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TURKEY:

THE PKK’S WITHDRAWAL BEGAN ON 8 MAY

ess than a month after

the effective begin-

ning of the PKK’s

withdrawal  from

Turkey, a first clash
was reported in unverifiable cir-
cumstances, since it came from
an Army communiqué — a bor-
der post is said to have been
attacked by Kurdish fighters in
Sirnak Province and a soldier
was slightly injured.

The PKK had, however, com-
plied more rapidly in starting its
withdrawal than  Murat
Karayilan had initially
announced. The PKK military
command had, in fact, indicated
on 28 April last that next
autumn was the most probable
date for withdrawing while
Ocalan had expressed the wish
that it be completed by the end
of summer. As always, it was the
“hope” from Imrali that pre-

vailed over the Qandil timetable
and the Turkish drones showed,
as from the beginning of May,
the first pictures (quickly broad-
cast on Youtube) of Kurdish
fighters preparing to withdraw
to Iraqi Kurdistan by gathering
in the valleys so as to be ready to
cross the border in small groups.

These pictures were confirmed
by an AKP member of
Parliament, Galip Ensarioglu,
who recalled that the same kind
or withdrawal had taken place
in 1999, when Ocalan had called
for a first cease-fire and an end
to the guerrilla. But, according to
Galip Ensarioglu, the Turkish
Army, on that occasion, had
killed over 500 Kurdish fighters,
in addition to those in certain
pockets of resistance, like
Dersim, where Hamili
Yilderim’s troops had refused to
“surrender”. Whether or not

these figures have been swollen,
the fact is that all the PKK'’s
cease-fires have, so far, been uni-
lateral — the Turkish Army hav-
ing always continued its opera-
tions. This month’s doubts were
thus double: would the PKK
unanimously give way to the
demands of Ankara and Imrali
by withdrawing without fight-
ing and would the Turkish
Army, this time, let the Kurdish
troops pass (disarmed or not,
this point being quite unclear,
although  demanded by
Erdogan)?

On 7 May the PKK confirmed
that the withdrawal would begin
the next day and Selahattin
Demirtas, co-President of the
BDP, affirmed that the manoeu-
vres had already begun. They
are due to continue for several
months, since the PKK has about
2000 fighters in Turkey.
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The first withdrawals took place
without Karayilan’s fears (that
the “dark forces” i.e. of the “deep
State” might provoke incidents
and force the Kurds to defend
themselves) being justified — at
least during the month of May...
The Turkish Prime Minister, for
his part, has not ceased repeating
that “the rebels will not be
touched” on the one hand and
that their disarmament should be
the PKK’s priority.

One week later, the first group (9
men and 6 women) had arrived in
Iraqi Kurdistan from Van. The
pictures of the fighters being wel-
comed by their brothers in arms
were broadcast in the media and
on Internet — which allowed the
Iraqi government to protest at this
“flagrant violation” of its
sovereignty with as much effec-
tiveness as when it used to
protest against Turkish military
operations at Qandil. In passing,
it could be seen that they had
brought their arms with them,
despite Erdogan’s wishes.

The bad weather, the snow, rain
and cold had not easer the
progress of the first units, who
took 7 days to reach the border.
The statements these fighters
made to the press unsurprising-
ly echoed the new political line
recommended by Ocalan: the
new era ahead, the new peace
and that the PKK was not giving
up the struggle but trusted its
leader.

A day later the second group (15
people)arrived from the Botan
region (the Cizir/Cizre area near
to the Syrian -Iraqi borders). The
pouring rain had, similarly
made their progress hard and
the officers of this unit men-

tioned the very active presence
of troops and “village quards” but
without any attacks.

For all that, it was not that the
Army observed a total truce.
According to Firat News, the
PKK’s press agency, there was
artillery and mortar shelling on
17May at Yiiksekova (Hakkari),
though no losses were reported
and Turkish reconnaissance
planes unceasingly circled the
region. On 24 May three villages
in the Lice district (Diyarbekir)
were searched by Turkish troops
who arrested several people
without giving any reason.

However the PKK withdrawal
was continuing, at a fairly slow
rate since on 27 May the arrival
of a 6t group of 16 fighters,
including 10 women, was
announced. There were the same
speeches of unconditional alle-
giance to Ocalan, the same cere-
monious welcome by the Qandil
HQ — the repetition of these
performances being, almost cer-
tainly, to strengthen all the
troops (new arrivals as much as
those based on Qandil) in the
conviction that all was for the
best and that it was not a matter
of surrendering but of a “new
stage”. It served also to show the
Kurdish public, those that
watched the PKK TV channels,
for example, that the guerrillas
remained loyal to Ocalan and
followed the leader’s new line.

The 16t group reported the
same bad weather conditions
and also very close Army
surveillance.

If the PKK continues to with-
draw in groups of 10 to 15, some
130 to 140 groups will have to
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arrive gradually. Thus, if they
continue to arrive so slowly, 4 to
6 months would seem a realistic
time span for withdrawing the
2,000 or so fighters to Qandil,
even if the weather improves.

However, the longer this takes,
the greater is the danger of
clashes in the field or of increas-
ing political reversals. Indeed,
the maintenance of the cease-fire
is essentially due to Erdogan’s
determination to continue the
process and to his ability to
make the Army (as well as the
other security forces in the
region) obey him.

Indeed, it was at the end of May
that the Turkish Army
announced that a border post in
Sirnak Province had been fired
at by the PKK and that the Turks
had retaliated with helicopters.
One soldier is said to have been
wounded.

Who, is this time would have an
interest in seeing the Imrali
negotiations fail? Certainly not
the Kurds of the region, whom
whatever their bitterness and
distrust of the Turkish State, do
not want the fighting to recom-
mence or their existence to
become an inferno again. Nor is
it likely to be a proof of
Erdogan’s “duplicity”, since he
has gone too far for a failure in
this truce and the renewal of
Army sehit (martyrs) to do any-
thing but tarnish his credibility.

On 29 May, while visiting
European Union representatives
in Brussels, Selahattin Demirtag
stated that another encounter
between Ocalan and the BDP
was planned to discuss “latest
political developments”.

>>>>>
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SYRIA:

A CHECK-POINT WAR IN THE KURDISH REGIONS

n Syria’s Kurdish
regions, clashes contin-
ued throughout Spring,
more between units of
the Free Syrian Army
(sometimes including Kurdish
brigades) and the YPG than
between the latter and the
regime’s troops, even though in
the field, alliances, truces and
clashes take place without seem-
ing to follow any coherent strat-

egy.

The “Kurdish front” can be
divided into three pockets along
the Northern Syrian borders.

- the region Qamishlo to Dérik
(North-East Syria) inhabited by
Kurds, both Moslem and Yezidi,
and Christians, on the Syrian-
Iraqi borders.

At Qamishlo the Free Syria
Army suddenly decided mid-
April, to take this town of
200,000 inhabitants, the majority
of who are Kurds with a consid-
erable Christian minority. This is
one of the few towns where the
Baath from which the Baath has
not withdrawn leaving it to the
YPG, the Syrian PYD-PKK
armed forces.

This time, the National Kurdish
Council and the PYD unani-
mously insisted that the FSA
and the Syrian Army fight one
another far from Qamishlo, fear-
ing further reprisal shellings of
the surrounding villages, as
occurred the last time the FSA
took up positions in the region.

- Sere Kartiyé, more to the cen-
tre. This region in inhabited by a
mixture of Kurds, Arabs and
Christians along the Turkish
border.

Half of the town is controlled by
the FSA and half by the Kurds,

who reached an insecure alliance
after hard fighting between the
YPG and the fundamentalist
Islamic militia. The town has still
not been completely made
secure and the surrounding vil-
lages may be surrounded by
more or less shifty groups. On 13
May, according to the pro-PKK
Firat News, two villages,
Salihiye and Melle Nuri, 20 Km
North of the town and this very
close to the Turkish borders, was
surrounded by militia who evac-
uated the women and children
before indulging in sacking their
homes. The armed men carried
fundamentalist flags inscribed
with Allah u Akbar (God is
Great).

In general these has been an
upsurge of armed movements
round the town, with attacks on
villages on villages (both Arab
and Kurdish) and kidnapping
and detaining of civilians.
Sometimes the motive is politi-
cal: this the Arab village of El
Soda, 22 km from Seré Kaniyé,
was attacked on 6 May by
groups that burnt the houses
and drove out the inhabitants.
According to the latter, they suf-
fered this fate because of their
“supporting the YPG”. As the
PYD is a Kurdish movement,
this “support” is treated cautious-
ly. However, it is possible that as
these Arabs did not fully collab-
orate with the Al-Nusrat Front
or other Jihadist groups, they
were accused of collusion with
the Kurds on the basis of the
principle that “those not with us
are against us”. It is also possible
that the Arab villages have more
to fear from the fundamentalists
than the Kurds as far as pillag-
ing is concerned — the YPG also
practices requisitioning, but in a
disciplined manner. Some
groups linked to Al-Nusra also
set fire to a health centre in the

Arab quarter of Mehet, for
unknown reasons.

In any case, fighting was
resumed between the YPG and
the Al-Nusra Front at the end of
May — initiated by the latter, it
appears.

- Aleppo: the Sheikh Magsud
and Afrin quarters, in North
West Syria, along the Turkish
borders, is inhabited by Kurds,
both Moslem and Yezidi.

In Aleppo’s Kurdish quarter of
Sheikh Magqsud at the beginning
of April, the PYD flag could be
seen flying side by side with that
of the FSA. An Arab officer testi-
fied to AFP that his men had
been supplied with ammunition
by the YPG and that they were
fighting with the Kurds against
the Baath by trying to block
access to the city by the Syrian
Army, which was making do
with air raids.

However, other checkpoints held
by the YPG were closing access to
Sheikh Magqsud to Syrian rebels,
particularly to looters in the FSA
ranks. The latter is, indeed, much
more varied and disorganised
than the Kurds. Violent acts by
groups more or less affiliated to
the FSA but behaving more like
“war lords” in the field, also
strengthen this distrust. On 13
April the body of a 34-year-old
Kurd, Abrahim Khalil, who was
an activist, was found in Sheikh
Magsud with clear signs of tor-
ture that had caused his death.
He had been arbitrarily arrested
and detained by a dozen other
people.

Then FSA, on its side, remains
mistrustful of the reality of its
political alliance with the YPG
that it suspects has a secret
understanding with the Baath.
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One result of this cooperation
between the FSA and the YPG
has been a fresh wave of
Kurdish refugees from Aleppo
to Afrin, which has opened its
public buildings to families that
don’t have any relatives in the
area who can accommodate
them. They live on humanitarian
aid provided by the Supreme
Kurdish Council. This body
reported, on 10 April, that about
250,000 people had arrived in a
dozen days following the Syrian
Army’s bombing of Sheikh
Magsud (the Kurds form about
20% of the population of
Aleppo). In all, Afrin’s popula-
tion had risen from 600,000
before the war to 1.5 million,
including refugees from Homs
and Deraa. The principal prob-
lem is the absence of any inter-
national humanitarian aid, since
Afrin is hemmed in between
Aleppo and Turkey, which is
disinclined to supply food to a
region held by the PYD.

Control of the checkpoints is one
of the causes of conflict. On 26
May fighting broke out between
the YPG and one of the Moslem
Brotherhood’s armed groups,
Liwa al-Tawhid, the latter accus-
ing the Kurds of letting “Shiites”
(that is Alawis) from Nabel vil-
lage pass through their check
point to get food supplies or else
that the YPG did not allow the
FSA militia through to attack
these Alawi villages. Indeed, the
“Kurdish mountain” lies between
Aleppo and the Sunni Arab
zones and the “Alawi mountain”.

Among the FSA groups threat-
ening to attack Afrin are also
some Kurds that are very hostile
to the YPG, like the Salahaddin
Brigade, that considers the PYD
are “traitors” who are acting as
pro-Assad militia.

On both sides, despite the agree-
ment over the areas controlled
by the FSA and the YPG, accusa-

tions of checkpoint breaches or
looting and violence are enven-
oming this precarious coopera-
tion, which could, nevertheless,
be reinforced by the imminent
Syrian Army attack on Aleppo
following its victory at al-
Qusayr. The Kurds also com-
plain about the fragmentation of
the FSA between 2larmed
groups, which makes any appli-
cation of agreements very diffi-
cult.

However, while the Kurds are
more homogenous than the
Arabs in the military field (main-
ly because there are few armed
groups capable of passing them-
selves off as rivals to the YPG)
the same is not true in the politi-
cal field.

Exacerbated by the endless inter-
nal divisions that have dogged
them since the beginning of the
Syrian revolt, some Syrian Kurds
organised a sit in on 24 April in
front of the Erbil Parliament call-
ing for the unification of the
Syrian Kurdish parties. The
demonstrators demanded that
the Kurdish Parliament “exert
pressure on the (Syrian) Kurdish
movement to make it work more
effectively in the interests of the
Syrian Kurds”.

Four days later, Masud Barzani
once again brought together the
leaders of the parties in the
Kurdish National Council and
those of the Western Kurdistan
People’s Council (an offshoot of
the PYD, itself a branch of the
PKK) to discuss the points of
disagreement between the two
sides. The PYD itself was absent,
giving, among other reasons, its
refusal to sit with representa-
tives of the Azadi Party, with
which it had some bloody clash-
es. The Syrian Kurdish
Progressive Democratic Party
(closely linked to the PUK) also
refused to attend. The PUK and
the PKK had recently drawn
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closer, at least on Syrian issues,
to counter the influence of
Barzani’s KDP in the West. On
the other hand the PYD sent a
delegation to meet the Kurdish
President directly.

However, neither meetings nor
delegations smoothed out the
disagreements and the tone
between the KRG and the PYD
became even more inflamed
when the YPG kidnapped 75
members of the Democratic
Party in Syria (itself close the
Barzani’s KDP) in a series of
local raids. The majority of the
Kidnapped members had recent-
ly returned from KRG training
camps, which can explain this
dragnet, since the YPG does not
appreciate having its military
hegemony challenged.

Other sources link these arrests
to demonstrations organised by
the Syrian KDP against the PYD
on 17/18 May at Qamishlo,
mainly to demand that the PYD
release some young Kurdish
opponents who they had been
detaining for several months
and demanding that it apply the
Erbil agreements (on the joint
management of the Kurdish
regions and for a unified mili-
tary command). The excuse
given for these arrests by the
PYD was their “illegal” crossing
the Syrian border, the party
claiming the right to control the
movements of Syrian Kurds by
their police force as well as their
possessing arms.

In reprisal the Kurdistan govern-
ment closed the Pesh Khabour
border crossing as from 20 May,
after demanding that the PYD
release its sympathisers. In a
communiqué on its official web
site, it warned the PYD that it
should cease to consider itself
the only representative of the
Syrian Kurds:

“No one can declare himself the rep-
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resentative of the Kurdish people of
Syria before the holding of elections.
We will no allow such conduct. If
they (the PYD) do not change their
attitude we will use other methods” .

A month earlier Masud Barzani
had already condemned the
PYD’s murders, arrests and kid-
nappings of members of other
parties.

The border issue had already
arisen in April when the
Kurdish Supreme Council
(KSC), especially its pro-PYD
elements, had announced its
intention of preventing the flow
of Kurdish refugees from Syria
to Iraqi Kurdistan. The reason
given then was not the over-
crowding of the Domiz refugee
camp or of overloading the
KRG’s capacity for receiving
them but “the danger of a mass
emigration” that would leave the
Kurdish regions of Syria emp-
tied of its original population
and occupied by Arab refugees
fleeing the violence in their own
towns.

Behind this fear of the
“Arabisation” of Syrian Kurdistan
can, certainly be seen the memory
of the “Arab belt” launched by
Syria in the 60s or the now quasi
insoluble Kirkuk issue and the
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forcible Arab colonisation that had
uprooted thousands of Kurds.
However, this fear of the collapse
of the Kurdish population does not
justify the PYD’s refusal to allow
Peshmergas not affiliated to the
YPG to cross the border in the
other direction, as provided for in
the Erbil agreements.

Indeed, the other members of
the KNC attacked this decision
as an attack on freedom and an
attempt by the YPD and its
armed forces to hide the reason
for the flight of Kurds to the
KRG — many of the Qamishlo
Kurds can no longer stand the
PYD’s management and political
authorities as well as its rather
partisan manner of distributing
humanitarian aid by favouring
its own sympathisers and
activists, according to anony-
mous testimony collected by the
newspaper Rudaw.

For its part, when it does not
close this crossing point (which
seems to be the situation today)
the KRG seems decided to open
a permanent crossing point
(bypassing Baghdad’s authorisa-
tion) by building a bridge at the
Pésh Khabur crossing point to
enable the Kurds to receive a
permanent food supply by lor-
ries instead of, as hitherto, by

rafts or boats. At the beginning
of May the bridge was, accord-
ing to the Kurdish authorities,
already half built at a total cost
of 2 million US dollars.

However, in his warning to the
YPD Masud Barzani declared
that the power sharing provided
for in the Erbil agreements
should be a “bridge towards self
criticism”. Not wanting to initiate
fratricidal fighting between the
KNC’s Peshmergas and the
PYD, the Pésh Khabur bridge is
perhaps the only effective way
of exerting pressure on the PYD,
which would no longer be able
to count on anyone other than
the KRG for reinforcements of
men and arms from the PKK if
the latter completely withdraw
from Turkey.

Thus, from Sheikh Magsud and
Afrin to Pésh Khabour, the
struggle of the Syrian Kurds
hinges, for the moment at least,
on the control of the troop move-
ments (friendly or otherwise)
and food supplies between the
checkpoints and the border
crossing — in other words on
the control of the transport
routes in a divided Kurdish
region jammed between the
forces inside the country and
border incursions.

IRAQ:

DEBATE ABOUT AN “INTERIM” PRESIDENT

n 5 May, Mrs Hero

Talabani, Jalal Talabani’s

wife, went to Iran at the

head of a delegation of

senior PUK officials fol-
lowing an official invitation from
Teheran. The object of the meet-
ings with the Iranian officials,
according to the PUK, was to
“discuss bilateral ties and region-
al developments” — without fur-
ther details.

This is not the first time that Iraqi
Kurdish political leaders have vis-

ited Iran because of the close eco-
nomic and political relations
between the Kurdistan Regional
Government at that country.
However, Hero Talabani’s pres-
ence at the head of the delegation
has, once again, aroused ques-
tions about the effective leader-
ship of the PUK since the Iraqi
President’s stroke in December
2012.

The haziness regarding his state
of health encourages all sorts of
contradictory rumours and

news. Whereas those close to
Jalal Talabani had announced,
several months ago, that he had
come out of his coma and had
“miraculously” recovered all his
faculties, the Iranian Fars News
agency reported, last month, that
he had just come out of his
coma. Naturally, the Kurd’s
denial was not long coming and
on 9 May Dr. Najmaldin Karim,
who is personally treating Jalal
Talabani, reaffirmed that his
conditions had not substantially
altered since his last health bul-
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letin in February. On that occa-
sion his return to Kurdistan had
been envisaged for 10 March
(which in fact did not occur).
Najmadin Karim also pointed
out that he would soon be flying
to Germany where the Kurdish
leader is still undergoing treat-
ment.

Finally, 10 days later, photos
showing the President, wearing
an ordinary suit and surrounded
by his medical team, were pub-
lished and quickly did the
rounds of the Kurdish and Arab
social networks and press sites.
These showed Jalal Talabani, in
everyday clothes, seated at a
garden table in a park surround-
ed by his doctors.

A week before the photos were
spread around, the Iraqi
Supreme Judicial Council had
announced that the Public
Prosecutor had asked the
Speaker of the Parliament,
Osama al-Nujaifi, to act legally
in his place, because of “the
President of the Republic’s long
absence from his duties”. Such an
action would have been done in
accordance with the measures of
Article 72/11/c, based on Article
(1) of Law N°159 of 1979 (as
amended). Indeed, article (72 /
IT / ¢) of the Iraqi Constitution
does state that in the absence of
the President of the Republic
from his duties, whatsoever be
the reason, a new President be
elected to complete the term of
office of the incapacitated presi-
dent.

Immediately following the
Supreme Judicial Council’s
announcement, Muqtada as-
Sadr, at the head of Shiite reli-
gious party prone to sometimes
extreme actions and often in
conflict with the Shiite Prime
Minister, Nuri al-Maliki, official-
ly supported the nomination of
an “alternative” Iraqi President,
so as to resolve, in his view,

problems such as “the rampant
corruption in the country, the post-
ponement of elections (in the
Provinces of) Mosul and Anbar,
the penalisation of the Baath, the
attacks on demonstrators, the
return of Baathists to office, the
acquittal of the resistance, the depe-
nalisation of actions targeted at the
occupiers, the Central Bank, the
ration cards, arms and sonar traf-
ficking and to examine the cases of
innocent detainees who had suffered
torture”.

In reply to this petition, the
Speaker of Parliament, Osama
al-Nujafi, a nationalist and fairly
secular Sunni Arab from Mosul
stated that he “would not hesitate
to take all the constitutional mea-
sures necessary to find an alterna-
tive solution for the position of
President Jalal Talabani” and that
he had transmitted the Public
Prosecutor’s petition to the
Parliament’s Legal Councillor:
“We will examine all the conclu-
sions on this question and will take
measures such as to question the
medical team regarding Talabani’s
health and his response to treat-
ment. We have received news of an
improvement of his condition”,
added Osama Nujaifi, who did
not seem in too much of a hurry
to tackle this problem, contrary
to the Sadrists.

Since the Constitutional tensions
and constitutional are always pre-
sent between Baghdad and Erbil,
the Kurds, obviously, hope that
one of their people should be
again elected to the Presidency.
However, the considerably wors-
ened relations between the Sunni
and Shiite Arabs also mean that a
Kurdish  President would
undoubtedly have the support of
the Sunnis. It should be recalled
that the Deputy Prime Minister,
who is a refugee in Turkey, was
sentenced in his absence for “ter-
rorism” (which he denies) and
that demonstrations in several
Sunni Arab towns were bloodily
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repressed by the Iragi Army. Jalal
Talabani had successfully assert-
ed himself as President of the
Republic at a time when civil war
was tearing the country apart,
and his qualities as a diplomat
and his great knowledge of Arab
politics had helped to ease these
Iraqi internal conflicts and some-
times those between Kurds and
Arabs.

Since many in politics accuse the
Prime Minister Nuri Maliki of
monopolising all the key posts in
Iraq, a Kurdish President can thus
seem desirable to all his oppo-
nents, even if this 2005 “consen-
sus” is not written into the
Constitution, although many
Kurds often tend to take it for
granted.

The whole problem is to find a
successor “acceptable” to Nuri
Maliki and his cabinet but also
someone capable of asserting
himself in the present tense atmo-
sphere. From this point of view, a
Kurd from the PUK would
undoubtedly be preferable, from
a pro-Maliki point of view, to a
member of Barzani’s KDP. The
PUK also has closer historic rela-
tions with Iran than the KDP.
Thus Ahmedinjad’s successor
would be more likely to support
him and get the Shiites to do so.
The recent meetings in Teheran of
Barham Salih and now of Hero
Talibani could well have been
about this succession.

In any case, the name most often
put forward by the Kurds is that
of the General Secretary of the
PUK, Barham Salih, who was
Prime Minister of the Kurdistan
Regional Government from 2009
to 2012 but, above all had been
Deputy Prime Minister to Nuri
Maliki from 2004 to 2009.

However, a month after the Iraqi
Public prosecutor’s petition and
after Nuri Maliki’s return from
Erbil, where he went to meet
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Masud Barzani for an umpteenth
attempt at reconciliation, things
are still unchanged: Jalal Talabani
has not returned from Germany,
has not made any public appear-
ance and if the question of an
“alternative solution” has been
dealt with as well as that of
Kirkuk and all the disputes
between the Kurds and the Arabs,
nothing has been disclosed about
them. The Kurdish member of
Parliament, Mahmud Othman,
has, indeed, criticised the form of
this meeting as being “ambiguous
and opaque”.

The daily paper Al Destur, never-
theless affirmed that a list of
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names had been examined by
Nuri Maliki and the KRG
President regarding Talibani’s
“replacement” without any fur-
ther information except that Nuri
Maliki’s Parliamentary block, The
State of Laws. Had not expressed
any reservations about the possi-
bility of Barham Salih assuming
this office. A future visit by
Masud Barzani to Baghdad may
clarify this point unless they will
need to wait for the PUK to
decide on its other presidential
candidate — for the Presidency of
Kurdistan. Indeed, the date fort
his election, originally set for 21
September has just been post-
poned to allow the Constitution

to be amended and for the issue
of whether or not it is legal for
Barzani to stand as candidate for
a third term of office has been
resolved.

In this case, it is not unlikely that
there could be an exchange of
good offices between the KDP
and the PUK, the former support-
ing the nomination of Barham
Salih as Iraqi President in
exchange for the support of the
PUK Parliamentary group for a
constitutional amendment that
leave the field free for Masud
Barzani to stand and then to man-
ager another coalition govern-
ment.

AACHEN:

DUHOK’S INTERNATIONAL LYCEE (HIGH SCHOOL)

n 9 May, the Dohuk

International Lycée

founded by Monsignor

Rabban, was appointed

prizewinner of the 2013
Aachen Peace Prize.

Created in 1988 by a group of 46
people who wished to promote,
praise and help men and women
who work for understanding
between peoples and for restor-
ing confidence between hostile
groups, this Prize is given with-
out any criteria of religion, ideol-
ogy or political membership.
Today the
Aachenerfriedenspreis has 350
members and 50 organisations,
institutions or parties and the
city of Aachen.

The Committee published the
reasons of its choice on its web
site, namely that “many commu-
nities have lived in Kurdistan for
many centuries: Kurds, Christians
(Chaldeans, Assyrians and
Aramaic), Turkomenians, Yezidis,
Shabaks, Armenians, Feyli Kurds
Mandeans and also, until the 60s,
Jews. From 1961 to 1975 fought a
war for their self-determination. In

RECEIVES A PEACE PRIZE

retaliation, the Iraqi government
destroyed thousands of villages. In
1970 a partial autonomy was grant-
ed to the mainly Kurdish North
Iraq. The Anfal campaign (the code
name for a genocidal campaign
waged by the Baath Party under
Saddam Hussein) caused, according
to UNO estimates, 180,000 Kurdish
victims. The whole of the region’s
population was victimised by this
violence. Those who could, sought
asylum abroad. Many Christians
fled to the South of the country, to
Baghdad or Basra. After the Second
Gulf War, in 1991, the Kurds
gained a considerable degree of
autonomy — with their own consti-
tution, freedom of religion and pro-
tection of the ethnic minorities.

The Chaldean Bishop, Rabban Al-
Qas was born in 1949 at Komane, a
village in Amadiya Province. We
witnessed the bombing of villages,
the deporting and massacring of the
Kurds. After autonomy was secured
after 1991, he founded a local
organisation that played a part in
rebuilding some of the villages and
churches in their region of origin.
Rabban Al-Qas is both a charismat-
ic and practical man who’s not

afraid of getting his hands dirty.
His wvision is that of the peaceful co-
existence of ethnic groups and reli-
gions. In the traditionally multi-
ethnic and multi-cultural region of
Iraqi Kurdistan, it is possible to
establish a culture of tolerance and
peace in the community, which
would be so important for the future
of children and the young. He is
convinced that dialogue, respect and
reconciliation practiced from an
early age are the fundamentals of
tolerance and confidence.

We can build many houses, here
and elsewhere. But, for me, the most
important thing is making people
aware in order to change society —
thanks to education. After decades
of civil war we can now establish
common rules for peace and devel-
opment”.

Rabban Al-Qas undertook the
founding of a modern, vanguard
school in line with his concepts:
girls and boys study together. The
principle of sex equality applied.
The girls are strengthened and
supported in their social blossom-
ing to the extent that is possible,
so as to remedy the fatalist belief
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of destiny regarding the role of
women in society and the exis-
tence of an alleged masculine
domination. Ethnic or religious
membership is of no importance.
The cultural roots of all are
respected. The separation of poli-
tics and religion are essential and
take place at school. Education is
a socio-political task in which reli-
gion has no place.

Rabban Al-Qas was able to per-
suade the Kurdish government of
the soundness of his idea. In 1999
the latter gave the Chaldean
Church a suitable plot of land at
Duhok, the capital of Duhok
Province, close to the Turkish bor-
der. The city (about 450,000
inhabitants) is safe, prosperous
and endowed with a university.

In 2004, the Duhok International
School opened its gates to 75
pupils. Its director is Bishop
Rabban Al-Qas. The teaching staff
comes from different ethnic and
religious groups. The school is co-
educational — girls and boys
learn together, equality of rights
and chances are applied. Neither
ethnic, social nor religious origin
plays any part. Five languages are
taught: English, French, Arabic,
Kurdish and Aramaic. English is
used as the lingua franca between
all the students. No religious
instruction is given which is left
to each religious community to

supply.

“There is no place, amongst us, for

religious conflict” explained to an
Austrian delegation the Kurdish
teacher Abdul Wahid A. Atrushi,
a fervent Moslem, who is on the
best of terms with the country’s
Christians.

Mgr Rabban explains the philoso-
phy of his model school: “All the
pupils take part in one another’s cul-
tural lives and invite each other, for
example, to religious holidays. They
need to learn cultural diversity at an
early age and so bring up a new gen-
eration that can overcome hatred”.

Education for peace plays an
important part in the practice of
non-violent communication. The
school’s first year (half of them
girls) graduated to university in
2011. Most are studying in Iraqi
Kurdistan; three are studying
their degree at Dortmund but
want to return to the Region after
graduation, to be useful to their
community. At the moment the
school has 300 pupils. The Duhok
International School is one of the
most modern and best on Iraqi
Kurdistan and the young genera-
tion has a “major role” to play
regarding the maintenance of
peace.

“The youth is the future of
Kurdistan. What they learn at school
they will carry over into society”,
explains Bishop Rabban Al-Qas.

According to a research study
carried out by Carmen Eckhardst,
who published a report on the
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Christians of North Iraq, the
Dohuk International School is the
only one in the Middle East to
carry out in such a coherent man-
ner an education for peace. Above
all, the children and young peo-
ple of this school, who have been
direct witnesses of the violence to
which they have been subjected,
are learning here in their daily
lives, that friendship, laughter,
learning and peace all go togeth-
er.

Thus the Prize Committee of the
Aachen Peace Prize judged the
school to be “exemplary”. It needs
international recognition to
enable it to survive, because
peace, in this region is fragile. The
political situation in the Middle
East is still threatening. The level
of security in Iraqi Kurdistan is
much higher than in the disputed
regions of Mosul, Kirkuk and the
rest of Iraq. Even here, the
minorities still feel the lack of last-
ing economic and physical securi-

ty.

The Aachenerfriedenspreis
Committee concludes: “the emerg-
ing Kurdistan has created good con-
ditions for a stable democracy and for
observance of human rights. The
attribution of the 2013 Aachen Peace
Prize to the Duhok International
School is a strong signal addressed to
the country as a whole. The school is
a model project for peace, reconcilia-
tion and understanding between eth-
nic groups and religious communi-
ties”.

FILMS:

TWO KURDISH FILMS ARE RELEASED IN FRANCE

wo Kurdish films were
released in May and
one of them was shown
in Cannes.

On 1%t May “Pari(s) d’exile” (a
pun between “Paris of exile” and
“betting on exile”) was released
in France with the following
summary: “Zirek is a Kurd from

Turkey. Stateless in Paris for over a
quarter of a century, he promised
his father to send him his grandson,
so that he can visit the native land
to which he can no longer go him-
self. This five-day journey to
Kurdistan revives his memories and
his fears. He will mentally follow
his son’s steps by phone, divided
between the pleasure of rediscover-

ing, through him, his country and
its customs and his anxiety at this
journey through a country still sub-
ject to a curfew.

The journey plunges him back into
his past, starting with the airport at
which he had himself first arrived in
France twenty-five hears earlier. He
will relive his life from his first steps
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as a refugee, filled with his certainty
of soon returning home to his pre-
sent situation of exile, to his separa-
tion from his family, his loss of illu-
sions and of all hope. As he travels
towards his father’s native Hakkari,
the son begins, little by little, to
rediscover his far off father. Their
relationship, difficult at first, devel-
ops through their phone calls into a
sort of connivance”.

Screen at the Saint-André des
Arts cinema, the film has
received critical praise from the
press and specialised Web sites.

Thus Fiches du Cinéma (Cinema
files) (on the Comme au cinéma
Site) talks about “a film that is
modest in conception, whose fragili-
ty provides some moments of rare
emotion (...) Pari(s) d’exile is a
somewhat enigmatic punning title
that seems to tell us that, despite the
haunting pain that grips all forced
into departure, the danger of con-
tinuing to live is a tempting gam-
ble. And, since life continues, a con-
nection is needed. His son will
become that link. With the future, of
course but also with the past,
thanks to this journey to Turkey
which enables him to meet his hith-
erto unknown family and to give his
father the souvenir of the roots from
which he was torn.

However, Pari(s) d’exil is not,
strictly speaking, a political film.
You will find out virtually nothing
about the situation of the Kurds in
Turkey except through some news-
paper cuttings that appear in a
moment of hopeless anger. No,
Zirek’s film is a swinging and shak-
ing attempt at poetry that never
really walks with both feet because
one cannot have one foot in
Anatolia and one in Paris without
looking self conscious. However,
Zirek sometimes directly touches
intimacy because he only talks of
things he knows. Thus his phone
conversations with his son say more
than they seem to. Zirek’s approach
is very evaluative”.
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Noémie Luciani (Le Monde) pre-
sents Paris d’exil as a “Self portrait
of a stateless person as a lonely acro-
bat”, recalling that Zirek “first
appeared on French screens in a film
by Yilmaz Giiney, the great Turkish
film director of Kurdish origin, The
Wall, shown at the 1983 Cannes
Film Festival. In this, Zirek had the
part of a horrible guard responsible
for supervising young delinquents in
an Ankara prison, He was stripped of
his Turkish nationality following his
participation in this”. (...) Between
some scenes tempered with fantasis-
ing (the traditional Turkish dance
hallucinated on a boat on the Seine)
and the conscious delirium of a left
on his own and the voice off that,
here and there calmly speaks some
poetically meditative lines, the film
seems made up from odds and ends.
However, the human adventure that
he uses as a red thread is told with
such sincerity that seems easy and
very moving to follow the exile
through his labyrinth”.

Another well received film, My
sweet pepperland, directed by
Hiner Saleem, was selected for e
Cannes Film Festival in the Un
certain regard (A particular point
of view) class.

Baran, a newly appointed police
officer, has been posted to an iso-
lated village the meeting point of
Iraq, Iran and Turkey and the site
of all kinds of trafficking and
smuggling. He intends ensure
that the law is observed. This for-
mer fighter for Kurdish indepen-
dence has, therefore to confront
the local gang leader. He also
meets Govend, the village
schoolteacher, a young woman
who is both beautiful and inde-
pendent. ..

Bruno Icher, film critic of
Libération newspaper, humorous-
ly describes its screening at
Cannes: “Thierry Frémaux, in a
lengthy monologue, called the film
team to come onto the stage, that is,
apparently, at least a quarter of the

population of Kurdistan, where the
film was made”. He describes the
film as a “contemporary Western,
interspersed with a lot of burlesque.
It should be stressed that the solidly
chaotic context of the construction of
a newly independent country, long
occupied by Saddam Hussein’s
troops, is a perfect setting for trans-
posing there conquest of the West,
here represented buy the immensity
of with rocky space, ancestral cos-
tumes and more or less acceptable
adventurers armed to the teeth”.

This Western aspect of the film is
accepted by the director himself,
who, in his press release, replying
to the question of whether we
could talk about “Easterns” as we
talk about “Westerns” said:
“Absolutely! I told myself that the
frivolity of the Western gave me con-
siderable freedom and that the natu-
ral scenery lent itself to exploring
this genre. Moreover I think that
Kurdistan today is quite like America
at the time of the Wild West. Oil is
being found. Roads are being built
along with schools and infrastruc-
tures — and they are trying to
ensure the observance of the law.
Until very recently, each local war-
lord imposed his own law on his
domain. Today the state embodies the
same law for everyone and is bring-
ing modernity to the country —
greatly to the discontent of local
potentates. There are, therefore,
many similarities between Kurdistan
and the Far West. We have seen a
“No Mans Land” transform itself
into a nation and endow itself with
laws, a central authority and legiti-
mate institutions. This new Kurdish
State has gradually put an end to the
trafficking in medicines, alcohol and
food and it has accompanied social
emancipation with the liberation of
women. This is the socio-political
context that enabled me to write this
story in this way (...) An Eastern
epic, but also a story about love and
the status of women in a society still
marked with archaism and religious-
ness. Indeed, the lack of equality
between the sexes shocks me pro-
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foundly: I am convinced that no
country can achieve democracy with-
out equality between men and
women. In my view it is an indispen-
sible struggle (...) In some societies, a
woman'’s sexuality does not belong to
her — and this is what I condemn,
because she is deprived of freedom.
Indeed, the woman must not be
reduced to being a man’s honour: it is
time to separate the question of hon-
our from the sexual issue. If the veil
must be imposed on anyone, let it ne
the men! What is more beautiful than

love chosen in total freedom? Women
do not always have a choice.
Furthermore, this deprivation of free-
dom also engenders suffering and
frustration in men, who cannot asses
the happiness they lose in such a cli-
mate (...) Over the last dozen years,
the opening up of Kurdistan to the
world, access to Internet, and satellite
television has made attitudes develop
considerably. Nevertheless, the ques-
tion of honour remains resonant.
This contradiction is shown with
Govend'’s father and brothers — and
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those who condemn her are above all
worried about what others will think.
Oddly enough, among the Kurds
women have always worked and
assumed economic and political
responsibilities. However, the annex-
ation of Kurdistan, the influence of
neighbouring countries and some of
their religious constraints, have pro-
voked an appalling regression.
Incidentally, I love the Kurds,
because their whole musical tradition
is one of praise and love of women!
But all this before marriage. ..
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Turquie: Un pas vers la paix

Le PKK a annoncé le retrait de ses troupes hors du pays a partir du 8 mai dans le cadre du
processus de reglement de la question kurde

N nouveau pas a été franchi

dans le processus engagé pour
mettre un terme au conflit kurde.
Depuis fin 2012, des discussions
ont lieu entre Ankara et le chef
emprisonné du Parti des travail-
leurs du Kurdistan (PKK),
Abdullah Ocalan. Le dernier fruit
de ces discussions est 'annonce
faite par le PKK du retrait de ses
forces combattantes de Turquie
vers ses bases arriére du nord de
I'lraq a partir du 8 mai. Selon le
numéro deux de l’organisation,
Murat Karayilan, ce retrait devrait
s’achever au plus tard 'automne
prochain. Le chef militaire a pré-
cisé que Abdullah Ocalan souhai-
tait un retrait plus rapide, avant
l'automne, mais il a exprimé des
doutes sur la capacité de son orga-
nisation a respecter un tel délai.

M. Ocalan avait lancé fin mars un
appel a la tréve et au retrait des
combattants du mouvement hors
de Turquie, afin de faciliter le
réglement d'un conflit qui a fait 40
000 morts. Le PKK avait demandé
la création d’'une commission par-
lementaire chargée de surveiller le
cessez-le-feu et le retrait de ses
combattants, mais le gouverne-
ment s’était contenté de nommer
une « commission des sages ».

Le numéro deux du PKK a toute-
fois précisé que ce retrait serait «
immédiatement arrété » si les
rebelles étaient pris pour cible par

I'armée turque. « Nous aurons
recours le cas échéant a notre
droit de légitime défense et de
représailles », a-t-il averti. En effet,
il est vrai que dans le passé,
I'armée turque avait profité de
tréves unilatérales du PKK pour
infliger de lourdes pertes a ses
troupes.

Or, cette fois-ci, la position
d’Ankara semble avoir changé. En
effet, la paix renforcerait la crédi-
bilité d’Ankara sur la scéne inter-
nationale et leverait un obstacle de
taille pour une éventuelle adhé-
sion a I'Union européenne (voir
sous-encadreé).

UNE RESOLUTION
PHASES

EN TROIS

« Si Dieu veut, cela ne va pas seule-
ment étre la fin du terrorisme.
Pour la Turquie, cela marque la fin
d'une ére d’obscurité. La Turquie
est en train de passer a une nou-
velle étape », a déclaré le premier
ministre turc, Recep Tayyip
Erdogan. Mais il s’est aussi montré
prudent : « Nous sommes en ce
moment extrémement prudents.
Nous n’avons pas renoncé a pren-
dre des précautions contre les sab-
otages et les provocations », a-t-il
dit, appelant toutes les forces
vives de la nation a soutenir
I'effort de paix en cours. « Ne lais-
sons pas se refermer la porte qui
s’est ouverte devant la Turquie. Ne
laissons pas ce climat se détérior-

er », a-t-il clamé. En menant des
négociations avec le PKK, aux-
quelles une majorité de Turcs
étaient opposés, M. Erdogan a pris
un risque politique, alors que des
élections sont prévues I'an
prochain.

Mais M. Erdogan n’avait pas le
choix. Lancée en 1984 pour
obtenir un Etat kurde indépendant
dans le sud-est de la Turquie, la
lutte du PKK a vidé les coffres de
I’Etat, a entravé le développement
du sudest turc et a terni le bilan du
pays en matiére de droits de
I’homme. Et il était temps d’y trou-
ver une solution. Cela dit, il serait
naif de trop se réjouir. Les ques-
tions en suspens restent nom-
breuses et le PKK attend des
mesures concrétes en retour. Le
plan du parti prévoit en effet un
processus de reglement de la
question kurde en trois phases,
dont le cessez-le-feu et le retrait
de ses troupes constituent unique-
ment la premiére.

D’ores et déja, les deux parties
s’opposent sur la question du

désarmement : le gouvernement
turc souhaite un retrait sans
armes alors que les combattants
kurdes s’y opposent. La question
du désarmement représente la
pierre d’achoppement du proces-
sus de paix. Et la mise en applica-
tion du reste du processus risque,
elle aussi, de soulever certains
obstacles. Les Kurdes réclament
en effet « 'accomplissement par le
gouvernement turc de ses obliga-
tions ». Elles consistent en une
réforme de la Constitution pour
¢élargir la prise en compte de la
minorité kurde, ’abolition des mil-
ices kurdes financées par Ankara
pour lutter contre les rebelles,
ainsi que « le lancement d’un
processus de normalisation » de
méme que la libération de M.
Abdullah Ocalan.

Une derniére question de taille
demeure sur I'incidence qu’aura le
retrait des troupes d’Iraq, actuelle-
ment en proie a des violences con-
fessionnelles et a un bras de fer
entre le Kurdistan autonome et les
autorités de Bagdad . &
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Irak: les ministres et députés
kurdes vont cesser leur boycott

Agence France-Presse

Erbil - Les ministres et députés kurdes
irakiens vont mettre fin a leur boycott

du gouvernement central et du Parlement

entamé en mars, a déclaré mercredi le pre-

mier ministre de la région autonome du

Kurdistan.

Lors d'une réunion, les partis poli-
tiques kurdes «ont décidé de faire revenir a
Bagdad les ministres et les députés kurdes
(...) et de participer aux réunions du cabinet
et du Parlement irakiens», a déclaré
Nechirvan Barzani lors d'une conférence
de presse a Erbil.

Le boycott avait commencé en mars

apres l'adoption du budget fédéral, les
Kurdes estimant que Bagdad ne rémuné-
rait pas correctement les compagnies pétro-
lieres étrangeres implantées dans la région
autonome, située dans le nord de 1'Trak.

De son co6té, le gouvernement central
irakien reproche notamment au Kurdistan
de signer des contrats avec des compagnies
pétrolieres étrangeres en se passant de
l'accord du ministere du Pétrole.

Cette annonce de M. Barzani survient
au lendemain d'une réunion qu'il a eue a
Bagdad avec le premier ministre chiite
Nouri al-Maliki.

Nechirvan Barzani

En plus du différend pétrolier, le gou-
vernement central et le Kurdistan
s'opposent sur le partage du pouvoir et la
question d'une portion de territoire dans le
nord du pays, notamment Kirkouk, que les
Kurdes veulent inclure dans le Kurdistan,
au grand dam de Bagdad. O
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About the Kurdish
Peshmarga Forces in Kirkuk

By Hiwa Hussamaddin
rudaw.net

RBIL, Kurdistan Region —

Thousands of Peshmarga
forces deployed by the autono-
mous Kurds in Iraq’s disputed
Kirkuk province, which is also
claimed by Baghdad, were invi-
ted in and should never leave, the
governor and a Kurdish MP say.

Several thousand
Peshmarga, the de facto military
of the Kurdistan Region which
gained autonomy after the 2003
US-led ouster of Saddam
Hussein in Baghdad, were dis-
patched to Kirkuk in December,
after Iraq’s Shiite Arab Prime
Minister Nuri al-Maliki sent in
his own troops to grab security
control from the Kurds.

Tensions in Kirkuk came to
a boil last week, following a
deadly police crackdown against
anti-government Sunni protes-
ters in the town of Hawija,
which killed 63 people. The
crackdown has brought closer
the Sunnis and Kurds in their
opposition to what they say is
Maliki’s increasingly authorita-
rian rule.

Kurdish Peshmerga forces seen on a major bridge south of the
city of Kirkuk following the withdrawal of Iraqi troops, April

27, 2013. Photo: AFP

“The Peshmarga forces were
mobilized by an order from the
president of the Kurdistan
Region, and only his decision
can withdraw them,” said
Kirkuk Governor Najmaddin
Karim.

He said the Peshmarga had
surrounded the town of Hawija,
which is located west of Kirkuk
city, and that the Peshmarga are
deployed around the city to pre-
vent the clash from reaching the
provincial capital.

A Peshmarga military source

said that 4,000 fighters were
deployed around Kirkuk. Since
Maliki’s crackdown, many see
the Kurdish fighters as their
defenders.

Ali Ghedan, commander of
the Iraqi army’s ground forces,
said the deployment was illegal
and contravened an agreement
with Baghdad, but a Kurdish
Peshmarga spokesman replied it
was “ironic” that Baghdad still
refers to the agreement with the
Kurds, after illegally trying to
grab security control from the

Kurds.

Ala Talabani, a Kurdish
representative in the Iraqi parlia-
ment and member of the ruling
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan
(PUK), said that the Peshmarga
should never leave.

“The deployment of
Peshmarga  forces  around
Kirkuk was one of the best deci-
sions of the Kurdistan Region’s
president, and the force should
never leave,” he said.

“Mr. Malilki sent a message
to Kurds through violence in
Hawija. From day one, people
from Hawija asked Peshmargas
to enter the town but we refused
to be part of the conflict,” he
said.

Hussein Salih, president of
the Hawija district council, said,
“We have asked Kurdish forces
not to get involved in the Hawija
events under the pretext of pro-
tecting Kurds in and around
Kirkuk. We do not need Kurdish
forces in Hawija.”

Nejat Hussein, a member
representing Kirkuk’s Turkmen
minority at the provincial coun-
cil, told Rudaw, “The deploy-
ment of Peshmarga around
Kirkuk should have been discus-
sed with all Kirkuk factions.
Tthat way we would know the
purpose of the deployment.” 0
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Kurd MPs end boycott in Iraq

At least 22 killed in Iraq attacks At least 22 people were killed in attacks across Iraq, while Kurdish
ministers, who have boycotted government since March said they would return to Baghdad

World Bulletin/News Desk
www.worldbulletin.net/

tleast 22 killed in Iraq attacks

t least 22 people were killed in

attacks across Iraq on Wednesday,

police and medics said, after weeks
of intensifying violence.

In the north of the capital
Baghdad, gunmen attacked a police
station and occupied it after killing
five policemen, medics and police
said.

In the western province of
Anbar, a suicide bomber detonated
his explosives vest in a group of

government-backed Sunni "Sahwa"
fighters who were collecting their
salaries, killing six in a town east of
the city of Falluja, police sources
said.

"I was there to get my monthly
salary as usual, and there was no
security measures because the
situation was normal ... a person
drove his car among us, and sud-
denly the explosion happened," said
Sahwa fighter Rasheed Muslih.

"When I opened my eyes, there
was nothing but smoke and several
of my colleagues were killed and the
others wounded."

The "Sahwa" (awakening) coun-
cils, or the Sons of Iraq as they
came to be known, have come
under increasing attack from Sunni
militants who despise them as allies
of Shi'ite Prime Minister Nuri al-
Maliki.

Sunnis have been protesting
since December against Maliki,
whom they accuse of marginalising
their minority sect and monopolising
power since U.S.-led troops toppled
Saddam Hussein in 2003.

Government concessions had
begun to take the edge off but
when security forces raided a pro-

test camp in the town of Hawija on
April 23 and more than 40 people
were killed, clashes spread to other
Sunni areas.

In Baiji, 180 km (112 miles)
north of Baghdad, police said a
roadside bomb killed four police-
men. A car bomb in a Shi'ite district
in northeastern Baghdad killed at
least three people, police and hospi-
tal sources said. Another car bomb
north of the city of Ramadi killed
two policemen and wounded ano-
ther 10.

In the northern city of Mosul,
unidentified gunmen shot a =
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»  prominent tribal leader in a
market and an electoral candidate
was also assassinated in a separate
incident, police said.

KURDS END BOYCOTT

Irag's power-sharing govern-
ment has been all but paralysed by
disagreements between Sunnis,

Shi'ites and ethnic Kurds, who run
their own administration in the
north of the country.

Kurdish ministers, who have
boycotted government since March
when parliament passed the 2013
budget without their consensus,
said on Wednesday they would

return to Baghdad, easing deadlock
between the central government
and the autonomous region.

A Kurdish delegation visited
Baghdad earlier this week to
address an ongoing row over land
and oil, but there was no apparent
breakthrough on that front.

Iragi Kurdistan, which has
signed deals on its own terms with
international oil firms, says it is
owed more than 4 trillion Iraqi
dinars ($3.5 billion). Baghdad
rejects those contracts and has allo-
ted the region a much smaller sum
in the budget. o
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Iraq’s Kurds at the Eye
of Regional Storm

A thriving market in newly prosperous Erbil.Michael Kamber for The New York Times

By HARVEY MORRIS

ERBIL, Iraq — Hoshyar Zebari, the
Iraqi foreign minister, has been on self-
imposed gardening leave for the past few
weeks, having moved from Baghdad to
his native Kurdistan as part of a Kurdish
boycott of the central government.

Along with Khayrullah Hassan
Babaker, the trade minister and fellow
Kurd, and Kurdish members of the natio-
nal Parliament, he left his post in the Iraqi
capital as a signal of Kurdish discontent
over deteriorating relations with the
government of Nuri Kamal al-Maliki,
Iraq’s Shiite prime minister.

With Mr. Maliki now confronting a
renewal of sectarian conflict with the
Sunni community after ordering a violent
crackdown on Sunni protests this month,
he appears to have decided it is time to
patch up his differences with the autono-
mous Kurdish region.

After talks in Baghdad with a high-
level Kurdish delegation this week, he
has decided to make a rare trip north to
Erbil in about 10 days for further talks on

divisive security and budget issues,
senior Kurdish officials told Rendezvous.

In turn, Mr. Zebari and his colleagues
will resume their functions in Baghdad.

The deal follows a week in which the
Kurdish Regional Government (K.R.G.)
unilaterally sent its soldiers to deploy
around the disputed city of Kirkuk.

According to Kurdish officials, they
were sent to fill a security vacuum left by
Iraqi Army units, which had abandoned
their positions for fear of retaliation after
the army attacked a Sunni protest camp in
Kirkuk province.

The territory governed by the K.R.G.
has been mercifully spared the sectarian
violence that has gripped the rest of the
country for much of the decade since the
2003 U.S-led invasion that toppled the
government of Saddam Hussein.

Kurdistan, with its own government
and its own army, exists as a virtual state
with a state and is enjoying unpreceden-
ted prosperity for a region that was once
the most impoverished and repressed in
the country.

Kurdish officials acknowledged that
with the rest of Iraq now threatened by a
renewal of strife between Sunni and

Shiite — April saw 460 violent deaths in
sectarian conflicts — there was a tempta-
tion for Kurds to wish a plague on both
sets of their Arab neighbors.

The officials privately blame the
upsurge on Mr. Maliki’s crackdown on
Sunnis, which they say is inspired by his
fear of Sunni fundamentalism spreading
across the border from Syria.

Many Kurds now say they would be
better off with an independent state rather
than continuing to be tied to a failing
Iraq. Officials insist, however, that nei-
ther Kurdish independence nor the disin-
tegration of Iraq would allow the Kurds
to escape the current realities of the
region.

“This is a civil war,” said one high-
ranking official, who asked not to be
named, describing the tensions between
Sunni and Shiite. “But for the Kurds, a
stable Iraq is vital for their interests.”

If the Kurds of Iraq cannot turn their
back on the situation in their own coun-
try, neither can they ignore developments
in neighboring Turkey and Syria.

They are closely watching develop-
ments in the peace process between
Turkey and the rebel Kurdistan Workers’
Party (PK.K.) Under a cease-fire deal,
PK K. fighters will leave Turkey for the
isolated Qandil Mountains of Iraq where
the military leadership is already establi-
shed.

Kurdish officials said they welcomed
the peace agreement but were alert to the
dangers of hosting militants who no lon-
ger have a war to fight in their own land.

Syrian refugees — both Kurds and
Arabs — have meanwhile been arriving
in Iraqi Kurdistan to escape the conflict
in their country.

Iraqi Kurdish officials say they have
also been providing unspecified assis-
tance to Kurdish groups in Syria to secure
areas they control in order to keep out
Qaeda-linked elements within the Syrian
rebel movement.

Surveying the current geopolitical
dilemmas facing the Iraqi Kurds, the
high-ranking official said, “The Iraqi and
Syrian theaters are merging into one.
Everything is related.”
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Sunni unrest revives fears of
sectarian war in Iraq

AMADI, Iraq (Reuters) - Wearing mili-

tary fatigues with his cleric's turban,
Sheikh Ali Muhaibes brought Friday
prayers in Iraq's Sunni Muslim heartland
to a climax with chilling words for the
Shi'ite-led government.
"If you want jihad, we're ready. If you
want confrontation, we're ready. And if
you want us to go to Baghdad, we're
coming," he roared to the crowd in the
western province of Anbar.

For months, Sunnis have been protesting
against Shi'ite Prime Minister Nuri al-
Maliki, whom they accuse of marginali-
zing their minority sect and monopoli-
zing power since U.S.-led troops toppled
Saddam Hussein in 2003. Now the mood
is suddenly uglier.

Government concessions had begun to
defuse Sunni unrest, but, when security
forces raided a protest camp in the town
of Hawija on April 23, clashes swiftly
spread to other Sunni areas, raising fears
that Iraq might slide back into the kind of
all-out sectarian bloodletting that ravaged
it in 2006-7.

"We worked together to bury sectaria-
nism, but it is rearing its head again,"
Maliki told Sunni and Shi'ite clerics at an
Islamic "rapprochement and dialogue"
conference on Saturday.

But many Iragis fear such efforts will
prove futile.

War fatigue may be wearing off, U.S.
troops who once acted as a buffer are
long gone and the war in neighboring
Syria is fuelling Sunni-Shi'ite rivalry
across the Middle East.

Protest leaders in Anbar have urged Sunni
tribes to provide 100 armed men each for
a self-defense "army" for the province

"We do not accept to live as second-class
citizens. We are the sons of Iraqg," said
Sheikh Abdul-Rahman al-Zubaie, a tribal
leader in Ramadi, the provincial capital.

"We have rights ... and when the govern-
ment denies them, the only way to prove
our dignity is through the barrel of a
gun."

High-school teacher Mustafa, 28, used to
visit the protest camp only on Fridays.
Then, he says, the army killed his father
and now he goes after class every day,
eager for revenge.

His story reflects a wider recrudescence
of sectarian hatred in a country still sear-

Iraqi troops
stand at a
makeshift
camp at a pub-
lic square in
Hawija, near
Kirkuk, 170 km
(100 miles)
north of
Baghdad, April
23,
2013.REUTERS
[Stringer

ching for a stable compromise among
Sunnis, Shi'ites and ethnic Kurds in the
post-Saddam era.

"Iraqi politics may be on the verge of
relapsing into a period of sectarian vio-
lence, where a new power-sharing deal
between the parties is likely needed to
reset communal relations,” said Ramzy
Mardini at the Beirut-based Iraq Institute
for Strategic Studies.

"There is an intensity in sentiment and
rhetoric that remained dormant for years,
but whose undercurrents are surfacing
and seeping into discourse and behavior,"
he said.

"RIVER OF BLOOD"

The April fighting pushed the monthly
civilian death count to about 547, accor-
ding to provisional figures from the Iraq
Body Count monitoring group - the
highest since 2009, but still well below
2006-7, when the monthly toll sometimes
topped 3,000.

Sectarian tensions have also heightened
friction among Sunnis divided over what
they want and how to achieve it.

Sunni demands range from amending
allegedly discriminatory laws to tearing
up the constitution and creating an auto-
nomous region like the Kurdish one in the
north, by force if need be.

Many tribal leaders have little appetite for
more violence, criticizing militants for
infiltrating the protest movement.

One influential chief in Ramadi, who
asked not to be named, said a force was
being prepared to confront those he said
were seeking to plunge Anbar province
into "a river of blood".

Anbar's Sunnis have fought each other
before. In 2006, tribes banded together
and helped U.S. troops dislodge Sunni al

Qaeda militants who had gained control
of most of the province.

The "Sahwa" (awakening) councils or the
Sons of Iraq as they came to be known
were later co-opted by the government
and have come under increasing attack
from Sunni militants who despise them as
allies of the Shi'ite prime minister.

The al Qaeda-affiliated Islamic State of
Iraq has been invigorated by the conflict
in Syria, where mainly Sunni rebels, inclu-
ding Islamists linked to al Qaeda, are figh-
ting to oust President Bashar al-Assad,
who is backed by Shi'ite Iran.

Online videos show militants in target
practice, emptying assault rifles in the
vast desert of Anbar, which shares a
porous border with Syria. Suicide bom-
bings targeting Shi'ites, and attacks on
security forces are spiking again.

The show of Sunni strength has spurred
Shi'ites and Kurds to renew a bond forged
by shared oppression under Saddam, a
Sunni.

"We do not want that alliance to be spoi-
led by anything," said Kurdistan's foreign
relations chief, Falah Mustafa Bakir.

A senior Kurdish delegation arrived in
Baghdad on Monday to try to resolve dif-
ferences between the central government
and the autonomous Kurdistan region
over land and oil rights.

"The Hawija incident and ensuing vio-
lence sounded the alarm among Kurds,"
said a senior Shi'ite leader on condition of
anonymity.

"The conflicts and problems with a Sunni
region would be more dangerous and
complicated than the current issues and
disagreement with the central
government". m
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Retrait des rebelles du PKK: la réconciliation

turco-kurde va étre la question a venir

Par Anne Cantener

es militants séparatistes du Parti des travail-
leurs du Kurdistan (PKK) ont entamé ce mer-

¢ credi 8 mai leur retrait de Turquie dans le cadre
¢ d'un accord censé mettre fin a un conflit qui a
i fait 40 000 morts en pres de trente ans.
i Décryptage et enjeux de ce retrait avec
i Dorothée Schmid directeur de recherche a
i lnstitut francais des relations internationales,
i responsable du programme Turquie contempo-
i raine.

i RFI : Les combattants du PKK ont donc
i commencé a quitter la Turquie ce mer-
i credi matin, comme ils I'avaient promis.
i Ils se replient vers leur base arriére en
i Irak. Cela met fin a un conflit qui dure
i depuis trente ans. Il y a réguliérement
: des affrontements entre rebelles et mili-
! taires dans la région, causant la mort
i chaque année de dizaines de personnes.
i Sur le terrain, la situation est assez trou-
i ble. Comment va se passer, concréte-
i ment, ce retrait ?

i Dorothée Schmid : La date du 8 mai c'est un
i peu une date symbolique. Dans le face a face
i entre I'Etat turc et le PKK, on a toujours des
i calendriers qui sont mis en place comme ca.

i En fait, depuis plusieurs jours déja, des mili-
i tants armés du PKK sont en train de se rassem-
¢ bler sur la frontiére et ont déja commencé a
i quitter le territoire turc. On le sait, notamment,
i parce que I'armée turque surveille ces mouve-
ments avec des drones, ce dont dailleurs se
i plaignent les militants du PKK.

i Ce retrait est seulement une premiére
tape. Le PKK et le gouvernement turc se
i sont engagés dans un processus de paix
i plus large. Qu’est-ce qui est prévu ?

i Le probléme de ce processus de paix, qui a
i commencé a la fin de I'année derniére, par des
i discussions secrétes entre les services turcs et
i Abdullah Ocalan, leader emprisonné du PKK
: détenu prées d'Istanbul depuis 1999, c’est qu’en
i fait on ne sait pas grand-chose encore sur la
i feuille de route qu‘auraient mise au point
i ensemble I'Etat turc et la guérilla du PKK.

i Ce quon en sait, c'est d’'une part ce que disent
i les autorités turques, qui insistent aujourd’hui
i sur le retrait des forces armées du PKK
i —l'important pour eux est de pacifier le territoire
: turc —C'est finalement de faire en sorte que le
i PKK soit ailleurs qu’en Turquie, puisque pour le
i moment, les militants ne désarment pas. C'est
i un point quand méme important a retenir.

i Finalement, 1a ol on en sait le plus, c'est & par-
i tir des déclarations de Murat Karayilan, le
i numéro 2 du PKK. Lors d'une conférence de
i presse la semaine derniére, il a annoncé qu‘on
i avait donc trois phases dans ce processus de
i paix, que le désarmement était la premiére
i phase, qu'ensuite on passait a une solution
i politique dont on ne sait encore pas trés bien le

Un combattant du PKK dans les mon-
tagnes turques, i proximité de la frontiere
avec I'Irak, ce 8 mai 2013, jour de début du
retrait des troupes du mouvement
kurde.FIRAT NEWS AGENCY/STR

contenu, méme si on sait les revendications des
Kurdes, et puis qu‘aprés, ce serait vraiment la
pacification et la réconciliation.

Les combattants du PKK quittent la
Turquie, mais ils n‘ont pas promis de
déposer les armes. Quelles conséquences
ca peut avoir en Irak, ou ils se replient ?

On ne sait pas trés bien quel est le role de I'Trak
et du gouvernement autonome du Kurdistan
irakien dans cette affaire. Le gouvernement
autonome entretient de trés bonnes relations
avec la Turquie. Il y avait une espece de gentle-
men'’s agreement avec les combattants du PKK
qui ont installé leur base arriere en Irak. D’'une
certaine maniére, le Kurdistan irakien laissait a
la fois a I'armée turque pilonner les bases
quand ca l'arrangeait, mais en méme temps, ne
menait pas lui-méme les opérations de net-
toyage contre le PKK.

II est donc probable qu’il y ait eu un accord,
une forme d’accord entre I'Etat turc, le PKK et
le gouvernement du Kurdistan irakien, mais on
n'en sait pas tellement plus pour le moment.

Pour les autres pays de la région ou est pré-
sente une minorité kurde, la situation est beau-
coup plus trouble. Le contexte régional est
assez mouvementé.

On a un grand moment kurde en ce moment.
Certains Kurdes parlent méme de printemps
kurde, avec la perspective de cet accord en
Turquie, qui est une perspective de réglement
historique, méme si on comprend que les
conditions sont un petit peu compliquées.

Il y a au Kurdistan irakien une autonomie de
plus en plus grande, a la fois politique et puis
financiére, avec l'exploitation des ressources
pétrolieres du Kurdistan irakien. Puis il y a la
situation en Syrie, avec les Kurdes qui se sont
emparés de portions entieres du territoire
syrien, a leur frontiére nord-est avec la Turquie,
et qui essaient de maintenir des zones auto-
nomes. On ne sait pas trés bien s'ils sont du
coté du régime de Bachar el-Assad ou avec les

insurgés. Il y a quand méme un trouble et une
ambiguité dans la mobilisation des Kurdes en
Syrie. :

Le quatrieme pays ou I'on a une forte minorité i
kurde est ITran. Et ITran aujourd’hui, qui i
affronte la Turquie sur le dossier syrien, a tout :
de méme menacé de saboter le processus de :
paix et notamment déclaré récemment qu'il i
aiderait le PKK sur le plan militaire s'il ne se reti-
rait pas de Turquie. C'est une autre inconnue :
régionale qui est quand méme tres forte. :

La pression régionale a pu pousser les :
autorités turques a prendre une décision :
rapidement. Qu’est-ce qui a favorisé ce :
processus de paix et donc ce retrait du
PKK, en termes de politique intérieure, en
Turquie cette fois ? i

Ce que le Premier ministre turc Recep Tayyip :
Erdogan est en train d'essayer de combiner :
clest a nouveau un accord avec les Kurdes. :
Dans un premier temps, I'AKP, le parti qui sou- i
tient Recep Tayyip Erdogan, le parti néo-isla- :
miste au pouvoir en Turquie, avait beaucoup :
compté sur le vote des Kurdes. Et puis aprés il
y a eu une désaffection. :

Aujourd’hui, I'idée c'est encore de s'allier aux i
Kurdes, pour promouvoir une grande réforme :
constitutionnelle. Et linquiétude des milieux i
d'oppositions en Turquie, c'est que cette :
réforme va vers une présidentialisation du
régime, et elle pourrait finalement confirmer :
des tendances autoritaires qu'on a ressenties :
ces derniéres années de la part de Recep Tayyip
Erdogan. i

Ce qui est important, c'est que récemment le i
leader politique de la branche kurde, donc du
parti kurde, le BDP en Turquie, s'est prononcé
trés clairement dans une interview la semaine i
derniére, en disant qu'il ne soutiendrait pas une :
présidentialisation du régime, et que le proces- i
sus kurde devait aller dans le sens d’une démo- :
cratisation de la Turquie, et que donc, il n'était :
pas prét a entrer dans une sorte de deal qui :
serait uniquement a l'avantage de I'AKP et i
Recep Tayyip Erdogan. :

Si tout se passe comme prévu, que vont
devenir les combattants du PKK, et que :
va devenir leur mouvement sur le plan
politique peut-étre ? i

Il y a une vraie interrogation sur les combat- :
tants. Pour le moment, 2 000 guérilleros armés :
se déplacent d’un pays a l'autre. On ne sait pas :
trés bien quelle pourra étre leur fonction a i
I'avenir. On est encore en train de se battre en
Syrie et on n'est donc pas exactement dans une
région pacifiée. La question du désarmement
n‘a pas du tout été réglée. i

Ce que le PKK réclame maintenant, c'est une :
amnistie générale pour tous les militants kurdes :
qui sont en prison. Ca va étre la question la plus :
difficile a régler a I'avenir, c’est la réconciliation :
turco-kurde sur le territoire méme de la i
Turquie. O
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Syrie: 60 % du pétrole
sous controle des Kurdes

8 mai 2013
http://blogs.mediapart.fr/maxime-azadi

elon Saleh Moslim, co-président du

PYD, principal parti kurde en Syrie, 60
% du pétrole est sous contrdle des kurdes.
"Nous protégeons les puits de pétrole" a-t-
il affirmé, avant de souligner que les
kurdes réécrivent leur histoire au Moyen-
Orient.

LA RECONSTITUTION DE
L'HISTOIRE

"Le peuple kurde écrit son histoire, c'est
une nouvelle histoire. Nous reconstruisons
une histoire mal écrite. Aujourd'hui, les
kurdes réglent leur compte avec I'histoire"
a déclaré a I'ActuKurde Saleh Moslim.

Comptant sur un projet d'autonomie
démocratique, ¢laboré par le leader
Abdullah Ocalan, emprisonné sur une ile
en Turquie, et considéré comme une
troisiéme voie, les kurdes syriens sont
aujourd'hui une force incontournable pour
l'avenir de la Syrie. Les kurdes se trouvent
maintenant en plein milieu de la balance et
gardent toujours leur neutralité, malgré les
pressions des forces internationales et
régionales.

"NOTRE POSITION N'A PAS
CHANGE"

"Notre position n'a pas changé. Nous pro-
tégeons notre peuple. Nous affrontons par-
fois des forces du régime, parfois des
groupes armés" souligne M. Moslim, tout
en affirmant que les kurdes attendent que
la coalition de I'opposition syrienne clari-
fie sa position sur les kurdes et I'avenir de
la Syrie.

Le processus de 'autonomie démocratique
est sur les rails depuis plusieurs années,
mais la révolte lancée en mars 2011 a
accéléré la mise en ceuvre de ce projet.
Avant d'étre contraint de se retirer des
villes kurdes, le régime syrien a été trés
affaibli face aux structures paralléles
mises en place par des Kurdes, comme des
conseils populaires, des comités, une
armée et une force de police.

Depuis le 19 juillet 2012, les kurdes ont
pris le controle de neuf villes dans leur
région: Kobani, Afrin, Dirbésiyé, Amude,
Dérik et Girké Légué, ainsi que ces trois
villes; Tel Temir, Tirbespiyé et Rimélan,
ou cohabitent les communautés Kurde,
Arabe et Chrétien. Pour la ville kurde
Serékaniyé (Rass al-Ain), sur la frontiére
avec la Turquie, un accord sur la cessation
des hostilités entre les kurdes et 1'armée
syrienne libre (ASL) a été conclu le 17
février 2013. La seule ville kurde ou des
forces du régime sont toujours présentes
est Qamishli, mais cette ville est dirigée
par un conseil du peuple, installé par les
kurdes. Il y a aussi des villages kurdes
dans la grande ville d'Hassaka, ou les kur-
des veulent créer un conseil qui représen-
terait toutes les communautés vivant dans
cette région, afin de forcer le régime a se
retirer.

1500 PUITS DE PETROLE PRIS PAR
LES KURDES

Les Kurdes ont également pris le contrdle
des puits de pétrole dans leur région.
Rmaylan, Til Kojer et Jibis sont les trois
zones qui abritent les principaux champs
de pétrole. "Les régions qui produisent 60
% du pétrole en Syrie sont sous contrdle
des Unités de défense du peuple (YPG)",
armée kurde, a affirmé le co-président du
PYD. "La production du pétrole est
arrétée, mais les puits sont sous protection
du YPG" a-t-il ajouté.

Preés 1500 puits de pétrole sont sous con-
trole des forces kurdes, affirme de son coté
a 1'ActuKurde une source proche du YPG.

La région kurde est riche en eaux, en pét-
role et en gaz. Les puits de pétrole et de
gaz se concentrent dans la région de

Djezira. Mais les kurdes ne peuvent tou-
jours pas profiter de ces richesses en rai-
son de la politique économique discrimi-
natoire du régime Baas pendant des
dizaines d'années. Toutes les richesses de
la région kurde dont la richesse agricole
ont été transférées vers des villes comme
Damas et Alep pour l’exploitation. La
région manque notamment d’usines, de
raffineries et d’universités, ce qui avait
poussé les kurdes a I’immigration massive
dans le cadre de la politique « ceinture
arabe », mise en ceuvre en 1962, pour
expulser toute la population kurde de la
région de Djazira (Cizre en Kurde) le long
de la frontiére turque et la remplacer par
des Arabes.

Les autres zones pétroliéres se trouvent
notamment dans la région de Deir ez-Zor,
contrdlée par des groupes armés. Neuf
puits de pétrole dans cette région ont été
récemment brulés, selon le dirigeant kurde
Saleh Moslim. "Le régime ne controle
aucune zone pétroliere, mais il n'y a pas
non plus de production" a-t-il ajouté.

"NOUS JOUONS LE ROLE DE
PONT ENTRE LES KURDES ET
ARABES"

"Tout ce que nous voulons, c'est de vivre
en liberté, en paix et dans la dignité sur nos
terres" dit-il avant de poursuivre: "Il y a
une guerre de pouvoir depuis 26 mois en
Syrie. Nous avons adopté une stratégie
différente. Nous savions depuis le début
que la révolution syrienne ne ressemblera
pas a celle de la Tunisie et I'Egypte. Les
opposants du régime avaient parié sur la
chute du régime dans un délai de six mois.
Plus de deux ans ont passé et on ignore
combien de temps cela durera encore.
Cette guerre de 26 mois a montré que la
solution militaire n'aménera nulle part. Et
I'histoire a prouvé aussi que la stabilité au
Moyen-Orient dépend de la stabilité en
Syrie. Aujourd'hui, nous jouons le rdle de
pont pour préserver la fraternité entre les
arabes et les kurdes. Nous poursuivrons de
jouer ce rdle historique." 0

Par Maxime Azadi

1
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After decades of war, can the Kurds
finally find peace?

PKK militants retreat to Iraqi mountains after deal with Turkish government

Patrick Cockburn

andil — On Wednesday, some 2,000

Turkish Kurd guerrillas will begin
their withdrawal from Turkey to an inac-
cessible mountain stronghold in northern
Iraq. Moving in small groups, the fighters
will take one to two months to retreat,
assuming the Turkish army sticks to a de
facto ceasefire, says a leader of the Turkish
Kurd rebel movement, the PKK (Kurdistan
Workers Party). The pullout is the first step
in a fragile process of reconciliation bet-
ween the Turkish state and its Kurdish
minority after 29 years of guerrilla war in
which 40,000 people have died.

The PKK guerrillas leaving Turkey will
head for the Qandil mountains, one of the
world’s great natural fortresses, in the
Kurdish autonomous region on the Iraqi
side of the border with Iran. Still keeping
their weapons, they will wait in camps
hidden in deep valleys and gorges to see if
Turkey reciprocates by ceding a share of
power to its Kurdish minority, which
numbers some 14 million and is concen-
trated in the south-east.

Sabri Ok, a member of the PKK leader-
ship, said in an interview with The
Independent in a safe house in Qandil that
some fighters believed that if “we continue
our armed struggle we could get results”,
but there has been no real opposition to a
peace understanding. Negotiated by the
PKK’s leader Abdullah Ocalan, held in the
Turkish island prison of Imrali since 1999,
the peace terms are vague. But, ever since
they were read out to a crowd of one mil-
lion Kurds gathered in Diyarbakir, the
largest Kurdish city in Turkey, on 21
March, there is no doubt about their swift
implementation by the PKK. A ceasefire
was immediately declared, which Mr Ok
affirms the Turkish army is sticking to. He
says “there are some drones and war-
planes flying, but not as many as before
and there are no attacks”. This restraint is
very different from the last PKK unilateral
withdrawal from Turkey ordered by Mr
Ocalan in 1999 when its fighters were
mercilessly harassed by Turkish forces and
suffered heavy losses.

Mr Ok, a middle-aged man who has spent
22 years in Turkish prisons, admits that

quite a lot could go wrong. Asked what
would happen if the Turks attacked the
retreating guerrillas, he replies firmly that
“if there are any bombardments, anything
at all, the withdrawal will stop immediate-
ly and our guerrillas will retaliate”. In such
a case, the PKK hopes that the world will
conclude that “Turkey wants war”.

Overall, there is an expectant mood
among PKK militants and the Kurds in
general in the belief that the political
geography of the Middle East is changing
in their favour. The 20th century treated
them harshly, the post-First World War
settlement denying Kurds self-determina-
tion and turning them into a persecuted
and unrecognised minority without a
state, spread between Turkey, Iran, Iraq
and Syria. So far the 21st century is turn-
ing out to be much more friendly to the 30
million Kurds in the region. Svelte Iraqi
Kurdish politicians sitting in Erbil, the
capital of the Kurdistan Regional
Government (KRG), use almost the same
cautiously enthusiastic words as grizzled
PKK military commanders in claiming
that the Kurds are politically stronger than
ever and can no longer be marginalised
and persecuted as second-class citizens.
“There is a great awakening of the Kurds
in the whole region,” says Mr Ok. “The
Turkish state and army tried to finish us
and they failed.”

And it is not just in Turkey that the news
for the Kurds is good. In Iraq, the Kurds
are better able to assert their national
independence than many members of the
United Nations. There is an economic
boom as foreign oil companies pour in.
The civil war in Syria is enabling the
Kurdish 10 per cent of the population con-
centrated in the north of the country to
seize control of their towns and villages
and lay the basis for future autonomy.

In the warm spring weather in the Qandil
it is not obvious that its meadows and
mountains were until very recently a bat-
tlefield. The steep hillsides are green with
thick grass and dwarf oaks, while behind
them rise mountains where black crags
stick out from the melting snow. Herds of
black-faced sheep and goats graze in the
fields and there is the sound of cow bells.
An old Iraqi military road zigzags up the
side of a mountain above a gorge until it
reaches a pass that is one of the few

entrances to the Qandil. It looks peaceful
enough but at a sharp bend there is a com-
memorative shrine with pictures of a
Kurdish family killed when their car, its
mangled wreckage still visible in a shed
nearby, was hit by a rocket from a Turkish
aircraft in 2006.

No army could expect to fight its way into
the Qandil without the risk of suffering
devastating casualties. Its caves, canyons
and heavily wooded valleys have provided
sanctuary from Turkish air attacks. The
official PKK spokesman Roj Welat denies
that their fighters ever suffered many loss-
es from hostile aircraft, which is likely
enough given the broken terrain. Some
civilian buildings were not so lucky and
Mr Welat points out the pancaked remains
of the Qandil Youth Centre, hit by a rocket
earlier this year. Rubble is strewn across
one end of the centre’s football field where
a single goal post survives.

A little further on is the shattered ruins of
a house and an outhouse owned by a man
named Mam Kokha Kadir. He has now
moved to the safety of the plains below
Qandil, his former neighbours speculating
that the purpose of the air attacks was to
drive out the civilian population of the
mountains “rather than kill the guerrillas”.
Turkey has used aircraft and ground
troops for decades to make fruitless forays
into northern Iraq in pursuit of the PKK,
the main aim apparently being to show the
public back in Turkey that the PKK was
being given a bad time. The PKK was
never going to win a ground war inside
Turkey and the movement’s greatest
achievement has been to survive repres-
sion of extreme ferocity. Founded in 1978
by Abdullah Ocalan as a Marxist-Leninist
party, it was for many years dedicated to
seeking a separate state for Kurds by
means of armed revolt against a state that
refused to admit Kurds existed as a sepa-
rate nationality. It launched a campaign of
armed struggle in 1984 that has contin-
ued, broken by a few unilateral ceasefires,
until today. From the beginning the
Turkish army and security forces retaliat-
ed with mass arrests, executions and death
squads.

Some 3,000 Kurdish villages were
destroyed by the Turkish army in the
1990s and at least one million Kurdish vil-
lagers driven from their homes. =
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=> Torture was common with prisoners
beaten half to death, thrown into vats of
excrement, sodomised with batons, sav-
aged by dogs and subjected to other
medieval torments. Prisoners report that
to avoid being tortured they were com-
pelled to shout “I am proud to be Turkish”
and “a Turk is worth the whole universe”.

The Turkish security forces believed that
the capture of Mr Ocalan in 1999 must
lead to the collapse of the PKK. This
seemed to make sense; he was notorious
as the movement’s ruthless and authori-
tarian leader. But instead of becoming
irrelevant in his prison cell, Mr Ocalan has
remained in control of the PKK which now
seeks autonomy rather than separation. In
the eyes of many Kurds his imprisonment
gave him the allure of a martyr who
became a symbol of Kurdish suffering and
resistance. Stencils and pictures of the
face of the PKK leader stare out from
rocks and cliff faces in Qandil and are car-
ried at every Kurdish demonstration in
Turkey. I visited a cemetery filled with the
graves of PKK fighters in a pretty valley

where one gravestone bears the name of
Kemal Aslan, who burned himself to death
in 2011 to protest against “the illegal cap-
ture” of Ocalan in Kenya 12 years earlier.

The PKK survived as a symbol of the
determination of Turkish Kurds to estab-
lish their identity and win equal political
and social rights. It bounced back after so
many setbacks and defeats because the
Turkish state used collective punishment
against Kurds as a whole and punished
moderate dissidents as terrorists, while
offering no concessions. Elected Kurdish
officials, journalists, human rights work-
ers and activists were jailed. Ten years ago
the PKK seemed to be becoming isolated
and irrelevant, but events showed that it
had not lost its popular support or organi-
sational strength. Mr Ok says with some
pride that “the PKK is enjoying the most
powerful period in its 30-year struggle”.

Is the armed struggle coming to an end? A
message from Mr Ocalan read out to the
vast demonstration in Diyarbakir in
March said that a new Turkey is being

born and it is “time for the guns to fall
silent and for ideas to speak”. This might
happen but is not inevitable. Self-interest
should impel the Turkish state to concili-
ate the Kurds in Turkey as well as in KRG
and northern Syria, but Turkish rhetoric
still has to be matched with action such as
the release of Kurds from prison, an end
to the all-embracing anti-terror law and
constitutional changes.

Some Kurdish politicians in northern Iraq
argue that the PKK has made a mistake in
making their concessions up-front leaving
them with little leverage against Turkey in
future. Mr Ok says that if Turkey contin-
ues repression despite PKK concessions “it
will not be good for them, it will not be
good for anybody”. If the guerrilla war
resumes it may escalate because the PKK
can look for support to Turkey’s growing
list of enemies in the region such as Iran
and Syria. Turkey could, and should, end
its draining and unwinnable conflict with
its Kurdish minority, but this does not
mean it will do so.

OO0
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BARGAINING POWER:
KURDS ON
THE RISE IN IRAQ

ENERGY, POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT, IRAQ, BUSINESS NEWS
By: Jen Alic
http://oilprice.com/

t's amazing what a difference economic independence can
make. Just ask the Kurds.

The Iraqgi Kurds have long wrangled with Iraqg's central govern-
ment on topics ranging from sectarian disputes to energy policy.
Now, however, the Kurds have boosted their bargaining power with
their first unilateral sale of crude oil on the international market,
and Kurdistan has new, unilateral pipelines coming online soon.
Growing confidence among the Kurds is a big part of the reason the
Iragi central government in Baghdad has come to the table and ten-
tatively agreed to restore relations with Kurdistan.

Last week, the Iragi central government and authorities of the
semi-autonomous Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) put toge-
ther a seven-point deal that could see the Kurds resume oil exports
to Iraq in return for a revision of the 2013 Iraqi budget, which sla-
shed most of the funds allocated to Kurdistan.

KRG Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzani announced last week that
the two sides had made headway in discussions on the issue follo-
wing over a month of boycotts of the Iragi parliament by Kurdish
deputies over the budget.

In January, the KRG halted exports of crude oil through Iraqi-
government-controlled pipelines over non-payment of fees by
Baghdad (to wit: $4.5 billion). Baghdad has refused to pay arrears
for foreign oil companies operating on KRG territory, which the Iraqi
central government says is a violation of the country's sovereignty.

Baghdad attempted to hit back at the Kurds by stiffing them in

the central budget. The new 2013 budget, passed in March, gave the
Kurds only $646 million of the $3.5 billion they requested.

The provisional agreement between the Kurds and the Iraqgi cen-
tral government also attempts to resolve the question of the dispu-
ted territories that lie between the two—most notably Kirkuk, which
is home to more than 40 percent of Iraq's total oil reserves.

The seven-point agreement promises to redraw the map of this
territory, based in part on demographic changes and a census.

It comes as the Kurds deploy troops to the disputed territories,
ostensibly to fill in a security vacuum there. Sectarian violence has
flared as a result of the spillover of the conflict in Syria. In reality,
though the Kurdish peshmerga forces are guarding Kirkuk's oil fields
and wells.

What's really happening is that Erbil (the power center of the
KRG) sees an opening, as Baghdad is being consumed by the chaos
of sectarian violence that is threatening to turn into an all-out Sunni
revolt and transform Iraq into a second front in the Syria conflict.
Baghdad's position is weakened, while the Kurds are only being
strengthened.

Unlike anywhere else in Iraq, Erbil is a center of stability, howe-
ver corrupt. It is flourishing, and the talk is not of the rising unrest
in Iraq, but of the peace deal between KRG benefactor Turkey and
the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK). What this heralds—at least for
KRG President Massoud Barzani and his Kurdistan Democratic Party
(KDP)—is an even stronger relationship with Turkey. All of this is
moving the KRG toward feasible economic independence.

What is often left out of this story in the mainstream media level
is the clear division between Kurdistan's two key political parties—
the KDP and the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), led by the
Talabani family. While the PUK largely controls disputed Kirkuk and
the eastern part of Kurdistan, Barzani's KDP controls the west and
the lucrative border crossing with Turkey.

The KDP sees a chance for independence that is economically
viable—and growing more so by the day. The PUK's economic inte-
rests lie more in keeping Iraq together. So when we talk about
Kurdish independence, this is a highly polarized notion, both politi-
cally and geographically. @
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PKK militants start withdrawal from
Turkey, fueling optimism for peace process

Kurdish militants have battled
Turkey's government for
decades. Once interested in
independence, the PKK is now
pressing for limited autonomy,
broader language rights, and
full political equality for
Kurds.

By Alexander Christie-Miller,

Correspondent / Antakya, Turkey
urdish rebel fighters today began
departing from southeast Turkey to

bases in northern Iraq in their most
solid step yet toward ending a 29-year
insurgency. The withdrawal by Kurdistan
Workers Party (PKK) guerrillas has fueled
optimism surrounding a peace process
started late last year between Ankara and

Abdullah Ocalan, the PKK’s imprisoned
leader.

Analysts say the withdrawal heralds a
new, more difficult phase in the process,
with pressure mounting on Turkey to
concede to a long list of Kurdish grie-
vances.

Altan Tan, a Kurdish politician from the
PKK’s legal political affiliate, the Peace and
Democracy Party (BDP), says the PKK has
permanently renounced violence.

"Even if the government doesn't offer any-
thing, they will not go back to arms
because that time is over.... In the past,
the government used the armed struggle
as a reason not to negotiate. They no lon-
ger have that excuse," he commented.

Tensions remain high, however, with the
PKK’s leadership issuing a statement
saying that increased Turkish drone sur-
veillance and military movements were
hampering the process. It said it will take
several months for its fighters, estimated
to number around 2,000 in Turkey, to
fully leave the country.

Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan yes-
terday criticized the PKK for not first
laying down its weapons.

“The main issue is to lay down weapons
and just withdraw. They surely know the
routes from which they have entered
Turkey and can use the same routes to
leave," he told Turkish media.

Founded in 1978, the PKK originally
sought independence for Turkey’s repres-
sed Kurdish minority of around 15 million,
which has faced decades of state-driven
attempts at cultural assimilation.

In recent years, however, it has moderated

Rebels of the
Kurdistan Workers
Party (PKK) in Turkey
close to the border
with Iraq on Tuesday.
A Kurdish party
leader said
Wednesday rebels
have started to move
out of Turkey to bases
in northern Iraq, a key
stage in the peace
process with the
Turkish government.
Firat NewsAgency

its goal in favor of limited autonomy, broa-
der language rights, and full political
equality. In a speech last month written in
his prison cell and read before crowds at
Nowruz, the New Year festival celebrated
by Kurds, Mr. Ocalan said the PKK
announced a cease-fire and said that it
was "a time for politics, not arms."

The significance of the withdrawal has
been heightened by comparisons with the
only other time the PKK extracted its
forces from Turkey, when Ocalan announ-
ced a general withdrawal after his capture
in 1999.

Then, Turkish forces harried the retrea-
ting rebels, who sustained high casualties.
Kurdish leaders claim that this time,
however, government statements encoura-
ging the withdrawal amount to a guaran-
tee that such attacks will not occur again.

Kurdish demands

“The next step is democratization, and this
needs to follow quickly,” says Mr. Tan.

In addition to an amnesty for PKK fighters
and leaders, Kurdish demands include the
revision or abandonment of draconian
antiterror laws that have led to the impri-
sonment of several thousand peaceful
Kurdish activists in the past five years,
and the release of those prisoners.

They are also asking for the right to edu-
cate their children in Kurdish, which is
currently prohibited, and the scrapping of
a clause in the Constitution that defines
all the country’s citizens as "Turkish."

Additionally, they are seeking the end of
an electoral ban on political parties garne-
ring less than 10 percent of the vote from
entering parliament — a restriction widely
regarded as intending to keep Kurdish
parties out of formal politics.

Most controversially, they are also seeking
steps toward a more federal Turkey, with

power devolved from Ankara to the
regions, bringing Kurds closer to their
long-cherished dream of autonomy.

In recent weeks, governing politicians
have hinted they may be willing to give
ground on some of these demands, but
serious doubts remain over the ability of
Turkey’s deeply divided political leaders to
hammer out agreement on specific issues.

The government and the BDP, however,
have signaled that they are willing to work
together, “even [though] now relations are
not very good, we can’t speak about a pro-
per dialogue,” says Tan.

Preparing public opinion

Hugh Pope, director of the International
Crisis Group in Turkey, believes the
government is underplaying its willin-
gness to compromise while it prepares
public opinion for the talks.

“l think that the Turkish leadership is
maneuvering itself into a place where it
can tell people that these will be for the
good of all Turkey,” he says.

The Turkish public was long encouraged
by an aggressively anti-Kurdish national
media to view the issue as one solely of
terrorism. “There has been so much pro-
paganda that people won’t be able to get it
quickly,” says Mr. Pope.

In one survey by polling company
MetroPoll last month, 51 percent of res-
pondents disapproved of the peace talks,
and 69 percent did not believe the PKK will
disarm.

The talks face particular opposition from
Turkey’s powerful ultranationalist move-
ment, which itself has a history of terro-
rism and street violence.

Devlet Bahceli, leader of the far right
Nationalist Movement Party, has accused
Erdogan of "treason" in engaging -
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= with the PKK in a series of rallies
around the country that have attracted
crowds of up to 70,000.

Ironically, a trend that itself is attracting
increasing concern may lubricate the
process: Ankara’s tightening grip over the
national media.

In recent weeks, newspaper bosses sca-
red of incurring official wrath have fired
columnists who criticized the talks.
Meanwhile, a 63-member Council of the
Wise, picked by the government and
including more than 20 prominent jour-
nalists, is touring the country to raise
support.

End of violence will help maintain

momentum

The most decisive factor in maintaining
momentum, many observers believe, is
the absence of the almost daily deaths
that have plagued both sides in the war,
which is estimated to have claimed the
lives of some 40,000 people.

April was the first month in more than a
year and a half that there were no deaths
in the conflict, according to figures com-
piled by the International Crisis Group.

“When people are no longer preoccupied
with deaths and coffins arriving daily,
they will start to see that the PKK is
playing an important role in this pro-
cess,” says Umit Firat, a prominent

Kurdish writer and civil rights activist.

Like many observers, his biggest fear is
that the radical fringes on each side of
the talks may seek to derail them with
provocation attacks.

He says nonetheless that the days in
which Turks and Kurds address their
problem through force of arms are num-
bered.

“Turkey has reached a point of no
return," he declares. "It may be stopped
or paused for a few years, but it will
always continue in the same direction.”®

May 14, 2013

Turkey and the Kurds: Will Erdogan's peace
process with the PKK save Turkey or destroy It?

omething quite extraordinary -- per-

haps even historic -- is afoot in Turkey.
The country's prime minister, Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, is engaged in a colossal roll of the
political dice, an act of statesmanship,
ambition, and hubris largely without paral-
lel on the current world stage. At one and
the same time, Erdogan appears set on a
course that could result not only in redefi-
ning the very nature of the modern Turkish
nation-state, but in a radical revision of the
Turkish Republic's core national security
tenets as well. How the gambit plays out
could have momentous implications for the
future of Turkey, for sure, but also for the
broader Middle East region and even the
United States.

At the center of Erdogan's play is an effort
to resolve Turkey's "Kurdish problem" --
the chronic, often bloody conflict that has
torn at the fabric of the Turkish state since
its founding 90 years ago. On one side: the
highly exclusive Kemalist conception of
Turkish citizenship that all but denied the
existence of Kurdish ethnicity (no Kurds
here, only "mountain Turks") and effective-
ly banned Kurdish language, history, and
culture from the nation's public life. On the
other: a fiercely proud and distinct people,
the Kurds, whose decades-long struggle for
recognition and self-determination has --
not surprisingly -- regularly found expres-
sion in demands for independent nation-
hood, an ever-present separatist dagger
pointed at the heart of Turkey's territorial
integrity and unity. Since 1984, this clash of

competing nationalisms has manifested
itself most virulently in the brutal war
waged against the Turkish state by the
Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK), a Leninist
organization that both the United States
and the European Union have officially des-
ignated as a terrorist group.

Now, in a bold and risky effort to cut
through this Gordian knot, Erdogan has
launched a new peace process in which his
main partner is none other than Abdullah
Ocalan, the infamous PKK leader who has
been imprisoned on the Turkish island of
Imrali since 1999. Revered by many
(though by no means all) Kurds, Ocalan is
reviled by the majority of ethnic Turks, con-
demned as a murderous enemy of the
republic, a master terrorist whose hands are
covered in the blood of innocents.

After months of secret negotiations with
Erdogan's intelligence chief, Ocalan issued
a dramatic cease-fire declaration from his
jail cell on March 21, the Kurdish new year.
The statement was presented publicly in
Diyarbakir, a Kurdish-majority city in
southeastern Turkey, where it was read out
by Kurdish parliamentarians to a massive
crowd waving Kurdish flags and portraits of
the PKK leader. According to Ocalan, "A
new era is beginning; arms are silencing;
politics are gaining momentum. It is time
for our [PKK] armed entities to withdraw
[from Turkey]." Ocalan condemned as "an
inhuman invention" past efforts to form
states "on a single ethnicity and nation."
Today, he stated, "everybody is responsible
for the creation of a free, democratic, and
egalitarian country that suits well with the
history of Kurdistan and Anatolia." m
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PKK Kurdish
deal with
Turkey may
worry Iran
and Syria

Rebels of the Kurdistan Workers
Party (PKK) have begun leaving
south-eastern Turkey for their
main bases in northern Iraq, but
there is no talk of disarmament
yet.

Instead, several top commanders of the
PKK have said they will keep and even
consolidate their forces.

So what will the thousands of well-trained
militants in Qandil, Zap and other PKK-
controlled areas of northern Iraq do, as the
truce with Turkey holds?

This is probably the question the Iranian
and Syrian governments have been asking
since the imprisoned leader of the PKK,
Abdullah Ocalan, who is negotiating a
peace deal with Turkey, urged militants to
withdraw from inside Turkey.

The group has two sister parties in Iran and
Syria with their own armed wings: the
Party of Free Life of Kurdistan (PJAK),
which is fighting against Iran, and the
Democratic Union Party (PYD), which holds
the reins of power in Kurdish areas of Syria.
Both have many fighters from Turkey's
Kurdish areas.

“Iran's main concern is whether the PKK
fighters will be joining forces with PJAK or
not,” says Mehdi Talati, a Swiss-based
Iranian security analyst.

"PJAK, with its current strength, does not
represent a strong challenge to the Iranian
army, but it could pose a significant threat
with reinforcements from the PKK."

SURPRISE

Only two years ago, Iran and Turkey were
conducting joint military operations
against the PKK's main bases in the Qandil
Mountains.

Prof Nader Entessar of the University of
South Alabama in the US argues Iran was
taken by surprise by the peace process in
Turkey: "The Iranian government doesn't
appear to have foreseen this and develo-
ped a plan B for this situation yet; we may
say that they were caught off-guard.”

A ceasefire has been in place between the
PKK's Iranian offshoot and Tehran since the
autumn of 2011.

9 May 2013 This image shows a PKK
fighter in the Turkish mountains

Although the PKK has shown its resilience
in the face of joint military operations
from Turkey and Iran, the group has sought
to avoid fighting on two fronts whenever it
can.

PKK executive leader Murat Karayilan has
tried hard to establish a ceasefire between
PJAK and Iran in order to focus on the fight
against Turkey.

He recently reiterated that he would like
to see the truce between PJAK and Iran
continue.

However, Abdullah Ocalan has talked about
the possibility of PKK militants joining
forces with the PYD and PJAK.

"I don't believe that our guerrilla force will
[cease being active] when we withdraw -
there are Syria and Iran," he was quoted as
saying in leaked meeting notes with three
MPs of the pro-Kurdish BDP, who went to
meet him at Imrali Prison where he is being
held.

BACKFIRING

Another potential loser in a peace deal
between the PKK and Turkey could be
Syria.

Syria's policy towards the PKK has fluctua-
ted over the last decades.

Seeing the PKK as a counterbalance against
Turkey, the late President Hafez al-Assad
harboured the group up until 1998, when
his government forced the PKK leader out
of the country under pressure from Turkey
and the US.

Relations between Turkey and Syria
became friendlier in the following years,
and Assad's son and incumbent president,
Bashar, reiterated Syria's full support for
Turkey's war with the PKK.

In a bid to retaliate against the shifting
position of the Syrian government,
Abdullah Ocalan decided, in the last few
days of his stay in Syria, to establish a
separate Kurdish group to fight against the
Syrian government.

This move now gives Mr Ocalan one of his
strongest cards in Imrali prison as he nego-
tiates a peace deal with Turkey.

The PYD, re-established in 2003 after the
failure of the first attempt, now holds the
reins of power in most of the Kurdish areas
of Syria.

Turkey is keen to see the PYD step up the

fight against Syria, and some think they can
count on Mr Ocalan to influence the Syrian
Kurd position towards Turkey and the
Syrian government.

The co-chair of the PYD, Saleh Muslim
Muhammed, told BBC Turkish in London:
"Ocalan is not only the leader of the PKK.
He is a leader of the Kurdish people as
well. We cannot overlook his opinions."

The Syrian government's hitherto friendly
relations with Turkey came to an end in
2011, when the Turkish government decla-
red its open support for the Syrian rebels.

In the face of the rebel uprising, Syrian
government forces pulled out of Kurdish
areas in the north to concentrate on the
fighting elsewhere.

The PKK's Murat Karayilan says he
would like to see the truce between PJAK
and Iran continue

This move was based on the premise that
de facto Kurdish autonomy on the Turkish
border would pose a challenge to the
Turkish government.

But that premise could turn out to be false
if a Turkish peace deal with the PKK holds.

BOOST FOR TURKEY

Saleh Muslim Muhammed confirms that the
Kurds in Syria have been watching the
peace negotiations between the PKK and
Turkey with high hopes.

"We are ready to talk to Turkey without any
conditions and we begin to see indications
of a change in the Turkish policy towards
us,” he said.

The conflict with the PKK has effectively
challenged Turkey's regional ambitions,
especially last year when the militants held
ground in Turkey's south-eastern corner for
a couple of weeks.

Now a halt in the conflict could mean
Turkey would be able to free up its military
and economic resources and this would
result in an increase in Turkey's regional
profile, says Mr Talati.

On the economic front, the conflict has
cost Turkey more than $300bn (£194bn),
according to official figures.

Mr Talati adds: "It is too early to decide
whether the Turkish government is honest
about a political solution to the Kurdish
question. But if it reaches its intended
conclusion, then Iran may be the only
country left with a Kurdish problem."a

18



















Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

13 May 2013

Kurdistan
to resume
exporting
crude oil

Goran Sabah Ghafoar
www.kurdishglobe.net

n a major deepening of those

ties, Turkey and Iraqi Kurds
have reportedly agreed recently
to build a natural gas pipeline to
transport at least 10 billion cubic
meters of gas annually.

That represents over a fifth
of Turkey?s current consump-
tion. Turkish officials have refu-
sed to publicly confirm the pro-
ject that threatens to aggravate a
dispute between Baghdad and
the autonomous Kurdistan
region over control over energy
resources.

And according to Reuters
Turkey has given the green light
to the plan, under which oil from
Taq Taq will enter the Kirkuk-
Ceyhan pipeline at Fishkhabur
pumping station near the
Turkish border, from where it
will flow directly to Turkey?s
southern port of Ceyhan for
shipping to international mar-
kets.

Iraqi Kurdistan will be ready
to export its crude oil directly to
world markets via Turkey within
months after a new pipeline is
completed, a move likely to dee-
pen a row with Baghdad over
the distribution of Iraq's hydro-
carbon revenues.

The Kurdistan Regional
Government (KRG) is on track
to finish the pipeline in the third
quarter, linking Genel Energy's
Taq Taq oilfield with an existing
Irag-Turkey crude pipeline, four
Turkey-based industry sources
said.

Turkey has given the green
light to the plan, under which oil
from Taq Taq will enter the
Kirkuk Ceyhan pipeline at
Fishkhabur pumping station
near the Turkish border, from
where it will flow directly to
Turkey's southern port of
Ceyhan for shipping to interna-
tional markets, the sources said.

The move will help
Kurdistan significantly increase
its oil exports but could upset
the Iraqi central government,

which sees independent exports
from the north as illegal and
says growing trade between the
KRG and Turkey threatens to
split Iraq.

Oil is at the heart of the fight
between the Arab-led central
government in Baghdad and the
ethnic Kurdish-run northern
enclave, which dispute control
over oilfields, territory and
crude revenues shared between
the two regions.

US officials are concerned
that Turkey?s strained ties with
Baghdad could have implica-
tions for the rest of the region.
Turkey is defying Washington
and Baghdad in developing a
broad energy partnership with
Iraqi Kurds as it pushes to
secure affordable oil and gas
supplies to fuel its rapid econo-
mic growth.

Turkey is pushing ahead
with plans to extend economic
cooperation with Iraq?s
Kurdistan region, brushing aside
warnings from the United States
that this approach could lead to
the disintegration of the Iraqi
state.

Washington, wary of the
divisions between Baghdad and
the autonomous region, has
urged passage of a long-delayed
national oil law to resolve the
standoff, which has intensified
since the last United States
troops left in December 2011.

"The new pipeline will be
linked to the Kirkuk-Ceyhan
line, one Ankara-based industry
source familiar with the matter
told Reuters. "Naturally, once
they can export via a pipeline
and no longer have to truck their
oil to the border, the volumes
will rise."

The new pipeline was origi-
nally designed as a gas pipeline
but KRG energy minister Ashti
Hawrami said it was to be
converted to carry oil, a move
which had helped Genel Energy
to bring its plans of pipeline
exports by 2014 forward,
sources said. Genel declined to
comment on the issue. Sources
said the pipeline has been laid
up to Dohuk and is currently 80
per cent complete. It will be able
to carry up to 300,000 barrels
per day (bpd) and is being built
by a Turkish contractor.

Kurdistan crude used to be
moved to world markets through
a Baghdad-controlled pipeline
to Turkey, but exports via that
channel dried up last year as a
result of a row over payments.
Crude pumped from the Taq Taq

Two armed security guards check oil pipeline in an oil field in
Kurdistan region of northern Iraq.

oilfield has instead been trucked
over Iraq's northern border with
Turkey, bypassing Iraq's federal
pipeline system.

Ankara had initially refused
to engage in official contacts
with Iraqi Kurds, fearing that
the establishment of an indepen-
dent Kurdish state there could
embolden its own Kurds, some
of whom have waged a nearly
three-decade insurgency.

But as Turkey?s economy
has boomed ? it grew by more
than 8.0 percent in 2010 and
2011 ? and its thirst for energy
grown, Prime Minister Recep
Tayyip Erdogan has moved gra-
dually to forge trade ties with
Iraqi Kurds.

Baghdad has said it alone
has the authority to control
exports and sign contracts,
while the Kurds say their right
to do so is enshrined in Iraq's
federal constitution.

But Iraqi Prime Minister
Nuri Al Maliki softened his tone
earlier this month, saying Iraq
welcomed any step towards rap-
prochement with Turkey on the
basis of shared interests, mutual
respect and good-neighbourli-
ness.

But the hopes of reconcilia-
tion could be tested again when
the new pipeline is online and
the issue of how to distribute
revenues between the KRG and
Baghdad becomes an even more
pressing issue, sources say. "I
think that would require an
agreement with Turkey, the
KRG and Baghdad," an industry
source said.

"Where will the money for
the oil exports be paid and who
will sell the crude from Ceyhan
? all of these issues will have to
be finalised with a written
agreement."

Turkey has said it could play
an active role in settling the pay-
ment problems between the
KRG and the central govern-

ment in Baghdad. Turkish
energy minister Taner Yildiz
said earlier this month Turkey
stood ready to support an arran-
gement under which 83 per cent
of oil export revenue went to
Baghdad and the remaining 17
per cent to Kurdistan.

Seeking US nod For over a
year, Kurdistan has upset
Baghdad by signing deals with
oil majors such as Exxon Mobil
and Chevron , providing lucra-
tive production-sharing
contracts and better operating
conditions than in Iraq's south.

Earlier this week, Kurdistan
called on Washington to accept
its negotiations with neighbou-
ring Turkey as a way to get its
oil to market rather than seeing
it as a threat to Iraq's unity.

He said Kurdistan would
seek a dialogue with Baghdad to
resolve outstanding energy
issues based on the federal
constitution. The KRG is entit-
led to make exports happen and
prefers to do so with Baghdad,
he said.

Iraq's central government
says Kurdistan is expected to
provide 250,000 bpd towards
Iraqg's 2013 oil export target.

Despite the difficulties
Turkish trade with Iraq has
grown rapidly, from $ 2.8 billion
in 2007 to $ 10.7 billion last
year.

Iraq is now Turkey?s num-
ber two trade partner following
Germany, with most of that
trade with the Kurdish region.
More than 1,000 Turkish com-
panies are currently operating in
northern Iraq, and they are opti-
mistic Iraq could become
Turkey?s top trade partner as
soon as this year.

of 2.9 million bpd. In 2012,
the KRG was to contribute
175,000 bpd to the federal bud-
get, but realised an average of
only 61,000 bpd. O
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LES PREMIERS REBELLES
DU PKK ARRIVENT EN IRAK

Les combattants kurdes se
retirent de la Turquie dans le
cadre d’un processus de paix
engagé avec Ankara. Un premier
groupe est arrivé au Kurdistan
irakien.

es premiers rebelles du Parti des travail-

leurs du Kurdistan (PKK) ayant quitté la
Turquie ont été accueillis, mardi 14 mai, par
des accolades a leur arrivée dans le nord de
I'Irak, apres une harassante traversée. Apres
I'annonce d'un cessez-le-feu unilatéral fin
mars, ce retrait de Turquie constitue la
deuxiéme phase concréete du processus de
paix engagé entre le PKK et Ankara pour
mettre fin & pres de trente ans de conflit san-

Un groupe
du PKK est
arrivé en
Irak mardi
14 mai
2013.
Ceerwan
Aziz | AP

Entre 13 et 19 millions de Kurdes vivent en
Turquie, soit la majorité des Kurdes dissémi-
nés dans une vaste zone couvrant aussi
I'Irak, I'Iran et la Syrie. Le PKK, dont les
revendications sont passées au fil du temps
d’une indépendance complete a
’autonomie, ainsi qu’a la reconnaissance de
la langue et de la culture kurdes, compte
aujourd’hui entre 3 000 et 5 000 combattants
actifs. Considéré comme une organisation
terroriste par la Turquie, mais aussi par les
Etats-Unis et I'Union européenne, il avait
pris les armes en 1984 et le conflit a fait
depuis environ 45 000 morts.

« UNE NOUVELLE ETAPE DE PAIX »

« Nous sommes les premiers a atteindre une
zone siire », a déclaré Jagar, le chef du
groupe de quinze combattants qui sont arri-

vés a pieds a Harur, localité du Kurdistan
irakien. Composé de neuf hommes et de six
femmes, le groupe a été accueilli par des
accolades chaleureuses et des poignées de
main d’autres membres du PKK. Des mil-
liers de combattants kurdes sont installés
dans cette région autonome.

« Notre repli a été effectué sur instructions
de notre chef et nous souhaitons qu’il ouvre
une nouvelle étape de paix », a dit Jagar, en
référence au chef du PKK emprisonné a vie,
Abdullah Ocalan. 11 a aussi évoqué de « mul-
tiples difficultés, notamment la pluie et la
neige », durant leurs sept jours de marche
sous 1'ceil vigilant d’avions turcs surveillant
le repli.

Le premier ministre turc, Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, avait maintes fois répété que per-
sonne ne s’en prendrait aux rebelles en route
pour I'Trak.

BAGDAD N’ACCEPTE PAS L’ENTREE DE
GROUPES ARMES

Redoutant d’éventuels raids de l’armée
turque, les habitants du Kurdistan irakien
vivant pres de la frontiere avec la Turquie
s’inquietent de voir s’installer des milliers de
combattants kurdes de Turquie.

Le gouvernement fédéral irakien, qui est a
couteaux tirés avec les autorités du
Kurdistan irakien, ne s’est pas non plus
montré enthousiaste de voir arriver d’autres
rebelles kurdes. Le ministere irakien des
affaires étrangeres a fait savoir dans un com-
muniqué que Bagdad, tout en saluant toute
démarche susceptible de mettre fin au conflit
entre la Turquie et le PKK, n’acceptait « pas
I'entrée de groupes armés sur son territoire
». 3

glant.

La Turquie vise
des contrats pétroliers
au Kurdistan irakien

ANKARA - mer. 22 mai 2013 (Reuters)

LA TURQUIE ESPERE signer cette année des contrats commerciaux
avec des entreprises russes et américaines qui opérent dans le
Kurdistan irakien pour participer a des opérations d'exploration de
pétrole et de gaz, selon le ministre turc de I'Energie.

En visite 8 Washington, le Premier ministre turc, Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
avait annoncé la semaine derniére qu'une entreprise turque avait signé un
contrat avec la compagnie américaine Exxon Mobil, sans plus de détails.

Le ministre de I'Energie, Taner Yildiz, qui faisait partie de la délégation,
raconte que les discussions avec le président Barack Obama ont été tres
fertiles. Washington s'inquiete des ambitions énergétiques de la Turquie
dans le nord de 1'Trak.

"Nous allons sans doute nous engager dans le nord de I'Irak avec des com-
pagnies russes et américaines dans le cadre de différents projets tels que
l'exploration de pétrole et de gaz. Et cette année, des entreprises publiques
et privées pourraient signer des contrats commerciaux avec le nord de
I'Irak”, a-t-il déclaré a Reuters, sans donner le nom des compagnies.

Exxon a été la premiere société a signer des accords d'exploration avec le
gouvernement régional du Kurdistan (GRK). D'autres groupes, tels
Chevron, Total ou le Russe Gazprom Neft ont suivi.

Des entreprises irakiennes implantées dans la région pourraient égale-
ment participer a ces accords, qui regrouperont trois ou quatre parte-
naires, selon Taner Yildiz.

La Turquie, qui a relancé en novembre les négociations avec ses propres
séparatistes kurdes du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK), convoite
de plus en plus les ressources du Kurdistan irakien, ot elle espere inves-
tir davantage.

Une évolution que le gouvernement de Bagdad ne voit pas d'un bon oeil,
jugeant que le contréle des exportations de pétrole revient aux autorités
centrales. Bagdad considere en outre les accords noués entre les multina-
tionales et le GRK comme illégaux. Les dirigeants de la région autonome
du Kurdistan estiment au contraire que leur droit a contrdler les res-
sources pétrolieres est inscrit dans la Constitution fédérale irakienne.

Gourmande en ressources, la Turquie n'est qu'un client et un débouché
maritime pour le pétrole issu de la région kurde. Avec ces nouveaux par-
tenariats, elle pourrait jouer un réle actif dans l'exploitation des ressources
du Kurdistan irakien.

Selon Taner Yildiz, Ankara est également prét a aider 1'Irak a construire
plus d'oléoducs, mais estime que les capacités de l'actuel oléoduc, qui
achemine du pétrole de la ville de Kirkouk jusqu'au port turc de Ceyhan,
sur la Méditerranée, doivent étre pleinement utilisées. @
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Behind the Lines:
Erdogan’s Kurdish gambit

: By JONATHAN SPYER

i Turkish PM has not

i committed himself on
i any core issues in

: peace talks with the

i Kurds; no ‘historic

i compromise’ on the

: horizon.

On May 8, fighters of the
Kurdish PKK militia

! began to withdraw from their
i positions in Turkey, bound
i for their mountain stron-
i gholds in Kurdish-ruled nor-
i thern Iraq. The decision by
i the PKK to withdraw is the
! result of orders issued by jai-
iled movement leader
i Abdullah Ocalan.

i  This re-energizing of the
! Turkish-Kurdish “peace pro-
cess” is one of the most impor-
! tant of the phenomena genera-
i ted by the seismic shifts cur-
i rently underway in the Middle
! East. But the foundations of this
i process are far more shaky
than the guerrillas’ redeploy-
i ment from Turkey would sug-
i gest.

H The newly minted Turkish-
i Kurdish peace process resem-
bles the veteran Israeli-
i Palestinian version in a num-
i ber of ways. Perhaps most
! importantly, the process has
i been launched without any
clear picture of how it is sup-
posed to conclude. There is no
i evidence of any “historic com-
%promise” between the sides
i on the core issues which cau-
i sed the conflict in the first
place.

H For the Kurdish side, the
struggle is no longer about
i separate statehood. Rather,
! their demands now center on
! the right to use Kurdish lan-
guage in education, equal sta-
i tus of Kurds in the Turkish
! constitution, greater autonomy
for local authorities in Kurdish
! majority areas, and the release
of thousands of Kurdish politi-

KURDISTAN WORKERS PARTY (PKK) fighters walk on
the way to their new base in northern Iraq on Tuesday

Photo: Azad Lashkari [Reuters

cal prisoners held in Turkish
jails.

Turkish Prime Minister
Recep Tayyip Erdogan has
committed himself on none of
these issues. For him, the exis-
tence of the process appears
more important than its result.
Erdogan’s Kurdish gambit is
intended to form part of his
broader campaign to trans-
form the Turkish polity.

Starting in September
2008, representatives of the
Turkish state and of the PKK
engaged in intermittent face-
to-face talks in the Norwegian
capital, Oslo.

From August 2009, the
Turkish side were led by
Hakan Fidan, a close associate
of Erdogan who now heads the
MIT, the Turkish National
Intelligence Association.
Parallel talks between MIT
representatives and PKK lea-
der Ocalan also took place at
Imrali, the island jail where
Ocalan has been incarcerated
for the last 14 years.

From the outset, the Kurds
suspected that the Turkish
intention of the talks was to
induce the PKK to end its
insurgency - for the sake of
the process, while offering no
concrete path for solving the
conflict. As a result, recent

years have been marked by
long ceasefires and periodic
bursts of conflict, as the Kurds
sought to remind the Turks
that the quiet should not be
taken for granted as long as
the core issues remained unre-
solved.

So what was the break-
through that has led to the cur-
rent appearance of progress?
From late 2012, the Turkish
government began a new
round of talks with Ocalan
alone, on Imrali, denying the
PKK the possibility of presen-
ting a coherent stance as a
movement.

This process has led to the
orders by Ocalan for the with-
drawal of PKK fighters and the
appearance of progress. But
what exactly the government
has or has not proposed
remains shrouded in mystery.
Nothing in writing has emer-
ged from the Imrali talks, on
any of the core issues of the
conflict.

While Ocalan retains an
iconic status within the PKK
and parts of the broader
Kurdish world, it is not difficult
to discern caution and some
confusion among movement
cadres regarding their lea-
ders’ latest orders.

In an interview this week

with renowned Turkish journa- :
list Hasan Cemal, prominent§
PKK commander Bahoz Erdal
stressed that the current PKK
decision for a cease-fire does
not imply surrender, nor
remove the possibility of a
return to armed action if the :
Kurdish issue remains unresol-
ved. “They asked for a cease- :
fire — we declared. They asked :
for withdrawal, we are doing
this now. If tomorrow they [say] :
that this is not enough, you :
should lay down your arms - |
they can’t force us to do this. :
This means surrender for us :
which we [the PKK] have never :
accepted, even in the most dif-
ficult times,” Erdal told Cemal.

The point, Erdal said, was
not a cease-fire for its own :
sake, but to remove the rea-
sons why Kurds took up the
guerrilla struggle in the first :
place. H

The veteran PKK fighter :
also noted that the Turkish%
army has begun to construct a
new infrastructure along the :
border, intended to hinder the
ability of Kurdish fighters to
return to Turkey should the :
conflict continue. :

This observation is part of :
a broader concern in the PKK
that Erdogan’s intention may§
be to neutralize and distance :
the movement and render it
irrelevant, rather than to reach
a true rapprochement with it.

Erdal is a very prominent
commander, well respected
among the Kurds, and his sta- }
tements will be carefully stu- :
died by all sides. H

Murat Karayilan, the de%
facto leader of the PKK in':
Qandil, said that the withdra- }
wal from Turkey would “stop :
immediately if there is any i
attack, operation or bombing
of our guerrilla forces, and our
forces will use their right to :
reciprocate.” Karayilan also |
made clear in a rare press :
conference at the end of April
that PKK disarmament would :
take place only after the
Turkish government carried :
out constitutional amendments :
in line with the movement’s%
demands relating to > !
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> Kurdish rights.

: Serious questions there-
i fore remain as to whether the
! peace process will in the end
| bear fruit.

From Erdogan’s point of
view, however, the move
i toward the Kurds makes
! obvious political sense. The
Turkish prime minister’s cur-
! rent central goal is to ensure
%the passing of a constitution
i that would radically reshape
! the nature of the Turkish repu-
blic. Most importantly, the new
i constitution would replace the
current parliamentary system
with a presidential one.

This would then pave the
{ way for Erdogan himself to
! stand in presidential elections
{in 2014, and rule with vastly
increased executive powers.

Many in Turkey fear that at
this point, Erdogan will com-
plete the process of a Putin-
style hollowing out of Turkish
democracy which they discern
is already under way - in the
emasculation of the free
media, the jailing of senior
officers on  trumped-up
charges, and the incarceration
and harassment of journalists.

To bring the constitution to
a referendum, Erdogan needs
a 330-seat majority in the 550-
member parliament.

He currently controls 325
seats.

One of the ways in which
Erdogan could ensure his
majority would be by securing
the support of the Kurdish BDP
(Peace and Democracy Party).
Many observers discern the

central goal in Erdogan’s cur-
rent peace process as being to
secure BDP and Kurdish sup-
port for the new constitution.

This brings with it the pos-
sibility that once the new
constitution is in place and
Erdogan is securely enscon-
ced as president, he could
abandon the perhaps impossi-
ble task of reconciling Turkish
and Kurdish desires, leaving a
neutered PKK, and reverting to
the previous policies of
repression.

Should the peace process
falter, however, Erdogan will
need to take account of a stri-
kingly improved Kurdish stra-
tegic position. Perhaps most
importantly of all, a franchise
of the PKK now controls nor-
theast Syria. Kurdish fighters

resisted a Turkish backed
attempt by Syrian rebels to i
begin a reconquest of this area
in January. There is also a flou- :
rishing de facto sovereign :
area in the Iraqgi Kurdish i
region (which is not, of course, :
aligned with the PKK). ;

So Erdogan has launched
an audacious gamble, initiated
with the help of the ever-eager :
diplomats of Norway. PKK lea- !
der Ocalan, meanwhile, has i
reportedly said that if the pro- :
cess fails, 70,000 fighters await
his orders. Whether Erdogan’s
move will result in a lasting :

rapprochement between |
Turks and Kurds - or flounder :
into renewed conflict -

remains very much to be seen. !
a0
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Turkey’s political imams

The Gulenists fight back

A Muslim cleric in America wields surprising political power in Turkey

NEW JERSEY

IN A recent sermon Fethullah Gulen,
Turkey’s most powerful Muslim cleric,
preached against hubris. Delivered in rural
Pennsylvania, where Mr Gulen lives in self-
imposed exile, it was broadcast from his
website with an electrifying effect. Was
the holy man alluding to Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, Turkey’s increasingly authorita-
rian prime minister?

Mr Gulen is the spiritual leader of a
global network, the Hizmet (meaning ser-
vice), that includes media outlets,
schools and charities. These have spread
his pacifist, modern-minded Islam, often
praised as a contrast to more extreme
Salafism. Much of the network is financed
by Anatolian businessmen.

One recent afternoon Muslims from
the Balkans feasted on roast lamb in a
wooded corner of New Jersey. At the call
to prayer, trousers were rolled up, ablu-
tions taken and the genuflecting began—
all organised by the Hizmet, which holds
similar events in Africa and Asia. But their
impact is strongest in Turkey. Long perse-
cuted by the secularist generals, the
Hizmet was relieved when Mr Erdogan’s

Justice and Development (AK) party took
power in 2002.

Mr Erdogan began his career with the
more traditionally Islamist “National
View” movement of Necmettin Erbakan,
who was ousted as prime minister by the
army in 1997. Despite their differences,
AK and the Gulenists joined forces against
the generals. After AK swept to a second
term in 2007, it set about declawing the
generals through the “Ergenekon trial” of
hundreds of alleged coup plotters. This
was helped by prosecutors said to be
close to Mr Gulen. But the alliance has
frayed amid allegations of Hizmet infil-
tration of the judiciary and the police. Mr
Gulen’s image was bruised by suggestions
that Ergenekon had degenerated into a
vendetta. “They shared power with AK
but they kept wanting more,” says an
observer.

The rift became clearer after the
2010 Mavi Marmara affair, when Israeli
commandos killed nine Turks aboard a
Gaza-bound vessel; Mr Gulen suggested
the flotilla should not have been allowed
to sail. Their rift became wider when an

Fethullah Gulen: at home in America

Istanbul prosecutor summoned Hakan
Fidan, Turkey’s spy chief and one of Mr
Erdogan’s closest allies, for questioning
over links to Kurdish PKK rebels. An angry
Mr Erdogan made the prosecution of any
spy subject to government approval and
threatened to shut Hizmet-run prep
schools.

Turkey’s secularists are rubbing their
hands. But their joy may be short-lived.
Mr Erdogan and Mr Gulen share a hard-
nosed pragmatism. Some believe their
fist-shaking is the prelude to a bargain,
not least because many of Mr Erdogan’s
supporters approve of Mr Gulen and vice
versa. “Neither can convincingly justify
his enmity for the other,” says an analyst.
“It is a lose-lose for both.”
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Situation Reports

Massoud Barzani: A Regional
Powerbroker Rises in Iraqi Kurdistan

Daniel Moore
www.geopoliticalmonitor.com

ith the tenth anniversary of the

Iraq War and a UN report war-
ning that April was the highest month
of Iraqi casualties since 2008, one
important storyline might have been
missed: Iraqi Kurdistan President
Massoud Barzani has been quietly buil-
ding his power base within the region
and has risen to become one of the most
influential players in Iraqi politics.

Barzani has been leveraging his influ-
ence to put Iraqi Kurdistan onto the
path to full independence. He success-
fully brokered the Erbil Agreement in
2010, leading to the formation of the
Iraqi national government and an end
to the post-election political gridlock.
He also negotiated the terms of
response for the long-running Sunni
protests against al-Maliki. Since then,
he has repeatedly been sought out by
Iraqi opposition leaders as a mediating
figure—a position another prominent
Kurd (head of the Kurdish opposition
party PUK), Iraqi President Talabani,
filled before health problems sidelined
him in 2010.

Building upon his relationships within
the Iraqi political system, Barzani has
garnered support to further his ambi-
tions for Iraqi Kurdistan, ambition
which the dysfunction of the Iraqi gov-
ernment sometimes furthers and at
other times thwarts. Deep sectarian
divisions between Shiites and Sunnis
have provided an opportunity for
Barzani to negotiate and establish
working relationships with both Sunni
and Shiite opposition parties. But the
relationship between al-Maliki and
Barzani has taken a turn for the worse
because of disputes over oil contracts,
Kurdistan’s nascent pipeline agree-
ments with Turkey, and the lack of
budget approval for the Kurdistan
Peshmerga (Kurdistan’s military).
Barzani has also directly challenged
the Iraqi government by allowing for

deposed former Iraqi Vice President
Tariq al-Hashimi, accused by al-Maliki
of organizing death squads targeting
government officials, to stay in
Kurdistan before he finalized his living
arrangements in Turkey.

Kurdistan and Iraq have an ongoing
dispute over the oil rights in the
region. Kurdistan wants full energy
independence--control of the down-
stream and upstream oil processes
within its territory and full access to
revenues. In order to achieve this goal,
it has signed over 50 oil agreements
with major oil companies. However,
the Iraqi Parliament does not recog-
nize those agreements and remains in
full control of the revenues earned
from oil in Iraqi Kurdistan. In order to
bypass Baghdad’s long arm, Barzani
made a deal with Turkish Prime
Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogen to
transport 15,000 barrels of oil a day to
Turkey. The Kurds are also demanding
the ratification of Article 140 of the
Iraqi constitution, which calls for a ref-
erendum in Kirkuk, a move that the
Maliki government has consistently
opposed.

These disputes with the Iraqi govern-
ment have galvanized support for
Barzani within Kurdistan. Already an
extremely popular politician due to his
family’s history and the development
of the semi-autonomous region after
the U.S. invasion in 2003, he won over
70% of the popular vote in 2009. The
next step for Barzani is to ratify a con-

stitution, a feat that has eluded him for
the past seven years. With Gallop’s
numbers indicating that 87% of citi-
zens living in Iraqi Kurdistan prefer a
regional government with the power to
override national Iraqi government
decisions. Barzani clearly has the sup-
port of the people for a fully-
autonomous Kurdistan without nation-
al Iraqi government intrusion. The rat-
ification of a Kurdish constitution
would solidify Barzani’s power and set
a clear precedent for an independent
Kurdistan.

The biggest question that remains for
Barzani is the relationship between
Baghdad and Kurdistan, and particu-
larly how this relationship would react
to a crisis. Already with the tentative
support of Turkey as a market for
Kurdish oil, Kurdistan is entering new
territory. Another challenge to ease the
transition to a fully-autonomous state
is Kurdistan’s relationship with Turkey
and Iran. Barzani needs to make it
absolutely clear with Ankara and
Tehran that he has no desire to annex
Kurdish communities from their
respective countries.

Erbil’s budding economic relationship
with Turkey and Ankara’s projected
future reliance on Kurdistan as a
source for transit oil fees and natural
gas supply has helped to rejuvinate a
relationship strained by PKK terrorist
attacks and Kurdistan’s involvement
with the Kurdish community in
Turkey. Although Turkey has indicated
to the Iraqi government that it will not
allow construction of a pipeline to
export energy from Kurdistan without
the approval of the federal govern-
ment, Ankara will likely not overlook
the potential lucrative transit fees of $5
billion a year for transporting Kurdish
energy. Further Sunni disagreement
and sectarian conflict with the federal
government could conceivably force
Ankara to hedge its bets for the future
of Kurdish oil bypassing its arrange-
ment with Baghdad. m
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Vers une partition de la Syrie ?

Au Nord et au Sud, certaines zones échappent au contréle du régime de Bachar al-Assad, qui concentre ses forces sur
la protection du territoire qu'il estime "utile". Une fin de la guerre signifiera-t-elle une partition du pays ? Décryptage.

Amara MAKHOUL-YATIM

"LE PAYS VIT DEJA UNE PARTITION"

Plus de deux ans aprés le début du conflit,
la Syrie est totalement métamorphosée. Le
conflit, qui semble sans fin, a causé la mort
de plus de 80 000 personnes selon un der-
nier bilan. Alors peut-on encore parler d’'une
seule Syrie ? Dans les faits, le pays est
divisé. "Ce que vit le pays aujourd’hui c’est
déja une vraie partition méme si elle n’est
pas officielle", s’indignait mardi 15 mai
Randa Kassis sur France culture. Lors
d’une émission consacrée a la Syrie,
I’'anthropologue et opposante syrienne fai-
sait un constat alarmant de la division du
pays. "La zone kurde jouit d’'une autonomie
partielle, la zone cétiere est sous le controle
du régime, de méme que le coeur de
Damas, et si on va vers le sud et les zones
de peuplement druzes, c’est ambigu".

LE FRONT NORD HORS DE CONTROLE

Une constatation que partage Fabrice
Balanche, spécialiste de la Syrie et
directeur du Gremmo. "Il y a déja une parti-
tion de fait entre le Nord et le Sud, qui s’est
installée dans la durée depuis juillet 2012
avec la chute de la province de Raqqga".
Considérée par les rebelles comme "terri-
toire libéré", le nord de la Syrie échappe
depuis de long mois au contrdle du régime.
La quasi-totalité des postes frontieres com-
muniquant avec la Turquie ont été pris par
la rébellion durant le printemps et I'été
2012. La rébellion, qui avait déja trouvé en
Turquie une base-arriere, a ainsi pu achem-
iner plus aisément armes, vivres et combat-
tants, souvent djihadistes, vers les zones
de combats, notamment a Alep.

La plupart des villes du nord du pays sont
d’ailleurs gérées par des conseils locaux
rebelles qui recoivent une aide financiére
de pays occidentaux comme la France.
Depuis prés d’un an, 'armée syrienne se
contente de bombarder sporadiquement
certaines positions rebelles du nord et con-
tinue la bataille a Alep, notamment.

Autre facteur d’éclatement, la situation par-
ticuliere des zones de peuplement kurde.
"Les Kurdes profitent largement de la situa-
tion particuliere du nord du pays", remarque
Fabrice Balanche. "Eux qui ont toujours mil-

ité pour établir une zone kurde, jouissent
d’'une autonomie relative".

DEBORDEMENT AU SUD

Le régime syrien a-t-il renoncé a recon-
quérir le nord du pays ? Pas tout a fait,
selon Fabrice Balanche. "Depuis le début,
la stratégie classique du régime est de se

BACHAR AL-ASSAD NIE
L'UTILISATION D'ARMES
CHIMIQUES

Dans une interview publiée ce samedi
par deux médias argentins, Bachar al-
Assad a nié 1'utilisation d'armes chim-
iques par ses forces. "Si ces armes étaient
utilisées contre une ville ou un
faubourg, avec un bilan de dix ou vingt
victimes, serait-ce crédible ?", a
demandé le président syrien, avant de
répondre par la négative.

Il a également exclu une nouvelle fois de
démissionner, estimant que "ce serait
fuir". "Je ne sais pas si Kerry ou un autre
a requ du peuple syrien le pouvoir de
parler en son nom sur la question de
savoir qui doit partir et qui doit rester.
Cela, c'est le peuple syrien qui le déter-
minera lors de 1'élection présidentielle
de 2014", a-t-il déclaré.

concentrer sur les grandes villes", explique
le chercheur, qui précise que Damas se
concentre sur la protection du territoire
qu’elle juge "utile" a savoir la capitale, coeur
du pouvoir et le littoral fief de la commu-
nauté alaouite.

Cette stratégie explique également que les
forces de Bachar al-Assad aient également
perdu du terrain dans le sud du pays. "Le
régime s’est fait déborder dans le sud début
2013, perdant le contrdle de la frontiére jor-
danienne", rappelle Fabrice Balanche. Ce
qui a eu pour conséquence de permettre
aux rebelles d’ouvrir un nouveau front au
sud avec l'aide de I'Arabie saoudite. "Le
front ouvert a la frontiere jordanienne est
clairement un front saoudien", insiste pour
sa part Frédéric Pichon, histotrien spécial-
iste de la Syrie, qui explique que le puissant
royaume du Golfe a ainsi profit¢ de la
bréche ouverte pour revenir sur le terrain
syrien face au Qatar, tres actif dans le nord
du pays. Il rappelle que début 2013, le
"New York Times" a révélé que I'Arabie
saoudite a livré pour un milliard de dollars
d’armes a la rébellion via la Jordanie.

VERS UNE PARTITION DU PAYS ?
Deux ans aprés le début du soulévement

contre le régime de Bachar al-Assad,
plusieurs fronts sont apparus >
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> recoupant plus ou moins la répartition
géographique des communautés en Syrie.
Le scénario d’'une partition du pays semble
ainsi avoir dépassé le stade de la théorie.

Pour Randa Kassis, "il est méme trés prob-
able". Pour elle, a titre d’exemple, "méme
en cas de chute d’Assad, la communauté
alaouite ne laisserait jamais la zone cétiere
aux rebelles syriens, c’est impossible".
Frédéric Pichon partage ce point de vue :
"On va effectivement vers une partition de
fait, qui sera une conséquence de I'échec a
résoudre ce conflit". Pour lui, les divisions
que l'on constate déja sont significatives.
"Ce ne sont pas des Etats différents qui
vont se former, mais de fait, il y aura des
zones contrélées par différentes commu-
nautés, comme en Irak d’ailleurs".

LE REGIME SE CONCENTRE SUR LE
"TERRITOIRE UTILE" ET PREPARE
SON "PLAN B"

Alors qu’a I'été 2012 encore, on voyait le
réegime en perte de vitesse épuisé par la
multiplication des fronts sur I'ensemble du
territoire, il semble aujourd’hui regagner du
terrain. "Il est clair que le régime marque
des points désormais dans la province de
Homs, a Hama et au nord de Lattaquié
également", confirme Fabrice Balanche
spécialiste de la Syrie et directeur du
Gremmo.

Il expligue que l'armée syrienne méne
actuellement une '"stratégie de contre-
insurrection dans laquelle elle veut se con-
centrer sur le pays utile, quitte a se désen-
gager temporairement de certaines régions
comme le nord ou le sud". A ce stade du
conflit, le régime syrien veut assurer sa
survie. Contrairement a ce que 'on aurait
pu affirmer il y a un an, 'axe stratégique
n’est plus la route Damas-Alep, reliant les
deux grandes métropoles du pays, mais
plutét la voie qui mene du littoral vers
Damas et ce a plusieurs titres.

"En premier lieu, il faut bien nourrir
Damas", explique Fabrice Balanche qui
rappelle que le pouvoir syrien tient encore
bien le cceur de la capitale, ou la bour-
geoisie sunnite lui est favorable. "Or, c’est
par la mer gu’une bonne partie du ravitaille-
ment arrive a Damas, que ce soit en nour-
riture, marchandises mais aussi en armes".
Sécuriser la route est donc essentiel. De
plus, pour aller de Tartous ou Lattakié, les
deux grandes villes de la cbte syrienne, a
Damas il faut inévitablement passer par
Homs. "C’est la qu’est la difficulté", observe
le chercheur, car Homs et ses alentours
constituaient jusqu’a présent une impor-
tante poche de résistance dans une zone
plutét favorable au régime. "Les autorités
syriennes étaient obligées de déployer des
troupes importantes sur les routes environ-
nant Homs et Qousseir notamment pour

sécuriser les convois".
LA BATAILLE CRUCIALE DE QOUSSEIR

Située prés de la frontiére libanaise, la ville
de Qousseir constitue ainsi, avec certains
quartiers de Homs, le dernier obstacle sur
ce fameux axe. C’est donc logiquement
que l'armée syrienne y concentre toutes
ses forces depuis plusieurs semaines. Déja
plus d’un an que la ville résiste aux assauts
de I'armée et a des bombardements inces-
sants, mais, cette fois, pour étre sar de
I’emporter le régime a fait appel a des ren-
forts. Fin avril, le chef du Hezbollah Hassan
Nasrallah a en effet reconnu a demi-mot
que des membres de son mouvement se
battaient aux co6tés du régime syrien dans
cette région frontaliere du Liban. "Nous ne
laisserons pas les chiites libanais qui vivent
autour de Qousseir sans défense", avait-il
affirmé dans un discours télévisé diffuse
sur Al Manar, la chaine du Hezbollah.

La stratégie semble payer, puisque I'armée
d’Assad a remporté plusieurs victoires ces
derniéres semaines, reprenant aux rebelles
plusieurs localités autour de la ville.
Qousseir est désormais encerclée. Le 13
mai, des militants ont rapporté que les sol-
dats avaient largué des tracts sur la ville
invitant les civils a quitter les lieux, faisant
craindre un massacre imminent. "On sait
qu’il y a eu depuis des négociations entre
les rebelles et I'armée pour qu'ils puissent
sortir de la ville, mais I'armée exige une
reddition", poursuit Fabrice Balanche. "A la

différence de Baba Amr, [bastion rebelle a
Homs repris symboliquement par I'armée
en février 2012], I'armée ne laissera pas les
rebelles s’échapper", estime-t-il.

Preuve de I'importance de cette bataille, il y
a plus de six mois déja, le président Assad
avait affirmé que la reprise de Qousseir
éetait cruciale pour le régime. "Aujourd’hui
Qousseir est devenue un embléme au
méme titre que Baba Amr", analyse Fabrice
Balanche. "Le régime a besoin de victoires
pour sa propagande".

PLAN B

Par ailleurs, en sécurisant la voie menant
de Damas au littoral "le régime prépare son
plan B : la possibilit¢ de repli communau-
taire en cas de chute de la capitale", un
scénario souvent évoqué par les commen-
tateurs du conflit.

La zone cétiere est en effet communément
appelée le pays alaouite, confession du
président Assad. Pour Frédéric Pichon, his-
torien spécialiste de la Syrie, des mas-
sacres comme celui perpétré a Banias fin
avril, imputé aux milices du régime et qui a
fait plus de 150 morts, sont des signaux
d’avertissement a destination des sunnites.
"Banias est une enclave sunnite en pays
alaouite", rappelle-t-il. "Ce genre d’acte est
destiné a faire fuir les sunnites contes-
tataires de la zone". &
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ON HOLIDAY IN IRAQ:
A KURD’S EYE VIEW

Two British tour operators have launched holidays to northern Iraq, a
region where the horrors of Saddam’s tyranny are being replaced

by hospitality and hope

The Financial Times
By Mike Carter

akhtyar Omar was showing

me photographs of his
family. Here were his young bro-
thers, beatific smiles, arms wrap-
ped tightly around each other.
Here was his aunt, cradling a
baby in a tender embrace.

Bakhtyar swallowed hard. “I lost
41 members of my family that
day. Only four of us survived,”
he said, looking again at the pic-
tures, the only clue that anything
was amiss being the delicate
strands of blood under the sub-
jects’” noses. “This is not some-
thing you can easily find peace
with.”

It is perhaps appropriate that any
story about modern Iraqi
Kurdistan begins in Halabja. On
March 16 1988, Saddam
Hussein’s Ba’athists dropped
192 bombs containing sarin,
cyanide and mustard gas on this
northeastern Iraqi town as part of
his Anfal campaign of genocide
against the Kurds. In less than 30
minutes, 5,000 women, children
and men were dead in the worst
chemical attack on civilians the
world has ever seen.

Appropriate? Well, arguably, if

Halabja was a gruesome nadir
for Iraq’s Kurds, it was also the
beginning of the end of their
long, bloody fight for freedom.
Two years later, an emboldened
Saddam invaded Kuwait. The
first US-led Gulf war followed,
with the imposition of a no-fly
zone over northern Iraq in 1991
creating a safe haven and de
facto semi-autonomy for the
Kurds. In 2003, the second Gulf
war finished off Saddam. In
2005, with a Kurd, Jalal
Talabani, as president of Iraq, the
first session of the Kurdistan
Regional Government (KRG)
was held in Erbil, the region’s
capital. For the Kurds, it has
been a dramatic turnaround.

Almost 25 years to the day since
the Halabja massacre, 1 was
standing inside Erbil’s glittering
new $500m international airport,
part of a group of UK tourists on
Wild Frontiers’ first trip to north-
ern Iraq, one of two UK tour
operators offering trips to the
region this year for the first time.

Britain’s Foreign Office now has
no travel warnings in place for
Iraqi Kurdistan (there have been
no killings of foreigners since
2003). Ten-day visas are given
free at the airport, no questions
asked. It was a bizarre feeling, to
be in Iraq, the place of night-
mares, and yet feel so, well,

SYRIA

A
Temples
at Lalish

relaxed.

n the drive from the airport,

we passed swanky new
apartment  blocks, five-star
hotels, shopping malls and gated
communities with names such as
“English Village” or “Dream
City”. “Five years ago, houses in
this part of town went for $4,000
— now they’re $400,000,” said
our guide Karwan Bahjat, whose
Cockney accent betrayed years
of exile, 17 of them in London,
until his return to Iraq in 2003.

Karwan, now 37, said the money
tap had been turned on in Iraqi
Kurdistan after 2005, and that the
region now got 17 per cent of all
Iraq’s oil revenue. The boom
inspires some to call Iraqi
Kurdistan “the new Dubai”. Its
development plan, Karwan said,
calls for a grand prix circuit and
championship golf course by
2030. “We never thought we
could dream this big,” he said.

As we talked, we passed a sign
for Mosul, just 80km away and
one of the world’s most danger-
ous cities, where bombings are a
near-daily occurrence. It was a
chilling reminder of the proximi-
ty of “the other Iraq”.

In Erbil, we strolled along wide,
clean boulevards where most
cars were flying the Kurdish flag,
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* Beg canyon

Lake
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a blazing sun on a red, green and
white background. We walked
into Minare Park, dazzlingly
green and immaculately clipped.
On benches old men sat dressed
in shal u shapik, baggy trousers
and tunics of goat hair bisected
with a shutike kermani cummer-
bund. Families picnicked (the
Kurds’ joint-favourite pastime)
on the grass, and women and
children draped in ornate silks
got up to shuffle their halparke
line-dances (the other great
Kurdish passion), arms linked,
hands waving scarves, the music
of the stringed tanbur and blir
(that delicious, reedy-sounding
flute) booming out of stereos.

We climbed to the vast walled
Citadel, which dominates Erbil
from atop a 32-metre mound. It
claims to be the longest-inhabit-
ed urban area in the world: 8,000
years of settlement by the
Sumerians, Assyrians,
Babylonians, Ottomans and oth-
ers. Today, just one token family
lives in the citadel to maintain its
continuous habitation.

“We are portrayed by our neigh-
bours as nomads, uneducated,
without a history, a country,”
Karwan said of the Kurds, who,
at 16m-strong, are the largest
nation in the world with no state
of their own. “That is why this
place is so important to us. To
show we have all those things.”

ow largely ruined, the

Citadel is undergoing resto-
ration, funded by Unesco and the
KRG, that is due for completion
by 2025. “The Temple of Ishtar is
probably under our feet,” said
David Michelmore, a British
conservation expert who is  »»
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» working on the Citadel’s res-
toration. “This is the most impor-
tant site in Mesopotamia.”

The next day we headed out of
Erbil, passing checkpoints where
heavily armed peshmerga (for-
merly the name for Kurdish free-
dom fighters — now the official
army) checked our passports, but
always with huge smiles and
often giving us bags of almonds
or figs, to which we’d say spas,
(thank you), the response always
a hand on the heart, and sarchaw,
meaning “you’re welcome”, but
translating as “on my eyes”.
After all the Kurds have been
through, Karwan said, they are
big on the eyes and what they can
reveal.

We drove along a deep, lush val-
ley and arrived in Lalish, hidden
in the folds of the hills. Our bus
was surrounded by women wear-
ing white foundation — which felt
like we’d dropped into the mid-
dle of a Chinese opera. These
were devotees of the Yazidi faith,
a cocktail of Zoroastrian,
Christian, Judaism and Islamic
beliefs, on their mandatory once-
in-a-lifetime  pilgrimage to
Lalish, the faith’s spiritual cen-
tre.

Leaving our shoes on the bus —
the Yazidis don’t allow footwear
in the village (or lettuce either,
for reasons nobody could easily
explain) — we entered the main
temple, topped by two pyramids,
and into a series of dark, ever-
smaller chambers, Alice in
Wonderland-style.

We drove on, into the foo-
thills of the Zagros
Mountains,  passing  apple
orchards and fields of pomegra-
nate, almond and walnut trees.
Poppies carpeted the roadsides
and the mighty snow-capped
peaks to the north marked the
border with Turkey. We passed
through village after village of
ugly, new, breeze-block houses —
Saddam razed 4,500 villages
during Anfal — then turned a cor-
ner to see Amadiya, a town sit-
ting spectacularly atop a mesa,
alone in the middle of the valley
and surrounded by mountains.

Once rich in architecture and a
key stop on the Silk Route,
Amadiya today bears the sadness
of much of Kurdish Iraq: bullet
and grenade holes pockmark the

mosque, and most of the old
buildings are gone. Above us,
high on a peak, was one of
Saddam’s  former  castles.
Physically and emotionally,
Saddam runs like bindweed
through the Kurdish narrative.

We hit the Hamilton Road, built
between 1928 and 1932 by New
Zealander Archibald Hamilton to
link Erbil and Iran. It is a stun-
ning feat of engineering, twisting
and turning through deep lime-
stone gorges and past raging
waterfalls. We entered the 12km-
long Gali Ali Beg, the “Grand
Canyon of the Middle East”.
Hamilton called it “one of the
grandest formations of nature to
be found in the world”, and he
was probably right. The potential
for adventure tourism, still nas-
cent here, is as immense as the
canyon itself.

Karwan told us how the pesh-
merga, including his father, fled
into these mountains to escape
Saddam, surviving for years. The
Arabs, he said, didn’t know how
to fight in this terrain. “No
friends but the mountains,” goes
the Kurds’ most famous proverb.

t Qezqapan we clambered

up a rickety scaffold to look
at a 2,500-year-old cliff-edge
bas-relief depicting a treaty bet-
ween a Lydian and Median king.
“It tells us Kurdistan is very old,”
said Karwan, a now familiar
theme. By the time we returned
to the bus, the driver and a cou-
ple of the staff were dancing
away by the roadside.

In the town of Dukan, beside the
lake, I talked with a group of stu-
dents, all in western dress.
Everybody was proud to be
young and Kurdish; they all saw
their futures here.

“Is this your girlfriend?” I asked
one young man.

“We can’t have girlfriends,” he

The Gali Ali Beg Canyon
said.

“What would happen if you went
on a date?” I asked.

“I would have to pay her father
$5,000 or I would have to marry
her ...” He paused — “ ... or I
would be killed. Depends on the
family, really.”

Iraqi Kurdistan may be develop-
ing at giddying speed but some
changes may take more time.

We arrived in Sulaymaniyah,
Iraqi Kurdistan’s second city,
known affectionately as Suly, its
skyline dominated by the futuris-
tic Grand Millennium hotel, a
copy of Dubai’s Burj al-Arab,
due to open later this year. We
walked through the Grand
Bazaar, Iraqi Kurdistan’s largest,
the air suffused with incense and
strawberries. Young boys ran
around with silver trays loaded
with sweet tea in tulip glasses.

People waved and smiled.
“Welcome! Welcome!” they
shouted.

We ate kebabs of the most tender
lamb imaginable and Kurdish
sweet rolls studded with pista-
chios, then visited a chaikhana
(tea house), the walls hung with
portraits of Kurdish poets, artists
and famous peshmerga, where
groups of men sat playing domi-
noes, smoking furiously. The
front page of a newspaper
showed that many had died in
suicide bombs in Kirkuk, an
hour’s drive west.

It was that odd dissonance again.
I had rarely, if ever, felt so safe in

a country, this land of profuse
hospitality and kindness, and
staggering natural beauty. Yet,
fundamentally, inescapably, I
was on holiday in Iraq.

We went to the Amna Suraka,
Kurdish for “Red Building”, a
place of unspeakable horror
where Saddam’s intelligence
service tortured and killed count-
less Kurds. The shattered win-
dows and bullet holes in the
walls attested to this being the
place where the 1991 Kurdish
uprising began. A sign said: “Our
choice was between a dignified
death or an undignified life.”

‘ N J e walked through the Hall
of Mirrors, whose walls

are plastered with 182,000 sli-
vers of glass — one for each Anfal
victim — and whose ceiling is
pinpricked with 4,500 lights, one
for each destroyed village. We
passed through the torture cham-
bers, haunting sculptures by local
artist Kamaran Omer depicting
what went on. And to the cells,
where Karwan stood, face pres-
sed against the bars, his eyes
elsewhere, remembering God
only knows what.

In Halabja’s memorial centre the
shells used to drop poison gas are
now used as flowerpots. Outside,
in the mountains overlooking the
cemetery where the victims are
buried, a bruised sky spat forked
lightning and thunder shook the
ground. There was a sign betray-
ing the only suggestion of anger
I’d seen all week. It read simply:
“Ba’ath members are not
allowed to enter.”

On our last night, we returned to
Suly. Azadi (“Freedom”) Park
was once a place of execution;
now it is a place of lakes, gardens
and a fairground. We went on the
Ferris wheel. At the bottom, after
the first revolution, the three
young men operating the ride
had started dancing. We shot into
the night, the sound of the music
fading, then growing as we
plunged once more. Now there
were four. Then five, with each
turn of the wheel another. Just
like this remarkable nation, it felt
irrepressible: this waving, danc-
ing, smiling — faces filled with
the sheer joy of freedom, of
hope.
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Attacks kill 95 in Iraq,
hint of Syrian spillover

Associated Press

AGHDAD — Iraq's wave of bloodshed

sharply escalated Monday with more
than a dozen car bombings across the coun-
try, part of attacks that killed at least 95 peo-
ple and brought echoes of past sectarian car-
nage and fears of a dangerous spillover from
Syria's civil war next door.

The latest spiral of violence — which has
claimed more than 240 lives in the past week
— carries the hallmarks of the two sides that
brought nearly nonstop chaos to Iraq for
years: Sunni insurgents, including al-
Qaida's branch in Iraq, and Shiite militias
defending their newfound power after
Saddam Hussein's fall.

But the widening shadow and regional
brinksmanship from Syria's conflict now
increasingly threaten to feed into Iraq's sec-
tarian strife, heightening concerns that Iraq
could be turning toward civil war.

The Shiite-led government of Prime
Minister Nouri al-Maliki must balance its
close ties with Iran — the main regional ally
of Syria's Bashar Assad — and its position
among fellow Arab League members and
neighboring Turkey, which strongly back
Syria's mainly Sunni opposition.

Al-Maliki appears determined to boost
security crackdowns to keep Iraq's minority
Sunnis from taking a more high-profile role
in the anti-Assad forces, which have recei-
ved pledges of support from the longtime
insurgent group al-Qaida in Iraq.

There have been no claims of responsibi-
lity for the current flare-up of violence, cap-
ped by Monday's body count that was the
highest death toll for a single day in 10
months. Yet some analysts believe it's diffi-
cult to separate Iraq's deep sectarian suspi-
cions from the Shiite-Sunni split over Assad,
which has also led to clashes in Lebanon.

"Iraq now has moved into a bigger circle
that covers Syria and Lebanon," said
Baghdad-based political affairs analyst Hadi
Jalo.

Al-Maliki is not only worried about his
Sunni rivals possibly deepening their invol-
vement in the rebel cause in Syria, said
Patrick Clawson, director of research at the
Washington Institute for Near East Policy.
Al-Maliki's worries extend to Iraq's semiau-
tonomous northern Kurdish region, which
has close links to Assad foe Turkey.

"Al-Maliki believes this is the time to be
tough and show he is in control of the coun-
try," said Clawson. "What we are seeing is
the backlash to that."

The U.S. and its Western allies strongly
support Syria's political opposition, but
have been reluctant to significantly boost
weapons flow to rebel fighters because of

worries over Islamic militants who have joi-
ned the anti-Assad brigades. But the deepe-
ning refugee crisis in the region, along with
concern over spillover violence, is often
cited by Arab states and Turkey urging grea-
ter Western intervention.

Sectarian tensions have been worsening
since Iraq's minority Sunnis began expan-
ding protests over what they say is mistreat-
ment at the hands of the Shiite-led govern-
ment. Many Sunnis contend that much of
the country's current turmoil is rooted in the
policies of al-Maliki's government, which
they accuse of feeding sectarian tension by
becoming more aggressive toward Sunnis
after the U.S. military withdrawal in
December 2011.

Mass demonstrations by Sunnis, which
began in December, have largely been peace-
ful. However, the number of attacks rose
sharply after a deadly security crackdown
on a Sunni protest camp in northern Iraq on
April 23.

Hours after Monday's stunning blitz of
attacks — stretching from north of Baghdad
to the southern city of Basra — al-Maliki
accused militant groups of trying to exploit
Iraq's political instability and vowed to
resist attempts to "bring back the atmos-
phere of the sectarian war."

He also blamed the recent spike in vio-
lence on the wider unrest in the region, par-
ticularly Syria.

"You cannot remove the Syrian element
from what's happening in Iraq," said Sami
al-Faraj, director of the Kuwait Center for
Strategic Studies. "The outcome of the war in
Syria has big consequences for both Iraq's
Sunnis and Shiites. What we see now is an
extension of that in some respects."

The worst of Monday's violence took
place in Baghdad, where 10 car bombs rip-
ped through open-air markets and other
areas of Shiite neighborhoods, killing at least
48 people and wounding more than 150,
police officials said.

In Balad, about 50 miles (80 kilometers)
north of Baghdad, a car bomb exploded next
to a bus carrying Iranian pilgrims, killing 13
Iranians and one Iraqi, a police officer said,
speaking on condition of anonymity because
he was not authorized to brief the media.

Meanwhile, in the predominantly Shiite
city of Basra in southern Iraq, twin car bom-
bings — outside a restaurant and at the city's
main bus station — killed at least 13 people
and wounded 40, according to provincial
police spokesman Col. Abdul-Karim al-
Zaidi and the head of the city's health direc-
torate, Riadh Abdul-Amir.

"All of a sudden, a thunderous explosion
lifted my car and put it back on the ground,”
said Sami Saadon, a Basra taxi driver who
suffered shrapnel injuries in his chest. "I
could barely open the door and I crawled
outside the car, where smoke and dust were
everywhere."

A car bomb later struck Shiite worship-
pers as they were leaving a mosque in the
southern city of Hillah, killing nine and
wounding 26, police and health officials
said.

Monday's violence also struck Sunni
areas.

A car bomb in Samarra, north of
Baghdad, went off near a gathering of pro-
government Sunni militia waiting outside a
military base to receive salaries, killing three
and wounding 13. In the western province
of Anbar, the hub of Sunni power, gunmen
ambushed two police patrols near the town
of Haditha, killing eight policemen, officials
said.

Also in Anbar, authorities found 13
bodies dumped in a remote desert area. The
victims, who included eight policemen kid-
napped by gunmen on Friday, had been kil-
led by a gunshot to the head, officials said.

The officials spoke on condition of ano-
nymity because they were not authorized to
talk to the media.

The surge in bloodshed has exasperated
Iraqis, who have lived for years with the fear
and uncertainty bred of random violence.

"How long do we have to continue
living like this, with all the lies from the
government?" asked 23-year-old Baghdad
resident Malik Ibrahim. "Whenever they say
they have reached a solution, the bombings
come back stronger than before." o

Associated Press writers Nabil Al-Jurani in
Basra and Brian Murphy in Dubai, United Arab
Emirates, contributed to this report.
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Kurdish politician not objecting to
emphasis on Turkishness in new charter

TODAYSZAMAN.COM, iISTANBUL

enior Kurdish politician Ahmet Tirk

has said on behalf of Kurds that they
have no objection to the inclusion of the
term “Turkishness” in the constitution cur-
rently being drafted.

Turkey's bid to hammer out a new
constitution has recently been blocked by
divisions over the definition of citizenship,
with the pro-Kurdish Peace and
Democracy Party (BDP) being against
terms such as “Turkish nation” or “Turkish”
appearing in the new charter. The
Republican People's Party (CHP) and the
Nationalist Movement Party (MHP) stron-
gly oppose the BDP's proposal. “Turkish
nation” should remain in the Constitution
so as to maintain the unity of the nation,
they emphasize, also noting that a nation
is not the same as an ethnic identity,
considering that a nation is usually made
up of various ethnic groups.

“The notion of the Turkish nation does
not define a race or ethnicity. In our propo-
sal for the new constitution we say the

‘Turkish nation,' but we are using this as a
definition of citizenship,” Prime Minister
Recep Tayyip Erdogan said in comments
on the issue, ruling out claims that the defi-
nition of citizenship in the new constitution
will not have any reference to Turkishness.

Speaking to reporters on Tuesday in
the US capital of Washington, Tirk said,
“We [the Kurds] do not object the empha-
sis on the term ‘Turkishness,' in the new
constitution. What we are saying is that
other ethnicities and cultures should be
recognized and their rights should also be

secured in the charter. We don't have any
problems with the Turks. In the end, this is
the constitution of the Republic of Turkey.”

Tark, who had three official meetings
with US officials in Washington, also said
Turkey's ongoing efforts to solve the coun-
try's long-standing terrorism problem are
being supported and are considered
important by the US officials.

With the aim of solving the country's
terrorism problem, the Turkish government
launched negotiations at the end of last
year with Abdullah Ocalan, the jailed lea-
der of the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK),
which has been waging a bloody war in
Turkey's Southeast since 1984, claiming
more than 40,000 lives. In the past few
months, Ocalan, who, despite his 14 years
in prison, still wields enormous clout over
PKK terrorists as well as millions of natio-
nalist Kurds in Turkey, called on PKK ter-
rorists to lay down their weapons and
leave Turkey.

In line with Ocalan's call, the PKK ter-
rorists started withdrawing from Turkish
soil in early May. 1

Kurdish crude sales to
rise as exports reach
second Turkish port

e Taq Taq crude exports to reach about 60,000
bpd by end June

e Kurdistan to start deliveries to second
terminal in Turkey

e Crude in steady stream to Northern Europe

May 22,2013 By Julia Payne and Peg Mackey(Reuters)

LONDON- Iraqi Kurdistan's crude oil sales to world markets, dee-
med illegal by Baghdad, are set to rise by nearly 50 percent next
month as trucks start deliveries to a second export terminal in
Turkey, industry sources in the region said on Wednesday.

Crude exports from the Taq Taq oilfield in the autonomous northern
region to Turkey's Mersin port started at a trickle in early January and
have risen to just over 40,000 barrels per day (bpd).

They are expected to hit around 60,000 bpd by the end of June as
trucks unload at the neighbouring Dortyol terminal in southern
Turkey.

Oil lies at the heart of a feud between the central government and
Kurdistan. Baghdad says it alone has the right to control exports and
sign deals, while the Kurds say their right to do so is enshrined in
Iraq's federal constitution.

In retaliation, Iraq's State Oil Marketing Organisation (SOMO) sent

letters warning customers not to touch any oil that had not been mar-
keted by SOMO and the ministry intends to sue producers, namely
Anglo-Turkish firm Genel Energy.

Turkish intermediary Powertrans has found a steady stream of custo-
mers in Northwest Europe for its crude and condensate sales. Major
oil firms with interests in southern Iraq have opted not to participate
in tenders.

Germany's Select Energy lifted the first two Taq Taq cargoes in April.
The grade is a light sour crude, a highly sought after quality.

One was delivered to Klesch's Heide refinery in northern Germany
and the other discharged in Rotterdam.

Select is loading a third larger 80,000 tonne cargo.

Austria's OMV, already black-listed by Baghdad due to upstream
stakes in Kurdistan, also bought one cargo in May, sources said.

Iraq's central government says Kurdistan is expected to provide
250,000 bpd towards Iraq's 2013 oil export target of 2.9 million bpd.

Adding condensate exports, the total amount of Kurdish oil exports
would rise next month to nearly 80,000 bpd, or about 40 percent of
the region's total oil production.

Kurdish oil had been exported through a Baghdad-controlled pipe-
line to Turkey before drying up last December due to a payment dis-
pute between Arbil and Baghdad.

Moving oil to world markets by pipeline is far cheaper and logisti-
cally easier than via truck. Exports by truck are a temporary solution
until the autonomous northern region completes its own pipeline to
Turkey.

Exports via the new 300,000 bpd pipeline are unlikely to start before
the year's end, a source familiar with the matter said, particularly as
it is still not clear how it will join-up with existing Turkish
infrastructure.
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By Felix Gaedtke, Gayatari
Parameswaran

Much has changed for the Kurds,

since
i Oppressed under

Syria's biggest ethnic minority,
of the revolution.
President Assad,

the start

i they're now more confident than ever -
i politically, militarily, and culturally.

i It's a mild Thursday evening in Al-
i Malikiyah, a predominantly Kurdish town
i on the Syrian border with both Turkey
and Iraq. Several hundred people have
i come to the local cultural center - and
i politics is on the agenda.

Political awakening

i Asya Muhammed Abdullah is standing at
! the speaker's desk, full of energy as she
i speaks. She is vice-chairwoman of the
i Democratic Union Party (PYD), the
Syrian arm of the PKK, the Kurdistan
i Workers Party. Her eyes glow as she
i calls on the spectators to fight for their
i rights.

Before the Syrian revolution such mee-
i tings were unthinkable. "For 30 years we
Syrian Kurds have been fighting for our
i rights," Abdullah says. "That's why so
i many of our friends have been arrested
and tortured to death by the regime." The
i ruling Baath Party denied the Kurds all
i basic rights. In the 1960s, 20 percent of
i the two million Kurds in Syria had their
i citizenship revoked.

Power shift

i But the revolution has changed all that. At
i the start of the revolt, Assad gave the sta-
i teless Kurds their citizenship back, in
i order to head off uprisings in the Kurdish
i regions of the country too. For tactical
! reasons, a section of the Syrian army
i was withdrawn from Kurdish areas and
i redeployed elsewhere.

"The revolution brought a change. We

didn't start from scratch, we were ready
for a solution to the Kurdish question,"
says Abdullah. So units of the Kurdish
Popular Protection Units, the YPG, the
military arm of the PYD, brought large
areas of the Kurdish region under control,
with the help of the PKK.

"We believe in a democratic model for the
whole of Syria," says Abdullah.
"Democracy is the political solution to
Syria's problems. We don't want to divide
Syria; we believe we can live together as
brothers in a democratic Syria."

In the meantime, the PKK is negotiating
with the Turkish government on the other
side of the border, and that will have a
decisive influence on what happens in
the Kurdish areas of Syria; at least milita-
rily and economically, the Kurds could
profit from a partial opening of the border.

Military presence

The YPG has set up checkpoints along
the main road of Qamishli, the unofficial
capital of the Kurdish regions. Armed
young men and women inspect each and
every vehicle that goes by. The barri-
cades on the road are mainly painted red,
yellow, and green, the Kurdish colors.
Only in the center of town and in some
districts are there still government sol-
diers to be seen on patrol. The area is
mainly under the control of the YPG, but
there are still Arab villages around where
either rebel forces or government forces
are in charge.

The situation is even more complicated in
the border town of Ras al-Ayn, or Sere
Kaniye as it is known in Kurdish.
Government soldiers, rebel soldiers,
YPG, and the Islamist Al-Nusra Front are
all here. But YPG commander Rezan
Ibrahim is calm. "We are against blood-
letting and military action in Syria, but the
current situation forces us to take up
arms," he said. "If a government gives the
Kurds all their rights in the future, then we
will participate and support it." Then he
adds: "But if they deny us our rights, we
will use our weapons to fight for them."

Cultural renewal

Under President Bashar al-Assad, the
Kurds were forbidden to speak their lan- :
guage or to publicly celebrate Nowruz, :
their New Year's Day. But the growth in
political and military power has caused a :
renaissance of Kurdish culture. i

Qamishli's "Mohammad-Shekho" culture
and music center has now existed for a
year and a half. Every evening, dozens of :
young people arrive here to learn Kurdish i
dancing and singing. Young singer ‘i
Hussain Khate comes twice a week. He
describes how dramatically the situation :
has changed. "Before the revolution the :

Asya Muhammed Abdullah PYD
Politikerin :

situation was terrible," he says. "We had
to practice in secret at home, which was
not only forbidden but dangerous. Things :
have gotten better now. We can practice :
together here in the center. It feels good. :
It is wonderful for us to be able to speak :
and sing in our language." :

Civilians suffer

But not everything is so positive - the war
is having an impact. Power outages are :
widespread. Garbage is piled on the :
streets. The prices of staple foods have
risen considerably in the past two years. :
Medical attention is hard to come by, as
most doctors have left the country. The
schools are largely kept closed for secu- i
rity reasons. On top of that, a mosaic of :
different political groups makes the situa- :
tion for the civilians even more difficult. :
The security situation is complex and ‘:
often hard to comprehend. :

In the last few months there have been
several government air strikes on Kurdish i
regions. Nasrin Hamid, 26-year-old :
mother of three, lost her house in Sere :
Kaniye in one of them. "Three of my !
neighbors were killed, and two cousins :
who fight with YPG were injured," she :
says. "Thank God no-one was hit in my :
immediate family. We're starving, there's i
no water or electricity. Everything is bro- :
ken. We have no money to buy anything :
at the market." i

Nasrin is pessimistic about the future. :
Despite all the positive developments for :
the Kurds, she's not prepared to admit to :
any hope which might turn out to be false, !
for fear of disappointment. o H
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In Syria's shadow, Iraq
violence presents new test for U.S.

May 25, 2013 / By Warren Strobel / (Reuters)

WASHINGTON - Saddled with Middle East problems ranging
from Iran to Syria and beyond, President Barack Obama now faces
one that is both old and new: Iraq.

Unresolved sectarian tensions, inflamed by the raging civil war in
neighboring Syria, have combined to send violence in Iraq to its
highest level since Obama withdrew the last U.S. troops in December
2011, U.S. officials and Middle East analysts say.

A Sunni Muslim insurgency against the Shi'ite-led Baghdad govern-
ment has also been reawakened. The insurgents' defeat had been a
major outcome of then-President George W. Bush's troop "surge" in
2007.

The deteriorating situation - largely overshadowed by a Syrian civil
war that has killed 80,000 people - has prompted what U.S. officials
describe as an intense, mostly behind-the-scenes effort to curb the
violence and get Iraqis back to political negotiations.

The United States spent hundreds of billions of dollars and lost
nearly 4,500 soldiers during an eight-year war to try to bring a sem-
blance of democracy to strategically placed, energy-rich Iraq.

But Iraqis have failed to agree on a permanent power-sharing agree-
ment, threatening the country's long-term stability.

Vice President Joe Biden, who has been Obama's point man on Iraq,
called Iraqi Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki, Iraqi Kurdish leader
Massoud Barzani and Osama Nujayfi, the head of Iraq's parliament,
in a round of calls on Thursday and Friday, the White House said.

To Maliki, the vice president "expressed concern about the security
situation" and "spoke about the importance of outreach to leaders
across the political spectrum,” Biden's office said in a statement on
Friday.

U.S. diplomacy is aimed in part at persuading Maliki, a Shi'ite, and
his security forces not to overreact to provocations. Maliki's oppo-
nents accuse him of advancing a sectarian agenda aimed at margina-
lizing Iraq's minorities and cementing Shi'ite rule.

The latest uptick in violence began in late April at a Sunni protest
camp in Hawija, near the disputed city of Kirkuk, where a clash bet-
ween gunmen and Iraqi security forces killed more than 40 people.

A US. official said the Obama administration was "very actively
engaged" after the Hawija clash in preventing a further escalation,
when Iraqi forces surrounded insurgents who had seized control of
a nearby town. Washington urged the Iraqi forces not to go in with
massive firepower, and the stand-off was settled through a deal with
local tribal leaders.

"I don't want to exaggerate our influence, but this is the kind of stuff
we do behind the scenes," said the official, who spoke on condition
of anonymity. "When there is a real crisis, they all run to us. ... We're
a neutral party."

Others say Washington's influence in Iraq, which began waning even
when U.S. troops were still there, has plummeted.

"What is lacking is the lack of confidence of trust among the politi-
cians," Iraqi Foreign Minister Hoshyar Zebari told CNN on Tuesday.
"And we have lost the service of an honest broker. Before, it used to
be the United States."

'ZOMBIE INSURGENCY'

Most worrying to U.S. officials and analysts who follow Iraq closely
is the rebirth of the Sunni insurgency and of groups such as al Qaeda
in Iraq, thought to be behind lethal suicide bombings aimed at rei-
gniting civil conflict.

"What you're really looking at here is a kind of zombie insurgency -
it's been brought back to life," said Michael Knights of the
Washington Institute for Near East Policy, who has studied Iraq for
years and travels there frequently.

By his count, violent incidents have escalated to about 1,100 a month
from 300 monthly at the end of 2010.

After the Hawija clashes, the U.S. official said, "For the first time
really in a few years, we saw people with their faces covered and
RPGs (rocket-propelled grenades) and heavy weapons, coming into
the streets in a very visible way."

The official called the increase in suicide bombings by al Qaeda in
Iraq "very concerning," adding that such sophisticated insurgent
groups could "wreak havoc" on political efforts to solve the conflict.

"I wouldn't call it a strategically significant increase, yet," the official
said of the violence. "We're in this post-civil war, pre-reconciliation
interregnum, gap, period, in which Iraq can tilt either way."

The setbacks in Iraq have revived criticism from those who opposed
Obama's decision to withdraw all U.S. troops from the country,
rather than leave behind a residual force. The White House has said
it could not secure political agreement from Iraq's Sunni, Shia and
Kurds for a law allowing a continued troop presence.

At a Senate hearing last month, Senator John McCain, who opposed
the troop withdrawal, asked Assistant Secretary of Defense Derek
Chollet how things turned out in Iraq. McCain, an Arizona
Republican, cited Obama's dictum that "the tide of war is receding."

"I think Iraq is more stable today than many thought several years
ago," Chollet replied.

"Really? You really think that?" McCain pressed. When Chollet said
he did, the senator shot back, "Then you're uninformed.”

The violence, which includes confrontations stemming from the
Sunni protest movement, near-daily car bombings and attacks on
mosques, is nowhere near the level of Iraq's 2006-2008 civil war.

Still, Kenneth Pollack, a former CIA and White House official now at
the Brookings Institution's Saban Center for Middle East Policy said:
"I think we're going to see great sectarian violence. The question is,
how bad does it get?"

SYRIA IS 'AN ACCELERANT'

Syria's increasingly sectarian civil war, pitting mostly Sunni rebels
against the government of President Bashar al-Assad, is not the
prime cause of Iraq's troubles, officials and analysts said.

Iraq's failure to find a stable power-sharing deal among the country's
ethnic and sectarian groups is to blame, they said. Iraq's Sunnis,
ascendant during dictator Saddam Hussein's rule, feel excluded and
threatened, and started staging protests in December.

But Syria's war "is an accelerant" in Iraq, Pollack said

"We're seeing both Shia and Sunnis going over to fight" in Syria, the
U.S. official said. "It's kind of encouraging this sectarian polarization
in a way."

Iraqis often experience the Syrian conflict via YouTube video clips, he
said.

Sunnis see the violence perpetrated by Assad's government, domina-
ted by members of the Alawite sect, an offshoot of Shia Islam, he
said. Iraq's Shia see often gruesome excesses perpetrated by the
rebels.

"They're seeing two entirely different parallel universes," the official
said. ®
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Kurdish guards fear for jobs and lives
when Turkey and PKK make peace

Paramilitaries reviled by compatriots face losing their livelihoods and possibly
their lives if Ankara cuts them adrift at end of war

CONSTANZE LETSCH

itting in front of a small stone cabin

S on top of a hill overlooking green

valleys, with the snow-capped

Hakkari mountain range in the back-

ground, two men in camouflage uniforms

are busy making tea. An AK-47 leans
against the wall.

"We are optimistic about the peace
process, but we are worried about what
will become of us," said Mustafa Can.

His anxiety stems from his 12 years as
a foot soldier in Turkey's "village guard"
system, a huge force of mainly Kurdish
paramilitaries created almost 30 years ago
by the Turkish state to patrol Kurdish set-
tlements of the south-east.

With the conflict winding down and a
young and fragile peace process under way
between Ankara and the rebel fighters of
the PKK, the Kurdistan Workers' party,
the fate of the units is one of the biggest
issues in the long-running Turkish-
Kurdish conflict.

There are huge numbers of them —
50,000 on the government payroll, and
half as many again who serve as unpaid
volunteers. Few have any certainty as to
what the future holds for them. Many fear
they will lose their livelihoods. Some speak
of retribution that might follow if they are
disbanded and disarmed.

Can said he had little choice but to
become a guard. "Most of the men in our
village became village guards in the 1990s.
There were no jobs here, and the Turkish
army threatened those who didn't want to
take up arms against the PKK."

In April, the pro-Kurdish BDP party
proposed the abolition of the system as
part of efforts towards the settlement of
the Kurdish issue, but so far the govern-
ment has not addressed the problem.
Despite the ongoing peace negotiations
and the start of a PKK withdrawal this
month, the militiamen are still standing
watch in the mountains and alongside
roads in Hakkari province.

Yildirim Oztepe, head of the units in
the Yiiksekova region, said that he wanted
to serve as an armed guard to protect his
family and his property, but underlined
that the vast majority of those in his
2,000-strong association took up the job
for economic reasons.

"There is no industry here, and agri-
culture died during the 30-year-old

A funeral service in Hakkari province, Turkey, for three pro-government village
guards, killed in fighting against Kurdish rebels. Photograph: Burhan Ozbilici/AP

conflict," he said. "We need to feed our
families, too."

Paid guards earn about 820 Turkish
lira (£295) a month, but do not receive any
social security benefits and only limited
health care. Many, being Kurds, are seen
as traitors and opportunists — as enemies
worse than the Turkish security forces.
The PKK reportedly hanged some of the
paramilitaries, their mouths stuffed with
banknotes. "Other Kurds call us donkeys
and say that our blood is dirty. The
government ignores our demands for
more social rights," Oztepe said. "We are
the stepchildren of this country, and of
this conflict."

Some have also been accused of
human rights abuses.

"Village guards first wounded and then
burned my son alive, dragged his dead
body behind a car and left it to the dogs,"
said a Kurdish woman from a mountain
village close to the Iranian border.

"I hate the village guards more than I
hate Turkish soldiers, and if I could find
those who did this, I would kill them
myself."

Since the peace talks between Turkey
and jailed PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan
began last October, village guards have
repeatedly expressed their concerns about
possible retaliation.

According to the Turkish Human
Rights Association, units have often pre-
vented displaced Kurds from returning to
their villages. More than 5,000 guards

have also faced charges of aiding the PKK,
kidnapping, smuggling, theft and rape,
since the system was put in place in 1985.
Criticism increased when a group killed 54
guests at a wedding in Mardin province
four years ago after a family dispute, with
weapons supplied by the Turkish state.

Vahit Demir, a former PKK member
from a village close to the Iranian border,
thinks that the system made the Kurdish-
Turkish conflict bloodier. "The state pit-
ched brother against brother. If it hadn't
been for the village guards, this conflict
would have never reached this intensity,"
he said. But he insisted that there would be
no attempts at revenge: "All we want is
peace. Nobody has an interest in prolon-
ging this war."

In a mountain village in Hakkari, a
group of men voiced their worries about
the future. "We would be happy to put
down our arms," said Necati Yildiz, a
guard since 1998. "But we need to receive
the social security and pay that other state
employees receive. Nobody in Hakkari
would employ a former village guard. How
are we supposed to support our families?"

Yildiz added: "We were used as propa-
ganda tools by the Turkish state. It looked
good to have Kurds fighting against the
PKK."

He admitted that militias had been
involved in human rights abuses, but said
they were caught between a rock and a
hard place: "The army ordered us to fight
against the PKK. When we refused, ==
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= they accused us of being terrorists. For
fear of government reprisals, we accepted.”

According to official figures, nearly
2,000 village guards have been killed since
1985, fighting the PKK. At the height of the
conflict in the 9os, armed rebels often tar-
geted whole families and villages.
Kidnappings were common.

"We are talking about an enormous
paramilitary force, an irregular army in a
sense," said Emma Sinclair-Webb, senior
Turkey researcher for Human Rights

Watch. "And the village guards are proba-
bly the most unaccountable force in this
conflict. It's a system that pits one part of
the population against another.

"In addition to being involved in coun-
ter-terrorism operations, they have often
also exploited their position as guards to
occupy land that has been evacuated [as
part of Turkey's scorched earth policy]."

The Hakkari men agreed that lasting
peace was now the most important goal,
but added that their rights should not be

disregarded.

"We, both as Kurds and as village
guards, paid a high price for this peace.
After all these years, we need to be part of
the peace process also," Yildiz said. "The
government cannot just ignore us. They
need to realise that a hungry man is a hun-
dred times more dangerous than any PKK
fighter." &

30 May 2013

“Why does the state hurry to build 48
new military posts in Diyarbakir and 22 in
Dersim?” a leader asks. “And there are
clear village guard gang formations in the
Bitlis, Uludere and Silvan areas.”

An agreement “on paper” does not
exist. Therefore, the process has high
risks, as Ankara has not declared a cea-
sefire. Thus, there is great caution due to
memories of 1999 when the PKK lost 500

YAVUZ BAYDAR
y.baydar@todayszaman.com

Despite mistrust, ‘yes' to
Kurdish peace

he most remarkable experience in

journalism | have seen lately is that of
Hasan Cemal, who defied his age of 69 by
spending 10 days observing Kurdistan
Workers' Party (PKK) units withdrawing
from Turkey to Iraqi Kurdistan.

He filed his last report yesterday on
the independent news site T24.

Our veteran colleague had been “for-
ced to leave” the Milliyet daily for defen-
ding good, honest journalism by order of
the proprietor with consent of its editor.

The end product of this adventurous
coverage at a historic turning point in
modern Turkey's history is noteworthy in
several respects: He was given unique
access to meet the entire PKK command,
he humanized many of the PKK's mili-
tants by bringing up their own painful per-
sonal stories and he successfully captu-
red the mood of the peace process from a
different vantage point.

Perhaps it should come as no sur-
prise that his articles have not been found
to be newsworthy; the media here have
entirely chosen to ignore them by looking
the other way. It tells more about the cur-
rent sad state of media affairs than the
uncertainties enveloping the settlement
process itself.

A female PKK rebel, Seyda, 40, poin-
tedly said to Cemal: “The Turkish people
are now paying a dear price for this distor-
tion of the situation -- the media being the
tool of the Turkish state. By hiding the

truth, they have kept the Turkish people in
the dark. If they resist the peace at all
now, it is because of this.”

Cemal explains in an article the rea-
sons why he took on the physical chal-
lenges of climbing the mountains of Irag.
“For peace, to witness the silencing of the
guns and the burying of weapons and to
no longer hear the news of deaths,” he
writes.

It has been a long and winding road.
The talks between the government and
the PKK go back as far as 2005 when the
civilian government sidelined the military
to talk directly to Abdullah Ocalan, jailed
leader of the PKK. On and off, these talks
continued, crashed and restarted. The
saddest part being of course, the hardline
deviation from the path of peacemaking
from 2011-13, causing 3,000 casualties --
a huge number in the conflict.

But, as of today, as the pullout conti-
nues with more than 10 units already
having passed into Iraq, a rather optimis-
tic picture emerges from his articles. In
my conversation yesterday, he summari-
zed it for me. “The hope of peace has
flourished so much on all sides that it is
very difficult to return to arms,” he said.

Having read his series of articles, |
find it noteworthy to highlight the following
points:

The withdrawal can be finished as
soon as July. But concerns remain over
the village guards, the building of new
military posts and Herons.

militants. “Why do we withdraw?” is a
shared question, frequently expressed.
But the difference this time is that all of
them believe that Ocalan is more actively
involved in the management of the pro-
cess.

rated optimism” and “hyped up pessi-
mism.” One commander said: “We put the
weapons aside for the time being; it does
not mean that we lay them down for
good.” The mistrust of the Turkish state is
too deep.

this they expect the support of the Alevi
and other communities. For them the
solution of the Kurdish problem is equal to
all of Turkey's democratization. There is
concern, though, about why the reform
steps have been delayed. “The Anti Terror
Law means emergency rule to us,” said
one. They support the idea of a Truth and
Reconciliation Commission, adding that
the PKK is also ready to repent for its past
mistakes.

is both a source of hope and mistrust.
They expect him to be courageous, so
that the process is irreversible. And, they
say they expect a constitution that --
depending on its “democratic” content --
may include a presidential system, but
must guarantee the recognition of ethnic
identities and faiths and diversity.

But, they stand between an “exagge-

Now, their eyes are on reforms. For

Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan

o000
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Vers une interdiction de
Palcool en Turquie?

Guillaume Perrier
Aufildubosphore
http://istanbul.blog.lemonde.fr

ourra-t-on encore tranquil-

lement siroter un verre en
regardant défiler les navires sur
la mer ou faire tinter les verres
de raki sur les terrasses
d'Istanbul ? Contrairement aux
craintes exprimées par une par-
tie de la population turque, la
consommation d'alcool n'est
pas (encore) interdite. Mais le
gouvernement islamo-conser-
vateur au pouvoir a franchi un
nouveau pas dans la stigmatisa-
tion des "buveurs".

Vendredi soir 24 mai, un projet
de loi a été adopté au Parlement
pour restreindre la vente et la

publicité de marques de bois-
sons alcoolisées. Il sera désor-
mais interdit de vendre de
I'alcool dans un rayon de 100
meétres autour d'un lieu de culte
(mosquées, églises, syna-
gogues) ou autour d'un étab-
lissement a vocation éducative.
Ce qui limite sérieusement le
périmetre, comme en témoigne
ce plan de Beyoglu, le coeur de
la vie nocturne d'Istanbul.

Interdite également, la vente
dans les boutiques, entre 22
heures et 6 heures du matin...
Autre conséquence, la publicité
pour des boissons alcoolisées
sera interdite a la télévision, sur
des campus universitaires...
Comme pour la cigarette, les
diffuseurs devront faire dis-

paraitre des écrans télévisés
tout verre d'alcool ou bouteille
de biére, en les recouvrant
pudiquement. Sous peine
d'amende.

Le premier ministre Recep
Tayyip Erdogan a justifié la
mesure en défendant une
société turque "saine". "Nous ne
voulons pas d'une génération
sacrifiée", a-t-il lancé. Déja, en
avril, il avait provoqué un tollé
en soutenant que l'ayran, devait
étre la boisson nationale. Le
raki est souvent considéré
comme tel. Eu égard a I'amour
immodéré que lui portait
Atatirk, le fondateur de la
République, M.Erdogan avait
prononcé ce discours au cours
d'un symposium consacré aux

politiques de lutte contre
I'alcool, organisé par le
Croissant-Vert, une organisa-
tion caritative islamique.

Les taxes exorbitantes et le
prosélytisme moralisateur des
autorités ont déja largement

restreint la consommation
d'alcool en Turquie. La com-
pagnie  aérienne  Turkish

Airlines a ainsi pris l'initiative,
zélée, de supprimer le service
de boissons alcoolisées sur cer-
taines lignes. Les licences sont
de plus en plus difficiles a
obtenir et la pratique, courante
dans les petites villes
d'Anatolie, qui oblige les con-
sommateurs a se cacher pour
boire un verre, gagne du ter-
rain. Plus de 80% des Turcs dis-
ent ne jamais boire d'alcool, un
chiffre en hausse. La consom-
mation moyenne par habitant
est de 1,5 1 d'alcool par an. Dix
fois moins qu'en France. m

Onze morts dans des combats entre
rebelles syriens et kurdes a Alep

BEYROUTH, 26 mai 2013 (AFP)

ONZE REBELLES syriens ont été tués samedi soir dans le nord de la Syrie
dans des combats avec des rebelles kurdes du Parti de I'union démocra-
tique (PYD), branche syrienne du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan
(PKK), a rapporté dimanche une ONG.

"Des combats ont eu lieu hier soir @ Aqaiba, dans la région d'lfrine, entre les
membres des comités de protection du peuple kurde (YPG), bras armé du
PYD, faisant onze morts et vingt blessés" parmi les rebelles syriens, a précisé
I'Observatoire syrien des droits de 'Homme (OSDH).

Un membre des YPG d'Aqaiba a affirmé a I'AFP que "les combats ont débuté
lorsqu'un groupe armé de Liwa al-Tawhid (proche des Fréres musulmans) a
envahi notre village, en exigeant de prendre le contrle d'un barrage tenu par
I'YPG".

"lls reprochaient aux combattants de I'YPG de faciliter le passage des habitants
de Nubel", un village @ majorité chiite distant de quelques km et encerclé par
les rebelles.

Aprés le refus des combattants kurdes d'obtempérer, des combats ont com-
mencé au cours desquels un commandant rebelle et six de ses hommes ont
été tués, selon lui. Les membres de Liwa al-Tawhid ont "bombardé a partir de
Ziyara durant toute la nuit, puis la situation s'est calmée. Nous avons eu des
blessés", a-t-il dit.

Dans la méme région, quelques jours auparavant, des affrontements similaires
avaient eu lieu autour d'un barrage installé par les rebelles syriens, au sud de
la ville de Koubani, a indiqué en outre 'OSDH sans préciser le nombre des vic-
times.

Les relations ont souvent été tendues entre les rebelles et les organisations
kurdes, qui essaient d'empécher les insurgés d'entrer dans leurs régions.
Cependant, récemment, des combattants kurdes s'étaient alliés avec les
rebelles dans certaines régions, notamment dans le quartier de cheikh
Magsoud & Alep (nord).

Selon 'OSDH, les violences a travers la Syrie ont causé la mort samedi de 147
personnes: 32 soldats, 26 civils, 79 rebelles, ainsi que 10 membres du
Hezbollah libanais combattant dans la ville stratégique de Qousseir (ouest) aux
cOtés de l'armée syrienne. O

Les Kurdes de Syrie veulent participer a "Geneéeve 2"

ISTANBUL, 26 mai 2013 (AFP)

LES KURDES DE SYRIE veulent participer a la conférence internationale
de paix dite "Genéve 2", que ce soit dans les rangs de la Coalition natio-
nale de I'opposition syrienne ou en dehors, ont affirmé dimanche a I'AFP
des représentants de la principale plateforme politique kurde syrienne.

"Nous voulons aller a Geneve, nous l'avons dit aux Américains, aux Frangais,
aux Britanniques, aux Allemands”, a déclaré Bahzad Ibrahim, venu a Istanbul

assister au nom du Conseil supréme kurde & une réunion de la Coalition, qui
regroupe les principaux acteurs de I'opposition syrienne.

"Nous voulons y aller, soit comme membres de la Coalition soit en tant que
Conseil supréme kurde", a indiqué Sherwan Ibrahim, membre de la méme orga-
nisation.

La Coalition nationale de 'opposition syrienne est réunie depuis jeudi a Istanbul
pour débattre de sa participation a des négociations avec le régime du président
Bachar al-Assad pour mettre fin au conflit qui ensanglante la Syrie depuis plus
de deux ans. -
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- Les Etats-Unis et la Russie sont a l'origine de cette initiative, pour laquelle
Moscou a annoncé jeudi que Damas avait donné son accord de principe.

Mais les débats entre membres de l'opposition piétinent a Istanbul, certains
opposants imputant cet échec a une guerre d'influence entre puissances régio-
nales qui tentent de faire entrer leurs alliés syriens respectifs dans la Coalition
avant tout débat sur une participation a Genéve 2.

Dimanche, les membres de la Coalition ont repris leurs débats pendant une
heure et demie, sans parvenir a s'entendre et a procéder a un vote sur I'entrée
de nouveaux membres, a indiqué une porte-parole de la Coalition.

Depuis le début de la révolte syrienne, les Kurdes (10% de la population), pré-
sents dans le Nord, ont tenté de garder leurs régions a I'abri des violences. A
I'été 2012, 'armée réguliere s'en est retirée sans combats.

Si les kurdes sont hostiles au pouvoir qui les a réprimés pendant des décennies,
ils ont essayé aussi d'empécher les rebelles de pénétrer dans leurs régions pour
éviter des représailles des troupes réguliéres, suscitant des soupgons de collu-
sion avec le régime.

Le Conseil supréme kurde, né en juillet 2012 d'un rapprochement entre le Parti
de l'union démocratique (PYD), proche des rebelles kurdes de Turquie du Parti
des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK), et le Conseil national kurde (KNC), refuse

d'intégrer la Coalition tant que celle-ci n'aura pas reconnu dans ses statuts
I'existence et les droits de la minorité kurde de Syrie.

Cette demande avait peu de chance d'étre entendue lors de la réunion
d'Istanbul, selon Bahzad Ibrahim, qui représente aussi le KNC.

"Des considérations de politique internationale et régionale décident de I'ordre
du jour et nous excluent de cet ordre du jour", a-t-il estimé.

Interrogé sur les responsables de ce blocage, Sherwan Ibrahim, qui représente
également le PYD, a désigné "la Turquie et certains membres de la Coalition qui
ont une vision arabe, qui ne se sont pas libérés de la pensée" officielle nationa-
liste arabe du régime syrien.

Le membre de la Coalition Abdel Basset Sayda a pour sa part indiqué a I'AFP
que celle-ci ne serait pas hostile a la participation d'une délégation kurde aux
éventuelles négociations de Geneve 2.

"Nous ne serions pas contre la présence d'une délégation kurde représentant le
Conseil supréme kurde aux pourparlers, des lors que la Coalition est définie
comme représentant et assurant la coordination de l'opposition & ces négocia-
tions", a déclaré M. Sayda. O

Syrie: combats entre rebelles et kurdes
dans deux localités du nord

BEYROUTH, 26 mai 2013 (AFP)

DES COMBATS ONT éclaté dans deux localités du nord de la Syrie entre
rebelles et combattants kurdes, au moment ol une délégation kurde anti-
régime annoncgait a Istanbul son désir de participer a la conférence de paix
dite "Genéve 2".

Selon ['Observatoire syrien des droits de 'Homme (OSDH), des combats ont eu
lieu dimanche a Rass al-Ain, une localité frontaliére avec la Turquie, entre les
rebelles et des comités de protection du peuple kurde (YPG).

"Cela faisait suite a une attaque la veille contre un poste d'YPG par les (jiha-
distes) du Front al-Nosra et I'enlévement de certains de ses membres par les
kurdes", a ajouté 'OSDH, qui bénéficie d'un large réseau d'informateurs et de
militants & travers le pays.

Par ailleurs, selon 'OSDH, onze rebelles syriens ont été tués samedi soir dans
le nord de la Syrie lors de combats avec des rebelles kurdes du Parti de I'union
démocratique (PYD), branche syrienne du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan
(PKK).

"Des affrontements ont eu lieu hier soir a Aqaiba, dans la région d'lfrine, entre
des YPG, bras armé du PYD, faisant onze morts et vingt blessés" parmi les
rebelles syriens, a précisé l'organisation.

Un membre des YPG d'Aqaiba a affirmé a I'AFP que "les combats ont débuté
lorsqu'un groupe armé de Liwa al-Tawhid (proche des Fréres musulmans NDLR)
a envahi notre village, en exigeant de prendre le contréle d'un barrage tenu par
I'YPG".

"lls reprochaient aux combattants de I'YPG de faciliter le passage des habitants
de Nubel", un village a majorité chiite distant de quelques km et encerclé par les
rebelles.

Aprés le refus des combattants kurdes d'obtempérer, des combats ont com-
mencé au cours desquels un commandant rebelle et six de ses hommes ont été
tués, selon lui. Les membres de Liwa al-Tawhid ont "bombardé a partir de Ziyara
durant toute la nuit, puis la situation s'est calmée. Nous avons eu des blessés",
a-t-il dit.

Dans la méme région, quelques jours auparavant, des affrontements similaires
avaient eu lieu autour d'un barrage installé par les rebelles syriens, au sud de la
ville de Koubani, a indiqué en outre 'OSDH sans préciser le nombre des vic-
times.

"Nous travaillons sur ces problemes mais nous il n'est pas clair si ces deux
affaires sont liées", a déclaré Bahzad Ibrahim, venu a Istanbul assister au nom
du Conseil supréme kurde a une réunion de la Coalition de I'opposition syrienne.

Les relations ont souvent été tendues entre les rebelles et les organisations
kurdes, qui essaient d'empécher les insurgés d'entrer dans leurs régions.
Cependant, récemment, des combattants kurdes s'étaient alliés avec les
rebelles dans certaines régions, notamment dans le quartier de cheikh Magsoud
a Alep (nord).

Bahzad Ibrahim, qui représentait le Conseil supréme kurde, la principale plate-
forme kurde syrienne, a une réunion de la Coalition de I'opposition syrienne a
Istanbul, a indiqué que les Kurdes de Syrie souhaitaient participer a la confé-
rence internationale de paix dite "Genéve 2", que ce soit dans les rangs de la
Coalition, qui hésite encore a s'y rendre, ou indépendamment. O

jeudi 30/05/2013

Les Kurdes tirent leur épingle du jeu syrien

Par Redaction

Ce sont véritablement les Kurdes de Syrie
qui ont le plus bénéficié du déclenche-
ment de la guerre civile syrienne. Damas a
rapidement abandonné la zone kurde de
Syrie aux Kurdes du PYD (Parti kurde syrien
allié d’Assad) car il n’avait pas les moyens de
la protéger. En échange d’une relative auto-
nomie, les Kurdes syriens empéchent les
rebelles de prendre le contréle de la région.

«Les combats entre Jebel an-Nosra et les
Kurdes du PYD ont été trés meurtriers», rap-
pelle Fabrice Balanche, ajoutant que «les
Kurdes attendent de voir de quel cété cela va
pencher pour se positionner». Pour les spé-
cialistes de la Syrie, les Kurdes préféreraient
un Bachar al-Assad affaibli & une opposition
arabe sunnite forte qui serait anti-kurde et
soutenue par la Turquie qui est opposée a un
territoire kurde en Syrie, sur le modéle du
Kurdistan irakien. m
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Efforts begin to open
Turkey's first Kurdish

university

TODAY'S ZAMAN, ANKARA

The General Directorate of
Foundations has approved the
establishment of the Mesopotamia
Foundation (Mezopotamya Vakfi),
which plans to open a university to
offer education in the Kurdish lan-
guage.

decision to approve the establish-

ment of the foundation was publi-
shed in the Official Gazette earlier this
week. Among the founding members of
the foundation are Sivan Perver, a
Kurdish folk singer who currently lives
abroad, and several rights advocates,
businessmen and academics. The foun-
dation will be based in Diyarbakir, a
mainly Kurdish-populated province in
Turkey's Southeast.

According to a report that appeared in
the Star daily on Thursday, the founda-
tion has already begun preparations for
the opening of a university that will offer
courses primarily in Kurdish. The univer-
sity will be named Amed University,
using the Kurdish name for Diyarbakir.
The university will also offer courses in
Turkish, English, Armenian and Syriac.

Selim C)Iger, the head of the board of
trustees of the foundation, said efforts to

establish the Mesopotamia Foundation
were launched by a group of 15 people
about one year ago. “Currently we have
over 200 founding members. And the
foundation has officially been estab-
lished,” he stated.

According to Olcer, the main objective of
the foundation is to open a university
and other institutions of education in
Turkey's Southeast that will offer a multi-
cultural education in multiple languages.
According to Olcer, the university will
contribute to the preservation of the
Kurdish language.

“We will hold a congress for the
Mesopotamia Foundation on June 23.
We will ask contributors to donate to the
foundation. When the work is complete,
we will apply to the Higher Education
Board [YOK] to approve the opening of
our university. Once YOK approves, then
the decision [on opening the university]
will be sent to the Cabinet for discussion
and then to Parliament. After it is ratified
in Parliament, our university will officially
be established. The university will help
enrich Kurdish culture and values,” he
added.

The idea to open a Kurdish university
was first brought up in October 2011,
and the foundation -- though not official-

ly established then -- began holding
meetings with businessmen, academics
and rights advocates to begin prepara-
tions for the creation of the university.
Sources say the university is expected to
be opened by 2016.

The Mesopotamia Foundation's secre-
tary-general, Ramazan Tung, said the
university will offer prep classes for stu-
dents who do not know either Kurdish or
English. It is not yet clear what other
academic departments the university will
have. “There is a huge need in Turkey
for a university that teaches in Kurdish,”
he said, and added that such a universi-
ty has not been opened so far due to a
ban on education in the Kurdish lan-
guage. The university, if established, will
be a private one, not state-run. “The uni-
versity will have international accredita-
tion. It will not work on a local basis. It
will have joint projects and programs
with universities in the UK, Norway and
Sweden,” Tung noted.

According to Tung, the foundation
expects the university to draw students
from Syria, Iraq and Iran as well as
Turkey. “We have great ambition to turn
Diyarbakir into a center of education and
culture,” he stated.

Currently, there is one university, Dicle
University, in Diyarbakir. Efforts are
ongoing to open a second one,
Selahaddin Eyyubi University. If estab-
lished, Amed University will be the third
in the province.

oadad

May 20, 2013

Nechirvan
Barzani
Signs Over
Ocelan’s
freedom

source  from  Ocelan's
Freedom Campaign told the
KDP information reggarding
their attempts to collect one mil-
lion signattures for Ocelan's

freeddom. They visited KRG
Prime  Minister  Nechirvan
Barzani and he signed on
Ocelan's freedom.

The source's say they have

collected one milllion signa-
tures across Kurdistan for the
freeddom of the PKK leader,
Abdulla Ocelan, who is now in
prison. For this reason they
have visited Council of
Ministers and Kurdistan Region
Parlliament and each one of
KRG Prime Minister Nechirvan
Barzani and the Speaker of the
Parliamment signed on Ocelan's
freedom form. "We have wills
to visit President Masoud
Barzani to sign on the form as
well," the source states.

The member of the cam-
paign explained that they've
collected thoussands of signa-

tures so far and they will conti-
nue until reaching one million
signatures.

The Globe contacted Media
Secretary of KRG Prime
Minister for conffirmation; he
confirmed the news saying the
KRG Prime Minster did sign for
Ocelan's Freedom Campaign.

The source told the KDP
information and they appreciate
the Prime Minister and
Kurdistan ~ Parliament  for
signing for Ocelan's freedom. o
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« C’est parce qu’il est flou que le processus
de paix entre Turcs et Kurdes peut tenir »

Le début du retrait du PKK souléve plusieurs interrogations, sur le processus lui-méme et sur
ses conséquences. Trois experts reviennent pour « I’Orient-Le Jour » sur le conflit.

Karine JAMMAL
www.lorientlejour.com

es rebelles du Parti des travailleurs du

Kurdistan (PKK) ont amorcé leur retrait
de Turquie vers le nord de I'Irak, une
opération qui s’inscrit dans le cadre d’'un
processus de paix pour mettre fin a prés
de 30 ans de conflit sanglant, mais qui
s’annonce délicate. De l’avis de nom-
breux observateurs, le repli des combat-
tants a commencé avant la date du 8 mai,
qui n’a qu'une portée symbolique.

Le PKK a précisé qu'’il resterait fidéle a
son engagement de quitter le territoire
turc des lors qu'’il n’était pas attaqué par
les forces turques. Le nombre de rebelles
kurdes présents en Turquie est estimé a 2
000, auxquels s’ajoutent 2 500 autres en
Irak.

Le retrait constitue la deuxiéme phase
concréete du processus de paix engagé
entre le PKK et Ankara, aprés I’annonce
d’un cessez-le-feu unilatéral fin mars. Le
chef du PKK emprisonné a vie, Abdullah
Ocalan, avait ainsi appelé le 21 mars ses
troupes a un cessez-le-feu et au retrait,
dans le cadre de négociations de paix
qu’il méne depuis la fin de l’année
derniére avec les autorités turques. Le
numéro deux du PKK, Murat Karayilan, a
précisé que le retrait s’achéverait en
automne.

Ce conflit durant depuis des années, il
serait légitime de s’interroger sur
I'arrivée au pouvoir en Turquie du Parti
de la justice et du développement (AKP),
et s’il a joué un réle moteur dans les
négociations avec les Kurdes, par opposi-
tion a la politique nationaliste du courant
laic. Didier Billion, directeur adjoint de
I'Institut de relations internationales et
stratégiques (IRIS), souligne que I’AKP
n’a pas le méme rapport avec l’appareil
d’Etat turc, ni avec I'idéologie qui a été le
serment de cet appareil d’Etat depuis la
proclamation de la république en 1923. «
De ce point de vue, il n'y a pas une
idéologie jacobine unificatrice telle
qu’elle a été développée par les partis
kémalistes depuis 90 ans. ’AKP a un rap-
port plus pragmatique de la question des
minorités. » Le spécialiste indique mettre
entre guillemets le mot minorité parce
qu’en Turquie, ils ont copié le modeéle
francais, et ce terme n’existe pas en tant
que tel dans les textes juridiques, consti-
tutionnels, etc. « En méme temps, I’AKP

Des combattants du PKK en train de se replier dans le nord de I'Irak. Firat

News Agency/STR/AFP

est beaucoup moins crispé et beaucoup
plus opportuniste que les kémalistes, ce
qui a été un facteur probablement impor-
tant pour débloquer la situation de conflit
qui existait entre 'appareil d’Etat et les
Kurdes », poursuit M. Billion.

MARGINALISATION

Olivier Grojean, maitre de conférences
en science politique a I’Université d’Aix-
Marseille, en délégation au CNRS et spé-
cialiste de la question kurde, abonde
dans le méme sens, indiquant qu’il est
clair que I'arrivée de I’AKP a permis de
débloquer la situation, « méme si le parti
du Premier ministre turc Recep Tayyip
Erdogan a Ilui-méme bénéficié de
I’arrestation d’Abdullah Ocalan en 1999.
Pourquoi ? D’abord parce que I’AKP (et
ses prédécesseurs islamistes Fazilet et
Refah), au contraire des partis kémalistes
ou ultranationalistes, fonde moins ses dis-
cours sur l'ethnicité que sur l’identité
religieuse. Ensuite, sans doute par crainte
de connaitre le méme sort que ’ancien
Premier ministre Necmettin Erbakan en
1997 (le coup d’Etat “postmoderne”) et
dans l’objectif de se rapprocher des
critéres de Copenhague (tout du moins
dans la premiére moitié des années
2000), M. Erdogan a tout fait pour margin-
aliser I’armée dans la vie politique :
réduction du réle du Conseil national de
sécurité (MGCK), suppression des Cours
de sureté de I'Etat, intransigeance lors du
scandale Ergenekon qui avait révélé
I'existence d’une organisations secréte
chargée de renverser le gouvernement,
et finalement soumission de ’'armée au
pouvoir civil au sein du Conseil militaire
supréme. Cela signifie que pour la pre-

miére fois depuis 1980, le dossier kurde
n’est plus aux mains des militaires. Enfin,
il faudrait ajouter la concurrence élec-
torale entre I’AKP et le parti prokurde
BDP dans les régions a majorité kurde de
Turquie, ou les autres partis, de la gauche
kémaliste (CHP) aux ultranationalistes
(MHP), ont quasiment disparu. De fait, les
efforts de I’BKP pour affaiblir les partis
kurdistes dans le sud-est de la Turquie
n’ont pas abouti aux élections législatives
de 2011, ce qui a sans doute incité le parti
islamo-conservateur a chercher une autre
solution pour gagner les voix kurdes ».

Jean Marcou, professeur a Sciences Po
Grenoble et chercheur associé a I'Institut
frangais d’études anatoliennes d’Istanbul
(IFEA), estime quant a lui que « résoudre
la question kurde ne présente presque
que des avantages pour un gouverne-
ment civil turc. Cela peut permettre a la
Turquie d’améliorer ses relations avec
I’Union européenne et plus généralement
avec ses alliés occidentaux, de dévelop-
per économiquement les provinces kur-
des du Sud-Est, enfin d’adoucir les
moeurs du régime politique turc en
réduisant en son sein le recours a la 1ég-
islation d’exception et les crispations
nationalistes. Toutefois, la fin de ce conflit
est aussi une planche de salut pour un
PKK en perte de vitesse, englué dans un
discours idéologique dépassé et dans un
culte du chef d’un autre dge ».

DYNAMIQUE EN SYRIE

Outre la situation interne turque, le conflit
qui ravage la Syrie déja depuis plus de
deux ans a également accéléré le proces-
sus de paix entre les Kurdes et »
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» la Turquie. Sur ce point, Didier Billion
estime qu’incontestablement, « la dégra-
dation de la situation en Syrie et la poli-
tique de Bachar el-Assad vis-a-vis des
Kurdes de Syrie sont inquiétantes pour les
Turcs ». Pour expliquer son point de vue, il
donne un exemple qui s’est déroulé
I'année derniére. A 1a fin du mois de juil-
let 2012, plusieurs villages ou hameaux
syriens, dans la zone frontaliére, sont
tombés aux mains du PYD (le Parti kurde
syrien trés lié au PKK). Une bonne partie
de la presse turque s’était alors littérale-
ment déchainée, avec des gros titres en
une sur le théme « A nos frontiéres est en
train de s’ériger un Etat terroriste ». «
Puisqu’a I’époque les Turcs considéraient
le PKK comme une organisation terroriste,
et comme le PYD a pris le contréle de ces
hameaux, cela avait un peu affolé les
médias turcs. « La est ’anecdote, parce
que ce n’était que quelques hameaux, ce
n’était pas stratégique », souligne M.
Billion, ajoutant que « cette dégradation
en Syrie, les dirigeants turcs y ont
réfléchi, considérant que s’il y avait une
déstructuration de l'appareil de 1'Etat
syrien, cela allait favoriser I’émergence
de groupes kurdes et éventuellement
favoriser la mise en place d’une région
kurde autonome en Syrie, un peu comme
en Irak, ce qui a accéléré la volonté des
autorités turques de mettre en ceuvre une
solution politique. D’ou ’accélération des
pourparlers avec le PKK, pour empécher
que ne se constitue en Turquie une sorte
de zone autonome aux mains des rebelles
». Olivier Grojean rappelle dans la méme
optique que le PYD était au départ pro-
Bachar el-Assad, ce qui pouvait attiser les
craintes de la Turquie.

Jean Marcou rappelle également qu’en
2011, a I'issue des premiéres semaines du
soulévement syrien, la Turquie a com-
mencé a apporter son soutien a
I'opposition au régime Assad, et ce
dernier a commencé a assouplir sa posi-
tion vis-a-vis des Kurdes en Syrie, en par-
ticulier a I’égard de PYD. « L'inquiétude
d’Ankara s’est encore accrue en 2012
quand le soulévement s’est mué en
guerre civile et que I’armée de Bachar el-
Assad a abandonné au PYD le contrdle de
larges zones frontaliéres avec la Turquie »,
ce qui a accéléré la volonté de trouvé un
accord, surtout que « I’AKP avait déja
commencé a préparer le terrain ».

RETRAIT ET COHABITATION

Le processus de paix s’est donc accéléré
et les rebelles du PKK ont commencé leur
retrait vers le nord de l'Irak ; or ces
arrivées en territoire irakien ne sont pas
vues d’un bon ceil, ni par les habitants du
Kurdistan irakien ni par les autorités de
Bagdad. Comment va donc se passer la
cohabitation ? Jean Marcou estime que «
nous assistons a une situation vraiment
inédite et surprenante. Le gouvernement
turc, qui pendant des années a reproché,

tant & la région kurde d’Irak du Nord
qu’au gouvernement fédéral irakien,
d’abriter les bases du PKK, demande
aujourd’hui a ces derniers de bien vouloir
accueillir les troupes du PKK qui se
retirent de Turquie ».

Les Kurdes d’Irak s’inquiétent de voir
s’installer des milliers de combattants, «
d’autant plus que le PKK avait également
initié une stratégie en Irak au début des
années 2000 (via le PCDK, le Parti pour
une solution démocratique au Kurdistan),
avant d’étre expulsé d’Erbil un peu plus
tard. Et la population kurde irakienne
habitant proche des bases du PKK craint
également des attaques massives de
I'armée turque, ce qui reste néanmoins
trés peu probable a ce stade du processus
», indique Olivier Gojean.

Le gouvernement irakien dénonce quant
a lui une « violation flagrante » de la sou-
veraineté et de l'indépendance de leur
pays. Dans un communiqué, « le gou-
vernement irakien confirme son rejet de
ce retrait et de la présence sur le territoire
irakien d’hommes armés du Parti des tra-
vailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK), qui con-
stituent une violation flagrante de la sou-
veraineté et I'indépendance de I'Irak ».
Inquiétudes légitimes, selon M. Grojean,
qui rappelle que « la violation de la sou-
veraineté de I'lIrak par le PKK et les forces
turques est constante depuis les années
1990. Mais le gouvernement fédéral ne
peut faire grand-chose car les postes-
frontiéres sont tenus par les forces kurdes
».

Pour l'instant, Massoud Barzani, président
du gouvernement régional du Kurdistan,
en Irak, accepte le début du retrait, mais si
c’est 2 000 ou 2 500 combattants du PKK
qui s’installent dans le nord de I'Irak, ¢a
va poser probléme, immanquablement. «
Parce que ces hommes ne vont pas rester
a ne rien faire, ils ne combattront plus, si
tout se passe comme prévu. Tét ou tard, ils
vont étre attirés par la volonté de peser
sur la situation politique du nord de I'Irak,
ce qui va devenir contradictoire avec les
intéréts des autorités kurdes d’Irak »,
estime pour sa part Didier Billion, qui est
rejoint sur ce point par M. Grojean, qui
s’interroge : « Que vont faire ces milliers
de combattants retranchés en Irak si
aucune solution n’est trouvée pour eux ?
Se réengager dans la vie politique (et/ou
militaire) du Kurdistan irakien ? »
Plusieurs questions reprises par M.
Marcou, qui indique que dans la mesure
ou la raison d’étre du PKK ne sera plus
d’aller se battre en Turquie, « cette guéril-
la aguerrie risque en effet de s’intéresser
a ce qui se passe en Irak du Nord et de
s’ingérer dans les affaires de la région.
Massoud Barzani le redoute d’autant plus
qu’il n’est pas en trés bons termes avec le
PKK et le PYD. La cohabitation risque donc
d’étre a risques ».

Méme si la sociologie politique ne peut
prédire l’avenir, « je crois que la tempo-

ralité joue ici un réle important. La cohab-
itation ne posera pas de vrai probléme
pendant six mois ou un an, tant que les
questions politiques concernant
l'autonomie des régions kurdes de
Turquie, ’amnistie des combattants, la
place d’Ocalan dans ce processus
n’auront pas été résolues. Au-dela de
cette phase, et si aucune issue n’est
offerte aux combattants du PKK, alors oui
la cohabitation pourrait clairement
devenir plus difficile », poursuit M.
Grojean. « Il faut imaginer que ce repli
des combattants kurdes ne soit qu’une
transition, et il faut que ce soit une transi-
tion trés courte. Trés rapidement, ils
doivent avoir la possibilité soit de partir
en exil dans d’autres pays, ou alors qu’ils
puissent étre réintégrés dans la vie
sociale en Turquie méme », propose M.
Billion.

Plus généralement, le probléme qui est ici
posé « est celui de I’avenir des membres
du PKK qui ont quitté la Turquie et de ceux
qui y sont encore emprisonnés. Si le
“processus de réglement” va jusqu’a son
terme, il faudra aussi avoir le courage
d’aborder cette question », précise pour
sa part Jean Marcou.

LES REFORMES

Le PKK a donc commencé a remplir sa
part du contrat en amorgant son retrait,
mais qu’en est-il du c6té d’Ankara ? Le
numéro deux du PKK, Murat Karayilan, a
déclaré il y a quelques jours que la balle
était désormais dans le camp d’Ankara,
exigeant des réformes en faveur des
Kurdes de Turquie qui réclament la recon-
naissance de droits spécifiques, notam-
ment le droit a 1I’éducation en langue
kurde, pour leur communauté de 12 a 15
millions de membres, ainsi qu’une
autonomie régionale.

Une frange de l’opinion turque reste
toutefois catégoriquement opposée aux
discussions engagées par le gouverne-
ment avec le chef du PKK, Abdullah
Ocalan, largement considéré comme un «
terroriste ».

« Il est clair que nous n’en sommes qu’a la
premiére étape d’un processus qui, s’il
veut étre durable, devra procéder a des
réformes de fond significatives. On peut
penser effectivement au droit a
I’éducation en langue kurde, a
I'autonomie régionale, a la libération des
prisonniers, mais aussi a la réforme de la
citoyenneté définie de maniére trés eth-
nique par l'article 66 de la Constitution. A
cela s’ajoute la question du sort
d’Abdullah  Ocalan, Recep Tayyip
Erdogan n’ayant cessé d’affirmer qu’il
était exclu de le libérer, ni méme
d’assouplir ses conditions de détention.
Mais imagine-t-on un instant un regle-
ment durable avec le leader du PKK con-
tinuant a purger une peine de prison a vie
sur une ile au large d’Istanbul ? On peut
s’interroger sur ’absence de »
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» précisions fournies jusqu’a présent
quant aux réformes a conduire. Mais force
est de constater que, loin d’étre une nég-
ligence, cela semble étre une véritable
méthode dans le processus qui est en
cours », estime M. Marcou.

« Pour l'instant, c’est le flou du processus
qui lui permet de tenir. Ce flou permet
justement a ce processus de ne pas étre
attaqué de front puisque personne ne sait
quelles sont vraiment les intentions du
gouvernement. Mais pour combien de
temps ? En 2009, I'“ouverture démocra-
tique” promise par le gouvernement a
échoué apreés le retour d’un “groupe de
paix” du PKK, acclamé par la foule a

Diyarbakir. Ces manifestations de joie ont
irrité une grande partie de la population
et des autres partis turcs, et ont conduit a
I’adoption de réformes trés limitées en
novembre de la méme année. Qu’en sera-
t-il quand les questions politiques seront
mises sur la table, alors qu'une grande
majorité de la population et que les autres
partis sont absolument contre I’autonomie
des régions kurdes, la libération d’Ocalan,
et la constitutionnalisation de l’identité
kurde ? Si aucune réforme de fond n’est
mise en ceuvre, alors, oui, je pense que le
processus s’arrétera et que la guerre
reprendra, d’autant plus qu’Ocalan, de par
sa légitimité et son aura, est sans doute le
seul a pouvoir contenir les dissidences ou

scissions au sein du PKK », indique de son
c6té M. Grojean, qui est rejoint dans ses
propos par M. Billion. Ce dernier explique
que certaines personnes exigent en
Turquie que le processus soit beaucoup
plus formalisé et beaucoup plus précis. I1
y a aussi une autre partie de l’opinion
publique « qui est proche du gouverne-
ment qui, au contraire, dit que c’est parce
qu’il y a des ambiguités et des flous que le
processus peut continuer a avancer. Il est
vrai qu’aujourd’hui ce flou permet que le
processus se poursuive, mais la encore, ¢ca
ne pourra pas durer indéfiniment... », con-
clut le directeur adjoint de I'IRIS. A

31 mai 2013

Syrie, en fragmentation durable

Par FABRICE BALANCHE Géographe, directeur du Groupe d’études et de recherches sur la
Méditerranée et le Moyen-Orient a I’université Lyon-II

pres deux ans de conflit, la

Syrie ressemble a une
mosaique de territoires disjoints.
Le régime ne controle plus que
30% des zones habitées, ce qui
représente encore la moiti€ de la
population, car les grandes
villes - Damas, Lattaquié¢, Homs
et Hama - restent sous sa coupe.
Apres un an de combats meur-
triers, les rebelles ne sont pas
parvenus a occuper la totalité
d’Alep, qu’ils ont pourtant
réussi a isoler. De méme,
I’armée du régime garde la
mainmise sur Deir el-Zor, alors
que toute la vallée de 1I’Euphrate
lui échappe. Les rebelles domi-
nent une vaste région rurale au
Nord, avec de villes moyennes
(Raqqa, Al-Bab, Tel-Abyad),
soit 20% de la population. Une
partie équivalente, en termes de
population et de superficie, est
disputée entre rebelles et
troupes du régime.

Enfin, les milices kurdes du
Parti de ’'union démocratique
(PYD) se sont emparé des terri-
toires ou les Kurdes sont
majoritaires, a la frontiére
turque et dans les quartiers nord
d’Alep, soit 10% de la popula-
tion syrienne, les Kurdes de
Damas demeurant sous le con-
tréle du régime. S’il y a une
unité de commandement du coté
gouvernemental et kurde, ce
n’est pas le cas dans les zones
tenues par les rebelles : I’Armée

syrienne libre n’existe que sur le
papier, a travers la vitrine que
constitue son état-major installé
en Turquie. Sur le terrain, les
groupes armés s’en réclament
ou non, mais en pratique ils
n’obéissent a aucune autorité
supérieure. Ces divisions provo-
quent un émiettement du terri-
toire «libéréy». Une milice con-
trole un village, un quartier,
rarement au-dela, car elle se
trouve tout de suite confrontée a
celle du territoire voisin, dont
I’unité repose sur des liens
claniques ou tribaux. Les
formes de solidarité primaire se
sont renforcées avec la dispari-
tion des institutions et
I’incapacité de la Coalition
nationale syrienne a les rem-
placer. L’insécurité est perma-
nente, accentuée par les bom-
bardements aériens du régime,
ce qui empéche la vie normale
de se reconstituer. Les jihadistes
du Front al-Nusra sont mieux
organisés et apportent une cer-
taine sécurité dans les zones
qu’ils contrdlent, a condition
que la population se plie a une
charia rigoureuse, comme a
Raqga. Ainsi I’insécurité et la
charia poussent-elles, autant que
les bombardements de I’armée
d’Al-Assad, les populations des
zones libérées a fuir vers les
pays voisins ou, ironie du sort,
vers les zones controlées par le
régime.

Depuis le printemps 2012, le
régime d’Al-Assad a adopté une
stratégie de contre-insurrection
qui consiste a abandonner les
zones hostiles et non
stratégiques, pour se concentrer
sur les grandes villes, les princi-
paux axes et les territoires peu-
plés par les minorités religicuses
ou il est stir de compter sur le
soutien actif de la population
(alaouite, druze, chiite, ismaéli-
enne et chrétienne).

A T’échelle des grandes villes, le
régime applique la méme
stratégie, mais la il peut
s’appuyer davantage sur les
classes moyennes et supérieures
sunnites. Si, au printemps 2011,
le mécontentement politique a
touché toutes les catégories
sociales et les communautés, en
revanche I’insurrection armée
ne concerne que les classes pop-
ulaires sunnites. Celles qui rési-
dent dans les campagnes défa-
vorisées de vallée de I’Euphrate
sont venues s’entasser dans les
banlieues informelles de Damas
et d’Alep. Cette révolte sociale
s’est brisée notamment sur le
front du communautarisme qui
structure la société syrienne,
auquel il faut ajouter la revendi-
cation nationaliste kurde.
Depuis 2004, date de leur
révolte avortée, les Kurdes de
Syrie militent pour la construc-
tion d’une entité comparable au
Kurdistan d’Irak. Dans ce con-

texte, ils préferent un Bachar al-
Assad affaibli, qui leur aban-
donne la gestion de leurs terri-
toires, plutdt qu’une opposition
arabe sunnite puissante et
soutenue par la Turquie. En ce
sens, ils sont des alliés
stratégiques et circonstanciés du
régime.

L’objectif de Damas pour 2013
est d’étayer sa ligne de force
Lattaquié-Homs-Damas-Deraa.
Pour cela, il lui faut éliminer les
bastions de I’insurrection les
plus menagants : la Ghouta ori-
entale a I’est de Damas,
Zabadani a la frontic¢re libanaise
et bien str Al-Qoussayr, pres de
Homs. L’absence de coordina-
tion au sein de I’insurrection et
la concurrence entre les groupes
armés permettent au régime
d’écraser tranquillement les
combattants d’Al-Qoussayr,
apres avoir encerclé la ville
durant des mois, puisqu’ils ne
recevront aucune aide de
I’extérieur. Tant que les fron-
tiéres turque et irakienne res-
teront ouvertes pour les
insurgés, il ne pourra reprendre
le nord, et se contentera de se
maintenir dans les grandes villes
et les bases militaires de la
région. La partition Nord-Sud
de la Syrie est donc appelée a se
prolonger et a devenir durable
en I’absence de réglement inter-
national de la crise syrienne. &
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PKK : les implications regionales du
processus de paix

Par Othman Ali
www.zamanfrance.fr

Bien que le traité de paix entre le gou-
vernement turc et le Parti des travail-
leurs du Kurdistan (PKK) ait été signé
par les deux parties, des défis internes
subsistent. Et ses conséquences sur la
Turquie et les autres pays du monde
seront considérables. Si la paix
s'instaure, tout le monde y gagnera, sauf
I'lran et la Syrie. L'ouverture de I'lran au
PKK et le double attentat de Reyhanli
montrent a quel point ces deux pays veu-
lent sortir de leur isolation régionale
actuelle. L'lran voit d'un mauvais ceil ces
négociations de paix entre la Turquie et
le PKK qu'il voit comme une menace
pour sa sécurité intérieure. Mais le sou-
tien de I'Union européenne et des Etats-
Unis au gouvernement turc montre bien
que la question kurde a des dimensions
a la fois régionales et internationales.
Interviewé le mois dernier, Ziibeyir Aydar,
grande figure du PKK, a déclaré que le
processus de paix pourrait mener a une
collaboration entre Turcs et Kurdes, voire
a une redéfinition des frontiéres entre la
Turquie, l'lrak et la Syrie.

La région du Kurdistan turc convoitée
par la Turquie ?

L'lrak et la Syrie connaissent actuelle-
ment une situation treés instable avec les
différentes communautés ethniques et
religieuses dont l'influence croit de jour
en jour sur leur territoire. Et la Turquie,
comme tout autre pays de la région,
pourrait profiter de cette situation. Etant
donné que la région est susceptible
d'assister a I'éruption de guerres civiles,
que les Kurdes souhaitent couper les
liens avec I'lrak et que la région posséde
d'importantes réserves de pétrole et de
gaz, ce territoire offre de nombreux
intéréts pour la Turquie. En effet, Ankara
ne peut se permettre de dépendre
encore longtemps de I'énergie russe et
iranienne. C'est pour cela que si cette sit-
uation instable évoluait en guerre civile,
la Turquie n'hésiterait pas a s'emparer de
la région du Kurdistan et a y établir une
sorte de régime, a l'image de Hong Kong
en Chine.

Téhéran et Damas
I'avancée du PKK

inquiets de

L'lran s'inquiete du processus de paix
pour différentes raisons, soutiennent des
observateurs politiques. Si la paix
s'instaure définitivement entre le gou-
vernement turc et le PKK, l'lran sera le
seul pays a n'avoir pas résolu le prob-
leme kurde sur son territoire. L'lran
comme la Syrie sont inquiets de
l'avancée des militants du PKK qui se
trouvent dans les monts Kandil pres de
leur frontiere. Le PKK posséde deux
branches armées en Iran et en Syrie : le
Parti pour une vie libre au Kurdistan
(PJAK) qui lutte contre le régime iranien
et le Parti de I'union démocratique (PYD)
qui controle actuellement les zones kur-
des en Syrie. L'agence de presse irani-
enne Fars News a déclaré en janvier que
le Premier ministre turc avait «com-
mencé a mettre en place un plan améri-
cain et israélien pour mettre la population
kurde d'lran contre Téhéran via le PKK».
La Radio-Télévision de la République
islamique d'lran & Téhéran a également
publié une déclaration du 28 avril ou la
Turquie voulait faire de la région kurde
d'lIrak sa nouvelle alliée afin de «créer de
la tension dans les régions kurdes irani-
ennes via le Kurdistan irakien» et de «se
ranger du c6té des Kurdes syriens pour
s'opposer a Damas». C'est a ce moment
la que I'lran a décidé de s'ouvrir au PKK.
En avril, Murat Karayilan, leader du PKK,
a déclaré que les services de renseigne-
ments iraniens lui avaient proposé des
armes qu'il a refusées. Cobté
économique, le conflit kurde a colté plus
de 300 milliards de dollars a Ankara. La
fin du conflit pourrait permettre a la
Turquie de financer ses projets de
développement et de rivaliser avec I'lran

pour une hégémonie régionale. Cette
rivalité, qui a des dimensions multi-
formes, n'est pas limitée au Moyen-
Orient mais s'étend au Caucase et a
I'Asie centrale. De plus, si les Kurdes de
Turquie obtenaient les droits pour
lesquels ils militent (éducation en langue
kurde...), les Kurdes d'lran n'hésiteraient
pas a se soulever pour demander des
droits similaires.

Bagdad de plus en plus faible face au
PKK

Enfin, si la tréve actuelle entre la Turquie
et le PKK se maintient, elle pourrait
affaiblir sérieusement la volonté du gou-
vernement irakien d'affirmer son pouvoir
sur le Gouvernement régional du
Kurdistan. Et le processus de paix pour-
rait rendre les relations plus tendues
entre Baghdad et la province d'Arbil. Le
gouvernement irakien s'est plaint au
Conseil de sécurité de I'ONU que sa sou-
veraineté avait été violée par les militants
du PKK qui se sont rendus en Irak. Le
gouvernement al-Maliki a déja déclaré
qu'il était inquiet que le PKK «puisse
prendre possession de territoires
irakiens pour déstabiliser d'autres pays
de la région».

Avec le processus de paix, les pays du
Moyen-Orient se situent donc a un car-
refour de leur existence et sont indu-
bitablement sur le point de connaitre de
profonds changements. m
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The Kurdish momentum
in the Middle East

By OFRA BENGIO
www.jpost.com

The Kurds are now
on the map, but
much depends on
them if they manage
to use momentum to
alter the geopolitical
map to their own
advantage.

riting in the aftermath of

the 1990 Gulf war about
the Kurds of Iraq, Turkey and
Iran, David McDowall was quite
pessimistic about the prospects
of Kurdish nationalism, saying:
“One must doubt whether
Kurdish nationalism can ever
prevail against three hostile
governments willing to apply
ruthless methods to contain the
challenge.”

Paradoxically enough,
McDowall’s assumptions were
based on his intimate knowl-
edge of Kurdish history, which
taught him that the 20th centu-
ry was indeed one of the worst
periods in the Kurdish people’s
annals. However, events at the
turn of the 21st century tell a
different story: The convergence
of regional and international
transformations together with
the crystallization of a strong
national movement in Greater
Kurdistan made the crucial dif-
ference between the two eras.

To evaluate these tectonic
changes one should examine
them against the background of
the changing paradigms among
the Kurdish, regional and inter-
national players and to high-
light the causes for these
changes.

CHANGING PARADIGMS The
image and self-image of the
Kurds in the 20th century was
that they were the ultimate vic-
tims of modern history; that
“they have no friends but the
mountains”; that they are
inclined to tribalism and fratri-
cide; and that they are passive
actors being cards to play with
by others. However, by the

beginning of the 21st century
they have metamorphosed from
victims to proactive players and
game-changers in the region.
Moreover, the Kurds have man-
aged to internationalize their
cause and mobilize support in
Europe and other parts of the
world.

In the past the Kurds lent them-
selves to the central govern-
ment’s policy of divide and rule
both between the Kurds within
one state as well as between
Kurds of the different countries.
The most glaring examples were
the progovernment Kurdish
auxiliary, the juhush in Iraq
and the korucu in Turkey who
fought against their Kurdish
brethren, or the PKK of Turkey
which fought against The KDP
of Iraq. Now it seems quite
unlikely that a new civil war
among the Kurds will occur.

The dynamics of the 20th cen-
tury were such that there were
fears that the achievements of
one part will be at the expense
of the others. This may no
longer be the case. In spite of
ongoing rivalries and competi-
tions the achievements of one
part may empower the others
since now, the borders are
porous, and the mutual influ-
ences are much quicker and
profound than before. There is
now also a Kurdish center in
Iraq.

oncurrently with the
Cchanges among the Kurdish
players there were changes in
the states themselves. The
ethos of the nation-state has
suffered a severe blow. Iraq is
split into two parts, the Arab
part and the Kurdish part,
where a quasi-state was establi-
shed. In Syria the collapse of
the state triggered the esta-
blishment of a Kurdish autono-
mous region resembling in a
way the Kurdish autonomous
region established in Iraq in
1992. In Turkey the state had to
give up the idea of a Turkish
state for Turks and is now
conducting a peace process
with its fiercest enemy, the
PKK. As to Iran, behind the

facade of a nation-state, the
non-Persian ethnic groups,
most importantly the Kurds, are
only waiting for a trigger to
challenge this hegemonic state.

hroughout, the states

attempted to delegitimize
the Kurdish national movement
by labeling it a terrorist organi-
zation that should be put down
by force. Recently, however,
they began to internalize in the
most agonizing way that it is in
fact a national movement with
which they should find a modus
vivendi. Similarly, until not too
long ago the states cooperated
with each other against the
Kurds. Now this seems almost
impossible due to the transfor-
mations in the region and the
changing geopolitical map. The
most glaring example is that
Ankara forsook its longstanding
anti-Kurdish alliance with
Baghdad for the sake of an
alliance with the KRG against
Baghdad.

At the same time there were
changing paradigms in the
international arena as well. In
the 20th century the Kurdish
issue was considered a domes-
tic problem in which the inter-
national community and inter-
national organizations were
reluctant to interfere. However,
by the beginning of the 21st
century this taboo was broken.
In Iraq, for example, many
countries are developing rela-
tions with the KRG against the
will of Baghdad.

With regard to Turkey the solu-
tion of the Kurdish domestic
issue became part and parcel of
the EU’s condition for accepting
Turkey into its fold. In other
words there formed a Gordian
knot between Turkey’s relations
with the EU and the Kurdish
domestic issue. In Syria too the
PYD, the leading Kurdish party,
which controls the autonomous
region, had managed to publi-
cize the Kurdish cause in
Europe where its leaders are
personae grate in many capi-
tals. Interestingly, unlike the
PKK, its mentor, the PYD is not
considered a terrorist organiza-

tion either by the EU or the US.

Another important development
was that at the turn of the cen-
tury the international commu-
nity no longer upheld the notion
of the sanctity of borders.

Thus, between 1990 and 2010
the number of states in the
world grew from 151 to 192,
most of which arose through
secession. Thus, it is possible to
say that in the 21st century
there has been legitimization of
new entities and states.

THE CAUSES FOR THE
CHANGE The main trigger for
the change was the coming of
the Americans to the region in
2003, namely the war on Iraq,
and their departure at the end
of 2011.

This American move can be
compared to the coming of the
British to the region in the
aftermath of World War I.

The common denominator in
the two cases is that they trig-
gered the opening up of the
region’s geopolitical map — with
one major difference, namely
that in the American case it was
an unplanned consequence of
the war on Iraq.

he other important causes

for the change were the
three interrelated revolutions,
namely the revolution of the
new media, the Arab revolu-
tions, and the Turkish revolu-
tion with regard to its relations
with the Kurdistan Regional
Government and its capital,
Irbil.

Turkey’s revolutionary concep-
tualization of the KRG may be
described thus: While in the
past Irbil was perceived as part
of Turkey’s internal Kurdish
problem, now it is being per-
ceived as a partner to a possible
solution. No doubt economic
interests were a main driving
force for  Turkey’s new
approach.

Linked to this is the attractive-
ness of Kurdistan to the outside
world because of oil and gas.
While the prospects of finding
oil in the Kurdistan region had
at the end of World War I moved
the British to annex the oil-rich
Kurdistan region to Iraq, the
attraction of this same oil =
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= to global companies has
assisted the Kurds, maybe
unintentionally, to begin disen-
gaging from Iraq in the 21st
century.

Another crucial factor is the role
of the Kurdish diaspora, which
is becoming engaged, politicized
and a power to be reckoned
with in the articulation of
Kurdish nationalism and its
goals. Yet, the most important
factor is the growing assertive-
ness and cohesion of Kurdish
nationalism in Greater
Kurdistan.

AT A CROSSROADS, YET
AGAIN The situation of the
Kurds at the beginning of the
21st century resembles to an
extent that of the early 20th
century. In the aftermath of
World War I and the division of
the Kurdish homeland into four
parts the Kurds were at a cross-
roads.

Will they be granted inde-
pendence as promised in

the Treaty of Sevres? Will they

have autonomy in the new
Turkish state as promised by
Kemal Ataturk, or will they be
assimilated in the emerging new
states? The latter alternative
was the one which they did not
choose but that was imposed
upon them by the states for the
next 80 years.

At the turn of the 21st century
the Kurds are standing yet
again at a crossroads, facing
similar dilemmas and question
marks. Will they have inde-
pendence in the Iraqi part? Will
they have an enduring autono-
my in Syria? Or will they resign
themselves to being equal part-
ners in the Turkish and Iranian
states? For all the similarities
there are huge differences
between the two eras.

While in the first case they were
divided and separated, now the
borders and the dividing lines
are blurred. While in the first
case other forces and players
were acting upon and deciding
for the Kurds, now the decision
making has gradually shifted to

the Kurds. While in the first
they were cut off from the out-
side world now they are much
more visible and vocal.

Without purporting to predict
the future, the following conclu-
sions seem fairly certain: The
pace of progress is likely to be
different in each of the parts of
Greater Kurdistan, but the syn-
ergistic effect will continue to
reverberate.

The KRG is expected to move
forward toward independence.
As for the Kurds of Syria, they
stand to hold on to their auton-
omy because they are much
better organized than the other
groups and because of their fait
accompli on the ground.

egarding the peace process

between Turkey and the
Kurds, it might face a lots of
ups and downs, because the
Turkish public is not ready yet
to accept the notion of Kurdish
nationalism, because the
government might use the
Kurdish card for tactical rea-

sons and because the Kurds
themselves are quite bewildered
with the sudden changes and
do not have clear-cut goals.
Whatever the results of the
peace process, it will be difficult
to turn back the wheel on it. As
to the Kurds of Iran, they are
greatly influenced by the deve-
lopments in the other parts but
they are waiting for the tectonic
shift to reach Iran.

All in all, the Kurds have
learned in the hard way how to
deal with governments and not
be solely the proverbial card
manipulated by them. The
Kurds are now on the map, but
much depends on them if they
manage to use this momentum
to alter the geopolitical map to
their own advantage. m

The author is senior research
associate at the Moshe Dayan
Center at Tel Aviv University.
She is the author of The Kurds
of Iraq: Building a State within
a State.
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The End of Iraq

Iraq is on the brink of civil war. Restless Sunni
minorities are emboldened by Sunni opposition in

Sunni communities claimed the lives of
thousands and threatened to disintegrate
the country. Partition was mooted as a
solution and three separate regions were
proposed: a Kurdish region to the north, a
Sunni region in the centre and a Shia
region in the south.[1]

That idea was soon dismissed, as diffe-

RUSI( Royal United Services I

years after the last war of its kind took the
country to the brink. In 2006 and 2007,

Syria and entrenched authoritarianism by a Shia led
government. The only solution is deeper
de-centralisation or a break-up of Iraq itself.

raq faces the prospect of descending

into another sectarian civil war, six

the bloody conflict between Shia and

rences started to be fought out at the bal-
lot box and through the political process.
Iraq's Sunnis, overwhelmed by Shia domi-
nated institutions, the Shia dominated
army and a mixture of different Shia death
squads, opted to contest provincial and
national elections, bringing Iraq's Sunnis
back into government and giving Iraq a
fragile but stable security and political
environment. Those who supported parti-
tion or loose federalism lost the support of
the Iraqi Arab electorate and fared abys-
mally in elections.

However, Iraq faces the possibility of terri-
torial fragmentation once again. Civil war
this time round will be different, far bloo-
dier and with far-reaching consequences
for Iraq and the region. Continued secta-
rian tensions in the country, exacerbated
by and combined with the conflict in Syria,
means that fragmentation is likely to be a
certainty, rather than a moot point, should
the country go through another episode of
sectarian warfare. There will, in other >
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> words, be no second chance for Iraq.
THE SLIDE TOWARDS CIVIL WAR

Reconciliation and sectarian divisions in
Iraq started to take a turn for the worse
back in December 2011. Mr Maliki unex-
pectedly issued an arrest warrant against
the then vice-president, Tarek al-Hashimi,
who fled the country and has been in self-
imposed exile since. The nature and cir-
cumstances in which the arrest warrant
was issued made the issue of the warrant's
legitimacy a side issue. Firstly, Hashimi
was a political rival to Mr Maliki and,
secondly, security forces pursued Hashimi
immediately after the US withdrawal from
Iraq. Mr Maliki was criticised for consoli-
dating his grip over the country and taking
it toward authoritarianism.

To add insult to injury for Iraq's Sunni
communities, one year later, in the same
month, Mr Maliki moved once again
against a prominent Sunni representative
of theirs. This time it was finance minister
Rafi al-Issawi's turn, whose staff and
bodyguards were arrested on terrorism
charges.

The December 2012 move on Issawi may
have been miscalculated. Iraq's Sunnis in
the north-western provinces immediately
responded by initiating 'Arab Spring' style
protests, demanding an end to the discri-
mination, persecution and marginalisation
of Sunni Arabs. The protests included
hardline neo-Ba'athist elements and dis-
played anti-Shia slogans, as well as sup-
port for Al-Qa'ida in Iraq (AQI).

Nearly six-months on, the protests show
no sign of abating. Last month, the rela-
tionship between protesters and the Iraqi
government turned violent, after Iraqi
forces raided a protest camp in Hawija
(Kirkuk), leading to a clash that left at
least fifty dead and others injured.

The Hawija incident may have been a defi-
ning moment: calls for revenge were
coming across Sunni constituencies and
united tribal, religious and political Sunni
figures. Moderate figures have been sideli-
ned as a consequence of the state's use of
force. Some influential tribal sheikhs
continue to threaten war and have establi-
shed a 'tribal army' to protect demonstra-
tors. The 'tribal army' has already gone
head-to-head with the Iraqi army.

A CLIMATE THAT FAVOURS
EXTREMISTS

This re-militarisation of the Sunni com-
munity has dramatically increased the
chances of a civil war taking place. But the
war may have already started. Terrorist
attacks are being launched against sepa-
rate Sunni and Shia targets. Less than two
weeks ago, at least forty-one people died
when two bombs detonated outside a
Sunni mosque in Baquba, 30 miles north
of Baghdad. The bombings came after a
spate of attacks targeting Iraq's Shia

constituencies across the country, two
days before the attack on the Sunni
mosque, when eleven blasts in one hour in
Baghdad killed twenty-three and injured
more than 100.

No specific Shia group has claimed res-
ponsibility for the attack on the Sunni
mosque. Powerful militant Shia groups
still exist in Iraq. However, AQI or other
Sunni extremist groups could also be res-
ponsible, since they are not necessarily
fixated on the sectarian identity of their
targets.

Iraq's Shia controlled army and Shia elite
have displayed restraint in resisting the
temptation to strike back. That restraint,
however, can only be tested so much. If
terror attacks on Shia targets are sustai-
ned, the government will be unable to pre-
vent autonomous militant groups from
launching retaliatory attacks.

Much will depend on the role played by
Sunni groups and leaders. It is still
unclear whether they intend to strike a
deal with the government to end the pro-
tests and whether this will be enough to
convince more extreme elements.
Moderate voices have been sidelined but
will be crucial in reigning in the broader
Sunni population and preventing them
from joining the ranks of militant groups.

Yet, the domestic and regional climate
favours the extremists.

Domestically, ethno-sectarian tensions are
at their highest since the last civil war. In
addition to Sunni-Shia tensions, Baghdad
has also come close to armed conflict with
the Kurdistan Regional Government
(KRG) and remains at logger-heads with
the Kurds over territorial and energy dis-
putes.

Regionally, the ascendancy in Syria of
Sunni militant, in some cases Islamic fun-
damentalist, groups and the flood of Gulf
money going into the country is encoura-
ging for Iraq's own militants, some of
which have close ties with counterparts in
Syria.

The ongoing conflict in Syria means that
civil war in Iraq will yet again be regiona-
lised but to a greater extent since the
stakes are much higher. Undermining the
Maliki-led government could weaken the
Shia axis of powers that has so far kept the
al-Assad regime in power. Iraq lies at the
heart of this axis because of the close ties
its Shia rulers have with Iran; it is an axis
dominated by Iran but which also includes
Hizbullah. Further, Baghdad has become a
conduit through which Iran allegedly
sends funds, arms and fighters to the
Syrian regime. Iraq has also allowed
(either wittingly or unwittingly) Iraqi Shia
militias to join the ranks of the Syrian
regime.

Triggering a civil war or launching an
organised military campaign against the

Baghdad government could, therefore,
galvanise Iraq's Sunnis, shift the momen-
tum in Syria to Iraq and allow for a scena-
rio in which the Sunni Arab world reverses
its post-2003 defeat or, alternatively,
severely weaken Iraq's Shia rulers and the
Iranian influence in the region.

THE END OF IRAQ

A prolonged Syria-style civil war in Iraq
will effectively signal the end of Iraq.
Reconciliation has been given a chance, a
decades' worth, since the removal of the
former regime in 2003. Civil war would
re-start the battle for the future of Iraq,
only with negotiation and reconciliation
being non-options, as both sides have
already tasted what this actually means in
practice.

The idea of dividing Iraq into autonomous
regions, if not independent states, now
has greater appeal than ever before. The
first and most likely to declare indepen-
dence could be the Kurds, should turmoil
in Arab Iraq threaten their continued
prosperity. Some Sunni provinces have
already called for a Sunni region similar to
the Kurdistan Region in the north, which
has its own government, enjoys substan-
tial autonomy and controls and manages
its own security, energy resources and
foreign relations. This month, the Sunni
province of Salahaddin even went as far as
unilaterally signing deals with internatio-
nal oil companies, without approval from
Baghdad.

The creation of an autonomous Sunni
region makes sense. Few, if any, of Iraq's
Sunnis believe that the Shia are willing to
treat them as equals. The past decade has
provided ample evidence of that. A Sunni
region gives them a powerful means of
containing and competing with the Shia,
in partnership with a potential Sunni-
governed Syria that borders Iraq's Sunni
provinces.

Centralism and the concentration of
power in Baghdad has been a failed exer-
cise, despite the loss of lives and the
resources dedicated to it. The fragmenta-
tion of Iraq into separate autonomous
regions is not a solution in and of itself. It
is, however, a viable option that accom-
modates existing realities on the ground,
that allows for a fairer balance of power
between Sunni and Shia; and can be pur-
sued through mechanisms already enshri-
ned in the Iraqi constitution. m
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