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IRAQ:

BAGHDAD THREATENS TO FREEZE KURDISTAN’S SHARE OF THE BUDGET

espite the many meet-
ings this winter
between KRG delega-
tions and the Iraqi
Central government,
the crisis over the budget and oil
policy between Erbil and
Baghdad has not calmed down
but rather threatens to turn into a
form of financial blackmail. At the
beginning of February, the
Kurdish Region’s Minister for
Natural Resources confirmed that
the KRG had started delivering
oil to Turkey (2 mullion barrels of
crude in January with the aim of
12 million barrels a month by the
end of the year) — which
Baghdad still considers illegal.

On 18 February, another meeting
between a Kurdish delegation
(led by Négirvan Barzani, the
Kurdish Prime Minister) and the

Central government took place in
Baghdad and was just as ineffec-
tive as the previous ones. The
Iraqi Prime Minister’s office
merely stated, in a communiqué,
the wish of both parties “to reach
an agreement” while the Iraqi Oil
Minister, Abdul Karim Luaibi,
confirmed that negotiations
would continue “until the conflict
with the KRG was resolved” .

However, this conciliatory tone
was oddly in contrast with the
other aspect of the conflict, that
over the portion of the budget
allocated to the Kurdistan Region.
Baghdad'’s reduction of this from
17% to 11% is strongly opposed
by the Kurds, both those in the
KRG and those in the Iraqi
Cabinet. On the very day that
Nécirvan Barzani ended his meet-
ing with the Iraqi government,

the Iraqi Assistant Minister of
Finance, Fazil Nabil, a Kurd,
threatened to resign from the
government if the KRG did not
receive “its fair share” of the bud-
get. Fazil Nabi accused point
blank Nuri al-Maliki and Hussein
Sharistani (the Deputy Prime
Minister, who has been fighting
against Erbil on the oil issue for
years past).

“Maliki has ordered the cut in the
budget to get the population of the
Kurdistan Region to revolt against
the Regional Government”, he
declared in an interview with the
Kurdish daily Rudaw. “Baghdad
has never been as tough against the
Kurds before — it has used threats
before, but never to this extent” .

The Assistant Minister explained
that he had anticipated this mea-
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sure by his own Minister and the
Iraqi Deputy Premier, by rapidly
sending to the KRG the money
due for paying the Kurdish civil
servants their wages for the
month of January on the 8 of
the month, before his superiors
had decided to cut funds to his
fellow countrymen — which
happened soon after. Fazil Nabi
said he had had “a very tough”
argument with his Finance
Minister, from which he had
come convinced that Nuri al-
Maliki and Hussein Sharistani
“were behind all this”. According
to him, Nuri Maliki had even
insisted on cutting the Kurdish
share of the budget saying “Let
the Kurds revolt against the KRG!”.

If these remarks attributed to the
Iraqi Prime Minister are exact,
Nuri Maliki’s strategy in antici-
pating a revolt of the Kurds
against their leaders because
they had been “punished” by
Baghdad says a lot about the
psychological ignorance and
blindness of the central govern-
ment regarding Kurdish public
opinion which, by an over-
whelming majority, would
rather opt for independence if
given the opportunity.

Fazil Nabil’'s “preventive” reflex
also is a clear indication of Iraq’s
internal disintegration, where
Sunni Arabs are in a state of vir-
tual insurrection and Kurdish
Ministers in the Iraqi Cabinet
engage in on the spot resistance
to defend the Constitutional
rights of their Region.

In direct reply to and basically
confirming Fazil Nabil’s accusa-
tions, Hussein Sharistani stated
in a televised interview on 20
February, that the Finance
Minister had, in the end, sent
enough funds to cover the wages
of the Kurdish civil servants
(but, as we know thanks to Fazil
Nabil) but that he was facing “a
liquidity crisis” and would not be

able to pay their February wages
“so long as the Region did not send
its oil exports to Iraq”.

Hussein  Sharistani  also
announced, while he was at it,
that the Kurds had finally
accepted to export their crude
through SOMO, the State organi-
sation responsible for selling
Iraqi oil and linked to the Iraqi
Oil Ministry.

“After hours of discussion in our
meeting we finally agreed that our
Kurdish brothers be represented in
the SOMOQO, which is the sole
national outlet responsible for oil”.

Sharistani affirmed that his gov-
ernment had no “objection” to
the KRG exporting its oil — on
condition that SOMO controlled
the sales mechanisms, the
turnover and the revenues.

From the start of this conflict, tri-
umphant statements regarding
the resolution of problems made
by one side were straight away
contradicted by the other — and
this was no exception to the rule
... The KRG spokesman, Safeen
Dizayee, immediately reacted to
Hussein Sharistani’s remarks by
retorting that his government
had in no way agreed to the
supervision of its crude exports
by SOMO, which he considered
equivalent to placing Kurdistan
“at Baghdad’s mercy” and that
“discussions were continuing” The
Kurds proposed, on the con-
trary, to deposit Kurdistan’s oil
revenues at the Iraqi Central
Bank, on condition that they had
free use of their account there,
after the Kurdish Parliament had
ratified the overall budget

Safeen Dizayee also accused
Baghdad of acting in this way to
satisfy the rank and file of cer-
tain “influential parties” with an
eye to the coming Iraqi
Parliamentary elections. The
Kurdish Government’s
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spokesman unsparingly taunted
the Iraqi politicians, adding that
many of them aught to thank the
Region for providing an eco-
nomic area in Iraq that was so
favourable in terms of security
and stability that many of them
used it for their own personal
ends, as for example settling
their families there, far from
Baghdad’s instability, insecurity
and terrorism as well as that of
other Iraqi towns.

“The bulk of Baghdad officials and
politicians go there to work five days a
week and spend their weekends in the
Region”.

As for “the Kurdish street”, it was
not in revolt against its govern-
ment. Strikes had begun to take
place in Suleimaniah Province,
when some workers complained
of not being paid at the end of
January and a demonstration had
been organised by the Kurdistan
Communist Party and the
Workers’ Party on 11 February in
front of the city’s Parliamentary
offices. The days before, the staff
of the Suleimaniah Water and
Electricity Departments had
demonstrated for the same reason.

It was then that the Finance
Ministry issued a communiqué
stating that the cause of the delays
in payment were due to the block-
ing of funds by the Central gov-
ernment.

The next day, 12 February, the
Kurdistan Investors Union
announced that it hoped to
deposit 100 billion dinars at the
Suleimaniah branch of the
Kurdistan Central Bank after
organising a collection among
Kurdish investors and business-
men so as to pay the wages of
local civil officials.

On 23 February, some Kurdistan
representatives in the Iraqi
Parliament and the Federal
Government, representatives of the
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Region’s different political factions
and the Regional Government met
in a conference at Erbil to discuss
the latest political developments
and agree on a common four-point
statement in response to the Iraqi
economic sanctions. The statement
was unanimously approved by
those taking part:

“In  accordance with the
Constitution, Iraqi Kurdistan is part
of Iraq and is thus endowed with
all the rights and powers set forth
in that constitution. This includes
its share of the budget resulting
from the national revenue. The gov-
ernment cannot, under any pretext,
reduce wages as a means of putting
pressure on the KRG.
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Although the KRG has other
options for meeting the popula-
tion’s wages and other needs, nega-
tions must take place between the
Iraqi Federal Government and the
KRG based on respect for the
Constitutional rights of the
Kurdistan Region.

We call on the Iraqi Prime Minister
to put an end to this illegal and
unconstitutional policy. The share
of the budget and the wages of the
Kurdistan Region are constitutional
rights and must not be withheld.
The outstanding issues with the
KRG must be resolved by dialogue
and negotiation.

We call on the religious authorities,
the United Nations, the govern-
ments and countries having rela-
tions with Irag, the member States
of the Islamic Conference
Organisation and the member
States of the Arab League to
assume their responsibility by
using their influence to put an end
to the policy of economic sanctions
being conducted against the popu-
lation and government of the
Kurdistan Region. This policy is
totally unjustified and in flagrant
violation of the Constitutional Law
and against the international agree-
ments and fundamental principles
of Human Rights.

ERBIL:

FORMING THE NEW CABINET IS MARKING TIME

ix months after the

September 2013

Parliamentary elections,

which saw the victory of

the Kurdistan Democratic
Party (KDP) and the defeat of the
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK)
by Gorran, the principal opposition
movement, the new Kurdish
Regional Government still hasn’t
been formed.

On 5 February, a meeting took
place between the Region’s
Prime Minister, Nécirvan
Barzani, and Nawshirwan
Mustafa, the leader of Gorran,
but it failed to reach an agree-
ment and neither of the parties
has made any official statement
on the meeting’s conclusions.

The principal block seems to
come from the respective claims
of the PUK and Gorran, the two
rival parties many based on
Suleimaniah, both claiming the
right to several Key posts, such
as the Region’s Deputy Prime
Minister, a position that previ-
ously had gone to a PUK mem-
ber when the Prime Minister
was KDP — which is the present
situation.

Gorran is said to have begun by
demanding this position because
of its indisputable victory over
the PUK, which it outvoted in the
last elections. The PUK, however,
advanced its long alliance with
the KDP, considering that the lat-
ter should not deprive it of this
position, which is perhaps also
important in its view because it
represents the principle of power-
sharing between Minister and
Assistant Minister. This was set
up, for the first time after the 1992
elections in order to avoid (unsuc-
cessfully) a civil war. To renounce
this would publicly confirm the
PUK’s loss of influence and politi-
cal weight as a result to dropping
from 2" to 3rd place.

Aram Sheikh Mohammed, head
of Gorran’s election committee,
who has acted as Gorran
spokesman in these negotiations
and also as its press officer, accus-
es the KDP and, even more the
PUK for this delay, saying they
are incapable of dropping the
forms of a compromise inherited
from Kurdish political history,
which have no weight today
because of the new situation
resulting from the elections.

On 11 February, when public
opinion was getting impatient
and protest demonstrations were
being held in Suleimaniah by
civil associations and organisa-
tions, the KDP and Gorran
announced that an agreement
had been reached — Mustafa’s
party accepting to have the post
of Minister of the Interior,
instead of that of Deputy Prime
Minister, and to have the
Speaker of Parliament instead of
Vice President of the Region.

The PUK would thus retain the
post of Deputy Prime Minister.
With regard to the post of Minister
of the Interior, which would go to
Gorran, the agreement stipulated
that this depended on the approval
of all the political parties with
members in the Cabinet.

However, no sooner had this agree-
ment been announced in the press
than Gorran denied, through Aram
Sheikh Mohammed, any final deci-
sion: “There is no official result of the
discussions held between the movement
(Gorran) and the KDP” .

On 13 February, a Gorran dele-
gation, led by its head,
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Nawshirwan Mustafa, arrived at
Erbil this time to meet the
Region’s President. Masud
Barzani. Nawshirwan Mustafa is
said to have insisted that a
Cabinet be formed “as quickly as
possible”, to which the President
had assented, as Aram Sheikh
Mohamed declared to the daily
Awene.

What emerged from this meeting,
according to KNN, was that the
Ministry of Natural Resources (a
key post at a time when the crisis
with Baghdad was at its height)
would go to the KDP while
Gorran would be confirmed in it
its attribution of the Ministry of
the Interior and of the post of
Speaker of Parliament.

Discussions were still taking place
in mid-February, however, when
Dr. Ako Hama Karim, one of the
members of the Gorran delega-
tion, repeated that his party would
never give way on the attribution
of Minister of the Interior, “a red
line” that would condition any
future participation in this eighth
Cabinet. According to the
Sharpress Agency, the KDP had
proposed that Gorran should give
up the Ministry of the Interior and
accept that of Finance in its place
— unsuccessfully...

According to Shafaaq News,
Gorran'’s insistence on having the
Interior (which is combined with
that of the Peshmergas) comes
from its desire to control
Suleimaniah Province faced with a
PUK that was balking at letting it
take office. Gorran accuses the
PUK (and, to some extent the
KDP) of having put pressure on
the electorate, through the police
force and, especially, the local offi-
cials to reorient their vote. Thus, it
affirms, the preceding government
had fired 1000 members of the
staff of several administrative
departments suspected of being
members or sympathisers of
Gorran.

Will the understanding between
the KDP and its former ally dete-
riorate as the negotiations drag
out and Gorran gradually secures
the positions that it is demand-
ing? At any rate, the two parties
are blaming one another for the
deadlocks. The PUK does not
seem ready to “give up the
Interior”, according to a member
(anonymous so far) of its Political
Committee, speaking in confi-
dence to the daily Hawlati.
According to him, his party had
not accepted the attribution of the
Interior to Gorran and would
continue to put pressure on the
KDP on this issue in the hop of
either keeping the Interior or the
Peshmergas (preferably the first).

Wasta Rasul, another PUK
leader, is even said to have
started that as his party had
“the military power” the
Interior was due to it by
right.

As far as the Deputy Prime
Minister’s post is concerned,
there are three PUK candi-
dates standing: Hakim Qadir,
a member of the Political
Committee Executive, Imad
Ahmed, also a member of the
Political Committee and the
outgoing Deputy PM and
finally Qubad Talabani, the
son of the Iraqi President and
PUK General Secretary, Jalal
Talabani.

Indeed, the PUK’s political situ-
ation is further complicated by
the party’s internal differences,
especially as its recent defeat
has not eased the dissensions
between it leaders, who were
fighting over the succession to
Jalal Talabani even before the
elections.

Thus the PUK’s Fourth
Congress, which was due to
take place on 31 January, was
postponed sine die by the
party’s leading organs.
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On 2 February, the PUK'’s
Assistant General Secretary, Dr.
Barham Salih, resigned from his
position stating to the press
that he was henceforth only “an
ordinary member of the party”
and would remain so until the
party succeeded in resolving its
internal problems and held its
Fourth Congress.

Barham Salih’s resignation and
the postponing of the Fourth
Congress to an undetermined
date worried the Kurdish
Government as this only wors-
ened the poor security climate
in Suleimaniah Province, which
had recently been shaken by
several political assassinations.
On learning the news the Prime
Minister, Nécgirvan Barzani,
warned that any danger threat-
ening the province’s “safety”
and “stability” would be a “red
line”. The daily paper Rudaw
also reported that Iranian dele-
gations were trying to act as
mediators within the PUK. Iran,
indeed, is worried at the
“descent to inferno” of the
Kurdish party with which it
had closer relations than with
the other Kurdish parties.

On 21 January Mrs Hero
Talabani, the wife of President
Talabani, had refuted rumours
that she wanted to postpone the
Fourth Congress, stating that,
on the contrary she was doing
her utmost to ensure it was
held and successful.
Nevertheless, five days later the
PUK Managing Council and
General Assembly decided to
adjourn the Congress until the
party’s situation was “more
appropriate” for it to be held.

The PUK’s internal crisis is in
danger of becoming a major
political crisis for Kurdistan as
a whole, hindering the forma-
tion of a government of nation-
al unity, which the population
is expecting.
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THE RIGHTS OF THE PRESS:

THE 2013 REPORTS OF REPORTERS WITHOUT BORDERS AND
THE COMMITTEE FOR DEFENDING JOURNALISTS

wo reports regarding
freedom of the press
and information in the
world during the year
2013 were recently
published. One is by Reporters
without Borders (RSF) and the
other is by the Committee for the
Protection of Journalists (CPJ).

Unsurprisingly, Syria is in the
bottom ranks of Reporters with-
out Borders’ (RSF) classification.
Coming in position 176 (out of
180). RSF points out that “of all
the countries classified, it is the one
where abuses of power are the most
frequent. Information professionals
are take as targets by the different
parties in the conflict, by the reqular
army and by the opposition factions
that are waging a war on informa-
tion”.

CPJ also classes Syria as the
deadliest country for journalists
who since 2013 have also been
faced with supplementary
threats from some radical
Islamic groups. The number of
kidnappings trebled in 2013.
Many of the kidnapped journal-
ists are held by groups affiliated
to al-Qaida or to the Islamic
State of Iraq and the Levant.
However, armed factions com-
ing from the ranks of the Free
Syrian Army or pro-government
groups are also blamed for some
violations of press freedom,
detentions and murders. Many
foreign correspondents now
refuse to enter the country and
Syrian journalists have a choice
between exile or living in fear.
At least 61 Syrian and foreign
journalists were kidnapped in
2013 by different groups in the
field, sometimes by non-Syrian
fighters, (there were only 23 kid-
nappings of journalists in 2012).
Some of these journalists were
released or managed to escape

but, at the end of 2013, the fate
of 30 of them remains unknown.

There were 29 journalists, for-
eign or Syrian, last year, includ-
ing the photographer Olivier
Voisin, who was wounded in
Syria but died of wounds in
Turkey soon after.

Iran comes in the 174t place in
the RSF classification. The
Ministry of Information and the
Guardians of the Revolution
continue to control all informa-
tion, be it through the written
press, Internet sites or audiovi-
sual media. RSF also talks of an
“internationalisation of repres-
sion because the families of
Iranian journalists working
abroad or for Iranian-based for-
eign media are “taken as
hostages”. The Islamic Republic
also earns the titled of the “fifth
largest prison in the world for
agents of news and information”.

Throughout the election period
until the elections in June 2013,
Ahmedinjad’s government
indulged in preventive arrests,
closed down newspapers and
banned publications, exerted
pressure on the families of exiled
journalists and deliberately
slowed down Internet traffic.
Foreign correspondents had dif-
ficulty in securing visas and
those that were able to go to Iran
faced all kinds of restrictions in
the field.

Ahmedinjad’s government also
openly acknowledged its policy
of repressing the media, arguing
that it was a matter of thwarting
“a BBC plot against the Islamic
Republic”. Thus in March 2013
the Minister of Information,
Heydar Moslehi, declared: “600
Iranian journalists are part of a net-
work of spies working against the

State in association with the BBC.
Their arrests were aimed at prevent-
ing the emergence of any sedition
during the elections”. Between 26
January and 6 March the CPJ
recorded the arrest of 20 journal-
ists in an extensive wave of
repression aimed at stifling any
dissent before polling day. At
least 24 families of people work-
ing for the BBC or Radio Farda
were subjected to harassment
and intimidation from the
authorities.

Over and above the usual cen-
soring of Internet, the govern-
ment took extraordinary mea-
sures to limit exchanges on line,
using the closest surveillance
instruments of private networks.
In general, Twitter and Facebook
were blocked in the country,
even if, paradoxically many
leading members of the regime
have official or semi-official
accounts on these networks.

Turkey (classed 154th by RSF)
won first place as the “biggest
prison in the world for journalists”.
RSF attacked “the State’s security
paranoia, which tends to see every
criticism as the result of plots
hatched by a variety of illegal organ-
isations” which “became still more
accentuated in the course of a year
marked by a considerable increase in
tension over the Kurdish question” .

CP]J also describes Turkey as
being “the worst dungeon for the
press” with 40 journalists in jail
— the overwhelming majority of
whom being Kurds. The authori-
ties continue to harass and cen-
sor any critical voice, for exam-
ple be having people working in
the media fired.

Thus nearly 80 journalists have
been fired or forced to resign for
having covered the events in
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Gazi Park in June 2013. In gener-
al the Turkish government is
highlighted for its attempts at
censorship and its threats and
restriction on the use of Internet.

The CPJ also notes that the pro-
cess of negotiations begun with
the PKK has not, for the
moment, succeeded in freeing
the Kurdish journalists. The
legal amendments undertaken
by the government have not
brought about any effective
reform of the laws hampering
freedom of the press and expres-
sion of opinion other than “a
timid advance” that may limit the
use of the measures against “fer-
rorist propaganda” — widely used
against journalists, publishers
and writers. However, the
amendments have retained one
of the most freedom-strangling
articles against the press — the
one that allows conviction for
“membership of an armed organisa-
tion” of some 60% of the journal-
ists imprisoned in Turkey as of
15t December 2013.

Amongst the cases of harass-
ment and threats against jour-
nalists that are current in
Turkey, the CPJ cited the cam-
paign of attacks on Twitter
waged by the Mayor of Ankara,
Melih Gokgek, against a Turkish
journalist working for the BBC,
Selin Girit, in June 2013, publicly
describing him as “a traitor and
spy” on Internet for covering
some anti-government demon-
strations.

During the Gezi Park events, at
least 22 journalists were fired
and 37 others obliged to resign
solely for having done their job
according to the Union of
Turkish Journalists. During
those events the police used tear
gas and water canons to disperse
not only the demonstrators but
also the journalists present.

However, it is not just the Gezi
Park events that face State censor-
ship. This Hasan Cemal, an edito-
rial writer on the daily paper
Milliyet, was fired a few weeks
after the Turkish Prime Minister
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had criticised, in March 2013,
something the paper had pub-
lished and this journalist’'s work
in particular. Milliyet had, in fact,
published minutes of a meeting
between the PKK leadership and
some Members of Parliament of
the pro-Kurdish BDP party.
Hasan Cemal had, in his writings,
had supported an approved of
the decision to publish them.

In Iraq, 10 journalists were killed
in 2013 in circumstances and for
reasons that are not clear.
However, of the hundred journal-
ists killed in the last decade, not a
single murderer has been sen-
tenced. The country remains one
of the worst in the world regard-
ing the impunity for such mur-
ders, although many of these cases
could have been resolved if the
authorities had the will to do so.

The Iraqi authorities, like the
Kurdish ones, continue to arrest
journalists for short periods but, to
December 2013, the CPJ has not
recorded any who had been
imprisoned.

PARIS:

A LECTURE BY DR. ISMAIL BESIKCI

t the invitation of the

Kurdish Institute the

famous Turkish soci-

ologist, Ismail Besikgi,

who has spent seven-
teen years of his life in Turkish
prisons for his historical and
sociological works about the
Kurds gave a lecture on “the fate
of the Kurdish people in the 20t
Century and future perspec-
tives” on Saturday 22 February
in Paris, at the Festive Hall of
Paris’s 10" Arrondissement
Town Hall.

Before a large audience of Kurds
and Turks as well as Human
Rights activists and French,
European and other academics,
Dr. Besikgi analysed the reasons
of the colonial division of

Kurdistan following WWI and
the resulting collapse of the
Ottoman Empire:

“Arbitrary borders were drawn by
the great powers of the period, the
French and British Empires, in
accordance with their colonial inter-
ests with complete disregard of the
aspirations of the local populations
involved. The Turks accepted to
cede the Wilayat of Mosul, inhabit-
ed by an overwhelming majority of
Kurds, which was rich in oil, to the
State of Iraq, a British mandate —
but on condition that the British
refused to give the Kurds any form
of autonomy.

In consequence, although Britain, in
its vast empire, often granted a sta-
tus of region autonomy to local pop-

ulations, called “self rule”, it
deprived the Kurds of this minimal
status despite solemn undertakings
given to the League of Nations.

Kemalist Turkey had started to
apply a project of forced assimila-
tion of the Kurds originally con-
ceived in 1911 by the Pan-Turkic
leaders of the “Union and Progress
Committee” (the so-called Young
Turks), who dreamed of a Turkish
Empire stretching from the shores of
the Adriatic sea to the steppes of
Central Asia. To achieve this, they
took advantage of the Great War to
eliminate the indigenous Christian
populations of Anatolia (Armenians
and Syriacs). This project was com-
pleted by the expulsion to Greece of
the Greek population of Anatolia at
the start of the Kemalist regime.
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This was followed by a cycle of revolt-
bloody repression —revolt in the
States that carved up Kurdistan and
who cooperated politically and mili-
tarily against their Kurdish popula-
tions by means of massacres and
deportations with the complete
silence of firstly the League of
Nations and then its successor UNO.

Not being considered a colony,
Kurdistan was unable to benefit
from the UN measures in favour of
decolonisation in the 60s. In fact
these merely covered the overseas
territories colonised by the
European powers.

We are this faced with an implaca-
ble and absolute anti-Kurdish inter-
national order: of the 208 States
that exist in the world today, two-
thirds have a population smaller
than that of Kurdistan. From UNO
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to the Olympic games, some areas
with barely a few tens of thousands
inhabitants like Vanuatu, Andorra,
Lichtenstein Monaco etc are recog-
nised as states and represented
whereas the 40 or 50 million Kurds,
despite their ancient history and
culture are absent. This is more
than an injustice — it’s a scandal
for human conscience”, concluded
Dr, Besikgi, to loud applause
from the audience.

In the following discussion,
moderated by Professor Hamit
Bozarslan, many questions were
put to Dr. Besikgi, described as
“the Kurds’ Franz Fanon” and
compared with Nelson Mandela
and Andrei Sakharov. He
replied to each speaker, in his
flowing and calm voice, with
great humanity, always making
the point “That’s my opinion” .

In conclusion he asked the
Kurdish intellectuals to winder
about the reasons for the frag-
mentation of Kurdish society
and policy, to examine the inter-
nal weaknesses that prevent this
people from making a common
front and drive, like a nation
endowed with a State, despite
the international order that
fiercely defends the status quo
— even when it is iniquitous and
absurd.

After the lecture, the Kurdish
Institute offered a dinner in Dr.
Besikg¢i’s honour and a public
appeal was launched to support
a Foundation, baring his name
that was recently founded in
Istanbul with the aim of preserv-
ing, managing and opening to
the public his library and
archives.

ATHENS:

THE WORLD’S OLDEST REFUGEE IS PROBABLY A 107-YEAR OLD YEZIDI KURD

n 11 February, the

Globalist published a

report by Behzad

Yaghmian, warning

public opinion of the
situation of the person who could
be the world’s oldest refugee.

Sabria Khalaf, a Yezidi Kurd who
fled from Syria last January and
has reached Athens was, in fact,
born in 1907 under the Ottoman
Empire. As a result, she has sub-
sequently lived under the French
mandate and the variety of
regimes that have followed one
another in Syria until now. Two
of her daughters, her grandchil-
dren and great-grand-children
have been living in Germany for

years. This is the first time, how-
ever, that she has ever left her
native region, as she and her son
remained in their homeland until
force to flee after the Islamist
attacks on the Yezidis. Turkey
was the first stage of their exo-
dus, then after several months in
an Istanbul shantytown into
which migrants were crammed,
Sabria and her son succeeded in
buying places on an illegal boat
that was supposed to take them
to Italy, along with 90 other
migrants from Syria, Afghanistan
and Africa. However the boat ran
aground in a storm on the Greek
coast near Athens and the ship-
wrecked survivors were only just
rescued y the Greek coastguards.

Housed with her son in a barely
inhabitable flat rented by anoth-
er Syrian refugee, the migrants
live in constant fear of attacks
fro the xenophobic members of
the neo-fascist Golden Dawn
movement that has several times
thrown Molotov cocktails at
premises housing refugees.

As she has two daughters living
in Germany, the right of family
reunification should allow
Sabria to obtain a visa, but the
delays due to the red tape of
European Union countries
regarding the right of refugees
to asylum added to her great age
make it far from certain that she
will be able to join her other chil-
dren before dying, as she hopes.
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Gorran’s Detailed Analysis of

http://rudaw.net

RBIL, Kurdistan Region —

The Kurdistan Region’s
share from Iraq’s 2014 budget is
9.9 percent, a report by the auto-
nomous  Kurdish  enclave’s
Change Movement (Gorran)
says, as Erbil continues efforts to
win the 17 percent allocation spe-
cified in the constitution and
resolve other oil and budget dis-
putes with Baghdad.

The report titled “Analysis
Report of the 2014 Budget Bill
of Iraq and the Share of
Kurdistan Region,” and sent to
the Kurdish parliament by
Gorran, provides a detailed exa-
mination of the Iraqi budget.

It estimates the Iraqi budget
for this year at more than 164.5
trillion Iraqi Dinars, exceeding
the 2013 budget by 27 trillion
ID.

National income in 2014 is
estimated at about 139.6 trillion
ID, with a deficit of some 20.8
billion ID.

The budget expects oil reve-
nues to come from selling 3.4
million barrels per day, higher
than the 2.9 million bpd speci-
fied for 2013, according to the
Gorran report.

The Kurdistan Region needs
to pump out 400,000 bpd in
2014, while in 2013 it was requi-
red to produce 250,000 bpd. The
budget stipulates all Iraqi oil
revenues — including Kurdistan’s
— to be deposited in the
Development Funds of Iraq
(DFI) in the United States.

The International Monetary
Fund (IMF) has warned that the
Iraqi budget contains “a structu-
ral problem” for relying too hea-
vily on oil revenues, making it
vulnerable to oil price variations.

The major portion of the
budget — some 99.5 trillion ID --
is allocated for governance, with
only about 59.3 trillion ID going
to investment, the report says. It
shows that 36 percent of the
Iraqi budget is allocated for
investments, while international
standards call for investments
between 65-70 percent.

The limited investment bud-
get is expected to negatively
impact the improvement of

Iraq’s 2014 Budget

The report estimates the Iraqi budget for this year at more
than 164.5 trillion Iraqi Dinars, exceeding the 2013 budget

by 27 trillion ID.

social services and economic
infrastructure, which are major
public demands.

The Kurdish share of the
budget, after subtracting sove-
reign and governance costs, is 17
percent of the total, or about 16.5
trillion ID. That is 2.46 trillion
ID higher than in 2013. Erbil’s
share comes from 15.4 trillion
ID from the total Iraqi budget,
and 933 billion ID from
Kurdistan’s share in the funds
allocated to the Development
Project of the Iraqi
Governorates.

Gorran notes that the 2014
budget lacks any economic
vision. It contains no initiatives
to boost local production,
decrease imports, create jobs and
improving income for Iraqi citi-
Zens.

It adds that the bill is focused
more on improving military and
political strength, containing
steep rises for governance, secu-
rity and defense expenditures,
and relatively small outlays for
the agricultural and industrial
sectors.

Defense and security expen-
ditures take up 23.2 trillion ID of
the budget, while agriculture
outlay is a paltry 4 trillion ID.
This means that the security and
the defense expenditures are
seven times greater than the agri-
cultural sector. Industry receives
only 415 billion ID — 14 times
less than for defense and secu-
rity.

Gorran notes that the
Kurdish share of the budget is
calculated after deducting gover-

nance and sovereignty costs.
This means that Kurdistan’s

share will fall with every
increase in the governance and
sovereign expenditures.

However, Kurdistan has its own
share in governance and sove-
reign expenditures as well.

Sovereign costs in 2014
equal about 47.5 trillion ID. The
17 percent Kurdish share is cal-
culated after subtracting this
amount from the total budget.

Erbil should receive 17 of
the allocation for governance
costs. Part of this budget was not
given to Kurdistan in the past,
especially the costs of electricity
production and pilgrimage to
Mecca.

In 2012 the Kurdistan
Region should have received
289 billion ID from the central
government for fuel supplies and
electricity generation, but this
never happened. In 2013, the
same expenditures totaled 302
billion ID, but were again with-
held.

In 2014, about 12.6 trillion
ID is allocated for governance
expenditures. The Kurdistan
Region constitutionally deserves
more than 2 trillion ID, but is not
expected to receive it.

Some articles in the budget
bill are considered harmful to the
Kurdistan Region if implemen-
ted, such as article 10, which is
related to local Kurdish reve-
nues.

It states that domestic
Kurdish revenues will be identi-
fied and calculated by audit
agencies in Erbil and Baghdad,

requiring the Kurdistan Regional
Government (KRG) to send the
amount to Baghdad on a
monthly basis.

“If Kurdistan Region failed
to send its domestic revenues to
the federal central bank, the cen-
tral government shall subtract
that money from the budget of
the Kurdistan Region,” accor-
ding to a clause in the article,
which was contained in previous
budgets and can be activated by
Baghdad at any time.

The Kurdistan Region has
sent its revenues to the central
bank in the past, but Baghdad
has not agreed to the calcula-
tions.

The same article also holds
the KRG or any other governo-
rate responsible for damage to
any telecommunications facili-
ties, including Internet cables.

That means that the KRG
could be penalized for damage
done by companies owned by —
or close to -- the Kurdish politi-
cal parties.

Article One of the bill states
that 400,000 bpd will be produ-
ced by the KRG, and that
Baghdad will determine fines if
that target is unmet, meaning
that the Kurdish budget will suf-
fer every time there is a dispute
over production with the central
government.

At $100 a barrel, the produc-
tion target should contribute
$14.6 billion (17.5 trillion ID) to
the Iraqi budget, whereas the
allocated budget for Kurdistan is
164 trillion ID.

Article 9 states that, “the
expenditures of the guards of
Kurdistan Region (Peshmarga)
such as salaries, arms, and other
necessities will be provided by
the central government in a way
that will not violate the Iraqi
constitution.”

Since 2007, this article has
been repeated in the Iraqi budget
laws in various ways, without
being implemented. According
to the estimates, the central
government owes more than 10
trillion ID to the Ministry of
Peshmarga. o
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"We have been here
longer than a thousand
years': Kurdistan's fight
for nationhood

http://www.independent.co.uk

Richard Hall

he frontiers of Kurdistan, as they were
proposed at the Paris Peace conference

in 1919, "begin in the north at Ziven, on the
Caucasian frontier, and continue westwards
to Erzurum, Erzincan, Kemah, Arapgir, Besni
and Divick. In the south they follow the line
from Harran, the Sinjihar Hills, Tel Asfar,
Erbil, Siileymaniye, Akk-el-man, Sinne; in the
east, Ravandiz, Bagkale, Vezirkale, that is to
say the frontier of Persia as far as Mount
Ararat."

Almost 100 years later, the boundaries of
a state for the Kurdish people exist only in the
hearts and minds of those who live within
them. Twenty-five million Kurds live in these
invisible borders today. They are the world's
largest stateless minority, and although they
are divided by nationality, dialect, custom,
allegiances and religion, they share a common
desire: to be able to express their ethnic iden-
tity and to govern themselves in the areas in
which they live.

In each of the countries they inhabit —
Turkey, Iraq, Syria and Iran — that quest for
self-rule has been suppressed. The history of
the Kurdish people can be told in a cycle of
uprisings, brutal reprisals and repression.
Their struggle has truly been long and bloody,
but today, while instability reigns throughout
the Middle East, their prospects look brighter
than they have done in a long time.

The fallout from the Arab revolutions that
began in 2011 has prompted speculation on
the precariousness of the borders imposed by
the 1916 Sykes-Picot agreement (when Britain
and France divided up the Ottoman Empire),
and for no one is that more true than the
Kurds.

Travelling across Kurdistan, from
Diyarbakir in the west to Erbil in the east, over
mountains and numerous borders, it is
impossible to ignore the sense that change is
in the air.

TURKEY (NORTHERN KURDISTAN)

The Cigerxwin Cultural Centre in
Diyarbakir, the largest Kurdish city in Turkey,
is a good example of their progress. The impo-
sing building of sand-coloured brick and large
strip windows took its name from the late
Kurdish writer, Sheikhmous Hasan (known
by his pen name Cigerxwin) — but the name
itself was once a problem.

The repression of Turkey's Kurds has
been particularly violent over the past half

century. One of the ways Turkish authorities
suppressed calls for Kurdish autonomy was to
ban any expression of ethnic identity — that
included the use of the Kurdish alphabet on
public buildings and documents, a ban on the
teaching of the Kurdish language and even
possession of Kurdish music. It was the policy
of successive Turkish governments to deny
the existence of the Kurdish people as distinct
from Turks. They were referred to disparagin-
gly as 'Mountain Turks'.

The name of this centre — Cigerxwin's
name — contains two Kurdish letters . Ten
years ago it would have been inconceivable
that those letters would hang above the
entrance to the building. But after a long bat-
tle, the gold metallic letters, each a foot tall,
are displayed proudly.

"We have fought a long struggle over the
past 100 years," says Gultan Kisanak, an MP
and member of the Kurdish Peace and
Democracy Party (BDP), sitting in a small
office of the building. "As a result of that strug-
gle we have won important freedoms."

Kisanak strides through the corridors of
the centre followed by admiring teenagers.
She, too, is a symbol of the progress made in
Turkey. There was a time when belonging to
any organisation that identified as Kurdish
would have been grounds for imprisonment.
But Kisanak stands as an outspoken cham-
pion for her community and a favourite candi-
date for mayor in Diyarbakir — the "spiritual
capital for Kurds," as she describes it.

The ancient sprawling city on the banks of
the Tigris has become a centre for Kurdish
nationalism. It has an independent spirit, evi-
denced by the graffiti that covers the narrow
alley ways. When protests are held here, num-
bers reach to the hundreds of thousands. It is
a poor city, in comparison to the rest of
Turkey, as are most of the Kurdish provinces,
but it is a symbol of hope for Kurds.

Gultan Kisanak's popularity, and the rea-
son she has to pause every 10 metres to pose

for a photograph with a fan, comes in part
from her fierce stand against abuses by the
Turkish state. A powerful video of her admo-
nishing the Turkish government in parlia-
ment, for failing to punish the air force com-
manders responsible for ordering an air strike
against 34 Kurdish civilians, went viral last
year.

"We have been here longer than a thou-
sand years," she shouts in the video. "We are
rooted in those cliffs, rocks, Mount Cudi,
Mount Gabar, Mount Agri, Mount Munzur.
We are here and we have been here since the
beginning of time."

The struggle to which Kisanak refers has
been a hard-fought one. Ever since the
Ottoman General Mustafa Kemal Ataturk
rejected a treaty which would have granted
the Kurds a homeland at the Paris Peace
conference in 1919, repression of Turkey's 15
million-strong Kurdish population has been
brutal. Numerous rebellions were quashed by
the state in the early part of the century and
hundreds of thousands have been displaced
and killed in an effort to pacify the south-east.
Kurdish nationalism gathered pace after 1978
with the foundation, by Abdullah Ocalan, of
the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK), a
Marxist militant movement that aimed to
create independent state from the Kurdish
majority lands in Turkey (it later tempered its
demands to calls for greater autonomy).
Thousands of young Kurds went, and still go,
"to the mountains" — a common refrain used
to describe joining the PKK at their Qandil
Mountains base in Iraqi Kurdistan.

A bitter war with the Turkish state follo-
wed the PKK's formation, with abuses on both
sides. A fragile ceasefire now exists between
the two sides following 30 years of war and
more than 40,000 killed. Shortly after the
ceasefire announcement in December, on the
orders of Ocalan, PKK fighters began withdra-
wing from Turkey back to the Qandil
Mountains. The peace between the two sides
remains precarious. Days before I meet
Kisanak, two Kurdish protesters were killed
by security forces, prompting large protests in
Diyarbakir and across the south-east.

Last year, on an overcast evening in the
Qandil, the PKK's then military leader, Murat
Karayilan, told me of disquiet in the ranks of
his fighters. The leadership supported the cea-
sefire, he said. "But the PKK is a very large
organisation. We cannot say that the middle
ranks all feel the same way. We are having a
problem convincing all of our comrades."

Though the peace is holding, many Kurds
feel that the Turkish government is not
serious about the peace process.

"The meetings are important,”" Kisanak
says, "but they are not enough on their own."
She chooses her words carefully — with rea-
son. In the courthouse down the road, a num-
ber of her colleagues in the BDP are on trial
for links to the PKK. "They haven't taken steps
towards democracy, and have made no
attempt to address the demands of Kurds."

In the mountains, too, there are signs of
disquiet. Cemil Bayik, the head of the PKK's
political wing, said recently that the group is
ready to take up arms against Turkey once
more if the peace process fails. But the =
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=  PKK have reasons not to disturb the
water too much. Like most Kurds, they are
watching events over the border with a close
eye.

SYRIA (WESTERN KURDISTAN)

Over the past year, the steady progress of
Turkey's Kurds — long the centre of attention
in the community — has taken a back seat.
Many Kurds are now looking south to be ins-
pired — to Kurdish-dominated, north-eastern
Syria, or 'Rojava’.

"A few years ago, no one could have pre-
dicted what is happening now in Rojava
[north-east Syria]," Kisanak says. "It has
become an important symbol politically for
Kurds in the four regions."

From the outset of civil war across the
border, Syria's Kurds have pursued a difficult
balancing act. The country's main Kurdish
political party, the Democratic Union Party
(PYD, which has ideological ties with PKK),
and its affiliated fighting force, the People's
Protection Units (YPG), have avoided major
confrontation with Assad's forces, which
withdrew from the vast majority of Kurdish
areas early on in the conflict to avoid fighting
a war on two fronts.

As a result of their disassociation, the
Kurdish areas remained relatively quiet in the
first two years of the war. The PYD paid lip
service to the stated aims of the revolution,
but, perhaps learning lessons from the brutal
repression suffered by Iraqi Kurds under
Saddam Hussein, they aimed to stay out of
the fighting.

The relative quiet on the north-eastern
front between Assad forces and the Kurdish
militias has led to claims of collusion with the
regime — a charge the YPG strenuously
denies. Indeed, the Kurds had as much moti-
vation to rise up against the government as
other Syrians.

The same denial of ethnic and cultural
rights that occurred in Turkey over the past
50 years was also being practised with gusto
by the Syrian government. A 2009 Human
Rights Watch report documented the arrests
and trials of at least 15 prominent Syrian
Kurdish political leaders since 2005.
"Security agencies prevented political and
cultural gatherings, and regularly detain and
try Kurdish activists demanding increased
political rights and recognition of Kurdish
culture,” the report noted.

Despite a desire to remain out of the
conflict, Kurdish forces were, perhaps inevi-
tably, dragged into the war — not by the
Syrian army, but by the al-Qa'ida-linked
Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIS), an
extremist Syrian rebel group comprised pre-
dominantly of foreign fighters. ISIS began
launching attacks against Kurdish areas in
July last

With a vast array of rebel groups having
liberated much of northern Syria, it was ine-
vitable that the Kurds would have to contend
with the forces fighting against Assad in their
quest for security and self-determination.

Polat Kan, a member of the YPG militia in
the Syrian border city of Qamishli, speaks
with disdain of "nasty, blind civil war," but
insists the Kurds had to protect themselves.
After losing some territory to jihadists, the

YPG eventually regained control of the majo-
rity of Rojava.

"From the city of Serekaniye to Ain Diwar
village in the north-east is entirely liberated,
except for Qamishli's airport, a security cen-
tre and some villages south of Qamishli,"
Polat says. "It can be said that 80 per cent of
Rojava is liberated and now administered by
the Kurds, together with Christians,
Armenians, Assyrians and Syriacs."

But Syria's Kurds have done much more
than regain lost territory. What has inspired
their neighbours in Turkey and beyond is the
giant leaps the PYD has taken towards auto-
nomy.

In mid-November, the PYD announced
plans to create a transitional government in
the Kurdish areas of Syria. On 21 January —
the eve of peace talks between the Syrian
opposition and Assad's government — the
Kurds officially declared autonomy. The PYD
have made it very clear that they will not
accept a return to the status quo. "Assad can-
not enter our area again," a spokesman told
The Independent at the time.

That sentiment is echoed by Kan. "The
Assad regime never had much power in our
areas in a military sense. It was only through
police, intelligence and agents," he says. "It
will take Assad 10 years to build up his power
again. Even if he wins, we are not the same
Kurds we used to be. We have gained
strength, experience and weapons. If the
regime tries to re-occupy our areas, we will
defend our people and our areas until the last
YPG fighter. We will not allow any force [to]
enslave us again."

While the borders that divide the Kurds
grow fainter, the boundaries of Rojava grow
more embedded by the day. With Assad and
the main rebel forces consumed with fighting
each other, it appears unlikely that either will
be able to assert their authority over the
north-east.

"We currently have no demand to secede
from Syria and we do not seek to establish a
mini-state in Rojava," Polat says. Betraying a
vision that considers the next decade rather
than the next year, he adds: "But if the Syrian
state collapses along with the current borders
that were drawn in the Sykes-Picot, and in
case there is no longer a real link between the
regions and areas of Syria, then we will not
stand idly by. We will have our many
choices."

IRAQ (SOUTH KURDISTAN)

Rojava has become a glimmer of hope for
Kurds across the region. It was an unexpected
source of inspiration for many, borne from a

deep morass. But perhaps the greatest suc-
cess story for the Kurds in modern times lies
to the east, in Iraq.

The drive from Diyarbakir to Erbil is long
and well-travelled. The coaches run regularly
and take around 12 hours through the moun-
tainous terrain. There is a border to cross, of
course, but the welcome one receives is more
often than not, "Welcome to Kurdistan",
rather than "Welcome to Iraq".

The landscape changes when one nears
Erbil — the capital of the semi-autonomous
region administered by the Kurds in northern
Iraq. The buildings, too. The centre of the
ancient city is a picture of modernisation. In
the shadow of the centuries-old citadel lies a
park with dozens of fountains and benches.
At the other side of the park, not a few hun-
dred yards away, looms another, altogether
more modern, structure. A gleaming shop-
ping mall with 67 outlets.

Iraqi Kurdistan could be viewed as some-
thing of a model for Kurds across the region.
Whereas, previously, Kurdish movements
had sought the creation of their own state,
most have tempered demands now to a
degree of autonomy similar to that in Iraqi
Kurdistan. The region has its own parlia-
ment, its own police and security services.
Perhaps most importantly for Kurds, it is the
one place in which they live where they are
free to express their cultural identity without
hindrance.

Over the past year, large parts of Iraq
have been affected by extreme levels of vio-
lence, with every indication that things will
deteriorate further. But Iraqi Kurdistan has
prospered. Its success in managing vast oil
resources has made the 'semi' of semi-auto-
nomous almost superfluous. The move
towards energy independence — and thus
greater autonomy from Baghdad — was made
official at the end of 2013 by a deal with
Turkey to build a pipeline between the two
countries with the potential of exporting one
million barrels of oil a day. More foreign busi-
nesses are flocking to Iraqi Kurdistan to
invest in the coming energy boom.

The path Iraq's Kurds took to autonomy
and prosperity is exactly the one that Syria's
Kurds are now doing their best to avoid. After
a number of failed uprisings throughout the
20th century, the Kurds under separatist lea-
der Massoud Barzani sided with Iran in its
war against Saddam Hussein, in the vain
hope that their allies might triumph and
grant the Kurds independence.

Hussein's vengeance was as committed
as it was bloody. The Anfal Campaign, which
began in the late stages of the Iran-Iraq War,
was conceived with the aim of destroying the
Kurdish population of northern Iraq and
populating the area with Arab Iragis. It was
genocide. Anywhere up to 100,000 civilians
were killed by air strikes and chemical wea-
pons. Thousands of villages were destroyed —
along with them churches, hospitals and
schools. On 16 March 1988, a poison gas
attack on the city of Halabja left an estimated
5,000 Kurdish people dead, most of them
women and children.

As with Syria, it was the chaos of the wars
in Iraq that gave the Kurds space to pursue
autonomy. Saddam's heinous repression =
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= of the Kurdish people prompted the Kurds
to back the US in the first Gulf War in 1991.
When the war concluded, the US implemen-
ted a no-fly zone over the Kurdistan region,
paving the way for Kurdish self-rule. When
the US invaded Iraq again in 2003, this time
to remove Saddam Hussein from power, the
Kurds welcomed the American troops as libe-
rators.

While the US played a key role in Iraqi
Kurdistan's path to autonomy, the same can-
not be said for Rojava. The US has stated its
opposition to the formation of an autonomous
region for the Kurds of north-east Syria, and

has focused its attention on supporting mode-
rate rebels fighting Bashar al-Assad.

"I understand politically that what the
Kurds did is a reaction to their experience,"
Robert Ford, the US ambassador to Syria, said
recently. "But I have to say that from our point
of view, the Kurdish questions in Syria are
constitutional questions. They have to be
negotiated and agreed by all Syrians; they
cannot be fixed by unilateral measures."

At the moment, the Kurds have no power-
ful sponsor to ensure their rights or support
their quest for independence. Neither the out-
come of Rojava's experiment with autonomy,

the prosperity of Iraqi Kurdistan or Turkey's
slow march towards autonomy is assured, but
the Kurdish people are optimistic. It seems, at
least for now, progress is in their hands.

"I feel as though the Kurdish nation has a
historical opportunity,” Kisanak says at the
end of our meeting in Diyarbakir. "At the
beginning of the 20th century, Kurdistan was
divided into four parts. Kurds were told they
did not exist, their language was denied, their
rights were denied. Now at the beginning of
this century the Kurds are reclaiming what
they lost in the last"

S

Biden talks oil exports with Iraqi Kurdish leader

WASHINGTON / February 01, 2014 / Associated Press

U.S. Vice President Joe Biden says Iraq's self-ruled northern Kurdish
region must work with Iraq's government to resolve conflicts over reve-

nues for exported oil.

Biden called President Massoud Barzani on Friday. It's at least the second

ration with the Kurdistan Regional Government and with Iraq's government.

The two also discussed efforts to fight terrorism in Iraq.

Iraq's Shiite-led government has said it intends to create three new pro-
vinces in an apparent attempt to address Sunni grievances and counter the

expansion of the Kurdish self-rule region. Iraq's government and the

Kurdish region have disagreed over the Kurdish region's decision to unila-

time this month that the two have spoken.

terally start sending crude to Turkey. ®

The White House says Biden stressed the importance of close U.S. coope-
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Baghdad
Legally
Challenges
Oil Exports
from Iraqi
Kurdistan to
Turkey

by Dorian Jones
WWW.voanews.com

With oil now flowing from Iragi Kurdistan
to Turkey after the two sides signed a
groundbreaking agreement late last year,
Baghdad is mounting an international legal
challenge to the deal.

In a deepening row over control of Iraq’s
energy, Baghdad has announced it is
employing an international law firm to block
the sale of oil piped from semi-autonomous
Iraqgi Kurdistan to Turkey. Last year, Ankara
signed a wide-ranging energy agreement with
the Iragi Kurdistan Regional Government, or
KRG, and last December, oil from the region
started flowing through a newly-constructed
pipeline to the Turkish Mediterranean port of
Ceyhan.

But Irag's central government insisted
only it had the right to sign agreements on
exporting energy. Dr. Emre Iseri, an energy
politics expert at Izmir's Yasar University, said
the legal challenge posed a threat to the
agreement.

"It's a problem. You are talking about
international law, it's about legitimacy. If you
act against international law, that means your
maneuvering space is limited," he said.

Ankara has steadfastly defended its deal
with the Iragi Kurds, saying it complies with
Irag’s constitution. The Turkish government
has been working hard to bring Baghdad into
the deal.

But Sinan Ulgen, a visiting scholar at
Carnegie Europe in Brussels, said Baghdad's
decision to mount an international legal chal-
lenge underlined its concerns about the oil
agreement.

"That would change the balance between
the KRG and Baghdad. Baghdad also fears
that other regions in Iraq will follow the same
example -- like Basra. Therefore they don't
want to set a precedent that in time would
weaken the central control over the rest of

Iraq’s territory," said Ulgen. H

According to Iseri, the Iragi government :
was not alone in having concerns over the :
energy deal. He said Baghdad's decision to :
mount a legal challenge was made in the :
knowledge that it had strong international :
support. H

"More or less, the U.S. and Iranian posi- :
tions are similar in the Iraqgi case. The United
States would like to see a unified Iraq, and :
also from the perspective of Iran, that would :
not like see a disintegrated Iraq ... And also :
Russia would not like to see alternative oil :
and natural gas sources in the market," said
Iseri.
For Ankara, the energy deal with Iragi :
Kurdistan has been an economic priority. i
With little energy reserves of its own, the :
Turkish government saw the deal as diversi- :
fying the country's energy sources as well as :
expanding trade, said Ulgen.

"The Turkish government will decide to
push [forward] with the deal because it's a :
deal of critical importance to Turkey, given i
Turkey’s quest for more energy resources and
also the concessions that were granted to i
Turkish companies in the region. So there is
lot of political capital attached to this deal as
well," he said.

The Iragi Kurdish region is already esti- :
mated to be Turkey’s second largest trading :
partner. Ultimately, international lawyers and :
judges could decide the fate of Ankara's i
energy deal with Iraqi Kurdistan. Observers :
said Ankara was likely to respect any legal :
ruling, but will be hoping that during the pro- :
tracted legal process, a three-way deal bet-
ween Erbil, Baghdad and itself can ultimately :
hammered out. @ i
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Kurds from Iraq wage holy war in
Syria with one eye on home

By Isabel Coles (Reuters)

ALABJA, Iraq / Twenty-five year old

Ako Abd al-Qadir went to wage holy
war in Syria vowing to return and conquer
all of Iraqi Kurdistan in the name of Islam
on the way back to his home town of
Halabja.

"God willing, we will come back and
trample over your dead bodies until we
reach Halabja," he said, threatening the
region's "infidel" ruling parties in a video
made en route to Syria and posted on
social media sites. "Just wait and see".

Ako is one of around 200 young Iraqi
Kurds who have joined the ranks of mili-
tant Islamists in a conflict that has become
a clarion call for home-grown jihadists
across the world, keen to prove them-
selves amid fundamentalist fervor and
war.

The trend is alarming for Iraqi
Kurdistan, a region that has managed to
shield itself from the violence afflicting
the rest of Iraq and nearby Syria, and to
attract investment from some of the
world's largest oil companies.

"Definitely, it's a big concern," said a
senior official with knowledge of security
issues in the Kurdish capital Arbil, who
spoke on condition of anonymity. "The
danger is that they will be used as cells to
mount attacks on targets here."

Kurdistan is not alone in worrying
about jihadi backlash; the roll call of those
drawn to the cause of Sunni Islamist
rebels battling Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad is long and diverse - from veterans
of Iraq and Chechnya to young men from
London and immigrants from Stockholm.

But the autonomous region's proximity
to Syria makes it especially vulnerable.
And whilst Kurdistan is used to dealing
with external threats, not least along its
tightly controlled border with majority
Arab Iraq, this one is posed from within.

The region suffered its first major
bombing in six years last September,
which was claimed by the Islamic State in
Iraqg and the Levant (ISIL) - a Sunni group
also active in Syria.

Publicly, officials in Kurdistan play
down the threat and insist that the region
will remain safe, but oil companies oper-
ating here are taking extra precautions.

"We decided to restrict movements to
shopping malls and other high-visibility
target areas," said a source at an oil com-
pany in Kurdistan. "We're just going to
lower our profile a little bit."

"LITTLE TORA BORA"

Famed for its poets and pomegran-
ates, Halabja lies near the mountainous

border area between Iraq and Iran, which
was once a haven for Sunni militants who
formed a group there in 2001 that came to
be called Ansar al-Islam.

Ansar al-Islam banned music and
forced men to grow their beards in the
enclave, named "little Tora Bora" after the
Taliban stronghold in Afghanistan where
al Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden once
sheltered.

Many of the young Kurds who have

gone to Syria come from this area,
including Ako, who joined Ansar al-Islam
as a teenager.

One of the first targets of the U.S.-led
invasion of Iraq in 2003 was Ansar al-
Islam. By that time, Ako had left the group
and handed himself in to the security
services because he felt the game was up,
according to his friends.

Surviving members of Ansar al-Islam
retreated into Iran, but continued to carry
out attacks including a twin suicide
bombing against Kurdistan's two ruling
parties in 2004 that left more than 100
people dead.

Ako served time because authorities
considered him to be a danger to national
security. After being released from jail, he
married and had a daughter. He got a job
at an electricity generating plant and was
working at a tea house in Halabja until the
day he vanished last November.

The rest is played out on Facebook. On
December 8, he wrote that he had joined
ISIL in Syria and posted the group's black
banner on his page. Earlier pictures show
him smiling at Halabja's sports club, and
he also posted a whole album of photo-
graphs of Barcelona football player Lionel
Messi.

Despite Ako's history with militant
Islam, his friends were shocked when they
heard he was in Syria.

"I was very surprised because when
he left Ansar al-Islam his views changed
dramatically," said a friend of Ako's from
school. "Maybe he still had contact with

Iraqi Kurdish men
chat at a tea house
in the Kurdish town
of Halabja, near
Sulaimaniya, 260 km
(160 miles) northeast
of Baghdad,
February 1, 2014.
Credit:
REUTERS/Yahya
Ahmad

them, or perhaps there is a cell that per-
suades these youths to go."

MOSQUE RAIDS

It is not clear whether the young men
go to Syria on their own initiative or have
been recruited and sent there.
Mainstream Islamist parties deny involve-
ment. A committee has been set up by the
government to investigate the matter.

A spokesman for the Ministry of
Endowments and Religious Affairs said
preachers at the region's more than 5,000
mosques, who are on the government
payroll, were forbidden to incite violence
and would be punished if found doing so.

"There is no evidence that any imam
has incited people - directly or indirectly
- to go to Syria," Mariwan Nagshbandi
said. "We have asked the imams to advise
worshippers not to go, but unfortunately
they haven't managed to discourage
everyone."

Kurdish security services however raid-

ed 11 mosques one night last
December in the city of Sulaimaniyah on
suspicion they were being used as recruit-
ment centers, seizing identity papers and
laptops. They have not disclosed what evi-
dence they found.

Although Kurdistan shares a border
with Syria, most of the young men travel
there through Turkey, some via Lebanon,
and others southern Iraq. Around 40 have
come back to Kurdistan and are now
either behind bars because they are con-
sidered a threat to national security, or are
under close surveillance.

"I went there to be killed following the
path of Allah," said one young Iraqi Kurd
who returned from Syria because he was
convinced the conflict was a western con-
spiracy to exterminate the world's
Muslims.

But many believe these aspiring
Kurdish jihadists are driven as much by
the hardships of life as by their faith.

Asked why they thought Ako had gone
to Syria, his friends and acquaintances =
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= all cited economic pressures, and the
fact he grew up an orphan in Halabja,
better known as the site of a 1988 chemi-
cal weapons attack under Iraqi dictator
Saddam Hussein.
he Kurds' fortunes have since changed,
and their region is now Iraq's most sta-
ble and prosperous, but the people of
Halabja often complain of neglect.

"The KRG (Kurdistan Regional
Government) will need to focus on using
its oil wealth to increase opportunities for
employment and to reduce corruption if
it is to address this threat effectively," IHS

Jane's said in a recent report about mili-
tancy in Kurdistan, assessing the risk as
"serious".

RELIGION VS. ETHNICITY

Ako's jihad lasted less than two
months. ISIL announced his "martyrdom"
early this year in Syria, killed fighting not
Assad's forces but fellow Kurds, who have
taken advantage of the civil war to assert
control in the country's northeast.

Kurds are predominantly Sunni
Muslim, but identify overwhelmingly with
their ethnicity - the defining factor in a
long history of struggle in the four coun-

tries across which they are spread:
Turkey, Iran, Iraq and Syria.

ISIL and other Sunni armed groups in
Syria have turned their weapons against
a Marxist-inspired Kurdish militia that
stands in the way of their vision of an
Islamic state spanning from Iraqg to the
Mediterranean.

Wearing a black leather jacket over
his Kurdish clothes, the young man who
did return from Syria said he would have
no qualms about fighting his ethnic kin in
the name of Islam: "My religion comes
before my Kurdishness - I make decisions

‘ February 5, 2014

In setting energy policy, Kurds
flex their independence

Orlando Crowcroft
www.thenational.ae

\M hen a referendum on indepen-
dence for the Kurdish region was
held alongside the 2005 parliamentary
elections in Iraq, the result was more
than conclusive - 98.8 per cent of Kurds
voted in favour of an independent
Kurdistan.

Now, with Erbil and Baghdad at logger-
heads over the former’s independent oil
exports to Turkey and the latter’s threat
to cut the Kurdistan Regional
Government’s (KRG) funding in response,
the issue of independence has raised its
head again.

As an Islamist insurgency rages in the
south, the KRG’s control over the north
has looked impressive by comparison, with
little violence in the Kurdish region apart
from last September’s attack on Erbil, in
which a number of soldiers were killed
and dozens injured.

But increasingly, it is energy policy
where the Kurds are able to demonstrate
their growing independence. As oil explo-
ration and development in the south is
hampered by violence and economic
malaise, Kurdish Iraq has pressed ahead
with its pipeline link to Turkey and is
increasing exports every week.

It has also signed agreements with
many of the world’s major international
oil companies independently of Baghdad,
much to the chagrin of the south.

“There is the sense that the Kurds feel
that they should be getting a larger share
of Iraqi’s overall wealth and should have
more of it devolved for them to manage
and spend, while Baghdad feels that the
Kurds are not contributing their fair share
to the economy and pushing for too
much,” said Richard Mallinson, a geopoli-
tical analyst and Iraq expert at Energy
Aspects in London.

“Both sides have an eye to the long
term and the fact that independent oil
sales would be another plank in the auto-
nomy platform that the Kurds have been
bulling up.”

The KRG deputy finance minister,
Rashid Tahir, was quoted by the local
newspaper Rudaw earlier this year as
saying that if a solution could not be rea-
ched with Baghdad over the budget then
“we have no choice but to separate”.

“It would be like a father who encou-
rages his son to separate from the family.
If they want us to separate, we thank
them and we take our own path,” he said.

Analysts say that Kurdish Irag would
struggle to support itself if a break with
Irag came tomorrow. An estimated 80 per
cent of spending in the region goes to
salaries, and the KRG could not switch
exports on and overnight receive enough
money to break all links with the south.
“It wouldn’t be able to pay the bills,” said
Shwan Zulul, head of Carduchi Consulting
in London.

There are territorial issues too, Shwan
says, with disputed regions such as the
city of Kirkuk, with its sizeable Arab and
Kurdish populations. These regions also
contain the bulk of northern Iraqg’s oil, a
guaranteed source of conflict between
Iraq and a future Kurdish state. Iraq, for
its part, would lose the Kurdish border
with Turkey.

Then there is the international ele-
ment, said Mr Mallinson, with sizeable
Kurdish populations in Iran, Turkey and
Syria.

“Some advocates of an independent
Kurdistan argue that the desire has been
suppressed for decades, if not longer,
because they are spread among several
countries, so any change in one of those
countries would have big ramifications for
its neighbours,” he said.

He points out that while the Turkish

president, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, reached
a ceasefire with the militant Kurdistan
Workers’ Party last March - ending a
bloody campaign in the south-east of
Turkey - there has been no conclusion on
what the future holds for Turkish Kurds.
They will be looking at what happens in
Iraqg.

Others have said that the pipeline
with Turkey demonstrates a willingness on
the part of Mr Erdogan to deal with a
separate Kurdish entity in Iraq.

“The recurrent, traditional argument
against Kurdish independence was that
there would be a reluctance on the part
of Turkey to go all the way and let the
Kurds export oil from the KRG area in the
event of independence. That problem now
seems significantly diminished,” said
Reidar Visser, a research fellow at the
Norwegian Insitute of International Affairs.

On the other hand, he said that the
increasing federalist ambitions of Syrian
Kurds - who have all but carved out their
own state in eastern Syria as the civil war
rages - could force a rethink of Turkish
policy towards the Kurdish region.

“They may see the danger of a domino
effect that could ultimately impact eas-
tern Turkey itself,” Mr Visser said.

In the end, it will be the international
community that would need to get on
board if the Kurdish region was to sepa-
rate from Iraq. The recent involvement of
the American vice president, Joe Biden, in
the spat between Baghdad and Erbil sug-
gest that the United States would prefer
to see a compromise rather than a split,
Mr Mallinson said.

“A big change in Iraq would not only
have implications for Irag’s security, it
would also have impacts elsewhere in the
region. The US spent a lot of blood and
treasure to get Iraq to where it is today,
and it doesn’t want that to fundamentally
alter that or go backwards,” he said.
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" En Syrie, tous les équilibres religieux
et politiques ont volé en éclats "

http://www.fait-religieux.com
Henri Garabed

La guerre civile syrienne est une
aréne impitoyable dans laquelle
rivalisent grandes puissances et Etats
rivaux de la région. Elle symbolise
aussi la ruine des fragiles équilibres
communautaires syriens. Directeur
du Groupe de recherches et d'études
sur la Méditerranée (GREMMO) et
le Moyen-Orient a Sciences Po Lyon,
le géographe Fabrice Balanche
explore pour fait-religieux.com la sit-
uation des ces communautés, dont
certaines sont clairement menacées
dans leur existence méme.

Comment évolue le conflit qui a
éclaté il y a prés de trois ans, en mars
20117

Bachar El-Assad conserve le controle
des points stratégiques et de la Syrie utile,
c'est a dire l'axe Lattaquié-Tartous-
Homs-Damas, jusqu'a la frontiére jorda-
nienne, malgré la persistance de poches
rebelles dans cette bande de territoire. Le
régime exerce son contrOle sur la majo-
rité de la population syrienne. Un quart
de la population lui échappe : les deux
tiers sont sous le controle des groupes
rebelles et un tiers sous celui des mili-
ciens kurdes, alliés stratégiques du
régime. Enfin, 15 a 20 % de la population
se situe dans les zones disputées.

Le régime peut-il tenir sans le sou-
tien du Hezbollah libanais ?

L'appareil militaire du régime syrien
n'est pas intact, mais il fonctionne
encore. Le régime ne manque ni de car-
burant, ni d'armes, ni de munitions. Son
probléme, ce sont les effectifs. Aux
quelques milliers de déserteurs s'ajoute la
méfiance du régime vis-a-vis d'une partie
de l'armée, notamment dans les régi-
ments de réservistes sunnites. Il s'appuie
donc sur les minorités, alaouites, druzes
et chrétiennes, dont il sait qu'elles lui
seront fideles. Pour toutes ces raisons, les
combattants du Hezbollah sont indispen-
sables au régime. Selon moi, il pourrait y
en avoir entre 10.000 et 50.000 en Syrie.

Pourquoi le Hezbollah est-il a ce
point impliqué ?

Le Hezbollah joue sa survie politique.
Si le régime syrien tombe au profit d'une
opposition sunnite, plus ou moins isla-
miste, il se retrouverait isolé au Liban,
privé de son arriere-pays syrien et de sa

continuité territoriale avec 1Tran via
I'Irak. Les sunnites libanais, 1'Arabie
saoudite et les Etats-Unis pourraient tirer
profit d'une telle opportunité pour ['élimi-
ner. L'Iran a sans doute demandé au
Hezbollah d'intervenir massivement en
Syrie, parce que ce pays est la clé de son
dispositif vers l'ouest. Si le régime de
Bachar al-Assad tombe, c'est 1'influence
de I'Iran au Liban qui s'effondre.

Qu'en est-il des Kurdes ?

Les Kurdes tirent profit de cette situa-
tion pour faire progresser leur autono-
mie. Ils préferent un Bachar Al-Assad fai-
ble plutét que des sunnites forts. Au
début, certains clans voulaient s'allier a
l'opposition tandis que d'autres préfé-
raient un conseil national kurde indépen-
dant. Finalement, les Kurdes ont comple-
tement rompu avec l'opposition, concréti-
sant ainsi leur rapprochement stratégique
avec le régime. C'est le PYD, la branche
syrienne du PKXK - le parti des travailleurs
du Kurdistan, fondé en Turquie - qui s'est
imposé au détriment du PDK - parti
démocratique du Kurdistan, fondé en
Irak mais syrien.

En décembre 2012, la Turquie a
poussé les djihadistes a l'assaut des bas-
tions kurdes syriens. Equipés d'armes
lourdes, les combattants du Front al
Nosra ont pénétré dans la ville-frontiere
de Ras Al-Ain. Les Kurdes sont parvenus
a les repousser. D'autres combattants dji-
hadistes ont pénétré en Syrie via I'Irak. Ils
voulaient s'emparer du village de
Malkiyé, a l'extréme nord-est de la Syrie.
La encore, les Kurdes les ont repoussés et
ont réussi a couper la route entre
Mossoul, en Irak, et Hassaké en Syrie.
Des renforts de combattants du PKK ont
sans doute été nécessaires, de méme que
le soutien logistique de 1'armée syrienne.

Combien y-a-t-il de Kurdes en Syrie
et sur quels territoires ?

Les Kurdes controlent pres de 5 % du
territoire, essentiellement au nord-est du
pays. Avant la guerre, ils représentaient
environ 15% de la population, c'est-a-dire
3 millions de personnes. Difficile d'étre
plus précis, car il y a beaucoup de
Kurdes, notamment & Damas, qui sont
issus de mariages mixtes, pour lesquels
l'identité se dissout. Ceci étant, avec cette
crise, il y a un retour identitaire.

Comment évolue la situation des
chrétiens ?

Les rebelles veulent chasser les chré-
tiens. Clest tres clair, malgré les discours
de dénégation. Il n'y a pas de bataillon
chrétien dans I'ASL, 1'Armée syrienne
libre, contrairement a une grossiére mise

Fabrice Balanche. (Photo : GREMMO)

en scéne véhiculée sur Internet. Les chré-
tiens issus des régions tombées aux mains
des rebelles ont fui. Par exemple, les trois
villages chrétiens de la campagne d'Idleb,
dans le nord-ouest, ont été abandonnés.
Autre exemple : au nord-ouest, pres de
Lattaquié, le village mixte arménien et
alaouite de Aramo a été attaqué par le
Front al Nosra et des bataillons soi-disant
modérés de 'ASL. Il y a eu une centaine
de morts et prés de cent cinquante per-
sonnes enlevées, notamment des
Arméniens. Mais qui en a parlé ? Plus au
nord, la cité de Kessab, une enclave armé-
nienne chrétienne avec une minorité
alaouite, a été attaquée par des
Turkménes qui se battent au coté de
I'ASL. Ils ont été repoussés par les
milices d'autodéfense arméniennes. Au
sud-est de Homs, le village de Sadad ou
vivaient trois mille chrétiens a été égale-
ment attaqué par les rebelles. Des églises
ont été profanées, des gens assassinés.

Globalement, parmi les chrétiens,
certains défendent leur territoire en inté-
grant les milices de la défense nationale,
d'autres soutiennent le régime de maniere
pacifique, mais tous savent que leur sur-
vie en Syrie dépend de son maintien. A
Alep, une partie de la population armé-
nienne est partie, vers la république
d'Arménie et d'autres pays de la diaspora.

Dans I'est de la Syrie que reste-t-il
des communautés chrétiennes ?

La moitié d'entre eux sont partis. On
trouve encore des chrétiens dans les sec-
teurs de Qamichli, Tel Tamar et Hassaké,
dans le nord-est du pays. Dans cette der-
niere ville, il y a encore des combats,
méme s'il y a moins d'insécurité. Les
évéques ont lancé des appels a l'aide
parce qu'il n'y avait plus rien a manger.
Les chrétiens s'exilent via le Kurdistan
irakien et la Turquie. D'autres exilés chré-
tiens utilisent la ligne aérienne Qamichli-
Lattaquié pour se rendre ensuite >
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> au Liban et au-dela. Les Assyriens
chrétiens utilisent les réseaux existants
pour partir vers la Suéde. La question est
de savoir si cette émigration est provi-
soire ou définitive. Cette derniére option
est la plus probable. Les jeunes adultes et
ceux qui ont des enfants ne reviendront
pas. On note tres clairement en ce
moment une accélération de 1'émigra-
tion chrétienne de Syrie.

Les alaouites ont-ils une diaspora ?

Beaucoup ont émigré dans le passé,
notamment durant le mandat frangais
puis dans les années 50 et 60. Ils sont
partis en Amérique du Sud, au Brésil, en
Argentine et au Venezuela. En Australie
aussi. Ils ont suivi les réseaux chrétiens
libanais et syriens vers ces destinations.
C'était une émigration de pauvreté,
avant la révolution baassiste des années
60. Depuis, en Syrie, ils bénéficient des
largesses du régime et accédent aux
emplois publics et a 1'armée.

Y a-t-il plus d'alaouites en Syrie ou
al'étranger ?

Les alaouites sont environ 2,3 mil-
lions en Syrie. En Turquie, ils sont
quelques centaines de milliers dans la
province du Hatay, l'ancienne Antioche,
une région connue également sous le
nom de golfe d'Alexandrette. Au Liban,
ils sont 100.000. Au-dela, difficile de
savoir. Les liens ont été coupés. Ils n'ont
pas forcément conservé d'attaches avec
le pays d'origine.

Les druzes sont-ils affectés par la
guerre ?

1l s'agit d'une minorité turbulente. Ils
se sont rebellés a 1'époque du mandat
francais en 1924. Ils ont eu des accro-
chages avec les alaouites en 1967 avant
d'étre marginalisés. Au début de la crise
syrienne, il y a eu des mouvements anti-
Bachar Al-Assad en leu sein, puis les

druzes ont été attaqués par les combat-
tants d'Al-Nosra. Ils ont finalement
accepté les armes du régime et se sont
constitués en milices de quartier au sein
de la défense nationale. Ils représente-
raient 3 % de la population. Peut-étre
700.000 autour de Soueida, au sud, mais
aussi 2 Damas et dans cinq villages d'un
massif situé preés d'Idleb. Dans ce sec-
teur, ils ont donné des gages aux révolu-
tionnaires, faute de choix.

Il existe aussi une communauté
d'ismaéliens. Quel est leur place dans
ce conflit ?

Les Ismaéliens, qui sont chiites, crai-
gnent l'islamisation des rebelles syriens.
Ils comptent pour 1 % de la population,
localisés dans le djebel Ansariyé et prin-
cipalement a Salamiyeh a I'est de Hama.
Ils ont participé au coup d'état baasiste,
mais ont ensuite été éliminés parce qu'ils
étaient pergus comme une opposition «
communiste » au régime. Au début de la
crise, ils ont manifesté pacifiquement a
Salamiyeh contre le régime.
Aujourd'hui, ils se sont constitués en
milices de protection, tout comme les
druzes.

Autre composante identitaire et
religieuse : la communauté arabe sun-
nite. Comment réagit-elle ?

Dans le déroulement de cette crise,
les Saoudiens et les Occidentaux ont
complétement négligé la fragmentation
des Arabes sunnites, qui représentent 65
% de la population. La grande bourgeoi-
sie est du c6té du régime. Elle a bénéficié
de l'ouverture économique de ces vingt
derniéres années. Les commercants et
les industriels vouent de la haine aux
rebelles qui ont pillé leurs usines a Alep
et cassé la dynamique économique.

Un clivage tres fort existe aussi entre
ruraux et urbains. Alep en est I'exemple

type. Les citadins installés depuis des
siecles ont vu d'un treés mauvais oeil l'ar-
rivée en ville des rebelles de la cam-
pagne. L'ouest de la ville reste fidele au
régime tandis que les quartiers informels
a l'est et au sud sont des zones rebelle,
car C'est a cet endroit que se sont implan-
tées les populations sunnites rurales
dans les années 70.

Il faut enfin y ajouter un troisiéme
clivage, entre séculiers et religieux. Les
laiques ne veulent pas se voir imposer un
mode de vie islamiste. Les soufis sont
opposés aux nouveaux imams salafistes,
formés en Arabie saoudite et revenus en
Syrie avec des fonds et un réseau. Les
premieres manifestations, il y a trois ans,
ont débuté dans les mosquées salafistes.

Comment peut évoluer cette guerre
? Faut-il craindre un scénario a la liba-
naise, une guerre de 15 ans ?

Au Liban, l'armée libanaise avait
éclaté et des factions s'étaient consti-
tuées. En Syrie, 1'Etat et I'armée n'ont
pas éclaté. Tant que cela tient, la sortie
de crise pourrait étre plus rapide qu'au
Liban. D'autre part, on n'est plus a
I'époque de la guerre comme au Liban.
Tout dépend de la capacité des Etats-
Unis a faire entendre raison a I'Arabie
saoudite et a la Turquie. Les Américains
ont pris conscience du danger d'un Etat
failli dans la région, avec une forte pré-
dominance du djihadisme d'Al-Qaida.
Cette situation pourrait affecter la sécu-
rité d'Israél et leurs intéréts énergétiques.

Propos recueillis par Henri Garabed

* & o

Bagdad critique l'intention des Kurdes
d'exporter seuls leur pétrole

BAGDAD, 01 fév 2014 (AFP)

des revenus du gouvernement et prés de deux tiers du PIB.

LE VICE-PREMIER ministre irakien en charge de I'énergie, Hussein
Chahristani, a dénoncé samedi l'intention de la province autonome du
Kurdistan irakien d'exporter son pétrole indépendamment des autorités de
Bagdad.

Le gouvernement central et la province du Kurdistan se livrent depuis plusieurs
mois une bataille sur cette question. Bagdad estime que I'énergie produite dans
les régions appartient au pays tout entier, tandis que le Kurdistan souhaite traiter
directement avec des compagnies pétrolieres.

"Nous n'avons pas trouvé d'accord national sur I'extraction et la commercialisa-
tion du pétrole dans I'ensemble des territoires irakiens", a déclaré M. Chahristani
lors d'une rencontre sur les évolutions du secteur énergétique.

"La situation avec le Kurdistan est toujours bloquée", a-t-il ajouté assurant qu'il
"existe une zone floue, nous ne savons pas quelle quantité de pétrole cette région
extrait, a quel prix elle le vend, et o vont les revenus".

En 2013, I'rak a produit en moyenne 3,07 millions de barils par jour, selon
I'Agence internationale de I'Energie (AIE), et les ventes de brut représentent 95%

En janvier, le gouvernement irakien avait menacé de boycotter les entreprises
turques et d'annuler des contrats si du pétrole kurde était exporté a I'étranger via
la Turquie sans son aval, aprés 'annonce d'un début d'acheminement de brut du
Kurdistan irakien vers ce pays.

Un projet de contrat entre Ankara et le Kurdistan irakien prévoit notamment la
construction d'un nouvel oléoduc d'une capacité de 300.000 barils par jour.

Le vice-président américain, Joe Biden, s'est entretenu sur la question lors d'une
conversation téléphonique vendredi avec le président du Kurdistan, Massoud
Barzani, selon la Maison Blanche.

MM. Barzani et Biden "ont confirmé qu'il est nécessaire d'avoir une importante
coopération entre le gouvernement régional du Kurdistan et le gouvernement
irakien pour trouver un accord sur les exports énergétiques et le partage des
revenus", a précisé Washington.

Outre le différent sur le pétrole, un conflit territorial oppose le gouvernement cen-
tral au Kurdistan irakien, qui jouit d'une importante autonomie et dispose de ses
propres forces de sécurité, gouvernement et drapeau.
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Turkish financial crisis
adds to region's chaos

By David P Goldman
www.atimes.com

More than coincidence accounts for the
visit to Iran by Turkish Prime Minister
Recep Tayyip Erdogan on January 28, the
same day that his economic policy col-
lapsed in a most humiliating way.

As the Turkish lira collapsed to levels
that threatened to bankrupt many Turkish
companies, the country's central bank
raised interest rates, ignoring Erdogan's
longstanding pledge to keep

interest rates low and his almost-daily
denunciation of an "interest rate lobby"
that sought to bring down the Turkish econ-
omy. Erdogan's prestige was founded on
Turkey's supposed economic miracle.

Hailed as"the next superpower" by John
Feffer of the Institute for Policy Studies,
and as "Europe's BRIC" by The Economist,
Turkey has become the Sick Man of the
Middle East. It now appears as a stock char-
acter in the comic-opera of Third World
economics: a corrupt dictatorship that
bought popularity through debt accumula-
tion and cronyism, and now is suffering the
same kind of economic hangover that hit
Latin America during the 1980s.

That is not how Erdogan sees the mat-
ter, to be sure: for months he has
denounced the "interest rate lobby".
Writes the Hurriyet Daily News columnist
Emre Deliveli, "He did not specify who the
members of this lobby were, so | had to
resort to pro-government newspapers.
According to articles in a daily owned by
the conglomerate where the PM's son-in-
law is CEO, the lobby is a coalition of Jewish
financiers associated with both Opus Dei
and llluminati. It seems the two sworn ene-
mies have put aside their differences to
ruin Turkey."

U S President Barack Obama told an inter-
viewer in 2012 that Erdogan was one of
his five closest overseas friends, on par with
the leaders of Britain, Germany, South
Korea and India. Full disclosure: as the
Jewish banker who has been most aggres-
sive in forecasting Turkey's crisis during the
past two years, | have had no contact with
Opus Dei on this matter, much less the
mythical llluminati.

Erdogan was always a loose cannon.
Now he has become unmoored. Paranoia is
endemic in Turkish politics because so
much of it is founded on conspiracy. The
expression "paranoid Turk" is a pleonasm.

Source: Turkish Central Bank

Islamist followers of the self-styled prophet
Fetullah Gulen infiltrated the security serv-
ices and helped Erdogan jail some of the
country's top military commanders on
dubious allegations of a coup plot. Last
August a Turkish court sentenced some 275
alleged members of the "Ergenekon" coup
plot, including dozens of military officers,
journalists, and secular leaders of civil soci-
ety.

ow Gulen has broken with Erdogan and

his security apparatus has uncovered
massive documentation of corruption in
the Erdogan administration. Erdogan is fir-
ing police and security officials as fast as
they arrest his cronies.

There is a world difference, though,
between a prosperous paranoid and an
impecunious one. Turkey cannot fund its
enormous current borrowing needs with-
out offering interest rates so high that they
will pop the construction-and-consumer
bubble that masqueraded for a Turkish eco-
nomic miracle during the past few years.

The conspiracy of international
bankers, Opus Dei and Illuminati that rages
in Erdogan's Anatolian imagination has tri-
umphed, and the aggrieved prime minister
will not go quietly. As Erdogan abhors old
allies who in his imagined betrayed him and
seeks new ones, the situation will get
worse.

One of the worst ideas that ever
occurred to Western planners was the
hope that Turkey would provide a pillar of
stability in an otherwise chaotic region, a
prosperous Muslim democracy that would
set an example to anti-authoritarian move-
ments. The opposite has occurred:
Erdogan's Turkey is not a source of stability
but a spoiler allied to the most destructive
and anti-Western forces in the region.

It seems unlikely that the central bank's

belated rate increase will forestall further
devaluation of the lira. With inflation at
7.4% and rising, the central bank's 10% ref-
erence rate offers only a modest premium
above the inflation rate. About two-fifths of
Turkey's corporate debt is denominated in
foreign currency, and the lira's decline
translates into higher debt service costs.
Turkey is likely to get the worst of both
worlds, namely higher local interest rate
and a weaker currency.

Now Erdogan's Cave of Wonders has
sunk back into the sand. Few analysts asked
how Turkey managed to sustain a current
account deficit that ranged between 8%
and 10% of gross domestic product during
the past three years, as bad as the Greek
deficit during the years before its financial
collapse in 2011.

The likely answer is that Turkey drew on
vast amounts of credit from Saudi and
other Gulf state banks, with strategic as
well as financial motives. Data from the
Bank for International Settlements show
that Turkey financed a large part of its
enormous deficit through the interbank
market, that is, through short-term loans to
Turkish banks from other banks.

Western banks report no such exposure
to Turkey; the Gulf banks do not report
regional exposure, and anecdotal evidence
suggests that Sunni solidarity had some-
thing to do with the Gulf states' willingness
to take on Turkish exposure.

Relations between Turkey and the Gulf
States are now in shambles. Saudi Arabia
abhors the Muslim Brotherhood, which
wants to replace the old Arab monarchies
with Islamist regimes founded on modern
totalitarian  parties, while Erdogan
embraced the Brotherhood. The Saudis are
the main source of financial support for
Egypt's military government, while Ankara
has denounced the military's suppression
of the Muslim Brotherhood.

Whether the Gulf States simply ran out
of patience or resources to support
Erdogan's credit binge, or whether their
displeasure at Turkey's misbehavior per-
suaded them to withdraw support, is hard
to discern. Both factors probably were at
work. In either case, Erdogan's rancor at
Saudi Arabia has brought him closer to
Teheran.

Turkey should have restricted credit
growth and raised interest rates to reduce
its current account deficit while it still had
time. Erdogan, though, did the opposite:
Turkish banks increased their rate of lend-
ing while reducing interest rates to busi-
nesses and consumers.

Given the country's enormous current
account deficit, this constituted irresponsi-
bility in the extreme. Erdogan evidently
thought that his mandate depended on
cheap and abundant credit. The credit bub-
ble fed construction, where employment
nearly doubled between 2009 and >
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> 2013. Construction jobs increased
through 2013, after manufacturing and
retail employment already had begun to
shrink.

| predicted the end of Erdogan's sup-
posed economic miracle in the Winter 2012
edition of Middle East Quarterly, compar-
ing Erdogan's boomlet to the Latin
American blowouts of the 1990s:

In some respects, Erdogan's bubble
recalls the experiences of Argentina in 2000
and Mexico in 1994 where surging external
debt produced short-lived bubbles of pros-
perity, followed by currency devaluations

and deep slumps. Both Latin American gov-
ernments bought popularity by providing
cheap consumer credit as did Erdogan in
the months leading up to the June 2011
national election. Argentina defaulted on
its $132 billion public debt, and its economy
contracted by 10 percent in real terms in
2002. Mexico ran a current account deficit
equal to 8 percent of GDP in 1993, framing
the 1994 peso devaluation and a subse-
quent 10 percent decline in consumption.

In the meantime, Turkey has entered a
perfect storm. As its currency plunges,
import costs soar, which means that a cur-
rent account of 8% of GDP will shortly turn
into 10% to 12% of GDP - unless the coun-
try stops importing, which means a drastic
fall in economic activity. As its currency
falls, its cost of borrowing jumps, which
means that the cost of servicing existing
debt will compound its current financing
requirements. The only cure for Erdogan's
debt addiction, to borrow a phrase, is cold
turkey.

The vicious cycle will end when valua-
tions are sufficiently low and the govern-
ment is sufficiently cooperative to sell
assets at low prices to foreign investors,
and when Turkish workers accept lower
wages to produce products for export.

ne might envision a viable economic

future for Turkey as the terminus on
the "New Silk Road" that China proposes to
build across Central Asia, with high-speed
rail stretching from Beijing to Istanbul.
Chinese manufacturers might ship contain-
er loads of components to Turkey for
assembly and transshipment to the
European and Middle Eastern markets, and
European as well as Asian firms might build
better factors in Turkey for export to China.
Contrary to conventional wisdom, Turkey's
path to Europe lies not through Brussels
but through Beijing.

That is Turkey's future, but as the old
joke goes, it can't get there from here.

Turkey has a small but highly compo-
nent professional class trained at a handful
of good universities, but the Erdogan
regime - the so-called "Anatolian tigers" -
have disenfranchised them in favor of Third
World corruption and cronyism. The secu-
lar parties that bear the faded inheritance
of Kemal Ataturk lack credibility. They are
tainted by years of dirty war against the
Kurds, of collusion with military repression,
and their own proclivity towards a paranoid
form of nationalism.

Erdogan's AKP is a patronage organiza-
tion that has run out of cash and credit, and
its fate is unclear. The highly influential
Gulen organization has a big voice, includ-
ing the Zaman media chain, but no political
network on the ground.

o replacement for Erdogan stands in

the wings, and the embattled prime
minister will flail in all directions until the
local elections on March 30.

The last thing to expect from Erdogan is
a coherent policy response. On the con-
trary, the former Anatolian villager thrives
on contradiction, the better to keep his
adversaries guessing.

Turkish policy has flailed in every direc-
tion during recent weeks. Erdogan's Iran
visit reportedly focused on Syria, where
Turkey has been engaged in a proxy war
with Iran's ally Basher al-Assad. Ankara's
support for Syrian rebels dominated by al-
Qaeda jihadists appears to have increased;
in early January Turkish police stopped a
Turkish truck headed for Syria, and Turkish
intelligence agents seized it from the
police. Allegedly the truck contained
weapons sent by the IHH Foundation, the
same group that sent the Mavi Marmara to
Gaza in 2010. The Turkish opposition claims
that the regime is backing al-Qaeda in Syria.
One can only imagine what Erdogan dis-
cussed with his Syrian hosts.

Some 4,500 Turks reportedly are fight-
ing alongside 14,000 Chechnyans and a
total of 75,000 foreign fighters on the al-
Qaeda side in Syria. Ankara's generosity to

the Syrian jihadists is a threat to Russia,
which has to contend with terrorists from
the Caucasus, as well as Azerbaijan, where
terrorists are infiltrating through Turkish
territory from Syria. Russia's generally cor-
dial relations with Turkey were premised
on Turkish help in suppressing Muslim ter-
rorism in the Caucasus. There is a substan-
tial Chechnyan Diaspora in Turkey, aided by
Turkish Islamists, and Moscow has remon-
strated with Turkey on occasion about its
tolerance or even encouragement of
Caucasian terrorists.

doubt that Erdogan has any grand plan in

the back of his mind. On the contrary:
having attempted to manipulate everyone
in the region, he has no friends left. But he
is in a tight spot, and in full paranoid fury
about perceived plots against him. The like-
lihood is that he will lean increasingly on his
own hard core, that is, the most extreme
elements in his own movement.

Erdogan has been in what might be
called a pre-apocalyptic mood for some
time. The long term has looked grim for
some time, on demographic grounds: a
generation from now, half of all military-
age men in Turkey will hail from homes
where Kurdish is the first language. "If we
continue the existing [fertility] trend, 2038
will mark disaster for us," he warned in a
May 10, 2010, speech reported by the Daily
Zaman.

But disaster already has arrived. In
some ways Turkey's decline is more dan-
gerous than the Syrian civil war, or the low-
intensity civil conflict in Iraq or Egypt.
Turkey held the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization's eastern flank for more than
six decades, and all parties in the region -
including Russia - counted on Turkey to
help maintain regional stability. Turkey no
longer contributes to crisis management. It
is another crisis to be managed. o

Spengler is channeled by David P Goldman. He

is Senior Fellow at the London Center for Policy
Research and Associate Fellow at the Middle East
ForumHis book How Civilizations Die (and why
Islam is Dying, Too) was published by Regnery
Press in September 2011. A volume of his essays on
culture, religion and economics, It's Not the End of
the World - It's Just the End of You, also appeared
that fall, from Van Praag Press.
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Iraqi budget battle brews over
Kurdish oil exports

Orlando Crowcroft
www.thenational.ae

he tug of war between Baghdad

and Erbil has become a traditional
fixture in the Iraqi political calendar in
the months before the debate on the
country’s budget, with both sides clai-
ming that the other is failing to fulfil its
constitutional commitments.

This year is no different, with
Baghdad upping the Kurdistan Regional
Government’s (KRG) oil export quota to
an unfeasible 400,000 barrels per day,
up from 250,000 bpd last year. Baghdad
has threatened to cut the Kurds out of
the budget if they do not hit that target
on which, it claims, the annual budget
relies.

The KRG, meanwhile, claims that it
is not receiving the 17 per cent of Iraqi
revenues to which it is entitled under
the constitution to, among other com-
mitments, pay salaries of the pesh-
merga (armed forces).

Most recently, the Kurds have begun
to export oil to Turkey through a new
pipeline independently in direct
defiance of Baghdad, which has angrily
accused the KRG of stealing Iraqi oil in
the international media.

“The spat is nothing new, but the
difference this time is the amount of oil
that can be exported by the KRG, which
could turn the table on Baghdad in
terms of economic dependence.
Baghdad will have little or no leverage
left if the KRG can sell oil indepen-
dently,” said Shwan Zulal, the head of
Carduchi Consulting in London.

The KRG ministry of natural
resources exported two million barrels
of crude through the pipeline in
January, and it has a target of 10 mil-
lion to 12 million barrels a month by
the end of the year. Although for the
time being Turkey has vowed not to sell
Kurdish oil until it receives a green light
from Baghdad, Mr Zulal estimated that
within 18 months the KRG could be
exporting enough to sustain itself, at
least in the short term.

Speaking to the local newspaper
Rudaw earlier this year, the KRG deputy
finance minister, Rashid Tahir, intimated
that the Kurdish region of Iraq had an
eye on self-sufficiency as the exports
through the Turkey pipeline increase.
He said the KRG made 10.5 trillion Iraqi
dinars (Dh33.1 million) through oil

A flame rises from a pipeline at Tawke
oil field. The Kurds have begun to
export oil to Turkey through a new
pipeline independently in direct defiance

exports and internal revenues last year.

It is little surprise, then, that
Baghdad has been piling on the pres-
sure, with Haider Al Abaidi, the head of
the Iraqgi parliament’s treasury commit-
tee, saying last month that unless the
Kurds upped their production to 400,000
bpd and pay export revenue to the
national treasury this year, the budget
will collapse.

He estimated that the Iraqi budget
deficit would be as much as US$18 bil-
lion this year even if the Kurds do meet
this target — because of a sharp
increase in public sector wages, student
allowances, child benefit and pensions
— and warned that the Kurdish region
risked losing its cut of state spending if
it did not pay Baghdad what it
demands.

“They are not contributing, so why
should they get something out of it? At
the moment we have a deficit of 21tn
dinars. If you add 15tn or 16tn dinars to
it [the amount expected to be lost if
the KRG does not pay its oil export
revenue], the budget will collapse,” he
said.

But analysts are not convinced by
such guilt-tripping on the part of the
south. Richard Mallinson, a geopolitical
analyst and Iraq expert at Energy
Aspects in London, argued that the rhe-
toric over budget collapse is overblown,
citing the fact that similar warnings
were made last year with little drastic
consequence for Iraq’s finances.

“[The 2013 budget] supposed
250,000 bpd of exports going into the
federal budget over the entire year.
Kurdistan hasn’t done that and the bud-
get hasn’t collapsed because oil prices

have been higher and because Baghdad
hasn’t spent as much as it was anticipa-
ting,” Mr Mallinson said.

“So some of these statements are
more about trying to apply pressure on
the Kurds.”

Mr Zulal expects the final produc-
tion targets to be lowered during nego-
tiations over the budget, given that the
current expectations are so unfeasible.

“[They are] setting the target high
to negotiate down later. The KRG has no
capacity at this moment to export
400,000 bpd. Even if they hit that level
of production, the domestic market
would be starved. It would not be prac-
tical,” he said.

In terms of a resolution, it will likely
be politics that forces a compromise
between the north and the south.
Analysts point out that the parliamen-
tary elections in Iraq in April have
intensified the political dimension of
the negotiations, with the prime minis-
ter, Nouri Al Maliki, needing to look
tough on the Kurds to appease nationa-
lists in the south as he vies for a third
term in office.

“Baghdad is using it to play to the
nationalists and ultranationalists in Iraq.
He needs to show that he is not letting
the Kurds get away with it,” Mr Zulal
said.

Others said that the elections, along
with being partly responsible for the
spat, could also help to resolve it, with
Mr Maliki coming to an agreement with
the Kurds in return for their support for
his leadership bid. Indeed, the Kurdish
parties remain a powerful bloc in the
perennially divided Iraqi parliament.

“There is then the question of the
coalition building in the constitutional
assembly and the fact that the Kurds
are an important power bloc alongside
the main Shia and Sunni parties — so
certainly Mr Maliki and his government
haven’t been able to dismiss them com-
pletely. They have always tried by and
large to work with them,” Mr Mallinson
said.

“l expect that somewhere around
the election, either just before or just
after, Baghdad will grudgingly agree to
allow the KRG to manage its own oil
exports, with some sort of revenue-sha-
ring arrangement.”
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Turkey leftist party

releases jailed
Kurdish leader

Ocalan’s video file

Abdulla Ocalan says the video is attempt to

sabotage resolution process

i February 9, 2014
http://www.ekurd.net

ANKARA,— Turkey leftist Workers Party released a video file that
i shows jailed Kurdish leader Abdullah Ocalan during an investigation in
i 1999.

i Ocalan, in the file, has reportedly vowed to apply the Kurdistan wor-
i kers’ Party (PKK) power for Turkey.

i Government cannot do everything directly and sometimes a force in
i needed for some affairs just like the US government, Ocalan has
i reportedly told the investigators, demanding Turkey should follow the
i policy.

i The recent release of a video of jailed Kurdish leader Abdullah Ocalan
: is aimed at sabotaging the Kurdish peace process and confusing the
i voters before the March local elections in Turkey, said a Kurdish MP in
i the Turkish parliament.

“The release of the video is within the frame of the attempts to sabo-
i tage the peace and confuse the Kurdish voters,” said Sirri Sureyya
i Onder, co-founder of the People's Democratic Party (HDP) in Turkey.

On Thursday, the vice chairman of the Workers' Party of Turkey, Hasan
i Basri Ozbey, released Ocalan’s video at a press conference in Istanbul.

i The video appears to show the imprisoned leader of the Kurdistan
i Workers’ Party (PKK) being questioned by Hasan Atilla Ugur, a Turkish
i military colonel who was later arrested for a plot to overthrow the
government, shortly after his arrest in 1999.

i “Those who released the video belong to the deep state forces who
i are opposing a resolution of the Kurdish issue,” Onder said. “The deep
: state forces have released the video just before the elections to put
negative influence on Ocalan’s status and role,” he added.

i Ugur, who appears to be questioning Ocalan in the video, was arres-
i ted in 2008 for alleged connection with the Ergenekon clandestine
operation to overthrow the government. In 2013, a Turkish court sen-
i tenced Ugur to 29 years in jail for involvement in conspiracies against
: the government.

Ocalan video edited and montaged: PKK

i The spokesman of the Group of Communities in Kurdistan (KCK), the
i umbrella organization of the Kurdistan Worker’s Party (PKK), has said
i that the video of jailed PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan released last week,
which dates back to 1999, has been edited and montaged.

i Spokesman of the KCK Zagros Hiwa said the video of Ocalan dates back
i to February 1999 when he was arrested in Kenya. Hiwa said Ocalan’s
: arrest was an international conspiracy and that the international plot
i against him is continuing with the recent release of the video.

i “Those who are against the peace process between the Turkish
i government and Kurdish people in Turkey, especially the PKK, are wil-
: ling to foil the process and it is the same people that released the edi-
i ted Ocalan speeches and videos to spread false propaganda about
i him,” Hiwa was quoted by Basnews as saying.

i He noted that Turkish hostiles towards the PKK are continuing through
i these sort of actions.

i Hiwa stressed that there is a montage in Ocalan’s speech in the video
i and that it has been edited in a way that made the words give diffe-
i rent meaning to what he says.

i “This is directly related to the peace process in Turkey that Ocalan
i himself initiated and subsequently gained support from all parts of

Kurdistan due to the achievements of the process and its additional
benefits for the Turkish government,” Hiwa added.

He also acknowledged that, “All this propaganda is managed by one
center-left party in Turkey.”

Ocalan himself rejected the release of the video, claiming its intent is
to damage the peace process between the PKK and the Turkish state.

Ocalan says the video is attempt to sabotage resolution process

The pro-Kurdish Peace and Democracy Party BDP parliamentary group
president Pervin Buldan, BDP deputy idris Baluken and HDP vice co-
chair and deputy Sirri Siireyya Onder have returned from imrali where
they have visited Kurdish people's leader Abdullah Ocalan in the after-
noon. :

In a statement to reporters the BDP-HDP delegation conveyed Oca-
lan's messages which primarily included his comments about a video :
of the Kurdish leader recently published on internet. Ocalan said the :
video was produced as a part of a sneaky plan aimed at ending or dis-
gracing the resolution process. The Kurdish leader emphasized that
the content of the video was distorted with a compilation of context- :
free extracted sentences, and had nothing to do with reality. i

“Those who did this are actors that imperialist operation centers have :
bloodily used in dirty businesses. What is aimed here is to prevent the :
peace and alliance of Turkish-Kurdish and all other peoples. Those :
who edit this video, released it and are defending it politically are :
those who attribute their existence to the Kurdish war and the pro-
coup mechanism of this war. My basic approach concerning this issue i
is present in the most evident way in my statements of self-defense, :
also showing consistency since the very beginning”, Ocalan underlined
and remarked that as the international conspiracy enters the 16th :
year, the conspiracy has substantially been shed light on and precau- :
tions have been taken against it in many aspects. :

Ocalan pointed out that by exposing and condemning the internatio- i
nal conspiracy, the imrali process has created an important opportu- :
nity for a permanent peace of peoples. This exactly is why pro-coup :
powers are aiming the imrali process, he underlined. i

Putting emphasis on the need for democratization to be led by an
assurance of social agreement, Ocalan remarked that the govern- :
ment's introduction of unilateral packages to ensure its own safety is :
not democratization but being provocateur at the point the resolution
process has reached. H

The Kurdish leader also stated that the government has grown away
from the seriousness of the issue on the excuse of elections, noting
that the government would primarily be responsible for the ending of :
the process unless it underwent an immediate change in its approach
towards the resolution process. Ocalan suggested that negotiation
delegations should be formed urgently and the process should be
grounded on democratic law of contract to ensure the advancement
of the process. :

Ocalan extended his greetings to the Kurdish people, workers of the i
Kurdish press, sick prisoners, women in particular, all his comrades in
prison and ranks of the Kurdish movement, and called on the Kurdish :
people to unite around their democratic peace politics. m H

Copyright ©, respective author or news agency, firatnews.com |
rudaw.net | kurdpress.ir | Ekurd.net :
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www.shafaaq.com

S hafaq News / The President of

Kurdistan region , Massoud Barzani
said on Wednesday that the radical solu-
tions of Iraq’s situation is to comply with
the federal system because it is the main
base of the Constitution, stressing the need
to speed up in its application.

A statement for the presidency of the
region reported for “Shafaq News " , that
Barzani met with the delegation accompa-
nying him (yesterday ) in Berlin , Frank-
Walter and the German foreign minister .
He added that Walter talked about the cur-
rent situation in Iraq in general and Anbar
province in particular and the process of
the upcoming parliamentary elections in
Iraq , expressing his expectations for the
political map of Iraq after the elections .

The statement said the German minister
put forward a series of questions and inqui-
ries to Barzani .

The statement added that Barzani respon-
ded to questions from the German Foreign
Minister in which President Barzani shed
light on the security situation in Iraq and
Anbar province in particular, pointing out
that he believes that it is necessary to
address this situation as soon as possible .

Barzani added that radical treatment is that
Iraq must commit to the federal system ,
because this is the main basis in the Iraqi
Constitution , as reported in the statement
, adding that all parties must cooperate and
coordinate to address "terrorism" because "
terrorists " have promoted their strength
and they are now pose a threat to all
region.

Regarding the parliamentary elections in
Iraq ; Barzani stressed , according to the
same statement, the need for the commit-
ment of all parties to conduct these elec-
tions in its timely manner .

On the relations between Kurdistan Region
and Turkey; Barzani pointed out that these
relations are in the interest of both parties
at the same time in the interest of Iraq in
general , as stated in the same statement .

Barzani: Fast solutions for Iraq’s
conditions is in the federal system

About the internal situation of Kurdistan
Region ; Barzani talked about the parlia-
mentary elections , the continuation of the
improved security situation and stability in
the region , adding that there has been pro-
gress in strengthening the infrastructure of
Kurdistan region in all respects.

The meeting also addressed the relations
between Kurdistan Region and the Federal
Republic of Germany and ways of enhan-
cing them , as well as discuss the status of
the Kurdish community in Europe and its
role in the construction process in
Kurdistan Region

It should be noted that the relations bet-
ween Erbil and Baghdad and the oil policy
of Kurdistan Region , as well as the politi-
cal situation in the region and the situation
in Syria was another aspect of this meeting.

The President of Kurdistan Region |,
Massoud Barzani had left Erbil mid of last
month at the head of a high level delega-
tion to visit a number of European coun-
tries and to participate in the World
Economic Forum in Davos and to meeting
with a number of presidents and senior
officials in a number of foreign countries
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%Syrian Kurds
reportedly seek to
_export oil via Turkey

February 5, 2014
i http://www.ekurd.net

ANKARA,— Syrian Kurdish Democratic Union Party (PYD) co-chair

¢ Asia Abdullah said that Rojava (Syrian Kurdistan) was seeking good

i relations with Turkey.

H Syrian Kurdish Democratic Union Party (PYD) co-chair Asia
Abdullah (C) with the Pro-Kurdish Peace and Democracy
Party (BDP) Co-chairperson Selahattin Demirtas (L) and

BDP Deputy Pervin Buldan (R) at the Turkish parliament in
Ankara, February 4, 2014. Photo: Cihan

¢ Following the declaration of autonomous independence of three
Kurdish regions in western Kurdistan [northern Syria], it has repor-
i tedly been announced that the Syrian Kurds are preparing to export
i their oil via Turkey, the world bulletin website reported.

i Abdullah arrived in Turkey to attend in a Kurdish political conference
i in Ankara. Newly-established Turkey's Kurdish Peoples' Democratic
i Party (HDP) invited Abdullah to visit Turkey and attend in the party’s
i conference titled “Kurds Policy in New Era." on Sunday.

i Asia Abdullah, one of the leaders of the Syrian Kurdish PYD party, has
i been reported to have have said that the PYD was in talks with

Turkey's Foreign Ministry to discuss the export of oil, according to the
daily Milliyet.
Although Abdullah said that the meetings between PYD chief Salih
Muslim and Turkey regarding the issue are currently on hold, he :
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reportedly said 'The more meetings there are the better. We see this
: as important for the future of Syria,' adding that they wanted to
i continue the dialogue process with Turkey.

i Denying that the Syrian Kurds were after full independence, Abdullah
i added that two of the first three people in the first canton to declare
i autonomy,www.Ekurd.net Jazeera [Cizire], were non-Kurds -with one
i being an Arab and the other being a Syriac.

Speaking to BBC Turkish, Abdullah also said that Rojava (Syrian
i Kurdistan) was seeking Turkey's support, reassuring that Rojava is not
i and would not be an opposing power to Turkey.

i Asia Abdullah attended on Tuesday the BDP’s group meeting at the
i Turkish Parliament in Ankara. PYD leader was welcomed with
i applause by the MPs upon his arrival at the hall before the group
i meeting started. Later, Abdullah and the Pro-Kurdish Peace and
i Democracy Party (BDP) Co-chairperson Selahattin Demirtas took their
: seats.

i Kicking off the meeting, BDP Deputy Pervin Buldan said “Greetings to
i Rojova [Syrian Kurdistan] revolution,” referring to PYD leader’s visit

which marks the first time in Parliament’s history.

The autonomic administrations launched in Syrian Kurdistan [Rojava] :
by Syria Kurds are good models for Syria political structure, said Asia i
Abdullah. According to DIHA news agency, Abdullah told a Kurdish
conference in Ankara on Sunday that Syria Kurds have created auto- :
nomic administrations with the participation of Kurds, Arabs, :
Armenians and Assyrians and the model can be a great example for :
Syria.
Political structures based on religious, racial and cultural differences
can solve the problem in Syria in a way all Syrian elements can parti- :
cipate in, she added. H

Abdullah also noted Syria Kurds are fighting against assaults of i
diverse groups and they have paid a big cost to save their identity and
existence, reminding that Syria government has neglected the rights i
and demands of Kurds in the past 50 years. She continued that her
party believes Kurds were not invited to Geneva Il conference while
they should have been invited to the gathering that was to find a solu-
tion to Syria civil war. m H

10 / February / 2014

KRG Says It Won’t Deal With
PYD Cantons in Syria

rudaw.net

to its position,” he said.
Divisions over the issue are
likely to become more complex
once political parties end their
current negotiations on forming
the Kurdistan Region’s new cabi-
net, which will place the KDP
side-by-side with some of the par-

. . PYD’s ties that stand behind the PYD.
R}]?IL’ Kurdistan Region _l Asia However, political differences
The  Kurdistan . Reglona Abdulla. over major issues within the KRG
Government (KRG) said it will not Photo are nothing new
deal with the “cantons” declared Rudaw The KDP .and PKK each

by the Democratic Union Party

(PYD) in Syria, countering expres-
sions of support by several parties
in Iraqi Kurdistan.

A declaration of autonomy in
Syrian Kurdistan (Rojava) has
been rejected by the KRG, which
is dominated by the Kurdistan
Democratic Party. The PYD, on
the other hand, is backed by the
KDP’s age-old rival the Kurdistan
Workers’ Party (PKK).

“Regarding the Rojava
Cantons, KRG has decided to
support a decision made by all the
Kurdish groups and parties, and it
won't deal with any unilateral
decision,” Falah Mustafa, head of
the KRG's foreign relations, told
Rudaw.

The KRG has refused to reco-
gnize the autonomy in Rojava
because it accuses the PYD of
sidelining other smaller parties in
areas under its control.

With some of its local allies,

including Arabs and Christians,
the PYD established three autono-
mous cantons -- Cizire, Afrin and
Kobani -- last month to run the
affairs of the Kurdish areas in nor-
theastern Syria.

Mustafa noted that the KRG's
position is clear and deals with
this issue in the same way the
European countries do.

The PYD’s declared auto-
nomy has received no Western
backing, largely due to its links
with the PKK, which is listed as a
terrorist group both by the
European Union and the United
States.

PYD leaders, in turn, accuse
most Kurdish and Arab opposi-
tion parties of being tools of

neighboring countries and imple-
menting foreign agendas in Syria.

Mustafa’s comments came
just two days after a conference
in Sulaimani, in which several
Kurdish political parties expres-
sed their official support for the
PYD's declared autonomy.

The Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan (PUK), the Change
Movement (Gorran) and the
Kurdistan Islamic Union
(Yekgirtu) have expressed official
support for the PYD government.

Mustafa called on political
parties in Kurdistan not to politi-
cize the issue.

“It’s not necessary for some
parties to make a political bid out
of this and the KRG is committed

believes it should have the upper
hand in Syria’s Kurdish regions.
Each has tried to have the greater
influence among the country’s
Kurds, who make up about 10
percent of Syria’s 22 million
population.

Defending the autonomous
cantons, senior PYD leader Asia
Abdulla told Rudaw: “This is the
project of the people. Everyone
has the right to establish a demo-
cratic entity for their people in
their country, no matter what
others think.”

“The project of democratic
autonomy is a democratic pro-
cess,” she added. “Historically it
has been a successful path.”

Abdullah said that the autono-
mous cantons are based on the
needs of the people, and that the
views of towns, villages and
municipalities are seriously consi-
dered in the administrations. 0
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Erdogan Loses It

How the Islamists Forfeited Turkey

http://www.foreignaffairs.com
By Halil Karaveli

he Turkish state changed hands a
decade ago, when Islamic conserva-
tives (supported by the liberals) prevailed
in elections against the country’s old guard,
the rightist nationalists known as
Kemalists. It may be about to do so again.
The conservative alliance of Prime Minister
Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s Justice and
Development Party (AKP) and the move-
ment of Fethullah Giilen, a Muslim cleric
who leads his congregation from self-
imposed exile in the United States, has
imploded. As it does, the military is gearing
up to insert itself into politics once more.

The trouble started in 2011, when Erdogan
decided to purge most Giilen supporters
from the AKP party list ahead of the gener-
al election in June. No longer willing to
share power with anyone else, Erdogan also
ousted most liberals and supporters of the
moderate President Abdullah Giil. Then, a
subsequent reform of the public adminis-
tration served as an excuse to remove many
Giilenists from key bureaucratic posts.

The Giilenists’ response came in February
2012, when a prosecutor believed to be
affiliated with the movement tried to sum-
mon Hakan Fidan, the head of the National
Intelligence Organization and a close confi-
dant of Erdogan, for questioning over his
role in then-secret negotiations between the
Turkish government and the Kurdistan
Workers’ Party (PKK). The Giilenists had
made their opposition to talks with the
Kurdish movement known and wanted to
derail them by charging Erdogan’s envoy --
and by implication the prime minister him-
self -- with treason.

Last summer, the rift between the two
groups widened as protesters occupied
Gezi Park. Giilen-affiliated media criticized
Erdogan, comparing him to a “pharaoh.”
The government, with its reputation tarni-
shed and Giilenists gaining the upper hand,
announced in late 2013 that it would shut
down Giilen-operated schools. That would
have deprived the movement of its main
source of revenue and recruits. Not ready to
take the hit lying down, the Giilen move-
ment retaliated by supporting a corruption
probe, led by the prosecutor Celal Kara,
against relatives of several cabinet minis-
ters and businessmen with close ties to the
government. Upping the ante, Erdogan
launched a full-scale purge of any suspected

Giilen sympathizers from sensitive posi-
tions in the bureaucracy, judiciary, and
police.

Giilen, of course, insists that he does not
wield any power over state officials and
claims that his only concern is for the pub-
lic. Yet in an exceptionally fiery sermon last
December, Giilen excoriated those “who
turn a blind eye to the thief while punishing
those who prosecute the thieves,” beseech-
ing God to “consume their homes with fire,
destroy their nests, break their accords.”
Even Giilenists do not deny the existence of
an informal network of devotees within the
state. That was the bargain between the
AKP and the Giilenists all along: In return
for its support -- votes and the endorsement
of the AKP by Giilenist media -- the Giilen
movement would get to staff the state
bureaucracy. In fact, the AKP needed the
Giilenists’ well-educated cadres to run
Turkey, especially its police and judiciary.
And since 2008, Giilenist sympathizers in
the police and among prosecutors have
helped put hundreds of regime opponents
in prison.

ow, with the AKP-Giilenist relationship

broken, Erdogan accuses his former
allies of having established a parallel state
that defies the authority of the elected
government and of staging a coup against
him. His most recent move against the so-
called parallel state was his attempt last
month to enact a law that would subordi-
nate the judiciary to the executive, disabling
his enemies from launching further probes.
That will suit the Erdogan family just fine:
A prosecutor tried to detain Erdogan’s son
at the end of last year. The police, instruc-
ted by the government, refused to carry out
the order, and the prosecutor was subse-
quently reassigned. More than 2,000 police
officers and nearly 100 prosecutors have
been reassigned since last December.

The conflict between Erdogan and the
Giilen movement might sound quite byzan-
tine. But remember that this is the land that
gave us the term. Indeed, the dispute fol-
lows a historical pattern. The Ottoman
Sultans feared autonomous powers such as
religious congregations. Mehmet II, the
conqueror of Constantinople, was particu-
larly repressive; he curtailed economic free-
doms in a bid to disempower religious fra-
ternities. Kemal Atatiirk, the founder of the
republic, was obsessed with pacifying reli-
gious congregations, wanting to ensure that
they could never rival the state. Turkish
Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu even

defended the ongoing purges by pointing to
history. Turkish state tradition, he said,
includes the practice of “sacrificing sons for
the state,” to eliminate potential rivals for
the throne.

ow, leading commentators in the AKP’s

media inform that the ruling party
hopes to forge new alliances -- particularly
with the military, its old enemy. But
Erdogan should remember that turning to
the military to help quash opposition is not
risk-free. In 1971, conservative Prime
Minister Siileyman Demirel solicited help
from the military to quash the left, only to
end up out of power. Erdogan has instruc-
ted the Ministry of Justice to prepare for a
retrial of imprisoned military officers. The
generals may very well be acquitted.

It is easy to see how this will play out. After
several years of silence, the Turkish General
Staff has once again taken to issuing politi-
cal statements. The military high command
has called the judiciary to task after
Erdogan’s chief adviser confessed that sev-
eral military officers had been convicted on
trumped-up charges. It has demanded a
retrial of the officers and issued sharp con-
demnations of critics. Many observers fear
that the state’s institutional breakdown will
invite the generals to intervene and “restore
order,” as they have done so many times
before. Stoking those fears: In a letter to a
newspaper editor last month, Necdet Ozel,
the chief of the General Staff, wrote that
ensuring the functioning of the parliamen-
tary system has been “the basic principle” of
the armed forces, stressing that the military
is determined to uphold it because “we
want peace in our country.” The statement
begged the question of what the military
will do if there is no peace in the country.
Military interventions in the past have
always been motivated by an alleged deter-
mination to ensure the preservation of
democracy.

he return of the old military is not the

only risk. There is also a new military to
take into account. Since Islamic conserva-
tives won control of the state apparatus and
subdued the military in 2007 and 2008,
purges from within the military of suspec-
ted Islamists -- which used to take place
once a year -- have ceased. It may be infer-
red from this that there are now likely many
within the military who sympathize with
Giilen. His message, which combines Islam
and Turkish patriotism particularly appeals
to officers, who generally hail from conser-
vative family backgrounds. And mass
imprisonments of top generals, which have
depleted the military’s upper ranks, have
made it possible for younger officers to rise
further and faster than ever. The Giilenist
clout within the military might be conside-
rable. Erdogan would hope that the top
brass, to whom he now appeals, will suc-
ceed in keeping Giilenists among the »»
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» Jower ranks in check. But he must also
fear a move against him by younger officers
acting outside the chain of command. That
was what happened in 1960, when the
authoritarian Prime Minister Adnan
Menderes was toppled.

eyond that, the AKP-Giilenist backbi-
ting represents a massive and collective
failure of the Islamic conservative move-
ment, from which none of its components
may be able to recover. The corruption
charges have deprived the AKP of any

war has shattered the government’s reputa-
tion for managerial competence. The
Giilenists have lost moral capital, too. The
movement has always taken pains to show
itself as standing above petty politics. But
revelations of the extent of its power within
the state undermine that point. The
Giilenists have shaken Erdogan, but they
may have also undone themselves. Their
maneuvering does not inspire confidence in
all of Turkey: According to a recent poll,
only six percent of the public supports the
Giilenists’ case against the AKP, whereas
28.5 percent supports the ruling party, and

45 percent thinks that both the AKP and
the Giilenists are at fault.

Coalitions may come and go, but authori-
tarianism is forever -- or so it seems in
Turkey. The Turkish Islamists’ failure as
managers of the state will most likely cata-
pult the traditional custodians of the state,
the rightist nationalists in the military and
the bureaucracy who enjoy a considerable
following in society, back to power.
*kk

remaining moral authority. And the turf

February 11, 2014

Imprisoned Kurdish
leader Ocalan's
photo posted on
billboards in Turkey

February 11, 2014
i http://www.ekurd.net

i DIYARBAKIR-AMED, Turkey's Kurdish region,— Pro-Kurdish Peace

i and Democracy Party (BDP) will start a series of protests demanding
¢ from Turkish government to release jailed outlawed Kurdistan

i Workers' Party (PKK) leader Abdullah Ocalan, Cihan news reported.

¢ According to Cihan news, a three days campaign "Freedom for

i Ocalan" is planned and expected to end on February 15 with a mass
i march by BDP supporters in the Kurdish eastern province of

i Diyarbakir's Baglar district.

i Within the scope of 15th anniversary of the PKK leader's arrest by

i Turkish security forces in Kenya's Nairobi, BDP will organize series of
i rallies. In a way to promote the campaign in Baglarbasi district, pro-
i Kurdish party posted on billboards latest photos of Ocalan.

i Party authorities also announced "freedom for Ocalan" as the main
i slogan of the campaign.

i Experts say Ocalan has a high symbolic value for most Kurds, num-
i bering to 22.5 million in Turkey, and openly sympathise with PKK
i rebels. He is frequently compared to south African Nelson Mandela.

Kurdish leader Ocalan, 65, the founder of the PKK, had been forced
i from his long-time home in Syria by Turkish pressure in 1998,

i embarked on an odyssey through several European countries and

i ended up in the residence of the Greek ambassador in Nairobi. He
i was on his way from there to the airport on February 15, 1999

i when he was arrested by Turkish agents and put on a plane to

i Turkey.

i Following the arrest, violent protests by Kurds erupted all over

i Europe. Ocalan was put on trial on the heavily guarded prison island
i of Imrali in the Sea of Marmara near Istanbul and sentenced to

i death.

i His sentence was later commuted to life in prison, after Turkey abo-
i lished the death penalty in 2002 after Ankara abolished capital

i punishment as part of reforms to align with European Union norms.

Photo: Cihan

Ocalan was the only prisoner for a decade until new prisoners arri-
ved on November 2009, after the Council of Europe's Committee for i
the Prevention of Torture (CPT) criticised Ankara for violating H
Ocalan's human rights by keeping him in solitary confinement. He is
allowed only visits from close relatives and his lawyers.

After Ocalan called for a peaceful solution from the dock, during his
trial by Turkey, the PKK declared a unilateral ceasefire. But it ended
the ceasefire in 2004. Since then, the PKK has resumed fighting,
mostly against the Turkish military until 2012 when the Turkish
state launched clandestine peace talks with the group.

A fragile peace process in underway between the rebel group and
Ankara, after the PKK's imprisoned leader Abdullah Ocalan called a
historic ceasefire in March 2013.

Since it was established in 1984 the PKK has been fighting the
Turkish state, which still denies the constitutional existence of
Kurds, to establish an autonomous Kurdish region and more cultural
rights for ethnic Kurds, its goal to political autonomy.

PKK's demands included releasing PKK detainees, lifting the ban on
education in Kurdish, paving the way for an autonomous democrat
Kurdish system within Turkey, reducing pressure on the detained
leader Abdullah Ocalan, stopping military action against the Kurdish
party and recomposing the Turkish constitution.

Turkey refuses to recognize its Kurdish population as a distinct
minority. It has allowed some cultural rights such as limited broad-
casts in the Kurdish language and private Kurdish language courses
with the prodding of the European Union, but Kurdish politicians
say the measures fall short of their expectations. m
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Paris Investigation:
Tensions Grow over Murder of
Kurdish Activists

By Jorg Diehl, Ozlem Gezer and

i Fidelius Schmid

http://www.spiegel.de

Did Turkey's secret serv-
ice order the killing of
three Kurdistan Worker's

i Party activists in Paris

last year? Suspicion is

i growing that it did, and
! Germany's domestic

intelligence agency has

i curtailed its cooperation
! with the Turks as a
result.

T he triple murders in January
2014 of Kurdistan Worker's

: Party (PKK) activists in Paris may
i ultimately emerge as one of the most

audacious political killings to take
place in Western Europe in years.

i New suspicions -- although they are

still only that -- suggest there may be
Turkish intelligence links to the

i slayings, a development that, if pro-
i ven, could have serious repercus-

sions for relations between Ankara
and Europe. The case has numerous

: links to Germany, and officials here

are closely monitoring the investiga-
tion as it unfolds in France.

At the center of the explosive new
details is a recording -- a purported

{ conversation between Omer Glney,
i the man accused of murdering the

three female activists, and what are
alleged to be two members of

i Turkey's National Intelligence
i Organization (MIT). The recording

was posted on the Internet on Jan.
12, ostensibly by a friend of Gliney,

i who has since been charged by

French prosecutors in the killing.
Guney, who lived in Bavaria in

i Southern Germany from 2003 to
i 2011, had left the recording with the

friend in case something happened to
him.
The recording is 10 minutes long and

includes what are purported to be

details about the planned killings.
"Are you thinking of using gloves?" a
suspected MIT agent asks. "Yes," the
alleged shooter answers. "No traces
on the gun."

In the recording, the men discuss the
fact that the killer needs two guns in
case one of them fails. And that he
wants to purchase his weapons and
ammunition from an Arab in
Belgium, but hasn't done so yet. Also
that he has already had one opportu-
nity to strike.

They talk about escape routes and
about the possible risks. "Can they
follow the trail of who obtained it?"
one of the alleged officers asks. "No,
it'll be in a blank package," the sus-
pected hit man ensures. "Let's talk
again. Let's review your plan," the
men warn. "May God protect us from
the smallest mistake, because you're
important to us. The others aren't."

WERE KILLINGS A HIT JOB?

Together with other circumstantial
evidence, the recording is fueling the
suspicion currently being pursued by
French investigators. It is one that
has also unsettled German security
agencies. They suspect that Gliney
may have murdered the three PKK
activists in a hit ordered by Turkey's
MIT. The PKK is banned in the
European Union as a terrorist organi-
zation.

The main piece of evidence suppor-
ting the theory is a document alle-
gedly originating from MIT. The docu-
ment discusses one of the three
female activists being "rendered inef-
fective."

Is it possible that a country that

wants to become a member of the EU
allowed a contract killing to be
conducted on EU territory?

Of course, it is still only a suspicion.
But if proven, it could have dramatic
consequences -- not only on the ties
Germany and France have with
Turkey, but between all of Europe
and Ankara. The domestic political
situation in Turkey is already fragile,
and the developments could place
even greater pressure on beleaguered
Prime Minister Recep Tayyip
Erdogan. Intelligence chief Hakan
Fidan is a close confidant of the
Turkish leader.

It also has the potential to trigger vio-
lent clashes in countries outside
Turkey that are home to large
Kurdish populations, including
Germany. Security authorities in
German will be observing the out-
come of the investigations with great
interest.

A year has passed since PKK activists
Sakine Cansiz, Fidan Dogan and
Leyla Soylemez were murdered in a
Kurdish information office near the
Gare du Nord train station in Paris.
They were killed with shots fired into
their heads and stomachs from a
7.65 millimeter caliber pistol equip-
ped with a silencer. Video camera
footage shows Guney arriving at
11:30 a.m. in a car together with
Cansiz in front of the office before
disappearing again. At 12:11 p.m., he
can be seen again. According to
French media reports, the conversa-
tion that the three PKK activists were
holding in the office ended abruptly
at 12:43 p.m. At 12:56 p.m., Gliney
left the site. Gun powder traces =
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=> were later detected on the bag he
i was carrying when he left.

i INVESTIGATORS HAD DOUBTS
EARLY ON

: Police arrested Guiney a short time

i later -- and discovered traces of
blood on his shoes as well as the

i DNA of one of the victims on his

i jacket. Given the evidence, he has

i emerged as the prime suspect in the
{ murder investigation. A rumor

i spread quickly of a feud among PKK
{ members that ended in the death of
i the three women. But investigators

i soon began to question that version
of events.

After around eight years of living in
Germany, in November 2011, Gliney
had offered his assistance as a fellow
sympathizer to the Kurds in Villiers-
i le-Bel, a Paris suburb. He helped out
i as a translator and driver at the
Kurdish cultural center there.

i Yet during his time in Schliersee sou-
i theast of Munich, Gliney had never

i attracted the attention of German

i authorities as a member of the

i Kurdish movement. On the contrary.

i They believed he had greater sympa-

i thies for Turkish nationalist circles.

i Friends have confirmed as much and
say it is extremely unlikely he was a

member of the PKK.

i French investigators found other
contradictions as well. Gluiney, for
example, abandoned a part-time job,
i allegedly due to epileptic fits.

i Although he was then forced to live
on around €900 ($1,228) in monthly
i welfare payments, investigators

i found dozens of suits at his home.

i They also discovered that he had

i taken at least nine trips to Turkey

i and stayed in expensive hotels.

i According to an application for legal

i assistance from France, Gliney ente-
i red Turkey for the last time on Dec.
25, 2012. During his stay, he tele-
phoned with certain numbers parti-

i cularly often, numbers that he began
dialling again in the period shortly
before the attack. He apparently

: used three different mobile phone

i numbers, two French ones and a
Turkish number. Conspicuously,
however, one of the French numbers
i was used for calls to a single Turkish
i number.

The analysis of one of his mobile
i phones also revealed that on the
i night of Jan. 7, 2013 -- one day prior
i to the attack -- more than 300 mem-

bership applications from the
Villiers-le-Bel cultural centers were
photographed. The data was sent
out, and then deleted. Gliney, who
denies responsibility for the murder,
offered a simple explanation to Paris
Public Prosecutor Jeanne Duyé and
her investigators: He said he is a
member of the PKK and photogra-
phed the files because the PKK was
concerned that a police raid was
imminent and the files were to be
destroyed. He told the skeptical
investigators that he was just "follo-
wing orders." From whom, they wan-
ted to know. "From superiors,"' came
the response.

One year after the murder, on Jan.
12, alleged recordings from Guiney's
conversation with the two suspected
agents appeared in a blog. The URL
ended in ".de", but the site is appa-
rently operated from Turkey.
According to the French media,
investigators are certain that it is
Guney's voice on the recordings, a
claim that Gliney himself denies. A
forensic analysis is pending.

A NEW EXPLOSIVE DOCUMENT

Only two days later, a further, poten-
tially explosive document appeared
on the web. The note, which allegedly
comes from the Turkish intelligence
service MIT, is labeled "secret." It was
composed on Nov. 18, 2012 and car-
ries the heading "Sara Sakine
Cansiz." And it may be nothing less
than the order that resulted in the
liquidation of the well-known PKK
activist.

In the document, an agent with the
alias "Legionnaire” is tasked with the
"rendering ineffective" of high-ran-
king members of the Kurdistan
Workers' Party.

During his most recent stay in
Turkey, the assassin was instructed
to make preparations to undertake
as "attack ... against the organization
targets in Europe." He was given
€6,000 in payment.

According to the document, the agent
spied on the victim's apartment and
researched her social contacts. The
alleged MIT note says that the agent
could be used "to render ineffective
the mentioned member of the organi-
zation." In addition, it says that
plans existed "to instruct" the source
"for a move against Sakine Cansiz,
codenamed Sara, by means of the
formerly designated coded state-

ments."

It cannot be excluded that the paper
is a forgery, but French investigators
don't believe that to be the case.
Germany security personnel have
likewise examined the document.

They say that the language used in
the document as well as the water-
mark it bears both testify to its
authenticity. The names listed on the
document are all members of the
Turkish secret services and are in
fact entrusted with issues relating to
the PKK. Among them is a depart-
ment head who German officials
know personally: Not long ago, secret
service officer Ugur Kaan A. visited
Germany with a delegation from
Ankara.

GERMAN INTELIGENCE OFFICIALS
ALARMED

What makes German authorities
wary, however, are handwritten notes
on the document. They consider
such notes to be "rather unusual."
Still, there are plenty of indications
that it is real. "If it is a forgery, it is
extremely well done," says one high-
ranking official. "Plenty of insider
knowledge" would be necessary to
fake such a document. The Turkish
government declined to respond to
inquiries.

Normally, German security officials
cooperate with MIT, also when it
comes to keeping an eye on PKK acti-
vists. After all, the Kurdistan
Workers' Party is banned in the EU
as a terrorist organization. But now,
the suspicion that MIT might have
orchestrated the execution of PKK
members within the EU has alarmed
Germany's domestic intelligence
agency. Officers have noted the need
for "particular care when passing on
data relating to specific individuals."

That could, of course, be rephrased
as follows: Cooperation on cases
relating to Kurds has been put on
hold for the time being. Nobody
wants to be responsible for passing
on information that could lead to an
execution.
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Kurdish Independence: Sooner
Rather than Later?

February 10, 2014
By Greg Ohannessian
http://www.eurasiareview.com
raqi Kurds have achieved incredible
growth as a semi-autonomous region
in post-war Iraq. But their ultimate goal of
independence has just been given a five-year
plan. How can this fledgling region become
a state in just a few short years? A recent
article published on the Kurdish news net-
work Rudaw's English website expanded on
the claims of a senior energy advisor in the
Kurdish Regional Government (KRG) that
the semi-autonomous Kurdish region of
Iraq will declare independence as a Kurdish
state in five years' time. Ali Balu, formerly in
charge of the Iraqi parliament's oil and gas
committee was quoted as saying that
"Kurdistan is going to be [sic] rid of its sta-
tus as a region within Iraq. A plan is under-

way for Kurdistan to be an independent
state in the near future".

Balu's statements may not have received
much international attention but they are
indicative of the sentiment felt in Iraqi
Kurdistan today. Unprecedented growth on
the back of the region's tremendous oil
reserves has thrust the Iraqi Kurdish region
onto the world stage. The stateless Kurds
have long been a footnote in Middle Eastern
history, and the new found attention casts
the Kurds in a new light. International
media, policy makers and investors no
longer see the Kurds as the forgotten minor-
ity but as the upstart story of the decade,
carving out a peaceful and prosperous
region in a neighborhood rife with conflict.

The question left unanswered is what chal-
lenges the Kurdish region must overcome in
the coming years to have a chance at creat-
ing a viable state.

THE DEVIL YOU KNOW

Currently, the KRG is focused on realizing
the full potential of its oil reserves. The esti-
mated 45 billion barrels of oil proved so
lucrative that the threat of being kicked out
of southern Iraq was not enough to dissuade
oil companies from signing contracts direct-
ly with the KRG, in direct violation of Iraqi
law. When the world's largest oil company
signed a contract with the KRG, and still
managed to continue operating in southern
Iraq no less, the Kurdish leaders knew they
had emerged as major players.

In January 2014, a new pipeline between
the KRG and Turkey began shuttling crude
across the border, creating a sorely needed
outlet for their reserves but also compound-
ing the ongoing crisis with Baghdad.
Constitutionally, KRG oil sales must go
through Baghdad coffers (and pipelines),
and, in return, the KRG is allotted a signifi-
cant portion of the federal budget. Today,
that tranche of the budget sits at seventeen
percent (although KRG officials assert they
have never received more than 10%) and the
KRG is required to produce a minimum
amount of oil that injects capital into the
Iraqi economy. According to the Iraqi min-
istry of oil, the Kurds failed to meet their
minimum oil output in 2013 and are threat-
ening to withhold the region's share of the
budget. The January announcement that
crude had begun to flow into Turkey could
not have come at a more politically sensitive
moment. The beginning of the year is
always the scene of renewed tension
between Erbil and Baghdad on budgetary
issues, and the Turkish pipeline gave more
than enough ammunition to Baghdad for
being reticent in budgetary talks.

The biggest sticking point for the Kurds
today is that they are entitled to a rather
good deal from Baghdad. Seventeen percent
of the overall federal budget (as stated in
the constitution) contributes far more to the
region than its current oil output. As
upstream and transport capacity grows, that
balance will certainly shift, but the Kurds
will simply be trading reliance on Baghdad
for reliance on Ankara. Until oil output,
after profit sharing and sweetheart deals for
domestic Turkish sales are taken into
account, can outstrip the federal entitle-
ment, it would seem that the old adage, bet-
ter the devil you know than the devil you
don't, may hold water.

However, with independence in mind,
Kurdistan must be able to throw off the
shackles of any devil. The only way to do so
is to focus growth efforts on diversifying the
economy, leveraging the manifold capabili-
ties of their people and the fruits of the land
on the surface, rather than exclusively the
fruits found underground.

The Kurds have opened their cityscape to
one of the largest Emirati developers,
Emaar, which is led by the overarching
strategy set forth by the Ruler of Dubai,
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid al Maktoum.

Diversification of the economy and creating
a space for tourism could be even more suc-
cessful in a Kurdistan full of idyllic scenery,
ski resorts, and mountainscapes screaming

for eco-tourism.

MOSUL AND KIRKUK

Regional security is also a point that cannot
go without mention. Iraqi Kurdistan is in a
rough neighborhood and has been success-
ful in minimizing disturbances within its
controlled territories. One high-profile
attack on security forces in Erbil stands in
stark contrast to the daily bombings in other
parts of Iraq and the brutal civil war raging
in Syria to the west. However, Kurdish irre-
dentist claims on Kirkuk, Nineveh and
Diyala are likely to be the toughest issue to
tackle with Baghdad.

The city of Kirkuk has tremendous historic
significance for Iraqi Kurds, as it was once
the capital of a Kurdish principality that
enjoyed significant autonomy in exchange
for providing a front line of defense for the
Ottoman empire along the Persian border.
Today, Kirkuk is home to nearly half of
Iraq's total oil reserves as well as significant
unrest. Al Qaeda affiliates regularly carry
out bombings in public spaces and well over
a hundred attacks have been carried out on
the Kirkuk-Ceyhan pipeline alone.

The Kurds hold a slight majority within
Kirkuk, unlike the majority Arab Sunni pop-
ulation of Mosul, but those numbers are
mixed with significant Assyrian, Arab and
Turkmen populations. In both cities, ten-
sions are very high between the Kurds and
the federal government. Through 2011 and
2012, clashes in Kirkuk between Kurdish
Peshmerga forces and the Iraqi army
brought the Kurdish-Iraqi relationship to
the precipice. More recently, the Iraqi mili-
tary established the Tigris Operations
Command in Kirkuk as a direct response to
Peshmerga forces in the area. The battle
lines have been drawn, but solving the
seemingly intractable issue of Kurdish
expansion will leave the broader and more
elusive security threat of terrorism squarely
on the Kurdish government's plate.

UNEQUAL GAINS

Looking within the current Kurdish borders,
there is the looming threat of unequal
growth between provinces. This issue is
magnified as the provinces in question =
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v are split between the two major political
parties.

The KRG is more than just Erbil. The
province's oil contracts, still wet with ink
and dripping with zeros, its fashionable
shopping centers and its glistening Emaar
developments are the jewel in the Kurdish
crown. But just a few hours' drive to the
second city of Suleimaniya paints a different
picture altogether. Crumbling infrastruc-
ture, pervasive corruption and a year-long
power vacuum threaten the unified growth
of Kurdistan.

In short, the KRG was effectively carved up
between the two primary parties, Barzani's
KDP and former Iraqi President Jalal
Talabani's PUK. This power sharing agree-
ment allowed each party to realize their own
vision of Kurdistan in their respective cor-
ners of the region. Nechirvan Barzani, the

KRG Prime Minister, was able to propel
Erbil by giving a wide berth to policy plan-
ners and highly qualified advisors that real-
ized his strategy for growth with efficient
and effective development that has allowed
Erbil to become a strikingly modern city.
This is not to say that Erbil has done away
with corruption. Both cities, and thus both
parties, are home to significant corruption;
The KDP has simply found a way to keep
citizens and the politically relevant elite
equally happy.

However, the growth between these two
cities, along with the rural areas, must be
more closely aligned for a self-sustaining
state to form. The threat of regional dispari-
ty along political lines will only be amplified
over time and the two parties, along with
the emerging Gorran party, must work
together to generate equality for all Iraqi
Kurds.

INDEPENDENCE IN 2019?

If Kurdish leaders truly hope to achieve
independence in five years, the three issues
described above must be tackled first.
Kurdistan is pushing, and often breaking,
the boundaries of what a semi-autonomous
Iraqi region can do. The Kurds now have
the world's attention, their influence is on
the rise and the reality of a state seems to
have outpaced recognition of one. Kurdish
leadership must take the coming years to
realign their strategy with the realities of a
fledgling state and re-gear their relation-
ships, both domestically and regionally, in
order to achieve durable and lasting state-
hood.
QoaQ
Greg Ohannessian is an Analyst and
Project Manager at the Institute for Near
East & Gulf Military Analysis.
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Iraqi Kurdistan president refuses to
meet Obama in protest over terror list

Massoud Barzani will not meet US president until Kurdistan region's two main parties

are removed from blacklist, says official

Orlando Crowcroft in Irbil
theguardian.com

he president of Iraqi Kurdistan,

Massoud Barzani, will refuse to meet
the US president, Barack Obama, until
America removes the Kurdistan region's
two main political parties from its terrorist
blacklist, a senior official has said.

Falah Mustafa, head of the Kurdistan
Regional Government (KRG) department
of foreign relations, told the US embassy in
Irbil that until the classification of the
Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) and
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) was
changed, Barzani would not take up the
invitation to visit Obama.

The KDP and PUK have been on the
US blacklist since 2001. Barzani — the cur-
rent KDP chief and a former guerrilla lea-
der in the Kurdish resistance against
Saddam Hussein — did not make a schedu-
led visit to Washington on 27 January and
speculation has grown about his motives.

Mustafa told the Guardian that he per-
sonally had been pressing for a change in
classification of the KDP and PUK, descri-
bing their terrorist categorisation as
"unfair, unjust and psychologically dama-
ging to the people of the region".

"The moment the invitation was sent
[in January] I spoke to the [American]
ambassador personally and said that the

Massoud Barzani, president of Iraqi
Kurdistan, is a former guerilla leader
in the Kurdish resistance against
Saddam Hussein. Photograph:
Mustafa Ozer/AFP/Getty

president would not visit the US until this
was sorted out,” Mustafa said from his
office in Irbil.

"I wrote to them last year and the year
before and we were promised at the
highest levels that this issue would be sor-
ted out. [It has not] and that is the only
reason that President Barzani is not visi-
ting the US ... He will not go until it is sor-
ted out."

Mustafa said Iraq's Kurds were one of
the only groups in the Middle East to
appreciate the sacrifices made by US
troops in overthrowing Saddam in 2003.
The US and British invasion of Iraq and
subsequent overthrow of Saddam gave the

Kurds the degree of autonomy that they
have today.

"America did not receive a single
casualty here in this region dominated by
the PUK and KDP, which they consider
terrorists. The question that needs to be
asked of the American government and
Congress is how can you allow this to
continue? It is wrong, it is unfair and it has
to be remedied," Mustafa said.

"We were the only group in Iraq that
shed blood for the sake of [the country's]
liberation. Our peshmerga [Kurdish mili-
tia] fought side by side with the American
special forces to liberate the northern front
... and we are the only people throughout
Iraq to tell America thank you," he added.

America is popular by Middle East
standards in Iraqi Kurdistan, where it is
not unusual to see American flags draped
across the back seats of cars and US dollars
are widely accepted as an alternative to the
Iraqi dinar.

Over the past decade the KRG has
secured increasing autonomy from the
south, while foreign money has flooded in
from thousands of US, British and Turkish
companies.

The US embassy in Irbil said the
Consular Affairs Bureau (CAB) in
Washington handled all visa-related inqui-
ries. The CAB did not respond to requests
for comment. m
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Iraqi Kurdistan: Old
structures, new realities

Namo Abdulla

www.aljazeera.com

ragi President Jalal Talabani has been in
hospital in Germany for more than a year

: after he suffered a stroke in December 2012.

i Because of the highly restrictive access to his
private place, nobody really knows how he is
i doing except for a few people including his
i immediate family members who claim his
i health condition is "improving".

If that is the case, then it is certainly not advi-
¢ sable for him to be informed of what his poli-
i tical party, the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan
i (PUK), has become since he left Irag. PUK is
i no longer the strong and united party that
enjoyed the support of nearly half of Iraqgi
¢ Kurds for decades. In 1992, it won 49 percent
of the votes and would, for two decades,
i remain a neck-and-neck rival of the Kurdistan
Democratic Party (KDP), the tribal-based
i group of Mullah Mustafa Barzani from which it
i splintered in 1975.

But last September's regional parliamentary
elections showed PUK's popularity had hit

¢ an all-time low. It won only one-sixth of the
i votes, meaning the secular nationalist party is
now only a third party whose participation is
i not even technically needed to form a cabi-
i net. KDP, which Talabani fought against for
i much of his political life, has emerged as the
i strongest force with near-absolute control
i over the region's abundant oil wealth.

i As more serious conflicts in Syria and elsew-
i here shifted international attention from Iraqi

i Kurdistan's elections,

PUK's defeat was a

i serious event that went largely unnoticed.

¢ It was nothing like the kind of electoral defeat
i of a modern political party we see in Western

i nations.

The devastating defeat of this

i Kurdish group may also represent the failure
i of a certain ideological worldview and a
i change in the Iraqi Kurdish region's demogra-
i phics, but more importantly in practice, it
i threatens to alter the region's political land-
i scape and its much-admired stability.

First of all, the elections made it all clear that
¢ PUK's survival was closely tied to the 81-year-
i old Talabani's personal charisma. That has
i become even clearer after the elections as
i top PUK leaders engaged in a dispute over
i who should assume the party leadership after
i Talabani. The only thing that has helped the
i defeated PUK maintain its relevance at this
i time is the thousands-strong militia wing it
i controls.

MILITIAS POSE BIGGEST THREAT

The presence of well-armed militias including
i that of the KDP is the primary reason we
i might be seeing the onset of an even bigger

i crisis in Iraqi Kurdistan. The fact that the two
i parties have been allies for more than a

How Talabani’s continued absence from
the political scene and the PUK's
decline may rock the peace in Iraqi
Kurdistan.

decade but never agreed to dissolve their
loyalist militias and replace them with an ins-
titutionalised police and armed force shows
how much distrust continues to exist in the
Kurdish political arena.

More than four months after the elections,
Iragi Kurdistan continues to be without a
government. As is the case with political
deadlock, ordinary people are the primary
victims. Critical public projects have come to
a halt. This oil-rich region, which has attrac-
ted investment from global giants such as
Exxon-Mobil, has not even been able to pay
the salaries of its public employees on time.

As the political crisis unfolds, there is an
increasing sense of insecurity in Sulaimaniyah,
PUK's stronghold, which witnessed several
assassinations and explosions over the past
year. Most notable has been the mysterious
death of Talabani’s chief bodyguard and a cri-
tical magazine editor.

In October, Shaswar Abdul-Wahid, owner of
Iragi Kurdistan's first independent television
network, NRT, was shot and badly wounded.
Disappointed at Iraqi Kurdistan's largely dys-
functional legal system, he has threatened to
sue a number of PUK officials over the shoo-
ting in an international court.

he reasons for the current political dead-

lock are two-fold. Firstly, even though PUK
leaders, some more openly than others, have
accepted their electoral defeat in words, but
not in practice. The stubbornness they have
shown in jockeying for key government posi-
tions such as deputy prime minister, vice pre-
sident, and speaker of parliament, is a clear
indication of their unwillingness to compro-
mise. The only real power existing behind
PUK's persistence is, of course, not the public
but a loyal militia.

A SLICE OF THE PIE

The second reason is Gorran, a newly establi-
shed self-proclaimed "reformist” party that
came second in the latest elections. Gorran's
leader is Nawshirwan Mustafa, co-founder of
the PUK who splintered from the party and

established his own group in 2009. Mustafa has
made it clear he does not want to remain as :
an opposition party like it has been over the :
past four years. It also wants to join the
government and get a slice of the pie of the :
oil-rich enclave. i

But since it finished second, Gorran, unlike
the PUK, has the right to demand for the :
second most important government positions.
Even though KDP, which won nearly 38 percent
of the votes, can technically go ahead and :
form a government with Gorran alone, it is :
afraid to do so without PUK's approval. :
Nobody has more to lose than the KDP leader-
ship should Iraqgi Kurdistan become unstable.
Directly or indirectly, KDP leaders have virtual
monopoly over most lucrative business and
investment projects including oil and :
construction in both the regional capital Erbil :
and Duhok. i

Ergo, the current challenge is how to form a
cabinet that pleases at least three groups: :
PUK, Gorran, and KDP. That's of course if we
don't mention Islamists, who have gained :
more than 15 percent of the votes. As the glo-
bal trend of political Islam- from Egypt to
Turkey- is not currently having its best day - i
Iraqi Kurdistan's Islamists have largely remai- :
ned silent in all the jockeying made for power :
and, in turn, wealth in Kurdistan. H

ombining the three parties, which have

different agendas and ideas, in one coali-
tion is as difficult to achieve in the first place,
as it is to maintain in the long run. How would :
they agree, for example, on controversial and :
not-so-transparent policies such as oil? Will :
the government be similar to the Iragi central
government, where Sunni, Shiite and Kurdish
leaders disagree on almost everything? i

But the risk would be greater if the govern- i
ment was not inclusive. The exclusion of i
either Gorran or PUK puts the stability of the :
region in jeopardy. Because Gorran does not
operate an armed wing, it may not pose a
threat as big as PUK. But it will no doubt see :
any attempt to exclude it as unfair and it has
the ability to mobilise tens of thousands of :
people on the street for months. That is i
exactly what it did in 2011 for months when it :
realised change was impossible to achieve i
through a rubberstamp parliament. i

To know how serious this crisis could get, one :
need not look back farther than 1990s when :
KDP and PUK militias fought a bloody civil war
for more than three years. H

Iraqi Kurdistan might look good to outsiders as :
a peaceful region in a turbulent Iraq, but
when compared to a relatively stable and ins- :
titutionalised society, there's certainly a long :
way to go.
Nobody is now in control of the Kurdish future
more than the Kurds themselves. It is hoped :
that members of the ruling elite have learned :
a lesson from history and realise they have too
much to lose should they fail to reach a mea-
ningful compromise. 0 H

in theNamo Abdulla is Washington bureau chief for
Rudaw, a 24-hour news channel in the Kurdistan
Region of Iraq. He hosts an English-language show

on Rudaw called Inside America, which discusses US :

foreign policy Middle East.
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Kurds who became 'village guards' an(i

fought PKK rebels in Turkey to be
disbanded — but they fear a betrayal

Fréderike Geerdink

www.independent.co.uk

Dressed immaculately in a dark blue
suit and with his hair perfectly com-
bed, Seymus Akbulut was sitting in front
of a portrait of Kemal Ataturk, Turkey's
founding father, and a huge Turkish flag.
On his desk were two more Ataturks: one
on a silver plate, one a glass statuette in a
red velvet box. "We love Ataturk," he said.
"Whatever the state wants us to do, we do
it."

Mr Akbulut, from the south-eastern
town of Midyat, is one of many Kurds who
in the early 1990s were branded traitors
when the conflict between the Kurdistan
Workers Party (PKK), which wanted to
carve out an independent Kurdistan, and
the Turkish army was getting more vio-
lent every day.

The state needed helpers, and in the
late 1980s started to set up the so called
"village guard" system: citizens were
given a weapon and a salary to help fight
the PKK. Mr Akbulut, who became a vil-
lage guard in 1992, was one of tens of
thousands of Kurds who, sometimes
voluntarily but mostly under heavy state
pressure, accepted the Kalashnikovs and
started fighting against their own people.

The system kept growing, and cur-
rently there are some 80,000 village
guards in Turkey's southeast. Most of
them earn about 900 Turkish lira (£235)
per month, others get only the weapon
and no salary.

Now in his late fifties, Mr Akbulut is
head of an association of village guards
that advocates their rights and supports
the families of guards who died in the
conflict. "Before, I worked in tourism," he
said. "I made more money in a week than
as a village guard in a month, but I did it
willingly. We had to defend our lands.
Nobody but the state can control our
lands."

However, the end of the village guard
system is approaching — at least if the
peace process in Turkey continues.
Almost a year ago, the PKK leader,
Abdullah Ocalan, announced that the
group would withdraw from Turkey. "We
have now reached the point where wea-
pons must be silent," he said.

The withdrawal had, by all accounts,
been very well prepared. Turkish authori-

ties for the first time admitted talking
directly to Mr Ocalan, who is serving a life
sentence in prison for high treason. And
the development now means that the vil-
lage guards must be disarmed.

Nesrin Ucarlar, a political scientist at
Bilgi University in Istanbul who investiga-
ted the system, said: "Such a system has
no place in a democracy."

But disarming the guards will not be
an easy matter, Ms Ucarlar said, adding
that the system had penetrated every
layer of society in the region.

"In the past, many political parties
have vowed to abolish the system if they
came to power, but nobody did," she said.
"They need it. The guards don't want to
give up their arms without the PKK doing
the same."

There is also the not insignificant
matter of finding alternative employment
for thousands of people in a region that
already has a high unemployment rate.

"It needs a comprehensive plan to
abolish the system," Ms Ucarlar said. "But
the state is not working on it. It has even
employed more village guards since the
peace process started.”

In Midyat, Mr Akbulut told The
Independent on Sunday that he was not
intending to give up his weapons easily. "I
will not turn in my weapon until there is

real peace," he said. "Peace for every-
body."

In a small building which serves as the
guards' headquarters, many said they
were scared of what might happen to
them if they disarmed.

"We want peace, but we want to be
safe t00," said one guard in his fifties who
was unwilling to provide his name. "What

Tens of thousands,
often under heavy
state pressure,
accepted the
Kalashnikovs and
started fighting
against their own

people

if anybody wants to take revenge on us?
We have to keep our weapons to be able to
defend ourselves."

Ms Ucarlar says the fear is probably
without foundation: "The PKK has been
very harsh against village guards, but that
is over now. It became more realistic and
I don't think there is any danger. But their
fears should be taken seriously."
However, the village guards in Midyat do
not trust the PKK. The head guard compa-
red the state and the PKK to a father and
son: "Imagine you have a child, and you
take good care of him, you educate and
feed him. And then, when he grows up, he
betrays you by turning against you. That
is unacceptable, right?"

Kurds who refused to become village
guards often paid for it by having their vil-
lages burnt down in the 1990s and were
forced to migrate to the cities.

Those who were pressured into the
group despise the guards who took up the
state's weapons willingly. They see them
as traitors to the Kurdish cause of greater
political and cultural rights. But Mr
Akbulut and his men dismiss that criti-
cism: "It is a lie," they say.

"There is no suppression of Kurds,"
Mr Akbulut adds. "Father State has
always been good to us."
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par Nick Tattersall et Ayla Jean Yackley

Ouverture d'une enquéte pénale sur un
"Etat parallele" en Turquie

hitp://www.chalienges.fr

STANBUL (Reuters) - Une enquéte

pénale va étre ouverte en Turquie pour
vérifier l'existence d'un "Etat dans 1'Etat"
organisé par l'influent dignitaire musulman
en exil Fethullah Giilen, a-t-on appris aupres
de responsables turcs.

Fethullah Giilen, qui vit aux Etats-Unis, est
accusé par le Premier ministre turc Recep
Tayyip Erdogan d'avoir manoeuvré pour
faire éclater une importante affaire de cor-
ruption qui a éclaboussé le gouvernement
dans le but de le faire tomber.

L'enquéte permettra d'établir l'influence
exacte du Hizmet (Service), le mouvement
de Fethullah Giilen, sur les institutions
publiques et d'inculper le cas échéant ceux
qui seraient responsables de "la formation
d'une organisation illégale au sein de 1'Etat",
explique une des personnes interrogées.

/Photo  prise

Le Premier ministre turc Recep Tayyip
Erdogan accuse Fethullah Giilen, qui
vit aux Etats-Unis, d’avoir manoeuvré
dans le but de faire tomber le gou-
vernement. Une enquéte pénale va étre
ouverte en Turquie pour vérifier l'exis-
tence d'un "Etat dans I'Etat” organisé
par Uinfluent dignitaire musulman en
exil, selon des responsables turcs.
le 3

2014/REUTERS/Osman Orsal

pouvoir il y a 11 ans.
"LYNCHAGE"

Fethullah Giilen dément étre a 1'origine du
scandale de corruption. Il dit que son mou-
vement, qui geére un réseau international
d'établissements scolaires et se considere
comme une force modérée de l'islam favora-
ble a I'Occident, est utilis€é comme bouc
émissaire.

"Une partie de l'orientation antidémocra-
tique du pays est une intense campagne de
lynchage contre le Hizmet", déclare Mustafa
Yesil, président de la Fondation des journa-
listes et des écrivains, dont Fethullah Giilen
est président d'honneur.

1l s'agit, a expliqué Mustafa Yesil lors d'une
conférence de presse a Istanbul, de détour-
ner l'attention de 1'enquéte pour corruption.

Les anti-Erdogan disent que cette histoire
d'Etat parallele n'est pas nouvelle et que le
chef du gouvernement se retourne désormais
contre les forces qu'il avait lui-méme utili-

février

sées pour desserrer l'emprise de I'armée sur

Elle estime que toutes les preuves vont dans
le sens d'une "organisation parallele qui
essaie de renverser le gouvernement".

Selon un autre responsable, deux informa-
tions judiciaires ont été ouvertes par le par-
quet, l'une a Istanbul et I'autre a Adana, une
ville du sud de la Turquie. Les auditions offi-
cielles doivent commencer sous peu.

"Une structure de ce genre au sein de I'Etat
(...) : nous ne pouvons autoriser cela et
ferons tout ce qui est nécessaire", a déclaré
le Premier ministre en parlant de "question
de survie pour nous" lors d'une conférence
de presse a l'aéroport d'Istanbul.

En réponse a l'affaire de corruption qui a
éclaboussé son gouvernement, Recep
Tayyip Erdogan a fait procéder a une purge
au sein de la police et de I'appareil judiciaire.

Plus de 5.000 policiers et 200 procureurs ont
été révoqués ou mutés depuis que 1'affaire a
éclaté au grand jour le 17 décembre avec
l'arrestation d'hommes d'affaires et de trois
fils de ministres.

Cette purge a entrainé vendredi la démission
d'un huitieme député du Parti de la justice et
du développement (AKP), le parti du
Premier ministre. L'AKP s'était appuyé a
l'origine sur Fethullah Giilen pour arriver au

la vie politique turque, sans doute la réalisa-
tion la plus marquante de la dernicre décen-
nie.

L'influence du Hizmet sur la justice est
effectivement considérée en Turquie comme
ayant contribué a aider les tribunaux a
condamner des centaines d'officiers pour
tentative de coup d'Etat dans un pays ou les
généraux, gardiens autoproclamés de la lai-
cité, sont intervenus pour renverser quatre
gouvernements dans la seconde moitié du
XXe siecle. +

Kurdes assassinées a Paris: la justice refuse
d'interroger la DCRI

PARIS, 10 fév 2014 (AFP)

LES JUGES enquétant sur I'assassinat a Paris en janvier 2013 de trois militantes
kurdes n'interrogeront pas dans I'immédiat les services de renseignements
francais sur ce qu'ils pouvaient savoir du meurtrier présumé, a-t-on appris lundi
de source proche du dossier.

La cour d'appel de Paris vient de refuser d'examiner la demande des proches des vic-
times qui souhaitaient que les magistrats instructeurs sondent notamment la Direction
centrale du renseignement intérieur (DCRI), selon cette source.

"Au moment ou tout porte vers une implication des services turcs dans ces assassi-
nats, comment imaginer qu'on puisse refuser des investigations sur ce que savaient
les services frangais sur la présence en France d'un possible agent turc ?", s'est
indigné aupres de I'AFP Me Antoine Comte, un des avocats des proches des mili-
tantes assassinées.

Sakine Cansiz, Fidan Dogan et Leyla Saylemez avaient été tuées par balles le 9 jan-
vier 2013 au Centre d'information kurde (CIK) & Paris. Quelques jours plus tard, la
police avait arrété le tireur présumé, Omer Gliney, qui demeure a ce jour le seul mis
en examen dans cette enquéte antiterroriste.

Les interrogations sur son éventuelle relation avec le service de renseignement turc
(MIT) ont été récemment relancées par la diffusion d'un enregistrement sur internet
susceptible de le mettre en cause.

Ce Turc de 30 ans, qui était le chauffeur d'une des trois victimes et nie étre leur meur-
trier, a récemment réfuté devant les juges étre 'homme qui s'adresse dans cet enreg-
istrement a deux interlocuteurs présentés comme des agents turcs. Le MIT a démen-
ti toute implication dans ces meurtres. Une expertise est en cours sur cet enreg-
istrement.

L'été dernier, les avocats des proches des victimes avaient demandé aux juges d'in-
struction de sonder la DCRI, mais également les renseignements de la Préfecture de
police de Paris, pour savoir ce que les services frangais savaient de M. Giiney.

S'appuyant sur des révélations du Monde sur I'espionnage généralisé des communi-
cations par les services secrets frangais, les avocats estimaient que les signaux élec-
tromagnétiques émis par les portables du suspect pouvaient avoir été collectés de
fagon systématique et que ces données pouvaient aider I'enquéte.

Les juges avaient cependant refusé le 20 septembre cette demande d'acte, un refus
contre lequel les avocats ont fait appel.

Le président de la chambre de l'instruction de la cour d'appel a cependant refusé¢ =
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= le 22 janvier d'examiner cet appel, dans une décision qui est sans recours pos-
sible, selon une source proche du dossier.

Les demandes des avocats, "si elles peuvent s'inscrire dans le prolongement de I'en-
quéte journalistique, ne sont en effet étayées par aucune justification touchant a leur
réel intérét au titre de leur contribution a I'établissement de la vérité dans la procédure
en cause", a estimé le président de la chambre, selon une source proche du dossier.

"Il est incompréhensible que I'on refuse des vérifications qui, aujourd'hui, simposent

encore plus que quand notre demande d'acte avait été faite", a réagi Me Comte.

Dans leur enquéte, les magistrats instructeurs s'intéressent notamment a litinéraire
de Giney, en particulier avant son arrivée en France et durant son séjour en
Allemagne.

lls tentent de retracer les nombreux échanges téléphoniques vers la Turquie d'un
homme qui disposait de nombreuses cartes SIM, y compris turques, avait indiqué une
autre source proche du dossier, confirmant des révélations de L'Express.

15 février 2014

Syrie, la guerre sans fin

Syrie: Brahimi annonce la fin des
négociations de Geneve

www.liberation.fr

e médiateur de I'ONU,

Lakhdar Brahimi, a mis fin
samedi aux discussions entre
I'opposition et le gouvernement
syriens qui étaient dans l'im-
passe depuis trois semaines a
Geneve et n‘a fixé aucune date
pour une reprise.
«Je pense qu'il est préférable que
chaque partie rentre et réfléchisse

vont réfléchir un peu mieux et

Lakhdar Brahimi reviendront pour appliquer le
face & la presse le communiqué de  Geneve»,
15 février 2014 a adopté en juin 2012 par les
GeneveLakhdar grandes puissances comme plan

de réglement politique de ce
conflit qui dure depuis pres de
trois ans.

Brahimi face o la
presse le 15 février
2014 & Geneve
(Photo Philippe
Desmazes. AFP)

«]'espere que ce temps de
réflexion conduira en particulier
le gouvernement a rassurer 1'au-
tre partie (sur le fait) que quand

a ses responsabilités, et (dise) si
elle veut que ce processus conti-
nue ou non», a déclaré M.
Brahimi a la presse.

I était prévu que ce deuxieme
cycle de discussions, commencé
lundi dernier, s’achéve samedi
mais le médiateur en accord avec
les deux délégations devait fixer
une date pour une nouvelle réu-
nion.

Apres le rejet de 'ordre du jour

de renvoyer tout le monde sans
date de retour pour donner a
chacun un temps de réflexion.

«Le gouvernement considere que
la question la plus importante est
le terrorisme, 1'opposition consi-
dere que la question la plus
importante est I'autorité gouver-
nementale de transition (...) nous
avons suggeré que le premier
jour nous parlions de la violence
et de combattre le terrrorisme, et

qu’une journée sur chaque sujet
ne saurait suffire», a expliqué M.
Brahimi.

«Malheureusement le gouverne-
ment a refusé, provoquant chez
I'opposition le soupgon qu’ils ne
veulent absolument pas parler de
l'autorité gouvernementale de
transition», a ajouté le médiateur.
M. Brahimi s’est dit «tout a fait
désolé» et s’est excusé «aupres
du peuple syrien dont les espoirs

ils parlent d’appliquer le commu-
niqué de Geneve ils comprennent
que l'autorité gouvernementale
transitoire doit exercer les pleins
pouvoirs exécutifs. Bien stir com-
batttre la violence est indispensa-
ble», a ajouté M. Brahimi.

L’exercice des «pleins pouvoirs
exécutifs» reviendrait a priver le
président Bachar al Assad de ses
pouvoirs, méme si cela n’est pas
écrit explicitement dans le com-

le second jour de l'autorité gou-

par la délégation du gouverne-
vernementale, étant bien clair

ment syrien M. Brahimi a choisi

muniqué, d’ou le blocage de

étaient si grands». .
Damas sur ce point.(AFP) ¢

«J’espere que les deux parties

Strasbourg: plus de 8.000 Kurdes manifestent
pour la libération d'Ocalan

STRASBOURG, 15 fév 2014 (AFP)

QUELQUE 8.800 Kurdes, selon la police, 30.000 selon les organisateurs, ont
défilé sans incident samedi a Strasbourg pour réclamer la libération du leader
du PKK Abdullah Ocalan, emprisonné en Turquie, et des progrés dans I'enquéte
sur l'assassinat de trois militantes kurdes.

Les Kurdes ont choisi de manifester une nouvelle fois dans la ville du Conseil de
I'Europe et du Parlement européen, quinze ans jour pour jour aprés l'arrestation du
chef du Parti des travailleurs du kurdistan (PKK).

Un portrait géant du chef du PKK, tenu par des femmes aux foulards bigarrés, était
visible en téte du cortége qui s'est ébranlé vers 11H00 sous une pluie fine, a constaté
I'AFP. "Libérez Ocalan", "Indépendance du Kurdistan", scandait la foule des manifes-
tants qui avangaient derriére des banderoles clamant les mémes slogans.

Veenus pour la plupart a bord de bus spécialement affrétés d'Allemagne, de France, de
Belgique, des Pays-Bas et de Suisse, les manifestants avaient commencé a se
rassembler dés l'aube dans le quartier de la gare.

"Le probléme du Kurdistan ne peut étre résolu sans (Ocalan). Il est notre symbole et
notre leader. Le peuple kurde ne baissera pas les bras", a prévenu Héléne Erin, I'une

des organisatrices de la manifestation. Abdullah Ocalan a appelé en mars 2013 ses
troupes a un cessez-le-feu pour permettre aux discussions avec Ankara d'aboutir a un
reglement pacifique du conflit kurde.

Concernant 'assassinat de trois militantes kurdes a Paris, le 9 janvier 2013, perpétré
dans les locaux du Centre d'information kurde (CIK), Héleéne Erin a appelé la France
"a jouer son role" en faisant avancer I'enquéte. "Plus il y a du silence de la France, plus
le peuple kurde pense que I'Etat frangais y est pour quelque chose", a-t-elle affirmé.

Le tireur présumé, Omer Giiney, demeure & ce jour le seul mis en examen dans cette
enquéte antiterroriste.

Les Kurdes d'Europe ont 'habitude de manifester en nombre chaque année a la mi-
février a Strasbourg, pour commémorer |'arrestation d'Abdullah Ocalan le 15 février
1999.

Le PKK est considéré comme un mouvement terroriste par la Turquie, I'Union
européenne et les Etats-Unis.

En 1984, il a déclenché une rébellion sécessionniste dans le sud-est de la Turquie,
région pauvre et sous-développée, peuplée majoritairement de Kurdes. Le conflit a fait
plus de 45.000 morts depuis cette date, selon 'armée turque.
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Kurdistan parties gear up
for government formation

Barzani and Mustafa meet to discuss cabinet formation; PUK, Gorran
move closer on deal over Interior Ministry portfolio

by : Mohamed Zangeneh
http://www.aawsat.net

. rbil, Asharq Al-Awsat—Kurdistan
region government parties moved closer
to forming a new cabinet this week following
high-level meetings between Kurdish political
leaders.

Kurdistan Region President Massoud Barzani,
representing the Kurdistan Democratic Party
(KDP), met with Gorran (Movement for
Change) leader Nawshirwan Mustafa to dis-
cuss the formation of the new cabinet, parti-
cularly a deal that would see Gorran forego
the post of deputy prime minister in return
for the Interior Ministry portfolio. The
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), which
Gorran supplanted as Kurdistan’s second
party, had previously held the post.

PUK spokesman and MP Salar Mahmud told
Asharq Al-Awsat: “The post of deputy prime
minister has nothing to do with the Interior
Ministry, particularly as the post of deputy
prime minister is not marginal and has
powers.”

Kurdish Regional Government
President Massoud Barzani smiles
during an interview with Reuters in
Erbil, about 220 miles (350 kilometers)
north of Baghdad, on June 2, 2013.
(REUTERS/Azad Lashkari)

“The Pashmerga ministry is no less important
than the interior ministry. This is a sovereign
ministry and our party is looking at all minis-
terial posts equally”

He affirmed that the parties are moving closer
to reaching an agreement on the formation of
a new government, adding that the PUK will
support the formation of a “strong govern-
ment with a broad base and real participation
of the parties that secured a strong parliamen-

tary electoral mandate”

Mahmud told Asharq Al-Awsat that the mee-
ting between Barzani and Mustafa “is the
beginning of the road towards reaching a
breakthrough on the issue of the government
formation . . . The Gorran movement broke
the boycott and is now negotiating directly
with the PUK and KDP”?

He did not rule out the meeting serving as a
“prelude to a long-term strategic deal between
the KDP and Goran,” adding that the details
of this deal have yet to be revealed and that it
is being discussed behind closed doors.

Kurdistan Islamic Movement spokesman
Shwan Qaladizayee MP told Asharq Al-Awsat:
“My party’s participation in the forthcoming
government formation is important, and can-
not be underestimated or ignored,” adding
that “our presence in government will be
important to preserve governmental and
ministerial balance, in addition to our role in
decision-making and supporting all the ser-
vices that the government will provide to the
people of the Iraqi Kurdistan region””

MP Abdullah Hajj Mahmoud, a member of
the Kurdistan Socialist Democratic Party, told
Asharq Al-Awsat that a political party’s parti-
cipation in the government formation process
cannot be viewed solely in terms of the num-
ber of parliamentary seats won by the party.
He added that the Kurdistan Socialist
Democratic Party had sacrificed much for the
sake of the region.

aaa

Iraq says Kurds agree to export
oil via central marketing body

IRAQI KURDISTAN has agreed to export crude via the country's
main oil marketing body, Deputy Prime Minister for energy
Hussain al-Shahristani said, potentially removing a major sticking
point in a resource row with the central government.

The autonomous region's prime minister and top energy official tra-
velled to Baghdad earlier this week, intensifying efforts to settle the
long-running dispute over exports of oil from Kurdistan via a new
independent pipeline to Turkey.

The region has previously insisted it will export crude on its own
terms, bypassing Iraq's State Oil Marketing Organisation (SOMO),
but Shahristani said the Kurds had finally relented.

"After hours of meetings, we have agreed that our brothers in the
region will be represented in SOMO and agreed that this is the sole
national outlet responsible for exporting oil," Shahristani said in an
interview on Iraqi state television late on Wednesday. "This is an
important step forward".

Baghdad has repeatedly threatened to sue Ankara and slash
Kurdistan's share of the national budget if exports go ahead through
the pipeline without its consent.

The pipeline was completed late last year, and oil has since been
pumped through it into storage tanks at Turkey's Ceyhan, but
exports from the Mediterranean port are on hold to give diplomacy a
chance.

Negotiations have carried on for months with little progress and
Shahristani said differences remained over revenue-sharing.

"The second issue that is still unresolved is that they want the reve-
nue from oil exports to be deposited in a private account for the
region in the DFI (Development Fund for Iraq)," Shahristani said.

Revenue from the sale of Iraq's oil is paid into the DFI in New York
for Baghdad to disburse.

Kurdistan is entitled to a 17 percent share, but says it in fact receives
far less than that, and in recent weeks has accused Baghdad of with-
holding funds, leaving civil servants in the region unpaid.

Shahristani said the finance ministry had now sent enough cash to
cover the salaries of Kurdish government employees for January, but
faced a liquidity crisis and would not be able to pay in February or
after that unless the region resumed oil exports.

"The Finance Ministry said it will not be able to keep paying salaries
whilst the region is still not delivering oil," he said. "The ministry has
stopped payments to the region and the only solution for this real
problem if for the region to start exporting oil"

Crude from Kurdistan used to reach world markets through a
Baghdad-controlled pipeline, but exports via that channel dried up
due to a row over payments for oil companies operating in the nor-
thern enclave.

Since then, the Kurds have been exporting smaller quantities by truck
across the border whilst building the pipeline to Turkey and negotia-
ting a multi-billion dollar energy deal with Ankara. O
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Turkey is the only
viable route for KRG oil

14 February 2014

ANKARA / By Selen Tonkus, Oguzhan
Ozsoy - Anadolu Agency
http://www.aa.com.tr

urkey is the only secure and feasible route
for transfering oil from Iraqgi Kurdistan to
Europe according to energy experts.

Irag's Kurdish Regional Government (KRG) is
expected to have more than 45 billion barrels of
oil - the largest untapped oil reserves in the
world. The KRG is to export its oil to meet its
own energy demand, while becoming a major
player in the regional and global energy sector.

Energy experts from Turkey and the KRG told
Anadolu Agency (AA) that Turkey emerged as
the only viable corridor due to its geographical
proximity, stability and security.

"Iran could be alternative to Turkey, if the nego-
tiations between Iran and the US lead to an end
of the embargo," Dr. Sardar Aziz, a Kurdish
journalist and researcher focused on the KRG
oil policy and Turkey-KRG relationship, said.

“The KRG is more inclined to use Turkey, for
both political and logistical reasons,” Aziz
added.

Aziz also pointed to the abundant natural
resources in the Kurdish region of Syria, saying
Turkey could end up being the only corridor for
both the KRG and Syrian Kurdistan once the
situation in the country stabilizes.

Energy expert Shwan Zulal noted that the KRG
had no other options but Turkey.

“Irag has the Basra port and is planning to build

pipeline through Jordan to the Red Sea but still
in the planning phase. Even if there is an agree-
ment between Baghdad and the KRG...the
KRG's oil will flow through that way does not
make any sense because of bottlenecks and
lack of adequate capacity,” Zulal said.

Zulal added, “It is up to Turkey now to decide
what to do. If Turkey is willing to have Kurdish
crude flowing, it will happen, otherwise the cur-
rent state of affairs will remain.”

- A GLOBAL PROJECT -

Turkish experts believe that the oil export
project between Turkey and the KRG is vital
for Europe's energy security.

Erdal Tanas Karagol, Economy Director at the
Ankara-based SETA Foundation said, supply
security is the most important aspect of the
energy project.

“An oil agreement between Turkey and the
KRG is a global project that will have repercus-
sions not only for the domestic markets of both
countries, but also for Europe,” Karagol said.

He added that the world’s largest energy com-
panies competed for shares from the KRG’s
energy reserves, and added, “Some circles do
not want Turkey to be a player in such a huge
project.

Ali Semin, from Istanbul-based think tank
BILGESAM, said, “The KRG needs Turkey to
realize its goal of being an active participant in
the global energy sector.”

Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri Maliki's government,
however, would prefer to see the project fail,
Semin said.

The KRG started to sell oil to Turkey from the
Taq Taq oil field, near Kirkuk, in January 2013.
The central administration in Baghdad, in a bid
to control oil revenues, opposed the supplies
claiming it violated the Iraqi constitution. The
KRG did not withdraw its demands, saying that
it could never get its 17 percent share from the
Iragi budget.

In November 2013, Turkish and KRG officials
signed an agreement that would enable Kurdish
oil to flow from Tag Taq to the Ceyhan port on
Turkey's south-eastern Mediterranean coast.
The agreement allows Iraqgi Kurdish oil to be
stored and exported at times when no oil is
pumped by the central Iragi administration.

Baghdad, however, says the agreement would
violate the constitution had the oil not been
exported via Iraqg's national oil company
(SOMO).

Currently, 400,000 barrels of oil are stored in
Ceyhan while awaiting Baghdad's approval to
be exported, the Turkish Energy and Natural
Resources Ministry said on February 12.

Irbil and Baghdad have carried out a series of
meetings to reach an agreement on the issue.
The Iraqi constitution states that the country's
oil and gas is owned by “the people of Iraq in all
regions and governorates.” m

Nearly
Kurds Take a

30 Die as

Bashar al-Assad began three years ago.
The People’s Protection Units said in a statement that they had taken Tell

Brak after a midnight assault on fighters belonging to the Islamic State of
Iraq and Syria and other militants.

Syrian Town

BEIRUT, Lebanon — FEBRUARY 22, 2014 — REUTERS

A KURDISH group captured a town in Syria from Islamists fighting
in Syria’s civil war on Saturday in a battle that killed 28 fighters, most
of them Islamists, a monitoring group reported.

If the Kurds can hold on to the town, Tell Brak, on a highway between
the cities of Hasaka and Qamishli, it will be a significant advance in their
quest for wider control in the northeast.

Islamist activists said online that fighting was still going on, but the
Britain-based opposition monitoring group, the Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights, said Kurdish groups known as People’s Protection Units
had taken the town.

Syrian Kurds have expanded their sway in the northeast, where they are
setting up their own administration, since the revolt against President

The Kurdish fighters are holding the bodies of 16 “armed mercenaries”
and have taken 42 prisoners, the statement said. It said three Kurdish
fighters had also been killed.

The Syrian Observatory said at least 25 Islamists had been killed.

Redur Xelil, a spokesman for the People’s Protection Units, said, “The
operation was over at 5 a.m. and the armed groups and mercenaries that
were there were expelled.

“The town is completely controlled by the People’s Protection Units,” he
told Reuters by phone, adding that nearby villages were also under the
group’s control.

Islamists have eclipsed secular groups in the revolt against Mr. Assad,
but are also now at war with each other in much of Syria, with the Nusra
Front and other Islamists fighting the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria, a
jihadist group that had been allied with Al Qaeda until Al Qaeda severed
ties this month. They have also fought the Kurds.

Long oppressed by the Syrian government, the Kurds have been largely
left to their own devices by Syrian government forces fighting rebels
elsewhere. O
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Iraqi Kurdish
government snubs
Syrian Kurdish

group

Iraq's Kurdistan Regional Government refused to
receive an official delegation of a Kurdish group that
has claimed autonomy in northern Syria.

Author Wladimir van Wilgenburg
http://www.al-monitor.com

MSTERDAM — On Feb. 3, Salih Gedo, the unofficial foreign minis-

ter of the new Kurdish administration in Syria, announced a diplo-
matic mission to open relations between the Kurdish administration in
Syria with Iraq's Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG), Iran and
Turkey. But the KRG refused to meet the new minister and rejected the
recently announced Kurdish administration in Syria.

KRG spokesman Safin Dizayee told Rudaw that the KRG wouldn’t meet
any official of the Kurdish administrations in northern Syria — which
were announced by the Democratic Union Party (PYD) and its allies —
since it does not recognize them.

Previously, KRG Foreign Minister Falah Mustafa had told Rudaw,
“Regarding the Rojava cantons, the KRG has decided to support a deci-
sion made by all the Kurdish groups and parties, and it won't deal with
any unilateral decision.” He added that the KRG deals with the issue as
Europe does.

It is also likely that Turkey will not receive the administration’s foreign
minister since the country has opposed the PYD’s autonomy declara-
tions before. Furthermore, in November 2013, KRG President Massoud
Barzani condemned the PYD's autonomy declaration.

The Kurdish news agency Firat News, which is sympathetic to the PYD,
questioned Mustafa's statement, since leaders of the Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan (PUK) and the opposition party Change (Gorran) supported
the administration. Also, leaders of the Muslim Brotherhood-affiliated
Kurdistan Islamic Union backed the administration, despite their Islamist
background.

“It is thus currently unclear if the decision against recognition was made
by the government as a whole, or was simply the decision of the Kurdish
Democratic Party (KDP) — the senior partner in the current KRG
government,” the news agency stated.

Dizayee and Mustafa are both members of Barzani’s KDP, which has
economic relations with Turkey, while President Jalal Talabani’s
PUK is closer to Iran. In a PUK statement of support for the PYD, the
party accused Gulf countries and Turkey of supporting "terrorist groups."

Firat News also pointed out that European countries were responsible
for historically dividing the Kurdish territories across Iran, Iraq, Syria and
Turkey after World War | and ignoring Saddam Hussein's human rights
abuses during the genocidal Anfal campaign against the Kurds in the
mid-1980s.

Western countries have lobbied for the Kurds to become part of the
Syrian National Coalition, but only the Kurdish National Council (KNC)
— backed by Barzani — and the leader of the KDP, joined the coalition
and are now a part of the opposition delegation in Geneva Il.

But the PYD refused to join the Syrian National Coalition delegation,
preferring an independent delegation to Geneva Il. Western officials
have accused the PYD of working with the Syrian government.

The Kurdish diplomatic delegation reportedly crossed into Iraq through
the Yaroubiya border crossing. The People's Protection Units (YPG)

Vehicles pass a Kurdish People’s Protection Units’ (YPG) check-
point in the town of Tell Tamer in Hassakeh, Syria, Nov. 30, 2013.
The text on the barrier reads in Arabic "YPG are everywhere, YPG
don't sleep.” (photo by REUTERS/Rodi Said)

captured this border crossing in cooperation with local Arab tribes on
Oct. 24, 2013, after KDP security forces allegedly refused PYD leader
Salih Muslim entry into the Kurdish regions of Iraq through the Semalka
border crossing.

Reportedly, the PYD started to import food from Iraq into Syria to feed
the local population.

ost likely, the delegation used the Yaroubiya crossing to enter into
Iraqi territory under control of the Iragi government to avoid being
rejected by the KDP security forces.

Gedo told Kurdish news website Welati that the delegation used the
Yaroubiya crossing since using the Semalka crossing would take longer
and require coordination with the KRG. According to Welati's sources,
the delegation crossed from Mosul to Kirkuk and then to Sulaimaniyah,
avoiding any territory controlled by Barzani’s KDP.

The delegation — comprising Gedo, his assistants Emine Ose and
Semiran Samul and advisers Fadil Misa and Polat Can — arrived at the
Titanic Hotel in Sulaimaniyah on the evening of Feb. 11 to meet with
PUK officials, who have been supportive of both the PYD and the
Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK).

Gedo told Welati that the Kurdish administration in Syria is still open to
relations with the KRG, and that they will attempt to travel to Erbil, the
capital of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq. Concerning the KRG statements
of not working with the autonomous administration, Gedo said it would
not deter them from communicating with the regional government, and
that they "respect" Barzani.

US-based Kurdish analyst Yerevan Saeed told Al-Monitor that the
Kurdish parties' different approaches toward autonomy in Syria under-
line the rivalries between Talabani’s PUK, Barzani’s KDP and the Gorran
list for votes and power in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq.

“The PUK has come out quite weak, especially after Kurdistan legisla-
tive elections in September 2013. The PUK ... thinks that by supporting
other Kurds, it can elevate its popularity curve in the Kurdistan Region
[of Iraq]. It's true for Gorran as well. They don’t want to follow the KDP
in every step, and want to appear different,” he said.

According to Saeed, the KRG “refused to meet with Gedo because it
has stated it would not recognize one-sided actions by the PYD.” He
pointed out that things could change as the peace process in Turkey —
between the PKK and the ruling Justice and Development Party (AKP)
— progresses and changes the ties between the affiliated parties. "This
may not happen soon, but all the indicators are pushing toward an
understanding between these three groups [the KDP, PKK and the
AKP]."

Recently, Kurdish politicians from Turkey visited Barzani and delivered a
letter from imprisoned PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan. “We witnessed that
[Ocalan and Barzani] have similar opinions regarding the region and the
liberties of Kurds,” the two deputies said, according to Hurriyet. &

Wiadimir van Wilgenburg is a columnist for Al-Monitor and a political analyst spe-
cializing in Kurdish politics. He has written extensively for Jamestown
Foundation publications and other journals, such as the Near East Quarterly and
the World Affairs Journal. On Twitter: @vvanwilgenburg
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Open the door to the Kurds

http://www.washingtonpost.com
By Editorial Board

S BLOODSHED in Iraq and Syria has steadily escalated, the

importance to the United States of one regional ally has been
growing. The Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) in Iraq,
which controls an autonomous enclave bordering Iran, Turkey and
Syria, is democratic, secular, pro-Western and a determined enemy
of the al-Qaeda forces that operate on both sides of the Iraq-Syrian
border. It wasn’t surprising that KRG President Massoud Barzani
was booked for a visit to Washington and a likely meeting with
President Obama last month. By the same token, his abrupt deci-
sion to postpone the trip is cause for concern.

Mr. Barzani stayed home because the Obama administration and
Congress have failed to fix an enduring irritant in the U.S.-Kurdish
relationship: the presence of the region’s two leading political par-
ties on a U.S. list of sanctioned organizations. Both Mr. Barzani’s
Kurdistan Democratic Party and the rival Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan were added after 2001 to a “Tier 3” group of organiza-
tions deemed to have provided material support to terrorism under
the Patriot Act. The reason: Both parties supported the resistance
to the regime of Saddam Hussein before the 2002 U.S. invasion of
Iragq.

This absurd anomaly is the result of overly broad Patriot Act lan-
guage matched with excessively cautious U.S. government lawyers.

The two political parties aren’t the only victims. Many people who
have inadvertently done business with terrorists or al-Qaeda-linked
groups around the world, or who fought against repressive regimes,
have unjustly been swept onto the Tier 3 list. The designation is
more than symbolic, since those named cannot obtain visas to enter
the United States without a waiver. That includes Mr. Barzani and
virtually every other senior official in a territory of 3.7 million peo-
ple.

U.S. administrations have promised the Kurds relief from the sanc-
tions for years, but have failed to deliver. The Obama administra-
tion contends that a legislative fix is needed and proposes language
specifically exempting the Kurdish parties from the Patriot Act pro-
visions. That solution has encountered resistance in the Senate
Judiciary committee, where some are pressing for a more general
repair of the Patriot Act language rather than a case-by-case
approach. The Kurds and their Washington lobbyists argue, in
turn, that Congress and its chronic gridlock could be bypassed with
a simple executive branch decision.

What’s clear is that the impasse is damaging an important U.S.
relationship at a critical moment — and that the fault lies entirely
in Washington. Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.), who has led efforts in
the Senate to end the sanctions on the Kurds, is planning to intro-
duce a stand-alone bill on the matter in the coming weeks, with the
Obama administration’s support. Congress should act quickly —
and Mr. Barzani should reschedule his visit. ®

February 19, 2014

Iraqi army aviation provoked Kurdistan's
Peshmerga forces: Kurdish officials

Peshmerga: No clashes took place between our troops and the Iraqi army

http:/ /www.ekurd.net

TUZ KHURMATU,— According to Kurdish officials in Tuz Khurmatu dis-
trict, on Wednesday, the Iragi Army Aviation provoked the Kurdish
Peshmerga forces stationed in one of the mountain slopes within the boun-
daries of the district.

Tuz Khurmatu district is located in the, Kurdish areas outside Kurdistan
region, east of Tikrit city, the center of Salahuddin province, one of the dis-
puted areas between the federal government and Kurdistan Regional
Government, which dealt with the Iragi constitution, in accordance with
Article 140, which have not been implemented till now.

An official at the Peshmerga said that "the two Iragi army pierced at
medium level on one of the slopes of the mountain where the Peshmerga
forces are stationed, as one of them fired above the forces prompting which
forced Peshmerga to respond by fire from (PKC) weapons towards the
planes.”

He pointed out that " Peshmerga forces have resistor aircraft, but did not
use them despite the fact that aviation flew above Peshmerga and provoked
it".

For his part, Tuz Khurmatu deputy Mayor, Shalal Abdul confirmed the
incident.

Abdul said "the Iraqi air force flew at night over the Peshmerga forces
fired Enlightenment, which provoked the forces

Iragi warplanes bombed some areas where Peshmerga forces resided,
Tuesday night, February 18, 2014, PUK media reported.

According to a security source from Khormato, Peshmerga forces were
residing in the mountains and heights around Khormato, and when they were
bombed by the warplanes, Peshmerga forces answered quickly to the bom-
bardment, warning the Iragi forces they have crossed bombing borders.

Sources believe this incident is the result of a mistake on the Iragi side!

Kurdish
Peshmerga
troops and
tanks on the
outskirts of
Kirkuk,
December 4,
2012. Photo:
Reuter

Soon after the warplanes realized their mistake, they changed route and

withdrew from the location.

Meanwhile the Ministry of Peshmerga in Kurdistan Regional Government
(KRG) denied on Wednesday, the occurrence of any clashes or confrontations
between Kurdish Peshmerga forces and the Iraqgi army in Tuz Khumato dis-

trict in Salahuddin province .

“Reports of clashes between our troops and the Iraqgi army are not ture,
there were no clashes between Peshmerga forces and the Iraqgi army,” The
Secretary General of the Ministry of Peshmerga in KRG, Jabbar Yawar said in

a statement.

The press reports have indicated the occurrence of clashes between

Peshmerga forces and a number of Iraqi army helicopters Tuesday.

Tuz Khurmato district is of the disputed areas between Kurdistan Region
and the Iragi government that suffers constantly from unstable security situa-

tion and witness almost daily bombings and armed attacks. m

Copyright ©, respective author or news agency, shafaaq.com | Ekurd.net
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An Autonomous Nineveh
Region Strengthens Kurdistan

By Yerevan Saeed
http://rudaw.net

ast week, Nineveh Governor

Athil Nujaifi announced that
the provisional administration has
started negotiations with the
Kurdistan Region “for implemen-
ting the project of turning Nineveh
into an autonomous region."

He said the purpose is to
offer better services for the popu-
lation of his province, not to form
a Sunni region in Iraq.

The governor’s declaration
comes at a time when Sunnis in
the country have been pushed to
the corner by the Shiite-led
government in Baghdad. Sunni-
majority provinces, such as
Nineveh, are struggling to find
ways to escape Baghdad’s domi-
nation, and to provide better pro-
tection and services for their
constituents.

Not long ago, the Kurdistan
Regional Government (KRG) and
Nineveh relations were strained
enough that many believed it
would lead to violence between
the two sides.

The 2009 provincial elections
shifted the balance of power to
the Sunni Arabs in Nineveh, when
Nujajfi’s Hadba bloc won 19 out
of 37 seats. Tensions with
Kurdistan hit new highs after
Nujaifi called for the unconditio-
nal withdrawal of Kurdish forces,
in return for allowing the Kurds to
participate in the local administra-
tion and be given the deputy
governor position.

The governor’s actions see-
med to have been fueled by the
fear that Kurds want to control
Nineveh and the only way to pre-
vent this is to purge the province
from the Kurdish forces. For this,
he had the backing of Baghdad.

Consequently, the Sunnis did
not see any reason why they
should cooperate with the Kurds
and accommodate their demands
in an Arab majority province.
Officials in the Nineveh
administration believed they
could have Baghdad on their side,
not only to have the upper hand in
provincial politics, but also in the
row over disputed territories bet-
ween the Kurdistan Regional
Government (KRG) and Nineveh.
In the last two years, KRG

A Kurdish flag by the road in a stretch of land controlled by the
Peshmarga near the Syrian border and Nineveh. Photo: Rudaw
A Kurdish flag by the road in a stretch of land controlled by the

and Nineveh relations have paci-
fied through negotiations and the
unfolding events in Iraq, inclu-
ding complaints by Sunni pro-
vinces that they are being neglec-
ted and marginalized by the
Shiite-led Baghdad government.

Events in western Anbar pro-
vince, where Baghdad has been
trying to push Shiite influence
through military means, has made
a large impact on other Sunni pro-
vinces like Nineveh, where the
governor fears Baghdad is not
ready to develop the natural
resources of his province.

In the meantime, the KRG
and the administration in Nineveh
have taken steps towards recogni-
zing the other’s interests. For
example, the KRG has provided
fuel and electricity to the pro-
vince. It has also informed
Nineveh authorities about the oil
concessions granted to
ExxonMobil in their disputed
areas.

In return, the governor has
quit his calls for withdrawal of
Kurdish forces in Nineveh. He
has been more accommodating,
especially after the April 2013
provincial elections, where Kurds
won important posts in his admi-
nistration. Most importantly, he
has recognized the oil conces-
sions the KRG has granted to
Exxon.

Furthermore, KRG’s adoption
of an open door policy to the per-
secuted Sunni politicians and
refugees has built enough trust for

the Sunnis and the Kurds to
cooperate to counter the Shiite-
led government in Baghdad.
Currently, dozens of Sunni dissi-
dents and thousands of refugees
fleeing the terror of the Iraqi army
have found an unexpected wel-
come in the long—oppressed
Kurdish enclave of Iraq.

As the matter of fact, unlike
Anbar and Salaheddin provinces,
Nineveh has the potential to
become another successful auto-
nomous region like Kurdistan.

In the first instance, it can
benefit from its stable eastern bor-
der with Kurdistan. This can be a
gateway to international markets,
bolstering Nineveh’s economic
viability. Nineveh can duplicate
the success of the KRG’s oil
contracts on its own territories. It
has already held talks with oil
companies in the past, though
agreements have remained pen-
ding.

he Nineveh region also can

establish its own guards to
protect its borders. Regional
guards create loyalty among the
population and the locals feel part
of the security force. No longer
will there be the resentment that
rises when army brigades are dis-
patched from the Shiite provinces
to provide security for a Sunni area
of the country.

Should Nineveh announce
autonomy from Baghdad, the
KRG can provide training and
help in forming the regional
guards.

Cooperation between KRG
and Nineveh would be mutually
beneficial because, at the end of
the day, the stability and security
of KRG depends more on the
Sunni provinces than on Baghdad
or Basra. The future of the Kurds
and the Sunnis will also depend
on a weak central authority. So it
is in the best interest of KRG and
Nineveh to work together than to
grant Baghdad a space to maneu-
ver to reassert its power on them.

Nineveh should go ahead and
declare autonomy. This will pre-
vent Baghdad from carving out
two more provinces out of
Nineveh, which aims at further
divide and weaken local Sunni
rule against the central authority.

Even though the new gover-
norate law gives more powers to
the provinces, Nineveh should not
be misled by this illusion, because
historically Iraq has no prece-
dence of commitment and respect
for the laws it adopts.

Instead of dealing with the mess
of Baghdad, it is time for
Nineveh to capitalize on it’s rela-
tions with the KRG and benefit
from its experience and stability to
connect itself with Turkey and
Europe.

In the meantime, through
economic and population integra-
tion, the KRG and Nineveh can
build an economic powerhouse in
the north, where the combined
population of both regions would
add up to more than eight million
people.

Of course, this is no easy task.
It has to be done when Nineveh
can protect its southern and wes-
tern borders. Nevertheless, this is
a new approach, following a
decade of policy failures by the
central government, and assu-
rances to the non-Shiite popula-
tions that Iraq belongs to all
Iraqis. o

Yerevan Saeed is a graduate of the
Fletcher School of Law and
Diplomacy in Boston
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Syria’s Kurds
struggle with
Islamist factions
for control of oil

Kurds in the al-Jazeera region of Syria are pro-
ducing their own oil, as armed Islamist factions
try to sabotage production.

Author Bahzad Haj Hamo
http://www.al-monitor.com

n early November last year [2013], the Kurdish security forces,

known as the Asayish, arrested Ayed al-Hamada, the associate
director of the Rmelan oil fields in the Hasakeh province. He was
detained on charges of cooperating and collaborating with the
“forces of the radical armed opposition,” and in particular the Islamic
State of Iraq and al-Sham (ISIS).

Hamada spent nearly a month in Asayish prisons without any party,
not even the Syrian government, making a statement. This signals
that the Asayish has “quasi-absolute” control over the region in
general, and the oil fields and the local administration in particular.

Furthermore, the concerned Hasakeh security authorities, which
control the Rmelan oil fields, fired Hamada from his job upon his
release from prison. That showcased that the Democratic Union
Party (PYD) is controlling and administering the oil in areas under its
control in northeastern Syria, which the PYD calls Rojava (“the west”
in Kurdish, short for “western Kurdistan”). The PYD announced the
“democratic autonomy” project January 2013 in partnership with
Kurdish parties and Arab powers, in the absence of any formal
representation of the Kurdish National Council in Syria.

The oil-producing area of Rmelan

The British/Dutch company Shell started extracting oil from Rmelan
in 1960, using modest production equipment. In 2010, before the
Syrian events started, oil production had reached 90,000 barrels a
day. According to estimates of sources in charge of this well, the pro-
duction capacity reached up to 167,000 barrels per day.

The Syrians, however, are circulating a conversation that took place
between a Syrian member of parliament and the speaker of the par-
liament in the 1990s, about how Syrian oil revenues are being spent,
on the grounds that it was already well known that the product did
not enter the country's budget. The speaker [allegedly] replied, “Do
not worry, oil is in good hands.”

The Rmelan oil fields directorate has 1,322 oil wells and 25 gas
wells, all of which are under the control of the so-called People’s
Protection Units (YPG). That happened after deals and negotiations
were concluded between the YPG and the factions of the armed
Islamist opposition, led by Jabhat al-Nusra. Later, fierce battles
erupted between the two sides and ended with the Kurds controlling
the entire region, including the oil wells.

r. Aldar Khalil is a leading figure in the Movement of the

Democratic Society TEV-DEM, which includes a group of civil
organizations and political parties, including the PYD, the party
thought to control the decision-making of Syria’s Kurds. About the
essence of these agreements, Khalil said, “It was a military tactic
aimed at neutralizing the [western Kurdistan - northeast Syria] figh-
ting. ... Those agreements started when the armed opposition inva-
ded the Kurdish city of Ras al-Ain/Siri last November. So we decided
to hold tactical peace agreements with these undisciplined factions
to spare our areas from danger.”

He added, “But these factions — after we ignored their control of
some wells in our areas and their extraction of oil in such a way that

People stand on trucks near oil fields in Rmelan, Nov. 11,
2013. (photo by REUTERS)

they are stealing and selling it — have gone too far in their plans and
started targeting us within our regions, which forced us to exercise
our legitimate right in defending our people and towns.”

Then the YPG, deemed by its spokesman Redor Khali “the seed of
the Syrian National Army,” finally managed to expel these armed
factions and extend its full control over the region. The YPG streng-
thened its control by “liberating” the Tall Kojar/al-Yaarabiya border
crossing with Iraq last October. Redor asserted that his forces
“represent the real spirit of the Syrian revolution.”

A Kurdish oil company

Nearly eight months ago, the TEV-DEM organization founded the
Distributing al-Jazeera’s Fuel organization, or KSC for short, to per-
form the same activity that used to be carried out by the former
government company Sadcop. The latter company stopped working
with the cessation of oil production on March 8, 2013.

Alwan Mustafa, an administrative officer at KSC, asserted, “There’s
a group of self-powered wells from which we extract crude oil that
we refine in several electric refineries. We bought [those refineries]
at our own expense and sold them to civilian gas stations at symbo-
lic prices.”

The company has recently brought several refineries to the region of
Girziro/Tall Adas, which are affiliated with al-Malikiyya on the far nor-
theast of the country. And according to Alwan, the company is cur-
rently working to bring in more modern electric refineries to develop
and increase production. He noted that these refineries “have ended
the phenomenon of primitive burners managed by citizens.”

The last period has seen an increasing number of these burners that
rely on primitive methods to burn crude oil in large boilers and
extract oil derivatives in the absence of security controls because
the combatants are busy fighting. Experts in the region described
that matter as “dangerous” because of its negative effects on the
environment and health — with deaths being witnessed as a result
of direct exposure to the toxic gases during the combustion. This is
not to mention the wealth being wasted by the use of non-scientific
methods.

hese self-powered wells produce about 400,000 liters of diesel

fuel per day (the liter is sold for 30 Syrian pounds). That’s in addi-
tion to 150,000 liters of benzene, whose quality Mr. Alwan described
as “super” (which sells for 150 Syrian pounds per liter). Mr. Alwan
said that this price is “symbolic, and intended to face the blockade
imposed by armed opposition forces on the Kurdish areas.”

Late last year, armed Islamist factions, including ISIS and Jabhat al-
Nusra, issued a statement announcing the imposition of a blockade
on the regions of Afrin and Ain Arab/Kobani in the Aleppo country-
side, which are under the control of the PYD. The statement accu-
sed these areas of “supplying the Kurdish forces with money and
weapons, which they use to fight [the Islamists].”

About how the oil money is being spent, Khalil said, “We actually
manage an area stretching hundreds of kilometers. [We provide it
with] services, security, and military support. And this administration
needs a lot of funding. ... We have sought to pump oil through =
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= pipelines to government refineries in exchange for obtaining gas
and other fuels that benefit the people of the region. But the armed
groups have bombed these pipelines as part of their policy to suffo-
cate the region.”

However, the Kurdish oil expert H.A. prefers to see the Syrian state
controlling the oil wells instead of the Kurdish forces. He said that
the latter forces are “draining the region’s resources in a scary way.”

The ambiguous fate of oil

Oil experts in al-Jazeera are afraid of what will happen to the oil
wealth in the future. Official reports confirm that the oil reserves in
al-Jazeera will be depleted in 2025, in accordance with the produc-
tion plans set for them before the events started in Syria. Sources in
the fields, who asked not be identified, helped us check [these
plans].

Syria used to export nearly 100,000 barrels per day to world mar-
kets after refining the crude oil in the refineries of Homs and
Banias, which have also stopped working.

“We don’t exactly know what will happen to the oil in these areas in
the future.” With these words, Khalil summarized the confusion he

has about the fate of oil in the region. He added, “We will certainly
not move back, and we will not allow any party to act and monopo-
lize the people’s money and country’s wealth from now on.”

To what extent can Khalil, and the Kurdish political and military
forces he represents, commit to the fulfillment of the promise that
“we will not allow any party to act and monopolize the country’s
wealth ...” in light of talk that the PYD is already monopolizing this
wealth, not to mention the military and political domination?

Close to the oil wells in the northeast of Syria, and before “heaven
announces the depletion of its resources, the poor are fighting and
their blood is being shed, amid concentrated efforts by both conflic-
ting parties to prove their eligibility, and therefore to firmly establish
themselves in the region, in light of the Syrian regime losing grip.
The oil card is undoubtedly important as it moves its holder from
“partisan militia,” “armed battalion” or even “the people's commit-
tees,” to a political-military horizon that better accommodates the
dreams. &

February 21, 2014

European Christians fighting with
Syria Kurdish factions

A few European Christians, mostly of Syriac origin, are fighting alongside Kurdish groups
and seeking autonomy for the Christians in Syria.

Author Muhieddeen Hamish
www.al-monitor.com

BBC Arabic report revealed that Christian European fighters are

flocking to Syria to fight alongside the Kurdish factions in the face of
al-Qaeda groups.
The report pointed out that the conflict is no longer confined to jihadist
groups fighting alongside the Syrian opposition under the banner of
Jabhat al-Nusra or the Islamic State of Iraq and al-Sham (ISIS), but a
recent phenomenon saw the participation of Christian young men who left
European countries to join the armed groups in Syria.

The report cited a group calling itself Sotoro, which is fighting in the
Hassakeh province in northeastern Syria alongside Kurdish factions
against al-Qaeda gunmen.

According to the report, the Agenfor Group has been following this issue
and has uncovered these groups. This phenomenon is the first of its kind
because the groups that have been flocking to Syria have been al-
Qaeda-affiliated Islamic groups.

Sergio Bianchi, head of the Swiss Agenfor center, said, “There are diffe-
rent Christian visions in the region. While some [Christians] support
[Syrian President Bashar] al-Assad, others support the Free Syrian Army,
and others are fighting for autonomy.”

Regarding Sotoro, Bianchi said, “The name of this group goes back to
ancient Aramaic. One of the trainers in this group is a former sergeant
in the Swiss Army named Johan Kosar. He is one of the volunteers
among the European Christians.” Bianchi added, “Kosar is of Syriac ori-
gins and Turkish roots. He grew up in Syria. He left Locarno, Switzerland,
to go to Qamishli. He holds three passports.”

“There are other Swiss nationals having various capabilities and skills,
alongside Germans and Swedes,” said Bianchi.

The report stated, “The Syriac minority in Europe views the participation
of those persons [in the Syrian war] as aimed at defending the Christians,
but [the Syriacs] don’t hide their concerns about how [the fighters] will be
treated when they return to their home countries.”

Kurdish female
fighters of the
Kurdish People’s
Protection Units
are seen in train-
ing at a military
camp in
Hassakeh, Dec. 9,
2013. (photo by
REUTERS/Rodi
Said)

Yasem Otblogim, spokesman for the Rafidain Cultural Center in Locarno,
said there is "no precise figure" of European Christians in Syria, but that
"there are 10 or 20 Europeans." He stressed that “the numbers are not
that high anyway.” He pointed out that the fighters “came to defend the
Syriac presence in Syria, and we don’t want them to be treated as mer-
cenaries when they return to their home countries.”

Media and foreign intelligence reports revealed that foreign nationals,
mostly from European countries, are fighting alongside the Syrian oppo-
sition, the armed Islamic battalions and al-Qaeda-affiliated groups.

European countries have promised to take strict measures toward their
nationals who are fighting in the ranks of ISIS and Jabhat al-Nusra.
Britain vowed to try and jail residents who go to fight abroad regardless
of their nationalities. France alluded to holding accountable any citizen
who leaves to train and fight overseas under penalty of law. Belgium left
the matter to the municipalities, which have the power to delete the name
of any citizen from the population’s civil registry, and thus deprive him or
her of social grants.

Although the number of foreign fighters in the Syrian war is not precise,
Western intelligence sources estimate them to be in the thousands,
coming from neighboring countries, Central Asia, the Caucasus and even
Europe and the United States. &
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Syrian child refugees find light relief
skiing in Kurdish mountains of Iraq

Spanish ski instructor Igor Urizar set up scheme to bring children from refugee camps to help

cope with the trauma of war

theguardian.com,
Jewan Abdi for IPS

o one here has heard of the Sochi

Winter Olympics, but the snow
conditions are perfect in the Kurdish
mountains of Iraq and 11-year-old Syrian
refugee Hassan Khishman is thrilled to
glide on skis for the first time.

"It's brought back the good times
with friends in Syria," he says after sli-
ding down a tiny slope.

The mountain village Penjwin on the
Iranian border, around 185 miles
(300km) north-east of Baghdad, was a
major hub for refugees fleeing Saddam
Hussein's campaigns. Smugglers' mule
caravans still cross the rugged border val-
leys, and mines continue to be a threat.

The area where locals ski has been
carefully chosen to avoid cruel surprises,
and for some children like Hassan, the
slopes have been a happy surprise.

They have been brought here from
refugee camps at the initiative of ski ins-
tructor Igor Urizar, a Spaniard who set
up Iraq's first ski school, to help them
escape the bitter memory of war.

"We fled Syria because of the war.
There were many among us who died,
and the food became very expensive,"
says Hassan, who left his native town of
Hasakah and crossed the border almost a
year ago.

He now lives in the Arbad refugee
camp in Sulaymaniya province, 160 miles
north-east of Baghdad. It is one of six
refugee settlements in the Kurdish auto-
nomous region.

According to the UN, more than
200,000 Syrian refugees have taken shel-
ter in Iraq's stable northern region.
Huddled in tents, theyare facing one of
the coldest winters ever recorded there.

Helin Kaseer is three years older than
Hassan and could identify those who for-
ced her family to flee the Kurdish village
of Girke Lege.

"We left Syria eight months ago
because of the growing presence of
Islamists in our area. There was a lot of
fighting and several of my friends were
kidnapped, so we couldn't go to school,"
she says.

For her, too, the chance to ski has
come as a huge surprise. She wishes there
were more opportunities because "many

Igor Urizar
teaches Syrian
child refugees
to ski on the
slopes of
northern Iraq.
Photograph:
Nuzha
Ezzat/IPS

more children from the camp wanted to
come, but did not get the chance".

Urizar, 38, explains why the other
children had to be left out.

"We have just enough equipment for
a few dozen. Besides, getting the neces-
sary permission for them to leave the
camp for just one day has been a real
nightmare," he says.

Before his first visit to Penjwin in
2010, Urizar was a ski instructor in the
Basque region of Navarra, where every
year about 5,000 schoolchildren enjoy a
week of skiing in the Pyrenees.

With the support of the Tigris
Association, a Basque-Kurdish NGO, his
dream of exporting this project to the
Kurdish mountains seems to be on the
right track.

Local villagers and government offi-
cials are thrilled with Iraq's first ski
school and the second set up in Ranya,
270 miles north-east of Baghdad.

alah Salah, Tigris's local co-ordinator,

has ensured that the project continues
for a second year with the personal
backing of Hero Khan, the wife of the
Iraqi president, Jalal Talabani.

Salah is planning to run for the Iraqi
parliament in elections in April, so he is
passing on the baton to Khalid Mohamad
Qadir, the head of Penwjin's youth cen-
tre.

"Three years ago, Tigris invited us to
the Pyrenees to check the possibilities of
cross-country skiing as part of sustaina-
ble development," Qadir says, as he tries
to manage a group of anxious children
waiting for their turn.

"Over the past two years, the Roncal

valley ski school has trained young Kurds
who are now teaching a growing number
of visitors in our area. Most of them are
Kurdish, but we have recently had people
from France and Holland too," he says.
fter putting on his boots over three
pairs of socks, Mohamed Ibrahim is
ready. The 13-year-old native of
Tirbespiye, 370 miles north-east of
Damascus, smiles but says that nothing
can help him forget what he witnessed in
Syria.

"The jihadists began to harass and
kill us in our area. There was no food, no
oil. So we left at the first opportunity to
escape. I've never been so scared in my
life," he says.

As the children get on to the bus that
will take them back to their camp as the
sun sets behind the snow-capped peaks,
Urizar seems relaxed. It has been a hectic
and stressful week as a result of bureau-
cratic hurdles and a forecast of rain,
which thankfully proved wrong.

"I cannot help thinking that these
kids will have to sleep in those tents
again," says Urizar, drying the skis before
putting them away.

"I only hope that they will be able to
do this again, or any other activity that
helps bring back their childhood, even if
it is just for a few hours."

000
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Ecoutes, purges, affaires : tout
comprendre de la crise en Turquie

lemonde.fr

Par Hélene Sallon
e « systeme AKP », bati par
RecepTayyip Erdogan autour du
parti turc islamo-conservateur, qu'il
dirige sans partage depuis douze ans, est
en train de vaciller. Alliée de I'AKP
depuis son arrivée au pouvoir en 2002,
la confrérie Giilen est entrée en 2013 en
guerre contre le gouvernement.
Exaspérée par la dérive autoritariste du
premier ministre, la confrérie a vu dans
le projet de suppression des « dershane
», les établissements de soutien scolaire
privés dont le mouvement tire une part
substantielle de ses revenus, un irréver-
sible affront.

Cette décision aurait conduit au déclen-
chement, le 17 décembre, d'un vaste coup de
filet anticorruption diligenté par le procu-
reur d'Istanbul, Zekeriya Oz, réputé proche
des réseaux « giilenistes ». Depuis, rumeurs,
fuites et révélations alimentent des scan-
dales au sommet. Dénoncant « un complot
», le premier ministre, Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, a lancé la contre-offensive, bien
décidé a remporter la bataille électorale qui
s'annonce avec les élections municipales et
présidentielle de 2014.

1/ QU'EST CE QUE LA CONFRERIE
GULEN ?

Secte musulmane, lobby socioreligieux,
la confrérie Giilen revendique plusieurs mil-
lions de sympathisants dans le monde
entier. Elle est incarnée par son fondateur,
Fethullah Giilen, un penseur mystique exilé
aux Etats-Unis en 1999 afin d'échapper aux
poursuites de la justice turque pour activités
anti-laiques. Agé de 73 ans, cet imam est a la
téte d'un puissant réseau d'écoles qui diffu-
sent la culture turque a travers le monde,
soutenu par des chaines de télévision et le
quotidien le plus vendu de Turquie, Zaman.
Libéral, Fethullah Giilen prone en méme
temps la foi islamique et l'esprit du capita-
lisme.

Bien qu'elle s'en défende, la confrérie,
née dans les années 1970, prospere depuis
vingt ans dans les coulisses du pouvoir.
Officiellement apolitique, elle est soupcon-
née d'avoir infiltré la bureaucratie turque,
de controler la police et une partie de 'appa-
reil judiciaire. Au moment de sa réélection
en 2011, Erdogan avait regu l'appui décisif
de ce puissant lobby. Leur alliance depuis
dix ans repose sur une opposition commune
a I'armée turque et a l'appareil bureaucra-
tique que tient l'intelligentsia kémaliste.
Mais lors des manifestations qu'a connues la
Turquie au printemps, la confrérie a pris ses

Portraits de I'imam
Fethullah Giilen et
du premier ministre
turc, Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, en janvier,
a Gaziantep (sud
du pays).

distances, désapprouvant la répression
menée par le gouvernement.

2/ QUI EST VISE DANS LE SCAN-
DALE POLITICO-FINANCIER ?

Le 17 décembre, un vaste coup de filet
anticorruption a été mené par la direction
financiere de la police a Istanbul et Ankara.
Cinquante-six personnes ont été placées en
garde a vue, parmi lesquelles les fils de trois
ministres proches d'Erdogan, le maire
(AKP) du quartier Fatih a Istanbul, des
bureaucrates de premier plan et des
hommes d'affaires liés au secteur de la
construction et de la promotion immobi-
liere. Vingt-trois personnes ont été incul-
pées et placées en détention préventive.

Cette affaire en plusieurs volets, quali-
fiée de « plus gros scandale de 1'histoire de
la Turquie » par l'opposition, a abouti le 25
décembre a la démission de plusieurs minis-
tres, obligeant Erdogan a procéder a un
vaste remaniement ministériel.

Un premier volet de 1'enquéte concerne
des ventes illégales d'or de Turquie vers
I'Iran, malgré l'embargo international.
L'organisateur présumé de ce trafic,
I'homme d'affaires iranien issu de la mino-
rité azérie Reza Zarrab, aurait maquillé des
transactions financieres liées a ces ventes
grace a la banque publique turque Halk
Bank. L'établissement a démenti. M. Zarrab
aurait également monnayé des facilités
aupres des fils de deux ministres démission-
naires (le ministre de l'intérieur, Muammer
Giiler, et celui chargé de 1'économie, Zafer
Caglayan).

Deux autres enquétes visent des malver-
sations et des irrégularités commises lors
d'appels d'offres publics immobiliers. Au
centre des investigations, se trouve
I'Administration de développement de 1'ha-
bitat collectif (TOKI), qui a engrangé d'im-
portants bénéfices lors de la vente de ter-
rains publics a des promoteurs immobiliers
et dans des projets de logements collectifs.
L'entreprise parapublique est au cceur de la
politique urbaine initiée par M. Erdogan a
Istanbul.

Le fils de I'ancien ministre de l'environ-
nement, Abdullah Oguz Bayraktar, et plu-

sieurs responsables du ministere, ainsi que
le maire AKP du district stambouliote de
Fatih, Mustafa Demir, sont soupgonnés
d'avoir truqué ces marchés publics. La jus-
tice s'intéresse également a la Fondation
turque pour le service des jeunes et de 1'édu-
cation (Turgev), dont le premier des deux
fils de M. Erdogan, Bilal, est I'un des diri-
geants.

3/ QU'EST CE QUE LA « GUERRE
DES ECOUTES » ?

Une impitoyable « guerre des écoutes »
a été lancée entre le gouvernement et la
confrérie Giilen, mettant directement en
cause M. Erdogan. L'authenticité des
extraits diffusés sur les réseaux sociaux est
contestée par le pouvoir.

Un an apreés l'assassinat de trois mili-
tantes kurdes, Sakine Cansiz, Fidan Dogan
et Leyla Soylemez, le 9 janvier 2013 a Paris,
un enregistrement sonore mis en ligne sur
YouTube, le 12 janvier, a renforcé la thése
d'un agent infiltré, en service commandé
pour I'Etat turc.

Plusieurs extraits de conversations télé-
phoniques, diffusés sur les réseaux sociaux
en février, ont mis au jour les pressions
exercées sur les médias par le premier
ministre. M. Erdogan n'a pas nié ces conver-
sations, notamment celle qu'il aurait eue
avec un des dirigeants de la télévision privée
Habertiirk, Fatih Sarag, au moment des
manifestations antigouvernementales de
juin 2013, lui demandant de « faire le néces-
saire » pour censurer un opposant.

La derniere fuite sur la plateforme
YouTube, le 24 février, concerne un enregis-
trement d'une conversation supposée entre
Recep Tayyip Erdogan et son fils, Bilal. Lors
de cet appel, présumé passé le 17 décembre,
le premier ministre demanderait a son fils
de faire disparaitre plusieurs millions d'eu-
ros et de dollars dissimulés chez des
proches. Le premier ministre a dénoncé «
un montage immoral et totalement faux ».

Dans la foulée, le régime a accusé des
partisans de la confrérie Giilen d'avoir mis
sur écoute plus de 2 000 personnes depuis
2011. Parmi eux, M. Erdogan, mais aussi des
ministres, leurs conseillers, le chef des

55



Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

=> services secrets (MIT), Hakan Fidan, des
élus de l'opposition comme de la majorité,
mais aussi des responsables d'ONG et des
journalistes.

4/‘COMMENT LE POUVOIR TURC
SE DEFEND-IL ?

Pour tenter de contenir le scandale initié
par le vaste coup de filet anticorruption, le
pouvoir a procédé a une purge des appareils
policier et judiciaire, accusés d'abriter « un
Etat dans I'Etat » et d'étre noyautés par des
partisans du mouvement Giilen. En deux
mois, quelque 6 000 policiers, dont pres de
2 000 a Ankara, ont été sanctionnés notam-
ment pour avoir « outrepassé leurs pouvoirs
», selon le décompte de la presse turque.

Parmi eux, le chef adjoint de la stireté natio-
nale, des préfets de police et des chefs des
services chargés de la lutte contre les crimes
financiers, contre la contrebande, la pirate-
rie informatique et le crime organisé.

Par ailleurs, une vingtaine de procureurs
ont été mutés et le Haut Conseil des juges et
procureurs (HSYK), chargé de nommer les
plus hauts magistrats, mis sous la coupe du
ministére de la justice. Le contrdle de 1'Etat
sur la nomination des juges et des procu-
reurs a été entériné par une loi adoptée le 15
février au Parlement, jugée anticonstitu-
tionnelle par 1'opposition.

Le gouvernement turc tente également
de verrouiller les libertés. Depuis décembre,
Ankara a voté plusieurs changements légis-

26 février 2014

latifs cruciaux, procédant selon 1'opposition
aun « changement de régime ». Derniere en
date, la loi controversée sur le controle
d'Internet, promulguée le 18 février, qui
permet a l'autorité gouvernementale des
télécommunications (TIB) de bloquer un
site sur simple décision administrative.
Pour l'opposition et de nombreuses ONG, le
texte servira a étouffer les enquétes judi-
ciaires visant le pouvoir.

L'Assemblée nationale s'appréte égale-
ment a voter un élargissement des pouvoirs
des services de renseignement, le MIT, dirigé
par des proches de M. Erdogan, notamment
en matiére d'écoutes téléphoniques. m

En Turquie, le gouvernement
renforce son emprise sur la justice

Le Monde.fr avec AFP

e chef de I'Etat turc,

Abdullah Giil, a promulgué,
mercredi 26 février, une loi trés
controversée renforcant l'em-
prise du gouvernement sur la jus-
tice, sur fond de scandale poli-
tico-financier visant le régime.

Ce texte remanie notamment
l'organisation et les compé-
tences du Haut Conseil des juges
et procureurs (HSYK), I'une des
plus hautes instances judiciaires
du pays, en y renforcant les pou-
voirs du ministre de la justice,
notamment dans la nomination
des magistrats. La loi autorise
également le ministre de la jus-
tice a ouvrir des enquétes sur les
membres du HSKY, et a imposer
a l'instance judiciaire son ordre
du jour.

Le texte avait été voté le 15
février par le Parlement, au
terme d'une nuit houleuse ot un
député a été blessé et a di étre
hospitalisé. L'opposition avait
rejeté ce texte, le jugeant
contraire a la Constitution et
exclusivement destiné a étouffer
les enquétes en cours. Cette loi
compléte une vague de purges
sans précédent dans la police et
la justice turques, que le premier
ministre Recep Tayyip Erdogan
accuse d'étre au cceur d'un com-
plot ourdi par la confrérie du
prédicateur musulman
Fethullah Giilen pour le déstabi-
liser.

Le premier ministre turc, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, et le président
turc, Abdullah Giil, le 21 février dans le cockpit d'un avion a la

LES JUSTIFICATIONS DU
PRESIDENT

L'opposition avait sommé de
M. Giil de mettre son veto a ce
texte, alors que 'Union euro-
péenne s'était publiquement
inquiétée aupres d'Ankara, can-
didat a l'intégration, d'une
remise en cause de « l'indépen-
dance de la justice ».

Pour tenter d'apaiser ces cri-
tiques, le chef de 1'Etat a, fait
inhabituel, justifié dans une
déclaration son feu vert a la nou-
velle loi. M. Giil y a souligné
avoir exprimé ses objections «
sur 15 dispositions, clairement
contraires a la Constitution »,
mais a assuré qu'elles avaient été
prises en compte lors des débats
au Parlement. « J'ai ainsi décidé
de l'approuver, jugeant que les
autres ar
e examinés par la Cour consti-
tutionnelle », a estimé le chef de
1'Etat.

base de Konya.

Ces amendements n'ont pas
calmé la colere de I'opposition,
qui a immédiatement confirmé
son intention de saisir dés mer-
credi la Cour constitutionnelle.

LA LOI INTERNET
AMENDEE

Mercredi, les députés ont
également discuté d'une autre
loi controversée, consacrée au
contrdle d'Internet. Les députés
ont finalement adopté les amen-
dements exigés par le chef de
I'Etat, Abdullah Giil, sans toute-
fois remettre en cause le renfor-
cement de son controle adminis-
tratif.

Deux changements ont été
proposés par la majorité gouver-
nementale de M. Erdogan, a-t-
on appris de source parlemen-
taire.

— Le premier impose a l'au-
torité gouvernementale des télé-
communications (TIB) de solli-
citer dans un délai de quarante-

huit heures la confirmation par
un juge de son ordre de blocage
d'un site Internet, alors qu'il
pouvait s'en dispenser dans le
texte initial.

— Le second n'autorise le
stockage pendant deux ans des
données recensant les activités
des internautes que sur la base
des adresses IP et non plus des
sités visités.

Le président Giil avait pro-
mulgué la semaine derniere
cette loi, jugée « liberticide » par
l'opposition, de nombreuses
ONG et plusieurs capitales
étrangeres, a la condition que
ces deux modifications soient
votées par le Parlement, ou le
Parti de la justice et du dévelop-
pement (AKP), au pouvoir, dis-
pose d'une majorité absolue.

Ce nouveau texte n'a pu
empécher la diffusion en ligne
lundi soir d'une conversation
téléphonique présumée entre M.
Erdogan et son fils Bilal, dans
laquelle ils évoquaient les
moyens de faire disparaitre une
forte somme d'argent le jour ot a
éclaté le scandale de corruption
qui vise des dizaines de proches
du régime.

Ce nouveau texte n’a pu
empécher la diffusion en ligne
lundi soir d'une conversation
téléphonique présumée entre M.
Erdogan et son fils Bilal, dans
laquelle ils évoquaient les
moyens de faire disparaitre une
forte somme d’argent le jour ot a
éclaté le scandale de corruption
qui vise des dizaines de proches
du régime. m
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Turquie : vers la paix avec les kurdes ?

http://www.amnesty.fr
27 février 2014

Entretien avec Hamit Bozarslan, directeur d’études a I'EHESS.
Ankara et le Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK) ont engagé
depuis un an des pourparlers pour mettre un terme au conflit
kurde, qui a fait plus de 40 000 morts depuis 1984. Un processus
fragilisé puisque le PKK a suspendu cet automne le retrait de ses
rebelles de Turquie pour dénoncer des promesses non tenues par
le gouvernement.

Le processus de paix engagé entre le gouvernement turc et le
PKK a-t-il un avenir ?

Personne ne le sait vraiment. Aujourd’hui, il y a des frictions consi-
dérables au sein du pouvoir entre le courant Giilen (voir ci-contre
« Bras de fer »), une sorte d’Opus Dei de I'lslam, et le parti AKP.
Une partie de ces tensions peut avoir un impact sur le dossier
kurde. Trés influent au sein du ministére de I'Intérieur, le mouve-
ment Glilen ne veut pas de ces négociations. Par ailleurs, certains
acteurs de l'opposition kémaliste adoptent ouvertement une
position anti-kurde. Enfin, I'lran, qui compte également une forte
minorité kurde, tente lui aussi d’entraver ce processus de paix. La
situation est donc extrémement complexe.

Pour quelles raisons le gouvernement a-t-il ouvert ces négocia-
tions ?

En février 2008, |'opération Soleil lancée par I'armée turque au
Kurdistan irakien contre les militants du PKK s’est soldée par un
fiasco, ce qui a considérablement ébranlé le prestige de I'institu-
tion militaire dans la gestion de la question kurde. Cette méme
année, le parti AKP au pouvoir a mis au pas la trés puissante
armée turque a travers une série de proces. Par conséquent, I’AKP
avait les mains libres pour « résoudre » cette question. Je pense
aussi, qu’il y avait une volonté gouvernementale de renégocier
une sorte de contrat avec les Kurdes, lesquels représentent tout
de méme quelque 20 % de la population. Enfin, bien sir la situa-
tion syrienne a joué un role, la Turquie craignant de voir les
Kurdes syriens « s’autonomiser » complétement pour constituer
un Etat a ses frontiéres.

Ces négociations ont-elles commencé a porter des fruits ?

Cela fait un an qu’il n’y a pas eu d’affrontement lié a la question
kurde. Le 21 mars dernier, Abdullah Ocalan, le dirigeant empri-
sonné du PKK, a annoncé un cessez-le-feu. Cette situation de paix
prolongée a permis le déploiement d’une société civile extréme-
ment dynamique et de classes moyennes kurdes avec des
attentes en termes de confort matériel, de services culturels,
d’éducation. On assiste ainsi a une floraison de cafés littéraires,
de groupes de théatre, de clubs de danse, de maisons d’édition...
Dans les villes du Sud-Est Mardin, Van, Hakkari, les universités
sont en pleine effervescence. Avant méme le lancement des
négociations, les Kurdes avaient obtenu certains droits : une radio
et une télévision émettant en kurde, un site dans leur langue au
sein de I'agence de presse nationale (Anatolie), des centres de
recherche dans plusieurs villes. On peut aussi noter de facto la
banalisation du terme Kurdistan ou I’érection de statues a la
mémoire de leaders kurdes exécutés, ce qui était inimaginable il y
a quelques années.

Connait-on les termes de la négociation ?
Rien n’est écrit. Les revendications du PKK semblent cependant

La population kurde a cheval sur quatre pays ©ARTE avec le Lepac

plus claires. Elles recouvrent une autonomie réelle, la possibilité
pour les hommes et les femmes politiques kurdes d’agir dans un
cadre légal, la reconnaissance du kurde comme langue du
Kurdistan, et sans doute la |égalisation du PKK ou au moins la pos-
sibilité offerte a ses militants d’agir en toute Iégalité. Du coté du
gouvernement, le programme de démocratisation annoncé le 30
septembre par le Premier ministre Erdogan contenait quelques
dispositions concernant les Kurdes, notamment la permission de
pratiquer une éducation en langue maternelle dans les établisse-
ments privés, la possibilité d’user officiellement des lettres spéci-
fiques de leur alphabet (g, x, w), la suppression du serment que
les écoliers doivent réciter chaque matin : « Je suis turc, je suis
juste, je suis travailleur... Heureux qui se dit Turc ». Mais ce
paquet de réformes est jugé trés insuffisant par le PKK qui s’était
engagé a se retirer derriére les frontieres a condition d’obtenir
des concessions. En octobre dernier, le retrait des combattants
kurdes a été stoppé : quelque 20 % de ses combattants (sur un
total d’environ 5 000) se seraient pour le moment retirés dans le
Kurdistan irakien.

Quel est le bilan de la guerre entre les Kurdes et I'Etat Turc ?

Ce conflit a fait plus de 40 000 morts combattants et civils kurdes.
Pres de 4 000 hameaux et villages dans I'Est et le Sud-Est ont été
détruits. En 2009 un ministre turc a déclaré que la guerre avait
colté 300 milliards de dollars au pays. Par le passé, le PKK a éga-
lement commis certaines exactions en particulier des massacres
dans certains villages en 1986 et 1987. Il y a aussi des purges
internes dans les rangs du parti.

On a souvent reproché au PKK de ne pas accepter le pluralisme...

Le PKK est désormais capable de construire un bloc hégémonique,
a l'instar de celui que I’AKP a établi en Turquie. Aujourd’hui, il
n’est plus besoin d’utiliser la force pour s'imposer comme la réfé-
rence dominante de I'espace kurde. Du coup, il accepte davantage
de pluralisme, que ce soit en termes politiques, dans la presse ou
dans la vie culturelle.

La paix entre le PKK et le gouvernement est souvent présentée
comme indispensable a un approfondissement de la démocrati-
sation du pays. Qu’en pensez-vous ?

C’est vrai a ceci prés que la démocratisation n’est pas I'objectif de
’AKP qui est davantage dans une logique de projection de
puissance.

Propos recueillis par Aurélie Carton
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Kurdish Al-Akrad front commander:
Turkey pursuing new intrigues in Syria

http://www.ekurd.net
February 23, 2014

AFRIN, Syrian Kurdistan,— Kurdish (Jabhat al-Akrad) Al-Akrad front
commander Haji Ahmet Al-Kurdi has spoken to ANF about recent deve-
lopments in the Syrian Civil War, including about Turkey’s role in the
conflict. Kurdi told ANF that Turkey’s attempt to destroy the gains made
by Kurds in Syria that began 7 months ago in partnership with al-Qaeda
and the al-Nusra Front has failed.

However Kurdi also emphasized that Turkey is looking for new angles in
Syria, saying " Turkey is telling the remaining groups to go and make an
agreement with the Kurds and to pull them into the war. It wants to pro-
voke renewed fighting between Kurds and the Islamic State of Iraq and
Syria and strengthen those groups still remaining in tact, and it wants to
drive the Kurds from power.”

“Our goal is to not allow those coming to our lands and country from
outside and those playing with our revolution [to accomplish this]. For
this reason we as the Al-Akrad Front were the first inside the Free Syrian
Army (FSA) to fire at the ISIS. This fighting began in Tel Abyad. An
important commander by the name of Ebu Mushap Sisani was taken pri-
soner. A group used this as an excuse and in the name of the mujahe-
deen it united the FSA against the Kurds. This decision was taken at a
meeting which took place in Gaziantep under Turkish sponsorship and
which FSA as well as ISIS officials attended. The Gaziantep meeting was
organized to create a great alliance between these groups and the ISIS
against the Kurds. And that is what happened.”

We Are Working To Defeat These Alliances

“The product of this alliance was to make all Kurds a target and above
all in the area of Tel Abyad, Tel Aran, Tel Hasil, and Bab-Azaz. Of course
Turkey was the main planner behind this and coordinated it. The goal
was to drive all Kurds from that region and to create a Kurdish free zone.
To destroy those resisting and to encourage those not resisting to work
with them. There is information concerning these plans from reliable
sources. In fact it was a plan for genocide. They did a part of it in Tel
Hasil and Tel Aran. We realized their plan when the attacks began. But
we had not realized how deep it went. When we realized this we pulled
our forces from the region in order to prevent the murder of civilians.
Because the military forces were the justification for the massacres.
When we pulled back our forces it fell apart. There is information about
those who worked with them and later returned [to our side]. They
asked who decided to pull back the military forces and stopped. Many
people could not put a meaning on our withdrawal. It was understood a
classical pull back. In fact it was judged by some that we had abando-
ned the warzone. Some were pleased when they said this. If that plan
had been put into action the direction of massacres would have turned
toward Efrin and Kobané. It was a general plan that was to be imple-
mented in pieces.”

The Plan Wanted To Make Kurds Into A Common Enemy

Kurdi went on to explain how the plan was an attempt to destroy both
Kurdistan and the real revolutionary will in Syria, saying “Kurds demons-
trated that they were a third-way together with the real revolutionary
forces of Syria. The problem was here. For this reason international
powers and some Kurdish collaborators did not accept this and wanted
to break it. In fact they wanted to put an end to the Syrian Revolution.”

They Came Face To Face

“As Kurds faded from the scene they went after each other. They began
a war over power and how it would be shared. They all wanted to be in
power. In order to be in power the ISIS destroyed all smaller groups.
They allied with groups such as Liva Tevhid and Ehrar Sam that claim to
be larger. The situation of Ehrar Sam was different. This group and the
al-Nusra Front are coming from the same source. That is to say it was a
group with roots in al-Qaeda. Either it attached them to itself or it des-
troyed them. And here in an important way Turkey supported the ISIS,
increased its size and provided it with every kind of possibility.”

Turkey Is Reaping What It Has Sown

Photo: ANF

“The Bad area is a large area. Turkey put this region under the control
of Turkmen groups. However the ISIS took those areas from them in
two days. In fact it was be more correct to say they surrendered them-
selves to them. At only one place in the region there were 800 Liva
Tevhid fighters. They surrendered this area to the ISIS without fighting
a thousand or eight hundred shots. Turkey is mentoring them. Turkey
wanted them to surrender without fighting. Because Turkey founded
Liva Tevhid. But later the ISIS came to such a point that now they do
not attach themselves to a Turkey giving them endless support. The ISIS
finished the Liva Tevhid without fighting. Groups from the Tevhid were
put into combat against the ISIS and were liquidated but the leaders of
the Tevhid did not make a single statement. The Tevhid and other
groups mentored by Turkey have been reduced to this.”

Kurdi went on to discuss the situation along the border, the increasing
strength of the ISIS in important sectors — such as the zone between Tel
Abyad and Azaz saying “Turkey came to realize this when they saw the
strategic areas in which they had established Turkmen and groups like
the Liva Tevhid along the border attacked and taken over by the ISIS.
Turkey wanted to protect that area with these groups. However the ISIS
began to attack those regions. They started an attack on the very stra-
tegically important town of Cobanbey. They took Cobanbey in two days.
Turkey was telling Liva Tevhid and the other Turkmen group there to do
what they wanted and that they would give them what was necessary
but to protect those areas. They used planes to support them. They gave
around 40 rockets and some rocket fuzes. But the ISIS took that place
in two days. Those groups left all the weapons and rockets Turkey had
given them without fighting and fled. Now Turkey is reaping the harvest.
The ISIS which it had supported and grew turned against the Turkmen
groups in the FSA under its own control. They took the villages of
Cobanbey, igde and Hawar. These villages were very important places
for Turkey. That is as things are now Turkey and the ISIS share a bor-
der.”

Turkey In Search Of New Alliances

Finally Kurdi explained that as Turkey has lost all its old allies it is now
in pursuit of new ones, saying "Now Turkey is planning a new game.
Turkey is telling the remaining groups to go and make an agreement
with the Kurds and to pull them into the war. It wants to provoke rene-
wed fighting between Kurds and the ISIS -and strengthen those groups
still remaining in tact. It wants to drive the Kurds from power. This is
certainly happening through the hands of intelligence officers In fact
intelligence officers are swarming around the region. Some of those
were shot in attacks directed against us.” m

Ekurd.net Note: The Kurdish (Jabhat al-Akrad) front was formed as a
brigade of the Free Syrian Army. al-Akrad operates in Kurdish and eth-
nically-mixed areas in Syria's Aleppo and Ragqa provinces, mainly out-

side Syrian Kurdistan region.

Copyright ©, respective author or news agency, rojavareport.wordpress.com |
firatnews.com
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Iraq’s Deputy Finance Minister: Kurdistan
Budget Blocked Directly by Maliki

By HEVIDAR AHMED
18/2/2014
http://rudaw.net

RBIL, Kurdistan Region —

Iraq’s Kurdish deputy finance
minister Fazil Nabi has submitted
his resignation and returned home
in anger at the central govern-
ment’s failure to send the autono-
mous Kurdistan Region its fair
share of this year’s budget.

Nabi told Rudaw that the
decision to hold up the budget —
causing severe financial problems
for the Kurdistan Regional
Government (KRG) — had been
made by Iraqi Prime Minister
Nuri al-Maliki and his deputy for
energy affairs, Hussein al-
Shahristani.

“Maliki and Shahristani are
not willing to send the share of
the Kurdistan Region of the bud-
get,” he said.

“Maliki ordered to stop the
budget so that the people of
Kurdistan Region will revolt
against the Kurdistan Regional
Government,” Nabi accused.

As Erbil and Baghdad have
locked horns over the intractable
budget issue, the last three
months have been the hardest
financial period for the Kurdistan
Region since the 2003 fall of
Saddam Hussein in Baghdad,
some officials say.

One KRG official said things
were getting so bad that the local
government could have problems
paying salaries next month. Some

government employees already
have not received their salaries
for the last two months, sparking
several demonstrations.

“Baghdad has never been so
tough towards Kurds,” Nabi said
in the interview with Rudaw.
“Baghdad used to make threats in
the past as well, but it has never
been like now.”

He said he had no doubt the
budget issue was being used by
Maliki as pressure to force Erbil
to hand over control of its oil
exports to the central government.

An oil row, over Erbil saying
it is ready to begin oil exports
through a pipeline to Turkey and
Baghdad forbidding independent
crude sales — has gone hand-in-
hand with the month’s old budget
dispute.

“Maliki is pressing the
Kurdistan Region in every possi-
ble way in order to have Baghdad
control the oil policy of the
Kurdistan Region,” according to
Nabi, who said he had anticipated
Maliki’s intention to squeeze
Erbil through the budget.

“That is why I sent the
January payments on January 8,
2014. Later on, the (finance)
minister decided not to send any-
more payments for the Kurdistan
Region, after he was informed of
my action.”

Nabi said he had exchanged
harsh words with the minister,
which had strained their relations.
After hearing the minister, Nabi
said he was “convinced that the

issue is out of the minister’s
control. Maliki and Shahristani
are the ones who have made the
decision.”

At a ministerial meeting
Maliki had insisted on holding up
payments to the Kurdistan
government, Nabi said. He clai-
med Maliki had said, “let the peo-
ple revolt against the Kurdistan
Regional Government.”

“I am very serious. If the
issues are not resolved by the end
of this week, will not return to
Baghdad, even if Maliki does not
accept my resignation,” Nabi
vowed.

This is not the first time Nabi
has threatened to resign. “Five
months ago I got upset over some
issues and I threatened to resign.
Maliki told me that he would do
everything for me if I don’t
resign,” Nabi explained.

A KRG delegation, headed by
Prime  Minister  Nechirvan
Barzani, is scheduled to visit
Baghdad for the third time in two
months to resume discussions
over the oil and budget issues.

Maliki at a
cabinet
meeting.
Photo:
pmo.iq

“This is going to be a decisive
week for the budget and oil
issues,” Nabi predicted.

Kurdish officials insist that
Baghdad has never paid the KRG
the full 17 percent of the national
budget specified under the consti-

tution. “So far, we have never
received our budget from
Baghdad completely,” KRG

deputy finance minister Rashid
Tahir said recently.

But Nabi said: “Since the end
of 2007, when I have been in
Baghdad, we have sent the share
of Kurdistan budget.”

Nabi also provided the latest
figures of the Iraqi national bud-
get and Kurdistan’s share:

“The Iraqi budget is 163 tril-
lion dinars. The share of
Kurdistan Region from the budget
is 19.7 trillion dinars. Also,
Kurdistan Region is entitled to
2.14 trillion dinars from the sove-
reign budget. In total, the share of
Kurdistan Region from the budget
is around 22 trillion dinars.” O

FEBRUARY 26, 2014

www.shafaaq.com
Wednesday, 26 February 2014

Kurdish demonstration demand to stop exporting
oil to Kirkuk , until paying the region’s salaries

hafaq News / Kurdish organizations belonging to Kurdistan
Democratic Party (KDP) led by Massoud Barzani, President of
Kurdistan Region demanded on Wednesday, during a demonstration
organized in front of the North Oil Company in Arafa area in central
Kirkuk with the participation of dozens of people to stop the export of
oil from Kirkuk until the disposal of the region’s salaries.
Those organizations made several demands addressed to the pro-
vincial government and the administration of Kirkuk to implement
them , including stop Kirkuk oil exports to the Turkish port of =
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= Ceyhan and cut Kurdistan’s’ water from other Iraqi cities .

One of the activists and participants in the demonstration, named
, Sttar Jabari said in an interview with " Shafaq News " that “ the Iraqi
government should not exploit salaries as pressure on the region and
exploit in the elections , pointing out that this is unacceptable “.

He added that the Kurds are demanding administrations of
Kirkuk province to stop Kirkuk oil exports , which constitute 20% of
the Iraqi oil exports from Kurdistan 's share of 17 % from the budget.

The organizations hold Maliki’s government the responsibility of
its “negligence “in this file , it also raised slogans calling to make
Kirkuk’s oil for Kurdistan .

The Directorate of Kirkuk Asaish affiliated of the Democratic
Party of Kurdistan tightened security to protect the protesters .

The two negotiations conducted by the head of Kurdistan
Regional Government , Nechirvan Barzani at the head of a high level

delegation with Prime Minister , Nuri al-Maliki and other senior offi-
cials in the federal government did not result in an agreement on the
outstanding issues between Baghdad and Erbil, including the problem
of the general budget and the export of oil from the region to Turkey
via the new pipeline , As a result of Baghdad 's insistence on Erbil to
export 400 000 barrels of oil per day from Kurdistan fields daily where
the latter rejected this demand .

Baghdad has cut salaries for the employees of the region for the
current and previous two months in unprecedented move and Erbil
responded to resort to the Federal Court , while Kurdish bodies and
organizations demanded the regional government to take steps to res-
pond , including cutting off water on the rest of the Iraqi provinces .

26 / February / 2014

President Barzani: Cutting Budget Equals
‘Declaration of War’ by Baghdad

rudaw.net

RBIL, Kurdistan Region -

Kurdistan Region President
Massoud Barzani said Tuesday
that the recent decision by the Iraqi
federal government to block
Erbil’s share of the annual budget
amounts to “a declaration of war
against the people of Kurdistan.”

“Not sending Kurdistan’s
budget is an illegal act,” he decla-
red.

For weeks, Baghdad has
blocked payments from the natio-
nal budget to the autonomous
Kurdistan Regional Government
(KRG) in order to prevent
Kurdish control over oil exports
to Turkey and beyond.

Baghdad and Erbil are locked
in a complex political feud. The
Kurds insist that their autonomy
gives them constitutional rights to
exploit and export their own vast
oil and gas resources, and have
signed a comprehensive oil and
gas deal with energy-hungry
Turkey next door.

To force Erbil to concede
control over revenues to the fede-
ral government, Baghdad has fro-
zen the KRG’s monthly deposits
from the national budget, which
go to pay for things like govern-
ment salaries.

Since last December, the
KRG and Baghdad have held
three rounds of high-level mee-
tings to agree on the terms of the
Erbil-Ankara energy deal. But

talks failed over who should be in
charge of marketing and selling
Kurdish oil internationally.

Barzani insisted that the
Kurdistan Region is acting within
the boundaries of the Iraqi consti-
tution.

“The Kurdistan Region hasn’t
taken a single step in violation of
the constitution,” he said. “We are
only practicing our rights.”

The Kurdish president went
on to blame the political and secu-
rity crisis in Iraq on the “wrong
policies of Iraqi leaders.”

He said that Baghdad has no
excuse to impose sanctions on
Kurdistan and to refuse payments
from the national budget.

According to the Iraqi consti-
tution, the autonomous Kurdistan
Region is entitled to 17 percent of
Iraq’s annual budget. The Kurds
have long said that Baghdad has
never sent more than 10 percent
of the budget.

The KRG has condemned
Baghdad’s budget tactic as both
illegal and immoral, saying it puts
pressure on average employees.

Meanwhile, Iraq's parliament
speaker Osama Nujaifi told
Rudaw that he has started media-
ting between the two govern-
ments to find a solution. He said
that cutting off Kurdistan from
the budget is unacceptable.

"We have made an initiative
to solve the problems between the
Kurdistan Region and Baghdad,
in particular the issue of not sen-

‘Not sending Kurdistan’s budget is an illegal act,’ Barzani

declared. Photo: KRP

ding the salaries of
employees," Nujaifi said.

"The budget is a constitutio-
nal and legal right of the
Kurdistan Region, we are against
halting it and no unilateral deci-
sions should be made about this,"
he added.

For his part, Kurdistan Prime
Minister Nechirvan Barzani said
Tuesday that his government is
willing to negotiate with Baghdad
on all issues, except the budget
cut.

"The KRG hopes that the pro-
blems are solved through dia-
logue,” he said. But he warned
that, “absolutely, the KRG will
not negotiate with Baghdad on
not sending the budget and cut-
ting the salaries of employees,
because this is unacceptable."

"The Iraqi government should

the

not use employees’ salaries as a
political ~card against the
Kurdistan Region," he insisted.

Also on Tuesday, the finance
ministry in Erbil announced it
would start paying all government
salaries over the next few days.

Earlier this month, Kurdish
businessmen and investors repor-
tedly gave $85 million to the
Central Bank of Kurdistan to help
bridge an immediate cash crisis.
Reports said the money would
pay the salaries of teachers, labo-
rers and other workers, some of
whom have staged week-long
strikes.

“The people of Kurdistan
have no issues with the Shiite
people,” said President Barzani.
“The problem is the behavior of
the leaders in Baghdad.” 0
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Turkmen caught
between Turkey
and Iragi Kurdistan

Iraqi Turkmen are getting pressure from the
Turkish government to work more closely
with the Kurdistan Regional Government
(KRG) of Iraq.

Author Fehim Tastekin
February 27, 2014
www.al-monitor.com

hile Irag’s April 30 general elections approach, the bets are

slowly coming up for grabs. The polls matter not only for the
Iraqis. The vote, the first since the end of the US occupation, is as cru-
cial for regional actors Turkey and Iran as it is for the United States’ so-
called “democracy project.”

Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki’s re-election is Turkey’s nightmare sce-
nario. Turkey believes that bilateral ties stand no chance of improve-
ment as long as Maliki stays in office, diplomatic sources in Baghdad
told Al-Monitor. Maliki’s own feelings are no different. He thinks rela-
tions cannot be restored with Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan in
charge in Ankara.

Turkey counts on a scenario where Maliki is sidelined by Shiite rivals
of his State of Law Coalition, including Ibrahim al-Jaafari’s National
Reform, Ammar al-Hakim’s Islamic Supreme Council of Iraq and the
Sadr movement. Yet, predictions are difficult to make in a political land-
scape where 270 parties and 70 coalitions contest the polls, and Maliki
still has room to maneuver.

Moreover, the Iraqgis | talked to point out that Shiite perceptions of
Turkey have soured after the Justice and development Party (AKP)
government granted asylum to Iraq’s former Vice President Tariq al-
Hashimi. Thus, even a Shiite-led government without Maliki does not
guarantee a new chapter with Baghdad for Ankara.

There are other serious obstacles, too. Both Shiites and Sunnis have
come increasingly to believe that Ankara’s strategic ties with Erbil are
a major factor emboldening the Kurdistan Regional Government to drift
away from Baghdad. Turkish officials, on the other hand, say privately
that too much foot-dragging by Baghdad over a pipeline to carry
Basra’s oil to Turkey compelled Ankara to “force certain things” and opt
for an oil deal with Kurdistan, braving Maliki’s ire.

Backfiring cards

What is even more intriguing, Turkey — while courting Erbil to get what
it lost in Baghdad — is also about to waste its Turkmen card, which it
has already misused for years. Both Turkmen representatives and
diplomatic sources say that Turkey, due to its pro-Sunni leaning, has
already alienated the Shiite Turkmen.

Turkmen academic in Baghdad told Al-Monitor, “Turkey’s sectarian

policy has pushed the Shiite Turkmen under Iran’s influence.”
According to the academic, “Sunni Turkmen are present in the ranks
of al-Qaeda, which has been attacking Shiite Turkmen in recent years.
Some al-Qaeda-linked people have used buildings of the Turkey-
backed Iraqi Turkmen Front (ITF). As a result, the Shiite Turkmen’s atti-
tude toward Turkey has changed.”

Fevzi Ekrem, a former Shiite Turkmen parliament member from the
Sadr movement, dismissed allegations that the ITF made its buildings
available for al-Qaeda’s use. Yet, he, too, criticized Turkey for acting as
if all Turkmen were Sunni. “The Shiite Turkmen feel they are treated as
a stepchild,” he told Al-Monitor.

Ekrem, who identifies himself as “a patriot and nationalist above
sects,” said the Turkmen had lost ground not only because of the

Kurds, al-Qaeda and the Maliki government but also regional players
such as Iran, Turkey and Saudi Arabia. Born to a Sunni-Shiite couple,
Ekrem described the gloom in Tuz Khormato to illustrate the Turkmen
resentment: “Over the past two years, we have lost 1,000 people in
bomb attacks in Tuz Khormato. Another 4,000 have been wounded.
Another 165 people have been kidnapped on their way home or to
school, and remain unaccounted for. The attacks target the Turkmen
neighborhoods in particular. Turkmen who fled the town have formed
two whole neighborhoods in Karbala and Najaf. Some have fled to
Baghdad as well. Christian Turkmen — the so-called 'fortress infidels'
— have also fled the town. The truth is that no one really helped the
Turkmen — neither neighboring countries nor the Sunni and Shiite
political groups in Irag. ... The neighboring countries are playing a
grave game; they want to make Iraq a second Syria. The Turkmen are
the big losers, be they Sunni or Shiite. I'll try to expose this tragedy at
an exhibition I’'m planning to open soon on al-Mutenebbi Avenue.”

Certainly, not all Turkmen are as pessimistic as Ekrem. A Turkmen
employee at a construction company in Baghdad argued that all Iraqi
communities were hit by violence and suffered. He underscored that
the Turkmen were represented by seven lawmakers and three minis-
ters, and that the government was taking steps for broadcasts and
education in the Turkmen language. He was optimistic the commu-
nity’s conditions would further improve.

Turkmen-Kurdish rapprochement suggested

For years, Turkey used the Turkmen card both against the central Iraqi
government and the Kurds. Now the nature of the card appears to be
changing. “Turkey is now advising us to get closer to the Kurdistan
administration. This has sparked serious reactions among the
Turkmen,” a Turkmen official said.

A small Turkmen faction, including the Iraqi Turkmen Fraternity Party,
favors cooperation with the Kurds. Yet, their favorable stance stems
from skepticism toward both Iran, which uses the Shiite card, and
Turkey, which counts on the Sunni card.

However, neither the ITF, which Turkey has not only backed but used
as a tool, nor Shiite Turkmen groups such as the Iragi Turkmen Islamic
Union that aligns with Shiite Arab parties promoting Iraqg’s integrity, are
likely to engage with Kurdistan.

Even Turkmen currently in touch with the Kurdish region become
agitated when it comes to Kurdish claims over the oil-rich city of
Kirkuk, the much-coveted “Kurdish Jerusalem.”

Ekrem was equally resentful: “We are being advised to take advantage
of the Turkey-Kurdistan rapprochement, but the Kurdish administration
has never reached out to us. They have had an eye on our lands, and
nothing has changed since 2003. This is not an easy problem to solve.
We’ve been through a lot. Those who usurped our lands are out there.
The Turkmen population in Erbil has melted away. [Iraqi President]
Jalal Talabani does not have a single Turkmen [on his team]. How are
we supposed to engage in dialogue under these circumstances?”

Iran’s outstanding policies

While Turkey’s Kurdish and Turkmen cards are failing to yield the des-
ired results, Iran’s maneuvering ability stands out on the Iragi scene.
Despite Turkey’s regional ambitions, it is Iran that has stepped in to
settle the in-house rift at the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) when
it plunged into a leadership crisis after Talabani bowed out. When it
comes to efforts to end the political impasse in Kurdistan — without a
government for six months — it is again Iran out on the field. The most
influential of the Turkmen card is similarly in Iran’s hands.

Having taken the Turkmen for granted, Turkey has only recently reali-
zed why they have entered the Iranian sphere of influence. According
to a Turkish diplomat, lessons have been learned from past mistakes
and a new approach is under way vis-a-vis the Shiite Turkmen. Yet, it
seems hard for Ankara to make up, given the perceptions its regional
policies have created in Iraq. Gestures like visits to religious shrines

appear to just not be enough. &
Fehim Tastekin is a columnist and chief editor of foreign news at the Turkish
newspaper Radikal, based in Istanbul. He is the host of a fortnightly program cal-
led "Dogu Divani” on IMC TV. He is an analyst specializing in Turkish foreign
policy and Caucasus, Middle East and EU affairs. He was founding editor of
Agency Caucasus.
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Irag’s budget
problems go beyond
Erbil-Baghdad crisis

As the conflict continues between Baghdad and Erbil
regarding Iraqi Kurdistan's share in the state budget,
there is a pressing need for the government to
address other budget-related issues, namely its near
total dependence on oil.

Author Harith Hasan
February 28, 2014
www.al-monitor.com

he Iragi parliament still has not been able to approve the draft gene-

ral budget for 2014, prompting Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki to warn
of the possibility of a major financial crisis and a disruption of state ins-
titutions.

This delay in ratifying the budget is mainly because of the continuing
dispute between Baghdad and the Kurdistan Regional Government
(KRG) regarding Iragi Kurdistan's share of the budget. According to a
member of the Maliki-led State of Law Coalition, the Kurds are deman-
ding a 17% share of the budget, without deducting the revenues they
obtain from the approximately 400,000 barrels of oil the region exports
daily according to Iraqi government’s calculations.

Baghdad is demanding that Iraqi Kurdistan places its oil exports under
the direct supervision of the State Organization for Marketing of Oil
(SOMO), which is under the authority of the central Iragi government.
The Kurdistan Region of Irag, however, refuses to do this. For their part,
the Kurdish forces argue that the central government is disregarding the
constitution, which grants the region the authority to supervise its own
resources, and that Baghdad is trying to deduct from Iragi Kurdistan's
share, which was decided upon in previous budgets. These forces held
a meeting in Erbil on Feb. 23 and issued a statement confirming the
region's right to "receive its share of Irag's revenues." The statement
noted that negotiations with Baghdad on this issue are ongoing and cal-
led on Maliki to abandon this "illegal and unconstitutional policy."

An "independent" report on the Iragi budget prepared by the Movement
for Change (Gorran) noted that the actual share the budget grants to
Iragi Kurdistan is 9.9%, and that the government expects the region to
export what amounted to 400,000 barrels per day under its supervision,
compared to 250,000 a day last year. According to the report, the
government is demanding that auditing agencies from both Baghdad
and Erbil identify and calculate Kurdish oil revenues, and that Erbil
sends the amount to Baghdad on a monthly basis. These are conditions
that the KRG considers to be unfair.

urthermore, the problem has been fueled by the central govern-

ment's delay in releasing the budget used to pay the salaries of
public officials in Iraqgi Kurdistan. This reached the point that KRG
President Massoud Barzani described the measures as "a declaration
of war" and claimed that the government was imposing a blockade on
the region. These Kurdish accusations led Barzani to issue a statement
on Feb. 28 denying the responsibility of his government for the delay of
public employees’ salaries. The statement asserted that in the last
years these salaries were paid by the KRG from its budget allocations,
but it offered to deliver February salaries as a temporal solution and to
prevent some from exploiting this issue to “instigate nationalist fee-
lings.”
It seems that negotiations between the two sides will continue, in light
of each side sticking to its position and with the approach of the gene-
ral elections scheduled for April of this year. Electoral seasons in Iraq
usually push political forces to avoid flexible positions, to win the sup-
port of their constituencies. The KRG's rhetoric emphasizes the injus-
tice the region is subjected to and focuses on the emotional aspect with
regard to the interruption or delay in the payment of public servant sala-
ries. Yet, on the other hand, media outlets close to the central govern-

A staff member points at a screen showing a map of the
Kirkuk-Ceyhan pipeline off the coast of Adana, Feb. 19, 2014.
(photo by REUTERS/Umit Bektas)

ment speak of the need to confront the Kurds' attempts to get more of
the budget than they deserve and fund their "semi-autonomous" region
with oil from southern Iraq.

However, these positions do not hide the existence of divisions, parti-
cularly between the Kurdish forces themselves. Some members of par-
liament belonging to the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) warned that
Iragi Kurdistan will make its "own decisions" if the central government
does not change its stance, in reference to a threat to withdraw from the
political process or secede. Meanwhile, it seemed that officials associa-
ted with the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) were cautious regarding
these hard-line positions, and one PUK official went as far as stating
that the KRG is responsible for the crisis because of its "failed oil poli-
cies." Furthermore, some PUK leaders met with Maliki independently to
discuss the budget issue.

owever, the current problems relating to the budget are not limited

to the crisis between Baghdad and Erbil, as there are other aspects
that could be called "structural problems." An official from the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) noted that the current draft budget
does not solve the problem of Iraq's near-total dependence on oil reve-
nues, and the potential risks this entails in the event of a drop in oil
prices. The budget, which amounts to about $150 billion, assumes that
oil prices will remain at $106.10 per barrel. However, it is likely that
prices will drop this year, resulting in a continuation of the budget defi-
cit. This deficit occurred for the first time last year, after multiple years
of a financial surplus. The IMF official also expressed his concern that
the Iragi government may think about using cash reserves in the
Central Bank to compensate for this deficit, which would weaken the
currency and stimulate inflation.

In addition, there is a near consensus about the existence of another
negative indicator, represented by a decrease in investments — to
about 36% of the budget — alongside an increase in expenditures rela-
ting to governance. This could adversely affect efforts to improve public
services and economic infrastructure. According to Gorran's report, the
draft budget is devoid of an economic vision and lacks any initiatives to
promote local production, diversify income sources, reduce imports and
create new jobs. The budget also includes an increase in military spen-
ding at the expense of industrial and agricultural expenditure.

Based on the above, it can be concluded that the problems concerning
the Iragi budget are reproducing traditional conflicts witnessed by ren-
tier states that are highly dependent on oil revenues. The conflict bet-
ween Baghdad and Erbil is a conflict for each party's share of oil
resources and how to manage them — it is not a conflict between two
different economic visions. Today, the Kurdistan Region of Iraq is
nothing more than a rentier region within a rentier state. The problem
relating to a dependency on oil resources reveals that the financial
recovery witnessed in Iraq in recent years — due to increased oil
exports and high oil prices — is merely a temporary recovery. The conti-
nuation of prevailing spending methods and the absence of strategic
solutions to the problem of dependence on oil will pave the way for
severe economic crises in the near future. &

Harith Hasan has a PhD in political science and his main research interests are
the state, sectarianism and political transition in Iraq and the Middle East. He has
written extensively for various English and Arabic publications. On Twitter:
@harith_hasan
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