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IRAQI KURDISTAN:

MASSUD BARZANI'S TERM OF OFFICE IS EXTENDED BY TWO YEARS

n 26 May last, Massud

Barzani, President of

Iraqi Kurdistan, made

a speech to commemo-

rate the 26 May 1976
uprising when he and his brother
Idris had taken up the torch of
resistance to Baathist Iraq follow-
ing the collapse of the insurrec-
tion lead by his father Mustafa
Barzani. In the course of his
speech, Massud Barzani replied
to his critics regarding the contro-
versial referendum for confirming
the Region’s Constitution. The
opposition accuses him of seeking
a third term of office or at least to
considerably extend his second
term.

Massud Barzani recalled that the
draft Constitution had been
approved in 2009 by the
Region’s 36 political parties and
by 96 members of Parliament,
with only one vote against.

“Recently we have expressed our
views on this subject in a very flexi-
ble way. We asked all the parties to
give us their views and comments
on the Constitution but we did not
have any positive response. It seems
that some parties that say they
reject the change from a parliamen-
tary regime to a presidential one
have not studied the written draft
carefully. Thus the first Article
states that the Kurdistan Region’s
government is a parliamentary one.
I think that their opposition is based
on political motives”.

Returning t the reasons for this
late referendum, Massud
Barzani explained that his gov-
ernment had “tried” to organise
it in parallel with the July 2009
elections but that the Iraqi
Electoral Commission had ruled
against it. Since then, the various
crises between Kurdistan and
Iraq had complicated holding it.

“We have insisted on holding a ref-
erendum because we think that it’s
the people’s right to decide. Indeed,
the President of the Kurdistan
Region does not have the authority
to approve or endorse the
Constitution — it is for the people
to decide”.

Massud Barzani then called on
all the region’s parties not to
oppose the right of the citizens
to “choose their constitution”.

However, the opposition has
continued to rage and demand
that the constitution should be
amended instead of being put to
the vote as it stands, arguing
that the decision to hold a refer-
endum to endorse the existing
texts is a prerogative of
Parliament and not just of the
President in agreement with his
government ant the Electoral
Commission.
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The PUK has kept quiet
throughout the crisis, which has
not prevented the KDP’s
spokesman to state, in its place,
that Jalal Talabani’s party “sup-
ported” Massud Barzani’s presi-
dency. He also pointed out that
his own party was “ready” to
sign a “strategic” agreement
with Gorran, the principal oppo-
sition party.

On 1% June, Massud Barzani put
the issue to Parliament, first ask-
ing all the political parties to sub-
mit a draft constitution, with their
observations and suggestions.
They would then be placed before
Parliament, which would have to
decide whether or not to endorse
them for inclusion in the final ver-
sion of the Constitution.

This time the parties did not
make any fuss, but all sent in their
proposals. However, immediately
after this, the two main parties,
the PUK and the KDP announced
that they had agreed to ask that
the presidential election (planned
for 21 September, at the same
time as the Parliamentary elec-
tions) be postponed to give time
for a new electoral law regarding
Presidential elections as well as
for any amendment decided to
the Constitution.

On 30 June the Kurdish
Members of Parliament began to
discuss the 2-year postponement
of the Presidential elections. This
issue aroused the assembly to an
unusually degree of violence as

n°339 e June 2013

between the opposition and gov-
ernment parties and a brawl
took place between Gorran
members and those of the KDP
and PUK. The Gorran MPs
shouted fraud illegality when
the Speaker of the house read
the text of the resolution extend-
ing Massud Barzani’s and his
own terms of office. A fight then
broke out, that was soon inter-
rupted by the arrival of the
police. A Gorran MP, Abdullah
Mullah Nuri, who seemed to be
the cause of the clash, was then
arrested, the other Gorran MPs
accusing the police of bias in
their action.

This did not prevent the exten-
sion of being approved by
Parliament on 2 July.

TURKEY:

THE PEACE PROCESS IS NOT MAKING ANY PROGRESS

hroughout the period

of the demonstrations

in Istanbul, the press

and the Kurdish politi-

cal leaders was debat-
ing the extent of their impact on
the peace process, initiated by
the imprisoned head of the PKK,
Abdullah Ocalan and the
Turkish Prime Minister Recep
Tayyip Erdogan. However, as
might have been expected, the
Kurdish provinces were not
affected, even though some
Istanbul BDP local officials did
take part in the Gezi Park events
and that the PKK stated several
times that the police violence
there were contrary to “the demo-
cratic process taking place”.

However, the statements of sup-
port for the Gezi Park movement
had no effect on the withdrawal
of the PKK groups from Turkey.
On 13 June, after a meeting with
Abdullah Ocalan on the 7t and
a visit to the officials in Qandil,
Selahattin Demirtas, the co-pres-
ident of the BDP, announced
that the first phase of the process

had been completed and that the
second phase, that of
democratising Turkey, should
begin.

“There have been no problems over
the withdrawal, no interruptions,
no tension or conflict. The first
phase that Ocalan called for in his
speech has been completed. Now is
the time to talk of the second phase
— it is time to put it into practice”.

Detailing he Constitutional and
legal reforms needed, Demirtas
suggested a “mixed democratic
package” that would put an end
to the laws that ran counter to
Human Rights, the penalties dis-
proportionate to the offenses
committed, the arbitrary and
long periods of detention, con-
cluding that he did not know
what the governments intentions
were that “at least 200 articles”
had to be “amended”.

However, the BDP’s optimism
about the peace process is not
shared by the guerrillas. This on
20 June one of its leaders, Murat

Karayilan, attacked the lack of
any concrete steps by the
Turkish government and the
increased military operations in
the Kurdish regions as well as
the building of fresh army posts.

“The State is doing as much as it
can to sabotage the process. It is
preparing for war. This is a seri-
ous problem for us”.

Murat Karayilan stressed that
the PKK had fulfilled all its com-
mitments for the peace process
but that the State, for its part,
had done nothing in three
months and that a considerable
number of Kurdish political
leaders were still locked up.

Thus the BDP, this time has been
hard on Qandil’s heals in press-
ing Ankara to start the other
phases of the peace process. This
on 22 June another BDP leader
expressed his party/s dissatis-
faction following a meeting with
Deputy Prime Minister Besir
Atalay and Minister of Justice
Sadullah Ergin.
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“WE have said that it was
important to take concrete mea-
sures to ease anxieties or at least
to make a statement of intent
before Parliament closes for the
summer.

However, Prime Minister Recep
Tayyip Erdogan’s main advisor,
far from wanting “to appease”
anyone retorted to the BDP’s
criticisms by accusing it of
exploiting the Gezi Park demon-
strations.

“The BDP and the PKK are try-
ing to take advantage of this
occasion. They are exerting pres-
sure on the government via the
Gezi incidents”.

The advisor, Mr Akdogan, also
rejected in most undiplomatic
terms the accusations of
increased military activity in
Turkish Kurdistan: “They have
exaggerated so much that they will
end up believing their own lies”.

On 23 June Abdullah Ocalan
himself emerged from his silence
by announcing that the peace
process had entered its second
phase while he was meeting a
BDP delegation that included
Selahattin Demirtas and Pervin
Buldan. The PKK chief said he
hoped that “the State would cor-
rectly evaluate its proposals regard-
ing the second stage and would
draw the right conclusions”.

Nevertheless, Turkey’s actions
are still in suspense and the

Information and liaison bulletin * 3 ¢

month of June has been a bad
one for the Kurds.

This on 27 June Diyarbakir’s 6
High Criminal Court sentenced
nine members of the Union Of
Kurdish Communities (KCK) to
a total of 108 years and 8 months
imprisonment and a fine of
74,880 Turkish lire.

Each of the accused was sen-
tenced to 6 years and 3 months
jail for “a crime committed in the
name of an illegal organisation of
which they are members”, 3 years
for “being in possession of danger-
ous substances”, 2 years and 6
months for “damaging public prop-
erty” and a fine of 8,320 lire each.

On the other hand, 23 members
of the KCK were released by
decision of Diyarbakir’s 8" High
Criminal Court.

Earlier, on 11 June a Diyarbekir
Court charged with investigating
the massacre of Uludere
(Roboski), in which 34 young
smugglers were killed by air raids
in December 2011, declared that it
did not have jurisdiction and
transferred the data to a military
court which is this given the task
of trying an army blunder, the
deliberate intention of killing
civilians having been set aside in
the course of the enquiry on the
basis of a secret report.

On the other hand, five cousins
of the young victims have been

charged with attempted murder
for having in anger, thrown
stones at the Assistant Prefect
when came to present his condo-
lences to the village.

To top it all, the families of the
victims were sentenced, by
another Diyarbekir Court, to pay
a fine equivalent to 1300 euros,
for having later gone to the site
of the massacre, located in Iraqi
territory, thus having illegally
crossed the border for a few kilo-
metres, instead of having gone
through the border checkpoint,
five hours walk away.

However, the most tragic inci-
dent occurred on 28 June when
Turkish security forces opened
fire on a demonstration organ-
ised in the village of Kayacik
(Lice) to protest against the
building of an army checkpoint.
A young man, Medeni Yildirim,
was killed and six people were
wounded including a young girl
of 16.

The Governor of Diyrbekir,
Cahit Kirac, reported the Army
version, namely that 200 demon-
strators had marched towards
the building site to set fire to the
workers’ tents, that the soldiers
fired a warning shot and that a
“riot” was taking place.

Two days later, the BDP organ-
ised demonstrations in several
towns to urge the government to
“do its part” in the peace process.

SYRIA:

SERIOUS INCIDENTS AT AMUDE BETWEEN THE PYD

he PYD’s Kurdish
forces are increasingly
engaged in an external
battle against the Free
Syrian Army (FSA), but
are also trying to repress an
internal revolt by Syrian Kurds
that support the Kurdish
National Council and that are

AND DEMONSTRATORS

fighting against the political and
military stranglehold of its
Asayish and YPG units.

On the FSA front, following the
refusal by the Kurdish forces to
allow Arab militia (and the
Kurdish Salahaddin Battalion) to
pass through Afrin Mountain to

attack Alawiite villages, Afrin
was besieged and placed under
an embargo by the FSA. It's
humanitarian situation became
very worrying, aggravated by
the great number of refugees
camping in the town, making do
as best they can, using public
building where possible. The
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number has increased following
the attacks by government forces
on the Kurdish quarter of Sheikh
Magsud, in Aleppo and food is
particularly short.

As is nearly always the case,
some Kurdish political parties
that rival the PYD have even
condemned the clash with the
FSA. However, their criticisms
of the Syrian branch of the PKK
does not does not make them
any more inclined to allow the
Kurdish areas to be occupied
militarily by the Syrian Arabs
who they fear — especially the
Islamist groups — would plun-
der and attack the civilians, as
well as laying them open to
reprisals by the government
forces.

As against this, the FSA battal-
ions accuse the YPG of “breaking
the treaties and agreements” that
have been continually made and
broken since the beginning of
the year but also of secretly sup-
plying the Alawiite villages (that
adjoin the Afrin Mountain) with
arms and supplies.

The most serious incidents, how-
ever, concern the attacks and
acts of violence against members
of parties the rival the PYD. The
latter have regularly reported
such acts for the last two years
and complained of kidnappings,
intimidation and even murders.

Thus on 10 June d’Abdulhakim
Bashar’s Kurdistan Democratic
Party accused the PYD of having
kidnapped 6 of its members as
they were going to Afrin.

Between 14 and 17 June, the
same party celebrated, in several
Kurdish villages, the anniver-
sary of the foundation of the
Syrian Kurdistan Democratic
Party (SKDP) by Osman Sabri
and Daham Miro. This party had
split in 1965 into the Kurdistan
Democratic Party and the

Kurdish Progressive Democratic
Party, said to be close to the
PUK, though both consider
themselves the heirs of the
SKDP. On this occasion,
d’Abdulhakim Bashar’s party,
that is seen as close to Barzani’s
KDP, was attacked during its
celebrations at Afrin by several
dozens of sympathisers or mem-
bers of the PYD, who attacked
them with knives and clubs,
smashed the stage and broke up
the event.

On 17 June other kidnappings
carried out by the YPG were
reported on the KurdWatch site,
notably that of Walat Isma’il al
Umari (an activist of the Kurdish
National Council) and of Serbest
Najjari (a member of the Amude
co-ordination Committee) and of
Dersim Adham ‘Umar (a mem-
ber of the Tahsin Mamo battal-
ion, a militia attached to the
Yekiti Party).

The three men were arrested by
the YPG during a large scale raid
on Amude: check points had
been set up round the town,
houses and shops were
searched. The PYD media
described these arrests and
searches as anti-drug operations
— at a time when several youth
movements were calling for
protest demonstrations from 17
to 20 June.

Nevertheless, the PYD did not
end this series of actions and on
23 June it erected checkpoints
round the village of Tall-Ghazal.
Here a villager and his son,
Haywai et Mustafa Abdhu
Hammu, who had not stopped
at the check point were killed by
the YPG, that open fire on them
and then on other people who
were going to help the two vic-
tims, wounding some of them.
One anti-PYD activist told
KurdWatch that the village
where the execution occurred
had long been “a thorn in the
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side of the PYD as it was one of
those places not controlled by
the PYD as most were sympa-
thisers of members of Abdul
Hakim Bashar’s Democratic
Party or of the Azadi party or
the Movement for the Future —
all political organisations hostile
to the PYD. The same source
also stated that the PYD was
actively looking for 4 villagers
who were members of these par-
ties.

Three days later, the young man
Dersim Adham, arrested at
Amunde and kept in detention
by the PYD’s Asayish unit, was
released while two other
activists arrested at the same
time were kept in detention.
Since these YPG raids, demon-
strations against the PYD have
been regularly organised in the
town by the Kurdish youth
movements that support the
Kurdish National Council. All
these demonstrations demand
the freeing of their comrades
held by the PYD’s Asayish. On
20 June there was even a kind of
Occupy Gezi that took place in
Amunde, since these young men
set up tents in the town centre
and started a hunger strike. In
retaliation, the PYD organised a
counter-demonstration and,
inevitably, since the rival march-
es crossed one another, the PYD
supporters wanted to attack the
other procession but were kept
under control by the Asayish
who, on this occasion, were able
to prevent things getting out of
hand. On the same day, a
demonstration at Kobani
demanded that the PYD put an
end to its attacks on the other
Kurdish parties.

Since the pro-KNC demonstra-
tions and the PYD raids were
continuing it was inevitable that
things would lead to more seri-
ous trouble. Thus 28 June was a
black day: from early in the
morning the premises of an
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independent youth movement,
Zelal, was burnt down and a
witness accused sympathisers of
the PYD of carrying this out and
of a YPG vehicle of preventing
people from putting out the fire.
Rodi Ibrahim, the manager of
the premises, was the subject of
a death threat pained on an adja-
cent wall. At the same time, the
premises of women’s centre at
Qamishlo, Roni, was burnt
down — a centre in which Rodi
Ibrahim’s wife is active.

However, the most violent clash-
es took place later in the evening
at Amude and ended with the
PYD imposing a curfew on the
town after forces had opened
fire on the demonstrations that
had taken place, causing three
deaths and dozens of injured,
according to KNC activists while
the PYD stated that their fighters
had been ambushed by an
armed group and that one of
them was killed. This was
denied by those sympathising
with the demonstration, includ-
ing a journalist, Massoud Akko,
who told AFP that he did not
think the demonstrators were
armed.

According to the account by
another journalist, at about 7 pm
hundreds of the inhabitants had
gathered in the streets to
demand the freeing of those
being detained by the PYD. The
Asayish then opened fire, caus-
ing six deaths about thirty
injured. An amateur video that
was broadcast shows armed
men on a white pickup firing at
the crowd, whose shouts can be
heard. The shots can be heard as
well as the crowd chanting
“shabiha” (pro-Baath militia) to
the YPG.

In any case, the curfew that fol-
lowed was indeed imposed by
the PYD’s Asayish. Nishan
Malle, another activist, and an
Internet informant of AFP said
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that no one was allowed to go
out of doors and that there were
snipers everywhere. The curfew
and the lack of medical supplies
made it very difficult to provide
care for the wounded.

The Kurdish National Council
immediately condemned this
incident as “shameful” and
“resulting from the division
amongst the Kurds” and appeal-
ing for every possible effort to be
made to avoid any escalation,
and the Syrian National Council
made the same appeal.

In Erbil, the President, Massud
Barzani, held a meeting on the
next day, with representatives of
the Syrian Kurdish parties, to try
and end the tension.

Mustafa Guma, the leader of the
Azadi Party, stated to the
Kurdish daily Rudaw, that so
long as the PYD did not put an
end to its policy of coercion in
the Kurdish regions, the situa-
tion of the Kurds in Syria could
only get worse.

“The YPG already considers itself a
government. However, our people
cannot accept this. It considers the
YPG is just a political group and
nothing more”. Dealing with the
innumerable accusations of
intolerance and attacks on free-
dom of opinion made by all the
parties of the KNC about the
PYD, Guma repeated that the
PYD wanted to be the only force
to control Syrian Kurdistan,
despite the Erbil agreements
that, according to Guma, are just
used by the PYD to “promote its
own road map and to set aside all
the other Kurdish groups”.

The PYD President, Salih
Muslim, continued to maintain
the version of an “ambush” by
armed groups and blame the
attacks on the Islamic militia
Jabhat al Nusra with which the
PYG has frequently clashed for
the control of Kurdish and

mixed towns. The PYD also
accuses the other Kurdish
groups of supporting the FSA or
of fighting along side them in
the case of some battalions.

More surprisingly, the US State
Department published a com-
muniqué condemning the
Asayish’s actions thus endorsing
the version of the Amude
demonstrators, described as
“peaceful”. The communiqué
mentions 6 deaths, dozens of
wounded and 90 activists
detained.

“There is no justification for these
attacks or of the attempts of the
PYD to repress the freedom of
expression and demonstration by
silencing those who peacefully
defend the cause of human rights.
We are concerned at the reports of
acts of torture practiced on those
detained by the PYD and we
demand the immediate and uncon-
ditional liberation of the imprisoned
activists”.

Since Syria has been racked with
war for over two years and that
accusations of very serious acts
of violence and even of crimes
against humanity have been
abounded against both the
Syrian government and some of
the FSA militia, it could seem
surprising that the US bother
about some events in Amude, a
little Kurdish town hitherto
spared the fighting.
Nevertheless, Washington evi-
dently couldn’t resist the oppor-
tunity of taking a swipe at the
PYD, whose stand on Syria is
closer to Russia’s than its own.
On 25 June the former US
Ambassador to Syria, Robert
Ford, even presented Abdul
Basit Sayda, (a Kurd but mem-
ber of the Syrian National
Council) as the sole legitimate
representative of the Syrian
Kurds at the Geneva Conference,
while Moscow supported the
Kurdish Supreme Council, an
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offshoot of the PYD but also con-
sidered a front for the Kurds that
collaborate with the Baath.

Countering this condemnation,
the PYD repeated its version of
an attack by Jabhat al Nusra,
speaking about a “conspiracy”
while its forces were on their
way to Qamishlo and that dur-
ing this attack, fighters and civil-
ians on both sides had lost their
lives.

Regarding the arrests, the PYD
spoke of “suspects” who had
subsequently been released,
except for the guilty ones: “These
precautions were taken by the
Kurdish security forces so as to stop
the chaos and restore security and
stability in the town”. It also
rejected the charges of torture,
affirming that the Asayish
respected human rights during

their interrogations. As proof of
this it showed a video showing
the interrogations, in Kurdish, of
Dersim Adham, Walat Isma’il al-
"Umari and of Serbest Najjari,
arrested on 17 June and broad-
cast on the PKK and PYD sites,
in which the detainees can be
seen being interrogated regard-
ing their identities and their
political activities.

However, after his release and
during the demonstrations
Dersim Adham publically
accused the Asayish of torture,
ill treatment and even spoke of
Baathist “Arab” auxiliaries.

For the moment, despite the
optimism displayed during the
meeting of the Syrian Kurdish
parties with Massud Barzani, no
agreement has yet been found

between the Kurdish National
Council and the Western
Kurdistan People’s Council (that
runs Syrian Kurdistan in the
name of the PYD). The PYD
raids continue and the KNC still
demands the release of its still
imprisoned members (about
fifty of them). The PYD contin-
ues to say that all these incidents
are a plot stirred up by Turkey
to prevent the Kurdish Supreme
Commission from taking part in
the Geneva Conference, while
the KNC tries to reach an under-
standing with the Syrian
National Council.

Indeed, Abdul Basset Sayda, for-
mer president of the SNC, had a
3-days meeting with the Kurdish
parties of the KNC at Erbil on 19
June in the hope of securing
Massud Barzani’s support for
the Syrian Arab opposition.

IRAN:

SELF-IMMOLATION AND PROTESTS BY THE YARSANS OF SAHNEH

n 4 June, a Kurd of the

Yarsan faith, Hassan

Razavi, set himself

alight in the town of

Sahneh (Kermanshah
Province) before a government
building. He did this to protest
against the ill treatment of one of
a co-religionist, Keyumars
Tamnak, detained in the
Hamadan Prison, who had been
forced to shave off his moustache
— which is specifically forbidden
by his religion.

Hassan Rezavi, who is 60% burnt,
was transported to hospital,
where he is kept under police
surveillance. No member of his

family has been allowed to visit
him.

The next day, on 5 June, another
Yarsan committed self-immolation
in front of the same building. He
was also taken to hospital but did
not survive his injuries. He was
buried the day after his death in
his hometown of Sahneh, under
the supervision of security forces.
Despite this, a sit-in was organised
in front of the same official build-
ing, which has been the scene of
these self-immolations. It lasted
two hours until the police forcibly
dispersed them.

On 17 June, two other Yarsans
immolated themselves in the town

of Sahneh and the leaders of the
Yarsan community were subjected
to pressure and threats by the
Intelligence Service.

The member of Parliament for the
Province of Kermanshah (where
the largest number of Yarsans live)
sent an official protest to the
Minister of Justice and apologised
to the population of Sahneh.

The Yarsans, also known as the
Ahl Haq (People of Justice) are a
religious minority, most of whom
are Kurds, though some are Azeri.
They are regularly persecuted by
the Iranian authorities that tend to
regard them as “apostates” as well
as being Kurds.
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CULTURE:

THE DOCUMENTARY “ROBOSKI, MY LOVE” IS RELEASED

documentary film on

the events at Roboski

(Uludere) was released

in June, Biilent Giinduz

presented his film to the
public in these terms:

“On 28 December 2011, the
Turkish Air force bombed the
village of Roboski, in Uludere
Province, in South East Turkey
near the Iraqi border, killing 34
Kurds, 19 of them children.
According to the Turkish
authorities they mistook them
for a group of PKK guerrillas. As
far as the Turkish government is
concerned, it was just a blunder,
an excuse that has never con-
vinced public opinion, especially
as no one responsible, civil or
military, has yet been asked to
account for this fatal bombing”.

Very moved by this massacre,
the film director went to Roboski
some weeks later to express his
condolences and share the sor-
rows of the families. A year

later, he returned to the village
with the actress Handan
Yildirim to attend a commemo-
ration being held under the
watchword “May our hearts
turn to stone if we forget”.
Arrested by the police, they had
great difficulty in reaching the
village, but nevertheless arrived
in time for the event.

On this occasion, they filmed
their meetings with the villagers,
who were in mourning but also
very angry. The film is both a
duty of memory but also
because of also and above all to
break the deafening silence that
has surrounded this crime,
which is unpunished to this day.

Biilent Giindiiz was born in
Karayazi (Turkish Kurdistan) in
1976. After gradating from
Kahramanmaras University as a
civil engineer he quickly became
interested in the media and the
work of journalist in particular.
After becoming a reporter for a

local radio at Bursa, he became
permanently addicted. He stud-
ied filmmaking and journalism
in Istanbul then for two years
became a journalist on the
National TV Channel 6.

In 2001, he settled in Paris and in
2007 published a book on the
Turkish media (Microphone-
bearing soldiers, generals and
Kurds) and became a journalist
for a Turkish news site "aktuel-
bakis.com" and for the Turkish
weekly Yeni Ozgiir Politika with
which he still works.

In 2010 his first film EVDALE
ZEYNIKE was released, for
which he both wrote the script
as well as directing it. This is a
documentary on the life of a
“dengbég”, a 19" century poet-
singer won several international
prizes, and particularly the prise
of “Best first film” at the 2010
New  York Festival of
Independent Films.
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3 juin 2013

par Isabel Coles / (Reuters)

RBIL, Irak - Le Kurdistan irakien

sera contraint de trouver "un nouveau
cadre de relations" avec le gouvernement
central a Bagdad en cas d'échec des négo-
ciations en cours sur les différends territo-
riaux et pétroliers, a souligné lundi
Massoud Barzani.
Le président de la région autonome, inter-
rogé a Erbil, capitale du Kurdistan irakien,
a longtemps défendu l'idée d'un Etat kurde
indépendant, qui reste pour lui un objectif
a terme, mais il s'est rallié par pragmatisme
a la solution fédérale, de plus en plus mise
a mal par les désaccords persistants avec le
gouvernement de Nouri al Maliki.

Les discussions actuelles, ouvertes le mois
dernier, "sont celles de la derniére chance",
a-t-il dit dans une interview a Reuters.

Pour les Kurdes, négociations de
la derniere chance avec Bagdad

Massoud Barzani, président du
Kurdistan irakien

leur frontiére, dans un climat de vives ten-
sions.

Méme si un compromis est trouvé avec
Bagdad, la création d'un Etat kurde indé-
pendant reste le grand objectif de Massoud
Barzani, qui a mené pendant des années la
guérilla contre les forces de Saddam
Hussein.

Les Kurdes, qu'on trouve en Iran, en Syrie,
en Turquie et en Irak, sont plus de 25 mil-
lions.

"C'est le but de tous les Kurdes d'avoir un
jour un Etat, et c'est 1égitime. Je pense que
ce sera en définitive la solution", a souligné
Barzani.

Pour réaliser leurs ambitions, les Kurdes
irakiens ont I'arme du pétrole. Ces der-
niéres années, ils ont signé des contrats
avec Exxon Mobil, Total et Chevron, provo-

L'issue de ces négociations aura des consé-
quences majeures pour des sociétés pétro-
lieres comme Exxon Mobil et pour la
Turquie voisine, qui a renforcé récemment

ses relations énergétiques avec le
Kurdistan, suscitant l'inquiétude de
Bagdad et de Washington.

"On a constaté un assouplissement de la
position de Bagdad mais, concretement, on
n'a pas progressé", a déploré Massoud
Barzani. "Soit nous sommes capables de
parvenir a un accord, soit il faudra réfléchir
a un nouveau cadre de relations entre la
région et Bagdad", a-t-il ajouté sans autre
précision.

Dix ans aprés l'intervention militaire
conduite par les Américains pour chasser
Saddam Hussein, les accords politiques de

partage du pouvoir entre les communautés
chiite, sunnite et kurde ont du mal a
s'imposer dans les faits et une récente
flambée de violence fait craindre un retour
a une situation de quasi-guerre civile entre
sunnites, minoritaires, et chiites, majori-
taires.

TOUJOURS LE REVE D'UN ETAT
KURDE

Dans le nord du pays, le Kurdistan a en
partie réussi a se préserver et jouit d'une
prospérité économique inconnue jusqu'ici.

La région, avec ses plus de quatre millions
et demi d'habitants, s'est pratiquement
émancipée au point de vue énergétique et
diplomatique, ce qui a exaspéré le gouver-
nement de Bagdad, a tel point que les deux
camps ont envoyé cet hiver des renforts a

quant la colere du gouvernement de
Bagdad qui s'estime floué.

Si elle a suscité les protestations de
Bagdad, 1'arrivée dans la région de combat-
tants du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan
(PKK), qui ont quitté la Turquie aprés un
accord avec le gouvernement d'Ankara,
n'inquiéte pas Massoud Barzani.

"Quand le probléme sera réglé, ils retour-
neront chez eux", dit-il, confiant.

Face a la guerre civile en Syrie, le gouverne-
ment d'Erbil a envoyé de 'aide aux Kurdes
syriens et a accueilli des milliers de réfu-
giés. Il incite les partis politiques kurdes de
Syrie a surmonter leurs divisions "afin de
saisir toutes les occasions pour avancer
vers leurs objectifs".

Kurdistan : Bagdad
demande aux Kurdes de
quitter des régions disputées

BAGDAD, 05 juin 2013 (AFP)

LE MINISTERE IRAKIEN de I'lntérieur a exhorté les forces loyales au
Kurdistan irakien a se retirer de plusieurs territoires disputés, menagant
une paix déja fragile aprés un mois d'avril meurtrier.

"Le ministere de I'lntérieur appelle les freres chargés de la sécurité au Kurdistan
de retirer les Peshmerga des régions de Souleiman Bek, de Touz Khourmatou
et de la province de Kirkouk, puisque cette région est sous l'autorité du gouver-
nement fédéral", c'est-a-dire de Bagdad, dans un communiqué posté sur le site
du ministére de I'Intérieur.

Apres plusieurs jours d'affrontements entre les forces gouvernementales et des

manifestants, I'armée irakienne a été obligée de se retirer de plusieurs villes-clés
du Kurdistan. Un vide sécuritaire aussitdt investi en avril par les Peshmerga,
combattants autonomistes kurdes en Irak, et que l'armée accuse de vouloir
prendre le contrdle d'importants champs de pétrole.

Trés riche en pétrole, la région de Kirkouk et sa capitale éponyme, ainsi que les
régions aux alentours de Souleiman Bek et Touz Khourmatou, se trouvent sur
une large bande de territoire du nord de I'lrak, que revendiquent tant la région
autonome du Kurdistan irakien que le gouvernement fédéral. Pour les diplo-
mates et les politiques, ces tensions comptent parmi des plus graves menaces
a la stabilité du pays.

L'lrak, dont le gouvernement chiite est déja aux prises avec des manifestations
de la minorité sunnite, voit les tensions avec le Kurdistan raviver celles suscitées
en avril, mois le plus meurtrier depuis 2008, avec plus de 215 morts en cinq
jours de violence continue.

Bien que le mois de juin s'annongait aussi agité dans le reste du pays, une fréle
tréve semblait observée entre les forces gouvernementales et les Peshmerga
dans les territoires disputés du Kurdistan.
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The Kurdish political
movement and
the Constitution

By SEDAT ERGIN

he month of May has ended. Thirty days

are left for the works of the Constitution
Conciliation Commission. It must be deter-
mined what will be done at the end of this
period. Will a new Constitution be formed?
What are the other alternatives?

Yesterday, as a group of journalists, we
had a chance to listen to the reviews of the
Peace and Democracy Party (BDP) commis-
sion representatives Altan Tan, Meral Danig
Bektag and Sirr1 Siireyya Onder regarding
these questions.

BDP representatives think that it is not
very likely that a full consensus will be rea-
ched in the commission. “Even if we nego-
tiate for 10 years, we won't have a consen-
sus, still,” Altan Tan said.

Over the 1.5 years that have passed
since the commission started working, only
43 of 174 negotiated articles were agreed on
by the four parties. While one or more par-
ties put annotations on the remaining 131
articles... For instance, only two articles
were agreed in the “Preamble” section of
the Constitution, while there are annota-
tions on 11 articles in this section. In the
“judicial” section, only one article was
agreed upon, while the remaining 22 arti-
cles were passed over. Also the number of
articles agreed on under the category of the
executive, which is closely related to the
discussions of the new presidential system,
is zero.

While the Justice and Development
Party (AKP) and the BDP displayed similar
attitudes in some articles, some titles were
supported by the BDP-CHP or the CHP-

MHP.

Another example illustrating the diver-
sity is the article defining citizenship. While
the BDP proposes “citizenship of Turkey,”
the AKP uses the phrase “citizenship of the
Republic of Turkey;” the CHP and MHP,
however, insist on “Turkish citizenship.”

It is clear that it was not possible to
form a new Constitution. When it comes to
the question “So what will happen next?”
we have three options ahead. A) A transi-
tory and temporary Constitution; B) A limi-
ted constitutional reform package; C)
Delaying the new Constitution until after
the 2014 presidential elections...

In all these scenarios, we come to a
point where Prime Minister Recep Tayyip
Erdogan’s plans for the new presidential
system coincide with the expectations of
Kurds on the peace process. If Erdogan
does not agree with the CHP and MHP on
the first and second options, he will espe-
cially have to take the support of the BDP.
To achieve this, the Kurdish political move-
ment needs to meet the expectations of the
new Constitution, such as on identity and
decentralization.

This is where the BDP representatives
of the Kurds” democratic demands say the
AKP has begun showing a decided lack of
desire. This attitude has particularly come
to the fore since the MHP’s rally in Bursa at
the end of March.

The BDP believes that the AKP would
risk losing votes in its base were it to enter
any sort of bilateral collaboration with the
BDP.

Meanwhile, there is no question of the
BDP giving a blank check on the

Constitution, or supporting a document
that does not meet their minimum desires.
“It would be stupid to think that we would
say ‘yes’ to an empty packet,” said Altan
Tan.

As such, BDP representatives believe
that the AKP has abandoned their push for
a presidential or semi-presidential system.
Sirr1 Siireyya Onder reminded people of
Abdullah Ocalan’s words on the issue,
namely, that “we can discuss the presiden-
tial system, but only if it isn’t transformed
into a hegemonic structure but results in
complete democratization. When we’ve
had the weight of the Kemalist CHP, we do
not want to add a new hump.” These words
suggest that Ocalan will not give the green
light to Erdogan on broad presidential
powers.

At this point Erdogan might want to at
least try to effect a constitutional amend-
ment to bring in a “party president” model.

Altan Tan has said Erdogan could try
and combine the 2014 presidential election
and the 2015 general election so that it
would seem that he has the chance of deter-
mining his own MP list. But for that, he
would need to convince the party’s parlia-
mentary group for early elections.
“Whatever way you pull the blanket, some-
thing remains out in the open,” Tan said.

Meanwhile, some interesting details
emerged from yesterday’s talks. The BDP
said AKP representatives have recently
been making noises that the commission’s
end might be extended until fall instead of
the end of June. If this suggestion is serious,
it means that Erdogan’s game plan is still
unclear and that he is trying to buy some
more time before he makes a strategic
move.

In any case, because this ambiguity will
delay a comprehensive solution to the
Kurdish issue until 2014 and beyond, it
could test the patience of the Kurdish
public’s expectations.

Iraq: al-Qaida chemical gas team captured

BAGHDAD / June 01, 2013 / Reuters

Mohammed Al-Askari, a defence ministry spokesman told reporters.

IRAQ HAS captured a suspected al-Qaida cell that planned to produce
chemical poisons such as mustard gas to attack Iraqi forces and to ship
overseas for attacks on Europe and the United States, the government
said on Saturday.

The announcement was made as investigators look into allegations over
the use of sarin nerve gas in next-door Syria where rebels and President
Bashar al-Assad’s forces have blamed each other for using chemical wea-
pons.

During the height of the Iraq war, al-Qaida in Iraq used chlorine gas in its
explosives to poison areas where their bombs detonated and Saddam
Hussein used chemical gas to attack Iraqi Kurdish villages in the north.

Five men were caught before they could manufacture any gas or chemical
weapons in makeshift factories in Baghdad and another province,

“They got some programmes from al-Qaeda outside Iraq, they were wor-
king ... to produce mustard gas ... and other gas,” he said. “There are some
confessions about organized cells to smuggle them outside Iraq through a
neighbouring country in order to target Europe, America and different
capitals.”

Officials showed reporters three suspects dressed in yellow jumpsuits
with their heads covered by masks. They also displayed bottles of chemi-
cals and other lab equipment as well as remote controlled toy helicopters
authorities said the men planned to use to disperse the gas.

Bolstered by the Sunni Muslim rebellion against Assad in Syria, al-Qaida
in Iraq is regaining ground and since the start of the year has stepped up
its campaign of attacks to stoke sectarian conflict in Iraq.

Western powers, including the United States and Britain, say there is gro-
wing evidence of chemicals weapons use in the conflict in neighbouring
Syria, where fighting has killed more than 80,000 people in two years. ®
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Alawite state on the coast might be
Assad's last resort

Michael Williams
thenational.ae

n recent decades, we have seen the

break-up of European states such as
Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia and the for-
mer Soviet Union. This phenomenon is
not restricted to Europe. Few would have
ventured just over a decade ago that there
would be an independent South Sudan or
an independent East Timor.

Could we see similar developments hap-
pening in the Arab world? As someone
who has lived in the Balkans and the
Middle East, and served the United
Nations in both regions, | would not rule it
out.

Looking back at the conflicts of the past
three decades, there have been recurring
patterns of war triggering or reawakening
past identities that we thought were lost in
history books. All too often they have
assumed new "national" identities through
a vortex of violence.

In one sense, this process started in the
Middle East a few years ago with the for-
mation of the Kurdistan Regional
Government in northern Iraq with a capital,
a flag, a national anthem and representa-
tive offices overseas. The KRG signs con-
tracts with foreign companies, and most
major countries, including the US, UK,
France, Germany, Russia and Turkey,
have consulates in Erbil.

Ironically, the semi-independence of
Kurdistan is further enhanced by a growing
relationship with its former arch foe,
Turkey. Most of the KRG's imports come
from Turkey. Under a planned energy deal,
pipelines are to be built for Kurdish oil and
gas exports to Turkey, independent of
Irag's national pipeline controlled by the
government in Baghdad.

The autonomy of the KRG has been taken
a step further as Turkish prime minister,
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, increasingly sees
his future, and that of Turkey, in a radical
realignment with Kurdistan, but also with
the insurgent Kurdistan Workers' Party
(PKK) led by the still imprisoned Abdullah
Ocalan.

As such a process inevitably weakens an
already sickly Iraqi state, its neighbour to

the west, Syria, savaged by civil war,
shows increasing signs of national break-
down. The regime of Bashar Al Assad in
Damascus is no longer in control of con-
siderable areas of the country. Like other
Arab states,Syria - with its modern nation-
al borders -is barely a century old and like
the now defunct states of Czechoslovakia
and Yugoslavia, it was formed after the
breakdown of the Austro-Hungarian and
Ottoman empires at the end of the First
World War.

In advance of the Versailles conference of
1919, France and Britain had already
agreed to divide the former Ottoman
domains through the Sykes-Picot
Agreement, with Paris taking modern-day
Lebanon and Syria and London laying
claim to Palestine and Iraq. A year after
Versailles, the French had created the
Territory of the Alawis (Daulat Jabal Al
Alawiyyin), with Alawites forming the back-
bone of the "troupes speciales", or special
troops of the Levant, of the imperial power.

Faced with growing nationalist pressure,
the French agreed reluctantly in 1925 to
the formation of "the State of Syria", which
excluded not only modern Lebanon but,
strikingly, the Alawite State. Strategically,
that state straddled the Mediterranean
coast between Lebanon and Turkey and
included the ports of Tartous and
Latakia.Although the Alawite state was
reincorporated into Syria in 1937, the
French continued to allow the Alawites, as
well as the Druze, considerable autonomy.

| suspect that the historical memory of that
state may come to the fore in the circum-
stances of a disintegrating Syrian state
and of an incoherent opposition that will
face great difficulties in crafting a succes-
sor state to the Baathist regime.

Furthermore, territory now vacated by the
regime is effectively ruled by three entities
- the Free Syrian Army, the militantly
Islamist al-Nusra Front and the Kurdish
Democratic Union Party (PYD), an ally of
the mainstream PKK.

Since independence in 1946, the Alawites
have continued to play a disproportionate-
ly large role in the Syrian state, especially
in the army. The 40-year rule of the Assad
clan has fortified that role. With Syria's civil
war well into its third year, the Alawite grip

on the state is being corroded. An option
increasingly attractive to Alawites might
well be independence. But as the Serbs
did not give up Yugoslavia without a fight,
the Alawites are even less likely to retreat
from the Syrian Arab Republic.

But under increasing military pressure
from a Sunni-dominated opposition, they
may yet opt for a de facto statelet, abetted
by other threatened minorities such as
Christians and Druze. After all, these
minorities have seen what has happened
to their Iragi equivalents in post-Saddam
Iraq. Indeed Syria hosted tens of thou-
sands of Iragi Christian refugees who fled
after the US invasion in 2003.

Such an eventuality might also find sup-
port among Turkey's Alevi community,
which in the circumstances of weak Syrian
and Iragi states seem to be rediscovering
its own identity. For its part, Hizbollah in
Lebanon is now fighting in Syria alongside
the regime forces, on a sectarian basis
openly admitted by its leader Hassan
Nasrallah.

Hizbollah is increasingly concerned that
the demise of the Assad regime will not
only imperil its critical supply lines from
Iran but will also rupture the Axis of
Resistance that until recently grouped the
Lebanese "resistance" with Iran, Syria and
the Palestinian Hamas.

Having already lost Hamas, which has
cozied up to an increasingly Islamist
Egypt, neither Iran nor Hizbollah can afford
to lose its Syrian ally. Were the regime in
Damascus to weaken further, they would
have ample reason to find advantage in
supporting an Alawite regime as a succes-
sor and ally. @

Michael Williams is Distinguished Visiting
Fellow at Chatham House and was UN
envoy to Lebanon from 2008 to 2012. A
version of this article will be published
today in Chatham House's bi-monthly
magazine, The World Today.
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A Istanbul, sur la
place de la Division

Par HAMIT BOZARSLAN
(Directeur d'études a l'Ecole des
hautes études en sciences sociales)

.I es contestations qui secouent

Istanbul et plusieurs autres villes
de Turquie traduisent la colere de trois
acteurs radicalement différents. Le
premier, de loin le plus important,
regroupe les intellectuels et une
jeunesse de sensibilité de gauche ou
écologiste qui rejettent la volonté de
I'AKP, le parti au pouvoir, d'imposer
sa domination sur le corps, le temps et
I'espace. Fort du soutien d'une grande
partie de la bourgeoisie provinciale
depuis sa conversion a un néolibéral-
isme a outrance, ainsi que des couches
défavorisées clintélisées par ses poli-
tiques de charité, le gouvernement
d'Erdogan transforme en effet la
société, autant par de nouvelles dia-
positives juridiques que par un con-
trole social accru.

Son projet de reconstruire a
I'identique une ancienne caserne
ottomane, un "shopping-mall" et une
mosquée sur la place Taksim, en dit
long sur la projection qu'il fait de la
Turquie a I'horizon du centieéme
anniversaire de la République en
2023. Or cette place, qui n'est pour-
tant pas connue pour sa beauté archi-
tecturale, est au coeur de la seule "zone
libérée" d'Istanbul ou la dissidence
contre l'orthopraxie peut encore
s'exprimer avec une grande liberté.

La gauche radicale constitue le deux-
ieme acteur de la scene. Insignifiante
sur le plan électoral, elle ne dispose
pas moins d'un héritage historique
puissant marqué par des décennies de
luttes et de répressions. Sur un plan
sociologique, elle se nourrit également
de la marginalisation de la commu-
nauté alévie (de 15 a 20% de la popu-
lation), qui fut victime de nombreux
pogroms dans un passé pas si lointain.
L'attachement du pouvoir a un sun-
nisme militant a pris récemment une
tonalité nettement outrageante aux

yeux des membres de cette confession
alide : Recep Tayyip Erdogan a en
effet jugé bon de nommer le troisieme
pont qui va relier les deux rives du
Bosphore Yavuz Sultan Selim ("Selim
le Cruel") (1465-1520), sultan
longtemps célébré par 1'Etat pour
avoir, au début de XVIe siecle, "anéan-
ti les hérétiques".

UN "SURSAUT NATIONAL"
CONTRE LES "ENNEMIS"

Enfin, il faut mentionner un courant
national-socialiste dont certaines fig-
ures viennent d'une ancienne gauche
radicale. Procédant a un transfert de
concepts du socialisme a
]'ultranationalisme, celui-ci considére
les Turcs comme une ethnie et une
classe opprimée par d'autres "ethno-
classes" - Arménienne, Grecque, juive
ou encore Kurde- et menacée dans son
existence par les "impérialismes" euro-
américains. Trouvant ses idoles dans
Mustafa Kemal (1881-1938) et Talaat
Pacha (1874-1921), architecte du géno-
cide des Arméniens, il tente de trans-
former cette révolte d'indignation en
un "sursaut national" contre les "enne-
mis" de l'intérieur et de I'extérieur.

Face a 'ampleur des manifestations, le
premier ministre Recep Tayyip
Erdogan semble se trouver sans
réponse autre que la surenchere dans
la provocation ou la menace de
mobiliser ses propres troupes.
Pourtant, dans la premiére moitié des
années 2000, son parti avait suscité de
nombreux espoirs y compris au sein
de la gauche libérale qui voyait en lui
I'homme qui allait briser les tabous
séculaires du pays, diminuer le poids
des militaires et réaliser le rapproche-
ment avec I'Europe. A partir de 2008-
2009 cependant, alors qu'il a su effec-
tivement marginaliser I'armée—du
moins provisoirement- et se rassurer
de sa capacité de construire un vérita-
ble bloc hégémonique par les urnes
(50% de votes en 2011), son parti a
cessé d'étre une force "hors-systéme"
pour devenir le maitre d'ceuvre d'un

projet étatique consistant a refonder la
société sur une base ultraconserva-
trice.

CULTE DE PUISSANCE

Son virage autoritaire, qui s'est traduit
notamment par de nombreuses
arrestations d'intellectuels de gauche,
se nourrit d'un culte de puissance
identifiant 'homme Erdogan a la
"Nation turque et musulmane", laque-
lle est invitée a étre fiére de son passé
et 2 assumer "ses responsabilités dans
son ancien espace impérial". Si, au
grand dam des courants nationalistes,
I'AKP a reconnu l'existence des Kurdes
—a charge pour eux de se mettre au
service de la "nation turque et musul-
mane"-, il les a rejoints sur la négation
du génocide des Arméniens ou sur la
qualification de toute expression d'une
pensée libre comme un délit et toute
dissidence intellectuelle comme une
forme potentielle de "terrorisme".

Mais le principe de majorité électorale,
que Recep Tayyip Erdogan accepte
comme seul synonyme possible de la
démocratie, se heurte aujourd'hui aux
réalités d'une société qu'il n'est plus en
mesure de comprendre. Son gouverne-
ment nous rappelle que les pouvoirs
payent toujours leur volonté de régner
par I'hégémonie au prix fort de crises
épistémologiques, les laissant désar-
més face aux contestations auxquelles
ils donnent eux-mémes naissance.

La place de la Division, c'est ainsi
qu'on peut traduire fidelement le nom
de la place Taksim qui tire son origine
du partage des eaux de la ville, avant
de signifier la politique de partition
qu'Ankara voulait mettre en ceuvre a
Chypre dans les années 1950. Bien
apres une brutale invasion turque de
1974 qui a ensanglantée cette ile,
Taksim devient aujourd'hui le théatre
ou se manifestent dans la violence les
divisions d'une société, qu'on n'a cessé
de vouloir homogénéiser depuis des
décennies.

Hamit Bozarslan est aussi l'auteur de
L'Histoire de la Turquie de l'Empire a nos
jours, Paris, Tallandier, 2013.
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Why Is Obama Ignoring Iraq?

By Anthony Cordesman
www.realclearworld.com

t is hard to determine why Iraq receives

so little U.S. attention as it drifts
towards sectarian conflict, civil war, and
alignment with Iran. Tensions in Iraq
have been rising for well over a year, and
the UN warned on June 1, 2013 that
"1,045 Iraqis were killed and another
2,397 were wounded in acts of terrorism
and acts of violence in May. The number
of civilians killed was 963 (including 181
civilian police), and the number of civi-
lians injured was 2,191 (including 359
civilian police). A further 82 members of
the Iraqi Security Forces were killed and
206 were injured."

This neglect may be a matter of war
fatigue; the result of a conflict the United
States "won" at a tactical level but seems
to have lost at a strategic level. It may be
the result of the fact the civil war in Syria
is more intensive, produces more human
suffering, and is more open to the media.
The end result, however, is that that the
United States is just beginning to see how
much of a strategic pivot Iraq has become.

The strategic map of the region is chang-
ing and Iraq's role in that change is criti-
cal. It used to be possible to largely sepa-
rate the Gulf and the Levant. One set of
tensions focused on the Arab-Israel con-
flict versus tensions focused on the Gulf.
Iraq stood between them. It sometimes
became a crisis on its own but always
acted as a strategic buffer between two
major subregions in the Middle East.

However, it has become clear over the last
year that the upheavals in the Islamic and
Arab world have become a clash within a
civilization rather than a clash between
civilizations. The Sunni vs. Alewite civil
war in Syria is increasingly interacting
with the Sunni versus Shi'ite tensions in
the Gulf that are edging Iraq back
towards civil war. They also interact with
the Sunni-Shi'ite, Maronite, and other
confessional struggles in Lebanon.

The "Kurdish problem" now spreads from
Syria to Iraq to Turkey to Iran. The ques-
tion of Arab identity versus Sunni or
Shi'ite sectarian identity divides Iraq from
the Arab Gulf states and pushes it
towards Iran. Instead of terrorism we
have counterinsurgency, instability, and
religious and ethnic conflict.

For all the current attention to Syria, Iraq
is the larger and more important state.
Iraq is a nation of 31.9 million and Syria
is a nation of 22.5 million. Iraq has the

larger economy: Iraq has a GDP of $155.4
billion, and Syria had a GDP of $107.6
billion in 2011, the last year for which
there are useful data. Most important,
Iraq is a critical petroleum state and Syria
is a cypher. Iraq has some 143 billion bar-
rels worth of oil reserves (9 percent of
world reserves) and Syria has 2.5 billion
(0.2 percent). Iraq has 126.7 has trillion
cubic meters of gas, and Syria has 10.1.
Iraq has a major impact on the overall
security of the Gulf, and some 20 percent
of the world oil and LNG exports go
through the Gulf.

This does not mean the conflict in Syria is
not tragic or that it is not important. But
from a practical strategic viewpoint, Iraq
divided Iran from the Arab Gulf states.
Iraqi-Iranian tensions acted as a strategic
buffer between Iran and the rest of the
Middle East for half a century between the
1950s and 2003. Today, Iraq has s Shi'ite
government with close links to Iran and is
a military vacuum. Iraq's Shi'ite leaders
treat its Sunnis and Kurds more as a
threat than as countrymen. Its Arab
neighbors treat Iraq's regime more as a
threat than an ally, and the growing
Sunni-Shi'ite tension in the rest of the
region make things steadily worse in Iraq
and drive it towards Iran.

f Iraq moves towards active civil war, its

Shi'ites will be driven further towards
Iran and Syria. If Assad survives and the
Arab Gulf states continue to isolate Iraq,
the largely token U.S. presence in Iraq is
likely to become irrelevant and Iraq is
likely to become part of a "Shi'ite" axis
going from Lebanon to Iran. If Assad falls,
and U.S. and Gulf Arab tensions with Iran
continue to rise, Iran seems likely to do
everything it can to replace its ties to
Syria with influence in Iraq.

Arab and Turkish pressure on Iraq seems
more likely to push Iraq towards Iran
than away from it. If Iraq becomes caught
up in sectarian and ethnic civil war, this
will push its Shi'ite majority towards Iran,
push its Kurds toward separatism, and
push the Arab states around Iraq to do
even more to support Sunni factions in
Lebanon, Syria, and Iraq while suppress-
ing their own Shi'ites.

The United States has limited cards to
play. The U.S.-Iraqi Strategic Framework
Agreement exists on paper, but it did not
survive the Iraqgi political power struggles
that came as the United States left. The
U.S. military presence has been reduced
to a small U.S. office of military coopera-
tion at the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad and
it is steadily shrinking. The cumbersome
U.S. arms transfer process has already

pushed Iraq to buy arms from Russia and
other suppliers. The U.S. State
Department's efforts to replace the mili-
tary police training program collapsed
before they really began. The United
States is a marginal player in the Iraqi
economy and economic development, and
its only aid efforts are funded through
money from past years. The State
Department did not make an aid request
for Iraq for FY2014.

owever, it is far from clear that Prime

Minister Nouri al-Maliki or most of
the Shi'ite ruling elite really want ali-
gnment with Iran or that anyone in Iraq
wants civil war. A revitalized U.S. office of
military cooperation and timely U.S. arms
transfer might give the United States
more leverage, and U.S. efforts to per-
suade Arab Gulf states that it is far better
to try to work with Iraq than isolate it
might have a major impact. Limited and
well-focused U.S. economic and gover-
nance aid might improve leverage in a
country that may have major oil export
earnings but whose economy needs aid in
reform more than money and today has
the per capita income of a poverty state,
ranking only 162 in the world.

Making Iraq a major strategic focus in
dealing with Turkey and our Arab friends
and allies might avoid creating a strategic
bridge between Iran and the Gulf states. It
might limit the growing linkages between
the tensions and conflicts in the Gulf and
those in the Levant, and help secure
Jordan, Lebanon, and Egypt. It would not
be a major expense to give the State
Department's country team in Baghdad
all of the aid resources it needs to move
Iraq towards economic reform and a sta-
ble military.

Even limited success in damping down
internal conflict in Iraq and helping Iraq
keep a distance from Iran might save the
United States far more, even in the short
run, than substituting strategic neglect
for strategic patience. It also might help
prevent Iraq from becoming a far worse
civil conflict than now exists in Syria,
fueling the religious war between Sunnis
and Shi'ites, which can turn a clash with-
in a civilization into a serious war and
spill over into terrorism in the West. @

Anthony H. Cordesman holds the Arleigh
A. Burke Chair in Strategy at the Center for
Strategic and International Studies (CSIS)
in Washington, D.C.
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Iraqi PM

visits Kurdish
north, hoping

to mend ties

SINAN SALAHEDDIN
Associated Press

AGHDAD — Iraq's prime minister on

Sunday made a rare visit to the coun-
try's self-ruled northern Kurdish region in
a bid to melt the ice between the Kurds and
the Shiite-led central government, as a sui-
cide attack in Baghdad claimed the lives of
seven people.

The visit came as authorities said a
border guard was killed and two others
were wounded in clashes along the Syrian
frontier, the latest sign that the Syrian civil
war risks spilling over into Iraq.

Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki's deci-
sion to hold a Cabinet meeting in Irbil —
the first in the Kurdish regional capital
since the 2003 U.S.-led invasion that top-
pled Saddam Hussein — was part of an
initiative started last year to better
understand provincial-level needs. Similar
meetings have been held in other Iraqi
cities.

Kurdish regional President Massoud
Barzani leads the Kurds' largely autono-
mous and increasingly prosperous nor-
thern region, which has multiple govern-
ment ministries, its own security forces
and other trappings of an independent
state. It remains part of Iraq, however,
and relies heavily on a share of the federal
budget controlled by Baghdad to meet its
budget needs.

Arguments over dueling claims to the
oil-rich city of Kirkuk and other disputed
territories running along the Kurdish
region's border with the rest of Iraq are
one of the most serious threats to Iraq's
stability.

Relations grew tenser in November,
when an exchange of fire in one disputed
city led both sides to send military reinfor-
cements and heavy weapons into the
contested area.

Sunday's meeting gave both leaders an
opportunity to appear statesmanlike. Iraqi
state TV showed Al-Maliki and govern-
ment ministers arriving by military plane
and being received on a red carpet by
Barzani, who wore traditional Kurdish
clothes.

The two leaders later hailed the mee-
ting as an important step, but acknowled-
ged that difficulties in repairing their rela-

tionship remain.

"The issue of reaching permanent
solutions needs an atmosphere of unders-
tanding and mutual trust," al-Maliki said.
"I can't tell you that brother Barzani or I
have a magic wand, but with our joint des-
ire and cooperation and through mutual
trust we can go forward."

The Kurds have signed dozens of oil
exploration deals with foreign energy
companies over Baghdad's objections,
including U.S. oil majors Exxon Mobil
Corp. and Chevron Corp., and Total S.A. of
France. The central government does not
recognize the Kurdish agreements, which
offer more generous terms than its own. It
believes it should manage the country's oil
policy and wants all exports to travel
through state-run pipelines.

The Kurds are working on a pipeline to
ship oil produced in their region into
neighboring Turkey and earlier this year
began trucking oil across their northern
border, prompting charges of smuggling
and threats of lawsuits from Baghdad.

The United Nations envoy, Martin
Kobler, welcomed the Irbil meeting, as did
the U.S. Embassy, which hailed it as a
"sign that Iraqi leaders are committed to
strengthening their state under the Iraqi
Constitution and isolating the terrorists
and criminal groups who seek to sow sec-
tarian strife."

Al-Maliki also urged Iraqis to unite to
face the unrest roiling the region.

Fears are growing that the ongoing
fighting in neighboring Syria could further
destabilize Shiite-led Iraq's already fragile
security. Predominantly Sunni rebels in
Syria, including the al-Qaida affiliated
Jabhat al-Nusra, or the Nusra Front, are
fighting to try to topple Syrian President
Bashar Assad. His Alawite sect is an offs-
hoot of Shiite Islam and is backed by
Shiite powerhouse Iran.

"The region is going through a new
strong storm, a sectarian storm, a storm of
political challenges," al-Maliki said. "The
most dangerous one is the comeback of
the extremist organizations like al-Qaida
and Jabhat al-Nusra and others who are
backed by (hardline clerics") fatwas," he
added.

Syria's unrest is increasingly worrying
for Baghdad.

Iraq's Interior Ministry spokesman
said the deadly frontier clash happened in
the western al-Waleed region, which bor-

Iraqi Prime Minister
Nuri Al-Maliki
shakes hands with
Kurdish regional
President Massoud
Barzani, upon his
arrival in Irbil,
Sunday, June 9, 2013.
(AP)

ders Syria, and involved what he believes
are members of the Free Syrian Army
rebel group. The spokesman, Saad Maan
Ibrahim, said Iraqi forces are increasingly
coming under attack by armed groups
from the Syrian side of the border.

"We are determined and we have the
capabilities to repel any attack on our bor-
der posts," he said.

The ministry said it foiled two other
attempts by gunmen and smugglers to
infiltrate Iraq's border with Syria, forcing
them to retreat back across the border.

Sadoun al-Shaalan, a member in the
provincial council of Sunni-dominated
Anbar province, also said clashes along
the border are increasingly common bet-
ween Free Syrian Army fighters and Iraqi
police guards.

He blamed the clashes on "the secta-
rian fighting and tension taking place in
Syria and the belief by the Syria opposi-
tion that Baghdad is supporting the Assad
regime in its struggle with the opposition."

Shortly before al-Maliki landed in
Irbil, a car bomber rammed his explo-
sives-laden vehicle into an Iraqi army
checkpoint in a Shiite neighborhood in
Baghdad, killing five soldiers and two civi-
lians, officials said. Eighteen were repor-
ted wounded.

The attack happened in the busy
Kazimiyah neighborhood, which last week
was the focus of an annual pilgrimage that
brought hundreds of thousands of Shiite
faithful to a golden-domed shrine where
two revered Shiite saints are buried.

Authorities imposed strict security
measures throughout the capital to pro-
tect pilgrims, and no major attacks occur-
red during the pilgrimage itself, which
peaked midweek. It commemorates the
death of one of the saints, Imam Moussa
al-Kadhim.

A medical official in a nearby hospital
confirmed the casualty figures. All officials
spoke on condition of anonymity as they
were not authorized to release informa-
tion.

Shiites are one of the favorite targets
for hardline Sunni insurgents who consi-
der them infidels. Violence has spiked in
Iraq in recent weeks, raising fears of a
return to widespread sectarian bloodshed.
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Syrian Rebels Clash
With Kurdish Militias

By: Wladimir van Wilgenburg for Al-Monitor

Renewed clashes between Syrian insurgents and Kurdish groups have
erupted in the province of Aleppo and quickly spread to other
cities in northern Syria. Several combatants have been killed in fights
between Liwa al-Tawhid and its allies and the Kurdish People’s Defense
Units (YPG) since May 25 in the countryside of northern Aleppo, after
Syrian rebels accused the Kurdish armed group of supporting the besie-
ged Shiite towns of Nubul and Zahra.

The fighting is leading to worsening conditions for the Kurdish-domi-
nated district of Efrin, where thousands of Arabs and Kurds fled after
fighting worsened in Aleppo.

Thomas McGee, a researcher focused on Syrian affairs, told Al-Monitor
that prior to the “FSA (Free Syrian Army) siege,” Efrin was already
“facing huge problems in accommodating IDPs [displaced persons],
especially after the influx from Sheikh Magsoud [in Aleppo city] when
the regime attacked, and the schools and other public buildings that
are available are over capacity so people are finding themselves with
no shelter at all.”

NGOs fear the fighting could have a negative effect on those who fled
and live in Efrin since the FSA surrounded Efrin and besieged it. The
prices of bread and medicine have already increased as a result of the
FSA embargo.

According to the UK-based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights
(SOHR), the clashes took place in the villages of Agbiya, Deir
Mishmish, Kurzelia, Ziyaret and Basila. Fighting also took place in Ain
al-Arab, Ras al-Ain and Tal Tamr, but quickly ended.

The fighting didn’t only include Arab fighters of the Islamist group
Liwa al-Tawheed, but also Kurdish pro-FSA groups such as the
Salahadin brigade headed by Bewar Mustafa, and the Yusuf al-Azimi
brigade. A declaration released by 21 groups claimed they would
attack the Efrin area and cleanse it of PKK and pro-Assad militias.

However, not all pro-FSA groups supported the attack, and both the
YPG and the FSA fight against Assad forces in Aleppo.

Even rivals of the YPG condemned the FSA attack; the Kurdish
Democratic Political Union issued a statement “calling on both sides to
release civilians as a positive gesture”

Mustafa al-Sheikh, the head of the FSA’s military council, had impro-
ved his relationship with the Kurdish Democratic Union Party (PYD)
after the FSA signed an agreement with the PYD in Ras al-Ain in
February.

PYD spokesman Alan Semo told Al Monitor that the clashes erupted
after the YPG refused the entry of FSA fighters in Kurdish villages of
Efrin close to Nubul and Zahra. “YPG told them, if you want to go to
Nubul or Zahra, go another way. You cannot enter the Kurdish areas;
after you enter them, the regime will bomb them.”

The Kurdish politician blamed the FSA for trying to bring the war to
Kurdish areas by using Kurdish FSA groups to enter the YPG-controlled
villages. According to pro-Kurdish media, the FSA preplanned the
attacks in Azzaz.

The YPG’s central command released a statement that suggested that
“mercenary groups related to the Syrian Free Army attacked the vil-
lage of Sherawa in Efrin city, with the approval of the general FSA
command. The attack took place in order to loot homes and proper-
ties.”

However, the Liwa al-Tawhid brigade accused the YPG of Kkilling
Mahmoud Hafiz Isa, commander of the 21st regiment and nine of his
men, with “al-Shabihah [pro-government militia] gangs known as

PKK,” referring to the Kurdistan Workers Party to which both the PYD
and the YPG are affiliated. This allegedly resulted in an attack on the
YPG in Agibah and Ziyarah towns, which are close to Nubul and Zahra.

Basam Mustafa Haji, commander of the Yusuf al-Azimi brigade, told
Welati, “Indeed this party (the YPG) continues to violate our treaties
and agreements, while there was further deception on its part when
it undertook the smuggling of arms and supplies to Nabl and Zahra,
and it had seized those things ... with smuggling of sheep and ammu-
nition.”

He suggested the fighting started as revenge for the killing of a FSA
leader, saying the YPG “opened fire treacherously on the Free (Syrian)
Army and killed one of the mujahedeen revolutionaries, along with the
assassination of the civilian leader Shamil, who was the leader of the
operation 'Echo Qusair."”

According to the SOHR, the YPG on Friday, June 7, took control over
the villages of Basila in Nahiyat shirawa, and Bashmera by Anadan.
“Clashes continue in the villages of al-Zeyara and Beineh, both sides
suffered losses.” The YPG said it would continue its “operations
against armed gangs” until the Kurdish districts were “cleansed.”

A Liwa al-Tawheed spokesman told Al-Monitor on May 29 that FSA’s
Mustafa Sheikh wanted to solve the problem. “It’s a misunderstanding
between the two sides and there are some who benefit from the fight.
We hope that the fight stops permanently.”

Although the FSA commander announced a cease-fire and some
Kurdish civilians who were captured by the FSA were released, fighting
continued. Later, he accused the YPG of working with Syrian President
Bashar al-Assad.

However, PYD official Alan Semo said it is difficult to reach an agree-
ment with the FSA due to the fact that the agreement was signed by
21 groups. “The Kurdish demand is that we cannot have a cease-fire
unless you leave the Kurdish areas and promise not to attack them
again.”

Joseph Mardellie, a member of a Kurdish youth group based in Aleppo
called the Kurdish Coordination Brotherhood, told Al-Monitor that the
talks haven’t succeeded yet because the FSA demands that the YPG
hand over those who killed Mahmoud Hafiz Isa.

“The YPG didn’t reply yet. | think this issue is going to be resolved in
a few days. Fighting the YPG is not smart — the mutual enemy is the
Syrian regime.”

On Friday, the group protested the fighting between the FSA and YPG
in Ashrafiya in Aleppo, calling on both sides to end their differences
and to “maintain Syrian unity.”

A Kurdish activist from Efrin wondered why the FSA tried to fight the
YPG while they are under pressure from Assad’s security forces and
the Lebanese Hezbollah, which on June 5 took over Qusair after the
FSA retreated from the area after weeks of heavy fighting. “Their
friends are massacred in Qusair, and they don’t do anything,” he told
Al-Monitor.

According to a report from the private intelligence firm Stratfor, the
conflict comes at a bad time for the rebels, “who desperately need to
press their attacks against regime forces in Aleppo and Hama to
relieve the pressure on their comrades fighting farther north.”

Stratfor predicted that it is most likely that the rebel leadership will
try to bring an end to the infighting. “However, eliminating all the
clashes is proving difficult, adding yet another obstacle in the rebels'
path to victory against the regime.” 1

Wladimir van Wilgenburg is a political analyst specializing in issues sur-
rounding on Kurdish politics. He has written extensively for Jamestown
Foundation publications and other journals such as the Near East Quarterly
and the World Affairs Journal. He currently writes for the Kurdish newspa-
per Rudaw. On Twitter: @vvanwilgenburg
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Golden oil of Iraqi Kurdistan
raises tensions with Baghdad

Federal and regional governments locked in bitter dispute over revenue-sharing as new
pipeline into Turkey nears completion

TAN BLACK IN TAQ TAQ

n a hot and dusty plateau in Iraqi

Kurdistan, engineers in hard hats are
gathered around a section of new pipeline
as they check final test data before oil starts
flowing for the first time directly across the
border to Turkey. Twin flare towers behind
a bank of storage tanks send viscous black
smoke billowing into the sky.

The powerful smell of sulphur is an
indicator of the quality of what lies under-
ground. "It's the champagne of Kurdistan,"
grins Joe Stein, a softly spoken Texan who
is operations manager for the joint
Turkish-Chinese venture at Taq Taq, part
of the last great onshore oilfield in the
world. "It's very light. It's very good for
refineries. It's high grade and easy to pro-
duce. It's golden oil."

Hydrocarbon wealth is transforming
this strategic corner of the Middle East at a
time of dramatic change and extreme vio-
lence across the region — elsewhere in Iraq
itself, where a post-2006 record of 1,000
people were killed in May alone, as well as
in neighbouring Syria.

With an estimated 45bn barrels of
reserves — the fourth largest in the world —
and a century's worth of natural gas, the
Kurdistan regional government (KRG) has
become a big player in a geologically exci-
ting but politically sensitive market.

In just a few weeks a final section of the
new pipeline from Taq Taq will tie in to the
border metering station at Fishkhabour,
allowing 300,000 barrels of crude a day to
begin flowing into Turkey. Targets are 1m
barrels a day in 2015, and 2m in 2019.

Crucially, this is being done without
the approval of the federal government in
Baghdad, which is locked in a bitter dis-
pute with the KRG over the terms of the
Iraqi constitution and the revenue-sharing
that is supposed to flow from it. Economic
independence — and perhaps more — is
suddenly within sight for a sizeable chunk
of the world's biggest group of stateless
people.

"Sharing wealth is a fundamental ins-
trument of power," argues Ashti Hawrami,
the KRG's natural resources minister. "By
not implementing the constitution,
Baghdad is encouraging instability and
disintegration. The only way we can sur-
vive is by having economic development.
Slogans about democracy are not enough."

Officials in Erbil, the KRG's booming
capital, complain that Nouri al-Maliki,
Iraq's Shia prime minister, is wedded to
the same authoritarian style and centrali-

sed administration that the Kurds hoped
had gone with Saddam Hussein. Based on
their share of the country's population, the
KRG is supposed to get 17% of national
revenues. Baghdad in turn accuses the
Kurds of acting unconstitutionally. The
KRG retorts that whatever they earn, they
will pay 83% into the national treasury.

"There is a huge gap between this Iraq
and the other Iraq," muses Fuad Hussein,
an adviser to the KRG president, Massoud
Barzani, whose photograph adorns every
government office. "My generation grew
up in Iraq and we were part of the Kurdish
resistance. The new generation already has
freedom. They will not accept losing it
again."

Other contentious issues include pay-
ment for Kurdish peshmerga fighters,
compensation for the victims of Saddam's
genocide and the status of disputed areas
such as Kirkuk, from where Kurds were
ethnically cleansed. But oil and the new
link with Turkey are giving the KRG a
strong hand to play in the game of nations.

Seeking to mend fences, Maliki visited
Erbil for the first time in two years on
Sunday, but his talks with Barzani were
largely symbolic. "Neither I nor President
Barzani has a magic wand," he quipped.

Barzani had warned that the latest
contacts with Baghdad were the last
chance, with the oil multinationals now
calling the shots. Exxon Mobil's landmark
agreement with Turkey, risking retaliation
against its own operations in southern
Iraq, is at odds with US government policy.
Maliki has condemned it outright as ille-
gal. But Chevron, Total and Russia's
Gazprom are taking risks too. Fifty compa-
nies have invested $20bn (£13bn).

Iraq has had an oil industry since the
1920s but Kurdistan's was started from
scratch in 2006 because it was never deve-
loped under Saddam, who milked the
country's hydrocarbon wealth to buy wea-
pons to kill Kurds in the infamous Anfal
campaign and to invade Iran and Kuwait.
"This is all oil Iraq never knew it had," says
an official in Erbil. "It's intoxicating. There
is a sense of history about what is happe-
ning here."

he row over the unpaid revenues is

grimly familiar, says the independent
journalist Hiwa Osman. "For the KRG, it
feels as if it's still dealing with the same
Baghdad. Its economic sanctions are
straight from Saddam's playbook."

Kurdistan's stability is a strong pull for
foreign investors. Security at Taq Taq is
run by a UK company employing former
South African special forces, with the

Iraqi Kurdistan Taq Taq oilfield
locator map The pipeline from the
Turkish-Chinese venture at Taq Taq,
part of the world’s last great onshore
oilfield. Photograph: Guardian

KRG's oil-protection force guarding the
perimeter and Ashaish, its CIA-trained
intelligence service, watching closely.
Peshmerga checkpoints line the roads to
Mosul and Kirkuk, where al-Qaida bom-
bings are as frequent as in Baghdad.

Erbil has become the exploration capi-
tal of the world, and the bars of its best
hotels echo with multilingual banter about
oil and associated deals. The Turkish
energy company Genel, partnered with
China's Sinopec at Taq Tagq, is run by Tony
Hayward, the former BP chief executive
who was forced to quit after the Deepwater
Horizon disaster in the Gulf of Mexico.

In the face of such intense interest,
awareness is growing of the effect on the
KRG economy and the urgent need for a
skilled local workforce. "Now everyone
wants to go to university to do an oil-rela-
ted degree," says a young professional
woman, "but we don't yet have the
resources." Her husband has just quit a
secure civil service job to move into pri-
vate-sector oil services. It looks like a
smart and potentially lucrative career
choice.

Outside of government circles, some sus-

pect Turkey's motives — not surprising
given its historic hostility to the Kurds.
There is a vivid reminder in the shadow of
Erbil's ancient citadel, where young men
collect signatures in support of Abdullah
Ocalan, the jailed PKK leader whose peace
talks with Recep Tayyip Erdogan are ano-
ther important strand of the region's shif-
ting geopolitical landscape.

"Oil in Kurdistan is not just about
Iraq," argues Asos Hardi, of the indepen-
dent newspaper Awene. "It's about rela-
tions with Syria, Iran and with the US,
which opposes what the KRG is doing.
Everyone is using Kurdistan.

"Erdogan wants to play the Kurdish
card. That's his game, not an =
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ww  independent Kurdistan."

Exactly how and where oil revenues
will be spent is another worry. Hawrami's
officials highlight "capacity-building"
agreements under which foreign compa-
nies pay for facilities that give ordinary
Kurds a share of the region's wealth.
Norway is cited as an example of prudent
planning and diversification. Gorran, the
main opposition party, complains of cor-
ruption and nepotism in Barzani's KDP.
But Kamal Kirkuki, the party spokesman,
dismisses "negative propaganda by an
unhealthy and immature opposition".

ncertainty about the future has been a
Ustaple of Kurdish life for decades. But
Taq Taq and other oilfields, Turkey's vola-
tile politics and voracious energy needs,
and the ambitions of the world's biggest oil
companies are creating new options. For
the moment the Kurds of Iraq seem to be
improving their bargaining position to try
to force a reluctant Baghdad to comply with
the federal constitution. If that does not
happen, then all bets are off.

"Iraq is going to hell," says Hussein,
Barzani's adviser. "If we cannot live toge-
ther we must talk about something else.
We Kurds are not part of the conflict bet-
ween Shia and Sunnis. But if there is a fire
in the house next door, it will burn you too
in the end. And there is no fireman."

Foreigners have heard this message,
and tend to agree. "Iraq is disintegrating
slowly," observed an Erbil-based diplomat.
"Over the last two years the Kurds have
been pushed into a corner. Baghdad is no

longer their point of reference so they star-
ted looking elsewhere. Now Turkey is
giving them the possibility of making
money out of oil. But oil could be a trigger
for the division of Iraq. If there is no agree-
ment on oil, there is no Iraq."

A troubled history

Iraq's 5 million Kurds have experien-
ced relative stability since the end of the
1991 Gulf war, when they were liberated
from Saddam Hussein and lived under a
no-fly zone protected by US and British air
power.

A persecuted people who famously had
"no friends but the mountains", they were
allied with the post-cold war world's only
superpower. Iraq's 2005 federal constitu-
tion gave the Kurdistan regional govern-
ment (KRG) an unprecedented degree of
self-government.

But the last few months have also held
out the prospect of change for the 14-17
million Kurds in Turkey, where the prime
minister, Recep Tayyip ErdoOan, is in
negotiations with the jailed Abdallah Oca-
lan, leader of the PKK and its 30-year
insurrection.

Syria's 1.6 million Kurds have made big
gains since the uprising against Bashar al-
Assad and now control the north-east of
the country — though their status has bede-
villed relations with the Arab opposition.

Kurds in Iran (7 million) enjoy mino-
rity rights but experience persecution. The
Tehran government is concerned that PKK
fighters leaving Turkey may now launch
attacks inside Iran. Ocalan has talked of

peshmerga fighters Iraqi Kurdish pesh-
merga fighters, whose checkpoints
guard the roads to the oilfields.

creating a "stateless union" between Kurds
in Turkey, Iraq, Syria and Iran, which
would increase integration while maintai-
ning national borders.

Kurdish leaders everywhere are pain-
fully conscious of a history of oppression
and betrayal by supposed friends. Hopes
for statehood after the first world war
came to nothing and the British put down
a Kurdish revolt in Iraq in the 1920s. In
1946 the short-lived Mahabad republic in
Iran was abandoned by the Soviet Union.
In 1975 the US withdrew its support for an
Iraqi Kurdish rebellion mounted from Iran
and secretly aided by Israel, as part of a
rapprochement between Baghdad and the
Shah of Iran. "Covert action," Henry
Kissinger told Mullah Mustafa Barzani,
father of the current KRG president, "is not
missionary work." e

3 June 2013

Kirkuk Governor Orders
Unauthorized Arab Residents Expelled

rudaw.net
By Hiwa Hussamadin

IRKUK, Kurdistan Region — Arabs

living in the disputed city of Kirkuk
without permission are being expelled by
order of the governor, Najmaldin Karim, but
it is not clear how the order will be enforced
and exactly who will have to leave.

“We have received orders from the
governor and will start enforcing them from
Monday, June 3,” Kirkuk police chief Orhan
Abdulrahman told Rudaw.

Kirkuk’s provincial security commission
says that all Arab families who came to
Kirkuk to flee violence in their own regions
must leave, claiming the areas they fled are
now safe. But the city’s Arab officials argue
that only families without proper govern-
ment permits should be forced to leave.

But city officials insist they will only
expel Arab families who have come to
Kirkuk over the past 10 years, paving the
way for implementation of constitutional
Article 140 which stipulates that all Arab
families leave Kirkuk province, and Kurds
expelled under ousted dictator Saddam

Hussein be helped back.

It is not clear how the authorities will
compel families to leave Kirkuk, which falls
among the disputed Iraqi territories that are
claimed both by the Arab central govern-
ment in Baghdad and the autonomous Kurds
in the north.

Abdulrahman said that families who
have settled in the city without consulting
the authorities would be expelled, and he
warned them not to return. “Any family that
returns to Kirkuk after we have expelled
them will be detained,” he warned.

Kirkuk’s police chief believes that the
security situation in most provinces is better
than that of Kirkuk and therefore there is no
excuse for these families to stay any longer.
“This decision by the governor will help
reduce violence and stabilize Kirkuk,” he
said.

Arab politicians, however, have stood
against the governor’s decision.

“This decision by the governor and the
security commission is meant to purge this
Iraqi city of its Arab residents,” said
Abdulrahman Murshid Assi, member of the
Arab Assembly in Kirkuk. “It has nothing to

do with the security of the city.”

Assi said that the solution for bad safety
was a better police force, not kicking out
Arab families.

“That’s why we reject this decree and
will not allow it to be implemented,” he said.
“If Iranian, Turkish and Syrian citizens can
live freely in Kirkuk, why can’t Iraqis?” he
asked.

But some Arab politicians have stood by
the governor’s policy.

“It was we Arabs who encouraged the
passing of this decree,” said Abdullah Sami
Assi, member of the Arab Republic League
in Kirkuk. “We sent our recommendation to
the security commission a year ago and it
was under discussion until now.”

He said the new law applied only to Arab
families who have not properly registered
with the police.

Other officials say that the governor’s
decision is unconstitutional.

“The constitution says that Iraqi citizens
can live in any part of the country they
want,” said Omar al-Jibbouri, an Arab mem-
ber of the provincial council. “It is not fair to
blame these displaced families for the bad

security situation in Kirkuk.”
The authorities themselves are to blame, he
said.

Jibbouri said he believed that Kurdish
political parties who are in charge of
Kirkuk’s security are behind this new policy.
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Syria: The End of an Order

‘ Dalal Mawad
# = Freelance multimedia
journalist

grew up hearing my parents and

their generation, blame the woes
and wars of the Middle East on the
arbitrary borders imposed by the colo-
nial powers on the region after World
War One.
The secretive 1916 Sykes-Picot agreement,
between the French and the Brits, partitio-
ned the defeated Ottoman Empire into
nations disregarding ethnic and religion ele-
ments. Countries constantly struggled to
keep those boundaries unchallenged.

But as the protracted conflict in Syria lingers
on, dragging the whole region with it, those
boundaries might be lastly redefined. The
old paradigm on which the current bounda-
ries of the Levant were drawn might no lon-
ger hold.

Sykes-Picot came at a moment where natio-
nalism and secular ideas were dominant
creeds. Smaller states, some built on ethno-
religious identities merged into wider
nation-states.

To give an example, Mount Lebanon, origi-
nally of Christian Maronite and Druze majo-
rity, emerged as Greater Lebanon in 1920
annexing to its original territory the coastal
towns of Tripoli, Beirut, Sidon and Tyre as
well as the fertile valley of the Bekaa (origi-
nally part of the state of Damascus) and with
it, the Muslim Sunni and Shia populations
living in these areas. The State of Damascus,
the state of Aleppo and their Sunni popula-

tions were merged with Alawites and Druzes
entities in a larger Syrian Republic.

Today, events in Syria and their spillover
across the region are defying the notion of
nation-state and reversing national bounda-
ries into sectarian ones. Arab social nationa-
lism, which many Arab states had adopted
during the cold war, including Syria, has
disintegrated back to the basic ethno-reli-
gious entities.

The towns of Tripoli and Sidon in Lebanon
are fighting the wars of Homs and Aleppo in
Syria, supporting the Sunni rebels against
Assad's forces. Shiite Hezbollah has moved
from its national fight against Israel to a sec-
tarian war fighting for the protection of the
Shias inside Syria and alongside its Syrian
ally, itself an ally of Shiite Iran.

The Sunni-Shia violence in Iraq has seen
unprecedented levels in the past months,
exacerbated by the Syrian conflict. Sunni
fighters have joined forces to support their
"Sunni brothers" in Syria while their Shia-
led government, an ally of Iran, continues its
covert support of Assad. Inside Iraq, calls for
autonomy are growing. A couple of weeks
ago, the religious clerics of Anbar, a largely
Sunni province in west of Iraq, warned the
Iraqi Prime minister of a full-fledged war
should they not get their own state. Shiites in
southern Iraq are also increasingly calling
for autonomy.

Syria is breaking down into different enti-
ties. Assad's latest government military
offensive has focused on controlling a strip
of land linking Damascus in the south to
Homs in the center up to Aleppo and the
western coastland of Tartus and Lattakia

where a majority of Alawites live, President
Assad's sect. Winning the battle of Qusayr
was only the beginning in the government's
attempt to control that swath of land.
Meanwhile, the Syrian army has given up on
trying to take back the north, which rebels
vastly control. This area, largely a Sunni
entity, is becoming more and more detached
from the rest of the country. The northeast,
largely Kurdish, and already autonomous,
could become part of a Kurdish state joined
to Iraq's Kurdistan. The summit between
Iraq's Kurdish Leader Massoud Barzani and
Iraq's Shiaa Prime Minister Nuri Al-Maliki
last week looked more like a summit bet-
ween two heads of states than anything else.

Jordan and Turkey are also feeling a pres-
sure on their borders with recurrent inci-
dents spilling over from Syria and a refugees'
crisis that might have long run repercussions
on demographics and borders.

Syria's war is now clearly a proxy war; not
pitting nations against each others, but
Sunnis against Shias, largely defining new
boundaries of the Levant. These new boun-
daries, profoundly sectarian, clearly under-
mine the notion of nation-states.

Some would argue the region is witnessing a
return to its natural boundaries, boundaries
that were once forcefully reconfigured. But
are these new boundaries really a reflection
of people's will? And will they necessarily
ensure more stability than the ones once
drawn by European diplomats?

Sykes-Picot is dead. But the last thing this
region needs is a protracted religious war
that will drown us in more bloodshed for
many years to come. m

Un millier de soldats irakiens préts a faire
allégeance aux forces kurdes

Halkurd Mullah Ali, le porte-

KIRKOUK (Irak), 11 juin 2013 (AFP)

parole du ministére des pesh-

UN MILLIER DE SOLDATS KURDES ont fait défection de I'armée ira-
kienne et veulent rejoindre les forces de la région autonome du
Kurdistan, un coup dur au pouvoir central.

Cette décision a été prise apres un différend avec le commandement de
I'armée, ont affirmé mardi deux responsables kurdes.

Les soldats, membres de la 16e brigade de I'armée, avaient refusé en avril de
participer & une opération qu'avait ordonnée le gouvernement dominé par les
chiites contre une ville & majorité sunnite.

Depuis, ils n'encaissent plus leurs salaires et ne regoivent plus des rations de
I'armée.

Les 1.070 militaires pourraient étre intégrés aux peshmerga, les combattants
du Kurdistan, mais les avis des responsables kurdes divergent sur I'état
d'avancement de cette intégration.

Shallal Abdul, maire de Touz Khourmatou, a affirmé que les soldats perce-
vaient désormais salaires et rations de la part des peshmerga, tandis que

merga, parle seulement de
rations.
"Si nous ne trouvons pas

d'accord avec Bagdad au sujet
de ces soldats, nous sommes
préts a les intégrer aux pesh-
merga", a indiqué Halkurd
Mullah Ali.

Le commandant kurde de la bri-

gade et deux commandants de bataillons, eux aussi kurdes, ont été remplacés
par des officiers arabes, selon le maire de Touz Khourmatou et le porte-parole
des peshmerga.

Si leur intégration au sein des peshmerga est acceptée, une telle défection
massive serait un coup dur pour I'armée du pays qui tente de faire face a une
nouvelle vague de violences provoquée par les insurgés sunnites face au pou-
voir central chiite. ®
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Morton Abramowitz , Omer Zarpli

esolving the Kurdish problem in

Turkey is difficult by any measure-
ment. It has gotten immensely harder with
the outbreak of a major political upheaval.
Turkey is once again in politically unchar-
ted wars, and the country is in deep trou-
ble. Events can change quickly, but right
now it looks like Prime Minister Erdogan
is throwing down the gauntlet at the
various heterogeneous opposition groups.
So far he has done little listening,

Rather he continues to portray the protests
as a plot, facilitated by various “internal
and external enemies,” terrorists, and
money bags—some read Jews. He now
plans to hold competing vastly larger
demonstrations in Istanbul and Ankara.
Turkey seems set to divide, with profound
political effects, unless he changes tactics.
These developments could end the first
serious and extremely difficult effort to
resolve Turkey’s most glaring existential
issue—the future of its Kurds.

Since coming to power in 2002, Erdogan
and his Justice and Development Party
(AKP) have made important strides on the
Kurdish issue, from opening Kurdish lan-
guage state television to allowing Kurdish
language programs at universities. Most
importantly, Erdogan has put the issue
front and center. Erdogan also started
negotiations with the most reviled man in
Turkey—the imprisoned leader of the
Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK), Abdullah
Ocalan—to end the three-decade insur-
gency that has cost forty thousand lives. So
far Turkey has been reaping the benefits of
the peace process. The violence finally hal-
ted as the PKK announced a ceasefire and
began withdrawing its forces from Turkey.

While the PKK withdrawal marks a major
turn in the long conflict, reforms in local
administration, education, election and
antiterrorism laws need to follow. That
requires a new civilian constitution.
However, the uprisings and Erdogan’s dis-
missal of expressed concerns raise ques-
tions about the future of the peace process,
which above all requires greater democra-
tization. Moreover, events could damage
Erdogan sufficiently to prevent him from
making the necessary but politically diffi-
cult and mostly unpopular changes in the
Constitution to solve the Kurdish issue
once and for all.

THE KURDISH REACTION

Throughout the present uprisings, preser-

Erdogan's Troubles
Endanger Kurdish Peace

ving the peace process has been the top
priority for the Kurdish political move-
ment. While more than sixty provinces
have been engulfed with protests, relative
calm has prevailed in the major Kurdish
cities. Even though a Kurdish parliamenta-
rian prevented an earthmover from uproo-
ting the trees in now famed Gezi Park and
laid the foundation for mass protests, the
Kurdish political movement has been equi-
vocal about the uprising. This can be attri-
buted less to the absence of resentments
among the Kurds against the AKP govern-
ment than a careful policy by main Kurdish
political entities.

The Kurdish political parties clearly do not
want to jeopardize the peace process by
alienating Erdogan. Major Kurdish politi-
cal figures and PKK leaders necessarily
expressed their solidarity with the protes-
ters against the dictatorial prime minister,
but also made known their concerns that
continuing demonstrations could turn
against the peace process. Some Kurds
also believe that a weakened Erdogan can-
not make the necessary political changes to
resolve the Kurdish issue. However, if
Erdogan keeps up with his hardline and
illiberal stance, it will be harder for Kurds
to maintain their distance from the pro-
tests. PKK leader Ocalan’s recent state-
ments praising the protests and asking the
Kurds not to leave the streets to nationa-
lists and the supporters of “the deep state”
may signal further Kurdish involvement in
the uprising.

ERDOGAN’S DILEMMA AND HIS
ESSENTIALITY

For the moment, the political domination
of Erdogan and his Turkish miracle has
been shaken. The “wall of fear” in the
society may be breaking down and people
are probably more likely to rise up vocally
against government measures or policies
they do not like, making it more costly for
the government to turn a blind eye to
public opposition. Erdogan’s international

stature has also fallen. All this is likely to
weaken Erdogan’s ability to implement
radical, politically unpopular policies
(significant constitutional change, greater
regional self-rule, possible changes in
Ocalan’s jailing) to resolve the Kurdish
issue.

So far Erdogan remains unyielding to the
protesters, giving a little ground only grud-
gingly. He bashed President Gul’s and
Deputy Prime Minister Arinc’s attempts to
mollify the masses, and announced that he
will go ahead with the plans to uproot the
Gezi Park and build a replica of former
Ottoman barracks there. Instead of sho-
wing any deference to the concerns of the
protesters, who he continues to label as
"looters" and "extremists," Erdogan turned
to his strong voter base. His defiance can
cost him politically

His uncompromising approach is resented
even in his own party ranks, and could dee-
pen the divisions within the party, notably
along the Erdogan-Gul fault line, and
impair his incessant practice of issuing
ukases and moral pronouncements.

The already strained ties between Erdogan
and the Gulen movement are also likely to
further erode. The tension first peaked in
2012, when a public prosecutor in Istanbul
called the intelligence chief Hakan Fidan
for questioning in a Kurdish case, which
Erdogan quickly quashed. This episode
was widely interpreted as a move by the
Gulenists against Erdogan. While both
sides have been trying to patch up dama-
ged relations, tensions remain—and not
just under the surface.

The movement, a key player in the politi-
cal process with its influence in the secu-
rity forces and judiciary and its important
media, has been somewhat ambivalent
about the Kurdish peace process. It is,
however leaning negatively towards
Erdogan’s increasing power and authorita-
rian tendencies and may further distance
itself from the government, which would
hurt his ability to manage the Kurdish
peace process.

The AKP will remain in control, but it is
too early to say anything definitive about
the longevity of Erdogan’s continued poli-
tical domination and his unique ability to
implement bold political, social and cultu-
ral changes without much challenge.
Present events have yet to play themselves
out.

The fate of the Kurdish peace process,
however, is tied to Erdogan and his effi-
cacy. It will not likely happen without him.
His Kurdish efforts have not been particu-
larly popular, and if his political fortunes
diminish, he will find it harder to make the
necessary concessions to the Kurds, redu-
cing the likelihood of an agreement. »»
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rudaw.net
By Mashallah Dakak

Asia Abdulla, the co-chair of the
Democratic Union Party (PYD) in Syria, is
emphatic: “We will not allow any other
force to come to Western (Syrian) Kurdistan
and rule us again.” In an interview with
Rudaw, she also says that outside interfer-
ence in Syria’s Kurdish regions is a “red
line that must not be crossed.” Here is her
full interview:

Rudaw: What is the current situation in
Western Kurdistan?

Asia Abdulla: In West Kurdistan, civil
society organizations and administrative
bodies are being built. The system there is
independent and democratic. Now, we have
an official entity. In order to establish this
system, we have not asked anyone for help.
We established the system through our own
efforts. However, the future of Syria is still
not clear. Kurds have to prepare for all sorts
of scenarios.

Rudaw: Why were some members of the
Kurdish Democratic Party in Syria (Al-
Parti) arrested?

Asia Abdulla: A group of them were detai-
ned for crossing the border. We have had
other groups that have crossed the border
and have not been arrested. But this group
was arrested by the Asayish (security appara-
tus). Asayish is not PYD. It is a a national
body and works to protect the nation. This
detained group had been trained militarily,
and tried to cross the border. Therefore,
Asayish had to do its job as a national and
state body.

Rudaw: Why is your party against other
Kurdish groups and organizations?

Asia Abdulla: No armed group has the right
to enter the West. We have no problems with
groups who fight the Syrian regime. But,
today there is no Syrian government pre-
sence in Afrin. Some parties -- in the name of
Kurdish struggle -- bring looters and bandits
to Afrin. Why do you bring these bandits to
the cities? If you are really concerned about

Asia Abdulla, the co-chair of the
Democratic Union Party (PYD).
Photo: Rudaw

the freedom of the Syrian people, then go
fight in Aleppo, Homs, and Damascus. We
are not against that. We, as a political force,
also oppose the same regime.

In Aleppo, the regime shells Kurdish neigh-
borhoods. In Afrin armed groups do this!
The people resist both the regime and the
armed groups. For us, there is no difference.
Interfering in the affairs of Western
Kurdistan is a red line that must not be cros-
sed. We will not allow any other force to
come to Western Kurdistan and rule us
again.

Rudaw: Some political parties accuse you
of signing some agreements with the
Syrian regime. What is your comment?

Asia Abdulla: We do not believe we need to
respond to certain political party leaders.
Our reply is our struggle in Western
Kurdistan. Those who constantly make state-
ments against PYD, why don’t they make
statements against those who interfere in our
region’s affairs?

The task of the National Council is not to
make statements. Their task is to protect, and
struggle with the people. The party leaders
must not make statements to the media.
Their goal must be defending and serving the
people.

Some parties have said, “The responsibility
now is just too much! We will not shoulder
these responsibilities. Let PYD take the res-
ponsibility, so that it will take the blame.”
We accept criticism, but we will continue our

PYD’s Asia Abdulla: ‘Kurds Have To Prepare
for all Sorts of Scenarios’

struggle.

Rudaw: It is said that the PYD has igno-
red the Erbil Agreement?

Asia Abdulla: 1 attended the Erbil
Agreement. At the end of the agreement,
when we had discussions there were diffe-
rent views. We agreed on a number of points.
One of them was defense matters. When
there is interference, they show no reaction.
We have our own stance on these matters.
We are in a revolution now.

A collective decision was made to avoid a
war-of-words through the media. Before the
decision, a statement would be made every
now and then. After the decision, now there
are three statements every now and then. We
can complain against them. However, when
we choose not to respond, let them not take
this wrongly: Our lack of response does not
mean they are right. In the Erbil Agreement,
we decided that the media war must stop. We
have stopped it on our part. They have not.

Rudaw: Why does the PYD not agree to a
joint military of Kurdish forces in Syria?

Asia Abdulla: Both councils signed an
agreement. They both agreed that there
should be only one army in Western
Kurdistan. The army was to be headed by an
expert committee and everyone had the right
to partake in the army. We do not accept any-
thing but this agreement.

Rudaw: Has the peace process in Turkey
in any way improved your relations with
Ankara?

Asia Abdulla: We have not had relations
with Turkey. Therefore, there cannot be
improvement in relations. We still do not
have relations with Turkey. However, the
process in Northern (Turkish) Kurdistan will
leave an impact on all Kurds, particularly
Kurds in Western Kurdistan. The situation in
Western Kurdistan will open a door on an
international level. As PYD, we will try to
have the High Commission participate in all
meetings abroad in order to strengthen the
political will in Western Kurdistan. ®
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In Taksim Square, Where
Are the Kurds?

by Jenna Krajeski
www.newyorker.com

ne evening last week, just before six,

members of the pro-Kurdish Peace
and Democracy Party (B.D.P.) gathered in
front of the high iron gates of Galatasaray
High School, in Istanbul. They planned to
march to Taksim Square, about half a mile
away, where they would join a mass of pro-
testers. In the square, a range of groups
have joined together against Prime
Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan, and their
political and ideological diversity has been
held as evidence of Erdogan’s sweeping
unpopularity. But, with some notable
exceptions, Kurds, usually Turkey’s most
robust anti-government protesters, had
been absent.

Kurds make up about twenty per cent of
the Turkish population, and are the coun-
try’s most organized dissenters. The B.D.P.
is a largely grassroots party, experienced in
quickly mobilizing large groups for
demonstrations. Kurds are accustomed to
police brutality, tear gas, unwarranted
arrest, and voicelessness. When 1 first saw
images from the protests in Istanbul—sil-
houettes in front of billows of tear gas and
police stacked like dams around protest-
ers—I thought of Diyarbakir, the city in
Turkey’s southeast that is the political
heart of what many Kurds hope will some-
day be an independent Kurdistan. The
police violence around Taksim Square
came as no surprise to anyone who knows
how demonstrations in Diyarbakir often
end. But this time, it wasn’t Kurds march-
ing.

Their absence was beginning to irk some
protesters. “They always look like they are
part of the leftist movement, but this shows
they have a different agenda,” Osman, a
government clerk, told me. “They protest
on the basis of ethnicity, but they are in
Turkey, too.” To protesters like Osman, the
pro-Kurdish party is beginning to look pro-
Erdogan. Many think that the Kurds ought
to realize the value of gaining support, and
sympathy, from the Turkish public in the
square.

Osman’s dismay reflects another reality:
the Gezi Park protesters need the Kurds.
“The lack of Kurdish participation weak-

ens the opposition,” Murat Somer, a pro-
fessor at Koc University, told me when we
met, later that evening, in Taksim Square.
“It weakens the democratization of the
protests... Kurds are the most organized
political group, and the least hierarchical.
They have a lot of experience. They have
seen first hand the iron fist of the state.”

At Galatasaray that evening, there were a
few Kurdish women in loose white head-
scarves. They are the Saturday Mothers, a
group that gathers once a week to protest
the disappearance of Kurdish detainees,
usually family members. In western
Turkey, they are seen as proponents of
Kurdish separatism; for many Turks, there
is little difference between peaceful
Kurdish protesters and groups like the
PK.K., which has a history of terrorism.
Osman told a story about a previous
Saturday Mothers protest in Istanbul: “Two
secular women walked past and said, ‘I
would kill them if I could.””

earby, two Kurdish men stood smo-

king cigarettes and holding yellow
B.D.P. flags. Later, others would set up a
small camp in Gezi Park that also had pic-
tures of Abdullah Ocalan, the founder of
the P.K K., who is in prison for his party’s
campaign of violence. One of them told me
that Kurds had waited to march because it
was a “sensitive period,” referring to
ongoing peace negotiations. But he had
seen nationalists in the square promoting
Ataturk, who Kurds consider an oppressor,
and it seemed important to come in order
“to show that they didn’t start the protest.”

Orhan Aslan, a young Kurdish restaurant
worker, was less conciliatory. “We don’t
trust the nationalists,” he told me. “They
are trying to make Kurdish people join the
protests, but we don’t feel like we are part
of it.” He spoke with pride; for the first

time, he felt Kurds had something that
Turks wanted. “If Kurdish people really
joined the protests, the government would
have a problem,” he said.

There is distrust on both sides. Even
though the B.D.P. has progressive views
(on the environment, and on the rights of
women, the L.G.B.T. community, and
minorities) that mirror those of Turkey’s
left wing, their association with the PX.K.
makes Turks nervous. Furthermore, secu-
lar Turks worry that, if the peace talks pro-
ceed, Erdogan’s religious party will get
stronger with Kurdish support. “People
feel threatened that, together, the A.K.P.
and the B.D.P. will dismantle
‘Turkishness,” ” Somer told me. “A lot of
people don’t know how to support both
Turkish identity and diversity.”

On Wednesday, a few hours before the
protest was scheduled to start, I visi-
ted the B.D.P. offices in Tarlabasi, a poor
neighborhood adjacent to Taksim. The
office is across a narrow street from a
police station, where gates protect armored
vehicles and riot police protect other riot
police from angry passersby. I talked to
Neyzat Yeziz, the office director. Yeziz was
joining the rally that evening, but not even
he was sure where the Kurds would collec-
tively end up. “Over the last ten years, the
government has tried to suppress many
sides of Turkey,” Yeziz said. “The only
group they couldn’t control were the
Kurds.”

Some Kurds are bitter that, throughout
years of media censorship and police bru-
tality aimed at Kurds, no one has protested
in their defense. Ramazan Tunc, an econo-
mist and co-founder of Diyarbakir’s
Mesopotamia Foundation, wrote to me in
an e-mail: “The Kurds faced gas bombs in
any democratic protest, but the people in
the west of Turkey did not hear the voice of
their brothers in the east or did not want to
hear.”

Perhaps the experience in Taksim Square
will change that, too. Osman, the govern-
ment clerk, for all his frustration with the
Kurds, suggested as much. He told me,
“Turks are now saying, ‘Who knows what
was actually going on in southeast
Turkey?’” m
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ENQUETE/KURDES

Trois meurtres et une piste turque

Qui a tué trois militantes kurdes du PKK, le 9 janvier, a Paris ? L'enquéte sur les traces du prin-
cipal suspect, un exilé au profil déroutant, méne de la Seine-Saint-Denis au coeur de I’Anatolie.
Et ravive le spectre d'un crime politique.

De notre envoyé spécial en Turquie Eric
Pelletier (avec Camélia Paugam-
Bougharbel (a Paris) et Burcin Gercek
(a Istanbul et a Ankara)
Ces voyages en train n'en finiront donc
jamais. A 54 ans, Sakine Cansiz les sup-
porte de moins en moins. "Peut-on vivre sans
air?", écrit-elle dans son journal intime, en
septembre 2012 alors qu'elle vient de
s'asseoir dans un wagon climatisé du Thalys.
La pasionaria de la cause kurde voyage
beaucoup, un jour en Allemagne, le lende-
main en France, ou en Suede. La monotonie
chaloupée de ces trajets la ramene a sa condi-
tion d'exilée.

Clest devenu un rituel. Sakine Cansiz ouvre
maintenant son carnet ivoire qui tient lieu de
fenétre ouverte sur le Kurdistan, aux confins
de la Turquie, de la Syrie, de 1Trak et de
I'Iran. Une région qu'elle réve de connaitre
autonome. "A chaque fois, que je sors ce
calepin, mon univers émotionnel, mon dme
et mon corps se retrouvent dans ces mon-
tagnes majestueuses, poursuit-elle.
L'insurrection gagne du terrain. ]'ai la nostal-
gie des attentes a l'ombre de ces maudits
drones."

Cette rousse au visage d'icone bizantine est
une héroine aux yeux de ses camarades. Pour
eux, son parcours est a jamais lié au conflit
qui les oppose aux autorités d'Ankara depuis
1984 (40 000 morts). Méme si elle a été
écartée des instances décisionnelles du Parti
des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK), Sakine
Cansiz fait partie des fondateurs de ce mou-
vement marxiste, considéré comme un mou-
vement terroriste par l'union européenne
depuis 2001. Son ardeur au combat, et onze
années de détention dans les gedles turques
(1979-1990), au cours desquelles elle aurait
eu la poitrine mutilée, lui conférent une indé-
niable aura. Une photo ne la montre-t-elle
pas en treillis, Kalachnikov a la main, au coté
du "leader tres solennel", le chef du PKK,
Abdullah Ocalan (1)?

Quand elle arrive a Paris, en provenance de
Belgique, au début de janvier 2013, Sakine
Cansiz sait que I'heure est historique pour sa
cause. Un processus de paix vient d'étre
annoncé avec le gouvernement islamo-con-
servateur turc, dirigé par Recep Tayyip
Erdogan. Pendant ces négociations, elle vient
régler en France une simple formalité: une

Apres le meurtre de trois militantes kurdes du PKK en janvier dernier, I'enquéte
fait craindre un crime politique. AFP PHOTO/BULENT KILIC

modification d'adresse sur son permis de
séjour. L'affaire de trois ou quatre jours.

Elle en profite pour voir des amis, notam-
ment Fidan Dogan, trentenaire au sourire
éclatant, chargée de communication. Fidan
passe pour une lobbyiste hors pair: le prési-
dent Francois Hollande, rencontré lorsqu'il
était premier secrétaire du Parti socialiste,
figure sur son carnet d'adresses. Le 9 janvier,
en fin de matinée, les deux femmes se retrou-
vent en compagnie d'une troisieme militante,
la jeune Leyla Soylemez, au 147, rue
Lafayette (Xe), pres de la gare du Nord. Au
premier étage de l'immeuble, un apparte-
ment de trois pieces abrite le Centre
d'information du Kurdistan, chargé de la
propagande du PKK en France. Ce mercredi
d'hiver, la porte cochére se referme sur ce qui
sera leur tombeau.

La nuit suivante, vers 1 h 45, des militants
inquiets de ne pas avoir de nouvelles,
montent les 22 marches qui séparent le rez-
de-chaussée du local, poussent la porte de
celui-ci et découvrent leurs corps sans vie,
autour de la table basse du salon. Fidan
Dogan porte sa doudoune et son écharpe.
Sakine Cansiz git pres de sa valise ouverte. A
l'intérieur : quelque 3000 euros. L'écran TV
affiche "No signal"... Sitot arrivés, les enqué-
teurs de la brigade criminelle font leurs pre-
mieres constatations dans une ambiance
sépulcrale. Dix coups de feu ont été tirés par
la méme arme, un 7.65, calibre rare
aujourd'hui. Chaque balle a atteint sa cible.
Faut-il y voir un signe? Fidan Dogan, la
porte-parole, a recu un projectile dans la
bouche. Les autres pieces sont "d'une
extréme propreté, notent les policiers. Rien

ne semble avoir été fouillé ou dérangé."
Détail troublant, trois tasses et un verre
sechent dans I'évier. Avaient-elles un invité?

lors que le drame suscite une émotion

considérable dans la diaspora, avec a la
clef une impressionnante manifestation gare
du Nord, un jeune homme timide se présente
quelques jours plus tard au siege de la police
judiciaire parisienne au 36, quai des orfevres:
Omer Giiney, 30 ans, ex-agent d'entretien a
l'aéroport Roissy-Charles-de-Gaulle, domici-
lié 2 La Courneuve (Seine-Saint-Denis). Bien
que turc de souche, il se dit sympathisant de
la cause kurde. Surtout, il affirme étre le der-
nier a avoir vu les victimes vivantes, le 9,
"vers midi". Vérification faite, il les connais-
sait bien et servait de chauffeur occasionnel a
Sakine Cansiz. La veille du drame, ils sont
méme allés ensemble retirer 1000 euros dans
une agence de la Poste, a Bobigny (Seine-
Saint-Denis). A I'en croire, la pasionaria était
en parfaite santé quand il a quitté
l'appartement de la rue Lafayette ; elle devait
se rendre, vers 13 h 30, Porte de la Chapelle,
pour profiter d'un covoiturage vers
I'Allemagne.

Les images de vidéosurveillance du quartier
esquissent un autre scénario. Si Giiney a bien
regagné sa voiture, une Peugeot 308 hors
d'age stationnée dans un parking souterrain
du quartier, il est ensuite revenu sur ses pas.
Entre 12 h 11 et 12 h 56, il se trouve dans
I'immeuble. Or ces quarante-cinq minutes
correspondent au créneau horaire des
meurtres établi par les enquéteurs... Mis en
garde a vue, le suspect s'empétre dans cette
chronologie poisseuse et crie au complot.
Pour lui, les images ont été trafiquées >
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> afin de l'impliquer dans "un grand jeu qui
consiste a tout mettre sur [son] dos".

Déroutant personnage... Tout en affichant
ses sympathies pro kurdes, il demande que
le consulat de...Turquie soit prévenu de sa
situation. Et surtout quand les enquéteurs
l'interrogent sur le mobile possible des
crimes, il évoque deux pistes embarrassantes
pour le PKK: un trafic d'armes, ou un regle-
ment de comptes interne (citant méme a ce
stade le nom d'un possible commanditaire).
Divers éléments concrets sont venus con-
forter les soupcons de la police, comme les
résidus de poudre relevés a l'intérieur de sa
sacoche en cuir. Selon une source judiciaire,
d'infimes traces de sang et de cellules
biologiques mélées - pouvant correspondre a
I'une des victimes - viennent d'étre décelées
sur sa parka militaire et sur une chaussure.

utre indice: un ticket de pressing, daté

du 11 janvier a 10h17, indique qu'il a fait
laver plusieurs de ses vétements a Villiers-le-
Bel (Val-d'Oise). "C'était un vendredi, se sou-
vient Sandrine, l'employée du commerce
interrogée par L'Express. Je n'ai pas remar-
qué de taches particulieres. Il m'a seulement
dit qu'il était un peu pressé." Omer Giiney
assure que ce nettoyage n'a rien a voir avec
les crimes. Il s'agissait, selon lui, d'étre pré-
sentable devant les "officiels" du PKK venus
en nombre a Paris pour rendre hommage
aux trois camarades assassinées.

Depuis 2012, Giiney habite a La Courneuve,
en Seine-Saint-Denis, ot il partage un
appartement avec deux colocataires kurdes.
L'un d'eux, interrogé par L'Express, évoque
le moment o1 ils ont été prévenus du drame,
par téléphone, dans la nuit du 9 au 10 janvi-
er. "Nous avons pris la voiture d'Omer,
raconte-t-il, et nous sommes partis sur place,
en état de choc. Omer était excité. Jamais il
ne nous a dit avoir vu les trois femmes dans
la journée. Cet homme-la n'a pas d'idéologie,
ni d'expérience, ni de conscience politique
kurde." Le portrait que ce témoin en dresse
est celui d'un trentenaire au comportement
étrange: sa sacoche, dans laquelle des traces
de poudre ont été relevées, ne le quitte
jamais ("Il s'en servait méme d'oreiller
lorsqu'il dormait dans le salon"), il a cinq ou
six téléphones portables, des couteaux,
plusieurs bombes lacrymogenes, une
cagoule militaire... Giiney, lui, ne conteste
pas sa passion pour les armes, mais il la met
sur le compte d'une forme d'atavisme. "C'est
notre culture. Je ne vais quand méme pas
aimer les poupées, confie-t-il au juge. Ce que
je voudrais avoir dans la vie? Une voiture,
une compagne et une arme..." Il réactualise
ainsi un antique dicton d'Asie centrale por-
tant sur 'honneur: "un cheval, une femme,
une arme". Un adage trés en vogue chez les
nationalistes turcs. Son compte Facebook
affiche une photo de lion, "aslan”" en turc,
symbole de puissance et, bizarrement, le
cliché d'un civil posant a I'avant un fourgon
de la police turc.

De gauche a droite, Sakine Cansiz, Fidan Dogan et Leyla Soylemez,
les trois militantes kurdes assassinées le 9 janvier 2013 a Paris.

Cinq mois ont passé depuis le triple meurtre.
Le jeune homme, détenu a la maison d'arrét
de Fresnes, continue de clamer son inno-
cence. Sa famille, soudée dans I'épreuve,
s'inquiéte pour sa santé. Les enquéteurs,
eux, cherchent toujours la preuve scien-
tifique irréfutable. Mais ils se heurtent a bien
des mysteres. Ainsi, une empreinte géné-
tique retrouvée sur une douille ne corre-
spond pas a Giiney mais a un homme non
identifié. Un complice? Le tireur? Pour le
savoir, peut-étre faut-il remonter dans le
temps, et tenter de reconstituer le parcours
du suspect.

Né en Turquie en 1982, arrivé en France neuf
ans plus tard, Omer Giiney passe 'essentiel
de son enfance et son adolescence avec sa
famille, en Seine-Saint-Denis, ot le pere
ouvre un petit restaurant. La suite est plus
floue. De 2003 a 2011, il vit en Allemagne, ott
il épouse une cousine, prénommée Serap. Le
couple habite alors a Bad Télz, une ville de
cure, située a une cinquantaine de kilo-
metres de Munich. Giiney, employé comme
soudeur dans une société locale, méne une
existence a priori sans histoire. Un respons-
able de la mosquée Mevlana, joint par
L'Express, le dépeint comme un fidele parmi
d'autres, plutét "effacé”, venu prier "10 a 15
fois". Un ex-collegue assure qu'il n'a jamais
milité pour la cause kurde, préférant au con-
traire se rapprocher des extrémistes turcs. En
2011, alors que son mariage vire au naufrage,
il divorce et regagne la région parisienne.
Cette "période allemande" apparait rétro-
spectivement comme un carrefour de sa vie,
intime bien siir, mais peut-étre aussi poli-
tique.

Ason retour en France, ses convictions
pro kurdes semblent en effet se révéler
d'un coup, créant des tensions avec son pere.
Le 18 novembre 2011, Omer Giiney
débarque a la Maison culturelle kurde de
Villiers-le-Bel, et prend une carte d'adhérent
(n° 325). Les militants locaux ne s'étonnent
pas de ses racines turques: les associations
satellites du PKK ne recrutent pas en fonc-
tion de considérations ethniques mais bien
politiques. "L'une des chefs du mouvement
était turque et non kurde", rappelle une
source judiciaire.

Sans pour autant revendiquer un role déci-
sionnel dans l'association, le nouvel arrivant
sait se rendre indispensable. Tout le monde
s'habitue a son regard sombre, a ses cheveux
en brosse, a ses costumes bon marché. Et
puis ses facilités en frangais sont bien utiles
pour les démarches administratives. En
2012, il participe a diverses manifestations a
Paris (occupation de la Tour Eiffel le 31
mars) ; en Allemagne (& Meinheim) ; aux
Pays-Bas (a Ellemeet, le 3 décembre).
Comme ses camarades, il est arrété, avant
d'étre relaché. "1l faisait le gars hyper timide,
discret et trés respectueux, assure Murat,
I'homme qui a donné I'alerte apres la décou-
verte des corps. Les jours suivants, il venait
sans arrét, tres serein.” Une militante va plus
loin en soulignant son air "tellement naif,
tellement pur". "Un peu comme un enfant de
choeur, vous comprenez?". Chose impens-
able pour un mouvement aussi militarisé
que le PKK, ce jeune homme, surgi de nulle
part, finit par se retrouver au c6té de l'icone
Sakine Cansiz lors de son passage a Paris du
mois de janvier 2013. Seul. Une faille de
sécurité énorme.

1 faut reconnaitre qu'il est difficile de déce-

ler en Giiney un as du double jeu. Un "pro"
de l'espionnage diffuserait-il des dizaines de
photos narcissiques sur Facebook? Il se mon-
tre aux Champs-Elysées, au Trocadéro,
devant une Ferrari, essayant des lunettes
Hugo Boss... A le découvrir ainsi, on finit
méme par s'interroger sur sa fragilité psy-
chologique. Une tumeur, logée derriere le
front, le tourmente depuis 2008, et grossit
parfois dans de telles proportions qu'elle lui
donne des allures de boxeur défait. Cette
maladie lui a également valu au moins une
hospitalisation en service psychiatrique
pour dépression, et 1'a contraint, en mai
2012, a quitter son emploi d'agent d'entretien
au terminal 1 de Roissy. En juillet de la
meéme année, ce patient est suivi a I'hopital
parisien Sainte-Anne, spécialisé en psychia-
trie. "Je voue ma vie a la cause kurde, résu-
mera Giiney. Ce que je fais me permet
d'oublier ma maladie." "Il est sujet a de fré-
quentes crises d'épilepsie, ajoute son avo-
cate, Me Anne-Sophie Laguens. Sa mémoire
immédiate est parfois défaillante. Les faits
qui lui sont reprochés n'apparaissent pas
cohérents avec sa personnalité." Face >
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> aux policiers, I'une de ses soeurs le pré-
sente comme "un pauvre bougre", victime
d'échecs scolaires et amoureux.

Ces portraits si antagonistes - un homme cal-
culateur pour les uns, perdu pour les autres -
conduisent a des hypotheses opposées. La
premiere est d'ordre privé, voire intime: il
aurait tué dans un accés de colere. Lui-méme
a d'ailleurs évoqué ses relations, parfois
ambigués, avec les militantes kurdes : "J'ai
trouvé que Leyla [la plus jeune des victimes,
NDLR] était belle, a-t-il déclaré lors d'une
audition. Son prénom est beau aussi. En
arabe et en turc, il signifie "amour”. Si elle
avait dit oui, j'aurais dit oui aussi. "Aurait-il
été lassé des humiliations? Un enquéteur
révele ainsi que Sakine Cansiz se montrait
"treés cassante" avec lui. Mais, dans ce cas,
pourquoi les supprimer toutes les trois?

La piste politique parait aujourd’hui la
plus plausible. "Ces meurtres sont inter-
venus six jours apres la premiere rencontre
entre nos élus et Ocalan, dans sa prison,
visant a mettre au point les modalités du
processus de paix, note la députée Meral
Danis Bestas, adjointe au président du BDP
(parti pro kurde). Ce triple assassinat est un
acte planifié, destiné a saboter le processus.
La France doit faire plus d'efforts pour résou-
dre I'énigme." A Bruxelles, o1 vivent de nom-
breux exilés, Ziibeyir Aydar, I'un des négo-
ciateurs du processus de paix avorté de 2008-
2011, nous certifie avoir été avisé par un ser-
vice de renseignement occidental que "des
équipes de tueurs cherchaient a éliminer des
cadres du PKK". Il se garde de désigner 1'Etat
qui aurait armé ces assassins. Mais pour bon
nombre de responsables du PKK, cela ne fait
aucun doute: les Turcs sont a la manoeuvre.
"Une main négocie quand l'autre tue",
disent-ils. Sakine Cansiz n'écrivait-elle pas,
dans son journal intime, que le Premier
ministre turc Erdogan était un "maitre en art
de la diversion”" et un "menteur hors pair"?
L'avocat parisien Antoine Comte, partie
civile pour la famille de Fidan Dogan,
s'emporte contre ce qu'il considére comme
une certaine passivité francaise: "Depuis
l'affaire Ben Barka, il existe un permis de tuer
des opposants dées lors qu'apparaissent en
arriere-plan des Etats alliés, avec lesquels
Paris entretient des liens particuliers, poli-
tiques ou économiques. Cela n'a jamais cessé.
Basques, Palestiniens, et maintenant
Kurdes... Il ne s'agit évidemment pas de
complicité. Mais va-t-on continuer dans cette
voie? Va-t-on continuer a fermer les yeux?"

Reste a savoir quel intérét aurait eu le princi-
pal service de renseignement turc, le MIT, a
faire capoter une négociation dont Erdogan
lI'a justement chargé. A l'inverse, les Turcs
dénoncent un réglement de comptes interne
au PKK. Il est vrai que la guérilla ne
s'embarrasse pas d'entretien préalable au
licenciement. Ainsi, le propre époux de
Sakine Cansiz fut exécuté par le mouvement
en 1991. Elle-méme, soupgonnée de dévia-
tionnisme, dat se fendre d'une autocritique

dans le plus pur style stalinien. Dans les
mois précédant sa mort, elle s'en tenait a la
ligne majoritaire, celle de la négociation. "Il y
a bien des divergences au sein du PKK,
reconnait le chercheur Etyen Mahcupyan,
Mais méme ceux qui doutent se rangent,
pour l'instant, derriere 6calan.”

La situation d'extréme tension qui a suivi les
événements parisiens de janvier 2013 a alar-
mé le politologue Ali Bayramoglu, 1'un des
"sages" en charge du processus de paix.
"Dans les deux camps, on a tenté
d'instrumentaliser ce drame mais, depuis,
chacun a fait preuve de mesure, et le proces-
sus s'est poursuivi”, remarque-t-il.

Et si les responsables n'étaient pas des
acteurs de ces négociations? Ce qu'on
appelle en Turquie 1"'Etat profond", alliance
d'intéréts ultra nationalistes et mafieux,
opposée a toute idée de discussion, a pu
s'inviter dans cette danse macabre. Sans
compter les services étrangers, iraniens par
exemple, intéressés a la question du
Kurdistan. Ainsi, un courriel étrange est
venu confirmer 1'écho international de ce
fait-divers, le dimanche 20 janvier. Alors que
Gliney est encore en garde a vue, un message
parvient a la préfecture de police de Paris. Le
rédacteur, censé habiter en Allemagne,
affirme que le suspect est un agent turc et
qu'il a passé trois jours en Turquie, ot il a
recu l'ordre de tuer des chefs du PKK. Les
recherches sur 1'origine du courriel ajoutent a
la perplexité des enquéteurs: l'adresse de
I'ordinateur conduit...en Iran.

liney, pour sa part, conservait surtout de

forts liens avec la Turquie. Malgré des
moyens financiers limités, il y a séjourné
neuf fois au cours de la seule année 2012.
Pour reconstituer son parcours, les enqué-
teurs disposent d'une piece essentielle: son
passeport, délivré le 24 aotit 2012 a Ankara.
Pour le retrouver, ils ont di désosser sa
Peugeot 308: le document avait été
caché...derriere la console de 'autoradio. Un
premier examen de la voiture n'avait rien
révélé. A en croire les tampons, Omer Giiney
a effectué trois voyages a Istanbul en 2012,
un en été (vraisemblablement entre le 22 et le
31 aofit), un a I'automne (ler-3 octobre) et un
en hiver (probablement du 18 au 21 décem-
bre), soit un retour trois semaines avant les
assassinats. "Je voulais trouver une épouse”,
assure-t-il, évoquant la coutume ancestrale
des alliances entre familles. Mais dans son
entourage proche, peu de gens connaissent
l'existence ces allers-et-retours.

Le procureur antiterroriste d'Ankara
aimerait savoir qui le suspect a rencontré lors
de brefs séjours. C'est pourquoi il a ouvert
une enquéte. Les investigations auraient déja
permis d'établir qu'en aotit 2012, Giiney est
descendu dans un hotel 4 étoiles de la capi-
tale, a 54 euros la nuit, le Best Western 2000.
Le responsable de la réception nous le con-
firme & demi-mot, répétant en boucle: "C'est
une affaire qui doit étre discutée avec les

avocats du groupe." Malheureusement, le
systeme de vidéo surveillance de 1'hotel,
braqué en permanence sur la facade de cet
immeuble de pierre rouge et de verre bleuté,
n'est d'aucun secours: le stockage des images
est limité dans le temps. Seules les caméras
des aéroports gardent en mémoire les
arrivées de Gliney. "Il est seul, portant un
simple sac de sport", précise une source
turque ayant eu acces a ces enregistrements.
Dans la presse, le procureur d'Ankara a lais-
sé filtrer son irritation devant le manque de
coopération de ses homologues francais.
Apres avoir longuement réservé sa réponse,
il a refusé de rencontrer L'Express. Coté turc
aussi, la transparence a des limites.

e Paris a Istanbul, en passant par

Munich, tout ramene donc a Omer
Giliney. Sa trace conduit méme dans la
Turquie profonde, au village de son enfance.
Une route droite et plane comme une piste
d'aviation, dessert Polatpasa et sa douzaine
de maisons, au coeur du plateau anatolien, a
pres de 1 000 kilometres d'Istanbul, a égale
distance de la Mer Noire, au Nord, et de la
Méditerranée, au sud. Une sorte de nombril
géographique de la Turquie, ouvert aux qua-
tre vents, mais rétif aux influences exté-
rieures. A la naissance du pere d'Omer
Giiney, en 1955, le hameau portait encore le
nom de Tuzla. Depuis l'intervention militaire
turque a Chypre, en 1974, il a été rebaptisé en
hommage a un officier méritant, un enfant
du pays. Lors des législatives de 2011, la cir-
conscription a plébiscité (plus de 61 % des
voix) 'AKP, le parti islamiste conservateur
du Premier ministre. Les ultranationalistes
du MHFP, les "loups gris", y réalisent eux
aussi de bons scores. Autant dire que per-
sonne, dans les parages, ne soutient la rébel-
lion kurde.

Dans un virage hérissé de peupliers, voici la
maison d'un cousin des Giiney. Sourcils et
pantalon froncés, ce retraité n'est guere
enchanté de nous voir. Dans cette région ott
le voyageur est roi, il interrompt cependant
son travail au champ pour saluer I'étranger.
"Nous sommes une famille honnéte, nation-
aliste, qui a donné naissance a plusieurs mil-
itaires, rappelle-t-il d'emblée. Quant a8 Omer,
je ne connais rien de ses opinions.” "Il a été
piégé", croit savoir son épouse. Devant cette
agitation inhabituelle qui fait méme jaser les
pintades, le chef de village arrive a la
rescousse sur sa mobylette. Apres s'étre
assuré de notre identité, il jure qu'on n'a
"jamais entendu parler d'un assassin dans
cette famille aussi loin que remonte la
mémoire". Les habitants de Polatpasa
aimeraient rester a distance d'une affaire
dont les secrets dorment bien loin de chez
eux: derriere une porte cochére du 147, rue
Lafayette. m

(1) Arrété en 1999, Abdullah Ocalan est
incarcéré sur 1'ile-prison d'Imrali, face a Istanbul,
en mer de Marmara.
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Kurdistan to Maliki - your
last (last) chance?

By Bashdar Pusho Ismaeel
www.kurdishglobe.net

s Iraqi Prime Minister
Nouri al-Maliki landed in

Erbil to chair a rare but
symbolic meeting of the Iraqi
cabinet in the Kurdish capital and
discuss a number of issues with
the Kurdish leadership, expecta-
tions appeared high.

As Iraqi Prime Minister
Nouri al-Maliki landed in Erbil
to chair a rare but symbolic
meeting of the Iraqi cabinet in
the Kurdish capital and discuss
a number of issues with the
Kurdish leadership, expecta-
tions appeared high.

However, Maliki has shown
political ~shrewdness when
backed against a corner in the
past, making concessions, stri-
king agreements, renewing pro-
mises and proposing commit-
tees when the heat has been on,
only to prove that rhetoric pre-
vailed over real action and prac-
tical steps.

A delegation to Baghdad led
by Kurdistan Regional
Government (KRG) Prime
Minister Nechirvan Barzani in
May culminated in a decision to
form seven committees all gea-
red towards addressing specific
issues between Kurdistan and
Baghdad which also ended the
boycott of Kurdish MPs in
Baghdad.

The committees, to be
directly by Maliki and Barzani,
include ones to oversee reviews
of the federal budget, draft oil
and gas law, article 140 and
overseeing of parliamentary
work and Baghdad and Erbil

relations.

Kurdistan Massaud Barzani
emphasized that the latest round
of negotiations are a final
chance and that Kurdistan will
be forced to seek a "new form of
relations” with the central
government in Baghdad if
negotiations fail to resolve key
disputes.

The issues between the
KRG and Baghdad have
become so deep-rooted, cyclic
and predictable that it is hard to
see why this time around will be
any different.

The Kurdistan leadership
has played a role in reaching the
current predicament and the
lack of progress on historic
issues such as disputed terroto-
ries. KRG has rubber-stamped
two terms of power for Maliki
in return for strategic partner-
ships.

Yet several years since the
first Iraqi elections and over 10
years since the liberation of
Iraq, the strategic agreements
have not been fully implemen-
ted and if anything disputes

Kurdistan
Regional
Government
President
Massoud
Barzani shakes
hand with
Iraq’s Prime
Minister Nuri
al-Maliki dur-
ing his visit to
the capital
Erbil on
Sunday June 9.

have become more protracted,
entrenched and distant from
resolution. Kurdistan should
have given a ?last chance? to
Maliki and Baghdad many
years ago.

Maliki was accused of cen-
tralist tendencies, inciting secta-
rian tensions and foot-dragging
on constitutional implementa-
tion in his first term of power,
never mind the second term (or
even in a third term if he gets
his way).

The relations between Erbil
and Baghdad have been shrou-
ded by formation of commit-
tees, agreements and political
road-maps. But how many more
meetings and committees do the
Kurd want to participate in?

Kirkuk and disputed territo-
ries is a prime example.

It is understandable if there
are technical delays to imple-
menting complex constitutional
articles. But should there be a
delay of several months or 6
years? And since there were
delays, any sincere government
would adopt a plan to meet its

legal obligations in the quickest
possible time.

This is the same for hydro-
carbon law which has gathered
dust since 2007, status of
Peshermrga forces, national
budget etc. In the case of
Kirkuk, even a national census,
delayed on so many occasions,
would have at least marked one
achievement. Even that has
been sidelined as Baghdad
knows it would serve as a de-
facto referendum on disputed
territories.

Now is the time for practical
steps and firm timelines for
implementation of issues by the
Kurdistan leadership. Until
Baghdad resolves disputed ter-
ritories, KRG and Peshmerga
forces have the right to jointly
govern and control these
regions.

The bitter Sunni protests
and the latest cycle of sectarian
violence has redrawn sharp
lines between Shiites and Sunni
and coupled with sectarian
polarisation in the wider region,
may prove to be even greater
than peaks reached in 2007.

Maliki can ill-afford to carry
on antagonising ever corner of
Iraq (including his own Shiite
alliance) and for Iraqi Kurds the
time is ripe to seek real conces-
sions. If Baghdad refused to
succumb to Kurdish demands
when it is at its knees, it will
never implement agreements at
its peak.

The recent provincial elec-
tions only served to highlight
the deepening polarisation of
the county and weak political
picture. Forming a new govern-
ment and choosing a Prime
Minister after elections in 2014
will prove as daunting as ever. O
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By BASSEM MROUE
The Associated Press

EIRUT — Taking advantage of the chaos

of the civil war, Syria's Kurdish minority
has carved out a once unthinkable degree of
independence in their areas, creating their own
police forces, even their own license plates, and
exuberantly going public with their language
and culture.

But by pursuing their own path distinct
from both the opposition and the regime,
they are also colliding with Sunni rebels,
who have increasingly clashed with Kurdish
militiamen. Rebels have besieged a pocket
of Kurdish towns and villages in the mainly
Sunni Arab corner of northwest Syria for
weeks, leading to reports of shortages of
food and medicine.

The fighting threatens to expand into an
ethnic war between Kurds and Arabs,
adding another layer to the potent mix of
fighters and conflicts in a brutal civil war
that, according to the United Nations, has
already killed 93,000 people. The ethnic
tensions come on top of virulent sectarian
hatreds between pro-rebel Sunnis and pro-
regime Alawites and Shiites that have spira-
led amid the fight for power.

Kurds are the largest ethnic minority in
Syria, making up more than 10 percent of
the country's 23 million people. They are
centered in the poor northeastern regions of
Hassakeh and Qamishli, wedged between
the borders of Turkey and Iraq. The capital
Damascus and Syria's largest city, Aleppo,
also have several predominantly Kurdish
neighborhoods.

Long put down by President Bashar
Assad's regime, the Kurds are now exulting
in the new, de facto autonomy that they sei-
zed. As the fighting intensified last summer,
particularly in the northern province of
Aleppo, Assad's forces were stretched thin
and pulled back from mainly Kurdish towns
and villages near the Turkish border, ceding
de facto control to armed Kurdish fighters.

Over the past year, some Kurds began
openly calling for an officially autonomous
region in Syria similar to that of northern
Iraq.

Vehicles sporting license plates reading
"Rojava  Kurdistan,” or "western
Kurdistan," have become more common.
Kurdish red, green and white flags with a
sun in the middle — the same flag flown in
Iraqi Kurdistan — fly over homes and public
offices. A local police force known
"Asayish," whose members include women,
have taken over security in the areas aban-
doned last year by Assad's forces.

Kurds now study their own language
and cultural heritage in schools. Under
Assad, Kurds have not been allowed to

Kurds fight for place in
Syrian civil war

In this Sunday, March 3, 2013 file
photo, Kurdish female members of
the Popular Protection Units stand
guard at a check point near the north-
eastern city of Qamishli, Syria.

openly teach their language or celebrate
their New Year, or Nowruz, and Kurdish
activists were routinely jailed.

"There was a political vacaum and it
was filled," said Mustafa Osso, secretary
general of the Azadi Kurdish Party in Syria
and a senior member with the National
Kurdish Council, an umbrella to 15 groups.

"A future Syria should be democratic,
pluralist and cannot be ruled by a central
government any more. We want to propose
a political program that Syria be a federal
state like Iraq,” he told The Associated
Press.

But Kurdish gunmen and rebels have
fought several pitched battles over the past
months.

Since late last month, rebels have laid
siege to a predominantly Kurdish pocket
around the town of Afrin, northwest of the
city of Aleppo.

In a statement Monday, the Britain-
based Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights warned of shortages of food, milk
and medicine in the Afrin area. It said hos-
pitals in the area are concerned about the

In this Monday, Feb. 26, 2013 file
photo, a boy carries a Kurdish flag as
he and others hold toy guns on a street
in Ras al-Ayn, Syria.

spread of tuberculosis because of a lack of
medicines. The Afrin region, halfway bet-
ween Aleppo and the Turkish border, has a
population of more than half a million,
along with more than 200,000 Syrians who
fled there from fighting elsewhere, said the
Observatory, an anti-regime group that has
a network of activists on the ground.

The Afrin assault began when rebels
wanted to pass through it to attack the pre-
dominantly Shiite villages of Nubul and
Zahra, controlled by Assad loyalists, the
head of the Observatory, Rami Abdul-
Rahman, said. After Kurdish groups refu-
sed, rebels attacked Kurdish checkpoints
and laid siege, beginning May 25.

Dozens have been killed on both sides in
the clashes since, he said. Kurdish groups in
the area are mostly secular, while the rebels
in the northern regions are made up of
Muslim extremists, including al-Qaida-lin-
ked Jabhat al-Nusra.

"There is no trust between the two
sides," Abdul-Rahman told The Associated
Press. "There are efforts taking place to pre-
vent a bigger war that could burn the
region."

The fighting reflects in part the Kurds'
complicated response to Assad and the
uprising against him. When the revolt
began in March 2011, some Kurds joined in
the peaceful protests against his rule.

Assad also tried to keep the community
on his side by ceding ground on a major
Kurdish demand, granting citizenship to
some 200,000 Kurds who were registered
as aliens before. The Kurds long complai-
ned of discrimination, and many of them
were denied citizenship, making it difficult
for them to find work or enroll in the state-
run education system.

Kurds' suspicion of the opposition —
increasingly dominated by Islamist fighters
— kept many on the fence, much like mem-
bers of other minorities like Christians.
Fearing the future if Assad's secular regime
collapses, Kurds have not thrown them-
selves into the armed uprising — beyond
carving out their own interests.

The Kurds are also hampered by their
own divisions among multiple factions, one
of which is accused of openly siding with
Assad's regime. Some Kurds say that the
pro-government militia of the Kurdish
Democratic Union Party, or PYD, is indi-
rectly enforcing Assad's rule in several
Kurdish areas it took over last year.

PYD, Syria's most powerful Kurdish
group, is affiliated with the PKX, rebels who
were fighting for autonomy in Kurdish-
dominated southeastern Turkey.

The clashes between the two sides have
involved PYD militiamen and extremist
rebels, and the exiled opposition accuses
the regime of stoking the tensions.

"The regime wants a sectarian war bet-
ween Alawites and Sunnis and an ethnic
war between Arabs and Kurds so that it
appears to be everyone's protector and = =
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= to say that the substitute (to the regime)
would be chaos and infighting," said
Abdelbaset Sieda, a senior Kurdish mem-
ber of the main Western-backed opposition
Syrian National Coalition.

"We are in contact with all parties to
calm the situation and to consolidate all
efforts against the regime," Sieda said.

The tension first began last summer
when rebels captured several neighbo-
rhoods in the city of Aleppo. When the
rebels reached the predominantly Kurdish
neighborhood of Achrafieh, PYD members
controlling the district told them not to
enter.

Some rebels accused the PYD of being
collaborators with the regime. The Kurds
accused the Arab rebels of wanting to
dominate their neighborhood.

The friction in Achrafieh was followed

by clashes in Afrin, Tel Abyad, Hassakeh,
Qamishli, Ras al-Ayn and Tel Tamr near
the border with Turkey. The two sides cla-
shed in Ras al-Ayn for three months until a
cease-fire was reached in February.

Kaniwar Ayani, 28, an activist in Ras al-
Ayn, said hard-line Islamist rebel factions
are seeking to dominate the Kurds. When
rebels entered the town, they prevented
residents from raising any flag other than
the militants' black banner with Islamic
slogans, he said. When they went on
mosque loudspeakers to demand Kurdish
fighters surrender, the Kurds decided to
stand up against them.

"The Islamic groups entered Ras al-Ayn
to liberate it but they stayed to impose their
will," Ayani said.

Many in the opposition react to
Kurdish demands much like the Assad

regime always has. They see the demands
for autonomy — or even for greater rights
— as an attempt to split the country. One
point of friction is also control of oil fields
in Hassakeh, especially the Rumailan field,
currently held by Kurdish gunmen.

Kurdish autonomy in post-Assad Syria,
similar to the Iraqi model, could strengthen
long-standing demands for an independent
homeland for the more than 25 million
Kurds in parts of Turkey, Iran, Syria and
Iraq.

"As Kurds, we have a right that we have
been deprived from for decades. I frankly
dream of a Kurdish state," said university
student Shayar Aziz, 24, from the Kurdish
town of Amouda.

16 June 2013

Kurdish Vote Contributes
to Rouhani’s Victory in

by RUDAW
rudaw.net

RBIL, Kurdistan Region — Kurdish

voters contributed to the victory of
Hassan Rouhani in Iran, the only candidate
in the presidential election who promised
to work for minority rights and help the
return of Iranian Kurds living abroad.

Kurdish activists said that they had
encouraged Kurds to vote for Rouhani,
64. He won many votes in the major
Kurdish-Iranian cities of Kermanshah,
Urumiyeh and Mahabad.

Rouhani’s campaign teams were visi-
bly seen on the streets in Kurdish cities,
openly encouraging people to vote for
their candidate.

Rouhani who won the votes of more
than 70 percent of 50 million eligible
voters, had said during his campaign that,
if elected, he would ensure cultural and
language rights of minority groups.

Five of the presidential candidates

Many Kurds
in
Kermanshah
voted for
reformist
candidate
Hassan
Rouhani.
Photo: ISNA

visited Iran’s largest Kurdish

warmest welcome.

During his visit, while rejecting Iran’s
current foreign policy and promising
friendly relations with the outside world,
Rouhani also said that as president he will
work to facilitate the return to Iran of

Kurds who live abroad.

But some Iranian Kurdish leaders
were skeptical of the elections in general.
In an interview with BBC Arabic, Khalid
Azizi, secretary general of the Kurdistan
Democratic Party of Iran (KDPI) said that
the elections and their outcome would not

change anything for the people of Iran.

“These elections aren’t about human

city
Sanandaj (Sina), but Rouhani received the

and religious groups do not enjoy any reli-
gious or political rights.

“The Iranian constitution does not
recognize these groups and discriminates
against some of them,” he added.

Meanwhile, a number of Kurds who
registered for the local elections were dis-
qualified by the authorities: Out of 191
candidates in Urumiyeh, only eight were
Kurds.

But some of those who managed to get
through the vetting process did manage to
form joint blocs to run in the local elec-
tions, and their posters adorned streets and
public places in Kurdish cities and vil-
lages.

In the city of Naghada, where Kurds
and Azeri Turks live, only eight of the 30
approved candidates were Kurds.

To increase their chances of winning
the city’s nine seats, the eight Kurdish
candidates ran on a joint list.

Naghada’s MP in the Iranian parlia-
ment said that the authorities had initially
allowed only three Kurdish candidates,
but his efforts in parliament had convin-
ced the country’s election authorities to
allow five more Kurdish candidates into
the race.

Many Iranian Kurds residing in the
Kurdistan Region headed to four special
polling stations set up by the Iranian
consulate to cast their votes.

One such station was in the Soran
city’s youth center where Iranian workers
and businessmen lined up to cast their
vote to their preferred candidate.

Muhsin Bawafa, head of the station
told Rudaw that the station was opened

rights or the rights of the Iranian people,”
he said. “It is a way for the Iranian regime
to come out of its own crisis. People par-
ticipate only to find a solution for the eco-
nomic crisis the regime has got them
into.”

Khalidi said that Iran’s many ethnic

for nearly 400 Iranian families who live in
the Soran area. He said more than 1,000
Iranian families were living across the

Kurdistan Region. m
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Henri J. Barkey

he Obama’s administration’s recent

announcement that it would start
arming the Syrian rebels—the right
ones—looks like a sign of desperation.
This is especially true because it followed
a White House announcement that 100-
150 Syrians had been killed because of
the regime’s use of chemical weapons.
The president’s earlier declaration that
the use of chemical weapons would cross
a “red line” forced the White House to
act.
The irony is that the administration has
been deeply involved in the delivery of
arms to rebels, most of which cross into
Syria through Turkey or Jordan, both
close U.S. allies. The problem with the
White House announcement, therefore, is
that it appears to be a half-hearted, half-
baked idea—clearly not a first choice. It
does not seem to be part of an overall
strategy towards Syria, unless one wants
to interpret it as a “diplomatic” move des-
igned to strengthen the stature of the
Syrian opposition in advance of the
nonexistent ~ Geneva  negotiations.
Considering all the firepower and help
from Iran, Hezbollah and Russia the
regime has at its disposal, this attempt
diminishes the White House’s standing
and does little to help the rebels.
Moreover, it also makes the administra-
tion look as if it is flailing; why respond
to one hundred deaths and not to the
almost one hundred thousand already kil-
led?

In reality, the White House announce-
ment is nothing more than an attempt to
inject some element of resolve into an
opposition that has been battered of late,
with the fall of Qusayr following the

Obama Flails on Syria

intervention by Hezbollah.

These lines are not being written by
someone who favors a U.S. intervention
in Syria. Quite on the contrary. I strongly
believe that the United States should stay
out of Syria unless there is an internatio-
nal consensus expressed through the UN
Security Council or our regional allies
take the lead and ask for our help.

The administration has to date wisely
resisted calls from various quarters, both
domestic and international, to establish
either safe havens or a no-fly zone in
Syria. Both would have required exten-
sive and continuous application of U.S.
firepower resulting in casualties, inclu-
ding many innocent ones. It is not clear
that either choice would necessarily bring
down a regime whose supporters believe
they are fighting for dear life and there-
fore are willing to visit untold damage
and violence on their own country. The
Iraq experience also demonstrated that a
regime can live with a no-fly zone indefi-
nitely. Once committed to this, the expec-
tation would be that the United States
would have to finish the job and thus
engage the U.S. military in another war in
another Muslim country, with no help
from anyone else.

There are other problems with this
announcement. Washington was already
knee-deep in both Turkey and Jordan,
working with their respective security
establishments’ programs with the Syrian
rebels. Both Turkey and Jordan have
made it clear that they want the United
States to intervene in Syria; though regio-
nal powers most directly affected by the
Syrian uprising, they have been generous
with humanitarian assistance and have
also helped the rebels. But they have also
elected to rely on America to deliver
them from Assad.

Recent events in Turkey have made the
situation even more complicated for the
Obama administration. The harsh police
intervention against the peaceful demons-
trators and especially the anti-Western
rhetoric emanating from Turkish leaders
and their associates in the press and
elsewhere have cast doubts on the reliabi-
lity—and perhaps even on the close-
ness—of the two administrations.
Severely criticizing Prime Minister
Recep Tayyip Erdogan risks the latter’s
wrath at a time when the AKP govern-

ment finds itself for the first time off
balance and unsure of itself. On the other
hand, not criticizing the Turkish govern-
ment, especially in light of the conspira-
torial invective stemming from it, would
make the White House look diminished.
Either way, the Turks may decide, despite
American wishes to the contrary, to conti-
nue, in collaboration with the Qataris, to
support fundamentalist fighters such as
Jabhat al-Nusra, as they are the ones who
can really fight.

What are we left with? The new policy is
limited in what it can materially provide
the rebels. Arms have a tendency to be
shared on the battlefield and no one
wants sophisticated weaponry to fall into
the hands of vicious, Jabhat al-Nusra-
type fighters. Clearly the new policy will
not make much of a difference against
seasoned Hezbollah fighters. The only
thing that could help somewhat is intelli-
gence sharing with the rebels to alert
them of Syrian and Hezbollahi troop
movements so they are not caught by sur-
prise.

The White House has to view its Syrian
policy through the prism of all its ele-
ments: Iran, which has elected a new and
promising president; Iraq, where the
repercussions of the Syrian crisis are felt
most intensely; the peace process, preci-
sely because (Benjamin Netanyahu not-
withstanding) this is a moment of oppor-
tunity; and Turkey, where Erdogan needs
help to stabilize his wobbly administra-
tion.

The Syrian crisis is one big event. Little
steps like those announced over the
weekend are not what is needed. The
administration should clearly state its
objectives, elucidating what it is willing
and unwilling to do—and under what
conditions is it willing to take action,
diplomatic or military.

Henri J. Barkey is a professor of inter-
national relations at Lehigh University.
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The PKK’s tentative
peace with Turkey

By Jake Hess

Murat Karayilan's mustached face sou-
ed as he read from the daily intelligence
report prepared by his field commanders in
the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK), the
rebel group that has fought Turkey since
1984.

?ANDIL MOUNTAINS, IRAQ --
I

The Turkish army is flying Cobra attack hel-
icopters even as PKK guerrillas withdraw
from Turkey to camps in northern Iraq, the
report said. U.S. drones still buzz over the
PKK's mountain strongholds. Turkish mili-
tary operations continue near the Iraqi bor-
der, the militants have written.

Karayilan, chairman of the executive coun-
cil of the Kurdistan Communities Union
(KCK), the umbrella formation that encom-
passes the PKK, denounced these and other
"provocations," but insisted they will not
upset the tentative peace process with
Ankara as long as there are no attacks. The
PKK's broad popular support and impene-
trable mountain fortress on the Iraqi border
with Iran offer it the choice of continuing
the insurgency. But Karayilan sees the
PKK's future in the cities of Turkey, not the
rebel hideouts he has waged war from for
almost 30 years.

"If Turkey carries out reforms, if the process
is successful, our goal is to be legal and law-
ful, not illegal in the mountains," Karayilan
told Foreign Policy in an interview at a PKK
safe house in the Qandil Mountains.

Some 40,000 people have been killed in the
conflict, most of them Kurds. The PKK
abandoned its original goal of establishing
an independent Kurdish state in the 1990s.
It now officially backs a negotiated settle-
ment based on Kurdish rights and some
form of autonomy within Turkey's existing
borders.

Talks between Turkey and jailed PKK leader
Abdullah Ocalan resumed in fall 2012 fol-
lowing months of bloody fighting and a dra-
matic hunger strike by thousands of
Kurdish political prisoners. Both sides have
honored a cease-fire, and the PKK started
pulling back its fighters in May. Karayilan
said they are all "on their way" to Qandil,
where guerrillas shelter in oddly pictur-
esque tent camps nestled in lush valleys.

"We have fulfilled our duties in the first
stage of the process. If the Turkish govern-
ment and state want to solve the Kurdish
issue, they should do what is required of
them," Karayilan said. "The ball is in

Ankara's court. The two or three months
ahead are very important.”

The portly rebel rattled off a list of reforms
when asked what he expects from Turkey in
the next phase of the process. "There are
things that needed to be done for Turkey's
democratization prior to now but weren't,
unfortunately,” he said. First on the list:
release the "thousands" of Kurdish politi-
cians, activists, and intellectuals impris-
oned on terrorism charges.

Next is a series of legislative changes the
government could enact without amending
the constitution -- "road cleaning," in
Karayilan's words. This includes revision of
Turkey's notorious Anti-Terror Law, which
has been used to punish nonviolent dissent,
and reduction of the 10 percent electoral
threshold, which has hindered representa-
tion of Kurds in Turkey's parliament. "If the
government wishes, it can do all of this right
away. The fact that it has not done so is
thought-provoking," Karayilan said.

But Karayilan was pragmatic, refusing to
describe any of these as "red lines" or mini-
mum requirements for the PKK's continued
participation in the peace process. Nor did
he try to set a deadline for moves by the
government. "It's possible that not all of our
goals will be immediately realized in the
current solution process," he said. "If the
political path is opened to us, we can
achieve our aims through political means."

In Karayilan's ideal scenario, the PKK's
focus will eventually shift from armed to
cultural insurrection. He said that a future,
legal PKK will leave the electoral realm to
the pro-Kurdish Peace and Democracy
Party (BDP). "The PKK aims to shape socie-
ty, not rule over it. It will carry out various
projects to bring society to a higher level.
The PKK will open academies, carry out cul-
tural and philosophical activities, do ideo-
logical work, raise social consciousness."

Will they return to violence if the peace
process falls apart? "There's a possibility.
We hope there will be no need for that, but
if there's a real collapse, we will, of course,
defend ourselves."

The last round of Turkey-PKK dialogue took
place from 2008 to 2011. Following
exploratory contacts mediated by an
unknown international guarantor, parallel
sets of talks convened in Oslo, where
Turkish intelligence officials held meetings
with a KCK delegation, at Imrali prison,
where Ocalan is serving a life sentence.

The Kurdish side submitted three protocols
for a settlement to the Turkish government
in May 2011. It also provided detailed pro-
posals for a new constitution. Karayilan
asserted that the government has never
"put them into practice nor rejected them"
or submitted written proposals of its own.
Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan later
said Turkey cut off the talks due to "insin-
cerity in communication."

There is little indication that Turkey was
ever sincere about reaching a negotiated
settlement with the PKK. It detained or
arrested thousands of Kurdish politicians
during the Oslo years. Military assaults on
the guerrillas continued. In 2009, the ruling
Justice and Development Party (AKP)
launched an "opening" that quickly closed
with few results. In a diplomatic cable,
Doug Silliman, Deputy Chief of Mission at
the U.S. Embassy in Turkey from 2008 to
2011, said Turkish security officials repeat-
edly described the government's goal for its
"opening" as isolating and defeatining the
PKK's leadership through a mixture of
reform and repression.

A{)lkara moved to get Washington on
oard with this approach. Ray Odierno,
then the top commander of U.S. forces in
Iraq, began preparing a common anti-PKK
"action plan" with Turkey in February 2010.
Odierno described "isolating the true [PKK]
ideologues and rendering them ineffective"
as a goal. Turkey presented the United
States with two of its own plans it hoped
Washington would incorporate into the
final. The first aimed at "termination of the
armed presence of the [PKK] terrorist orga-
nization in Northern Iraq as soon as possi-
ble" by disrupting its logistics and commu-
nications. The second outlined steps Ankara
expected the Kurdistan Regional
Government to take against the PKK.
Turkey, the United States, and Iraq
announced the plan that April, though its
terms were obscure. On the political front,
Washington imposed personal sanctions on
two of the three members of the Kurdish
delegation to the Oslo talks. In October
2009, the Treasury Department declared
KCK member Zubeyir Aydar a "Significant
Foreign Narcotics Trafficker" along with
Karayilan. In April 2011, it deemed PKK co-
founder Sabri Ok a "Specially Designated
Narcotics Trafficker."

The Obama administration's statements in
support of the current peace process leave
Karayilan optimistic that this time could be
different. He hopes the West will use its
influence to improve prospects for a >
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> solution. "I see a softening. I see the
support of the outside world, and especial-
ly the U.S.A., as important. I think devel-
opment of a more active posture on their
part would allow the process to speed up,"
he said. "We want the U.S.A. and European
Union to develop policies to solve the
Kurdish issue. The most important path for
this is to remove the PKK from the list of
terrorist organizations."

The KCK leader asserted that Western
interests would be served by more cordial
relations with the Kurds. "Solving the
Kurdish issue will definitely pave the way
to democratization and normalization in
Turkey. In addition, it will have a similar
impact on the Middle East. I think the
West has an interest in this," he said.

Karayilan offered Syria as an example. The
KCK has influence in Syrian Kurdistan due
to its relations with the Democratic Union
Party (PYD), the most powerful party
there. "Syrian Kurds have the most secular,
modern, and democratic policies in that
society. The Kurds are closest to the West.
But due to Turkey's veto, [the West] does-
n't even have relations with them. The

armed opposition has a completely
Islamist outlook." But he hinted that ties
are improving. "I hear that America and
Europe are just now looking at the PYD
and Syrian Kurds. There are also positive
developments on this front. There are
warmer contacts, but I think America and
Europe are late on this."

Kzrayilan added that the KCK plans to
xploit the nascent diplomatic oppor-
tunities created by the peace process. "We
want to carry out informational activities
in the European Union and America as a
first step. Up until now, the American
public hasn't learned about us from our-
selves; they've learned about us from
Turkey. We want to change this. I hope
opportunities will be born in the future,
and that we'll have more effective projects.
We want to carry out diplomacy, but there
are obstacles. For example, America won't
give us a visa because we are PKK mem-
bers."

Karayilan maintained that the sides have
reached a significant spoken agreement. In
a leaked audio recording of a meeting at
Oslo, Turkish intelligence official Hakan

Fidan is heard saying that Erdogan and
Ocalan were in accord on "90 to 95 per-
cent" of their views. Karayilan said the par-
ties have edged closer since: "In terms of
our discussions and dialogue, I can say it's
even more advanced [today] than it was
then. Our leader says he trusts the delega-
tion that's meeting with him. But it's not
clear to what extent the state and govern-
ment power behind the delegation will
abide by the discussions."

For now, the PKK plans to wait and see
what happens.

"How serious are they this time? I don't
know. The PKK isn't a sitting target. We
can't just be eliminated," said Karayilan.
"If America and Turkey have finally seen
this, are truly sincere about a solution, and
not planning to approach the process as
they did during Oslo, we're ready. Time
will show their intentions." m

Jake Hess is a journalist based in
Washington, D.C. He can be reached at
Jjakerhess@gmail.com.

| ~ Total acquires
new Iraqi Kurdish
exploration block

PARIS/ARBIL/ 17 Jun, 2013 / Reuters

TOTAL HAS bought an 80 percent stake in the Iraqi Kurdish explo-
ration block Baranan in a move that reinforces the French oil
major's position in the semi-autonomous region where crude
reserves are plentiful.

The Kurdistan Regional Government will own the remaining 20 per-

cent, a Total spokesman said.

"This participation in an operated explora-
tion block was contemplated at the time
Total made its move in Kurdistan during
the summer 2012," Total said in an emailed
statement to Reuters.

In the summer 2012, the French major

bought a 35 percent stake in the Harir and

Safen exploration blocks in Kurdistan, where contract terms are more
attractive than in the southern part of the country.

The move drew at the time an angry response from Iraqi authorities,
who warned Total, which has a stake in the Halfaya oilfield in the
southern Missan province, that it would be forced to sell it if it did not
cancel or freeze deals with Kurdistan. O

Iraqi Kurdistan
gives Turkish company six
oil exploration blocks

ISTANBUL, June 18, 2013 (Reuters)

LOCAL authorities have given an unnamed Turkish company
licenses to explore for oil in Iraqi Kurdistan, according to a report,
a move that could anger the central government in Baghdad already
worried about the region's growing independence.

The report, co-published by The Oil & Gas Year and the autonomous
Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG), is the first official confirma-
tion of the deal. It said a company described only as "a Turkish entity”
was given stakes in the Choman, Hindren, Arbat, Pulkhana, Jabal
Kand and Khalakan blocks.

Resource-hungry Turkey and neighbouring Iraqi Kurdistan, rich in
hydrocarbons, have been negotiating on energy since last year.
However, the central government insists it has the sole authority to
sign energy deals.

A Turkish Energy Ministry official declined to comment on the report

published by Istanbul-based The Oil & Gas Year. A source at state
company Turkiye Petrolleri (TPAO), Turkey's main oil exploration
company, denied his company won the licences.

The Turkish entity will have 80 percent stakes in the Choman,
Hindren and Arbat blocks, the report said.

Choman and Hindren are contiguous sections on the border with
Iran, and Arbat is in the southeast near the city of Sulaymaniyah and
has had some seismic work completed.

The entity will hold a 40 percent stake in Pulkhana in the south,
where eight wells have been drilled, and Jabal Kand in the west. It is
expected to be given a 40 percent stake in the Khalakan block in the
east of Iraqi Kurdistan, the report said.

The ease of extraction and favourable production-sharing terms have
attracted majors such Exxon Mobil Corp, Chevron Corp and Total SA
to the Kurdistan region, despite threats of blacklisting from Baghdad,
which considers the KRG contracts illegal.

The central government's refusal to pay for exports from the north
has sharply reduced shipments, which are currently made overland
by truck to Turkey.

Resolution of the dispute between the regional capital Arbil and
Baghdad is essential if the Kurdish region is to reach its export goal
of more than 1 million barrels of oil per day in by 2015. @
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Arab Islamist rebels, Kurds

clash in northern Syria

AMMAN (Reuters) - Islamist rebels
have cut access to a Kurdish area in nor-
thern Syria and clashed with Kurdish
nationalist PKK fighters whom they accuse
of backing President Bashar al-Assad,
sources on both sides said on Thursday.

The confrontation threatens to open a
new front in Syria's 27-month-old civil
war, in which Kurds, who form about 10
percent of the population, have so far
played a limited role.

Fighting erupted overnight on the edge
of Ifrin, a rugged, olive-growing area on
the Turkish border, the sources said. Four
people were killed, bringing to at least 30
the death toll from battles and assassina-
tions in the last few days. Dozens more
have been taken in tit-for-tat kidnappings,
the sources said.

Tensions between Arabs and Kurds,
whose relationship is riven by land dis-
putes, especially in eastern Syria, have
risen since the uprising against Assad
erupted in March 2011.

Thousands of Kurds joined peaceful
pro-democracy protests early on in the
revolt but the community has mostly
stayed out of the armed and largely
Islamist insurgency that followed.

Kurdish fighters
from the Popular
Protection Units
pose for a pic-
ture in Aleppo’s
Sheikh Magsoud
neighbourhood
(MUZAFFAR
SALMAN,
REUTERS / June
20, 2013)

Although
Kurdish politicians hold senior posts in
the mostly Arab Sunni Muslim opposition,
attempts to bring the main Kurdish parties
into the umbrella Syrian National Coalition
have failed, amid rows over how to define
Kurdish rights in a future Syria.

Assad, whose minority Alawite sect is
an offshoot of Shi'ite Islam, has pulled his
troops out of cities in eastern Syria and
out of many parts of Ifrin in the north-
west, in effect granting the Kurds an auto-
nomy many of them fear losing if he is
toppled.

Ifrin was thrust deeper into the
conflict when Assad's forces reinforced
Zahra and Nubbul, two Shi'ite villages
situated between Ifrin and the divided city
of Aleppo, as part of an apparent attempt
to capture the rural north, a supply line to
Aleppo and to various rebel-held areas in
the interior.

Lebanese Shi'ite Hezbollah fighters
deployed in Zahra and Nubbul. The army
also airlifted troops and loyalist militia to
an area in Ifrin behind rebel lines, opposi-
tion sources said.

ECONOMIC DISRUPTION

Accusing PKK (Kurdistan Workers'
Party) fighters of supplying the two vil-
lages, Islamist rebels cut main roads from
Ifrin to the provinces of Idlib and Aleppo
this month, causing prices of basic goods

in Ifrin to soar, residents said.

Kurdish farmers are also struggling to
market their crops, the sources said, with
rebels extorting high fees at roadblocks.

"Ifrin has been sympathetic to the
revolution but the rebels are not serving
their cause by what they are doing," said
Abboud Hakim, a retired government offi-
cial in Ifrin.

"They accuse the PKK of delivering
supplies to Nubbul and Zahra when they
themselves let trucks go there if they pay
them at the roadblocks," he said.

Rebel sources said the overnight
clashes began when PKK gunmen attacked
a roadblock held by an offshoot of the al
Qaeda-linked Nusra Front near Jindaris, a
Kurdish town southwest of Ifrin city, des-
pite a truce brokered two days earlier by
Colonel Mustafa al-Sheikh, a moderate
Free Syrian Army (FSA) commander.

Under the deal between the FSA and
the Kurdish Protection Units, a de facto
PKK unit, the siege on Ifrin was to be lifted
on Wednesday and both sides were to have
freed their prisoners.

An opposition source in northern Syria
said the ceasefire deal had little effect
because Sheikh had only limited influence
on the Islamist brigades which hold sway
on the ground.

The PKK, the source said, also seemed
to have little interest in the deal, especially
after Arab reconciliation delegates sent to
Ifrin were reportedly killed a few weeks
ago.
Massoud Akko, a Kurdish activist
based in Norway, said the conflict in Ifrin
had become turf warfare with scant rele-
vance to the Kurdish cause or the aims of
the anti-Assad revolt.

"Even if the Kurdish Protection Units
have committed violations, it does not jus-
tify besieging 150,000 civilians living in
over 300 villages," Akko said. "The rebel
forces are using the same methods of col-
lective punishment as Assad."

In Aleppo, opposition activists repor-
ted the heaviest fighting in months as
rebels fought to claw back gains by
Assad's forces in several districts. Pro-
Assad forces came under attack in al-
Sakhour. Fighting also raged in Suleiman
Halabi, a district largely held by Assad's
loyalists. 1

capital Irbil.

Chevron secures Iraqi
Kurdish oil deal

BAGHDAD / June 18,2013 / Associated Press

US oil giant Chevron says it has signed a deal with Iraq's
Kurdish regional government to expand its oil exploration
territory in the northern self-rule region.

The California-based company said in a statement emailed on
Tuesday that it acquired the rights to hunt in the Qara Dagh
exploration block, which is located southeast of the regional

Financial terms weren't disclosed.

Chevron last year became the second
US oil major after Exxon Mobil to
sign an energy exploration deal with
the Kurds, signing up for two explo-
ration blocks north of Irbil.

Iraq's central government in Baghdad

has been in a long-running dispute with the Kurds over energy
policy and disputed land rights. Baghdad wants to manage the
country's energy resources nationwide and have the final say on
energy deals. O
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Kurdistan: Pipeline
~ to 'Independence’

: By Jen Alic
i Oilprice.com

As Kurdish authorities in Northern Irag announce they will begin
H exporting crude oil by pipeline to Turkey as soon as the last link is
 finished in September, Gulf Keystone Petroleum launches a new explo-
i ration round that could reveal the best resource potential in the region.

: UK-based Gulf Keystone Petroleum this week started operations at
its Shaikan-7 exploration well in Iragi Kurdistan, targeting reserves
i more than 2.5 miles underground.

H Drilling for the company’s first deep well will take an estimated 9
i months, and there is a lot of optimism for this play. Gulf Keystone
thinks it holds up to 10.5 billion barrels of oil and is targeting 2015 for
i production of 150,000 barrels per day.

H Kurdistan is already a hot venue, which just keeps getting hotter
by the week, with amazing drilling success rates across the board. The
i territory governed by the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) has
i about 45 billion barrels of proven reserves.

What everyone is waiting on now is the pipeline to Turkey, which

can bring Kurdish oil and gas to international markets, bypassing
Baghdad. i

The last pipeline link, slated to be completed by the end of
September, will link up Kurdistan’s fields to the Turkish border at :
Fishkabour and will have a capacity of 1 million barrels a day by 2015.
The country is close to having enough oil to fill that capacity, and more
discoveries are coming on line all the time. i

For now, the Kurds can only export to Turkey by truck, to the tune
of about 30,000 barrels a day. In March this year, the Kurds sold their :
first crude on international markets, while previously they were trading
crude with Turkey in return for refined products for use at home. i

It was this first international sale that really re-sparked Baghdad's :
ire. Baghdad views this as illegal oil and gas activity, but the Kurds—
and foreign companies doing business in Northern Irag—have shrug- :
ged off Baghdad’s multiple threats. H

The Kurds have the advantage, even more so not that the rest of
Iraq is engulfed in a sectarian conflict as it becomes the definitive :
second front in the war in Syria. Last week, Iragi Prime Minister Nouri
al-Maliki flew to Erbil, the capital of Iragi Kurdistan, to hold high-level
talks. This hasn’t happened since 2003, and it indicates that the talks :
were on the Kurds' terms, as well as their terrain.

Will Baghdad be able to stop the Kurdish oil and gas momentum?

Not at this point. Once the pipeline is up and running, the game is over i
and Baghdad doesn’t have the resources to turn it into a conflict. O

27 June 2013

Kurdish areas for the first time, a confe-
rence in Diyarbakir two weeks ago drew
attention and reaction by the Turkish media
and politicians.

The Kurdish Peace and Democracy
Party (BDP) and the Congress of
Democratic Society (KCD) have held

Diyarbakir Conference Discusses Independent
Kurdish State for First Time

rudaw.net
By MASHALLAH DAKAK The smoke-filled
............................................................................. venue turned into a
I heated
IYARBAKIR, Turkey — By openly debam e t"éDif;_
debating the independence of Turkey’s foun de’r Ahmet Turk

tried to ease the ten-
sion and keep every-
one to the agenda of
the gathering.
Photo: DIHA

many conferences on Kurdish issues in the
past, but this was the first where Kurdish
leaders discussed a possible fragmentation
of Turkey and an independent Kurdish
state.

Leaders of the KCD and BDP reitera-
ted the right of the Kurdish people to edu-
cation in their mother tongue in Turkey,
where Turkish is the only official language.

In the meantime, they praised the
struggle of veteran Kurdish politicians
have long advocated for Kurdish indepen-
dence.

The conference, however, was not
without disagreements among representa-
tives of various political parties.

Organizers of the conference referred
to the jailed leader of the Kurdistan
Workers Party (PKK) Abdullah Ocalan as
“the president of the Kurdish nation,” and

to the Kurdish struggle as a whole as “the
30-year struggle.”

The representatives of the Freedom
and Socialism Party and some other
Kurdish groups objected that the PKK was
placed at the heart of the Kurdish struggle.

The smoke-filled venue turned into a
place of heated debate, but BDP co-foun-
der Ahmet Turk tried to ease the tension
and keep everyone to the agenda of the
gathering.

Ocalan himself sent a message from
his prison cell to be read at the conference.
The long message was received by the
audience with enthusiasm.

A speech by Ismail Besikgi, a Turkish
scholar who spent years in jail for defen-
ding the national rights of the Kurdish peo-
ple, received yet a warmer welcome.

Unlike Ocalan’s message, which spoke

of Kurdish cultural and political rights
within a democratic Turkey, Besikci
encouraged the Kurds to work for an inde-
pendent state, saying that true Kurdish
freedom can be achieved only through an
independent Kurdish state.

But Leyla Zana, an independent
Kurdish MP who also spent more than 10
years in prison for speaking in Kurdish on
the opening day of the Turkish parliament
in 1994, said, “An independent Kurdistan
is in my heart, but it is not realistic in the
current world state and the situation in the
Middle East.”

Osman Baydemir, the mayor of
Diyarbakir -- the largest Kurdish city in
Turkey -- said that unity was of paramount
importance for the Kurds at this stage, and
recited from classical Kurdish texts on soli-
darity.@

72










Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

| | 20 juin 2013

L'Irak craint de ne pouvoir
rester neutre sur la Syrie

par Samia Nakhoul et Patrick Markey

AGDAD (Reuters) - L'Irak a de plus en

plus de mal a maintenir sa neutralité a
propos du conflit en Syrie en raison des
fortes pressions contradictoires qu'il subit de
la part des différentes puissances s'affrontant
par procuration chez son voisin, déclare son
ministre des Affaires étrangeres.

Apres deux ans de combats et plus de
93.000 morts, le chaos en Syrie évolue en un
affrontement entre I'Iran chiite, qui soutient
le président Bachar al Assad, et les monar-
chies arabes sunnites du Golfe, qui appuient
les rebelles.

En Irak, la recrudescence des attentats a
caractere confessionnel témoigne d'un réveil
des tensions entre sa majorité chiite et ses
minorités sunnites et kurdes.

Officiellement, le gouvernement irakien,
dominé par les chiites, ne soutient aucun
camp en Syrie, a sa frontiere occidentale. Il
est toutefois accusé de laisser 1'lran, a sa
frontiére orientale, utiliser son espace aérien
pour acheminer des armes en Syrie, ce qu'il
dément.

"Nous faisons de notre mieux pour
maintenir une position de neutralité mais les
pressions sont énormes et quant a savoir
combien de temps nous pourrons tenir, cela
dépend vraiment de I'évolution de la situa-
tion en Syrie", souligne Hochiar Zebari dans
une interview a Reuters.

"D'apres notre interprétation des dyna-
miques a l'oeuvre dans le conflit syrien,
nous avons adopté une approche plus pru-
dente. Pas par un quelconque amour du
régime (...) mais en raison de nos profondes
inquiétudes quant aux intéréts nationaux de
I'Trak", ajoute le ministre irakien des Affaires
étrangeres.

"CONFLIT REGIONAL"

D'rak partent vers la Syrie aussi bien
des sunnites radicaux gonflant les rangs des
rebelles que des miliciens chiites allant se
battre aux cotés des forces de Bachar al
Assad.

Les Etats-Unis, qui ont permis aux
chiites de s'installer au pouvoir en Irak en
renversant Saddam Hussein en 2003, ont
annoncé la semaine derniere qu'ils fourni-
raient une aide militaire aux rebelles syriens
en raison de l'afflux en Syrie de milliers de
combattants du Hezbollah chiite libanais,
qui ont permis au régime Assad de gagner
du terrain.

"L'Irak est dans la situation la plus diffi-
cile au milieu de ce chaos régional et le
conflit en Syrie s'est transformé a tous points
de vue en un conflit régional”, poursuit
Hochiar Zebari.

Depuis le début du conflit chez son voi-
sin, 1'Irak a refusé de se joindre aux appels
d'autres pays arabes en faveur d'une mise a
I'écart de Bachar al Assad et il s'est abstenu
lorsque la Ligue arabe a suspendu la Syrie
de ses instances.

En privé, des dirigeants irakiens disent
redouter un effondrement du régime syrien
et l'installation a Damas d'un pouvoir sun-

nite ouvertement hostile a leur égard, qui
attiserait les tensions confessionnelles en
Irak.

Le Premier ministre, Nouri al Maliki,
s'appuie en outre sur l'influence de I'lran
pour maintenir la cohésion de son gouver-
nement dominé par les chiites.

MOUVEMENT INVERSE

Cependant, les dirigeants irakiens se
souviennent aussi que Bachar al Assad fer-
mait les yeux sur le transit par la Syrie de
combattants sunnites allant affronter les
forces américaines et irakiennes apres
l'invasion de I'Trak par les Etats-Unis.

Le mouvement s'est désormais inversé.
Les trois principales organisations armées
chiites d'Irak - 'Armée du Mahdi, Assaib
Ahl al Hak et Kata'ib Hezbollah - envoient
toutes des volontaires en Syrie, disent des
chefs chiites.

Une cinquantaine de combattants seule-
ment, disent-ils, franchissent la frontiere
chaque semaine pour se relayer alors que,
selon les sources, le nombre de combattants
chiites irakiens en Syrie est estimé entre 600
et un millier.

"On exagere au sujet des brigades ira-
kiennes combattant en Syrie", assure pour sa
part Hochiar Zebari.

Le chef de la diplomatie irakienne
s'inquiete surtout de la paralysie de la com-
munauté internationale en raison des divi-
sions persistantes entre, d'une part, les Etats-
Unis et les pays européens, qui peinent a
unifier une opposition politique fragmentée,
et, d'autre part, la Russie, qui fournit des
armes au régime.

"Personne n'exerce le moindre contrdle,
ni sur le régime ni sur I'opposition, c'est ¢a
qui est inquiétant”, dit Hochiar Zebari. "Il
n'y a pas de consensus international.”

"Sans un effort sérieux de la part de la
communauté internationale et du Conseil de
sécurité (de I'Onu) pour intervenir, soyons
honnétes, cela continuera longtemps car
aucun camp ne peut remporter la victoire".

Irak/pétrole: Chevron signe un troisieme accord avec
la région autonome kurde

BAGDAD, 17 juin 2013 (AFP)

les régions non kurdes d'lrak.

LE GEANT PETROLIER américain Chevron a annoncé lundi avoir signé un
troisieme accord de prospection pétroliére avec les autorités de la région
autonome du Kurdistan, dans le nord de Irak.

Cet accord fait suite & plusieurs autres signés par le Kurdistan irakien avec des
compagnies étrangeres provoquant l'ire du gouvernement central de Bagdad.

L'accord, qui porte sur I'exploration du champ de Qara Dagh, dans le sud de la
région kurde, est le troisieme conclu par Chevron avec des responsables du
Kurdistan.

Le gouvernement central de Bagdad a qualifié d'illégaux ces accords signés
avec des compagnies étrangéres arguant qu'ils n'ont pas été approuvés par le
ministére fédéral de I'Energie. Il avait de ce fait interdit a Chevron d'opérer dans

"Chevron va acquérir des parts et exploiter le bloc de Qara Dagh dans le cadre
d'un accord de partenariat avec le gouvernement régional du Kurdistan", a indi-
qué la compagnie dans un communiqué diffusé a partir de la capitale de la
région autonome kurde Erbil.

Le bloc se situe au sud-est d'Erbil et a une superficie de quelque 860 kilometres
carrés, précise le communiqué.

Chevron s'est vu attribuer le champ de Qara Dagh en janvier. Il avait déja obtenu
deux contrats dans le Kurdistan irakien en juillet 2012.

La dispute autour des contrats pétroliers est une des pommes de discorde entre
Bagdad et la région autonome kurde.

Les diplomates et les spécialistes estiment que les problémes entre Bagdad et
Erbil sont I'une des plus lourdes menaces pesant sur la stabilité & long terme du
pays.
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Au Kurdistan irakien, Erbil vit son
boom loin des bombes

(AFP) Guillaume Decamme

RBIL (Irak)Chez un

concessionnaire d'Erbil,
au Kurdistan irakien,
Abdullah Abdelkarim, éle-
veur aux yeux rougis par le
travail, guigne sur un pick-
up a 24.500 dollars.
"Chaque jour les choses
s'améliorent" sourit-il. Avec
sa croissance et son calme,
Erbil est une oasis au nord
d'un Irak qui navigue entre
attentats et instabilité.

A  Erbil, la capitale du
Kurdistan irakien, on sirote
des cafés en terrasse, on va au
restaurant sans se soucier des
attentats et, plus révélateur
encore du gouffre qui la
sépare du reste de 1'Irak, on
croise énormément
d'investisseurs étrangers
préts a y vivre.

"Il est tres facile de s'installer
ici", reconnait Jorge Restrepo,
un Ameéricain d'origine colom-
bienne qui conseille des com-

pagnies pétrolieres étran-
geres.
"Le gouvernement du

Kurdistan est trés ouvert sur
l'étranger", note-t-il.

En 22 ans d'autonomie,
gagnée dans le sillage de la
premiére guerre du Golfe, le
Kurdistan a largement distan-
cié le reste de 1'Irak.

La région dispose d'un gouver-
nement, d'un Premier minis-
tre et dun président. Son dra-
peau flotte sur les batiments

officiels et aux barrages tenus
par les peshmergas et les
assaich, les forces de sécurité
locales.

Aujourd'hui, le Kurdistan
affiche une croissance de 12%
par an et compte prés de 800
firmes étrangeres, dont 500
viennent de la Turquie voi-
sine, grace notamment a une
loi trés généreuse sur les
investissements en vigueur
depuis 2006.

"Les investisseurs sont
exemptés d'impdts sur le
revenu et de taxes sur les
bénéfices pendant 10 ans. Ils
peuvent détenir la totalité du
capital de leur entreprise et
rapatrier leurs bénéfices
comme bon leur semble",
détaille Kamiran Mufti, direc-
teur général du Comité
d'investissement, piéce-mai-
tresse dans le dispositif éco-
nomique de la région.

Mais le Kurdistan a quelque

chose en plus. "La sécurité.
C'est vraiment la clef de la
réussite”, juge Ghada Gebara,
présidente de Korek, une
entreprise de télécommunica-
tions basée a Erbil et qui
opére dans tout I'Irak.

Quand en mai 1.000 per-
sonnes ont péri dans des
attaques dans le reste du
pays, selon 1'ONU, le
Kurdistan n'a pas enregistré
un seul incident lié aux vio-
lences confessionnelles.

Et les différences ne s'arrétent
pas la.

"La bureaucratie est pesante
ici aussi, mais a Bagdad ily a
en plus les divisions reli-
gieuses (entre chiites et sun-
nites) et bien évidemment la
corruption", précise Jorge
Restrepo.

Dans le classement dressé par
Transparency International
qui mesure la perception de la
corruption dans le monde,
I'Irak pointe d'ailleurs au 169e
rang, sur 176, des Etats per-
cus comme les moins corrom-
pus.

Mais a en croire Kamiran
Mufti, le phénoméne est peu
présent au Kurdistan et "les
dirigeants régionaux ont mis
en place un programme pour
s'y attaquer”.

Alors que fabrique-t-on au
Kurdistan?

Du ciment, des médicaments,
de l'acier, de l'électricité, en
telle quantité d'ailleurs que "la
région est auto-suffisante et
elle en exporte vers les pro-
vinces voisines de Ninive et

Kirkouk", touchées comme le
reste de llrak par des cou-
pures de courant incessantes,
explique Kamiran Mufti.

La manne du pétrole

Mais le fondement de
l'économie régionale reste, et
de loin, le pétrole.

Les sous-sols du Kurdistan
renferment 45 milliards de
barils de brut, soit environ un
tiers des réserves prouvées de
1'Irak, selon les autorités
régionales. Et le magot est
l'objet de nombreuses convoi-
tises.

Bagdad est outré qu'Erbil se
passe de son blanc-seing a
l'heure de signer des contrats
avec des compagnies étran-
geres et qu'il exporte son brut
vers la Turquie sans l'accord
du gouvernement fédéral.

Mais ces bisbilles, auxquelles
s'ajoute un différend territo-
rial sur une zone riche en
hydrocarbures au sud du
Kurdistan, ne sont, "qu'un
échange démocratique sain",
martele Ghada Gebara.

Hunar Majid est Kurde, mais
peut tout aussi bien
s'exprimer en arabe ou en
anglais. Toute en verrieéres et
en lumiére, sa concession
Toyota du centre d'Erbil tient
plus de la salle d'exposition
que du garage. Elle ne désem-
plit pas.

"Nous voulons multiplier nos
ventes par trois par rapport a
l'année derniére", annonce-t-
il.

A l'entrée du garage, Abdullah
Abdelkarim, un éleveur de
moutons vétu du charoual,
l'habit kurde traditionnel au
pantalon bouffant, inspecte le
pick-up de ses réves. Il lui en
coltera 24.500 dollars. Qu'il
compte débourser sans sour-
ciller.

"Avant la vie était dure, je
n'aurais jamais pu me payer
cette voiture. Mais mainte-
nant, tout va bien", dit-il.
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Iranian Kurdish Activists, Parties Divided Over
Engaging With Tehran Regime

by FUAD HAQIQI
rudaw.net

RBIL, Kurdistan Region — Kurdish

activists in Iran are looking at the peace
process in Turkey as a possible model, advo-
cating engagement with the government in
Tehran to achieve greater Kurdish rights.

But Iranian Kurdish parties, which for
decades have believed Tehran will never
relinquish rights to its large minority Kurds
except through armed conflict, say that the
political arena in Iran is so closed to the
Kurds that there is no chance of a civil
struggle similar to the one in Turkey.

In Iran’s presidential election this
month, in which Hassan Rouhani was
declared winner, Kurdish activists had
asked Kurds to vote for the moderate in
large numbers, while the parties had urged a
near-boycott: More Kurds showed up to
vote than in previous years, an increase lar-
gely attributed to Kurdish civil rights advo-
cates.

Abdollah Sohrabi, a Kurdish activist
and Rouhani supporter, told Rudaw, “The
people in Eastern (Iranian) Kurdistan have
carefully chosen this candidate. He has pro-
mised to grant some of the political and
national rights of the minorities.”

Sohrabi, who formerly represented
Mariwan city in the Iranian parliament,
believes that local Kurdish activists will
help Rouhani fulfill his promises to Iranian
Kurds.

Kurdish activists have been closely
observing the unfolding historic peace pro-
cess in neighboring Turkey, where Ankara
and the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) are
negotiating an end to a bloody three-decade
separatist conflict, as a way to gain greater
Kurdish rights.

The dialogue between the government

Iran’s president-elect Hassan
Rouhani. Photo: AP

of Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan
and PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan, who has
been imprisoned in Turkey since his capture
in 1999, was facilitated by the Kurdish
Peace and Democracy Party (BDP) in
Turkey.

While civil rights advocates in Iranian
Kurdistan want to imitate that model to get
closer to Iranian authorities, the old politi-
cal parties that have been struggling against
different Iranian regimes for decades --
without making headway -- warn that the
political ground in Turkey cannot be com-
pared to that in Iran.

Both the BDP and PKK have grown
shoulder-to-shoulder in Turkey, they note,
explaining that no comparable Kurdish
party exists in Iran, since Tehran does not
allow civil rights advocacy. Turkey, they
note, is a semi-democratic state in which
political activism is allowed and parliamen-
tary freedoms exist.

The political parties believe the only
way to get greater Kurdish rights is through
the collapse of the current Iranian regime.

“The situation in each country is

unique. We do not want to imitate others.
We want to play our role as Kurds from
Eastern Kurdistan,” says Dr. Raheem
Farahmand, former spokesman of the
Kurdish United Front in Tehran.

“Iranian Kurds have their own views
and opinions. Therefore, if we play our role
here, we will be much more victorious,” he
adds.

Hamanazeef Qadri, a member of the
Kurdistan Democratic Party-Iran (KDPI),
believes: “The political battleground in
Iran, unlike Turkey, is a closed one. There
are no hopes that Iran will allow political
parties to carry out their civil and political
activism. Therefore, there are no hopes for
Kurdish political parties to exercise their
political rights.”

In the more than three decades since the
Iranian Islamic revolution, efforts by
Kurdish Iranian groups and individuals to
engage with Tehran in pursuit of greater
rights for Iranian Kurds have come to
nothing.

Several prominent Iranian Kurdish lea-
ders have been assassinated in different
parts of the world — sometimes while nego-
tiating with Iranian government representa-
tives -- with suspicions and accusations for
the murders pointing to Iran.

For decades no Kurdish politician advo-
cating local Kurdish governance and
demanding basic Kurdish rights has been
allowed to take part in Iranian elections.

“Political activism needs structure and
organization,” says Taher Khadew, a docto-
ral student in political science at Tehran
University, adding that Kurdish politicians
in Iran need to reinvent themselves in
accordance with the current situation in
order to remain relevant. 0

Iraqi Kurds upbeat

Keystone Petroleum Ltd.

on oil export poten-
tial

ERBIL, Irag, June 27, 2013 (UPI)

PRODUCTION from an oil field in the northern Kurdish region of
Iraq will help meet export targets of 1 million barrels per day, the
regional government said.

The semiautonomous Kurdistan Regional Government said it suppor-
ted a development plan for the Shaikan oil field as proposed by Gulf

Gulf Keystone, a company with headquarters in London, said last
week it started drilling its first exploration well in the Shaikan oil
field. It said the entire field could hold as much as 10.5 billion bar-
rels of oil.

The KRG said the first phase of production under the plan, which
starts in a few weeks, will yield 40,000 bpd. That level will increase
gradually and reach 250,000 bpd by 2018.

"Production from the Shaikan block will play a crucial role in helping
the Kurdistan region to achieve its overall oil export targets of 1 mil-
lion barrels per day by the end of 2015, and 2 million barrels per day
by the end of the decade," the government said in a statement
Wednesday.

The central and Kurdish governments in Iraq are at odds over legal
issues related to oil. The central government says some of the uni-
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A A launches
Kurdish-language
news academy

06 June 2013

Anadolu Agency has started training program for Kurmanji
dialect of Kurdish-language reporters

Ankara / Anadolu Agency has launched training program for
Kurmanji dialect of Kurdish-language reporters under its Kurdish
Broadcasting Project.

Kurdish will be one of the broadcasting languages of AA by

September 1st within the scope of its efforts to be an international
agency that makes broadcast in 11 languages.

AA News Academy is providing the Kurdish-language reporters with
courses on interpreting techniques in addition to reporting skills.

AA Board Chairman and Director General Kemal Ozturk, who gave
"International Journalism" course to the reporters, said, "Kurdish-lan-

guage news desk,
founded at the time of
solution process, will
undertake a very criti-
cal mission.”

Experts on
Kurdish-language are
giving lectures about
the details of the lan-
guage and translation
techiques to the
reporters.

Deputy Rector of Mardin Artuklu University Professor Kadri Yildirim
is teaching Kurdish-language grammer and new terminology, while
Assoc. Prof. Abdullah Kiran from Mus Alparslan University, assistant
researcher Ayhan Tek and Murat Civan, a journalist famous with his
works on Kurmanji, are giving "News language in Kurdish" courses.

Yildirim defined AA's Kurdish-language News Project as "extremely
important”, and said, "It is very important that AA has started such a
project in academic level."

‘ ‘ June / 26 / 2013

US envoy pledges full support in efforts to
solve Kurdish problem

DIYARBAKIR

he US envoy to Ankara says on a visit

to Diyarbakir that Turkey 'can count
on his country' in the ongoing Kurdish
peace process

United States Ambassador to Turkey
Francis Ricciardone said Turkey could
"count on" the United States to stand by
its side throughout the peace process.

Ricciardone said the U.S., as a
friendly and allied country that wishes
for Turkey success, supported efforts to
solve the three-decade-long conflict
known as the Kurdish issue.

“You can count on the United States
to be with Turkey, to stand with the
Turkish government, the people as you
deal with this very complicated and diffi-
cult process,” the U.S. Ambassador told
Turkish broadcaster CNN Tiirk in a live
interview in Diyarbakir. “We are very
confident in you and in your success.”

Ricciardone has been on a visit to the
southeastern part of Turkey since June 23.
He visited Van, Batman, Diyarbakir and
his next stop is Gaziantep.

‘WISDOM’ NEEDED

The ambassador said during his trip
he had encountered people who had a
great desire for peace and great hope that
the peace process would work out. He
said this process would take wisdom,
patience and courage from all sides.

Upon a question about whether the
U.S. President Barack Obama had delive-
red a message during the phone call with
Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, Ricciardone said the context
was of frequent content and that the U.S.

not only wished luck but also stood by
Turkey while it worked through its pro-
blems.

The U.S. ambassador said he believed
the southeastern part of Turkey had a
“fabulous potential” with peace and sta-
bility being the missing ingredient. “With
peace — the hope of peace alone — these
past few months have already brought
more tourists and more business people.
Yesterday in Cizre, TUSIAD [Turkish
Industry and Business Association] came
and met with local business people and
that’s just based on the hope of peace,”
said Ricciardone expressing that Turkey,
the U.S., Turkey’s allies and also its
neighbors would benefit more from
peace and stability in the region.
“Imagine if peace takes root what will
happen.”

Regarding the Gezi Park protests, the
U.S. ambassador told CNN Tiirk that in a
healthy democracy people should have

US Ambassador
to Ankara Francis
Ricciardone is
seen at a local
market in
Diyarbakir. 1
believe Turks care
very much about
having a world
standard economy
and democracy,”
he says. DHA
photo

ways of expressing different feelings,
ideas, view points and support for social
causes. He referred to allowing people
the ability to communicate with each
other, the public and the world as a chal-
lenge for any democracy.

Ricciardone said it was important
that all points of view be expressed freely
for any democracy to function. “The free
exchange of ideas is the lifeblood of any
democracy. It’s the lifeblood of any free
economy, and I believe Turks care very
much about having a world standard
economy and democracy.” He added that
people should assemble and meet each
other in freedom and security.

He called the Turkish youth “unstop-
pable” regarding their use of social media
and their connection to international
media. “You're one of those connected
young demographics of the world,” he
said. m
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Gulen calls for broadening freedoms,
improvement in Kurdish rights

TODAYSZAMAN.COM, iISTANBUL

ell-known Turkish Islamic scholar

Fethullah Gilen has encouraged the
broadening of rights and freedoms of peo-
ple and the improvement of ties with Kurds
to restore peace and security in areas long
plagued by a simmering conflict that has
killed at least 40,000 people.

Speaking to Rudaw, an online news-
paper in northern Irag's Arbil, Gllen tou-
ched upon a wide array of issues ranging
from the ongoing settlement process
aimed at ending the decades-old Kurdish
dispute to regional developments and
domestic political issues.

Human rights and freedoms, Gilen
said, are natural rights and no one has the
authority to grant those rights to others as
if they were favors. “Every human being,
including prophets, is equal because of
the fact that they were created by God as
human beings. Without recognition of this
fact, there would be no possibility of a
state of justice or a legal system.”

Gllen reiterated his support for the
settlement process, saying that it is
impossible to do otherwise. He recited a
hadith, a saying of the Prophet
Muhammad, in which he said “hoping for
others the same things that you want for
yourself and denying others the same
things that you would not want for your-
self” will be key in eradicating social pro-
blems in the region, referring to the sou-
theastern Turkey, which is predominantly
populated by Kurds.

He urged Turkish and Kurdish civil
society organizations to work toward a
goal to prepare the grounds to mitigate
the problems and make efforts to restore
unity.

He said it is also very important to act
in such a way never to offend people with
words and behavior, to be embracing and
exercise patience. Everyone should be
very careful and act with restraint and not
be tricked into provocations. Problems
won't be solved by yelling, screaming or
slogans. One needs to settle problems by
not yelling, burning, destroying or Killing
but with wisdom, prudence and compas-
sion, he emphasized.

He spoke on the necessity of econo-
mic and social investment in Kurdish
regions to increase the level of literacy
and education, which are the primary
causes of underdevelopment.

He said the Kurdish-populated areas
should become an “zone of attraction”
and education should be given a major
boost there. He spoke highly of the Kurds,
calling them “very smart people” and
urged both sides to avoid using remarks
that would be offensive.

“Benefitting from slowly restoring the

security atmosphere in the region, there
needs to be an improvement in economic,
social, cultural and spiritual relations, par-
ticularly in education,” Gilen noted.

He urged state officials to bolster ties
between eastern and western regions of
the country through various socio-econo-
mic projects in a move to enhance natio-
nal unity.

Regarding the ongoing peace settle-
ment that the government launched in a
move to find a political solution to the
Kurdish conflict, Gulen called on both
sides to adopt a reconciliatory tone with
great sensitivity towards avoiding inflam-
matory remarks in a bid not to offend the
other side in the fragile process.

Gllen also called on both sides to
refrain from fighting and causing unrest.
He recalled that different ethnic and reli-
gious populations in the Middle East,
unlike today, have coexisted peacefully in
the region for centuries. He said it is
necessary to rebuild education models
and civil society institutions to again bring
the era of coexistence among diverse
groups.

Gulen said it is not only Turkey,
Kurdish brothers and Iragi Kurdistan but
also the entire Islamic world which is
going through turmoil. He blamed igno-
rance, poverty and discord as the chief
reasons why the Islamic world is facing
deep problems.

Gilen also dismissed what he called
“ideological propaganda” and said that his
movement is aiming at ethical improve-
ment, the spreading of peace and quality
education in line with laws of host coun-
tries by establishing education facilities.

He also spoke on the Turkish schools
in northern Iraq, highlighting the warm
welcome of the locals towards the
schools.

“As far as | follow, Turkish schools in
northern Iraq not only work to deepen the
integration of locals with the world, but
also to enrich local culture. Activities such
as Kurdish festival eloquently illustrate
that any kind of ideological activity or assi-
milation is alien to the founding philoso-
phy of these schools,” Gulen said in res-
ponse to criticism raised by some Kurdish
nationalists that the schools promote cul-
tural assimilation of Kurds.

He stated that the past 20 years have

removed any kinds of doubts over the pre-
sence of the schools in northern Iraq as
Kurds have embraced them in cementing
ties of brotherhood with Turks.

In another speech published by her-
kul.org, a website that usually publishes
speeches by Gulen, he urged people not
to use the word “capulcu,” a phrase
Erdogan frequently wielded to refer to
protesters involved in violence. A likely
translation of the word into English would
be “looters” and it was widely used in the
social media by protesters themselves to
ridicule the description. Gulen said these
“looters” could one day undertake “heroic”
activities and asked people not to use the
word.

He also underlined the significance of
holding consultations and cited examples
from the life of the Prophet Muhammad,
who frequently asked the opinion of his
companions and wife about moves he
was going to undertake.

Education in native language

Gulen also voiced strong support for
education in one's mother tongue, in refe-
rence to allowing the use of Kurdish in
education in Turkey, and said basic
human rights and freedoms could not be
the object of any political bargaining as
they are the natural rights of human
beings.

He asserted that recognition of the
use of mother tongue in education as a
principle is indicative of a state's fair treat-
ment of its citizens.

For decades, Turkish state denied
Kurds to use their mother tongue in many
public areas, including education. The
Turkish government has only recently
made it possible for schools and other
facilities to offer elective Kurdish courses,
as part of a program to improve rights of
the Kurdish people.

Gaulen insisted that Turkey should not
only grant “every right” to its Kurdish citi-
zens, such as recognition of use of
Kurdish in education, but should also help
Kurds who are suffering in other parts of
the world. According to him, Turkey
should appear as a representative of
Kurds who face legal, political, ethnic and
religious difficulties across the world and
should defend their rights at the UN and in
other international organizations.
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VOA News JUNE 28, 2013

Kurdish Militia Accused of
Killing Syrian Protesters

Kurdish activists in Syria are accusing a Kurdish militia of
gunning down three protesters as tensions rise in towns
along the Turkish border.

An activist with the Kurdish Unity Party told the VOA Kurdish service the
deaths took place during a protest late Thursday in the town of Amuda,
when members of the Kurdish Democratic Union Party (PYD) opened

bers on white trucks firing at the crowd. Activists say the protest was
sparked by the detention of three people who had been protesting
against the PYD's rule.

The PYD defended its actions. Salih Nasir Hajmansur with the PYD's
executive committee member told VOA's Kurdish service a PYD patrol
vehicle was attacked by some gunmen, resulting in the death of one
fighter and four others were wounded.

The Kurdish Democratic Union Party has controlled large areas of nor-
theastern Syria since government troops withdrew last year. The PYD is
also affiliated with the Turkey-based Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK),
considered a terrorist group by the United States and the European
Union.

Some Kurdish activists accuse the PYD of collaborating with the govern-
ment of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad. Many of the activists have

fire to prevent demonstrators from taking to the streets.

supported the uprising against the Syrian regime. &
Video posted online by the activists claims to show PYD militia mem- PP prising ag ¥ 9

28 June 2013

Armed Kurds clash with
protesters in Syria

Three people killed in northern
Amuda town after Kurdish
party members open fire on
protesters, activists report.

Basma Atassi

embers of a dominant Kurdish party

have opened fire at a protest in the
Syrian Kurdish-dominated town of Amuda,
killing at least three people and leaving at
least 10 others injured, activists have told
Al Jazeera.
Thursday's rally was held to protest against
the detention of three prominent Kurdish
activists by the Democratic Union Party
(PYD), an armed group that controls much of
the Kurdish areas in Syria's north and nor-
theast.

Activists posted footage online purporting to
show a protest being dispersed amid sounds
of heavy gunfire.

Kurdish website Firat News, meanwhile, said
an "armed gang" shot at People's Defense
Units (YPG), a group made up mainly of PYD
fighters and responsible of the security of
Kurdish areas. The website, citing YPG Press
Office, said one YPG fighter was killed.

"Clashes in the area broke out after YPG
units surrounded the city and denied access
into and out of it following the attack by the
armed group,"” the website said a day after
the reported attack.

Rallies and sit-ins in the town, located in
Hassaka province, broke out on June 17, fol-
lowing the arrests by PYD of the activists
supportive of the Syrian uprising against
President Bashar al-Assad.

Tension has been running high between the
PYD and Kurdish anti-Assad activists, but
Thursday's violence was a rare bloody

Footage purported to show protest-
ers dispersed amid heavy gunfire and
injured at hospital [SNN Activist
Network]

confrontation.

The opposition says the PYD has been colla-
borating with the regime, eventhough it is
critical of the Assad government.

The PYD accused the three detained activist
of drug dealing.

Mohammad Mahmoud Bachar, a local journa-
list in Hassaka, told Al Jazeera this was “a
silly accusation”.

"The activists are well known in Amuda,” he
said. "They have been active since day one
of the Syrian uprising. Since their arrest,
camps have been set up in the city centre
and several activists went on hunger strike
in protest.”

Bachar said some of the injured were being
treated in the “underequipped” Dari
Hospital in Amuda. Others were smuggled to
Turkey for treatment, he said.

The PYD - affiliated with the Kurdistan
Workers' Party (PKK), an armed group des-
ignated as a terrorist organisation by Turkey,
the US and the EU - said the three activists
were detained for drug dealing.

Silencing opposition

Azad Amoudi, a 31-year-old teacher in
Amuda, told Al Jazeera there has been a
wave of arrests in order to silence opposi-
tion Kurdish activists and parties.

“But they cannot stop us from protesting
against Assad. Amuda was the number four
town in Syria to hold rallies against the
regime,” he said.

Amuda, a town with about 50,000 residents,
has seen several anti-Assad protests since
the uprising against the regime began in
March 2011, and some protests were bru-
tally quelled by regime troops.

In July 2012, Assad’s forces withdrew from
the town, allowing for the PYD to take res-
ponsibility for security.

In an attempt to unite the divided Kurds,
The PYD last year agreed to join with other
groups and form Kurdish Supreme
Committee, the governing body for the
Kurdish areas.

People's Defense Units (YPG), the armed
wing for the Committee, was created to
protect the areas from both Syrian rebels
and regime forces.

“At the beginning, we were happy with the
YPG because they promised to protect the
Kurdish towns. But it turned out that the
PYD dominated the Committee and the YPG
were solely members of the PYD,”
Mohammad Ali, a Kurdish activist based in
Turkey, told Al Jazeera.

“They are using the committee as a cover to
exert power,” he said, adding that he expec-
ted the latest incidents would lead to an
escalation among the Kurds.

Amoudi told Al Jazeera the PYD was popular
among residents at the beginning, but its
crackdown on activists has turned people
against it. “It is now ruling with the power
of weapons,” he said.

Kurds are the largest ethnic minority in Syria
and make up about nine percent of the
country's population. They have faced dis-
crimination and harassment for decades by
the government. @

96




Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

S 28 June 2013

Kurdistan Presidency Holds Emergency
Meeting With Syrian Kurdish Parties

by RUDAW
rudaw.net

RBIL, Kurdistan Region - The

office of the Kurdistan Region
President Massoud Barzani has held an
emergency meeting with representa-
tives of Syrian Kurdish parties to dis-
cuss recent tensions between different
groups in that country.

This meeting came a day after six
people were killed and more than 30
injured in clashes between security
forces of the People’s Protection Units
(YPG) and protesters in the city of
Amude.

“Following yesterday’s clashes
both rival groups have gathered with
the Kurdish president to find a way to
end the tensions forever,” an official
from the president’s office told Rudaw,
on condition of anonymity.

Rudaw reporter in Amude, Farhad
Hamo, says that the injured are in criti-
cal condition due to lack of medicine
and a curfew imposed by the YPG.

The representative of a Syrian
group at the meeting also said, “There
is good understanding between both
sides and in the next 72 hours we
expect to reach a good outcome.”

Salih Muslim, the head of the
Democratic Union Party (PYD), which
controls the YPG, rejected that the vic-
tims were innocent protesters killed by
his forces.

“Those killed were armed men and

they were killed in an ambush,”
Muslim said.

He blamed the recent tensions in
the Syrian Kurdish areas on the Islamic
Jabhat Al-Nusrah, saying the radical
Islamic group is trying to gain control
of all Kurdish towns and cities.

Kurdish groups in Syria say that
the PYD does not tolerate any rivalry,
and that members of the YPG conti-
nuously detain and harass members of
Kurdish parties.

Mustafa Cuma, head of the
Kurdish Azadi (Freedom] Party told
Rudaw hours after the eruption of
clashes in Amude that, unless the YPG
changes its policies, the situation for
Syria’s Kurds may get worse.

“The YPG sees itself as government
already,” Cuma said. “But our people
cannot accept that. They see the YPG as
a political group and nothing more.”

Cuma said that the PYD does not
tolerate criticism and that it suppresses
different opinions among other

groups.

“The PYD wants to be the sole
controller of the area without the parti-
cipation of anyone else,” he charged.

The Kurdish president has played
the role of mediator between Syria’s
Kurdish groups in the past two years,
and last year he brokered a deal known
as the Erbil Agreement, whereby
Syrian Kurdish leaders agreed to
cooperate on security.

But Cuma said that the PYD is
using the Erbil Agreement to promote
its own agenda, and that it uses the
agreement to sideline all other groups.

The PYD is the strongest Kurdish
party in Syria, with a well-organized
security force that has managed to
keep the Kurdish areas stable and out
of the war raging in the rest of Syria for
more than two years.

The group has accused other
Kurdish parties of sending their figh-
ters to fight the regime of Bashar al-
Assad alongside the Free Syrian Army
(FSA), which the PYD sees as a risk
that might drag the Kurdish areas into
the civil war.

But Cuma said that the fighters of
other Kurdish parties are only there to
protect the people and their own
offices.

“It is all baseless accusations,” he
said. “The truth is that the PYD does
not tolerate anyone else. That is it.” 0

Iraqi Kurdish
President set to rule
for two more years

ARBIL, Iraq | Sun Jun 30, 2013 Reuters/Azad Lashkari

THE PRESIDENT of Iraqi Kurdistan Masoud Barzani is set to stay
in office for another two years, after lawmakers voted on Sunday
to extend his tenure amid scuffles in parliament and an outcry
from opposition parties.

Barzani's presidency had been due to end this summer, when his
second term of four years ends, but in recent months members of his
party said legal ambiguities might allow him to remain longer or run
again.

The region's presidential law places a limit of two four-year terms on
the position.

"We are against the extension. We think it is illegal," said Mohammed

Tofiq, head of public relations for opposition party Gorran (Change).
"It proves to everyone that there is no democracy (in Kurdistan)".

Once the most impoverished and repressed region in Iraq, Kurdistan
now exists as a quasi-state within a state and has successfully insu-
lated itself against the sectarian violence that plagues the rest of the
country.

Stability and oil have drawn in foreign investment and the region is
prospering, but a domestic opposition has built up a considerable
following by railing against corruption, lack of transparency and the
hegemony of two ruling parties.

Barzani's Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) governs the northern
enclave in partnership with the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK),
whose leader Iraqi President Jalal Talabani was flown to Germany
last December after suffering a stroke.

Between them, the KDP and PUK hold a majority of seats in the
assembly, followed by Gorran, which was at the forefront of anti-
government protests in 2011 during which at least 10 people died.

Parliamentary elections are scheduled to be held later this year. ®
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IRAN AWAITS 'KURDISH SPRING

After gains for Kurds in Turkey, Syria and Iraq, Iran appears to have

Jake Hess
www.aljazeera.com

Erbil, Irag - Armanj Berxwedan fidgets
anxiously in a plastic chair at the cen-
tre of a rebel camp in Irag's Qandil
Mountains. A Kalashnikov rifle leans on the
tent that doubles as the camp's library and
dining hall. The pimply faced, 18-year-old
guerrilla from Iran is a member of the Free
Life Party of Kurdistan (PJAK), and thinks
he could soon be back on the frontlines. It
is only a matter of time, he says, until the
"Kurdish Spring” reaches his country.

After a century of political exclusion, Kurds
are making landmark advances across the
Middle East. The Kurds of Syria have built a
de-facto autonomous zone in parts of the
country's north since the Assad administra-
tion pulled back its forces last summer.
Talks between Turkey and the Kurdistan
Workers' Party (PKK) edge towards a settle-
ment to the bloody conflict there. The
Kurds of Iraq boast a federal region that
enjoys a semblance of democracy and
prosperity.

So far, Iran has bucked the regional trend
towards empowerment of the Kurds.
Kurdish political activism there is harshly
suppressed. Kurds and other nationalities
"face multifaceted discrimination, and
their legitimate freedoms and rights are
frequently transgressed”, the UN reports.
But gains by their brethren elsewhere in
the region are feeding Iranian Kurds' bitter-
ness at their own lack of political status. At
the same time, Iranian Kurdish parties see
these developments as a landmark oppor-
tunity to carve out a new standing for their
people.

"We're hopeful that Iran will be forced to
give us our rights, too. Let it be like Syrian
Kurdistan. They're ruling themselves with
their own will," Berxwedan told Al Jazeera.
"Why shouldn't it be the same in Iran? This
is our expectation. We don't want to fight,
but we will if we have to in order to defend
Kurdish rights.”

Iranian Kurds' most recent chance for free-
dom came after the Iranian revolution of
1979. Both the liberal nationalist
Democratic Party of Iranian Kurdistan
(PDKI) and the Marxist-oriented group
Komala backed the uprising against the
Shah, taking over swaths of the Kurdish
region in the uprising. Tehran regained
control following abortive talks and years
of bitter fighting. PDKI and Komala fled to
Iragi Kurdistan, where they remain today.

bucked the trend.

PJAK is now the only Iranian Kurdish group
involved in armed struggle against the
Islamic Republic. Founded in 2004, it is
connected to the Kurdistan Communities
Union (KCK), the umbrella body that
includes the PKK. Its bases in the Qandil
Mountains on the Irag-Iran border are next
to the PKK's. PJAK claims to also control an
area spanning 2,200 sq km inside Iran.

Azad Awraz, a member of the PJAK coordi-
nation committee, told Al Jazeera changes
in the regional order bode well for his
organisation's goal of a "democratic Iran
and confederal Kurdistan".

"North, south, and west Kurdistan are fal-
ling like dominoes. The Kurdish issue is
being solved everywhere. Iran has no
choice but to do the same," he says.

PJAK welcomed the Turkey-PKK detente as
a way to isolate Iran. In 2004, Ankara and
Tehran softened their centuries-old rivalry
for regional pre-eminence to join forces
against PJAK and the PKK. They shared
intelligence on rebel movements and coor-
dinated their military operations. Ankara's
peace process with the PKK therefore
leaves Iran lonely and exposed on the
Kurdish front.

"The Iran-Turkey alliance was an obstacle
to us. They made war on us a few times,"
Awraz said. "Now, that won't happen.”

PJAK's side of Qandil has been mostly quiet
since 2011, when Iragi Kurdish authorities
negotiated a ceasefire with Iran following
intense clashes. At a PJAK camp an hour
down a dirt road from a village in Iraqg's
Sulaymaniyah province, fighters spend
much of their time reading. Several works
by jailed PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan sit on
a stuffed bookshelf alongside a Turkish-lan-
guage copy of The Kurds and Kurdistan by

former PDKI president Abdulrahman
Qasimlu. Most of the rebels are in their
20s, and about half are women. They come
from Iran and Turkey.

ON THE OFFENSIVE

The rebels may be tempted to go on the
offensive as Iran is strained by the loss of
its military alliance with Turkey, its increa-
singly active involvement in Syria, and
domestic troubles exacerbated by harsh
international sanctions.

Iran has recently built up its military pre-

We think it's best for the ceasefire
between PJAK and the Iranian
state to continue.

Murat Karayilan, KCK executive
council chairman

sence along the borders with Iraq and
Turkey, according to Awraz. PJAK foreign
affairs spokesman Shamal Bishir told Al
Jazeera that that the Kurds had responded
in kind: "We will and have increased our
[armed] forces inside Iranian Kurdistan.
Increasing forces in villages and cities is
one of our major goals."”

We think it's best for the ceasefire bet-
ween PJAK and the Iranian state to conti-
nue.

Murat Karayilan, KCK executive council
chairman

Bishir quickly added that PJAK sought a
peaceful solution to the Kurdish issue and
prioritised political agitation. Part of this
doubtlessly has to do with the fact that =
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=> the PKK wants to avoid any turmoil that
could disrupt its ongoing withdrawal from
Turkey as part of the peace process.

"We think it's best for the ceasefire bet-
ween PJAK and the Iranian state to conti-
nue,” KCK executive council chairman
Murat Karayilan told Al Jazeera. "The
Middle East is in a pre-storm period.
There's a big possibility that a greater
storm will start. It would be more correct
if Kurds didn't rush to take up arms against
anyone in this period."”

Growing KCK influence in Syria and Turkey
also presents new political opportunities
for PJAK. The rise of the KCK-affiliated
Democratic Union Party (PYD) in Syria has
strengthened the latter's regional leve-
rage. Meanwhile, the ruling parties in Iraqi
Kurdistan - the Kurdistan Democratic Party
(KDP) and the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan
(PUK) - both have recently cozied up to the
PKK as a way of boosting their sagging
popularity at home.

Bishir says lIragi Kurdish authorities are
also giving PJAK a fresh look as they pre-
pare for possible developments in Iranian
Kurdistan. PJAK decided to buy its own
safe house in Sulaymaniyah last summer in
order to facilitate these contacts. "We're
trying to develop good relations for the
coming new period. Soon, eyes will shift
from Syria and Turkey to Iran,"” he says.

KURDISH COALITIONS

PJAK and other Iranian Kurdish parties see
intra-Kurdish strife as a major threat to
their improving prospects. They fear a
replay of northern Syria, where the PYD
has squared off with parties tied to the
KDP. The equivalent in Iran would be a
showdown between PJAK and the factions

The Middle East is going to
change. When the Islamic
Republic came to power, it was
very weak, but the Kurdish
groups were not aligned with
each other. That's why we're
negotiating with each other.

Mustafa Hejri, PDKI

claiming the names PDKI and Komala, both
of which have long-running ties with Iraqi
Kurdish parties.

The Middle East is going to change. When
the Islamic Republic came to power, it was
very weak, but the Kurdish groups were
not aligned with each other. That's why
we're negotiating with each other.

"If in this atmosphere we go through a time
of change and a vacuum, of course, it will
be hard to control the situation,” Bishir
says. "Our goal has been first to establish
dialogue and common understanding of

each other."

The PDKI split in 2006, while five groups
claim the name Komala. Today, the larger
PDKI faction, headed by Mustafa Hejri, is
based in three desolate camps in northern
Irag. Hejri claims the party has 800 pesh-
merga - Kurdish guerrillas - but the mostly
aging, pot-bellied men would be no match
for Iran's Revolutionary Guards.

Hejri's PDKI signed a cooperation accord
with a Komala faction last August. He
rejects contacts with PJAK, which he sees
as a mere extension of the PKK. PDKI last
met with the PKK last year, according to
Hejri.

Still, Hejri says intra-Kurdish negotiations
have taken on greater urgency in recent
months. The lessons of 1979 - when inter-
nal discord helped Iranian Kurds miss a
landmark opportunity - weigh on his mind.

"The Middle East is going to change. When
the Islamic Republic came to power, it was
very weak, but the Kurdish groups were
not aligned with each other. That's why
we're negotiating with each other,” Hejri
tells Al Jazeera.

"Sometimes change occurs speedily. If
we're not ready, we'll lose time." @

Iraq: Kurdish list wins
largest bloc in Ninevah

BAGHDAD - June 26, 2013 - The Associated Press

IRAQI ELECTORAL OFFICIALS say a Kurdish coalition has
won the largest single bloc of seats in provincial elections in the res-
tive northern province of Ninevah, though it fell short of a majo-
rity.

The Independent High Electoral commission announced that the

Kurdish-backed al-Taakhi list won 11 of 39 provincial council seats up
for grabs.

Ninevah borders Iraq's largely autonomous Kurdish region and has a
sizable Kurdish minority. Many of the remaining seats went to Arab
parties.

Iraqi parliament speaker Osama al-Nujaifi's Sunni Arab-backed United
bloc came in second, with eight seats. The Loyalty to Ninevah party,
backed by Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki, was third with four seats.

Residents in Ninevah and neighboring Anbar province voted last week
in local elections that had been delayed due to security concerns. O

1 Killed in Protest in
Southeast Turkey

ANKARA, June 28,2013 By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

A Kurdish politician says paramilitary police have fired on a group
of Kurdish protesters in southeast Turkey, killing one person and
injuring eight others.

Kurdish legislator Nazmi Gur told The Associated Press the protesters

were demonstrating Friday against construction work to expand a mili-
tary post in the mainly Kurdish town of Lice.

The state-run news agency says security forces fired warning shots into
the air to disperse the protesters after some hurled fire bombs and stones.

It reported there were seven people hurt. The different casualty figures
could not immediately be reconciled.

The incident comes as autonomy-seeking Kurdish rebels are withdra-
wing from Turkey as part of peace talks with the Turkish government.

A rebel commander last week criticized Turkish government efforts to
build new military posts amid the peace efforts. O
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Police quell BDP demo urging reforms for
Kurdish solution in Diyarbakir

DIYARBAKIR
www.hurriyetdailynews.com

demonstration in the southeastern city

of Diyarbakir, organized by the Peace
and Democracy Party (BDP) and aimed at
urging the government to speed up reforms
to move the Kurdish peace process forward
was quelled by riot police on June 30.

Security forces used water cannons
and tear gas to disperse the protesters as
Van independent deputy Aysel Tugluk
was preparing to make a statement.

Clashes spread to side streets and at
least three protesters were injured. Some
have also been detained, daily Radikal
reported.

Around 3,000 people had gathered in
Diyarbakir upon a call from the BDFP,
including Diyarbakir Mayor Osman
Baydemir, the BDP's provincial chairman
Ziibeyde Ziimriit and other top local offi-
cials.

How can peace be achieved without
our rights? BDP co-chair asks

BDP co-chair Giiltan Kisanak negotia-
ted with police officers, asking them to
stop their intervention

"How are we going to achieve peace if
we can't fulfill our most democratic and
legitimate rights? I condemn this violent,

fascist attack," Kiganak told reporters.

"The government should decide if it
wants a solution, peace and democratic
politics, or war, conflict and fascism. Then
we will make our own decisions and move
on," Kisanak said, adding that she did not
believe that the intervention was not rela-
ted to the ruling Justice and Development
Party (AKP). "The AKP's attitude is one
that incites these attacks. Nobody will
escape by accusing local officials or
police."

The demonstration in Diyarbakir was
the first of the "Government, take a step”
rallies recently announced by the BDP. The
party said it would organize a three-

Around 3,000
people attended
the march

in Diyarbakar,
including mayor
Osman
Baydemir and
MP Aysel
Tugluk. DHA
photo

month-long  "Democratic ~ Resolution
Move" demanding the government take
action in the form of legal reforms for the
"second phase" of the peace process, the
first one being considered the outlawed
Kurdistan Workers' Party's (PKK) withdra-
wal from Turkish soil.

"The main demand of the 'Democratic
Resolution Move' was for the government
to fulfill freedom for [jailed PKK leader]
Mr. Abdullah Ocalan," the BDP's statement
also said.

The crowd also protested the recent
clashes in nearby Lice between soldiers
and villagers, which left one dead and 10
injured. m

‘ ‘ June /29 /2013

ISTANBUL
www.hurriyetdailynews.com

he  clashes in  southeastern

Diyarbakir's Lice district on June 28
aimed to "disrupt" the ongoing Kurdish
peace process, the ruling Justice and
Development (AKP) Party's
Spokesperson Hiiseyin Celik has com-
mented via Twitter.

"Those who are planning a Big Plot
are trying to put in place the Kurdish
version of Gezi Park. Please be careful,
my Kurdish brother," Celik wrote on his
Twitter account, adding that the clashes
between villagers and soldiers which left
one person dead were the result of a
"dirty conspiracy."

"Big Plot" was the catchphrase
during AKP's mass rallies organized as a
response the nationwide protests.

Lice clashes are the Kurdish version
of Gezi Park: Ruling AKP spokesman

AKP'’s Spokesperson Hiiseyin Celik

Celik also launched the hashtag
#resistresolution ("#diren¢gdziim") on
Twitter, echoing the slogans of the Gezi
Park protesters. "The resolution process
is seriously disturbing the warlords and
those who want to reach their goals
through the blood of this country's chil-
dren. That's why we say #resistresolu-
tion, because if you don't, blood and

hatred will win," Celik wrote.

"The extensions of Ergenekon and
racist nationalists are trying to support
the Big Plot in Lice," he also added, in
reference to the shadowy deep state net-
work accused of plotting a coup against
the AKP government.

'No new gendarmerie station'

Celik also said it was untrue that a
gendarmerie station was being built in
Lice, a fact that allegedly sparked the
protests of the villagers.

"There are currently 15 gendarmerie
constructions underway in Diyarbakair,
all of which are just renewals. There are
no new gendarmerie stations. The
construction at Lice-Kayacik is also a
renewal. Besides, a new facility could be
built if necessary," Celik wrote, calling on
people not to believe what he described
as "social media lies."

The clashes left one dead and 10 inju-
red. Peace and Democracy Party (BDP)
co-chair Giiltan Kisanak and indepen-
dent Van deputy Aysel Tugluk went to
visit the site to collect information. m
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Couvre-feu dans une localité kurde apres
Ia mort de trois manifestants

BEYROUTH, 28 juin 2013 (AFP)

UN COUVRE-FEU a été imposé vendredi a Amouda, dans le nord de la
Syrie, au lendemain de la mort de trois manifestants tués par des miliciens
kurdes du Parti de I'union démocratique (PYD), ont affirmé des militants et
une ONG.

Pour sa part le PYD, émanation syrienne du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan
(PKK), a affirmé qu'un de ses membres avait été tue le méme jour 8 Amouda, a
700 km au nord-est de Damas sur la frontiére avec la Turquie.

"Un couvre-feu a été imposé aujourd'hui par le PYD dans la ville. Personne n'est
autorisé a sortir dans les rues et il y a partout des tireurs embusqués. Je ne vois
pas comment nous allons pouvoir enterrer nos morts”, a affirmé a I'AFP Nichane
Malle, un militant de la ville contacté par internet.

Jeudi des combattants du PYD ont ouvert le feu contre une manifestation appe-
lant a la libération de trois personnes emprisonnées depuis la semaine derniére
par l'organisation kurde.

"Jeudi, vers 19H00 (16H00 GMT), des centaines d'habitants d'Amouda s'étaient
rassemblées dans les rues pour demander la libération de trois militants arrétés
par le PYD sous le prétexte fallacieux qu'ils étaient des trafiquants de haschich",
a expliqué a I'AFP le journaliste-citoyen Havidar de la province de Hassaké, dont
Amouda fait partie.

Alors que les manifestants entonnaient des slogans hostiles au PYD, "les
Assaych (services de sécurité) du PYD ont ouvert le feu sur eux", a précisé
Havidar.

Trois manifestants ont été tués et des dizaines d'autres ont été blessés, selon
I'Observatoire syrien des droits de I'homme (OSDH).

Une vidéo amateur distribuée par les militants montre des hommes armés a
bord d'un pick-up blanc tirant alors que des cris sont entendus dans la foule.

Dans cette ville, d'ou s'est retirée I'armée de Bachar al-Assad, le pouvoir du PYD
et des autres mouvements kurdes est contesté par un fort courant démocratique
qui reproche a ces organisations I'usage de la force pour controler la région,
selon un militant.

Pour sa part, le PYD a assuré qu'un de ses combattants avait été tué le méme
jour par balle lorsqu'un de ses convois avait été attaqué dans la ville.

"Un de nos combattants a été tué par des mercenaires a Amouda et deux autres
ont été blessés", a affirmé le PYD dans un communiqué.

Cependant le journaliste indépendant et militant kurde Massoud Akko a assuré
ne pas croire que les manifestants étaient armés. "Il s'agissait d'une manifesta-
tion pacifique et rien ne justifie 'usage d'armes ici", a-t-il dit a 'AFP via internet.

Un autre groupe important kurde, le Conseil national kurde (CNK), a dans un
communiqué condamné "cet incident honteux". Le CNK se déclare "convaincu"
que la crise @ Amouda est "le résultat des divisions entre Kurdes" et que ceci
"requiert des efforts de tous pour ne pas aller vers une escalade".”

Pour sa part, la Coalition de 'opposition syrienne a dénoncé dans un communi-
qué la violence a Amouda, appelant "toutes les parties a la retenue".

Les Kurdes représentent environ 15% des habitants de la Syrie.

‘Observatoire de la Vie Politique Turque (OVIPOT)........29 juin 2013 ‘

Par Jean Marcou

Hier un jeune homme de 18 ans a été tué et une dizaine de per-
sonnes blessées, lors d’une manifestation dans le sud-est de la
Turquie. C’est le projet de construction d’une nouvelle gendarme-
rie a Kayacik, dans le district de Lice (Diyarbakir), qui est a
’origine des troubles qui ont conduit au drame. Ces derniers ont
opposés 200 manifestants a des forces de sécurité qui ont fait
usage de leurs armes pour des raisons qui restent encore a éluci-
der. Le gouverneur de la province de Diyarbakir a lui-méme
reconnu l’opacité des faits et annoncé qu’une enquéte avait été
ouverte. Toutefois, ce grave incident semble déja susceptible de
mettre le feu aux poudres.

Quelques heures plus tard, en effet, des militants du PKK ont
enlevé un sous-officier de Gendarmerie sur la route reliant Bingol
a Diyarbakir, et ce samedi, des marches de deuil et de protestation
ont eu lieu a Uappel des organisations kurdes, non seulement a
Diyarbakir, mais également a Istanbul. Le co-président du BDP,
Selahattin Demirtas, a appelé le gouvernement a limoger le com-
mandant de la Gendarmerie du district de Lice, en estimant qu’il
était responsable d’un recours injustifiable a "usage d’armes a
feu. Toutefois, dans un tweet, le porte-parole de l’AKP, Hiiseyin
Celik, mettant en garde «ses freres kurdes», n’a pas hésité a affir-
mer que les incidents de Lice étaient en réalité «une version kurde
de Gezi Parki», ourdie par des forces qui veulent porter atteinte au
processus de paix en cours.

Cette affaire intervient au moment ou, apres la fronde de Gezi
Parki et ses suites, beaucoup d’observateurs s’interrogent sur la
viabilité du processus engagé ces derniers mois par le gouverne-
ment et le PKK pour essayer de résoudre la question kurde en
Turquie. Les heurts de Lice sont sans aucun doute le plus grave
incident survenus dans le sud-est du pays, depuis que, le 21 mars
dernier, a l’occasion des fétes de Newroz, Abdullah Ocalan a
appelé a la paix et au cessez-le-feu. On se souvient que la pre-

D’un printemps turc a un été kurde

miére phase du «réglement» avait commencé le 8 mai dernier,
avec le départ des troupes du PKK vers leurs bases-arriére en Irak
du nord. Par la suite, les provinces kurdes de Turquie sont restées
relativement en retrait, lorsqu’a Istanbul, la contestation a éclaté.
Pourtant, depuis que celle-ci s’est atténuée ou plus exactement
muée en actions civiques de protestation, de nombreuses per-
sonnes doutent de la poursuite du réglement de la question kurde
et certains responsables pressent le gouvernement d’agir.

Au cours des 15 derniers jours, plusieurs incidents inquiétants sont
intervenus dans le sud-est. Le 21 juin dernier, un hélicoptére de
’armée turque a essuyé des tirs du PKK. Par ailleurs, lors des mee-
tings qu’il a lancés pour essayer de reprendre linitiative apres
I’évacuation de Taksim, le premier ministre n’a cessé de faire état
du «grand complot», accusant les manifestants d’étre en réalité
des «saboteurs» du processus engagé pour résoudre la question
kurde. Plus récemment, il a estimé que seule une minorité des
militants du PKK avait quitté le territoire turc, en se montrant
ainsi plutot pessimiste sur U'issue des opérations. Le récent tweet
d’Hiiseyin Celik semble relever de la méme posture...

Coté kurde, U'impatience est de plus en plus perceptible. -
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= Le chef de la branche militaire du PKK, Murat Karayilan s’est
inquiété des reconnaissances effectuées, ces derniers temps, par
’aviation turque au-dessus des montagnes de Qandil ou ses troupes
se trouvent stationnées, et il a prévenu que ses hommes étaient
préts a reprendre la lutte armée, si besoin était. Selahattin
Dermirtas, pour sa part, a demandé au gouvernement d’engager
sans plus tarder la seconde phase du processus de paix, celle ou
’on doit s’attacher a résoudre sur le fond les problemes qui se
posent.

Le gouvernement n’a cependant toujours pas fait connaitre ses
intentions ultimes, et en tout état de cause, il n’a pas pris
d’initiative afin d’accréditer ’idée d’une reprise du processus de
paix. Nommé dans le cadre de celui-ci par le premier ministre, le
groupe des sages, qui a visité ’ensemble des départements turcs,

a rendu récemment un rapport en faisant savoir que la balle était
désormais dans le camp du gouvernement. Le vide qui perdure est
donc dangereux. La Turquie sort de trois semaines de manifesta-
tions qui ’ont fortement ébranlée. Alors méme que la contestation
se poursuit, la reprise des affrontements en zone kurde, voire le
développement d’un mouvement global de protestation compara-
ble a celui de Gezi Parki, pourrait ajouter un «été kurde» au récent
«printemps turc», et avoir des conséquences totalement imprévisi-
bles, si les deux mouvements parvenaient a faire leur jonction.

Or, aujourd’hui sur Istiklal Caddesi a Istanbul, les syndicats de la
fonction publique ont défilé avec le BDP, et ce soir, a Taksim, des
manifestants protestent tant contre la libération d’un policier sus-
pecté d’étre a origine de la mort de l’'une des victimes du «prin-
temps turc» que contre les violences de Lice...

18 juin 2013

Total renforce sa présence au Kurdistan

Par ANNE FEITZ

e groupe francais vient d’acquérir
H 80% d’un bloc d’exploration dans
i cette région autonome du nord de I’Irak.
: Total a acheté une participation majo-
i ritaire dans un bloc d’exploration pétro-
i liere au Kurdistan, vient de révéler
I’agence Dow Jones. Il s’agit du bloc de
i Baranan, dans lequel le groupe francais
prendra 80%, aux cotés du gouvernement
i régional du Kurdistan, qui en conservera
§20%.
Total renforce ainsi sa présence dans la
i région semi-autonome du nord de I'Irak,
¢ apres y avoir déja acquis, fin juillet 2012,
une participation de 35% dans deux autres
¢ blocs d’exploration. «Cette nouvelle parti-
i cipation dans un bloc en cours
d’exploration avait été envisagée lorsque
i Total a effectué son entrée au Kurdistan au

cours de I'été 2012. Deés ce temps-la
I’intention initiale était que Total apporte
son expertise technique et son savoir-faire
opérationnel via un role actif d’opérateur»,
a indiqué le groupe.

Plus de 40 milliards de barils de
réserves

D’autres grands groupes, comme les
américains ExxonMobil et Chevron, ou
encore le russe Gazprom, ont aussi pris
position au Kurdistan, ou les réserves sont
estimées a plus de 40 milliards de barils et
ou les contrats de partage de production
sont plus intéressants que dans le sud du
pays. Chevron a ainsi annoncé hier avoir
signé un troisieme contrat de prospection,
apres avoir déja remporté deux contrats en
juillet 2012.

Ces contrats signés avec le gouverne-
ment du Kurdistan ont toutefois provoqué
la colere du gouvernement central irakien,
qui les juge illégaux tant qu’ils n’ont pas

Total monte a 80% dans le bloc
d\ 'exploration pétroliére de Baranan,
au Kurdistan - AFP

été approuvés par le ministre fédéral de
I’Energie. Or, Bagdad et Erbil ne parvien- i
nent pas a se mettre d’accord sur la répar-
tition des revenus pétroliers. Bagdad a
sommé a plusieurs reprises ExxonMobil et :
Total, qui détiennent des intéréts dans le
sud du pays, de choisir leur camp. Sans
conséquence tangible pour le moment. H

29 juin 2013

Hollande a recu le président du Kurdistan irakien

Par AFP

e président Francois

Hollande a re¢u samedi le
président du gouvernement
régional du Kurdistan d’Irak,
Massoud Barzani, a annoncé
I’Elysée, en se refusant a tout
commentaire sur la teneur de
cet entretien.

Mahmoud Barzani préside
aux destinées de la région
autonome kurde depuis la
réunification, en 2005, des
régions kurdes d’Irak, qui

étaient autonomes depuis la
premiére guerre du Golfe en
1991 mais divisées.

Le Kurdistan jouit d’une
grande autonomie et fait de
plus en plus cavalier seul dans
la conduite de ses affaires, en
particulier pétrolieres, provo-
quant la colere de Bagdad.

Une élection présidentielle
doit se tenir en septembre, et
Mahmoud Barzani envisage
de se présenter a un troisieme
mandat, ce que l'opposition
juge illégale
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Tension en Turquie apres la
mort d'un manifestant kurde

ISTANBUL (Reuters) - Dix mille per-
sonnes ont défilé samedi en direction de la
place Taksim, dans le centre d'Istanbul, en
scandant des slogans hostiles au gouver-
nement turc apres la mort d'un manifes-
tant kurde tué la veille par les forces de
l'ordre dans le sud-est du pays.

Le rassemblement entrait dans le
cadre du mouvement de contestation
entamé fin mai, mais s'est mué en élan de
solidarité avec la minorité kurde apres ce
déces.

"Policiers  assassins, hors du
Kurdistan!", ont crié certains manifes-
tants. "L'Etat meurtrier paiera!", langaient
d'autres militants.

Le jeune Kurde de 18 ans tué vendredi
a Kayacik, dans la province de Diyarbakir,
protestait contre la construction d'une
gendarmerie. Dix autres manifestants ont
été blessés par les forces de 1'ordre.

Ces troubles sont les plus violents
depuis l'appel au cessez-le-feu lancé en
mars par Abdullah Ocalan, chef histo-
rique du Parti des travailleurs du
Kurdistan (PKK) détenu depuis 1999, qui
a entamé un processus de paix avec le
gouvernement de Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

Des centaines de personnes ont scandé des
slogans contre le gouvernement samedi a
Diyarbakir, dans le sud-est de la Turquie,
lors des funérailles d'un manifestant kurde
tué la veille par les forces de sécurité.
/Photo prise le 29 juin 2013/REUTERS/Umit
Bektas

A Istanbul, les forces de l'ordre ont
empéché les manifestants d'accéder a la
place Taksim, épicentre de la contestation
depuis bientdt un mois. Apres in sit-in
dans les rues avoisinantes, la plupart ont
quitté les lieux, mais un millier de per-

sonnes y sont restées.

"ATTENTION, ERDOGAN"

Les policiers les ont dispersées en les
poussant a l'aide de leur bouclier. Ils
étaient appuyés par un canon a eau qui
n'a pas été utilisé.

Plusieurs centaines de personnes ont
également manifesté a Diyarbakir, dans le
sud-est de la Turquie, lors des obseques
de la victime. "Attention, Erdogan, ne
nous pousse pas dans les montagnes!”,
ont-elles lancé.

Dans le cadre du processus de paix, les
combattants du PKK ont commencé a
quitter la Turquie pour rejoindre leurs
camarades retranchés dans le nord de
I'Trak.

Le ministeére de I'Intérieur a annoncé
l'ouverture d'une enquéte sur le déces,
précisant que 250 personnes avaient atta-
qué le chantier et que les forces de 1'ordre
avaient procédé a des tirs de sommation
pour disperser la foule.

Le Parti pro-kurde pour la paix et la
démocratie (BDP) a appelé a des manifes-
tations ce week-end dans plusieurs villes
de Turquie, notamment Diyarbakir,
Mersin et Adana. Il entend lancer un "été
de mobilisation" et faire pression sur le
gouvernement afin qu'il lance les
réformes prévues par l'accord de paix
conclu avec le PKK.

L'élection présidentielle au Kurdistan irakien
repoussée de deux ans

ERBIL (Irak), 30 juin 2013 (AFP)

LES ELUS DE I'Assemblée régionale du Kurdistan irakien ont décidé
dimanche de reporter de deux ans I'élection du président de cette
région autonome, en raison d'un différend sur la possibilité du diri-
geant actuel, Massoud Barzani, de briguer un troisiéeme mandat.

Les élections Iégislatives et provinciales du Kurdistan se dérouleront le 21
septembre comme prévu, mais le scrutin présidentiel a été reporté de deux
ans, ont indiqué des députés.

Ce report est le dernier rebondissement en date d'une querelle en cours
depuis des mois au sujet du maintien au pouvoir de Massoud Barzani, prin-
cipale personnalité politique de cette région autonome composée de trois
provinces.

L'opposition fait valoir que M. Barzani a effectué deux mandats, soit le maxi-
mum autorisé par la loi. En revanche, le Parti démocratique du Kurdistan
(PDK) au pouvoir et son partenaire I'Union patriotique du Kurdistan (UPK)
ont appelé a un référendum sur une nouvelle Constitution qui permettrait a
M. Barzani d'exercer jusqu'a deux mandats supplémentaires.

Dimanche, ce différend a dégénéré en bagarre dans le Parlement régional,
avec des députés d'opposition jetant des bouteilles d'eau alors que les élus
en venaient aux poings, avant de voter le report du scrutin présidentiel.

"Le Parlement kurde a approuvé le report de I'élection présidentielle de deux
ans" a indiqué Omar Sadiq, un député partisan du PDK de M. Barzani. "Les

élections du 21 septembre concerneront uniquement le Parlement et les
assemblées provinciales".

Il a indiqué que ce report, vivement critiqué par l'opposition, était destiné a
donner du temps aux partis politiques kurdes irakiens pour qu'ils se mettent
d'accord sur une Constitution, qui a été votée par les députés régionaux en
2009 mais n'a jamais été soumise au référendum prévu par la loi.

Le PDK et I'UPK, dirigé par le président irakien vieillissant Jalal Talabani,
dominent largement & eux deux la politique au Kurdistan irakien, et ils ont
méme présenté des listes communes lors d'un récent scrutin.

lls contrdlent la majorité des 111 siéges du Parlement régional kurde.

Barzani, fils du dirigeant nationaliste tres respecté Mulla Mustafa Barzani,
fondateur du PDK jouit d'une popularité immense dans la région. Lors du
dernier scrutin présidentiel en date, en 2009, il avait empoché 69,6 % des
VOIX.

Le Kurdistan irakien est considéré comme un exemple de stabilité et de
croissance économique dans un pays secoué depuis plusieurs mois par une
flambée de violences et une profonde crise politique, mais des critiques sou-
lignent que le duopole PDK/UPK a tendance a mélanger les genres entre les
institutions régionales et les instances des deux partis, entrainant corruption
et clientélisme.

En février, Human Rights Watch avait accusé les autorités kurdes d'étouffer
la liberté de parole et d'emprisonner sans les inculper des journalistes, des
militants et des opposants politiques.
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