion d'un Etat kurde indépendant -
seulement la garantie que les droits des

Kurdes seront respectés dans une Syrie
unie. La centralisation du pouvoir a con-
duit a la suppression de la diversité du
pays et a des abus révoltants. Notre prin-
cipal objectif est de mettre fin a la persé-
cution et a la discrimination, notamment
I'interdiction de la langue kurde et de
I'exercice de certaines professions, et
nous pensons que cet objectif a les
meilleures chances de se concrétiser par
le biais d'un systéme politique décentral-
isé qui délegue le pouvoir aux provinces.

Pourtant, malgré ses déclarations réité-
rées en faveur de la démocratie, la
communauté internationale est restée
sourde a nos appels. Les FEtats-Unis,
['Union européenne et d'autres gouver-
nements occidentaux refusent de négo-
cier avec nous alors méme que les pays
voisins, I'Irak et la Turquie, 1'ont fait de
leur plein gré. Les nouvelles réalités géo-
politiques de la région appellent de nou-
veaux arrangements politiques.

Les Kurdes de Syrie sont préts a constru-
ire un pays plus démocratique. Mais
nous avons besoin du soutien et de l'ex-
pertise des pays occidentaux pour con-
solider la société libre a laquelle chacun
aspire. En nous ignorant, les gouverne-
ments occidentaux négligent les valeurs
laiques et démocratiques qu'ils préten-
dent défendre. Pire, notre fragile démoc-
ratie risque d'étre la proie des
extrémistes qui représentent un danger
mortel non seulement pour la Syrie, mais
pour l'ensemble du Moyen-Orient et du
monde en général. ¢

Project Syndicate, 2014.

*Saleh Muslim Muhammad est le
président du Parti de I'union
démocratique de Syrie.
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Irak: les Kurdes proposent d'exporter
100.000 b/j via les oléoducs de Bagdad

BAGDAD, 20 mars 2014 (AFP)

LA PROVINCE autonome du Kurdistan irakien s'est engagée jeudi a
exporter 100.000 barils de pétrole par jour a travers les oléoducs con-
trolés par le gouvernement central pour tenter de résoudre I'impasse
avec Bagdad.

Les autorités kurdes et le gouvernement irakien se livrent depuis plusieurs
mois a une bataille sur le contrble des exportations de brut: Bagdad estime
que le pétrole appartient au pays tout entier, tandis qu'Erbil veut traiter directe-
ment avec des compagnies pétrolieres.

"Dans un geste de bonne volonté, le gouvernement régional du Kurdistan
(GRK) a proposé de contribuer aux exportations de pétrole irakien par oléo-
duc afin de donner aux négociations (entre Bagdad et Erbil) les meilleures
chances de succés", a annoncé cette autorité régionale dans un communiqué
publié sur son site internet.

"La contribution du GRK aux exportations de pétrole sera de 100.000 barils
par jour" & partir d'avril, et ce "tant que les négociations avancent dans la
bonne direction”, a ajouté le communiqué.

En 2013, Irak a produit en moyenne 3 millions de barils par jour, selon
I'Agence internationale de I'Energie (AIE), dont I'Etat a tiré 95% de ses
revenus.

En janvier, le gouvernement irakien avait menacé de boycotter les entrepris-
es turques et d'annuler des contrats si du pétrole kurde était exporté a I'é-
tranger via la Turquie sans son aval, aprés I'annonce d'un début d'achemine-
ment de brut du Kurdistan irakien vers ce pays.

Un projet de contrat entre Ankara et le Kurdistan irakien prévoit la construc-
tion d'un nouvel oléoduc d'une capacité de 300.000 barils par jour. Mais pour
linstant, le pétrole acheminé vers la Turquie n'a pas été vendu sur les

marchés internationaux.

Et pour accentuer la pression, Bagdad a nettement diminué les fonds
fédéraux a destination du Kurdistan, ou certains fonctionnaires n'ont pas pu
étre payés dans les temps.

Les deux parties semblent cependant s'accorder sur les grandes lignes d'un
accord permanent, selon un haut responsable américain s'exprimant sous le
couvert de I'anonymat.

Un tel accord nécessiterait la mise en place d'une commission chargée de
réguler le secteur des hydrocarbures et composée de représentants du min-
istére du Pétrole, du Kurdistan et d'autres régions productrices, ainsi qu'une
automatisation des paiements de Bagdad a Erbil, selon le responsable améri-
cain.

En retour, Bagdad veut des garanties que les exportations kurdes vont con-
tinuer a alimenter le budget fédéral a hauteur de leur capacité technique,
"sans interférences politiques”, ce qui devrait étre particulierement "délicat", a-
t-il ajouté.

"Cela reste extrémement, extrémement difficile. Le paysage politique est tres
tendu alors que les élections (Iégislatives du 30 avril) approchent (...) et que
le pays fait face a d'autres défis", a insisté le responsable américain.

Outre le différent sur le pétrole, un conflit territorial oppose le gouvernement
central au Kurdistan irakien, qui jouit d'une importante autonomie et dispose
de ses propres forces de sécurité, gouvernement et drapeau.

Selon des diplomates et des responsables, le conflit entre Bagdad et Erbil
représente a long terme la menace la plus importante pour la stabilité de I'rak,
un pays pourtant déja plongé dans une nouvelle vague de violences ayant fait
au moins 2.000 morts cefte année.®

Turquie: un an aprés le cessez-le-feu, Ocalan
veut relancer le processus de paix kurde

DIYARBAKIR (Turquie), 21 mars 2014 (AFP)

LE CHEF REBELLE KURDE emprisonné Abdullah Ocalan a plaidé ven-
dredi, a I'occasion du Nouvel an kurde, pour une relance des discus-
sions de paix avec Ankara, un an aprés le cessez-le-feu décrété par le
Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK).

"Le processus de dialogue est important mais il n'a toujours pas réussi a per-
mettre un accord. C'est la raison pour laquelle il n'existe toujours pas de
garantie d'une paix durable (...) en I'état actuel des choses, un cadre légal est
devenu inévitable pour le processus de paix", a déclaré M. Ocalan dans un
message lu devant plus de 200.000 personnes rassemblées a Diyarbakir
(sud-est).

"Le processus de dialogue qui continue aujourd'hui était important. Il a permis
aux deux parties d'éprouver leur bonne volonté et leur aptitude. Les deux par-
ties ont réussi cette épreuve avec détermination, méme si le gouvernement a
cherché a gagner du temps", a poursuivi le chef historique du PKK.

Il'y a un an exactement, dans un message Iu a Diyarbakir, M. Ocalan avait
annoncé un cessez-le-feu unilatéral de son mouvement, aprés plusieurs mois
de négociations secrétes avec le chef des services de renseignement turcs
(MIT).

Mais le processus de paix s'est enlisé en septembre lorsque les rebelles kur-
des ont annoncé une suspension du retrait de leurs combattants du territoire
turc vers leurs bases situées dans le nord de I'lrak, accusant Ankara de n'avoir
pas mis en oeuvre les réformes promises.

Malgré ce blocage et ses critiques, Abdullah Ocalan a réaffirmé vendredi son
engagement a faire la paix avec le gouvernement turc.

"La paix est plus difficile que la guerre, mais dans chaque guerre il y a la paix”,
a-t-il dit dans son message, lu par le député kurde Sirri Sureyya Onder. "Nous

n'avions pas peur en résistant, nous n'aurons pas peur non plus en faisant la
paix", a-t-il ajouté.

"Nous sommes satisfaits que plus aucun policier ni aucun combattant ne
meurt", s'est pour sa part réjoui I'actuel maire de Diyarbakir, Osman Baydemir,
"l'espére que personne ne laissera plus des freres (Turcs et Kurdes) se battre
en Turquie".

Comme I'an dernier, plus de 200.000 personnes se sont rassemblées dans la
grande métropole kurde du sud-est de la Turquie pour écouter le message de
M. Ocalan. "Longue vie & Apo (le surnom du chef du PKK)", "Nous ne serions
pas en vie sans Apo", proclamaient certaines de leurs banderoles.

Mais le processus de paix s'est enlisé en septembre lorsque les rebelles kur-
des ont annoncé une suspension du retrait de leurs combattants du territoire
turc vers leurs bases situées dans le nord de I'lrak, accusant Ankara de n'avoir
pas mis en oeuvre les réformes promises.

En décembre, le gouvernement islamo-conservateur du Premier ministre
Recep Tayyip Erdogan a fait voter une série de réformes destinées a renforcer
les droits des minorités, autorisant notamment I'éducation en kurde dans les
écoles privées.

Mais les Kurdes estiment ces réformes insuffisantes et exigent notamment la
libération des prisonniers kurdes, dont M. Ocalan, et des militants politiques,
ainsi que le droit & I'enseignement en langue kurde dans les établissements
publics et I'abaissement du seuil de 10% des voix nécessaires pour entrer au
parlement.

Arrété en 1999 au Kenya, M. Ocalan a été condamné a la peine de mort mais
sa peine a été commuée en détention a perpétuité a l'abolition de la peine
capitale en Turquie.®
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Iraqi Kurds fear
fallout from
Erdogan-Gulen
conflict

Some Iraqi Kurds are worried that the potential
fall of Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip
Erdogan might result in a reversal of good rela-
tions between Erbil and Ankara.

Wiladimir van Wilgenburg
March 17, 2014
http://www.al-monitor.com

RBIL, Iraq — The Kurdistan Regional Government of Irag (KRG)

has had a blossoming political and economic relationship with
Turkey since 2009. After the Arab Spring, KRG President Massoud
Barzani became one of the few friends Turkey has left in the region.
With rising internal problems in Turkey amid upcoming elections,
Iraqi Kurds wonder about the future of Turkey’s Prime Minister Recep
Tayyip Erdogan.

The open war between former allies — Erdogan’s Justice and
Development Party (AKP) and the Fethullah Gulen community — is
also affecting the Kurdistan region. The Gulen community operates
18 schools in Iragi Kurdistan with approximately 5,000 students,
many coming from the Kurdish elites.

Pro-AKP media accused the Gulen movement of running spying cen-
ters in Iragi Kurdistan that tapped the phones of pro-AKP Turkish
businessmen who insulted Kurds while signing business deals with
the KRG for $1 billion, according to Peace and Democracy Party
(BDP) MP Altan Tan in the Turkish parliament. “And Massoud
Barzani, if you let these two ignoble people to win those contracts,
shame on Kurdistan and shame on you!” he said.

The KRG quickly denied the existence of Gulen spying cells in
Kurdistan and denied reports by Gulen media that Erdogan asked
KRG Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzani to close their schools. “We
haven't received such a request,” said Falah Mustafa Bakir, KRG’s
foreign minister, to Al-Monitor.

Relations between the Erdogan government and the KRG have
improved dramatically in recent years. “In the past, our relationship
with Turkey was not official. Before it was with the [Turkish] intelli-
gence service or the military. But now it’s officially on a political and
an economic level,” Jafaar Eminki, spokesman for Barzani’s
Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP), told Al-Monitor.

In 2009, Turkey’s Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu paid the first offi-
cial visit to Erbil, with the Turks opening a consulate in the city. Now,
almost half of registered foreign companies in Iraqgi Kurdistan are
from Turkey.

nergy-poor Turkey wants to benefit from Iraqi Kurdistan’s proxi-

mity to Turkish borders and make itself less dependent on Iranian
and Russian gas in the future. The KRG began piping oil to Turkey
without the approval of Baghdad this year. But so far, the 1 million
barrels of crude being held in tanks in the oil hub of Ceyhan have yet
to be sold. “We are waiting for an agreement with Baghdad,” Bakir
said.

According to the International Crisis Group, Barzani’s party hopes
that Turkey’s thirst for oil and gas will align with their own thirst for
Kurdish statehood. The KDP wants to make the Kurdish region eco-
nomically independent from Baghdad. But not all Kurdish parties in
Iraq support this, in particular those with close ties to Iran.

“The relationship between neighboring countries has not been orga-
nized through institutions, it's a partisan relationship between the
KDP and Turkey,” said Amanj Abdullah, a member of the Kurdish

Turkey's Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan and President of
Iraqi Kurdistan Massoud Barzani (R) attend a ceremony with
Erdogan’s wife, Emine Erdogan, in Diyarbakir, Nov. 16, 2013.
(photo by REUTERS)

opposition party, Change, in Erbil to Al-Monitor.

Also, members of Jalal Talabani’s Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK)
see the relationship as too dependent on Turkey, and want a better
dialogue with Baghdad. “We have to be careful not to be misled by
Turkey, which might eventually come to terms with Baghdad and
make us lose what we already have,” Adil Murad, co-founder of the
PUK, told the Sulaimaniyah News Network.

The KDP’s spokesman Jafaar Eminki disputed that it only has ties to
the AKP, insisting it works with all Turkish parties. “We have relations
with all Turkish parties, apart from those who are nationalist and who
follow race as a basis for their negotiations.”

Both Iraqgi and Turkish Kurdish parties do not enjoy good ties with the
AKP’s rivals. The secular Republican People’s Party (CHP) has war-
med up to the Gulen movement, which opposes the peace process.
The ultranationalist Nationalist Movement Party (MHP) is vehemently
opposed to any form of Kurdish autonomy in the region. Both the
MHP and the CHP have been critical of Turkey’s ties to the KRG at
the expense of greater ties with Baghdad.

he PKK is not a fan of the Turkish ruling party, but also sees no

alternative to it. Acting PKK leader Cemil Bayik told the Turkish
newspaper Vatan that the CHP can only come to power if it takes
radical steps in the Kurdish problem and Turkey’s democratization.
“In its present state, it is far from coming to power or solving the
power problem. Can the MHP solve the power problem? It is clearly
far from that.”

But former Turkish ambassador to Irag, Murat Ozcelik, said that
although certain parties criticize KRG-Turkey relations, this would not
change Turkey’s foreign policy toward the KRG even if the govern-
ment changed.

“This policy of Turkey enhancing its relations with the KRG will not
change. It’s irreversible. And mind you, don’t get discouraged by the
coming debates in Turkey. We are now in an election period,” he said
in a conference in Sulaimaniyah on March 5, attended by Al-
Monitor’s Turkey Pulse.

The KDP is still confident the AKP will win the elections despite cor-
ruption allegations against the ruling party. Some observers in Erbil
believe the graft probe hasn’t had a major impact on public support
for the AKP.

“According to some friends and new polls, the AKP is not going to
lose,” Hemin Hawrami, the head of the KDP’s foreign relations, told
Al-Monitor.

On March 15, Davutoglu and Nechirvan Barzani announced plans to
build a new bridge between Turkey and the KRG and open five more
border gates, further testimony to the growing relationship.

“We hope we will have the same relationship with whatever party
comes to power,” Eminki said. ¢

Wiadimir van Wilgenburg is a columnist for Al-Monitor and a political analyst spe-
cializing in Kurdish politics. He has written extensively for Jamestown Foundation
publications and other journals, such as the Near East Quarterly and the World
Affairs Journal. On Twitter: @vvanwilgenburg
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Baghdad money squeeze tests limits
of Iraqi Kurdistan's autonomy

ARBIL, Iraq, March 17,2014 - By Isabel Coles - (Reuters)

e Baghdad funding cuts spark salary crisis in
Kurdistan

o Budget row revolves around long-running oil
dispute

e Compromise elusive ahead of Iraq elections

o Kurdistan seeks alternative sources of finance

RIZGAR pulled one of his wife's bracelets from his pocket and
laid it on a gold merchant's counter in Iraq's Kurdistan region at
the weekend, reluctantly selling it to cover his bills.

The electricity ministry in Kurdistan had not paid Rizgar for two
months because the Baghdad government has withheld funds to
punish the Kurds for trying to export oil via a new pipeline.

"Thave to sell it, or else I'll go into debt," said Rizgar, 39. "If my salary
doesn't come soon, I don't know what I'll do."

A day after he sold the gold bangle, his ministry was among several
that finally met the February payroll after the federal government
belatedly sent some money at the weekend, but officials in Baghdad
insist they will pay no more.

The region says it will pay its own way in March, but the financial
squeeze shows how reliant Kurdistan remains on Baghdad for a slice
of the OPEC producer's multi-billion dollar budget, so long as it can-
not export oil in large volumes itself.

Kurdish officials often hint they could file for divorce from Iraq - and
their differences with the central government in Baghdad seem more
irreconcilable than ever.

However this confrontation ends, the region is likely to push even
harder for economic independence, raising the stakes in a dangerous
game of political brinkmanship.

The funding crunch hitting the Kurdish economy, which has boo-
med since the 2003 U.S.-led Iraq war, has been felt acutely in the gold
bazaar, which serves as an informal banking system.

"If I can't sell, I can't buy," said a gold trader in the regional capital
Arbil, opening an empty cash register after turning away yet another
customer who wanted to sell.

"How can you talk about an independent state when you can't pay
your own employees?"

BLOATED PAYROLL

More than a fifth of Kurdistan's five million people are on a govern-
ment payroll that has swollen to 840 billion dinars ($722 million) a
month - 70 percent of public spending in 2013.

Formally, Baghdad is supposed to give Kurdistan 17 percent of the
national budget after sovereign expenses, flown in cash from the cen-
tral bank to Arbil, though how much is actually paid is disputed.

Now the Iraqi government says payment should be contingent on
the region exporting oil solely under state auspices, which Kurdistan
objects to.

In January, it paid 566 billion dinars, less than half last year's
monthly payments. It transferred another 548 billion for February at
the weekend.

"The equation is simple: you take 17 percent of the wealth, you hand
over the oil you have," Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki told France-24
television last week, summarising the dispute.

Political brinkmanship has in the past brought Iraqi troops face to

face with Kurdish "peshmerga" forces in the oil-rich band of territory
along their contested internal frontier.

The Kurds have strengthened their hand by signing contracts with
oil majors and building a pipeline to Turkey in defiance of Baghdad.
One million barrels of oil have already flowed along it into storage
tanks at a Turkish port, but Ankara wants Baghdad's blessing before
exports go ahead. No compromise is yet in sight.

"We've been working on this for some time and it's come a long
way," said a U.S. diplomat of the quest for a deal between Baghdad
and Arbil. "Election season makes it harder, however."

Parliamentary elections are set for April 30 and neither side wants be
seen as weak for making concessions. But with his own Shi'ite consti-
tuency divided and minority Sunnis hostile, Maliki might need
Kurdish backing to form a new government.

TRUMP CARD

"Maliki may be creating bargaining chips to play with the Kurds if he
aims to gain their support for his third term," said Ramzy Mardini, a
nonresident fellow at the Atlantic Council.

"All this is pre-election jockeying. Once the dust settles and the
government formation dynamics are under way, it will be clearer
who has the advantage.”

Ayham Kamel, director of Middle East and North Africa at political
risk consultancy Eurasia Group, said the Kurdistan government was
not without leverage, but was still dependent on funds from the cen-
tre. "Baghdad's ability to cut or curtail such financing is a trump card
in the relationship," he said.

Wrongfooted by the budget cut, the Kurds are weighing their
options. A cartoon in the Iraqi press shows a fiendish-looking
Kurdish President Masoud Barzani standing astride a dam, illustra-
ting fears the Kurds could cut off water to the rest of Iraq.

"We are still hoping Baghdad will act responsibly,” the Kurdish
Regional Government's Planning Minister Ali Sindi told Reuters.
"Definitely there are cards that the KRG can also play, but we don't
want to talk about them now."

For now, the battle is unfolding in parliament, which mustered a nar-
row quorum for the first reading of Iraq's draft 2014 budget on
Sunday, despite a boycott by Kurdish lawmakers.

If it passes, the budget will make Kurdistan's allocation conditional
on its exporting 400,000 bpd of crude via Iraq's State Oil Marketing
Organisation. Any shortfall would be deducted from the region's 17
percent entitlement.

"This is punishment," said Abdulkhaliq Rafiq, a KRG Finance
Ministry adviser, brandishing a copy of the draft budget with the
offending articles highlighted in pink.

It is not clear how much income Kurdistan generates itself, but
Planning Minister Sindi said it does not cover government salaries,
let alone other operational costs and some 2,900 investment projects
in progress.

The region is seeking ways to raise more revenue and cut spending,
as well as alternative sources of financing abroad.

"We have started looking at different finance models such as loans
and public private partnerships," said Sindi, adding that the KRG
had been in talks with foreign banks even before Baghdad slashed
the budget.

SAVING OR STEALING?

In the meanwhile, Kurdish tycoons have chipped in to help improve
liquidity. Among others, the founder of mobile operator Asiacell lent
15 billion dinars to banks in Suleimaniyah city.

Some hope the crisis will spur the KRG to change its spending = =>
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= habits and reform employment practices.

Barzani's Kurdish Democratic Party and its rival, the Patriotic Union
of Kurdistan, have dominated power since the region won autonomy
in 1991, hiring thousands of people into an increasingly bloated
public sector to tighten their grip.

Bilal Wahab, research fellow at the American University of Iraq,
Sulaimani, said the status quo was unsustainable. "Unless the KRG
diversifies its economy and employment, it could face economic
instability and public unrest".

Kurdish nationalism fuelled by past mass killings under Saddam
Hussein remains a potent rallying cry, as was evident at the reburial
this month of 93 Kurds unearthed in a mass grave in the desert in
southern Iraq last year. Most had been killed by firing squad as part
of Saddam's campaign to quell the Kurds.

"The Kurdish people did not make all these sacrifices in order to be
subjected to oppression and despotic rule once again," Barzani said

at the ceremony, declaring that the time had come to reconsider rela-
tions with Iraq.

"If the authorities in Baghdad continue to treat us in this way... we
will take a stance no one can anticipate.”

A small crowd gathered outside the Kurdish region's parliament last
week shouting "Maliki is a dictator".

But many Kurds say their own leaders are partly to blame for the
budget crisis, which has re-focused attention on opaque dealings and
corruption in Kurdistan, described as "widespread and pervasive" in
a recent U.S. State Department report.

"Where is the money? Nobody knows," said a gold trader in Arbil,
who asked not to be named. "Either they are saving it for indepen-
dence day, or they are stealing it". O

($1 = 1164.0000 Iraqi dinars)

‘ ‘ March 24, 2014

ISIS vows offensive against
‘Kobani’ Kurdish region

March 24, 2014
The Daily Star
www.dailystar.com.lb

BEIRUT: Militants from the Al-Qaeda
splinter group ISIS have announced an
offensive against the autonomous “Kobani”
Kurdish region in northern Syria along the
border with Turkey, while pressing ahead
with their gruesome series of public execu-
tions in their stronghold, the province of
Raqqa.

The Britain-based Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights said Sunday that ISIS car-
ried out the severing of a man’s hand in the
city of Raqqa, on the grounds that he was
guilty of theft.

It followed the news that ISIS militants exe-
cuted a young man accused of premeditated
murder, also in Raqqa over the weekend, by
crucifying him in a public square, shooting
him in the head, and leaving the body for
public display.

Photos of the man’s corpse quickly spread
on social media, as the group placed above
his head a small placard stating: “This
man’s crime: He killed a Muslim delibera-
tely [to take his money].”

In recent months, the ultraconservative ver-
sion of Islam espoused by ISIS has sparked
a violent reaction to its actions. Since the
beginning of the year, the group has clashed
with its Al-Qaeda rival, the Nusra Front, a
range of Islamist militias, and the mains-
tream rebel Free Syrian Army, in a half a
dozen provinces of Syria.

Meanwhile, the Kurdish PYD party has
declared three areas of self-rule across nor-
thern Syria — the Observatory said ISIS
used the occasion of Friday prayers in a
number of towns in rural Ragqga to declare

File - Once a vibrant, mixed city conside-
red a bastion of support for Assad, Raqqa
under ISIS control is now a shell of its
former self.

that it was mounting a campaign against
Kobani, the western-most region, centered
on the town of Ain Arab on the Turkish
border and stretching across both rural
Aleppo and Raqqa.

It said ISIS announced its intention to
“annex” Kobani to the territory under its
control.

The Observatory reported fierce clashes bet-
ween PYD fighters and ISIS in a number of
villages west of Tal Abyad, a town in Raqqa
province on the border with Turkey. The
fighting sent hundreds of residents fleeing
in the direction of Turkey and neighboring
areas, it added.

PYD media outlets have said around 60
ISIS militants were killed in clashes in
recent days in Tal Abyad.

Ten ISIS fighters were taken prisoner, while
Kurdish fighters also destroyed a tank used
by ISIS, the media reports said, adding that
nine Kurdish fighters were killed in the

clashes. The Observatory also reported that
a tank used by ISIS had been disabled by
the Kurdish fighters.

Some analysts have described the campaign
pitting ISIS versus the Kurdish fighters as a
virtual stalemate, as each side tries to win
the trust of wary populations in the areas it
controls — some Arab residents have prefer-
red to side with their fellow Arabs against
the Kurds, while others have preferred the
Kurds to the ultraconservative ISIS.

The Observatory said that in Hassakeh pro-
vince, the YPG, the militia affiliated with
the PYD, denied reports that its fighters had
burned the homes of residents in several vil-
lages it recently seized — the YPG invited
the media to tour the area and disprove the
claims.

The political side of the military campaigns
emerged in the middle of February, when
the YPG said it was halting its military ope-
rations because of a wave of alleged human
rights violations against Kurdish fighters.

The YPG said it wanted to avoid stoking
tensions between Kurds and Arabs, which
were heightened when the Kurdish fighters
seized the town of Tal Brak in Hassakeh
province from ISIS last month.

It said it killed 30 ISIS members and took
40 others prisoner, but was accused of swee-
ping up innocents in the campaign.

Separately, the Observatory said that a see-
mingly trivial act was partly responsible for
a massacre by ISIS militants of 25 people,
among them 14 rebel fighters and two
minors, earlier this month in the Shuyukh
region of rural Aleppo.

It said that among the dead, according to

Kurdish sources, were members of a family
who opened up water supplies for the town
of Ain Arab, contrary to the instructions of
ISIS, which had severed the water supplies.
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Ex-Kurdish MP in Iran: Rouhani’s
Promises Remain Unfulfilled

By FUAD HAQIQI
rudaw.net

RBIL, Kurdistan Region -

Iranian  President ~ Hassan
Rouhani has failed to honor campaign
promises of granting greater minority
rights and his appointee for minority
affairs lacks authority, charged a for-
mer Kurdish MP in the Iranian parlia-
ment.

“Rouhani has not delivered his
election promises yet,” declared
Mohammad Mohammad Rezaee,
ex-MP from the city of Bijar in
Iran’s Kurdistan province.

Rezaee also criticized activists
in Iran’s Kurdish regions for losing
the post of governor in Sanandaj
(Sina in Kurdish) due to disagree-
ments.

Before his election in June,
Rouhani had promised a 10-point
program that included improve-
ments in the rights of religious and
ethnic minorities, including the
Kurds. He had also pledged to
appoint a deputy for minority

affairs, but after election named Ali
Younesi as an “‘advisor,” whose
authority is seen to be considerably
less.

Younesi “has only made pro-
mises; his actions are not accepta-
ble,” Rezaee said. He added that
appointing a Kurd as deputy inter-
ior minister would be a step in the
right direction, but not enough to
address minority complaints.

The idea of appointing a
deputy for minority affairs was
first proposed by Hasil Dasa, an
MP from Sardasht and Piranshar in
the previous parliament. When
Younesi was appointed, Dasa told

Iranian presi-
dent Hassan
Rouhani meet-
ing with people
in the western
province of
Kurdistan dur-
ing his 2013
election cam-
paign. Photo:
MEHR

Rudaw: “An assistant does not
have the power of a deputy and
most probably he won’t be suc-
cessful in his job and will not be as
powerful as a deputy.”

Younesi has blamed a small
clan of hard-liners for hindering
minority rights on security
grounds, but has called on minori-
ties not to lose hope.

He said the hard-liners were a
“small group” with loud voices,
who usually act on their own and
ignore the guidelines and princi-
ples of the Islamic Republic. He
has also blamed the execution of
three jailed Kurdish activists late

last year on hard-line groups.

When Rouhani appointed
Younesi, his position was descri-
bed as equal to that of a vice presi-
dent.

Recently, several current and
former MPs of the Iranian parlia-
ment, who met to assess the perfor-
mance of Rouhani’s government,
concluded that the president had
failed to deliver on his promises.

They noted that his perfor-
mance in the Sunni Sistan-
Baluchistan province was better
because he had appointed three
women and several Sunni repre-
sentatives to administrative provin-
cial posts.

At the meeting, representatives
from Urumiyeh province announ-
ced that the governor is planning to
grant administrative posts to seve-
ral women and Sunnis.

Rouhani’s pre-election 10-
point plan had promised education
in mother tongue for minorities,
handing responsibilities to local
authorities and developing under-
developed provinces, such as the
country’s Kurdish regions.

“Rouhani ’s government is cur-
rently busy with dismissing and
appointing officials. If we can’t
take our rights now, we will face
problems later,” Rezaee warned. m

20 / March / 2014

Putin Announces His Support
for a Unified Kurdish State

By DAVID ROMANO
rudaw.net

ow that I have readers’ atten-

tion, I have to admit that
Vladimir Putin did not in fact
announce his support for a uni-
fied Kurdish state. Our world
remains too full of double stan-
dards for that. What Putin
actually said was that after the
collapse of the Soviet Union,
“The Russian nation became one
of the biggest, if not the biggest
ethnic group in the world to be
divided by borders.”

With some 27 million Russians
living outside of Russia, which
includes places as far away as the
Americas and Western Europe,
Putin is right that the Russian nation
in 1991 became “one of the biggest
to be divided by borders.” If we’re
talking about the number of people
cut off from a state of their own by
the vicissitudes of borders, however,

they’re not the biggest one. With
some thirty to forty million people
and no state of their own anywhere,
the Kurds hold that dubious honor.
After the Ukraine secured its inde-
pendence in 1991, the Kurds became
the world’s largest stateless nation.

Given the snap referendum in
Crimea and this week’s even quicker
annexation of Crimea by Russia, Mr.
Putin appears to be a fervent belie-
ver in the right to national self-deter-
mination. The majority ethnic
Russian population of Crimea year-
ned to become part of a Russian
state, you see, and Mr. Putin felt
obliged to fulfill the Crimeans’
wishes. Attaching Crimea to the
Ukraine in 1954 was a historical
mistake, according to the Russians,
and it seems such mistakes should
be rectified.

I know most Kurds like seeing
this kind of thing play out internatio-
nally. They reason that the less
sacred the world’s established bor-

ders become, the better. The more
people talk about rights of national
self-determination, the greater the
chance that the international com-
munity will finally recognize as
much for the Kurds, they believe.
The injustice of the post-World War
One drawing of political borders can
also be rectified, they hope. Crimea,
South Sudan, East Timor, Kosovo —
it’s all music to Kurdish ears.
There’s a discordant note in the
music, however: it’s the cacophony
of double standards and hypocrisy
the world over. When it comes to
Syria, for instance, Mr. Putin holds
state sovereignty and non-interfe-
rence sacred. The Syrian Kurds can
hold all the referendums and local
elections they like, and not one of
the world powers - including
Russian lovers of self-determination
— will so much as recognize their
efforts. The United States and its
Western European allies were all for
Kosovars’ self-determination and

G. Strong Professor of Middle East Politics

the creation of the Republic of
Kosovo, and it couldn’t have matte-
red less to them that the whole enter-
prise violated Serbian law. They
even bombed Serbia while its main
patron and ally — Russia — was still
too weak to do much about it. Now
that it’s one of their friends losing
territory, however, suddenly argu-
ments like “this is totally in violation
of Ukrainian law!” are supposed to
matter.

If any part of Kurdistan ever
finds itself poised to declare its inde-
pendence, therefore, they had best
not rely too much on norms, princi-
ples or precedents. Only nations
with powerful friends or enough
power of their own benefit from
these hypocrisies. m

David Romano has been a Rudaw colum-
nist since August 2010. He is the Thomas

at Missouri State University and author of
The Kurdish Nationalist Movement (2006,
Cambridge University Press).
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Le ton monte entre la Turquie et la Syrie
: ce dimanche, un avion militaire syrien
a été abattu par la défense antiaérienne
turque alors qu'il bombardait des rebelles
essayant de prendre le contrdle d'un poste-
frontiere dans le nord-ouest du pays.
«L'appareil a pris feu avant de s'écraser en
territoire syrien», a annoncé 'Observatoire
syrien des droits de 'homme (OSDH.

Le pilote a pu s'éjecter et sauter avec
son parachute, a précisé une source mili-
taire syrienne.

Selon des médias turcs, 1'armée locale a
lancé des avertissements a deux avions de
chasse syriens qui approchaient de la fron-
tiere et a fait décoller 1'un de ses F-16
lorsque un des appareils a refusé d'obtem-
pérer.

Erdogan félicite 1a Turquie

Le Premier ministre turc Recep Tayyip
Erdogan a immédiatement applaudi ses
troupes : «Je félicite le chef d'état-major des
forces armées et les valeureux pilotes... Je
félicite nos forces aériennes»

Celui qui a bloqué l'acces a Twitter
dans son pays n'a pas exclu d'autres inter-
ventions musclées contre la Syrie : «Notre
réponse sera forte si vous violez notre
espace aérien», a-t-il déclaré lors d'un meet-
ing électoral.

La Syrie dénonce une agression

La Syrie a, de son coté, dénoncé une
«agression flagrante qui met en évidence
I'implication (NDLR. du Premier ministre
turc Recep Tayyip) Erdogan dans le sou-

AVEC SES VOISINS

LES 19 POSTES-FRONTIERES OFFICIELS DE LA SYRIE

Kassab, dans la province occidentale de Lattaquié, ot se déroulent actuellement de vio-
lents combats avec les rebelles, est I'un des postes-frontieres avec la Turquie encore aux
mains des forces gouvernementales syriennes. La Syrie compte 19 points de passages
officiels avec le Liban, la Jordanie, I'Irak et la Turquie: neuf sont controlés par le régime,
4 par les autonomistes kurdes, deux par les jihadistes radicaux de 1'Etat islamique en
Irak et au Levant (EIIL) et quatre par les rebelles.

Avion abattu en Turquie : Erdogan et
la Syrie echangent des menaces

Le Premier ministre turc Recep Tayyip
Erdogan a averti dimanche que la riposte
de la Turquie serait musclée en cas de vio-
lation de son espace aérien par la Syrie. |
Adem Altan

tien aux groupes terroristes, la défense anti-
aérienne turque a abattu un avion militaire
syrien qui pourchassait les groupes terror-
istes a l'intérieur du territoire syrien a
Kassab», a dénoncé une source militaire
syrienne.

Auparavant, le ministére syrien des
Affaires étrangeres avait dénoncé dans un
communiqué une «ingérence» de la
Turquie ces deux derniers jours dans la
région de Kassab, ou les combats entre
forces gouvernementales et rebelles se
poursuivaient depuis trois jours. Le min-
istere syrien a demandé au gouvernement
d'Erdogan de «cesser son agression et son
soutien au terrorisme», et de cesser
d'«impliquer l'armée turque dans des aven-
tures vaines contre la Syrie (..) qui souhaite
la poursuite de bonnes relations
bilatérales» avec la Turquie.

La Turquie a modifié ses regles d'engage-
ment apres qu'un de ses avions de combat
eut été abattu par les forces aériennes syri-
ennes en juin 2012. &

24 mars 2014

Turquie:
la menace
syrienne,
argument
électoral
d’Erdogan

www.rfi.fr
Avec notre correspondant a Istanbul,
Jérome Bastion

ALORS que les élections municipales du 30
mars approchent, ’armée turque a annoncé
dimanche avoir abattu un chasseur syrien
qui aurait pénétré de plus d’un kilometre en
territoire turc, ignorant les avertissements ;
un autre avion avait lui, fait demi-tour. Cet
incident a immédiatement été utilisé parmi
les arguments de la campagne, le chef de
’opposition social démocrate déplorant les
tentatives de « récupération politique ».

L’occasion était trop belle pour Recep
Tayyip Erdogan d’annoncer en direct a ses
partisans réunis en meeting électoral le suc-
cés des pilotes turcs : « Si vous violez notre
espace aérien, notre punition sera encore
plus lourde », a-t-il lancé en direction de
’armée syrienne. A une semaine d’un scru-
tin local crucial, cet avertissement militaire
est décidément bien venu pour rappeler que
« la Turquie est forte », comme le disait le
Premier ministre il y a quelques jours en

parlant... de la fermeture du site Twitter.

D’autant qu’une attaque terroriste syrienne
sur une autoroute frontaliére a fait 3 morts
jeudi parmi les forces de sécurité turques,
et qu’une faction jihadiste menace de pren-
dre possession du tombeau de Suleyman
Shah, gardé par des soldats turcs en terri-
toire syrien.

CREDIBILITE

La défense du drapeau national est d’ail-
leurs le theme du clip de campagne du parti
de la Justice et du Développement. Mais en
Turquie plusieurs voix se sont élevées pour
douter de la crédibilité de cette prétendue
violation de la souveraineté turque, si
opportune en période électorale. Le pilote
rescapé du Mig-23 syrien abattu a en tout
cas affirmé avoir été descendu alors qu’il se
trouvait a 7 kilométres a Uintérieur de
’espace aérien syrien. 1
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Us et coutumes : Les Kurdes

célebrent leur Nouvel an

www.elwatan.com

Cette féte a été
placée sous le signe
de la paix et de la
concorde.

C'est devenu une véritable
coutume depuis 2002,
chaque 21 mars, les Kurdes
habitant I’Algérie célébrent leur
Nouvel an a Oran. En effet, les
ressortissants de différentes
régions kurdes habitant I’Algérie
se donnent rendez-vous, depuis
maintenant 12 ans, a Oran, pour
célébrer comme il se doit leur
réveillon. L'année derniére, la
féte a été annulée en signe de
«deuil» par rapport aux événe-
ments tragiques qui se dérou-
laient en Syrie. Pour cette année,
la célébration s’est déroulée
dans la salle des fétes «Les
Pyramides», située a
Fernandville, a I'est d’Oran.
«Cette année, on n’a pas annulé

Une troupe kurde ex&eacute;cutant une danse folklorique.

© El Watan

la célébration ; néanmoins, on a
tenu a dédier la féte a la paix et a
la concorde pour tout le peuple
syrien», nous dira un ressortis-
sant kurde.

lls étaient, vendredi dernier,
presque un millier de Kurdes a
prendre part a ce rendez-vous
annuel, ou on a compté égale-
ment beaucoup d’Algériens qui,
par courtoisie et amitié, ont

répondu présent a la féte.
«Depuis 2006, je prends part
réguliérement a cette célébration,
nous dit Cherifa, une Oranaise.
Ce sont des amis kurdes avec
qui j’étais dans la méme univer-
sité qui m’ont fait découvrir cette
féte et cette tradition. J’aime bien
leur ambiance bon enfant, ainsi
que leur célebre danse, appelée
debka». Le nouvel an kurde s’ap-
pelle «newroz». Il est fété de

I'lran jusqu’a la Turquie, en pas-
sant par la Syrie, ainsi que dans
beaucoup de pays du Moyen-
Orient. «La féte démarre dés le
20 mars, ou on se rend dans les
montagnes pour danser autour
du feu jusqu’au petit matin. Ici,
en Algérie, on s’est juste con-
tentés d’allumer des bougies»,
nous expliquera un participant a
la féte.

Saidou Hamou, un étudiant
syrien, organisateur de I'événe-
ment, nous explique pour sa part
que la féte du Nouvel an kurde a
une double dimension : «Elle est
a la fois sociale et politique :
sociale dans le sens de la féte et
de l'avénement du printemps,
mais politique aussi car en 612
avant J-C I'empire kurde a triom-
phé des Assyriens. Depuis, cette
date est devenue notre Nouvel
an». lls seraient au total 4000
Kurdes qui habitent I'Algérie. La
plupart sont des étudiants venus
de Syrie, d’'Irak et de Turquie, qui
poursuivent leurs études dans
les universités d’Alger, d’Oran,
de Sidi Bel Abbés, ou encore de
Chlef. &

Akram EI Kébir

27 mars 2014

Peine de mort : le visage
sombre de I'Iran

D'apres Amnesty, 704 Iraniens ont été pendus en 2013, ce
qui placerait I'Iran a la premieére place mondiale si 1'on
rameéne ce chiffre a la population totale.

Le Point.fr
Par Armin Arefi

La République islamique d'Iran a beau
afficher un nouveau visage a l'étranger,
elle ne change pas ses habitudes. En
témoigne la hausse du nombre d'exécutions
dans le pays en 2013. D'aprés Amnesty
International, au moins 369 personnes ont
été exécutées en 2013 en Iran, soit une aug-
mentation de 18 % par rapport a 2012. Avec
ce chiffre, 'Iran arrive a la deuxiéme place
du classement mondial du nombre d'exécu-
tions, derriere la République populaire de
Chine (plusieurs milliers d'exécutions).

Toutefois, si I'on rameéne ces chiffres a la
population totale de chaque pays, c'est bien
la République islamique qui arrive en téte,

d'autant plus que le régime iranien garde
secret un grand nombre d'exécutions. Ainsi,
selon Amnesty, au moins 704 personnes
auraient réellement été pendues en Iran
I'année derniere. Sur les 369 exécutions offi-
ciellement reconnues par Téhéran, 44 se
sont déroulées en public, le plus souvent au
moyen d'une grue soulevant dans les airs le
condamné a mort.

"Corruption sur terre'

ui sont les victimes ? La majorité des

cas sont officiellement liés au trafic de
stupéfiants. Mais les prisonniers sont géné-
ralement jugés a huis clos par des tribunaux
révolutionnaires, connus pour leurs verdicts
expéditifs. En outre, les accusés ne bénéfi-
cient pas d'une véritable possibilité de

Alireza Mafiha (a gauche) et
Mohammad Ali Sarvari (a droite) s’ap-
prétent a étre pendus a Téhéran, en jan-

vier 2013, pour "inimitié a 1'égard de
Dieu”, aprés s'étre rendus coupables de
vol et d'agression. © Amir Pourmand /
AP/SIPA

recours. Les autres exécutions couvrent des
cas de meurtre, de viol, d'espionnage, de
"corruption sur terre" ou d"inimitié a
I'égard de Dieu". Si ce dernier chef d'accusa-
tion vise principalement I'insurrection
armée, il est en réalité appliqué a des per-
sonnes accusées de cultiver des liens avec
des organisations interdites en Iran
(Organisation des moudjahidines du peuple
iranien, Parti pour une vie libre au
Kurdistan...), méme si elles n'ont pas pris les
armes. O
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Iraq: President’s

guard kills

journalist, attacks kill 16

The shooting of a journalist and a series of fatal attacks Saturday showcase civil unrest.

March 22,2014 - By SAMEER N. YACOUB - The Associated Press

BAGHDAD ¢ An officer in the Iraqi president’s guard shot dead a well-
known radio journalist during a quarrel Saturday near the leader’s east
Baghdad residence, police said.

The shooting of Radio Free Iraq’s Baghdad bureau chief Mohammed
Bdaiwi drew condemnation from Iraqi politicians and highlights the
resentment many residents of the capital feel toward the often aggressive
bodyguards of Iraq’s VIPs.

Elsewhere in Iraq, a series of attacks killed 16 members of the security
forces and civilians, officials said.

Bdaiwi was allegedly shot by a junior officer working for Iraqi President
Jalal Talabani at a checkpoint near his residence, police said. Talabani is an
ethnic Kurd and his bodyguards are also Kurdish.

After the shooting, Iraqi security forces besieged the residency compound
and the alleged killer was handed over to them, police and state TV said.

Talabani suffered a stroke last year and is being treated in Germany. Few
details have been released about his health since then.

His office issued a statement expressing deep sorrow over the "murder" of
Bdaiwi. "This act runs against all the values of the Presidential Brigade ...
We stress that the perpetrator will stand trial and receive his fair punish-
ment," it said.

State-run TV showed Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki arriving at the crime
scene near the presidential palace. "All the people behind this should stand
trial. Blood for blood and this is a violation of the law," he said.

Meanwhile, a series of blasts struck across the country. Police officials said
the wave began with a roadside bomb in a commercial street in the nor-
thern city of Tikrit. Minutes later, a car bomb struck policemen who had
arrived to inspect the site of the first blast.

The officials say five policemen and two civilians were killed and 18 peo-
ple were wounded in the bombings. Tikrit is 130 kilometers (80 miles)
north of Baghdad. m

25/ March / 2014

Kurdistan Presidency: Baghdad’s Attitude
to Journalist’s Death Sectarian, Dangerous

rudaw.net
25/March/2014

ERBIL, Kurdistan Region
— The Kurdistan Region
Presidency has warned of
attempts by Iraqi leaders, among
them Prime Minister Nuri al-
Maliki to take the death of jour-
nalist Muhammad Bidaiwi out
of its judicial context and using
it to settle political scores with
the Kurds.

“It's regrettable that the Iraqi
prime minister used the strange
and ugly phrase of "blood for
blood" after the incident,” said
the office of President Massoud
Barzani in a statement. “This is
outside the law, governance and
the culture of co-existence and
democracy.”

The statement expressed
condolences to the family of
Bidaiwi, an Iraqi academic and
journalist who was shot dead by
a Kurdish presidential guard in
Baghdad on Saturday.

“We offer our condolence to
the family and all journalists,”
read the statement. “We hope
that a just court takes legal pro-
cedures to investigate the inci-
dent and settles the case.”

In the meantime, President
Barzani’s office described the
reaction of Iraqi authorities as

unfortunate and that it may lead
to ethnic tensions in the country.

“After the incident, the state-
ments of some Iraqi politicians
have worried the Iraqi public
and are considered as a threat to
peace and co-existence,” said
the statement. “They further
intensify the complicated (situa-
tion) and cause turmoil between
the citizens.”

The Kurdish presidential
statement echoed the public
view in Kurdistan that Iraqi lea-
ders are using Bidawi’s case to
incriminate the Kurds as a
whole and a means to settle poli-
tical scores with the autonomous
region.

It mentioned in particular
other journalists and academics
killed in Baghdad in recent
years whose cases have been
ignored by the Iraqi legal autho-
rities.

“In recent years, 400 univer-
sity professors have been killed,
but nobody felt responsible for
their blood and Baghdad autho-
rities did not make any attempt
to find the perpetrators,” read
the statement.

The official statement stres-
sed the Kurdish-Arab ‘brother-
hood” and coexistence among
Iraq’s different ethnic and reli-
gious groups and that the over-

People in Erbil gathered on Monday to condemn Nuri al-Maliki’s
call to avenge journalist’s death "with blood”. Photo: Rudaw

reaction of some Iraqi leaders
could drive a wedge between
these groups.

“Because a Kurdish citizen
was involved in this unfortunate
incident, they (Iraqi leaders)
want to exploit it politically and
turn it into a dangerous matter
and an attempt to cause division
among the ethnic components of
Iraq.”

The statement criticized
Prime Minister Maliki’s use of
the word “blood for blood” in
solving Bidaiwi’s death.

“If the Iraqi authorities view
the events through this logic,
then the question is, who would
pay for the blood of 5000 mar-
tyrs in Halabja, 182,000 Anfal

victims, 8,000 Barzanis and
12,000 Faylis?” read the state-
ment, referring to the genocide
campaign carried out against the
Kurds by the Iraqi regime in the
1980s. “Despite this sacrifice of
the Kurdish people, the Kurds
were never willing to say:
"blood for blood.”

The presidential statement
went on to say that the Kurds
had voluntarily decided to be
part of Iraq and “live in peace
and as brothers,” but that “if the
authorities in Baghdad do not
want this brotherhood we could
sit down with them and end this
problematic relationship once
and for all.” m
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Scandal destabilizes Turkey
on eve of elections

Author Cengiz Candar
March 28, 2014
www.al-monitor.com

irst, Stefan Fule reacted. On his Twitter account, he asked, “Where
does this end #Turkey?” A few minutes later, he sent another tweet.

Fule identifies himself on Twitter, stating, “I am Commissioner responsi-
ble for the enlargement of the EU and for the policy towards our neigh-
bours. This account is serviced by me and my team. Brussels, European
Commission.”

Neelie Kross was quick to get on board at Twitter, as well. Here, interes-
tingly, is how she introduces herself: “I am Vice President of the
@EU_Commission leading @DigitalAgendaEU and
#ConnectedContinent plans. | am fighting like hell for a EU you can
believe in. Global (based in Brussels).”

She then followed up the above tweet with a statement: “Another despe-
rate and depressing move in #Turkey. | support all supporters of real free-
dom & democracy.”

Yes. In less than a week, Turkey once again stirred concerns in the
Western democratic world with a ban on YouTube following the Twitter
ban. There were, however, a few good signs. The Ankara Administrative
Court issued a stay against the ban, and there was hope that the ban
might actually be lifted.

Turkey’s Twitter ban had reached the point where it was going to cause
major headaches for Turkey in the international arena. The United States
called on the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe
(OSCE) to adopt a position against Turkey because of this ban.

Daniel B. Baer, the permanent US representative to the OSCE, expres-
sed the United States' concerns over Ankara's ban on access to such
social media sites as Twitter at a March 27 meeting of ambassadors of
OSCE member states. As the OSCE, on the basis of a US initiative, was
discussing Turkey’s Twitter ban, news of the move against YouTube rea-
ched Turkey’s Western allies. The word is that Facebook is next.

Although the US reaction might have appeared to be a bit late, because
of the time difference, Washington nevertheless reacted swiftly to the new
ban. Samantha Power, US permanent representative to the United
Nations and a close friend and former adviser of President Barack
Obama, was the first to react. She tweeted:

The White House issued a statement delivered by National Security
Council spokeswoman Laura Lucas Magnuson: “The United States is
deeply concerned that the Turkish government has now twice in recent
days blocked its citizens’ access to basic communication tools. As we
have said, we oppose these restrictions on the Turkish people’s access
to information and support the people of Turkey in their calls to restore full
access to blocked technologies.”

aturally, the Turks who last week managed to find ways to bypass the

Twitter ban quickly got around the YouTube ban as well. One of the
oldest newspapers in the country, the anti-government daily Cumhuriyet,
openly declared on its website that it would not be abiding by the ban.
The daily Karsi, which began publishing three weeks ago and opposes
the government, declared its intention to print the text of the recording
that led to the ban.

The YouTube ban followed a scandal rarely seen in Turkey’s history. The
Twitter ban was imposed because the site was used to spread alleged
information about corruption allegations against members of the govern-
ment. Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan, despite his best effort, has
been unable to impede the revelations.

The YouTube ban followed the disclosure of the contents of a meeting in
the office of Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu in which he along with
Foreign Ministry Undersecretary Feridun Sinirlioglu, the deputy chief of
the General Staff, Gen. Yasar Guler, and the head of Turkish national
intelligence (MIT), Hakan Fidan — considered Erdogan's right-hand man
and the real “number two” in the regime — discussed finding a pretext to
intervene militarily in Syria.

The meeting was convened after threats by the Islamic State of Iraq and

al-Sham (ISIS) to lay siege to the Tomb of Suleiman Shah, the grandfa-
ther of Osman, the founder of the Ottoman Empire. ISIS had demanded
the withdrawal of some two dozen soldiers guarding this enclave, which
flies the Turkish flag, outside Turkey near Ragqga. The Tomb of Suleiman
Shah was designated Turkish territory in a treaty with France, which at
the time controlled Syria, when demarcating today’s Turkey-Syria border.
A detachment of 20 to 28 Turkish soldiers is permanently stationed there
as guards.

The leaked recording of the four officials discussing this highly sensitive
issue contains a number of statements that will embarrass Turkey.
Among the more interesting ones was the intelligence czar Fidan asser-
ting that he could send four men into Syria and have them fire eight mis-
siles into an empty field in Turkey to create a pretext. He could also stage
an attack against the Tomb of Suleiman Shah toward the same end.
Davutoglu said that the prime minister had told them that they could
exploit the current situation.

The meeting participants were so shocked by the revelation of their dis-
cussion via YouTube that they did not bother to claim that it was fabrica-
ted. Davutoglu attempted to deflect, stating, “The objective here is to
show Turkey as weak. This is a declaration of war against Turkey.” He
called the recordings “treason against homeland.”

rdogan, who learned of the leak while campaigning in southeast

Turkey, was enraged. He referred to it in Diyarbakir, declaring, “This
is immoral. This is lewdness. This is contemptible. We will enter their
lairs.” Subsequently, in addition to the YouTube ban, the media were ban-
ned from reporting on the contents of the recordings.

Although, the YouTube ban was easily bypassed, the situation was none-
theless bizarre. The entire world — intelligence services worldwide,
Turkish expatriates and anyone else interested — could easily learn what
was discussed at the high-level meeting on Syria, but Turks in their own
country were being denied local access to developments that concerned
them more than anyone else.

The bugging of the meeting is no doubt humiliating for Turkey, but as
usual, those responsible for the humiliation will not be held accountable.
Instead, the Turkish people are being treated as if they were guilty of
something.

The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights based in Geneva had cal-
led on Turkey on March 25 to lift the ban on Twitter, noting that it was
incompatible with Turkey’s obligations to international human rights.
Farhan Hag, the deputy spokesman of the UN secretary-general, issued
a statement on March 27 in New York in which he said that the UN posi-
tion on Syria is clear, its diplomatic efforts on Syria are well-known and it
opposes further militarization of the conflict. He added that the UN encou-
rages all countries, especially those in the region, to help stop the fighting
and try to bring the government and opposition to the negotiation table.
Reminded that Turkey had banned YouTube and Twitter, Hag said the
statement issued in Geneva was valid and that he would not comment
further.

The foreign media gave extensive coverage to the bans. In Germany, the
dailies Bild and Die Zeit and the magazine Der Spiegel all covered rela-
ted developments in-depth. The Financial Times ran a banner headline,
“YouTube blocked in Turkish crackdown.”

Erdogan and associates continued with their established practice of bla-
ming the Gulen movement for its troubles, accusing it of bugging the
“Syria war planning" meeting and for its disclosure via the Internet. They
labeled the incident as an “espionage offensive,” signaling the possibility
of a witch hunt after the March 30 municipal elections. The Twitter and
YouTube bans are seen as harbingers of this coming hunt. According to
rumors, at least 2,000 people will be detained. Fethullah Gulen and his
followers, in this case, are seen as too easy a scapegoat.

Turkey — rocked by a string of unprecedented scandals and saddled with
a prime minister on a march toward authoritarianism — is being destabi-
lized. Given the turn of events, the March elections might not be a remedy
to Turkey's ailments. ¢
Cengiz Candar is a columnist for Al-Monitor's Turkey Pulse. A journalist since
1976, he is the author of seven books in the Turkish language, mainly on Middle
East issues, including the best-seller Mesopotamia Express: A Journey in History.
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Syrian Kurds
blame Iran, Turkey
for ISIS attacks

Syria's main Kurdish force, the Democratic Union
Party, says that the ISIS battle with Syrian Kurdish
groups is benefiting the Syrian government.

Author Wladimir van Wilgenburg
March 30, 2014
www.al-monitor.com

AMISHLI, Syria — Redur Xelil, spokesman for the Kurdish People's

Protection Units (YPG), spoke to Al-Monitor about the intensified
clashes between the al-Qaeda splinter group, the Islamic State of Iraq and
al-Sham (ISIS) and the Kurds in northern Syria. For the first time, the YPG
openly called on Kurds from outside of Syria to join the movement.

ISIS, formerly an al-Qaeda affiliate, has been assaulting the Kurdish inha-
bited city of Kobani in the province of Aleppo from three sides since March
15. This area is one of the three regions where the Kurds announced auto-
nomous canton administrations close to the border with Turkey.

Kobani holds a symbolic role as the first town that was captured by
Kurdish forces on July 19, 2012, as part of a campaign to control Kurdish
areas. The creation of the YPG was also first announced in the city in
2012. “Kobani was the first city that was liberated from the regime in
Rojava [the western part of Kurdistan in Syria),” said Xelil.

According to Xelil, there are two main rationales behind the attacks on
Kobani. First, he said ISIS' agenda is to expand to other regions. Second,
he said the regime is having a hard time with the Kurds, and may be enga-
ged in a campaign to weaken them "and remove the new democratic
experiment of the Kurds.”

It is not just the YPG and Kurdish parties affiliated with the Kurdistan
Workers Party (PKK) such as the Democratic Union Party (PYD) that think
the regime is behind the attacks. The rival Kurdish coalition, the Kurdish
National Council (KNC) backed by Massoud Barzani, president of the
Kurdistan Regional Government in Iraqg, concurs that the regime might be
playing a role.

Ismail Heme, a member of a KNC party, told Al-Monitor, “Perhaps the
regime is playing this game to weaken both ISIS and the PYD.”

On March 12, Syrian government forces killed a YPG fighter in Qamishli
after ISIS suicide attacks took the lives of several civilians in the same city.
“The regime is trying to weaken the Kurds. They also know we are in a
fight with the ISIS. Our fight with ISIS is serving the regime no doubt,” Xelil
said.

Kurdish politicians such as PYD leader Salih Muslim also blame Iran
and Turkey for the ISIS attacks. “l think there is an Iranian hand in this.
This is how we can explain this attack of the ISIS in Kobani,” Xelil added.

The YPG hopes that with the support of other Kurds, they can open the
road from Hassakeh province to the isolated enclave of Kobani. “If they
support us, we can open the way from Jazeera [Hassakeh province] to
Kobani,” Xelil said.

On March 24, the YPG called on all Kurdish parties in Iran, Iraq, Turkey
and Syria to unite against the jihadist threats against the Kurdish regions
in Syria.

“The aim of the attack is the Kurdish existence in general. We don't think
the attacks will be limited to Kobani. They threaten all Kurdish people. The
statement was for the Kurds to unite against the ISIS,” Xelil said.

So far, the YPG has received no practical support from other Kurdish par-
ties in the region on the ground. Only the PKK, which helped create the
YPG, said it would back the group; there are rumors that PKK guerrilla
fighters from the rugged mountainous regions in Kandil in Iraq have hea-
ded to Kobani.

“Especially youth from Riha (in the Turkish province of Urfa) should join
the YPG. Youth from Bakur (Kurdish populated areas in Turkey) should
turn to Kobani and join the resistance,” said PKK military commander

Kurdish
People’s
Protection
Units
(YPG).

Murat Karayilan in a rare statement.

On March 19, YPG fighter Ibrahim Kivik, a Kurd from the province Urfa in
Turkey, died fighting in clashes with ISIS in Kobani.

Urfa has a strategic and symbolic importance for the Kurdish movement
since it borders the Kobani administration and is also the birthplace of PKK
leader Abdullah Ocalan. The pro-Kurdish Peace and Democracy Party
(BDP) wants to win the province in the March 30 local elections.

The YPG argues that it’s legitimate that Kurds from other countries join
their fight for more Kurdish autonomy. “Especially since ISIS has fighters
from all over the world fighting against Kurds. It’s also our right to ask peo-
ple all over Kurdistan to join us,” said Xelil.

In the past, there were individual cases of Kurdish fighters from other
countries joining the YPG. But the YPG did not generally recruit non-
Syrian Kurds. “But now we are all open for all Kurds to join, because this
is a war that threatens the existence of the Kurdish people,” he said.

bdulhakim Bashar, the leader of the rival Kurdish Democratic Party of
Syria (KDP-S) and part of the Barzani-backed KNC, said they will not
fight under the YPG flag in Syria, only under the flag of Kurdistan.

The KNC parties argue that the Syrian Kurds should form a united army
based on a November 2012 agreement between the Barzani-backed KNC
and PKK-backed PYD in Erbil.

A YPG female fighter, Heval Mizgin, told Al-Monitor that it is unlikely that
Barzani would support the YPG since he blocked the border between the
Kurdish areas of Iraq and Syria. “They [Kurdish government officials] don’t
accept the revolution in Rojava (Kurdish areas in Syria), so how can they
help the revolution in Rojava?”

Aid to the Kurds in Kobani is also complicated because the Kobani
enclave is surrounded by ISIS on three sides and because Turkey still
blocks the border in Kobani despite a visit from the Kobani administration
to Turkey seeking the border's opening.

Furthermore, the Kurdish areas in Syria do not form a homogenous bloc
and are interspersed by mixed areas — where Kurds, Arabs and
Turkmens live — that are mostly controlled by ISIS.

“We want to clean all roads [of ISIS] to Afrin and Kobani,” Mizgin said.

All Syrian Kurdish parties see most of the Syrian-Turkish border cities as
part of the Kurdish historical homeland. They argue that areas such as
Azaz, Manbij, Al Bab, Jarabulus and Tel Abyad were Arabized by the
Syrian state.

“There is a historical truth that they are Kurdish areas, especially those
that are close to the Turkish border from Afrin to Derik. But as a result of
the Baath regime, these lands were taken from the Kurds and the popula-
tion of Arabs increased,” Xelil said.

If the YPG tries to take these areas, there might be accusations that the
YPG is occupying areas inhabited by Arabs and Turkmens.

This happened before when the YPG captured the Arab-inhabited town of
Tell Brak on Feb. 22 and was accused of committing human rights viola-
tions against Arabs. The town was used by ISIS to carry out attacks
against the Kurds. The YPG withdrew from the ancient settlement of Tell
Brak, handed over security to local Arab tribes and halted its military ope-
rations in Afrin, Kobani, Hassakeh, Aleppo and Raqga.

“Because of these sensitivities, we need a political solution, but, for exam-
ple, Kobani is under siege. So if need be, we might use force, although it
might cause problems with the inhabitants,” Xelil added.

Sounding a warning to ISIS, Xelil said that if “these attacks continue
against the Kurds, we will not withdraw from this struggle.” ®

Wiadimir van Wilgenburg is a columnist for Al-Monitor and a political analyst spe-
cializing in Kurdish politics. He has written extensively for Jamestown Foundation
publications and other journals, such as the Near East Quarterly and the World
Affairs Journal. On Twitter: @vvanwilgenburg
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News in brief :

KURDISTAN ALLIANCE: BAGHDAD-ERBIL CRISIS

: NEEDS U.S. INTERVENTION
i March 20, 2014

aghdad: Kurdistan Alliance said on Wednesday, that Kurdistan
: Regional Government (KRG) and the federal government have no
i other option but the United States' intervention as a solution to the oil
i crisis between the two sides. The National Alliance has agreed on the
¢ inclusion of the law of the financial budget for the current year on the
i agenda of the parliamentary session scheduled for today to read it a
i second reading and accelerate voting on it. A member of the bloc,
i Qassim Mohammed said that “Several external parties have entered
i into the line of the oil crisis between Baghdad and Erbil, including the
i United States, so there no option but to reach an agreement between
i the two governments to end the problem...shafaag.com

: CHANGE (GORRAN) OFFICIAL : MASSOUD
: BARZANI SHOULD STAND AGAINST MALIKI

i March 24, 2014

aghdad: A member of Change (Gorran) Movement, main opposi-
: tion party in Kurdistan Region, in Iraqgi Parliament Hakim Sheikh
i Latif said Kurdistan President Massoud Barzani should stand against
what he called Iragi PM Nouri al-Maliki’s actions against Kurds. Iraq is
i moving towards a crisis and Maliki is trying to seeking to decrease the
i power of the Kurds in Baghdad and Barzani is needed to unite all
i Kurdish lines and stand against Maliki’s actions. He added the Iraqi PM
i is trying to misuse the killing of a journalist to restrict the power of
i Kurds in Baghdad and use the case in the upcoming election. Sheikh
i Latif also warned Maliki’s re-election in the upcoming election will
i make him more dictator than toppled President Saddam Hussein.
i Tensions between Erbil and Baghdad got even worse after a member
i of the Iraqi Kurdish President Jalal Talabani’s guards shot dead a jour-
¢ nalist in Baghdad. ‘Blood for blood,” was Maliki’s reaction to the killing
as he visited the place of the event. kurdpress.ir

AN IRAQI BLOC CALLS ON KURDISH
: PESHMERGA FORCES TO LEAVE BAGHDAD

March 24, 2014

Baghdad: An Iraqgi bloc from the Parliament has called on Iraqi
; authorities to remove Kurdish Peshmerga forces from Baghdad fol-
i lowing the killing of an Iraqi journalist by a member of the Kurdish pre-
i sidential guards. The head of the ‘White al-Iragiya’ Bloc Jamal Batikh
i Shammari has called on the Iragi government to remove all Peshmerga
i forces from Baghdad and kill the guard in the same location that he kil-
¢ led the journalist Muhammad Bidaiwi Shammari. Irag’s Prime Minister
¢ Nouri al-Maliki has ordered the Interior Ministry forces to protect the
i Presidential palace and remove the forces that guard President Jalal
i Talabani’s palace, which consist of Peshmerga. This has been viewed
¢ by some as a move by Maliki to marginalize the Kurds and turn the inci-
i dent into a propaganda tool for the upcoming elections. According to
¢ local reports, Shammari was shot and killed on Friday after he refused
to stop at a checkpoint. basnews.com

KURDISH YPG WARNS OF DANGER ON ROADS
i March 25, 2014

The military forces in Syrian (West) Kurdistan, the Kurdish YPG
: (People's Defence forces), has called on residents and transport
i companies to avoid using roads that are under the control of Islamic-
i jihadists from the Islamic State of Irag and Syria (ISIS). The YPG warned
i that ISIS uses civilians as human shields. Following increasing attacks

in recent weeks, the YPG Press Centre issued a press release, in which
it said "Gangs, ISIS members and their collaborators are imposing an
embargo on the cantons of Rojava [Syrian Kurdistan]. Their aim is to i
isolate the cantons and cut them off from other regions. As these
groups take over areas close to Rojava there is a risk of this embargo :
becoming stronger." The YPG recalled that Kurdish travellers had been
abducted and killed in areas controlled by gangs, adding: "These gangs
use civilians as human shields and sometimes as bargaining chips in
order to gain the release of gang members arrested by the YPG." "As i
these gangs have suffered heavy blows they have stepped up their :
brutal attacks on Rojava, particularly on Kobané Canton. These gangs
use all manner of savagery against our people." The YPG statement
concluded by calling on transport companies not to endanger passen-
gers and to avoid using roads controlled by ISIS, and warned residents :

of West Kurdistan not to use them. firatnews.com

A HIGH-LEVEL KURDISH DELEGATION
PARTICIPATES BEDAIWI'S FUNERAL

March 25, 2014

aghdad: A high—level Kurdish delegation participated in journalist i

Mohammed Bedaiwi al-Shammari’s funeral on Monday evening, i
who was killed by one of the protections member of the Presidency in :
the capital Baghdad. The delegation which consisted of the Ministers !
of Trade, Khairallah Babiker , Minister of Health , Majeed Hamad Amin :
and security officials expressed their sorrow for the incident. Bedaiwi, :
a journalist and university professor who runs the Office of American
Free Iraq Radio in Baghdad was killed on Saturday in unclear circums-
tances by a Kurdish officer in the presidential regiment in Jadriya for- i
tified area in Baghdad. In an unprecedented reaction, Iragi Prime
Minister Nuri al-Maliki attended personally by to the place of the inci-
dent where Bedaiwi was killed and vowed within tribal custom that " :

blood for blood "...shafaag.com

PKK LEADER ASKS TURKEY KURDS TO GO
SYRIAN KURDISTAN TO DEFEND KOBANI
AGAINST ISIS JIHADISTS

March 25, 2014

andil: The military commander of the Kurdistan Workers’ Party i

(PKK) Murat Karayilan asked Turkey Kurds in the Kurdish cities of :
Suruc and Urfa to go to Syrian Kurdistan (Rojava) and fight against the
Islamic-jihadist forces of the Islamic State of Iraq and Sham (ISIS) lin-
ked to al-Qaeda, Hawar News said. According to the report the PKK
official said recent ISIS attacks on Syrian Kurdistan region are attacks :
against the all Kurds and Kurds from the two cities are needed to go to
Syria Kurds regions and fight against the extremist militants. Clashes :
are continuing between the pro-Kurdish People Defense Units (YPG) :
and the ISIS Islamists after the jihadists killed nine Kurdish forces in :

clashes on Saturday. kurdpress.ir | Ekurd.net

ISIS ISLAMIC-JIHADISTS KILL 5 KURDISH YPG
FORCES

March 25, 2014

he Islamic-jihadist forces of the Islamic State of Iraq and Sham (ISIS)

linked to al-Qaeda killed five members of the pro-Kurdish People :
Defense Units (YPG) in a region near Kobani, one of the Kurdish cities
in Syrian Kurdistan and under the control of the Kurdish forces, Hawar
News said. According the repot the Kurdish forces have been stuck in
an ambush of the extremist forces and the jihadists killed all the five
members. The ISIS fighters had killed days ago nine members of the
Kurdish forces in another region in Kobani. Clashes between the two
sides are continuing and the YPG stated its forces will take revenge the

killings. kurdpress.ir | Ekurd.net

SOME KURDISH FAMILIES IN BAGHDAD
RECEIVE DEATH THREATS, AFTER IRAQI
JOURNALIST KILLING IN BAGHDAD BYA o
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i March 26, 2014

Baghdad: In some quarters of Baghdad, Kurdish families have recei-
ved death threats telling them to leave the city. According to wit-
i nesses in Baghdad’s Jadidia Quarter and Amin district, a large number
of local Kurdish families have received handwritten letters demanding
i that they leave Baghdad. The same sources mentioned that the threa-
i tened Kurdish families have visited the office of the Shiite leader
i Mugtada al-Sadr to ask for protection. Mugtada al-Sadr’s office has
i contacted the religious leaders of Najaf, saying that such threats will
i not be tolerated. They have also published the following statement
¢ from Mugqtada al-Sadr himself: “I am responsible for the protection of
i Kurdish families.” Following the murder of an Iragi journalist in
i Baghdad by a Kurdish officer of the Presidency Guard, Iragi Prime
i Minster Nouri al-Maliki visited the scene of the crime and declared
i that the murder would be avenged “blood for blood”...basnews.com

AL-HARAK AL-SHA'BI ASKS KURDISH
: PESHMERGA PROTECTION

i March 27, 2014

raq: Al-Harak Al-Sha'bi, as representatives of the 6 provinces which
¢ Bhave recently revolted, issued their cities' security case in an
i announcement asking the central government to handover the secu-
¢ rity of their cities to Kurdistan's Peshmerga forces. It has been stated
i in the announcement that the group has always supported the people
i of Anbar. They accused Al-Maliki's government for the instabilities,
i saying that he has to pay the price of all the blood-shed in Anbar,
i Baghdad and Diyala. "The violations against Sunni Arabs in Diyala are
i crimes against humanity," the announcement stated. Al-Harak Al-
: Sha'bi asks for foundation of a special force of Sunni Soldiers in the
i unstable areas of Sunnis to protect themselves against sectarian mili-
i tias. As well as, they are demanding establishment of a separate Sunni
i region. pukmedia.com

KURDISTAN, UNHCR WORKING ON HOUS-
: ING FOR IRAQ'S ANBAR REFUGEES

i March 27, 2014

Erbil: Authorities in Iraqgi Kurdistan are working to prepare special
camps for the refugees that fled from Anbar province to Kurdistan.
i Tourists coming in during the Kurdish New Year will send them out of
i their present accommodation. Fighting in Fallujah and Ramadi has dis-
: placed as many as 140,000 people, according to figures by the UN
i High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). They spread themselves
i over Irag, some staying elsewhere in Anbar, others fleeing to
Baghdad, Karbala, Salahaddin, Nineveh and Iraqi Kurdistan. The over
i 14,000 who came to Iraqgi Kurdistan have moved mainly into motels
i and holiday housing in Kurdish holiday towns like Shaglawa, often
i living three-families to one small apartment. When March comes and
¢ tourists flock to the holiday places for Newroz, there will be a big pro-
i blem, predicts Inge Colijn, who heads UNHCR operations in Iragi
i Kurdistan. With the holidaymakers coming in, the prices of accommo-
i dations will most definitely rise...rudaw.net

BARZANI'S KDP MEET TO RESOLVE THE
: KURDISH GOVERNMENT FORMATION

March 31, 2014

Erbil: Kurdistan Democratic Party KDP met in Erbil city to resolve the
composition of the government in Kurdistan region. A Kurdish
i source said that “The meeting was held under the supervision of
i party’s’ leader, Massoud Barzani”. He added that the meeting will dis-
¢ cuss the formation of a government led by KDP or entrusting the
i Ministry of Interior for Change movement. The position of the
i Ministry of Interior is one of the biggest obstacles in the formation of
i the Kurdish government, as Kurdistan Patriotic Union refuses to
i entrust Change movement which is the main rival in its strongholds
i with this position while the latter insists on this position as a condition

for participation in the formation of the government. The Kurdish i
source pointed out that KDP wants all blocs to be involved in the i
government formation...shafaag.com i

KRG SPOKESMAN: NO OIL AGREEMENT
BETWEEN ERBIL AND BAGHDAD

March 30, 2014

rbil: Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) spokesperson Safeen

Dizayee announced that starting in April 100,000 barrels of Kurdish :
oil will be exported on a daily basis through Iraqi oil marketing Co. :
(SOMO) but denied reports that there have been agreements to
export more than this. Dizayee told Anadolu Agency: “The first days of :
April the KRG will start to export 100,000 oil barrels per day through
the Iraqgi oil marketing Co. SOMO.” The exportation of 100,000 oil bar-
rels per day was decided upon two weeks ago. Dizayee said that the :
number of barrels is proof of Kurdistan’s will to solve the oil-related :
problems between Erbil and Baghdad following Erbil’s decision to
export its oil to Turkey. The tension spiked after the KRG constructed
an oil pipeline to Turkey and exported oil independently without
referring back to SOMO, Irag’s oil marketing company. This has led to :
Baghdad threatening Kurds with cutting their 17% of the Iraqi budget
and also delayed the monthly government budget and government
employees’ salaries. Dizaye denied report that the Kurdish :
Government had an agreement with Baghdad to export 400,000 oil :
barrels per day. basnews.com H

12 ISIS ISLAMIC-JIHADISTS AFFILIATED
AZERBAIJANI NATIONALS KILLED IN CLASH-
ES WITH KURDISH YPG

March 30, 2014

obani: In clashes between the Kurdish People's Defense Units i

(YPG) and Islamic-jihadists members of the Islamic State of Iraq :
and Sham (ISIS) linked to al-Qaeda terrorists more than 22 forces of !
the Islamists were killed with 12 of them Azerbaijani nationals, Hawar
News said in a report. Azeri APA media has confirmed the killing of the
nationals, adding that one of the slain nationals have been a body buil- :
ding famous sportsman. It is worth mentioning that the YPG had ear- i
lier confirmed the capture of some bomb attackers from Libya, Sudan,
Denmark and Tunisia. The YPG added clashes between the fighting
sides are continuing in the regions. kurdpress.ir | Ekurd.net H

25 |SIS ISLAMIC-JIHADISTS KILLED IN
CLASHES IN KOBANE

March 30, 2014

obane: 25 Islamic-jihadists of the ISIS (Islamic State of Irag and al- :

Sham) groups were killed in fierce clashes with Western (Syrian)
Kurdistan's People's Defence Units (YPG) in eastern and western :
regions of the Kobané city in Syrian Kurdistan on Wednesday evening. :
According to the reports obtained from YPG sources, ISIS Islamists i
launched an attack against the Xirab Eto village in west Kobané late :
Wednesday evening. Clashes broke out as YPG forces responded to
the attack, killing at least 9 ISIS militants and also seizing a vehicle of
theirs carrying an antiaircraft weapon. Clashes around the village have :
been reported to be continuing this morning as well. Separate clashes
broke out as ISIS Islamists fired mortars targeting villages in the west :
of the Kobané city where clashes broke out following YPG's response
to the attacks. 12 jihadists were killed in an operation YPG launched
against a cultural center used as a base by ISIS groups. ISIS groups also
attempted to enter the Kendal village in the east of the Kobané city :
Wednesday. The ISIS groups whose 4 members were killed in the vil-
lage had to retreat from the region following fierce clashes with YPG :
forces. On the other hand, local sources report that the villages of Zor
Mexar, Evdiko, Kendal, Giré Sor, Vinoteh and Bir Kitik in eastern
Kobané were also targeted by artillery shootings of the Islamists :
whose attacks have caused a great damage in the region. i
firatnews.com H
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L'Irak est-il en train de
perdre le Kurdistan?

Journalism Online Press
24 mars 2014
http://www.jolpress.com

Les exportations de pétrole irakien ont
connu un boom exceptionnel en février.
Reste que la production aurait pu étre
encore supérieure si le différend qui oppose
les autorités fédérales au Kurdistan avait été
résolu, ont regretté les autorités irakiennes.
Le Kurdistan, région jouissant d'une large
autonomie au Nord du pays, exporte en effet
les hydrocarbures gisant dans ses sous-sols
en contournant Bagdad. Soit une perte finan-
cieére séche pour I'Etat fédéral. Surtout, ce
denier n'est-il pas en train de perdre cette
riche région, qui, en s'affranchissant de la
tutelle irakienne sur la plan économique,
deviendrait indépendante de fait ? C'est 1'avis
de Myriam Benraad, spécialiste de 1'ITrak
associée au CERI et a 'IREMAM et analyste
sur le Moyen-Orient au bureau parisien du
Conseil européen sur les relations interna-
tionales (ECFR), qui nous aide a décrypter
les enjeux de cette nouvelle donne.

Les exportations de pétrole irakien ont connu un boom exceptionnel
en février, a fait savoir Bagdad début mars. Plus de 2,8 millions de
barils par jours !

Ce serait un record historique depuis I'invasion en 1990 du Koweit
par l'ancien rais Saddam Hussein, a la suite duquel I'Irak avait été
sous le coup de sanctions internationales et placé sous embargo.

Mais... la production aurait pu étre encore supérieure si le différend
qui oppose les autorités fédérales au Kurdistan avait été résolu, a
regretté le ministre responsable des affaires énergétiques.

La région autonome, située au nord de I'Irak, possede 30% des
réserves pétrolieres du pays. Les autorités d’Erbil - capitale du
Kurdistan - considerent que ces resources énergétiques sont leurs ;
Bagdad estime a I'inverse qu’elles appartiennent au pays tout entier,
qui doit pouvoir profiter des revenus substantiels qu’elles génerent.

UN OLEODUC KURDISTAN-TURQUIE POUR
COURT-CICUITER BAGDAD

Pour contourner le contrble des autorités fédérales, le Kurdistan a
scellé un partenariat stratégique avec la Turquie. Il y a quelques mois
s’est ainsi achevée la construction de I'oléoduc Fichkhabour, qui relie
Tak-Tak, au sud d’Erbi, a Ceyan, sur la cote turque. Une pipeline
longue de 281 kilométres, qui permet aux Kurdes d’exporter directe-
ment leur brut.

Bagdad a répliqué en février en gelant les salaires des fonctionnaires
du Kurdistan irakien. « Le message que les autorités fédérales
envoient a Erbil est que la région ne peut pas tirer avantage des res-
sources qui regorgent dans ses sous-sols a son seul profil tout en pro-
fitant des revenus du pétrole générés au niveau national. », décrypte
I'experte Ruba Husari, qui dirige le site spécialisé Iraq Oil Forum.

La construction de 'oléoduc souléve en effet la question de savoir si

A la suite de l'intervention américaine de 2003, qui a provo-
qué la chute de l'ex-président Saddam Hussein et a la redis-
tribution des cartes politiques en Irak, les Kurdes ont renfor-
cé 'autonomie dont ils jouissaient depuis la fin de la guerre
du Golfe en 1992, et qui est désormais inscrite dans la con-
stitution irakienne de 2005. Sur la photo : la capitale du
Kurdistan irakien, Erbil

« le pétrole vendu a la Turquie est irakien ou kurde », analyse Ruba
Husari. Et donc, in fine, « de définir si le Kurdistan est un Etat de
I'Trak fédéral ou bien un Etat indépendant ».

ERBIL, AUTONOME FINANCIEREMENT ?

Jusqu’ici, s’il avait son propre drapeau, son propre gouvernement,
ses propres forces de sécurité, d'un point de vue financier, le
Kurdistan restait tributaire de I'Irak : « Selon les termes de la
Constitution, la région se voit attribuer 17% du budget national, soit
dix milliards de dollars par an. », rappelle Ruba Husari.

La manne pétroliére qu’il compte exploiter en contournant Bagdad
peut-elle rendre le Kurdistan indépendant sur le plan économique ?
Cela pourrait-il, alors, 'amener a réclamer la pleine souveraineté ?

Eléments de réponse avec Myriam Benraad, spécialiste de
U'Irak associée au CERI et a 'IREMAM et analyste sur le
Moyen-Orient au bureau parisien du Conseil européen sur
les relations internationales (ECFR).

JOL Press : Le gouvernement régional kurde (Kurdistan
Regional Government ou KRG) affirme que 'oléoduc de
Fichkhabour a une capacité de 300 000 barils/jour, un mil-
lion en 2015 et deux millions de 2019. Quelle est la réalité
des capacités de production pétroliere et gaziére du
Kurdistan ?

Myriam Benraad : Les réserves en hydrocarbures (pétrole et gaz
naturel) situées au Kurdistan irakien sont les deuxiémes plus impor-
tantes du pays derriére la région de Bassora au Sud. Elles comptent
pour 45 des 143,1 milliards de barils de pétrole détenus par I'Irak et
1 100 milliards de métres cubes de gaz.

Leur exploitation pourrait bientot signifier deux millions de
barils/jours acheminés, soit les deux tiers de la production irakienne
actuelle. On estime qu’a ’horizon 2020, ce sont jusqu’a 3 millions de
barils/jour qui pourraient quitter le Kurdistan vers le Nord et les
marchés mondiaux.

Le KRG s’est fixé pour objectif prioritaire d’accroitre sa production et
ses exportations. L’achévement de la construction et la mise en ser-
vice du nouvel oléoduc de Fichkhabour, station de pompage située a
la frontiére entre la Turquie et le Kurdistan, va évidemment dans le
sens de cet accroissement considérable des capacités d’exportations
du KRG.

Jusqu’ici, seuls les hydrocarbures extraits du Sud irakien

59



Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

= étaient acheminés vers le port de Ceyhan, via I’oléoduc principal
sous contréle de Bagdad. Or le KRG, qui exporte pour I'essentiel ses
réserves vers son voisin turc, se voyait contraint d’utiliser cet oléoduc
et donc de négocier le niveau de sa production et de ses exportations
avec les autorités centrales irakiennes.

Avec ce nouvel oléoduc, le pétrole kurde pourra étre directement
acheminé vers la Turquie et le reste du monde.

JOL Press : Pourquoi la solution aux tensions entre I'Irak et
le KRG sur la question énergétique ne réside-t-elle pas dans
la Constitution irakienne ?

Myriam Benraad : C'est précisément la Constitution adoptée en
2005 et le flou des deux articles consacrés a la question des hydrocar-
bures et a leur partage qui ont conduit a ces tensions et au conflit qui
oppose depuis pres de dix ans maintenant le Kurdistan a Bagdad.

La Constitution dispose dans son article 111 que « le pétrole et le gaz
sont la propriété de tous les Irakiens dans toutes les régions et les
provinces », sans préciser quelles sont les responsabilités des diffé-
rents niveaux de pouvoir.

L’article 112 dispose ainsi que « le gouvernement fédéral adminis-
trera le pétrole et le gaz extraits des champs existants en coopération
avec les gouvernements des régions et provinces productrices a
condition que les revenus soient distribués de maniere juste et com-
patible avec la distribution démographique du pays ».

Or, I'immense richesse pétroliere détenue par I'Irak se situe essen-
tiellement au Sud (Bassora) et au Nord (Kirkouk). Une premiére
ébauche de loi nationale sur les hydrocarbures avait vu le jour en
2006, mais elle n’a jamais été adoptée en raison du différend entre
les Kurdes et Bagdad quant au degré de décentralisation du secteur
pétrolier.

Tandis que le KRG cherche a avoir le controle le plus grand possible
sur ses ressources, Bagdad essaie au contraire de recentraliser autant
que faire se peut le secteur énergétique et les revenus de la rente. Il
s’agit 1a d’'une bataille économique mais également éminemment
politique et stratégique.

Deés 2007, I'impasse des discussions au Parlement a d’ailleurs
conduit les Kurdes a se doter de leur propre législation régionale sur
les hydrocarbures et a signer leurs propres contrats avec des dizaines
de compagnies pétrolieres. Depuis, le conflit entre Erbil et Bagdad
n’a jamais cessé, et les nouveaux débouchés ouverts par I'oléoduc de
Fichkhabour ne peuvent qu’aviver ces tensions.

JOL Press : L’oléoduc de Fichkhabour ne signe-t-il pas, de
fait, 'indépendance énergétique du KRG ?

Myriam Benraad : De fait, méme si la dynamique d’autonomisa-
tion énergétique et économique du KRG est déja a I'ceuvre depuis
plusieurs années. C’est bien pour cela que Bagdad, qui ne tient pas a
perdre tout controle sur les richesses situées au Nord et craint que
lautonomie kurde n’aboutisse a une indépendance signifiant la fin de
I'Trak national, n’a de cesse de condamner la politique pétroliere
d’Erbil, la qualifiant d’illégale.

Les Kurdes ne semblent pas trop se soucier de la détérioration de
leurs rapports avec Bagdad, sauf bien entendu si le conflit présent
venait a dégénérer en provoquant une réaction armée de la part du
gouvernement central.

Crainte qui n’est pas sans fondement dans la mesure ou le Premier
ministre chiite Nouri al-Maliki, au pouvoir depuis 2006, est
aujourd’hui dans une logique de remilitarisation de I'Trak et de
répression de ses « franges dissidentes » — dont les sunnites au pre-
mier plan, dans la grande province rebelle d’Al-Anbar.

Bagdad se fait livrer de nouvelles armes par les Etats-Unis, y compris
des avions de chasse et des drones, ce qui n’est pas sans inquiéter les
Kurdes.

JOL Press : Le KRG a ses propres forces de sécurité, son
drapeau, etc. Ne lui manquait plus que l'indépendance
financieére pour pouvoir se détacher totalement de I'Irak.
Maintenant que le KRG augmente sa production de pétrole,
sa pleine souveraineté n’est-elle pas acquise dans les faits ?

Myriam Benraad : Depuis 2005, les Kurdes ont leurs propres ins-
titutions, une Constitution régionale distincte de la Constitution ira-

kienne, et leur propre législation (ironiquement devenue un modéle
pour le parlement fédéral...)

Ils possédent leurs propres forces armées, les combattants peshmer-
gas, qui protégent les frontiéres, méme informelles, de leur région
autonome et s’assurent que les territoires disputés, au premier rang
desquels la ville pétrolifere de Kirkouk, ne tombent pas entre les
mains du camp arabe.

L’augmentation de la production et des exportations du KRG vont
indubitablement dans le sens d’'une plus grande autonomie, voire
d’une indépendance de fait, ce qui signifierait bel et bien 'avénement
d’un Kurdistan souverain.

JOL Press : Quelles seraient les conséquences d’une indé-
pendance du Kurdistan sur le reste de I'Trak ?

Myriam Benraad : Sur un plan économique, une indépendance du
Kurdistan signifierait la perte officielle par I'Irak de ses deuxiémes
réserves les plus importantes en pétrole et gaz.

Sur un plan politique, trois scénarios pourraient étre envisagés :

1. dans la mesure ou cette indépendance est aujourd’hui déja presque
acquise, Bagdad ne ferait finalement qu’acter celle-ci — scénario peu
probable compte tenu de I'intransigeance d’Al-Maliki sur le dossier
pétrolier, des territoires toujours disputés, et parce que les Kurdes
sont tres impliqués dans la vie politique fédérale et semblent vouloir
le demeurer ;

2. Bagdad contesterait cette indépendance car elle signifierait la
perte d’'une portion conséquente de son territoire et de ses richesses,
et surtout la fin de ses débouchés au Nord — cette contestation serait
cependant politique, porte ouverte vers des négociations avec le nou-
vel Etat kurde ;

3. un conflit armé éclaterait entre les Kurdes et I'Trak, déclenché par
Bagdad pour reconquérir la zone — pour I’heure ce scénario n’est pas
de mise, mais il n’est pas a exclure dans le futur.

JOL Press : Quel serait 'impact d'une indépendance du
Kurdistan sur les Kurdes résidant dans les trois autres
pays frontaliers (Turquie, Iran, Syrie) ?

Myriam Benraad : Les Kurdes ne forment pas une entité homo-
gene. Cependant, dans les circonstances actuelles, leurs différences
sont mises sous silence au profit d’'une ligne nationaliste propre a
toute leur histoire pendant le XXéme siecle. L'idéal du Kurdistan his-
torique reste omniprésent et rapproche tous les Kurdes, qu’ils soient
d’Irak, d’Iran, de Turquie ou de Syrie.

Le KRG est un modeéle pour ses voisins, syriens en particulier, et son
indépendance formelle pousserait certainement ces derniers a s’en
rapprocher encore plus.

La question porte davantage ici sur la réaction qui serait celle des
pays voisins. Il n’est pas sfir, de fait, que des Etats comme la Turquie
— qui a certes adopté une position plus favorable a I'égard des
Kurdes, mais pour des raisons avant tout économiques — ou I'Iran
s’en accommodent.

JOL Press : Quelles seraient les conséquences d’une prise
d’indépendance sur le Kurdistan lui-méme ?

Myriam Benraad : Cette indépendance, une nouvelle fois, ne ferait
que sanctionner une autonomie déja bien développée. Mais elle pose-
rait plusieurs questions, a la fois au niveau interne et sur un plan
extérieur.

La premiére concernerait les liens entre partis kurdes, PDK et UPK,
qui se partagent actuellement les pouvoirs en bonne entente —
Massoud Barzani (PDK) est leader du KRG et Jalal Talabani (UPK)
de la fédération irakienne. Une indépendance formelle modifierait-
elle ce statu quo en réveillant les divisions historiques entre forces
kurdes ? Pour rappel, une guerre civile avait pris place dans la décen-
nie 1990.

Quant & 'environnement extérieur du nouvel Etat kurde indépen-
dant, il serait tout aussi porteur d’incertitudes : comment les régimes
arabes voisins réagiraient-ils ? Les Kurdes seraient-ils capables de
faire face seuls a une attaque armée les visant ?

JOL Press : Afin de mieux s’affranchir de la tutelle ira-
kienne, le KRG a mis progressivement en place un partena-
riat énergétique étroit avec la Turquie. Le KRG, s’il =
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w  devenait indépendant, pourrait-il former d’autres
alliances dans la région ? Si non, peut-il se contenter
d’avoir un seul allié ? Ne risque-t-il pas de devenir dépen-

dant d’Ankara ?

Myriam Benraad : Il y aurait, en effet, un enjeu pour le Kurdistan
a former de nouvelles alliances et de nouveaux partenariats a
I’échelle régionale, ce qui supposerait de se doter d'une diplomatie
souveraine et plus forte. Pour I'heure, le principal partenaire énergé-
tique et économique des Kurdes reste la Turquie, ce qui crée une
forte dépendance, mais qui n’est pas inéluctable.

Le marché kurde attire en effet beaucoup d’autres investisseurs,
régionaux comme internationaux ; et les efforts d’Ankara pour
accommoder Bagdad pourraient pousser le KRG a vouloir se défaire
de son parrain turc a terme, ce pour étre enfin pleinement indépen-
dant.

JOL Press : Comment le KRG serait-il susceptible d'utilser
la carte pétroliére ? Quels seraient les débouchés de sa pro-
duction ?

Myriam Benraad : Avec le nouvel oléoduc de Fichkhabour, qui
représente une porte de sortie directe de leurs hydrocarbures, il est
probable que les Kurdes cherchent a trouver d’autres débouchés pour
leur pétrole, dont ’Europe au premier plan, par le biais du port de
Ceyhan, en Méditerranée.

JOL Press : La production pétroliére croissante du
Kurdistan peut-elle provoquer un bouleversement dans le
jeu des interdépendances entre Etats sur la question éner-
gétique ? Par exemple, est-ce que, a terme, le gaz kurde
pourrait remplacer celui que la Russie livre a ’Europe ?

Myriam Benraad : Il est évident que la récente crise ukrainienne,
et aujourd’hui 'annexion de la Crimée par la Russie, modifient en
profondeur les cartes, notamment pour les Européens dans le cadre
des sanctions qui visent d’ores et déja Moscou.

1l faudra a I’Europe trouver de nouvelles sources d’approvisionne-

ment, et le gaz kurde pourrait en faire partie, d’autant qu'un certain
nombre de compagnies européennes ont déja signé des contrats avec
les Kurdes, parmi lesquelles Total du c6té francais.

JOL Press : Les Etats-Unis ne veulent pas d’un Kurdistan
indépendant car ils craignent un éclatement de I'Irak.
Comment réagiraient-ils si cela advenait ?

Myriam Benraad : Les Etats-Unis ont poursuivie une politique
pour le moins ambigué a I’égard des Kurdes, car tout en s’opposant a
leur indépendance formelle, ce sont tout de méme eux qui ont sou-
tenu le processus d’autonomisation de leur région, ot ils conservent
de forts intéréts économiques et politiques — les premiers investis-
seurs dans le secteur énergétique kurde sont américains — on peut
citer ici ExxonMobil et Chevron — et les liens unissant le KRG a
Washington demeurent étroits.

JOL Press : Kirkouk est revendiquée par les Kurdes, les
Turkmeénes et les Arabes, et est composées des trois
groupes linguistiques précités plus les Assyriens. Que
deviendrait la ville en cas d’indépendance du Kurdistan ?
Myriam Benraad : Pour I'heure, c’est tres précisément sur la ques-
tion des territoires disputés au Nord que butte la question d'une
indépendance officielle des Kurdes. Le KRG n’est, de fait, pas disposé
ay renoncer, tout comme Bagdad.

Dans cette compétition, Kirkouk constitue un enjeu majeur. Les
Kurdes y représentent les trois quarts de la population et ont
demandé, de longue date, leur rattachement au KRG. Mais leur réfé-
rendum prévu par l'article 140 de la Constitution irakienne a été
reporté plusieurs fois, les Arabes s’opposant a toute annexion.

Si les Kurdes procédaient a un rattachement unilatéral de Kirkouk a
leur région autonome, ou 4 un nouvel Etat indépendant, des vio-
lences éclateraient sans aucun doute. Il faudrait méme s’attendre a
une réaction militaire de Bagdad, tant la situation serait alors deve-
nue explosive. m

Propos recueillis par Coralie Muller pour JOL Press

24 mars 2014

La Turquie, grande gagnante de

I’émancipation du Kurdistan irakien

Journalism Online Press
24 mars 2014
http://www.jolpress.com

Les exportations de pétrole de la région
autonome du Kurdistan irakien se font via des
oléoducs contréolés par les autorités fédérales
d’Irak. Pour contourner cet obstacle, le Kurdistan
a noué un partenariat avec Ankara, matérialisé
par la construction d’un pipeline permettant d'ex-
porter directement le brut vers la Turquie. Si ce
rapprochement est précieux pour Erbil dans sa
démarche d’autonomisation accrue, il nourrit
également ambition de la République turque de
se positionner comme « hub » énergétique incon-
tournable au Moyen-Orient.

Il serpente les terres depuis Taq-Taq jusqu’a Ceylan. L’oléoduc
Fichkhabour, dont la construction s’est achevée il y a quelques mois
seulement, relie le sud d’Erbil, capitale du Kurdistan irakien, a la
cote turque. 281 kilomeétres ou 'or noir coule a flot.

La région autonome du nord de I'Irak et la Turquie ont entamé un
rapprochement aussi spectaculaire que surprenant. Depuis trois
décennies, le conflit qui oppose la guérilla kurde du PKK, implantée

Le pétrole du
Kurdistan
irakien
représente 7%
des réserves
mondiales et
30% des réserves
d'Trak. (Photo
Oleinik Dmitri /
Shutterstock)

au sud-est de la Turquie, aux autorités d’Ankara a fait plus de 45 000
morts. La République turque n’a donc pas vu d'un tres bon oeil I'ins-
tauration d’un gouvernement autonome au Kurdistan irakien suite a
I'invasion américaine en Irak en 2003, par peur que ce modele ne
s’étende et menace son intégrité territoriale.

UN PARTENARIAT STRATEGIQUE

Le gouvernement turc, conduit par Recep Erdogan, a pourtant
décidé depuis de s’en accommoder, au nom d’un choix stratégique :
profiter des ressources pétrolieres et gaziéres qui regorgent dans les
sous-sols du Kurdistan d’Irak, en établissant un partanariat énergé-
tique fort avec Erbil. La stratégie des autorités d’Ankara répond a
trois impératifs cruciaux pour la Turquie.

Le premier : satisfaire le marché intérieur turc. « La Turquie est un
pays qui a une croissance économique rapide [3% en 2013, ndlr] =
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= et qui a des besoins énergétiques qui augmentent. », explique
Francis Perrin, président de Stratégies et Politiques Energétiques
(SPE). Le pays aux 75 millions d’habitants importe déja pour plus de
cinquante milliards de dollars par an de gaz et de pétrole. Et sa
consommation devrait étre multiplée par deux d’ici dix ans selon les
prévisionistes.

Deuxieme impératif : « réduire la dépendance de la Turquie vis-a-vis
de ses principaux fournisseurs d’énergie que sont I'Iran, la Russie, et
I’Azerbaidjan », explique encore Francis Perrin. Ce qui passe néces-
sairement par une diversification de ses sources d’approvisionne-
ment.

Enfin : « Conforter la place de la Turquie comme pays de transit ». Le
pétrole et le gaz kurde qui transitent par la Turquie pour étre rexpor-
tés vers d’autres pays générent pour Ankara de substantiels droits de
transit. Surtout, « cela place la Turquie en position de carrefour éner-
gétique, ce qui renforce son role géopolitique et stratégique, notam-

ment vis-a-vis de 'Union européenne».
COLERE DE BAGHDAD

D’autres projets énergétiques sont déja dans les tuyaux entre Erbil et
Ankara. Toutefois, la Turquie, sous pression américaine -
Whashington, qui redoute plus que tout un éclatement de 1'Irak,
craint que '’émancipation énergétique d’Erbil ne mene a 'indépen-
dance de la région du Kurdistan -, et face a la colére de Baghdad,
freine son appétit.

Ainsi, pour le moment, la Turquie stocke-t-elle le pétrole en prove-
nance du Kurdistan irakien qui transite via l'oléoduc dans des
citernes, sans le reexporter, afin de laisser une chance a un accord tri-
partite d’aboutir.

Mais si le dialogue devait conduire a une impasse, « Ankara fera pas-
ser ses intéréts énérgétiques avant la préservation de ses relations
avec Baghdad », pronostique Francis Perrin. m

[ st

TURQUIE . Erdogan conforté par les urnes

Le parti du Premier ministre Recep Tayyip Erdogan arrive en téte des élections municipales qui
ont eu lieu le 30 mars. Que va faire Erdogan de cette victoire ?

www.courrierinternational.com
Pierre Vanrie
31 mars 2014

"IL NE FAIT aucun doute que le premier
gagnant de cette élection est I'AKP [Parti de
la justice et du développement]", écrit
Rusen Cakir dans Vatan. "Que le parti au
pouvoir obtienne un score proche de 45 %
est incontestablement un succés. La
stratégie du Premier ministre Recep Tayyip
Erdogan qui a fait en sorte que les urnes, et
non pas la justice, soient la référence pour
juger des allégations de corruption qui
peésent sur lui s'est avérée payante. Le cal-
cul du réseau de Fethullah Giilen qui
espérait se débarrasser d'Erdogan a I'occa-
sion de cette élection était donc erroné.”

"Le parti d'extréme droite MHP [Parti de
l'action nationaliste] qui d'habitude ne
brille guére dans les scrutins locaux", pour-
suit R. Cakir, "s'est cette fois distingué en
remportant quelques mairies importantes
(Adana et Mersin, respectivement
cinquieme et dixieme villes de Turquie).
Par ailleurs, en Anatolie centrale et orien-
tale, et méme dans les régions de la mer
Noire, il a fait bonne figure face a un AKP
dominant. Cela va avoir pour conséquence
de compliquer la tiche du Premier ministre
par rapport au processus de paix avec le
PKK [Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan
(PKK) auquel est opposé le MHP]." Quant
au parti prokurde BDP [Parti pour la paix
et la démocratie, proche du PKK], il ren-
force aussi ses positions dans le sud-est
anatolien a majorité kurde. "Le processus
de paix a donc bénéficié a ce parti." "Par
ailleurs, notons la percée du parti islamiste
kurde Hiida-Par, issu du Hizbullah kurde
[sans rapport avec le Hezbollah chiite
libanais] qui méme s'il réalise des scores

relativement modestes [8 % a Batman et 4,5
% a Diyarbakir] devient la troisieme force
politique du sud-est anatolien apres le BDP
et 'AKP."

LE SCRUTIN PRESIDENTIEL ET
LEGISLATIF A VENIR

"Que le premier parti d'opposition, le CHP
[Parti républicain du peuple, kémaliste] ne
l'emporte ni a Istanbul ni a Ankara [ott il est
battu sur le fil par I'AKP] dans un contexte
ol de graves accusations de corruption
pesent sur le parti au pouvoir et qu'il ne
parvienne pas a dépasser les 25 % sur le
plan national annoncent des turbulences au
sein d'un parti qui dans ces conditions a
perdu sa qualité de principal parti d'oppo-
sition."

Fehmi Koru, dans le quotidien progou-
vernemental Star, écrit que "le peuple a
donné dans les urnes la réponse adéquate
lorsqu'il a compris qu'il y avait une tenta-
tive pour manipuler une élection locale qui
allait influencer le scrutin présidentiel et
législatif a venir". Et 1'éditorialiste de Star
de critiquer la stratégie de 1'opposition : "Si
le CHP n'avait pas accepté l'aide venue de
l'extérieur du monde politique [allusion au
réseau Giilen] et avait compté sur ses pro-
pres forces, le résultat de cette élection
aurait peut-étre été différent."

LA PROVOCATION PERMANENTE

Taha Akyol dans Hiirriyet estime que "les
affaires de corruption n'ont pas influencé le
scrutin des lors que 1'électeur estimait que
celles-ci ne menagaient pas sa relative
prospérité économique. Il en aurait été tout
autrement dans un contexte de crise
économique. S'ajoute a cela le facteur 'men-

Le Premier ministre Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, sur le balcon du siége de 'AKP
a Ankara, s’adresse a ses partisans, le 31
mars -AFP[Adem Altan

ace' que I'AKP a habilement utilisé en expli-
quant a I'électorat que 'le complot ourdi par
le réseau Giilen et auquel ont collaboré le
CHP et le MHP menacait une stabilité
économique acquise au cours de ces dix
dernieres années'. Dans ce cas de figure, si
I'AKP perdait, les 'forces extérieures s'en
prendraient aux acquis socio-économiques

et au mode de vie conservateur'.

Hasan Cemal, qui avait appelé a voter pour
le CHP, s'inquiéte sur le site T24 de l'apres-
30 mars et pense que R.T. Erdogan "va
lancer une chasse aux sorcieres qui va
affecter sérieusement les valeurs de démoc-
ratie et de justice en utilisant le prétexte de
Fethullah Giilen". "Il n'y a qu'a écouter le
discours qu'il a prononcé devant ses parti-
sans le soir méme de I'élection”, poursuit
Hasan Cemal. "On aurait dit qu'il faisait
une déclaration de guerre. Il était dans la
provocation permanente. Les propos qu'il a
tenus sont autant de signes que la Turquie,
qui va maintenant vers I'élection présiden-
tielle [prévue en aotit 2014], va étre mar-
quée par encore plus de polarisation.”
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March 27 2014

Oil pipeline politics take

a toll on Kurdish business

Hadeel al Sayegh
March 27, 2014
www.thenational.ae

ERBIL // Maher Akrawe was making a killing
with his business in Erbil late last year.

The surge of contracts and investment pro-
jects provided plentiful opportunities for the
construction contractor.

Today, he is taking small works on existing
projects and complaining that business has
dried up ever since political tensions between
Erbil and Baghdad peaked this year.

“It’s not the same,” Mr Akrawe said.
“There’s no money. Everyone is being affected
here.”

The political row was ignited late last year
after it emerged that the Kurdistan Regional
Authority (KRG) planned to build an oil pipeline
and sell crude independently to Turkey, brea-
king sovereignty norms. The government in
Baghdad retaliated by cutting the Kurdish
region from the national budget.

“What was not expected was Baghdad
taking such measures and mixing political files
with the salaries of Kurdistan employees and
the lives of its citizens, while talks continue
between the two sides,” said the KRG spokes-
man Safeen Dizayee.

This week, tensions simmered further after

a Kurdish officer employed as part of Iraq’s
presidential guard shot dead a Shiite journalist
in Baghdad.

The prime minister, Nouri Al Maliki, said in
televised address: “It will be my responsibility
to avenge this killing and blood can only be
expiated by blood.”

The consequences of the political tension
is reflected across the Kurdish region - from
the ministries all the way down to the private
sector.

The Arab League chose Erbil to be this
year’s Arab capital of tourism. Policymakers
from the KRG and Baghdad provided a US$20

million budget to promote the project, but it
has become mired in the political stalemate.

“Some of the initiatives have been stopped
due to money issues,” said Nozad Hadi, the
governor of Erbil. “This too has been affected
by the Baghdad-Erbil relationship.”

At Erbil’s ancient Qaysari Bazaar, shopkee-
pers complain of a decline in sales as a result
of austerity.

“Everyone here, all the business owners
are just sitting,” said Tony Fuad, who runs the
Abu Jawdat jewellery shop at the bazaar.
“Sales are down by 50 per cent.”

Pavements, which were meant to be reno-
vated through government contracts, have
been left unattended, he said. “It’s not walka-
ble. The workers left after they didn’t get their
salaries for three months. It’s miserable.”

Tenders are being squeezed, while
contracts are on the decline, said Mohannad
Madi, the owner of the popular Al Afandi
Lebanese restaurant in Erbil, along with a num-
ber of other businesses in varied sectors.

“It’s a crisis,” he said. “A big crisis. The
first two quarters of the year - you can’t com-
pensate for the losses. The timing is critical. By
the time Iraq’s elections scheduled for next
month are done we will soon be heading
towards Ramadan, which is a dead season.”

A breakthrough came on March 20 when
the KRG agreed to export crude via Baghdad’s
oil pipeline through the Irag government-
controlled company State Oil Marketing
Organisation as “a gesture of goodwill.”

“Let’s hope for this problem to be resolved
soon,” Mr Akrawe said. “It can’t continue like
this.” O

National

March 29, 2014

Syrian Kurds escape homeland for
safety and work in Kurdish Iraq

Hadeel al Sayegh
March 29, 2014
www.thenational.ae

ERBIL // Dara had dreams of being a popu-
lar oud player in his native Syria.

The Kurd, who escaped Qameshli, a town
about 720 kilometres away from Damascus
and enrolled in a music school before the
almost three-year uprising that sought to
unseat the president Bashar Al Assad.

Today, he is serving nargila pipes to custo-
mers at a cafe in Erbil, the capital of Irag’s
Kurdish region.

“This isn’t my plan, to work in a cafe,”
said Dara. “I’m a foreigner here, but what can
| do? | have to work,” he said. “My wish is to
play my oud at one of the restaurants here.”

Dara is one of the thousands of Syrian
Kurds who have paid to be smuggled out of
their war-torn homeland and who now work in
the services sector.

Erbil is experiencing a burgeoning of

Syrian Kurds, like those at the Quru
Gusik refugee camp east of Erbil,
above, were given residency permits,
so long as they remained in the camps.
Safin Hamed | AFP

Lebanese restaurants that have introduced
Levantine cuisine - shawarma, falafel, hum-
mus. Many Kurds have taken up jobs as chefs
and waiters, introducing a touch of Syrian fla-
vour and hospitality. They have also sought

work at many of the new cafes and hair
salons, while others have bought cars and
work as cab drivers night and day.

With the region’s economic growth expec-
ted to have reached 8 per cent last year, and
bolstered by an estimated 45 billion barrels of
oil reserves, Erbil is enjoying an economic
boom.

The surge is trickling down to the hospita-
lity sector - as many as 250 hotels opened last
year. The growth has spearheaded numerous
job opportunities in the sector.

For Syrian Kurds, their talent is scarce:
with a strong fluency in Arabic, they are at an
advantage over their Iragi counterparts in
catering to the growing number of Lebanese
and Arabian Gulf businessmen and professio-
nals who fly into or reside in the city.

Many lIraqi Kurds, and especially the
young, are not fluent in Arabic. That is a
result of the region’s Kurdisation policies,
which date to the early 1990s when a US-
enforced no-fly zone loosened the Arab =
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®» dictator Saddam Hussein’s grip on the
region.

“Iraqi Kurds are not interested in working
in services. They are mostly interested in
business and trade, oil and gas or real
estate,” said Mohannad Madi, a Lebanese
national who owns the popular Al Afandi res-
taurant in Erbil. “There’s no calibre or
human capital investment for catering to
hospitality. | don’t blame them because
there’s no schools for tourism.”

The Syrian Kurds are attractive as cheap
labour. But this is not their home, and their
Iragi hosts seem to have ambivalent feelings
towards their Syrian guests.

As the uprising evolved into a full-scale
war in Syria, the Kurdish Regional
Government (KRG) in Iraq launched refugee
tents in the village of Domiz to host Kurds

They were given residency permits, so
long as they remained in the camps. Those
who leave the camps to find work are defying
the rules by so doing.

In July of 2012, KRG’s president, Massoud
Barzani, said Kurds fleeing Syria should
return home to defend their homeland. Many
are still being offered training by the Kurdish
rebel forces, the Peshmerga, near the Iraqgi
village of Duhok.

And according to several Syrian Kurds
interviewed, in June 2013 the Erbil govern-
ment stopped renewing the refugees’ resi-
dency permits.

“They’ve stopped giving residency per-
mits here,” says Lana, who works, illegally,
as an interpreter at a Turkish company.
“There’s people who have been living here
and their permits have expired for two years

For Lana, like Dara, Iraq’s Kurdish region
is a haven, but one with limits that have
made their lives as working people difficult.

It is a partial freedom that did not come
easily.

Lana paid a smuggler US$600 to escape
Syria’s Qameshli for the Iraqi Domiz camp.

She then paid an additional $100 each at
a combined value of $400 for her, her hus-
band and two children, for a taxi to smuggle
her out of the numerous checkpoints from
Domiz to Erbil. By contrast, the price for an
ordinary cab ride for the same journey costs
30,000 Iraqi dinar, a little under $30.

“Because of this,” Lana said, “we cannot
leave the capital to Domiz for fear that we
won’t be allowed to get back into Erbil. The
guys at the checkpoints tell us: You want a
permit? Go to the camps.” O

who came in droves seeking a safe haven.

but there’s no enforcement of the law.”

31 mars 2014

Turquie : Erdogan et I'AKP
renforcés par les municipales

Le Monde.fr
Guillaume Perrier
(Istanbul, correspondance)

'adage « qui remporte

Istanbul, conquiert la
Turquie » s'est une fois de plus
vérifié. L'AKP (parti de la justice
et du développement) est resté
maitre de la mégapole de 15 mil-
lions d'habitants, ou vote un
Turc sur cing. Et il a de nouveau
balayé les doutes sur 1'état de sa
popularité au niveau national,
recueillant un large succes.

A Istanbul, le maire sortant
Kadir Topbas, 69 ans, a été
reconduit avec 47,8 % des voix,
selon des résultats non défini-
tifs, contre 40,1 % a son princi-
pal adversaire Mustafa Sarigiil
(CHP), dans ce qui était le prin-
cipal enjeu local de ces munici-
pales.

L'AKP garde la haute main
sur le 'grand Istanbul' malgré
les manifestations de la place
Taksim au printemps dernier et
la fronde contre la politique de
grands travaux de l'équipe au
pouvoir, et malgré les soupgons
de corruption et de l'existence
d'un vaste systéme de malversa-
tions et de marchés publics tru-
qués.

POPULARITE A PEINE
ERODEE

L'opposition n'a pas réussi a
ravir aux proches de Recep
Tayyip Erdogan cette mairie, ou
le premier ministre avait fait ses

armes en politique entre 1994 et
1998... Méme le maire de l'ar-
rondissement conservateur de
Fatih, Mustafa Demir, arrété le
17 décembre et soupgonné
d'avoir délivré des permis de
construire frauduleux, a été
confortablement réélu.

Mais c'est surtout par le
score national que se mesure
cette victoire pour Recep Tayyip
Erdogan qui avait donné a ces
municipales des allures de réfé-
rendum. Avec 45,2 % des votes,
en légere baisse par rapport aux
dernieres élections législatives
(49,9 % en 2011), sa popularité
s'est a peine érodée. Il améliore
méme son résultat de 2009
(38,8 %).

Vainqueur des munici-
pales en Turquie, le chef du gou-
vernement Recep Tayyip
Erdogan menace ses adver-
saires. L’AKP, son Parti de la
justice et du développement, a
recueilli prés de 45 % de suf-
frages, loin devant le CHP, son
principal opposant, qui ne
décroche qu’un peu plus de 28
% des votes. Mais ce n’est pas a
Popposition que s’adressent les
menaces du Premier ministre.
Eclaboussé par un vaste scan-
dale politico-financier, Erdogan
défie son ancien mentor devenu
son ennemi juré I'imam
Fethullah Giilen. Malgré le flot
de critiques, '’homme fort du
pays peut se vanter d’avoir rem-
porté toutes les élections depuis
2002. Hier son parti a méme

Recep Tayyip Erdogan féte la victoire de '’AKP au siége du parti,

le 30 mars.

conservé le controle de la plus
grande ville du pays, Istanbul.
Un scrutin émaillé de violence.
Des affrontements ont éclaté
entre deux familles ennemis du
village de Yuvacik, non loin de
la frontiére syrienne, faisant six
morts. Dans le village de
Golbasi, une autre fusillade
entre clans rivaux a fait deux
morts.

Les affaires, les révélations
d'écoutes illégales et les regle-
ments de compte qui I'oppose a
la confrérie de I'imam Fethullah
Giilen, ne semblent donc pas
avoir affaibli celui qui domine
déja outrageusement la scene
politique turque depuis 2002.

« NETTOYER DEVANT LA
JUSTICE »

Au balcon du siége de 'AKP,
a Ankara, tard dans la nuit, il a
célébré sa « grande victoire »

contre le « statu quo » et « la
défaite de la politique du mon-
tage » menée par ses adver-
saires. Il a promis de « faire
payer » ceux qui, affirme-t-il,
ont ourdi cette machination
pour le faire tomber. «Nous les
poursuivrons jusque dans leur
repaire. L'heure est venu de les
nettoyer devant la justice », a
lancé le premier ministre.

Ces élections qui consti-
tuaient un test crucial pour M.
Erdogan, I'auront conforté dans
son bras de fer avec la justice et
avec le mouvement Giilen. Mais
elles ne devraient pas mettre fin
a la crise politique qui déstabi-
lise la Turquie depuis un an.
D'autant que d'autres scrutins
se profilent dans les prochains
mois avec la présidentielle en
aolt et des législatives, au plus
tard, en 2015. m
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Turkey's local elections

A referendum on
Erdogan’s rule

Mar 31st 2014,
by A.Z. | ISTANBUL
www.economist.com

i TURKEY’S prime minister, Recep Tayyip
i Erdogan, claimed victory after his party per-
¢ formed strongly in nationwide local polls
i that were billed as a referendum on his
i rule. With 98% of the ballots counted, his
i ruling Justice and Development (AK) party
i had bagged just over 45% of the vote. This
i strong showing in the face of corruption
i allegations against Mr Erdogan, his children
i and senior AK officials gives Mr Erdogan a
i mandate to run for the presidency when it
i becomes free in August.

i Addressing party supporters from the bal-
i cony of his party’s headquarters in Ankara, a
¢ triumphant Mr Erdogan hinted that his next
i move would be upstairs to the Cankaya
i palace, the seat of the president. Flanked
i by his wife, Emine, and his younger son,
i Bilal, who has figured prominently in the
i graft claims, Mr Erdogan said: “We are
i ready to devote ourselves to whatever mis-
i sion we are entrusted with.”

i Mr Erdogan also threatened to settle scores
i with his enemies. “We will enter their lair.
i They will pay for this. From tomorrow there
i may be some who flee,” he thundered. Mr
i Erdogan was referring to his former ally,
i Fethullah Gulen, a Sunni cleric who com-
i mands a global network of schools, media
i outlets and charities. The Pennsylvania-
i based preacher is thought to be behind a
i slew of leaked tape-recordings, part of a
i campaign to topple Mr Erdogan and his gov-
i ernment. The most recent leak was of an
i illicitly recorded conversation between

Turkey’s foreign minister Ahmet Davutoglu
and several top officials including the coun-
try’s spy chief, Hakan Fidan, during which
they discuss plans to provoke war with
Syria.

None of this boosted the ratings of the pro-
secular main opposition party, the
Republican People’s Party (CHP), which
trailed behind with 28% of the vote. The
CHP was expected to squeeze AK in the
country’s largest city, Istanbul, and to win
the capital, Ankara. In the event AK sailed
through in Istanbul and squeaked past the
CHP in Ankara.

The CHP leader, Kemal Kilicdaroglu, will be
blamed by the Kemalist old guard, who dis-
approve of his efforts to reform the party
and will almost certainly seek to oust him.
“They already stacked the wood under him,
poured kerosene over it and now they will
strike the match,” predicts a young CHP
parliamentarian who backs Mr Kilicdaroglu.

Yesterday's other big winners were the
Kurds. The pro-Kurdish Peace and
Democracy Party (BDP) increased the num-
ber of cities under its control in the mainly
Kurdish south-east region from eight to 11,

snatching the

religiously conservative i

provinces of Mardin, Bitlis and Agri from AK.

Not surprisingly, the CHP received a miser- :
able 1% in the Kurdish provinces; save for his :
native Tunceli, Mr Kilicdaroglu did not set
foot in any of them during the campaign. i
Critics say the CHP’s chronic failure to :
appeal to conservatives and Kurds lies at the :
heart of its humiliating defeat. Yet the left :
in Turkey has historically never won more i
than a third of the vote. Credible opposition !
to Mr Erdogan can come only from within his :
own party; the likelihood of a palace coup
seems even more remote after yesterday’s !

result.

Even so, Mr Erdogan cannot afford to be :
complacent. His increasingly authoritarian i
methods of stifling dissent (Twitter and
YouTube have been blocked) may not cost
him votes at home but they have tarnished
his international image. Turkey’s Western :
friends are increasingly nervous about Mr :
Erdogan’s erratic ways. And though Turkey
has managed to emerge largely unscathed
from the global financial crisis, its economy i
is slowing down. AK may not be able to :
afford the big-ticket projects it is has prom-
ised to deliver, including building a third air-
port and third bridge over the Bosporus in
Istanbul. AK’s strong showing is linked to its :
strong economic performance in the past. :
Markets reacted positively to the outcome.
After months in the doldrums, the Turkish :

lira rallied against the dollar.

It is the conflict in neighbouring Syria that
may prove to be Mr Erdogan’s biggest
headache. Tellingly AK lost Antakya, the
administrative capital of Hatay, home to the :
country’s tiny Arab Alawite minority, who !
are co-religionists of Syria’s president, :
Bashar Assad, to the CHP. Bordering Syria, :
Hatay has been flooded with Syrian refugees
and opposition fighters, including jihadists. :
Most Turks are opposed to Mr Erdogan’s :
overt backing for the Syrian rebels. In an
ominous sign during his balcony address Mr :
Erdogan declared that Turkey was already at i
war against its former Ottoman dominion.e

Turkey court frees 45
Kurdish suspects in
militant case

ISTANBUL - March 27, 2014 (Reuters)

A Turkish court released 45 defendants, including journalists and poli-
tical activists, accused of links to Kurdish militants on Thursday, a
small step in the country's ongoing efforts to end a Kurdish insur-

gency.

ners.

States.

the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) militant group, after changes to
Turkey's anti-terrorism laws which reduced the maximum pre-trial
detention period from 10 years to five years.

PKK fighters began withdrawing from Turkey to bases in northern Iraq
last May after a ceasefire was declared but stopped the move in
September, citing government failures to take steps to advance the broa-
der peace process. Their demands included the release of political priso-

The ceasefire is holding despite isolated incidents of unrest. The PKK is
designated a terrorist group by Turkey, the European Union and United

The PKK insurgency has marred Turkey's human rights record and crip-
pled the economy in the mainly Kurdish southeast. More than 40,000

people have been killed in fighting since 1984, most of them Kurds. O

Lawyers had demanded the release of the defendants, on trial for links to
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Turkey s pro-Kurdish Peace and Democracy
Party BDP won 3 metropolitan cities

BDP wins 11 cities, 68 districts and 23 sub-districts

www.ekurd.net
i March 31, 2014

IYARBAKIR-AMED, Turkey's Kurdish region,— According to unof-
ficial results the pro-Kurdish Peace and Democracy Party (BDP) has

i won 11 cities, including 3 metropolitan municipalities, 68 districts and
i 23 sub-districts at the local elections.

i BDP fielded candidates in 22 provinces at the elections which took
i place yesterday. BDP Co-President Selahattin Demirtas said the party
i had achieved its goals and forced the AKP into retreat in Kurdistan.

i According to unconfirmed results the BDP has increased its number of
i municipalities to 102, including its gaining of three more cities. In
i some districts debate continues over the results. While the BDP lost
i votes in some provinces compared with the elections of 2009, it achie-
i ved record high votes in others.

i In 2009 the BDP received 5.21% of the vote, whereas in yesterday's
i elections the combined BDP and HDP vote reached 6.36%.

i Mardin, Agri and Bitlis were won by the BDP for the first time, while
i the party retained Amed, Batman, Van, Dersim, Siirt, Hakkari, Sirnak
i and Igdir.

i The Peace and Democracy Party (BDP) has won 3 metropolitan cities
i (Amed, Van and Mardin), 8 provinces and 66 districts in Kurdistan.
i Bitlis, Mardin and Agri are the new municipalities taken by the BDP.

In Amed, BDP took 54 percent of the votes and took 15 districts of the
i main Kurdish city.

¢ In Van, BDP received 52 percent votes and won the municipalities of
i 12 districts.

This is the first time the BDP has taken the local administration in Bitlis,
: receiving 44 percent of the votes and also winning the municipalities
i of Hizan, Mutki, Glroymak and Ahlat.

i Former chair of the DTK (Democratic Society Congress), Ahmet Turk
i who run as an independent candidate due to his political ban, won the
i elections getting 52 percent of the votes. BDP Also took the municipa-
i lities of Dargegit, Derik, Kiziltepe, Mazidagi and Nusaybin districts.

In Erzurum, BDP won the local administration of Karayazi, Tekman,
: Hinis, Karagoban districts for the first time, and also remained in the
i lead in Karakogan district of Elazig.

BDP has broken a record in Sirnak where it received some 60 percent
i of the votes and won all districts except for Guglikonak district.

BDP also took the municipality of Hakkari and all its districts.

The municipality of Agri, and its Diyadin, Dogubeyazit and Tutak dis-
i tricts were also won by the BDP.

i BDP took the municipality of 1gdir, and its Tuzluca district, of Batman

i and its Besiri and Gercis districts, of Siirt and its Baykan and Eruh dis-
i tricts.

The municipality of Dersim was also won by the BDP.

BDP also won in Surug, Viransehir, Bozova and Halfeti districts of Urfa,
i as well as Malazgirt, Varto and Bulanik districts of Mus and Digor in
i Kars.

The Akdeniz district of Mersin has been the only municipality taken by
i the BDP in the west of Turkey.

DEMIRTAS: RESULTS SHOW POLARIZED TURKEY

In a statement assessing the results of local elections, BDP co-chair
i Selahattin Demirtas said the results have revealed the presence of a
: very sharp polarization in Turkey.

i BDP co-chair said the process of local elections should be discussed for
i a long time for it didn't witness any discussion about local elections
i and passed instead as if a process of general elections.

According to Demirtas, the Gezi uprising of last June, 17 December's
i corruption and bribery operation and recently leaked tapes have

affected the election process, adding that the results have also revea-
led that voters predominantly maintained their political view. :

Remarking that the BDP reached 80 percent in the Kurdish region
before the elections, BDP co-chair said the party had the potential to
receive more votes but failed to do so because of the ongoing impri- i
sonment of its politicians, the discrimination it has faced and the lack
of media support for the party. Demirtas said the state-run Anadolu
Agency and TRT imposed an embargo on the BDP and gave no cove- :
rage to its propaganda within this process. i

According to Demirtas, women are the only winners of the local elec-
tions and that they have achieved a great success in both BDP and HDP :
(Peoples' Democratic Party). i

BDP co-chair criticized Turkish Prime Minister Erdogan for using a dis-
criminative language during the election campaigning process as if the
country would have a war not elections. :

He said it was very important that BDP made AKP suffer a downfall in
the areas it competed the AKP, and managed to increase the number :
of its municipalities. :

BDP co-chair remarked that they would conduct researches in the
areas where BDP has lost and received less votes. i

Demirtas said BDP stood by all the promises it made before the elec-
tions, and wouldwww.Ekurd.net be doing its best to fulfill them and
conducting a much more comprehensive work in the coming period.

He said local elections have been a kind of rehearsal for the general
elections when -he added- they expected to achieve a greater success.

Drawing attention to the success BDP and HDP have achieved, :
Demirtas said it was not easy to achieve this as an opposition and
grassroots movement. :

VOTE RATES ACROSS TURKEY

The difference between AA and Cihan News Agecy in the process of !
vote counting has kept on. :
According to both of the news agency the vote rates as of 11:30 am
local time can be seen below: H
According to Anatolia Agency, opened ballot boxes: 97.66
The percentages of the parties:

AKP: 45.55%
CHP: 27.91%
MHP: 15.6%
BDP: 4.01%

According to Cihan News Agency,
opened ballot boxes: 92.65

The percentages of the parties:

AKP: 43.20%
CHP: 26.13%
MHP: 17.68%
BDP: 4.54%

Ahmet Tiirk, an independent
backed by the BDP, won polls
in Mardin. AFP Photo

According to the party assembly elections in 2009 the percentages of
the vote distributions were as the following: i

AKP: 38.39%
CHP: 23.08%
MHP: 15.97%
DTP: 5.70% (AS/BD)

Copyright ©, respective author or news agency, firatnews.com |
bianet.org | Ekurd.net
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