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SYRIA:

A MASSIVE FLOW OF REFUGEES TO IRAQI KURDISTAN

n addition to the
armed violence, the
lack of food and medi-
cal treatment has also
hit Syrian Kurdistan.

The news agencies close to the
PYD or PKK or Russia have even
reported, mass massacres men-
tioning even 200 to 300 civilians
massacred by the Jihadists in the
first week of August. This led
Massud Barzani to warn that the
Iraqi Kurds were ready to come
to the rescue of their Syrian
brothers if it appeared that
“innocent Kurdish civilians, women
and children were threatened by
death and terrorism”.

On 13 August the Kurdish forces
signed an agreement with the
National Coalition of Opposition
Forces and of the Syrian
Revolution, a transition authori-
ty founded in Doha in 2012 that

is trying to bring together and
co-ordinate the diverse compo-
nents of the Syrian opposition,
both political and military. The
agreement covers an exchange of
prisoners and the return of all
the belligerents to the positions
they controlled before the out-
break of hostilities. However,
the Coalition has limited control
in the field within Syria, particu-
larly when it's a matter of con-
trolling the Jihadist movement
and militia.

On 14 August, a delegation of
Members of the Iraqi Kurdistan
Parliament crosser the border to
carry out an enquiry into the
mass massacres of Kurdish civil-
ians reported by the PYD. The
Committee charged with prepar-
ing for the National Kurdish
Conference also sent an enquiry
delegation.

Two weeks later the nine mem-
bers of this enquiry mission pub-
lished their report that stated
that it had found no proof of
there massacres, that they had
found only 17 to 25 bodies fol-
lowing armed clashes. A copy of
this report was sent to the daily
paper Rudaw, which published
its conclusions. The people ques-
tioned by the committee (about
fifty in number) during its 5-day
enquiry if a number of Kurdish
areas that had been mentioned
as scenes of the massacres, did
not talk about 450 victims, as
related by the PYD’s media, a
few of them going so far as to
estimate 80 deaths. However,
the Syrian Kurdish areas were
described as “dangerous” and as
suffering from “instability and a
lack of security forces”, which is
daily forcing some of the inhabi-
tants to leave their homes and
work-places.
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“The situation is particularly dan-
gerous for the Christians, dozens of
whom have been kidnapped — 48 at
Hassaké and 15 at Qamishlo in the
last two months” .

The names of the armed groups
that attacked the Kurdish regions
are Jabhat al-Nusra, the Islamic
State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS), the
Fighters for the Freedom of Syria
(Shams) and the Salahaddin
Ayyubi Brigades (Kurdish
Jihadists).

While these mass massacres do
seem to have been an exaggeration
or a rumour inspired by panic,
what is certain, however, is the
enormous influx of Kurdish
refugees into the Iraqi Kurdistan
Region. While, on 15 August, the
UN High Commission for Refugees
reported 750 people crossing the
Tigris at the Pesh-Khabour border
point, on 16 August there was an
enormous crowd of “between
5000and 7000 people” rushing the
for the border. The overwhelming
majority were women, children and
old men from the areas around
Aleppo or Hassaké. Claire
Bourgeois, the HCR representative
in Iraq speaks of a “human river”.

Adrian Edwards, the High
Commission’s spokesman, then
declared to the News Agencies that
the humanitarian teams, both UN
and local, had been obliged to go
there urgently with supplies of
water and food and that the rea-
sons for this sudden influx was not
yet clear.

Refugee camps had hastily to be
built in Erbil Province to house a
final figure of 15,000 refugees (to
be added to the 155,000 already
there, mainly at Duhok). Some
thousands were settled in the
unfinished Quru Gusik camp
(Erbil) although it lacks basic
infrastructures, and others at
Suleimaniyah.

Little by little, questioned by
reporters and the NGOs, the
refugees reported shortages of
food, water and electricity, the
high prices and unemployment
(all regions are gradually being
economically paralysed). To this
must be added the fighting
between the Syrian Army and
the Free Syrian Army (FSA) —
both sides indulging, moreover,
in looting — or fighting between
the FSA and the YPG (the PYD
armed forces). The news of the
gassing of a whole quarter in
Damascus could also have start-
ed a panic reaction.

On 19 August, 5 days after the
first influx, 30,000 Syrians, main-
ly Kurds, had crossed over into
Iraqi Kurdistan, some coming
from as far away as Damascus or
Aleppo.

Faced with this mass arrival of
refugees, the Iraqi Kurds tried,
while welcoming the people
who had arrived, to dam the
flood — Massud Barzani calling
to the Syrian Kurds to stay put
“to defend their land” .
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“You know that, since the begin-
ning of the revolution, tens of
thousands of our Kurdistan
brothers from Western
Kurdistan have come into our
Region and we have sheltered
them in refugee camps.
Nevertheless, the international
community regrettably gives no
help to these refugees. Recently
a great number of these refugees
have flowed into our region and
are continuing to do so. I must
thank and congratulate the
Kurdistan Regional government
for the assistance it has given
these refugees by offering them
transport and temporary hous
ing.

However, having said this the
issue is still very sensitive,
because we do not want to see
Western Kurdistan emptied of
the Kurds who inhabit it. So our
people should remain there,
defend their country and secure
their legitimate rights”.

Meanwhile a quota of 3000 peo-
ple a day was on 20 August at
the Pésh Khabour order post,
although people on the spot esti-
mate that 5000 people crossed in
a single day and on 23 August
Adrian Edwards estimated that
since mid-August 40,000 people
had arrived and that by 27
August it might have reached
50,000. The refugees were all in
the same state of exhaustion and
dehydration under temperatures
of 45°c.

TURKEY:

THE PEACE PROCESS IS MARKING TIME

he disappointment and
impatience of the Kurds
is increasing at the
absence of concrete
measures taken by
Turkey to bring back to life the
peace process announced last
Spring. Il the judicial area, no
amnesty has been envisaged nei-

ther for the members of the
Union of Communities of
Kurdistan (KCK) nor for the
retrial of Abdullah Ocalan as the
latter demanded at the end of
July. Indeed, an Ankara Court
that specialises in Human Rights
cases rejected this demand by a
majority of its judges.

The delay covers, above all, the judi-
cial reform package that is due to be
debated in the Turkish Parliament in
Autumn 2013. Recep Tayyip
Erdogan announced, during a press
conference that the return of
Parliament from its holidays could
be brought forward to enable the
reforms to be passed. The Kurdish
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BDP party is demanding that the
new laws allow education in the
Kurdish language, the lowering of
the national threshold of 10% for
parliamentary election and mea-
sures to encourage decentralisation
in the Kurdish regions — and that
they be passed before mid-October.

However, on the Kurdish side, they
consider that the steps taken by the
PKK with the withdrawal of its
troops from Turkey have not been
followed by any Turkish counter-
part. Interviewed by the Arabic lan-
guage daily A’sharq alAwsat, a PKK
veteran, Zagros Hiwa, described the
statement by the Turkish Prime
Minister as nothing more than “early
election propaganda”:

“Once the elections are over, Erdogan
will go back on all his promises and
appeals for peaceful and democratic set-
tlement of the Kurdish question”.

According to Zagros Hiwa, the
withdrawal of the guerrillas from
Turkey has enabled the Army to
establish itself in the areas left empty
by the Kurds and so reconquer the
land without firing a shot, by build-
ing fresh military installations and
recruiting what he called “Kurdish
mercenaries” — that is “village
guards”, Kurdish militia employed
by the government to fight the PKK.
Similarly, many Kurdish political
prisoners, some of whom are in very
poor state of health, are still being
kept behind bars.

“We are at the end of our patience”,
concluded Zagros Hiwa.

However, political comments and
analyses of the situation are not
unanimous as shown by the
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remarks of Pervin Buldan, a junior
member of the BDP leadership, to
the Daily paper Radikal:

“The peace process is under way . . .
We are going to enter the third and
last phase, which is the most impor-
tant. This will see the return of our
youth and their leaders from the
Qandil Mountains to Turkey so as to
take part in the political process”.

Moreover Pervin Buldan thanked
the AKP, Erdogan’s Turkish party,
for “supporting the formation of a
Kurdish State in Western Kurdistan”
(that is in Syria) expressing the hope
that one day the Kurds in Turkey
would enjoy “similar freedom” .

Pervin Buldan was certainly refer-
ring to the visit by Salih Muslim, the
Syrian YD leader, to Istanbul where
he met members of the MIT, the
Turkish secret service. This inter-
pretation of a “support” for a possi-
ble Syrian Kurdish State is denied
by the members of the PKK and the
PYD. The Arabic daily, Asharq al
Aswat published the remarks of an
anonymous PKK leader in which,
on the contrary, he accuses Turkey
of supporting Jihadist militia like
Jabhat al-Nusra and the Islamic
State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS):

“That Kurdish leader (Pervin Bukdan)
has clearly misunderstood the situation.
Turkey may well have reluctantly
accepted that the PYD assume tempo-
rary control of and administer the inter-
nal affaires of Syrian Kurdistan (...).
On the contrary Turkey is clearly con-
spiring against that party (the PYDY)".

In reply to the accusations of “pro-
crastination” by the PKK and BDP,
Recep Tayyip Erdogan uses the

same argument, namely that the
guerrilla has not completely with-
drawn from Turkey: “Only 20% has
left Turkey and those were mainly
women and children”. This last state-
ment about the presence of children
seems strange as, while the PKK
fighters are of both sexes, they are
committed to celibacy, unless it
refers to adolescents who have taken
to the mountains.

The PKK replied in an official com-
muniqué that the withdrawal was
continuing without specifying the
number of fighters who had crossed
the Iraqi borders.

The Kurds are not alone in criticis-
ing the government’s inertia. Lale
Mansour, Vice President of the
“Commission of Elders” set up by
Erdogan to help carry out the peace
process has called on the AKP to
take “urgent measures” to avoid this
ending in a dead end. Lale Mansour
insists on the need for “advanced
democracy” and “transparency”
regarding public opinion, be it
Kurdish or Turkish. Thus Mithat
Sancar, vice-president of the delega-
tion of “Elders” for the region of
Marmara (well outside the Kurdish
region) also stresses the importance
of an effective democratisation of
the whole country. “The government
has omitted to make any statement on
the timetable and on the measures that it
is supposed to take in the process”.

According to Mithat Sancar, the end
of the parliamentary year in Turkey,
the reason given by Erdogan for
deferring his “democratic package”,
was not a real block to pursuing this
process.

IRAQI KURSISTAN:

THE PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS SET FOR 21 SEPTEMBER

t the beginning of August,
the Independent High
Electoral Commission
approved the procedure
for the future elections in
the Iraqi Kurdistan Region, set for
21 September, even though it had

initially been wished to postpone
them to 21 November, at the same
time as the Provincial Council elec-
tions.

The election campaign thus began
at the end of August with a more

moderate and less impassioned
tone than in 2009, when the
breakthrough of the new Gorran
Party had changed the usual bi-
partisan situation. Now that this
party is firmly established in the
Regional Government’s political
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landscape the question was
whether Nawshirwan Mustafa’s
new party would beat the
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan
(PUK) on their home territory of
Suleimaniyah.

Unlike the previous election, this
time the PUK decided not to form
a joint list with the KDP while
reaffirming its will to continue its
political alliance with Massud
Barzani’s party and thus, essen-
tially campaign against its rival,
Gorran. However, the PUK start-
ed with the major handicap of
having always been officially

presided by Jalal Talabani, even if
it was his political committee that
ran things since his withdrawal
from local politics. Now, the Iraqi
President’s attack of cerebral
haemorrhage, rumours of his
death have been constantly circu-
lating, fed by his absence from
any public appearance since
December 2012 — rumour regu-
larly denied by his family as well
as by the KRG authorities.

Jalal Talabani’s absence also
leaves a vacuum in the
Presidency of Iraq. Iyad Allawi,
at the top of the Iraqgiyya List in
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the Baghdad Parliament, has
asked that an Iraqi delegation
composed of Members of
Parliament, journalists and
members of civil society be
allowed to go to Germany so as
to meet Jalal Talabani.
Meanwhile, on 25 August, a del-
egation of 35 Kurdish academics
tried to meet Jalal Talabani at the
Charity Hospital in Berlin where
he is still being treated. The
medical staff only gave them a
message from the President
assuring them that he would
meet them “in a few days time”
— which has not yet happened.

PARIS:

AN ENQUIRY INTO THE INVOLVEMENT OF FRENCH COMPNIES IN THE

n June 2013 some of the
victims of Saddam
Hussein’s chemical
attack on Halabja, in
Iraqi Kurdistan, filed a
complaint against X for genocide
and crimes against humanity,
aimed at some French compa-
nies suspected of having sup-
plied harmful materials to the
Iraqi government of the time.
This attack, which took place on
16 March 1988, caused over 5000
deaths in less than 48hours

On 26 August, the Paris Public
Prosecutor’s office filed an order
for an enquiry to be opened
against X on the grounds of
“complicity with murder”,
“complicity with attempted
murder” and “possession” of the
products of these crimes, accord-

ATTACK ON HALABJA

ing to a legal authority cited the
Agence France Press (AFP).
Because it cannot be applied
retroactively, the “crime against
humanity”, which is no longer
part of the legal code since 1994
was not admissible. Whether or
not the facts can be proscribed
has not yet been decided by the
judges.

The two lawyers representing
the twenty plaintiffs David Pere,
a Frenchman and Gavriel
Mairone, an American, state
they have “over 100,000 docu-
ments” enabling the manner
whereby Iraq had been able to
supply itself with chemical
weapons to be traced. These
cover the period between 1983
and 1988, that is from the start of
the mass massacres in Kurdistan

by the kidnapping and secret
execution of 8000 members of
the Barzani tribe, then the war
with Iran (with the use of chemi-
cal weapons) and finally the
Anfal decision (deportations,
mass executions, gassing of pop-
ulations). These events essential-
ly occurred during the last years
of the war with Iran and have
already been made known to the
public.

The documents held by the
lawyers (some of which have
hitherto remained secret) are this
said to implicate 427 companies
in all countries. According to Mr
Mairone, 20 of them in full
knowledge of their use, amongst
which some French companies
whose names have not yet been
made public.

CULTURE:

DEATH OF THE POET SHERKO BEKAS

he Kurdish poet Shérko

Bekas died on 4 August

of a cancer in Stockholm,

where he had been

undergoing treatment
for several months.

Shérko Bekas was born in 1940

at Suleimaniyah of a family with
a great love of literature and cul-
ture. His father, Fayik Bekas
(1905-48) was a patriotic poet
who had several times been
arrested and jailed.

Orphaned at seven years of age,

Shérko Bekas went through his
primary and secondary school-
ing in Suleimaniyah. In 1959 he
left to study in Baghdad at a
technical college.

He started writing at the age of
17 and published poems in the
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paper Jin (Life) and short stories
in a review called Hetaw (The
Sun). Very quickly his poems
stated appearing in prestigious
Kurdish literary reviews like
Roji Muwé (New Day) and Hiwa
(Hope).

Threatened with imprisonment
in 1965 by the General Aref
regime he took to the mountains
and joined the resistance move-
ment, broadcasting on the Denge
Shoreshé radio ((The Voice of
the Revolution) and was also
one of the editors of the paper
Dengi Peshmerge (The voice of
the Peshmergas).

In 1970, following the March
Agreement between the Iraqi
government and the Kurdish
movement, Kurdish writers
were again able to express them-
selves and publish freely in Iraq.
In April 1970, together with the
novelists Hussein Aréf and Kake
Mem Botanim and the poets
Jelal Mirza Kerim and Jemal
Sharbajéri, he wrote a manifesto
entitled “Marsad” (The
Telescope) in which the five men
expressed their aspirations and
their literary programme:

“We want our works and our liter-
ary creations to be adapted to the
spirit of our times, taking into
account new concepts and doctrines
and holding up a mirror or genuine
reflection of our Kurdish society as
part of human society as a whole.

Our manifesto will thus be the junc-
tion point of all the trends and new
ideas. These will meet, despite the
diversity of their convictions and
their philosophical and ideological
commitments or their intellectual
stands regarding humanity and life.

We are not rising blindly against
our heritage, indeed we think that
the authentic national heritage
serves as a resolute support for the
new creations and tendencies. Our
new productions and were born and
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grew out of it”. (Marsad N°1,
Baghdad 1970)

In 1974, however, war broke out
again in Kurdistan and he had
once again to go underground.
After General Barzani’s defeat in
1975, he returned to
Suleimaniyah before being
placed under house arrest in
Western Iraq, well away from
Kurdistan. However he contin-
ued writing and his poems were
passed around secretly in
Kurdish resistance circles.

In 1984 he again succeeded in
fleeing to the mountains until
1986. He again broadcast on the
Kurdish resistance e radio, tool
part in founding the Union of
Kurdish Writers and published
in many of the reviews and bul-
letins that came out in the “free
zones” held by the Peshmergas.

Invited to several European
countries, he chose to settle in
Sweden in 1987. In 1992, after
the second Gulf War he returned
to the partially freed Iraqi
Kurdistan

He was appointed Minister of
Culture in the first Kurdistan
Regional Government.

Shérko Bekas came to the fore as
a renovator of Kurdish poetry,
with his collection of poems
Rawange (Vision), which
appeared in 1970. This broke
with the classical metres intro-
duced unrhymed poems and
with his resort to “Poster
poems” in 1975

His poetry has been translated
into Arabic, Swedish, Danish,
Dutch, French and English. His
completed poetical works have
been published in two volumes
of a thousand pages, published
in Stockholm.

He was buried in a national
funeral in his native city of

Suleimaniyah, in the city’s prin-
cipal park, the Azadi (Freedom)
Park. In addition to an enormous
crowd, his funeral was attended
by the Vice President of the
Kurdistan Region, Kosrat
Rassoul, the Assistant t General
Secretary of the PUK, Imad
Ahmed, and the former Prime
Minister of the Kurdistan
Region, Barham Salih, along
with a number of officials and
government representatives.

However, this is only a tempo-
rary burial place because
Suleimaniyah is going to build a
“Cultural Estate”, a building
that will house the graves of the
province’s major cultural and lit-
erary figures.

A collection of his poems, trans-
lated into French by Kamal
Maroof was published in 1995
by the Harmattan publishing
house and we print here some of
its poems.

The night of ancient tales
Scream the winds and run wild
like a woman terrorised.
Shut the eyes, the waves.
Torn to shreds are the clouds
dispersed like carded cotton
in the grey skies of the
Euphrates.
The clouds are a white dove’s feathers
wingless she tries to fly
My heart is pomegranate squeezed of
juice.
I'm seated this night close to the
chimney in my room
Facing my aged mother dear
Looking at her old weakened eyes.
This the night for stories
We'll go visiting tonight ...
Las and Khazar*
I listen to my mum religiously
I listen — Las speaks, Las leaves
and I travel with him from one stream
to another
from the foot of one mountain
to another
from one mountain to another 1
travel with him
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and when the wings of sleep flutter
in my eyes
I hear the Euphrates and him

still sob and cry.
At the very end
Las leaves, putting great leagues
behind him.

(*) A pair of lovers in a Kurdish
epic.

Death.
When the leaf of a tree died, so died
one of my letters,
When the mountain spring died, so
died my words,
When died a garden of my dream, so
died a phrase,
But
O ten-year-old girl
O daughter of Heleden*
When they killed you

a dozen of my poems died at
once.

(*) A village in Suleimaniyah
Province.

Addresses

No name of town
nor quarter
nor of street

No telephone number
nor of letter box
do I have

But

Each day

Along my way

Green letters come to me
from far away . . .
and from nearby

Because

My poems are postmen of love
And my address
The trench of the last martyr

The road

On a certain day

The earth gave birth

To a volcano

And it gave birth to Kurdistan

And Kurdistan gave birth to Ararat

From Ararat are born the Kurds

From Kurds are born these twins
pain and defiance

and from these was born

Yilmaz Guney’s own way.

The first and last cries
One minute, thirty seconds some tic
tacs
Before eleven o’clock
The sky was like the soul of
Mewlewi™

Clear and pure
Like the hose d’Ehmed Mukhtar™*
would ride
The beauty of spring was in the
neighing of the horse
And the peak of Gulan
Had placed a rose-star taken from
Shem™***

Onto the hairs of

Goran****

One minute thirty seconds some tic-
tacs

Before eleven o’clock

Under the ceiling of a room

In Halabja there lived

A family, father and mother and a
little girl

A few tic-tacs... before eleven
o’clock.

The mother rocked the cradle

The little child smiled
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The father lay
Listening to a tape.
Eleven o’clock has sounded
Ding dong, twice or thrice
A smoke like the heart of Ibn "Ujah
And the air, dying
And the Spring, dying
The father, the mother and the child
At eleven o’clock
Beneath the ceiling of a room
There in Halabjah
Have become three stones
Encompassed in
A single statue
After eleven o’clock
A town resembles
A strangled dove
Its wrung neck beneath its wings
Its voice stifled
In a Southern town
No birdsong, no cheeping chicks
No whispering
No outcry, not a sigh
Not a soul is breathing
After eleven o’clock.
Only the cry of a voice within this
town
Reached the ears of the mountain
Through all the arsine™™***
Struggling to reach
The shores of life
Only this voice
After eleven o’clock
The voice of magnetic tape
In the room
Playing the hymn to arms
And the men who fight

(*) A Kurdish poet (1806-1882)
(**) A Kurdish poet assassinated
in 1935.

(***) Name of a crown in a
Kurdish epic.

(****) A Kurdish poet (1904-1962)
(*****) A Poison gas.
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Par FRANCE 24

a tension monte dans le nord et I'est de
Lla Syrie entre les Kurdes et des groupes
de rebelles djihadistes liés au réseau Al-
Qaida. A la suite de violents combats contre
des combattants kurdes dans deux villages
du nord-est de la Syrie, des djihadistes ont
pris en otage environ 200 civils kurdes,
d’apres I'OSDH, une ONG syrienne qui
s'appuie sur un large réseau de militants et
sources médicales en Syrie.

Les "combattants du Front Al-Nosra et de
I'Etat islamique en Irak et au Levant (EIIL)
ont pris le contréle du village de Tall Aren
dans la province d'Alep et assiegent un
autre village proche, Tall Hassel. lls ont pris
en otage environ 200 civils parmi les habi-
tants des deux villages", a en effet indiqué
|'Observatoire syrien des droits de I'homme
(OSDH) dans un communiqué publié mer-
credi 31 juillet.

Selon le président de I'OSDH, Rami Abdel
Rahmane, les affrontements ont "éclaté
dimanche a l'aube apres I'appel d'un des
chefs de I'EIIL a aller combattre la brigade
kurde" relevant de I'Armée syrienne libre
(ASL), la principale composante de la rébel-
lion contre le régime de Bachar Al-Assad.

Les djihadistes ont alors lancé un assaut
contre le siége d'un bataillon de cette
brigade a Tall Hassel, tuant son chef, a-t-il
précisé. L'assaut a provoqué de violents
combats entre kurdes et djihadistes dans
ces deux villages qui ont codté la vie a "16

Arab-Islamic jihadists from the al-Nusra
front linked to al-Qaeda. Photo: Reuters.

kurdes dont 11 combattants" et a 10 dji-
hadistes dont un dirigeant d'Al-Nosra, tou-
jours selon I'OSDH.

Ce n’est pas la premiere fois qu’un événe-
ment de ce type se produit dans la région.
Le 21 juillet, des djihadistes avaient relaché
quelque 300 civils kurdes qu'ils avaient cap-
turés la veille, en représailles a I'arrestation
d'un de leurs commandants par des com-
battants kurdes dans le nord de la Syrie.

"Mobilisation générale" contre
les djihadistes

Ces évenements interviennent au lendemain
d’un appel a la mobilisation générale contre
les groupes djihadistes lancé par la princi-
pale milice kurde en Syrie. Et ce, apres
I’assassinat dans un attentat a la voiture
piégée de Isa Huso, membre du Conseil

Des djihadistes prennent 200 civils kurdes
en otage dans le nord du pays

Des groupes djihadistes liés a Al-Qaida ont pris en otages environ 200 civils kurdes aprés de
violents combats contre des combattants kurdes dans deux villages du nord-est de la Syrie,
selon une ONG syrienne mercredi.

supréme kurde, une plateforme réunissant la
plupart des mouvements kurdes de Syrie.
Ce dernier avait violemment critiqué, peu de
temps auparavant les agissements de I'Etat
islamique en Irak et au Levant.

"Les Comités de protection du peuple kurde
(YPG) ont appelé tous ceux qui peuvent
porter des armes a se joindre a leurs rangs
pour protéger les zones qu'ils contrélent des
attaques de I'Etat islamique d'lrak et du
Levant et du Front AL-Nosra", a indiqué
I’OSDH, citant le communiqué. La milice se
dit préte "a repousser les attaques dans les
territoires qui sont sous [son] contrdle".

L'YPJ est considérée comme la branche
armée du Parti de I'union démocratique
(PYD). Celui-ci est I'émanation syrienne du
Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK),
considéré comme "terroriste" en Turquie.

Depuis deux semaines, de violents combats
aux abords de la frontiére turque opposent
les djihadistes aux combattants kurdes qui
ont réussi a chasser les islamistes de
plusieurs secteurs, le plus important étant la
localité de Ras Al-Ain.

Alors que la rébellion est globalement com-
posée de sunnites, majoritaires en Syrie, et
que les alaouites minoritaires se tiennent
derriére le président Assad, qui appartient a
cette communauté issue de l'islam chiite, la
minorité kurde syrienne se retrouve prise en
étau dans le conflit, se battant alternative-
ment contre les uns et les autres. O

6 aoiit 2013

Syrie : des rebelles
ont execute 450
otages kurdes

Par La Voix de la Russie |

Des rebelles des groupes extrémistes Jabhat al-Nusra et
Etat islamique d'lrak et du Levant ont perpétré un nouveau
crime sanglant dans le Nord de la Syrie.

La chaine arabophone iranienne al Alam a annoncé lundi que

des islamistes avaient exécuté 450 otages kurdes (120 enfants et
330 femmes et vieillards) dans la ville de Tell Abyad située prées
de la frontiére de la Turquie. La chaine ne précise pas la date du
massacre.

La semaine derniére, Al Hayat et d'autres éditions arabes ont
annoncé que des islamistes détenaient plus de 300 otages. Ce
sont des membres des familles des combattants de la brigade
kurde qui faisant d'abord partie de 'Armée syrienne libre avant de
passer du coté des forces d'autodéfense kurde apres le déclenche-
ment du conflit armé dans les provinces d'el Hasika et de Rakka.

Les médias gouvernementaux et les sources d'opposition n‘'ont
pas confirmé les informations diffusées par la chaine iranienne.
En exécutant les otages, Al-Qaida se serait vengée des défaites
que les Kurdes lui auraient infligées au cours de ces derniéres
semaines. @
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En Syrie, les Kurdes

préparent leur autonomie

® Des groupes djihadistes liés au réseau Al-Qaida ont pris en
otages environ 200 civils kurdes dans le nord de la Syrie.

o La Turquie s’inquiéte de la création d’une éventuelle zone
autonome kurde syrienne a sa frontiere.

Combattants
kurdes des
Unités de
défense du peu-
ple, branche
armée du Parti
de l'union
démocratique
(Muzaffar
Salman/Reuter

s).

es combattants djihadistes de «

I'Etat islamique en Irak et au Levant
» (EIIL) et du Front Al-Nosra, deux
groupes de l'opposition syrienne liés a
Al-Qaida, ont pris le contrdle du village
a majorité kurde de Tall Aren et assie-
gent Tall Hassel, un autre village proche,
lui aussi a majorité kurde, dans le nord-
est de la Syrie.

Les djihadistes avaient commencé par
lancer un assaut, a Tall Hassel, contre le
siege d’'un bataillon des Unités de
défense du peuple (YPG), la branche
armée du Parti de 'union démocratique
(PYD), proche du Parti des travailleurs
du Kurdistan (PKK) — qui opeére en
Turquie —, tuant son chef.

L’assaut a provoqué de violents combats
entre Kurdes et djihadistes dans les deux
villages, qui ont cotté la vie, jusqu’a
mercredi 31 juillet, a « 16 Kurdes dont 11
combattants » et a 10 djihadistes, dont
un dirigeant d’Al-Nosra. Les djihadistes
ont par ailleurs pris en otages environ
200 habitants kurdes de ces deux local-
ités.

DEUX SEMAINES DE COMBATS
VIOLENTS

Selon Dulac Kamuran Laurent, journal-
iste kurde de Syrie, contacté par télé-
phone, « les 200 otages, parmi lesquels

des femmes et des enfants, ont été
emmenés a Raqa », ville sous le contrdle
des combattants de 1'Etat islamique en
Irak et au Levant (EIIL) — ou le pere
jésuite Paolo Dall’Oglio s’est rendu et
n’a pas réapparu. Il ajoute que « lors des
combats entre le groupe kurde du PYD
et les islamistes, deux émirs de I’EIIL ont
été tués, et des femmes kurdes ont été
violées par les combattants islamistes ».

Depuis deux semaines, de violents com-
bats opposent dans le Nord et le Nord-
Est syrien les djihadistes aux combat-
tants kurdes. Le 18 juillet, les Kurdes de
PYD ont réussi a chasser les islamistes
d’Al-Nosra de la localité de Ras-Al-Ain,
a la frontiere turque, par laquelle passe
'essentiel des combattants islamistes qui
viennent se battre en Syrie. Alors
qu’auparavant, pendant plusieurs mois,
Kurdes et islamistes combattaient cote a
cote dans la région.

Les combats s’étaient alors étendus dans
la province de Hassakeh, largement peu-
plée de Kurdes. Des heurts avaient lieu
aussi autour du gisement pétrolier de
Roumeilan, a 200 km a l'est de Ras-
Al-Ain, apparemment sous le contrdle
kurde du PYD.

60 % DU PETROLE SOUS
CONTROLE KURDE

Ce nouvel épisode illustre la guerre a

laquelle se livrent les différents groupes
pour le partage des zones syriennes. Dés
le début de la révolte en Syrie, en mars
2011, les Kurdes, qui représentent 15 %
de la population syrienne, ont entamé
un processus d’autonomie des régions
composées de villages kurdes.

D’abord dans la région d’Afrin, au nord
d’Alep o, grace au retrait sans heurt de
I’armée syrienne, ils ont sécurisé les vil-
lages — dont certains sont chrétiens —,
non sans avoir da affronter, a plusieurs
reprises, des groupes de 1I’Armée syri-
enne libre (ASL). Dans les régions sous
leur controle, les Kurdes ont mis en
place des conseils populaires, des
comités, une armée et une force de police
pour se défendre.

En mai dernier, Saleh Moslim, coprési-
dent du PYD, déclarait que 60 % du pét-
role syrien était sous le contrdle des
Kurdes. Les puits de pétrole et de gaz se
concentrent dans la province de Djezira,
a l’est. Une région riche en eau, en pét-
role et en gaz. L'autre zone pétroliere se
trouve dans la région de Deir-El-Zor,
proche de la frontiere irakienne, au sud
de Dijezira. Elle est controlée actuelle-
ment par des groupes tribaux sunnites.

L'INQUIETUDE D’ANKARA

Déja bien avant le début du conflit, la
production pétroliere en Syrie était en
forte baisse. Pour compenser cette ten-
dance, Damas espérait jouer la carte
d’un pays transitaire. Et ainsi offrir un
débouché sur la Méditerranée au pétrole
irakien, saoudien et d’autres pays du
Golfe, rapprochant ainsi de leurs
marchés ces zones de production
majeure.

La Turquie voisine suit avec inquiétude
la progression, a sa frontiere, des Kurdes
alliés au PKK turc. Ankara redoute la
création d'une région autonome kurde
en Syrie, a la faveur de la guerre civile,
qui ferait la jonction avec la zone
autonome kurde d’Irak, plus a l'est. Elle
craint aussi qu’'une victoire du PYD en
Syrie ne remette en cause le cessez-le-feu
intervenu entre le gouvernement turc et
le PKK, en mai dernier.

Selon cet accord, les combattants kurdes
devaient étre transférés au Kurdistan
irakien. Mais il est fort possible qu'une
partie soit aujourd’hui en train de se bat-
tre en Syrie sous la banniére du PYD, sa
branche syrienne, considérée par Ankara
comme « une organisation séparatiste
terroriste ». @
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Turkish-Kurdish
Alliance in New
Millennium?

i Relations between the Turkish government

i and the Kurdistan Region in Iraq are showing

i an unprecedented improvement. Cooperation
is occurring over a wide range of issues, notes
i ldrees Mohammed.

! www.middle-east-online.com

he once cold relations between successive Turkish governments
H and the Kurdish populations have been turning hot. This is cru-
cial because the improvement may ultimately result in a concrete,
i strategic derail from the deeply-rooted traditional Turkish attitude
i towards the Kurds. In fact this change may be seen as the end of
Turkish hibernation rather than a new beginning. Ironically, Turkey’s
ambitions having been disrupted by the Arab Spring, this develop-
i ment, became a powerful driving for Turkey to accelerate the trans-
formation of Kurdish issue. If this process - subject to strict limits
i constructed by Turkish and Kurdish interests - goes ahead success-
fully, it will mark a milestone in Turkish-Kurdish relations and will
i likely produce seismic repercussions on the region’s politics.

¢ In a region that is geopolitically crucial as it brings together signifi-
i cant interests of both regional and non-regional powerhouse coun-
i tries, neighboring states cannot afford to be passive spectators to
events on the Kurdish stage. It is reasonable, therefore, to argue
i that the influential forces in such an area would seek to achieve
i equilibrium, allowing them to extract benefits. In the final analysis
i everything depends on their interests. Penetrated and subject to
fierce rivalries, the region remains at the mercy of influential pow-
ers. The word mercy simply does not exist in the politicians’ diction-
i aries. Only political terminologies dominate.

Such a situation is a double edged sword with regard to the Kurds.
On the one hand, following the dismantlement of the Ottoman
i Empire, the Kurds were promised independence. The influential
: powers of the era later calculated that political benefits had to
override ethnic considerations. The result was a Kurdish setback
that is now a century old and unresolved.

i The other edge of the sword bandages these Kurdish wounds. The
nature of their region has seen the Kurds become a main player in
the game and has produced the building blocks of Kurdish state-
i hood. As a consequence of the Gulf War a Kurdish quasi-state
i emerged and continues to develop multi-dimensionally. Two decades
i later, and confirming the fundamental instability of the region, the
i Arab Spring has shaken the tectonic plates of the region.

i All of the neighboring countries in which the Kurds live automatical-
i ly repudiated the granting of Kurdish rights. While the remainder of
i the regionally influential powers simply pursue their own interests.
i Haunted by the injustice they have faced, enthusiastic about the
i struggle and determined to achieve their ambitions; the Kurds have
come to view the sporadic instability and uproar, a characteristic of
the region, as a window of hope, and have resorted to various tac-
tics in order not to miss opportunities.

¢ Bearing this in mind, Turkey, among others, understands that devel-
i opments on the Kurdish stage could open a Pandora’s Box for it.

Consequently, the traditional Turkish rationale for its attitude
towards the Kurds would suggest that trying to keep the box locked i
is better than trying to close it later. More recent thinking, howev- :
er, leans towards recognizing that it might be more beneficial to
attempt to turn it into a golden opportunity. i

This now appears to be happening. Relations between the Turkish
government and the Kurdistan Region in Iraq are showing an :
unprecedented improvement. Cooperation is occurring over a wide :
range of issues. While the region has become a budding market for
Turkish products and a gift for Turkish investment companies, Turkey
in return is becoming the region’s main conduit for the transfer of :
its energy products to international markets. Currently viewed by :
Turkey as a crucial partner in resolving its own Kurdish problem, the
Kurdistan Region is in constant contact with Turkey’s Kurdish offi- i
cials while simultaneously receiving the armed PKK guerrillas as
they withdraw from Turkish soil. The Justice and Development Party
(AKP) and Iraqi Kurds have been in continuous contact and, in some
cases, have coordinated moves, concerning developments in Turkey,
Iraq, Syria, and beyond.

Meanwhile, Turkey and its own Kurds are having historic peace talks.
Given the fact that such a process is always subject to potential sab-
otage by internal and external factors, it has passed several tough :
tests, demonstrating the serious intent of both parties to the
process. While the Kurds are expecting an AKP supported constitu-
tion envisioning Kurdish rights, the AKP, in return, expects Kurdish
support for Turkey.

It is possible to hypothesize that the AKP’s recent policy in favor of
Turkey’s Kurds has been much influenced by developments in Syria’s
Kurdish region and is now, somewhat positively, affecting its policy
towards Syria’s Kurds. The nature of the relationship between the
Turkish government and Turkey’s Kurds certainly affects its policy :
towards Kurds beyond its borders, albeit to different degrees. :
Furthermore this has resulted in a spillover regarding the Syrian :
Kurdish attitude towards the Turkish government. Though still far
from being firmly established, there has been a clear improvement
in the discourse between the Turkish government and Syria’s Kurds.

The background to this state of affairs consists of complex parts.
Turkey has undergone multi-pronged developments. The assumption :
of the Justice and Development Party to power led to dramatic
changes in the political landscape of the state. The AKP began to
take a different route in its domestic and foreign policies. Its ambi- !
tions aimed to take Turkey to a top position in the hierarchy of :
regional and international systems. Interestingly, the party, follow- :
ing generations of political denial during which the state viewed
itself as the guardian of traditional Turkish nationalist ideology, cal- :
culated accurately that the achievement of these goals would be
torpedoed by oppressing its own Kurds and marginalizing the Kurds
outside its borders, but might be realized by embracing them all. Of
late this has had to translate into tangible moves as; on the one
hand, the Kurdish issue is highly sensitive, while on the other, the
AKP needed to guarantee its survival and rule. These changes result- i
ed in a strengthening of AKP power, and given the party more say on
subjects relating to Kurdish issues.

Other aspects driving the movement forward relate to the Kurdish
stage. The removal of the Ba’ath regime in Iraq has wounded Turkey.
While Turkey had no great enthusiasm for Saddam Hussein, he had :
been a protector of Turkish interests in Irag. Irag’s territorial :
integrity, which is Turkey’s end-game in Iraq, has now been put in
real jeopardy as Iragi governments may fail to keep Iraq territorial-
ly glued together. With their growing control over their own home-
land the status of the Kurds has been greatly improved. The Kurds
have now become an important player in both Iraq’s politics and the
region. :

Syria’s Arab Spring only added to Turkey’s deeply-rooted fears about
the increasing Kurdish influence. Its aggressive policy with regard to !
Syria’s crisis was greatly influenced by the Kurdish issue since =




Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

= Syria had been the PKK’s nest for over a decade. Added to that,
: relations between the Kurds in Iraq and Syria are well established.
i The complex nature of politics in Damascus may allow for develop-
i ments to take a path perceived as very threatening to Turkish per-
ceptions of its national interests. In the Turkish view the potential
i for the “PKK-ization” of the Kurdish issue or/and the “KRG-ization”
i of the Kurdish zone in Syria would surely have a domino effect on
i Turkey’s Kurds, and, potentially, carry dangers for the survival of the
i Turkish state.

! The improvement of Kurdish status in Syria has not only strength-
i ened the leverage of Iraqi Kurds, it also emboldened Turkish Kurds
i to bitterly fight for their rights. As the Kurdish clout in Syria was
being consolidated, the long-term Kurdish struggle in Turkey was hit-
ting a new record. The crisis in Syria effectively contributed to the
i holding of historic peace talks in Turkey. Resolving its Kurdish prob-

lem peacefully is what Turkey must do and the sooner the better.
: Interestingly, Turkish politicians were rushed into intensive care by
i the sudden developments favorable to the Kurds. This problem
effectively denied Turkish policy makers the ability to move forward
domestically, regionally and internationally. Since Turkey’s concerns
i regarding the Kurdish populations in neighboring states are caused
entirely by its failure to address its own Kurdish issues, their resolu-
i tion would provide Turkey with a route to the Kurds beyond its bor-
¢ ders. Acknowledging Kurdish existence at home and away as an
asset, rather than a punishment, is what Turkey should eventually
i come to acknowledge.

i Turkey can derive much benefit from an alliance with the Kurds. A
i full and willing acknowledgement of the change in Kurdish status in
i the region will help to repair the self-harm that Turkey has persist-
i ed in inflicting for generations. Such an agreement would lead to a
strengthening of both parties domestically, regionally and interna-
i tionally.

On their part the Kurds are eager for such a development. Turkey,
viewed as a strategic country in the region, is the Kurds main gate-
way to the western world and a potential counterbalance to possi-
ble events further east. The western countries have been a major :
source of legitimacy for the Kurdistan Region and are the markets
for Kurdish energy resources. While, for the Kurds Turkey is regard- :
ed as a potential bulwark against Arab nationalism and fundamen-
talism.

Overall, the current state of affairs between Turkey and the Kurdish :
population may result in a formal Turkish-Kurdish alliance. In the :
meantime it will remain as an agreement between the AKP and the
Kurds, rather than a formal pact between Kurds and the Turkish :
state. Domestically, the AKP and the Turkish Kurds may join hands to :
resolve the Kurdish problem by making a new constitution that :
envisages Kurdish rights and a presidential system. If successful, the
AKP and the Kurds may establish future political alliances, although
individual interests will be dominant. Regionally, Turkey will con-
tribute to a Kurdish ascendancy and this will contribute to enhanc- :
ing Turkey’s influence. By the act of working together, they will
affect regional politics. H

This alliance will be subject to severe ceilings. It will exclude a dec- :
laration of Kurdish independence, one of Turkey’s main objectives
being the prevention of the Kurds assuming statehood. In addition :
the survival of any alliance that may be established will remain at
the mercy of domestic, regional and international factors and devel- :
opments. Nationalist ambitions and geopolitical considerations will
always keep the alliance subject to the threat of sabotage. H

Idrees Mohammed works at University of Duhok, Kurdistan Region
- Iraq. He largely monitors and writes on Turkey’s policy towards :
the Kurds and Kurdish issues. He tweets @ldreesMohammd
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Syrian Jihadists Kidnap
200 Kurdish Civilians

An Al-Qaeda-linked group in Syria kidnapped around 200 Kurdish

civilians after violent clashes with Kurdish fighters.

By Elad Benari

that these groups and the FSA “have
become one side in attacking the Kurdish
people.”

For more than a year, Syrian Kurds have
been threatened by the Islamic extremists
who long ago split from the more secular
and so-called “moderate” National Syrian
Council opposition forces.

Syria's long-oppressed Kurdish minority
is now taking advantage of the Syrian civil

An Al-Qaeda-linked group in Syria kid-
napped around 200 Kurdish civilians
after violent clashes with Kurdish fighters
in the country, a monitoring group said
on Wednesday, according to Al Arabiya.

“Fighters of Al-Nusra Front and the
Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIS)
have seized control of Tall Aren village in
Aleppo province and are laying siege to
another village nearby, Tall Hassel. They
have taken hostage around 200 civilians
from the inhabitants of the two villages,”
said the Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights, which collects data from medics
and activists on the ground.

“They have taken hostage around 200
civilians from the inhabitants of the two
villages,” said the Observatory.

The main Kurdish militia called on
Tuesday for battling jihadists after a

Kurdish leader was killed following weeks
of clashes between the Kurds and radical
Islamists.

“We call on the Kurdish people... to step
forward... anyone fit to bear arms should
join the ranks of the Committees for the
Protection of the Kurdish People (YPG)
and to face the assaults of these [jihadist]
armed groups,” said a YPG statement
quoted by Al Arabiya.

Isa Huso, a well-known Kurdish politician,
was killed near his place of residence in
Qamishli.

“Despite our repeated calls to the
National Coalition and the Free Syrian
Army (FSA) command... to date these par-
ties have failed to take a clear position”
against the radicals, the YPG statement
said.

It said it was clear that FSA battalions, Al-
Nusra Front and ISIS in particular, were
coordinating with jihadist groups, adding

war and is seeking to establish an autono-
mous region - free of Arab rule - similar to
that in northern Irag.

In addition to the war against President
Bashar Al-Assad, over the past several
weeks a second civil war has begun bre-
wing in Syria, between the more mode-
rate, Western-backed rebel groups and
the Islamist extremist groups.

One of the jihadist groups, Al-Nusra
Front, has pledged allegiance to Al-Qaeda
chief Ayman al-Zawabhiri.

Members of Al-Nusra and other Syrian
rebels groups have committed atrocities
during the Syrian civil war, including
publicly beheading a Catholic priest who
was accused of collaborating with Bashar
Al-Assad’s regime.

In July, Syrian rebels linked to Al-Qaeda
killed a senior figure in the Western-
backed Free Syrian Army (FSA). @
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Syrie: les Kurdes défendent leur
autonomie face aux djihadistes

Groupes djihadistes et milices
kurdes s'affrontent pour le con-
trole des territoires libérés dans le
nord-est de la Syrie. Apres avoir
profité de 1'effondrement du pou-
voir de Bachar el-Assad dans
cette région pour installer un
début d'autonomie, les Kurdes
craignent que leur projet ne soit
remis en cause.

En Syrie, les combats n'opposent pas seu-
lement les forces du régime aux rebelles.
Depuis deux semaines, ils font rage, aussi,
au nord du pays, entre la minorité kurde et
certains groupes djihadistes. "Ce ne sont
plus des combats entre électrons libres
vaguement organisés, souligne Boris
James, chercheur a l'Institut francais du
Proche-Orient et spécialiste des Kurdes.
Les niveaux de violences sont suffisam-
ment élevés pour dire qu'il y a une offen-
sive claire."

Mercredi 31 juillet, des combattants de
I'Etat islamique d'Irak et du Levant (EIIL)
et du Front Al Nosra, deux groupes liés a
Al Qaida, ont pris le controle de deux loca-
lités, prenant en otages environ 200 civils
kurdes. Les comités de la protection du
peuple Kurde (YPG), principales milices
kurdes de Syrie, ont appelé a la mobilisa-
tion générale afin de protéger les zones
dont ils avaient réussi a s'emparer en profi-
tant du chaos créé par la guerre civile
depuis un an.

UN PAYS MORCELLE

Cet appel sans précédent précipite 1'entrée
en guerre des Kurdes. Jusque la prudents,
ils s'étaient mis volontairement a 1'écart de
toute confrontation. "Quand la phase
armée de la révolution a commencé, les
milices kurdes ont pris leurs distances avec
la rébellion pour se placer en position
d'attente, explique Ziad Majed, professeur
d'études sur le Moyen-Orient a l'université

18 juillet 2013- des combattants Kurdes lors d'une cérémonie a Qamishli, dans

le nord de la Syrie. AFP/STR

américaine de Paris et spécialiste de la
Syrie. Mais quand les groupes djihadistes
ont commencé a menacer le territoire qu'ils
occupent, les combats ont éclaté au nord."

L'assassinat d'un dirigeant kurde, Isa Huso,
membre du PYD, branche syrienne du
PKK - parti indépendantiste kurde- a accé-
1éré l'explosion d'un conflit larvé. "La
situation de neutralité qui faisait que tout le
monde jouait un jeu de dupe a éclaté",
explique Boris James.

Les affrontements mettent surtout en
lumiere la bataille que se livrent les diffé-
rents groupes pour le gain des territoires
libérés dans le nord du pays. De fait, la
Syrie est morcelée en différentes zones ou
chaque groupe tente d'imposer son leader-
ship: une partie nord-est aux mains des
milices kurdes, les régions tenues par le
gouvernement autour de Damas, Homs et
la zone littorale de Lattaquié, et les terri-
toires contrdlés par les rebelles, qui
s'étendent d'Alep jusqu'a I'Irak, en passant
par la vallée de I'Euphrate.

"Alors que les Kurdes souhaitent mettre en
place une zone autonome sur le modele
irakien, les djihadistes qui s'activent depuis
6 mois et profitent du vide politique et du
manque de moyens de I'Armée Syrienne
Libre veulent quant a eux imposer leur
interprétation de la Charia dans le nord du
pays, explique Ziad Majed. Les deux pro-
jets ne pouvant pas cohabiter, cela
débouche nécessairement sur des com-
bats."

L'AMBITION DJIHADISTE,
PRINCIPAL OBSTACLE A
L'AUTONOMIE KURDE

Pour mener a bien leur projet islamique,
les groupes djihadistes de I'EIIL et du
Front Al-Nosra entendent se débarrasser de
leurs concurrents- Armée Syrienne Libre
(ASL) et milices kurdes- afin de controler
les "zones libérées" du nord. Et tous les
coups sont permis, au risque d'affaiblir la

rébellion contre Bachar el-Assad.

En témoigne l'assassinat de Kamal
Hamami, chef d'un bataillon rebelle de
I'Armée syrienne libre (ASL) dans la
région de Lattaquié - connu sous son nom
de guerre d'Abou Bassir- par des tirs de
combattants de I'Etat islamique en Irak et
au Levant. "Depuis le mois d'avril, les
groupes djihadistes partent trés rarement
au combat contre les forces d'Assad, sou-
ligne Ziad Majed. Ils sont davantage
préoccupés par le contrdle et la gestion des
territoires libérés comme a Idleb ou Raqqa
ou ils veulent imposer un modele isla-
miste."

Les Kurdes, de leur coté, entendent bien
profiter des luttes intestines entre djiha-
distes et 'ASL ainsi que l'hostilité crois-
sante de la population locale pour se débar-
rasser d'Al Nosra et I'EIIL. Peut-on pour
autant imaginer une alliance objective
entre milices kurdes et I'ASL? "Jusqu'a
maintenant cela n'a pas été possible. Mais
théoriquement au moins, cela ne manque-
rait pas d'avantages. Une telle alliance per-
mettrait a la fois d'affaiblir le régime et de
d'encercler les djihadistes, prophétise Ziad
Majed. Cependant, dans les rangs de
I'ASL, comme dans les rangs kurdes cer-
tains sont tres méfiants quant aux ambi-
tions des autres."

VERS UN SCENARIO A
L'IRAKIENNE?

Depuis le début du souleévement syrien, les
Kurdes jouent les équilibristes en tenant a
égale distance la rébellion et le régime.
Aujourd'hui, ils comptent défendre leurs
intéréts jusqu'au bout. La construction et la
préservation d'une région autonome est
devenue leur priorité. Enfin maitres chez
eux, ils n'entendent pas laisser passer cette
opportunité historique. "Nous nous
sommes durement battus pour chasser le
régime oppresseur (d'Assad) et son =

1
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= armée, ce n'est pas pour laisser des
groupes liés a Al Qaida nous voler notre
victoire", affirmait ainsi, le 19 juillet, le
porte-parole du PYD, Nawaf Khalil.

Les Kurdes, qui représentent quelque 10%
de la population syrienne (un peu plus de
2 millions d'habitants), sont marqués par
des décennies d'injustice et de répression
sous le régime de Hafez Al Assad puis de
son fils Bachar. "Les Kurdes étaient privés
de droits politique, une grande partie
n'avait méme pas de papiers, rappelle Ziad
Majed. Leur identité a été toujours €té
niée par le partie Baas, profondément
panarabe." Minorité bafouée, exclue des
postes importants de l'administration, ils
entendent ne plus étre traités comme des
citoyens de second rang.

Comme la communauté kurde d' Irak, ils
ont profité de l'effondrement de l'autorité
centrale en Syrie pour exercer une autono-
mie recherchée depuis longtemps. Dans
les régions sous leur contréle, ils ont mis
en place des conseils populaires, une
armée et une force de police pour se
défendre. Un processus facilité par une
relative indépendance économique. Le
nord du pays abrite d'importantes res-
sources agricoles et surtout des gisements

d'hydrocarbures. En mai dernier, Saleh
Moslim déclarait que 60% du pétrole
syrien - des réserves estimées a 2,5 mil-
liards de barils- était sous le contrdle des
Kurdes.

Toutefois, les zones de peuplements
kurdes sont divisées en plusieurs entités.
Ce qui risque d'étre un frein a tout projet
d'autonomie, selon Boris James. "Les trois
enclaves kurdes de Syrie empéchent de
former toute unité territoriale". De plus, le
PYD méme s'il est renforcé par la situa-
tion n'est pas le seul groupe politique
kurde. Une divergence d'intéréts n'est pas
a exclure entre les Kurdes résidant sur dif-
férents territoires. "On peut se demander
ce que feront les Kurdes de Damas et
d'Alep qui représentent une partie impor-
tante de la population kurde de Syrie,
s'interroge Ziad Majed. Vont-ils aller vivre
au nord-est? Et qu'en est-il de tous les
déplacés internes (arabes sunnites dans
leur majorité) qui ont trouvé refuge dans
les régions kurdes? Les aspects démogra-
phiques peuvent aujourd'hui compliquer
les choses."

L'EMBARRAS DE LA TURQUIE

En pleine négociation avec le PKK pour
une tréve historique, la Turquie voit d'un

mauvais oeil une éventuelle autonomie en
Syrie. Ankara craint que cela ne profite au
PKK et ne remette en cause les discus-
sions en cours. Les zones autonomes
d'Irak et de Syrie risqueraient de consti-
tuer une double base arriere pour la rébel-
lion kurde de Turquie.

Mais Ankara n'a pas le choix. Le risque de
voir s'installer durablement des groupes
djihadistes de l'autre c6té de ses frontieres
augmente chaque jour. "Elle sait surtout
qu'une autonomie kurde est devenue iné-
luctable, prévient Boris James. Son intérét
est d'accompagner ce mouvement." La
Turquie souhaite ainsi travailler avec le
PYD et éviter toute confrontation. En
témoigne la visite de Saleh Moslim a
Istanbul il y a deux semaines. Le leader du
PYD a notamment rencontré des respon-
sables des services de renseignement turcs
afin d'évoquer avec eux différents scéna-
rios. L'occasion, aussi, pour les Turcs, de
tenter d'imposer quelques lignes rouges.
Ankara, selon Ziad Majed, exige en parti-
culier des Kurdes qu'ils "restent opposés
au régime de Damas" et qu'ils "n'arrachent
pas leur autonomie par la force avant que
le conflit syrien ne soit résolu".

11 AOUT 2013

Les autorités kurdes irakiennes menacent
d’intervenir en Syrie contre Al-Qaida

Dans une lettre publiée samedi sur Internet, le dirigeant de la région autonome du Kurdistan
irakien a menacé d'intervenir dans le conflit syrien pour protéger la vie des civils kurdes de Syrie,

s'ils sont menacés par Al-Qaida.

e Kurdistan irakien est prét a prendre
Lla défense des Kurdes de Syrie s'il est
prouvé que ceux-ci sont menacés par des
combattants liégs a Al Qaida impliqués
dans la guerre civile syrienne, a déclaré
Massoud Barzani, président de la région
autonome kurde irakienne.

Dans une lettre publiée samedi sur
internet, il annonce avoir demandé I'envoi
en Syrie d'une mission chargée
d'enquéter sur les informations selon les-
quelles des "terroristes d'Al Qaida atta-
quent les populations civiles et massa-
crent des femmes et des enfants kurdes
innocents".

Les Kurdes de Syrie, profitant de
|"affaiblissement du pouvoir de Damas sur
une partie du territoire, ont installé une
autonomie de fait dans I'extréme nord-est
du pays, ou vit la majeure partie de leur
communauté. Mais ils se heurtent régulie-
rement aux djihadistes sunnites engagés
contre le régime de Bachar al Assad.

"Si les informations sont exactes et
montrent que des citoyens, les femmes et
les enfants de Kurdes innocents, sont

menacés de meurtres et d'actes terro-
ristes, la région du Kurdistan d'lrak utili-
sera tous les moyens dont elle dispose
pour défendre les femmes, les enfants et
les citoyens innocents", ajoute Massoud
Barzani dans son communiqué.

Il ne précise pas la nature et I'ampleur
de l'intervention envisagée.

Sa lettre a été adressée jeudi au
comité chargé de préparer le congrés
kurde prévu d'ici la fin du mois a Erbil, la
capitale de la région autonome kurde
d'lrak, et auquel doivent participer des
délégations venues de Syrie, de Turquie

et d'lran. Massoud Barzani a demandé a
ce comité de constituer une commission
chargée de se rendre en Syrie.

Les Kurdes d'lrak ont déja par le
passé approvisionné les Kurdes de Syrie
en carburant, en nourriture et en aide
médicale mais le communiqué de
Massoud Barzani fait référence apparem-
ment pour la premiere fois a une interven-
tion directe.

Les Kurdes de Syrie représentent
environ 10% de la population du pays
(20,8 millions d'habitants environ avant le
conflit) mais ils ont souffert de discrimina-
tions sous le régime de Bachar al Assad
comme sous celui de son pére Hafez.
Quelque 100.000 d'entre eux ont ainsi été
déchus de leur nationalité.

La prise de position du Kurdistan ira-
kien tranche avec la prudence affichée
par le gouvernement central de Bagdad:
le Premier ministre Nouri al Maliki, un
chiite, a assuré que I'lrak n'interviendrait
pas dans le conflit syrien. Bachar al Assad
s'appuie en Syrie sur la minorité alaouite,
une branche issue du chiisme.OReuters
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Syria: parties discuss forming
Kurdish regional government

Jordanian security placed on high alert as violent clashes break out on the northern
border between FSA and SAA units

www.aawsat.net

rbil and Amman, Asharq Al-

Awsat—Talks have begun between
the Democratic Union Party (PYD) and
other Kurdish factions in West
Kurdistan—the Kurdish region in
Syria—aimed at forming an interim
civilian administration. A source in
the PYD leadership stressed that it
would “represent all components and
the Kurdish political spectrum.”
Sherzad Al-Yazidi, the official spokes-
person for the People’s Council in
Western Kurdistan, said in a state-
ment to Asharq Al-Awsat that the
decision to form an autonomous civi-
lian administration was made long
ago, but it was delayed because of the
ongoing events in Syria. The People’s
Council is the political front of the
PYD.

Yazidi added that talks are currently
taking place to cement the formation
of this governing body. The pace of
developments in the region called for
the establishment of an administra-
tion to deal with the current situation,
which is an extremely volatile, he
added.

“Citizens in our Kurdish areas are
today facing many crises and living
problems,” the spokesman explained.
“Mainly, economic siege, a deteriora-
ting security situation due to increa-
sing attacks by extremist Islamic
forces—Jabhat Al-Nusra and the
Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS),
which are subsidiaries of Al-Qaeda—
as well as [the task of] finding one sin-
gle political authority to take on the
task of leading the current phase of
the Kurdish revolution.”

Talking about what form such an
authority would take, Yazidi said: “We
are now in the process of consulta-
tion, which will embrace all political
forces and organizations—including
the Kurdish National Council. It will
also ensure the representation of all
other constituents in the region, such
as Arabs, Turkmen, Christians and

Massoud Barzani, the
president of the
Kurdish regional gov-
ernment in northern
Iraq, is seen sitting
behind a Kurdish flag
prior to speaking to
supporters in the
northern Iraqi
Kurdish city of Arbil
on May 26, 2013. (AFP
Photo / Safin Hamed)

others, because we want to become a
base for an expansive government.”

In a statement, the head of the PYD,
Salih Muslim, indicated in statements
published by local news agencies that
discussions around the forming of “an
interim government” within Kurdish
territories in Syria had already begun.
“We hope that all parties will reach an
agreement in this regard, so that a
government that satisfies all sides can
be formed.”

Over the last week, Muslim has visited
officials in Turkey and Iran to discuss
the latest developments in Syria’s
Kurdish areas. He met with the head
of the Iranian wing of the Kurdistan
Democratic Party (KDP), Abd Al-Hakim
Bashar, and discussed compromises,
as well as monitoring the serious
threat faced by the Kurdish people
from Jabhat Al-Nusra, which has been
accused of mass murders of Kurdish
women, children and young males in
some Kurdish areas.

While the YPD says that its control of
most Kurdish areas in Syria is solid,
there have been considerable disagree-
ments with other Kurdish political
forces and parties.

These differences came despite the
fact a Kurdish Supreme Committee
was formed late last year—under the
guidance of the president of the
Kurdistan Regional Government,

Massoud Barzani—to contain such
disputes.

Elsewhere in Syria, fighting between
government and rebel forces conti-
nued.

Fragments of the Syrian conflict hit
Jordan yesterday with missiles lan-
ding near intelligence headquarters in
the border town of Ramtha, reportedly
as a result of clashes between govern-
ment forces and militias affiliated with
the Free Syrian Army (FSA).

Clashes have increased since the lea-
der of the National Coalition for the
Syrian Opposition forces, Ahmad
Jarba, entered the town of Dera’a and
visited areas controlled by the opposi-
tion forces, where he carried out Eid
prayers.

Sources pointed out that the FSA has
been trying to take control of Dera’a—
close to the border with Jordan—for
almost a year. Two shells landed near
a military intelligence building yester-
day, without any causalities, while a
third landed near a populated area.

There was also intense fighting in the
coastal province of Latakia, where FSA
Chief of Staff Salim Idriss was visiting
rebel fighters on a tour intended to
boost morale. News sources also
reported rebel gains in eastern Syria,
around Deir Al-Zour. 4+




Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

| swm

SYRIE ¢ Les Kurdes,
les oubliés du conflit ?

Un éditorialiste du journal du Kurdistan irakien Rudaw
s'inquicte du silence de la communauté internationale face
aux violents combats qui opposent les Kurdes du nord de

la Syrie a des djihadistes.

Rudaw/ Amir Sharifi

es grands médias occidentaux sont

trés rares a se faire I'écho des vio-
lences religieuses dont sont victimes
depuis plusieurs semaines les Kurdes
du nord de la Syrie ("Rojava" pour les
Kurdes a savoir le Kurdistan de 1'ouest -
la zone ethnique du Kurdistan est divisé
entre quatre pays, Iran, Irak, Turquie,
Syrie). Il est pourtant notoire que les
groupes armés affiliés a Al-Qaida ont
ouvert un nouveau front pour revenir
sous les projecteurs au Moyen-Orient.

Selon des médias kurdes et
I'Observatoire syrien des droits de
I'homme (OSDH), les milices du Front
Al-Nosra et celles de I'Etat islamique en
Irak et au Levant menent des sieges et
des offensives contre les comités de pro-
tection du peuple kurde (YPG, milice
kurde) et tuent, kidnappent, dépouil-
lent, séquestrent et torturent des civils
comme des combattants.

Comme I'annongait I'OSDH le 31 juillet,
"des hommes du Front Al-Nosra et de

I'Etat islamique en Irak et au Levant ont
ainsi pris le contréle du village de Tall
Aren, dans la province d'Alep, et ils
assiegent déja un autre village de la
zone, Tall Hassel (...). Ils ont pris en
otages environ 200 habitants des deux
villages, tous des civils."

Cette vague de brutalités remonte en
fait a l'hiver dernier, quand des dji-
hadistes équipés d'armes lourdes ont
lancé une attaque sur la ville de Sere
Kaniye (Ras Al-Ain en arabe [a la fron-
tiere turco-syrienne]), ot ils ont fait de
nombreuses victimes et pris un grand
nombre d'otages. Depuis le 18 juillet,
cette guerre de terreur s'est intensifiée,
semant le pillage, la destruction et la
mort.

LE ROLE DETERMINANT DE
LA TURQUIE

Des éléments incontestables viennent
prouver que des groupes tels que la
brigade Ahfad Al-Rassoul, une unité de
I'Armée syrienne libre, bénéficient de
soutiens militaires et financiers du
Qatar. En ne condamnant pas ces

(Photo AFP/Safin Hamed)

Dans les allées du camp de Domiz, prés de la ville de Dohuk, dans la
province autonome du Kurdistan irakien. 8000 familles vivent dans ce camp.

attaques, la Coalition nationale syrienne
et I'Armée syrienne libre se montrent
complices de ces crimes. Le Front Al-
Nosra, de son cOté, recoit une aide mili-
taire et logistique de la Turquie [ce que
démentent les autorités turques].

Mais alors que Saleh Moslim, le chef du
Parti de l'union démocratique kurde
(PYD, branche syrienne du PKK, le Parti
des travailleurs du Kurdistan basé en
Turquie et a tendance séparatiste), vient
d'étre invité officiellement a Istanbul en
vue de négociations sur l'autonomie
kurde et sur le réle de la Turquie et ses
intéréts dans le conflit syrien, il se pour-
rait bien que la Turquie soit en train
d'effectuer un '"virage a 180 degrés",
pour reprendre l'expression utilisée le
mois dernier par le journaliste turc
Cengiz Candar. Ankara pourrait
infléchir sa politique a l'égard des
Kurdes de Syrie, revoir ses relations
avec l'ensemble des Kurdes mais aussi
veiller a prendre ses distances avec des
groupes proches d'Al-Qaida.

Et cela pourrait conduire la Turquie a
faire pression sur la Coalition nationale
syrienne pour qu'elle reconnaisse une
représentation kurde et recentre sa lutte
contre le régime syrien.

Dans une situation difficile aggravée
par la crise sans cesse plus grande que
traverse la Syrie, menacés par des mil-
ices brutales de djihadistes islamistes,
cernés par un blocus économique, les
Kurdes vont avoir du mal a s'en sortir
sans une aide humanitaire ou, a tout le
moins, le soutien moral des
Occidentaux dans leur combat contre
les groupes affiliés a Al-Qaida et les
fanatiques religieux.

Apres ces attaques sauvages, force est
de se demander pourquoi les Etats-
Unis, I'Union européenne et 'ONU
refusent d'ouvrir vraiment les yeux sur
cette réalité cruelle et terrifiante. Les
droits de 'homme des kurdes ne sont-ils
pas bafoués par les forces les plus
obscures qu'on ait jamais vues ?
Comment se fait-il que les Kurdes soient
laissés a leur sort face a des cannibales
qui n'ont aucun principe moral, sinon
leurs dogmes aveugles et obsoletes et
leur nihilisme, contraires au droit a la
vie, a la démocratie et a la liberté ? Les
Kurdes de Syrie, comme d'autres com-
munautés ethniques et religieuses, sont
en droit de se demander pourquoi
aucune voix ne s'éleve, pourquoi
aucune mesure n'est prise pour con-
damner les violences systématiques de
ces milices.
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RFI / Par Sami Boukhelifa

prés deux ans et demi de conflit et

plus de 100 000 morts, la crise
syrienne n‘a plus rien d'une révolution
populaire. Certes, il y a toujours la
guerre centrale dirigée contre le régime
de Bachar el-Assad. Mais désormais, les
différentes forces de I'opposition
s'affrontent également entre elles.
L'Armée syrienne libre combat les jiha-
distes et les jihadistes luttent contre les
Kurdes. Actuellement en Syrie se dérou-
lent non plus une guerre mais bien plu-
sieurs.
Il y a encore quelques semaines, les différents
protagonistes de ces affrontements d’'un nou-
veau genre étaient des freres d'armes. Les
rebelles de I’Armée syrienne libre et ceux des
groupes islamistes combattaient dans les
mémes rangs. Leur ennemi commun : les
autorités syriennes.

C'est d‘ailleurs ensemble qu’ils ont gagné de
nombreuses victoires. Le nord de la Syrie a
par exemple été conquis en partie grace a
cette union qui n'a pas fait long feu. La raison
? Une lutte de pouvoir. Si I'armée libre dit ser-
vir la cause du peuple syrien, les groupes jiha-
distes, eux, sont a la solde de pays étrangers
qui veulent imposer leur propre vision de
I'islam. « Cette situation est due a la sous-trai-
tance du conflit par un certain nombre de pays

du Golfe. Le Qatar et I'Arabie Saoudite parrai-
nent des groupes armés qui pronent le sala-
fisme ou le wahabisme. Ceux qui rejettent ces
pratiques rigoristes deviennent leurs ennemis
», analyse Frédéric Pichon, historien spécia-
liste de la Syrie.

LA GUERRE ISLAMO-KURDE, L'AUTRE
CONFLIT SYRIEN

Depuis la mi-juillet, des combats ravagent le
nord-est de la Syrie. Ils opposent les groupes
jihadistes a la communauté kurde. Mais cette
fois-ci, ce n'est pas pour défendre leurs prin-
cipes religieux que les groupes islamistes se
sont lancés dans la bataille. Le Kurdistan
syrien proche des frontiéres avec la Turquie et
I'Trak est une région stratégique. « En réalité,
les jihadistes combattent les Kurdes syriens
pour des raisons de controle de territoires. Il
se trouve que le territoire kurde jouxte les
zones oU sont implantés les principaux gise-
ments pétroliers syriens », explique Frédéric
Pichon.

En deux semaines, les combats entre miliciens
kurdes et troupes jihadistes ont fait des
dizaines de morts. Le risque désormais est de
voir ces affrontements dégénérer en guerre
ethnique entre Kurdes et Arabes. Le reste de
la rébellion syrienne, majoritairement arabe,
pourrait étre contraint de choisir son camp.

« LE REGIME DIVISE POUR MIEUX
REGNER »

Combien de guerres en Syrie ?

La Syrie est une véritable mosaique commu-
nautaire. Le pays abrite une minorité kurde.
Les Arabes, majoritaires, peuvent étre musul-
mans sunnites, alaouites, druzes ou encore
chrétiens. Et la crainte désormais est de voir
un éclatement général se produire. « Le
régime divise pour mieux régner. Son objectif
est de faire en sorte que le conflit ne soit plus
entre un peuple et un pouvoir totalitaire, mais
plutdt entre les différentes communautés et
confessions de la société syrienne. 1l veut divi-
ser Arabes et Kurdes, musulmans et chré-
tiens... », affirme George Sabra membre de la
Coalition de I'opposition syrienne.

Une vision que ne partagent pas certains
membres de I'Armée syrienne libre. Selon I'un
des généraux de I'ASL qui préfere rester ano-
nyme, il est facile de tout mettre sur le compte
du régime et de ne pas assumer son propre
échec. « En toute franchise : le régime na pas
besoin de nous diviser, nous le sommes déja
bien assez. En plus de deux ans de révolution,
nous ne sommes pas parvenus a unifier le
commandement de l'armée libre. Certains
généraux en contrélent une partie, moi j'en
contrble une autre », regrette ce chef de I'ASL.

Méme si ces différentes guerres ne sont pas
toutes a mettre sur le compte du pouvoir
syrien, il est clair que Damas en tire pleine-
ment profit. Face a cette division les troupes
de Bachar el-Assad ont réalisé ces derniers
mois des avancées considérables.

12 August 2013

Barzani to send delegation to investigate
claims of Kurdish genocide in Syria

TODAY'S ZAMAN, ANKARA

assoud Barzani, president of the

Kurdistan Regional Government
(KRG) in Irag, has directed a group of
representatives into neighboring Syria to
investigate news reports that al-Qaeda
proxies are systematically attacking the
civilian Kurdish population inside Syria.

Barzani's offer in a letter posted online
on Saturday to send a delegation has also
been accepted by the Kurdish National
Conference. Members of the delegation
were expected to be chosen on Monday.

A Kurdish source who declined to be
named but is also a member of the confe-
rence stated that the delegation will be
sent to Syria very soon, the northern Iraqi
Rudaw news agency reported.

In a letter addressed to a committee
tasked with preparations to hold the natio-
nal conference, due to begin on Aug. 24 in
Arbil, Barzani demanded verification of
media reports that Kurdish civilians are
being systematically targeted by terrorists

groups in Syria.

"If the reports are true, showing that
citizens, women and the children of inno-
cent Kurds are under threat from murder
and terrorism, Iraq's Kurdistan region will
make use of all of its capabilities to defend
women and children and innocent citi-
zens," Barzani's letter said. He did not ela-
borate on the nature or extent of possible
intervention from Kurdistan.

However, Salih Muslim, leader of the
Syrian Democratic Union Party (PYD) --
which runs the Popular Protection Units
(YPG) militia in northern Syria -- has said
he has sufficient forces to defend the
Kurdish areas and does not need help
from outside forces, following Barzani's
declaration.

“We do not want any other party to
come to Syrian Kurdistan to fight against
the Jabhat al-Nusrah. If other Kurdish par-
ties want to help, they should send us
ammunition, arms, food and clothes,” said
Muslim in a televised interview on Sunday.

Exploiting Syrian President Bashar al-

Assad's receding territorial grip on the
country, the PYD has carved out a de
facto autonomy in the far northeast where
their population is concentrated. However,
they have also clashed with Sunni al-
Nusra fighters affiliated with the al-Qaeda
spearheading the insurgency against
Assad. Kurdish militias and al-Nusra have
been in a fierce battle in northwestern
Syria since mid-July, but they were in a
temporary cease-fire during Eid al-Fitr.

The clashes between the groups in
the Ras al-Ain district of Hasekeh pro-
vince, near Turkey's Ceylanpinar border
gate, restarted on Monday with the end of
Eid. Ongoing clashes in the district have
led to increasing tension in neighboring
Ceylanpinar.

Four Turkish nationals in Ceylanpinar
have thus far been killed by stray shells
and bullets from the neighboring Syrian
town of Ras al-Ain, and more were inju-
red. m
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End of Sykes-Picot?

i By: David W. Lesch for Al-Monitor
¢ www.al-monitor.com

he modern map of the heartland of the Middle East was largely
designed by British and French diplomats and strategists

i (namely Mark Sykes of Britain and Georges Picot of France) during
i World War 1.

i The Entente powers defeated the Central powers, the latter compri-
i sing first and foremost Germany but also, importantly for the future
i of the Middle East, the Ottoman empire, which ostensibly controlled
: the Levant — what today comprises most of what we know as Syria,
i Jordan, Israel, Palestine and Irag. The Entente victory essentially
i allowed for the implementation of Sykes-Picot. It divided the heart-
i land of the Middle East into spheres of influence between the two
i powers after what they assumed would be victory.

After the war, various Western-dominated conferences solidified the
i main components of Sykes-Picot into the mandate system, which
i was officially meant as a mechanism of transition for Middle Eastern
i peoples and their allotted territories toward independence, but in
¢ reality it just replaced Ottoman suzerainty with that of British and
i French colonial control.

i What emerged were largely artificial constructions that reflected
i British and French competition and imperial (mostly geostrategic
i and oil pipeline) interests rather than the natural ethnic, religious,
i economic and geographic contours of the region itself. It was to all
! intents and purposes the imposition of the Western-based
i Westphalian nation-state system onto the Middle East. Centuries of
i pre-existing orientations were cast aside.

i The Ottomans had the good sense to administer most of the Levant
i as provinces that more or less aligned with their natural ethnic, reli-
i gious, geographic and economic trade route orientations. For ins-
¢ tance, today’s Irag comprised the Ottoman provinces of mostly
¢ Sunni Kurdish Mosul in the north, mostly Sunni Arab Baghdad in the
i center, and mostly Shiite Arab Basra in the south. What comprised
i today’s Syria, Lebanon, Israel, Jordan, and Palestine was adminis-
i tered as smaller provincial units centered on major cities. These
i administrative units were by no means perfect, but for the most part
i the Ottomans, despite the stresses and strains that confronted them
¢ in the 1700s and 1800s leading up to the Great War, bargained and
i negotiated their way with local powers to produce relative stability.

i The fissiparous character of the newly created post-WWI entities
i created a new set of challenges for the region. As Tom Friedman
i once wrote, the peoples comprising these new states had to all of
i sudden learn a national anthem, salute a national flag, and root for
i one national soccer team almost overnight — i.e., alien Western
i political, economic and even sociocultural constructs were superim-
posed on most of the inhabitants of these new countries.

t took the United States more than 100 years to become a somew-
hat stable, prosperous country, and this was accomplished despite

i a horrific civil war but also while separated by oceans from much of
i the rest of the world — not on the doorstep of Europe endlessly figh-
i ting balance-of-power wars, — and sitting on highly coveted ground
i consisting of two-thirds of a new source of energy that would power
i the 20th century.

i Developing a national identity for many of these Middle Eastern
i states was an almost impossible task amid all of the push and pull
i of the matrix of domestic, regional and international politics. As one
i informal poll conducted in Syria as late as five years ago found, a
i third identified themselves first as Syrian, another third chose being
i a Muslim as their primary identity, the last third Arab. The pressure
of the current Syrian conflict probably has broken this down into

Will Syria War Mean

Heads of Arab states gather in a group photo during the
opening of the Arab League summit in Doha, March 26, 2013.

smaller units, such as Sunni, Alawite, Kurdish, Shiite, Druze,
Christian, secular, jihadist, etc. :

In the end, what kept these artificial creations together was the on-
the-ground military presence of the British, French and eventually :
the Americans. And when one of these three was not present, mili-
tary dictatorship filled the void that emerged from colonialism, poli- :
tical immaturity, imperialist machination and the lack of a national :
identity. The bipolar superpower Cold War solidified the authorita- :
rian nature of many states in the region as expressions of superpo- :
wer interests, not to mention largesse, in decades-long attempts to
outflank the other. i

However, events of the past decade in the post-Cold War world
altered this equation. The military dictatorships have been
removed or are under siege, first with the US-led ouster of Saddam :
Hussein in Iraq in 2003 and culminating with the events of the so-
called Arab Spring of 2011. We seem to be witnessing much of the
Levant returning to its constituent parts, where the nation-state as a
unit of analysis may no longer be valid. Iraq is once again on the :
verge of breaking down following the removal of US troops.
The Syrian state as defined since formal independence in 1946 may
no longer be able to be reconstituted as it was. What we have ins- :
tead seems to be a truncated "little Syria," as NPR's Deborah Amos
called it, under regime control, with statelets elsewhere under the
sway of various opposition groups or existing under no real gover- :
nance other than what the locals can muster up themselves. The i
borders between Syria and Lebanon have virtually dissolved, as
have portions of the borders between Syria and its other neighbors, :
Turkey, Irag and Jordan. i

What is perhaps as important, many players in the region itself on
various sides of the conflict believe all of this to be the case. Will a
Kurdistan finally develop in Kurdish-dominated areas of Iraqg, Syria,
and possibly even Turkey, an opportunity Kurds have not seen since
World War 1? Will new states develop along more defined ethnic
and/or religious lines, a process that might lead to large-scale popu-
lation transfers or worse yet, genocide? Are Syria, Irag, Lebanon, :
and possibly others going the way of Yugoslavia in the post-Cold
War Balkans? Will authoritarianism make a triumphant, if spasmo-
dic, return, maintaining the fiction of current borders before their
final fall and realignment? What will happen to the Arab-Israeli :
conflict? H

We may be witness to a generation-long process that will remap
much of the Middle East. Perhaps outside powers will once again :
intervene to enforce new borders. If they do, will they get it right this
time? Perhaps the indigenous peoples will continue to write their
own history ... and their own borders. Maybe all of this is inevitable :
no matter what regional or international powers decide to do. What :
is certain is that the force of history is at work, and the results will :
not be without continuing tumult and instability amid the hope that :
what will eventually result may better fit the geographic and demo-
graphic makeup of the region. ¢ H

David W. Lesch is Professor of Middle East History at Trinity University
in San Antonio, Texas. He is the author of Syria: The Fall of the House
of Assad, re-released this summer in paperback and updated.
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of joint steps we could take on Syria. We all know that extremist :
groups are jockeying for a position there. We are disturbed by this. :
Western countries are also seriously disturbed by this. The fighting :
between extremist groups like the PYD and al-Qaeda has also resul- :

Turkey Reconsiders
‘Support For Jabhat
‘Al-Nusra

Signs are increasing that Ankara is gradually, albeit somewhat
reluctantly, giving up its support for the radical Islamist group
i known as Jabhat al-Nusra, which it once promoted as the most effec-
i tive force in Syria against President Bashar al-Assad.

¢ Turkey had criticized as “premature” the US designation of al-Nusra
i as a terrorist organization in December 2012, given the advances the
i group appeared to be securing for the Syrian opposition at the time.
i During a visit to Washington in January, Turkish Foreign
i Undersecretary Feridun Sinirlioglu reportedly told his American inter-
i locutors that “it was more important to focus on the ‘chaos’ that
Assad has created instead of groups such as al-Nusra.”

i Circumstances have changed since then, however, including the
i United Nations also listing the group as a terrorist organization.
i Meanwhile, al-Nusra’s presence in Syria, alongside other similar
i radical groups, has turned into a diplomatic handicap for Ankara in its
i efforts to secure weapons from the international community for the
i Syrian opposition.

i Even Security Council members Britain and France, both once keen
i to arm the opposition, have stepped back, fearing that the sophisti-
i cated weapons required to tip the balance against Assad could end
i up in the hands of al-Nusra, or similar groups, and eventually be
i used against Western targets.

i The deadly twin car bombings that killed at least 50 people in May in
i the Turkish town of Reyhanli, near the Syrian border, was allegedly
: perpetrated by pro-Assad elements avenging Turkish support for al-
¢ Nusra. The attack alerted a Turkish public already wary of Ankara’s
i Syria policy to the dangers of consorting with such groups.

i The Erdogan government has always denied providing weapons to
i al-Nusra, but has been vague about the logistical support the group
i is said to be receiving from Turkey. That too may be changing, espe-
i cially after al-Nusra failed to stop the advance of Kurds in northern
i Syria. The idea that Ankara is supporting al-Nusra and other radical
i Islamist groups against the Syrian Kurds operating under the mantle
i of the Democratic Union Party (PYD) has also endangered
i Erdogan’s ongoing efforts to secure a peace with the Kurdistan
i Workers Party in Turkey.

i With al-Nusra’s activities beginning to rebound on Turkey in unex-
i pected and undesired ways, the first sign that Ankara may be chan-
i ging tack, at least as far as such groups are concerned, surfaced in
a July 25 Radikal interview with Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu.

i Asked about alleged Turkish support for radical Islamist groups,
i including al-Nusra, Davutoglu angrily denied it, saying that such
i groups were doing “as much harm to the just cause of the Syrian
i opposition as the regime was.” He said he considered this to be a
i “betrayal of the Syrian revolution.”

The topic of al-Nusra was also discussed, it seems, during a tele-
¢ phone conversation between Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan
i and President Barack Obama on Aug. 7. The White House statement
i on the call noted, “The President and Prime Minister discussed the
i danger of foreign extremists in Syria and agreed on the importance
i of supporting a unified and inclusive Syrian opposition.”

Answering questions from reporters a day after that conversation,
i Erdogan, who reportedly placed the call, said that Syria had been a
i key topic of discussion. He acknowledged, “We discussed what kind

ted in tens of our citizens being martyred.”

he way in which Erdogan referred to Western concerns is interes- :

ting in this context. While Ankara may be moving toward closer
cooperation with its allies in the West against radical Islamist groups :
in Syria, it is nevertheless noteworthy that Erdogan, like Davutoglu
before him, did not mention al-Nusra by name, referring instead to
“al-Qaeda.” Equally, if not more noteworthy, is that Erdogan descri-
bed the PYD as an “extremist group,” which is doubly curious since :
Turkey has initiated an open and friendly dialogue with PYD leader i
Salih Muslim, whom the Foreign Ministry recently invited to Istanbul

for talks.

Before Muslim's visit in July, pro-government newspapers reported
that he had been invited to receive a warning not to strive for Kurdish
autonomy in northern Syria. Muslim, however, later told reporters :
that his talks with Turkish officials had not only been cordial, but in a
spirit of cooperation. He denied receiving a warning of any sort. :
According to press reports, Muslim is due back in Ankara in mid- i

August for more talks.

Erdogan’s reluctance to pronounce al-Nusra by name and the man-

ner in which he referred to the PYD suggest that while his govern-
ment is trying to move away from radical Islamist groups, he is still
trying to maintain a balancing act aimed at not only satisfying his
hardcore Islamist supporters, but also nationalists in Turkey who
are vehemently against autonomy or independence for the Kurds.

It is also telling in this respect that Muslim — in an interview with
Amberin Zaman of the daily Taraf (and an Al-Monitor contributor) — i
should have said that Turkey was still turning a blind eye to the wea- i
pons and other material going over its territory to al-Nusra. Whatever
the truth of the matter, compared to a year ago it is clear that Ankara
is now being forced to look at al-Nusra and similar groups with a dif-
ferent eye. This is not solely because of the Reyhanli bombings,
which left most Turks wondering what Turkey was doing in Syria in :

the first place.

ther developments — such as the July 27 car bomb attack :

against a Turkish diplomatic post in Mogadishu, the Somali capi-
tal — are also making more people question Turkey’s flirtation with i
radical Islamist groups and its involvement in seemingly intractable
disputes in the Islamic world. That al-Shabab, the militant Islamist :
group with connections to al-Qaeda, claimed responsibility for the :
Mogadishu attack has left Islamist supporters of the Erdogan govern-
ment in Turkey in a quandary. Unable to cope with this fact, some
pro-Erdogan papers have gone so far as to claim that the United

States was behind the attack, in which six people were killed.

Meanwhile the kidnapping of two Turkish Airlines pilots in Lebanon :
on Aug. 9, by a group demanding that Turkey secure the release of :
Lebanese Shiite pilgrims abducted in 2012 by radical elements in the :
Syrian opposition, is also feeding into Turks' growing impatience with

Ankara's involvement in Syria.

Whatever the delicate balancing act Erdogan is struggling to main-
tain in relation to groups like al-Nusra, there is increasing evidence
to suggest that the coming period could see more coordination bet- :
ween Turkey and its Western allies, led by the United States, against
radical Islamist groups in Syria that have begun to make Ankara’s

Syrian headache worse. ¢

Semih Idiz is a contributing writer for Al-Monitor’s Turkey Pulse. A jour-
nalist who has been covering diplomacy and foreign policy issues for
major Turkish newspapers for 30 years, his opinion pieces can be fol- :
lowed in the English-language Hurriyet Daily News. His articles have '
also been published in The Financial Times, The Times (London),
Mediterranean Quarterly and Foreign Policy magazine.
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Avant I'autonomie, les Kurdes syrlens
a la recherche d’'une unite

Par Thalia BAYLE

i ANALYSE: Alors que

i les relations sont

i ambigués entre le

i régime de Damas et

i les partis politiques

i kurdes, ces derniers

: restent dubitatifs face
i aux rebelles syriens

i imprégnés par le

i nationalisme arabe ou
i par l'islam radical.

es derniéres semaines, les

: violents affrontements entre
i Kurdes et jihadistes dans le

i nord et le nord-est de la Syrie

i ont mis en évidence les antago-
i nismes dans les rangs de

: I'opposition au régime de

i Bachar el-Assad tout en soule-
vant de nombreuses interroga-
i tions quant a la définition de la
i future Syrie.

En effet, un an apres le retrait

i des troupes du régime des

i zones kurdes, les forces poli-

i tiques kurdes syriennes contro-
i lent une large partie de ce terri-
i toire. Elles comptent aujour-

i d’hui pérenniser leurs acquis a
i travers la formation d’une

: région autonome sur le modele
i du Kurdistan d’Irak. Guidés par
i un agenda politique propre

i fondé sur la reconnaissance des
droits des Kurdes, les partis

i politiques kurdes de Syrie,

i quoique divisés, se démarquent
i aujourd’hui aussi bien du

i régime que des forces rebelles.
i De son coté, la Turquie voisine,
i grand soutien de 'opposition a
Damas, suit avec inquiétude la
! progression, a sa frontiere, des
i Kurdes du Parti de I'union

i démocratique (PYD), branche

i syrienne du PKK turc qu’elle

i considére comme une organisa-
i tion terroriste.

{ UNE POPULATION
i LONGTEMPS DISCRIMINEE

Les Kurdes syriens représentent
i environ 10 % de la population
i du pays, soit environ 2 millions

de personnes. Ils sont présents
dans 3 enclaves du nord et du
nord-est de la Syrie, autour de
la région d’Afrin, Kouban, et
dans la Djezireh, ainsi que dans
certains quartiers d’Alep et de
Damas. Ils constituent la com-
posante la moins nombreuse
d’'un ensemble kurde de 30 a 40
millions de personnes disper-
sées sur quatre pays : Turquie,
Syrie, Iran et Irak.

En Syrie, ils ont longtemps fait
I'objet de discriminations. Lors
de son accession au pouvoir
dans les années 1960, le parti
Baas a souhaité arabiser sa
frontieére avec la Turquie et a
mis en place une série de
mesures d’exclusion des Kurdes
parmi lesquelles I'interdiction
de pratiquer la langue kurde ou
le déplacement forcé de villages
repeuplés par des Arabes. En
1962, au terme d’un recense-
ment, 120 000 Kurdes se voient
déchus de leur citoyenneté, soit
20 % de la population kurde de
I’époque. Privés de tout docu-
ment d’identité, I’acces a
plusieurs professions, notam-
ment publiques, a I'université
ou a la propriété leur est inter-
dit.

Si Bachar el-Assad n’a gueére fait
preuve de plus de clémence
envers les Kurdes, la guerre
civile 'a amené a s’engager
dans une stratégie de soutien
au jeu communautaire et
régionaliste des Kurdes dans le
but d’enrayer leur mobilisation
contre lui en la cloisonnant
dans des logiques de revendica-
tion politique identitaire. Dans
cette stratégie, les partis poli-
tiques kurdes syriens ont joué
un role capital.

DES FORCES POLITIQUES
DIVISEES

Aujourd’hui, explique Cyril
Roussel, chercheur a I'Institut
francais du Proche-Orient, «
I’horizon politique kurde est
divisé en deux : le PYD, aile
syrienne du PKK turc, qui con-
trole militairement les trois
grandes poches de peuplement
kurde en Syrie grace a ses
forces armées, les Comités de la

protection du peuple (YPG) ; et
le Conseil national kurde de
Syrie (CNKS), composé d'une
douzaine de partis politiques
kurdes, mais dominé par les
trois plus importants : Azadi,
el-Parti et Yeketi ».

Ces deux blocs se divisent
autour de plusieurs lignes de
démarcation depuis le début du
conflit syrien. Les partis du
CNKS proches des Kurdes
irakiens qui ont les faveurs de
la Turquie n’ont pas de forces
armées et reprochent au PYD
d’imposer une domination
hégémonique sur le Kurdistan
syrien. « De fait, le PYD a
I’avantage sur le terrain grace a
ses milices et contréle aujour-
d’hui ces zones », explique
Heiko Wimmen, spécialiste du
Moyen-Orient a I'Institut alle-
mand pour les affaires interna-
tionales et la sécurité. Il y a
pourtant quelques exceptions,
souligne Cyril Roussel : « Les
Kurdes qui vivent dans la
région d’Alep - vers Azaz ou
Bab - ne sont pas sous controle
du PYD. IIs forment des kataéb
kurdes qui se battent contre le
régime aux cotés de ’Armée
syrienne libre (ASL). »

Les partis politiques kurdes se
différencient également dans H
les rapports qu'ils entretiennent :
avec Damas depuis le début du
soulévement. Initialement, le

PYD a évité toute confrontation
avec le régime dont I'objectif
était de s’assurer la neutralité

de cette zone pour engager ses
troupes sur d’autres fronts. «
Damas réagit tres vite a la
mobilisation d’'une partie des
Kurdes en 2011, explique M.
Roussel. Il s’agissait avant tout
de ne pas s’aliéner le soutien

des communautés minoritaires
confessionnelles (alaouites, :
chrétiens, druzes, ismaéliens) et
ethniques (kurdes). Pour i
s’assurer le soutien des Kurdes,
le régime restitue alors la
nationalité aux milliers de
citoyens qui se I'étaient vu
retirer. » Petit a petit, la

stratégie communautaire du
régime et le refus de

l'opposition arabe sunnite
d’ouvrir le dialogue avec les
Kurdes font leur ceuvre : la
mobilisation initiale, dirigée
contre le régime, se segmente
selon des lignes de fracture
confessionnelle ou ethnique,
explique Cyril Roussel. Guidé

par sa volonté d’imposer une
stratégie autonomiste, EEE
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mmm le PYD entretient alors

{ une relation de complaisance

i avec le régime. « Les prison-

i niers politiques du PYD, arrétés
i dans les années 2000, sont

i relachés, le régime laisse le PYD
i organiser des milices pour con-
i toler les villes kurdes, arréter

i les déserteurs de I'armée syri-

i enne, empécher la population

i kurde de rejoindre 'ASL. »

Mais pour Jordi Tejel, spécial-

i iste des Kurdes a I'Institut des

i hautes études internationales
de Geneve, les relations

i ambigués entre les partis poli-

! tiques kurdes et Damas vien-

i nent de plus loin : avant

i Texistence du PYD, d’autres

i partis comme le Parti démoc-

i rate progressiste kurde de

{ Hamid Hajj Darwish avaient des
i liens avec le régime de Hafez el-
Assad dans les années 1970. Ce
dernier leur permettait d’exister
i de maniére illégale. A 'été

i 2011, un méme type de com-
plicité s’est développé, bénéfi-
ciant au PYD qui parvint ainsi a
i négocier avec Damas son retour
dans les trois zones kurdes, a
commencer par Afrin. En

i échange, le PYD a participé a la
i neutralisation du mouvement

i de protestation kurde avant de
i se déclarer ouvertement anti-

i Assad. Le parti se voit méme

i accuser de réprimer certaines

i manifestations antirégime. Il a

i donc fait provisoirement le jeu
de Damas, en brisant une insur-
rection qui, initialement, avait

i des élans nationaux. Le retrait,
sans violence, des troupes de
I’armée syrienne des zones kur-
i des le 19 juillet 2012 consacre

i la prise de pouvoir du PYD.
Encore aujourd’hui, de nom-
breuses zones d’ombre

i entourent sa relation avec
Damas. « Pourquoi par exemple,
i le PYD qui controle les champs
i de pétrole de la Djezireh ne

i coupe-t-il pas I'oléoduc qui

i achemine le pétrole vers la

i Méditerranée ? » s'interroge J.
Tejel.

¢ De leur coté, les partis du CNKS
i se sont clairement opposés au
régime des le départ. Mais la
question de leur engagement

! révolutionnaire demeure égale-
ment problématique. « Soucieux
de trouver des supports inter-

i nationaux, les partis kurdes

i unifiés au sein du CNKS cher-

i cherent longtemps a intégrer le
¢ Conseil national syrien (CNS)

! tout en réaffirmant leur volonté
i d’autonomie territoriale dans

i un futur Etat fédéral. Or, le CNS

soutenu par la Turquie
n’accepta jamais ces revendica-
tions », explique M. Roussel. «
De plus, rejoindre le souléve-
ment contre le régime est coli-
teux en raison de la répression
ciblée du PYD et des risques de
bombardements. L’insurrection
est peu coordonnée, divisée sur
le terrain. Combattre le régime
a ses cOtés offre peu de
garanties, tandis que la promo-
tion du nationalisme arabe par
une partie des insurgés con-
juguée a la montée en puis-
sance de I'islamisme n’incitent
pas les militants kurdes a les
rejoindre. »

Reste que le conflit syrien a
révélé une fracture importante
entre les formations politiques
kurdes et la population. « Les
partis ne sont pas représentat-
ifs de I’ensemble de la popula-
tion kurde qui est critique vis-a-
vis d’eux, explique M. Roussel.
Les mouvements de la jeunesse
se sont mobilisés contre le
régime bien avant que les partis
ne se manifestent.
Spontanément, les Kurdes ont
apporté leur soutien, des le 15
mars 2011, aux “freres” syriens
de Deraa, alors que le
phénomene inverse ne s’était
jamais produit. Conscients de
leur statut de minorité eth-
nique, de nombreux Kurdes de
Syrie se considérent aussi
comme partie intégrante de la
société syrienne et se sont
révoltés des le début contre le
régime. » A I'inverse, les partis
kurdes syriens se sont montrés
attentistes, par stratégie et par
peur de la répression. « Toute
attaque contre ces zones ou il
n'y a pratiquement pas de relief
peut étre dévastatrice », note M.
Tejel.

L’échec des tentatives
d’unification

Pour tenter de calmer les divi-
sions politiques, le président du
Kurdistan irakien, Massoud
Barzani, a réuni les principales
formations politiques kurdes a
Ebril du 6 au 9 juillet 2012, et
créé le Conseil supréme kurde
(CSK) qui chapeaute aujourd’hui
en théorie le PYD et le CNKS.
Ces accords prévoient notam-
ment un partage de l'influence
dans les zones kurdes par le
biais de forces de sécurité com-
munes. Mais si cette initiative a
contribué dans un premier
temps a pacifier les relations
entre les partis, elle est un
échec sur le terrain.

L’application des accords se
heurte a la résistance du PYD,
militairement dominant et
appuyé officieusement par
Damas. Le PYD se montre par
ailleurs méfiant vis-a-vis de ses
partenaires qu’il considere a la
botte de Massoud Barzani,
proche de la Turquie, souligne
M. Wimmen.

L’OPPOSITION AUX
JIHADISTES

Malgré leurs nombreuses divi-
sions, les partis kurdes syriens
forment un front commun face
aux groupes jihadistes d’al-
Nosra et de I'Etat islamique
d’Irak et du Levant (EIIL) qui
combattent aussi le régime. Ces
groupes passent par la Turquie
pour tenter de prendre ce terri-
toire qui sert de ravitaillement
vers Raqqa ou Deir ez-Zor, des
zones arabes dans lesquelles ils
cherchent a s’installer. Les
Kurdes craignent qu’ils ne les
empéchent de mener a bien
leur projet autonomiste. Le PYD
combat les jihadistes depuis le
début de I'année a Sarikaniyeh
tandis que les kataéb kurdes
menent les batailles récentes
dans les villages mixtes kurdes-
arabes de la campagne d’Alep. «
Les combats contre les
jihadistes sont donc avant tout
le fruit d'une lutte pour le con-
trole du territoire », affirme H.
Wimmen. Mais I'union des
Kurdes contre les jihadistes
s’explique en partie également
par de fortes différences cul-
turelles, ajoute-t-il. « Les
Kurdes syriens sont souvent
considérés comme de mauvais
musulmans. Leurs partis sont
pour la plupart laiques et
progressistes, voire marxistes/
révolutionnaires comme le PYD.
Les YPD comptent méme de
nombreuses combattantes dans
leurs rangs. C’est une carac-
téristique des partis kurdes
syriens, contrairement a I'Irak
par exemple ou I'on trouve des
partis kurdes islamiques »,
ajoute M. Tejel.

Sur le terrain, les combats sem-
blent aujourd’hui s’intensifier
depuis que les milices kurdes
ont chassé les jihadistes de la
ville de Ras el-Ain suite a de
violents affrontements.
L’assassinat du dirigeant kurde
Isa Huso le 31 juillet a jeté un
peu plus d’huile sur le feu. Les
YPG ont immédiatement appelé
a prendre les armes pour pro-
téger leurs zones d’'influence.
L’escalade de violences aboutit

a la prise d’otages d’environ
200 civils kurdes par des
groupes jihadistes dans les vil-
lages de Tall Aren et de Tall
Hassen et a I'’enlevement de 13
autres personnes dans la local-
ité de Sfeira. Le 10 aott, M.
Barzani a finalement menacé
d’intervenir dans le conflit
syrien pour protéger la vie des
Kurdes syriens. Pour M.
Roussel, ces conflits pourraient
dégénérer en guerre islamo-
kurde. Mais surtout, ces événe-
ments montrent qu’aucun
retour en arriére n’est possible,
note le chercheur : « Les Kurdes :
se défendront maintenant con- i
tre toute menace hégémonique
- retour du nationalisme arabe
sous une autre forme que le
Baas, émirat islamiste ou autre
- qui ira a I'encontre de leur
autonomie. »

LA TURQUIE MARCHE SUR
DES (EUFS

Confrontée a ces évolutions le
long de sa frontiére sud,
Ankara redoute que la forma-
tion d'une région kurde
autonome en Syrie ne profite :
aux militants du PKK, menacant
de mettre fin au processus de
paix engagé en mars pour met-
tre fin a trente ans
d’insurrection. « Si une deux-
iéme région autonome s’installe
aux frontiéres de la Turquie, le
gouvernement turc sait qu’il lui
sera difficile d’empécher la for-
mation d’'une autonomie chez
lui, » explique M. Wimmen. Mais :
paradoxalement, Ankara semble
marcher sur des ceufs depuis
quelque temps et tente d’éviter
la confrontation avec le PYD. La
visite officielle de Salih Muslim,
leader du PYD, en Turquie, fin
juillet, en témoigne. Mais pour
M. Tejel, cette stratégie ne sig-
nifie pas que la position
d’Ankara a changé. « Confronté
a la colere populaire chez lui, le
Premier ministre Recep Tayipp
Erdogan ne peut se permettre

de mettre en péril le processus

de paix avec le PKK », ajoute
enfin H. Wimmen. 0
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Insight: Iraq Kurds reach out to
Baghdad to fight surging al Qaeda

August 14, 2013 / By Suadad al-Salhy (Reuters)

BAGHDAD /When hundreds of al Qaeda fighters in armored trucks
attacked the northern Iraqi town of Shirqat with machine guns last
week, the local army unit called for backup and set off in pursuit.

But after a two-hour chase through searing desert heat, most mili-
tants vanished into a cluster of Kurdish villages where the Iraqi army
cannot enter without a nod from regional authorities.

It was just one example of how distrust between the security forces
of Iraq's central government and of its autonomous Kurdish zone
helps the local wing of al Qaeda, the once-defeated Sunni Islamist
insurgents who are again rapidly gaining ground, a year and a half
after U.S. troops pulled out.

"We had to wait more than two hours to get the required permission
to go after them,"” an Iraqi military officer who took part in the opera-
tion 300 km (190 miles) north of Baghdad said. "While were we wai-
ting, they simply disappeared.”

The Shi'ite-led Iraqi government and Kurdish authorities are now
looking at examples like the Shirqat attack and considering the once
unthinkable - launching joint security operations and sharing intelli-
gence - to combat the common enemy of al Qaeda.

Such cooperation has been extremely rare since U.S. troops left at the
end of 2011, while the central government and the autonomous Iraqi
Kurdistan region in the north have been locked in an increasingly
hostile dispute over land and oil.

That the two sides are publicly contemplating working together
underlines how worried they are about the insurgency and the threat
of Iraq slipping back into all-out sectarian war.

"OPEN WAR"

The conflict in neighboring Syria and discontent among Iraq's mino-
rity Sunnis has dramatically escalated the threat posed by al Qaeda
in the past year, leading to violence unseen in Iraq since the height of
the U.S.-led war five years ago.

Al Qaeda fighters, who once held sway over most of Iraq's Sunni
areas until they were beaten by U.S. and Iraqi troops and their local
tribal allies during the "surge" campaign of 2006-2007, are again on
the ascendant.

Last year they merged with a powerful Islamist rebel group in neigh-
boring Syria, forming the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant. The
combined group controls whole swathes of territory on both sides of
the frontier and is fighting Kurds and Shi'ites alike in its goal of set-
ting up a strict Sunni Islamist state across the heart of the Middle
East.

In Iraq, al Qaeda fighters have been able to carry out ever more fre-
quent and audacious attacks on government targets, culminating
with a mass jailbreak last month when they attacked two prisons and
sprung hundreds of militants in the biggest insurgent military opera-
tion in Iraq in at least five years.

Al Qaeda militants have also claimed responsibility for waves of
coordinated bombings over the past four months in Shi'ite areas of
Iraq, deliberately targeting civilians and killing many hundreds.

They justify the attacks, including a wave of car bombs in recent days
that killed scores of people including children during a religious holi-
day, with sectarian appeals against a Shi'ite-led government of "here-
tics".

Each of the past four months has each been deadlier than any in the
previous five years, dating back to a time when U.S. and government
troops were still engaged in pitched battles with organized militia-

Kurdish Peshmerga troops and tanks are deployed on the
outskirts of Kirkuk, some 250km (155 miles) north of
Baghdad December 3, 2012. Reuters/Ako Rasheed

men.

Iraq's Interior Ministry described the conflict last month as "open
war", although officials have since tried to play the violence down
and insist they remain in control of the country.

Throughout, the security forces of Iraq's Shi'ite-led government have
been outmatched, unable to bring security to Baghdad or protect
Shi'ite areas in the south, much less sweep fighters from northern
Sunni areas under their grip.

AL QAEDA HOTBEDS

Al Qaeda's presence has become strongest in parts of northern Iraq,
including areas that have often been disputed between government
and Kurdish forces.

Fighters now control most of the villages and towns in an area known
as the Hamrin Mountains basin, which links the northern provinces
of Diyala, Salahuddin, Kirkuk and Mosul, say security officials, resi-
dents and local lawmakers.

As they did before they were beaten back in the George W. Bush-era
"surge", they earn funds by extorting tribute from local businesses,
giving them greater authority than the state.

Officials in Baghdad say territorial disputes with Kurdish forces are
partly to blame for the inability of the government to exercise control.

"The disputed areas have become havens for al Qaeda militants and
leaders. Al Qaeda's biggest hotbeds are located there," said a senior
Shi'ite lawmaker and member of the Security and Defence parlia-
mentary committee.

"The security forces have no real control over these areas, mainly
because of the conflict between the central government and the
Kurdistan Regional Government," said the lawmaker, requesting
anonymity.

SYRIA DRAWS KURDS INTO CONFLICT

The highly-trained and capable Kurdish militia fighters, known as
Peshmerga, would be a useful ally for Baghdad after years in which
they were rivals.

While U.S. troops were active in Iraq, the Peshmerga mainly stayed
out of the civil war between Sunni and Shi'ite Arabs, defending the
three provinces that make up their autonomous Kurdish region in the
north.

Iraq's Kurdish area has prospered while avoiding the violence = =
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= that plagued the rest of the country, with the Peshmerga keeping
a firm and unchallenged grip.

Kurdish territorial ambitions also extend beyond the autonomous
region to Mosul, Diyala and oil-rich Kirkuk, where Peshmerga
control turf and have frequently faced off with the central govern-
ment's troops.

But the rise of al Qaeda in Syria and its resurgence in Iraq changes the
equation and could now drag the Iraqi Kurds deeper into conflicts in
both countries.

Syria has its own Kurdish minority, whose fighters have been batt-
ling against al Qaeda for control of territory there as the rebellion
against President Bashar al-Assad splintered.

A Kurdish group in Syria seized the town of Ras al-Ain near the
Turkish border last month after days of battle with Syrian al Qaeda
fighters. The Syrian Kurdish group has raised its flag, suggesting a
goal of building an autonomous Kurdish region similar to the one
Kurds maintain in Iraq.

Last week, Iraq's Kurdish region announced that it was prepared to
defend Kurds living in Syria if al Qaeda fighters threaten them, the
first hint of possible intervention across the border.

Iraqgi Kurdish officials say they are also motivated to cooperate with
Baghdad against al Qaeda because they believe their own survival
depends on keeping Iraq from collapsing.

"The leaders of the Kurdistan region have come to the conclusion that
the fall of Baghdad would mean the fall of the (Kurdish) region," a
senior Kurdish official said, requesting anonymity while discussing
the region's strategy.

Iragi and Kurdish officials both say it was Kurdistan's regional
government that took the initiative and approached Baghdad with an
offer to cooperate on security.

"We have offered to cooperate, coordinate, run joint security opera-
tions and share information," said Jabar Yawer, a spokesman for the
Peshmerga, headquartered in the regional capital Arbil. "Our forces
are ready to fight side by side with the Iraqi security forces to combat
terrorism and control the security of Iraq - anywhere, anytime."

That offer has been welcomed by Baghdad.

"We are now studying the details at a high level to see how to take
advantage of this offer," said Ali al-Moussawi, an adviser to Prime
Minister Nuri al-Maliki.

In a country where political alliances shift like sand, any cooperation
is still likely to be tentative. The Kurdish authorities are suspicious of
Maliki who they feel has reneged on political promises in the past.

Baghdad will be wary of Iraqi Kurds growing closer to their Syrian
kin. And Maliki's government is likely to be suspicious of Kurdish
forces extending the boundaries of the territory under their control,
especially in areas where underground oil reserves are disputed.

WASHINGTON POWERLESS

One country which appears to have little leverage is the United
States. The sudden surge in violence has drawn attention to
Washington's swift exit, a decade after its invasion to overthrew dic-
tator Saddam Hussein unleashed sectarian bloodshed in which some
100,000 Iraqis were killed.

U.S. President Barack Obama took office in 2009 after Iraq's violence
had abated. He fulfilled a campaign pledge to withdraw troops
almost as quickly as they could pack up and leave, pulling the last
out at the end of 2011.

The Obama administration had hoped to keep a smaller force in Iraq
for counter-terrorism to fight the remnants of al Qaeda, but failed to
negotiate terms with Maliki's government, which refused to grant
U.S. soldiers immunity from Iraqi law.

Today, Washington operates its largest embassy in a massive fortress-
like compound built during the war, which dominates central
Baghdad on the banks of the Tigris.

But its ability to influence events is largely limited to pressing the
Iragi government to act more effectively, said Aaron Zelin, who
researches jihadist groups for the Washington Institute for Near East
Policy.

"We have to understand that the U.S. ability to shape events is not as
great as people like to think sometimes, especially since I'm pretty
sure most Iraqis don't want the U.S. to go back in there," he said.

After the latest wave of bombings over the Muslim Eid holiday cele-
bration in Iraq killed scores of people on Saturday, Washington reite-
rated a $10 million reward for Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, head of the
combined Iraq and Syria al Qaeda branch.

"We have seen an uptick in recent months in al Qaeda in Iraq and in
terrorist attacks in Iraq, so we will continue working with the secu-
rity forces and on counter-terrorism," U.S. State Department spokes-
woman Mari Harf said. "We will look for new ways to cooperate on
counter-terrorism." @

August 14, 2013

§AI-Qaeda-PKK War On Turkey-Syria Border

By: Murat Yetkin Translated from Radikal (Turkey).

Both al-Qaeda and the PKK [Kurdistan Workers Party] are not
H easy adversaries. Ankara can’t do much except watch the war
i on the Turkish-Syrian border. Yesterday [Aug. 12], 3,000 people
i entered Turkey through the Akcakale border crossing between
i Turkey and Syria, following the intensification of artillery fire in
i clashes at Tel Abyad, a Syrian town directly facing the Turkish city of
i Akcakale.

i Asimilar situation has been going on in Ras al-Ain, directly opposite
i the Turkish city of Ceylanpinar. Jabhat al-Nusra militants are fighting
i the Kurdish Democratic Union Party (PYD) for control of the region
i that has Syria’s oil and gas resources. Jabhat al-Nusra is the Syrian
i extension of al-Qaeda that has institutionalized terrorism internatio-
i nally, while the PYD is the Syrian extension of the illegal PKK. In
i other words, al-Qaeda is fighting the PKK on the Turkish-Syrian bor-
i der.

There is no need to detail how tough the al-Qaeda organization is.

Following the 9/11 attacks, the US and Western Europe revamped
their entire security systems against al-Qaeda operations. We know |
that the US has gone on high alert in the region after Nasser al- :
Wouhashi, a Yemeni who was leading the Arabian peninsula arm of
al-Qaeda, was promoted to the number two slot in al-Qaeda. But it :
is not easy for al-Qaeda to cope with the PKK. After all, the latter is :
an organization that has managed to survive despite its 30-year war
against the Turkish army, the second-largest in NATO, as well as
against Turkey’s police and intelligence services. H

Moreover, the PKK is now the interlocutor of the dialogue Prime
Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan has launched to find a solution to the
Kurdish issue. Erdogan is getting ready to declare a democratization
package as part of the second phase of the dialogue process. The
PKK wants this package to be announced before Aug. 15, which is :
the anniversary of the PKK’s launching of its armed struggle in 1984, :
in bloody operations at Semdinli and Eruh. The PKK illustrated its i
intention to resume actions unless the package is announced before
its deadline with a massive show of force on the foothills of Kato
Mountains. Security forces did not intervene. »
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hometown of Latakia, since the ousting of Muslim Brotherhood-sup-
ported Mohammed Morsi from power in Cairo the star of the
Brotherhood has been waning in the entire Middle East. Syria, where
the main component of the opposition is the Muslim Brotherhood,

» Meanwhile, Cemil Bayik, the new co-chairman of the KCK, the
PKK’s frontline unit, hosted Kurdish leaders from Iraqg, Syria and Iran
i at his Kandil Mountain headquarters. After that meeting, Massoud
i Barzani, the president of the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG)
i in Iraq, declared they could assist the PYD if needed. The PKK now
i wants Ankara to prevent Jabhat al-Nusra attacks on the PYD.

i It would be difficult for Turkish government to tell its public that it is
i now assisting the PYD, that is, the PKK. But doing nothing could
i endanger the dialogue with the PKK. The most Ankara can do is
¢ what it has done in the past: protect civilians by opening the crossing
i gate. But Ankara doesn’t want the Syrian opposition forces to be
i weakened, although the FSA has already distanced itself from
i Jabhat al-Nusra

Ithough FSA chief Salim Idriss has been passing around photo-
graphs of himself reportedly in President Bashar al-Assad’s

has been duly affected as well.

For the past two years there was a kind of second cold war between
the US and Russia on the Turkish-Syrian border. Now a local proxy

war between al-Qaeda and the PKK has been added to it.

Turkey’s involvement in the Syrian civil war has placed it in a tough
spot in the Middle East’s Sunni-Shiite conflict. The kidnapping of two
Turkish pilots in retaliation against the [kidnapping of nine Lebanese
Shiites carried out by the] FSA [or perhaps Jabhat al-Nusra] is but :

one example.

For all these reasons, Ankara has to be content by watching this turmoil

on its borders from a distance. That is what we are doing, anyway. ¢

August 15, 2013 - By Humeyra Pamuk | Reuters

ANKARA - Turkey has quietly built up a large presence in
Kurdistan's oil and gas industry, teaming up with U.S. major Exxon
Mobil, as Ankara bets on Iraq's semi-autonomous republic to help
wean it off costly Russian and Iranian energy imports.

A state-backed Turkish firm was also set up in the second quarter of
2013 to explore for oil and gas in Kurdistan, according to three
sources familiar with the company.

The strategy will anger Baghdad, which claims sole authority to
manage Iraqi oil, and runs counter to calls from Washington for
Ankara to avoid backing projects that will help the Kurds gain fur-
ther autonomy.

With a ballooning energy deficit that leaves the Turkish economy vul-
nerable to external shocks and a booming demand for power that is
set to keep growing over the next decade, Turkey has been working
to cut the costs of its oil and gas imports.

Kurdistan's huge energy potential has been hard to ignore, and
Turkey's courtship of Iraq's Kurds, a strategy driven by Prime
Minister Tayyip Erdogan, is beginning to pay off.

"When you have such an energy deficit and you have such a big
potential on your border, you can't let Baghdad or anything else get
in the way," said one of the sources familiar with the new state-
backed company, a Turkish industry figure close to the deals in
Kurdistan. "You have to find a formula and make sure this oil flows
through your country."

The Arab-led central government in Baghdad, at odds with the
Kurdish-run enclave over control of oilfields and revenue sharing,
has repeatedly expressed its discontent.

It has warned that independent Kurdish efforts to export its oil could
ultimately lead to the break-up of Iraq.

But neither calls from Baghdad nor Washington have been enough to
deter the Turks, the Kurds or the oil companies. Exxon, Chevron and
Total have already signed exploration deals with Kurdistan.

Semi state oil firm TPIC and state pipeline operator Botas have stakes
in the new state-backed company, which has entered a dozen explo-
ration blocks in Kurdistan, including several fields where Exxon is
already present.

It is also negotiating a gas purchasing deal with Kurdistan, said the
sources familiar with the company. Exxon Mobil declined to com-
ment for this story.

Turkey's ambition to play a bigger role in Iraqi Kurdistan's energy
prospects comes at a time when it is also negotiating a fragile peace
process with Kurdish militants on its own soil to end a three-decade
long bloody dispute.

Turkey plays big in Kurdistan's energy game

Divided mostly between Iran, Turkey, Iraq and Syria, the Kurdish
people are often described as the largest ethnic group without a state
of their own.

LINK-UP IN TURKEY

Turkey's involvement also stretches to a new KRG pipeline that is
almost complete and will allow the Kurds to export their crude from
the Taq Taq oilfields straight over the border to Turkey without
having to wrangle with Baghdad over payments.

The pipeline will link with the existing Kirkuk-Ceyhan pipeline on
Turkish soil, rather than in Iraq, thus bypassing Baghdad, according
to the latest plans.

Last year, Kurdistan stopped exporting 200,000 barrels per day (bpd)
of crude through Iraq's federal pipelines due to a revenue-sharing
dispute and instead started trucking smaller amounts of oil to
Turkey.

The semi-autonomous region has ambitious plans to raise exports to
more than 1 million bpd by the end of 2015 or over 1 percent of glo-
bal supplies.

The sources say the pipeline is almost complete and will start pum-
ping around 200,000 bpd at the end of the year. Turkey consumes
around 700,000 barrels of oil daily.

GAS GAME

OPEC member Iraq's oil may have long been the focus of attention,
but for Turkey, gas could have an even greater appeal.

Turkey is set to overtake Britain as Europe's third biggest power
consumer in a decade. It buys natural gas from Russia, Iran and
Azerbaijan and liquefied gas from Nigeria and Algeria for use mainly
in power generation.

"For Turkey, securing natural gas from fields in northern Iraq, where
Turkey will also be a partner, is of utmost importance. There has been
big progress on this issue," said one of the three sources, a Turkish
official close to the talks.

Two of them said the state-backed Turkish company was looking to
finalize gas purchasing deals with KRG in the coming months.

KRG Energy Minister Ashti Hawrami said this year Kurdistan was
planning to export the first gas to Turkey by 2016.

About a dozen Turkish private companies have applied to Turkey's
energy watchdog EPDK to obtain a license to import gas from Iraq.
Turkey's daily gas demand stood at 125 million cubic meters in late
2012 and is likely to rise to nearly 220 million during the harsh win-
ter months, energy ministry officials say.

"It is actually a gas game. The main reason why Turkey is taking this

political risk in Iraq is because of the appealing gas resources," said
the industry source. @
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Kurdish oil flowing to Turkey to boost
KRG's autonomy

0zGUR KUCUK, iSTANBUL

he completion of a controversial pipeline

that will transport Iraqi Kurdistan's oil to
Turkey might bring about major changes in
Iraqi Kurds' relations with Baghdad on the
one hand and with Turkey on the other.

Kurdish and international oil investors
have said they expect the strategic. pipe-
line to be ready for use by the end of this
year, carrying around 300,000 barrels per
day. It might also be used to transfer natu-
ral gas to Turkey and other European mar-
kets.

"I am certain that Kurdistan's exports
via the pipeline will very soon become rea-
lity," Ashti Hawrami, minister of natural
resources for the Kurdistan Regional
Government (KRG), said during an energy
conference held in London in June.

Hawrami told Sunday's Zaman that
Kurdish oil is exported with Baghdad's full
knowledge.

“Fifty percent of the income goes to
foreign companies and the rest will go to
[Iraqi] state coffers," he added.

Turkish Energy Minister Taner Yildiz
said in a televised speech on Wednesday
that Turkey's petroleum infrastructure is
ready for the oil that Turkey will receive
from Iraqi Kurdistan.

Once operational, the strategic pipeline
is expected to strengthen the Kurdish posi-
tion vis-a-vis the federal government in
Baghdad and will give the Kurds, who have
long faced discrimination in the region,
more independence in their relations with
the Iragi government.

KRG SEES OIL AS WAY TO OPEN UP
TO EUROPE

The Kurdish government in Arbil and
the central authorities in Baghdad do not
see eye to eye on how to manage the
country's vast oil resources. Invoking arti-
cles of the Iragi constitution, Kurds argue
that they are permitted by the charter to
explore for and manage their oil resources.
Baghdad vehemently disputes the claim
and says federal authorities should have
the final say in managing oil and gas, as
they are public resources that belong to the
whole nation.

Kurdish officials have made clear that
they are not going to concede control over
natural resources in Kurdistan to the Iraqi
government.

Speaking during an energy conference
in Germany in April, KRG Prime Minister
Nechirvan Barzani said, "If Europe wants to
access gas from the fields in Kurdistan, it
will be the KRG that takes the lead in nego-
tiations."

The Kurdistan region is also home to
vast reserves of natural gas, estimated at

100 to 200 trillion cubic meters.

The pipeline is also likely to take the
already warm political and economic rela-
tions between Iraqi Kurdistan and neighbo-
ring Turkey to new heights. As one of the
20 largest economies in the world, Turkey
is ever hungry for energy resources. Oil
exports from the Kurdistan region can help
meet Turkish needs.

Kurdish officials say they plan to reach
a production target of 2 million barrels per
day by 2015. If that target is achieved, the
Kurdistan region will become a major
player on the international energy map.
Kurdish oil reserves are estimated at
around 45 billion barrels.

With Kurdish oil passing through
Turkey, the government in Ankara will also
be ideally positioned to use oil exports
against Kurds in the future, should any dis-
putes between the two sides arise.
Turkey's increased reliance on Kurdish oil
exports would, however, mean that Iraqi
Kurds would also be able to use their oil
resources and exports against Ankara.

The construction of the pipeline has
continued in recent months despite intense
pressure from both Washington and
Baghdad. The US and Iraq worry that the
pipeline could significantly reshape power
relations in the region and push Iragi Kurds
toward Ankara at the expense of Baghdad.

Senior US administration officials,
including Secretary of State John Kerry,
have publicly voiced concerns about the
pipeline project. But following a meeting
between Turkish Prime Minster Recep
Tayyip Erdogan and US President Barack
Obama in May at the White House, US
complaints concerning the pipeline have
stopped. Although unconfirmed, many sus-
pect the Turkish side managed to convince
the Obama administration to support its
energy deals with the Kurdish government.

‘BAGHDAD NOT WILLING TO LOSE
TURKEY'

Ankara-Baghdad relations could
improve, however, as Baghdad is not likely
to be willing to lose a customer such as
Turkey, according to a source with good
knowledge of Iraqi energy matters.
Baghdad and Arbil both have energy deals
with Turkey, and if Baghdad's relations with
Turkey deteriorate, Arbil would stand to
gain. This may suggest that Arbil and
Baghdad would be butting heads, but
Baghdad already accepts that Arbil has
signed oil deals with Ankara.

On the relations between the KRG and
Baghdad, Primoz Manfreda, the editor and
writer for the Middle East Issues website at
About.com, says, “There is little Maliki can
do to thwart the trade between Turkey and
the KRG.” He suggests that neither has the

An employee works at the Tawke oil
fields in the semiautonomous Kurdish
region in northern Iraq. (Photo:
Mehmet Kuru, Cihan)

upper hand, noting: “A direct armed clash is
in nobody's interest. Baghdad and Arbil will
remain locked in futile talks over the com-
mon oil legislation (delayed for years, and
key to attracting more foreign investment in
Iraq), with neither able to defeat the other.”

Turkey sees the KRG and Iraq as an
important part of the solution to its energy
woes. Turkey's problematic current
account deficit (CAD), which has in recent
times ranged between 6.5 and 10 percent
of the country's gross domestic product
(GDP), is roughly comparable to its energy
import bill -- with its rises and falls tied to
fluctuations in international oil prices as
much as anything else. Ankara wants to
decrease its dependence on expensive
Russian natural gas and on Iran, a long
unreliable energy supplier that US and EU
sanctions are making more so. Iraq and its
Kurdistan region are one way out of the
bind. According to a 2012 International
Energy Agency (IEA) report, Iraq will play a
pivotal role in world oil markets in the
coming decades and could produce up to
8.3 million barrels a day in 2035, but only if
“a resolution of differences over gover-
nance of the hydrocarbon sector ... opens
up the possibility for substantial growth
also from the north of Irag.”

It seems likely that Iragi Kurdistan will
continue to develop its oil and gas
resources and export routes to get them
out of the country, including direct ones via
Turkey. The dance between Baghdad, Arbil
and Turkey over these exports and unrela-
ted issues will also continue. The United
States can be a more effective interlocutor
with the parties, and especially with its ally
Turkey and friends in Arbil, if it is seen put-
ting pressure on Iragi Prime Minister Nouri
al-Maliki to more fully respect Irag's broa-
der power sharing arrangements and,
more narrowly, to pursue a compact with
the country's north that will give it energy
trade latitude, while also paying homage to
Baghdad's prerogatives. m
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aux frontiéres du conflit syrien

La poudriére du Kurdistan irakien

Par Boris Mabillard
envoyé spécial en Irak

Bashiqa, aux confins du

Kurdistan irakien,
I’équilibre des communautés est
un peu plus fragilisé par I’arrivée
des réfugiés syriens Troisieéme
épisode de notre série autour du
volcan syrien, a Bashiqa, aux
confins du Kurdistan irakien, ou
I’équilibre des communautés est
un peu plus fragilisé par I’arrivée
des réfugiés

Yasser et Fadi se calent contre le
mur, Pair effrayé. C’est la pre-
miére fois qu’ils ont une visite
depuis leur arrivée en Irak. «Oui,
la ville de Bashiqa nous a bien
accueillis», affirme Yasser, le
plus agé des deux fréres, sans
trop de conviction. Il montre la
télévision, 1’air conditionné,
«des voisins yezidis nous les ont
donnés.» Dans la picce spartiate,
il n’y a aucun meuble, hormis les
matelas donnés par le Haut-
Commissariat pour les réfugiés
(HCR). Bashiga est 1’lrak en
petit, presque toutes les commu-
nautés du pays y sont représen-
tées: yezidis, sunnites, chrétiens,
chiites et chabak cohabitent
pacifiquement. Les quelque 100
000 habitants de la ville espérent
encore se maintenir a 1’écart du
chaos, mais ils y croient de
moins en moins. Leur cité se
trouve sur la ligne qui sépare, a
travers la Syrie et I'lrak, les
mondes kurde et arabe. Entre ces
deux camps qui s’affrontent, il
n’y a guére de place pour la neu-
tralité. Bashiqa est sommée de
choisir son camp.

l En quittant le printemps der-
nier Hassaké, la ville ou ils

sont nés, dans le nord-est de la
Syrie, Yasser et Fadi ont emporté
tout ce que la famille possédait,
empaqueté sur le toit d’une
guimbarde prétée. Yasser est
revenu deux jours plus tard pour
chercher sa femme, son fils, sa
mere et son frére handicapé. Le
voyage a mangé toutes leurs éco-
nomies. «Nous sommes de reli-
gion yezidie et parlons kurde.
Pour nos voisins arabes

d’Hassaké, nous sommes des
Kurdes. Et cela ne posait aucun
probléme.» Mais lorsque les
groupes islamistes ont pris le
contrdle d’une partie de la
région, la famille de Yasser s’est
sentie menacée: «Ils mettent tous
les Kurdes dans le méme panier.
Pour eux, il n’y a ni civils, ni
femmes, ni enfants. Il n’y a que
des ennemis kurdes. Il nous fal-
lait prendre les armes, mourir ou
fuir» Son frére ajoute: «Vous
avez vu ce qui se passe ces jours,
les combats font rage entre les
djihadistes et les rebelles kurdes
armés. Les familles kurdes
essaient de prendre refuge en
Irak.» La mere sanglote. Le
cadet de ses fils est bloqué de
I’autre coté de la frontiere.
Yasser la rassure: «Les combats
n’ont pas lieu la, il ne court
aucun risque!» «Tais-toi! Tu
crois savoir, mais les Syriens,
eux, ne le savent pas et ils bom-
bardent ou ils veulent.»

Avant de s’établir a Bashiqa, la
famille a sé¢journé dans le camp
de réfugiés de Domiz, a 10 kilo-
meétres de Dohuk, un des trois
gouvernorats qui composent le
Kurdistan irakien. «Nous avions
le droit de quitter le camp pour
travailler, mais il n’y avait
presque pas d’embauches, et
beaucoup de  candidatsy,
explique Yasser pour justifier sa
venue a Bashiqa. «La religion
n’avait pas d’importance a
Hassaké. Ici, c’est différent. Les
chrétiens vont avec les chrétiens,
les Kurdes restent entre eux et
les yezidis aussi. J’ai choisi
Bashiqa en espérant que ce serait
plus facile d’y trouver un
boulot.» Les yezidis constituent

pres de 70% des habitants du
centre de Bashiqa. Mais les vil-
lages alentour sont en majorité
chabak, wune secte kurde
ésotérique rattachée aux chiites.

es couleurs du Kurdistan

flottent sur les maisons, aux
enseignes des échoppes et méme
sur le mur d’enceinte de 1’église
et du temple yezidi. Par contre,
pas un seul drapeau irakien,
pourtant Bashiqa et son district
appartiennent a Ninive, la pro-
vince dont Mossoul est la capi-
tale, et sont donc officiellement
sous I’administration de Bagdad.
Mais Erbil, la capitale du
Kurdistan autonome, revendique
la souveraineté sur la ville, ce
que lui conteste Bagdad. Bashiqa
fait partie des «territoires dispu-
tés» et son sort est suspendu aux
résultats d’un référendum sans
cesse différé. Dans les faits, elle
est sous controle kurde. Le Parti
démocratique du Kurdistan
(PDK) de Massoud Barzani et
celui de I’Union patriotique du
Kurdistan (UPK) de Jalal
Talabani, qui  gouvernent
conjointement le Kurdistan ira-
kien, ont ouvert des officines
dans la ville. Sur la pelouse
devant le siege du PDK, a I’abri
de parpaings de béton armé, le
responsable local du parti tend
son doigt vers la ville: «Tout ce
qui  fonctionne vient du
Kurdistan, tout ce qui cloche de
Bagdad. Les gens d’ici nous sup-
plient de ne pas les abandonner,
ils  veulent rejoindre le
Kurdistan. Et, tot ou tard, notre
veeu se réalisera.»

Chaque matin, Yasser se rend
dans la périphérie de la ville, en

quéte de travail. Il doit passer les
contrdles qui filtrent I’acces au
centre-ville. Les gardes de la
premiére ceinture de sécurité
font partie d’une milice munici-
pale. A I’ombre de sa guérite, le
factionnaire adresse un bonjour
débonnaire a des passants; il
connait tout le monde, seul le
visage de Yasser ne lui est pas
encore familier. «D’ou viens-tu?
Je ne te connais pas.» Les
réponses formulées en kurde
sont un sésame, Yasser peut
poursuivre son chemin: «Ne te
perds pas. A droite sur la grand-
route, c’est pire que la Syrie,
c¢’est Mossoul!» Plus loin, des
peshmergas kurdes encagoulés
vérifient 1’identit¢ de chacun.
Rien n’abrite du soleil la file qui
s’est formée et n’avance pas. La
touffeur ajoute a ’impatience. 9
h passées. Pour Yasser, il ne sert
plus a rien d’attendre: «Je dois
étre a 8h a Dentrée de
I’entreprise. I y a chaque matin
plusieurs ouvriers a la recherche
de travail. Les premiers arrivés
sont engagés pour quelques
heures. Encore une journée per-
due. Le loyer n’est pas pay¢ et le
propriétaire n’attend pas.»

L’officier en charge du check
point s’excuse pour 1’attente
causée par ces mesures de sécu-
rité exceptionnelles: «Plusieurs
attentats ont eu lieu aujourd’hui
dans la périphérie de Mossoul, a
quelques kilometres d’ici, et
nous craignons qu’il y en ait
d’autres aux environs de
Bashiqa.» 11 officie depuis deux
ans dans les rues de Mossoul et
dans sa périphérie, jusqu’a
Bashiqa. Il voudrait changer
d’affectation, obtenir un poste
plus calme, a Erbil par exemple,
sa ville natale: «Nous n’avons
pas réussi a rétablir le calme a
Mossoul. Les bombes continuent
a exploser quotidiennement. J’ai
peur lorsque je passe un check
point qui n’est pas tenu par les
peshmergas kurdes. Sans appui
dans I’armée, les terroristes ne
pourraient pas agir. Certains
militaires arabes des forces gou-
vernementales collaborent avec
les terroristes, les informent.» >
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> A Mossoul, I’ennemi n’a pas
de visage, ca peut étre un pas-
sant, un militaire ou le voisin.

Les violences ont poussé¢ bien
des habitants a quitter Mossoul.
Beaucoup de chrétiens et de
yezidis ont choisi de se réfugier a
Bashiqa, une ville réputée pour
sa mixité confessionnelle. Rita
est chrétienne, elle et sa famille
se sont installés a Bashiqa il y a
deux ans: «Nous n’en pouvions
plus de vivre terrés a Mossoul,
dans I’attente que la vie reprenne
un cours normal.» La sonnette
retentit; Rita se 1éve et fait entrer
des cadres du PDK, venus en
voisins et ravis de se trouver en
téte-a-téte avec Rita. Mais Najib,
le pére, ne tarde pas a s’imposer,
et les mines reprennent leur
sérieux. Il s’est habitué a la vie a
Bashiqa, méme si certains de ses
amis restés a Mossoul lui man-
quent. I1 ne leur rend jamais vis-
ite: «J’étais ingénieur dans
I’aviation militaire, dit-il, et je
bénéficie d’une bonne retraite.
Les gens le savent. Par rapport
aux plus pauvres, je suis un
nanti, qui plus est chrétien. Cela
suffit a me désigner comme une
cible. Les bombes cueillent au
hasard. On peut minimiser le
risque en évitant les lieux
fréquentés mais, contre les
enlévements, il n’y a rien a
faire.»

Najib explique qu’il se sent pour

I’instant a I’abri, mais il craint
que les violences ne s’étendent
et mettent a mal 1’équilibre entre
les confessions. «Contrairement
a la premicre impression que
I’on a en venant a Bashiqa, les
tensions existent déja entre les
différentes communautésy, dit-
il, au grand désarroi des cadres
du PDK présents, qui tiennent a
promouvoir une autre image de
leur ville. «L’harmonie entre les
communautés ne durera pas. Il
suffit d’un attentat pour que la
paix vole en éclats. C’est déja
arrivé, il y a six ans. Mais per-
sonne ne veut plus en parler; le
sujet est tabouy, ajoute Najib.

pres le départ des cadres du

PDK, Najib consent a en
dire plus et raconte I’histoire de
Doa. Cette adolescente yezidie a
été sauvagement lapidée par des
membres de sa famille, en avril
2007: «Les siens la soupgon-
naient d’entretenir une relation
avec un musulman. Alors que les
musulmans accusaient sa famille
yezidie d’avoir tué la jeune fille
parce qu’elle voulait se convertir
a l’islam.»

Ahmed Bajalan fait partie de
I’aristocratie chabak de Bashiqa.
11 admet que la ville est moins
unie qu’il n’y parait au premier
abord. Son clan plébiscite un
rapprochement avec le
Kurdistan, nécessaire pour la
prospérité de la ville, selon lui:

«ll s’agit d’un mariage de raison.
Les Kurdes peuvent nous pro-
téger du chaos. En Irak et en
Syrie, kurdes, yezidis, chrétiens
et chabak, nous avons un destin
commun. A  1’écart des
extrémistes sunnites qui gagnent
du terrain.»

La province de Ninive est dev-
enue l'un des sanctuaires de
I’Etat islamique d’Irak et du
Levant, un groupe djihadiste 1ié
a Al-Qaida, qui profite de la
porosité de la frontiére avec la
Syrie pour étendre son aire
d’influence. La nécessité de
choisir son camp est dans tous
les esprits, la sécurité proposée
par le gouvernement kurde
séduit autant que la prospérité
qui régne dans les territoires
appartenant officiellement au
Kurdistan irakien: «Aujourd’hui,
80% de la population souhaite
I’intégration de Bashiqa au
Kurdistan», conclut Ahmed
Bajalan.

S ur la route qui quitte Bashiqa,
en direction d’Erbil, un dra-
peau irakien surmonte une
batisse poussiéreuse. Le proprié-
taire, Abu Ibrahim, a choisi son
camp lui aussi. Il ne parle que
I’arabe et ne voudrait pas vivre
dans un Etat géré par les Kurdes:
«Je n’y aurais pas ma place»,
plaide-t-il en insistant sur le res-
pect qu’il montre a 1’égard des
Kurdes et méme des chrétiens.

«Nous avons toujours vécu
ensemble ici. La preuve? Voyez
le nombre de villages chrétiens
qui subsistent.»

Yasser et Fadi, nos deux réfugiés
syriens, ont escaladé 1’une des
collines qui surplombent la ville.
Autant pour la vue que pour vis-
iter le petit mausolée yezidi qui
s’y trouve. Dans I’enceinte du
lieu saint, quelques arbres tordus
résistent au vent. La, un vieil
homme vétu de I’habit tradition-
nel, une toge blanche nouée sur
le devant, effleure de ses lévres
un tronc en signe de respect.
Pour les yezidis, I’ensemble de
la création doit étre honoré. Le
visiteur est un saint homme, un
fakir, auquel les yezidis
attribuent des pouvoirs sacrés:
celui de guérir ou de deviner
I’avenir et méme  celui
d’invincibilité. Surtout, les fakirs
sont les dépositaires de la tradi-
tion orale sur laquelle se fonde la
religion yezidie. L’homme mon-
tre fierement sa kharka, véte-
ment saint que lui a donné son
pere: «Je ne la quitte que tres
rarement, car elle me confére
mes pouvoirs. Grace a elle, je
suis invincible et je peux
résoudre les conflits au sein de la
tribu.» Les deux réfugiés syriens
se montrent circonspects: «Que
peut-elle contre les bombes?»
XX
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aux frontiéres du conflit syrien

L’Irak, un pays divisé a I’image de la Syrie

Les djihadistes sunnites menacent les Kurdes et les chiites au pouvoir

Boris Mabillard

amedi, le président du

Kurdistan irakien, Massoud
Barzani, a menacé d’intervenir
pour soutenir les Kurdes en Syrie.
Méme s’il n’a pas précisé les
moyens d’intervention qu’il
entendait mettre en ceuvre, sa
déclaration est la premieére du
genre. Avait-il le choix? Les com-
bats entre groupes djihadistes et
rebelles kurdes ont pris une
ampleur nouvelle. Depuis une

semaine, 30000 Kurdes syriens
ont fui vers le Kurdistan irakien.
Cet exode est le plus important
depuis le début du conflit. Les
Kurdes, en Irak et ailleurs, atten-
daient que Massoud Barzani, le
politicien kurde le plus influent,
prenne une position ferme.

Nouri al-Maliki, le premier min-
istre irakien, a de son coté réitéré
sa condamnation des groupes dji-
hadistes qui opérent en Syrie et en
Irak. S’il n’apporte pas un soutien
direct a Bachar el-Assad, son

choix de ne jamais s’en distancier
indique vers qui il penche. Quant
aux représentants d’Al-Irakiya, le
principal parti sunnite du pays, ils
n’ont cessé d’incriminer le régime
de Damas. Les fractures syriennes
se retrouvent presque a I’identique
en Irak et dessinent trois camps
irréconciliables.

La Turquie est le principal par-
tenaire ~ commercial  du
Kurdistan irakien. Longtemps
houleuses, les relations diploma-
tiques entre les deux voisins se

sont lentement réchauffées. Mais
la crise syrienne réveille les
anciennes dissensions. La Turquie
craint I’émancipation des Kurdes
syriens, alors que le Kurdistan
I’appuie. Mardi 30 juillet, Ahmet
Davutoglu, le ministre turc des
Affaires étrangeres, a accueilli le

premier ministre du
Gouvernement  régional  du
Kurdistan (KRG), Nechirvan

Barzani. La rencontre a permis
d’aplanir les désaccords sur le
dossier syrien. Mais le KRG
consideére la montée des >

28




Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

> groupes djihadistes comme
une double menace dans la
mesure ou ils operent désormais
de maniere transfrontalicre.
L’Etat islamique d’Irak et du
Levant (EIIL), lié a Al-Qaida,
vise les Kurdes en Syrie et en
Irak.

PEUR DE LA CONTAGION

L’EIIL bénéficie de forts soutiens

en Irak, ou le groupe a été créé.
Les populations arabes sunnites,
marginalisées par le
gouvernement de Nouri al-Maliki
et appauvries par la guerre, nour-
rissent un ressentiment contre
Bagdad, les Kurdes et les chiites,
accusés de s’approprier les
richesses du pays. Elles sont par-
fois séduites par les discours
haineux d’EIIL. Prise dans ses
contradictions, la classe politique

sunnite, dont le parti Al-Irakiya
au pouvoir a Mossoul et dans
deux provinces, n’a pas montré la
fermeté nécessaire a 1’égard des
djihadistes. Plutot que de bloquer
la frontiére avec la Syrie voisine,
les autorités de Mossoul ont lais-
sé les coudées franches aux ban-
des armées.

L’insurrection dans les territoires
sunnites est devenue incon-
trolable. Son renforcement en

Irak va de pair avec ses victoires
en Syrie et Bagdad craint que la
chute de Bachar el-Assad ne soit
celle d’un dernier rempart. Les
groupes djihadistes auraient alors
presque champ libre pour con-
quérir des parties du territoire
irakien.
LR 2 4
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Affameés et effrayes, ils
fuient par milliers en Irak

{ REPORTAGE L’Agence

i des Nations unies pour
i les réfugiés parle « d'un
i exode sans précédent »
i de Kurdes syriens.

: Des milliers de Kurdes
syriens affluent dans la
i région autonome du Kurdistan
i irakien en quéte d'un peu de
i répit, loin des privations et des
i combats contre les jihadistes.
i Ces réfugiés, en majorité des
§femmes, des enfants et des
i hommes agés, sont accueillis
i dans un camp encore en
i construction prés d'Erbil, la
i capitale du Kurdistan irakien. Le
{ camp manque de tout ou
i presque, mais il offre un répit
i bienvenu a ceux qui fuient les
i violences. Hier, I’Agence des
: Nations unies pour les réfugiés
§a annoncé que 15 000 per-
i sonnes avaient traversé la fron-
: tiere depuis jeudi, « un exode
i sans précédent ».

i «Ily ala guerre, les pillages... »
i raconte Abdulkarim Brendar,
i qui est arrivé a pied avec ses
i cing enfants. « Nous ne trou-
i vions plus rien a manger, alors
i nous sommes venus ici. »
i Beaucoup des nouveaux arrivés
i au camp ont un parcours simi-
i laire. « 11y a la guerre, les décap-
i itations, les meurtres et en plus
i il n'y a pas de travail », explique

Plus de 15 000 Syriens se sont réfugiés dans la région auto-
nome du Kurdistan irakien depuis jeudi pour fuir les com-
bats entre Kurdes et jihadistes, a annoncé ’ONU hier, évo-
quant des chiffres sans précédent. AFP PHOTO / UNHCR /

GALIYA GUBAEVA

Fadhel Abdullah, venu du nord-
est de la Syrie. « La situation
économique s’est détériorée,
tout est devenu cher. » « Il n'y
avait presque plus de nourriture
sur le marché, tout devenait
cher, depuis le pain jusqu’aux
bonbonnes de gaz, et le cho-
mage explose », explique
Ahmad, dont la femme tient leur
bébé de trois semaines dans les
bras. « Nous avons décidé de
partir avant de mourir de faim »,
ajoute-t-il.

Ces familles ont été prises au

piege des combats qui font rage
entre les Kurdes syriens et des
jihadistes du Front al-Nosra, en
particulier depuis que des mil-
ices kurdes ont chassé des
jihadistes de la ville de Ras al-
Ain, a la frontiére turque. La
communauté kurde, qui
représente environ 10 % de la
population syrienne, a pourtant
cherché a se maintenir a I'écart
du conflit qui a déja fait depuis
mars 2011, selon 'ONU, plus de
100 000 morts et prés de 2 mil-
lions de réfugiés, accueillis pour
la plupart au Liban, en Jordanie

et en Turquie. Selon les Nations
unies, avant jeudi, I'Irak accueil-
lait de son co6té déja plus de 154
000 réfugiés syriens, en grande i

majorité kurdes.

Les tensions qui traversent le i
Kurdistan irakien et la crainte :
de voir le conflit syrien débor- i
der de l'autre coté de la fron- i
tiere ont poussé les autorités :
kurdes irakiennes a fermer la i
frontiere en mai, méme si le :

président de la

région

autonome, Massoud Barzani, a i

menacé d’intervenir

pour :

soutenir les Kurdes syriens. Une
partie des restrictions ont €été i
levées en juillet, pour laisser :
passer en particulier les Syriens i
ayant des proches déja installés :
en Irak. « La région du Kurdistan
a accueilli un grand nombre de :
réfugiés », a insisté un respons-
able des Affaires étrangéres de i
la région, Dindar Zebari, en :
assurant que 20 millions de dol- i
lars supplémentaires avaient été
débloqués pour les réfugiés et :
en plaidant pour davantage

d’aide de Bagdad et de 'ONU.

Pour I'heure, des équipes médi- i
cales s’occupent d’examiner les :

arrivants,

et une dizaine de

réfugiés ont été envoyés a :
I'hopital pour des diarrhées et i
des vomissements dus a la§
chaleur. Les autorités kurdes :
d’'Irak ont prévu de transférer :
une partie des réfugiés d’Erbil :

vers la province

de

Soulaimaniyeh. Mais compte
tenu de la situation en Syrie, qui

ne montre
d’accalmie,

aucun
de

signe i
nouveaux i

réfugiés risquent de les rem- :

placer bientot. O
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Kurdish militias clash with al-Qaida-linked
rebel faction in northeastern Syria

By RYAN LUCAS | Associated Press

EIRUT — Kurdish militias battled al-

Qaida-linked rebel groups in nor-
theastern Syria on Tuesday in the latest
round of heavy fighting that has helped
fuel a mass exodus of civilians from the
region into neighboring Iraq, activists
said.

Clashes between Kurdish fighters and
Islamic extremist rebel groups have shar-
ply escalated in Syria’s northern pro-
vinces in recent months. The violence,
which has left hundreds dead, holds the
potential to explode into a full-blown side
conflict within Syria’s broader civil war.

Tuesday’s fighting, which pitted
Kurdish militiamen against rebels from
the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant,
was focused in three villages near the
town of Ras al-Ayn in the predominantly
Kurdish Hassakeh province, according to
the Britain-based Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights monitoring group. There
was no immediate word on casualties.

Around 30,000 Syrians, the vast
majority of them Kurds, have fled the
region over a five-day stretch and crossed
the border to the self-ruled Kurdish
region of northern Iraq. Another 4,000
made the trek across the frontier Tuesday,
said Youssef Mahmoud, a spokesman for
the UNHCR in Iraqi Kurdistan.

The new arrivals join some 1.9 mil-
lion Syrians who already have found
refuge abroad from the country’s relen-
tless carnage.

With belongings loaded onto mules,
thousands of Syrian refugees continued to
flow into northern Iraq through the border
town of Peshkabour Tuesday, some des-
cribing hometowns where food, water
and electricity have become scarce amid
the combat.

Among them was Ali Balash, a Kurd
from Hassakeh province who walked
some five kilometers to cross the border
with his 18-member family.

“War is rattling our areas, we were so
scared to stay,” said Balash, a day laborer
dressed in traditional Kurdish baggy
pants and a scarf tucked into his belt.

A father of four children aged bet-
ween 6 and 9, Balash’s face was pale as
he reached the Iraqi territories. “We
couldn’t go anywhere, we had no bread,
no work and no stability,” he added.

Riding a mule into the area, a 65-year-
old woman who identified herself only by
her nickname, Um Abdullah, for security
reasons, said she had made the journey
with her sisters and children but left her

(Hadi Mizban/ Associated Press ) - Syrian refugees cross into Iraq at the
Peshkhabour border point in Dahuk, 260 miles (430 kilometers) northwest of
Baghdad, Iraq, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2013. Around 30,000 Syrians, the vast majority
of them Kurds, have fled the region over a five-day stretch and crossed the border
to the self-ruled Kurdish region of northern Iraq. Another 4,000 made the trek
across the frontier Tuesday, said Youssef Mahmoud, a spokesman for the UNHCR

in Iraqi Kurdistan.

husband behind to guard their house in
Hassakeh.

“We saw dead bodies in the streets
and heard shootings and bombings all
day,” she said.

The massive exodus has put a severe
strain on Iraqi Kurdistan’s regional
government and aid agencies ability to
accommodate them all.

As many as 9,000 of the Syrians to
just arrive have found temporary refuge at
a transit site in Kawergost, north of the
regional capital of Irbil, UNHCR spokes-
man Adrian Edwards told reporters in
Geneva. The scale and speed of the influx
however has made it difficult to provide
shelter for all of the families, he said, for-
cing some to camp under tarpaulins or
other makeshift shelters.

The UNHCR said it is sending 15
truckloads of supplies — 3,100 tents, two
pre-fabricated warehouses and thousands
of jerry cans to carry water — from its
regional stockpile in Jordan. It said the
shipment should arrive by the end of the
week.

Some 55,000 Syrians already live at
the Domiz refugee camp in Dohuk, west
of Irbil, according to the UNHCR.

Nancy Lindborg, A USAID Assistant
Administrator for Democracy, Conflict

and Humanitarian Assistance, told repor-
ters in Amman that the United States is
“watching closely” the Kurdish exodus
from Syria to northern Iraq.

“Today, there are about 40,000 people
who already crossed,” she said. “Iraq ope-
ned its borders and we applaud their
generosity in taking in more people.”

She said Washington had allocated
$45 million out of $1 billion in aid for
Syrian refugees in Iraq and “we’re loo-
king at how we can contribute more.”

Kurds are Syria’s largest ethnic mino-
rity, making up more than 10 percent of
the country’s 23 million people. They are
centered in the poor northeastern regions
of Hassakeh and Qamishli, wedged bet-
ween the borders of Turkey and Iraq.
There are also several predominantly
Kurdish neighborhoods in the capital,
Damascus, and Syria’s largest city,
Aleppo.

Long oppressed by President Bashar
Assad’s regime, Syria’s Kurds now find
themselves enjoying near autonomy in
the northeast after Assad’s overstretched
forces pulled back from the region last
year, ceding de facto control to Kurdish
fighters. Some Kurds openly call for an
officially autonomous region in Syria
similar to that of northern Iraq. &
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Putting Rivalries Aside, All Main Kurdish Parties
To Meet For First Time

www.rferl.org
by Ron Synovitz

Across the four countries where most of
the world's Kurds live, competing ideo-
logies and rivalries have prevented the
emergence of a single unified Kurdish move-
ment.

That has suited the governments of Turkey,
Syria, Iraq, and Iran, which have fanned
Kurdish rivalries in the past because they
don't want an independent Kurdish state
carved out of their territories.

Now, with an eye toward improving their
relations, 600 delegates from more than 40
Kurdish parties in all four countries are
coming together for the first time.

Kamal Kirkuki, former speaker of the
Kurdish regional parliament in northern
Iraq, is a key organizer of the September 15-
17 event. He says Syria's civil war and
Middle East uprisings have made the gathe-
ring in Irbil necessary.

"We want to send a message of peace from all
the participants in this event to all corners of
the world," Kirkuki says. "We want [Kurds in
Iraq, Turkey, Syria, and Iran] not to be
misunderstood by the world. We want this
conference to complement the previous
attempts made by Kurdish leaders [to bridge
their differences]. We feel that conditions are
now appropriate.”

PARTISAN RIVALRIES PERSIST

Il main Kurdish factions in the region

have expressed the desire for Kurds to
eventually be unified within an independent
Kurdish state they call Kurdistan. But parti-
san rivalries keep them apart.
In Turkey, the Kurdistan Workers Party
(PKK) was founded in 1978 upon an ideo-
logy of Marxism with Kurdish nationalism.

It has renounced Marxist ideology since
Turkey imprisoned PKK leader Abdullah
Ocalan in 1999. But those Marxist roots still
raise suspicions among Kurds in areas where
conservative Muslim values are the norm.

The presence of female militants in the PKK
also has not rested well with Kurds in areas
with male-dominated tribal structures.

Kurds in Iraq have a history of bitter fighting
during much of the past 40 years. Iraq's
Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) is led by
Masud Barzani, the current president of nor-
thern Iraq's semiautonomous Kurdish regio-
nal government. Its main rival, the Patriotic
Union of Kurdistan (PUK), is led by Iraqi
President Jalal Talabani.

During the 1980s, Barzani's KDP was sup-
ported by Iran while Talabani's PUK was
backed by Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein.
They fought a full-fledged civil war in 1994

Kamal Kirkuki

after the creation of the Kurdish regional
government.

'TEMPORARY AUTONOMOUS STATE'

he toppling of Hussein's regime in 2003

brought a tenuous KDP-PUK alliance
that has held for a decade. But further divi-
sions emerged in 2009 when a third Iraqi
Kurdish party, Gorran, was formed by disen-
chanted members of both the PUK and the
KDP.
In Syria, Kurdish leaders attained de facto
autonomy in their areas last year when
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad's forces
withdrew, leaving Kurdish councils in
charge of local administrations.

Syrian Kurds' autonomy plans have evolved
since then with calls for their own constitu-
tion and a "temporary autonomous state"
proposed by the Democratic Union Party, an
affiliate of the PKK.

"The [Irbil] conference is the dream of all
Kurds everywhere and is going to bring us
closer as parties across the region," says Salih
Muslim, the leader of the Syrian Kurds'
Democratic Union Party. "Kurds within Syria
already are in basic agreement under the
umbrella of the Supreme High Kurdish
Commission. We are looking forward to a
transparent political path for the Kurdish
people, ensuring understanding and coordi-
nation between us all so that Kurds become
part of the democratic outlook in the Middle
East."

The Kurdish autonomy agenda, however,
has been stalled in Syria by recent battles
between Kurdish militias and Al-Qaeda-lin-
ked anti-Assad Islamists. The fighting has
sent more than 35,000 Syrian Kurds since
August 15 into northern Irag, where they
have joined more than 150,000 other Syrian
Kurdish refugees.

Meanwhile, Islamist rebels in Syria have
been recruiting Kurdish Islamists from nor-
thern Iraq, further complicating matters.

Only in Iran have the fortunes of Kurds
remained relatively unchanged by Syria's
civil war and the Arab Spring uprisings.

Iran's Kurdish parties have been weakened
by assassinations of their leaders. They
remain divided over issues beyond the call
for greater autonomy.

'A REAL MESS'

he organizers of September's Irbil confe-
rence assure Baghdad and Iraq's neigh-
bors they are not trying to create an indepen-
dent Kurdish state.
In Turkey, opposition to that development
has driven Ankara's Kurdish policies for
decades.

Bulent Azaria, director of the Turkey pro-
gram at the Washington-based Center for
Strategic and International Studies, says
Ankara's position is now complicated by the
need to deal with Kurds caught up in Syria's
civil war while also moving toward a peace
deal with the PKK.

At the same time, Ankara has been engaging
with Barzani, the Kurdish regional govern-
ment president.

Barzani has pan-Kurdish aspirations. But he
has recently developed closer relations with
Ankara that have resulted in deals on oil
deliveries from northern Iraq directly into
Turkey. Azaria says Barzani's evolving rela-
tionship with Ankara could motivate him to
try to temper autonomy aspirations of other
Kurdish leaders.

"You're getting three different processes
influencing each other -- the Turkish opening
to the Kurds in general, the Turkish involve-
ment with the Iraqi Kurds in the hope that
they would influence the others, and, of
course, the Turkish involvement in the
Syrian civil war with all the Kurdish compli-
cations," Azaria says. "Put them all together
and you've got yourself a real mess."

Even without a breakthrough agreement in
Irbil, the organization of the event could
boost the popularity of Barzani's KDP
among Kurdish voters in northern Iraq who
dream of Kurdish unity.

Elections for northern Iraq's Kurdish regio-
nal parliament are scheduled for September
21, just four days after the conclusion of the
Irbil conference. 0
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Syrian Kurds' flight
drags Iraq deeper
into neighbor's war

August 20, 2013 - By Murad Talaat (Reuters)

PESHKHABOUR, Iraq - Mahmoud Qarou packed his bags two
days ago, joining tens of thousands of Syrian refugees escaping
into northern Iraq, convinced that the two-year conflict could only
get worse.

About 35,000 Syrian refugees have poured into neighboring Iraqi
Kurdistan over a new border crossing since Thursday, fleeing a
surge in attacks by al Qaeda-linked Sunni Arab rebel group al-
Nusra Front on Kurdish villages near the border.

"There is no peaceful solution in Syria. The regime is bombing us
and al-Nusra Front members are blowing themselves up all over
the place," Qarou said in front of rows of United Nations aid tents.

The sudden massive exodus has raised the prospect of Iraq being
dragged deeper into Syria's war. The leader of Iraq's Kurdish
region, with thousands of troops under arms, has pledged to pro-
tect his kinsmen in Syria from attacks by al Qaeda-linked fighters
who hold territory on both sides of the frontier.

Men, women and children crossed a temporary metal pontoon
bridge over the Tigris River, carrying small knapsacks or rolled up
carpets stuffed with their possessions.

Outside dusty aid tents, some families had arranged their sandals
and shoes in neat rows. Children played among crates of U.N. sup-
plies and aid workers handed out bread.

"The border had to be opened because of the increased violence bet-
ween al-Nusra Front and Kurds," a senior Kurdish official said.
"There was a backlog of people wanting to cross which is why the
numbers are so large."

Aid agencies said on Thursday that Iraq's Kurdish region had cap-
ped the number of refugees allowed in to 3,000 a day to cope with
the sudden influx, one of the biggest cross-border migrations of a
war that has killed more than 100,000 people.

The Kurdish regional government shut the frontier months ago, but
opened it last Thursday, triggering the mass influx.

Mustapha Sheikh Hassan said his family had fled from town to
town in Syria before deciding to come to Iraq.

Hassan's family first escaped Damascus and headed to his home-
town in Syria's Kurdish-populated northeast, only to find it under
siege by al-Nusra Front fighters. They then traveled to another
town which was hardly better.

"There was no water, no electricity and no life, so I left," he said.
REBELS CLASH WITH KURDISH FIGHTERS

Kurds have become one of the warring parties in Syria since the
opposition to President Bashar al-Assad splintered on sectarian and
ethnic lines, with rival rebel groups turning on each other as they
try to grab control of territory.

In the northeast, Kurds have flown their own flag over towns and
villages, suggesting an aim to create an autonomous region like the

Iraqi Kurdish President Massoud Barzani (C) visits
Syrian refugees at the Quru Gusik refugee camp in
Arbil, about 350 km (220 miles) north of Baghdad,

August 19, 2013. REUTERS/Stringer

one that has maintained self rule next door in northern Iraq since
1991.

A month ago, Syrian Kurdish forces won control of the town of Ras
al-Ain on the Turkish border in battle with al Qaeda-linked fighters.

In response to the Kurdish gains, Sunni Islamist rebels have stepped
up their attacks in northern Syria in the last 10 days, said Rami
Abdelrahman from the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, a
Britain-based monitoring group.

The Sunni Islamist rebels have been fighting against Kurds across a
swathe of northern Syria where Kurds are concentrated, including
around Aleppo and near Turkish border crossings.

Syria's civil war is now deeply connected to the worsening violence
across the frontier in Iraq, with Sunni Islamist militants on the
Syrian side joining forces this year with Iraq's own resurgent branch
of al Qaeda. In Iraq, al Qaeda attacks on civilians and the security
forces have brought violence to levels unseen for at least five years.

Earlier this month Iraqi Kurdish leader Massoud Barzani said his
regional government would "make use of all of its capabilities to
defend women and children and innocent civilians" on the Syrian
side of the border.

He has sent envoys to Syria to report on the plight of Kurds ahead
of a regional conference on September 15-17 in Arbil involving
Kurdish groups from Iraq, Turkey, Syria and Iran.

Barzani controls thousands of highly-trained and capable troops in
his regional security forces known as Peshmerga, which could have
amajor impact if they joined the war in Syria. Kurdish officials have
played down the idea of direct military action, insisting that
Barzani is offering only humanitarian aid, political pressure, diplo-
matic support and coordination.

"All that Barzani will do is host the refugees, regardless their num-
bers, in a way that does not negatively impact his local and interna-
tional agreements," a senior Kurdish official in the central govern-
ment in Baghdad said.

"Now that the war in Syria turns into a war between al-Qaeda and
the Syrian regime, Kurds are paying the cost. It was necessary to
find all the means to shelter these refugees because they are Kurds."
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Syrian Kurds Find More Than a
Retfuge in Northern Iraq

By TIM ARANGO

AHELA, Iraq — Some were moved by

fears that the violence in Syria would
soon find them, as rumors of beheadings by
Islamist militants circulated from one vil-
lage to another.

“They are killing Kurds there, Jabhet
al-Nusra, Qaeda,” said Amjad Sulaiman,
22, referring to the Nusra Front and other
jihadi groups fighting in Syria and terrori-
zing local communities.

Many others, beckoned by images of a
better life broadcast from television sta-
tions based here in northern Iraq, came in
search of jobs or electricity, even just a
cold drink of water.

“There is no bread,” said one young
man.

“There is no water,” said another.

Traversing a meandering pathway
across Syria’s eastern frontier to a makes-
hift camp on a desert hilltop here, tens of
thousands of Syrian Kurds have fled to
northern Iraq in recent days, one of the lar-
gest movements of refugees since the
conflict in Syria began more than two
years ago, according to the United
Nations.

Just as rapidly, a refugee economy has
sprouted: money changers, cigarette ven-
dors, boys selling cellphone credits. Men
riding donkeys met families along the path
and, for a fee of about $5, carried their
things the rest of the way. The journeys
perpetuate a history of exodus and oppres-
sion for Kurds, a community whose ambi-
tions for statehood have been thwarted for
decades by Middle Eastern governments
and their Western benefactors.

Amid the scenes of displacement and
hardship, however, as hordes of refugees
mobbed trucks carrying watermelons and
mattresses, was the incongruity of the har-
dening sense that emerging from the civil
war in Syria was a better future for the
region’s Kurds.

As perilous as the exodus was, for
many refugees it carried a measure of
hope, bringing them not to the unwelco-
ming places other Syrians have found
themselves, but into friendly arms. As
grim as the conditions are for the newly
arrived refugees, some of whom spent
their first night sleeping outdoors on a thin
carpet, a sense of shared identity prevailed
for many who have long lived under a
government in Syria that refused them citi-
zenship and prohibited them from even
speaking their language.

“We have been living in fear,” said

Since last week, nearly 40,000 more
Syrian Kurds have come to northern
Iraq, bringing the total in the area
close to 200,000. More Photos »

Salah Ali, 68, who arrived recently and is
living in a new tent city on the outskirts of
Erbil, the capital of Iraq’s Kurdistan
region. “Here, we finally feel relief. We
have food. We are safe. We haven’t slept
well until we got here.”

The influx here stands in sharp contrast
to the humanitarian crisis unfolding in
Jordan, Turkey and Lebanon, where hun-
dreds of thousands of Syrians have sought
shelter. In many areas, the flood of refu-
gees has raised sectarian and ethnic ten-
sions and presented a dire challenge that
governments are struggling to meet. Here,

refugees are welcomed, even encouraged.

“It’s kind of the family looking after
each other,” said Mike Seawright, a field
coordinator for Doctors Without Borders,
whose medical workers treated arriving
Syrians for an assortment of ailments like
dehydration and diarrhea, but not war
wounds.

“To generalize, people here are in
pretty good condition,” he said.

The local authorities and aid agencies
said they were unprepared for the latest
wave of refugees, and that an existing
camp nearby in northern Iraq was terribly
overcrowded, housing nearly 50,000 refu-
gees in a site built for 22,000. Since last
week, nearly 40,000 more Syrian Kurds
have come, bringing the total close to
200,000. Officials have scrambled to pro-
vide for the latest influx, calling on resi-
dents across the region to make donations.

When Massoud Barzani, the president
of Iraq’s Kurdish territory, whose security
and prosperity has served as a model for
the aspirations of Kurds in Syria, Turkey
and Iran, visited a new refugee camp on
Monday, he was greeted like a revered spi-
ritual leader, his vehicle mobbed as he
appeared through a sunroof.

“We are brothers to you,” Mr. Barzani
told the crowd. “And you are now in your
home and in your country.”

Mr. Barzani has lately sought to posi-
tion himself as not just the leader of Iraq’s
Kurds, but someone who can unite all
Kurds as they push for more independence
and more democratic rights. He recently
threatened to send his own security forces,
known as peshmerga, to defend Kurds in
Syria. Next month he will host a =
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= regional Kurdish conference that is
viewed as a setting to discuss how the
Kurds can seize the turmoil gripping the
Middle East to advance a shared agenda,
the distant goal of which remains an inde-
pendent Kurdish state.

While the flood of refugees has tested
Mr. Barzani’s administration, it has also
presented him with a political opportu-
nity. By caring for refugees and, in his
call to arms for a people long steeped in a
martial culture, he is burnishing his cre-
dentials among Syrian Kurds as a regio-
nal leader. As some refugees crossed the
border Wednesday morning they approa-
ched a journalist with a video camera and
chanted, “Viva Barzani!”

“God bless Barzani,” said Mariam
Ahmed, 30, a refugee at the camp near
Erbil. “We have everything we need
here.”

Muhammad Murat, 43, a welder, fled
here after hearing stories of nearby villa-
gers being executed by jihadi fighters.
“Our only hope to go back home is for
Barzani to send the pesh to fight,” he
said, referring to the peshmerga. “That is
the only thing that gives us hope.”

At the beginning of the civil war in
Syria, now in its third year, Kurds had
hoped to stay out of the fight. For a while,
Kurdish areas of northeastern Syria were
relatively safe. But lately, clashes have

]

intensified between Kurdish militias and
Arab jihadis, who see Kurdish claims to
autonomy and territory as a challenge to
their goal of establishing an Islamic state.

That new fighting, as well as what
people here describe as a campaign by
jihadis to destroy agriculture and cut
power and water supplies, has hardened
longstanding tensions between Kurds and
Arabs, which were on display here as aid
workers and local officials registered
refugees.

Around midday on Wednesday at the
hilltop camp where new arrivals were
given water and food, a man with bull-
horn tried to segregate the small number
of Arabs who had arrived from the Kurds.

“All the Arab people in the tents,
come out here,” he said. “You have to go
here and be on a separate list.”

Standing nearby, Erdogan Kalkan, a
protection officer for the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees, was
troubled. “We would never accept this,”
he said. But, he added, “they have secu-
rity  concerns, national  security
concerns.”

The episode highlighted what many
Syrian Kurds say has become another
casualty of their war: any hope for a mul-
tiethnic society, with Kurds and Arabs
living together peacefully.

“There is no hope for that,” said Mr.
Ali, sitting in his tent while his grandchil-
dren played with marbles. “Everyone
hates one another and wants revenge.”

For the refugees who arrived here in
recent days, the things they brought
reflected the haste of their departure. For
many, that meant a single bag of clothes,
packed in a duffel bag or canvas sack.
Some, if they had the time and presence
of mind, brought small items to remind
them of homebound comforts: a favorite
teddy bear or a wedding album. One
woman brought a small satchel of soil
from her garden, another a miniature
Koran; one young boy came with four pet
birds. A young woman said she had
brought only her remembrances:

“I brought my memories of a beauti-
ful and peaceful Syria.”

‘ ‘ August / 14/ 2013

Syrian Kurd leader back in Turkey

NKARA / The leader of the main

Kurdish group in northern Syria, the
Democratic Union Party (PYD), has repor-
tedly returned to Turkey for talks with
Turkish officials, in his second visit in less
than a month.

The Turkish government had expres-
sed strong concerns about the imposition
of a de facto autonomous region in nor-
thern Syria after the PYD, which is affilia-
ted to the outlawed Kurdistan Workers’
Party (PKK), increased its control in the
area.

While underlining that there was no
problem in Ankara in holding talks with
PYD leader Salih Muslim, Turkish officials
declined to specify an exact date for the
imminent arrival of the Kurdish politician.
However, Firat news agency, which is
known to have close links to the PKK,
reported that Muslim has arrived in
Turkey.

“There is no date requested from us by
the PYD for holding the next meeting. Still,
they may convey this request right after
this conversation; it may be too imminent
as there is no problem for us in holding
talks with the PYD leader. When and if he
comes to Turkey, he will be holding talks

with officials from the Foreign Ministry
and MIT [the National Intelligence
Organization],” a Turkish diplomatic
source told the Hiirriyet Daily News.

Noting that it would be better to elabo-
rate on the agenda and the content of the
meeting with Muslim only after the mee-
ting occurs, the same diplomatic source
said nobody should look for a specific item
on the agenda of the meeting.

“Nobody should behave as if the PYD
is the only Kurdish group in Syria that the
Turkish government has been talking to.
Our contacts with several Syrian Kurdish
groups and parties have been going on at
different levels,” the source said, while
admitting that the traffic between Ankara
and the PYD had become more visible in

recent weeks given the clashes between
Kurds and al-Qaeda-linked fighters.

The People’s Defense Units (YPG),
PYD’s armed wing, has been engaged in a
violent fight with the al-Qaeda-linked al-
Nusra Front since mid-July, gaining
control of the Syrian town of Ras al-Ayn,
across from the Turkish town of
Ceylanpinar.

Muslim said the possible discussion
topics would include humanitarian aid to
northern Syria, the opening of border gates
and other issues concerning the region.
“We are already in dialogue with Turkey.
We discussed some topics and they are still
on the agenda. We will surely touch on
these,” Muslim told Anadolu Agency.
“Talking with the leader of the PYD is a
major change in our point of view.

Parties that have interests in Syria have
reviewed their policies,” he said, adding
that they had no secret agenda.

Ankara has three expectations from
the PYD: take a clear stance against the
Syrian regime, against the PKK, and not
imposing conditions, such as autonomous
rule, for the future of Syria already at this
stage.

a0
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Trois regards sur la
situation au Kurdistan

Guillaume Perrier

istanbul.blog.lemonde.fr/

Le conflit syrien a fini par embraser le
"Kurdistan occidental", la région kurde
de Syrie, située au Nord, le long de la fron-
tiére turque. Depuis une dizaine de jours,
des dizaines de milliers de réfugiés ont fui,
franchissant la seule frontiére qui leur soit
entrouverte, celle qui les sépare de 1'Trak et
de la région autonome kurde (KRG) dirigée
par Massoud Barzani. Les populations
civiles s'échappent de ce réduit, prises en
étau depuis plusieurs mois entre les frappes
du régime de Damas et les attaques de plus
en plus fréquentes des groupes islamistes
radicaux qui ont déclaré le "jihad" contre les
Kurdes. Le PYD, branche syrienne du PKK
et principal parti politique, a décrété une
autonomie du "Rojava Kurdistan" et entend
y imposer son ordre, via les YPG (unités de
défense du peuple, une milice locale renfor-
cée par le PKK). A Erbil, la capitale du
Kurdistan irakien qui sert de plateforme de
discussion politique, nous avons rencontré
trois des principaux chefs de partis poli-
tiques kurdes syriens.

SALIH MUSLIM, CHEF DU PYD (PARTI
DE L'UNION DEMOCRATIQUE),
BRANCHE SYRIENNE DU PKK:

Quelle est la situation dans votre
région?

Les combats continuent, des affrontements
trés durs a Tirbesiye ou a Sere Kaniye ou il
y a eu des bombardements d'artillerie qui
ont aussi touché la ville turque de
Ceylanpinar. A Tall Abyad et Kobani, les
YPG affrontent le Front Al-Nosra, 1'Etat
islamique en Irak et au Levant et certaines
brigades de 1'Armée syrienne libre (ASL).
Ce sont des musulmans extrémistes. A
Qamishli, c'est plus calme. A Kobani, les
groupes djihadistes ont regu le soutien de la
Turquie de 'autre c6té de la frontiere. Iy a
eu beaucoup de morts. Ils essayent de
constituer un émirat islamique mais les
Kurdes ne l'acceptent pas.

Vous vous étes rendu deux fois en
Turquie récemment?

Oui on leur a expliqué nos inquiétudes. On
leur a demandé d'ouvrir la frontiére pour

les réfugiés car il y a un embargo. Ils ont nié
toute intervention en disant que c'est une
longue frontiére, de plus de 800 km, qu'ils
ne peuvent pas tout contrdler. On ne peut
rien faire de plus. Il y a aussi des organisa-
tions extrémistes comme I'ONG IHH et le
Hizbullah (un parti kurde islamiste qui a
récemment repris de l'activité en Turquie
sous le nom de Huda-Par) qui les soutien-
nent.

Quelle est la stratégie du PYD?

Cela fait plus d'un an que les Kurdes contro-
lent la région et essayent de s'organiser.
Nous avons posé les bases de 'organisation
d'une administration civile, c'est une
période de transition, pas une solution défi-
nitive. Ce qu'il faut, c'est une solution glo-
bale pour la Syrie, qu'elle soit fédérale ou
confédérale. Nous discutons avec les autres
partis mais le PDK (parti démocratique du
Kurdistan, pro Barzani) doit maintenant
rejoindre le processus.

Y a-t-il un risque de conflit avec les
autres partis kurdes réunis dans le
conseil national kurde syrien?

Nous ne voulons pas d'une guerre fratricide
comme dans les années 9o. Il faut faire les
bons choix. Le congres national kurde (du
15 au 17 septembre) auquel nous participe-
rons va y aider. Il faudra y définir la straté-
gie des Kurdes pour une voie pacifique.
C'est un vieux réve pour tous les Kurdes.
Les pays arabes ont une ligue arabe, les
pays turcophones ont leur organisation... Il
y a un printemps kurde. Une organisation
kurde transnationale doit voir le jour mais
le modéle de I'Etat-nation est dépassé.

ABDUL HAKIM BACHAR, SECRETAIRE
GENERAL DU PARTI DEMOCRATIQUE
DU KURDISTAN SYRIEN (PDK,
BARZANISTE):

Quel est l'état des combats au
Kurdistan syrien?

La situation est meilleure pour ceux qui ont
fui que pour ceux qui ont di rester. Il y a de
nombreuses raisons a cette émigration sou-
daine des Kurdes de Syrie. La guerre,
d'abord, la situation économique ensuite.
Et certains fuient aussi la politique menée
par le PYD. Des gens sont enrolés de force
pour aller se battre. Méme la situation éco-

nomique est en partie de la responsabilité
du PYD. 1l insiste pour que 'aide ne puisse
passer que par eux et les pays étrangers ne
veulent pas. Le PYD cherche a renforcer ses
intéréts au détriment de ceux du peuple
kurde. Il y a des arrestations, des détentions
arbitraires. Il a taxé les gens qui voulaient
partir. En trois mois, environ 15 millions de
dollars ont été prélevés et pas un seul dollar
n'a été versé au Conseil national kurde.

Y a-t-il un risque de conflit interne?

Le régime d'Assad est parvenu a manigan-
cer cet affrontement entre Al Nosra et le
PKK pour ouvrir un conflit entre Arabes et
Kurdes. C'est aussi un message envoyé au
PYD pour ne pas couper le lien qu'il a avec
le régime. Quant a Al-Qaida et ses groupes
affiliés, tout le monde les utilise, y compris
la Turquie.

Le PYD est le principal parti kurde d'un
point de vue militaire mais n'est pas si
populaire parmi les Kurdes syriens. Nous
n'aimons pas les groupes totalitaires. Mais
nous ne voulons pas d'affrontements, il faut
un compromis pour obtenir de l'aide inter-
nationale et stopper cette émigration. Il faut
remettre de l'ordre dans la maison kurde.
Le probléme est la coopération entre nous
et le PYD. Nous nous sommes rencontrés
six fois et jusqu'a maintenant on ne sait pas
trop ce qu'il veut. Des accords ont été signés
a Erbil mais le PYD les viole.

IBRAHIM BRO, SECRETAIRE GENERAL
DU PARTI YEKITI (UNION KURDE EN
SYRIE, PROCHE DE L'UPK DU PRESI-
DENT IRAKIEN JALAL TALABANI):

La situation au Kurdistan syrien est tres
mauvaise, la situation économique est la
principale raison de l'afflux de réfugiés coté
irakien. Le régime Assad et la présence de
groupes armés djihadistes qui combattent
les Kurdes en sont deux autres. La popula-
tion a peur de ces organisations et peur de
la guerre.

Il y a aussi des tensions entre les partis
kurdes. Des gens sont détenus, mis sous
pression par les YPG. D'un c6té il est vrai
que le PKK assume le combat ces groupes
islamistes mais d'un autre c6té, il ne laisse
personne d'autre y participer. Ils veulent
controler toute la région. Ils ont la méme
politique qu'Assad, celle du parti unique.
Nous avons signé un accord entre le conseil
national kurde et le PYD, sous l'autorité du
président Massoud Barzani. Mais le PYD ne
met rien en oeuvre. Barzani essaye lui aussi
d'imposer son propre modele.

Y a-t-il un risque d'escalade?

Il y a une réelle compétition entre le PKK et
le PDK dan notre région. Mais j'espere que
les gens sont assez conscients pour y échap-
per. L'émigration massive pose un gros pro-
bléme car cela va peser sur l'avenir des
Kurdes de Syrie. Il y a beaucoup de zones
mixtes qui vont devenir a majorité arabes,
d'autant que beaucoup viennent s'y installer
depuis les régions plus au sud de la Syrie. Des
régions risquent d'y perdre leur identité. m
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"L'idéal du Kurdistan historique

est encore omniprésent"

Propos recueillis par
Elvire Camus

l'ordre dujour depuis plu-
leurs années, un congreés
national kurde devrait avoir
lieu entre les 15 et 17 septembre
a Erbil, capitale du Kurdistan
irakien. Annoncé le 23 juillet
par le président du gouverne-
ment régional du Kurdistan
d'Trak, Massoud Barzani, ce
congres est historique a plu-
steurs égards.

MYRIAM BENRAAD, polito-
logue spécialiste de I'Trak et du
Moyen-Orient, chercheuse asso-
ciée au CERI (Centre d'études et
de recherches internationales de
Sciences Po) et a [Iremam
(Institut de recherches et d'études
sur le monde arabe et musul-
man), décrypte les multiples
enjeux de cette réunion, non seu-
lement pour les Kurdes (peuple
apatride du Moyen-Orient), qui
vont pouvoir aborder la question
de leur avenir politique, mais
aussi pour la communauté inter-
nationale, pour qui un Kurdistan
autonome pourrait jouer un role
dans le reglement du conflit
syrien qui se répand dans
l'ensemble de la région.

Les Kurdes, répartis dans
quatre pays du Moyen-
Orient (Turquie, Irak, Iran,
Syrie), projettent de se réu-
nir en congrés national
depuis plusieurs années. En
quoi les conditions sont-elles
aujourd'hui réunies ?

Mpyriam Benraad : Les condi-
tions ne sont pas optimales. Mais,
pour la premiere fois, la tenue
d'un tel congres est rendue possi-
ble par un certain nombre
d'évolutions. Tout d'abord, par le
cessez-le-feu entre la Turquie et le
Parti des travailleurs kurdes
(PKK), décrété depuis sa prison
par le chef kurde Abdullah Ocalan
le 21 mars, et censé marquer la fin
de la guérilla qui dure depuis
1984. Ensuite, Erbil, capitale de la
région autonome du Kurdistan
irakien choisie pour accueillir le
congres, est aujourd’hui une
enclave relativement pacifiée et
permet, sur le plan logistique,
l'organisation de ce congres.

La situation des Kurdes de
Syrie a-t-elle eu wune

influence sur la tenue du
congres ?

Le fait que les Kurdes de Syrie
prennent de plus en plus exemple
sur leurs homologues du
Kurdistan irakien est un facteur
supplémentaire qui justifie
l'organisation de ce congres. Les
Kurdes de Syrie s'opposent,
comme les Kurdes d'Irak, au
maintien d'un régime dictatorial
centralisé (celui de Bachar Al-
Assad en Syrie et de Saddam
Hussein en Irak avant cela) mais
aussi a l'option armée radicale,
suivie par une partie de
l'opposition. Le paralléle entre les
deux situations est trés clair.

La communauté internatio-
nale soutient-elle les aspira-
tions autonomistes des
Kurdes de Syrie ?

Jusqu'a présent, non. Leur posi-
tionnement était plut6t mal percu
par les pays qui soutiennent
l'opposition armée, du Qatar a
I'Europe, en passant par les Etats-
Unis. Mais aujourd'hui, on assiste
a une double évolution
l'opposition syrienne se radicalise
et les régions kurdes sont plus sta-
bles que le reste du pays. Les
Kurdes jouent sur ces deux élé-
ments pour, sur le modéle de
leurs homologues irakiens, se pré-
senter comme modéle potentiel
pour la future Syrie, une Syrie
fédérale, en l'espéce. Nous n'y
sommes pas encore, mais il s'agit
la d'évolutions historiques, sur-
tout 1a ou 1'on n'attendait pas les
Kurdes. La communauté interna-
tionale prend conscience du role
qui peut étre le leur dans le regle-
ment de la crise syrienne.

Comment I'annonce du
congres a-t-elle été accueillie
en Turquie ?

La Turquie a récemment adopté
une position de tolérance face a ce
qui est présenté non pas comme
un appel a l'indépendance, mais
comme une autonomie. Un revi-
rement logique, car la priorité
d'Ankara est d'éviter un déborde-
ment de la crise syrienne et de la
crise irakienne sur son territoire.
Les quatre parties du Kurdistan
historique (le sud de la Turquie, le
nord de I'Trak, I'est de la Syrie et
l'ouest de I'Iran) sont actuelle-
ment percues comme des zones
tampons qui, par le biais
d'alliances circonstancielles avec

les Kurdes, permettent a la
Turquie de maitriser les évolu-
tions régionales.

Quel est I'objet du congres ?

Le congres national kurde va étre
I'occasion, pour la quarantaine
d'organisations et de partis
kurdes qui vont se réunir,
d'aborder un certain nombre de
questions régionales, ainsi que
des enjeux plus particuliérement
kurdes, relatifs notamment a leur
coordination a l'échelle régionale
et a la définition d'une stratégie
politique commune.

Existe-t-il une identité kurde ?

Les Kurdes ne constituent pas
une entité une et homogene. Ils
sont en majorité musulmans,
mais ils peuvent étres sunnites ou
chiites, conservateurs ou laics.
Toutefois, dans les circonstances
présentes, ces  différences
n'articulent pas de divisions pro-
fondes entre Kurdes. Il existe une
langue kurde, avec plusieurs dia-
lectes en fonction des pays.

On voit bien, par ailleurs, que le
registre nationaliste est mis en
avant par toutes les organisations,
ne serait-ce qu'a travers leurs
dénominations : Parti pour une
vie libre au Kurdistan (PJAK) en
Iran, Union patriotique du
Kurdistan (UPK) en Irak, par
exemple. Les Kurdes, sans
l'avouer publiquement pour ras-
surer certains de leurs partenaires
régionaux, restent sur une ligne
nationaliste qui a été propre a
toute leur histoire pendant le XXe
siécle, depuis le traité de Sévres en
1920 qui promettait aux Kurdes la
constitution d'un Etat indépen-
dant et qui ne s'est finalement
jamais réalisé. L'idéal du
Kurdistan historique est encore
omniprésent.

Les forces politiques kurdes
ont-elles des revendications
communes ?

Evidemment, il y a la question de
la lutte armée. Un certain nombre
de groupes, dont le PKK en
Turquie, qui est encore tiraillé
entre l'amorce du processus de
paix et la lutte armée, ont choisi
les armes, ce qui a marqué toute
leur trajectoire historique. Des
nuances identitaires existent
aussi d'un pays a l'autre, mais il
s'agit plutot de luttes d'influence
entre hommes politiques que de

différences fondamentales au
niveau idéologique. En Irak,
I'Union patriotique du Kurdistan
(UPK) et le Parti démocratique du
Kurdistan (PDK) sont plutét sur
la méme ligne. En Syrie, les
Kurdes font front commun contre
le régime baassiste et 'opposition
armée salafiste. Etant donné la
situation, les différences idéolo-
giques d'un groupe a l'autre sont
relativement mises en silence.

Est-on loin de la guerre civile
qui a eu lieu entre Kurdes en
Irak de 1994 24 1998 ?

Elle n'a plus aucun impact sur les
développements actuels. Méme
au Kurdistan irakien, les deux
principaux partis kurdes, PDK et
UPK, se partagent aujourd'hui les
pouvoirs en bonne entente —
Massoud Barzani (PDK) est chef
du gouvernement régional du
Kurdistan et Jalal Talabani (UPK)
est président de la fédération ira-
kienne — dans leur intérét : pour
faire en sorte qu'aucune division
intra-kurde ne compromette leur
statut autonome.

Massoud Barzani, leader du
Kurdistan irakien, est parti-
culiérement actif dans
l'organisation de ce congres :
essaie-t-il de se positionner
en leader du Kurdistan histo-
rique ?

Il poursuit plusieurs objectifs.
Tout d'abord sur un plan intérieur
: défendre le Kurdistan d'Trak face
aux instances centrales ira-
kiennes, en l'occurrence le gou-
vernement du chiite et premier
ministre irakien Nouri Al-Maliki,
et se placer en téte de file de
I'opposition irakienne au sens
plus large. 11 a d'ailleurs accueilli
dans la région du Kurdistan un
certain nombre d'opposants en
2012, dont des représentants sun-
nites pour discuter des moyens
d'évincer Nouri Al-Maliki du pou-
voir. Ensuite, on voit qu'a travers
la tenue de ce congres, M. Barzani
évolue vers une posture plus
régionale en offrant un forum de
discussion aux différentes organi-
sations kurdes. C'est 'opportunité
pour lui de se présenter comme
un parrain de ce congres national.

Quel role se voit-il jouer a
terme ?

C'est beaucoup trop t6t pour le
dire. Le congres est pour l'instant
l'occasion d'un rapprochement
stratégique entre Kurdes autour
d'intéréts communs. La reconsti-
tution d'un Kurdistan historique
n'est pas encore al'ordre du jour.m
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= normalization process, resolution of
the Kurdish question and Turkey’s
democratization.

He also said that the negotiations
were ongoing on an unequal ground,
saying that the Turkish state could eva-
luate the process with all its institutions
while Ocalan was holding meetings on
his own. Bayik said in an interview with
Newroz TV, broadcasting in Kurdish,
that they should be allowed to meet Oca-
lan in Imrali Island prison, according to
Dogan news agency. “Ocalan’s condi-
tions must be improved and we should
be able to visit [him in] Imral,” said

Bayik.

Bayik also accused the ruling Justice
and Development Party (AKP) of
making preparations for a great war
against the outlawed group, in his inter-
view with BBC Turkish service. “They
[AKP] are preparing for war, a great war,
not resolution. They want to make a
huge blow,” said Bayik.

Bayik claimed that the government
did not have a solution to the Kurdish
issue on its agenda.

Bayik said the AKP was planning to
use the current peaceful atmosphere for

their election campaign.

Bayik also denied the Turkish Prime
Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan’'s
remarks that only 20 percent of the PKK
militants had retreated from Turkish soil,
but refrained from giving any rate for
those who withdrew. He said they did
not promise any dates for beginning or
ending of the withdrawal. He said they
had not promised complete withdrawal
until June 1, saying that there was no
agreement or document on that issue.
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Education in Kurdish not
written into new Constitution

ANKARA - Hiirriyet Daily News

All parties, apart from the Peace
and Democracy Party, agree not
to include any article on the
right to mother tongue educa-
tion in the new charter, saying
instead that it could be regulat-
ed by laws

he right to education in one's mother

tongue has been left out of protection in
the draft Constitution, a decision justified
by its supporters on the grounds that it
would be possible to arrange mother
tongue education through laws.

At a session of Parliament’s
Constitution Conciliation Commission on
Aug. 28, three parties - the ruling Justice
and Development Party (AKP), the main
opposition Republican People’s Party
(CHP) and the Nationalist Movement Party
(MHP) - allied to keep the current related
expression in the Constitution. The expres-
sion states that “the language of education
is Turkish,” under the article covering the
“Rights and Duties of Training and
Education.”

The three parties agreed that education
in Turkish would not pose an obstacle
against granting opportunities for training
in other languages. However, the Peace and
Democracy Party (BDP), the staunch and
sole supporter of inclusion of the term
“mother tongue” in the Constitution,
argued that it would indeed cause an impe-
diment.

AKP deputy Ahmet lyimaya deemed it
“unnecessary” to address the issue within
the Constitution. His stance was in line
with Prime Minister Recep Tayyip
Erdogan’s recent remarks that education in
mother tongues was not on the agenda for
the peace process, which is aimed at ending
Turkey’s three-decade-old conflict between
the security forces and the outlawed
Kurdish Workers’ Party (PKK). Education
in mother tongue is, nonetheless, a critical
demand by the BDP for the progression of
the process.

BDP deputy Bengi Yildiz argued that
excluding the term “mother tongue” would
result in the Kurdish language being ero-
ded over time. While the MHP interpreted
it as a violation of sovereignty, the CHP
argued that certain lessons could be delive-
red in Kurdish.

“Training in mother tongue is not
enough for a language to survive. An offi-
cial language such as Turkish which is pro-
tected by the state is under threat against
English and other languages. Without edu-
cation in Kurdish, if you are not getting a
job in that language, that language tends to
be forgotten in time, its training is not
enough. One must be able to use one’s
mother tongue in a job as well," Y1ldiz said.

"Education and training in mother
tongue must be provided. In Wales, mother
tongue is not preferred because it is not
used in work life. This will create an obsta-
cle ahead of education in Kurdish. We are
talking about children’s rights. A child who
speaks in mother tongue goes through a
trauma when one starts school [where
courses are in a different language]. This
situation is also against children’s rights,"
she added.

However, MHP deputy Faruk Bal
argued that education in mother tongue
would bring with it demands for Kurdish
sovereignty. “The framework of mother
tongue means the sharing of other soverei-
gnties. It would create a distinct nation,”
Bal said.

In response, Yildiz stated “We are
already a distinct nation. This is not a legal,
but a natural demand. We do not want the
state to give us rights; we want the return of
our seized rights.”

Siiheyl Batum, a deputy of the CHP,
said that certain lessons could be taught in
Kurdish. “In locations where certain groups
live densely, some lessons could be given in
mother tongue, according to demand. For
instance, geography [courses] can be in
Kurdish. We are not supporting any reli-
gion or culture being removed. Everyone
can learn, develop their mother tongue.
This is a decision about being a nation.
First, we must decide if we are one nation,
two nations, three nations. If we accept dis-
tinct nations, we will regulate their rights
after that,” he said.

The AKP, the CHP and the MHP have
already agreed during a session held on
Aug. 27 to keep Article 3 of the current
Constitution in its present form, thus defi-
ning the language of the state as Turkish.
The AKP has stepped back from its pre-
vious proposal of naming an “official lan-
guage,” instead complying with the term
“state’s language.”

[}
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[P Foreign Policy

The Civil War
Within Syria's
Civil War

Armies of Kurdish women are
taking on Syria's Islamists --

and winning.

BY HARALD DOORNBOS AND
JENAN MOUSSA

AS AL-AYN, Syria -- "Quick, run,
un," shouts Kurdish commander
Roshna Akeed, as she orders two young
female fighters to move toward a brick wall
that represents the front line between
Kurdish forces and al Qaeda-linked mili-
tants in this northern Syrian town.
Six male Kurdish fighters are already guar-
ding this part of the front. They have remo-
ved some of the bricks from the five foot-
high wall, and their guns peak through small
holes toward the enemy, which is positioned
in a hamlet roughly one-third of a mile away.

At the moment when the two female fighters
arrive, the shooting erupts. One girl sporting
a pony tail runs to the right, sticks her
Kalashnikov through a hole in the wall and
opens fire. Her male colleagues are also
firing now. One man shoots through a hole
in the wall while sitting on a white plastic
chair. On the back of the chair is written in
Arabic: "I love you until death."

As if Syria does not have enough war
already, fighting recently broke out in the
northeast of the country between Kurdish
forces and radical Islamists -- both of whom
are no friends of President Bashar al-Assad's
regime. In Ras al-Ayn, all the country's pro-
blems come together: The town not only sits
on the front lines of fighting between Kurds
and Arabs, it is also located right on the edge
of the Syrian-Turkish border. The Kurdish
fighters in Syria are separated from Turkey's
border troops -- traditionally the implacable
enemies of any form of Kurdish separatism -
- by only a 5-centimeter-thick iron gate.

The result is a civil war within a civil war. As
the United States prepares for a military
intervention in response to what it says was
an Aug. 21 chemical weapons attack by the
Assad regime on the eastern Damascus
suburbs, it is just these sort of divides that
could give American policymakers hea-
daches for months and years to come. While
U.S. President Barack Obama's administra-
tion has signaled that any strike will not aim
to topple Assad, deeper U.S. involvement in
the country's two-and-a-half-year civil war
will mean more than a few Tomahawk mis-
siles lobbed at military installations in

Damascus - it

will require grappling with the sectarian and
ethnic divides that promise to define Syria's
future.

For the Kurdish fighters in Ras al-Ayn, there
is no doubt which side the United States
should support.

"We are fighting America's war on terror
right here on the ground," says Kurdish figh-
ter Dijwar Osman. "Our enemies are those al
Qaeda fighters who want to destroy our
4,000-year-old Kurdish culture. These jiha-
dists come from Belgium, Holland, Morocco,
Libya, and other countries. Unfortunately,
the U.S. and Turkey are on the side of al
Qaeda, just like the U.S. was on al Qaeda's
side in Afghanistan during the '80's."

he fights erupted after Syria's 2 million

Kurds declared "self-governance" this
past June in a region the Kurds call
"Western Kurdistan" or "Rojava," which is
Kurdish for "where the sun sets."
Kurds account for 10 percent of Syria's
population, making them the country's lar-
gest ethnic minority. And they have turned
Rojava, which covers roughly 10 percent of
the country, into a de facto Kurdish mini-
state: They have their own army and police
here, names of towns have been changed
from Arabic to Kurdish, and the Kurdish
language is being taught in schools -- some-
thing that was forbidden under the Assad
regime.

While the Assad regime and the mainly
Islamist Syrian opposition are engaged in a
fight to the death elsewhere in the country,
they are both staunchly opposed to Kurdish
separatist ambitions. Both sides consider
the self-governance declaration a first step
toward Kurdish independence and a possi-
ble break-up of Syria. The move also alar-
med the authorities of neighboring country
Turkey, which is home to the world's largest
Kurdish population and has a long history of
violent Kurdish separatism.

The only way to enter Rojava is to sneak in
illegally from Turkey or Iraq. We waited in
the fields until soldiers weren't on the loo-
kout and then followed a local smuggler
across the no-man's land between the coun-
tries: We not only jumped a barbed wire
fence but also traversed a narrow sand path
through a minefield. As we crossed, the

smuggler pointed to the area outside the
path, saying "boom, boom" by way of war-
ning.

In the town of Rumeilan, about 12 miles
from the border with Iraq, you can hear the
sound of outgoing mortars. "These go to the
Islamists," says Aras Xani, a teacher at a
local school who carries a pistol for protec-
tion.

"We Kurds are neutral," Aras continues. "We
aren't with the regime, and we aren't with
the rebels. The regime and the opposition
are fighting a sectarian war, which can last
decades. We don't want to have anything to
do with it. We speak of the Kurdish Spring,
not the Arabic Spring."

Although there is not much destruction in
Rojava, the situation is far from normal
here. In Rumeilan, the main street is barri-
caded by metal garbage containers -- a pre-
caution against Islamist-made car bombs.

1 Qaeda-linked groups have started kid-
apping Kurds in the area. Two of Aras's
uncles have been taken after Jabhat al-
Nusra, the Syrian al Qaeda affiliate, attacked
their family home. During our visit, Aras's
mother sat expectantly on the floor in the
living room next to a green phone, waiting
for the latest information about them. Only
five miles down the road, heavy fighting
continues between Kurds and Islamists for
control over the Syria-Iraq border town of
Yarubiya.
Despite these problems, Aras is happy and
proud of this Kurdish enclave. "I am now a
Kurdish teacher in the same school where I
as a child was not allowed to speak Kurdish,"
he says. "Look, that is what I call victory."

Aras's brother, Sores, is head of Rumeilan's
police force. He meets us at his new office
inside the former Syrian state oil complex,
wearing a new police uniform. "Not Assad,
but the Islamists are now our biggest
enemy," he says. "The Assad regime only
oppressed us. The jihadists want to extermi-
nate us."

According to the police commander, the
Kurds did not have a choice when they opted
for self-governance. "The war created a
vacuum. There was no authority," he
explains, "What we have on the ground is
not separatism, but self-administrative »»
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» areas. We are just filling up this vacuum.
We don't want to separate. We want to get
our rights and stay within Syria."

And they have filled this vacuum with ala-
crity. On the roads through Kurdish territory
in Syria, heavily-armed Kurdish defense
units (YPG) stand guard over checkpoints
every six miles or so. The YPG is the unoffi-
cial army of Rojava; most members are local
Syrian Kurds, but they have also been joined
by Kurds from Iraq and Turkey.

ost of the YPG fighters wear buttons of

Abdullah Ocalan, the jailed leader of
Turkey's Kurdish Workers Party (PKK), a
staunchly secular Kurdish nationalist orga-
nization that has long waged a guerilla war
against the Turkish state. As a result, it has
been designated as a terrorist organization
by Turkey, the United States, and the
European Union.
"We are not a threat to Syria's unity," says
Sinam Muhammad, a pro-YPG politician
and a member of the Higher Kurdish
Council in the town of Qamishli, 30 miles
west of Rumeilan.

Nor does Muhammad, one of the top leaders
within Rojava, believe that the burgeoning
Kurdish movement in Syria is a threat to
Turkey. "It is in Turkey's interest to have
safe borders," she said. "But until now
Turkey is supporting radical fighters, not the
Kurds. This I find very strange, because
these extremists might turn against Turkey
any moment. These Islamists say they want
to topple the Assad regime -- but Assad is in
the heart of each of them."

At least 40 percent of the YPG fighters are

women, and they are organized in units cal-
led the YPJ. Kurdish men and women figh-
ters have separate barracks where they pre-
pare for war, but they fight in mixed-gender
units on the front lines. Women also com-
mand units comprised of men and women
throughout the Kurdish areas.

"These al Qaeda guys go crazy when they
hear that we are women fighters," says
Roshna Akeed, the YPG commander who
leads the Kurds on the frontlines of Ras al-
Ayn. She notes that the Islamists benefit
from thousands of volunteers from Europe
and the Middle East, but the imbalance in
numbers does not bother her. "Yes, they
have quantity," she says. "But they are lousy
fighters. They are unorganized. It is easy for
us to kill them."

he Kurds, however, have not been suc-

cessful in beating back the Islamists eve-
rywhere. In northern Syrian cities like
Aleppo and Raqqa, the Kurds have lost terri-
tory. In the countryside around Aleppo,
meanwhile, YPG officials say Kurdish towns
have been ethnically cleansed by Islamists.
Most Kurds in and around Aleppo have fled
to the town of Afrin -- which is itself partly
surrounded by Islamists and is not connec-
ted to the main parts of Kurdish territory.
But at least in Ras al-Ayn, the YPG is win-
ning. On July 17 it kicked al Qaeda-linked
groups out of the town. "Kurds and Islamists
first both controlled it," remembers YPG
spokesman Redur Xelil. "But the Islamists
became more and more aggressive. They
destroyed places where alcohol was for sale.
They started to forbid women to walk on the
street without a veil. What kind of revolution

is that?"

The Kurdish victory, however, came at a
high cost for the town. Most of the civilians
of Ras al-Ayn have escaped and now wander
the country as refugees. The Sunni Arab
population of the town generally went west,
to the areas under control of the Free Syrian
Army and Islamist groups. The Kurdish civi-
lians of Ras al-Ayn went east, deeper into
YPG territory and toward the border with
Iraq, where Kurds live in relative safety.

Ras al-Ayn is now a ghost town. Many walls
are still covered with Islamist slogans. YPG
fighters have erased some of them and
added their own: "Kurds and Christians will
always be friends" is scrawled next to one
church.

During the night, sounds of shooting and
shelling between the YPG forces and Jabhat
al-Nusra in the neighboring western villages
often fills the air. And if there isn't shooting,
Ras al-Ayn residents are often woken by the
rumble of Turkish tanks.

Everyone is worried about what will happen
in this slice of land. Syrian Islamists are
concerned that the Kurds will break up Syria
and start their own country. Turkey is wor-
ried that an independent Kurdistan in Syria
will give a new momentum to separatist
aspirations among Turkey's own 30 million
Kurds. And the Syrian Kurds themselves
fear that their tenuous new independence
will be obliterated by the powerful forces
that surround them. As the United States
expands its role in Syria, how it will deal
with this war's many complexities remains
to be seen. m

27 aoit 2013

Elaph | Bahia Mardini

e direction de la coalition de
l'opposition syrienne s'est réunie hier
26 aoftit, tard dans la nuit, pour décider de
signer un accord avec les Kurdes. Celui-ci
peut étre considéré comme un succes
pour les deux parties, malgré quelques
protestations dans le camp de la coalition.
Dans ce texte, la coalition s'engage a
reconnaitre constitutionnellement
l'identité nationale kurde et les droits
nationaux du peuple kurde dans le cadre
de I'unité du territoire et du peuple
syriens. Il prévoit également 1'abrogation
de toutes les mesures discriminatoires a
I'égard des Kurdes, prévoit de traiter les
conséquences ces mesures et de rétablir
les droits de ceux qui ont été 1ésés.
L'accord stipule également que la

SYRIE * Les Kurdes se rapprochent du reste
de l'opposition

Le site Elaph annonce en exclusivité I'imminence d'un accord entre la coalition de 1'opposition
syrienne et les Kurdes, apres des mois de dissensions. Le site panarabe en diffuse les détails.

Syrie nouvelle est un Etat démocratique,
pluraliste et civil, avec un régime républi-
cain, parlementaire, reposant sur le prin-
cipe de I'égalité citoyenne, de la sépara-
tion des pouvoirs, de 1'alternance poli-
tique, de la souveraineté de la loi, de la
décentralisation et du renforcement des
pouvoirs locaux.

Les Kurdes avaient émis des réserves
quant a ce paragraphe et auraient préféré
un Etat fédéral. La Syrie nouvelle garan-
tira a ses citoyens et a toutes les compo-
santes [de la société] les droits de
I'homme, les libertés et 1'égalité en droits
et en devoirs, sans discrimination eth-
nique, religieuse ou de sexe, selon les
législations et chartes internationales. De
méme, cet accord adopte la lutte contre la
pauvreté et stipule que les régions ayant
souffert des politiques de discrimination

bénéficieront de 1'attention nécessaire
pour leur croissance et de la juste distri-
bution de la richesse nationale.

De méme, les forces politiques, partis
et personnalités de la coalition s'engagent
a participer aux efforts destinés a faire
connafitre les souffrances que les Kurdes
ont subies pendant des décennies, afin de
promouvoir aupres des Syriens une cul-
ture de la tolérance. D'autre part, le
Conseil national kurde sera représenté au
sein de la coalition par un vice-président
et dix membres dans I'Assemblée géné-
rale, [...], les Kurdes devant étre repré-
sentés par au minimum 14 membres.
Finalement, l'accord insiste sur la néces-
sité de I'unité pour faire face au régime
sanguinaire et protéger le peuple contre
sa violence. &
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NYRblog : Roving thoughts and provocations from our writers

Syria: Which Way to Kurdistan?

HUGH EAKIN

n August 15, photographs began floo-

ding the Internet of what looked like an
endless column of people, many carrying
small children, some clutching dusty suit-
cases. As has now been widely reported, the
people in this startling scene were Syrian
Kurds, fleeing to Iraqi Kurdistan—one of
the single largest waves of refugees since
the Syrian conflict began three years ago.
And as it has received some 40,000 Syrians
in less than two weeks, Iraq’s Kurdistan
Regional Government (KRG), which rules
over this autonomous region, has been prai-
sed for taking a strong humanitarian stand at
a time when other countries are closing their
borders.

“Here, refugees are welcomed, even
encouraged,” proclaimed a report in The
New York Times on Saturday. Echoing a
frequent refrain of the KRG government—
which is striving to position itself as a lea-
ding force behind a new greater
Kurdistan—the report went on to describe
this as a moment of hope for “a better
future for the region’s Kurds.” Indeed,
Masoud Barzani, the powerful president of
the KRG, has suggested that Iraqi
Kurdistan can serve as a model for the
Syrian Kurds to follow. In September, he
will host a pan-Kurdish conference in Erbil,
the capital of Northern Iraq, that aims to
bring together for the first time the Kurds
of Iraq, Syria, Turkey, and Iran.

If only things were so simple.

While the dramatic images of refugees
pouring into Northern Iraq are new,
Northern Iraq’s troubled relations with
Syria—and Syria’s Kurds—are not. As I
discovered during a trip to Northern Iraq
earlier this month, the war in Syria has
lately been anything but a boon to the
region. The Barzani government has had to
deal with ten times as many Syrian refu-
gees as anticipated a year ago—numbers
which have quickly exhausted its political
will or administrative capacity to deal with
them. And now it faces growing agitation
among its own people to enter the war, des-
pite indications that sending in KRG-
backed fighters might be disastrous for
Kurdish unity in the region.

“It’s a mess,” a Kurdish NGO director,
who has had frequent contact with the
government, told me in Erbil. She observed
that, as a region of Iraq, the Kurdistan
Regional Goverment has no formal powers
to make foreign policy, and having gained
autonomy during the Iraq war only a few
years ago, it has few resources and little
experience to draw on to deal with an inter-

Syrian Kurds
crossing a
pontoon
bridge from
Syria to
Northern
Iraq, August
15, 2013. G.
Gubaeva/UN
HCR

national crisis. “They are too proud to ask
for help,” she said. “But they simply
haven’t developed a formal policy toward
Syria.”

The Iraqi Kurdish leadership has also
been locked in an intense political rivalry
with its counterpart in Syria, the
Democratic Union Party (PYD), which
dominates Syrian Kurdish politics. The
PYD has had de-facto control of much of
Syrian Kurdistan since July 2012 and has
stymied attempts by Northern Iraq to gain
influence there. In fact, before the mid-
August opening of one crossing, the politi-
cal standoff had led to the closure of the
entire border between Syria and Northern
Iraq for several months.

n early August, I met Aldar Khalil, a lea-

der of the Syrian PYD, who accused the
KRG of closing the border unilaterally to
gain leverage over the Syrian Kurdish lea-
dership. “Foreign aid isn’t getting in,” he
said. “We have shortages of milk and medi-
cine, we don’t have basic food items. How
can you talk of holding this big [pan-
Kurdish] conference and you cut off the
Syrian Kurds?”

For its part the Barzani government has
accused the PYD of obstructing the flow of
humanitarian aid into Syria and even of
attacking members of smaller Syrian
Kurdish parties that are allied to the KRG.
One Syrian Kurdish activist based in Iraq,
who works for a Scandinavian aid agency,
told me that there were Kurdish towns in
Syria in desperate need of help but that aid
deliveries had been held up at the Iraq-
Syria border by the PYD, which he said
wants to control all distribution itself.

Whatever the explanation, aid officials
agree that the border closure last spring
highlights Northern Iraq’s own difficulties
in dealing with Syrian refugees. Long
before the current wave of arrivals, some
200,000 Syrian Kurds had already entered
the region, where they have faced increa-
singly abject living conditions and have

received little support from the govern-
ment. During my trip, I visited Domiz refu-
gee camp, a barren slope of ground about
an hour from the Syrian border where more
than 70,000 Syrians are now housed in a
chokingly dense warren of canvas tents.
And although the camp is run by UNHCR,
the UN Refugee Agency, in conjunction
with the regional government, it has grown
so rapidly over the past year that some refu-
gees now live in unofficial “ad-hoc” areas
which are not part of the site plan, and
which have put a disastrous strain on water
and other basic resources.

To its credit, the KRG has finally ope-
ned an additional camp, which is near Erbil
and which has received some 15,000 of the
new arrivals; and UNHCR officials say
they are working to “decongest” the most
crowded areas of Domiz. But many people
I met at Domiz complained of health pro-
blems and lack of protection from the
intense heat. “I built this myself,” one
Syrian man told me, showing me a poorly
ventilated structure, like many others there,
that was not much bigger than a camping
tent and too low to stand up in. The camp
was so crowded when he arrived in April,
he said, that he had simply staked out the
first patch of high ground he could find that
was available. He told me he and his family
shared it with two other families, who each
had children.

aradoxically, it should be easier for

Syrians to get jobs in Northern Iraq than
in almost any other foreign country: Syrian
Kurds are automatically eligible for renewa-
ble six-month residency permits, which
include the right to work. “It’s a truly remar-
kable policy,” said William Tall, a UN refu-
gee official responsible for Iraqi Kurdistan.
On the road to Domiz, I saw some camp
residents who were commuting from their
tents to jobs at nearby construction sites. Yet
other NGO officials told me that since
March, many new arrivals have not been
getting residency cards, and changing =
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= government policies are making it far
more difficult for Syrians to register, while
jobs are increasingly scarce.

In Erbil, the region’s capital, I encounte-
red Syrians everywhere, some of them wor-
king in hotels and restaurants, but many,
including large numbers of people who are
highly skilled and have advanced qualifica-
tions, unable to find work and living in grin-
ding poverty. At a social center, a Syrian
architect invited me to have coffee with a
group of lawyers, doctors, and other profes-
sionals from Syrian Kurdistan—a virtual
cross section of Syria’s professional middle
class—all but one of them unemployed. The
exception, an electrical engineer who now
works as a driver for a Turkish company,
told me, “Even when you can find a job,
they pay you far less than they do locals.
There’s a lot of exploitation. But there’s
nothing you can do if you want to keep wor-
king.”

The pervasive presence of urban refu-
gees, meanwhile, has led to growing ambi-
valence among the native population toward
their Syrian counterparts. Many people |
met in Erbil told me they have a special
bond with their fellow Kurds, to the point of
seeing them almost as fellow nationals.
When I referred to the “Kurdish region of
Syria,” I was frequently told, “What region
of Syria? You mean, West Kurdistan.” In
Erbil, however, a prominent Iraqi Kurdish
journalist told me that many also believe
that the refugees are mostly economic
migrants rather than victims of war, and are

bringing social problems to Northern Iraq.
“It’s a big embarrassment for us. It’s terrible
to have Kurdish children begging in the
streets. But if they get good jobs, they will
never go back,” he said.

he larger question is why the KRG sud-

denly reopened the border on August 15.
Of course, under international humanitarian
law, the border should be open, and the gro-
wing violence in eastern Syria may have
made it increasingly awkward for Iraqi
Kurdish officials to deny entry to those
trying to escape. But the looming pan-
Kurdish conference likely played a part, and
there are indications that the Barzani govern-
ment is also concerned about being sidelined
from recent developments in Syria. In mid-
July, the Syrian PYD announced that it aims
to establish a formal autonomous region in
Syria. When I interviewed him in Erbil,
Aldar Khalil, the PYD leader, told me that
the announcement was simply formalizing
what had already been true on the ground
since 2012, when the PYD took control of
local government there. But the announce-
ment has been intensely criticized by the
Turkish government, which fears a Kurdish
regime coming to power in Syria that has
close ties to the Turkey’s own Kurdish mili-
tants, the PKK. (Despite a recent peace
agreement, Ankara’s relations with the PKK
remain on edge, in part because of violence
on the Turkish-Syrian border.)

In contrast, the Barzani government in
Erbil has strong relations with Turkey,
which is a major investor in Northern Iraq

and which sees Barzani’s party as a mode-
rate counterweight to the PKK. If Barzani
can build ties to Syria’s Kurds, it increases
the chance that Northern Iraq, and by exten-
sion its ally Turkey, will be able to help
shape the new Syrian region that emerges
from the war. A few days before the border
reopened, Barzani announced that Northern
Iraq was “prepared to defend” Syria’s Kurds
if attacks by Islamists escalated.

On the other hand, Turkey itself has
been backing some of those same Islamist
militias—including, at least until very
recently, Jabhat al-Nusra—which it may
view as a way to keep in check the Syrian
PYD, which has its own powerful militias
close to the Turkish border. As long as that
situation continues, some analysts say, it
will be difficult for the PYD and the KRG to
come to terms, whether or not the border
remains open. “There is a solution,” the
Kurdish NGO director told me in Erbil.
“Turkey has to stop its support for al-Nusra
and the PYD has to separate from the PKK.”

But regardless of which Kurdish party
gains control of Syrian Kurdistan, she
added, the collapse of the Assad regime may
only make things worse. While Damascus
has largely accommodated Kurdish auto-
nomy since the war began, an outright oppo-
sition victory would likely bring further vio-
lence and instability to the region—and
more columns of refugees to Iraq. “For the
Kurds,” she said, “the best situation is a
weak Assad, not no Assad.” O

Kurdish militants in war of words with Turkey
PKK rejects Turkey’s claim that only 20 per cent of fighters have left

Istanbul - August 19,2013 - Reuters

A KURDISH MILITANT group said on Monday it
was keeping its side of the bargain in a peace process
with Turkey to end a 29-year-old insurgency, rejec-
ting Prime Minister Tayyip Erdogan’s accusation it

had failed to withdraw most of its fighters.

In the latest salvo in a war of words highlighting dis-

In addition to more Kurdish-language education,

the Kurds, who dominate Turkey’s southeast and
account for about a fifth of the population, want
anti-terrorism laws softened, the electoral threshold
to enter parliament lowered from 10 percent, and
more powers for local governments.

“The Turkish state and the AKP government have

taken no step other than to halt annihilation opera-
tions and has not made any changes in practices

trust between the two sides, the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) said
Ankara had failed to take steps beyond halting military action to end
a conflict which has killed more than 40,000 people.

PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan, jailed on an island near Istanbul,
declared a ceasefire in March after months of talks with the Turkish
state and his militants began moving to Iraq in May under a deal
envisaging boosted Kurdish rights.

Erdogan was quoted as saying last week that the PKK had not kept
a promise to withdraw from Turkey, with only 20 percent of PKK
rebels leaving, mostly women and children.

“Our forces have followed the withdrawal decision to the letter and
the implementation process is continuing,” the PKK said in a state-
ment, without specifying how many fighters had left. It added it
would continue to do what was required.

The ceasefire has largely held but PKK commanders have warned of
new clashes if Turkey does not take concrete steps to advance the
process by September.

regarding the Leader Apo [Ocalan], who is the architect of this pro-
cess,” the PKK said.

To keep the process on track, the government is expected to begin
debating a package of reforms this week aimed at bolstering Kurdish
rights and boosting democracy.

A senior justice ministry official said last week the cabinet would dis-
cuss the “democratisation package” - ranging from wider Kurdish-
language education to changes to anti-terror laws - at its weekly
meeting on Monday.

Erdogan, under pressure from nationalists for offering concessions
to militants, said last week the measures would not “disturb the
Turkish public”. He ruled out any general amnesty for PKK fighters,
according to Turkish newspaper reports.

Turkey, the US and European Union all call the PKK a terrorist orga-
nisation. It took up arms to carve out an independent homeland in
the southeast but later scaled back its demands to greater cultural
rights and autonomy. @
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