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IRAQI KURDISTAN:

THE PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS HELD PEACEFULLY

raqi Kurdistan’s parlia-

mentary elections, set

for the 21 September,

took place without any

major incident and the
polling stations closed at 5 pm.
The turn out was high (74%).
Over a thousand candidates were
standing representing about thir-
ty parties and movements, which
shows the political and cultural
diversity of Kurdistan.

Very soon, as the first estimations
appeared, it was clear that the
opposition party Goran (Change),
led by Nawshirwan Mustafa, had
undoubtedly succeeded in replac-
ing its rival, the Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan (PUK), led by Jalal
Talabani — absent Fromm the
political scene for several months
for health reasons.

The Kurdistan Democratic Party,
led by Massud Barzani,

President of Kurdistan, remains
in the lead, with 37.79% of the
votes, followed by Goran with
24.21% and the PUK with just
17.8%.

The Islamic parties, Yekgirtu
and Komal won 9.49% and
6.01% respectively. The remain-
ing minor parties shared 4.69%of
the vote.

The results, in each province
were as follows:

— Erbil voted overwhelmingly
for the President’s party, with
49.22% while Goran and the
PUK won 18.4 and 12.89 percent
respectively. The two Islamic
parties were about equal with
6.55% for Komal and 6.51% for
Yekgirtu, giving 13.06% for the
religious parties and leaving
7.42% for the rest.

— Duhok, unsurprisingly, voted
overwhelmingly for the KDP

with 70.03% of the vote. Next
came Yekgirtu with only 12.77%
while Komal only scored 1.08%.
The PUK and Goran, which do
not have deep roots in this
province, won 5.67 and 2.88 per-
cent respectively, the other
organisations sharing the
remaining 7.56%.

— The biggest change was in
Suleimaniyah. Here Goran won
40.8% of the vote, while PUK,
with 28.66% in its historic
stronghold became the man
opposition party, well behind its
dissident former offshoot. The
KDP won 11.03%, Yekgirtu
10.27% and Komal 8.22%.
Indeed, it was in this province,
considered to be the most
urbanised progressive, that the
two main religious parties won
the highest score, with 18.49%
between them. It is also here that
the outsider minor parties won
hardly any votes (0.78%), which
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suggest that the electors, very
involved in favour of a change in
those in office, concentrated on a
“useful vote”.

Compared with the 2009 elec-
tions, the KDP won 8 seats (38 as
against 30 in 2009) while Goran,
while gaining 70,000 votes lost a
seat, going from 25 to 24.

The other parties that won more
seats were Yekgirtu (+4) and
Komal (+2). All the other parties
either lost or only won one seat,
the biggest loser being the PUK
that lost 11 seats. In 2009, stand-
ing in alliance with the KDP and
the active presence of its
President Jalal Talabani had
enabled it to do much better.

Regarding the minorities, who
have special reserved seats: the
Turcomenians, the Assyrians,
the Chaldeans and Armenian
speakers had respectively 5 seats
as in 2009 and I for the
Armenians.

This 2013 Parliament will have
34% of women members, as a
30% minimum quota in favour
of women being in force under
the Kurdish Constitution.

As soon as the Electoral High
Commission had announced the
results, the PUK leaders demo-
cratically accepted their defeat,
saying that they were “entirely
responsible” for it in a public
statements by Kosrat Rassoul,
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Vice President of the Kurdistan
Regional Government and the
Party’s N°2 man, and Barham
Salih, former KRG Prime
Minister. Hero Talabani, Jalal
Talabani’s wife, who holds an
important post in the PUK
Political Committee, announced
her resignation on 30 September,
stating that the party needed
fresh blood in its leadership and
that she hoped to be the first to
set an example.

The KDP, the clear winner of the
elections, will probably form
either a government of national
union or at least a broad coali-
tion to ensure Kurdistan’s politi-
cal stability in a particularly dan-
gerous environment.

TURKEY:

SOME DISAPPOINTING CONSTITUTIONAL REFORMS

uring the summer the

PKK, through its new

interim leader, Cemil

Bayik, had announced

that, failing “concrete”
Turkish measures to advance the
peace process by 15t September,
he would considered that it had
been buried.

On 9 September, a communiqué
from the executive council of the
Union of Kurdish Communities
(KCK) and published by the
Firatnews News Agency
announced that the withdrawal
of the Kurdish armed forces
have been frozen without, how-
ever, ending the cease fire or
challenging Abdullah Ocalan’s
political message.

“Our movement believes in the project
of democratisation presented by the
leader Apo on Newroz day. It is the
only way to establish brotherhood
between the peoples living in Turkey
and to resolve the Kurdish question as
well as create a Democratic Union of
the Middle East. The suspension of the
withdrawal aims at pushing the

Turkish government to treat this pro-
ject more seriously and to do what it
must”.

The KCK also called on “the
Kurdish people and the democratic
powers* to strengthen their struggle
and urge the AKP government to
“abandon its irresponsible attitude
and to take the necessary measures for
democratic success and for a solution
of the Kurdish problem” so as to
achieve completing Ocalan’s “his-
toric step”.

Reaction by the Kurdish BDP
party were more conciliating and
Gulten Kisanak was more mea-
sured in her assessment of the set-
back, describing the process as
being “neither dead nor progressing”
and just stating that there were
“problems and tensions” (AFP).

“We cannot say whether the process
has been killed or just stopped
because negotiations with Ocalan are
continuing”.

However, it is especially the
reform package that the Turkish

Parliament has to pass that
appears to be a possible “first
step” by Turkey. Gulten Kisanak
expressed her annoyance that the
BDP had not been consulted on
the subject and doubting whether
it could satisfy the demands of
the Turkish Kurds.

In fact, the BDP is not the only
party to complain about the about
the opacity surrounding the
drawing up of the reforms or the

peace process. Kemal
Kiligdaroglu, leader of the secular
and nationalist People’s

Republican Party (CHP) also
complained of having been
pushed aside:

“Abdullah Ocalan is seated at one
end of the table and Erdogan at the
other end. They meet one another and
bargain. The public is not told any-
thing about what is happening”.

On September 30 Recep Tayyip
Erdogan presented his reforms
and all that can be said of them
is that the opposition, both
Turkish and Kurdish, were
unanimously against them.
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Use of the Kurdish language will
not authorised in the public
schools, only in private ones,
which puts it on the same footing
as the languages of religious
minorities in religious schools
(Greek and Armenian — but not
Syriac) provided for by the Treaty
of Lausanne.

The other major demand by the
BDP, the ending of the 10%
threshold for parliamentary elec-
tions, that would enable it to
appear openly in parliament
instead of in the form “indepen-
dent” members, will be the sub-
ject of later Parliamentary discus-
sion, according to the Prime
Minster. He indicated that there
were three options: maintaining
the status quo, lowering the
threshold to 5% or its total elimi-
nation, with voting for one mem-
ber per constituency.

The 7% of the votes threshold that
enables a party to be subsidised by
the State might be lowered to 3%.

The fact that the letters Q, X and
W, banned from any public dis-
play because not included in the
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Turkish alphabet will no longer be
proscribed means that Newroz
can now be written as such on
Kurdish New Year posters and
politicians doing the rounds at
elections would be able to speak in
their mother tongues — described
as “dialects other than Turkish”

Localities with Aramaic, Kurdish
or Armenian names that had been
“Turkified” could use their origi-
nal names again — including the
emblematic region of Dersim.

The religious minorities gain vir-
tually nothing except the assur-
ance that the monks of Mor
Gabriel monastery will not be
expropriated, though the
Orthodox seminary will not be re-
opened (which the European
Union had called for) nor will
teaching of the Syriac Orthodox
clergy be allowed.

As for the Alevis, their worship is
still not recognised, Sunni Islam
alone is recognised. Thus Alevi
places of worship, their cemavi,
will not be maintained or
financed by the State unlike
mosques, and Islam is still taught

in public schools, as a compulso-
ry, not optional subject.

As for the Sunni Moslem majori-
ty, women civil servants (apart
from Judges, Public prosecutors,
police and gendarmes) secure the
right to wear the veil in their
places of work.

The Council of Elders, set up by
Erdogan himself to clarify and
follow p the various stages of the
Turco-Kurdish peace process and
composed of a variety of public
figures, artists and politicians, in
its report had proposed a great
number of measures — most of
which have been loftily ignored.
These included a general amnesty
for Kurdish fighters, the abolition
of the Anti-Terrorist Act, reforms
to the legal and judicial system, a
large-scale operation of removing
mimes in the Kurdish mountains
and countryside, the return of the
Kurdish refugees from the
Makhmur camp (Iraqi Kurdistan)
where they have been since the
90s, restitution of confiscated land
to the Yezidis and helping them
to return, and the right of
Assyrians to educating their chil-
dren in their own language.

IRAQI KURDISTAN:

A BLOODY BOMB ATTACK IN ERBIL

n 29 September 2013, a
bloody suicide attack
with two car bombs hit
the capital of the Iraqi
Kurdistan  Region,
aimed at the headquarters of the
Asayish (security service).

According to eyewitnesses, five
of the terrorists were in one of
the vehicles that smashed into
the security barrier and attacked
the guards with hand grenades
and guns. The Asayish immedi-
ately opened fire and two of the
terrorists then came out of their
vehicle. One of them wore a belt
of explosives and was immedi-
ately shot down by a policeman,
Hazim Madjid Mustafa, who

was killed by the ensuing explo-
sion. That was when a second
vehicle, a minibus, exploded,
killing four policemen, members
of the Kurdish security services.

Six members of the Asayish
were killed and 62 people,
including civilians, were wound-
ed. This is the first such attack
since 2007, which also targeted
official buildings.

One of the vehicles was regis-
tered in the Kurdish region,
which in principle only applies
to residents, but it could have
been illegally lent to outsiders.

The Region was immediately

placed in a State of Emergency
and immediately cordoned off
by then Kurdish authorities.

The attack was claimed by the
Jihadist organisation, the Islamic
State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS), a
Jihadist movement very active in
Syria and Iraq. However, the
motives in targeting the Kurdish
Regional Government are
unclear. In Syria ISIS is mainly in
conflict with the YPG (the PYD’s
armed forces), with which the
KRG has less than friendly rela-
tions — like its relations with
Maliki’s  government is
Baghdad, which is also one of
ISIS’s a favourite targets.




* 4 * Information and liaison bulletin

IRAN:

n°342 e September 2013

SIX KURDISH POLITICAL PRISONERS IN DANGER OF DEATH

n 26 September,

Amnesty International

alerted international

public opinion about

the danger of execution
facing six Kurdish political pris-
oners sentenced for the “crime”
of being “enemies of God” and of
having confessed to having “cor-
rupting” ideas.

Two of these prisoners have
been transferred to solitary isola-
tion cells and four others are
threatened with similar trans-
fers, which implies that execu-
tion is imminent, according to
Hassiba Hadj Sahraoui,
Assistant Director for the Middle
East and Africa Department of
Amnesty International. They are

at the moment held in the
Ghezel Hesar Prison, in Teheran.
Iraq is the country that has the
highest record for using capital
punishment, just after China. In
2013, more that 400 executions
took place and many prisoners,
including many Kurds, are in
danger of experiencing the same
fate.

AACHEN:

DUHOK’S INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL IS AWARDED A PEACE PRIZE

n 1 September, the

International Peace

Day, The Aachen Peace

Prize was publically

given to three award-
winning Schools. Tow of them
German and the third to the
Duhok International School,
directed by Mgr. Raban al-Qas,
Bishop of the Zakho-Amadiyya
diocese.

His speech thank-you speech,
delivered in English, was then
translated into German during
the ceremony. This is what he
said:

“I would like to thank the Aachen
Peace Award for allowing me to be
here today to represent the
International School in Duhok.

It’s a great honour to receive this
award; it is of great importance for
the school, which stood out among
all the schools in its area (Middle
East and Iraq especially), and has a
unique meaning and place for
future generations who will attend
the school and will know that the
school has accomplished its intended
purpose. This purpose, for which we
all strive, is to find the best way to
secure peace.

Founded in 2004, the school was the
fruit of my personal and living
experience as a clergyman of society
in Kurdistan since 1973 — a soci-
ety that demonstrates love, peaceful

living and brotherhood despite all
the difficulties it has experienced.
Kurds, Christians, Yizidis,
Turkmen, Kakayis and many others
live together regardless of religion
and ethnic differences, aware of the
difference in the way people live in
Kurdistan and the other parts of
Iraq. Millions of Iraqi families are
emigrating from Iraq for many rea-
sons. The first of these is the fragile
nature of their security —, they are
emigqrating because of the reigning
terror, the unemployment and the
aimless  education  system.
Kurdistan, however, is now a safe
refuge, so many Christians are now
coming to Kurdistan instead of emi-
grating. They are returning to their
original villages and can find their
right to employment, education and
peaceful living with which to sup-
port their families. This secure envi-
ronment is the aim and aspiration of
the Kurdistan Region’s leadership,
which is adapting to this new situa-
tion of the influx of displaced fami-
lies into the region. This region,
which suffered greatly in the past,
has recovered and is growing in the
best way possible. Learning from its
40-year experience, it has built my
own philosophy and ideology, which
has been poured into the young
hearts of the students attending the
school today, to fulfil the aims of
building a peaceful and healthy soci-
ety without any discrimination.

What we see on the news everyday

tells us clearly where the situation
in Middle East is heading. We hear
about wars, conflicts and disputes
within the people of one country,
we 've witnessed the Arabic Spring;
this bitter experience which resulted
in an endless blood bath and turned
into a pale winter in which the peo-
ple are suffering immensely in
countries like EQypt, Syria and
other places.

Since Iraq was liberated in 2003 it
hasn't witnessed any real period of
peace —we just hear of killing, kid-
napping and explosions targeting
everyone who lives and breathes in
this country. You remember the
attacks that were committed against
churches and mosques — no one in
the society is spared be a religious
leader, political character, an
employee working to support his
family or a student going to school.
This is the result of religious fanati-
cism, which opposes all views or
interests but their own — which
nobody knows clearly. We hear
about people killing each other in
the name of religion everyday but
why? Where is this taking us? Have
we lost our humanity and respect
for each other? We are in a dire need
to love one another.

All humans are born free; no one
has the right to impose any restric-
tions that obstruct the freedom of
conscience, whether in choosing
religion, political views or self-
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expression. These are the ABC of the
simplest human rights each person
should have.

With this need of peace in this area
and the reason why I'm standing
here before you shows the contrast
in what the school is doing and
what’s happening in the area to
which it belongs. We are all part of
this world and contribute to it in
one way or another. For the school,
we have chosen to hold each other’s
hands and sail together in this boat
the destination of which we know
and for which we have taken steps
to reach.

Every student at the school knows
that what he learns during his
school days is beyond what he stud-
ies for academic knowledge — it's
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the love and acceptance of his fellow
student, his teachers and eventually
everyone he interacts with where he
lives. As new students are accepted
every year, the school continues to
spread positive awareness of respect
and tolerance between students so
as to participate, in a good way to
civilization. A constant effort is
made to this end by the administra-
tion, the teachers and the students
themselves. We are thankful it has
paid off as is shown to the world by
this International Award today.

In a troubled world that needs peace,
we must promote the basic concepts
to embrace humanity; we should
learn and teach loving others, being
kind, generous and forgiving. If we
work on planting these seeds into the
minds of youth, it will grow into a

world where everyone’s heart is pure,
mild and without hatred.

Finally, I would like to thank the
committee at Aachen Peace Award
and the citizens of Aachen who
made all this possible with their
help, support and relentless efforts
to show peace everywhere. Thanks
to everyone who came from Aachen
to be with us — the reporters, press
and the people who made the docu-
mentary and your presence here
today. I present the regards of Iraqi
Kurdistan to all of you; I hope we
can all be builders of peace and free-
dom in this world.

God bless you all”.

(*) Bishop Rabban Al Qas,
Principal of International School
in Duhok.
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Face a Al-Assad pere et fils, I'’émoi sélectif

Yann RICHARD Professeur émérite, Sorbonne nouvelle

Hama, Halabja. Ces noms
exotiques n’évoquent sans
doute pas les grands drames qui
ont suivi le 11 Septembre, en
effet, on a cherché a oublier sitot
connus les massacres qui S’y
sont passés. Je résume : en
février 1982, en un week-end,
I’armée de Hafez al-Assad a atta-
qué un bastion d’islamistes de la
mouvance des Fréres musulmans
syriens et a fait environ 20 000
morts & Hama. Je dis bien 20 000
en deux jours, un nombre sans
proportion avec les 100 000 vic-
times syriennes en deux ans dont
les médias nous rebattent les

oreilles pour diaboliser
aujourd’hui I’ennemi de I’ Arabie
Saoudite. J’étais tombé a

I’époque sur un reportage horri-
ble de Libération, le seul journal
qui avait un journaliste sur zone.
On ne peut donc pas dire qu’on
ne savait pas. Mais Assad pere
avait pour mission de faire res-
pecter l'ordre et, comme

Moubarak, Ben Ali et Kadhafi
dans leur royaume respectif,
d’empécher toute percée de
I’islamisme politique apres la
révolution iranienne de 1979.
L'Iran, lui aussi, alors en guerre
contre I'Irak, a fait comme si
rien ne s’était passé : I'alliance
avec le seul pays arabe qui lui
restait fidele était essentielle
pour la jeune république isla-
mique. La solidarité islamique
en a fait les frais.

Halabja, mars 1988 : on est dans
les derniers mois d’une guerre
interminable dans laquelle le
grand défenseur de I'Occident,
Saddam Hussein, soutenu acti-
vement par la France, les Etats-
Unis et la plupart des pays
arabes et occidentaux, avait
engagé son armée contre I'Iran.
Pour en finir avec
I'incontrdlable passoire qu’a
toujours été la région kurde,

dont la population monta-
gnarde déborde d'un pays a
l’autre, Saddam Hussein a
employé massivement 1’arme
chimique. Les composants
étaient livrés par 1’Allemagne.
Tous les pays occidentaux ont
observé, avec leurs jumelles et
leurs espions, en espérant
encore sans doute que Saddam
Hussein les débarrasserait de
Khomeiny. Personne n’a rien
dit. Ce sont les Iraniens qui ont
découvert le charnier innom-
mable, de dizaines de milliers
de cadavres et de blessés qu'’ils
ont évacués vers les hépitaux
européens. Ils révélerent au
monde le génocide kurde opéré
par I'armée irakienne, mais il
fallut encore plus de deux ans
aux Occidentaux pour retour-
ner leur alliance avec Bagdad,
au prétexte de l'invasion du
Koweit.

L'horreur - oserais-je dire relati-
vement mesurée - de
I'insoutenable attaque chi-
mique de Assad fils contre sa
population fait suite a deux ans
de bombardements par un
tyran sur sa propre population.
Tyran ? Celui qu’on a invité, il y
a peu, a parader a la tribune
d’honneur du 14 juillet...
Aujourd’hui l'émotion télé-
commandée dans nos médias a
une réelle origine, mais on
I'utilise avec effroi : ce n’est
plus le tyran d’hier contre une
insurrection locale, ce n’est
plus le génant allié qui massa-
cre ses Kurdes, c’est 1’allié russe
et iranien qui se cache derriere
les décombres des villes
syriennes qui nous fait peur. II
est trop tard. &

| | 11 septembre 2013

STANBUL, 11 sept 2013 (AFP) - Les

rebelles kurdes de Turquie ont appelé
mercredi les familles kurdes a boycotter
pendant une semaine les écoles pour
revendiquer un enseignement dans leur
langue maternelle et a soutenir les mani-
festations contre le gouvernement islamo-
conservateur.

"Il est important que tout notre
peuple soutienne un boycott d'une
semaine des écoles" a I'occasion de la
rentrée scolaire, lundi prochain, a
affirmé la direction du Parti des tra-
vailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK) dans un
communiqué cité par l'agence de
presse kurde Firat.

"Les familles ne doivent pas
envoyer leurs enfants a 1'école pen-
dant toute une semaine. Toutes les
familles et leurs enfants doivent
manifester le jour de la rentrée devant
les directions de I'Education nationale
en scandant +nous voulons un ensei-

Turquie: le PKK appelle a boycotter
les écoles, soutenir les manifestations

gnement en langue maternelle+", a
demandé le mouvement.

Cet appel intervient alors que le
PKK a annoncé lundi avoir inter-
rompu le retrait de ses troupes de
Turquie en reprochant a Ankara de ne
pas tenir ses promesses de réformes,
dans le cadre des négociations de paix
engagées fin 2012 avec le chef empri-
sonné de la rébellion, Abdullah Oca-
lan.

Le PKK exige notamment des
amendements au code pénal et aux
lois sur les élections, ainsi que le droit
a l'éducation en langue kurde et une
forme d'autonomie régionale.

Des discussions sur une réforme
de la Constitution, qui devaient per-
mettre d'introduire une partie des
réformes souhaitées par les Kurdes,
sont aujourd'hui paralysées, victimes
de la rivalité entre la majorité et
'opposition.

Le PKK a également appelé mer-
credi les Kurdes a soutenir le mouve-
ment de contestation contre le gou-
vernement du Premier ministre
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, qui a ébranlé
le régime en juin et a commencé a
reprendre de la vigueur en septembre.

"Le combat du peuple pour la
démocratie en Turquie et le combat
du peuple kurde pour la liberté et la
démocratie vont s'unir", a déclaré le
PKK.

"Ce combat continuera jusqu'a ce
que le gouvernement de I'AKP (Parti
de la justice et du développement, au
pouvoir) fasse des pas importants
vers la démocratisation et la résolu-
tion de la question kurde", a-t-il
ajouté.

Abdullah Ocalan avait affirmé en
juin qu'il trouvait le mouvement de
protestation  antigouvernemental
"plein de sens" mais le PKK, dans le
cadre des négociations de paix, n'avait
pas appelé les Kurdes a le soutenir. o
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In Kurdish Syria, a Different War

By Daniel Wagner and Giorgio Cafiero
http://fpif.org

m n August 15, a car bomb ripped
through a Beirut suburb, killing 21

people. The explosion was but the latest in
a wave of attacks across Lebanon throu-
ghout 2012 and 2013 that were linked to
events inside Syria.

The ease with which violence in Iraq and
Syria has negatively impacted surrounding
countries underscores the declining signi-
ficance of borders throughout the Levant.
Sectarian and ethnic identities, rather than
citizenship, are proving increasingly
influential in shaping the political orienta-
tion of communities throughout the
region. From Beirut to Baghdad, conser-
vative Sunni Islamists wish to rid the Arab
world of Iranian influence, weaken
Hezbollah’s position, and restore Sunni
rule to Iraq and Syria. Naturally, the
Levant’s Shia and Alawite communities
are unified in opposition to this agenda.

Amid these deepening regional divisions,
a new opening has emerged for one of the
Middle East’s longest-suffering minority
groups: the Kurds.

The shifting regional balance of power
has enabled the Kurds to exercise greater
control over their destiny. While the future
is unpredictable, it is entirely plausible
that Syria’s Kurds will maintain auto-
nomy in northeastern Syria when the dust
eventually settles.

However, the ongoing war between jiha-
dist and Kurdish militias over control of
northern Syria—a conflict far less well
known than the battle between Assad and
the rest of the Syrian rebels—will likely
lead to a major humanitarian catastrophe
for Syria’s Kurds before any political
gains can be consolidated.

FILLING THE VACUUM

After the Syrian crisis erupted, the
Kurds—who comprise 9 percent of
Syria’s population—were faced with a
challenging dilemma. Both joining revolu-
tionary forces and allying with the regime
posed grave risks given the conflict’s
unpredictable nature. While some pundits
have claimed that the Kurds ultimately
sided with the regime, this assessment
oversimplifies a complicated picture.

Syria’s “Kurdish Spring” preceded the
Arab Spring and began in 2004, when

anti-Assad Kurds were massacred in
Qamishli for protesting against an Arab
nationalist regime that had for decades
dispossessed Kurdish farmers, confiscated
Kurdish land, and outlawed the teaching
of the Kurdish language. Yet the Kurds’
grievances against the Assad regime failed
to yield an alliance between the Free
Syrian Army (FSA) and the Kurdish
minority. The FSA’s relationship with
Turkey, combined with the Islamist and
Arab nationalist identities of influential
rebel factions, prompted many Kurds to
fear a Muslim Brotherhood-led overthrow
of the Ba’athist regime.

In July 2012, under pressure from a gro-
wing insurrection in the rest of the coun-
try, the Syrian government withdrew most
of its security forces from the Kurdish-
majority areas, leaving the Kurdish
Democratic Union Party (PYD) as the de

Kurdish fighters along the Iran-Iraq
border. (James Gordon [ Flickr)

facto regional government. Assad’s with-
drawal was driven by three strategic cal-
culations. First, the Syrian military sought
to consolidate its resources toward the
battles in Damascus and Aleppo. Second,
given Turkey’s support for the FSA, Assad
wanted to deliver Ankara a tit-for-tat res-
ponse to Turkish support for the Syrian
rebels. Given that the PYD is affiliated
with the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK),
which waged attacks against the Turkish
state from Syrian soil under the later years
of Hafez Al-Assad’s rule, the Ba’athist
regime sent a clear message to Ankara by
offering a PKK-affiliate group a safe
haven on Turkey’s doorstep. Third,
Damascus sought to further divide the
opposition by seeking to enhance the alle-
giance of some Kurdish factions to the
Ba’athist regime.

Since then there has essentially been a
truce between the Syrian military and the
PYD. Instead, throughout 2013, the PYD
has been the target of ongoing attacks
from Salafi jihadists determined to over-
throw the Assad regime and deny the poli-
tically secular Kurds any spoils of the
conflict. As the battles between the PYD
and al-Qaeda-affiliated militias intensify,
ethnic lines are increasingly being blurred,
and a power vacuum has indeed develo-
ped.

Throughout the first week of August, the
al-Qaeda-affiliated Jabhat Al-Nusra repor-
tedly killed 450 Kurdish civilians in the
border town of Tal Abyad. Other jihadists,
meanwhile, shelled the Kurdish town of
Ras Al-Ayn. The FSA has also waged
attacks against the PYD on the grounds
that the Kurdish militia is loyal to Assad’s
regime. However, some Arab groups in
Syrian Kurdistan have offered up their full
support for the PYD, for fear that Islamist
extremists may be gaining control over
the territory. The brewing Islamist-
Kurdish war in northeastern Syria pressu-
red 35,000 Syrian refugees to flee to Iraqi
Kurdistan in mid-August. Shortly thereaf-
ter, Masoud Barzani—Ileader of Iraq’s
Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG)—
declared that the KRG was “prepared to
defend” Syria’s Kurds.

While many analysts doubt that the
KRG’s well-trained peshmerga fighters
would enter Syria to fight on behalf of the
PYD, the KRG’s military training and
financial support for the PYD underscores
Barzani’s greater pan-Kurdish policies.
Barzani’s likely motivation stems from his
suspicion that a future war between cen-
tral Iraq and the KRG could occur, and
under such circumstances Syrian
Kurdistan could provide strategic depth.
In the meantime, the PYD’s posture vis-a-
vis the jihadist fighters is strengthened by
the strategic depth provided by Iraqi
Kurdistan. If violence continues to plague
Syria’s northeast, the border between
Syrian and Iraqi Kurdistan may ultimately
dissolve.

THE KURDISH SPRING

While most Syrian Kurds are Sunni
Muslims, their staunchly secular politics
pit them against the al-Qaeda affiliated
groups seeking the creation of an Islamic
emirate in Syria. Ethnic concerns, inclu-
ding the rebels’ apparent hostility to
Kurdish self-determination, exacerbate >
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>the division. Reports of al-Qaeda fighters
beheading Kurds and issuing calls for their
extermination will only further expand the
PYD’s support base from secular Kurds.

As the majority of Syria’s oil and gas
reserves exist in northeastern Syria, the
stakes are high for both sides. The geopoli-
tical ramifications of an established autono-
mous Kurdish region—or independent
Kurdish state—in northeastern Syria are
complicated. From Turkey’s vantage point,
a PKK-run Syrian Kurdistan would consti-
tute a major setback given the likelihood
that the PKK would utilize the territory to
launch attacks against the Turkish state
(especially if the ongoing Turkey-PKK
peace talks fail and the ruling leaders in
Damascus and Ankara remain in power for
the near to medium term). Turkish officials
are naturally concerned about the prospects
of Turkey’s own Kurdish minority deman-
ding greater autonomy from Ankara after
being inspired by their Kurdish counter-
parts in Syria. That said, after the Gulf
War, Turkey feared a semi-autonomous
Kurdish state in northern Iraq, yet the KRG
eventually became one of Turkey’s closest
Middle Eastern allies.

For Turkey to form a similar alliance with
any semi-autonomous Kurdish state in
Syria, the ongoing peace talks with the
PKK would need to succeed (an unlikely
prospect in the near term), or a pro-Turkish
rival of the PKK would need to assume
power in northeastern Syria (also an unli-

kely outcome given that the PYD is more
heavily armed than its Kurdish rivals). For
the time being, Ankara has supported jiha-
dist militias in northern Syria not only to
weaken the Assad regime, but also to wea-
ken the PKK/PYD. However, Turkey is
playing a dangerous game, as the establish-
ment of a PKK/PYD-run Kurdish state
along its border may prove to be less hos-
tile than an al-Qaeda-run Islamic emirate
on the other side of the border. For now,
Turkey has hedged its bets.

The ongoing battle between Kurdish forces
and al-Qaeda’s Syria-based branches poses
a difficult challenge for the United States.
Wary of alienating its NATO ally Turkey,
Washington has vested interests in the
Syrian state’s survival in a post-Assad era,
and thus opposes a semi-autonomous or
independent Kurdish state in northeastern
Syria. However, the United States also has
no interest in al-Qaeda affiliate groups
maintaining control of a strip of land on
NATO’s Middle Eastern doorstep.

Washington could certainly benefit from
gaining additional allies in the region.
Given the pro-American orientation of
Barzani’s KRG, the Obama administration
would be wise to establish ties with Syria’s
Kurds, given that the tide may continue to
turn in the Kurds’ direction over the long-
term. If Western states decide to provide
the Islamist rebels with more advanced
weaponry that ends up being used against
the PYD, this could sour Washington’s

relationship with an autonomous Syrian
Kurdistan in the future. There is little evi-
dence that this has been considered by the
Western countries arming the rebels.

Like their Iraqi counterparts, Syria’s Kurds
have sought to break free amid their coun-
try’s chaos and violence. From their pers-
pective, an independent Kurdish state was
promised, but not delivered, by the powers
that won World War I. Almost a century
later, they smell a genuine opportunity for
greater autonomy, and possibly indepen-
dence. For generations, the Kurds’ alliances
have fluctuated given the region’s fluid
geopolitical developments and their need to
play off their host governments’ evolving
tensions.

For now, Syria’s Kurds are enduring a lit-
tle-reported humanitarian crisis amid grave
human rights abuses from al-Qaeda after
decades of tyranny under the Assad
government. In the longer term, the Kurds
may ultimately achieve their dream of
greater autonomy or independence. If so,
the “Arab Spring” may be remembered
more accurately as the Kurdish Spring. &

Daniel Wagner is CEO of Country Risk
Solutions, a cross-border risk advisory firm,
and author of the book Managing Country
Risk. Giorgio Cafiero is a regional analyst for
Consultancy Africa Intelligence, a research
analyst for Country Risk Solutions, and a con-
tributor to Foreign Policy In Focus.
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Kurdish National Conference
postponed once again

By Salih Waladbagi

The conference is regarded as
a historic move in unifying
Kurdish policy in the light of
rapid change in the region
National

The Kurdish
Conference preparatory

regarded as the only major
nation in the region that does
not have an independent state of
its own.

However, some foreign poli-
tical analysts regard the upco-
ming conference as an impor-
tant move towards the formation
of a Kurdish state, and the Iraqi
government and the neighboring
countries that are home to large
Kurdish minorities will defini-
tely be keeping a close eye on
the conference and what is dis-
cussed there.

committee has decided to resche-
dule the conference for a second
time. The conference is now
expected to be held after the
upcoming Kurdish parliamentary
elections.

It was previously scheduled
for September 15, but argu-
ments over the number of the
seats demanded by the
Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK)

led to an initial delay. The
conference has now been
rescheduled for November 25.

Although several meeting
have been held, it appears that
the committee has been unable
to resolve the seat allocation
problem.

The PKK has demanded that
the vast majority of seats should
be allocated to the Kurdish par-

ties in Turkey and Syria.

In a statement, the commit-
tee reports that the political par-
ties also say that it would be bet-
ter to delay the event in the light
of the upcoming parliamentary
election.

The conference?s primary
aim is to gather together the
Kurdish parties from across the
Middle East. The Kurds are

President Barzani of the
Kurdistan Region attended the
first meeting of the preparation
committee on August 22, 2013.
Almost all the major Kurdish
political parties in all four parts
of Greater Kurdistan are repre-
sented on the committee. O
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A dilemma for
Syria's minorities
The mostly Sunni Muslim rebels' inability to
win over the country's Kurds, Alawites and

Christians raises the question of whether their
victory is even desirable.

he Obama administration — with the backing of key

Republicans in Congress — is poised to embark on a strategy
that entails punitive airstrikes on Syrian government positions and
stepped-up lethal aid to moderate elements of the Syrian opposi-
tion.

So far, however, the Syrian opposition has been unable to win
significant support from the country's ethnic and religious minori-
ties. Without such support, the opposition is unlikely to prevail
even with stepped-up U.S. assistance. Moreover, the inability of the
Syrian rebels, who are almost all Sunni Muslim Arabs, to win over
the country's Kurds, Alawites and Christians raises the question of
whether their victory is even desirable.

Over the last year, I have met with Kurdish, Christian and
Alawite representatives as part of an effort to help prepare them to
negotiate for their communities in a post-Bashar Assad Syria. I
have been struck by the sense of unease they all feel about what
may follow in Syria. (By most estimates, each group is about 11% of
Syria's population, although Christian numbers have dropped in
recent years and Kurdish numbers have risen.)

As a group, the Alawites have the most to lose. Although the
Alawites consider themselves Muslims, many Sunnis consider
them to be apostates, and they were long a marginalized commu-
nity in Syria, living in impoverished villages in the Alawite moun-
tains north of Lebanon. When the current president's father,
Hafez, became president more than 40 years ago, life changed
significantly for his fellow Alawites. Today, they dominate the
upper ranks of the military and security forces, and they provide
the regime with its most reliable troops. Some Alawites would pre-
fer a democratic, pluralistic Syria without Assad, but almost none
believe this is possible.

"Christians to Beirut; Alawites to the grave" emerged early in
the war as a slogan of anti-regime fighters. Since then, Alawite-led
troops and Alawite militias have perpetrated massive atrocities
against Sunni civilians, thereby ensuring that Syria's Alawites will
be targeted for retribution. If Assad falls, Syria's Alawites know
they face a likely genocide. Under these circumstances, they have
no choice but to stick with the government.

yria's Christians have tried to stay out of politics, preferring to

focus on business where many have done well, at least until the
start of the civil war. They have no incentive to jeopardize their cur-
rent well-being by supporting a rebellion that may not succeed.
And they are understandably fearful of an opposition that includes
the Al-Qaeda-linked Al Nusra Front. Because the Syrian diaspora is
disproportionately Christian, Christians have found it easier to
immigrate to the West, and many have done so since the uprising

Mourners attend a Kurdish funeral in northern Syria, where
the Kurds declared their own autonomous region in July.
(Benjamin Hiller | AFP | Getty Images [ August 27, 2013)

began.

Syria's largest minority is the Kurds, and their case is the most
curious. Unlike the Alawites and Christians who have done well
under the Assads, the Kurds have been brutally repressed. Kurdish
areas in the northeast and northwest are among Syria's poorest
(although resource rich) and, since the 1950s, successive Syrian
regimes have denied citizenship documents to hundreds of thou-
sands of Kurds, saying they are migrants from Turkey.

In 2004, Kurds in the western Syrian city of Qamishli staged
their own uprising against the regime, tearing down billboards and
statues of the current president and his late father. The uprising
was put down with characteristic Assad ruthlessness.

But today, Syria's Kurdish militias are fighting anti-regime
Islamic radicals who have been attacking Kurdish villages. The
Syrian government is largely absent from the Kurdish area, and in
July, the Kurds proclaimed their own autonomous region. They are
now focused on making that autonomy a reality, securing their
region's borders against Sunni rebels, establishing a Kurdish lan-
guage curriculum in schools, changing license plates and setting up
a Kurdish administration.

he Syrian opposition has not even tried to win the support of

the country's minorities. There is no program, or even mea-
ningful discussion, of how a post-Assad regime might protect
Syria's Alawites from retribution. The Kurds are unwilling to fight
for an opposition that says future arrangements for the Kurds will
be decided democratically — in other words, by a Sunni Arab majo-
rity that has never shown any sympathy for Kurdish linguistic and
citizenship rights, much less for their demands for regional auto-
nomy. Nor has the opposition acknowledged or addressed the fears
of Syria's Christians.

Twenty-five years ago this month, I led a Senate Foreign
Relations Committee staff mission that went along the entire Iraqi-
Turkish border documenting the use of chemical weapons against
Iraq's Kurds. These are horrific weapons, and their use demands a
response.

But the United States should be cautious about a strategy invol-
ving military support, including airstrikes and arms supplies, to a
Syrian opposition that has neither the ability nor the inclination to
reach out to Syria's minorities. Such a strategy is not likely to suc-
ceed and, more important, we may not want it to succeed. 1

Peter W. Galbraith is a former U.S. ambassador and the
author of two books on the Iraq war.
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By Tessa Manuello

rudaw.net
hen Kurds fled the
Middle East in large

numbers after Turkey’s crack-
down on its large Kurdish mino-
rity following the 1980 military
coup and during the 1980-88
Irag-Iran war, it was the Kurdish
Institute of Paris that helped
many of the intellectuals in the
fleeing crowds settle in France.

One of the oldest Kurdish
organizations in the West, the
institute has served as an ambas-
sador for the Kurdish language,
history and cultural heritage. Its
tasks have included gathering
Kurdish and Western activists
and specialists together to influ-
ence international policy mak-
ers.

The institute has helped many
Kurdish artists escape repres-
sion in Iran, Iraq and Turkey,
among them Yilmaz Guney, the
Turkish-born award-winning
film  director who  was
acclaimed at the 1982 Cannes
Film Festival for his film,
“Yol.”

“Three  hundred students
received scholarships from the
institute, some of whom then
became university professors or
engineers,” explains Kendal
Nezan, the institute’s president.
“Forty percent of them were
women.”’

After starting as an association
for Kurdish and French intellec-
tuals working on Kurdish
issues, the institute progressive-
ly turned into a more active
organisation in the early eight-
ies, when the election of left-
wing French president Francois
Mitterand laid the ground for
the development and expansion
of cultural associations.

Since then, it has been a place
where Kurds from around the
Middle East can pursue research
and share their knowledge and

Paris Institute an Anchor for
Kurds Worldwide

Kendal Nezan (L) with Massoud Barzani and Jalal Talabani in
Institut kurde de Paris. France 1993. Photolibrary of Kurdistan

recommendations.

As an independent, non-politi-
cal and secular organization, the
institute embraces academics
and experts of Kurdish descent
and Westerners alike, with the
goal of finding better solutions
for Kurds in the Middle East.

On its website subscribers and
occasional readers can find
news about the Kurds as well as
a quarterly linguistic magazine.
The institute maintains the
largest Kurdish library in the
Western world, including some
6,500 monographs in 23 lan-
guages and a large collection of
periodicals, newspapers, photo-
graphs and videos.

An online library provides
access to many books and refer-
ences on Kurdish history and
language, as well as Kurdish
essays, poetry and philosophy.

Academics, linguists, writers
and artists publish their works
and display their art at the insti-
tute, making it a privileged
place for maintaining and shar-
ing Kurdish heritage.

“In 1993, we held a special art
exhibition as part of the activi-
ties organized against the geno-
cide carried out by Saddam

Hussein. The event was attend-
ed by both the Kurdish Ministry
of Culture and the French presi-
dent,”Nezan says.

The Kurdish Institute of Paris
has been significantly involved
in increasing French public
sympathy toward the Kurds.
“’In 2002, 74 percent of French
people were favorable to the
Kurdish cause,” Nezan says,
giving the results of one of the
institute’s own polls.

Its advocacy work dates back to
1989, when it organized the first
international conference on
“’Kurdish Identity and Human
rights,”” which gathered 240 per-
sonalities and 85 journalists
from 32 countries, as well as all
existing Kurdish political par-
ties at the time.

The institute’s influence over
major political and international
institutions was established
when the United Nations decid-
ed on a northern security zone,
following international concern
over Saddam’s attacks on the
Kurds. That laid the favorable
conditions for an autonomous
Kurdish enclave to emerge.

“The biggest lobbying cam-
paign and achievement of the
institute was during the Kurdish

mass exodus, when the institute
successfully managed to mobi-
lize public opinion in France, as
well as internationally, to create
a security zone in northern
Irag,” Nezan explains.

With the newly-acquired auton-
omy of the Iraqi Kurdish region,
the institute maintained its sup-
port to set the foundations of the
Kurdish Regional Government
(KRG), which now governs the
autonomous enclave in northern
Iraq.

Today, besides its normal activ-
ities, the institute is working at
finding solutions for the Kurds
of Turkey and Syria.

“’The institute managed to have
a common declaration adopted,
which Kurds from Turkey have
agreed upon, and that serves as
a basis for discussions,” says
Nezan.

Backed by its Cultural and
Scientific Council, which is
composed of 100 high-profile
members, it suggests possible
solutions that can increase the
visibility of Kurds and respect
for Kurdish culture, language
and rights. The institute is run
by 20 volunteers and many
influential sponsors and friends.

“If we were to have Bill Gates’
or Steven Spielberg’s sympathy
for our cause, we could have a
Kurdish cultural TV,” Nezan
exclaims.

Despite financial support from
French and European institu-
tions, as well as the regional
Kurdish ~ government  and
donors, Nezan admits that
money is still an issue.

“We fought hard to survive
until now. It’s been a survival
strategy. With more significant
funding, we could be 10 times
more efficient,” he says.

Nezan says that the institute
now looks at facilitating dia-
logue for the democratization
process in the Middle East, and
ensuring Kurdistan’s cultural
and political autonomy.
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Iraqi Kurdistan Minister Addresses
Syria, Refugee Crisis

By: Andrew Parasiliti for Al-Monitor September 12.

ashington — The Kurdistan Region of Iraq is facing a crisis

because of a surge in Syrian refugees, said Falah Mustafa Bakir,
head of the Department of Foreign Relations of the Kurdistan Regional
Government (KRG) of Iraqg, in an exclusive interview with Al-Monitor.
Syrian refugees in the Kurdistan Region of Irag number 220,000, and
are increasing by 500 to 1,000 each day and include Syrian Arabs and
Christians as well as Kurds.

Bakir, who is in Washington this week for meetings with US policyma-
kers, said this crisis is “not noticed by the international community.”

The refugees “are in need of help, shelter, educational services, some
of them are in camps, some of them are scattered,” he said. He added
that this is a priority in his discussions in Washington.

The Kurdistan Region of Iraq has been a model of economic success
and stability compared to the rest of Iraq, and has until now been spa-
red the terrorism that has taken over 4,000 lives in the country this year.

“Our people have suffered at the hands of terrorism, we have suffered
from the usage of chemical weapons, we have suffered from the noto-
rious Anfal operation,” in the past, he said, noting that this year is the
25th anniversary of the chemical weapons attack by Saddam Hussein’s
forces on the Kurdish town of Halabja, which killed 5,000 and injured up
to twice that number.

Bakir, who holds a ministerial rank in the KRG, credited the Kurdish
police and peshmerga forces for exceptional security in a “region full of
turmoil.”

Bakir described the complex environment and nimble diplomacy requi-
red to balance the KRG’s support for Syrian Kurds with its broader regio-
nal objectives, including maintaining good ties with Turkey, which advo-
cates regime change in Syria.

“Close to 3 million Kurds live in Syria,“ he said. “They were denied their
rights, they did not enjoy their human rights, cultural rights, national
rights. Some of them were also denied the right of citizenship.
Therefore, we thought that this [the uprising in Syria which began in
March 2011] is an opportunity for them to have a better future.”

“Having said that,” Bakir continued, “we do realize that Syria is a sove-
reign state, an independent state. We do not want to be seen as inter-
fering in the internal affairs of Syria or that we are crossing the border.”

Bakir explained that the ambitions of the Syrian Kurdish opposition
groups do not necessarily align with those of the broader Syrian oppo-
sition.

“Well, the Kurds are part of the opposition, but not that opposition,” he
said, referring to the Syrian National Council.

“Because they are an opposition, they have suffered at the hands of the
regime, they were brutally crushed and they did not enjoy their rights in
Syria. But the point is that the current opposition is still not ready to reco-
gnize Kurdish rights and is not ready to come forward to recognize
Kurdish rights,” he said.

“For us, it is important that Kurdish people would be recognized as a
people, their rights to be guaranteed and their future to be secure,” Bakir
said. “But there is one thing, the Kurds are not fighting to get power in
Damascus. The Kurds want to have a democratic system, a system
whereby they enjoy their rights. They are working on finding a formula
of governance, a kind of system of governance they would agree on with
the rest of the Syrian opposition groups.”

“As for Turkey,” Bakir went on to say, “there has been a lot of develop-
ment in our relations; there is better understanding, better cooperation,
better dialogue. ... Therefore, we do not have any hidden agenda, and
we do not do anything that would pose a threat to Turkey. So | believe

[Minister Falah Mustafa Bakir, head of the Department of
Foreign Relations in the Kurdistan Regional Government,
meets with Chris Van Hollen, Jr. (D-MD), US representative
for Maryland’s 8th congressional district, Sept. 11, 2013.
(photo by K. Zebari | KRG-US)]

Turkey understands the KRG position is very clear because we do not
have a hidden agenda.”

He described the Turkish peace process with the Kurdistan Workers
Party (PKK) as a “win-win” situation.

“The KRG from the beginning has welcomed it and offered its help if it
was required, “ Bakir said. He added, “Our leadership played a role in
talking to both sides, that this is what is in the interest of both sides and
that this is a win-win situation. We are for this process to continue. It may
take some time, it may not be an easy process after all these years of
fighting, but it is important to commit to a process.”

akir described recent progress in relations between Erbil and

Baghdad.
“As you may know in late April [KRG Prime Minister] Nechirvan Barzani
paid a visit to Baghdad, which was seen as a breakthrough. He had a
very open, frank discussion with Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki, with
[Iragi Council of Representatives] speaker Osama al-Nujaifi and with
other leaders of the country, to talk about Irag’s problems, the political
process and KRG-Baghdad relations,” Bakir explained.

“There was a seven-point framework agreement that was signed by the
two prime ministers. He [Barzani] invited the prime minister to visit Erbil.
He [Maliki] visited Erbil and met with [Kurdistan Region] President
[Massoud] Barzani, and President Barzani also visited Baghdad. That
was an attempt to ease the tension to bring the situation back to normal,
for the leadership to talk to each other. “

Bakir said that the thaw in ties may not include a breakthrough on outs-
tanding legislation on the peshmerga and a federal hydrocarbons law,
for example, before the 2014 national elections.

“The issues are there, the KRG needs a partner, a partner that has the
political will to address the issues,” Bakir said. “So far, this has been
lacking in Baghdad, although committees have been formed to work on
these issues. ... | believe that we do not have much time left to focus on
some of these serious issues. But if there is a will, we can address some
of the issues which are easier to tackle and solve before the elections
[in 2014]. Otherwise, we are determined to keep the situation as it is, to
have the dialogue continue, to have the committees meet, work on solu-
tions so that after the 2014 elections in Baghdad we will have packages
that will be part and parcel of the government formation process.”

One of the issues which is unlikely to be resolved before the elections is
the federal oil law.

“We have our own approach to the oil,” Bakir said. “There are (=

28




Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

w  certain rights that we have gained, we are not ready to make
concessions, these are constitutional rights.”

Bakir stressed the KRG’s interest in good relations with Iran, and was
cautiously hopeful about the election of President Hassan Rouhani.

“KRG Prime Minister [Nechirvan Barzani] was invited for the inaugura-
tion ceremony for the new president of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” he
said. “We want to have normal relations but clearly it is mainly the cul-
tural and economic relations that we have with each other. ... | don’t
know whether we would see any change in the Iranian policy but we
have to wait and see because it is too early to determine what kind of
approach the new president will take.”

akir described the mood in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq leading up
to the regional elections on Sept. 21.
“The KRG has the right to take pride in providing an approach, so that
the people of Kurdistan can practice a democratic experience. We have
played a role in developing the region, and this in itself is an important
step when we ensure that the ballot boxes are the way to transfer
power,” he said.

“Second, like any other emerging society, people are watching and peo-
ple care about their own personal well-being, people care about their
own income, people care about living conditions, people care about
services, about management, about justice, about equality of services,
better educational system, better health system, social system, and |
believe right now we have a collation government led by the KDP, PUK
and other partners. People have seen the difference. But this time the

parties are participating independently, and we will know during the day
of the election, when the ballots are cast.

“But now the parties are campaigning, they are trying to reach out to the
voters to explain their political program. We have invited a large num-
ber of international observers to be there in the Kurdistan region — the
embassies from Baghdad, the consulates in Erbil — and visited dele-
gations and organizations to be witnesses to the democratic process
that happens in the region. We are confident that this will be another
success,” he said.

Bakir described how Iragi Kurds consider their situation in the context
of a volatile region.

“Honestly speaking, when people see all these developments, the
Kurds say it is our time,” the minister said. “This is also an opportunity
for people who were denied their identity, for people who were denied
their rights. We believe that this is the right thing to happen, and the
Kurds deserve to have a better future — but as a nation. We have that
dream and we have that ambition. And we believe that it can only be
achieved through peace, and this is where leadership comes in; leader-
ship to play the important role of managing people's expectations, to
explain to people where we stand, what the risks are, what the benefits
are and what the right thing is to do.” m

Andrew Parasiliti is editor and CEO of Al-Monitor.
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Revenge attack for Syrian chemical weapons
deaths kills 22 Alawites

www.thenational.ae
TheNational / UAE

EIRUT // The death toll from a massa-

cre in an Alawite village in central Syria
has risen to 22, including women, children
and elderly men, a rights-monitoring group
said yesterday.

The minority Alawite sect, to which the
president, Bashar Al Assad, and most of
Syria’s elite belong, is an offshoot of Shiite
Islam whose members have increasingly
been targeted by extremist fighters among
the Sunni-dominated opposition in the revolt
against the regime.

Fighters from Al Nusra Front, an Al
Qaeda affiliate, shot dead 16 Alawites and
six Arab Bedouins on Tuesday after storming
the village of Maksar Al Hesan, east of the
city of Homs, according to the Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights, which is
opposed to the regime.

The British-based observatory said the
victims included seven women, three men
over the age of 65, and four children under
the age of 16, citing residents and medics.

Rami Abdel Rahman, the head of the
observatory, said the victims had been shot
in their homes and that they were not mem-
bers of any pro-Assad militias. Activists in
Homs had said on Wednesday that the dead
were all from pro-government militias.

Groups with links to Al Qaeda have laun-
ched an “eye for an eye” campaign, which

they say is to take revenge for a chemical-
weapons attack in rebel-held suburbs of
Damascus in which hundreds of civilians
died. Many of the revenge attacks have tar-
geted Alawite areas.

Syrian state television reported that
government forces had retaken the village
on Wednesday, killing a number of rebels,
who they said were mostly foreign fighters.

Syrian troops were also pursuing small
groups of rebels inside the historic Christian
town of Maalula yesterday, a security official
in Damascus said. Fighting was also repor-
ted near the Golan Heights.

The army entered Maalula on
Wednesday after rebels, including members
of Al Nusra, had seized the town several
days earlier.

State television broadcast images of
military vehicles and troops inside the town,
which was almost deserted.

“The army continues to advance in
Maalula to defeat the armed men,” the offi-
cial said, describing “pockets of resistance”,
including snipers, inside the town.

He said recapture of the ancient town
was difficult because of its geography — the
town is nestled in the side of a cliff, making
it an easy target for those stationed above it.

Most of residents have fled, with many
taking refuge in the neighbouring Sunni
town of Ain Al Tineh, and others travelling to
Damascus, 55 kilometres away.

Picturesque Maalula is considered a

symbol of the ancient Christian presence in
Syria.

Its people are among the few in the
world who speak Aramaic, the language of
Jesus.

The town, home to about 5,000 people,
is strategically important for rebels, who are
trying to tighten their grip around the capital
and already have bases south and west of
Damascus.

Maalula could also be used as a laun-
ching point for attacks on the road between
the capital and Homs, a key regime supply
route.

Meanwhile, the observatory said rebels
fighting Mr Al Assad'’s forces captured the vil-
lage of Imm Al Lokas in the southern region
of Quneitra near Syria’s Israeli-occupied
Golan Heights.

It added that rebels also captured seve-
ral army posts in the area in heavy fighting
that caused casualties on both sides.

Activists also said infighting between
rebel forces has killed at least 50 in clashes
in the country’s north-east.

The observatory said that the fighting
took place in Hassakeh province.

It says 13 Kurdish gunmen and 35 mili-
tants were killed in clashes between Kurdish
fighters and members of Nusra Front and
the Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant in
the past two days. O

* Reuters, with additional reporting by

Associated Press and Agence France-Presse
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Turkey and its Kurds
Inch by inch

New tensions emerge between the government and the PKK

DIYARBAKIR AND URFA

THE peace process between Turkey and its
rebellious Kurds is crawling at a snail’s
pace. Abdullah Ocalan, leader of the
Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK), has moved
to a larger cell on the prison island where
he has been bargaining with Turkey’s spy
chief. The semi-official Anatolian news
agency has launched its first Kurdish-lan-
guage service. “What of its content
though, further lies?” asks one Kurdish
tweeter. And what of the government’s
reforms, which Recep Tayyip Erdogan, the
prime minister promised in “a matter of
weeks” (they may come this weekend)?

In a statement on September 9th pep-
pered with accusations of treachery
against Mr Erdogan and his Justice and
Development (AK) party, the PKK said it
was halting the withdrawal of fighters
from Turkey to Kurdish-controlled north-
ern Iraq. Mr Erdogan said he would not
budge until all had gone. The PKK says it
needs a gesture from the government.

In this section

The loudest demand is for Kurdish-lan-
guage education in state-run schools. This
would take some constitutional tweaking.
A parliamentary committee to rewrite the
constitution remains mired in squabbling.
AK cannot push constitutional changes
through parliament on its own. But it
could amend terror-related articles of the
penal code under which thousands of
Kurds have been jailed on flimsy charges.
And it could cut the 10% threshold for get-

ting into parliament. “Kurds could be
elected from western and eastern Turkey
alike, share power in coalition govern-
ments, this would cement unity,” says
Tahir Elci of the bar association in
Diyarbakir.

The Kurds see more duplicity in AK’s deal-
ings with their cousins in north-east Syria.
Salih Muslim, who heads the Democratic
Unity Party (PYD), the PKK affiliate that
runs the de facto autonomous Syrian
Kurdish zone, has twice been invited to
talks in Istanbul. There is talk of a PYD
office in Ankara. But PYD officials accuse
Turkey of arming jihadist fighters in Syria
against them. Syrian rebels in a state-run
hospital in Urfa confirm that they were
injured in clashes with the Kurds. “Turkey
gives us some weapons,” claims one
teenage fighter. The government disputes
this, noting that radical Islamists in Syria
are a threat to its own safety.

Waiting in the mountains

Municipal elections next March are now
seen as a referendum on a government
whose image was dented by its suppres-
sion of mass protests in June, which
claimed five lives. This week another pro-
tester died in Antakya, prompting fresh
demonstrations. The Kurds threaten to
unleash mass protests of their own. Yet Mr
Erdogan may be loth to cave into their
demands for fear of alienating nationalist
voters, who express revulsion over AK’s
talks with Mr Ocalan.

Even AK’s critics concede that Mr Erdogan
has done more than his predecessors for
the Kurds. Mesut Yegen, a Kurdish aca-
demic at Istanbul’s Sehir University, says
neither the government nor the PKK is
ready to resume fighting, so a ceasefire
declared in March will hold. “Not a single
soldier or rebel has died since the begin-
ning of this year, that is the biggest
prize.”

September 14,2013

Suicide bomber attacks Kurdish
mourners Killing 15 near Mosul

A«;RBIL’ Sept 14, 2013 (KUNA) -- A
uicide bomber on Saturday attacked a
gathering of mourners from the Shabak
Kurdish community north of Mosul city kil-
ling 15 people and wounding 20 others,
police said.

A police source said the bomber set off
explosives strapped to his body among the
Kurds who were mourning a demised per-
son in the village of Urto Kharab, north of
Mosul, inflicting the heavy casualties.

"This terrorist act is part of a series of bids
to foment internal conflicts in Ninawa
governorate," said Ninawa Governor Ethil
Al-Naifi in a statement to KUNA.

The mourning session was organized by
Shabak Kurds, who are part of the Kurdish
people that live in several villages and dis-
tricts in Ninawa in the predominantly-
Kurdish northern Iraq. The community is
estimated at more than 60,000 souls.

Al-Naifi wished the wounded quick reco-

very and said he was in contact with the
Shabak leaders, local officials and the
police to follow up on the deadly attack and
possible consequences.

Earlier on Saturday, Iraqi Minister of Youth
and Sports Jassem Mohammad escaped an
assassination attempt, when a bomb blast
targeted him in Salah-Eddine province
north of the Iraqi capital, a polices source
told KUNA.

The road-side bomb went off simulta-
neously as Mohammad's motorcade was
passing in Suleiman Bek town. The minis-
ter was not hurt and proceeded to the
nearby Tuz-Khermato town, where he was
scheduled to attend a youth activity. @
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Dozens of Syrian
rebels and Kurds
killed in clashes

BEIRUT | Thu September 12, 2013 (Reuters)

A SURGE of clashes in Syria's oil-producing northeast has killed
dozens of rebels and Kurdish fighters in the past two days, activists
said on Thursday, in fighting that highlights a struggle for territory and
resources.

Fighters from Syria's ethnic Kurdish minority - roughly 10 percent of the
23-million-strong population - have carved out an increasingly autono-
mous region near the frontiers with Iraq and Turkey.

Syrian Kurdish militants, particularly the armed wing of the Democratic
Union Party (PYD), have repeatedly clashed with opposition fighters led
by al Qaeda-linked units in the region as government forces retreated
over the past year.

The fighting has underlined the growing complexity of Syria's conflict
which started with largely peaceful protests against President Bashar al-
Assad and degenerated into a civil war that has killed more than 100,000
people.

Divisions in Syria along ethnic and sectarian lines - as well as the rise of
radical Islamist units that have come to dominate the rebel movement -

have made Western powers including the United States more hesitant to
get directly involved in the 2-1/2-year-old uprising.

The Kurdish PYD's military wing blamed al Qaeda-linked groups for the
latest violence, saying fighters from the Nusra Front and Islamic State in
Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) attacked a string of Kurdish villages in Hasaka
province. Heavy artillery and tanks were used, it said.

Estimates of the numbers killed varied. The Britain-based Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights said at least 35 rebels and 13 Kurdish figh-
ters had died over the last two days.

Rebels accuse their Kurdish opponents of collaborating with Assad's
forces to secure autonomy - although activists said disputes over
resources and territory were a bigger factor in recent clashes.

Munzir Ehmed, a Kurdish activist in the city of Qamishli on the Turkish
border, said the Islamists were attacking to try and take control of oil-
fields and a border crossing under Kurdish control.

"This is not a political issue. There are divisions even between these rebel
units over oil," he said, adding that seven Kurdish fighters and four figh-
ters and a commander from Islamist brigades died in clashes near
Qamishli.

Ankara has been particularly wary of Syrian Kurdish activities near its
borders, fearing that they could embolden home-grown militants of the
Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) that is demanding more autonomy in
Turkey.

Iran, Turkey and Iraq also have large populations of Kurds. Kurds have

an autonomous regional government in Iraq, where tens of thousands of
Syrian Kurds have fled to escape the war. O

9 September 2013

Kurdish PKK rebels 'halt Turkey pull-out’

The rebel Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) says it has halted its withdrawal from Turkey,
a website linked to the armed militant group reports.

The PKK accused the Turkish government of fai-
ling to move towards "democratisation and the
resolution of the Kurdish problem", the Firat
news agency reported.

The PKK had started the withdrawal earlier this
year, under a peace plan.

The 30-year Kurdish conflict has left more than
40,000 people dead.

The PKK said the ceasefire it announced in
March would remain in force. But it urged Prime

The anti-terrorism law has been used to jail
thousands of people for alleged links to the
PKK.

'Irresponsible attitude’

The PKK took up arms in 1984 with the aim of
creating a Kurdish state in south-eastern
Turkey, but it has now moderated its goal to
regional autonomy.

It has been designated a terrorist organisation
by Turkey, the United States and European
Union.

Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan's government to
"take action in line with the project of Kurdish
leader Abdullah Ocalan", the jailed PKK com-
mander who negotiated the peace deal.

Ankara insists on a full PKK withdrawal for
peace talks to progress.

Under the deal, Turkey is expected to improve
Kurdish rights, such as by scrapping a contro-
versial anti-terrorism law and allowing Kurdish
children to be educated in their own language.

For the last 30 years, the conflict between the
Turkish state and the PKK has dominated life in
this country.

It's no particular surprise that the peace pro-
cess has now run into trouble. At its heart, the
two sides are trying to reconcile different
visions of the nature of the Turkish state.

The PKK has long operated from
mountain bases in northern Iraq

The PKK wants the rights of the ethnic Kurdish
citizens of Turkey to be formally recognised. In
particular, it wants to secure the right to educa-
tion and justice in the Kurdish language, as well
as an amnesty for PKK fighters.

The ruling AK Party has promised some reforms
- but not a general amnesty. The PKK now
accuses the government of delays and broken
promises.

For that reason, the PKK has stopped its with-
drawal. But crucially, at least for the moment,
the organisation's ceasefire remains in place.
That may give negotiators the chance to
explore ways of restarting both the peace pro-
cess and the pullout.

Kurds are believed to make up about a fifth of
Turkey's population.

The PKK statement accused Ankara of "an irres-
ponsible attitude" towards the peace process
"by giving no answer to the steps of the Kurdish
liberation movement".

It also accused Turkey of building new military
posts and dams in Kurdish areas, of failing to
release PKK prisoners or scrap the anti-terro-
rism law and of not consulting Kurds about the
democratisation plans.

On the Kurdish language issue, it said it saw
"no evidence" of any Turkish commitment to
providing education in Kurdish children's
mother tongue. ®
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Le PKK suspend
~ le retrait de ses
troupes de Turquie

i Par Jean Marcou

ans une déclaration reprise par I'agence de presse Firat, le
H 9 septembre 2013, le PKK a annoncé qu’il suspendait le
! retrait de ses militants de Turquie. Aprés I'engagement de
négociations entre les services turcs de renseignement et le
i leader de I'organisation rebelle, Abdullah Ocalan, a la fin de
i 'année 2012, et I'appel de ce dernier a un cessez-le-feu a
I’occasion de la féte de Newroz, le 21 mars 2013, le retrait des
i forces combattantes du PKK (évaluées a environ 3000
i hommes) avait constitué la premiére mesure concréte du pro-
cessus, visant au reglement de la question kurde en Turquie.
i Il avait pourtant provoqué antérieurement de nombreuses
i polémiques, portant sur la nécessité de son encadrement
réglementaire, sur les garanties qui seraient celles des mili-
i tants du PKK, ou sur I'exigence du désarmement de ceux-ci
i avant qu’ils ne quittent la Turquie.... En dépit de ces incerti-
tudes, les troupes de I'organisation rebelle avaient commencé
i leur repli, le 8 mai dernier, en direction de I'lrak du nord. Mais
i alors que certains observateurs kurdes ou turcs annoncaient,
non sans optimisme, I'achéevement des opérations pour le
i début du mois de juillet ou tout au moins la fin de I'été, le pro-
i cessus s’est étiolé...

| faut dire que, des la fin du mois de mai, la question kurde
: Ien Turquie s’est fait ravir 'avant-scene politique par la
contestation de Gezi, puis en juillet-aolt, par les derniers
i développements de I'actualité régionale : renversement de
i Mohamed Morsi en Egypte, nouveaux rebondissements de la
crise syrienne. Cet agenda national et international tres
i chargé, auquel on doit aussi ajouter les débats autour d’une
i nouvelle constitution et la préparation des élections locales et
présidentielles de I’'année 2014, ont recouvert le processus de
i reglement de la question kurde d’une sorte de halo opaque,
i percé de temps a autre par des plaintes et des mises en garde,
revendiquant une relance des négociations ou une accéléra-
i tion des réformes.

n réalité, les dirigeants kurdes et turcs ont eu une vision
H Econtrastée du retrait effectivement mené a bien. Fin juin,
i Recep Tayyip Erdogan I'évaluait a 15 % du total des militants
de I'organisation rebelle, tandis que Selahattin Demirtas le co-
i leader du BDP affirmait, au méme moment, que prés de 80%
i des militants du PKK avaient quitté la Turquie. Cette évalua-
i tion en ordre dispersé a alimenté un désaccord sur la cause du
retard pris par le processus de paix. D’un c6té, les Kurdes ont
i lié la lenteur de [I'évacuation de leurs militants a
I'immobilisme du gouvernement turc en matiere de réformes,
i alors méme que ce dernier faisait savoir par ailleurs qu'il était
i exclu que les fameuses réformes commencent tant que le PKK
i n’avait pas fait place nette. D’autres événements sont égale-
ment venus aviver les craintes d’une interruption du proces-
i sus de reglement, en particulier le remaniement des instances
dirigeantes du PKK et du KCK, qui a vu le retour et I'ascension
i de Cemal Bayik, une vieille connaissance, considérée comme

un «dur» et surtout comme un «rival» d’Abdullah Ocalan...

uoi qu’il en soit, dans sa déclaration du 9 septembre, le :

PKK n’a pas non plus signifié la fin du processus visant a
résoudre la question kurde. Au contraire, l'interruption du
retrait de ses militants y est plutét présentée comme une sus-
pension destinée a inciter le gouvernement turc a conduire les
réformes nécessaires. De retour de Buenos Aires ou il était :
allé soutenir la candidature d’Istanbul pour les Jeux :
Olympiques de 2020 au cours du week-end, Recep Tayyip
Erdogan ne s’est pas dit inquiet pour 'avenir du réglement de
la question kurde. Tout en regrettant que le PKK et le BDP fas-
sent des déclarations «contradictoires», il a affirmé que le
«paquet démocratique» récemment examiné par le gouver- :
nement, pour accroitre les libertés locales et reconnaitre les
identités distinctes en Turquie, serait mené jusqu’a son
terme. Pour leur part, plusieurs responsables parlementaires
du BDP ont confirmé que le processus de paix restait a 'ordre
du jour et que la derniére déclaration du PKK était «une
chance a saisir» pour relancer le reglement de la question
kurde en Turquie. H

Il est vrai que la situation stratégique régionale a sensible-
ment évolué au cours des derniéeres semaines. Tandis que la
Turquie entretient toujours d’aussi bonnes relations avec la
région kurde d’Irak du nord de Massoud Barzani, elle a noué
des liens avec le PYD, I'organisation rebelle qui dans le nord
de la Syrie, contréle désormais la majorité des zones kurdes
évacuées par le régime de Bachar el-Assad et qui n’est autre
que la branche syrienne du PKK. Ahmed Davutoglu a expli-
qué cette ouverture inattendue par la nouvelle approche de
la question kurde que son gouvernement entend faire préva-
loir dans son pays. Pour sa part, Saleh Muslim, le leader du
PYD, plusieurs fois recu en Turquie au cours de I'été, vient
d’affirmer qu’il n’excluait de demander aux autorités turques :
de pouvoir ouvrir un bureau de son organisation a Ankara. La
confiance entre les deux protagonistes reste pourtant mesu-
rée. Les Kurdes syriens reprochent au gouvernement turc ses
liens avec les éléments djihadistes de I'opposition syrienne
qu’ils ont militairement affrontés ces derniéres semaines. La
Turquie souhaite avoir un droit de regard sur I’évolution de
la situation dans le nord la Syrie et notamment contréler
I’éventuelle création par le PYD d’une région kurde auto-
nome, comparable a celle qui existe déja dans le nord de
I'lrak.
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Une réserve naturelle émerge des
champs de mines au Kurdistan irakien

CHOMAN - 15 septembre 2013 - Abdel Hamid Zebari / AFP

LIEU DE CONFLIT pendant des années, les collines verdoyantes
qui s'étendent a perte de vue a I'extréme nord de I'lrak, sont deve-
nues un parc naturel, attirant touristes et chercheurs.

Les autorités de la province autonome du Kurdistan irakien ont créé il y
a un an leur premiere réserve naturelle, adossée a la frontiére avec
I'lran, mais il leur reste fort a faire.

Car ces vallées boisées, entourées de montagnes aux cimes enneigées,
ont été fortement marquées par la guerre Iran-Irak dans les années
1980, et les autorités procédent toujours a un patient travail de démi-
nage pour ouvrir ces contrées inconnues aux visiteurs.

Outre le danger que représentent les mines, la région a récemment été
visée par l'aviation turque qui tentait de frapper des éléments du PKK,
des rebelles kurdes de Turquie réfugiés en Irak, et par I'lran qui bombar-
dait a l'artillerie les bases arrieres de ses propres rebelles kurdes.

Ces bombardements ont cessé et les champs de mines sont maintenant
circonscrits, en attendant que des organisations non gouvernementales
achévent le travail de déminage.

Les 1100 kilométres carrés de réserve naturelle, baptisée «parc national
d'Halgourd Sakrany, abritent les montagnes les plus hautes du pays,
aux confins du nord de I'lrak. La route qui y mene longe sommets et cas-
cades avant de déboucher sur des lacs et des foréts.

Les autorités ont créé le parc pour encourager le tourisme, mais espé-
rent que sa réalisation aidera aussi a sensibiliser les habitants aux ques-
tions de protection de I'environnement.

«L'objectif de cette réserve naturelle est de protéger I'environnement, et
d'encourager un retour a la civilisation et a notre culture ancestrale»,
explique Abdoulwahid Kuwani, directeur de 'autorité locale responsable
pour le parc et maire de Choman, principale ville de la région.

«Nous voulons que ce parc devienne un centre de tourisme pour les
habitants du Kurdistan, d'Irak, et du Moyen-Orient, qu'ils puissent venir
voir les animaux sauvages», précise-t-il.

L'abattage d'arbres et la chasse ont été interdits dans la réserve qui
abrite cerfs, ours, et tigres. Les autorités locales cherchent a encoura-
ger les habitants du parc, qui vivent de I'élevage de moutons, a entre-
prendre des travaux d'artisanat et & vendre des produits locaux aux tou-
ristes.

Plus de 2,2 millions de visiteurs, pour la plupart irakiens, ont visité I'an
dernier le Kurdistan, comparé a 1,2 million les six premiers mois de cette
année.

La région autonome du Kurdistan, qui profite d'un environnement sécu-
ritaire bien meilleur que le reste du pays, affiche un fort taux d'expansion

Le parc national d'Halgourd Sakran.
PHOOT SAFIN HAMED, AFP

économique.

Elle posséde des réserves de pétrole --que lui dispute le gouvernement
fédéral--, son propre parlement et son propre régime pour la délivrance
de visas pour les visiteurs étrangers.

La réserve naturelle doit jouer un réle important dans le développement
touristique de la région, mais il reste du chemin a faire pour convaincre
tous les habitants de la nécessité de protéger leur patrimoine.

Deux tigres sont récemment morts dans le parc, dont un empoisonné
par des habitants qui avaient déposé de la viande mélangée a du poi-
son pour tuer des loups responsables d'attaques contre leur cheptel.

Selon Nadir Rosti, porte-parole du département du tourisme de la
région, les autorités envisagent maintenant d'agrandir la réserve et de
créer de nouveaux parcs aux alentours.

Enfin, le projet est également un projet scientifique, qui vise a aider les
universités irakiennes et kurdes «a effectuer des recherches sur
I'environnement et les différents animaux qu'on trouve ici», ajoute le
maire.

«C'est un endroit incroyable», explique Gunther Loiskandl, un expert
autrichien de la faune. «La région est riche en animaux et en variétés de
plantes -- elle a tout ce qu'on peut espérer trouver dans une réserve
naturelley.

«Nous devons travailler pour les générations a venir», ajoute I'expert,
car «il va falloir du temps pour reconstituer I'environnement et la faune».
6)

Le PKK interrompt son retrait de Turquie,
accuse Ankara d'inaction

ANKARA, 09 septembre 2013 (AFP)

LE PARTI des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK) a annoncé lundi avoir
interrompu le retrait de ses combattants du territoire turc, engagé en
mai dans le cadre d'un processus de paix avec Ankara, accusant les
autorités turques d'inaction.

Dans un communiqué cité par I'agence de presse prokurde Firat News, le
mouvement armé a expliqué que "l'attitude du gouvernement turc consistant
a ne pas progresser sur la question kurde était a l'origine de cette situation",
mais a précisé qu'il respecterait la tréve en vigueur avec les forces turques.

"Le retrait des combattants a été arrété. La tréve sera maintenue (...) afin de
permettre au gouvernement du Parti de la justice et du développement (AKP,
au pouvoir) d'entamer des initiatives en faveur du projet (de paix) du prési-
dent Apo (Abdullah Ocalan, chef emprisonné du PKK)", ajoute le communi-
qué.

Dans ce texte, le PKK impute "l'entiére" responsabilité de cette décision au
gouvernement islamo-conservateur turc, lui reprochant de ne pas faire adop-
ter au Parlement un paquet de réformes démocratiques censées renforcer les
droits de la minorité kurde de Turquie.

En échange du retrait de ses quelque 2.500 combattants de Turquie, le PKK
exige des amendements au code pénal et aux lois sur les élections, =
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=» ainsi que le droit a I'éducation en langue kurde et une forme d'autonomie
régionale.

Le Premier ministre turc Recep Tayyip Erdogan a déclaré le mois dernier que
son gouvernement restait attaché au principe d'une paix avec le PKK. Mais il a
précisé qu'une amnistie générale pour les rebelles, et notamment M. Ocalan qui
purge une peine de prison a vie depuis 1999, et le droit a I'éducation en kurde
n'étaient pas d'actualité.

M. Erdogan avait également relis en cause la réalité du retrait des troupes du

PKK de Turquie, estimant que 20% a peine d'entre eux, "des vieux et des
enfants" selon ses mots, avaient quitté la Turquie pour rejoindre leurs bases du
Kurdistan irakien.

Une frange de I'opinion turque reste catégoriquement opposée aux discussions
engagées par le gouvernement avec le chef du PKK, largement considéré
comme un "terroriste".

Le conflit kurde en Turquie a fait plus de 40.000 morts depuis le début de
linsurrection du PKK, en 1984. ©

Irak: BP signe un contrat concernant un champ
de pétrole contesté dans le nord

KIRKOUK (Irak), 11 septembre 2013 (AFP)

LE GROUPE PETROLIER britannique BP a signé un contrat avec Bagdad
concernant un champ de pétrole qui se trouve au coeur d'un différend
entre le gouvernement fédéral et la région autonome du Kurdistan irakien,
ont annoncé mercredi des responsables.

L'accord, condamné par les autorités kurdes, prévoit que BP méne des analyses
dans le champ de Kirkouk, mais ouvre la porte a ce que le groupe travaille &
augmenter la production de ce gisement.

Le développement de ce champ est un des objectifs de I'lrak, qui souhaite aug-
menter sa production pétroliere afin de financer une reconstruction plus que
nécessaire.

Mais de nombreux différends opposent le gouvernement central de Bagdad et
le Kurdistan irakien, notamment concernant le partage des recettes pétroliéres
et la souveraineté de la zone autour de Kirkouk, une région riche en pétrole, que
les Kurdes veulent inclure dans le Kurdistan.

"Le contrat prévoit des études du champ pétrolier (...) La compagnie doit mener
ces études dans un délai de 18 mois", a indiqué a I'AFP un haut responsable de
la compagnie nationale irakienne North Oil Company, qui a la gestion de ce
champ.

"Une fois le rapport présenté et la possibilité d'augmenter la production du
champ confirmée, un contrat de service serait signé sur 20 ans", a-t-il ajouté,
sous couvert de I'anonymat.

Ce responsable a indiqué qu'en vertu de cet éventuel contrat de service, BP
recevrait 2 dollars par baministereril de pétrole extrait.

"En cas d'échec a obtenir un accord sur le contrat de service, le ministére du
Pétrole paiera son du a la sociéte", est-il encore prévu par cet accord, finalisé
mardi & Bagdad, de méme source.

Le champ pétrolier de Kirkouk, qui produit actuellement 270.000 barils de
pétrole par jour, devrait, selon ce responsable, passer a une production de
500.000 bpj d'ici trois ans.

Un porte-parole de BP a Londres a uniquement confirmé avoir regu une lettre
d'intention a ce sujet.

Un porte-parole du ministere des Ressources naturelles du Kurdistan irakien a
condamné cet accord.

"Le gouvernement du Kurdistan autonome rejette tout accord qui contrevient &
la Constitution et va contre les intéréts de I'lrak”, a-t-il indiqué dans un commu-
niqué, assurant qu"aucune compagnie ne sera autorisée a travailler dans les
territoires contestés" sans "l'accord formel et I'implication du gouvernement du
Kurdistan".

Bagdad reproche au Kurdistan de passer des contrats pétroliers directement
avec des compagnies étrangeres, sans l'aval du gouvernement central.

Des diplomates et dirigeants consideérent que les différends entre Bagdad et
Erbil, notamment le différend territorial concernant Kirkouk, est une de plus
sérieuses menaces a long terme pour la stabilité de I'lrak. ©

13 septembre 2013

Syrie: Au nord, les Kurdes pris en tenaille

Le combat pour la création
d’une administration
autonome kurde se heurte
aux djihadistes et a
I’hostilité de la Turquie, sur
fond de lutte pour le
controle des gisements de
pétrole.

Talal Al Attrache

Des dizaines de milliers de
civils kurdes ont récemment
gagné le Kurdistan irakien,
fuyant les massacres commis par
une large coalition de groupes
djihadistes liés a al-Qaida. Leur
crime? Appartenir & une mino-
rité ethnique, laique et en quéte
de reconnaissance identitaire.
Depuis mai dernier, la montée
en puissance des milices djiha-
distes du Front al-Nosra et de

I’Etat islamique de I'Irak et du
Levant (EIIL), qui controlent
désormais une grande partie du
nord et de l'est de la Syrie, a
coincidé avec une hausse des
attaques contre les régions gérées
par les Kurdes.

Les combats ont été particu-
lierement sanglants a Tal Abyad
et Ayn al-Arab (Kobané), en rai-
son du soutien militaire et logis-
tique accordé par les Turcs aux
djihadistes. La Turquie craint en
effet I’émergence d’une zone
autonome kurde en Syrie qui
encouragerait la reprise de la
guérilla indépendantiste kurde
sur son propre territoire. Ces
craintes ont été attisées par le
contrdle des puits de pétrole du
nord-est de la Syrie par les com-
battants kurdes.

Depuis juillet 2012, le Parti
démocratique kurde (PYD)
contrOle les régions kurdes le

long de la frontiére entre la Syrie
et la Turquie, devenue de facto
une zone autonome.

Le PYD ceuvre avec
d’autres partis de gauche au sein
du Comité national de coordi-
nation pour le changement
démocratique (CNCD), la prin-
cipale force d’opposition laique
a l'intérieur de la Syrie. Il préco-
nise a terme une démocratie
fédérale et pluraliste en Syrie
qui garantisse la reconnaissance
des droits de toutes les minorités
ethniques et religieuses. Cet
objectif heurte les ambitions des
djihadistes d’établir un califat
islamique.

D’autant plus que les sala-
fistes voient d’'un mauvais ceil la
laicité et la promotion des droits
de la femme mises en avant par
le PYD. Signe révélateur de
cette laicité sans précédent au
Moyen-Orient: les femmes

représentent 40 % des effectifs
des Unités de protection du peu-
ple (YPG), la branche armée du
PYD. Pris en étau entre les
attaques des djihadistes, qui ont
déclaré la guerre sainte contre
les Kurdes, et I'inimitié a peine
voilée de la Turquie, le PYD
contre-attaque.

Malgré la supériorité mili-
taire des salafistes, les combat-
tants kurdes leur infligent des
défaites successives, ce qui a
valu au YPG la confiance de la
population locale. Ces victoires
placent face a face deux projets
contradictoires au nord du pays
: d’'une part, I’émirat islamique,
défendu par les djihadistes;
d’autre part, 'autonomie admi-
nistrative kurde, qui s’impose
malgré la Turquie et ses alliés
d’al-Qaida.
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Le malaise d’Erdogan

Des affrontements ont éclaté en Turquie entre des manifestants
hostiles au gouvernement et a la police. Le gouvernement turc est mis
a mal par la résurgence du mouvement de contestation qui avait éclaté
en juin, ainsi que par la crise kurde.

Maha Al-Cherbini

Depuis son arrivée au pou-
voir en 2002, le premier
ministre turc, Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, chef du Parti de la
Justice et du développement
(AKP), n’a jamais traversé une
période aussi critique pour son
avenir politique. Plus d'une
décennie de réalisations écono-
miques et de popularité sans
précédent ont nourri une seule
ambition chez Erdogan : briguer
les présidentielles de 2014.

Or, ce réve a pris un coup suite
a la vague de manifestations
antigouvernementales sans
précédent secouant le pays
depuis juin. Des manifestations
qui, aprés quelques semaines
de répit, ont repris de plus
belle. Ainsi, des affrontements
ont éclaté cette semaine entre
plusieurs milliers de manifes-
tants et la police dans les
grandes villes de Turquie pour
dénoncer la mort d’un protes-
tataire tué par la police la
semaine derniére. Ce décés a
entrainé une recrudescence des
manifestations. Vendredi, pour
le deuxiéme jour consécutif, la
police est a nouveau intervenue
a Istanbul pour disperser avec
des gaz lacrymogénes et des
canons a eau des milliers de
protestataires. Plusieurs mani-
festants ont été arrétés et des
dizaines ont été blessés. La
répression policiére était encore
plus brutale & Izmir et & Ankara
contre les manifestants qui
scandaient « AKP assassin ! ».
Ahmet Atakan, un jeune de 22
ans, a perdu la vie la semaine
derniére a Antakya (preés de la
frontiére syrienne) qui abrite
une population cosmopolite,
composée entre autres de
Turcs, de Kurdes et d’Arabes,
mais aussi sur le plan religieux
de musulmans sunnites et
alaouites, la minorité a laquelle
appartient le président syrien,
Bachar Al-Assad. Vendredi soir,
un technicien de 35 ans a trou-
vé la mort sous les gaz lacry-
mogenes de la police a Istanbul.
Celle-ci, rejetant toutes accusa-

La violente répression policiére a terni l'image d’Erdogan et
risque de saper son avenir politique. (Photo : AP)

tions, a annoncé samedi qu’'une
autopsie serait effectuée sur le
corps de ce technicien pour
déterminer les causes de son
décés. « Cette personne ne se
trouvait pas dans une zone ou
du gaz a été utilisé par nos
forces », a assuré la direction
générale de la sureté.

Une fois de plus donc, chaque
étincelle se transforme en con-
testation globale contre la
maniére de gouverner du pre-
mier ministre. On lui reproche
la répression policiere a
Istanbul, a Ankara ou a Izmir.
On lui reproche également son
autoritarisme et ses tentatives
d’islamiser la Turquie. « Aprés
avoir renforcé son pouvoir,
Erdogan est devenu trop autori-
taire. I1 n’entend plus la voix
des opposants. Il a tenté de
restreindre les libertés individu-
elles et d’imposer sa vision
islamique et conservatrice a la
société », explique Dr Mustafa
El-Labbad, directeur du centre
Al-Charq pour les études
régionales et stratégiques.

DILEMME KURDE

n sus de toutes ces
Emenaces, un autre facteur
de poids vient perturber le som-
meil d’Erdogan : la résurgence
de la crise kurde. Les rebelles
kurdes du Parti des travailleurs
du Kurdistan (PKK) ont, en
effet, annoncé la semaine der-
niére avoir interrompu le retrait

de leurs troupes de Turquie,
reprochant a Ankara de ne pas
tenir ses promesses de
réformes, dans le cadre des
négociations de paix engagées
le 21 mars a l'occasion du nou-
vel an kurde avec le chef empri-
sonné de la rébellion, Abdullah
Ocalan. Il s’agit du premier gros
accroc au processus de paix qui
a ravivé l’espoir de mettre un
terme a un conflit qui déchire
depuis 30 ans la Turquie et a
déja causé la mort de 45 000
personnes. Les Kurdes ont
encore durci le ton, vendredi, en
appelant les familles kurdes a
soutenir les manifestations et a
boycotter la rentrée scolaire
pour réclamer un enseignement
en kurde. « Le combat du peu-
ple pour la démocratie en
Turquie et le combat du peuple
kurde pour la liberté et la démo-
cratie vont s’unir jusqu’a ce que
I’AKP trouve une solution a la
question kurde », a affirmé le
PKK. Selon Dr Mustafa El-
Labbad, les Kurdes se sont sen-
tis « trompés par le pouvoir ».
Alors que l'accord de paix stipu-
lait un cessez-le-feu et un
retrait des troupes du PKK vers
IIraq, il exigeait du gouverne-
ment la libération des détenus
kurdes, la modification de la loi
de la lutte contre le terrorisme
et l'enseignement en langue
maternelle kurde. Le PKK exige
aussi des amendements aux
lois sur les élections ainsi
quune forme d’autonomie
régionale. Or, le mois dernier,

Erdogan s’est attiré la colére
kurde en affirmant qu’'une
amnistie générale pour les
rebelles et le droit a I’éducation
en kurde n’étaient pas
d’actualité. « Les Kurdes trou-
vent que le gouvernement conti-
nue a les ignorer. Il n’y a
aucune avancée sur leurs
revendications. De nouveaux
centres militaires dans les
régions a majorité kurde ont été
construits. Aucune promesse
n’a été tenue. Erdogan a profité
de ses négociations avec les
Kurdes pour renforcer sa posi-
tion face a l'opposition », pour-
suit Dr El-Labbad.

cela s’ajoute un autre fac-

teur, cette fois-ci régional,
qui peut affaiblir le gouverne-
ment d’Erdogan, a savoir la
chute du régime des Freres
musulmans en Egypte, un allié
important d’Ankara. Or, si ceci
peut avoir un impact sur le
poids régional de la Turquie, il
n’influe que peu sur le plan
intérieur. Selon Dr El-Labbad,
la chute du gouvernement turc
est un scénario lointain, car
c’est un cas différent du gouver-
nement des Fréres musulmans
en Egypte. « L’AKP n’est pas un
simple parti au pouvoir, mais il
représente les intéréts cultu-
rels, économiques et politiques
de I’Anatolie (majorité du peu-
ple turc vivant a l’est et au sud
du pays) », explique-t-il. « La
Turquie n’est pas comme
I’Egypte. Elle est divisée en
deux entités géographiques et
culturelles distinctes : ’Anatolie
et la Roumélie (ouest du pays
incluant les grandes villes
comme Istanbul, Ankara et
Izmir). La partie qui se révolte
contre I’AKP ne représente pas
la majorité du peuple, c’est
pourquoi les manifestations ne
sont pas persistantes. Le gou-
vernement turc ne va probable-
ment pas tomber avant les
législatives de 2015 », pronos-
tique Dr El-Labbad. Erdogan
devra donc tirer profit de ce
répit pour redorer son image
ternie par la violente répression
des manifestations et ’échec de
la politique turque au Moyen-
Orient. ®
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Des divergences retardent la
conférence régionale des Kurdes

par Ozgur Kiiciik (Istanbul)
zamanfrance.fr

a conférence entre groupes politiques

kurdes qui devait se tenir a la mi-septembre
a été, encore une fois, repoussée en raison
des désaccords qui persistent entre les partici-
pants. Les groupes sont en effet divisés quant
au nombre de représentants prévu au sein des
délégations qui participeront a la réunion. Un
représentant, qui a demandé a rester ano-
nyme, a déclaré & Zaman que si la conférence
kurde avait été repoussée, c'était principale-
ment parce que le Parti des travailleurs du
Kurdistan (PKK) a demandé a ce que les

Kurdes de Turquie et de Syrie soient représen-
tés en grand nombre, requéte qui a été rejetée
par les Kurdes irakiens et iraniens.

Querelles sur les quotas de représentants

Si la conférence vise, entre autres, a mettre en
valeur l'unité des Kurdes, les préparatifs ont
été entravés, de fagon récurrente, par des
désaccords. Alors que les Kurdes de Turquie,
qui représentent pas moins de la moitié des
Kurdes de la région, demandent a avoir une
délégation plus importante, les Kurdes
irakiens affirment que la représentation ne
devrait pas étre proportionnelle a la population
kurde dans un pays donné. «L'importance de
la région du Kurdistan d'lrak devrait étre prise

en compte», a déclaré Khalil Ibrahim,
représentant de deux grands partis kurdes
irakiens au comité de préparation de la con-
férence. «Etant donné son statut autonome
dans le domaine de la politique étrangere et
du commerce international, le leadership
kurde irakien doit montrer une certaine
responsabilité  diplomatique envers ses
voisins», a aussi déclaré dans ce sens a
Zaman Primoz Manfreda, expert du Moyen-
Orient. Le Parti démocratique du Kurdistan
(KDP) dirigé par Massoud Barzani, président
du Kurdistan irakien, le PKK, I'Union patrio-
tique du Kurdistan (PUK) dirigé par Jalal
Talabani, président de la république irakienne,
le Parti démocratique du Kurdistan d'lran
(PDKI) et le Parti de I'Union démocratique
kurde syrien (PYD), branche syrienne du PKK,
sont les principaux partis kurdes qui prendront
part a la conférence. O

Syrie: accord de rapprochement entre
rebelles kurdes et opposition

BEYROUTH, 16 septembre 2013 (AFP)

LES REBELLES du Conseil national kurde ont signé aprés des mois de
négociations, un accord renforgant leur représentation au sein de la
Coalition nationale syrienne, principal groupe de I'opposition au régime de
Damas, ont indiqué lundi les deux groupes.

L'accord, signé samedi, permet a un plus grand nombre de représentants de la
minorité kurde de rejoindre la Coalition nationale syrienne, a indiqué a I'AFP
Louay Safi, porte-parole de cette instance, apres une réunion a Istanbul de
I'opposition syrienne.

"Nous pensons que c'est important parce que cela renforce la confiance (entre
les deux parties). Nous voulons une Syrie ou I'égalité et les droits politiques
soient le lot de tous", a-t-il ajouté.

Un responsable du Conseil national kurde, Bahzad Ibrahim, a confirmé I'accord
etindiqué qu'il a été entériné par I'Assemblée générale de la Coalition nationale
syrienne tenue a Istanbul.

Il a cependant indiqué que le nombre de représentants kurdes qui allaient rejoin-
dre la Coalition nationale syrienne n'avait pas encore été déterminé.

L'accord reconnait "l'identité nationale kurde".

Longtemps opprimés par le régime syrien, les Kurdes ont eu des frictions avec
I'opposition. Et, des combats ont opposé ces derniers mois dans les zones a
majorité kurde du nord de la Syrie les combattants kurdes aux jihadistes du
Front al-Nosra et de I'Etat islamique d'lrak et du Levant (EIIL) qui combattent
dans la rébellion.

"Méme si certains dans la Coalition nationale syrienne y ont résisté, 'accord est
un pas dans la bonne direction. Maintenant, le Conseil national kurde peut trai-
ter directement avec le commandement militaire supréme" relevant de la
Coalition nationale syrienne, a estimé un militant kurde se présentant sous le
nom de Havidar.

"Cela signifie une meilleure coopération militaire entre rebelles kurdes et non
Kurdes", a-t-il ajouté.

Le Conseil national kurde réunit un large éventail de partis kurdes sans inclure
le puissant Parti de I'union démocratique, dont les combattants contrblent de
nombreuses villes du nord de la Syrie.

Selon M. Safi, l'accord ne modifie pas le titre officiel du pays qui reste
"République arabe syrienne" alors que les Kurdes veulent le changer en
République de Syrie.

"Il reviendra au peuple syrien de décider de la maniere dont leur pays sera gou-
verné apres la chute du régime de Bachar al-Assad", a-t-il affirmé. O

La Turquie se prépare a fournir une aide
humanitaire aux Kurdes de Syrie

ISTANBUL, 18 septembre 2013 (AFP)

DES RESPONSABLES locaux turcs ont annoncé tard mardi qu'ils se preé-
paraient a envoyer de Il'aide humanitaire aux habitants d'une région
syrienne aux mains de milices kurdes et frontaliére de la Turquie.

"Les autorisations ont été obtenues a l'initiative du gouverneur de Sanliurfa
Celalettin Glveng (...) pour I'envoi d'aide humanitaire, par le biais et sous la
coordination du Croissant rouge, aux citoyens syriens de la région d'Ayn al-
Arab", a affirmé le gouvernorat de Sanliurfa (sud-est) dans un communiqué.

Le projet a obtenu le soutien du ministére turc du Travail et des Affaires sociales
et 'autorisation du ministére de I'Intérieur, a ajouté le document, précisant que
I'aide humanitaire serait acheminée en Syrie depuis la ville frontaliere turque de
Mrsitpinar (sud-est).

La région d'Ayn al-Arab (Kobani en kurde), dans le nord de la Syrie, est une
enclave kurde actuellement sous controle du Parti de I'union démocratique
(PYD, kurde) et de ses milices dans le nord de la Syrie.

Ce projet d'aide humanitaire intervient alors que de violents combats opposent
depuis plusieurs semaines les milices kurdes a des combattants jihadistes dans
le nord-est de la Syrie.

Le chef du PYD, Saleh Muslim, s'était réjoui fin juillet, aprés une rencontre avec
des responsables turcs & Istanbul, d'un changement d'attitude de la Turquie &
I'égard des Kurdes de Syrie et avait mentionné la promesse turque d'une aide
humanitaire.

"Une promesse a été faite. La Turquie va aider notre peuple dans tous les
domaines. C'est-a-dire qu'elle fournira de I'aide humanitaire”, avait déclaré M.
Muslim dans un entretien au quotidien turc Milliyet.

Ankara s'était montrée depuis le début du conflit syrien, il y a deux ans et demi,
tres hostile a toute forme d'autonomie que voudraient établir les Kurdes de
Syrie, en particulier le PYD, considéré comme proche des rebelles kurdes de
Turquie, le Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK).

Le changement d'attitude vanté par M. Muslim survient alors que les autorités
turques négocient depuis la fin de l'année derniére avec le PKK une solution
politique au conflit qui les oppose depuis 1984. O
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Nechirvan Barzani
defies Baghdad on
Kurdish energy

Senior leader of Iraq’'s autonomous Kurdish region insists that
it has right to export oil, efforts which central government in
Baghdad has decried as illegal.

www.middle-east-online.com

ARBIL - A senior leader of Iraq's autonomous Kurdish region insisted on
Wednesday that it had the right to export oil, efforts which the central
government in Baghdad has decried as illegal.

The remarks by the prime minister of Iraqgi Kurdistan came just days
ahead of the three-province region's parliamentary election, in which
Kurdish leaders repeatedly have vowed to defend their autonomous
area against Baghdad.

"l want to assure foreign companies in the region that the Kurdistan
regional government will pursue its policies of developing” oil produc-
tion, Nechirvan Barzani said during a news conference in the regional
capital Arbil.

Discussing a recently
concluded deal with
Turkey, Barzani insisted
Kurdish energy ambitions
"do not represent a dan-
ger to any country in the
region, and we do not
want to act outside of
the framework of the
Iragi constitution”.

But, he added, "we are
resolved to export oil to
Turkey and other
European countries”.

‘Kurdistan will pursue its policies’

Iragi Kurdistan has its own parliament, for which it will hold elections
on Saturday, and operates with a great deal of autonomy from Iraq's
central government.

But it has drawn the ire of Baghdad for making moves towards setting
up an oil export pipeline, ferrying crude across the border to Turkey
and signing contracts with foreign energy firms without the expressed
consent of the federal oil ministry.

The two sides are also locked in dispute over a swathe of territory in
north Iraq.

The latter row is regarded by diplomats as one of the biggest threats to
the country's long-term stability. m

UNAMI
United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq

UN Envoy welcomes smooth and pea-
.ceful conduct of polls in Parliamentary

Elections in Iraqi Kurdistan

! Erbil, 21 September 2013 -

he Deputy Special Representative of
H the United Nations Secretary-General
i for Iraq (DSRSG), Mr. Gyorgy Busztin,
i welcomes the smooth conduct of the
! Parliamentary Elections in the Kurdistan
Region of Iraq.
H “T want to congratulate the people of

the Kurdistan region for their participa-
tion and their contribution to the demo-
cratic process,” DSRSG said, adding that
he was particularly pleased with the high
turnout and the peaceful and non-violent
nature of the polling.

Mr. Busztin commended the profes-
sionalism of THEC in carrying out the
elections after visiting a number of polling
centres in Erbil and welcomed the work of

the High Electoral Security Committeeg
(HESC) in assuring safe conditions for :

voting.

“Today’s orderly polling is an encoura-

ging sign for the long overdue upcoming
Governorate Council Elections on 21

November,” he concluded. o

21 septembre 2013

Par Eric Bataillon

eu a peu, grace au pétrole, le

Kurdistan devient une réalité.
Ces derniers mois, les compagnies
pétroliéres occidentales ont acheté
directement auprés des autorités
kurdes d'Irak des blocs
d’exploration dans la région, sans
passer par Bagdad. Et en Syrie, la

Le Kurdistan

situation semble s’organiser de la
méme fagon, a ceci prés que les
kurdes syriens, engagés sur la voie
de l'autonomie, doivent faire face
aux djihadistes sunnites du Front
Al-Nosra qui convoitent également
le pétrole. L'or noir catalyseur du
Kurdistan ? Question posée a
Francis Perrin, directeur de la revue
Pétrole et gaz arabes. o

Raffinerie de Tak Tak a Erbil, capi-
tale de la région autonome du
Kurdistan. © Reuters
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Rebel vs. Rebel

Syrian jihadi groups are now kidnapping and killing one
another. Is this the beginning of an all out war, or an
opportunity for the moderates?

f the United States wants to move

against jihadists in Syria, there has never
been a better time. Tensions between
moderate rebel groups and extremist
forces are coming to a head across the
country.

The potential of a U.S. military strike over
the past several weeks -- which main-
stream forces largely welcomed, and
jihadists, fearing that the United States
would target them, opposed -- appears to
have exacerbated tensions between the
groups. Full-blown clashes broke out in the
north and east of the country today, with
Free Syrian Army (FSA)-affiliated groups
in the city of Deir Ezzor battling with the
jihadist Islamic State of Iraq and Syria
(ISIS). Meanwhile, ISIS also launched an
offensive on the northern town of Azaz,
which lies close to the Turkish border.

The clashes follow an ISIS announcement
earlier this week declaring war against the
FSA-affiliated Farouk Brigades in Aleppo,
along with another moderate rebel
brigade. Dubbing its operation "The
Repudiation of Malignity," the jihadist
group said its offensive was in response to
an attack by the brigades against its head-
quarters in the northern city of al-Bab last
week.

SIS even appears to be picking fights

with more radical brigades. The jihadist
group reportedly kidnapped nine com-
manders from the Ahrar Souria group in
the northern city of Raqqa on Sept. 12. It
also killed a commander from the powerful
Ahrar al-Sham militia, after the man objec-
ted to ISIS's kidnapping of Malaysian aid
workers. In going after Ahrar al-Sham,
ISIS is turning a former friend into an
enemy: The Salafist group stood by ISIS
last month when it clashed with Ahfad al-
Rasoul, an FSA-affiliated rebel group, and
as popular protests erupted against ISIS.

ISIS's feuding with moderate Syrian rebels
seems to be sanctioned by the very top of
the al Qaeda hierarchy. In an audio state-
ment last week, al Qaeda chief Ayman al-
Zawahiri warned his followers in Syria to
avoid cooperation with "secular groups
that are allied to the West."

That's not to say that mainstream rebel
groups can afford to shun al Qaeda affili-
ates entirely. In the absence of an interna-
tional push to help the opposition,

jihadists are still the rebels' most lethal
weapon. Jihadist suicide attacks have been
responsible for some of the most important
strategic gains recently: Rebel groups
besieged Mennagh military airbase in
Aleppo for more than a year, for example,
but were unable to completely capture it --
until ISIS dispatched its suicide bombers
on Aug. 5. The same thing happened at the
Hamidiya military complex in the northern
province of Idlib last month.

But there is no doubt that rebel groups
are growing increasingly uneasy with
the behavior of al Qaeda affiliates, particu-
larly in rebel-held areas in the country's
north and east. Jihadists may be an indis-
pensable asset on the front lines, but their
behavior in liberated areas -- where they
have kidnapped activists and aid workers,
terrorized civilians, and tried to implement
an alien form of Islamic law -- is alienating
Syrians.

The eastern city of Abu Kamal, close to the
Iraqi border, has emerged as a case study
of the jihadists' limited appeal. Over the
past several months, multiple residents
told me that Syrians were growing increas-
ingly restless over the jihadists' presence.
They cited their tendency to interfere in
people's personal affairs and force their
own worldview on residents. But their cen-
tral complaint was the extremists' focus on
maintaining a monopoly over local
resources: One resident from Abu Kamal
and another from Aleppo told me that
jihadists tend to claim anything under gov-
ernment control as spoils of war, from
schools to telephone and water facilities.

Earlier this month, clashes erupted
between the al Qaeda-affiliated Jabhat al-
Nusra and FSA-affiliated groups. When the
gunfire stopped, the moderates were able
to negotiate a ceasefire deal that represent-
ed a body blow to Jabhat al-Nusra's influ-
ence in the area: The jihadist group agreed
to ask foreign jihadists in its ranks to leave
the city, "as there is no fighting in Abu

Kamal and so there is no need for wearing
masks or even carrying arms." The groups
also agreed that security in the city must be
handled exclusively by the "security
brigade," and other FSA-affiliated rebel
groups. Finally, it prohibited Jabhat al-
Nusra from establishing checkpoints in the
city, and stipulated that houses can only be
raided through a court order and by FSA
brigades.

Remarkably, Jabhat al-Nusra issued a two-
page apology to the people of Abu Kamal,
in which it blamed the FSA for forcing the
war on the jihadist organization. It said
that it had pulled its fighters from the
frontlines to defend itself against "groups
that seek to establish a secular state.”
Jabhat al-Nusra asserted in the apology
that it could easily defeat the FSA -- but the
fact that it tried to reach out to the public,
rather than engage in further confronta-
tion, suggests that it's mindful of growing
public opposition.

A- bu Kamal is predominantly tribal and

ore conservative than most areas in
Syria, but this development proves that it's
not a natural breeding ground for jihadist
groups. Extremists have tried repeatedly to
establish a foothold there -- when the
regime's forces left the region, jihadists
presented themselves as a force that could
get things done. They distributed badly-
needed cooking gas, fuel, and foodstuffs to
the local population. Meanwhile, the FSA
groups stumbled, neglecting the popula-
tion and focusing on their own financial
gain. Jihadists, however, are their own
worst enemies -- as time passed, the local
population grew restless of their medieval
style of rule.

Al Qaeda's operatives in Syria have worked
hard to avoid the mistakes they committed
in Iraq, where they alienated potential sup-
porters with brutal, indiscriminate tactics.
The leader of Jabhat al-Nusra, Abu
Mohammed al-Joulani, has repeatedly
called on his followers to be flexible on reli-
gious matters that are not usul -- or funda-
mentals -- to avoid antagonizing local pop-
ulations. But that sentiment has not trick-
led down to rank-and-file jihadists. In
addition to the fighting against fellow rebel
brigades, they have shot at Syrians protest-
ing outside their headquarters in Raqqa,
executed a teenage boy in Aleppo, and
detained Italian priest Father Paolo
Dall'Oglio, a longtime advocate of religious
coexistence in Syria.

Jihadists know that the single greatest
threat to their existence is not drone
attacks or a regime military offensive, but
rejection by local populations. They are
paranoid about a repeat of the rise of
"Awakening Councils," or sahwat, which
began in Iraq's Anbar Province after al
Qaeda alienated the Sunni population of
the area. Sahwat is a pejorative -
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- term among jihadists, who believe
that the Americans pitted Sunnis against
each other in Iraq, only to betray them
three years later by handing power to a
Shiite government that marginalized their
sect.

Syria has not yet seen the rise of sahwat --
but the jihadists' fears will likely be a self-
fulfilling prophecy. Their attacks on rebel
groups may be designed to forestall the
very possibility of such an awakening:

Many of the groups it has targeted are part
of an umbrella organization known as
Jabhat al-Asala wa Tanmia -- a Salafist-
leaning group believed to be funded by
private donors in Kuwait and Saudi
Arabia, which has been vehemently
attacked by some Gulf citizens who sup-
port jihadi groups as sahwites.

yrians' growing hostility towards jiha-
dists is not the result of a push from
outsider powers -- it comes from genuine

public concerns about their presence. As
people in rebel-held areas no longer have a
need for the jihadists' ruthlessness in bat-
tle, moderate groups will have a new
opportunity to win the hearts and minds of
the local populations in liberated cities
and towns, as well as on the front lines. If
the world wants an ally in their fight
against creeping extremism, they will find
a broad array of Syrians willing to help
them drive the jihadists out. =

SEPTEMER 21, 2013

Iraqi Kurds vote for
regional assembly

People walk past
election campaign
posters of different
parties, in Irbil,
Iraq, 350 kilometers
(217 miles) north of
Baghdad, Friday,
Sept. 20, 2013, day
ahead of the self-
ruled northern
Kurdish region’s
fourth election for
local parliament
since 1992. (AP
Photo/ Khalid
Mohammed)

Associated Press

RBIL, Iraq — Voters in Iraq's Kurdish

north cast ballots Saturday in local par-
liamentary elections, with smaller parties
hoping to challenge the self-rule region's
longtime political establishment.

The election for the Kurdistan
Regional Government's 111-seat legisla-
ture comes as Iraq's Kurds look to bolster
their autonomy while insulating their
increasingly prosperous enclave from the
growing violence roiling the rest of Iraq
and neighboring Syria.

Security was tight for the vote.
Approaches to the regional capital Irbil
and other major cities were closed, and
voters were searched before being allowed
into polling centers.

The Patriotic Union of Kurdistan of
Iraqi President Jalal Talabani and the
Kurdistan Democratic Party of regional
President Massoud Barzani are looking to
maintain their dominance in the face of
challenges by smaller parties, including
opposition group known as Gorran, or
Change, that had a surprisingly strong

showing in the last vote in 2009.

The KDP and PUK defend their record
in keeping the region safer and more eco-
nomically successful than much of the rest
of Iraq, but the opposition's charges that
they tolerate graft and nepotism strike a
chord with some voters.

"We are fed up with the same old poli-
ticians who have done little to serve the
people. We hope that this election will
bring new faces capable of combating cor-
ruption,” said Lana Ali, a teacher in the
region's capital Irbil who said she voted
for Gorran. "The new lawmakers should
bring change. Otherwise we promise to
change them four years from now."

he region's prime minister, Nechirvan

Barzani of KDP, urged a strong turnout
after casting his ballot shortly after polls
opened. He called the elections "another
act to enhance the democratic process in
the Kurdistan region."

The two dominant parties previously
competed on a joint list but are running
independently this time around.

The PUK faces a particularly tough

challenge in its stronghold of
Sulaimaniyah. Party leader Talabani suf-
fered a stroke in December and is recove-
ring in a German hospital. Few details
have been released about the severity of
his illness.

A senior PUK official, Saadi Peira,
expressed optimism about his party's
prospects despite lingering questions over
Talabani's health, saying "we have a good
level of popularity among the Kurdish
people."”

Safaa al-Moussawi, spokesman for the
country's Independent High Electoral
Commission that oversees the balloting,
said the turnout would be announced
Saturday night while preliminary results
will be available within two days.

Whatever the results, the Kurds are
likely to continue to push for greater auto-
nomy. The KRG has sparred with
Baghdad for years over rights to disputed
territories and the management of lucra-
tive oil and gas reserves.

Their region has become a haven for
tens of thousands of Kurdish refugees
fleeing Syria's civil war, strengthening the
regional government's role as a champion
for Kurds beyond its borders.

"The (regional government) is increa-
singly becoming a player in regional poli-
tics. ... So the matter here is not only local
elections, but also oil and politics," said
Iraqi political analyst Khadum al-
Mugdadi.

A no-fly zone established by the U.S.
and Britain in 1991 helped the Kurds
carve out an enclave that today is more
secure than the rest of Iraq and has been a
magnet for foreign investors. The three-
province territory was formally recogni-
zed as an autonomous region within Iraq
following the U.S.-led invasion that top-
pled Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein.

Unlike in the last election in 2009,
voters will not have a chance to cast bal-
lots for the regional president. Lawmakers
in June voted to delay presidential elec-
tions for two years, allowing Massoud
Barzani to remain in office over the objec-
tions of some in the opposition. O
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IRAQ'S KURDS FOCUS ON AUTONOMY

By Rafid Jaboori BBC News, Irbil

Iraq's semi-autonomous Kurdistan Region
is holding parliamentary elections on
Saturday at a critical moment in the his-
tory of the Kurds - not only in Iraq but also
in the whole Middle East.

When it comes to security and safety,
Kurdistan is a world apart from the rest of
Iraqg.

Irbil, the capital of the Kurdistan Region,
is growing and expanding. Its business-
friendly environment has attracted foreign
investment from around the world.

Since 2003, the main Kurdish parties have
put their divisions aside for the benefit of
the Kurdish people. This has helped pro-
vide the stability necessary to achieve
prosperity that is the envy of the rest of
Iraqg.

TWO-PARTY RULE

The region has enjoyed autonomy within
Iraq since the early 1990s, when an inter-
nationally-enforced no-fly zone prevented
the forces of President Saddam Hussein
from attacking it.

After the fall of Saddam, the Kurds tried
to ensure their region and its economy
were not significantly affected by the sec-
tarian insurgency raging elsewhere.

It has helped that Sunni Muslim Kurds
make up the majority of the region's 4.5
million-strong population and that al-
Qaeda in Iraq is not significantly active
there.

Islamists, including those once considered
extremists, are also part of mainstream
politics in the Kurdistan Region. Although
most of Iraqgi Kurdish society is conserva-
tive, Kurds are in general motivated by
their ethnicity rather than their religion.

The two parties which have dominated
regional politics for decades are the
Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP), led by
the region's President Massoud Barzani,
and the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK),

Many believe that the election could
change the region’s political landscape

Irbil Kurdistan's prosperity is the envy of the rest of Iraq

Masud Barzani President of
Kurdistan and leader of the
Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP)
delivers a speech.

led by Iraqgi President Jalal Talabani.

The opposition, campaigning against what
they describe as corruption and nepotism
in the higher echelons of government,
hope to end the two parties’ domination
on Saturday.

Mr Talabani, who is 86 years old, has been
receiving medical treatment in Germany
since suffering a stroke in December. In his
absence, other leaders of his party have
been campaigning passionately to win over
voters.

'OUR TIME HAS COME’

In Rania, near the border with Iran, | went
to an election rally addressed by Barham
Saleh, the former prime minister of the
Kurdistan Region and the man who many
believe will succeed Mr Talabani next year.

| asked him whether Kurds were any closer
to their historical dream of independence.

Barham Saleh addresses a Patriotic Union
of Kurdistan rally in Rania

"Every Kurd yearns for independence,” Mr
Saleh replied. "However, the Kurds of Iraq
have decided to be part of a democratic,
federal Iraq. The Kurds of Syria are wor-

king within Syrian polity to be part of the
new, emerging system in Syria.”

"Putting it bluntly, our time has come. We
are part of this region and our rights need
to be respected.”

The conflict in neighbouring Syria has cau-
sed thousands of Syrian Kurdish refugees
to flee across the border to northern Iraq.

But those who have stayed have gained
increasing control over their affairs, as the
Syrian government has had to focus on
fighting rebel forces.

NEW ERA

The Syrian crisis has also prompted discus-
sion among all Kurds about their national
destiny.

A regional conference of Kurds from
Turkey, Iran, Syria and Iraq to discuss how
to advance Kurdish autonomy had been
due to take place in Irbil last week, but
was postponed.

However, Fawzia Yusuf, an Irbil-based
Syrian Kurdish politician, said she was sure
it would eventually take place.

"Our main goal will be to unify Kurdish opi-
nion. The second goal is to form a Kurdish
national organisation to take charge of
diplomacy with the rest of the world. And
the third goal is to make decisions on a set
of common principles for all the Kurdish
people.”

Speaking to lIraqi Kurds preparing for
Saturday's elections or to Kurdish refugees
from Syria, it became clear that having an
independent state was not a primary
concern.

The Middle East may not be ready for that
yet either. But there is now a general
sense here that Kurdish identity has ente-
red a new era, and that Kurds can no lon-
ger be ignored. @
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Economy booms in Iraq's Kurdistan as
other parts struggle with violence

ARBIL, Iraq, September 22, 2013 (Xinhua)
by Jamal Hashim
news.xinhuanet.com

WHILE much of Iraq grapples with increasing violence
and power struggle, raising fears that the country could
slide into civil war, the northern Kurdistan Region is
enjoying an economic boom in an oasis of peace.

Violence in Iraq outside the autonomous Kurdish region has
been growing high as the country is witnessing its worst erup-
tion in recent years, which raises fears that the country is sli-
ding back to full-blown civil conflict that peaked in 2006 and
2007, when monthly death toll sometimes exceeded 3,000.

On Saturday, a wave of violence left at least 86 people kil-
led and more than 150 wounded in the Iraqi capital of Baghdad
and central Saladin province.

Unlike the situation in the rest of the country, the Kurdistan
autonomous region was calm on Saturday and voters flocked to
polling stations to elect their new parliament with the hope for
a better future.

About 2.8 million people in the Kurdish region were eligible
to vote in the parliamentary elections, the fourth such polls
since Iraqi Kurds established the autonomous region in 1991,
as 1,129 candidates were vying for the 111 seats in the regio-
nal legislature.

At the end of the day, the Iragi electoral commission said
that the Kurds made a turnout of 73 percent and described the
voting process a success. The election process came to boost
the aspirations of the Kurdish people who are living in a tangi-
ble prosperity, compared to the rest of troubled country, as
Kurdistan's economy booms thanks to the oil wealth and
foreign investment.

In Kurdistan, cranes scattered across the skylines of major
cities like Arbil and Sulaymaniyah as many luxury hotels and
skyscrapers were being built.

The region's capital city of Arbil, or "New Dubai" as some
Kurds like to name it, is considered to be one of the most pro-
mising growth markets in the Middle East, with one luxury pro-
ject after another being launched in the city.

By 2015, eight luxurious five-star hotels will be built in the
city, among them the international chains of Marriott, Hilton
and Sheraton.

The opening of many Western-style shopping malls in Arbil,
carrying goods of many international brands that entered the
country for the first time, is set to turn the city into a main
shopping market for Iraqis.

Kurdistan's regional investment commission claimed that
the Kurdish region is projected to enjoy a economic growth of
12 percent in 2013, while the growth rate of Iraq as a whole is
anticipated to expand by nine percent this year, according to
the International Monetary Fund.

Ali Qaradaghi, a Kurdish economy expert, told Xinhua that
the Kurdistan Region has attracted over 17 billion U.S. dollars in
foreign investment during the past five years.

"The majority of over 1,900 foreign firms investing in
Kurdistan are from neighboring Turkey, Iran and Lebanon.
Those companies were mainly encouraged by the investment

law that was enacted in 2006," Qaradaghi said.

Under the investment law, the firms are exempted from
taxes on imports and profits for their first 10 years.

The law also does not oblige the companies to hire local
workers, partners or investors, and they have the right to send
home their profits, Qaradaghi added.

A major difference between the investment law in Kurdistan
and the rest of Iraq is that the region allows owing land for
investment, whereas the national investment law outside the
region only allows leases of up to 50 years that can be exten-
ded, Qaradaghi said.

Over the past 22 years since the establishment of no-fly
zone over the region to keep out former president Saddam
Hussein's forces, the Kurdish region witnessed relative peace
and increasingly distanced itself from the central government.

Iraq, whose crude oil revenues make up 95 percent of its
budget, has announced in 2010 that its proven crude oil
reserves had reached 143 billion barrels.

Kurdish officials currently claim that their region holds pro-
ven oil reserves of around 45 billion barrels, or about a third of
Iraq's total oil reserves, though such figure could not be confir-
med independently.

The Kurds annually receive 17 percent of Irag's total oil
export revenues, including Kurdistan's share of money paid by
Baghdad for providing subsidized food staples for the people in
the region.

However, the prosperity of the region comes despite a long-
standing row between Baghdad and Arbil.

The feuds have long been focused on land, power sharing
and the right of exploiting the oil fields in the autonomous
region, as Baghdad stresses that the region's oil deals with
foreign oil firms are illegal because they must be struck by the
federal government.

Meanwhile, the drafting of the country's oil law has been
stalled for years by the Iragi parliament due to profound diffe-
rences among political factions over the sharing of revenues
from Iraq's crude.

In fact, the Kurds have passed their own regional energy law
and signed more than 50 deals with foreign oil companies. The
regional law allowed the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG)
to offer production-sharing contracts, which are a lot more
lucrative for foreign oil firms than the service contracts signed
earlier by the Iraqi government in Baghdad. m
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Assault on Iraq funeral,
other attacks kill 96

People inspect
the site of a dou-
ble suicide bomb
attack, in the
Shiite neighbor-
hood of Sadr city
in Baghdad, Iraq,
Saturday, Sept.
21, 2013.

By Adam Schreck and Sameer N. Yacoub
Associated Press

AGHDAD -- Two suicide bombers, one

in an explosives-laden car and the other
on foot, struck a cluster of funeral tents
packed with mourning families in a Shiite
neighborhood in Baghdad, the deadliest in a
string of attacks around Iraq that killed at
least 96 people on Saturday.

The assaults, the latest in a months-long
surge of violence, are a chilling reminder of
insurgents' determination to re-ignite secta-
rian conflict more than a decade after the
U.S.-led invasion.

Thousands of Iragis have been killed in
violent attacks in recent months -- a level of
bloodshed not seen since Iraq pulled back
from the brink of civil war in 2008 -- despite
appeals for restraint from Shiite and Sunni
political leaders.

The attack on the funeral was one of the
largest single terrorist assaults on civilians
in Iraq in recent years. It happened shortly
before sunset in the densely populated
Shiite neighborhood of Sadr City in nor-
theastern Baghdad.

Police said at least 72 people were killed
and more than 120 were wounded in that
attack. One bomber was able to drive up
near the tent before detonating his deadly
payload, and another on foot blew himself

up nearby, police said.

The explosions set the tents and several
nearby cars on fire, sending a towering
plume of thick black smoke over the city.

"I saw several charred bodies on the
ground and tents on fire and also burning
cars. Wounded people were screaming in
pain," said Sheik Sattar al-Fartousi, one of
the mourners. "The scene was horrible. The
funeral turned into an inferno."

He said the first blast went off as dinner
was being served in one of several tents set
up for the funeral of a member of the al-
Fartousi tribe. He estimated that more than
500 people were attending the event.

Civilian pickup trucks loaded with
casualties and ambulances with sirens bla-
ring were seen racing from the scene.

Hussein Abdul-Khaliq, a government
employee who lives near the bomb site, said
the tents were packed with mourners when
the blasts went off.

He described seeing several lifeless
bodies on the ground, and wounded women
and children. The clothes of several victims
were soaked with blood, and firefighters
had to leave the scene to refill tanker trucks
with water as they struggled to contain an
immense blaze, he said. "This funeral was
not a military post or a ministry building,
yet it was still targeted,” Mr. Abdul-Khaliq
said. "This shows that no place and no one is

safe in Iraq."

Less than two hours after the funeral
attack, another car bomb blast struck a com-
mercial street in the nearby Ur neighbo-
rhood, killing nine people and wounding 14,
according to police.

Gunmen later shot up a shop that has
been discretely selling liquor in the largely
Sunni neighborhood of Azamiyah, killing
four people, police said.

Earlier in the day, insurgents launched a
suicide attack on a police commando head-
quarters in the city of Beiji, an oil refining
center 115 miles north of Baghdad. Guards
managed to kill one suicide bomber, but the
three others were able to set off their explo-
sive belts inside the compound, killing
seven policemen and wounding 21 others,
police said.

In other violence, gunmen shot and kil-
led two prison guards after storming their
houses in a village near the restive city of
Mosul early Saturday. Two soldiers were kil-
led and four others were wounded when a
roadside bomb struck their convoy in
Mosul, which is 225 miles northwest of the
Iraqi capital.

Medics in nearby hospitals confirmed
the casualty figures.

There was no immediate claim of res-
ponsibility for the day's attacks. Al-Qaida's
local franchise in Iraq frequently targets
Shiite civilians and security forces in an
attempt to undermine public confidence in
the Shiite-led government in Baghdad.

Saturday's violence came as voters in the
northern Kurdish autonomous region cast
ballots in local elections for the Kurdistan
Regional Government's 111-seat legislature.

The pace of violent attacks in parts of
Iraq outside the three-province Kurdish
region has spiked sharply since security
forces carried out a deadly crackdown on a
Sunni protest camp in northern Iraq in
April. Iraq's minority Sunni Arabs have
been protesting against the Shiite-led
government since late last year, alleging dis-
crimination and criticizing the application of
tough anti-terrorism measures against their
sect.

More than 4,000 people have been killed
in violent attacks between April and August,
United Nations figures show. Another 493
have died so far in September, according to
an Associated Press tally. @

Elections au Kurdistan:
le parti de Talabani

en perte de vitesse
ERBIL (Irak), 28 septembre 2013 (AFP)

LE PARTI DU président irakien Jalal Talabani a subi une défaite aux élec-
tions législatives au Kurdistan, arrivant en troisiéme position, derriére le
parti d'opposition Goran, selon les premiers résultats annoncés samedi.

Mais la percée de Goran ne sera peut étre pas suffisante pour défaire la coali-
tion gouvernementale actuellement en place, qui rassemble 'Union patriotique
du Kurdistan (UPK) de M. Talabani et le Parti démocratique du Kurdistan (PDK)
du président du Kurdistan Massoud Barzani et la région autonome depuis plus
de 10 ans, selon les observateurs.

Une semaine aprés ['élection, et avec 95% des voix comptées, le PDK arrive en

téte avec quelque 719.000 voix, devant le parti Goran qui obtient 446.000 voix.

L'UPK arrive en troisiéme position avec un peu plus de 323.000 voix, tandis que
26 autres listes se partagent quelque 300.000 voix.

Lors des derniéres élections au Kurdistan en 2009, le PDK et 'UPK avaient pré-
senté une liste commune qui avait remporté prés de 70% des voix et 59 des 111
siéges au Parlement local.

Goran avait remporté 25 siéges au Parlement.

L'UPK a probablement souffert de I'absence de son dirigeant tutélaire, M.
Talabani étant hospitalisé en Allemagne depuis une attaque cérébrale en
décembre.

"Talabani est le noyau du parti, et tous s'entendaient pour I'écouter et faire ce
qu'il décidait. Mais aprés Talabani, il n'y a personne capable de faire cela", sou-
lignait récemment Asos Hardi, un journaliste et expert basé a Souleimaniyeh.

Des discussions sur la formation d'un nouveau gouvernement de coalition doi-
vent s'ouvrir dés I'annonce des résultats définitifs du vote. ©
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Kurdish Parties Build Alliance To Curb
Barzani’s Power in Syria

By: Wladimir van Wilgenburg for Al-Monitor

wo of the biggest Kurdish parties, the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan

(PUK) and the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK), have joined forces to
try to curb the power of Massoud Barzani, the president of the Kurdistan
region, in Syria. This is happening while Barzani has been working toge-
ther with Turkey to limit the PKK's influence in Syria.
Relations between Kurdish political parties from Iran, Iraq, Turkey and
Syria have always been tense. This is the result of the Kurdish areas
being divided between Iran, Iraq, Syria and Turkey, meaning Kurds are
not united geographically. The different policies of Kurdish parties alle-
gedly played a role in the delay of the National Kurdish Congress that
was supposed to take place in September, but is now delayed until Nov.
25.

An example of these intra-Kurdish relations is the relationship between
the PKK from Turkey led by the imprisoned Abdullah Ocalan, and the
PUK headed by Jalal Talabani, the president of Iraq.

From time to time, the two parties cooperated against the Kurdistan
Democratic Party (KDP) of Massoud Barzani in Iraq, especially during the
Kurdish civil war in the 1990s. But the PUK and PKK also fought each
other. For instance, in 2002, the PKK-affiliated Kurdistan Democratic
Solution Party (PCDK) wanted to form militias to protect itself against the
PUK. Now, relations are quite good, and the PCDK participated in the
elections in the Kurdistan region on Sept. 21.

Currently, the KDP controls the provinces of Dahuk and Erbil, while the
PUK controls Sulaimaniyah. The PKK controls the Kandil mountains near
the Turkish borders from where they carry out cross-border attacks
against Turkish targets — although there is a cease-fire now.

Omar Sheikhmous, one of the founding members of the PUK, said,

"The relations between PUK and PKK have been good and cooperative
in recent years, especially since 2007. The main reason has been the
mediation efforts by Mr. Jalal Talabani, general secretary of the PUK, bet-
ween the Turkish government and the PKK in finding a peaceful solution
to the conflict. BDP's numerous trips to Kandil have gone through the
PUK and been facilitated by them."

hile the KDP is generally seen as the more tribal and conservative

of the two, both the PUK and the PKK have a Marxist background.
Furthermore, the KDP enjoys good ties with Turkey and sees Turkey as
a gateway to more independence from Baghdad. The PKK's main enemy
is Turkey, while the PUK enjoys better relations with Iran. As a result, the
ties between the PUK and PKK have improved.
Kurdish journalist Abdulla Hawez told Al-Monitor by e-mail, "There is a
fact, the PYD is close to the Assad regime, which is an important allay of
Iran, and the PUK is close to Iran, so their interests meet." However, the
PYD (Democratic Union Party) denies any relationship with Assad.

The different KDP and PUK policies can be seen through foreign visits by
Kurdish leaders. While Kurdish President Barzani was present as a hono-
rary guest at the party convention of the ruling Turkish Justice and
Development Party (AKP) convention on Sept. 30, 2012, PUK official
Hikmat Kareem, better known as Mala Baktiar, spoke at the pro-Kurdish
Peace and Democracy Party (BDP) convention on Oct. 14, 2012.

Moreover, both the PKK and the PUK oppose political Islam. "We are not
against Islam, but against political Islam," Mala Bakhtiar, a senior PUK
official, told Al-Monitor on July 14.

In addition, both the PKK and PUK have fought against political Islam in
the past. The PUK in cooperation with US special forces expelled armed
Islamist groups from Halabja, Iraqg, in 2003, while the PYD militias now
fight against al-Qaeda-linked groups in Syria. Some of the same Kurdish
Islamist groups that used to fight against the PUK now also sympathize
with the fight against the PYD.

These connections also resulted in military ties between the PUK and the

Image from the PUK’s official news website PUKmedia
shows imprisoned PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan (L) and PUK
leader Jalal Talabani, with PKK fighters in the background.

PKK. Mahmud Sangawi, a military commander of the PUK, recently han-
ded over his personal sniper rifle to the representative of the PYD to use
it to fight against Islamist groups in Syria.

Moreover, while Syrian Kurdish parties do not have any fighters inside the
YPG, Kurdish parties close to the PUK joined PKK militias in Syria, such
as the Asayish, the People's Defense Units (YPG) and the Free Syrian
Army group, the Kurdish Front (Jabhat al-Akrad) that operates in mixed
Arab-Kurdish areas in Syria.

n Aug. 15, Ali Mahmoud Hammoud, a member of the Kurdish

Democratic Progressive Party (PDPKS), was killed in the country-
side of Aleppo by armed Islamist groups. The PDPKS is funded by
Talabani, while the Kurdish Democratic Party of Syria (KDP-S) is funded
by Barzani, one of the main rivals of the PYD in Syria. It was therefore no
surprise that PDPKS-leader Darwish visited the Kandil mountains to
meet the PKK leadership in April 2013.
Analysts see the relations between PUK and the PKK as a counterba-
lance to Barzani's relations with Turkey and Barzani's policies in Syria.

"The PUK approach to the PKK is a tactic, not a strategy. It is, as a mat-
ter of fact, in reaction to Barzani's heavy involvement in Turkey-Kurdish
affairs, but also in the Syrian-Kurdish affairs. It is an attempt to be inclu-
ded," Roman Zagros, editor of Insight Kurdistan, told Al-Monitor by e-
mail.

These ties also resulted in 214 ex-PKK fighters joining the PUK in May.
Although the PKK does not like its members to leave the PKK, the PKK
didn't see ex-PKK members joining the PUK as an "obstacle in KCK-PUK
relations," said Zagros Hiwa of the Kurdistan Democratic Communities
Union (KCK), which runs the PKK. Moreover, there have been several
meetings between the PUK and PPK-affiliated parties in Europe and also
in Kurdistan.

"We have good relations with the PKK, and that automatically also trans-
lates in good relations with friends of the PKK [in Syria]," Baktiar told Al-
Monitor during a meeting between the PKK and the PUK in the
Netherlands on July 14.

The Supreme Kurdish Council, a joint body which was established as a
result of pressure by Barzani on the PYD to share power, allegedly didn't
work because cooperation between the PUK and PKK allowed them to
dominate important positions in the council.

While PUK-supported parties and the PKK-affiliated Democratic Union
Party (PYD) work together in the Supreme Kurdish Council and on the
ground, the KDP-backed Kurdish parties accuse the PYD of excluding
them and reject the domination of the Kurdish areas by PYD's militia, =

63



Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

w  the YPG. As a response, the KDP closed the unofficial Peshkapor
border with Syria. Both the PYD and the PUK have criticized this border
closing.

Tahir Kemalizade, co-chair of the Kurdistan National Congress (KNK), a
PKK organization, in a meeting with the PUK in August, said "Closing the
gate is not a solution because Rojava [Syrian Kurdistan] needs more help
than it needed before."

Washington-based columnist and Kurdish expert Mutlu Civiroglu told Al-
Monitor on Sept. 18 by e-mail: "In my opinion, PUK has been trying to use
the worsened relations of between PYD and KDP to have some political
gains from its historical rival."

But the relations between the PUK and PKK might be changing in Syria.
Recently, the Kurdish National Council decided to join the Turkey-backed
opposition group, the Syrian National Coalition. The PUK-affiliated
Kurdish politician Hamid Darwish supported this deal.

Civiroglu told Al-Monitor that this is the result of a recent rapprochement
between Barzani-backed KDP-S leader Dr. Abdulhakim Bashar's
Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDPS) and Talabani-backed PDPKS-leader
Hamid Darwish's Kurdish Democratic Progressive Party (PDPKS). "As a
result, both parties agreed to join the Syrian National Coalition despite the
objection of PYD and some other parties who claim the Supreme Kurdish
Council should be the one who sings deals with the opposition."

It thus remains to be seen if the PKK and the PUK will continue to work
against Barzani's allies in Syria in the future. This will also depend on the
relations between the PYD and parties backed by Barzani, and whether
the upcoming Kurdish national congress in November is successful. &

Wiadimir van Wilgenburg is a political analyst specializing in issues sur-
rounding on Kurdish politics. He has written extensively for Jamestown
Foundation publications and other journals such as the Near East
Quarterly and the World Affairs Journal. He currently writes for the
Kurdish newspaper Rudaw. On Twitter @vvanwilgenburg

September 18, 2013

Syrian Kurdish
Leader: Ankara
Supporting Jihadists

By: Amberin Zaman Translated from Taraf (Turkey).

rian Kurdish leader Salih Muslim, speaking at the 17th
Scandinavian Kurdish Culture Festival on Sept. 16, voiced strongly
worded accusations against Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip
Erdogan and the AKP government. Muslim, the co-chair of the
Democratic Union Party (PYD), identified as the Syrian extension of the
PKK, charged the AKP government with supporting jihadist groups figh-
ting the Kurds. He said, "On the one hand you are talking to us, but you
let loose your dogs, jackals and foxes against us. We will defend our-
selves with our free will and our own people, and we will achieve victory."
| was curious about what prompted Muslim, who visited Turkey twice last
month on official Turkish invitation, to speak so angrily. Since he began
coming to Turkey on official business, he has been careful to use prudent
and moderate language, hoping to build relations on solid grounds. But
when | contacted him at Geneva on Sept. 17, his rage against Turkey
continued.

Taraf: Why are you so angry with Turkey?

Muslim: What your government is doing is no secret. They are still sen-
ding Syrian gangs against us. Look, east of Serekaniye they removed bar-
bed wires and cleared paths through minefields for these gangs to move
easily.

Taraf: Who are you talking about exactly?

Muslim: Roads are opened for the Ahrar al-Sham brigade, Jabat al-Nusra
and al-Qaeda to fight us. There is the village of Alok, a mixed Arab-
Kurdish village, west of Ceylanpinar. There is also the village of Susik.
There have been heavy clashes in those areas for the past two days.
Turkey is using these gangs to fight us. They give them artillery and
ammunition. We have documented all this. They do it in broad daylight.
Turkey is helping these gangs who chop off the heads of people, eat the
hearts of their opposition and rape our women. The world is watching
silently.

Taraf: You had started dialogue with Turkey. You said Turkey wasn’t
helping the jihadists as much as before and that Turkey had accep-
ted the Rojava reality. What happened?

Muslim: We don’t understand it also. It shows they were not sincere.
When we visited Turkey, we provided them with a file on the dirty war
these gangs were staging through Turkey. We exposed those who were
helping these gangs in Turkey under the guise of humanitarian agencies
or civil society organizations. The Turkish side told us that these things

were happening without their
knowledge. We thought at the
time that the Turks were sincere
and a new page in our relations
was in the offing. But they were
not sincere. Those wounded in
clashes against us were treated
by the Turkish state. You, Turkish
citizens, are paying for this with
your taxes. You saw the wounded
gangsters undergoing treatment
in Urfa's public hospital. You
wrote about it. Our civilians are
hurt but they get no help from
Turkey. Only the other day three
of our people died at Viransehir
because they were not treated in time. You know that Turkish citizens,
among them Kurds, join those gangs. Their funerals are sent back to
Turkey but the media is not reporting it. Three Turkish citizens were killed
recently fighting against us. Their bodies are about to be repatriated to
Turkey.

Salih Muslim, head of the
Kurdish Democratic Union
Party (PYD), is seen during a
Reuters interview in Berlin,
April 18, 2013. (photo by
REUTERS/Wolfgang Rattay)

Taraf: Why is Turkey behaving like you described against the PYD?

Muslim: Their objective is obvious. To weaken and eliminate the Kurds.
Turkish authorities have become ill-tempered of late because they were
expecting America to carry out a strike against [Syrian President] Bashar
al-Assad. They were hoping that would weaken the Kurds. But when it
didn’t turn out that way, they became angry and started to lean on us. Itis
not easy to understand Turkey’s policy. On one hand they are giving guns
to gangs, but at the same time they are talking to us. We were wondering
about it.

Taraf: Are your talks continuing with Turkey? Are you coming to
Turkey again? Or is your dialogue ruptured?

Muslim: There is no meeting scheduled at the moment. We are ready to
meet anytime. We don’t want to say that the dialogue is severed. To the
contrary, we want it to continue. We want friendly and brotherly relations
with turkey. Not the slightest act was committed against Turkey from our
side. This is why we have problems understanding Turkey’s attitude.
Look, the border is still closed. Not a single assistance convoy crossed to
our side in one month. Our people are living under difficult war conditions.
We have acute shortages of electricity, water, fuel and medicines. There
is an embargo against us. We are open to further talks with Turkey. But
signs are not good.

* Kk ok

Listening to Muslim, | become aware that indeed the signs are not promi-
sing even if they may sound exaggerated and pessimistic. One wonders
if what we call a cease-fire is merely a diversion. Did the war actually shift
from Turkey to south, to Syria? Who is tricking who? What are the calcu-
lations? Where is the Imrali process in all this? | do not know, but | agree
with Muslim: signs are not good at all. ¢
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few months. More than 4,000 people were

Suicide attack kills 16 at
Sunni funeral in Baghdad

Incident takes place a day after a wave of attacks

Asuicide attacker has killed 16 people
and wounded 35 others at a Sunni
i funeral in Baghdad.

H Police said a suicide bomber detona-
: ted his explosive belt inside a tent where

A boy looks at the
remains of a burnt-
out car at the site of
a bomb attack that
targeted a tent filled
with mourners in
Baghdad’s Shia
Muslim stronghold
of Sadr City on
Saturday. Reuters

southern neighbourhood of Dora yester-
day.

The incident came a day after a wave
of attacks, some on a Shia funeral in
Baghdad, killed 104 people.

Violence has spiked in Iraq in the past

killed between April and August.

Two separate bombings left two secu- :
rity force members dead and 37 people :
wounded in the country’s north. In the :
first attack, a suicide bomber rammed an :
explosives-laden car into a residential area |
in the city of Kirkuk, wounding 35.
Bombers targeted a Kurdish educational :
office and an adjacent house for a'
Christian lawmaker. Kirkuk is home to an :
ethnic mix of Arabs, Kurds and Turkomen :
who all have competing claims to the oil- :

rich area.

Hours after the suicide bombing, :
police said a roadside bomb struck a secu- i
rity convoy near the northern city of i
Mosul, killing two soldiers and wounding :

two others.

Meanwhile, authorities raised the
death toll for a deadly double suicide |
attack on a funeral inside a Shia neighbou-
thood in eastern Baghdad a day earlier. :
The new death toll brings to 78 the num- :

ber of people killed. — (AP) 2

the funeral was being held in Baghdad’s

............................................................................................................................. H

Iraq asks Kurds to
link new oil 1[()ipeline
to its networ

DUBALI - September 24, 2013 -By Daniel Fineren (Reuters)

IRAQ'S CENTRAL government has asked the autonomous
Kurdish region to connect its new oil pipeline with one from
Kirkuk to Ceyhan in Turkey in a way that allows Baghdad to mea-
sure crude flows, Iraq's deputy prime minister for energy affairs
said on Tuesday.

Kurdistan is expected to complete the new 300,000 barrel per day
(bpd) oil pipeline to Turkey in the next few weeks, increasing the
Kurdistan Regional Government's (KRG) control over its resources in
a dispute with Baghdad.

"We have asked the KRG to connect it to the Kirkuk-Ceyhan pipeline
before the pumping station so that we can meter exactly how much
crude has been pumped,” Hussain al-Shahristani said, adding that
Baghdad had not received any response.

Oil is at the heart of a dispute between the Arab-led central govern-
ment and the ethnic Kurdish-run northern enclave over control of oil-
fields, territory and crude revenues.

Sales of Kurdish oil via the federal pipeline system have been blocked
in the dispute between the two governments, and the two sides are
not currently in talks to resolve the row over payments to oil compa-
nies working in the region.

"No, there has been no discussion with the companies or with the
KRG (on oil payments),” Shahristani said on the sidelines of the Gulf
Intelligence Energy Markets Forum in Dubai.

The KRG rejection of Baghdad's claimed authority over the explora-

tion and export of the country's oil resources last week inspired the
provincial council of Nineveh to give its governor the power to sign
deals with foreign oil firms

Shahristani said the predominantly Sunni Muslim governorate in
Iraq's northwest lacked the political weight that had allowed the KRG
to push its own oil plans despite disapproval from Baghdad.

"They can't... its even more difficult because at least the KRG has the
status, Nineveh cannot do that," he said.

EXXON STAKE

ExxonMobil (XOM.N), the world's largest publicly traded energy
company, angered Iraq by signing production-sharing contracts with
Kurdistan for the exploration and development of six blocks in 2011.
Two of those blocks are in areas where Nineveh and Kurdistan both
claim jurisdiction.

The company is now looking to sell its stake in the West Qurna-1 oil
field in southern Iraq. Shahristani declined to identify the buyers.

He said Exxon had made a "serious error" when it negotiated with the
KRG, and that Baghdad has asked Exxon to reduce its presence in
southern Iraq as a result.

"Exxon has decided to scale down, based on our request. We have
asked Exxon to scale down on the West Qurna and they have decided
to sell," he said, adding that Exxon would stay on as operator of the
field "for the time being."

BASRA EXPORTS

Upgrades to the Basra Oil Terminal in the Gulf, which Iraq relies on
to export most of its oil, are thought to have reduced exports in
September.

Work at the terminal is expected to continue until the middle of next
year, but Iraqi officials say the longer term work will not affect
exports.

"The work is going on there but we have the capacity to export more
than the quantities available, so we have no problem... There are no
bottlenecks as far as exports go," he said. ®
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Syrian Kurds And The
Divisions That Plague

Damascus' Enemies

www.worldcrunch.com
i CALE SALIH (Cale Salih is a political ana-

lyst focusing on Syria and Iraq.)

. he mainstream Syrian political oppo-
: sition failed for nearly two years to

i draw in the Kurdish National Council

! (KNQ), a muddled coalition of 16 Syrian

¢ Kurdish political parties. In what was hai-
i led as a breakthrough, the KNC finally

i decided to join the Syrian National

¢ Coalition (NC) last month.

i Yet the decision will have little practical
impact on Arab-Kurdish relations in Syria.
¢ Tts impact will primarily play out abroad,

i giving both the KNC and the NC a boost

! in international credibility, rather than

! inside Syria. The NC was eager for the

¢ Kurdish bloc to join its ranks in order to

i address a common criticism that it has not
i sufficiently reached out to minorities. The

! KNC, desperately looking for a way to stay
i relevant as a rival Kurdish party establishes
¢ dominance inside Syria, hopes to use the

¢ NC as a platform to boost its international
i credentials.

i KNC’s motivations

i The KNC famously stormed out of an

i opposition meeting in Cairo in 2012 when

¢ Arab participants refused to use the term

i “Kurdish Nation” in the meeting’s final sta-
! tement. Subsequent negotiations between

¢ the two hit dead ends over disagreements

¢ regarding Kurdish autonomy and symbolic

i wording details. Now, the Kurdish group

i has changed its course, opting to formally

i join the opposition. Yet little has changed

i since the Cairo meeting in terms of the

i KNC's relationship with Syrian opposition

i leaders, and the latter’s willingness to

i concede to Kurdish demands for decentrali-
zation.

i The Kurdish coalition’s decision to join the
¢ opposition was not a result of a change of
! heart on either side. Rather, it was promp-

i ted by a growing need for the KNC to find
! ways to compete with its increasingly

¢ powerful Syrian Kurdish rival, the Partiya

i Yeketiya Demokratiya (PYD).

i In the past two years, the PYD has grown
i from being a relatively unknown party in

¢ Syria to becoming the most powerful

¢ Kurdish political and military force inside
¢ the country. It has pulled off masterful

i diplomatic acrobatics, balancing opportu-
i nistic relationships with elements of both

i the regime and the opposition based in

Kurdish fighter in Syria

Syria, and has asserted military control of
key Kurdish cities. The party recently gai-
ned newfound popularity, earning the role
of “protector of the Kurds” in its latest bat-
tles with extremist Sunni groups. In some
cases, it has even outperformed the Free
Syrian Army (FSA). While ISIS has made
alarming gains against FSA-aligned groups
in Azaz and other parts of Syria, the PYD
has successfully ousted the jihadist group
from some Kurdish villages.

Meanwhile, the KNC has proven unable to
compete, despite significant financial,
diplomatic and even military support from
its Iraqi Kurdish patrons. The Kurdistan
Democratic Party (KDP), an Iraqi Kurdish
party led by Massoud Barzani, has trained
a number of Syrian Kurdish army defectors
that could serve as the military wing of
KDP-friendly parties within the KNC. Yet
KDP-trained Syrian Kurds remain based in
Iraqi Kurdistan, unable to move into Syria
where they could face PYD retaliation. The
PYD has explicitly threatened that it would
reject the arrival of an external Kurdish
armed force.

Unable to take on the PYD inside Syria,
the KNC is trying its hand in the interna-
tional arena. The KNC'’s decision to join
the NC is a play on its only viable card
against the PYD - the bid to gain interna-
tional legitimacy. The PYD is a sister party
of the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK),
which is considered a terrorist organization
by the U.S. and Turkey. These links pre-
clude it from establishing working relations
with powerful Western nations, and with
the Western, and especially Turkish-backed
NC. PYD leader Saleh Muslim declared
that he does “not accept” the KNC'’s deci-
sion to join the NC, and the party’s armed
wing went further, implying that the NC,
and therefore the KNC, supports anti-
Kurdish extremist Sunni groups.

Though the PYD has some representatives
based in Europe, it has not, like the KNC,
enjoyed official invitations to Washington
and NC courtship. Joining the Syrian
opposition gives the KNC access to inter-
national donor money, and a global politi-
cal platform that the PYD cannot compete
with. Yet, it is unlikely to boost the KNC'’s
ability to play a role inside Syria, especially
given that the NC itself has weak ties to
groups working inside the country.

The NC’s motivations

The NC has long been desperate for a
significant minority bloc to join its ranks,
as one of the most common criticisms it
faces, especially from Western nations that
fund the coalition, is that it is too Arab-
and Sunni-dominated. The KNC’s new
membership may therefore boost the NC’s
legitimacy in the eyes of international
backers, and possibly draw in more foreign
donor money. Yet it is unlikely to improve
the NC’s standing among Kurds in Syria,
especially given the PYD’s hostility towards :
the NC. Given the KNC’s inability to com- i
pete with the PYD on the ground, it is unli- i
kely to be able to act as a vehicle for NC H
influence in Kurdish parts of the country.

Moreover, the KNC-NC agreement addres-
sed mostly symbolic points of contention,
postponing the wrangling over the most
divisive issues at the heart of mistrust bet-
ween the Kurdish and Arab communities.
While the deal affords a KNC leader the
position of third vice president in the NC,
and drops the “Arab” from the official
name of the country, the Syrian Arab
Republic, it did not outline an agreed-upon
understanding of decentralization. The
KNC seeks decentralization, though it has
only vaguely defined the extent to which
this would imply Kurdish autonomy, and
the NC is careful to insist on the territorial
integrity of Syria. Trust between the two
sides has been severely damaged by suspi-
cions among the Arab community that
Kurds are merely waiting for an opportu-
nity to secede, and beliefs among the
Kurdish community that Arabs aim to sup-
press their political rights. The symbolic
concessions outlined in the KNC-NC
agreement do little to resolve this mistrust.

Consequences

The KNC'’s decision to join the NC is a
way for both sides to boost their internatio-
nal legitimacy, but is unlikely to have a
practical impact on Arab-Kurdish relations
inside Syria. Neither group has strong
enough links to players inside Syria to
achieve this result. The union is in line
with the NC’s trend of drawing in groups
and individuals that are disconnected to the :
decision-making activists and armed groups :
working inside the country. H
“It’s symbolic, and it’s way too late,” said

Syrian journalist Sirwan Kajjo. “The PYD
has already determined how the newly >
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i > established Syrian Kurdistan will be.

¢ For the NC, the KNC is the best example
{ to gain more popular support inside

i Syria. But they’re not aware of the fact

i that the KNC has lost a lot of its popula-
¢ rity within Kurdish Syria.”

It would be fallacious to conclude that the
i Kurds have committed to the Syrian

opposition. A fragmented coalition of
Kurdish parties, periodically on the verge
of collapse and politically and militarily
irrelevant inside Syria, joining a disjoin-
ted Syrian opposition umbrella group
based in exile, is at most a precarious
start to making the Syrian opposition a
more legitimate representative of the anti-
regime movement in Syria.

Yet if the NC and the KNC gradually
improve their ties to groups working on
the ground, they may eventually be able
to play a role in reconciling the deep grie-
vances and mistrust between Arabs and
Kurds that have taken root since the
conflict started two years ago. &

September 24,2013

Iraq Kurds dream of
independence but
differ on details

By Prashant Rao

ARBIL, Iraq (AFP) — Voters in Irag's Kurdish
region may have had differing views at the
ballot box during weekend polls, but there is
one dream which unites virtually all of them: an
independent state.

Behind that dream, however, Iragi Kurds and
their leaders differ on key issues related to state-
hood, their future within a unified Iraq, and ties
with Kurdish populations in neighbouring coun-
tries, all of which are likely to confront the regional
parliament as it embarks on a new term.

In particular, voters and the ruling elite appear
to disagree on the main upcoming issue: as the
three-province autonomous region becomes
increasingly economically free of the central
government, whether full-fledged independence is
in the offing.

"The Kurdish dream of independence is
always there, we have a fundamental right to that,
but we are hoping that Iraq will succeed as a
democratic nation," said Barham Saleh, a former
Kurdish regional prime minister who also spent
time as the deputy premier in Iraq's federal
government.

"The issue of identity is very important, it is a
very emotional issue," he continued.

" am proud of my Kurdish heritage and iden-

tity. | very much would like to see an Iraqi state
that is democratic -- genuinely democratic -- res-
pectful of individual liberties, that makes us all
proud to be Iragis.

"This Iraq is yet to be realised."

On the streets of regional capital Arbil, howe-
ver, views towards Baghdad are often much stron-
ger.

"My relationship is with Kurds, all Kurds, whe-
rever they are," said Mohsen Ali, a 57-year-old for-
mer fighter with Saleh's own party of ex-rebels, the
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan.

Clad in traditional Kurdish garb and sat at a
cafe in one of the city's oldest districts, Ali added:
" want to cut ties with the centre. | want to be free,
on our own, not connected to anywhere else."

"We, the Kurds of Syria, the Kurds of Turkey,
the Kurds of Iran, the Kurds of Irag, want ... to be
free -- one free country."

Kurds make up significant minority groups in
Iraq, Turkey, Syria and Iran but have historically
faced hostility from those countries' governments.

In Iraq, in particular, Kurdish rebels battled the
Baghdad government for decades and suffered
from often-brutal repression, notably during the
Anfal campaign and the Halabja chemical attack,
which remains the deadliest gassing of civilians
ever.

Since 1991, however, they have largely run

Kurdish boys cycle
across a street in the
northern Iraqi city of
Sulaimaniyah, on
September 18, 2013.
Voters in Iraq’s Kurdish
region may have had
differing views at the
ballot box during week-
end polls, but there is
one dream which unites
virtually all of them: an
independent state.
(AFP/File)

their own affairs, and now operate an autonomous
region that passes its own laws, has its own secu-
rity forces, and runs its own visa and foreign
investment regimes.

As a result, younger Kurds often have little to
do with their Arab countrymen -- fewer speak
Arabic than older generations, and have the option
of exclusively Kurdish satellite television channels
and news outlets.

And while much of the Arab-dominated parts
of Iraq suffer from regular, and indeed worsening,
violence, residents of Kurdistan enjoy relative
safety and stability.

"We were second-class citizens," said
Mohammed Saleh, an architect who studied at the
University of Baghdad until 1979 but, like many of
fellow Kurds, expressed a desire for indepen-
dence.

"The people here do not like to be Iraqi, or feel
like real members of the country."

He added: "We have a federal government,
but there is no relationship between us and them."

But many are not optimistic for independence,
noting that an Iraqi Kurdish declaration of state-
hood would raise alarm in the region, worsening
what have largely been improving ties between
Arbil and neighbouring states.

"Everyone -- everyone -- in his heart, or her
heart, feels that an independent Kurdistan is our
right," said Asos Hardi, a journalist and analyst
based in Sulaimaniyah, the region's second-big-
gest city.

"But ... | think that it would be very hard to
imagine that, for example, in the next 10 years we
would have an independent Kurdistan.

"I hope that we could build a democratic sys-
tem in this area and be supportive of other parts of
Kurdistan -- to the peace process in Turkey, bet-
ween Kurds and the Turkish state, and support as
much as possible the Kurds in Syria and Iran."

And while many Kurds have expressed strong
fraternal links between neighbouring Kurdish
populations, one politician pointed to failed moves
towards pan-Arab statehood in the 20th century as
a guide for Kurds with ambitions for one state.

Laughing while referring to the 22-member
Arab League, Abubakr Ali, a senior member of the
Kurdistan Islamic Union, said: "Even if there will
be independence, there will be four countries.

"And then we will have a league!"

73



Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

SEPTEMBER 26, 2013

Syria’s Many Battlefields: Islamist
Rebels Wage War Against the Kurds

BYPIOTRZALEWSKI . . “
IJ?st Wednesday, when jihadi fighters

rom the Islamic State in Iraq and the
Levant (ISIS) captured Azaz, a Syrian town
barely four miles from the Turkish border,
alarm bells sounded in Ankara, Brussels
and Washington. An al-Qaeda franchise
had just set up shop on NATO’s doorstep.
But that was hardly the only flashpoint
along the fractious Turkey-Syria border.
About 170 miles east, jihadists have been
laying siege to another key border crossing,
Ras al-Ayn, for months.

For much of last week, according to local
residents and opposition sources, fighters
from Jabhat al-Nusra, ISIS, and other
extremist groups — who control areas to
the west and south of Ras al-Ayn — tried to
tighten their stranglehold over the town by
taking over a village just a few miles to its
east. After days of intense clashes with a
Kurdish militia, known as the People’s
Defense Units (YPG), they retreated, leav-
ing behind at least 39 dead, according to
the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights.
The YPG itself claims that the Islamists
may have suffered hundreds of casualties.

For the al-Qaeda linked rebels, Ras al-Ayn
is a major strategic prize. “Nusra wants to
establish an Islamic emirate in [parts of
Syria],” says Salih Muslim, the head of the
Syria-based Democratic Union Party
(PYD), the YPG’s political patron, but to do
so “they need a connection with Turkey,
roads, a way to bring in people and sup-
plies from the outside world into Syria.”
One of the best ways, he says, “is through
the border in Ras al-Ayn.”

The Kurds, estimated to account for about
for about 10 percent of Syria’s population,
or more than 2 million, have largely
remained on the sidelines of Syria’s civil
war, keeping the rebels fighting the regime
of Syrian President Bashar Assad at arm’s
length. Although a group of Kurdish par-
ties recently closed ranks with the Syrian
Coalition, the main Western-backed oppo-
sition outfit, the overall picture remains
muddled. The YPG, the most powerful
Kurdish group on the ground, has repeat-
edly clashed with rebel factions — Free
Syrian Army units and jihadists alike — for
control of several border towns and parts
of Aleppo. The PYD has made it clear,
meanwhile, that it prefers to consolidate its
recent gains in Kurdish-majority areas
than to confront the regime head on. The
Syrian rebels, as well as the Turkish gov-
ernment, have accused it of acting as

A Turkish fighter of the jihadist group
Al-Nusra Front, bearing the flag of Al-
Qaeda on his jacket, holds position
with fellow comrades on April 4, 2013
in the Syrian village of Aziza, on the
southern outskirts of
Aleppo.Guillaume Briquet | AFP /
Getty Images

Assad’s proxy.

Extremist groups have been attempting to
wrest control of Ras al-Ayn from the YPG
since last November, after Syrian authori-
ties abandoned the area. On 17 July, the
Kurdish militia expelled Nusra fighters and
others from the western part of the city,
pushing them to surrounding villages, and
retook control of the border crossing with
Turkey. Clashes on the outskirts of town
have continued, however, with several
hundred dead, mostly on the side of the
extremist rebels.

he fighting, says Abdulhalim Sulaiman

Abdulhalim, a local journalist, has
brought Ras al-Ayn to its knees. “None of
the state institutions are working, the
phones aren’t working, there’s almost no
trade,” he says, speaking via Skype. The
town has always been poor, he says, but the
situation has grown particularly dire since
the clashes began last year. “Everything is
four, five times more expensive. There’s
bread, some of the bakeries are still open,
but there’s no electricity. All the power
lines have been destroyed or cut during the
fighting.” What little power the town gets
comes from fuel-fired generators. In a
town that was home to about 60,000
Kurds, Arabs, and Christians before the
war, “there are maybe 10,000 left,” reckons
Abdulhalim. “They are living at the mini-
mum level.”

The battles are also taking a toll on the
Turkish side of the border. In neighboring
Ceylanpinar, at least four Turkish civilians
have died and dozens more have been

wounded by stray bullets and shrapnel
since July, when the last round of clashes
erupted. Schools are routinely evacuated
and locals often avoid staying outdoors.

According to Ras al-Ayn residents and
Kurdish leaders who spoke with TIME,
Turkey, which has become one of the
staunchest advocates of regime change in
Syria, is partially to blame for the blood-
shed.

Armed Nusra men, says Abdulhalim, rou-
tinely cross into Syria unhindered. A local
resident, Mohammed, contacted by phone,
claimed to have seen videos and photo-
graphs of Nusra fighters killed in the recent
clashes carrying Turkish national IDs.
(According to intelligence reports cited by
a Turkish newspaper, the rebels’ ranks may
in fact contain as many as 500 Turkish cit-
izens. Some of them are said to be former
paramilitaries, so-called village guards,
used by the Ankara government to fight
homegrown Kurdish insurgents.)
According to Salih Muslim, Turkey has
given al Nusra free rein to attack YPG-con-
trolled areas in northeast Syria so as to
contain the rise of Kurdish self-rule in the
region, which could prove contagious for
Turkey’s own 12-15 million-strong Kurdish
population.

urkey once criticized the United States

for labeling Jabhat al-Nusra a terrorist
group, but has since changed tack, recogni-
zing the group as a major menace. Turkish
Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu
recently denounced the Islamist militants,
noting that they did “as much harm to the
just cause of the Syrian opposition as the
regime itself.” Turkey denies having lent
the group any support whatsoever.

With hundreds of rebel groups with oppos-
ing agendas, rival backers and shifting loy-
alties taking on the regime — and one
another — across Syria, it’s become diffi-
cult of late to decipher how many wars are
taking place in the country at once. The
past week has only made things more com-
plicated. Islamist fighters have begun to
confront more moderate rebel factions. A
number of FSA units have closed ranks
with jihadi groups and broken with the
Syrian Coalition, effectively cutting their
lifeline to the West and leaving the
Coalition more isolated than ever. With
new fronts now opening up between the
Kurds and the jihadists, and with tensions
growing between the Kurdish factions
themselves, more infighting may soon be
in store. It will play to the benefit of only
one side — that of Bashar Assad. =
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Has Turkish Foreign
Policy Created a
'Syrian Taliban'?

By: Mete Cubukcu Translated from Radikal (Turkey).

Since the beginning of the Syrian uprising, Turkey has devoted all
its energy toward toppling the regime. Turkey has generously hos-
ted all Syrian military and political opposition and provided them with
logistical support. As a result, Turkey was accused of pursuing a sec-
tarian policy. Yet Turkey still could not achieve its goal because Syria
is “too big” for Turkey to handle. The real game in Syria is not played
by those with imperialist dreams but by genuine imperialists. The
Syrian regime will one day be deposed, but without anyone knowing
what will follow.

Turkey’s Syria policy, which is but a “small fragment of the big game,”
has become one of digging in its heels. While doing everything concei-
vable to change the Bashar al-Assad regime, Turkey is yet to achieve
anything of substance. Ankara, which placed itself in the front ranks to
intervene in Syria following the chemical weapons massacre, again
found itself sidelined with the Russian maneuver and US acquies-
cence, at least for the time being.

While the world has opted to wait out the outcome of the US-Russia
accord, Turkey is having to cope with the disappointment of “turning
back from the gates of Syria.”

Efforts now are focused on how to alleviate this disappointment, the
shooting down of the Syrian helicopter and the narratives that follo-
wed. Our media, as usual, immediately took a bellicose stance,
although promises were made to soften the war rhetoric as part of the
solution to the Kurdish issue. But headlines such as “We hit them,”
“Instant jet response to border violation” and “Assad, here is your reta-
liation,” showed once again that the media’s national reflexes are still
very much alive. Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu raised the bar by
declaring, “When it comes to Turkey's interests, we will raise the uni-
verse.”

What happened was the accumulation of Turkey's anger at not achie-
ving its goal of toppling the Assad regime, the disappointment of the
US and Russia blocking an operation against Syria and missing a
chance to exact revenge for Syria’s shooting down a Turkish F-4 plane
in June 2012. True, Turkey had announced that it will hit Syrian mili-
tary units that violate or even approach Turkish borders. Ankara says
it did what it promised and what we did could be considered normal as
per international norms. But the bitterness in statements and the mood
in newspapers suggest something else.

Borders already violated

Since the beginning of the Syrian uprising and war, Turkey is not
only violating the Syrian border, but is actually organizing the
opposition in Turkey and allowing them to cross into Syria. We even
treat their casualties. While this assistance was primarily for the Free
Syrian Army (FSA) at the outset, it eventually covered all kinds of radi-
cal Islamist groups, especially the al-Qaeda elements that were initially
a part of the FSA before declaring their autonomy. Turkey did not take
a stand against these groups and they are now out of control. The true
makeup of the FSA is now a bit obscure. According to comments from
the West, “Turkey has a role in radical Islamists, such as Jabhat al-
Nusra, dominating north Syria.”

The shooting down of our F-4 was a turning point. Until that time the
Syrian army was in control of the north. After Turkey announced that it
would fire on Syrian units that approach the border, the Syrian army
evacuated the north. A de facto buffer zone came into being, allowing
the opposition to easily take control of the region. Some border cros-

[Flags of the al-Qaeda linked Islamic State of Iraq and the
Levant are hung on The Martyrs Church in Raqqa city cen-
ter, Sept. 27, 2013. The group removed crosses from The
Martyrs Church in Raqqa and hoisted their flags, activists
say. (photo by REUTERS/Stringer)]

sings were taken over by the opposition and some by Islamists. In
other words, the opposition indirectly benefited from Turkey’s rules of
engagement. Since that day, al-Qaeda-affiliated foreign fighters have
been pouring into Syria from Turkish and Iragi borders. An appropriate
analogy could be that the “south of the Turkish border has become
Pakistan’s Peshawar, where the Taliban reigns.”

These Islamist organizations, which seek to enforce Sharia, may be on
the terror lists of many countries, but Turkey still calls them merely
“extremists.” The British newspaper the Daily Telegraph wrote that
there are about 100,000 anti-opposition fighters in Syria, of which
10,000 adhere to al-Qaeda’s ideology and another 30,000-35,000 are
radical Islamists.

There are 30,000 more with more moderate groups with Islamic cha-
racter. The secularists or pure nationalist groups who were at the
spearhead of the uprising are now but a small minority.

'The day after'

he FSA, which is made up of mainly Syrian soldiers who deserted

the army, does not have its earlier strength. In recent times, wea-
pons sent to the FSA have ended up with organizations like Jabhat al-
Nusra. The Kurdish Democratic Union Party (PYD) — considered to
be part of the opposition — has a different structure. It is the only orga-
nization that can cope with radical Islamist groups in Rojava. Moreover
it is a rare secular organization that is fighting for the dream of a diffe-
rent Syria. The West’s reluctance, which annoys Turkey, is about not
knowing what is going to happen a day later. There is a syndrome of
“the day after.” If the current situation persists, obviously radical
Islamist groups will dominate the region, except in Rojava [Syrian
Kurdistan].

American hesitancy in Syria has to be attributed to existence of groups
like Jabhat al-Nusra and the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS).
They expect the FSA to clean out these organizations. In recent days
and for the first time, there have been clashes between the FSA and
al-Qaeda-affiliated groups, which could well be an important turning
point. Turkey may claim “we mobilized the FSA,” but the real actor is
the United States because Turkey is yet to show its clear position
about the radical groups. It won’t be easy to eradicate al-Qaeda-affilia-
ted groups at all once. The situation is not dangerous only for Syria but
also for Turkey and the region.

It seems that the only country that doesn’t calculate the ramifications
of the situation is Turkey, even though what happens in Syria today
has the potential of affecting Turkey for years to come. ¢
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PUK Falls to Third
Place In Iraqi
Kurdistan Elections

By: Mushreq Abbas for Al-Monitor Iraq Pulse

he Iragi election commission decided to postpone declaring the

election results in Iragi Kurdistan because fraud accusations were
made by the oppositionist Movement for Change against its adversa-
ries — the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), led by Iragi President
Jalal Talabani, and the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP), led by
Kurdistan Region of Iraq President Massoud Barzani.
Despite that, preliminary electoral results pointed to a new political map
in the Kurdistan Region of Irag, which is trying to present a successful
economic model compared to the rest of Iraq.

The preliminary figures cited by the parties, observers and independent
organizations were based on polling station counts. The results sho-
wed the KDP in first place with 37.4% of the vote, which would give the
party about a third of the total seats. Parliament is comprised of 111
seats, in addition to the 11 seats reserved for non-Kurdish minorities,
which have traditionally been close to Barzani.

The KDP’s main ally, Talabani’s PUK, slipped to third place with 16.6%
of the vote. The Movement for Change came in second place with
24.7%, followed by the Kurdistan Islamic Union with 9.8 %, the Islamic
Group with 6.1%, al-Haraka al-Islamiyya with 1.2% and 4.2% for the
other parties.

These figures are subject to change. A source from the Electoral
Commission in Erbil told Al-Monitor that approximately 40% of the
150,000 votes of the security forces and of the Iragi Kurdistan guard —
the Peshmerga — will go to Barzani’s party.

The official results are expected to be announced on Sept. 30, but the
overall standings are not expected to be affected, prompting some
within the PUK — including the deputy head of the party, Barham Salih
— to recognize the party’s decline. He said, “The loss is harsh, but
denying the people’s will would be shameful,” in reference to accusa-
tions by the Movement for Change that the PUK and the KDP are trying
to rig the results.

The proposed scenarios for the alliances that would form the Kurdistan
government had surfaced before the election results were announced.
The KDP has declared its wish to form an alliance with the PUK and
the Islamic Union to form a government, while keeping the Movement
for Change in the opposition, according to KDP General Secretary
Fadel Mirani.

ut such a scenario — which maintains the strategic alliance bet-

ween the KDP and the PUK — will be done according to different
conditions than before, when the premiership was equally divided bet-
ween the two parties, with each party controlling that post for two years.
Moreover, the election results may result in the PUK losing the presi-
dency of the Republic of Iraq in favor of Barzani, who would then
control the keys to politics in both Erbil and Baghdad.
However, the new strong horse on the Kurdish political scene, head of
the Movement for Change Nawshirwan Mustafa, is closely watching
what will happen to his former party, the PUK, in the absence of its his-
toric leader Talabani.

Sources in Sulaimaniyah — the stronghold of the two parties — told Al-
Monitor about side discussions going on, to unite the PUK and the
Movement for Change because that may give them enough parliamen-
tary seats to form a government with Islamist parties.

Despite the difficulty of this option, it is being considered even within
the PUK, which cannot compensate for its electoral loss and enter into
an alliance that ensures its interests in Baghdad and Erbil without pres-
suring Barzani by implicitly threatening an alliance with Mustafa, who

Employees of the Independent High Electoral
Commission count ballots during regional parliamen-
tary elections in Erbil, the capital of the autonomous
Kurdistan Region of Iraq, Sept. 21, 2013. (photo by
REUTERS/Thaier Al-Sudani)

was a founding member of the KDP but had poor relations with
Barzani.

The PUK’s room for maneuver will not be significant as long as its lea-
der is absent. There are several power centers in the PUK squabbling
for the party’s top position. Barzani has other choices in case he is
pressed too much. He could ally with the Movement for Change and
keep the PUK in the opposition.

The intra-Kurdish balances saw a lot of unrest in the 1990s, when there
was a civil war between Talabani and Barzani. That war resulted in two
different and independent administrations in Erbil and Sulaimaniyah.

hings stabilized only after the political change in Iraq in 2003, when

the Iraqgi political process allowed for redistributing the roles bet-
ween the two historic Kurdish leaders. Talabani became Iraqg’s presi-
dent, while Barzani governed the Kurdistan region. That role distribu-
tion was the main reason behind the strategic alliance between the two
parties after their long dispute.
The elections in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq are important, because
they allow the power balance to be measured. Barzani — the biggest
winner — knows more than anyone that political calculations are more
important than the number of parliamentary seats, especially at this his-
torically sensitive stage for the region’s Kurds. So, Barzani is likely to
maintain his alliance with the PUK and the party’s unity, to overcome
the post-Talabani crisis.

Despite the media’s focus on Talabani’s party, about its fate in light of
the electoral results, about its ability to form a unified strategy for the
next stage and about the PUK’s insistence of hanging on to Talabani’s
symbolism while neglecting to work on clear mechanism to deal with
the future, the elections imposed a reality that cannot be ignored. The
strength of the new Movement for Change lies in its internal unity and
clarity of leadership, in the fact that it presented an anti-corruption
reformist political program and in its exploitation of the emotional
memories of the competitive relationship between Sulaimaniyah and
Erbil.

It is noteworthy that the Kurdish elections were not affected by the poli-
tical changes in the region, particularly in terms of the Islamist parties’
popularities. Many observers erroneously predicted that Kurdish
Islamist parties will see their support grow in light of the rise of Islamist
forces in the region. The fact that this did not happen indicates that
Kurdish nationalism is still a fundamental factor in the Kurdish popular
mood. &

Mushreq Abbas is a contributing writer for Al-Monitor’s Iraq Pulse. He
has been managing editor of Al-Hayat'’s Iraq bureau since 2005 and
has written studies and articles on Iraqi crises for domestic and inter-
national publication.
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Les Kurdes irakiens élisent leur
Parlement, tensions avec Bagdad

RBIL (Irak), 21 sept 2013 (AFP)

— Les Kurdes irakiens ont voté
samedi pour élire leur Parlement régional
sur fond de tensions avec le gouvernement
fédéral a Bagdad et de combats en Syrie
entre Kurdes et jihadistes.

Ces élections interviennent a un
moment ou la question de la "nation"
kurde revient sur le devant de la scéne a
la lumiere notamment de la perte par le
pouvoir de Damas du contrdle sur les
régions kurdes du nord de la Syrie.

Il s'agit des premieres élections au
Kurdistan irakien depuis quatre ans, et
des diplomates et des observateurs ont
estimé que le vote s'était déroulé sans
incident notable.

Quelque 2,8 millions de personnes
étaient appelées a élire une assemblée qui
adopte ses propres lois. Les opérations de
comptage de voix ont commencé peu
apres la fermeture des bureaux de vote a
17Hoo (14Hoo GMT).

L'ONU a salué dans un communiqué
le déroulement "sans entrave" du scrutin
et le taux de participation important qui
s'éleve a pres de 74%, selon les autorités.
Les premiers résultats sont attendus dans
les jours prochains.

Le représentant des Nations Unies en
Irak, Gyorgy Busztin, s'est félicité de la
bonne tenue des élections et notamment
"du fort taux de participation et de la
nature pacifique et de la non-violence du
scrutin”.

Trois principaux partis se disputaient
les 111 siéges du parlement: le Parti
démocratique du Kurdistan (PDK) du
président régional Massoud Barzani,
1'Union patriotique du Kurdistan (UPK),
que dirige Jalal Talabani, également pré-
sident de I'Trak, et la liste d'opposition
Goran.

Un couple de Kurdes irakiens a voté
aux législatives, le 21 septembre 2013
a Erbil

Des Kurdes irakiens comptent les bul-
letins de vote a Erbil le 21
septembre 2013

Des rassemblements de cette liste ont
été attaqués pendant la campagne électo-
rale, et une personne a été tuée.

Le PDK, qui gouverne actuellement
avec 1'UPK, devrait remporter le plus
grand nombre de siéges au Parlement,
sans pour autant avoir une majorité abso-
lue.

L'UPK, dont le chef Jalal Talabani,
victime d'une attaque cérébrale, est
absent de la scéne politique depuis plus
de neuf mois, pourrait faire les frais d'une
percée de la liste Goran.

Les électeurs, souvent vétus d'habits
traditionnels portés tout spécialement
pour l'occasion, affluaient en matinée
dans les bureaux de vote.

Parmi les thémes abordés pendant la
campagne électorale figurent notamment
la lutte contre la corruption,
I'amélioration des services publics, et
l'usage qui doit étre fait des revenus tirés
du pétrole.

"Notre principal probleme (...) est
économique"”, expliquait Mohammed
Saleh, un architecte de 54 ans.

Selon lui, "le cofit de la vie est élevé et
les gens ont besoin de plus d'argent. Le
nouveau parlement doit mettre en oeuvre
un programme pour régler ca".

"Cela fait 20 ans que notre gouverne-
ment tente d'améliorer les services
publics dans les villes et méme dans les
villages. Mais notre pays est en ruine, il a
été détruit. Il a besoin d'étre reconstruit",
conclut-il, en parlant de I'héritage laissé
par le régime de Saddam Hussein.

VELLEITES INDEPENDANTISTES
Ces élections ont également eu lieu
sur fond de velléités indépendantistes, les
trois provinces du Kurdistan se démar-
quant de plus en plus du gouvernement

fédéral en raison de nombreuses dis-
putes.

Cette région riche en pétrole cherche
a construire un oléoduc pour relier direc-
tement son territoire aux marchés étran-
gers. En attendant, la région autonome
exporte du pétrole brut par camions vers
la Turquie voisine, et a signé des accords
de coopération avec des firmes étran-
geres, telles Exxon Mobil et Total.

Elle profite également d'un essor éco-
nomique bien supérieur au reste du pays,
qu'encourage un bon climat sécuritaire,
pour faire appel aux investisseurs étran-
gers.

Ceci provoque l'ire de Bagdad, qui
estime que les exportations de pétrole par
camions constituent de la contrebande et
que les contrats passés avec des pétroliers
étrangers sans l'accord du ministére fédé-
ral sont illégaux.

Kurdistan et Etat fédéral sont égale-
ment a couteaux tirés sur la question de
la souveraineté de la région de Kirkouk,
elle aussi riche en pétrole, que les Kurdes
voudraient incorporer a leur territoire.

La région est également touchée par
le conflit en Syrie, des dizaines de milliers
de Kurdes syriens ayant récemment
trouvé refuge au Kurdistan irakien voisin,
aprés des heurts entre Kurdes et jiha-
distes opposés au régime de Damas.

M. Barzani, s'inquiétant du sort des
Kurdes en Syrie, avait méme brandi le
mois dernier la menace d'une interven-
tion de ses propres forces armées dans le
conflit pour les protéger. Mais son gou-
vernement a ensuite tempéré ses propos
laissant entendre qu'une intervention ne
serait pas nécessairement militaire.

Les autorités du Kurdistan affirment
que leurs concitoyens bénéficient de plus
de libertés que dans le reste de 1'Irak,
mais font elles-mémes I'objet de critiques
pour abus de pouvoir.

"Aujourd'hui est un jour historique
dans l'histoire du peuple kurde", a estimé
le Premier ministre régional Nechirvan
Barzani apres avoir voté.

"Nous avons fait un nouveau pas dans
la région pour consolider la démocratie",
a ajouté le neveu du président. ¢
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OPINION

Imagining a Remapped Middle East

By ROBIN WRIGHT

HE map of the modern Middle East, a political and eco-

nomic pivot in the international order, is in tatters. Syria’s

ruinous war is the turning point. But the centrifugal forces of rival

beliefs, tribes and ethnicities — empowered by unintended conse-

quences of the Arab Spring — are also pulling apart a region defi-

ned by European colonial powers a century ago and defended by
Arab autocrats ever since.

A different map would be a strategic game changer for just
about everybody, potentially reconfiguring alliances, security chal-
lenges, trade and energy flows for much of the world, too.

Syria’s prime location and muscle make it the strategic center
of the Middle East. But it is a complex country, rich in religious
and ethnic variety, and therefore fragile. After independence, Syria
reeled from more than a half-dozen coups between 1949 and 1970,
when the Assad dynasty seized full control. Now, after 30 months
of bloodletting, diversity has turned deadly, killing both people and
country. Syria has crumbled into three identifiable regions, each
with its own flag and security forces. A different future is taking
shape: a narrow statelet along a corridor from the south through
Damascus, Homs and Hama to the northern Mediterranean coast
controlled by the Assads’ minority Alawite sect. In the north, a
small Kurdistan, largely autonomous since mid-2012. The biggest
chunk is the Sunni-dominated heartland.

Syria’s unraveling would set precedents for the region, begin-
ning next door. Until now, Iraq resisted falling apart because of
foreign pressure, regional fear of going it alone and oil wealth that
bought loyalty, at least on paper. But Syria is now sucking Iraq into
its maelstrom.

“The battlefields are merging,” the United Nations envoy
Martin Kobler told the Security Council in July. “Iraq is the fault
line between the Shia and the Sunni world and everything which
happens in Syria, of course, has repercussions on the political land-
scape in Iraq.”

Over time, Iraq’s Sunni minority — notably in western Anbar
Province, site of anti-government protests — may feel more com-
monality with eastern Syria’s Sunni majority. Tribal ties and smug-
gling span the border. Together, they could form a de facto or for-
mal Sunnistan. Iraq’s south would effectively become Shiitestan,
although separation is not likely to be that neat.

The dominant political parties in the two Kurdish regions of
Syria and Iraq have longstanding differences, but when the border
opened in August, more than 50,000 Syrian Kurds fled to Iraqi
Kurdistan, creating new cross-border communities. Massoud
Barzani, president of Iraqi Kurdistan, has also announced plans for
the first summit meeting of 600 Kurds from some 40 parties in
Iraq, Syria, Turkey and Iran this fall.

“We feel that conditions are now appropriate,” said Kamal
Kirkuki, the former speaker of Iraq’s Kurdish Parliament, about
trying to mobilize disparate Kurds to discuss their future.

Outsiders have long gamed the Middle East: What if the
Ottoman Empire hadn’t been divvied up by outsiders after World
War I? Or the map reflected geographic realities or identities?
Reconfigured maps infuriated Arabs who suspected foreign plots
to divide and weaken them all over again.

I had never been a map gamer. I lived in Lebanon during the
15-year civil war and thought it could survive splits among 18
sects. [ also didn’t think Iraq would splinter during its nastiest figh-
ting in 2006-7. But twin triggers changed my thinking.

The Arab Spring was the kindling. Arabs not only wanted to
oust dictators, they wanted power decentralized to reflect local
identity or rights to resources. Syria then set the match to itself and
conventional wisdom about geography.

New borders may be drawn in disparate, and potentially chao-

tic, ways. Countries could unravel through phases of federation,
soft partition or autonomy, ending in geographic divorce.

Libya’s uprising was partly against the rule of Col. Muammar
el-Qaddafi. But it also reflected Benghazi’s quest to separate from
domineering Tripoli. Tribes differ. Tripolitanians look to the
Maghreb, or western Islamic world, while Cyrenaicans look to the
Mashriq, or eastern Islamic world. Plus, the capital hogs oil reve-
nues, even though the east supplies 80 percent of it.

So Libya could devolve into two or even three pieces. The
Cyrenaica National Council in eastern Libya declared autonomy in
June. Southern Fezzan also has separate tribal and geographic
identities. More Sahelian than North African in culture, tribes and
identity, it could split off too.

Other states lacking a sense of common good or identity, the
political glue, are vulnerable, particularly budding democracies
straining to accommodate disparate constituencies with new
expectations.

After ousting its longtime dictator, Yemen launched a fitful
National Dialogue in March to hash out a new order. But in a coun-
try long rived by a northern rebellion and southern separatists,
enduring success may depend on embracing the idea of federation
— and promises to let the south vote on secession.

A new map might get even more intriguing. Arabs are abuzz
about part of South Yemen’s eventually merging with Saudi
Arabia. Most southerners are Sunni, as is most of Saudi Arabia;
many have family in the kingdom. The poorest Arabs, Yemenis
could benefit from Saudi riches. In turn, Saudis would gain access
to the Arabian Sea for trade, diminishing dependence on the
Persian Gulf and fear of Iran’s virtual control over the Strait of
Hormuz.

The most fantastical ideas involve the Balkanization of Saudi
Arabia, already in the third iteration of a country that merged rival
tribes by force under rigid Wahhabi Islam. The kingdom seems
physically secured in glass high-rises and eight-lane highways, but
it still has disparate cultures, distinct tribal identities and tensions
between a Sunni majority and a Shiite minority, notably in the oil-
rich east.

Social strains are deepening from rampant corruption and
about 30 percent youth unemployment in a self-indulgent country
that may have to import oil in two decades. As the monarchy
moves to a new generation, the House of Saud will almost have to
create a new ruling family from thousands of princes, a contentious
process.

Other changes may be de facto. City-states — oases of multi-
ple identities like Baghdad, well-armed enclaves like Misurata,
Libya’s third largest city, or homogeneous zones like Jabal =
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= al-Druze in southern Syria — might make a comeback, even if
technically inside countries.

A century after the British adventurer-cum-diplomat Sir Mark
Sykes and the French envoy Francois Georges-Picot carved up the
region, nationalism is rooted in varying degrees in countries ini-
tially defined by imperial tastes and trade rather than logic. The
question now is whether nationalism is stronger than older sources
of identity during conflict or tough transitions.

Syrians like to claim that nationalism will prevail whenever the
war ends. The problem is that Syria now has multiple nationalisms.
“Cleansing” is a growing problem. And guns exacerbate diffe-
rences. Sectarian strife generally is now territorializing the split

between Sunnis and Shiites in ways not seen in the modern Middle
East.

But other factors could keep the Middle East from fraying —
good governance, decent services and security, fair justice, jobs
and equitably shared resources, or even a common enemy.
Countries are effectively mini-alliances. But those factors seem far
off in the Arab world. And the longer Syria’s war rages on, the
greater the instability and dangers for the whole region.

Robin Wright is the author of “Rock the Casbah: Rage and
Rebellion Across the Islamic World” and a distinguished scholar at
the United States Institute of Peace and the Wilson Center.
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Mixed Reaction to Latest Results

rudaw.net

RBIL, Kurdistan Region —

Political parties in the autono-
mous Kurdistan Region have
expressed mixed reactions to the
latest results from this month’s
parliamentary vote, with two
opposition parties saying the tally
does not sound right.

The head of the Election
Commission in Erbil, Serbast
Amedi, gave reporters the latest
results on Saturday, saying 95
percent of the votes had been
counted.

The count placed the heavy-
weight Kurdistan Democratic
Party (KDP) in first place, the
opposition Change Movement
(Gorran) second, the Patriotic
Union of Kurdistan (PUK) trai-
ling third and two smaller Islamic
parties coming fourth and fifth.

According to Amedi the KDP
had received some 719,000 votes,
Gorran’s share was 446,000 and
PUK received close to 324,000
votes.

The KDP was quick to
congratulate its supporters for a
“resounding victory.”

“We owe this victory to our
people,” read a KDP statement on
Saturday. “And through providing
better public services, expanding
the freedoms and participation in
the political process we will try to
pay back that debt,” it vowed.

On the website of its main
bureau in Sulaimani, PUK spo-
kesman Azad Jundiani said:
“Despite our reservations and

from Kurdistan Polls

The head of the Election Commission in Erbil, Serbast Amedi,
gave reporters the latest results on Saturday, saying 95 per-
cent of the votes had been counted.

complaints, we respect the demo-
cratic decision and will of our
people,”

He added that, “Kurdistan’s
political situation has stepped into
the stage of negotiations among
the parties for deciding the
region’s future political process
and government.”

Jundiani said that the PUK —
the KDP’s ruling partner in the
Kurdistan Regional Government
(KRG) -- will responsibly play its
role in the next parliament.

Recent statements by senior
PUK officials demonstrate that
the PUK has come to terms with
the outcome of the elections and
its true standing among all other
groups.

“A dialogue and exchange of
opinions would include all parties
that ran in the elections and have

won seats in parliament,” said
Jundiani.

The PUK was trounced at the
polls by Gorran, which was for-
med in 2009 by a breakaway fac-
tion.

Aram Sheikh Muhammad,
Gorran’s election commissioner,
told his party’s mouthpiece web-
site, sbeiy, that it is too soon “to
accept the election results.”

Muhammad said that many of
Gorran’s votes are still unaccoun-
ted for and that, “We will pursue
until we have retrieved every sin-
gle one of our votes.”

According to the Election
Commission results from the
September 21 polls Gorran has
won 23.7 percent of the votes,
giving it 24 seats — one short of
the number of seats Gorran holds
in the current 111-seat assembly.

“We still have time to com-
pare the figures released by the
election commission to what we
have heard through our own
sources,” said Muhammad.

Meanwhile Irfan Abdulaziz,
leader of the Islamic Movement
of Kurdistan, told a press confe-
rence that he believed the ballots
“had been tampered with.” He
said the IMK will complain to the
Election Commission.

“The results released by the
commission do not match the
figures we received from our
representatives,” said Abdulaziz.
“We believe the ballots have been
tampered with, but we don’t quite
know in whose interest.”

The IMK, which used to be
the third-strongest party in the
Kurdistan Region in the 1990s --
parallel to the PUK and KDP --
lost its stature after several inter-
nal splits later that decade.

According to Saturday’s
results the group has lost one of
the only two seats it held in the
Kurdish parliament.

Also on Saturday, Erbil police
chief Abdulkhaiq Talaat warned
that celebratory fire related to the
elections results would not be
tolerated, and that offenders
would be prosecuted.

Last week, after an early
count was released, several peo-
ple were killed in Erbil,
Sulaimani and Garmiyan by stray
bullets and celebratory fire. m
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Cultural pride, and unlikely guests, at
Kurdish Jewish festival

Muslim visitors travel from Syria and Iraq to join their brethren at the annual Saharane celebration

in Jerusalem

By Lazar Berman
www.timesofisrael.com

t started with the sound of drums. Lorin
Darwish, a Syrian Kurd born in Qamishli,

stepped out of the parking garage. She could feel
the percussion in her stomach as she started wal-
king down the hill. The whine of the familiar
shawm instrument swirled around her ears as she
stepped onto the valley’s green lawn. Moments
later, she was walking through a crowd of musta-
chioed men, some decked out in flowing pants
and turbans, chatting excitedly in Aramaic and
Kurdish as women tended to meat on the grills set
up around the park.

But Lorin wasn’t heading through Qamishli, or
any other part of historic Kurdistan, divided today
between Syria, Iran, Irag, and Turkey. She was in
Jerusalem’s Sacher Park, below the ridge on
which the Knesset and Supreme Court sit, atten-
ding her first Saharane festival.

Saharane is the annual Kurdish Jewish holi-
day, now celebrated during Sukkot, when the
ancient community gathers to sing, dance, eat,
and trade stories from the old country in their tra-
ditional Aramaic tongue.

Last Sunday, Israel’s Kurds marked Saharane
in Israel’s capital. Over 13,000 Israeli Kurds atten-
ded this year, according to Yehuda Ben Yosef, lea-
der of the community in Israel. Smaller Saharane
events were also subsequently held in Yokneam,
Mevasseret Zion, and Yardena.

Jews in Kurdistan historically marked the
beginning of spring with the Saharane festival,
while at the same time their Muslim neighbors
celebrated the Newroz holiday. They would head
to the river banks and host mass picnics, complete
with traditional garb and music competitions.

When the community emigrated to Israel in
the early 1950s, they continued to celebrate

Saharane during the intermediate days of
Passover. However, the relatively small commu-
nity felt their holiday was in danger of being swal-
lowed up by Mimouna, the post-Passover holiday
of the much larger Moroccan community. Ben
Yosef’s uncle, Aviv Shimoni, the leader of the com-
munity at the time, decided to move the celebra-
tion to Sukkot in 1975. Unfortunately, this discon-
nected Saharane from its roots as a celebration of
the blossoming of nature after a cold winter.

‘WE FEEL WE ARE PART OF ISRAEL’
As ties deepen between Kurds in Israel and
those in the Kurdish heartland, more Muslim

Kurds are making their way to Israel to visit their
former neighbors.

Kurdish Jews celebrate the 2013
Saharane festival in Jerusalem (photo
credit: courtesy/Hemi Itz)

Darwish, whose extended family is still in war-
torn Syria, came to Israel from the Netherlands
especially for the festival. She found Ben-Yosef
online, and contacted him before her trip.

“Yehuda is a special person,” she said. “l don’t
feel that | was a guest. | feel directly that | was
home. This feeling is not easy to get from everyw-
here. Because | know he’s a Kurd, I'm a Kurd — |
cannot explain it.”

It was Darwish’s second visit to Israel. She
also came in July with three Kurdish friends living
in Sweden, but seeing the Israeli community
gather left a powerful impression on her.

“I was walking from the parking garage to the
park, | heard the music and | said, ‘Wow, it is so
beautiful to hear the Kurdish music,” she recalled.

“The Kurdish people you know are in four
lands, and you go to Israel, a country like Israel —
a powerful country, a big country — and you see
Kurdish people there, and they are powerful, it
makes you very very happy. | thought | will go and
see old people, but | saw young people dancing,
singing, it was really great.”

Seeing an immigrant Kurdish community
thrive was especially exciting for Darwish.

“Before | came to Israel, | thought, no, nobody
helps us, no one gives us anything. But now that |
was there, and | saw the people, | say why not,
these people are Kurdish, and they are strong,
and they get help from Israel. And | think that bet-
ween Kurdistan and lIsrael the relation is very
good.

“We Kurds, we love each other, we want to
help each other...If | see somebody needs help,
then we help,” she added.

Several Iraqi Kurdish families were also in the
crowd, tentatively pushing baby strollers as they
looked for Israelis who could still speak Kurdish.
They were in Israel for their young children, who
are receiving life-saving heart surgery at Israeli
hospitals. Two Israeli women noticed their Muslim
headdress, and walked right up to strike up a
conversation in Kurdish.

Bakhteyar Ibrahim, an Iraqi Kurd living in
Germany, was in Israel for the first time. But Israel
and the Jewish people have been on his mind for
years.

Ibrahim is the president of the Kurdistan Israel
Friendship Association, which he founded in
Germany three years ago. Since then, KIFA chap-
ters have emerged in Australia, German, England,

and Benelux. There are even chapters in Syria,
Irag, and Iran, according to Ibrahim. Surprisingly,
he has not been able to get one going in Israel
itself.

Israel began as an academic interest for
Ibrahim, but he soon found an emotional attach-
ment. “My heart was bitten for Israel,” was his
colorful description. “Judaism was a focus of my
dissertation. | decided to learn the language. After
that | feel that | am very relative to this people and
this religion.”

“l knew there were a lot of Kurdish people
living here,” lIbrahim continued. “A part of
Kurdistan. They long for Kurdistan. | thought we
had to found this organization to be a bridge bet-
ween Kurdistan and Israel. At first | thought, let our
focus only be on the Kurdish Jews, but after that
we thought that there are Jews in every country
we should work with.”

KIFA is working with Israeli NGOs on a variety
of projects. Ibrahim’s dream is to open a school in
Israel for Jewish Kurds, complete with Kurdish
language courses. He also hopes his organization
will serve as a bridge between Israel and the auto-
nomous Kurdistan region of northern Iraq, helping
the two sides open trade bureaus and even
embassies if Kurdistan gains independence from
Baghdad.

“Kurds think Israel are friends... even cou-
sins, even blood,” Ibrahim stressed. “We feel we
are part of Israel, and they are part of our nation.
These people,” he said, pointing at the crowd,
“represent the Kurdish people in Kurdistan.”

PROPHETS, FALSE MESSIAHS AND A
FEMALE TALMUD SCHOLAR

Today, there are almost 200,000 Kurdish
Jews in lIsrael, about half of whom live in
Jerusalem. There are also over 30 agricultural vil-
lages throughout the country that were founded by
Kurds.

At the festival’s temporary exhibit displaying
the history of Kurdistan’s Jews, Mordechai Yona
directed volunteers as they hung pictures from his
research trip to Iraqi Kurdistan more than a
decade ago. Yona, who grew up in the city of
Zakho on the Irag-Turkey border until the age of
11, is regarded as a leading expert on his commu-
nity. He authored a three-volume encyclopedia on
Kurdish Jews, as well as a Hebrew- Aramaic-
Kurdish dictionary.

According to Yona, his hometown had a com-
munity of 1,800 Jews, 10 percent of all of
Kurdistan’s Jews.

The Jews of Kurdistan have a long and sto-
ried past. According to tradition, Jews first arrived
in the region, in the heart of the Assyrian Empire,
after the Assyrians defeated the northern kingdom
of Israel and carried the 10 “lost” tribes into capti-
vity. In the first century BCE, the royal family of the
kingdom of Adiabene, whose capital is in the cur-
rent Iragi Kurdish capital of Erbil, converted to
Judaism. Queen Helene of Adiabene moved to
Jerusalem and donated significant funds to the
Second Temple, built palaces near the City of
David, and became famous in Jewish lore as
Heleni HaMalka.

The Jewish traveler Benjamin of Tudela ®»*
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» found a sizable and vibrant community in
Kurdistan in the 12th century, with communities in
over 100 villages and cities. In the same century,
the self-proclaimed messiah David Alroy of
Amadiya led an uprising of Kurdistan’s Jews
against their Seljuk rulers, telling his followers
that he would take them to Jerusalem.

Kurdistan’s conservative Jewish community
even had a renowned female religious leader.
After her husband passed away, Asenath Barzani
headed the Amadiya yeshiva in the 17th century,
and was widely recognized as Kurdistan’s pre-
mier Torah scholar.

“Every big city had two to four synagogues,”
Yona explained. “Most were made of bricks, but
Zakho’s great synagogue was made of hewn
stone. That synagogue was mostly destroyed,
but when | visited in 2000, one of the walls still
had the menorah hanging from it.”

Kurdish Jews regularly visited and cared for
the graves of biblical prophets believed to have
been buried in the region. Ezekiel’s tomb is situa-
ted in al-Kifl in southern Iraq; Daniel is said to be
buried in Kirkuk; and Nahum, whom Kurdish
Jews see as their patron prophet, lived and was
buried in the Assyrian town of Algosh, according
to local tradition.

Jews used to visit Nahum’s grave on the
Shavuot holiday, renting rooms from the Aramaic-
speaking Christians and staying for up to a
month, K., an Assyrian shopkeeper in Algosh, told
The Times of Israel. A Jewish family lived next to
the grave and took care of the site. Extensive
Hebrew writing can still be seen in the crumbling
building around the grave, and traces of mezuzot
are visible on the doorposts of homes in the cour-
tyard facing the grave.

Kurds began moving to Israel, primarily sett-
ling in the northern town of Safed, in the late
1500s. The vast majority, however, left shortly
after the establishment of the State of Israel. With
the exception of a few families who stayed behind
in Iran, the entire community flew to Israel during
Operation Ezra and Nehemiah between 1950
and 1952. Their arrival was anything but smooth,
with families walking off the planes only to be

sprayed by the Israeli government with pesticides
then sent to squalid tent camps.

Yona visited Kurdistan in 2000, entering
Saddam Hussein-ruled Iraq through Turkey. “The
Kurds knew | was from Israel, and they gave me
great honor,” he said.

Yona regularly receives Kurdish visitors in
Israel. In August, a group of Syrian Kurds from
Qamishli visited Israel. He believes that such

interactions are indicative of the potential political
relationship between Kurds and Israel. “We will
be the first to recognize an independent
Kurdistan,” he said.

‘I WANT TO SEE MY FATHER’S STORFE’

The Saharane festival, in addition to keeping
a tradition alive, is an opportunity for the commu-
nity to take pride in members who have risen to
prominence in Israeli society, which initially saw
them as illiterate peasants. ltzik Kala, a popular
Israeli singer of Kurdish descent, sang songs in
both Hebrew and Kurdish after the sun set.

Former defense minister Yitzhak Mordechai,
born in Zakho, and Deputy Finance Minister
Mickey Levy joined Yehuda Ben-Yosef on the
stage to recognize Israeli hero Mordechai
Rachamim as a community notable. Rachamim,
an undercover air marshal, foiled a 1969 attack
on an El Al plane in Switzerland by killing the lea-
der of the Palestinian terrorist squad that was
trying to take over the craft.

The Kurdish Jews sitting with their extended
families at the event, drinking and eating barbe-
cued meat, were eager to share their stories as
well. Naim Eliyahu, from Moshav Agur, was born

in Koysinjaq in northern Irag. He learned in the
local Jewish study hall as a boy at the feet of a
well-known teacher called Muallem Ezra; and
Naim claims he had learned all of the Talmud by
the age of 6.

His family came to Israel in 1951 and lived in
military tents upon arrival. Naim served in the air
force and formed a Kurdish band, “Naim and
Naima,” with his wife.

Taking me by the arm, Naim regaled me with
a Kurdish folk song. He was also visibly excited
by the opportunity to speak Kurdish with the fami-
lies from Iraqgi Kurdistan, and handed them meat
off his family’s barbecue.

Nahum Moshe, from Zakho, and his wife
Tzipora, born in the city of Duhok, moved to the
heavily Kurdish town of Mevaseret Zion just out-
side Jerusalem. They remembered good rela-
tions between Kurdish Jews and Muslims, but
recalled stories of Jewish merchants being mur-
dered by highwaymen as they moved their wares
between cities. The couple maintain connection
with Kurds still living in Iraq, and host Kurdish
visitors to Israel every year.

The city of Halabja, infamous for Saddam
Hussein’s mass murder of Kurds with chemical
weapons, still has a neighborhood called the
Jewlakan, or Jewish quarter, to this day. Though
the Jews all moved to Israel, tailors from the
nearby bazaar are happy to point out old Jewish
homes, hotels, and the brick synagogue.

Rachel Shalom, sitting with her husband on a
small rise overlooking the main stage, fondly
remembered her childhood in the city, playing in
the streams running down from the mountains on
the Iranian border.

“That was my uncle’s house,” she exclaimed
as she scrolled through photographs of my recent
trip to Halabja’s Jewish quarter. “And that... that
was a flour factory. And this one was the mayor’s
house, | remember those two doors. Why didn’t
you take pictures of the springs?”

“Wow, | remember it all! ” Shalom said, tears
coming to her eyes. “| want to see my father’s
store.”

September 26, 2013

Turkey recaptures most escaped
‘Kurd rebel’ prisoners

AFP, Ankara - Turkish security forces
have recaptured all but one of 18 escaped
prisoners detained for suspected links with
the outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party
(PKK), the interior minister said Thursday.

“Seventeen of the escapees have been
apprehended. Security forces are looking
for the last one,” Muammer Guler said on
his official Twitter account.

The minister said they had been seized
in the countryside in the province of Bingol,
not far from where they had staged a spec-
tacular escape by tunneling their way out of
prison.

Four of the fugitives had already been
convicted and the remainder were being
held, charged with “membership of a terro-
rist organization,” the justice ministry said
on Wednesday after the escape.

The PKK, listed as a terrorist group by
Turkey, the United States and the European
Union, took up arms in the Kurdish-majority
southeast of Turkey in 1984, sparking a
conflict that has claimed about 45,000
lives.

Turkey has recently entered into a
peace process with the Kurdish rebel move-
ment after months of clandestine negotia-
tions between the PKK's jailed leader
Abdullah Ocalan and the Turkish secret ser-
vice. Ocalan declared a truce in March.

But the process has been fragile and
Kurdish rebels announced this month they
had halted their pullout from Turkey, accu-
sing the government of failing to deliver on
the promised reforms to enhance the rights
of the estimated 15 million Kurds in the
country.

Turkish security forces have recaptured
all but one of 18 escaped prisoners
detained for suspected links with the
outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party.
(File photo: AFP)

Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s
Islamic-rooted Justice and Development
Party (AKP) is putting the final touches on a
long awaited “democratization package” of
reforms which will be unveiled on Sept. 30.

]
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Six morts dans des
attentats a Erbil,
au Kurdistan irakien

Par FRANCE 24

Le QG des services de sécurité d’Erbil,
au Kurdistan irakien, a été visé par
I’explosion de quatre véhicules piégés,
dimanche. Au moins six personnes ont
été tuées dans cette ville habituellement
épargnée par les attentats.

Au moins six personnes ont été tuées,
dimanche, aprés une série d’attentats qui
ont visé le quartier général des services
de sécurité a Erbil, au Kurdistan irakien.

Des responsables de seécurité précisent
que la premiére explosion a été provo-
quée par un kamikaze au volant d’'une
voiture et qu’a l'arrivée des secours, une

ambulance, elle-aussi piégée, a explosé
a son tour. Au total, quatre véhicules ont
été utilisés par les terroristes.

Le Kurdistan irakien est généralement
préservé de tout attentat terroriste. Erbil,
la capitale de cette région autonome ira-
kienne, n’avait plus été visée par de telles
opérations depuis le 10 mai 2007. A
I’époque, un camion piégé avait explosé,
provoquant le déces de 14 personnes.

L’attentat de ce dimanche pourrait étre lié
aux relations houleuses gu’entretiennent
les Kurdes et le Front al-Nosra, un mou-
vement islamiste impliqué notamment
dans le mouvement de rébellion en Syrie.

"L'attaque d'aujourd’hui peut étre une
vengeance du Front al-Nosra contre les
Kurdes a lintérieur du Kurdistan",
explique Ali al-Haidari, un analyste ira-
kien.

Ces derniéres semaines, des combats
ont mis aux prises des milices djihadistes
aux kurdes habitant le nord de la Syrie.
Des heurts qui ont provoqué un afflux
massif de réfugiés kurdes au Kurdistan
irakien. Selon I'ONU, prés de 161 000
Syriens, en majorité des Kurdes, auraient
fui vers I'lrak depuis le début du conflit.

Cet attentat intervient une semaine apres
les élections légistalives qui ont abouti au
renouvellement du Parlement régional du
Kurdistan irakien. m

S SEPTEMBER 25, 2013

Al Qaeda, Kurdish militia clash
on Syrian border with Turkey

By Khaled Yacoub Oweis / (Reuters)

MMAN Seven al Qaeda-affiliated rebels

were killed in a battle with a Syrian
Kurdish militia on Wednesday, as violence
between Syria's Arabs and Kurds increased,
opposition activists said.

The fighting in Atma, a town on the
Turkish border which is a main escape route
for refugees fleeing the civil war, shows how
the region has become a battleground for a
myriad of armed groups in a scramble to
grab territory, opposition sources said.

As well as the seven members of the al-
Qaeda linked Islamic State of Iraq and the
Levant killed in fighting with the PYD, the
Syrian arm of the Kurdistan Workers Party
(PKK), two women PKK recruits were also
killed by mortar fire on the outskirts of the
nearby town of Jandaris, the sources said.

Since the start of the revolt, President
Bashar al-Assad's forces have pulled out of

Kurdish regions, including Ifrin, where Atma
is located, handing de facto control to the
PKK.

While fear is widespread among Kurds
of a possible Islamist takeover if Assad falls,
the PKK has come under criticism from
other Kurdish groups for having ties with
Assad's forces and has also been accused
of killing peaceful Kurdish activists, charges
the group denies.

Opposition activist Mohammad
Abdallah said officers from Assad's army
visited PKK leaders in Jandaris in the last
week to discuss military cooperation,
prompting the rebels to launch a pre-emp-
tive strike.

"There is a feeling that the Kurds were
fortifying Jandaris as part of a plan to carve
a Kurdish zone in Ifrin with the help of the
regime," Abdallah said. "Fighting has been
heavy all day, and rebels have brought hea-
vier guns to defend Atma and to target the

PKK."

Another activist in the town said the
PKK had taken positions in high ground
around Atma. "Most of Atma is now within
site of PKK snipers. Clashes with rocket-
propelled grenades are taking place on the
hills," he said.

Kurds comprise around 10 percent of
Syria's 21 million population. They are
concentrated in Ifrin and other areas of the
northwest, in parts of Damascus and in the
northeastern oil producing area of Qamishli,
where there has also been intense fighting
between Kurds and rebel units and Arab
tribes opposed to de facto Kurdish auto-
nomy.

Seeking to mend ties with the Kurdish
community, Syrian opposition leaders in
exile attempted, at a meeting in Istanbul this
month, to expand the Syrian National
Coalition to include members of the Kurdish
National Council, a grouping of the main
Kurdish parties that does not include the
PYD.

But the effort was put off as the coalition
debated at length a joint declaration with the
Kurdish Council that defines the Kurds as a
separate people in a united Syria. 0
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Rare attack shakes Iraq's Kurdish area

Many see spillover of Syria violence

By TIM ARANGO

AGHDAD — Several explosions,
some of them from suicide bombers,
struck the heart of Iraq’s northern Kurdish
region on Sunday, setting off chaos and
gunfights in the streets of the capital, Erbil.
The attackers hit a building that houses

the regional Kurdish government’s secu-
rity service, and the scenes that unfolded
— terrified people fleeing black plumes of
smoke, the charred and smoking husks of
vehicles in the streets — were extraordi-
nary for a region that has largely been spa-
red the violence that for years has plagued

the rest of Iraq.

In the aftermath, Iraqi forces swept
across Erbil, and Sulaimaniya, another
major Kurdish city, setting up checkpoints
and other security measures familiar to
residents of other Iraqi cities.

Officials said at least six people — all
members of the Kurdish security forces —
were killed and dozens more wounded in
the attacks, which included at least five
explosions. The violence gripped the
region with the sort of fear that has long
enveloped the rest of the country. A state-
ment from the regional government said
six attackers were also killed.

The attacks came just after the results
of the region’s parliamentary elections
were announced, but much of the specula-
tion surrounding the motivation for the
attack centered on Syria, where Kurdish
militias, some of them supported and trai-
ned by the security forces in Iraqi
Kurdistan, have been fighting against jiha-
dist groups linked to Al Qaeda. No group
immediately claimed responsibility for the
bombings.

“We all know that Kurdistan is part of
an unstable region, and security breaches
sometimes happen even in developed
countries, and I think that what is happe-
ning in Syria has something to do with
today’s explosions,” said Shwan Taha, a
Kurdish member of Iraq’s Parliament in
Baghdad.

In a statement, the United Nations
office in Baghdad expressed shock at the
“daring attack.”

“For many years, the city of Erbil has
benefited from peace and security, and I
urge the regional and national authorities
to work together to ensure that calm and
tranquillity will continue to prevail and
that those responsible for the attack are
brought to justice,” Nikolay Mladenov, the
United Nations representative to Iraq, said
in the statement.

The self-governing Iraqi Kurdish
region has been a haven of relative secu-

Kurdish security forces inspect the site of a bomb attack in the city of Arbil, the
capital of the autonomous Kurdistan region, about 350 km (217 miles) north of
Baghdad, September 29, 2013. Six people were killed on Sunday in a series of
explosions outside a security directorate in the capital of Iraq’s usually peaceful
autonomous Kurdistan region, security and medical sources said. Gunfire could
be heard after the blasts in Arbil that wounded a further 36 people, according to
the city’s health directorate. The victims were believed to be members of the Iraqi
Kurdish security forces, known as asayesh. REUTERS/Azad Lashkari (IRAQ -

Tags: POLITICS CIVIL UNREST)

rity and prosperity compared with the rest
of the country, and it has attracted substan-
tial foreign investment, including from
foreign oil companies eager to develop the
region’s vast oil reserves. During the years
that American troops were fighting in Iraq,
not a single American soldier was killed in
combat in Iraqi Kurdistan. But the attacks
on Sunday demonstrated that no place in
Iraq was truly safe, as the war in Syria
increasingly spills over its borders and as
Iraq’s own Sunni insurgent groups accele-
rate their attacks.

Iraq’s Qaeda affiliate has gained
strength across the country, but particu-
larly in the northern city of Mosul, not far
from the border with Iraqi Kurdistan, lea-
ding to speculation that groups there could
have been behind the bombings.

The last significant attacks in Iraqi
Kurdistan occurred in 2007, when the
Interior Ministry building in Erbil was
struck.

Iraq’s Kurdish leaders have sought to
portray their region as a hub for foreign
investment and a bastion of stability, but it
has become increasingly affected by the
war in Syria, where a minority Kurdish
population has taken up arms to secure a
measure of autonomy. Thousands of
Syrian Kurdish refugees have streamed
into northern Iraq, and Iraqi Kurdish lea-
ders, especially the regional president,
Massoud Barzani, have offered support to
Kurdish militiamen within Syria. Mr.

Barzani has even threatened to intervene
militarily in Syria with his own security
forces, known as the pesh merga.

The attacks on Sunday appeared to
have been coordinated and well organized,
with the perpetrators wearing military uni-
forms. After the initial explosion, an
ambulance filled with explosives, which
apparently had been waved in by members
of the security forces, also detonated,
according to a security official in Erbil.

The Erbil attacks were the most remar-
kable ones on Sunday in Iraq because of
their location, but they were not the dead-
liest. In the afternoon, two suicide bom-
bers detonated explosives in a Shiite
mosque south of Baghdad during a funeral
for three members of a family who had
been killed several days ago when their
house was blown up by terrorists. In the
bombing on Sunday, which was the latest
in a string of terrorist strikes against fune-
rals in Iraq, at least 31 people were killed
and nearly 50 wounded.

As night fell in Iraq, another explosion
occurred, this one in Sadr City, a Shiite
stronghold in Baghdad, where a car bomb
exploded at a vegetable market, killing at
least five people and wounding more than
adozen. m
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First Suicide
Bombing in Six Years
Hits Iraqi Kurdistan

By: Wiladimir van Wilgenburg for Al-Monitor

RBIL, Kurdistan Region of Iraq — On Sept. 29, the Directorate of

Security (Asayish) in Erbil became the target of a successful suicide
attack and another that failed. According to a statement by the directo-
rate, six security officers were killed in a firefight that followed the attack,
and 62 people were injured, including 42 security and police officers. It is
the first attack in six years in Erbil in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq. The
region is known for its stability and security — in contrast to the rest of
Irag, where attacks are frequent — and has attracted impressive
amounts of foreign investment.
The Asayish statement noted, “The attacks come at a time when
Kurdistan has achieved another democratic milestone by holding its
fourth free and fair parliamentary elections [on Sept. 21], the results of
which were announced one day before the terrorist attacks. The attacks
demonstrate that there are those who stand against our democratic jour-
ney.”

In the first attack, a suicide bomber attempted to drive into the Asayish
building, killing four people when the vehicle exploded. Minutes later, an
ambulance carrying two assailants approached the building, but they
were stopped and killed.

“For many years, the city Erbil has benefited from peace and security,
and | urge the regional and national authorities to work together to
ensure that calm and tranquility will continue to prevail and that those
responsible for the attack are brought to justice," said Nickolay
Mladenov, UN special representative of the United Nations secretary-
general for Iraq.

Asayish is still investigating the incident and has not yet announced who
it thinks, apart for "terrorists groups," is responsible for the incident.
Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) President Massoud Barzani visi-
ted the victims of the attack in the hospital.

There are several organizations that could be behind the attack. A large
number of Islamist organizations have emerged in the Iraqi Kurdistan
Region since the 1980s. Some of them carried out attacks, but the majo-
rity decided to participate in the electoral system after Kurdistan became
de-facto autonomous in 1991.

Ansar al-Islam, formed by the merger of several insurgent groups in
December 2001, has in the past carried out attacks and assassinations
in the area, but in 2003, US Special Forces and fighters from the Patriotic
Union of Kurdistan (PUK) destroyed the group's bases in Halabja. Taka
Kamran, a former leading member of Ansar al-Islam, told Al Arabiya on
July 22, 2011, “After the US forces entered the country in 2003 and bom-
bed us for 13 days running, we went to Iran and then returned to
Baghdad.”

fter 2003, Ansar al-Islam, changed its name to Ansar al-Sunna and

became one of the main Iragi insurgent groups in the country, com-
peting with but also cooperating with al-Qaeda. In 2007, the group rever-
ted back to Ansar al-Islam. In February 2004, it killed 105 people in
simultaneous suicide attacks in Erbil.
Another group, the al-Qaeda Kurdish Battalions, which swore allegiance
to al-Qaeda and al-Qaeda in Iraq, carried out several attacks after its
inception in 2007. A Stanford University profile says of the organization,
“Considered weak in number and capability, the group has not carried
out an attack since late September 2010, when a bomb went off while
being defused in Sulaimaniyah, Iraq, wounding two police officers.”

The al-Qaeda Kurdish Battalions were designated a foreign terrorist
organization by the US State Department in January 2012. It was res-
ponsible for truck bombing the building housing the Ministries of Interior
and Security in Erbil in May 2007 in which 19 people were killed. It also
killed seven border guards and one security officer in Penjwin, near the

Iranian border, in July 2007, and two police officers were hurt in a failed
suicide attack in Sulaimaniyah.

Sources claim the al-Qaeda Kurdistan brigade had pledged allegiance to
Abu Umar al-Baghdadi, the Islamic State of Iraq (I1SI) leader killed by US
forces in April 2010 and replaced by Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi. In April 2013,
ISI became the Islamic State of Iraq and al-Sham, operating in Syria and
in Iraq. Since mid-July, it has been involved in fighting the secular
Kurdish People’s Defense Units (YPG), affiliated with the Kurdistan
Workers Party (PKK).

In April 2013, President Barzani vowed to assist Syrian Kurds against al-
Qaeda, following reports of Kurdish civilians being massacred in the
countryside of Aleppo, in Syria. The PKK-affiliated Democratic Union
Party (PYD), the main Syrian Kurdish party, has, however, rejected mili-
tary assistance from Barzani. Nevertheless, it remains possible that the
al-Qaeda outfit suspects Barzani of supporting the Syrian Kurds against
them.

Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki and Barzani reached an agreement
in May on forming a security committee to coordinate between the Iraqi
government and Kurdish forces. On January 18, 2007, ISIS released a
statement threatening Kurdish Peshmerga assigned to participate in the
Baghdad security plan. Moreover, Al-Furgan, the media arm of al-Qaeda,
released a video in 2010 called "Vanquisher of the Peshmerga" that was
translated by the Ansar al-Mujahideen English Forum.

he late ISIS leader Abu Umar al-Baghdadi, said, “Not long ago, their

grandfathers [Kurds] were praised with the scale of Sharia; and today
things are reversed, and their politicians are the ones who allow the reign
of the rejectionists on the Land of the Two Rivers [Iraq].”
An unofficial Twitter account attributed to Jabhat al-Nusra tweeted, "ISIS:
four car bombs shake Arbil; north Iraq; response to what they're doing in
ash-Sham [Syria]. Allahu Akbar," possibly referring to the fighting bet-
ween the Kurds and jihadis in Syria.

Mohammed Baziani, an Islamic researcher and head of the al-Huda
Center for Strategic Studies based in Erbil, told Al-Monitor that he does
not think Ansar al-Islam is behind the bombing.

“The style of the explosion looks like al-Qaeda. It doesn'’t look like what
in the past Ansar al-Islam has done. Ansar al-Islam is not powerful
enough to do it, to do this kind of explosion in Kurdistan. As a researcher,
| don’t have proof, but this is my opinion. | think it belongs to a branch of
al-Qaeda.”

The US Consulate in Erbil said it is monitoring reports of the attack. “The
United States will continue to support the Kurdistan Regional
Government, the Government of Iraq, and the people of Iraq in comba-
ting our common enemy of terrorism,” a US press release announced.

Hemin Hussein Hamawandi, an Erbil-based journalist, does not think the
attack will make a huge impact on Kurdistan’s security going forward and
might be a message from regional countries against the recent democra-
tic elections.

“We passed this step [of insecurity]. We will never return to the past. All
the people in Kurdistan help the security system, and security forces,
and the KRG has full support for anti-terrorism.” ¢

Wiadimir van Wilgenburg is a political analyst specializing in Kurdish politics. He
has written extensively for Jamestown Foundation publications and other jour-
nals, such as the Near East Quarterly and the World Affairs Journal. He cur-
rently writes for the Kurdish newspaper Rudaw.
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Turkey to lift ban on headscarf, introduce
Kurdish education with democracy package

Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan
revealed the details of a democratiza-
tion package at a press conference in
Ankara on Sept 30. DAILY NEWS
photo, Selahattin SONMEZ

Kurds have
long await-
ed the gov-
ernment's
reform
package

edge of Cappadocia.
The land of the Mor Gabriel
Monastery will be given back to a Syriac

ANKARA
www.hurriyetdailynews.com

Turkey will lift the ban on the wearing
of headscarves in public institutions
and will introduce education in Kurdish in
private schools as part of a series of demo-
cratic reforms revealed by Prime Minister
Recep Tayyip Erdogan today.

Erdogan revealed the details of the
much-anticipated democratization
package at a press conference in Ankara.

The prime minister said they would
remove a headscarf ban in public institu-
tions, except for judges, prosecutors,
police officers and army members, as part
of an amendment to the law’s fifth article.

Rights for Turkey’s ethnic minorities
were also a big part of the package.
Education in different languages and dia-
lects will be permitted in private schools,
although the Peace and Democracy Party
(BDP) has long pushed for guaranteed
mother-tongue education in public
schools, according to reforms.

Erdogan promised to end penalties
for the use of certain letters, such as “q,”
“w” and “x,” which are used in Kurdish.

The legal obstacle against the names
of villages, particularly ones whose
appellations were originally non-Turkish,
names will be eliminated, he said.

The student oath, which starts with
the words “I'm Turkish, right, and hard-
working,” will no longer be read in pri-
mary schools, he said.

MINORITY RIGHTS

In a move designed to please Alevis,
Erdogan said the name of Nevsehir
University in the Central Anatolian pro-
vince of Nevsehir would be altered to
Hac1 Bektas: Veli University, in honor of a
medieval holy man that is revered by
Alevis and who lived in a village on the

community foundation, Erdogan promi-
sed.

A Roma culture and language institu-
tion, as well as an institute that will work
on problems of Roma minorities in the
country, will also be established, he said.

“We will remove limitations on the
collection of charities,” Erdogan said.

The package is a result of Turkey’s
democratization history, particularly over
the past 11 years, said Erdogan. “This
package is not a first and will not be the
last of such reforms,” Erdogan said.

The Prime Minister also paved the
way for a change in Turkey’s electoral
system.

ELECTION SYSTEM

“The 10 percent threshold in the cur-
rent election system is not a system that
[the ruling Justice and Development
Party] AKP introduced. This threshold
was present when we entered the elec-
tions for the first time,” he said.

“We are opening the floor to discus-
sion on three alternatives to the threshold
[which is currently 10 percent],” he said.

"First option is we can continue with
the current system of 10 percent,”
Erdogan said.

Erdogan introduced the 2nd option as
to lower the threshold to 5 percent while
implementing single-member district
constituency system in groups of 5.

"As the third option, we can remove
the threshold altogether and fully imple-
ment the single-member district system,"
he concluded.

The 7 percent threshold to receive
Treasury aid to political parties will be
reduced to 3 percent, which will pave the
way for more parties to obtain financial
support, he said.

The government will also permit cam-
paigning in different languages for politi-
cal parties, including during non-election

times, he said.

“With another change, we are also
opening the way for political parties to
have co-chairs,” he said. The BDP and
several leftist parties are already
employing the co-chair system.

The obstacles standing against mem-
bership in political parties will also be
removed with a new amendment, he also
said.

FIGHT AGAINST DISCRIMINATION,
HATE CRIMES

“We will also increase the penalties
from hate crimes from one year to three
years to fight against discrimination,” he
said, adding that punishments for hate
crimes, particularly those committed
based on religion, nation or ethnicity,
would be aggravated.

“We will establish an institution to
fight against discrimination,” he added.

Furthermore, there will be punish-
ments for those that prevent religious
groups from practicing their faith as part
of the new package, he said.

FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLY

Regulations on rallies and demonstra-
tions will also be eased to increase the
freedom of assembly by extending the
permitted period of demonstrations until
midnight, later than the previous limit of
sunset, he said.

The package also tightens policies on
private data usage in line with amend-
ments to the Constitution passed in a refe-
rendum in 2010, by guaranteeing that
date will not be used be by non-authori-
zed people.

Erdogan thanked several former pre-
sidents of the country, as well as his
Cabinet members. He particularly also
thanked fallen soldiers, saying the
package was a result of the demands of
the deal soldiers and was designed to end
terrorism and strengthen the country’s
future.

“It is not a rational to expect -
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= this package to meet all the problems of
the country, although we wish we could
do this,” said Erdogan.

“It is hard to make reforms when
deadlock has become a type of politics,”
said Erdogan, adding that despite all
threats and attacks against his party, they
had not abandoned their path to democra-
tization.

“We will continue to do whatever will
please our people,” Erdogan added.

An understanding of the state that
assimilates its citizens and shuts its ears to
the demands of its people no longer exists
in Turkey today, he said.

“The major obstacle toward reforms in

Turkey is the darkness of May 27,” said
Erdogan, referring to Turkey’s first mili-
tary coup on May 27, 1960, when conser-
vative Prime Minister Adnan Menderes
was overthrown for growing increasingly
authoritarian before being ultimately han-
ged.

“Those who claimed that Turkey is
being divided for past 11 years will do the
same today [after the package is announ-
ced] - you will see that,” Erdogan said.

The opposition must change and cease
to be an obstacle standing in front of
change, Erdogan said, criticizing the
opposition’s stance toward reforms.

“The packages have surprising solu-

tions but the problems are not a surprise
[to Turkey]. The problems in the package
are the ones that have been present throu-
ghout the republican era,” he said.

“This package is not a result of a nego-
tiation. It is a result of the people’s
demands,” Erdogan said.

“Our reference is international human
rights, the European Union acquis and the
works of the Wise People [during the
peace process],” he said.

“All the articles [in this package] were
promised to our people and approved by
our people in the past as we included
them in our party’s programs during the
elections, Erdogan said. 0

30 septembre 2013

Turquie: Erdogan annonce un ""paquet
démocratique" pour les droits des Kurdes

Tres attendues en plein processus de paix, les réformes pour accroitre les droits des Kurdes en
Turquie sont essentiellement symboliques. Et ont été accueillies froidement.

(Avec AFP)

e Premier ministre turc Recep Tayyip

Erdogan a dévoilé ce lundi des
réformes visant notamment a accroitre les
droits des Kurdes tres attendues en plein
processus de paix avec le Parti des travail-
leurs du Kurdistan (PKK), mais qui n'ont
pas convaincu le mouvement kurde.

Alors que le PKK réclamait l'inscription
dans la loi du droit a un enseignement
dans sa langue maternelle dans les écoles
publiques, le Premier ministre a limité sa
réforme aux établissements privés. "Nous
rendons a présent possible l'enseignement
dans différentes langues et dialectes dans
les écoles privées", a-t-il affirmé au cours
d'une conférence de presse, précisant que
certaines matieres continueraient d'y étre
enseignées en turc.

Si des cours de kurde sont autorisés
depuis pres d'une décennie dans des ins-
tituts privés, aucune école publique ou
privée ne peut pour I'heure dispenser une
éducation dans la langue de cette mino-
rité forte d'environ 15 millions de per-
sonnes (20% de la population de la
Turquie).

DES MESURES SYMBOLIQUES...

Recep Tayyip Erdogan a en outre annoncé
des mesures symboliques comme la pos-
sibilité pour certaines localités kurdes
débaptisées apres le coup d'Etat de 1980
de reprendre leur nom kurde, et la libre
utilisation des lettres Q,W et X, longtemps
bannies de Turquie car absentes de
l'alphabet turc, mais présentes en kurde.

Sur le plan politique, le Premier ministre a

Le PKK accuse Ankara
de ne pas respecter ses
engagements du proces-
sus de paix, mais il
promet de continuer
d’observer un cessez-le-
feu. | AFP/ADEM
ALTAN

évoqué différentes options en vue d'un
abaissement du seuil électoral minimum
de 10% requis de tout parti au niveau
national pour pouvoir disposer de dépu-
tés au Parlement, sans trancher entre elles.
Le mouvement kurde et les militants pour
la démocratisation réclament
l'abaissement ou l'abrogation totale de ce
seuil qui empéche l'accession au
Parlement de nombreux partis.

Le Premier ministre a en revanche promis
qu'une aide de I'Etat serait offerte a toutes
les formations politiques réalisant un
score électoral supérieur a 3%, contre 7%
actuellement. Il a également indiqué que
les campagnes électorales pourraient étre
faites dans les langues locales, dont le
kurde.

QUI ONT LEURS LIMITES

D'autres revendications du mouvement
kurde, comme l'inscription d'une réfé-
rence explicite a 1identité kurde dans la
Constitution et une révision de la loi anti-
terroriste de fagon a permettre la libéra-
tion de milliers de militants kurdes déte-

nus pour des liens supposés avec le PKK,
n'ont pas été évoquées par le chef de gou-
vernement.

Giiltan Kisanak, la vice-présidente du
principal parti défendant les droits des
Kurdes de Turquie, le Parti pour la paix et
la démocratie (BDP), a froidement
accueilli cette série de réformes. "Soyons
clairs: c'est un paquet qui ne répond aux
intéréts de personne. Ce n'est pas un
ensemble de réformes qui répond aux
besoins de démocratisation de Ia
Turquie”, a-t-elle affirmé pendant une
conférence de presse a Ankara, citée par
I'agence de presse Dogan.

Ankara et le PKK, en lutte armée contre
les forces turques depuis 1984, ont engagé
il y a un an un processus de paix qui
marque le pas. Apreés avoir annoncé en
mars un cessez-le-feu unilatéral, puis
entamé en mai le retrait de ses combat-
tants du territoire turc, le PKK a annoncé
au début du mois la suspension de ce
retrait, accusant le gouvernement de ne
pas tenir ses promesses de réformes. @
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Erdogan relance la polémique sur
le foulard, élargit les droits des Kurdes

ANKARA, (AFP)

: rois mois apres la fronde
: Tantigouvernementale de
i juin, le Premier ministre turc
Recep Tayyip Erdogan a remis
i lundi sur la table la question
i trés controversée du foulard
islamique en annongant que
i les fonctionnaires auraient
i désormais le droit de le por-
i ter, et dévoilé des mesures
i pour renforcer les droits des

{ minorités, notamment des
i Kurdes.
Dans un discours tres

attendu prononcé devant la
i presse et son gouvernement au
grand complet, M. Erdogan a
i proclamé la fin de "l'interdiction
i dans les institutions publiques”
des "mesures discriminatoires
i pour les femmes et les
hommes", le foulard et la barbe.

: "Ces restrictions violent le
i droit au travail, la liberté de
pensée et de croyance", a-t-il
i expliqué, s'engageant a imposer
i "une sanction a ceux qui empé-
chent les gens d'exercer les
i droits liés a leurs devoirs reli-
i gieux".

: Ces interdictions resteront
i toutefois en vigueur pour les
policiers, les militaires, les pro-
i cureurs et les juges, a précisé le
chef du gouvernement.

: Depuis son arrivée au pou-
i voir en 2002, le Parti de la jus-
tice et du développement (AKP)
i de M. Erdogan a fait de la levée
i de l'interdiction dans la fonction
publique du foulard islamique,
i unsymbole de la Turquie musul-
i mane mais laique voulue par le
fondateur de la République
i Mustafa Kemal Atatirk, I'un de
ses chevaux de bataille.

H Déja autorisé aux étudiantes
i sur certains campus, le port du
foulard sera désormais permis
i aux professeurs et a tous les
gagents publics, ainsi qu'aux

Le Premier ministre islamo-conservateur Recep Tayyip
Erdogan a dévoilé lundi une série de réformes qui, trois mois
apres la fronde antigouvernementale qui a secoué la Turquie,
autorisent le port du foulard islamique pour les fonction-
naires et élargissent les droits des minorités, notamment les

Kurdes.

députées.

En 1999, Merve Kavakgi, une
députée turco-américaine élue
sous les couleurs d'un parti isla-
miste, s’était présentée devant
ses pairs coiffée du voile pour
préter serment. Elle avait d0
quitter I'hémicycle sous les
huées, avant d’étre déchue de
sa nationalité turque.

A six mois des municipales,
I'annonce de M. Erdogan risque
de raviver les plaies ouvertes
par la vague de contestation
sans précédent qui a secoué le
pays en juin. Pendant pres d'un
mois, des dizaines de milliers de
manifestants ont défilé dans les
grandes villes, surtout a
Istanbul, Ankara et Izmir
(ouest), pour reprocher au gou-
vernement sa dérive "islamiste".

REFORME "SENSIBLE"

Des lundi, le principal parti
d'opposition, le Parti républicain
du peuple (CHP), a tiré a boulets
rouges sur le plan Erdogan.
"C'est un sérieux coup a la
République nationale et sécu-

laire", a déploré la députée
Ayman Giiler, "les divisions reli-
gieuses et ethniques vont désor-
mais étre entérinées par le code
pénal".

"C'est une réforme tres sen-
sible, mais c'est un geste néces-
saire car (...) des étudiantes ne
pouvaient pas aller a
|'université, des avocates ne
pouvaient pas plaider", a pour
sa part déclaré a I'AFP Umit
Firat, de l'association pour les
citoyens d'Helsinki.

Outre cette décision emblé-
matique, le Premier ministre a
présenté lundi des réformes
pour renforcer les droits des
minorités, dont les Kurdes, a
I'heure ou Ankara a engagé des
pourparlers de paix avec le Parti
des travailleurs du Kurdistan
(PKK) pour mettre un terme au
conflit kurde, qui a fait plus de
40.000 morts depuis 1984.

Egalement destinée a toutes
les autres minorités de Turquie
(Alévis, Roms, Syriaques), la
série de mesures "démocra-
tiques" du gouvernement auto-

rise l'enseignement en langue
kurde dans les écoles privées ou
son utilisation pour la propa-
gande électorale.

Certaines localités du Sud-
Est anatolien, qui abrite une :
large partie des 15 millions de
Kurdes du pays, débaptisées :
aprés le coup d'Etat militaire de
1980, pourront aussi reprendre
leur nom d'origine.

Sur le plan politique, M. i
Erdogan a promis une discus- :
sion sur I'abaissement du seuil
de 10% des suffrages nécessaire
pour entrer au Parlement. i

M. Erdogan a qualifi¢ son i
plan d"'historique". Mais, sans ‘i
surprise, il a décu les Kurdes, qui i
réclament |'enseignement de
leur langue dans les écoles
publiques et une mention expli- i
cite a leur identité dans la i
Constitution turque. i

"Ce plan n'est pas en mesure
de surmonter le blocage actuel
du processus", a déploré la
coprésidente du Parti kurde
pour la paix et la démocratie i
(BDP), Giilten Kisanak. H

Le PKK a annoncé au début
du mois la suspension du retrait
de ses combattants du territoire
turc, engagé en mai, accusant
Ankara de ne pas tenir ses pro- :
messes de réformes. :

"Ce n’est pas une série de
réformes pour la démocratisa-
tion, c’est une série de réformes
pour les élections", a déploré
Mme Kisanak. H

Partisans de l'entrée de la
Turquie dans ['Union euro-
péenne (UE), les Verts euro- i
péens ont, quant a eux, salug, i
par la voix de la députée Héléne i
Flautre, des mesures "qui vont :
dans le sens du renforcement i
du socle démocratique et des
droits fondamentaux". m i
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