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TURKEY:

SOME PESSIMISTIC REPORTS ON FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

he European Union’s

October report on

Turkey’s  progress

towards membership of

the Union highlights
some “substantial efforts” that
need to be made regarding not
only freedom of expression but
also freedom of association and
meeting, religious freedom and,
finally, little, if any, progress in
certain aspects regarding the
conflict with the Kurds.

Linguistic Rights

It is still forbidden to use any
other language than Turkish in
public or administrative ser-
vices, despite the recommenda-
tions of the Council of Europe’s
Congress of local and regional
authorities. Turkish Courts have

ruled against any use or more
than one language by municipal
services. Despite dropping some
charges and some acquittals,
legal proceedings against may-
ors and local councillors for
using other languages than
Turkish have been reported.

The minister of the Interior has
temporarily suspended 55 repre-
sentatives of local authorities,
including the Mayors of Van,
Sirnak, Silopi, Idil, Uludere and
Cizre together with members of
the municipal and provincial
councils as part of an enquiry
into the KCK. In only one case
(that of the Mayor of Siirt) the
suspension was cancelled after
the 3" judicial reform came into
force.

The prisons

The number and quality of deten-
tion centres for minors remain
insufficient. Following allegations
of ill treatment in the Adana
Pozanli children’s prison, the chil-
dren were transferred to Ankara,
far from their families. In all pris-
ons, moreover, children are not sep-
arated from adults, especially the
girls.

There are still abusive restric-
tions on access to newspapers,
magazines and books as well as
on the use of Kurdish during
visits to prisoners and in their
correspondence, Many sick
detainees, some terminally ill,
receive no suitable medical
attention. There have been com-
plaints about the living condi-




n° 331 ¢ October 2012

* 2 * Information and liaison bulletin

tions in the high security type
prisons (type F) resulting in psy-
chological and physiological
damage

Freedom of expression

A number of journalists have
spent an excessive length of time
in detention awaiting trial.

Wile the third judicial reform
forbids the seizing of writing
before their publication, it makes
easier restrictions on media cov-
erage of criminal investigations.
The report notes, however, that
it is easier to discuss certain sen-
sitive subjects like the Armenian
question and the role of the
Army and that the opposition
regularly expresses its ideas.

Despite this, the reform has
failed really to improve freedom
of expression and the number of
violations of this freedom, as
well as that of media, continues
to grow. There is also an
increase in the imprisonment of
journalists, of media profession-
als and of distributers.

The European Court for Human
Rights has received a great num-
ber of petitions regarding viola-
tions of freedom of expression in
Turkey. Many of these cases cover
authors and journalists, but also
academics, and researchers writ-
ing and working on the Kurdish
question. Many Kurdish and Left
wing journalists have been arrest-
ed for propaganda in favour of
terrorism and some are still
imprisoned. Moreover, over 2 800
students are also detained for the
same reasons. The legal frame-
work connected with the crime of
organised terrorism is still impre-
cise and contains definitions that
provide a free field for many
charges and sentences. Especially
as the interpretation of these laws
by prosecutors is not in conformi-
ty with the European Convention
of Human Rights and the jurispru-
dence of the European Court for

Human Rights. Turkey must
reform its anti-terror legislation to
establish a clear distinction
between incitement to violence
and the expression of non-violent
ideas.

Thus application of Articles 6
and 7 of the Ant-Terror Law
combined with Articles 220 and
314 of the Turkish Penal Code
lead to abuses: writing an article
or making a speech can lead to
lead to court action and a heavy
sentence for “membership of a
terrorist organisation” or for
“leading a terrorist organisa-
tion”.

Freedom of assembly.

The 1%t of May demonstrations
took place in peaceful atmo-
sphere throughout the country.
However, several activities
including the commemoration of
the Armenian genocide, organ-
ised by several groups of the
civil society to commemorate the
events of 1915 did not take place
so peacefully. Restrictions per-
sist on freedom of assembly and
the administrative constraints on
demonstrations such as the
choice of place or date are inap-
propriate. The celebrations of
Newroz (the Kurdish New Year)
are only allowed for a single
day.

On several occasions, violent
scenes, disturbance of demon-
strations and a disproportionate
use of force by the police have
occurred, principally during
demonstrations connected with
the Kurdish question , with the
rights of students and Trade
Union rights. Two students were
sentenced to 8 years in prison for
having wunrolled a banner
protesting against the tuition
fees during a demonstration at
which the Prime Minister was
present.

In some provinces, press com-
muniqués issued y NGOs and

Human Rights defenders have
been subjected to fines under
law N° 2911 covering demon-
strations or else as criminal
offenses.

Allegations of excessive violence
by the security forces are still not
the subject of proceedings or
serious enquiries, On the other
hand, legal proceedings have
been peaceful assembly aimed at
Human Rights defenders or rep-
resentatives of civil society who
had exercised their right to
peaceful assembly. The same
human Rights defenders also
face charges and legal proceed-
ings for “terrorist propagandas”
following demonstrations or for
have taken part in press confer-
ences.

Freedom of opinion, of con-
science or religion.

In general, religious freedom
continues to be respected. A cer-
tain number of “crypto-
Armenians” have assumed their
original names and resumed the
practice of their religion. Some
religious leaders have received
police protection as have several
churches during religious ser-
vices.

In Ankara a magistrate’s court
had rejected a demand to sen-
tence an association that had
helped build a “cem house” (an
Alevi religious service). The
appeal court quashed its deci-
sion in June. The case was then
taken to the Courts by the
Minister of the Interior.

New religious education manu-
als containing information about
the Alevis have been designed
by the Minister of Education for
the year 2012 -2013.

However, the ruling given in
2007 in the case of Zengin v
Turkey by the European Court
for Human Rights on the reli-
gious culture and lessons on cus-
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toms and morals and remain
obligatory for all primary and
secondary schools have not been
applied. The children who do
not attend them a subjected to
discrimination and no alterna-
tive id offered to them.

The non-Moslem communities
continue to face problems con-
nected with their absence of any
legal status, which has negative
effects on their right to own
property, their right of access to
the courts the possibility of
securing work permits or resi-
dence permits for foreign priests,
as well as the possibility of col-
lecting funds. The recommenda-
tions of the Venice Commission
of the Council of Europe in 2010
have not been applied.

Restrictions on the training of cler-
gy remain in force. Neither
Turkish legislation nor the educa-
tion system provide for private
religious higher education for the
communities. Despite announce-
ments made by the authorities, the
Greek Orthodox Seminar at Halki
(Heybeliada) is still closed. The
proposal by the Armenian
Patriarch to open a University
department for teaching the
Armenian language has remained
suspended for 5 years. The Syriac
Orthodox community has only the
right to provide some informal
training outside schooling.

Personal documents such as
identity cards contain informa-
tion of a person’s religion (at
birth) which leads to discrimina-
tory practices or harassment by
the local authorities , especially
for people who have converted
from Islam to another religion
and who seek to have this
change shown on their identity
papers. The ruling by the
European Court of human
Rights, handed down in 2012,
that any indication of religion on
identity cards was a violation of
the Convention on Human
Rights has not been applied..
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The “openness” promised to the
Alevis in 2000 has not been put
into effect. The “Cem houses”
are not officially recognised and
Alevis meet difficulties in trying
to create new places of worship.
The Alevis are concerted by the
way their houses have been
marked out in some provinces
and the resulting incidents
threatening them. Some Alevis
associations have filed com-
plaints and some administrative
and legal enquiries are taking
place. The demand to open a
Cem House in the parliament
has been rejected on the grounds
that Alevi members of parlia-
ment can go to the mosque.
Several commemoration cere-
monies have been banned by the
police —sometimes forcibly.
Alevis suffer from discrimina-
tion in their access to public
employment

In general, the non-Moslem reli-
gious communities report dis-
crimination, administrative
uncertainty and obstruction to
the opening of places of wor-
ship. In the (Kurdish) Southeast
especially, the renewal of resi-
dential permits to foreign clergy
have been refused without any
adequate explanation and in an
incoherent manner. Clear criteria
for refusing to renew permits to
reside or work must be estab-
lished.

The Alevi and the other religious
communities have to pay for the
supply of electricity and water to
their places of worship, whereas
the State covers these expenses
for the upkeep of mosques.
These communities have been
targeted by several hate crimes.
The incitement to hatred and to
anti-Semitism is also found in
some TV series and films, with-
out being sanctioned. There is a
culture of intolerance towards
minorities.

The trial of the murderers of

three Protestants at Malatya in
April 2007 is continuing and its
links with the Ergenekon organi-
sation have been alleged follow-
ing the arrests in 2011. No clear
conclusions have yet been made
regarding the murder at Trabzon
in 2006 of Father Santoto, a
Catholic priest. As for the mur-
der of Bishop Padovese, at
Iskanderun in 2010, the case is
still being investigated.

The Syriac community continues
to be exposed to difficulties over
their property rights and land
registers. Legal proceedings are
under way involving both indi-
viduals and religious institu-
tions. The Orthodox monastery
of Mer Gabriel is still undergo-
ing court proceedings over its
property deeds: the Court of
Appeals passed a strongly criti-
cised ruling that quashed the
previous decision of a local court
in favour of the monastery.
Legal proceedings with the
Water and Forests authority
against this monastery have
been brought before the
European Court of Human
Rights, which is due to rule on
the admissibility. All these pro-
ceedings have been initiated by
the State, which has even confis-
cated a considerable number of
properties belonging to the
Roman Catholic Church that,
like the other non-Moslem reli-
gious communities, has no legal
status.

Some progress has been record-
ed since the adoption, in 2008, of
the law regarding foundations
— bit this legislation does not
include “merged” foundations
(taken over by the General
Directorate for Foundations) or
the property confiscated from
Alevi foundations. The case of
Mar Gabriel has aroused con-
cern and Turkey must guarantee
full observance of the property
rights of non-Moslem religious
communities and others.
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Respect and protection of
minorities’ cultural rights.
Turkey has still not endorsed the
Framework Convention for the
protection of national minorities
or the European Charter on
regional languages and minori-
ties,

Several groups, Kurdish or other
languages and some civil organi-
sations have submitted demands
to the Conciliation Committee of
Parliament for lifting, in the new
Constitution of the restrictions
on the use of their mother
tongues.

In June 2012 the Ministry of
National Education published a
new programme for primary
schools that included, an obliga-
tion for schools to add a course
on living languages, like
Kurdish or Cherkassy or some
dialects if at least 10 pupils
asked for this.

Artuklu University, in Mardin,
continues its programme of
Higher Education in Zaza or
Kurmanji  Kurdish.  The
Department of Kurdish lan-
guage and literature at
Alparslan University, at Mus,
continues its optional course on
the  Kurdish  Language.
However, because of a lack of
qualified teachers, the future of
these higher education courses is
not secure.

In December 2011 the Council
for Higher Education (YOK)
approved a demand of Dersim
University (Tunceli) to open a
department of Oriental language
and literature, including Zaza
and Kurmanji Kurdish for a 4
Oyear University degree course.
Recruiting of additional staff is
needed to make this department
fully operational.

A Syriac Language monthly (the
first ever in Turkey) began pub-
lishing in March.

Turkey has achieved some
progress regarding cultural
rights and there are fewer
restrictions on the use of the
Kurdish language in prison or in
the detainees’ correspondence.
However, some laws still restrict
the use of other languages than
Turkish, particularly in the
courts.

The situation in the East and
Southeast (Turkish Kurdistan).
In April 2012, a whole series of
measures to encourage invest-
ment in the less developed
regions and to reduce the dispar-
ity between regions were taken.
The GAP project to “improve the
socio-economic development of
the region” was extended by 5
years. The projects of building
dams is continuing but are criti-
cised as threats to lasting devel-
opment and destroying to the
living conditions of the local
population as well as their his-
torical heritage, the natural habi-
tats, animal and vegetable
species and agricultural land.

Mine clearance of the land is
continuing,.

As far as the Kurds question is
concerned, the reporters note
that this remains “the principal
challenge for democracy in Turkey”
and that the “democratic opening”
announced in 2009 has not been
followed by any results. “The ter-
rorist attacks by the PKK, which is
still on the European Union’s list of
list terrorist organisations” have
significantly increased and are
“strongly condemned” by the
European Union. The investiga-
tion into the Communities of
Kurdistan (KCL) The enquiry
into the Union of Kurdistan
Communities, which I presumed
to be the “urban branch” of the
PKK and its extension has led to
an increasing number of Kurdish
political men affiliated to the
BDP being held in detention.
This includes Mayors and mem-
bers of local councils, which

affects democracy at regional
and local levels as well as their
effective running. According to
official figures, 31 mayors and
226 local representatives are at
present locked up.

The deaths of 34 civilians at
Uludere (Sirnak) on 28
December 2011 during air raids
and the absence of any trans-
parency or public enquiry have
also undermined public confi-
dence. The authorities prevented
NGOs from visiting the places
bombed. In February, a
Parliamentary Human Rights
sub-commission was set up and
legal and administrative
enquiries took place. However,
there are concerns about their
lack of transparency and effec-
tiveness. At the end of February
the Sirnak Public prosecutor sent
the Uludere case to the
Diyarbekir Prosecutor (who is
invested with special powers)
saying that did not come under
his jurisdiction. There has been
no discussion on the political
responsibilities, on the mistakes
or the military intelligence, nor
have the inhabitants received
any direct apologies of excuses
from the military or civil author-
ities.

The EU therefore recommends
that special attention be paid to
maintaining the primacy of law
in the KCK enquiry and that a
public enquiry take place on the
Uludere tragedy.

The Kurdish question, like other
long-lasting problems in Turkey,
could, nevertheless be resolved
by a Constitutional revision.

Thus, between November 2011
and April 2012, a Commission of
Conciliation has thus held public
consultations with a wide range
of parties not represented in
Parliament: State organs, trade
associations, trade Unions, non-
governmental organisations. For
the first time representatives of
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religious minorities were offi-
cially invited to Parliament.

The major challenges of constitu-
tional reform are the separation
of powers, the relations between
the State and religion and civil
society and finally the Kurdish
problem (citizenship, the use of
one’s mother tongue and decen-
tralisation) on which the
Kurdish BDP party was the only
one to adopt a “firm position”
by presenting, in July 2012, a
detailed note on fundamental
rights and freedoms.

The new Constitution must con-
solidate the stability of institu-
tions guaranteeing democracy,
the primacy of law, Human
Rights, the respect and rights of
minorities and resolve long-
standing problems, in particular
the Kurdish question. “On the
whole. The government is commit-
ted to a democratisation of the coun-
try and to political reforms through
working on a new constitution, but
legislation was drafted and adopted
with sufficient preparation and con-
sultation” .

The trail regarding the JHTEM
and Colonel Temizoz regarding
their extra-judicial executions and
the disappearance of people dur-
ing the 90s is continuing in the
Diyarbekir Court for Serious
Crimes. However many of the
cases are approaching the statute
of limitations.

No plan has yet been draw up to
dismantle the Village Guardians
system — that para-military force
of over 45,000 militia paid and
armed by the State.

The refugees and displaced
persons.

Period for carrying out the law for
compensation of losses resulting
from “terrorism and the fight against
terrorism” was extended for anoth-
er year in April. By September,
361,391 demands had been sub-
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mitted to the Commission for
evaluating damages, 305,758 have
been evaluated, 166,158 cases have
received remuneration, and
139,600 have had their demands
rejected. The commission granted
1,230,000,000 € to petitioners who
signed for an out of court settle-
ment. However there are still
delays in payments. Various
claims were rejected by the admin-
istrative courts and certain cases
are pending before the European
Court for Human Rights. It is nec-
essary to examine the effectiveness
of the legislation and the proce-
dure for granting compensation.

The number of people displaced
internally has increased as a
result of the as a result of the
two earthquake at Van in
October and November 2011.
The Tuzla camp for displaced
persons at Mersin, that was set
up 15 years ago, needs to be
improved in terms of provision
of services and housing.
Displaced persons often live in
worse conditions than are the
norm in other camps. Many can-
not be returned to the paces
where they used to live princi-
pally for security reasons, the
Village Guardians system, the
presence of mines a lack of basic
infrastructure as well as the lim-
ited possibilities of employment.
The authorities have not yet pro-
vided any information about any
plans for Rebuilding and town
planning for Van.

On the other hand the report con-
siders that “the Turkish authorities
have shown a high level of efficiency
and operational ability” in facing up
to the continuous inflow of Syrian
refugees into Turkey since the
start of the crisis in Syria. The sta-
tus of temporary Protection, grant-
ed to all the camp residents at the
end of October 2011 now implies
open frontiers, humanitarian assis-
tance and the impossibility of
forcibly sending Syrian citizens
back to their country.

According to official estimates,
the number of Syrian citizens
residing in Turkey is almost
100,000 people. The bulk of them
are in camps and container sites
set op in four Southern
provinces. The general living
conditions in these camps have
been praised by a number of
international observers, includ-
ing the High Commissioner for
Refugees (HCR) and the General
Management of Humanitarian
aid (ECHO). The HCR gave the
Turkish authorities on the spot
help: it followed up and super-
vised the operation of the camps
and, in a consultative capacity,
took care of the procedures of
registration in the registration
centre of Hatay (Antakya).

A growing number of observers
were able to supervise and
report on the situation in the
camps. However, some supple-
mentary efforts are needed to
ensure full transparency and
allow access to the camp instal-
lations to the other actors con-
cerned, particularly the organi-
sations of civil society, very
active in the area of asylum.

The critical situation of the free-
dom of media has been con-
firmed by another report — that
of the Committee for the
Protection of Journalists (CPJ)
entitled “Crisis for the freedom of
the Press in Turkey, Dark days for
the imprisoned Journalists and the
criminalised dissidents” .

The CPJ points out that the editing
of the report was following three
observation and enquiry missions
in Turkey en 2011 and 2012 and
very many meetings with journal-
ists, political observers, and
lawyers. It shows that a total of 76
journalist were detained as of 1%
August 2012, of whom at least 61
were there for having exercised
their profession, principally for
having covered politically sensi-
tive subjects connected with “ter-




n° 331 ¢ October 2012

* 6 * Information and liaison bulletin

rorism” and reported or covered
the activities of banned groups or
associations. Another 15 cases are
less clear and investigations are
still being made into the reasons
for their imprisonment.

Of these prisoners, 30% are
accused of having take part in
anti-government “conspiracies” or
of being members of banned
organisations. Some are accused of
being linked to Ergenekon, that
ultra-nationalist conspiracy that
had aimed a coup d’état, but jour-
nalists who were just enquiring
into the procedure were accused
of trying to create “social chaos”
by their articles, This was the case
with Ahmet Sik and Nedim Sener,
who remained in detention for
over a year before being released
pending trial. They had, indeed,
written a book about the
Ergenekon case. Ahmet $ik had
also written a book on the grow-
ing influence of the religious
brotherhood Fetuhllah Giilen in
Turkish society and Nedim Sener
another work on highlighting the
failing in the state’s enquiry into
the murder of Hrant Dink.

The massive use of preventive
detention must also be pointed
out, since many journalists spend
long months in prison pending
trial or even in the course of the
preliminary enquiries. Moreover
% of the journalists whose cases
were studied by the CPJ were not
found guilty but are still waiting
behind bars for the end of the
procedures. In 2011 there were
between 3000 and 5000 there
criminal cases regarding journal-
ists awaiting trial. This “tempo-
rary” detention can, sometimes
last as long that the prison sen-
tence the charge incurs: Fiisiin
Erdogan, General Manager of a
Left wing radio station Ozgur
(Freedom) has this spent 6 years
behind bars, without trial. During
their detention the accused can be
placed in solitary confinement,
deprived of meetings with their

lawyers and access to the charge
files.

This figure of 76 journalists
detained brings Turkey back to
the level of the 90s, during the
“dirty war” against the Kurds,
since in 1996 the number had
reached 78. If these figures are
taken as criteria, Turkey has now
outstripped Iran (43), Eritrea (28)
and China (27) and there are all
the signs of a spectacular accelera-
tion of this policy, since 2/3 of the
journalists were arrested between
2011 and 2012.

The report also confirms the pre-
dominance of Kurds among these
journalists (about 20%) —general-
ly they are all accused of member-
ship of the PKK or the KCK or else
of passing on their propaganda.
The press organs most targeted
are the Dicle news agency, the
Turkish language daily Ozgiir
Gindem and the Kurdish lan-
guage daily Azadiya Welat. The
Anti-Terrorist Law and its “prolif-
ic use” enable prosecutors to
charge and imprison journalists,
identifying any political support
or sympathy with active member-
ship and “terrorist” activity.
Merely writing about the PKK is
tantamount to “collaborating with
the PKK”. Meeting or interviewing
certain well known political peo-
ple can be identified as a crime.
Yayip Temel, Chief Editor of
Azadiya Welat, faces 22 years jail
as he is accused of membership of
KCK. The only evidence against
him is his publications, phone
calls with colleagues and sources,
including members of Kurdish
political parties.

“The government still uses the anti-
quated laws of the period following
the 1980 coup d’état” explains
Mehmed Ali Birand, Chief editor
of the News Department of Kanal
D. “These laws were drawn p in such
a way that they are open to any kind
of interpretation. A judge can read
them from left to right and another
from right to left. You can never tell.

That is why we are always afraid of
facing problems of one kind or anoth-
er”.

The terms the press must use to
describe the Kurdish conflict are
increasingly subject to censorship.
This, this year, the State Council
forbade television from using the
word “guerrilla” considering that
this could “legitimate the terrorists
and terrorism”. Another reform
adopted, leading to self-censor-
ship, is the possibility of suspend-
ing proceedings against a journal-
ist — on condition that he does
not repeat the same offense for 3
years. Moreover, the AKP has pro-
posed another Constitutional
amendment to restrict press free-
dom so as to “protect national secu-
rity, public order, moral order, the
rights of others, family and private
life, avoid crimes ensure the indepen-
dence and impartiality of Justice, pre-
vent bellicosity, discrimination, hos-
tility and the propagation of any form
of hostility, resentment and hatred” .

Thus the editorial writer Nuray
Mert was subjected to personal
attack by the Prime Minister,
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who dis-
liked her criticism of the govern-
ment’s Kurdish policy before the
European Parliament, which he
considered an act of “treason”.
Nuray Mert was then virtually
publicly lynched, with physical
threats that finally led her employ-
ers to cancel her television pro-
gramme and the publication of his
editorials. She this told the CPL
reporters that she had been made
the object of intimidation, of hav-
ing received hateful and sexist
mail, of being accused of support-
ing “Kurdish terrorists”. She
found that her luggage was inex-
plicably searched when she trav-
elled and that here private tele-
phone conversations had been
tapped and sometimes recorded
and published on Web sites and
some newspapers to prove her
collusion with the KCK. Other TV
channels stopped inviting her
their sets from fear of reprisals.




n° 331 ¢ October 2012

Information and liaison bulletin * 7 *

IRAQI KURDISTAN:

TOWARDS SELF-MANAGEMENT OF KURDISH HYDROCARBONS

ayments to oil compa-

nies  working in

Kurdistan that Iraq had

left pending since last

April started at the
beginning of October,
announced the Deputy Prime
Minister Roj Shawais, mention-
ing a sum of 650 million US dol-
lars.

Three days later, on 5 October,
the President of the oil company
Genel Energy, Mehmet Sepil
stated that, in the event of Iraq's
debts not being settled he would
advise the Kurdistan Regional
Government to against stop
exports of crude. However, on 8
October this tone was softened,
Genel Energy calmed down by
announcing that it intended con-
tinuing its exports since the
promised payments had been
made. The KRG had, moreover,
made the point that it was
expecting another payment of
350 billion Iraqi Dinars.

Of the 170,000 barrels per day
that Kurdistan provided to the
central government, Genel
Energy produced 110,000from
the TaqTaq and Tawke fields
(which could reach an output of
over 90,000 bpd). The company
complains it hasn’t been paid for
all the oil exported from 2009 to
2011 and the same applied to the
other operating companies like
the Norwegian DNO.

However, the relative easing of
the Kurdo-Iraqi conflict over for-
eign contracts may not last very
long, to the extent that the
investors will be called upon to
choose between Baghdad’s
approval or cooperation with
Irbil or else will opt of their own
accord to for the one or the other
of these options. Very often con-
tradictory statements are issued
by Baghdad or Irbil respectively

on the maintaining or cancelling
of contracts signed with
Kurdistan and foreign compa-
nies and of companies having
interests in both Iraq and the
Kurdish Region.

This is the case with
ExxonMobil, about which the
government has several times
announced that it had given up
its investments in Kurdistan
while the KRG asserts the oppo-
site and the investors concerned
refuse to make any comments.
This American giant was one of
the first to sign contracts with
the Kurds without the approval
of the Maliki government and
“Diplomatic circles” reported
last month that this company
might give up its activity in Iraq
to invest more in Kurdistan.
ExxonMobil is said to be dissat-
isfied at the profits gained from
its operations in the Qurna-West
field and hopes for better invest-
ments in the Kurdish region,
especially as the central govern-
ment is constantly threatening to
cancel this contract if the
Americans persist in their nego-
tiations with the Kurds. The
company has also complained,
as have other foreign operators,
of deficient infrastructures in
Iraq and delays in payment as
well as bureaucratic hassles that
hamper its activity. This Exxon
might dispose of 60% of its share
in the Qurna-West 1 field if it
found a buyer who would
enable it to get our quickly.

Moreover, according to the
weekly Nefte Compass, that spe-
cialises in fuel and power issues,
Baghdad could have envisaged
ousting ExxonMobil in favour of
Russian companies like LUKOIL
and Gazprom Neft, after a meet-
ing between Prime Minister
Nuri al-Maliki and Vladimir
Putin, even though no official

statement was made on the sub-
ject. A LUKOI: spokesman even
denied any intention of increas-
ing their investments in Iraq, in
particular by acquiring addition-
al shares of the Qurna-Westl
field and declared that they
were satisfied with their current
share in Iraq. Gazprom, for its
part, once again refused any
confirmation or denial.

To add to the confusion, other
Iraqi voices are making them-
selves heard, asking Washington
to encourage Exxon to remain in
the South. This is true of the
Iraqi Ambassador to the United
States who has warned that the
companies  withdraw to
Kurdistan could aggravate ten-
sions with the Kurds.

“The American government must
put pressure on this company”
thus stated to the press Jabir
Habib during a conference that
took place at the Centre for
International and Strategic
Studies.

Relating a discussion he had had
with an American political lead-
er responsible for fuel and
power issues, the Iraqi ambas-
sador had been answered that
the State did not have much
margin or manoeuvre on
Exxon’s policies, whose deci-
sions mainly depended on its
shareholders. To this Jabir Habib
had retorted that the current
conflict could have such political
and social repercussions that
they could also be subjects of
concern for the shareholders. In
this taking an openly opposite
view to some vindictive state-
ments in his own government,
particularly from Deputy Prime
Minister Hussein Sharistani, the
Ambassador affirmed the deter-
mination of his country to Keep
Exxon as operator in Southern
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Iraq: “We prefer that they be there
and, I think, that the oil bearing
potential in Southern Iraq is incom-
parably better than in Northern Iraq
and I think that they understand
this fact”.

As for the Russian company
Gazprom Neft, put forward as a
possible for replacing Exxon,
there as also contradictory
rumours around abbot its invest-
ments in Kurdistan. Sources
close to the Iraqi government
state that it had frozen its pro-
jects for the Region but others,
from the company itself (but
without the spokesman directly
express himself on the subject)
have denied this, indicating that
they were also interested in the
Kurdish oil. The KRG
spokesman, for his part stated
that Gazprom had given them to
understand that the contracts
they had signed were still valid.
(Reuters).

For its part, not satisfied with
signing contracts with foreign
companies, the KRG has started
to sell its own crude directly on
the international markets, thus
opening the way to economic
self-management whereby the
Regions would no longer be eco-
nomically dependant on the

more or less good relations
between Irbil and Baghdad.
Moreover, while the threats of
retaliation to ExxonMobil have
never been followed through, it
is even more unlikely that
Baghdad try sanctions against
Trafigura and Vitol, the two
largest oil brokers in the world,
on which Iraq depends as much
for its imports of petrol and
diesel fuels as for the sale of its
own crude.

Thus last month Trafigura load-
ed up its first cargo of light
crude oil (condensate) that had
previously been transported
from Kurdistan to Turkey by lor-
ries. Vitol followed suite with
13,228 tons of condensate (val-
ued at $ 890 per ton — all with-
out any approval from Baghdad,
whose usual protests had not
given rise any comment from the
two companies.

Nothing seems to deflect the
Kurds’ determination to manage
an sell their own natural
resources and, for the moment,
one is obliged to recognise that
phases of the energy conflict,
with its trials of strength and its
truces, have enabled them to
position themselves favourably,
even though there natural

resources might seem slight
compared with Iraq’s enormous
production. Yet the Region
seems increasingly promising
both for exploration and for pro-
duction while its political and
economic situation in incompa-
rably more stable that that of
Iraq.

Furthermore al-Maliki’s political
choices (for example his support
of he Syrian regime and his
alleged closeness o Iran) could
harm Iraq’s relations with the
region’s other countries. These,
like Turkey, could well drop
their reservations and deal
directly with he Kurdish region,
hitherto long considered a factor
of disorder and separatism.

This very month Dubai and the
United Arab Emirates
announced that they would help
Iraqi Kurdistan to open in the
near future, its own financial
market. Abdullah Abdulrahim,
the head of the Irbil market con-
firmed to the daily paper Rudaw,
the signature of a 3-year protocol
of understanding with the Dubai
Financial Market (DFM) to bene-
fit from help in technical exper-
tise for setting up, in the next 6
months a stock exchange.

SYRIA:

MASHAAL TAMMO WAS INDEED ASSASSINATED ON STATE ORDERS

he TV channel Al-
Arabiyya reported docu-
ments proving that the
Syrian State was the orig-
inator of the assassina-
tion of the Kurdish politician
Mashaal Tammo.

A document revealed by the chan-
nel establishes that an order had
been issued by Colonel Saqr
Mannoun on 3 October 2011 in
obedience to the Presidential
Palace.

The order was sent to a member of

the Air Force Intelligence Service,
Colonel Jawsat Hasan, who is
charged to go to Hassaké Province,
without delay, to execute Mashaal
Tammo and return immediately.
Mashaal Tammo had already
escaped two attempts at his life
and his party had urged him to
leave the country. Another politi-
cal leader, Eman Eddin Rasheed,
who runs the Syrian National
Rally’s National Committee,
speaking on the on the d'Al-
Arabiyya set, said that he had spo-
ken to the Kurdish leader the
morning of his death to ask to

leave the country and Mashaal
Temmo had replied that he would
remain till the Friday demonstra-
tions and then leave. He was killed
at2 pm.

An undated document stamped
“Top Secret” was sent by Colonel
Saqr Mannoun to Bashar al-Assad
confirming Tammo’s mender and
mentioning an order from the
President dated 22 November
2011.

Information received by the secret
services about a meeting of the
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Kurdish opposition, including
Mashaal Tammo, his son and
Zahida Rashkilio at Qamishlo led
the Armed forces to carry out a
raid on the meeting place. The
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document says that all the people
present had been eliminated.

Moreover the document records
the motive of the operation: lead

the Turkish authorities to adopt a
neutral and cooperative attitude
regarding the Syrian crisis.

CULTURE:

“SILENCE MUSIC IN TURKEY”

n 25 and 26 October

2012, the First

International

Conference of Freedom

of artistic expression
took place in Oslo. This was enti-
tled “All that is banned is
desired” and was organised by
the Norwegian Fritt Ord
Foundation and the NGO
Freemuse — the World Forum
on Music and Censorship,
whose offices are in Copenhagen
and that is active in favour of
Freedom of expression for musi-
cians, singers, performers and
composers throughout the
world.

On this occasion, the Initiative
for Freedom of Expression in
Istanbul prepared an 19-page
pamphlet that it distributed dur-
ing the conference: “Silencing
Music in Turkey” that made an
inventory of the violations of
this freedom of expression and
the forms of intimidation and
pressure both against the artists
and their public that had taken
place in Turkey over the last 12
months.

The Kurds, especially in the
Dersim region, are amongst
those most exposed to these vio-
lations be they from the authori-
ties or the population.

- On 23 December 2011, at Izmir,
a young Kurd, Gazi Akbayir,
was killed in a bar for having
asked to hear a song in Zaza. At
the end of the song he was taken
to task by the spectators and
replied that he had the right to
listen to a song in his mother
tongue. He was then attacked

with knives and was finally fired
at as he was trying to run away
in his car. He was dead on
arrival at the hospital.

- On 12 February 2012, 6 stu-
dents were given prison sen-
tences of between 1 and 3 years
for “membership of a terrorist
organisation” because they had
sold tickets for a group called
Yorum (which is not a banned
group) at Malatya.

- On 24 February 2012, the
mayor of Pertel (Dersim), Kenan
Gehin, was also subjected to
legal proceedings for having
attended a concert by the same
group at Dersim’s Ataturk
Stadium on 20 July 2011. He had
been seen shouting slogans and
waving a banner. Kenen Cetin
faces 2 years imprisonment if
found guilty of justifying crimi-
nals or crimes.

- The Second chamber of the
Erzurum Criminal Court sen-
tenced the Kurdish singer Hemé
Geci to 10 months jail for “propa-
ganda in favour of a terrorist organ-
isation”. At Newroz 2010 he had
sung at Kars some songs that the
denied were propaganda but
verses in favour of freedom of
expression. He has appealed
against this.

- On 8 March 2012, 17 co-
detainees at the Kocaeli prison,
were given 3 months additional
detention for disciplinary rea-
sons — that is having “sung and
danced illegally”. Moreover,
Hatice Sahin and Dogan Sahin
Ermis should have been released
on 23 and 24 February 2012, but
their detention had been extend-
ed during an enquiry into these
unwelcome artistic perfor-
mances, as Hatip explained in a

letter addressed to the Istanbul
IHD (Association for Human
Rights: “I have now been in prison
for 7 years. My sentence ended on
23 February but I still have not been
released. - The guards have started
an enquiry because I sang in my
mother tongue, Kurdish, and this is
why I am still here. They say that I
will not leave so long as the enquiry
has not be ended”.

- On may 11 2012, new legal pro-
ceedings were against begun
Penar Aydinlar and two mem-
bers of the group Munzue
Group, Oalem Geroek and
Erkan Duman. The prosecution
asked for between 1 and 5 years
jail for terrorist propaganda
because, during the Munzur
Festival in Dersim, the names of
Ali Haydar Yildiz and Ibrahim
Kaypakkaya (members of the
TIKKO revolutionary move-
ment, who died in 1973) were
mentioned in the songs:
'Ibrahim’e Agit’, “Ali Haydar’
and ‘Kirmizi Gul'. Moreover, a
group of spectators waved
posters of Ibrahim Kaypakkay
and of Mao Tze Tung, shouting
“The martyrs of Ovacik are
immortal”, "Mahir, Hiiseyin,
Ulas, fight on till liberation",
"Giiler Zere is immortal”,
“Oppression cannot stop us”
and “Our leader is Ibrahim
Kaypakkaya" which led the
Prosecution to claim that the
accused had changed a concert
in to a political demonstration
and that the accused had
thanked the audience. The case
has been suspended for 3 years
because of the judicial reform
that exempted the perpetrators
of such offences from
Prosecution provided they did
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not repeat the offence in the fol-
lowing 3 years.

- On 26 may 2012, some students,
Ziilkiif Akelma, Yavuz Kilig¢ and
Ozgiir Yildirmm were subjected to
police investigation for having
sung the Kurdish song "Herne
Pesh" at a meeting organised by
the Turkish Union of Medical
Students. They are thus accused of
PKK propaganda. In fact,

although "Herne Pesh" is a song
popular with the guerrillas, it
originally was a poem by
Cergerxwin, written in the 40s that
had been made popular by the
singer Sivan in 1977. The Yorum
group made a recording of it in
1995 (with the approval of the
Minister of Culture) and can be
found on sale absolutely every-
where.

- On 29 June 2012, the Kurdish
singer Ferhat Tung was sentenced
by the 3rd Chamber of the
Malatya Criminal Court to 2 years
imprisonment for propaganda for
an illegal movement, the MKP
(Maoist Communist Party).
During a May Day Concert he had
paid tribute to the “revolutionary
spirit” of Deniz Gezmis, Mahir
Cayan, et Ibrahim Kaypakkaya.
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Syria’s Kurds prepare for life
after Assad

: By LOVEDAY MORRIS
i in al-Hassaka, Syria

single patrol car sits out-
side the new police sta-
tion in the town of
! Girkilige in Syria’s oil-produ-
! cing heartland, the lettering on
i its side freshly painted in the
i Kurdish language.

! From the dilapidated three-
i roomed building, once a
i government-owned pumping
i station, Rayzan Turkmani, a
i clean-cut young man toting a
i Kalashnikov rifle, heads a rag-
i tag force of 140 local volun-
i teers. He explains plans to open
! a training academy for recruits
i within the month.

i “It’s an emergency situation, so
i we have to move fast,” he says.
¢ “We are working for autonomy,
i and to manage ourselves ... We
i must be ready when the regime
{ falls.”

i Syria’s approximately 1.7m
{ Kurds, nearly 10 per cent of the
population, are the only group
i with a history of organised
i opposition to President Bashar
i al-Assad’s regime but while
i many towns have seen anti-
i government protests during the
i 18-month uprising, they have
i refrained from joining the
i armed opposition.

i As the uprising has evolved,
{ however, the Kurds — largely
! concentrated in the country’s
! north-east, which holds a signi-
ficant portion of Syria’s limited
i but vital oil reserves — have
i been quietly preparing for a
i post-Assad future, opening
i police stations, courts and local
i councils that they hope will
i form the foundations of an
i autonomous region.

The proliferation of newly hung
i Kurdish flags and signs in the
i mother tongue in al-Hassaka
! province give the impression of
! liberation after years of rule
{ under the Ba’ath party, which
%expropriated land in Kurdish
i areas, suppressed expressions

of Kurdish identity and arrested
thousands of Kurdish activists,
especially after riots shook the
Kurdish areas in 2004.

But the effort at self-gover-
nance is taking place while the
regime troops maintain a pre-
sence in many of the region’s
towns and cities, appearing to
turn a blind eye to what would
have previously been an
unthinkable threat to its power.

Mr Turkmani points to a buil-
ding a few hundred metres
away, where the two-starred
Syrian state flag flutters over-
head.

“Bashar’s police station,” he
says. “They just play cards all
day. They have nothing to do.”

The state’s inaction may be a
strategic move to avoid opening
up another front of conflict or,
as many in the Syrian opposi-
tion say, could be designed to
invigorate the Kurdish separa-
tist movement in Turkey in
order to rattle Ankara as it fun-
nels support to the rebel Free
Syrian Army.

Turkey, once a friend of the
Assad regime but now one of its
chief outside opponents, has
expressed concerns that new
institutions in the region are
dominated by the Democratic
Union party (PYD), which is
known for its close links to the
Kurdistan Workers’ party
(PKK). The PKK is listed as a
terrorist organisation by the EU
and US, and its militants have
stepped up their campaign in
eastern Turkey in recent
months.

Tensions have been rising along
the Turkish-Syrian border in
recent weeks. On Tuesday a
government official from the
Turkish province of Mardin
said that Turkish troops had
shot and killed two “terrorists”
and wounded a third while
returning fire on militants who
were attempting to enter the
country.

Rami Abdel Rahman of the
Syrian Observatory for Human

Rights, an activist group, told
the French news agency, AFP,
that the three men were PYD
members.

Portraits of Abdullah Ocalan,
the incarcerated PKK leader,
gaze down from the walls of
newly opened local council
buildings in Girkilige, where
citizens queue to sign up for
handouts sent from Iraq or to
seek arbitration in local dis-
putes.

“He is a hero for all Kurds,” says
Daham Ali, a committee mem-
ber at the freshly opened Mala
Gel, or People’s House, in the
town of Derik, which lies in the
foothills of the mountains on
the Turkish border, reeling off
the names of Syrians who have
died in the insurgency against
Turkey.

Rival parties say the group
lacks significant support and
accuse the PYD of working in
collaboration with the Assad
regime — a claim the party
denies.

“We cannot kiss the hand that
kills us,” PYD leader Saleh
Muslim Mohammed, says,
adding that hundreds of the
party’s members still languish
in regime jails.

But as fledgling institutions
take root, the PYD’s political
dominance is causing friction
on the ground.

“Ocalan’s school works only in
oppression and propaganda for
the youth to take guns and
fight,” said Mohammed Ismail,
leader of the Kurdish
Democratic party. A picture of
him meeting the president of
Iraqi Kurdistan, Masoud
Barzani, who is backing some of

A handout image made
available by Syrian
Arab News Agency
shows President Bashar
al-Assad attending the
Eid al-Fitr prayers at the :
Al-Hamad Mosque in i
Mohajirin quarter, in
Damascus

the Kurdish rivals to the PYD,
sits on a shelf behind him.
“Barzani has never used terro- i
rism, never bombed a restau- :
rant,” he says. H

As Mr Ismail talks he receives a
phone call, after which he says a :
young activist from his party :
has been detained by the PYD ‘i
at a demonstration.

“This happens — they take peo- i
ple, they disappear for a few :
days,” he says. “Maybe they :
release them, maybe they :
don’t.” i

Opposing parties now hold :
separate demonstrations
against the regime, and some !
express concern that frictiong
might spill over into conflict.

But in the meantime the PYD is
the one that appears to be:
consolidating control. :

At a party youth rally in Derik,
the speaker rouses the crowd :
with a message from Mr Ocalan
to the Syrian Kurds, which he :
says was given to a lawyer on a
recent prison visit. H

“You must not be with Assad,
you must not be with the oppo- :
sition, you must be the third :
power in Syria,” he quotes Mr :
Ocalan as saying. “You must :
prepare 15,000 soldiers to pro- !
tect the Kurdish areas. If you !
don’t take this strategy you will
be crushed ... Every young Kurd :
must prepare themselves to :
join up and protect their i
motherland.” H
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Syria's Kurds Build Enclaves
as War Rages

Oppressed Group Gains New Freedoms With Help of Political Alliance, Militia

By JOE PARKINSON

ERIK, Syria—A teacher's request

sends a dozen young arms skyward,
with high-pitched pleas to showcase new
skills. One by one, the excited pupils walk to
the front of their dusty classroom to recite or
write in Kurdish—a language outlawed from
public life in Syria.

While civil war has shut many schools
across the country, here in the Kurdish-
dominated northeast, education is expan-
ding into new territory—just one way in
which the Assad regime's focus on fighting
rebels in the biggest cities has allowed the
emergence of autonomous Kurdish
enclaves.

"Until now the regime closed Kurdish
eyes and mouths. Now we are shouting to
them that we will have our rights and they
won't be taken away," said Ciwan Derik, a
50-year-old teacher.

A profound shift in political power is
taking place in this remote corner of Syria,
reshaping the country in ways that will be
very difficult to reverse, and sending shock
waves through the region.

Kurdish political parties backed by
paramilitary groups have taken control of
much of the 250-mile-wide swath of nor-
thern Syria, from Iraq in the east to Turkey
in the West, that is the heartland of the
country's oil industry.

Syrian forces are still keeping watch in
the area, and their military bases remain.
But many troops have left as President
Bashar al-Assad concentrates his military
on battling opposition fighters in the largest
cities, Aleppo and Damascus. The few
troops remaining are keeping a low profile.

Syria's long-oppressed Kurds have was-
ted no time filling the vacuum.

Before the uprising began, members of
Syria's Kurdish population of about two

million people were denied full citizenship
rights, forcibly displaced and arbitrarily
detained.

Now, red, green and yellow-banded
Kurdish flags can be seen above municipal
buildings. Kurds are policing their own
towns and cities. Kurdish political parties
control the distribution of food, water and
fuel, and have set up their own makeshift
courts. Kurdish paramilitary forces are trai-
ning in camps in northeastern Syria and
across the border in northern Iraq.

Teaching Kurdish, which was illegal for
four decades under the Assad regime and
could bring in imprisonment and torture, is
now a growth industry.

In the province around Derik, known in
Arabic as al-Hassaka, Kurdish classes are
now offered five times a week, while the
number of students has swelled from a
handful in November to more than 600 in
the city and surrounding villages.

Syrian Kurds' aspirations for self-rule
have potentially seismic consequences for
Syria's neighbors, which have long suppres-
sed nationalist sentiments among their own
sizable Kurdish populations.

More than 30 million Kurds live across
an area that includes parts of Turkey, Iraq
and Iran as well as Syria. Kurds speak mul-
tiple dialects and are represented by a ple-
thora of often opposing political parties and
organizations. Yet they have also managed
to maintain a separate identity, if partly due
to the lines Arabs, Turks and Iranians have
drawn to separate themselves from Kurdish
communities.

The emergent political power in this
Kurdish region of Syria is the Democratic
Union Party, or PYD, founded in 2003 by
Kurdish nationalists. The PYD is the senior
partner in a delicate alliance with a long-
time rival, the Kurdish National Council,
following a deal brokered in July by

Ayla Albayrak / The Wall Street Journal
Students study the Kurdish language
in Derik.

Ayla Albayrak/The Wall Streer Journal
Kurds in Qamishli, Syria, call on Turkey

Massoud Barzani, the president of Iraq's
Kurdistan Regional Government.

The Syrian Kurdish alliance has since
asked Iraqi Kurdish officials to let them use
two paramilitary training camps in nor-
thern Iraq.

Meanwhile, Turkish officials have
repeatedly said they were alarmed by the
PYD's close ties to the Kurdistan Workers'
Party, or PKK, which has been fighting for
Kurdish self-rule in southeast Turkey since
1984. Ankara has accused Mr. Assad of
arming the PYD and has threatened mili-
tary intervention to stem any threat to
Turkey.

Kurdish leaders in Syria deny any natio-
nalist intentions. But there is growing talk
of independence, and Syrian state buildings
now house signs of emerging Kurdish
power.

At the village of Gerbala on the border
with Iraq, a government military post is
now guarded by scores of Kurdish militia-
men loyal to the PYD, and armed with
Kalashnikovs and a 47-calibre machine gun
mounted on a pickup.

Beyond the checkpoints, the Kurdish
villages that dot the yellowed-grass hills are
using newfound freedom to raise crops on
land their forefathers worked decades ago
before President Assad's father and prede-
cessor insisted their farmland could only be
cultivated by the military.

Previously restricted to building mud
brick houses, villagers are also building
concrete homes for friends and family who
have fled fighting elsewhere in Syria.

Iman Hamadi, a 36-year-old Kurdish
housewife from the besieged majority
Sunni town of Zabadani near the Lebanese
border, said she paid 100,000 Syrian
pounds ($1,490) to be smuggled to the
Kurdish region with her husband and nine
children. "We came here because >
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> people were dying from the shelling and
we have family here and it is safer," she
said, as three builders laid blocks for two
new houses in the searing sun.

Optimism may be in greater supply here
than other parts of Syria, but the economic
cost of war has still taken its toll. Spending
and the value of the Syrian pound have col-
lapsed, while employment has dried up.
Thousands of young men have fled to refu-
gee camps in Iraq to seek shelter and to look
for jobs.

Abdullah Dumu, 38, said demand at his
hardware store in Derik has fallen more
than 70% while costs have surged.

But he sees a silver lining. "We used to
be reliant on the rest of the country for eve-
rything and now we're learning something
different; that is good practice for the
future," he said.

In Derik, known as al-Malikiyah in
Arabic, a town of around 80,000 some 20
miles from the Iraqi border, a former state
courthouse and a military training school
have been converted into a Kurdish center
by the PYD. Party officials each morning
offer arbitration on disputes over money,
marriage and other matters.

The goal is to make Kurdish autonomy a
permanent political reality. "We are trying
to expand our influence very slowly, that is
the strategy," said PYD leader Salih Muslim
Mohammed, 64. "Now we have our
influence in the Kurdish areas and we will
try to keep them quiet, until the regime
changes. If we need to fight to defend our-
selves, we can."

At the entrance to town, Kurdish volun-
teers armed with Kalashnikovs manned a
checkpoint. "After the state left, there was
chaos and we set up this checkpoint.
Everyone here is ready to defend ourselves
if we need to," said Ekrem Kefi, a 48-year-

Ayla Albayrak /The Wall Street Journal
Ekrem Kefi, left, a 48-year-old plasterer
from Derik, works a 12-hour shift every
three days at the checkpoint at the
entrance to the town.

old plasterer from Derik who works a 12-
hour shift at the checkpoint every three
days.

The power Kurdish groups have amas-
sed here remains diffuse and precarious. In
Kurdish-controlled towns, the apparatus of
the Syrian state operates in tandem with the
new administration. Damascus still collects
taxes and pays the wages of most state
employees. Christian mayors and bureau-
crats loyal to President Assad still ply their
trade, while the portraits of Syria's presi-
dent remain on the walls of some state buil-
dings.

Asked who was running government
services in Derik, Jwan Tatar, a 25-year-old
state-employed engineer, said simply: "It is
50-50."

On the Turkish border, in Qamishli, the
regional capital, Kurds make up the majo-
rity of the 200,000 residents, but they
control only portions of the city, a patch-
work of Kurds, Christians and Arabs. Mr.
Assad's forces are present in large numbers.
Government checkpoints ring the city, and

men from the feared state intelligence
agency, the mukhabarat, walk the streets.

The visibility of the regime and the lar-
gely bloodless manner in which the PYD
emerged to lead the Kurds' push for auto-
nomy have sparked accusations. Turkish
officials said Mr. Assad allowed Syrian
Kurds greater sway in a plot to empower the
PKK rebels in Turkey, as retaliation against
Ankara for letting the rebel Free Syrian
Army operate on its southern border.

The PYD rejects that claim, stressing
that its members were persecuted by the
regime for four decades, with many impri-
soned or still missing. The party says it is
closely affiliated with the PKK but denies
that PKK fighters have been called to Syria
to bolster its forces. Kurdish groups and
residents said the PYD is strengthening its
capacity by actively recruiting and collec-
ting donations from residents.

Nevertheless, once-banned PKK propa-
ganda has proliferated across the region.
Images of PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan, jai-
led in Turkey jail since 1999, are plastered
across municipal buildings controlled by
Kurdish politicians. Locals wear pins with
the face of the leader, who is referred to
here by the more affectionate abbreviation,
"Apo."

The expanding militarization of militia
groups also marks a source of tension bet-
ween Kurdish parties and could likely be
viewed as a provocation by Syria's neigh-
bors.

"Of course, our defense forces are get-
ting stronger. They are now in the thou-
sands. We are collecting money from the
Kurds to fund them," said Sophi Ali Alias, a
construction company owner and member
of a PYD-affiliated group called Tevdem,
now working as a public official in Derik.
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The Kurdish Problem In Turkey’s Syria Problem

By Marc Champion

IT ISN'T yet clear who fired shells from Syria into Turkey, killing a
mother and four children, or why. But if Turkey is going to launch a
major incursion across the border between the two countries, be
sure that the proximate reason wouldn't simply be border security
or support for the rebel Free Syrian Army -- it would also be about
crushing Kurdish militants.

Turkey's government had little choice but to respond in kind to the
shelling from Syria, otherwise it would have come in for a shellacking
at home for being weak. It's worth pointing out, though, that it acted
in altered political circumstances at home. Today parliament passed of
a bill that, for the next year, gives Prime Minister Recep Tayyip
Erdogan the right to send troops into "foreign countries" without leg-
islative approval.

Significantly, the date on the draft bill is Sept. 20. This means it pre-
dates the shelling incident. And next week parliament will take up the
extension of a similar bill authorizing Turkish forces to enter Iraq. And
bear in mind that the biggest security issue under discussion among

Turks in recent weeks and months has not been Syria's uprising, but
militant ethnic Kurds. And with reason.

The Syria crisis has reopened the region's Kurdish question, rekindling
hope among some Kurds that their 30 million-strong nation, divided
between Turkey, Syria, Iraq and Iran, could emerge from the chaos
with their own state, or at least a lot more autonomy.

Since the Syrian crisis developed into a civil war, insurgents from the
Kurdistan Workers' Party, better known as the PKK, have launched their
most intense guerrilla campaign against Turkish security forces since
the 1990s. At the same time, Kurds in Syria have taken advantage of
the turmoil there to start planting Kurdish flags in towns along Turkey's
border and declaring a de facto autonomy.

Turkey believes Syria's Kurds are abetting the PKK, with encourage-
ment from Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad.

Erdogan isn't ready to invade any of Turkey's neighbors. But the mix is
increasingly volatile, bringing the potential for larger Turkish military
action closer. &
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Turquie: 12 rebelles kurdes tués lors de combats
a la frontiere irakienne

DIYARBAKIR (Turquie), 02 octobre 2012 (AFP)

DOUZE REBELLES kurdes du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK)
ont été abattus mardi lors de combats avec les forces de sécurité turques
a la frontiére irakienne, dans le sud-est de la Turquie, ont affirmé des
sources locales.

L'accrochage s'est produit prés de la localité de Semdinli, dans la province de
Hakkari, ou d'intenses affrontements opposent armée et rebelles depuis plu-
sieurs semaines, selon ces sources.

Les forces de sécurité ont ouvert le feu sur les rebelles alors que ceux-Ci
s'apprétaient a entrer en Turquie depuis I'lrak, tuant douze d'entre eux dont deux
femmes, ont-elles ajouté.

Plusieurs armes et de nombreuses munitions ont été récupérées aupres des

corps des rebelles tués, ont indiqué les services du gouverneur de Hakkari dans
un communiqué cité par I'agence de presse Anatolie.

Le PKK a multiplié cet été ses attaques contre les forces de sécurité, qui ont
répondu par des déploiements de troupes massifs, de vastes opérations et des
bombardements de positions des rebelles dans le nord de [I'lrak.

Les rebelles utilisent les montagnes du nord de I'lrak comme bases de repli
aprés leurs opérations en Turquie.

Le Premier ministre turc Recep Tayyip Erdogan a affirmé la semaine derniére
que 144 membres des forces de sécurité et 239 rebelles du PKK avaient été
tués depuis le début de I'année.

Deux rebelles ont également été abattus mardi a la frontiére syrienne alors qu'ils
tentaient de pénétrer en Turquie, selon les autorités turques. 0

Newsday

Turkey authorizes
military operations in
Syria

Turkey fires artillery at Syria after 5 civil-
ians killed in Turkish border village

A Turkish soldier steps out of an armoured vehicle in the sou-
thern border town of Akcakale on Thursday. Turkish parlia-
ment has given approval for the deployment of Turkish
troops beyond its borders.

By MEHMET GUZEL & SUZAN FRASER / Associated Press

urkey sanctioned further military action against Syria on

Thursday and bombarded targets across the border with
artillery for a second day, raising the stakes in a conflict that
increasingly is bleeding outside Syrian territory.

Although both sides moved to calm tensions, Turkey's parlia-
ment approved a bill allowing the military to conduct cross-
border operations into Syria - making clear that Ankara has
military options that do not involve its Western or Arab allies.

It was the most dramatic escalation in tensions between the
countries, which were close allies before the revolt against
Syrian President Bashar Assad began in March 2011. Over the
past 18 months, however, Turkey has become one of the stron-
gest critics of the Syrian regime, accusing it of savagery and
massacres against the opposition.

Smoke rises after the shelling attack in Akcakale, Turkey, on
Wednesday. (Anatolia/Associated Press)

The rebels who are trying to bring down Assad have used
Turkey as their base, enraging a regime that accuses foreign
countries of fomenting the unrest inside Syria.

The spark for the latest hostility was a mortar shell fired from
Syria that slammed into a house in the Turkish border village of
Akcakale on Wednesday, killing two women and three children.

"(The shell) hit my neighbor next door. His wife, his children
died," villager Bakir Kutlugil told The Associated Press. "Now |
worry whether the next one will hit me or my neighbor."

Mehmet Yasin, another villager, said he feared Turkey will get
drawn into more violence. "They are warring over there anyway.
Why should we battle against anyone?" he asked.

The Turkish response to the Syrian shelling was swift - it fired
salvos of artillery rounds inside Syria, contacted its NATO allies
and convened Parliament for a vote authorizing further cross-
border military operations if necessary.

The bill opens the way for unilateral action by Turkey's armed
forces inside Syria. Turkey has used a similar provision to
repeatedly attack suspected Kurdish rebel positions in northern
Iraq.

At the U.N., the Security Council overcame deep divisions to
unanimously approve a statement Thursday condemning Syria
"in the strongest terms."

Council members managed to bridge differences between the
strong statement demanded by the U.S. and its Western suppor-
ters and backed by their NATO ally Turkey, and a weaker text
pushed by Russia, Syria's most important ally. m
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Le réputé savon d'Alep victime
du conflit syrien

AFRIN (Syrie), 3 octobre 2012 (AFP)

LES SAVONS D'ALEP, de réputation internationale pour leurs qualités
hydratantes et apaisantes, ne peuvent plus s'exporter en raison du conflit
syrien et Juan Semo, fabricant kurde d'Afrin, dans le nord-est du pays,
réduit de plus en plus la production.

Dans l'entreprise familiale, fondée en 1850 sur les collines kurdes peuplées
d'oliviers, Juan Semo, 33 ans, stocke ses savons, déja emballés individuelle-
ment pour I'export, dans des cartons, sous les taules d'un hangar aux murs de
ciment.

"Nous ne fabriquerons peut-étre pas de savons cette année. Nos stocks sont de
plus en plus importants car la plupart des magasins d'Alep sont fermés. Et les
voies d'exportation a I'étranger, notamment pour le nord (kurde) de I'lrak et la
France sont coupées".

Deux qualités de ce savon sont fabriquées avec de I'huile d'olive, de laurier, et
de la soude. Le savon de qualité supérieure -avec davantage d'huile de laurier,
plus chére que celle d'olive- est destiné a I'export et l'autre, plus modeste, part,
en temps de paix, par la route vers Alep.

La deuxiéme ville de Syrie est en proie depuis plus de deux mois a de violents
combats entre les rebelles de I'Armée syrienne libre (ASL) et les forces gouver-
nementales.

"Pour livrer, nous empruntons de petites routes, nous évitons les grands axes
pour ne pas tomber sur 'armée et ses bombardements. Mais beaucoup de nos
clients ont de toute fagon fui Alep", explique Juan Semo.

Lui méme a quitté un jour sa maison d'Alep, située en bordure du quartier
Salaheddine, "quand des balles ont atterri dans mon salon et que des tanks
sont passés sous mes fenétres". Il s'est replié dans le domaine familial, dans
I'enclave kurde d'Afrin, composée de 360 villages et qui, pour l'instant, maintient
une neutralité dans le conflit syrien qui a débuté en mars 2011.

Pour I'étranger, le savon partait via Alep par la route jusqu'au port de Lattaquié,
puis en cargo jusqu'a Marseille, et en camion vers Paris.

Lattaquié, sur la Méditerranée, se trouve en pays alaouite, une branche de

I'islam chiite a laquelle appartient le président Bachar al-Assad. Les rebelles qui
veulent le renverser sont pour la plupart sunnites, la communauté majoritaire
dans le pays.

L'autre probléme des fabricants de savon dans Afrin, qui sont une quinzaine, est
I'augmentation vertigineuse des prix de la matiere premiére.

L'olive de la fabrique Semo est produite sur place, dans des oliveraies qui
comptent une dizaine de milliers d'arbres, mais pas le laurier et la soude.

"Méme si j'arrive a obtenir de I'huile de laurier d'Antakya, en Turquie, son prix a
doublé en un an", dit le fabricant.

Méme chose pour la soude, qui provient du Koweit, d'lrak et de la lointaine
Chine.

Le prix du litre était en 2011 de 25 livres syriennes, il est passé a 50 livres.
Juan Semo n'arrive méme plus a obtenir des emballages soignés, pour I'export.

Avant la guerre il produisait 50 tonnes pour I'étranger, et 250 pour le marché
intérieur. 150 tonnes attendent actuellement dans son hangar.

Certes, en vieillissant et séchant, le savon affine ses qualités pendant six ans,
mais le fabricant ne "sait pas combien de temps le conflit va durer". Et il
n'engrange pas de rentrée d'argent frais.

Début octobre, les olives mlrissent encore sur les arbres. L'ensemble du pro-
cessus dure quatre mois, de la récolte au produit fini.

La cueillette commence dans un mois, elle mobilise cing a six personnes. Puis,
la fabrication dure jusqu'en février, dans une grande centrifugeuse, aprés plu-
sieurs pressions et mélange des produits, avant la découpe de la pate obtenue
€en savons.

Cette fabrication nécessite des techniciens venus d'Alep. "Je ne sais s'ils pour-
ront venir cette année", dit le fabricant.

Son voisin, Ahmad Kefo, plus agé et le visage barré d'une moustache répandue
chez les Kurdes, soupire en offrant pistaches fraiches et grenades: "Cette situa-
tion dure trop longtemps. Cette année, je vais arréter 80% de la production de
savon". 0

Bagdad veut le départ
des troupes turques du

Kurdistan irakien
BAGDAD, 2 octobre 2012 (AFP)

BAGDAD EST DECIDE a voir les soldats turcs stationnés au Kurdistan ira-
kien plier bagage, au moment ou Ankara demande a son Parlement de
renouveler son feu vert pour mener des raids contre les positions des
rebelles kurdes en Irak.

Nouveau chapitre dans les relations houleuses entre les deux pays, le gouver-
nement irakien a demandé mardi I'abrogation d'accords autorisant notamment la
présence de bases militaires turques dans le nord de I'lrak.

Peu connues, ces bases sont installées a Dohouk, I'une des quatre provinces
de la région autonome du Kurdistan irakien.

Leur existence a été rendue possible par un traité signé en 1995 par I'ancien
président Saddam Hussein. Le texte "permet a I'armée turque d'avoir une pré-
sence dans les régions septentrionales de I'lrak afin de traquer le Parti des tra-
vailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK)", a souligné un responsable irakien sous couvert
d'anonymat.

Le PKK dispose de positions sur le sol irakien qui sont réguliérement la cible de
bombardements de I'aviation turque.

Le gouvernement de Recep Tayyip Erdogan a d'ailleurs réclamé lundi aux dépu-
tés turcs de renouveler pour un an leur feu vert pour mener ces raids.
L'approbation des élus est attendue dés jeudi.

Le conflit kurde connait un net regain de violence dans le sud-est de la Turquie
depuis le début de I'été, marqué par la multiplication des attaques armées du

PKK, des opérations militaires de représailles et la répression du mouvement
politique kurde par les autorités.

"Violation de la souveraineté irakienne"

Excédé, mardi, le gouvernement de Nouri al-Maliki a qualifié de "violation de la
souveraineté et de la sécurité de I'lrak" la décision d'Ankara de demander une
prorogation de ces raids. En juillet déja, I'rak avait enjoint son voisin de mettre
fin aux "violations" de son territoire et de son espace aérien, commises selon lui
par les avions turcs lorsqu'ils bombardent les positions du PKK au Kurdistan.

Joignant l'acte a la parole, le gouvernement a réclamé au parlement d'abroger
"les traités signés par le passé avec des pays étrangers qui permettent la pré-
sence de forces et de bases militaires étrangéres sur le sol irakien ou I'acces de
ces forces" au territoire national.

Selon un haut responsable irakien, cette décision vise implicitement les bases
militaires turques du Kurdistan.

Déja houleuses ces derniers mois, les relations entre Bagdad et Ankara ont
encore gagné en apreté cet été, avec le refus de la Turquie d'extrader le vice-
président irakien Tarek al-Hachémi, condamné & mort par contumace a Bagdad
pour avoir commandité deux meurtres.

De méme, M. Maliki avait fulminé aprés la visite au Kurdistan irakien puis dans
la ville disputée de Kirkouk (nord) du chef de la diplomatie turque Ahmet
Davutoglu, effectuée sans que Bagdad en ait été avisé.

Autre pomme de discorde: les exportations de pétrole vers la Turquie en prove-
nance du Kurdistan irakien, que Bagdad considére "illégales" puisqu'elles se
font sans son accord.

Pour tenter d'apaiser les tensions, M. Erdogan avait convié son homologue ira-
kien au congres de son parti dimanche. M. Maliki a décliné [invitation. Raison
officielle invoquée: un agenda surchargé.
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Turquie: Les rebelles kurdes défient Ankara
avec une stratégie de choc

ISTANBUL, 3 octobre 2012 (AFP)

DANS LE SUD-est de la Turquie, les rebelles kurdes défient Ankara depuis

deux mois avec une nouvelle stratégie de choc: I'occupation et la défense
de "zones libres". La victoire militaire est improbable mais I'impact psy-
chologique important, estiment les analystes.

Le 23 juillet, le Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK), qui lutte depuis 1984
pour l'indépendance du sud-est anatolien peuplé en majorité de Kurdes, a
annoncé une vaste opération de "maitrise du terrain" dans les zones monta-
gneuses entourant la localité de Semdinli, aux confins de I'lrak et de I'lran.

"L'objectif n'est plus seulement de frapper la partie adverse, c'est de réaliser
I'autonomie démocratique, de construire I'administration autonome démocra-
tique du peuple kurde", a déclaré un des cadres du PKK, Duran Kalkan, cité par
I'agence de presse Firat News, proche des rebelles.

Depuis, le PKK a revendiqué la "maitrise" de trois autres réduits montagneux,
tous situés le long de la frontiere avec I'lrak, un pays dans le nord duquel les
rebelles disposent de bases.

Concréetement, la "maitrise du terrain", "cela ne veut pas dire que ces zones sont
sous le contrble total des guérilleros et que les troupes ont été chassées",
affirme a I'AFP la députée Giilten Kisanak, du Parti pour la paix et la démocra-
tie (BDP), pro-kurde.

"Cela veut dire que les troupes sont cantonnés dans leurs casernes et ne sor-
tent pas pour des opérations, parce que la guérilla est la. lls (les rebelles) ont le
contréle des routes, effectuent des contréles d'identité a des barrages routiers,
plantent parfois des drapeaux”, poursuit-elle.

La plupart des analystes doutent toutefois de la capacité --et de la volonté-- du
PKK & défendre durablement ces positions face a la deuxieme armée la plus
puissante de I'Otan.

"Pour un groupe comme le PKK, qui dispose d'un nombre limité de militants

armés, il n'est pas possible de défendre physiquement un territoire, c'est contre
nature et contre toute logique", estime Nihat Ali Ozcan, spécialiste des questions
de sécurité a l'institut de recherches TEPAV.

Avantage psychologique

Le Premier ministre Recep Tayyip Erdogan a d'ailleurs déja annoncé la défaite
du PKK a Semdinli, aprés le lancement en septembre dans la région d'une opé-
ration impliquant quelque 5.000 militaires.

"La lecon qu'ils ont regue la-bas a été trés lourde", a déclaré M. Erdogan le 26
septembre, évoquant un bilan de 239 rebelles et 144 membres des forces de
sécurité tués depuis le début de I'année.

Pour Irfan Aktan, journaliste spécialiste de la question kurde, les opérations de
I'armée n'ont cependant pas mis fin a la présence du PKK dans ces zones.
"D'aprés nos informations, ce sont quelque 1.000 militants (du PKK) qui sont
arrivés dans les campagnes de Semdinli, Daglica, Cukurca et Yuksekova (pro-
vince de Hakkari, sud-est). Méme si 200 ont été tués, il en reste encore 80%",
affirme M. Aktan.

Surtout, le PKK, en dépit des pertes, a marqué des points sur le plan psycholo-
gique, ajoute le journaliste: "Il a démontré que s'il le voulait, il pouvait organiser
de tres grosses opérations".

Des opérations qui ne sont pas restées sans effet sur l'opinion publique, ce qui
était sans doute I'objectif recherché par les rebelles, compléte M. Ozcan.

"Quand le nombre des pertes s'accroit, ¢a influe sur I'opinion publique qui
exerce des pressions sur le gouvernement’, affirme I'analyste, rappelant que
dans son discours du 26 septembre, le Premier ministre, aprés avoir constaté
I'échec supposé du PKK, n'en avait pas moins évoqué la possibilité de négocia-
tions avec les rebelles.

"Si (des) discussions nous permettent de régler quelque chose, faisons-le", avait
déclaré M. Erdogan.

5 octobre 2012

Si le risque d'un conflit entre la Turquie et la Syrie semble
pour le moment écarté, le gouvernement a Ankara n'en a
pas moins déployé des unités turques a la frontiere entre les
deux pays .

Des militaires turcs ont été déployé notamment dans la région du village
d'Akcakale, touché mercredi par des obus syriens qui y ont colté la vie a
cing civils turcs. Le Premier ministre turc Recep Tayyip Erdogan a réaf-
firmé que son pays n'avait "pas l'intention de déclencher une guerre avec
la Syrie". De son coté, I'ambassadeur syrien a 'ONU Bachar Jaafari, a
assuré que son pays ne "cherche pas I'escalade avec ses voisins, y com-
pris la Turquie".

L'état major turc sur le qui-vive

Toutefois le gouvernement turc a obtenu le feu vert du Parlement pour
poursuivre les opérations militaires en territoire syrien au nom de la "sécu-
rité nationale". Et I'état major turc n'a pas attendu les évenements des der-
niers jours pour renforcer son dispositif militaire a la frontiére avec la
Syrie. Or, cela pourrait bien avoir a faire avec la question kurde. Ankara
craint en effet que des militants séparatistes kurdes dans le nord de la
Syrie se servent du chaos pour renforcer leurs bases dans la région d'ou
ils pourraient mener des actions contre le territoire turc.

La question kurde, épine dans le pied d'Ankara

La presse turque elle-méme évoque la crainte que les Kurdes de Syrie ne
profitent des problémes du gouvernement syrien pour renforcer leurs acti-
vités séparatistes et anti-turques. Cela, méme si Ankara soutient ouverte-
ment les insurgés syriens et condamne le régime du président Bachar al
Assad

Le dossier kurde inquiete toujours Ankara

Dailleurs, selon des journaux régionaux turcs, des Kurdes de Syrie
auraient déja pris sous leur contrdle certains villages du nord du pays
proche de la frontiére turque. Il s'agirait de militants du PYD, le Parti de
['Union Démocratique, parti kurde syrien proche du PKK, le Parti des
Travailleurs du Kurdistan. Le PKK est classé comme organisation terro-
riste par Ankara. La presse locale a publié des photos de drapeaux kurdes
(du PYD comme du PKK) flottant sur plusieurs de ces villages. Quant au
grand quotidien national turc « Hurriyet », il décrit méme le tracé de la
frontiere turco-syrienne comme "un front de plus de 800 kilométres avec
le PKK". Il faut savoir que l'un des vieux cauchemars d'Ankara est que les
Kurdes d'Iran, d'Irak et de Syrie ne s'allient aux Kurdes de Turquie pour
fonder un Kurdistan libre et indépendant. O
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Par Georges Malbrunot
A lors que le Parlement
turc, réuni jeudi en ses-
sion extraordinaire, a autorisé
I'armée a intervenir en Syrie, le
pouvoir politique a tenu a
apaiser la tension avec Damas.
Le premier ministre Recep
Tayyip Erdogan a assuré
qu'Ankara ne comptait pas
déclarer la guerre a la Syrie,
qui a présenté ses excuses, via
I'ONU, et a assuré¢ que le
Parlement n'avait pris sa déci-
sion qu'a des fins de «dissua-
sion». Quelques heures plus
tot, l'armée turque bombardait
toutefois des cibles syriennes,
identifiées a l'aide de radars,
pres de Tall al-Abyad, laissant
craindre une dangereuse
escalade entre les deux pays.
Ankara ripostait ainsi a des tirs
de mortiers d'origine syrienne,
qui avaient cotté la vie mercre-
di a cinq civils turcs dans la
localité frontali¢re d'Akcakale.
Immédiatement apres, le min-
istre turc des Affaires
étrangeres, Ahmet Davutoglu,
s'est entretenu par téléphone
avec le secrétaire général de

I'ONU, Ban Ki-moon, et
plusieurs chefs de la diplomatie
de pays membres du Conseil de
sécurit¢ de I'ONU, qui ont
apporté leur soutien a Ankara.
Moscou est méme allé jusqu'a
réclamer de son allié syrien
qu'il reconnaisse ce «tragique
incidenty». «La Turquie ne lais-
sera pas sans réponse de telles
provocations du régime syrien
contre (sa) sécurité nationaley,
affirme un communiqué offi-
ciel a Ankara.

Mais que peut faire concréte-
ment la Turquie? Le vote du
Parlement se veut surtout un
«avertissement» adressé¢ a
Damas, avec qui les relations
se sont profondément détéri-
orées depuis que le régime
syrien s'est lancé dans une
répression sanglante de ses
opposants. La Turquie, qui
accueille des dizaines de mil-
liers de réfugiés syriens, est en
pointe dans la lutte pour ren-
verser Bachar el-Assad.

Proche des Fréres musulmans,
I'un des principaux groupes de
l'opposition syrienne, le pou-
voir turc laisse passer sur son

Syrie : la Turquie adresse
un avertissement musclé

L'aviation et I'artillerie turques ont riposté a des tirs de mortiers
syriens qui ont tué cinq civils sur son territoire.

sol des combattants et des
armes destinées aux rebelles
syriens, mais pas d'armes lour-
des, qui pourraient tomber
entre les mains de ses ennemis
jurés, les Kurdes du PKK,
alliés en Syrie avec de nom-
breux Kurdes. Au-dela d'un
affichage prorévolution,
Ankara se montre en effet
extrémement prudent dans sa
gestion de la crise syrienne. La
Turquie, qui posseéde plus de
800 kilometres de fronticre
commune avec la Syrie, doit
compter avec une opinion
publique majoritairement hos-
tile a toute intervention mili-
taire en Syrie, ainsi qu'avec une
minorité alévi traditionnelle-
ment proche des alaouites
syriens, la minorité dont est
issu Bachar el-Assad.

LE FACTEUR KURDE

Mais c'est surtout le facteur
kurde qui guide l'action
d'Ankara en Syrie. Or, depuis
deux mois, les autorités turques
s'inquictent des développe-
ments de la situation au nord de
la Syrie, ou les Kurdes ont pris
le controle de nombreuses
municipalités. Pour la Turquie,
les Kurdes syriens du PYD
(parti de 1'Union démocratique)
sont liés au PKK, le Parti des
travailleurs kurdes qui a multi-
plié les attaques ces dernicres
semaines contre des cibles en
Turquie. Ce n'est pas un hasard
si cette brusque flambée de
violence a été précédée par une
série  d'accrochages entre
Kurdes syriens et militaires
turcs le long de la frontiére.
Mardi, un combattant kurde
syrien a été tué et deux autres
blessés par des tirs de l'armée
turque dans le village de
Derbassiyé, dans la province
de Hassaka, au nord-est de la
Syrie. Membres des «Unités de
la protection du peuple», une
milice proche du PYD, les trois
hommes patrouillaient le long
de la frontiére. Il s'agissait du
premier incident frontalier de

ce genre depuis le début du
conflit en Syrie.

LA MISE EN GARDE DE
L'IRAN

«Les Turcs ne supportent pas
que les Kurdes syriens aient
adopté une stratégie du ni-ni, ni
Bachar ni I'Armée syrienne
libre», décrypte Khaled Issa,
un opposant syrien d'origine
kurde a Paris. Ces derniers
mois, en effet, les Kurdes ont
profit¢ du soulévement pour
repousser les troupes syriennes
de leurs bastions, mais ils se
sont bien gardés de s'impliquer
militairement aux coOtés des
rebelles de 1'Armée syrienne
libre (ASL), qui luttent contre
les troupes loyales a Bachar el-
Assad. Déja confronté a un
réchauffement de son front
intérieur kurde, sans doute ali-
menté par Damas, Ankara ne
peut tolérer la présence a son
flanc sud de régions kurdes
syriennes, qui serviraient de
bases arriere aux Kurdes de
Turquie. Une hantise qui rap-
pelle la situation un peu plus a
l'est, dans les régions kurdes
d'Irak, ou Ankara intervient
réguliérement militairement
contre les poches du PKK
local. «La Turquie va faire du
chantage sur Damas, comme
elle 1'a fait dans le passé avec
Bagdady, prévient Khaled Issa,
qui ne croit pas toutefois a un
changement drastique dans la
stratégie turque vis-a-vis de la
Syrie: poursuite de l'aide aux
rebelles, renforcement de la
surveillance de la frontiére,
mais pas d'intervention ter-
restre.

Ankara s'inquiéterait égale-
ment de la situation a Alep,
dans le nord de la Syrie, ou les
insurgés ne parviennent pas a
avancer. L'attentat suicide
commis la semaine derniére
dans la ville kurde syrienne de
Qamishli - quatre morts - pour-
rait avoir été téléguidé par les
services de renseignements
turcs, qui disposent d'un vaste
réseau chez leur voisin. Face a
Damas, les autorités turques
doivent également compter
avec I'Iran. Téhéran a fait
savoir a Ankara que toute
offensive militaire turque en
Syrie serait considérée comme
le dépassement d'une ligne
rouge. O
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Kurdish autonomy in Syria troubling
for rebels, Turkey

With the Syrian rebellion has come a rise in Kurdish autonomy. The rebels have tense relations with the
Kurds, and Turkey fears northern Syria may become a haven for the Kurdish militia the PKK.

By Los Angeles Times

FRIN, Syria —This tranquil town in

northwest Syria is a haven from the
warfare convulsing much of the country,
but the calm points to profound chal-
lenges facing the country — and the entire
region — when the fighting ends.

The laid-back guards at the check-
points are Kurdish militiamen. The musta-
chioed man whose image greets visitors is
Abdullah Ocalan, who is serving a life
sentence in a Turkish prison for his leader-
ship role in the Kurdistan Workers Party,
or PKK, a group deemed a terrorist orga-
nization by Turkey, the United States and
the European Union.

Here, the PKK is widely lauded as the
vanguard of Kurdish nationalism, a move-
ment that has unsettled countries in the
area for decades. In recent months, the de
facto "liberation" of Syrian Kurdish com-
munities like Afrin has ranked among the
most unanticipated and broadly signifi-
cant outcomes of the Syrian rebellion.

Newly established Kurdish control
here presents a quandary for Syria's Sunni
Arab-led rebel movement, which has a
tense relationship with the Kurds, and for
whatever government emerges should
Syrian President Bashar Assad fall. It also
has troubled Turkey, which this week
fired artillery into Syria after apparently
errant cross-border shelling killed Turkish
villagers. Turkey, a regional power and
NATO member, appears to have few good
options.

The cross-border shelling illustrated
how Turkey's relationship with Assad,
who had kept Syria's Kurds in check, has
crumbled. But Assad's weakness and pos-
sible fall from power present Turkey with
an even more dismaying prospect: a swath
of northern Syria firmly under control of
the PKK.

Turkey has waged a long and bloody
war against the Kurdish group on its own
territory, and has suffered a recent surge in
PKK attacks. Prime Minister Recep
Tayyip Erdogan has threatened to attack
Kurdish areas of Syria if they become a
haven for the PKK, one-third of whose
fighters, according to a recent study, are of
Syrian origin.

For now, conflict seems far away from
Kurdish towns like this agricultural hub,
known for its olives and pomegranates
and dotted with craggy hills featuring the
toppled remnants of Roman temples, early
Christian basilicas and medieval citadels.

While battles rage in Aleppo, just 40
miles to the southeast, markets here are
lively and, in the evenings, men at anima-
ted eateries sip arak, the clear, anise-fla-
vored liquor that turns cloudy when
mixed with ice and water.

Assad's stretched forces gradually
withdrew, culminating in a near-total pul-
lout in July that occurred with barely a
shot being fired, Kurdish leaders say.

"We didn't suffer a drop of blood,"
boasts Atouf Abdo, a coordinator here
with the Democratic Union Party, or PYD,
a close ally of the PKK and the dominant
Kurdish faction here.

Nearby, rebel-held Arab cities like
Azzaz and Al Bab have become doleful
and depopulated battlegrounds, rubble-
strewn ghost towns where remaining resi-
dents dart for cover when fighter jets buzz
overhead. But the main evidence here of
the war raging nearby are thousands of
Arab refugees, most of them women and
children. Kurdish leaders say that non-
combatants have been welcomed, but that
they have kept out armed rebels.

Kurdish aspirations for more auto-
nomy, or outright independence, have
long perturbed Turkey, Syria, Iraq and
Iran.

Officially, Syria has more than 2 mil-
lion Kurds, about 10% of the national
population. Kurdish activists claim the
real number approaches 20%.

At least 4,000 Syrian Kurds have been
killed while fighting for the PKK, accor-
ding to Kurdish activists here.

Many Turkish officials view the PYD
as nothing more than a front for their
archenemy, the PKK. Some Turkish offi-
cials call the Syrian government's with-
drawal a deliberate strategy by Assad to
embolden PKK sympathizers here to
strike back at Turkey to retaliate for
Ankara's support of the rebellion. Kurdish
leaders here reject suggestions that they
collaborated with Assad.

Kurdish representatives said they seek

a measure of self-rule within Syria, not
independence. The dispersed nature of
Syria's Kurds — the densest population
lives nearly 300 miles east of Afrin —
makes a separate Kurdish Syrian state
unlikely. One aim of Kurdish leadership is
to begin formal Kurdish-language instruc-
tion in schools.

"We're looking for a democratic, plu-
ralistic state and to isolate the state from
religion," said Mustafa Hussein, an acti-
vist here with the Kurdish National
Council, an umbrella group.

Mutual mistrust characterizes rela-
tions between the Kurds and Syria's Sunni
Arab majority. Kurds say they also have
faced discrimination during much of the
40-plus-year reign of the Assad family,
who are members of the Alawite minority,
an offshoot of Shiite Islam.

Once Syria's rebellion erupted in
March 2011, Assad's administration gene-
rally sought to placate the Kurds, part of a
broader effort to present the government
as a defender of minorities. Still, many
Kurds blamed the government for the
assassination last year of a celebrated
Kurdish pro-democracy activist, Mashaal
Tammo.

Kurdish officials say they sympathize
with efforts to overthrow Assad. But wari-
ness abounds about Arab nationalism in
general, and what many here view as the
increasingly Islamist face of the Syrian
rebellion. Kurds, like most Syrians, are
predominantly Sunni Muslims, but
Kurdish activists here say their region has
a strong secular tradition.

"As the revolution has continued over
a long period, it has opened the door »»
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» to more extreme ideology," said

Hussein of the Kurdish National Council.

Many Kurds see the rebel Free Syrian
Army and its supporters in the Muslim
Brotherhood, the pan-Arab political
movement, as hostile to their aspirations.

Checkpoints manned by Kurdish mili-
tiamen line the roads and deny access to
rebel forces. Kurdish "self defense" units
have been receiving basic military trai-
ning in Iraq's quasi-autonomous
Kurdistan.

PYD forces provide police and other
services and appear in control of the

infrastructure, somewhat to the chagrin to
other Kurdish groups. The PYD, the most
militarized Kurdish faction, has faced
charges of using strong-arm tactics to put
down rival Kurdish factions, allegations it
generally denies.

Asked about the rebel fight to oust
Assad, Mohammad Jarnas, 42, a teacher
here affiliated with the PYD, responded,
"Their struggle is a legitimate one, but it
is a bit chaotic. It is not our fight now."

Kurdish leaders view Assad's fall as a

matter of time, and they are preparing for
what they view as an inevitable violent

scramble for power among various Sunni
Arab factions, all hostile to Kurdish self-
governing aspirations.

"We will not hesitate to defend the
rights of the Kurdish people," says Abdo,
the PYD coordinator here. "The arming
of the Kurdish people is a fact, in every
Kurdish village. We will defend our-
selves." O

‘ ‘ October 6, 2012

Syria's Kurds flock to Iraq to
prepare for Assad's onslaught

Secret training camps are revealed as Turkish forces

Loveday Morris / Iraq

IN SECRET training camps in
the mountains and plains of nor-
thern Iraq, Kurdish Syrian army
defectors are being drilled to pro-
tect the oil-rich areas in the
north-east of their home country,
which have so far managed to
avoid being dragged into the civil
war. Hundreds of Syrian Kurds
are training with Iraq's Kurdistan
Regional Government (KRG)
Peshmerga forces, and there are
plans to send the men back to
protect the Kurdish regions of
Syria should clashes break out in
those areas with the government
or the rebel Free Syrian Army
(FSA).

"It's defence training in order for
these people to defend their own

communities ... not for offensive

purposes to go and attack," Falah
Mustafa Bakir, the KRG's minis-

ter for foreign relations, told The
Independent.

Syria's 1.7 million Kurds have lar-
gely taken a back seat in the 18-
month struggle to oust President
Bashar al-Assad, despite being
one of the traditional bastions of
opposition to his rule. After
clashes in July, Syrian army

open fire again

forces pulled back from many of
the region's towns and cities, lea-
ving the Kurds free to begin buil-
ding their own institutions such
as police forces and local coun-
cils.

Mr Bakir said the Syrian Kurds
should learn from the experience
of the Iraqis, who gained de facto
autonomy in 1991 after a no-fly
zone was established in the north
of the country and Saddam
Hussein's forces pulled out of the
area.

"There is a lot they can use for
homework before the collapse of
the regime," he said.

However, there are fears that it is
only a matter of time before the
chaos that has enveloped much of
the country reaches Syria's
Kurdish areas, particularly given
that the Al-Hassaka province in
which they are concentrated pro-
duces most of the country's oil.

The inevitable spillover has
already begun. Oil pipelines have
been attacked and last Sunday a
bomb in a cement truck detona-
ted outside a government buil-
ding in Al-Hassaka's regional
capital of Qamishli, killing four
people.

Local Kurdish politicians specu-
late that the attack — the biggest
blast in the city so far — was the
work of an outside group.

In the canvas tents of Iraq's
Domiz refugee camp, which now
house around 25,000 Syrian
Kurds, Abu Ali, a burly 28-year-
old who works in camp security,
says dozens of his friends are now
in military training with the KRG.

"They are paid a small allowance
by the KRG, but I don't know a
lot about what they are doing
there," he says, explaining that
while they are in training the
recruits are not allowed to make
calls or leave the camps.

However, plans to return the trai-
ned soldiers to Syria appear to
have been delayed by political
infighting between Kurdish fac-
tions over the border. In July, the
KRG president, Massoud Barzani,
called the fractious Syrian
Kurdish parties to Erbil to sign a
power-sharing agreement.

Despite the agreement, opposi-
tion groups complain that Syria's
Kurdish regions are being held
within the tight grip of the
Democratic Union Party (PYD), a
group with close links to the
Kurdish Workers' Party, which is

fighting a separatist insurgency

against the Turkish government
and has been designated a terro-
rist group by the US and the EU.

Mustafa Juma, the secretary
general of the Syrian Kurdish
Azadi Party, claims the PYD has
been blocking the return of the
Iraqi-trained men because "they
want to control the region alone".

The PYD denies having any
armed elements. However, the
new police forces which are
springing up manned by armed
volunteers are under their
control.

In the desolate scrubland on the
Syrian border, checkpoints on the
Syrian side, once manned by the
Assad regime, are now in the
control of a new Kurdish armed
group, the Popular Protection
Units, known by its Kurdish acro-
nym YPG. It is a secretive organi-
sation, whose members refuse to
speak to the press. And although
they claim to be independent,
they appear to be aligned with the
PYD. Local politicians say they
number somewhere around 1,000
men.

"The experience for us, the
Kurdish history ... was that
always the Kurdish people were
soldiers for the others, so we
decided to be soldiers for our-
selves, for the Kurdish people
only," said Saleh Muslim
Mohammed, the PYD leader. "If
somebody attacks us we will
defend ourselves." @
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Russia seals $4.2b in arms deals with Iraq

Further discussions under way for acquisition of MiG-29 jets, armoured vehicles

Moscow/Baghdad: Russia confir-

med on Tuesday to signing more than
i $4.2 billion (Dhis.42 billion) in arms
i deals with Iraq during the second half of
the year to make it the nation’s largest
i weapons supplier after the US.

A joint statement issued after talks

between visiting Iraqi Prime Minister
¢ Nouri Al Maliki and Russian counterpart
! Dmitry Medvedev said the deals were
agreed during delegation visits this year
i and totalled “more than $4.2 billion”.

Earlier Russian reports in advance of

Al Maliki’s first visit to Moscow in nearly
i four years said the contracts would all be
i signed jointly this week and totalled about
i $4.3 billion.

The negotiations reportedly covered

¢ Iraq’s purchase of 30 Mi-28 attack heli-
copters and 42 Pantsir-S1 surface-to-air
i missile systems that can also be used to
defend against attack jets.

Further discussions were said to be

under way for Iraq’s eventual acquisition
i of MiG-29 jets and heavy armoured vehi-
i cles along with other weaponry.

The joint statement said the deals

¢ were initially discussed as early as April
and revisited again in July and August
i during visits to Russia by Iraqi delega-
! tions that included Defence Minister
i Sa’adoun Al Dulaimi.

“The delegation members familiarised

Russian Prime Minister Dmitry
Medvedev (left) and Iraqi Prime Minister

themselves with the Russian military pro-
duction, discussed the technical and com-
mercial options of the offer with
Rosoboronexport [state] supplier, and
signed contracts worth more than $4.2
billion,” the joint statement cited by
Russian news agencies said.

Al Maliki’s talks with Medvedev were
due to be followed on Wednesday by a
meeting with President Vladimir Putin
that was expected to also focus on new
Russian energy deals in the oil-rich
Middle East state.

Meanwhile, a series of attacks across
Iraq on Tuesday killed six people, inclu-
ding three soldiers and a judge, police and

health officials said. H

A roadside bomb struck an army :
patrol in Baghdad’s western suburb ofg
Abu Ghraib in the early morning, killing :
three soldiers and wounding three others, :
police said.

In the northern Iraqi city of Mosul, :
gunmen fatally shot judge Abbas Al Abadi :
in a drive-by-shooting. Three policemen
were wounded when a roadside bomb
struck their patrol in the western part of :
the city, Mosul police said.

Another roadside bomb explosion kil- :
led two Kurds from the Kurdish '
Democratic Party as they were driving§
their car near the town of Tal Afar, 420km
northeast of Baghdad.

Health officials at nearby hospitals
confirmed the casualties. All officials :
spoke on condition of anonymity because !
they were not authorised to talk to the
media.
Meanwhile, a parked car bomb explo- :
ded as a mini-bus drove by it in the cen-
tral town of Sulaiman Bek, wounding 10 :
passengers, said Brigadier General Sarhat :
Qadir.
Violence has ebbed in Iraq in the past :
years, but insurgent still frequently target |
the country’s security forces and govern-
ment officials in efforts to undermine the :
Shiite-led government. ¢ (AFP & AP)

Hurriyet
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ANKARA - Hiirriyet Daily News

Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan
on Oct. 9 clearly ruled out the possi-
bility of public education in languages
other than Turkish, including such
“mother tongues” as Kurdish.

“Education in the mother tongue.
There is no such thing. Our country’s
official language is Turkish,” Erdogan
said, addressing the parliamentary
group of his ruling Justice and
Development Party (AKP).

Education in mother tongues is one
of the demands the outlawed Kurdistan
Workers’ Party (PKK) is exploiting in its
campaign of separatist terrorism,

PM strictly rules out
education in Kurdish

Erdogan said. The government has ful-
filled its duty by granting students the
right to study Kurdish as an elective
course, which was introduced this
school year, he said. Some European
countries have also been exploiting the
issue of education in mother tongues,
although Turkish is not being taught as
a mother tongue in those countries,
Erdogan said.

Peace and Democracy Party (BDP)
Co-Chair Selahattin Demirtas swiftly
responded to Erdogan’s comments
about European countries’ attitude on
the issue.

“He [Erdogan] cites [Europe as] an
example, saying ‘Is there education in
mother tongues [Turkish] in Germany

Education in mother tongues is one of
the demands the PKK, Erdogan says.
DAILY NEWS photo, Selahattin SONMEZ

and France?’ Look, there is not a Turkey
in Germany; there is not a Turkey in
France. But there is a Kurdistan in
Turkey. That's why Kurds have the
right to education in their mother
tongue from birth. You cannot eliminate
this reality just because you don't
understand it,” Demirtas said. @
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KRG gets oil
payment from Baghdad,
exports to flow

LONDON - October 8, 2012 - By Peg Mackey - (Reuters)

IRAQI KURDISTAN'S leading oil producer, Genel Energy
(GENL.L), said it would keep crude exports flowing after the
Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) finally received an initial
payment from Baghdad.

The central government and the autonomous region agreed last
month to settle a dispute over oil payments after the KRG promised
to continue exports and Baghdad pledged to pay foreign companies
working there.

Iraq's finance ministry issued an initial payment early last week, but
the funds had not landed in the KRG account by Friday, prompting
Genel to say it would halt exports if the money did not arrive soon.

On Monday, the first installment of 650 billion Iraqi dinars ($558.9
million) was received, a KRG spokesman said.

"We won't cut exports now," Genel Energy President Mehmet Sepil
told Reuters. "The KRG will reconcile (the payments) with all the
contractors, and then we will get paid.”

The KRG spokesman said the northern region expected a second
payment of 350 billion Iraqi dinars to arrive imminently.

"We trust there will not be the same delays with the second tranche,"

he said.

Exports from Kurdistan have risen to 170,000 barrels per day (bpd),
and the fields of Taq Taq and Tawke, where London-listed explorer
Genel Energy has a stake, are contributing about 110,000 bpd.

In April, the KRG halted oil shipments in protest over what it said
were overdue payments from the central government to companies
in the Kurdish region.

It later resumed exports through a Baghdad-controlled pipeline
from Kirkuk to the Turkish port of Ceyhan but threatened to cut
them off again if no agreement was reached on payment.

Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Rosh Nuri al-Shawish said on Tuesday
the Finance Ministry had issued an initial payment to the KRG.
[ID:nL6ESL2BI4]

Genel has complained it has not been paid for most of the oil expor-
ted in 2009 and 2011. Other operators, including Norway's DNO
(DNO.OL), have voiced similar grievances.

Taq Taq and Tawke form the backbone of KRG exports, and Sepil
said deliveries from Taq Taq alone could be ramped up to around
95,000 bpd.

Deliveries from Tawke could climb to 90,000 bpd, industry sources
said. Khurmala, the northernmost part of the giant Kirkuk oilfield,
makes up the remainder of exports.

Kurdistan has angered Baghdad by signing deals with foreign oil
majors, such as Exxon (XOM.N) and Chevron (CVX.N), which the
central government rejects as illegal.

The oil contracts row is part of a broader battle between the Baghdad
government and Kurdistan over oil rights, territory and regional
autonomy, which is straining Iraq's uneasy federal union. 0

‘ AL ARABIYA NEWS ‘ 10 October 2012

Tammo: Leaked files

By Al Arabiya Exclusive

Prominent Syrian Kurdish politician and acti-
vist Mashaal Tammo was murdered on Oct.
7, 2011 with direct orders from President
Bashar al-Assad, leaked files aired by Al
Arabiya on Wednesday revealed.

Four gunmen broke into the home of Tammo, a
vocal critic of President Assad, in the eastern
city of Qamishli, killing him and wounding his
son Marcel and a fellow activist in the liberal
Kurdish Future Movement Party, which

Assad ordered Kkilling of
Kurdish activist Mashaal

A Syrian intelligence “operational
order” to dispatch an agent to the
province of Hasaka and kill Kurdish

Tammou had founded in 2005.

A leaked file with the subject line “operational
order” signed on Oct. 3, 2011 was issued by
Col. Sagr Mannoun, upon a request from the
presidential palace, and was sent to Col.
Jawdat Hasan, of the air force intelligence divi-
sion. Col. Hasan was ordered to travel imme-
diately to the province of Hasaka, execute
Tammo and then return back immediately.

Tammo was a member of the opposition Syrian
National Council (SNC) and had been released
recently after spending three and a half years
in prison.

Tammo’s killing sparked indignation at home

and abroad. More than 50,000 people rallied in
his funeral, on which government forces ope-
ned fire, killing five people

The United States condemned Tammo’s killing
as a “clear escalation of regime tactics.” France
said it was “shocked” by the news of Tammo’s
assassination.

Eman Eddin al-Rasheed, head of the Political
Bureau in the Syrian National Rally, told Al
Arabiya that there were previously two failed
attempts to assassinate the Tammo and that
his fellow Future Movement Party members
were pressing him to leave Syria. Al-Rasheed
said that he personally spoke to Tammo on
Thursday, Oct. 6, 2011 and asked him to leave

activists Mashaal Tammo. (Al
Arabiya)

the country. Tammo responded that he would
just attend protests on the following day,
Friday, and leave, according Rasheed.

“I called him on Friday morning, before prayers,
and stressed that he had to leave on time. He
said | am ready to leave on time as agreed. At
2 p.m. | was informed that he was martyred,”
Rasheed said.

A document stamped “top secret” and undated,
for apparently security reasons, was sent to
President Bashar al-Assad from Col. >
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> Sagr Mannoun. The document confirms the
assassination of Tammo based a presidential
order dated Sept. 22, 2011.

Information was received about the wherea-
bouts of Kurdish activist Mashaal Temmo, who
is considered a source of concern for the
Turkish government. That day, information
received indicated the presence of Temmo, his

son Marcel, and Kurdish activist Zahida
Rashkilio at an anti-Assad meeting. Following a
direct order from Brigadier Jamil Hassan, head
of the Air Force Intelligence Service, the house
where the meeting was taking place in al-
Qamishli was stormed and all that were present
were eliminated,” the document stated.

The file reveals clues of why Tammo was targe-

ted. The document pointed to “an operation that
will put the Turkish leadership in a neutral and
cooperative position with regards to the crisis in
Syria.”

Turkey has fighting Kurdish separatists for
decades and the kiling of a Kurdish leader,
from Damascus’s view as shown in the file,
would be welcome by Ankara. ®

13 October 2012

Talk to Al Jazeera

Spring

On many fronts in the Middle East major
geopolitical and military changes are
taking place.

Syria is more or less out of control, and
a potential conflict with Turkey is now loo-
ming. In Iraq, the fighting continues, and
the regime in Iran is facing sanctions and
possible Israeli military action.

One group of people straddling the
upheaval are the Kurds. You find them in
all these countries and they have long
fought to create their own country.

So, could geopolitical changes taking
place in the Middle East give them a
chance to finally reach their goal?

There are an estimated 40 million of
them seeking recognition as Kurdish peo-
ple, but it is not a coordinated effort under
one command. One of the most important
Kurdish groups is the PKK, the Kurdistan
Workers' Party, which is based in northern
Irag. In Iran there is the Party of Free Life
of Kurdistan (PJAK) and in Syria there is
the Democratic Union Party (PYD).

After seeing reports that the PKK has
recently become more involved in attacks
in Turkey and after hearing that Kurdish
fighters have been seen in battles going
on in Syria, we decided to seek out the
PKK leader to discuss what he and his fel-
low Kurds are doing now.

But finding the man leading the PKK in
Iraq is not easy. Constantly under threat
from Turkish jet fighters dropping bombs
on PKK targets, the commander, Murat
Karayilan and his team, are constantly on
the move, hiding. After driving to an
agreed upon meeting point in northern
Iraq, however, we met his people who

Murat Karayilan:
Hoping for a Kurdish

The leader of the PKK's armed wing explains the
role of Kurds in the Syrian conflict.

escorted us to a lush area where we finally
met him and invited him to talk to Al
Jazeera.

"Turkey does not want us to be part of the
changes in the Middle East .... Turkey is
afraid of the changes in the region. They
are afraid that the Kurds will wake up and
also rise like the rest of the people in the
Middle East ...

There are no PKK fighters inside Syria. This
is Turkish propaganda. As far as | know
and | follow the Syrian situation very close-
ly, there are PYD forces in that area but
they are not cooperating with the regime or
the government forces. PKK is an organi-
sation that wants peace and democracy in
the region. PKK has been fighting for
peace for 40 years. PKK supports change
and democracy in Syria. But PKK does not
accept Turkish interference in Syria. That's
the main problem ...

There are many Kurdish political parties
inside Syria and they don't cooperate with
either the Syrian government or opposition,
they have chosen a third path, in the mid-
dle. For example in Aleppo, the Kurds
decided to stay outside the fight because
they see that the opposition in Syria is
backed by Turkey. The opposition has not
recognised Kurdish rights. They have not
reached an agreement. So the Kurds in
Syria have decided to stay neutral. But
they also want change .... Generally speak-
ing if the opposition recognise the rights of
the Kurds in that area, then the Kurds
might join the opposition there ...

Now the Kurds in the area are not fighting
any battles or getting involved because
their goal is not to take over the Damascus
regime. The Kurds just want to have their
own natural rights. This is the Kurdish real-
ity .... We want a revolution and we are on
the side of the revolution. But we believe in
a different way of achieving the revolution.
We do not support the regime, we are on
the side of change and democracy ...

The region is heading towards a sectarian
war. This is very dangerous. We will not get
involved in the Sunni Shia divide. Kurds will
stay neutral. We would like to see con-
structive politics. Turkey is trying to twist
our position. Because they want to finish
the PKK and they want us to become a tar-
get in the current war ...

It's a path for democracy and freedom that
started in Tunisia and Egypt. We will take
part in this path. The Kurds will not be any-
body's army. We have to stay independent
and work with the people. We will be on the
side of democracy, if the West brings
democracy we will take part in it. But if the
West has hidden agendas then we will not
take part. This is what we are preparing for

This is the time to end those kinds of
regimes. Sooner or later they will fall. But
the use of force alone will only bring more
destruction now and later. Change is a
must and Assad should not insist on
staying in power."

Murat Karayilan, PKK's leader
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12 octobre 2012

Le conflit syrien - Le pire scénario?

Se"rge Truffaut

On douterait que le conflit syrien
soit en constante mutation qu'il
suffirait de s’attarder sur le regain
de tension, prononcé et récent,
entre deux pays qui ont rarement
eu des relations sereines. De qui
s’agit-il ? La Turquie et la Russie.
Pour reprendre les mots du prési-
dent turc Abdullah Giil, « les scé-
narios du pire » sont en train de «
se matérialiser ». C’est dire.

Dans la nuit de jeudi, ’état-major
Turc n’a pas fait dans le détail. Il a
envoyé une escadrille de jets
détourner un avion de ligne, un
avion civil portant les couleurs de
la compagnie nationale syrienne et
qui faisait la navette entre la
Russie et Damas. Le prétexte évo-
qué par Ankara ? Cet avion trans-
portait des armes destinées au
gouvernement de Bachar al-Assad.
On s’en doute, si le premier min-
istre turc, Recep Erdogan, assure
que de 'équipement et des muni-
tions ont été trouvés, les
dirigeants russes ont argué le con-
traire et annoncé dans la foulée
que la visite du président Vladimir

Poutine, prévue a I'’agenda du
court terme, avait été remise aux
calendes grecques.

Cela rappelé, la « découverte »
turque a eu une conséquence a
retenir comme a méditer : elle a
enflammé 1’opinion publique
turque. Histoire de ne pas étre en
reste, le secrétaire général de
I’OTAN, Anders Fogh Rasmussen,
a tenu a marteler que « tous les
plans nécessaires a la défense et a
la protection de la Turquie sont en
place ». Et ce, au lendemain et
juste au lendemain d’une sortie
publique remarquée. Celle du
patron des armées turques qui a
prévenu la Syrie que si un autre
obus tombe en sol turc, la ou sont
regroupés les exilés syriens, la
riposte serait beaucoup plus mus-
clée que celles commandées
jusqu’alors. On se rappellera qu’au
début de la semaine, cinq civils
turcs ont été tués par un engin
tiré a partir du territoire syrien.

Il n’est pas besoin d’étre grand
clerc pour avancer que les acteurs
en présence sont en train de met-
tre la table de 'escalade du con-

flit. Un conflit, dans le pire des
cas, propre a déstabiliser un
Moyen-Orient que tout un chacun
sait treés fragile, propre a trans-
former une guerre circonscrite a la
Syrie en une guerre régionale. Un
conflit, dans le pire des cas, si I'on
ose dire, qui déboucherait sur ce
que des experts appellent une «
irakisation » du dossier.
Autrement dit, un conflit qui
serait plus sanglant qu'il ne I'a été
jusqu’a présent parce qu’animé
par une foule d’acteurs.

Déja, au cours des récentes
semaines, on a observé que des
salafistes-djhiadistes avaient
rejoint 'armée de libération syri-
enne (ALS), que le Qatar et I’Arabie
saoudite étaient plus présents,
plus actifs, notamment sur le plan
financier, qu’ils ne I'avaient été
jusqu’a présent, que les Kurdes
syriens profitent du vacuum
afférent a la guerre civile pour
mieux coller, mieux se rapprocher
des Kurdes irakiens. Quoi d’autre
? Pas plus tard qu’hier, le
Parlement turc a voté la prolonga-
tion des frappes militaires contre
les Kurdes de Turquie retranchés

dans le Kurdistan irakien. Quoi
d’autre (bis) ? Le Conseil national
syrien (CNS) est sur la sellette.

En effet, ce dernier a fait la
preuve, mille fois plutot qu'une,
de son immaturité politique, de
son incompétence sur beaucoup
de fronts pour la bonne et plate
raison qu'il regroupe une myriade
de chefs aux petits pieds.
Autrement dit, de personnalités
qui gérent davantage leur fonds
de commerce respectif au lieu de
s’'attarder a la défense comme a la
promotion du bien commun.
Malgré les soutiens apportés
notamment par le gouvernement
turc et certaines chancelleries, ils
sont loin d’avoir atteint les objec-
tifs politiques qu’ils s’étaient fixés
al’été 2011. Ce faisant, ils se sont
aliénés bien des dirigeants, on
pense en particulier aux
Européens, trés agacés par leurs
incessants louvoiements. Et cela,
les Russes 'ont bien compris,
ainsi qu’en font foi leurs récentes
provocations qui ont d’ailleurs
convaincu Erdogan d’affirmer ces
jours-ci : « Qui veut la paix pré-
pare la guerre. » Vertigineux ! ¢

13 OCTOBRE 2012

Syrie: le Kurdistan se prépare dans

l'inquiétude a ’apres-Bachar el-Assad

Par RFI, Avec notre envoyé spécial en
Syrie, Jérome Bastion

I’heure ou ['Union européenne envi-

sage de nouvelles sanctions contre
la Syrie alors que les combats y font
toujours rage, la contestation se pour-
suit dans la partie kurde du pays. La
région, qui n’a pas subi les ravages de
la guerre civile, s’inquiete des consé-
quences de la chute annoncée du
régime.

Journée traditionnelle de mobilisation et de
contestation du pouvoir baasiste a Kobané dans
le Kurdistan syrien. Ici pourtant, rien n’est
comme dans le reste de la Syrie. Apres dix-huit
mois d’un soulévement populaire violemment
réprimé partout ailleurs - et qui a tourné a
Uinsurrection armée -, cette vaste région a, elle,
échappé a la guerre civile.

Autonomie de fait

Pas un coup de feu n’a été tiré. Mieux que cela,
les troupes réguliéres et toute |’administration
du pouvoir central se sont subitement retirées,
permettant aux Kurdes de jouir d’une autonomie
de facto tout a fait inattendue. C’était le 19 juil-

Un Kurde portant
les couleurs du
PKK a la frontiére
turco-syrienne, en
aoiit 2012.

AFP PHOTO /
ARIS MESSINIS

let dernier. Le départ de Bachar el-Assad et
I’autonomie dans une future Syrie fédérale, voila
ce que réclament les manifestants.

Depuis, les quatre millions de Kurdes de Syrie
gérent pour la premiére fois, seuls, leur région,
collée a la Turquie et a Ulrak. Mais ils savent
qu’ils ne sont pas tout a fait maitres de leur des-
tin.

Les milices se préparent

S’il n’y a ici ni force loyaliste, ni insurrection
armée, ni armée syrienne libre, ni terrorisme
islamiste, personne ne doute que dés que sur-

viendra la chute de Bachar el-Assad et de son
régime, les armes parleront et le sang coulera
dans le Kurdistan occidental, comme on dit en
référence a la Turquie et a Ulrak. Car « nous
sommes entourés d’ennemis », dit ce notable de
Kobamé.

En prévision de ce conflit, les milices armées se
multiplient, comme la brigade Saadec, dont la
formation a été annoncée ce jeudi 11 octobre.
Elle reste pour Uinstant discréte, a peine visible
dans les rues, mais bien présente dans ’esprit
inquiet des populations de cette région, qui
vivent sur le fil du rasoir. W
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Border Tensions

Syrian Conflict Raises Kurdish
Specter For Turkey

By Daniel Steinvorth

s the confrontation between

Turkey and Syria escalates,
Ankara is readying not only for
possible war against Syrian
President Bashar Assad, but also
against Kurdish separatists.
Turkey fears they may be embol-
dened by the situation in Syria
and resurrect their cause.

Necdet Ozel, the chief of the
Turkish General Staff, pulled his
visor cap deep down over his
face and placed his right hand
on his holster. In Akcakale,
where a Syrian shell killed five
civilians in early October, and
which has come under more
artillery fire from the neighbo-
ring country since then, the
commander of the Turkish army
threated to strike back with "full
force" if the shelling from Syria
didn't stop. "We are here," he
said, "and we are standing tall."

Several tank groups rumbled
up to a few meters from the bor-
der, and at least 25 additional
fighter jets landed at the
Diyarbakir air base. Ozel's mes-
sage was that Turkey, whose
army of 612,000 troops is the
largest in the Middle East, is pre-
paring for war with Syria.

Aircraft Ban

The general's army, second
in size only to that of the United
States within NATO, would
likely defeat the regime of
Syrian President Bashar Assad
within a few days. But an attack
could drag NATO into the
conflict, and it also poses subs-
tantial risks. The few shells that
are landing on Turkish soil
should be the least of Turkish
Prime Minister Recep Tayyip
Erdogan's worries. Indeed, he
should be more concerned over
a strategic maneuver on the part
of Syria, whereby Assad is allo-
wing the Kurds to do as they
please on his side of the border,
fueling the Turks' fears of a new
uprising by the Kurdish mino-
rity in their own country.

In principle, an enabling sta-

tute for military campaigns
would allow Prime Minister
Erdogan to strike at any time.
The situation in the region is
already volatile. Syrian artillery
shells continue to strike near
refugee camps that now house
up to 100,000 Syrians. And with
the forced landing last week of a
Syrian passenger jet, which
apparently had ammunition and
missile parts from Russia in its
cargo hold, Turkey irritated the
Assad regime and antagonized
Syria's ally, Russian President
Vladimir Putin.

The incident prompted
Turkey to ban all Syrian aircraft
from its airspace. Meanwhile, on
Monday, an Armenian plane
flying to the Syrian city of
Aleppo was ordered to land.
After its cargo was searched, the
plane was allowed to continue
on its way once it was confirmed
the plane was carrying humani-
tarian aid as Armenian officials
had stated.

Playing With Fire

Erdogan is also playing with
fire by granting safe haven to
the Syrian opposition in exile,
providing the Free Syrian Army
with space to retreat and proba-
bly helping resupply the rebels
with weapons. Erdogan was the
first foreign leader to call for the
establishment of a buffer zone
in northern Syria.

Assad took revenge in his
own way, by withdrawing his
military from Syria's Kurdish
areas in the northeastern part of
the country bordering Turkey in
recent months. The area is now
controlled by an organization
affiliated with the banned
Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK),
the Democratic Union Party
(PYD) which reportedly has
already proclaimed a "West
Kurdistan Autonomous Region."

The possibility of a second
Kurdish republic taking shape --
next to the semiautonomous
Kurdish region of northern Iraq
-- is a nightmare for Erdogan. He
already has his hands full with
the chronic Kurdish problem in

Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan (left), and Turkey's
Chief of Staff General Necdet Ozel have warned that Turkey will
not shrink from a conflict with neighboring Syria.

his own country. In fighting bet-
ween the Turkish Army and PKK
units, more than 700 people
died this year alone, in what was
the bloodiest summer in 20
years.

The True Targets?

Kurdish  separatists in
Turkey, who are already looking
to Syria with envy, could now
see a resurrection of their cause,
even to the point of achieving a
"Greater Kurdistan, which
includes the southern borders
of Turkey," as the daily newspa-
per Milliyet writes.

So are the freedom-loving
Kurds, more than the Assad
regime, the true targets of
Turkey's potential war plans?
There is a good reason that
Erdogan's new military law only
vaguely mentions "operations
outside  Turkish  borders."
Similar language was used in the
past to legitimize operations
against presumed PKK positions
in northern Iraq that were
dubious under international law.

It is clear that a military
strike against Kurds in northeas-
tern Syria could be easier to sell
to the Turkish public than a war
against the entire country. "We
don't want our children's blood
to be shed in Arab deserts,"
Turkish  opposition leader
Kemal Kilicdaroglu said in par-

liament.
Personal Hostility

But it is also clear that if
Turks are killed in another
Syrian shelling incident,
Erdogan could feel compelled to
act. His personal hostility
toward Assad would likely help
him overcome any qualms. The
Turkish premier feels personally
deceived by his former "bro-
ther," after Assad promised
reforms several times and then
proceeded against his people
with  unchanged  severity.
Erdogan's best friend in the
Arab world became his worst
enemy.

To prepare his war-weary
people for the worst, the
Turkish premier has also appea-
led to their patriotic spirit,
saying: "A country that is not
prepared to go to war at any
time is not fully developed.”

Erdogan berates cautious
people like Kilicdaroglu as trai-
tors to the Turkish people,
noting that the opposition lea-
der is, after all, an Alevi, which,
of course, would make him a
supporter of the Assad's Alawite
regime. Alevis and Alawites are
both sects of Shiite Islam. O

Translated from the German
by Christopher Sultan
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Who benefits from bombing
Syria’s Kurdish region?

Syrian Kurds will likely
abandon the position they
have adopted throughout
the uprising: remaining
peaceful during

the revolution.

By SIRWAN KAJJO

For the first time in Syria’s 19-month
uprising, there have been explo-
sions in the Kurdish regions. Although
the target was not civilian, Kurdish par-
ties realize that their relatively calm
regions have already slipped into the
swamp of violence their fellow Syrians
have been experiencing for long months
Nnow.

The Qamishli explosion occurred at the
headquarters of regime security forces in
the city. Eight Syrian soldiers were killed
and dozens more wounded, including a
few civilian passersby. The car bomb
also damaged nearby residential build-
ings.

The state media, as always, accused ter-
rorists of committing “this act of sabo-
tage.”

However, the Free Syrian Army claimed
responsibility for the bombing. A high-
ranking commander of FSA said, “This
attack was the first of many that will tar-
get government sites in this [Kurdish]
region.”

In addition to FSA and regime forces,
there are other elements that would be

Syrian Kurds wearing Syrian opposition
flags Photo: REUTERS

part of a looming conflict. Armed men
affiliated with Democratic Union Party
(PYD) have already taken control of sev-
eral areas of the city as well as other
Kurdish towns. The PYD and FSA evi-
dently don’t get along. Several incidents
occurred in Aleppo and Efrin (north)
showed the growing tensions between
the two sides. Observers believe that
similar clashes might occur in Qamishli,
where the FSA’s presence is surprisingly
increasing.

The reason for this tension is mutual
accusations. PYD, which is close to
Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK), strongly
opposes any kind of FSA presence in the
Kurdish regions.

Leaders of the Kurdish party claim the
FSA, backed by Turkey, wants to be sta-
tioned in the Kurdish north to facilitate
possible future Turkish control of the
area. In contrast, the FSA claims that
the Kurdish regions are good launching
points for attacks on the Syrian regime.

The Qamishli attack not only indicates

an expansion of Syria’s civil war, but
also illustrate other complexities in this
part of the war-torn country.

The Kurdish National Council (KNC), an
umbrella for several Syrian Kurdish par-
ties, strongly condemned the bombing
and accused the Assad regime of execut-
ing the attack. KNC’s statement said the
regime strives to drag the Kurds into the
current conflict as an attempt to plunge
the Syrian revolution into a more sectar-
ian dispersion.

The two main political bodies represent-
ing Syrian Kurds (Kurdish National
Council and People’s Defense of West
Kurdistan) met in Iraqi Kurdistan last
month. Under direct supervision of the
Kurdistan Regional Government of Iraqi
Kurdistan, they signed a memorandum
of understanding, known as Erbil
Agreement, resulting in the creation of
the Supreme Kurdish Commission in
Syria. The newly-established commis-
sion is the first ever attempt at unifica-
tion among Syria’s Kurds. It allows
Kurdish forces to rigidly stand in the
face of any threat, internal or external,
against the Kurdish population of Syria.

Furthermore, the commission has
announced preparations for an
autonomous region in the northern part
of the country.

With this in mind, Syrian Kurds will like-
ly abandon the position they have adopt-
ed throughout the uprising in the coun-
try: remaining peaceful during the revo-
lution. Having armed men of the PYD
already, Kurdish political forces seem to
be making a major shift in its political
mechanism toward the new dynamics.

The writer is a Syrian Kurdish journalist
based in Washington, DC. He is a free-
lance writer and also a co-founder of the
Kurdish Review, a monthly publication
based in Washington, DC. &

17 October 2012

Iraqi Kurdish
leader calls
for dialogue
with PKK

TODAY'S ZAMAN, iSTANBUL

Nechirvan Barzani, prime minister of the
semi-autonomous Kurdish administra-
tive region in northern Iraq, has urged Turkey
to engage in dialogue with the terrorist

Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) to solve the
country's long-standing Kurdish conflict.

In an interview with the BBC, Barzani
said the Kurdish issue cannot be solved
through military means, adding that the pro-
blem is political.

“The only solution is dialogue and nego-
tiation,” Barzani stated, noting that Turkey
has taken many positive steps under the
leadership of Prime Minister Recep Tayyip
Erdogan.

Yet, the long-standing problem cannot
be solved overnight; the solution will take a
lot of time, Barzani told the BBC.

“So, the critical question is “Does Turkey
want to solve the issue? If it does, it has to

sit down at the negotiating table with the
PKK.”

The Kurdish leader also called for a
cease-fire between the Turkish military and
the PKK and the improvement of prison
conditions for PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan.
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La Turquie n’interviendra pas malgré ses menaces et la mobilisation militaire d’Ankara

SYRIE : LA DIFFICILE EQUATION KURDE

La Tribune d'Algérie
Par Lyés Menacer

L a chute en 2003 du régime du

. défunt président irakien, Saddam
Hussein, a changé bien des choses dans
les rapports entre les communautés en
place. Réprimées pendant des décen-
nies, par une minorité sunnite, d’ou était
issu I’ancien homme fort de Baghdad, les
communautés kurdes et chiites ont su
profiter de I'invasion américaine de
I’ancienne Babylone pour revenir au
devant de la scéne. Les Chiites ont pris
les rénes du pouvoir en Irak, tout en
composant avec les Kurdes, qui ont fait
du nord du pays un territoire autonome,
avec son propre Parlement et exercant
son pouvoir sur la gestion des ressources
naturelles, bien qu’il demeure sous la
coupe du gouvernement central de
Baghdad. Le basculement des rapports
de force en Irak, qui fait d’ailleurs crain-
dre la scission de ce pays en trois mini-
Etats (chiite, sunnite et kurde), a fait grin-
cer des dents les voisins iraniens, turcs et
syriens, ou vit une communauté kurde
réduite au silence et éliminée du circuit
du développement économique et social.
C’est a Ankara que les soucis se sont
accentués. Les indépendantistes kurdes
ont repris confiance en eux et continuent
donc a réver d’un grand Kurdistan qui
intégrera les territoires kurdes irako-
iraniens, ainsi que celui de la Syrie. La
crise politico-militaire syrienne vient
compliquer la situation et une donne qui,
jusque-1a, est restée presque ignorée. En
effet, la déstabilisation du régime de
Bachar al-Assad a Damas a réveillé la
communauté kurde, qui pense l’avenir de
la Syrie autrement que les autres commu-
nautés, qui se sont regroupées au sein de
I'opposition.

Les Kurdes syriens veulent une recon-
naissance officielle avant de s’engager
dans n’importe quel projet de dialogue
avec 'opposition syrienne et le prochain
gouvernement de Damas, au cas ou
Bachar al-Assad quitterait le pouvoir. Ce
dernier, conscient de I'importance de
cette communauté, qui vit dans les
provinces frontaliéres avec la Turquie,
avait tenté un rapprochement deés les
premiers mois de la révolte populaire,
qui a fini par se transformer en une lutte
armée causant, depuis la mi-mars 2011,
plus de 30 000 morts, des milliers de dis-
parus et plongé la Syrie dans le chaos.

Mais les Kurdes ont posé des conditions
que le régime de Damas sait ne pas pou-
voir satisfaire. Aussi, les Kurdes ne sont
pas dupes pour croire en les promesses
d’un régime qui les a les réprimés de la

maniére la plus meurtriére dans le passé.

Qu’est-ce qui ’empécherait donc de
récidiver si Bachar al-Assad venait a
arriver a bout de I'opposition armée,
pour ne plus revivre la méme révolte que
celle qui risque aujourd’hui de les
emporter lui et son clan, qui continuent
de bénéficier du soutien de Moscou, de
Pékin et de Téhéran.

Pourquoi il n’y aurait pas de guerre
turco-syrienne ?

I’éveil politique kurde en Syrie s’est
accompagné par la création d’une force
armée, dont le nombre de soldats
demeure un secret de polichinelle. Cette
force armée kurde a été créée en 2004,
suite a la sanglante répression dont a été
victime cette communauté, le 12 mars
2004 dans la province de Quamishli.
Cette armée dit se baser sur le principe
de «la légitime défensey. Dans un entre-
tien accordé au quotidien électronique
francais Mediapart, un responsable des
Unités de défense du peuple (YPG),
créées «officiellementy le 20 juillet 2012,
Sipan Hamo, ne mache pas ses mots.Il a
parlé d’armée kurde qui est préte a livr-
er bataille a quiconque oserait s’attaquer
a ce qu'’il considere comme le Kurdistan
occidental, par rapport au Kurdistan
irakien et turc. Interrogé sur I’éventuelle
attaque turque sur leur territoire, Sipan
Hamo affirme que les Kurdes n’ont pas
de probléme particulier avec Ankara.
«Par contre, (...) les terres du Kurdistan
s’étendent d’Afrin a Dérik, et au moindre
faux pas de la part de la Turquie, nous
sommes préts a montrer une grande
résistancey. 'armée d’Ankara, qui a regu
I'autorisation de son Parlement de
s’engager en guerre contre la Syrie en
cas de nécessité, réfléchira a deux fois
avant de mener une telle aventure, qui
serait périlleuse aussi bien pour la
Turquie que pour I'avenir de toute la
sous-région. A lire donc I’entretien de
Sipan Hamo, on comprend combien il est
difficile d’évoquer une guerre turco-syri-
enne. Ankara, qui ceuvre pour le départ
d’Al-Assad n’est toutefois pas intéressée
par la création d’un territoire kurde
autonome. Elle espére donc peser de
tout son poids pour éviter cette éventual-

ité en Syrie et lutter contre toute tentative
d’indépendance de ce territoire.
Pourtant, le responsable kurde semble
pencher pour la création d’un Etat kurde
qui naitrait de la scission de la Syrie.
C’est ce qu'’il insinue en affirmant que «si
I’Etat turc est compréhensif et de bonne
foi, les Kurdes pourraient développer
des relations amicales avec leurs
voisinsy. Autrement dit, les Kurdes sont
dans I’aprés-départ d’Al-Assad,
puisqu’ils croient peu en I’opposition
politique syrienne qui n’est pas encline a
les reconnaitre officiellement. Pour rap-
pel, le Conseil national syrien dispose
de son quartier général a Istanbul. La
Turquie a donc son influence directe-
ment sur les décisions politiques concer-
nant la place des Kurdes dans le futur
gouvernement de transition et la Syrie
de I'aprés-Bachar al-Assad. Dans un Irak
menacé par ’éclatement en mini-Etats,
ce qui donnerait inévitablement nais-
sance a un Kurdistan irakien, et a une
Syrie ou les Kurdes espérent disposer de
leur propre Etat, les Kurdes turcs
n’auraient donc qu’a déclarer uni-
latéralement leur indépendance
d’Ankara, il n’est pas aisé d’intervenir
militairement pour mettre fin au drame
syrien. Que ce soit la Turquie, qui méne
une guerre sans merci contre ses Kurdes,
ou les pays occidentaux favorables a une
intervention étrangeére en Syrie, de nom-
breux analystes voient dans cette guerre
turco-syrienne I’embrasement de la
région et une instabilité durable de
I’ancien empire Ottoman, dont le terri-
toire pourrait donc étre amputé d’'une
partie. ¢

L. M.
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by Ahmed Rasheed

AGHDAD (Reuters) - lraq asked Turkey

on Tuesday to stop attacking Kurdish
rebel forces sheltering across the border in
northern Iraq, as Turkey prepares to extend
its internal mandate for the raids.

The Baghdad government's power over
Iraq's autonomous Kurdistan region is
limited, but the comments are an indica-
tion of tensions with Turkey, which has
given refuge to Iraq's fugitive vice presi-
dent.

The Turkish government on Monday
asked parliament to renew the mandate,
expiring on October 17, under which it has
mounted mostly aerial raids on Kurdistan
Workers' Party (PKK) bases in Iraq's Kurdish
region. Parliament is due to discuss it on
Thursday.

"The cabinet objects to this motion,
which contradicts the principle of good

Iraq tells Turkey to stop
pursuing Kurdish rebels
over border

neighbourly relations,” Iraqi government
spokesman Ali Dabbagh said in a state-
ment.

"It rejects the presence of any foreign
bases or troops on lIraqi territory and the
incursion of any foreign military forces
into Iraqgi lands on the pretext of hunting
down rebels," he added, complaining of a
"violation of Iraqi sovereignty and secu-
rity".

He said the cabinet had advised parlia-
ment to cancel or refuse to renew any pre-
existing agreements that would permit
foreign states to enter Iragi territory.

The past few months have seen some
of the heaviest fighting between Turkish
forces and the PKK since the PKK took up
arms in 1984 with the aim of carving out a
Kurdish state in southeastern Turkey.

Turkey has sent ground forces into Iraq
in pursuit of rebels, most recently in 2008,
and has some 1,000 troops based there
under an agreement with Iraq dating from

the 1990s.

Relations between largely Sunni
Muslim Turkey and lIraq, led by Shi'ite
Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki, have soured
in the past year over mutual allegations of
sectarianism.

Iraq was furious when Turkey refused
last month to send back Iraqg's fugitive
Sunni vice president, Tareq al-Hashemi,
who was sentenced to death in his absence
on charges of running death squads,
which he denied.

But the PKK's hideouts are out of
Baghdad's reach, in the virtually impassa-
ble mountainous north of Iraqgi Kurdistan,
which has been autonomous since 1991
and has its own armed forces, who are
responsible for defending Iraq's border
with Turkey.

The Kurds, protective of their auto-
nomy, do not allow Iraqi central govern-
ment forces into their area and have been
brought closer to their Turkish neighbour
by economic interests.

Nonetheless, Kurdish President
Masoud Barzani has repeatedly condem-
ned Turkish military operations against the
PKK in Iraq and says Turkey's Kurdish pro-
blem can only be solved peacefully. ¢

16 October 2012

By Roy Gutman
McClatchy Newspapers

ISTANBUL -- Turkish tanks are
deployed on hilltops overlooking Syria and
additional combat aircraft have been
moved to bases close to that war-torn
country in an escalation that began Oct.
3, when a Syrian artillery round landed in
the border town of Akcakale, killing five
Turkish civilians.

But while the developments have all
the appearance of two countries heading
for a major clash, the Turkish govern-
ment’s moves may relate not so much to
the civil war now raging across Syria, but
to what is for Turkey a far deadlier
conflict: The long-running war against
militant Kurdish separatists, whom the
Turkish government sees as a threat to
the existence of the state itself.

Since July, when the outlawed
Kurdistan Workers’ Party, or PKK by its
Kurdish initials, launched its latest offen-
sive, at least 112 Turks have died, 99 of
them from the army and other security
forces and 13 civilians, according to a
McClatchy compilation of Turkish news
accounts. Government forces claim to
have killed 325 separatists, and casualties
mount.

One of the most serious assaults

occurred early last month, when some 70
PKK guerrillas stormed the center of
Beytussebap in southeastern Sirnak pro-
vince, blew up the town’s only bridge and
opened rifle and rocket fire from four diffe-
rent directions on the governor’s office, a
military barracks and police offices. They
killed 10 security personnel. The army
deployed a special commando unit and
claims to have killed 50 of the attackers.
Continuing incidents have rattled the
country.

Turkey also sees a growing PKK threat
immediately across the border.

In apparent retaliation for Turkey’s
backing of the rebellion against Syrian
President Bashar Assad, Syria has trans-
ferred control of many Kurdish towns in
northern Syria to the Syrian affiliate of the
PKK, causing alarm in Ankara. Moreover,
the PKK is said to have deployed a sizable
number of fighters — possibly 2,000 or
more — into Kurdish Syria to bolster its
local affiliate there, the Democratic Union
Party.

Turkey, the United States and the
European Union all view the PKK as a ter-
ror organization whose aim is to break up
the Turkish state. Turkish leaders say
they will not permit a PKK-led entity to be
set up on its border.

In the view of many diplomatic obser-

Diplomats see Kurds, not Assad, as likely
target of Turkish border buildup

vers here, if Turkey does use force in or
around Syria, it will not be seeking the
overthrow of Assad, which is not a core
security concern for Turkey, but the
demise of the PKK, whose hope to set up
an independent Kurdish state would
impinge on the sovereignty of Turkey, Iran,
Syria and Iraq.

The war against the PKK, which began
in 1984 and has claimed as many as
40,000 lives, became a good deal more
complex as a result of the Arab Spring.
Assad not only has refused to curb PKK
activities within his borders, but there are
signs he has actively encouraged the
PKK’s latest offensive.

A defector, who broke with the PKK in
late June, told Turkish officials that “large
amounts of money” flowed from Syria into
PKK coffers in the first half of 2012, accor-
ding to documents that McClatchy was
allowed to read.

Additionally, Turkish officials now
believe the commander of the current PKK
assaults in Turkey is Fehman Huseyn,
who’s also known as Bahoz Erdal, a
Syrian Kurd who is based in northern
Iraq.

Meanwhile, Syria’s close ally, Iran, has
done nothing to discourage the use of its
territory by PKK guerrillas. &
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«Le PKK va intensifier la lutte armée»

Les affrontements entre I’armée turque et les rebelles kurdes n’avaient pas atteint un tel degré de
violence depuis 1999. Murat Karayilan, le chef exécutif du PKK, explique sa stratégie

BORIS MABILLARD

pres une longue attente dans le noir,
quelqu’un vient enfin. Il valide le
mot de passe. Début du voyage sur
une piste défoncée entre les précipices pour
éviter les checkpoints de 1’armée qui
restreignent 1’acces a cette zone. Devant, ce
sont les pentes du Qandil, un massif mon-
tagneux dans la région autonome du
Kurdistan en Irak, a la frontiére iranienne,
dont les rebelles du Parti des travailleurs du
Kurdistan (PKK) ont fait leur sanctuaire.
Fouille, atermoiements, Murat Karayilan, le
chef exécutif du PKK, est sur ses gardes. I1
a choisi la clandestinit¢ depuis que le
groupe est considéré comme terroriste par
I’Union européenne, les Etats-Unis et la
Turquie ou il meéne ses attaques. Apres
s’étre d’abord battu pour I’indépendance du
Kurdistan turc, le PKK réclame désormais
la reconnaissance des droits des Kurdes et
une autonomie relative. Les téléphones sont
confisqués, les détails du rendez-vous
restent mystérieux, il faut patienter.
L’homme est précédé de ses gardes du
corps, une équipe de presse du parti suit.
L’événement est rare.

L’été dernier a été le plus meurtrier depuis
1999, I’'année ou le leader historique du
PKK, Abdullah Ocalan, s’est fait arréter.
Selon Ankara, le conflit aurait fait plus de
44000 morts en pres de trente ans et, depuis
des semaines, il ne se passe pas un jour sans
que des combats éclatent entre 1’armée
turque et le PKK. Une recrudescence de
violence qui fragilise le premier ministre,
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, dont beaucoup
attendaient qu’il apporte une solution aux
revendications des Kurdes et mette fin aux
activitées du PKK. Le gouvernement
d’Ankara y voit une conséquence de la crise
syrienne, et accuse Damas d’aider le PKK
en représailles au soutien que lui-méme
apporte aux rebelles syriens.

Les derniéres escarmouches entre 1’armée
syrienne et I’armée turque ont fait monter la
tension d’un cran. Désormais, Ankara
évoque ouvertement la possibilité d’une
action militaire en Syrie. Ce qui pourrait
potentiellement impliquer les Kurdes de
Syrie, qui se sont partiellement affranchis,
de la tutelle de Damas. Mais aussi le PKK
qui a promis son soutien aux Kurdes
syriens. A mots tres clairs, Murat Karayilan
menace la Turquie.

Le Temps: Cet été a vu le PKK mener

Murat Karayilan (a g.): «<Le PKK est solidaire des aspirations de tous les Kurdes et
nous offrons notre soutien aux Kurdes syriens. Si I’armée turque s’en prenait a eux, ou
aux institutions qu’ils se sont choisies, nous ménerions des représailles trés violentes

sur le territoire turc.» (Boris Mabillard)

une offensive massive. Pourquoi?

Murat Karayilan: Ankara a abandonné les
négociations d’Oslo. Nous étions parvenus
avec la délégation turque a un protocole
d’accord. Recep Tayyip Erdogan, le pre-
mier ministre turc, devait avaliser le proto-
cole. Mais il n’y a jamais répondu. Au con-
traire, se croyant fort, pensant pouvoir nous
vaincre par les armes, il a redoublé ses
attaques sur tous les fronts. Nous poursuiv-
ant jusqu’ici, a Qandil, en territoire irakien.
Nous avons subi des grosses pertes, notam-
ment [’hiver dernier. Puis nous nous
sommes réorganisés au printemps et, au
début de 1’été, nous avons contre-attaqué.

— Etes-vous plus forts aujourd’hui que
vous ne I’étiez avant?

— En méme temps que nous nous réorgani-
sions, nous avons changé d’approche tac-
tique. Avant, nous frappions et nous dis-
paraissions ensuite. L’armée nous poursuiv-
ait en nous infligeant des pertes. Désormais,
nous ne fuyons plus. Nous n’attaquons plus
les bases militaires, 1a ou 1’armée est forte
et nous attend. Nous nous déployons dans
des régions ou les forces turques sont
absentes et nous attendons qu’elles vien-
nent. En fait, nous occupons des territoires
et nous les tenons, méme lorsque 1’armée
tente de nous en déloger.

— Pourquoi ne pas avoir développé cette
tactique plus tot?

— Nous nous posons aussi la question. Car
elle s’est montrée efficace au-dela de nos
espérances. L’armée aussi a été surprise.
Nous sommes gagnants a tous les coups: si

I’armée intervient pour reprendre les con-
trées que nous contrdlons comme, par
exemple, des campagnes dans la province
d’Hakkari, elle doit se battre sur notre ter-
rain, des montagnes que nous connaissons
parfaitement, ou nous pouvons avoir
I’avantage. Si elle ne fait rien, nous avons
conquis un territoire. Nous allons poursuiv-
re dans cette direction et méme intensifier
notre lutte armée.

— Restez-vous ouverts au dialogue?

— Oui, mais tout dépend du gouvernement
turc. Recep Tayyip Erdogan a annoncé il y
a quelques semaines que le dialogue d’Oslo
pouvait reprendre. Fort bien, cependant ce
ne sont que des mots, il ne montre pas dans
les faits sa volonté de trouver une solution
au probléme kurde. Nous restons absolu-
ment ouverts a toutes les négociations, a
tous les dialogues, mais nous ne stopperons
pas nos attaques armeées.

— Quel est le préalable a la fin de la vio-
lence?

— Le PKK, les différents partis politiques et
la société civile kurdes ont désigné
Abdullah Ocalan comme le plus a méme de
les représenter dans des négociations avec
Ankara. Nous demandons que les condi-
tions de détention d’Abdullah Ocalan soient
modifiées, qu’il ait acces aux soins dont il a
besoin, que sa sécurité soit garantie ainsi
qu’une certaine liberté de mouvement. Cela
pourrait se faire sous la forme d’une assig-
nation a résidence. Notre leader pourrait
ainsi mener des négociations avec le gou-
vernement. C’est une condition >
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> sine qua non a I’arrét des violences.

— Voyez-vous en la personne méme du
premier ministre un obstacle a la paix?

— Recep Tayyip Erdogan s’est fait élire sur
le dos des Kurdes en promettant une solu-
tion a la crise. I était plutot modéré au début
de son mandat, mais son vrai visage est vite
apparu. Un dictateur dont les ambitions
hégémoniques rappellent celles d’Adolf

Hitler.

— La Turquie a menacé d’intervenir dans
la région kurde de Syrie au cas ou ses
intéréts et sa sécurité seraient menacés.
Que feriez-vous dans ce cas?

— La Turquie doit se tenir a 1’écart de ce con-
flit, cesser ses manigances. Les Kurdes ont
un désir 1égitime d’une autonomie démocra-
tique, ils veulent la reconnaissance de leurs

droits. Le PKK est solidaire des aspirations
de tous les Kurdes et nous offrons notre sou-
tien aux Kurdes syriens. Si I’armée turque
s’en prenait a eux, ou aux institutions qu’ils
se sont choisies, nous ménerions des repré-
sailles trés violentes sur le territoire turc. m

Turquie: trois soldats, trois rebelles tués dans
des combats (agence)

ANKARA, 17 octobre 2012 (AFP)

TROIS SOLDATS TURCS ET TROIS REBELLES kurdes ont été tués dans
la nuit de mardi a mercredi lors d'attaques des rebelles contre un poste
militaire et une caserne dans le sud-est de la Turquie, a rapporté I'agence
de presse Anatolie.

Les affrontements lors de ces deux attaques simultanées lancées par les
rebelles du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK) prés de la localité de
Cukurca dans la province de Hakkari, aux confins de I'lran et de I'lrak, ont duré
jusqu'a l'aube, a affirmé Anatolie, citant un communiqué du gouvernorat de la

province.
Un soldat a été blessé dans les combats, a ajouté I'agence.

La région de Cukurca fait partie d'un petit nombre de zones montagneuses du
sud-est anatolien ou le PKK a intensifié depuis le mois d'ao(it ses opérations
contre les forces de sécurité, affirmant mettre en oeuvre une nouvelle stratégie
de "maitrise du terrain".

Le PKK est considéré comme une organisation terroriste par la Turquie et de
nombreux pays.

Le conflit kurde en Turquie a fait quelque 45.000 morts depuis que le PKK a pris
les armes en 1984 dans le sud-est anatolien, peuplé en majorité de Kurdes. o

Attentat contre un gazoduc Iran-Turquie:
28 soldats turcs blessés

ANKARA, 19 octobre 2012 (AFP)

"Les terroristes ont organisé une attaque contre le gazoduc d'Iran prés de
village de Tiirkeli, dans le district d'Eleskirt. A la suite de I'explosion, nous
avons eu des camarades blessés par I'incendie”, a déclaré a I'agence de
presse Anatolie Mehmet Tekinarslan, le gouverneur de la province d'Agri,
dont dépend le district d'Eleskirt.

"Au total, 28 de nos militaires ont été blessés", dont un a été gravement brilé, a
ajouté le gouverneur, qui désignait par le terme de "terroristes” les rebelles
kurdes du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK).

Les forces de sécurité ont lancé une opération pour intercepter les auteurs de
I'attaque, a indiqué M. Tekinarslan, précisant que lincendie provoqué par
I'attentat avait été éteint.

Le flux de gaz iranien était cependant interrompu, a affirmé la chaine
d'information NTV.

Plusieurs attaques similaires contre ce gazoduc ont été imputées ces derniers
mois aux rebelles du PKK. Une précédente explosion survenue le 8 octobre
dans la méme province d'Agri a interrompu les livraisons de gaz iranien jusqu'a

dimanche dernier.

Le PKK, considéré comme une organisation terroriste par la Turquie et de nom-
breux pays, se bat pour 'autonomie du sud-est de la Turquie, peuplé en majo-
rit¢ de Kurdes. Le conflit a fait plus de 45.000 morts depuis le début de
linsurrection du PKK, en 1984, selon l'armée turque.a

Suspected Kurdish rebels
attack school in Turkey with

home-made bombs; 3 injured
ANKARA, Turkey - October 9, 2012 - Associated Press

TURKISH media say suspected Kurdish militants have hur-
led small homemade bombs and fire bombs at a school in
southeast Turkey, slightly injuring a student and two tea-

chers.

The Anadolu Agency says masked men on Tuesday targeted
the administrative office and teachers' room of a school in a
town in Diyarbakir province, causing panic at the school. The
Dogan news agency said the assailants, who escaped, are belie-
ved to be Kurdish militants.

Kurdish rebels, who are fighting for self-rule in southeast
Turkey, have targeted teachers and civil servants in the region
in the past. ®
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Turkey, Syria and the Kurds

South by south-east

The fiercely anti-Assad stance Turkey is taking in Syria is aggravating
long-running troubles with its own 14m-odd Kurds

NUSAYBIN AND SENYURT

A GIANT Kurdish flag undulating atop a
raised plateau inside Syria faces the town
of Senyurt in Turkey’s mainly Kurdish south-
east. At the local headquarters of the rul-
ing Justice and Development (AK) party, a
grey slab engraved with Ataturk’s aphorism
“Happy is he who calls himself a Turk” gath-
ers dust under a stairwell. Across the street
at the gendarmerie, another slogan—
“Loyalty to the army is our honour”—glints
through barbed wire.

The scene encapsulates Turkey’s Kurdish
(and Syrian) impasse. The Turkish prime
minister, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, has long
called for Syria’s president, Bashar Assad,
to go. Turkey now hosts over 100,000
refugees from Syria. Tensions between the
two countries have almost tipped into open
war. Yet there is no sign of an early end to
the Syrian conflict. And the withdrawal of
Syrian forces from mainly Kurdish towns
along the border has raised the stakes in
the Turkish state’s 28-year battle with the
Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK).

The towns are now run by the PKK’s Syrian
franchise, the Democratic Union Party
(PYD). As well as setting up Kurdish-lan-
guage schools and Kurdish outfits, the PYD
is busily arming itself, forming three battal-
ions so far. It claims this is to defend
against the chaos that may ensue after Mr
Assad’s fall. But in the eyes of an increas-
ingly hawkish Mr Erdogan, the PYD is the
PKK—and its main enemy is Turkey.

The Kurds fear they, not Mr Assad’s forces,
are the target of Turkish troops and tanks
deployed along the border. They think a bill
just adopted by the Turkish parliament to
authorise the army to intervene abroad is
aimed at them. This is overwrought. Yet

Turkey is clearly rattled by the prospect of
a quasi-independent Syrian-Kurdish entity
emerging beside the Iraqi-Kurdish statelet
in northern Iraq.

In Nusaybin, farther along the border, the
Kurdish Peace and Democracy Party (BDP)
mayor, Ayse Gokkan, gestures at the Syrian
town of Kamishli, partly under PYD control.
When the Kurdish flag was raised over
Kamishli, thousands of locals took to the
streets in celebration. “These borders are
artificial, for centuries we lived as one, our
hearts are one, our aims are one, our suf-
fering is one,” she sighs. At the BDP-run
Mitanni cultural centre, young Kurds are
making up for lost time, performing dramas
and songs in the most widely spoken
Kurdish dialect, Kurmanji. “Independent
maybe, autonomy definitely,” grins a
teenager playing the role of Hamlet.

The PKK often seems less concerned with
Kurdish rights than with undermining the
AK party. The rebels have escalated their
violent campaign inside Turkey, killing
scores of soldiers and policemen. And right
across the south-east, the PKK has
embarked on a terrorist spree, burning gov-
ernment buildings, raiding schools, wound-
ing children and kidnapping teachers to
weaken the state’s grip.

The fiercest fighting has been in the moun-
tains around Semdinli, a town wedged
between Iran and Iraq. Cemil Oter, leader
of the powerful Jirki tribe, which has
fought on the side of the army against the
PKK, suggests that Turkish rule over
Semdinli has become a polite fiction. Mr
Oter, once an ardent supporter of Mr
Erdogan, used to tell his people to vote AK.
“He gave us more hope than any other
Turkish leader,” acknowledges Mr Oter. But

“now he has become just like the others,
we won’t vote for him again.”

AK is the BDP’s sole rival in the region. It
swept up half the Kurdish votes in the
south-east in 2007. In 2009 Mr Erdogan
came tantalisingly close to peace, first by
taming Turkey’s meddlesome generals and
then by introducing reforms that gave the
Kurds greater linguistic and cultural free-
doms. He also began secret talks with the
imprisoned PKK leader, Abdullah Ocalan, in
hopes of ending an insurgency that has cost
nearly 50,000 lives. But Mr Erdogan’s 2009
“Kurdish opening” was closed after he was
re-elected last year.

Critics claim that Mr Erdogan ditched the
Kurdish opening in a cynical bid to court
nationalist votes that may carry him to the
presidency when it becomes free in 2014.
They also say his promises of a new demo-
cratic constitution will come to nothing.
The government retorts that, by stepping
up its terrorist attacks, the PKK has made it
impossible to get the Turkish public on
board. Even as Turkish fighter jets rained
bombs on PKK camps in northern Iraq this
week, the government was unveiling text-
books for Kurmanji classes in state schools.
An official Kurdish-Turkish dictionary is in
the works, and defendants will be allowed
to speak Kurdish in court.

Yet with each new concession, the PKK
keeps raising the bar. The rebels now insist
they will not resume talks unless Mr Ocalan
is moved out of solitary confinement and
placed under “humane conditions” (ie,
house arrest). Hundreds of PKK prisoners
have gone on indefinite hunger strike to
this end. Mr Ocalan, who is revered by
Kurds, could yet be the key to peace. But
after 13 years of solitary confinement his
health is waning and so is his grip.

Indeed, as the PYK consolidates its hold in
Syria, a solution seems to be slipping out of
Turkey’s hands. Many believe that Mr
Erdogan’s Syrian policy, especially his sup-
port for the opposition Free Syrian Army, is
to blame. “They freed the border from
Assad, only for the PKK to step in,” says one
opposition MP. Moreover, by seeking to oust
Mr Assad, Turkey has antagonised his chief
allies, Iran and Iraq, prompting them to
rekindle their alliances with the PKK.

The economic cost is also rising. Turkey has
lost an estimated $3 billion in annual trade.
Nusaybin, a former hub for suitcase
traders, has been hit hard since its border
with Syria was sealed in December.
Shuttered shops line the streets.
Unemployment, says Mrs Gokkan, has rock-
eted to 90%. With few prospects,
Nusaybin’s youths are natural recruits for
the PKK. 0
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Three Turkish soldiers
killed in PKK attacks
on outposts

17 October 2012 by Seyhmus Cakan (Reuters)

DIYARBAKIR, Turkey Kurdish militants attacked military outposts
in southeast Turkey overnight, killing three Turkish soldiers, security
sources said on Wednesday:.

Armed with mortars and rifles, the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK)

guerrillas launched the raids at Cukurca in Hakkari province, a
mountainous area bordering Iraq and Iran, the sources said.

They said the Turkish military were searching for the militants in the
Turkey-Iraq border region.

The PKK - designated a terrorist group by Turkey, the United States
and European Union - has carried out a steady stream of attacks on
military targets in recent months, stepping up a 28-year-old insur-
gency.

More than 40,000 people have been killed in the conflict since the
PKK took up arms in 1984 with the aim of carving out a Kurdish state.

Fighting between the army and the PKK intensified over the summer,
a development which Ankara sees as linked to the chaos in neighbo-
ring Syria. Prime Minister Tayyip Erdogan has accused Syria's
President Bashar al-Assad of arming the PKK militants. O

Blast halts Iran gas
flow to Turkey, 28
troops wounded

October 19, 2012 - By Orhan Coskun - (Reuters) -

ANKARA - Unidentified saboteurs have blown up a pipeline in
eastern Turkey carrying Iranian natural gas, halting the flow of gas
and wounding 28 soldiers in a passing military vehicle, Turkish
officials said on Friday.

The overnight attack, less than a week after gas flow was restarted
following a previous attack, prompted Russia's top natural gas pro-
ducer Gazprom to increase its gas supplies to Turkey to offset the
shortfall.

The blast occurred in the area of Eleskirt, a town in Agri province. It
was not clear when gas flow through the pipeline would resume.

"Sabotage carried out late last night on the pipeline caused damage
and triggered a fire. Twenty-eight soldiers on duty in the area were
wounded," an official from the Agri governor's office told Reuters.

The outlawed Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) militant group has

claimed responsibility for repeated attacks on pipelines in Turkey in
its 28-year-old armed campaign for Kurdish self-governance, which
has intensified over the last few months.

The soldiers were being treated in various local hospitals for minor
injuries, burns and smoke inhalation, the official said, adding that the
fire had been extinguished.

"Damage assessment will be conducted on the pipeline. After the
extent of the damage is determined, we'll be able to say when the
flow will resume," an energy official said.

Gas flow from Iran was halted on October 8 after an explosion in eas-
tern Turkey, and resumed a week later.

Flows have also been halted several times on the Kirkuk-Ceyhan
pipeline carrying crude oil to Turkey from Iraq in recent months due
to suspected sabotage by the PKK, designated a terrorist organisation
by Turkey, the United States and the European Union.

After the latest blast, Gazprom's exporting arm, Gazprom Export,
said the Turkish company Botas had requested an increase in the gas
supply via the underwater Blue Stream pipeline to 48 million cubic
metres a day.

"Gazprom Export approved the request,” it said in an e-mailed state-
ment.

Turkey is Gazprom's second-largest natural gas consumer after
Germany. O

20 October 2012

9 Killed in
Clashes between
"Turkish forces
and PKK'

Officials say nine people dead in
two overnight clashes between
army, village guards and Kurdish
fighters in southeast.

INE PEOPLE have been killed in two sepa-

rate clashes overnight, including six mem-
bers of Turkey's security forces and three
Kurdish fighters, officials have said.

Three special force police officers and three

Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) fighters were kil-
led on Saturday when gunbattles broke out
along a highway in the remote province of
Hakkari bordering Iraqg and Iran, security
sources said.

In a separate incident in Bitlis province. north-
west of Hakkari, three state-backed Kurdish vil-
lage guards were killed

when clashes broke out between PKK fighters
around 30km from the provincial capital, the
governor's office said.

One Turkish soldier and three village guards
were also wounded.

Village guards are part of a local force that ope-
rates in towns and villages in eastern and sou-
theastern Turkey where PKK fighters are most
active.

The PKK, considered a terrorist group by
Turkey, the US and the European Union, has

carried out a spate of

attacks on military targets in the past few
months, stepping up a conflict that has entered
its 28th year.

Fighting between the army and the PKK intensi-
fied over the summer, a development which
Ankara sees as linked to the chaos in neighbou-
ring Syria.

Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Turkey's prime minister,
has accused Syria's President Bashar al-Assad
of arming the PKK fighters. A claim the PKK
denies.

The fighting in Turkey over the past months was
some of the heaviest since the PKK took up
arms against the state in 1984.

More than 40,000 people have been killed in the
conflict. &
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Les Kurdes de France victimes d'un
"amalgame ethnique” avec le PKK ?

Par Gaélle LE ROUX

dem Uzun, membre du Congrés

national du Kurdistan, a été arrété en
France le 6 octobre et accusé d’étre I'un
des cadres de I'organisation séparatiste
kurde PKK en Europe. L’affaire provoque
I'indignation des associations kurdes.

En plein tumulte provoqué par le coup de
filet de la police frangaise dans les milieux
islamistes radicaux, une seconde opération
antiterroriste est passée inapergue samedi 6
octobre. Ce jour-la, la police, sous les ordres
des juges antiterroristes Thierry Fragnoli et
David Benichou, a arrété plusieurs membres
de la communauté kurde en Mayenne, a
Paris et en région parisienne. Tous sont
soupgonnés de trafic d'armes — d’'un mon-
tant de 1,2 million d’euros selon des infor-
mations du quotidien "20 Minutes" — destiné
a alimenter la branche armée du PKK (Parti
des travailleurs du Kurdistan) en Irak. lls
étaient surveillés depuis le mois d’avril par la
Sous-direction antiterroriste (Sdat).

Parmi les personnes appréhendées, se trou-
ve Adem Uzun, 'un des membres du comité
exécutif du Congrés national du Kurdistan
(KNK), regroupant des organisations poli-
tiques, sociales et culturelles du Kurdistan,
basé a Bruxelles. Présenté par les autorités
frangaises comme étant un ‘“important
dirigeant du PKK en Europe", ’lhomme a été
arrété dans un café a Montparnasse, a
Paris, puis écroué le 9 octobre. "Adem Uzun
était a Paris [...] pour des activités diploma-
tiques", s’insurge le KNK dans un commu-
niqué. Il devait participer a un colloque con-
sacré a la situation des Kurdes en Syrie,
prévu le 13 octobre a ’Assemblée nationale.

QUELQUE 200 KURDES ARRETES EN
FRANCE DEPUIS 2007

"La détention d’Adem Uzun n’a rien, stricte-
ment rien a voir avec les accusations sans
fondement qui lui sont reprochées", poursuit
le KNK, accusant la Turquie de vouloir
"empécher toute activité politique kurde".
"Par cette arrestation, la France a répondu
aux attentes d'Erdogan [le Premier ministre
turc] en portant atteinte aux fondements du
systéme démocratique francgais", assure le
Congrés national du Kurdistan, qui
égratigne au passage le juge Fragnoli, "par-
ticulierement connu pour ses arrestations
d’hommes politiques kurdes". Ce magistrat
du pdle antiterroriste du parquet de Paris
s’illustre en effet régulierement dans des
affaires liées au PKK.

En 2007, notamment, une quinzaine de
ressortissants turcs d’origine kurde avaient
été arrétés en région parisienne et inculpés
pour "association de malfaiteurs, finance-
ment et blanchiment d’argent en relation
avec une entreprise terroriste". Parmi les
suspects se trouvait Riza Altun, présenté
comme le représentant du PKK en Europe.
Une opération similaire avait été menée a
Marseille en janvier 2009, puis en février et
décembre 2010. Ces derniers mois, les
opérations de police semblent s’étre intensi-
fiees. En mars 2012, sept Kurdes sont
arrétés a Reims. En juillet, 26 jeunes mani-
festants kurdes sont placés en garde a vue
a Strasbourg. En aolt, cing autres sont
arrétés a Marseille... Selon le Réseau
d’'informations libres de la Mésopotamie
(ActuKurde), plus de 200 Kurdes ont été
arrétés depuis 2007. La plupart, dont Riza
Altun, ont été libérés faute de preuves de
leur appartenance au PKK.

ANKARA FAIT PRESSION

Les dernieres opérations en date intervien-
nent moins de deux semaines aprés une
nouvelle salve de critiques de Recep Tayyip
Erdogan contre Paris et Berlin, les accusant
de ne pas aider la Turquie a lutter contre les
séparatistes kurdes du PKK. "Les
Occidentaux ne veulent pas que nous
réglions ce probleme, je le dis clairement,
I'Allemagne ne le veut pas, la France ne le
veut pas et elles ne nous aident pas sur
cette question”, a déclaré le chef du gou-
vernement turc, le 27 septembre dernier au
cours d’'un entretien accordé a la télévision
NTV. "D’un cbté, [ces pays] s’expriment
devant I'Union européennne et classent le
PKK dans leur liste des organisations terror-
istes et de l'autre, ils autorisent leurs
représentants a circuler librement dans leurs
pays", a-t-il également lancé, avant
d’invectiver les autorités allemandes et
francaises : "lIs [les chefs du PKK] sont sous
votre protection et vous tolerez leurs activ-
ités".

Ces derniéres années pourtant, la France a
fait de larges concessions a la Turquie en
matiére de lutte antiterroriste. Le 7 octobre
2011, le ministre de [I'Intérieur d’alors,
Claude Guéant, s’est notamment rendu a
Ankara pour signer un accord de "coopéra-
tion contre le terrorisme", facilitant les extra-
ditions. Lors d’une conférence de presse, il
a assuré au chef du gouvernement turc "la
détermination totale, indéfectible de la
France, a lutter [contre le terrorisme] aux
cotés de la Turquie".

"SOUTENIR LA CAUSE DU PEUPLE
KURDE"

En inscrivant le PKK sur la liste des organi-
sations terroristes en 1993, Paris et Berlin
ont interdit toutes les organisations qui se
réclamaient du Parti des travailleurs du
Kurdistan. Mais elles ont toutes refait sur-
face peu de temps apres sous d’autres
noms. "Il existe en Europe tout un réseau
d’associations pro-PKK mais qui
n'appartiennent pas au PKK et dont les
membres ne sont pas membres du PKK,
explique Olivier Grojean, maitre de con-
férence en sciences politiques a I'Université
d’Aix-Marseille, spécialiste des mouvements
kurdes. Cependant, ces associations sont
parfois managées — mais pas dirigées — par
des militants clandestins du PKK". Les liens
entre ces associations et le mouvement
indépendantiste sont donc difficiles a
démontrer.

Ces organisations préparent régulierement
des manifestations culturelles ou politiques
pour sensibliser I'opinion publique sur la
question kurde, dans le but de faire pression
sur les gouvernements européens. L’autre
volet de leur activité consiste a récolter des
fonds pour "soutenir la cause du peuple
kurde". La police soupgonne parfois le
recours au racket et au trafic de drogue pour
financer la lutte armée — fin aodt, cing per-
sonnes soupgonnées de vouloir assassiner
un chef d’entreprise refusant de payer
I"impot révolutionnaire" ont été arrétées
pres de Marseille. "En Europe, je ne crois
pas qu'il y ait beaucoup d’activités de type
mafieux pour financer la branche armée du
PKK. Ici, les associations font plutét des
'visites aux familles' : elles se déplacent
dans les foyers, échangent des nouvelles du
pays... Dans la plupart des cas, les person-
nes donnent un certain pourcentage de
leurs revenus, mais de fagon volontaire",
assure Olivier Grojean. "La transmission, au
PKK, des fonds récoltés par des associa-
tions est clandestine mais est avérée, pour-
suit le politologue. En revanche, =
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= elle est extrémement difficile a prouver
devant la justice."

"UN AMALGAME ETHNIQUE"

D’ailleurs dans les faits, tres peu de Kurdes
arrétés dans le cadre d’opérations antiterror-
istes sont condamnés, faute de preuves.
Dans le cas d’Adem Uzun, arrété a Paris ==
= |e 6 octobre, la police frangaise croit
avoir trouvé assez d’éléments permettant de
démontrer des liens entre les branches poli-
tiques et logistiques du PKK. "Les autorités
voudraient prouver que la branche politique
du PKK a des activités liees a la guerre,
comme des achats ou des livraisons
d’armes, et donc assimilables a du terror-

isme ou du financement du terrorisme",
poursuit Olivier Grojean. "Le probleme, c’est
qu’a priori, Adem Uzun n’est pas membre du
PKK, méme si le KNK est ouvertement pro-
PKK sans en étre une branche, et a évidem-
ment des contacts avec les membres du
parti."

Les autorités européennes feraient-elles
I'amalgame entre le PKK et les associations
luttant pour la reconnaissance du peuple
kurde ? C'est notamment le cas en
Allemagne, assure Olivier Grojean. "Dans
leurs rapports, les services secrets alle-
mands affirment qu’il existe 11 000 membres
du PKK en Allemagne, alors que ce chiffre
correspond en fait a I'ensemble des

adhérents aux associations kurdes, et a
leurs sympathisants. En réalité, il n’y aurait
qu’environ 150 membres clandestins du
PKK en Allemagne, et une vingtaine en
France". Pour Selma Ben Khelifa, avocate
d’Adem Uzun basée en Belgique, la confu-
sion des autorités frangaises sur la question
ne fait aucun doute. "Mon client est accusé
d’étre membre du PKK, ce qui est faux. Il
existe un amalgame complet entre le KNK,
la branche politique du mouvement kurde
dont il fait partie, et la branche de la lutte
armeée, dont il conteste faire partie. Cela finit
par devenir un amalgame ethnique : vous
étes kurde donc vous étes forcément
soupgonné de faire partie du PKK". W

18 octobre 2012

Syrie: un conflit qui peut

embraser la région

Le médiateur de ’ONU,
Lakhdar Brahimi, a mis
en garde la communauté
internationale et pro-
pose une tréve aux com-
bats. La France dit aider
les « zones libérées »
mais ignore les Kurdes.

«CETTE CRISE ne peut pas
rester confinée indéfiniment au
territoire syrien. Soit elle est
réglée, soit elle s’aggravera,
débordera, et mettra (la région)
a feu et a sang. » Ainsi
s’exprime Lakhdar Brahimi, le
médiateur international, qui
effectue depuis une semaine

ministere
étrangeres,
demandait

Lakhdar Brahimi avec Bachar al-Assad

des Affaires
Jihad Makdissi,
cependant, en

de «

tres préoccupée par la présence
centaines de militants
étrangers, islamistes radicaux

dans l'intérét de toutes les
victimes ».

REPRESSION DES KURDES

On en est loin. Sur le terrain, les
combats ne faiblissent pas.
Dans la province d’Idleb,
I'armée réguliere mene depuis
dimanche une contre-attaque
pour reprendre des positions
clés, surtout la ville de Maaret

al-Noomane située sur
l'autoroute Damas-Alep et
prise le 9 octobre. Mais

I'attitude des grandes puis-
sances pose des questions poli-
tiques, méme si elles affirment
ne s’occuper que
d’humanitaire. La France a
ainsi fourni une aide financiere
et médicale de 1,5 million
d’euros depuis fin aott a
quinze comités civils syriens
censés agir dans les zones

une tournée régionale aupres
des pays influents dans le
dossier. A Téhéran, le média-
teur a appelé a la mise en
ceuvre d’'un cessez-le-feu a
I'occasion de I’Aid al Adha, une
des fétes musulmanes les plus
sacrées, qui sera célébré du 26
au 28 octobre.

UNE « TENSION SECTAIRE »

Damas a fait part de sa volonté
de discuter de cette proposi-
tion, a condition que les
rebelles respectent la tréve, tan-
dis que les insurgés ont réclamé
la fin des bombardements en
premier. Le porte-parole du

faisant allusion a la Turquie, le
Qatar et 1’Arabie saoudite:
« Vont-ils faire pression sur les
groupes armés qu’ils héber-
gent, financent et arment, de
facon qu’ils respectent le
cessez-le-feu? » De son coté, le
chef du Conseil national syrien
(CNS), fortement soutenu par
les Occidentaux, Abdel Basset
Sayda, a déclaré que les rebelles
ne font « que se défendre et il
est normal qu’ils arrétent les
hostilités quand la machine de
guerre du régime l'aura fait ».

La commission d’enquéte de
I'ONU sur la Syrie, présidée
par Paulo Pinheiro, s’est dite

ou djihadistes », qui ne se
battent pas pour la démocratie
et la liberté. « Ils ont leur pro-
pre agenda » et risquent de
radicaliser certains membres de
I'opposition. La « tension sec-
taire » s’est également beau-
coup aggravée, a constaté
Paulo Pinheiro. Il a précisé que
la commission a des raisons de
croire que les forces gouverne-
mentales et les groupes
d’opposition auraient commis
des crimes de guerre et des
crimes contre I'humanité. Pour
ce diplomate onusien, « il n'y
a pas de solution  militaire et
il faut impérativement trouver
un  reglement  politique,

« libérées » de Syrie (la charia
y est maintenant enseignée
dans les écoles!) et espere
entrainer d’autres pays dans
ces programmes. Mais, étrange-
ment, le plan frangais néglige
totalement les zones kurdes,
pourtant elles aussi hors du
contrdle de Damas. Est-ce pour
laisser le champ libre a la
Turquie, préte a intervenir pour
empécher toute autonomie
kurde a ses portes, tout en con-
tinuant la répression contre les
représentants et les populations
kurdes sur son propre sol? On
est en droit de le penser. ®
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La situation en Syrie peut-elle entrainer
la Turquie dans un conflit ?

Par Héléne Sallon

n s'imposant comme le chef

de file de l'opposition inter-
nationale au régime syrien, la
Turquie s'achemine-t-elle
inexorablement vers un conflit
avec son voisin ? Traditionnels
ennemis, les deux pays ont tra-
versé plusieurs cycles de ten-
sions depuis que la Turquie a
rompu ses relations avec le
régime de Bachar Al-Assad, en
aolit 2011. Apres une premiere
crise diplomatique en juin, pro-
voquée par l'attaque d'un avion
turc par la Syrie, le mois
d'octobre a vu une dangereuse
escalade entre les deux pays.

Ankara a durci le ton face aux
bombardements répétés des
forces syriennes contre les
insurgés réfugiés sur le terri-
toire turc, qui ont causé la mort
de cinq civils turcs le 3 octobre.
Le lendemain, le Parlement turc
donnait son feu vert a des

Ankara, d'un avion de ligne
syrien transportant, selon les
autorités turques, du "matériel
de guerre" russe. Damas a
démenti, mais Moscou a recon-
nu que cet avion transportait du
"matériel pour des stations
radar” tout a fait "légal". Les
deux pays se sont réciproque-
ment interdit leurs espaces
aériens.

"LA MISE A L'EPREUVE DE LA
TURQUIE"

"Les bombardements syriens
sont vus comme des petites
provocations destinées a mettre
les autorités turques a I'épreuve.
Damas veut leur montrer
qu'elles ont fait le mauvais choix
en soutenant l'opposition et
qu'elle peut les provoquer sans
que rien ne se passe car ni

I'OTAN ni ses alliés ne
s'engagent”, analyse Jean
Marcou, spécialiste de la

Turquie a l'Institut d'études
politiques de Grenoble. La
Turquie s'est imposée comme le

Le premier ministre turc, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, et le dirigeant
syrien, Bachar Al-Assad, le 6 février 2011. | AFP

opérations militaires contre la
Syrie, ouvrant la voie a une
intervention unilatérale
d'Ankara. Promettant des
ripostes de plus en plus fermes,
le premier ministre turc, Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, a averti la Syrie
de ne pas tester sa détermina-
tion a entrer en guerre. La crise
s'est encore aggravée apres
l'interception, le 10 octobre, par

centre névralgique de
l'opposition syrienne, accueil-
lant tour a tour le Conseil
national syrien (CNS), les
Fréres musulmans syriens —
devenus ses nouveaux hotes de
marque —, ainsi que le comman-
dement de 1'Armée syrienne
libre (ALS) jusqu'a son rapa-
triement en Syrie en septembre
2012. Si la nature réelle du sou-

Manifestation contre le régime syrien de Bachar Al-Assad da
Istanbul (Turquie), le 25 novembre 2011. | REUTERS/MURAD SEZER

tien turc a l'opposition en ter-
mes logistique et matériel reste
inconnue, "a I'évidence, pas mal
d'armes circuleraient a partir de
la Turquie, mais il est difficile de
l'attester et de connaitre la
provenance de ces armes",
explique Hamit Bozarslan, poli-
tologue spécialisé sur la Turquie
a'EHESS.

En appelant ouvertement a la
chute du régime syrien, la
Turquie a remis en cause plus
d'une décennie d'alliance priv-
ilégiée avec Bachar Al-Assad.
Elle a également sacrifié 1'axe
stratégique  Ankara-Damas-
Téhéran, développé dans le
cadre de sa politique de bon
voisinage, et opéré un retour
vers ses alliances traditionnelles
avec 1'Occident et I'OTAN, dont
elle est membre. Un revirement
stratégique qui s'est imposé peu
a peu. "Jusqu'en juillet 2011,
Ankara a pensé que, fort de sa
puissance régionale, il pourrait
convaincre Bachar Al-Assad de
faire des réformes. Il a vu son
amour-propre blessé par cet
échec", analyse Hamit
Bozarslan.

Aprés étre passé a coOté des
printemps tunisien et égyptien,
puis avoir eu une attitude désas-
treuse en Libye, il était difficile
pour le gouvernement islamiste
modéré du Parti pour la justice
et le développement (AKP) de
continuer a soutenir le régime

syrien. "La Turquie a été érigée
en modele politique et
économique par les nouveaux
régimes en place. Soutenir les
printemps arabes constituent
une ouverture en ligne avec sa
politique de bon voisinage et sa
volonté d'expansion
économique"”, explique Jean
Marcou.

Les ripostes turques, et plus
encore l'interception de l'avion
russe le 10 octobre, traduisent
"une tentative de reprise en
main" de la situation par
Ankara, estime Jean Marcou.
Les Turcs ont voulu montrer
aux Syriens qu'ils pouvaient les
géner et répondre a leurs provo-
cations sans pour autant pren-
dre de risques. Par ailleurs, "ils
ont ainsi voulu exhiber le jeu de
la Russie, le soutien qu'elle
apporte au régime syrien, en
dépit de la répression”, analyse
le politologue. La Turquie n'est
pas convaincue du role de
grande puissance médiatrice
que prétend jouer la Russie
dans le conflit syrien et entre les
deux voisins. "La Turquie a
l'impression que la Russie
essaie de réduire la crise syri-
enne a une crise turco-syri-
enne", estime Jean Marcou. Cet
incident pourrait envenimer les
relations entre Ankara et
Moscou, qui jouent selon Hamit
Bozarslan une "diplomatie déli-
cate" pour préserver leurs rela-
tions commerciales et =
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= politiques.

"L'interception de l'avion était
également un signal fort envoyé
a la communauté internationale
car les autorités turques
accusent les Etats-Unis, 1'Union
européenne et 'ONU d'inertie.
Elle veut apporter les preuves
qu'il y a armement de la Syrie",
ajoute Hamit Bozarslan. Le pre-
mier ministre turc a ainsi
réclamé une réforme du Conseil
de sécurité de 'ONU pour met-
tre fin aux blocages sur la crise
syrienne dus au droit de veto
utilisé par la Russie et la Chine,
ainsi que la mise en place de
l'instauration de zones
d'exclusion aérienne en Syrie
pour épargner les populations
civiles.

Cette reprise en main a, aussi et

ment AKP fait du conflit et de
ses répercussions en Turquie",
explique Hamit Bozarslan. La
politique de bon voisinage du
ministre des affaires étrangeres
turc, Ahmed Davutoglu, a ainsi
été critiquée en Turquie en ce
qu'elle se traduit par une
alliance systématique avec les
forces sunnites au Moyen-
Orient.

La question kurde est un autre
point d'inquiétude pour la pop-
ulation turque, qui craint une
nouvelle guerre avec le Parti des
travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK)
apres 1'échec en 2009 des négo-
ciations initiées par le pouvoir.
Alors que les accrochages se
multiplient entre le PKK et les
autorités turques, "la question
kurde fait 1'objet de tous les fan-
tasmes. On attribue des pou-

Ankara a intercepté, jeudi 11 octobre 2012, un avion de ligne
syrien en provenance de Russie, aprés avoir recu des informa-
tions selon lesquelles il transportait des armes et des muni-
tions d son bord vers Damas. | AP/Burhan Ozbilici

surtout, des visées internes.
"Tout ce qui peut montrer que la
Russie et I'Iran soutiennent le
régime de Bachar Al-Assad est
un point positif vis-a-vis de
I'opinion publique turque qui,
selon les derniers sondages, ne
soutient qu'a 18-19 % la poli-
tique de 'AKP sur la question
syrienne", explique Hamit
Bozarslan. L'évolution de la
guerre et les incertitudes qui y
sont liées, ainsi que I'afflux mas-
sif de réfugiés — estimés a plus
de 100 000 par I'Agence turque
de gestion des situations
d'urgence -, horrifient
I'opinion publique. Et partic-
ulierement la communauté
alevi, qui représente un
cinquiéme de la population
turque. "En majorité laics, ils
sont inquiets de la lecture con-
fessionnelle que le gouverne-

voirs surnaturels a I'Iran et a la
Syrie dans le renforcement de la
guérilla du PKK", analyse Hamit
Bozarslan. Les autorités turques
accusent la Syrie et I'Iran
d'armer le PKK et craignent que
la région kurde syrienne devi-
enne une base arriére de la
rébellion. La Turquie est ainsi
convaincue que la Syrie a volon-
tairement laissé se créer, a 1'été
2012, un espace autonome
kurde dans le nord du pays aux
mains du Parti de l'union
démocratique - PYD, his-
toriquement voire organique-
ment proche du PKK.

LA GUERRE COMME ISSUE ?

Bien que les provocations se
multiplient entre les deux par-
ties, rien ne dit que la Turquie
mettra ses menaces de guerre a

Des hommes sont rassemblés autour des corps des villageois
kurdes tués par un raid de l'aviation turque a la frontiere ira-
kienne en décembre 2011. Des hommes sont rassemblés autour
des corps des villageois kurdes tués par un raid de l'aviation
turque a la frontiere irakienne en décembre 2011. | REU-

TERS/STRINGER/TURKEY

exécution. Le conflit syrien, qui
a évolué vers une guerre civile,
est considéré comme un vérita-
ble bourbier pour la Turquie,
qui a tiré les lecons de l'invasion
américaine en Irak. "Tant
qu'elle ne sera pas attaquée de
maniére sérieuse, la Turquie
évitera de s'engager dans un
conflit en Syrie. Or, la Syrie
n'est pas en mesure d'initier une
attaque frontale. La Turquie fait
tout pour maintenir la situation
sous son contrdle et éviter une
dérive qui serait dangereuse, en
partie parce que l'opinion
publique turque y est opposée”,
estime Jean Marcou.

"Entrer dans une guerre avec le
voisin syrien signifierait pren-
dre de trés gros risques par rap-
port a la Russie et a 1'Tran",
renchérit Hamit Bozarslan.
"Méme si aucune des parties ne
peut se permettre une rupture
ouverte, Ankara et Téhéran sont
entrés en situation de guerre
froide", estime-t-il. La partici-
pation de la Turquie au systéme
de défense anti-missile de
I'OTAN, le prestige qu'elle a
acquis pendant les printemps
arabes, ainsi que son alliance
avec les forces sunnites de la
région, ont mis a mal son
alliance  stratégique avec
Téhéran.

La Turquie se retrouve ainsi
dans une position délicate. La
survie du régime de Bachar Al-
Assad rend difficile la possibilité
pour Ankara de jouer un vérita-
ble role de médiateur dans la
crise. L'appel du premier min-
istre Erdogan, mardi, a

I'organisation de pourparlers a
trois avec I'Iran et I'Egypte est a
ce jour resté sans réponse. "La
Turquie peut jouer un réle de
médiation mais davantage
envers l'opposition syrienne
pour une transition politique",

explique Jean Marcou.
Toutefois, 1'enthousiasme avec
lequel la  Turquie aide

I'opposition a préparer la transi-
tion politique a été mis a rude
épreuve. "La Turquie est génée
par les difficultés de cette oppo-
sition, ses divisions et le
décalage entre l'opposition de
I'extérieur et celle sur le ter-
rain", précise le politologue.

La Turquie est pour le moment
loin d'avoir tiré son épingle du
jeu dans le conflit syrien.
"Depuis dix ans, elle se projette
dans un imaginaire de puis-
sance régionale mais c'est fini
car elle est en conflit avec Israél,
I'est aussi régulierement avec
les Etats-Unis et, de facon plus
inquiétante aujourd'hui, avec
I'Tran. La politique turque de
grande puissance, pour des
raisons indépendantes de sa
volonté, arrive a ses limites",
estime Hamit Bozarslan. @

Hélene Sallon
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A Kurdish Wedge
Between Iraq, Turkey

By Joost Hiltermann

Sulaymaniyah and Dohuk -

the three largest cities in
Iraqi Kurdistan - is newly buoy-
ant these days, and with good
reason. Iraq's Kurds, who occupy
the semiautonomous region run
by the Kurdistan Regional
Government (KRG), have much
to celebrate.

he mood in Erbil,

They enjoy relative peace and sta-
bility compared with the rest of
the country, boast a moderately
open society, and, over the past
year, have received a whopping
vote of confidence in their nas-
cent economy from some of the
world's largest oil companies,
including ExxonMobil, Chevron,
Total and Gazprom, all of which
have signed exploration contracts
with the KRG. Not only is Iraqi
Kurdistan undergoing an
unprecedented building boom,
but its people are now articulat-
ing a once-unthinkable notion:
that the day they will break free
from the rest of Iraq is nigh.

As the Kurds press forward, they
are growing increasingly
estranged from the government
of Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al-
Maliki; personal relations
between Maliki and the Kurdish
regional president,
MassoudBarzani, have reached
an all-time low, keeping them
from resolving critical disputes
over power, territory, and

resources. This past June,
Barzani and other opponents of
Maliki tried to oust the prime
minister through a vote of no
confidence, and although they
failed to do so, their ambition
remains very much alive.

The Kurds are victims of history,
geography and, on the occasions
they overreach, their own ambi-
tions. For almost a century, they
have struggled to free themselves
from central control and to over-
come their landlocked location.
Today, a rapidly changing region
is presenting them with new
allies and fresh opportunities. Yet
there is good reason to believe
that the Kurds will have to defer
their quest for statehood once
again, at most trading Baghdad's
suffocating embrace for a more
amenable dependence on Turkey.

Although Ankara has long sup-
ported Iraq's territorial unity as a
barrier against Iranian influence
and as a check against secession-
ist impulses among its own
Kurdish population, the govern-
ment of Turkish Prime Minister
Recep Tayyip Erdogan has
recently begun to shift strategies.
Since 2008, it has forged a close
economic bond with the KRG by
opening its border and encourag-
ing Turkish investments in the
Kurdish region, and its relations
with Baghdad have deteriorated
due to Maliki's authoritarian turn
and the growing perception in
Ankara that Maliki is serving as a
proxy for Iran.

The question is how far Turkish
leaders will go -- whether they
will be prepared to abandon their
Plan A, reinforcing a unified Iraq,
for Plan B, linking up with enti-
ties estranged from Baghdad,
such as the Kurds and the largely
Sunni provinces in northern Iraq,
at the risk of breaking up Iraq.
Already, the rhetoric in Ankara
has changed. Officials no longer
refer to Iraq's unity as a sine qua
non; now, it is a "preference.”
And Erdogan is said to have
promised Barzani that Turkish
forces will protect the Kurdish
region in the event of a military
assault from Baghdad. Even if the
unannounced visit that Turkish
Foreign Minister Ahmet
Davutoglu made to the contested
city of Kirkuk in August wasn't
meant to signal support for the
Kurds' territorial claims in Iraq,
Baghdad's furious reaction
showed that it was received that
way.

Maliki has announced plans to
establish a new military head-
quarters in Kirkuk, and there are
other unsettling signs of the city's
growing militarization. Barzani,
for his part, is offering Turkey
powerful incentives to turn away
from Baghdad: a regular flow of
more than one million barrels of
oil a day through a set of direct
pipelines now under construc-
tion, a stable Sunni Kurdish
buffer on Turkey's southeastern
border against Maliki's Shiite-
dominated government and the

KRG's help in blocking Kurdish
rebels from expanding into
Kurdish areas of Syria.

For Turkey, however, the risks of
throwing its support behind
Iraq's Kurds would be enormous.
A disintegrating Iraq would
strengthen Iran's quest for
regional dominance, and an inde-
pendent Iraqi Kurdistan would
further empower Turkey's own
Kurdish minority. Turkish lead-
ers face a serious dilemma. They
cannot predict the outcome of the
crisis in Syria or to what extent
Kurds throughout the four coun-
tries they inhabit will be empow-
ered by it. Yet Turkey urgently
needs access to Iraq's energy
resources, and as long as its rela-
tions with Baghdad remain in the
doldrums, Ankara appears ready
to buy oil directly from the Kurds
without a green light from the
Maliki government.

Such a move would help the
Kurdish region gain more auton-
omy from Baghdad and give it
leverage over Ankara. It will not,
however, produce a state. In the
end, the Kurds will remain stuck
in Iraq, but more and more on
their own terms. Given their
troubled history, this is serious
progress, and it offers a founda-
tion on which to build something
even better.

Joost R. Hiltermann is Deputy
Program Director for the Middle
East and North Africa at the
International Crisis Group and
Research Affiliate at the MIT
Center for International Studies.
This is a condensed version of an
essay that will appear in the
November-December issue of
Foreign Affairs.e

Syrie: un Kurde torturé

par des rebelles

succombe a ses blessures
BEYROUTH, 29 oct 2012 (AFP)

UN KURDE TORTURE par des rebelles syriens dans la province d'Alep
(nord) a succombé lundi a ses blessures, a annoncé I'Observatoire syrien
des droits de I'Homme (OSDH), ajoutant que certains groupes de
I'opposition avaient repris les méthodes répressives du régime.

"Khaled Bahjat Hamdu, un Kurde de 37 ans (...), est mort de blessures causées
par les tortures qui lui ont été infligées alors qu'il était détenu par un groupe
armé prés du village de Hayan", a annoncé I'OSDH, basé au Royaume-Uni et
s'appuyant sur un réseau de militants et de sources médicales civiles et mili-
taires a travers la Syrie.

M. Hamdu avait été fait prisonnier en méme temps que prés de 200 autres
Kurdes pendant des combats inédits entre rebelles et miliciens kurdes, qui ont
fait une trentaine de morts.

Conduit a Hayan, au nord d'Alep, M. Hamdu "a été torturé avec des décharges
électriques. Il faisait partie des 120 Kurdes libérés dimanche, mais il était si fai-
ble qu'il est mort le lendemain matin", a déclaré le chef de 'OSDH, Rami Abdel
Rahmane.

"Certains des groupes armés utilisent les méthodes répressives du régime", a-
t-il dénoncé. "Nous ne devons pas rester silencieux face a cela".

Apres les combats de vendredi, de nouveaux affrontements ont eu lieu entre des
miliciens kurdes et des rebelles syriens dans le nord du pays, selon 'OSDH.

La minorité kurde (15% des 23 millions de Syriens) est hostile au régime de
Bachar al-Assad, qui I'a réprimée, mais se méfie de l'opposition qu'elle juge peu
encline a reconnaitre sa spécificité.

Quelque 600.000 Kurdes vivent dans la région située au nord-est d'Alep, et la
crainte est grande de voir les tensions communautaires s'envenimer dans les
zones frontaliéres de la Turquie d'ou I'armée s'est retirée.

"Dans les zones d'ou les rebelles ont chassé I'armée, il y a un vide en matiére
de sécurité. Certains des combattants ne souhaitent pas du tout la démocratie.
Ce sont juste des seigneurs de guerre qui profitent du chaos", a dénoncé M.
Abdel Rahmane.a
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Turkish government asks Kurdish prisoners
to end hunger strike

By Ivan Watson and Gul Tuysuz, CNN

stanbul, Turkey (CNN) -- Turkey's govern-

ment made an emotional plea Wednesday
to hundreds of hunger-striking Kurdish priso-
ners -- some who haven't eaten in more than
a month -- to end their protest.

Justice Minister Sadullah Ergin made the
televised appeal Wednesday during a visit to
Sincan prison in the Turkish capital.

"l am telling the prisoners and detainees who
are on this action: On the eve of this holiday,
for the sake of your own body, your own
health, the people who love you and whom
you love, stop this action," the minister said.

The holiday Ergin is referring to is the Islamic
"Feast of the Sacrifice” or Kurban Bayrami,
which will be observed in Turkey starting
Thursday. It's the celebration that marks the
end of Hajj, the annual Muslim pilgrimage to
the holy city of Mecca.

The justice minister said at least 680 priso-
ners are currently on a hunger strike in pri-
sons across the country, but Turkey's Human
Rights Association, which closely follows the
country's long-simmering Kurdish conflict,
said 715 inmates are striking in 48 prisons.
Some of the protesters have been without
food for 43 days, and there are fears about
their deteriorating condition.

"Their health is in bad condition," said Gonul
Sonbahar, a member of the Human Rights
Association's Prison Commission, in a phone
interview with CNN.

"Some of their symptoms include vertigo,
trouble walking, violent headaches, bruising
on fingers and eyes, nausea, nose bleeds,
trouble swallowing water, blood in stool,"” she
added.

Sonbahar said the protesters had three main
demands: the release of imprisoned Kurdish
rebel leader Abdullah Ocalan, the right to
Kurdish language education and the use of
Kurdish in Turkish courts.

Ocalan is one of the founders of the Kurdistan
Workers Party, or PKK, which has waged a 30-

year guerrilla war against the Turkish state.
Though he has been in a Turkish prison on an
island in the Marmara Sea since his capture in
1999, PKK fighters have continued their war
against the Turkish government.

Throughout the long conflict, which has clai-
med more than 30,000 lives, the PKK has
modified its goals from demanding a separate
Kurdish state to fighting for the expansion of
Kurdish cultural and linguistic rights, as well
as the release of Ocalan.

For decades, the Turkish state discriminated
against the Kurds, Turkey's largest ethnic
minority, which now makes up roughly 20% of
the population. The Kurdish language was
banned, and Kurds were long referred to as
"mountain Turks."

During Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip
Erdogan's 10 years in power, the government
has made historic outreaches to the long-
oppressed population, an effort that included
secret talks with PKK leaders in 2005.

Erdogan's Justice and Development Party, or
AKP, also made a number of overtures toward
the Kurds, relaxing bans on Kurdish language
education, appearing to apologize for past
discriminatory policies and launching a state
Kurdish-language TV station.

But PKK-related violence has spiked recently,
reaching death tolls unseen in more than 13
years, according to a report published by the
International Crisis Group, a non-profit

Supporters of
the Peace and
Democracy
Party stage a
protest in
Istanbul to
show solidari-
ty with hun-
dreds of pris-
oners conduct-
ing hunger
strikes.

conflict mediation organization.

The ICG argues Turkey's arrest and detention
of more than 7,000 Kurdish activists over the
past several years has contributed to the
radicalization of some.

Erdogan "actually did more for the Kurds than
anyone up until now," said Hugh Pope, senior
Turkey analyst with the ICG, in a CNN inter-
view last month. "(But) when a wave of mas-
sive arrests of legitimate Kurdish politicians
began, that's when | think young people espe-
cially lost hope and the PKK's arguments for
the legitimacy of armed struggle became
persuasive to them.”

In his appearance before journalists at Sincan
prison, Ergin tried to draw attention to pre-
vious reform efforts.

"There has been progress in Turkey for a long
time on expanding democratic rights," the
justice minister said, adding that the govern-
ment had made a pledge to try to allow the
use of Kurdish language in Turkish courts.

Ergin did not address the demand for Ocalan's
release.

Sonbahar of the Human Rights Association
told CNN the hunger-striking prisoners were
determined to continue their protest, even if
it results in illness or worse.

"This is a perpetual and irrevocable hunger
strike,” she said.

aaa

Turquie: neuf morts dans des combats entre forces
turques et rebelles kurdes

ANKARA, 29 octobre 2012 (AFP)

endroits différents, tuant un policier, a précisé le bureau du gouverneur dans un

communique.

Puis I'armée turque, épaulée par les forces aériennes, a lancé une opération

UN POLICIER ET HUIT REBELLES KURDES ont été tués dimanche dans
des combats distincts dans le sud-est de la Turquie, a rapporté lundi
I'agence Anatolie, citant les autorités locales.

contre les rebelles kurdes dans cette méme province de Sirnak, dans le district
de Beytussebap, tuant huit d'entre eux, selon le texte.

Environ 45.000 personnes ont trouvé la mort depuis que le PKK a pris les armes

Dans la province de Sirnak, pres de la frontiére avec I'Irak et la Syrie, des mem-
bres du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK) ont lancé dimanche en fin

o2 R ; ; TTant! ) majoritaires.
d'aprés-midi des attaques simultanées contre les forces de sécurité en cing

en 1984 pour l'autonomie du sud-est de la Turquie, ou les Kurdes sont
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P Foreign Policy

The War for Free Kurdistan

Can Syria's Kurds take advantage of the civil war to form their own government?
Or are they too busy starting their own civil war?

BY LOVEDAY MORRIS

m ERIK, Syria — The speaker at a
youth rally in this small city tucked

into the far northeast of Syria's Kurdish
region has a sinister message for his
audience.

"If you want to be free you must first
shoot the traitor ... after that you must fight
the enemy," he bellows over the assembled
crowd, some of whom appear no older than
five or six years old. The "traitors" he refers
to are fellow Kurds.

Deep in the Kurdish heartland of the Al
Hasaka region, this city of around 30,000
people sits amid some of the country's most
valuable oil reserves. Nodding pumpjacks
dot the plains around the town, but residents
complain they've been able to reap none of
the benefits of the rich resources under the
soil, instead toiling in the cotton and wheat
fields that stretch out to the rugged Turkish
mountains in the north, and the Iraqi border
in the south. Traditionally one of the bas-
tions of opposition to Baath Party rule, the
Kurds, who make up around 10 percent of
the Syrian population, have long been margi-
nalized. But in the streets of Derik, where
agricultural workers from the surrounding
villages mix with the city's burgeoning mid-
dle classes, there is an air of excitement --
though one tinged with trepidation.

As President Bashar al-Assad's forces are
struggling to contain a bloody 19-month
uprising, the Kurds in the country's nor-
theast have largely been left to their own
devices. The Assad regime still remains a
presence in Derik, and its loyalists can be
seen holed up in the intelligence building in
the center of the city -- but they do not come
out or react to the presence of foreign jour-
nalists. A freshly painted sign in the main
square displays new name, in the formerly
banned Kurdish language. "Azadi (Freedom)
Square," it reads.

However, as the Kurds seize their oppor-
tunity to put in place the building blocks of
autonomy -- and cultural centers blossom
and new courts and local councils open --
there are fears that political infighting could
shatter the fragile calm.

Hassan Kojar, the speaker at the gathe-
ring, is affiliated with the Democratic Union
Party (PYD), a Syrian Kurdish party linked to
the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK), the
separatist militia which has been fighting an
invigorated campaign against Ankara in
recent months.

"There are some traitors among the
Kurds speaking ill of Ocalan, but speaking ill
of Ocalan is speaking ill of all the Kurds," he
continues.

A large flag above him bears the face of
the PKK's incarcerated founder, Abdullah
Ocalan, whose image can be seen hanging
from the walls of most public buildings in
Derik, which also goes by its Arabic name al-
Malikiyah. PKK graffiti can be seen scrawled
the walls near the city's main square.

Rival Kurdish parties complain that the
PYD is holding a tight grip on power, not
allowing them to participate in new institu-
tions or hang the red, green, and white flag
emblazoned with a yellow sun that is used in
Iraqi Kurdistan. Instead, a yellow, red, and
green striped flag preferred by the PYD, flies
above local buildings.

The internal disputes are threatening to
derail efforts to build the foundations of an
autonomous region in the northeast of Syria.
Local officials refrain from talking of inde-
pendence, instead stressing they want fede-
ralism or autonomy, but what is clear is that
they are determined to run things here
themselves, racing to put in place the means
to protect and govern before the state's or
the opposition's attention turns to this
resource rich region.

However, for neighboring Turkey, the
dominance of a party linked to its bitter
adversary, is provocation -- and a develop-
ment that could spark further conflagration
of the Syrian civil war outside the country's
borders.

At Derik's newly opened Mala Gel, or
People's House, set up to arbitrates in local
disputes, 20 of the 30 council members
belong to the PYD, according to one council
member. The party also runs the new local
police station and town checkpoints, which
are manned by armed civilian volunteers.

"They are controlling everything now
with weapons," says Mohammed Ismail, a
grey-haired, bespectacled politician and lea-
der of the Kurdish Democratic Party. A pho-
tograph of him meeting Massoud Barzani,
the president of Iraqi Kurdistan, sits in pride
of place in his living room. Ismail complains
that members of his group have suffered
harassment and been detained.

Lacking their own political figurehead,
most Syrian Kurds look to either the PKK's

Ocalan in Turkey, or Barzani in Iraq, for lea-
dership. With its links to the PKK, which has
in the past found common cause with the
Assad regime and now once again has its
interests aligned in a mutual hostility toward
Turkey, rumors have flown that the PYD has
made common cause with the Syrian regime.
In the Barzani camp are a slew of more tradi-
tional political parties that attract the
Kurdish intellectuals and, like the Iraqi
Kurdish president, have more favorable rela-
tions with Turkey and the United States.

It's difficult to assess which of the two
broad factions has the most support. From a
cramped workshop in central Derik, a young
artist named Serbest Cacan sells wooden key
rings etched with the faces of the two politi-
cal leaders. He says they are equally popular.
"This one nobody buys," he says, pulling out
another bearing the face of President Assad.

Why the Assad regime has left the
Kurdish region alone remains unclear, but it
may be a move to avoid opening up another
front in the civil war or a gambit to rile
Turkey, which has expressed concern about
the dominance of a PKK offshoot in the area.
The PKK, deemed a terrorist organization by
the European Union and United States, has
in the past found a common cause with
Assad, with Ocalan previously spending a
decade in exile in Syria, a history that has
spurred rumors that its Syrian offshoot has
cut a deal with the regime. As Turkey
becomes Assad's enemy number one, their
interests fall into line once more, whether or
not a formal agreement has been struck, a
claim the PYD's leader Saleh Muslim
Mohammed vehemently denies.

"This regime has tortured us and killed
us and should be gone," says the rotund
moustachioed politician, speaking from his
far star hotel room in neighboring Iraqi
Kurdistan. He points to clashes that took
place in Kurdish towns and villages on July
19, when YPG forces launched a coordinated
attack on Assad troops, as proof that there
was no coordination with the Syrian govern-
ment.

One person in Derik died in the fighting.
Nazir Younes Ramadan, a 55-year old man
who spent 11 years in regime jails -- inclu-
ding the notorious Tadmour prison -- says
that when he heard the YPG was launching
an attack on the eight government soldiers
stationed in his village of Dirka Barave,
about 12 miles outside Derik, he took his gun
and rushed to join them.

"Because it's near the border everyone
has guns. At first we said that we don't want
to fight, just arrest them, but the Army star-
ted to shoot," he explains, pulling down the
collar of his shirt to show the bullet -
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= wound to his collar bone that kept him in
a hospital for two months. "We could have
killed all of them but we let them go free."

The PYD's Mohammed also refutes the
allegation that his party is preventing other
parties participating, making the case that
his faction is the only one sufficiently orga-
nized to run things. At checkpoints "there
should be three of them and three of us, but
some of them don't have people to send and
then they say the PYD is not letting them
share," he says, adding that civilians just
volunteer themselves, and are not paid sala-
ries.

At a dusty shack next to a checkpoint on
the edge of Derik, Sadoon Omar, an image
conscious 20-year old student, is on his shift
at the post."We are just civilian security, we
want to protect the city," he says, readjusting
the blue keffiyeh around his neck. Though
he says he is not a member of the PYD and is
not paid by the group, his Kalashnikov was
provided by the local asayis ("security") sta-
tion in Derik, which is run by the PYD.

Omar said he received no training other
than briefly being shown how to shoot his
gun, and other guards at town checkpoints
appeared equally poorly trained and armed.
But that doesn't mean the Kurds can't hold
their own among Syria's many armed fac-
tions: They are also protected by a secretive
paramilitary group called the Popular
Protection Units, known by its Kurdish ini-
tials YPG.

Though the PYD denies that it has any
armed wing, the YPG -- whose men now
man the borders with Turkey and Iraqi
Kurdistan -- is often described as such.
"They are all the same," claims Ismail.

The force, which Mohammed says num-

bers around 1,500 fighters, appears well
armed. At the border, the men drive trucks
mounted with duska machine guns, their
faces obscured by keffiyehs. A recently relea-
sed video filmed by a PYD-affiliated channel
shows hundreds lined up in a clearing in the
woods; the film switches to slow motion as
the men run past the camera, AK-47s in
hand. Fighters vow protect the Kurds and
their territory and their new institutions.

Now that the PYD and the YPG have won
the upper hand in Syria's Kurdish regions,
they show no sign of letting potential rivals
gain a foothold. They have been accused of
blocking a force of Syrian Kurdish army
defectors trained in camps across the border
in Iraqi Kurdistan from returning back to
Syria, where Barzani had said he hoped they
could be used as a defensive force. The
return of the 650 trained fighters allied with
Barzani could weaken the PYD's grip on the
Kurdish territories.

"We refused them entry because basi-
cally we have a popular militia here, and if
anyone wishes to protect the Kurdish areas,
they should join us," an unnamed YPG com-
mander told the Kurdish English language
newspaper Rudaw. "We cannot accept any
other armed forces outside the YPG, if we
did, then the Kurdish areas will become a
battlefield."

There have been efforts to forge unity
between the PYD and other Kurdish fac-
tions. In July, Barzani called the quarreling
parties to the Iraqi city of Erbil to sign a
power sharing agreement. The result was
the Kurdish Supreme Council, which
attempted to balance power between the
PYD and other Kurdish Syrian parties.

On the ground, however, tensions bet-

ween the groups remains high. In Derik,
hundreds of Kurds loyal to the PYD's rivals
take to the streets to call for the regime's
ouster on Wednesday rather than the tradi-
tional Friday, when the PYD holds its pro-
test. Unlike on Fridays, at the Wednesday
protest there is not an Ocalan poster in
sight, and the traditional golden-sunned flag
is waved by the crowds who chant in support
of Barzani's peshmerga, rather than the pro-
tection units.

With fighting raging across Syria, howe-
ver, the Kurds' only hope of securing their
interests is to put aside their differences in
the face of a shared enemy. Most Kurdish
factions are not only suspicious of Assad, but
also the Free Syrian Army, which they dis-
trust due its historical ties to Turkey. Daham
Ali, a member of Derik's Mala Gel council,
explains that the Kurds want to be a third
power in Syria. "First the state, second the
Free Syrian Army, and thirdly the Kurds. We
are not with the state or the Free Syrian
Army."

At the youth rally, however, unanimity is
hard to come by. Kojar's tirade against "trai-
tors" continues, not only covering those in
opposition to Ocalan, but also those in
contact with the rebels and the regime.

"There are some Kurdish traitors who
are in contact with the Free Syrian Army and
have asked them to come to this area," he
says. "There are some traitors in our move-
ment who have been in contact with the
government. The FSA, they aren't Kurds,
and they'd sell out all of Kurdistan for five
Syrian pounds. Our sons are here to protect
the Kurds. They are from Derik, and
Qamishli and Efrin, and they are in their
thousands." 4

Turquie: Ocalan sollicité par les élus kurdes pour
faire cesser les gréeves de la faim

ANKARA, 26 octobre 2012 (AFP)

LES DIRIGEANTS du principal parti pro-kurde de Turquie ont annoncé ven-
dredi leur, volonté de rencontrer le chef rebelle kurde emprisonné,
Abdullah Ocalan, afin de solliciter son intervention pour que les détenus
kurdes en gréve de la faim, renoncent a leur action.

"Nous demandons (aux autorités) de nous laisser aller sur Imrali", I'lle-prison du
nord-ouest de la Turquie ou est incarcéré depuis 1999 le leader historique de la
rébellion kurde, a déclaré a la presse Selahattin Demirtas, le co-président du
Parti pour la paix et la démocratie (BDP), une formation qui occupe une ving-
taine de siéges au Parlement turc (sur 550).

M. Demirtas a souligné que si lui et l'autre co-président du BDP, Mme Giilten
Kisanak, obtenaient une autorisation, "un important pas sera franchi" pour I'arrét
des gréeves de la faim, observés depuis 46 jours par environ 700 détenus.

Des élus, maires ou parlementaires, souvent des cadres du BDP, mais aussi des
prévenus poursuivis pour liens avec la rébellion du Parti des travailleurs du
Kurdistan (PKK, interdit)refusent de se nourrir.

Interrogé par I'AFP, le ministére turc de la Justice n'a pas souhaité commenter
la demande d'une visite d'Ocalan mais une source proche du gouvernement a
affirmé que "les autorités gouvernementales mettent tout en oeuvre pour faire
cesser le mouvement", assurant quaucun des grévistes nest actuellement en
danger de mort.

Ces derniers sont mobilisés autour du sort d'Ocalan, dont ils demandent la libé-
ration.

Mercredi, a la veille de la féte musulmane du sacrifice, le ministre de la Justice,
Sadullah Ergin, a rendu une visite inattendue a des grévistes incarcérés dans
une prison d'Ankara, et les a appelés a mettre fin a leur mouvement.

"Pour le bien de votre corps, de votre santé, de vos familles qui pensent a vous:
renoncez a cette action", a déclaré le ministre.

Le ministre a affirmé que le gouvernement islamo-conservateur était a I'écoute
des grévistes, et souligné que bientdt les accusés kurdes pourraient avoir le
droit de se défendre dans leur langue maternelle devant les tribunaux, I'une des
revendications des grévistes.

Il n'a cependant rien promis quant a leur autre revendication portant sur lautori-
sation de la langue kurde dans tous les lieux publics, une demande difficile a
satisfaire, méme si d'importants progres ont été réalisés ces dix dernieres
années en faveur des droits culturels des Kurdes.

Les protestataires réclament aussi une amélioration des conditions carcérales
d'Ocalan, condamné a vie et soumis a d'importantes restrictions.

La greve lancée a la mi-septembre par quelque dizaines de prisonniers du PKK
s'est étendue a travers la Turquie.

Selon les organisations de défense des droits de 'Homme, Iétat de santé des
prisonniers se détériore rapidement. 0
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Greves de la faim dans les prisons

Guillaume Perrier
istanbul.blog.lemonde.fr

es prisonniers politiques

kurdes menent une gréve
de la faim collective dans les pris-
ons turques depuis maintenant 46
jours. Ce mouvement a d'abord
rencontré l'indifférence avant de
commencer a intéresser médias et
responsables  politiques ces
derniers jours. Aprés un mois et
demi, la santé des grévistes se fait
plus précaire. L'Association des
Droits de 1'Homme (IHD) rap-
porte des violences et des maltrai-
tances contre ces prisonniers.

Selon le parti pro-kurde BDP
(parti pour la Paix et la
Démocratie), 776 prisonniers sont
en greve de la faim dans 58 pris-
ons du pays. 63 d'entre eux l'ont
entamée le 12 septembre (date
anniversaire du coup d'Etat de
1980) et 79 la semaine suivante.
Parmi les grévistes plus récents
figurent deux députés, Faysal
Sariyildiz et Giilseren Yildirim,
élus aux législatives de 2011 mais
interdits de siéger pour leur
implication  présumée dans
1'organisation KCK,
l'administration paralléle kurde,
ainsi que le maire de Van, Bekir
Kaya.

Mercredi, a la veille de la féte
musulmane du sacrifice, le min-
istre de la Justice, Sadullah Ergin,
a rendu une visite inattendue a
des grévistes incarcérés dans une
prison d'Ankara, et les a appelés a
mettre fin a leur mouvement.

"Pour le bien de votre corps, de
votre santé, de vos familles qui
pensent a vous: renoncez a cette
action", a déclaré le ministre. Le
gouvernement est sous pression.

Les militants kurdes réclament le
droit a 1'éducation en langue
kurde ainsi que le droit d'utiliser
cette langue dans les tribunaux. A
chaque audience du proces poli-
tique du KCK, ouvert depuis
2009, les avocats des accusés
réclament ce droit d'une défense
dans la langue maternelle des
accusés. Le ministre de la Justice
a déclaré que le gouvernement
envisageait une telle réforme.

L'autre revendication concerne,
comme souvent, le leader du PKK,
Abdullah Ocalan, emprisonné sur
1'1le d'Tmrali depuis 1999. Son sort
provoque régulierement manifes-
tations et violences. Apres étre
resté plus de 200 jours isolé sans
pouvoir recevoir de visites, "Apo"
a pu rencontrer son frére et ses
avocats. Les grévistes de la faim
réclament la fin de son confine-
ment. "Nous demandons de pou-
voir nous rendre a Imrali", a
réclamé vendredi le co-président
du BDP, Salahettin Demirtas.

Cette greve illustre aussi l'impasse
dans laquelle la "question kurde"
se trouve aujourd'hui. Un rapport
tres complet réalisé par
I'International Crisis Group et
paru en septembre donne une
idée de 1'état du conflit.

"Depuis 30 ans, tous les moyens
politiques ont été épuisés sans

Les députés du parti pro-kurde BDP, solidaires des grévistes de

la faim.

succes. L'AKP continue sa poli-
tique d'assimilation et de déni de
l'identité kurde", estime Asiye
Kolgak, une responsable du BDP a
Istanbul qui estime a 8.000 le
nombre de prisonniers politiques
kurdes en Turquie. Le premier
ministre Erdogan a laissé enten-
dre que son gouvernement était
prét a reprendre les négociations
entamées en 2010 a Oslo avec le
PKK. Le conflit qui oppose
I'armée turque a la guérilla et qui
a fait plus de 45.000 morts depuis
1984, connait une phase extréme-
ment violente depuis les élections
législatives de juin 2011 et
l'attaque de Silvan menée le 14
juillet 2011 par le PKK, considérée
comme un tournant.

Les greves de la faim collectives
sont une vieille pratique de la
gauche révolutionnaire turque (et
kurde) et ont fait 134 morts entre
1996 et 2007, dans des mouve-

ments de protestation contre
l'isolement carcéral. Des cen-
taines d'autres détenus ont gardé
des séquelles. La greve de la faim,
explique Metin Bakkalci, prési-
dent de la fondation de droits de
I'homme TIHV, est "un cri lorsque
tous les autres moyens
d'expression sont coupés".

Cet hiver, un mouvement simi-
laire avait été observé par 400
prisonniers le 15 février, jour
anniversaire de I'arrestation
d'Abdullah Ocalan. En 2000,
I'Etat turc avait brutalement mis
fin & I'une de ces "jelines de la
mort", suivi par des centaines de
prisonniers dans une vingtaine
prisons dont celle d'Umraniye, a
Istanbul. Lancée par des militants
d'extréme gauche, la greve de la
faim avait été brisée par cette
opération cyniquement baptisée
"retour a la vie" (hayata dontis). m

REUTERS

Cashes between
Turkish army, Kurdish
militants kill nine

DIYARBAKIR, Turkey - October 15, 2012 -(Reuters)

A TURKISH civilian was killed along with six Kurdish militants
and two members of the security forces in separate incidents on
Monday as violence continued to flare in Turkey's troubled sou-
theast, security sources said.

Most of the deaths occurred in Hakkari province, a mountainous
region which shares borders with Iraq and Iran, when gun battles kil-

led the villager, six members of the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK)
and one soldier in a helicopter-backed raid of a PKK camp, the
sources said.

In Mardin province, further west, remote-controlled explosives were
detonated, killing a police officer and wounding three others as their
vehicle passed, security officials said.

The PKK, considered a terrorist group by Turkey, the United States
and the European Union, has carried out a spate of attacks on mili-
tary targets in the past few months, stepping up a 28-year-old insur-
gency.

Fighting between the army and the PKK intensified over the summer,
a development which Ankara sees as linked to the chaos in neighbo-
ring Syria. Prime Minister Tayyip Erdogan has accused Syria's
President Bashar al-Assad of arming the PKK militants.0
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Inside Turkey’s Kurdish insurgency:
No sex, no swearing, no Quran

By Roy Gutman
McClatchy Washington Bureau

ISTANBUL — Volunteers who join
the Kurdish insurgency against Turkey
must abandon Islamic religious practice
and must forego “emotional ties” to
anyone outside the group, as well as
swear words and sex, or face trial and
prison, according to a Syrian-born Kurd
who defected from the group to Turkey
over the summer.

The 21-year-old defector, who sur-
rendered in June, brought with him not
only a tale of life inside the Kurdistan
Workers’ Party — known by its Kurdish
initials as the PKK — but also detailed
information about a planned attack
inside Turkey that helped Turkish
authorities beat back the PKK offensive.

McClatchy Newspapers obtained a
copy of a 19-page Turkish-language
account of his debriefing, which was
dated July 4 and was not marked clas-
sified. The debriefing contained his
name, but McClatchy is identifying him
only by his initials, R.S., to protect
family members who might still be in
territory held by the PKK’s Syrian affi-
liate.

The PKK has been waging a war
against Turkey for three decades,
demanding the creation of a Kurdish
state in southern Turkey. Thousands of
Turks have been killed by PKK actions,
and the United States and the European
Union have branded it a terrorist orga-
nization.

The defector’s disclosures helped
avert the PKK capture of Semdinli, a
mainly Kurdish town of 19,000 in sou-
theast Turkey, officials there said in
August. The PKK was routed instead,
losing more than 100 fighters. But the
PKK offensive continues, with at least
112 Turks and 325 separatists killed
between July and mid-October, and
casualties mounting daily on both sides.

The defector revealed that 250 to
300 insurgents were being mustered to
attack Semdinli, the weapons they car-
ried, where landmines would be planted
and even the tactics for evading surveil-
lance by Israeli-manufactured Heron
drones.

He also disclosed a fact of strategic
significance: Part of the staging for the
Semdinli operation took place at
Sehidan, a PKK base inside Iran, where
he had also been stationed, a sign of a
tacit, though possibly passive, role by
Iran in the PKK’s assault against
Turkey.

“Because Turkish planes and artil-
lery cannot strike Iranian soil, the (PKK)
organization moves freely on Iranian
soil,” R.S. told Turkish authorities. “We
do not interfere in Iran, and they do not
attempt to provide enforcement against

»

us.

Kurds also inhabit portions of Iraq,
where they've established an autono-
mous regional government in three pro-
vinces that operates largely indepen-
dently of the central government in
Baghdad; and portions of Syria, where a
PKK affiliate now controls much of nor-
theast Syria with the apparent acquies-
cence of the besieged government of
Syrian President Bashar Assad.

R.S. portrayed the PKK as anti-
Islamic. Performing daily prayers, fas-
ting and reading the Quran are among
the offenses that could land a recruit in
prison, he told Turkish authorities.
Instead, fighters were told that the reli-
gion of Kurds is Zoroastrianism, one of
the world’s most ancient religions, and
they should worship fire. There are said
to be fewer than 200,000 Zoroastrians
today, mostly in Iran and India.

Other offenses that could land a
recruit in jail were forging an emotional
relationship outside the organization,
sexual relations, carrying an electronic
device or disobeying orders. PKK mem-
bers held for spying or sexual relations
“are tortured in prison,” and those who
sold weapons or have spied “are senten-
ced to death by firing squad.”
Civilians who disobey PKK orders are
kidnapped and detained in prison, then
either executed or released after pay-
ment of a fine, he said.

The defector also provided Turkish
authorities the noms de guerre, home-
towns and deployments of more than
100 PKK recruits and officers he’d trai-
ned with. They included 74 Kurds from
Turkey, 13 from Syria, five from Iran,
two from Iraq and a scattering from as
far afield as Kyrgyzstan.

PKK recruitment of Syrian Kurds
had risen dramatically by late 2011 as
that country’s civil war intensified, and
they were the largest source of new
blood in the PKK, outnumbering
Turkish Kurds more than 2-to-1, R.S.
said.

R.S. indicated he was unhappy with
the apparent cooperation among the
PKK, its Syrian affiliate, the People’s
Council of Syrian Kurdistan, and the
Assad government in Damascus. “The
oppression Kurds experienced in Syria
for years is clear to see,” he said.
“However, the PKK is not carrying out

any attacks against the Syrian govern-
ment in the face of this oppression.” If
Syria’s Kurds “stand up to the Bashar
Assad regime instead of submitting, the
Assad regime cannot survive,” he told
his interrogators.

He contrasted the PKK’s view of
Assad with its assault on Turkey. In
comments that could be seen as self-
serving for a newly arrived defector, he
said the PKK “ignores the rights accor-
ded to the Kurdish people by the
Turkish state and carried out all its
attacks against Turkey.”

One of the PKK’s biggest worries,
R.S. said, is the unmanned Heron
drones that Turkey deploys to spot
insurgents, using cameras by day and
thermal monitors by night, he said.

On the eve of the offensive, the orga-
nization banned the use of radios, to
prevent the drones from tracking their
movements, and all communications
were to be written on notepaper and
encoded. Standard issue for fighters
included lined umbrellas that enable
insurgents “to move freely without being
detected by drones and military posi-
tions.” The PKK also distributed rain-
coats, he said.

“Raincoats stop thermal cameras
from detecting body heat so long as they
are kept dry ... and at least two inches
from the body,” R.S. said. At the first
sound of a drone, “we run to shelters.
Those who are outside hide motionless
under a rock or tree.”

There were other revelations: the
PKK since 2006 has maintained an
“‘“Immortals Battalion” of about 200
within its special forces whose mission
is to carry out “sensational attacks in
city centers during critical periods” to
create fear and “diminish the citizens’
trust in the state.” Its members are
“unwell,” are trained “constantly” in
ideology and explosives, and are told
they should sacrifice themselves for
Kurdistan. “I know they say that when
the time comes, they would blow them-
selves up,” R.S. said

Like many recruits, R.S. joined the
PKK in part to get away from family pro-
blems — some analysts say this is the
primary reason young men, and women,
take to the hills. He signed up in
Damascus in the summer of 2010, and
after a week of indoctrination, returned
to his hometown in northeastern Syria
for one night. Along with two couriers,
he boarded a raft on the Tigris River and
traveled to Iraq.

The first major formation he
encountered was a female »
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»  brigade consisting of 40 to 45
women, but then he was taken to a new
recruit training center in the Gare dis-
trict of Iraqi Kurdistan. After training in
three locations for about a year, he was
stationed in Sehidan in northern Iran.

R.S. did not say exactly what led him
to defect, but it may have been partly
personal. During training, he had
befriended a young Turkish Kurd, who
also had joined in mid-2010, but com-
manders would not allow them to be

deployed together. The two young men
had been deployed to Sehidan in May
and were on guard duty when they deci-
ded to leave.

Fully aware that a major attack was
being prepared on the town of Semdinli,
they walked for three days and arrived
on the outskirts of the town. There, they
expected police or soldiers to capture
them, “however we encountered no
police or soldiers at this time.” So they
walked to the headquarters of the mili-

tary police and surrendered.

Under Turkey’s “law of effective
remorse,” defectors who have not com-
mitted acts of violence will not be char-
ged with membership in a terrorist orga-
nization. If they committed violent acts,
the sentence can be reduced by as
much as three-quarters. Just what hap-
pened to R.S. is not known.®

‘27 October 2012

Syrian rebels and Kurdish
militiamen clash in Aleppo

Eid truce broken again with at least 22 thought dead after alleged incursion by
Syrian rebels into neutral Kurdish districts

tleast 22 people were killed in

clashes between Syrian rebels
and Kurdish militia men in Aleppo,
Syria's largest city.

The fighting broke out despite a truce
brokered in honour of the Muslim festival
Eid al-Adha, which was also broken in
other areas of Syria with sporadic bomb-
ings and clashes.

The clashes occurred after rebels pushed
into largely Kurdish and Christian areas
that have remained relatively quiet dur-
ing the three-month battle for the city.

Kurds say the rebels had pledged to stay
out of their districts. Kurdish groups have
for the most part tried to steer a middle
course in the conflict between the rebels
and the regime of President Bashar al-
Assad. Some figures have allied with the
rebels, others with Assad, while others
have remained neutral.

The UK-based Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights said 19 rebels and three
Kurdish gunmen were killed in the clash
that lasted several hours, the group said.
A Kurdish official put the death toll at 10
Kurds, but had no figures for the rebels.

Mohieddine Sheik Ali, head of the
Kurdish Yekiti party, told the Associated
Press that the clashes broke out after
rebels entered Ashrafieh, violating "a
gentlemen's agreement” not to go into
Kurdish areas in Aleppo.

He said there are 100,000 Kurds in
Ashrafieh and many in the nearby Sheik
Maksoud area. Sheik Ali said tens of
thousands of Arabs have also fled to these
districts from the violence across Aleppo.

"Disagreements between our brothers in
the [rebel] Free Syrian Army and the
Kurdish Popular Defence Units" led to
the clashes, he said.

In other violence, the Observatory and
the Local Co-ordination Committees
reported shelling and shooting on
Saturday, mostly in Aleppo, the eastern
region of Deir el-Zour, Daraa to the south
and suburbs of the capital, Damascus.

Syria mediator Lakhdar Brahimi, the UN-
Arab League envoy, mediated a four-day
ceasefire that began on Friday to mark

the Eid festival.

"The ceasefire collapsed nearly three
hours after it went into effect," said Rami
Abdul-Rahman, who heads the observa-
tory. "The only difference is that the fight-
ing is less widespread and the regime has
not been using its air force since the
ceasefire began."

State-run Syrian TV also reported on
Saturday that rebels violated the ceasefire
by detonating a car bomb outside an
Assyrian Christian church in the eastern
city of Deir el-Zour, near the border with
Iraq.

The violence came a day after car bombs
and clashes left more than 100 dead. m
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Syrie : Au moins 30 morts dans des
combats inédits entre Kurdes et rebelles

BEYROUTH, (AFP) — Des affronte-
ments inédits entre miliciens kurdes et
rebelles anti-régime a Alep, dans le nord
de la Syrie, ont fait 30 morts et 200 prison-
niers, a rapporté samedi 1'Observatoire
syrien des droits de I'Homme (OSDH).

Ces affrontements dans lesquels
rebelles et kurdes ont vu la main du
régime viennent se greffer a un conflit
entre armée et groupes rebelles et fragili-
sent encore davantage un pays miné par
19 mois de violences.

Les heurts sans précédent ont éclaté
vendredi entre des rebelles et des mem-
bres du Parti de I'Union démocratique
kurde (PYD), la branche syrienne du PKK
(Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan, kurde
turc) dans le quartier a majorité kurde
d'Achrafiyé.

Ce secteur du nord d'Alep, controélé par
le PYD, avait été relativement épargné par
les violences qui ont éclaté le 20 juillet
dans la métropole, mais sa position sur
une hauteur de la ville est stratégique.

Selon des habitants, quelque 200
rebelles se sont infiltrés a Achrafiyé, et les
membres des comités populaires kurdes

postés a des barrages ont tenté de les
repousser, provoquant les affrontements.

"Trente personnes -arabes et kurdes-
sont mortes dans les combats, dont 22
combattants des deux camps", a annoncé
I'OSDH, une organisation basée en
Grande-Bretagne qui s'appuie sur un
réseau de militants et de sources meédi-
cales civiles et militaires a travers la Syrie.

Plus de 200 personnes ont ensuite été
capturées, pour la plupart des Kurdes aux
mains des rebelles mais aussi une ving-
taine de rebelles pris par le PYD, selon la
meéme Source.

La minorité kurde (15% des 23 millions
de Syriens) est hostile au régime de
Bachar al-Assad, qui l'a réprimée, mais est
méfiante envers l'opposition qu'elle juge
peu encline a reconnaitre sa spécificité.

Cet été, l'armée s'est retirée de cer-
taines zones kurdes, en particulier du
quartier d'Achrafiyé et de plusieurs villes
le long de la frontiére turque, laissant une
grande autonomie aux autorités kurdes
qui permettent aux rebelles d'y pénétrer
sans armes et en civil.

Massoud Akko, journaliste syrien et
figure du militantisme kurde, a réaffirmé
samedi son opposition a la présence de
I'Armée syrienne libre (ASL, rebelles) dans
les zones kurdes, tout en redoutant que le
régime "cherche a créer des conflits entre
les Syriens".

Dans un communiqué, le PYD a fait
porter la responsabilité des combats
autant sur les rebelles que sur le régime,
expliquant que durant les deux jours
ayant précédé les combats, l'armée avait
tiré des obus sur le quartier d'Achrafiyé.

"Nous avons choisi de rester neutres,
et nous ne prendrons pas partie dans une
guerre qui n'apportera que souffrance et
destruction a notre pays", a répété le parti
dans un communiqué.

Un groupe rebelle a assuré que les
affrontements avaient été le résultat d'un
malentendu: "Nos fréres kurdes sont des
camarades au sein de notre nation. Le pro-
bléme (...) a été le résultat d'un malen-
tendu da a une manigance du régime", a
assuré la "brigade des Hommes libres de
Syrie". ¢

28 octobre 2012

En Syrie, les Kurdes d'Alep impliqués

malgré eux dans le conflit

Par RFI, De notre correspondant a
Istanbul, Jéréme Bastion

ne grande manifestation doit se

tenir ce dimanche 28 octobre a
Kamishli, principale ville du Kurdistan
autonome syrien, en hommage aux 20
victimes civiles des attaques qui ont
visé le quartier kurde d’Achrafiyeh, au
nord d’Alep : attaque des forces gou-
vernementales, d’abord, puis - et c’est
plus surprenant - d’'un groupe apparte-
nant a I’Armée syrienne libre, qui s’est
soldée hier par une riposte meurtriére.
La population kurde, qui tente de rester
en marge du conflit, est sous le choc.

Plus sans doute que partout ailleurs en
Syrie, c’est dans le grand quartier
d’Achrafiyeh a majorité kurde, jusque-la
épargné par la guerre, que la tréve a fait long
feu. Pour la toute premiére fois depuis le
début du conflit, 'armée loyaliste y avait
d’abord fait une incursion violente, tuant une
quinzaine de personnes.

Le lendemain, c’est un groupe se disant
appartenir a ’Armée syrienne libre qui a fait
cing victimes en tirant sur des manifestants
rassemblés pour leur demander de quitter ce
quartier calme qu’ils tentaient d’investir.

La riposte des Kurdes a fait 19 morts dans
les rangs des assaillants, ainsi qu’un grand
nombre de prisonniers alors que
d’'importants lots d’armes et des véhicules
ont été saisis.

Alep, le 18 octobre
2012. Face au dra-
peau de I’Armée
syrienne libre, le
drapeau de la mil-
ice kurde a l'entrée
du quartier
Achrafiyeh (au
dernier plan), resté
jusque-la en-dehors
des violences.
Jérome Bastion /
RFI

Dans un communiqué, I'Unité de défense
populaire, la milice kurde, dit avoir utilisé son
droit a la légitime défense et prévient
qu’Achrafiyeh, comme le quartier voisin de
Shah Maksoud, sont et resteront sous son
contrble exclusif. Mais tout indique que ces
quartiers jusque-la neutres auront du mal a
rester a I'écart de la confrontation entre
armée réguliere et rébellion, ce qui accroit le
risque d’une guerre civile généralisée. O
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A Alep, les tensions
communautaires couvent

REPORTAGE : L’ASL, qui est déja divisée et sous-équipée, ne
peut pas se permettre d’ouvrir un nouveau front avec les

Kurdes.

LE COMBATTANT kurde de I’Armée
syrienne libre tue l'’ennui en jouant avec
sa kalachnikov : quand un de ses cama-
rades sunnites se met a hurler « Allah
Akbar » en écho a une rafale d’explosions
venues du front a Alep, il hausse les
épaules avec lassitude. « Du calme, du
calme, il ne t’entend pas », lui lance-t-il,
assis dans une rue du quartier de
Boustane el-Bacha, dans le nord de la
ville, ou il contréle 'identité des civils tra-
versant le front qui divise Alep, secouée
par des combats depuis plus de trois
mois.

De l'endroit ou il se trouve, il peut voir
le barrage tenu par les membres d’une
milice kurde — qui controlent certains sec-
teurs de la métropole du nord du pays —
conspués par la plupart de ses camarades
de I’ASL, principale force d’opposition
armée, trés majoritairement arabe et sun-
nite. Mais si ce combattant kurde et ses
camarades sunnites affirment étre fréres
d’armes dans leur combat contre le prési-
dent syrien Bachar el-Assad, ils divergent
quant a ce que sera la nouvelle Syrie. « Il
faut un gouvernement islamiste », estime
Moutassim, 20 ans, la barbe clairsemée et
les cheveux couverts dune calotte de
priere en crochet, avant de lancer un
sonore « Allah Akbar ». Son camarade
kurde, qui souhaite rester anonyme, a
choisi le camp de I'’ASL mais pas pour
devenir un « moujahid ». Il rejette avec

véhémence l'ildée d’'un gouvernement isla-
miste, réclamant « un gouvernement pour
tout le monde ».

Vendredi, des heurts ont éclaté non
loin de la entre I’ASL et des miliciens
kurdes, qui ont fait 30 morts. Ces com-
bats dans le quartier d’Achrafiyé sont les
plus violents a avoir opposé des Kurdes a
des rebelles armés en prés de 20 mois de
conflit. Ils ont débuté le lendemain de
l’'arrivée de troupes rebelles dans ce quar-
tier mixte, contrélé par les miliciens du
parti de 1'Union démocratique kurde
(PYD). Le PYD, branche syrienne du PKK
(Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan,
kurde turc), mouvement laique de
gauche, affirme étre neutre. Les tensions
sont vives entre le PYD, accusé de faire le
jeu du régime, et les rebelles vus par les
Kurdes comme ayant une feuille de route
islamiste.

Mais I’ASL, qui est déja divisée et
sous-équipée, ne peut pas se permettre
d’ouvrir un nouveau front avec les
Kurdes, quelles que soient les récrimina-
tions de sa base. Un commandant de la
brigade al-Tawhid, principale unité de
I’ASL a Alep, estime que « ce type de pro-
bléme ne doit pas se reproduire, car cela
rendrait les choses trés compliquées ».

Qualifiant les Kurdes de « fréres », il
avertit néanmoins que cela pourrait chan-
ger « une fois le régime tombé ». « S’ils ne
changent pas, une fois que nous en
aurons fini avec 'armée d’Assad, nous
nous attaquerons » aux partisans du PKK,
lance-t-il. Mais pour Peter Harling, ana-

lyste au sein de lInternational Crisis
Group, il s’agit avant tout de rhétorique,
d’autant que la chute d’Assad est loin
d’étre acquise.

« LES CHRETIENS NE SONT PAS LIES
AU PAYS »

Dans la ville multiethnique d’Alep, qui
fut le poumon économique de Syrie et un
creuset ou une multitude de communau-
tés ont vécu en paix durant des décen-
nies, les dissensions couvent. Les rebelles
affirment représenter tous les Syriens,
mais peu de combattants chrétiens,
chiites et alaouites sont visibles dans
leurs rangs a Alep. Les secteurs controlés
par I'ASL sont des quartiers sunnites
conservateurs, ou les femmes sont cou-
vertes de la téte aux pieds.

Face au point de controle de I’ASL a
Boustane el-Bacha, une maison pour per-
sonnes agées arméniennes chrétiennes,
trés endommageée, a été évacuée. Quand
on leur demande ce qui changerait dans
une Syrie sans Assad, de nombreux com-
battants a Alep souhaitent un gouverne-
ment islamique et l'application de la cha-
ria.

Abou Mahar, qui affirme contréler 200
combattants rebelles, accuse le régime de
jouer les communautés les unes contre
les autres - tout en affirmant que les
chrétiens ne sont pas de vrais Syriens. «
Les chrétiens ne sont pas liés au pays,
déclare-t-il dans un gymnase transformé
en QG rebelle ailleurs a Alep. Si quelque
chose arrive en Syrie, ils prendront tous
la fuite. »

M. Harling souligne cependant que les
relations entre rebelles et chrétiens res-
tent correctes. « Cela pourrait étre bien
pire. Ce n’est pas une guerre confession-
nelle ouverte, (la Syrie) n’est pas encore le
Liban. Cela pourrait le devenir, mais je
pense que les deux sociétés sont tres dif-
férentes », a-t-il déclaré. &

Combats entre les rebelles arabes et les
Kurdes: un autre front en Syrie

AZAZ (Syrie), 30 octobre 2012 (AFP)

MOHAMMED HAFAR A ETE TUE par balle alors qu'il tentait de por-
ter secours a son frére Faysal, mortellement blessé dans des com-
bats entre rebelles arabes et milices kurdes dans le nord de la Syrie,
prés de la frontiére turque.

Quatre rebelles ont péri dans ces affrontements, les deuxiémes en qua-
rante-huit heures, prés du village kurde de Yazi Bah, selon des combat-
tants rebelles rencontrés dans leur bastion d'Azaz.

Des combattants en treillis armés de kalachnikovs se sont rassemblés
devant la maison des Hafar, ils ont porté le corps de Mohammed a tra-
vers des rues jonchées d'ordures jusqu'au cimetiere.

Dans le cortege, des blessés sur des béquilles ont tenu a rendre un der-
nier hommage au défunt.

Parmi eux, Fahad, 20 ans, blessé, selon lui, dans les combats contre les
forces gouvernementales dans la ville d'Alep (nord).

"L'ennemi est a présent le PKK (milice kurde), ce sont les chiens
d'Assad", (Bachar al-Assad) le président syrien, marmonne-t-il en colére,
affalé dans une chaise en plastique devant la maison des Hafar. "Quand
ils nous tuent, on les tue".

Abou Sabri acquiesce."Nous allons les punir. Je ne dis pas qu'on va le
faire maintenant, mais bientdt, vous verrez", menace cet homme de 28
ans.

Les tensions se sont aggravées entre le PYD --branche syrienne du Parti
des travailleurs du Kurdistan (rebelles kurdes turcs, gauche laique), que
les rebelles accusent d'étre des laquais du régime-- et les insurgés sun-
nites qui souvent affirment vouloir un régime islamiste.

Des combats entre Arabes et Kurdes ont éclaté vendredi a Alep =
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=> faisant 30 morts.

Abou Chaabane, 50 ans, qui tient un magasin de siéges-auto et connais-
sait Mohammed Hafar depuis toujours, est dévasté: "Il était comme un fils
pour moi".

Comme la plupart des habitants, il dit ne jamais avoir eu de probleme
avec les Kurdes avec lesquels ils cohabitaient. A la question de savoir ce
qui a changé, il répond lignorer et préfére ne pas en parler.

Depuis le début de la guerre, les Kurdes ont cherché a rester a I'écart du
conflit dans le nord de la Syrie.

Selon les Kurdes, ils ont ainsi interdit aux rebelles d'entrer armés dans la
ville d'Afrine et conclu un accord avec les autorités pour le départ des
forces gouvernementales.

Les troupes se sont retirées mais un poste des forces de sécurité
demeure avec un portrait du président Assad accroché a la fagade.

Pour les jusqu'au-boutistes de I'ASL, les membres du PYD ne sont rien
d'autre que des shires du régime, armés et payés pour tenir les rebelles
a distance. Des guides arabes accompagnant I'AFP disent ne plus se
sentir en sécurité dans les villages kurdes.

Peter Harling, analyste de I'International Crisis Group estime que le PYD

aréussi a exploiter le conflit, créant des frictions avec l'opposition armée,
particuliérement dans la zone clé de la frontiére turque.

"Il 'y a beaucoup de tensions entre les groupes armés de l'opposition a
propos des routes de transit des armes. Le fait que plusieurs des postes
frontaliers sont controlés par les Kurdes a provoqué aussi des tensions
avec les Kurdes", explique-t-il.

Selon I'analyste, le PYD veut rester neutre dans le conflit, mais il est
déterminé a profiter de la situation quel que soit le résultat.

Quelque 600.000 Kurdes vivent dans la région située au nord-est d'Alep,
et la crainte est grande de voir les tensions communautaires s'envenimer
dans les zones frontaliéres de la Turquie d'ou I'armée s'est retirée.

La minorité kurde (15% des 23 millions de Syriens) est hostile au régime
de Bachar al-Assad, qui I'a réprimée, mais se méfie de I'opposition qu'elle
juge peu encline a reconnaitre sa spécificité.

"Dans les zones d'ou les rebelles ont chassé I'armée, il y a un vide en
matiére de sécurité. Certains des combattants ne souhaitent pas du tout
la démocratie. Ce sont juste des seigneurs de guerre qui profitent du
chaos", a dénoncé le président de I'Observatoire syrien des droits de
I'Homme (OSDH), Rami Abdel Rahmane. o

- Un avenir tiraillé entre la
i dictature
: guerre civile

~ La Syrie aura le choix
_entre la peste et le choléra

Une importante procession a
suivi le corps de Mohamad
Hafar, un Kurde décédé dans un
échange de tirs entre I’ASL et
les militants Kurdes. En
s’entretuant, I'opposition frag-
ilise encore sa position et ses
chances de renverser le régime
de Bachar El Assad

d’Assad et 1la

Ligue arabe, a

pect de la tréve pour laquelle Lakhdar
Brahimi, envoyé des Nations unis et de la
pourtant

velles vagues de violence. Aujourd’hui
déja, bien qu’ceuvrant dans un méme ‘i
objectif, quelques échanges de tir font :
écho, entre rebelles kurdes, islamistes et
chrétiens. L’Armée Syrienne libre (ASL), :
bien qu’ayant admis quelques (trés) rares :
Kurdes en son sein, prévient d’ores et
déja que leur fraternisation ne durera pas
au-deld des combats. Leur principale :
divergence concerne la feuille de route de
la «Syrie d’aprés Bachar». Les uns (ASL)
veulent un Etat islamiste appliquant la :
Charia, les autres (Kurdes), révent d’'un
«gouvernement pour tous», tandis que
d’autres encore (les Chrétiens) sont accu-
sés de lacheté, voire de non appartenance
a la partie. Ceux qui ont choisi la neutra- :
lité, comme le PYD (branche syrienne du
parti turc des travailleurs du Kurdistan),
sont accusés de faire I'affaire du régime. :
Ainsi, la situation actuelle ne laisse pré- i
voir, a priori, que deux scénarii possibles:
une Syrie sous la dictature, ou une Syrie ‘:

bataillé.

- Le non respect de la tréve

i souligne les divergences de
i Popposition

i - Le régime et les rebelles se
i rejettent la responsabilité
i des 270 morts

’UNE des principales causes de
I’échec du cessez-le-feu entre les bel-

! ligérants dans le conflit syrien est la méme
qui fait craindre le pire, dans le cas hypo-
i thétique d’un arrét du massacre ; En 20
{ mois de combats, ’opposition n’a pas
réussi a unir ses forces contre son ennemi
¢ commun. Cela augurait déja d’un non res-

L’émissaire de la paix n’a pu obtenir
I’accord de principe de tous les groupes
rebelles, certains d’entre eux ayant,
d’entrée de jeu, rejeté la proposition. Et ce
n’est la que la partie visible de I’iceberg.
Ainsi, que Bachar El Assad tombe ou
pas, l'avenir de la Syrie reste tres équi-
voque. Sil’actuel président arrive a mater
la rébellion, sa «dictature» sera consa-
crée, et le mutisme déja pesant de la
communauté internationale se fera
encore plus assourdissant face a ce que le
peuple pourra subir. Si Bachar tombe, les
pronostics ne seront malheureusement
pas plus festifs. La grande ligne de sépa-
ration entre les différents groupes de
lopposition pourra engranger de nou-

en guerre civile.

Entre temps, le non respect de la
tréve a fait 270 morts, dont 120 civils, 74 i
rebelles, et 79 membres de 'armée offi-
cielle, selon les chiffres avancés par :
I’Observatoire syrien des droits de !
I'Homme. Le régime de Damas et ses
opposants se rejettent la responsabilité :
du «premier tir». L’aviation syrienne a :
mené ses raids les plus violents depuis
son entrée en action, et les rebelles n’ont :
pas laché leurs armes pendant les «festi- :
vités» de la plus importante féte reli-
gieuse musulmane, Aid Al Adha. = H

Rime AIT EL HAJ |
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rbil, Asharq Al-Awsat — A
: Kurdish leader, speaking to
i Asharq Al-Awsat on the condition
i of anonymity, revealed that the
i US administration has informed

i Kurdistan Region President
{ Massoud Barzani that the US
i and Turkey will not support any
i efforts, on his part, to announce
i an independent Kurdish state.

! He added “Washington informed
i Barzani of its support for dia-
i logue with Baghdad, and recom-
i mended that he — along with Iraqi
! political leaders — seek to over-
i come this crisis and normalize
i relations between the Iragi and
i Kurdish political forces in order to
! protect the democratic experi-
i ence in Iraq.”

The source told Asharqg Al-Awsat
i that “approximately two weeks
iago the US administration

informed Barzani not to rely on
American and Turkish support in
his quest to secede from Iraq or
take steps towards the formation
of an independent Kurdish state.
The US said that Barzani should
not rely on the support of
America and Turkey to move
towards this option, for America
supports reconciliation and nor-
malization efforts, and Kurdish
participation in the political
process in Iraq, rather than any
steps whose objective is seces-
sion from Iraq.”

The Kurdish leader also
expressed his fear regarding
Ankara’s position towards the
Kurdistan Region. He said
“Turkey is ignoring the humani-
tarian issue surrounding the
Kurdish issue; this is a case
involving a population of 20 mil-
lion whose humanitarian and
national rights are being violated
by the Turkish state. Therefore |
do not think that Turkey will come

out today to support an issue
such as the formation of the
Kurdish state and secession from
Iraq.”

He added “Turkey has had a very
strong relationship with Iraq over
the past decades, and its inter-
ests are more in line with the
Iragi state than the Kurdistan
Region, therefore | fear our
Kurdish people in the Kurdistan
Region being subject to another
regional conspiracy along the
lines of the conspiracy perpetuat-
ed by the Shah of Iran in 1975
when he reconciled with the
Saddam Hussein regime...with
the objective of suppressing the
Kurdish revolution led by late
Mullah Mustafa Barzani.”

The Kurdish leader, who spoke to
Asharq Al-Awsat on the condition
of anonymity, asserted “| believe
that the same scenario is on the
verge of being repeated, there-
fore | warn the Kurdistan Region
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presidency against making theg
same historic mistake, particular-
ly following America’s retreat :

from supporting
towards secession from Irag.”

Earlier
Region

this year,
President

any move :

Kurdistan
Barzani :

demanded that Iraq’s Shiite lead- :
ers agree on power sharing with |
their political enemies or else the :
Kurds would consider breaking :
away from Baghdad. Speaking in i
April, President Barzani called for
Baghdad to agree a power shar- i

ing deal

before September,

threatening that the Kurdistan§
Region could seek to secede :

from

Iraq. Speaking to the i

Associated Press [AP], he said i
“what threatens the unity of Iraq :
is dictatorship and authoritarian :
rule. If Irag heads towards a:
democratic state, then there will
be no trouble. But if Iraq heads :
towards a dictatorial state, then i
we will not be able to live with i

dictatorship.” e

la Syrie s’enfonce dans ses guerres

Mohammed Larbi

riere ce sourire qui ne le quitte
jamais ou trés rarement ? Pour
avoir connu pratiquement tous les
types de conflits, Lakhdar Brahimi
donne effectivement cette impres-
sion. Non pas qu'il ne peut avoir
d’émotions, mais il est arrivé a les
contrbler afin de mieux transmettre
ses impressions. De se faire com-
prendre. Tout ce qu’il a dit sur le
conflit syrien s'est avéré fondé.
Quant au fait qu'il soit entendu, cela
est une autre question qui renvoie a
la nature méme de ce conflit, passé
par différents stades jusqu'a deve-
nir une guerre civile. Il I'a fait au
début de cet été, alors qu'il était
tout juste pressenti pour succéder
au poste de médiateur international
a Kofi Annan, et puis tout au long
de son périple et des contacts avec
les parties en conflit en Syrie ainsi
que les Etats que l'on dit engagés
de quelque maniére que ce soit, ou
tout juste ayant de l'influence.

Jusque-la  sceptique, M.

Que peut-il bien se cacher der-

Brahimi est devenu fonciérement
pessimiste depuis I'échec de la
tréve a laquelle il avait appelé,
laquelle pourtant avait été accep-
tée aussi bien par le régime syrien
que par la rébellion. Aussi disait-il a
ce sujet a Moscou le 29 octobre
2012, a lissue des consultations
avec le ministre russe des Affaires
étrangeres, Serguei Lavrov, que
«la crise en Syrie est trés trés dan-
gereuse, la situation est mauvaise
et empire». S'agissant de la crise
comme on I'appelle, Iui a décidé de
lui donner un nom. «Si ce n'est pas
une guerre civile, je ne sais pas ce
que c'est», a-t-il déclaré alors, en
voulant pour preuve la réalité du
terrain. L'élément nouveau et cer-
tainement le plus dangereux pour
la Syrie, ce sont ces affrontements,
jusque-la limités, entre commu-
nautés.

Ce qui a fait dire a un analyste
qu’il n'y a pas encore de guerre
confessionnelle et que la Syrie
n’est pas le Liban. Sauf que la pré-
caution parait bien dérisoire et tra-
hit méme une réelle préoccupa-
tion. Effectivement, les uns et les

autres se battent pour des portions
de territoire ou des positions avec,
de part et d'autre, une tres forte
méfiance. Que sera en effet
I'aprés-Assad que beaucoup désor-
mais voient comme une certitude,
mais lointaine ?

Que seront les rapports entre
les différentes communautés, une
question qui revient avec insis-
tance depuis que les affrontements
opposent ces dernieres également
? A l'image de ces zones déja déli-
mitées en dehors, bien entendu,
de celles controlées par I'Armée
syrienne de libération (ASL).

Comme ces barrages érigés a
I'entrée de certaines zones et
tenus par les membres d'une milice
kurde — qui contrdlent certains sec-
teurs d’Alep, la métropole du nord
du pays — et non par I'ASL, princi-
pale force d’opposition armée, tres
majoritairement arabe et sunnite
méme si les uns et les autres affir-
ment étre freres d'armes dans leur
combat contre le président syrien.
Les différentes communautés ont
fini par développer un sentiment
de suspicion et méme de méfiance

les unes vis-a-vis des autres.

Les conséquences sont visi-
bles, elles sont méme terribles.
Des heurts opposent, a une fré-
quence devenue inquiétante, élé-
ments de I'ASL et miliciens kurdes.

Le ton monte, surtout que les
accusations sont sans nuance. Les
miliciens du parti de I'Union démo-
cratique kurde (PYD) sont ainsi
accusés de faire le jeu du régime,
tandis que les rebelles sont vus par
les Kurdes comme ayant une feuille
de route islamiste. Le mode opéra-
toire rappelle aussi ce qui s'est
passé en Irak voisin, ou chaque
partie veut chasser l'autre ou la
soumettre a sa propre domination.

Ce sont précisément ces atten-
tats ciblant des quartiers ethnique-
ment homogénes comme sl
s'agissait d'impliquer ceux qui
croient a la neutralité ou tout sim-
plement pousser au pourrissement.
Tout le monde contre tout le
monde. Ce sera alors la fin d'une
révolte. Le danger est grand de voir
la Syrie sombrer dans une spirale
d’ou il lui sera difficile de sortir.
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Obama administration works to launch
new Syrian opposition council

By Josh Rogin

yrian opposition leaders of all stripes
will convene in Qatar next week to

form a new leadership body to subsume
the opposition Syrian National Council,
which is widely viewed as ineffective,
consumed by infighting, and little respec-
ted on the ground, The Cable has learned.

The State Department has been heavily
involved in crafting the new council as part
of its effort oust Syrian President Bashar
al-Assad and build a more viable and uni-
fied opposition. In September, for ins-
tance, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
met with a group of Syrian activists who
were flown in to New York for a high-level
meeting that has not been reported until
now.
During the third and final presidential
debate, Republican nominee Mitt Romney
criticized President Barack Obama's Syria
policy as a failure to show "leadership” in
laying the groundwork for the post-Assad
era and called for "a form of council that
can take the lead in Syria."

In fact, over the last several months,
according to U.S. officials and Syrian oppo-
sition figures, the State Department has
worked to broaden its contacts inside the
country, meeting with military comman-
ders and representatives of local gover-
nance councils in a bid to bypass the frac-
tious SNC.

Many in the SNC are accordingly frus-
trated with the level of support they've got-
ten in Washington. "The Obama adminis-
tration is trying to systematically under-
mine the SNC. It's very unfortunate," one
SNC leader said told The Cable.

But U.S. officials are equally frustrated
with an SNC they say has failed to attract
broad support, particularly from the
Alawite and Kurdish minorities. The new
council is an attempt to change that dyna-
mic. Dozens of Syrian leaders will meet in
the Qatari capital, Doha, on Nov. 3 and
hope to announce the new council as the
legitimate representative of all the major
Syrian opposition factions on Nov. 7, one
day after the U.S. presidential election.

The Obama administration sees the
new council as a potential interim govern-
ment that could negotiate with both the
international community and - down the
line - perhaps also the Syrian regime. The
SNC will have a minority stake in the new
body, but some opposition leaders are still
skeptical that the effort will succeed.

The Qatar meeting will include dozens
of opposition leaders from inside Syria,
including from the provincial revolutio-
nary councils, the local "coordination com-

mittees" of activists, and select people from
the newly established local administrative
councils.

"We call it a proto-parliament. One
could also think of it as a continental
congress," a senior administration official
told The Cable.

U.S. officials and opposition leaders
are calling the initiative the "Riad Seif
plan," named after the former Syrian par-
liamentarian and dissident who was impri-
soned after he signed the Damascus
Declaration on respect for Syrians' human
rights in 2005. He was released in 2011,
beaten up by a Shabiha gang in Noember
2011, and finally allowed to leave Syria in
June 2012.

Seif is central to the formation of the
new council and is seen as a figure with
broad credibility with both the internal and
external Syrian opposition.

"We have to get [the internal opposi-
tion] to bless the new political leadership
structure they're setting up and not only do
we have to get them to bless the structure,
but they have to get the names on it," the
official said, noting that the exact structure
of the council will be determined in Qatar,
not before.

"We need to be clear: This is what the
Americans support, and if you want to
work with us you are going to work with
this plan and you're going to do this now,"
the official said. "We aren't going to waste
anymore time. The situation is worsening.
We need to do this now."

Secretary Clinton's personal involve-
ment came when she met with select mem-
bers of the 80-member "Friends of Syria"
group in New York, which included inter-
nal opposition figures and several foreign
ministers from the Friends of Syria "core
group" of 22 countries.

"The New York meeting was designed
to tee up the idea that there has to be a new
political structure, not just the SNC," the
official said.

Two SNC leaders attended the meeting
along with four representatives of the
internal opposition, although only one

such leader actually came from inside
Syria. Of the other three, one traveled from
Sweden, one from Jordan, and one from
Kuwait. They all spoke briefly and then left
the room while the foreign ministers dis-
cussed the road ahead.

"We wanted more [from inside Syria]
but we couldn't get them out. The other
people were chosen by people from the
inside," the official said.

Even bringing that individual from
within Syria proved to be a major underta-
king, however, because he didn't have a
passport. It took high-level intervention
between the State Department and the
Department of Homeland Security. The
Syrian caught his flight to New York for the
meeting -- but only at the last minute.

The U.S. government will be represen-
ted at the Nov. 7 Qatar meeting by
Ambassador to Syria Robert Ford, who has
been dealing with various opposition
groups and weighing in on the composition
of the new council, a senior administration
official said. For example, Ford pressed for
the council to have 50 members in order to
include 20 representatives of the internal
opposition alongside 15 members of the
SNC and 15 other representatives of
various Syrian opposition organizations.

The idea is also to create an eight- to
10-member executive body -- made up of
technocrats who are not on the new coun-
cil -- that would be able to work directly
with foreign governments on a day-to-day
basis on practical items such as the deli-
very and direction of humanitarian assis-
tance.

"We could finally have an interface to
say ‘The needs of this place are greater
than the needs of people in that place, so
please direct assistance here or there," the
official said.

The U.S. government is coordinating
with governments in Europe and the
region to forge consensus on the way ahead
with the political opposition inside Syria
and outside, the official added.

The Turkish government has been
wary of the new effort because it has been
heavily invested in the SNC, and the new
council intentionally puts the SNC in a
minority position.

But Washington's relationship with the
SNC has been deteriorating for several
months, officials said, and the administra-
tion believes the Turks will ultimately
come around to embrace the new body.

The mutual recriminations between
the Obama administration and the SNC
reached a tipping point over the late spring
and summer, when two official visits by the
SNC to Washington were canceled, mmm
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mmm onein May and one in July. The May
meeting was canceled by the U.S. side
because the administration wanted the
SNC to visit Moscow first -- a visit that
didn't go well, the official said. The July
meeting was scuttled by the SNC itself.

But the SNC isn't going away. The
group's leaders will hold their own meeting
in Qatar on Nov. 3 to establish a new 15-
member executive council and potentially
a new president.

Other Syrian activists warn that the
new council is far from a sure thing.

One external opposition activist with
ties to military leaders inside Syria told
The Cable there's a risk the Doha meeting
could be only the latest example of the
opposition's failure to coalesce around a
common vision and plan for a post-Assad
Syria.

"Right now, the opposition groups are

very vague and there's no agreement on
who's representing who and what and
where," this opposition activist said.
"Right now there is a lot of risk that this
will be another failed approach that will
not achieve anything."

But the Obama administration's efforts
go beyond the attempt to stand up the new
council.

Although members of Ford's staff have
been in communication with representa-
tives of the opposition Free Syrian Army
for some time, in July, Ford made his first
in-person contact with the FSA during a
visit to Cairo. A special conference call was
arranged earlier this month between Ford
and several FSA commanders, the official
confirmed.

The Obama administration is well
aware of the growing influence of opposi-
tion military commanders and the effort by
Islamist extremists, including groups lin-

ked to al Qaeda, to gain influence over the
direction of Syria's burgeoning civil war.

"There's a rising presence of Islamist
extremists. So we need to help these [mili-
tary council leaders], the majority of them
are secular, relatively moderate, and not
pursuing an overly vicious agenda," the
official said.

But the Obama administration
remains reluctant to directly provide wea-
pons to the FSA and has all but ruled out
committing U.S. military assets to the
fight, despite the hopes of many Syrian
opposition figures that the Nov. 6 election
will mark an inflection point.

"We are providing to the political
opposition all kinds of assistance and we're
going to ramp that up, as the secretary has
said," the official said. "I don't think there's
going to be a big change after the election."
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Is Ocalan the right
actor to solve the
Kurdish problem?

Columnists
EMRE USLU
e.uslu@odayszaman.com

s the Kurdish prisoners’ hunger strike problem dominates

domestic politics, many political observers point out that
Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) leader Abdullah Ocalan would be
the number one avenue to utilize in order to solve not only the hun-
ger strike problem, but also the Kurdish question.

Perhaps the state bureaucracy too thinks that using Ocalan is the
right avenue for solving this problem. Is he? Those who think that
Ocalan is the right person to talk to about the Kurdish question
assume Ocalan plays a critical role: the unquestionable leader of
the PKK.

However, those who really think that Ocalan is the only leader of
the PKK are wrong. Yes Ocalan is a leader (not “the leader”) of the
PKK. This does not mean that the PKK always listens to whatever
Ocalan says. Since 2005 the PKK is run by the Kurdistan
Communities Union (KCK) executive committee, and Ocalan has
only one voice on that committee.

The right definition of Ocalan’s position would be that of a
spokesman for the KCK executive committee. This is because he
has major influence over the Kurdish masses. The executive com-
mittee gave him this role to easily mobilize the masses around the
PKK'’s plans and projects. Instead of giving orders, Ocalan shares
the decisions that are taken by the committee, through which
Ocalan effectively circulates their decisions to the people.

The internal rivalry that took place back in 2004 place limitations on
Ocalan’s powers over the PKK, back then there were two rival
groups in the PKK. One was arguing that it is not the time to
resume the conflict, while the other was arguing the opposite. The

latter accused Ocalan’s brother Mehmet Ocalan of taking the side
of the group who did not want to resume the fight one more time.
Abdullah Ocalan told his lawyers that he is going to punish Cemil
Baylk and Duran Kalkan, who wanted to resume the fight. He
accused the two of attempting to control the PKK. Because of this
rivalry Ocalan came up with the solution to establish an executive
committee so that he would continue to exert his influence through
the executive committee. Since then Ocalan has not been the ulti-
mate leader of the PKK.

Another example that shows his leadership claim is nothing but an
empty maneuver to continue his influence over the PKK is the
Silvan attack back in 2011. Despite his obvious order to maintain
the ceasefire the PKK once again resumed fighting.

If Ocalan is a spokesman of the PKK, would he really be the right
person to talk to about the Kurdish question? | don’t think so. If
Ocalan is only an effective spokesman for the PKK why then does
he pretend to be the leader of and claim that he is the only person
that can stop the PKK?

The answer is easy. Ocalan wants to regain the leadership of the
PKK. He wants to regain his unquestionable leadership by con-
vincing the state of his importance in the process. Ocalan is well
aware of the fact that he cannot convince the PKK’s executive
committee before he convinces the state to give certain rights. In
order for Ocalan to regain his leadership he needs to show the
committee that the state takes him seriously and therefore he
would be the right person to solve the problem.

At the same time Ocalan tells the state that he is the right person
to play negotiator between the state and the committee. Ocalan, on
a few occasions has told the state that “in order for me to play my
role in stopping the PKK violence, the state must give me
resources to convince the PKK.

Some analysts interpret this statement as Ocalan’s attempt to get
out of prison. However, | read it differently. Ocalan is sincere about
this; in order for him to regain his leadership position he needs to
gain some negotiating rights and tools to control the PKK. Yet this
does not mean that he would be able to reassume his ultimate lead-
ership position. There is also no guarantee that once he is equipped
with the tools to ascend to his old leadership position that he would
want to convince the PKK to lay down its arms, and even if he did
want this that he would be able to convince the PKK leadership. @
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