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IRAQI KURDISTAN:

AN IMPENDING CHANGE IN THE CABINET IN FAVOUR OF THE KDP

s arranged during the
formation of the joint
PUK-KDP list (Kurdistan
Alliance), the current
Prime Minister of the
Iraqi Kurdistan Region, Barham
Salih (PUK), will shortly be stepping
down in favour of someone from
the KDP, who is none other than his
predecessor, Negirvan Barzani.

In accordance with this agreement,
that lays down a change of positions
every two years, Mr. Barzani will
have to have a PUK man as Deputy
Prime Minister, and it is up to that
party to chose its candidate.

Several names were rumoured for
this post prior to the official nomina-
tion: Adnan Mulfti, former Speaker

of Parliament; Kosrat Rasul,
Number 2 in the PUK, formerly
Regional Vice President from 2005
to 2009; Imad Ahmed, a former
Deputy prime Minister.

Having returned from abroad on 15
January, Negirvan Barzani officially
accepted, on 18 January, to again
head the new cabinet. The KDP
spokesman, Jaffar Ibrahim,
announced that a meeting of the
KDP and PUK leaders would take
place on the 19th to decide on the
rotation of positions and to decide
the nomination of new ministers.

While the negotiations between the
KDP and PUK should not give rise
to any major problems apart from
the nomination of a Minister for

Internal Security, is mainly an inter-
nal PUK problem, political
observers and the press were wait-
ing to see whether the new govern-
ment would reach an agreement
with the three principal opposition
parties: Goran, the Islamist League
and the Islamic Union (the latter not
having very good relations with the
PUK).

Because of its electoral score, the
Kurdish Alliance does not need
to do deals with the opposition
in order to rule. It is, however, in
Kurdistan as in Iraq, to try and
form coalition governments or
even a “consensus”, either to
forestall potential political disor-
der, or to offset criticism from
opposing parties of any of the
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leaderships mistakes or to give
the public the impression that
the political hegemony of the
two main parties does not pre-
vent a certain plurality of opin-
ions. Hitherto, however, such
negotiations have always failed:
the opposition parties
announced, at first, that they
would accept to take part in the
government before withdraw-
ing, calling for a “boycott” of
ministries on the grounds that
the party in office had not car-
ried out the reforms that had
been promised or had been
demanded. The main reason for
this is more, perhaps, the bad
relations between the KDP and
the Islamist parties and recent

events in Zakho, in which KIU
premises were burnt in reprisal
for the attacks on Christian
shops and villages have not
improved relations between the
KDP and the KIU, who accuse
one another of responsibility for
the disturbances.

Muhammad Ahmed, an Islamic
Union leader thus expressed his
reserves about joining the govern-
ment: “Before these incidents, the
KDP had asked us to join the gov-
ernment, but the incidents have
changed everything”. He then
added: “Unless we are certain that
the next government will carry out
reforms, it would be useless to
participate in such a government”.
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Other voices in the Islamic
Union, however, such as
Salahaddin Babakir, another of
its spokesmen, declared to the
daily paper Rudaw that his
party intended remaining in the
opposition but that the door
remained open for negotiations.

Thus, even before his official
nomination, Necirvan Barzani
had begun a series of visits to
leaders of the various opposition
parties, the most important of
which was Goran. Nevertheless,
following his meeting on 24
January, its leader, Nawshirwan
Mustafa, announced that it
would remain in the opposition.

SYRIA:

A KURDISH NATIONAL CONGRESS IS FORMED
AND A CONFERENCE AT IRBIL

Ithough long divided,
the Kurds in Syria are
beginning to get
together and discuss
their political plans for
the future of Syria.

After several months of
exchanges and discussions, the
bulk of the Kurdish political par-
ties have been able to form a
Kurdish National Council that is
intended to represent the Kurds
of Syria to defend their interests
and make their demands heard
on political and diplomatic level.

As soon as it was formed, the
Coucil launched a diplomatic
offensive in Europe and the
Near East. The President of the
Kurdish National Council of
Syria, Abdul Hakim Bashar, vis-
ited Paris at the end of January,
after being invited to London by
the British Foreign Minister. In
France he was able to meet
senior officials of the French
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Replying to journalist from the
French  weekly = Nouvel

Observateur Abdul Hakim
Bashar explained that his
Council wished to be considered
“together with the other minori-
ties on an equal footing with the
Arab opposition” and was seek-
ing support from foreign gov-
ernments to this effect. On 15
and 16 January last, the Kurdish
National Council of Syria offi-
cially presented this demand to
the President of the Syrian
National Council, Burhan
Ghalioun.

Asked about the relative moder-
ation of the Kurds in the demon-
strations, the leader stated, on
the contrary, that the Kurdish
regions had organised demon-
strations but that the Arab
media did not film them.

The main lines of the Kurdish
National Council of Syria’s
demands are for a decentralised
and secular Syria. As Abdul
Hakim Bashar explained:

“We are calling for a policy of
decentralisation because Syria is
made up of many different eth-

nic groups and religions. Bashar
al-Assad has tried to set us up
against one another, claiming
that if he fell Islamic terrorists
would take over and many,
indeed, believed him. WE are
calling for decentralisation
because it alone can guarantee
the rights of all the communities
— decentralisation in a united
Syria.

The Alawiites close to al-Assad
fear they will have to face great
problems if he is deposed.
However, with decentralisation,
their rights could also be pre-
served and if the opposition fol-
lowed this approach with us
they would be reassured.

We are also calling for a secular
State whereas the Arab opposi-
tion is calling for a civilian State.
However, a civilian State does
not guarantee secularism.
Islamist can also claim to
demand a civilian State”.

On the issue of specifically
Kurdish demands, the KNCS
demands:
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- recognition of the Kurdish
people n the Syria Constitution

- abrogation of the racist and
discriminatory decrees against
the Kurds

- the right to self-determination,
but within Syria unity.

On the issue of the preservation
of “Syrian unity”, it involved, as
with the Kurds of Iraq, of accept-
ing the real facts of the situation
imposed on the Kurds and so
forming an Arab-Kurdish associ-
ation within a decentralised
State:

“Why? When Syria was created,
this unity was made by force. We
want to accept the present borders
by free choice. We are the second
largest ethnic group in Syria —we
make up between 10 and 15% of
the population and we want to be
real partner in the country. The
Arabs must stop saying: “this is
good — it's bad for the Kurds”. It
is not up to them to decide on our
rights. Unfortunately, so far nego-
tiations with the Arab opposition
have been unsuccessful. They say
that they will concede more after
the change of regime but this wor-
ries us. We think that if they give
us nothing now they’ll give us
even less tomorrow nor establish
more democracy.

If the Alawiites, the Druses and
the Christians are not really
involved in the Syrian revolu-
tion it is because the opposition
has been unable to convince
them that a change of regime is
in their interest.

Two things will reassure them:
decentralisation and a clear
political vision that shows that
the communities are partners.
The Syrian opposition must not
just dole out rights but all must
be involved. This idea that “We
are dominant and we grant you
some rights” must be discarded”

On 28 and 29 January, over 200
Kurdish political leaders and
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activists, coming from all coun-
tries, met in Irbil at the invitation
of the President of the Kurdistan
Region of Iraq to discuss the sit-
uation in Syria and to agree on
common objectives.

Amongst the leaders of the Syria
Kurdish parties were indepen-
dent public figures and, of
course, leaders of the parties that
have joined the Syrian Kurdish
National Council.

The aims of this conference were
announced by it chairman, Ali
Shindin, on the AKnews web
site: “The Kurdish leaders will
discuss the Kurdish question in
Syria, how to negotiate with the
Syrian opposition and how to
establish the rights of Kurds in
Syria. The conclusions of this
conference will then be submit-
ted to the opposition group of
the Syrian National Council so
that they can negotiate with the
Kurds in accordance with their
presence and their weight both
now and in the future”.

Indeed, Burhan Ghalion, the
head of the Syrian National
Council, had visited Irbil at the
beginning of the month to meet
Massud Barzani and soothe
Kurdish concerns regarding the
presence of Arab religious
movements in the opposition.
According to Rudaw, the Syrian
had assured the Kurdish
President of his intensions to
guarantee the rights of his
Kurdish compatriots in Syria.
Abdul-Bast Sayda, a Kurdish
member of the Syrian National
Council’s Executive, who accom-
panied Burhan Ghalioun to this
meeting stated that President
Barzani’s attitude to the Syrian
National Council “appeared to
change” after this meeting.

In fact, the Kurds of Syria com-
plain that their demands are
neglected or brushed aside by
the Arab opposition and ten

Kurdish parties boycotted the
meeting that founded the SNC,
held in Istanbul last September
either from distrust or from hos-
tility towards Turkey. Those
Kurdish movements that were
absent then formed their own
Kurdistan National Council but
the Kurdish parties as a whole
remain divided about whether
to join the SNC.

Abdul Bast Sayda himself active-
ly campaigns to rally as many
Kurds as possible to the SNC
and wishes for “the unification
of the Syrian and Kurdish
National Councils, envisaging a
future meeting in Irbil, which
would, moreover, enable the
Iraqi Kurds to exercise some
influence on the Syrian question
and on the opposition instead of
allowing a free field to Turkey
alone.

However, in his speech to this
conference, Massud Barzani stat-
ed that the Kurdistan Region did
not wish to “interfere in the
affairs of the Kurds of Syria” but
that it was just offering help and
support for their decisions.
However he added “on condi-
tion that you remain united dur-
ing this sensitive period and
avoid internal conflicts. The situ-
ation is important for us since
(Syria) is a neighbouring coun-
try, we have a long with it and
over 2 million Kurds live there.
It is important for us to know
what its future will be”. The
Kurdish president continued by
saying that “the time of negating
(the existence of) the Kurds is
well past”.

While not present at the Irbil
conference, the leaders of the
Syrian National Council never-
theless sent a statement in the
form of a mea-culpa that was
read out, acknowledging that
“all the political forces in Syria
had denied the Kurds their
rights and support for them had
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not been as much as t it should
have been”. The SNC called for
recognition of the Kurdish peo-
ple as such for granting it its
rights.

In its final declaration, the
Syrian forces’ violence against
demonstrators was attacked and
the importance of cooperation
between the Kurds in and out-
side Syrian stressed.

Despite this, those taking part
remained divided on several
points, starting with the issue of
foreign military intervention in
Syria. Thus Jawad Mella, the
General Secretary of the Kurdish
National Congress called for the
creation of an autonomous gov-
ernment in Syria and said he
was in favour of foreign inter-
vention to drive out Bashar al-
Assad.

“International intervention is the
only solution because we have
already had the experience of
Saddam Hussein who would
never have fallen without exter-
nal intervention”, he stated to
AFP. “The Syrian Baath has a
similar character to the Iraqi
Baath and nothing can eliminate
it but external intervention. It's
the only solution”. Saadeddin al-
Mulla, a leader of the
Democratic Party, pointed out
that foreign intervention was
already taking place in Syria —
by Iran, in support of the regime

and by Turkey in support of the
opposition. Thus UNO could use
Chapter VIII of the Charter that
provides all kinds of measures,
including military intervention,
in the event of threats to peace of
aggression against a country.

Hamad Darwish, secretary of the
Syrian Kurdish Progressive
Party also supported calling on
UNO: “If the Arab League can-
not impose its solutions the issue
should pass on to the Security
Council, that cannot remain a
simple spectator of what it hap-
pening in this country”.

The Kurdistan Democratic Party,
however, expressed its reserva-
tions on this question, as
expressed by its leader Abdul
Hakim Bashar: “It is too early to
talk about international inter-
vention. I think that we should
seek a national solution before
any international pressure in the
political and economic fields or
those of media or diplomacy”.

On the issue of self-determina-
tion for the Syrian Kurds, the
President of the Kurdish
National Council of Syria, Abdul
hakim Bashar, repeated what he
had said in Paris about decen-
tralisation within a united Syria,
and said he was in favour of a
referendum on the subject: “It is
up to the Kurdish people to
decide what it wants and its
right of self-determination will
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be made in the context of Syrian
unity and on the principle of
decentralisation”.

Saadeddin Mullah, a member of
the Syrian Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan, also supported the
idea of a referendum, in which
the options would be “decentral-
isation, autonomy or federal-

”

ism”.

As for Jawad al-Mullah, a leader
of the Kurdish National
Congress, he supported an
autonomous government in
Syria, more along the lines of
Iraqi Kurdistan: “However, as
for the moment, the political
parties are not agreed amongst
themselves, it would be better to
leave this issue to be dealt with
after the regime has fallen. There
will then be a referendum to
determine whether the Kurds
wish to remain in the Syrian
framework or opt for their inde-
pendence”.

For his part, Hamid Darwish,
secretary of the Kurdish
Progressive Party of Syria, reject-
ed the model of a brad autono-
my such as exists in Iraqi
Kurdistan: “We will not secure
the same things as the Iraqi
Kurds, because the circum-
stances are different. We are
demanding that our national
rights be written into the
Constitution and that they be
approved by our Arab brothers”.

IRAN:

FIERCE POLICE PRESSURE ON THE MEDIA AND
THE INDEPENDENT TRADE UNIONS

n 2 January, the blog
writer Rojin Mohemmedi
was released from Evin
Prison (Teheran). She
had been in detention
since 23 November 2011,
accused of propaganda against
the regime. A medical student in
manila, she had been arrested at
Teheran airport on her return

and kept in solitary confinement
in N°2 square of Evin Prison,
which is controlled by the Army
of the Guards of the Islamic
Revolution IRGC).

However, the pressures, intimi-
dations, arrests ad arbitrary sen-
tencing are continuing in Iran,
aimed in particular against

activists for peace, feminism or
human rights — and bloggers.

Ronak Saffarzadeh is a Kurdish
feminist activist, who recently
took part in the campaign of “A
million signatures for the abroga-
tion of laws that discriminate
against women”. She is also a
member of an association working
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on teaching Kurdish women to
read their mother tongue, the
Azar Mehr Kurdish Women’s
Society. On 8 October 2008, she
was arrested by the security
forces for distributing leaflets
calling for Kurdish language
education and denouncing the
practice of “honour crimes” on
the occasion of International
Children’s Day. The authorities
came to arrest her at her home,
searching the house and confis-
cating all he things. After a year
and a half detention, she was
finally, sentenced to 6 years and
7 months imprisonment by the
first Sanandaj Revolutionary
Court on 13 April 2009. She was,
however, found Not Guilty of
the principal charge of
“moharabeh” or “enemy of
God” which would have meant
a death sentence. Nevertheless
she was found guilty of mem-
bership of PJAK and of “propa-
ganda against the regime”. In
August 2009 the Court of Appeal
confirmed the whole of her sen-
tence and sent her to the
Sanandaj Central Prison,
amongst criminal prisoners
instead of political prisoners,
which put her life in danger.
Ronak Saffarzadeh was attacked
and wounded several times
there.

Another Human Rights activist,
Muhammad Sediq Kabudvand,
was transferred to the hospital of
Evin prison, where he had been
detained for the previous 5
years. M. S. Kabudvand was
arrested in 2007 and sentenced
to 10 years imprisonment for
“breaches of national security”,
for having founded and run the
Kurdistan Human Rights
Defence Organisation. He was
also the chief editor of the week-
ly Payam-e Mardom, a Kurdish-
Persian bi-lingual weekly, which
dealt with political, social and
cultural issues. He got an extra
sentence of one year for “propa-
ganda against the Islamic
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Republic”. His wife, interviewed
by the daily Zamaneh, pointed
out that in 54 months she had
not received permission to visit
him and that for 2 years all indi-
vidual visits to him were forbid-
den. Muhammad  Sediq
Kaboudvand is in a poor physi-
cal condition and needs some
surgical operations both on the
heart and the prostate.

The Supreme Court, moreover,
confirmed the death sentences
passed on two Kurdish political
prisoners, according to local
sources relayed by the
International Campaign for
Human Rights in Iran. On 22
December 2010, Zanyar Moradi
and Loghman Moradi, detained
in Mariwan’s Rajaee Shahr
Prison was sentenced to death
by the 15th chamber of the
Teheran Revolutionary Court,
charged with “moharebeh”
(enmity to God) and for the mur-
der of the Marwan Iman.

Having been allowed to speak
briefly to his family by phone,
Loghman Moradi confirmed this
sentence, adding that since he
had only been told this orally
and not in writing, he still hoped
that t was just an attempt to
intimidate him. The lawyer for
both prisoners also expressed his
surprise on learning about these
sentences. Loghman Moradi and
Zanyar Moradi had previously
confirmed in letters they had
been able to send that all their
confessions had been extorted
under torture.

Speaking about the charge of mur-
dering the Mullah of Marwan’s
son, Zanyar\s father listed the
irregularities and very artificial
aspects of the case: “My son was
arrested 20 months ago and it was
only 17 months later that he was
only charged with murder and
terrorism. However, all the people
of Marwanand even the victim’s
family know full well that it was

not Zanyar and a few young men
who did this. All the people of
Marwan know that these recent
murders are only due to the
regime and nothing to do with
these young men”.

Similarly Loghman Moradi’s
father, Osman Moradi, confirmed
the tardy manner of these
charges: “For the first 9 months
of his detention by the intelli-
gence services there were no
charges of murder on the charge
sheet. Even later, for the 7
months in which he was in
prison, nothing was said about
this. Then they took him back to
the Intelligence Ministry again
and kept him there for 25 days.
He was tortured and ill-treated to
such an extent that he acknowl-
edged the murder. I mean that he
admitted it to escaped that situa-
tion. They needed 17 months to
secure this confession”.

In general, any form or opposi-
tion or protest, be it social or
political, incurs the regime’s
anathema, which has not weak-
ened the hardness of its repres-
sion. The Kurdish regions, like all
those that house large numbers of
ethnic minorities, are particularly
targeted. Thus on 31 January,
Human Rights Watch attacked
the arrest of several dozens of
Trade Unionists in Teheran, in the
Province of Kurdistan and in the
city of Tabriz.

“Independent Trade Unions have
played a major role in the protec-
tion of workers under Mahmud
Ahmadinjad’s  presidency”
explained Joe Stork, responsible
for the Middle East at HRW.
“These recent arrests are a contin-
uation of a long and revolting tra-
dition that targets these indepen-
dent trade unions to ensure total
State control of these groups”.

Any opposition to this repres-
sion leads to other legal mea-
sures. Thus an eminent trade
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union activist of Sine (Sanandaj,
in Kurdistan) was arrested as
well as a leader of the Union of

Free Workers of Iran. The latter
was arrested after he had gone
to the Sanandaj’s Public
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Prosecutor’s office to enquire
into the fate of two other trade
unionists earlier in the month.

HUMAN RIGHTS:

HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH PUBLISHES ITS 2011 REPORT

he annual report of the
NGO, Human Rights
watch, for the year
2011 highlights, for
Turkey, the contradic-
tions between Turkey’s foreign
policy that: “endeavours to pro-
mote Turkey’s regional interests
in response to the pro-democra-
cy movements of the Arab
Spring” while “human rights
have suffered setbacks within its
own borders. Since 2005, reforms
in favour of human rights are no
longer the government’s priori-
ty. Freedom of expression and
association are attacked by legal
proceedings and by the jailing of
journalists, writers, and certain
Kurdish political activists”.

Despite the political changes being
planned with a view to resolving
the Kurdish question, announced
with great flourish in 2009, the
issues of human rights and those of
minorities have regressed since
2005, the NGO added. There has
been a growth in armed violence
and a renewal of PKK attacks on
the Army and the police on the one
hand and the renewal of Turkish
bombing of Iraqi Kurdistan against
guerrilla bases, which have not
taken place since 2008.

Civilians have also suffered from
armed violence. Two bomb attacks
in Ankara and in Siirt, respectively
claimed by the TAK group (an ille-
gal armed movement disavowed
by the PKK) and by the PKK
caused 5 deaths. HRW notes, “The
non-resolution of the Kurdish ques-
tion remains the biggest obstacle to
progress in progress regarding
human rights in Turkey”.

Freedom of expression, associa-
tion and assembly are too often
flouted using accusations of “ter-
rorism” to intimidate, legally
harass, or jail journalists, publish-
ers, NGOs and academics:
“Prosecutors frequently start pro-
ceedings against individuals for
non-violent speeches or writings.
Politicians sue their critics for
“defamation”. The courts pass
sentences without taking the pro-
tection of freedom of expression
sufficiently into account. A com-
plete revision of all the laws
restricting freedom of expression
remains pending”. The report also
recalls the arrest of journalists like
Ahmet Sik and Nedim Sener, aca-
demics like Busra Ersanh and the
publisher Ragip Zarakolu.

The wave of imprisonment
launched against the Union of
Kurdistan Communists
(KCK/TM) in April 2009 “was
intensified in 2011 and directed at
the pro-Kurdish Peace and
Democracy Party (BDP) although
the latter was a perfectly legal
party. Hundreds of people are in
preventive detention and thou-
sands face trial for terrorism fol-
lowing a whole series of arrests of
members and officials of the BDP
(which won 36 seats in the June
2011 general elections) — always
on the grounds of links with the
KCK”.

HRW also noted that nearly 15,000
Internet sites are still blocked in
Turkey, “either for pornographic
content or for pro-Kurdish or
other political content, the deci-
sion for this being either by the
Courts or by the Ministry of
Telecommunications”.

In Iran, the Kurds are paying a
high price under the legal and
penal repression, which is gener-
al throughout the country but is
more particularly aimed at
minorities. In October 2011,
early 20 Kurds were in the
“death rows” awaiting execu-
tion. The majority of those found
guilty of offending opinions, be
they political, feminist or human
rights activists run the risk of
being trial as “enemies of God”,
which is punishable by death.

Discrimination against minori-
ties also covers religious minori-
ties, which also affects the Kurds
who are largely Sunni or varsan.
In general “the government
restricts political or cultural
activities throughout the coun-
try, against the Azeris, the
Kurds, the Arabs and the
Baluchs. These restrictions also
cover any organisation commit-
ed to social issues”.

Finally, HRW assessed the effect
of Iranian and Turkish military
operations that, in the course of
2011 “have killed at least 10 peo-
ple, wounded a dozen others
and forced the displacement of
hundreds of civilians”.

The Human Rights situation is
clearly better in Iraqi Kurdistan,
even though some demonstra-
tions took place in Suleimaniah
resulting in at least 10 deaths
and over 250 injured.

On 20 April, the Regional
Government of Kurdistan “pub-
lished a 19-page report that estab-
lished that the security forces and
demonstrators were responsible
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for the violence and that the
forces “had not been prepared for
controlling the situation”.

However the principal criticism
of the KRG made by the NGO
was the treatment of the press by
the security forces. The journalists
regularly complain of arbitrary
arrests, blows, harassment and
threats to confiscate equipment,
particularly during demonstra-
tions they were covering
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Another problem, specific to certain
regions of Iragi Kurdistan is that of
the excision of young girls that can
affect 40% of them depending on
localities. However, on 21 June the
Kurdistan Parliament passed a law
against domestic violence that
includes several measures making
this practice a criminal offence,
along with forced marriages or
marriage of children, verbal, physi-
cal or psychological abuse of
women and gitls.

In Syria, armed violence is
spreading over most of the coun-
try. Hitherto the Kurdish areas
have been the least affected.
Citizenship has been granted to
the “stateless” Kurds of the
Jezirah, but if the state of emer-
gency has been lifted, “the
bloody repression taking place
shows the determination of the
government to crush dissidence
and to reject any reform that
could diminish its authority”.

CULTURE:

A 75-YEAR-OLD KURD HAS BECOME A RECOGNISED PAINTER IN HOLLAND

hanim Amen, nick-

named Haji Khanem

by the Kurds, is also

called “the lady of

Colours" by Dutch
gallery owners n English. Born
in Suleimaniah, in 1939, she has
become, at the age of 75, a recog-
nised fainter in Holland, particu-
larly in Amsterdam, where she
is now living.

Haji Khanem did not seem des-
tined, at first, for an artistic
career, even though she was

attracted, in her childhood, by
handicrafts: weaving, pottery and
interior decoration. However, her
father having forbidden any for-
mal training, she was married at
sixteen and only learned to read
much later, at the age of forty, in
adult education classes, while
working as a midwife and nurse,
and weaving carpets that were
sold at festivals.

Arriving in Holland as a refugee
after the First Gulf War, in 1991,
she learnt Dutch and took part in

several local artistic activities and
then began to expose her work.

Her first professional exhibition
took plave in 2005 and she has
since exposed work in art gal-
leries and cultural centres. In
November 2011, her pictures
were exposed in a London art
gallery. A BBC programme was
devoted to her work last
December and the programme
has since been widely spread
over Internet both in the Anglo-
American and Kurdish press.
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Crise nucléaire : I'Iran est menacé d'un embargo

international sur ses ventes de pétrole

‘Lerégime de Téhéran a tiré un missile de moyenne portée, et menace de bloquer le détroit
d’Ormuz en représailles a des sanctions d'une ampleur inédite visant ses ressources en devises

enacé de sanctions inter-
" ‘nationales touchant au
coeur de son économie, a

savoir ses exportations de pétrole,
I'Iran cherche a désamorcerlapres-

sion 2 la fois en agitant la menace

de ses capacités de représailles, et
en brandissant de nouvelles offres
de dialogue avec les grandes puis-
sances. .
Lerégime de Téhérana procédsé,
dimanche 1™janvier, a un tir de
missile sol-air de moyenne portée

" présdudétroitd’Ormuz, un passa-
ge par lequel transite une partie

majeure du trafic pétrolier mon-
dial, et que I'lran menace d'étran-
gler si ses ventes d’hydrocarbures

sont entravées. De la «gesticula-

tion verbale p, minimise-t-on de

source diplomatique occidentale. -

L'élément déclencheur de cette
nouvelle montée des tensions
dans le Golfe a été la signature,
samedi 31décembre 2011, par
Barack Obama, d'une loi permet-
tantauxEtats-Unis de bloquerl'ac-
césaleursystémefinancierde tou-
te banque étrangeére traitant avec
la Banque centrale iranienne.

La force de frappe de cette loi a
caractére extraterritorial est mani-
festement redoutée parle pouvoir
iranien,quiselivrea une surenché-
re de manceuvres riilitaires, dans
un contexte ou les Etats-Unis
intensifient leurs livraisons d’ar-

mements aux pays-sunnites du
Golfe,commel'illustrelafournitu-

re de 84 avions bombardier F-15a

I'Arabie saoudite.

Pressés par Israél de resserrer
I'étau économique sur Téhéran
avantquelestravauxnucléairesira-

* niens franchissent certaines lignes '

rouges, les Occidentaux ne peu-

“vent pas exclure que I'Etat juif —ou

se poursuit un débat interne sur
Topportunité de frappes militaires
contredessitesiraniens—décideen
2012 de passer a l'action. Le minis-

LaRussie est braquée
contre la stratégie
des Occidentaux,
qu’elle accuse d'aller
au-dela du traitement
de lacrise nucléaire

"tre israélien de la défense, Ehoud

Barak, avait indiqué, en novembre,
qu'une échéance deI'ordre de neuf
mois devait étre prise en compte,
au-deladelaquelleun point denon-
retour pourrait étre atteint.

. Le méme mois, un rapport de
I'Agence internationale de I'éner-

_ gie atomique détaillant les recher-

ches iraniennes sur la fabrication
d’ine‘ogive nucléaire et des tests
d’explosifs, avait renforcé le senti-

De nouvelles mesures de restrictio‘[l américaines

Le président Barack Obamaa
signé, le 31décembre 2011, un
texte de loi sur le financement
dubudget de la défense compre-
nant de nouvelles sanctions frap-
pantles institutions financiéres
engagées dans des transactions
avec la Banque centrale iranien-
ne.Ces mesures punitives
concernent aussi bien les établis-
sements bancaires privés que
ceux contrdlés par I'Etat, y com-
pris les banques centrales. Elles
entreront en vigueur aprés une
pérjode d'avertissement de deux

a six mois, a précisé un hautres-
ponsable de Fadministration
Obama. Les institutions pénali-
sées seront «gelées » surles
marchés financiers américains.
Ce texte de loi vise, grace aux

-sanctions contre Téhéran, a

réduire les revenus pétroliers de
I'Iran tout en donnant au prési-
dent américain le pouvoir de
lever les pénalités ala demande.
Cette loi prévoit par ailleurs un’
financement du département de
la défense a hauteur de 662mil-
liards de dollars. - (Reuters.)

ment d’urgence, apportant des

arguments a ceux-qui jugent que

le moment est venu de passera un
registre supérieur en matiére de
sanctions. ' _

Un embargo international sur
lesimportationsde pétrole iranien

-est ainsi en préparation. Les res-

ponsables francais, qui travaillent

-activement a une telle campagne,

souhaitée par Israél, disent avoir
bon espoir d'entrainer sur cette
voie I'ensemble des pays de
I'Union européenne (UE), dés lafin
janvier.La stratégie consiste a batir
une coalition de pays volontaires,
sans passer parle Conseil de sécuri-
té, ou le double blocage russe et
chinois semble incontournable.

L'effort diplomatique porteace

stade sur la création d’'un «bloc»
rassemblant Y'UE, le Japon et la
Corée du Sud, dont les achats de
brut iranien représentent ensem-

_ble environ 17% des revenus du

gouvernement de Téhéran. En

‘Europe, cepehdant, il faut encore

lever certaines réticences. L'Ttalie
craint pour sa firme ENI, qui a des
intéréts en Iran. La Gréce se procu-
re du brut iranien a crédit. L'Alle-
magne est d'accord pour cesser les
achats de pétrole iranien, maiselle
juge qu’'une autre mesure prénée
par la France - le gel des avoirs de

la Banque centrale iranienne - va:

troploin,envisant unattributfon-
damental de I'Etat.

L’arme pétroliére contre I'Iran
avait déja été évoquée, il y a plu-
sieurs années, mais sans étre rete-
nue par les Occidentaux, de peur
qu’elle méne a une flambée des

~ coursdubrut surlesmarchésmon-

diaux, et quela République islami-
que se livre 2 une série de repré-
sailles déstabilisatrices pour I'en-
semble du Moyen-Orient.
Cesappréhensionsn’ont pasdis-
paru. La différence, aujourd’hui,
tient au constat occidental que la
fenétre se réduit dangereusement
pour la diplomatie, d’autant que
les Etats-Unis sont entrés en cam-
pagne électorale, et que ]a gamme

ydes sanctions de moindre ampleur
apparait épuisée. :
Pouréviter de grosses perturba- -
tions sur les prix mondiaux du.
brut, les Occidentaux semblent
espérerquel'Arabie saoudite,avec .
ses capacités d’exportations inuti- '
lisées, pourra étre mise a contribu-
tion.Onjuge parailleurs que I'iran
aura du mal atténuer le choc des
nouvelles sanctions en se tour-
nant encore plus vers le marché
chinois. Pékin, qui achéte 22% des
exportations iraniennes, voudra
éviter d’apparaitre trop dépen-
dant d'un seul fournisseur.
Toutefois, la Chine continuera
de représenter un grand «trou»
dans le dispositif des sanctions en
préparation. De méme que la Tur-
quie, dont 51% du pétrole importé
provient d'Iran. Les récentes ten-
sions diplomatiques entre Paris et
Ankara n'ont rien fait pour
convaincre le gouvernement turc
de se rallier 3 la politique souhai-
tée par'Elysée surl'Iran. . ‘
La Russie apparait pour sa part
trés braquée contre la stratégiedes
Occidentaux,qu'elleaccuse d’aller
bien au-dela du traitement de la

. crise nucléaire, en visant a terme

le changement de régime en Iran.
Moscou avait proposé a I'été 2011
un compromis comportant un gel
de l'accroissement des sanctions
contre un gel iranien de I'enrichis-
sement d'uranium a 20 %.

Une solution qui semble avoir

" intéressé dans un premier temps-

I'équipe Obama, avant que celle-ci
ne renonce, face aux messages
sansambiguité envoyés par Israél
La France aussi était vent debout

- contre Y'offre russe, y voyant trop

de concessions aux Iraniens:

Israél a fait saveir qu'un des fac-
teurs déclencheur d'une action
militaire pourrait étre I'imminen-
ced'untransfert d’'uraniumenrichi
ver le site nucléaire iranien de For-
dow. Creusé dans une montagne
prés de Qom, celui-ci serait difficile
a détruire par voie aérienne. @

NATALIENOUGAYREDE
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ramp up attacks, reviving sectarian
conflict.

Politics in Iraq, despite inflamma-
tory rhetoric, is a slow boil with hours
of back-room negotiations leading to
deals. The power-sharing arrangement
itself took more than half a year of
horse-trading and cajoling as blocs
bargained over posts.

U.S. Vice President Joe Biden,
Maliki's Shi'ite partner anti-U.S. cleric
Mogqtada al-Sadr and Kurdish
President Masoud Barzani have been
odd bedfellows in trying to pull the
government back together.

RISKY BACKLASH

But the major question now is
Iraqiya's next move.

The party is in talks with other
blocs and lobbying for a parliamen-
tary vote of no confidence against
Maliki. Any stand against Maliki will
require backing from the Kurds and a

Shi'ite bloc within Maliki's coalition.

Iraqiya will have to measure the
potential loss of its government posts
against any possible gain made by
opting out of the government. It holds
parliament speaker, a vice presidency,
a deputy prime minister post and the
finance ministry.

The risk for Maliki is if Iragiya
and the Kurdish blocs team up. But
the Kurds may see more advantage in
using the crisis as leverage to nego-
tiate with Maliki over their own
issues, such as control of oil resources
and territories disputed between
Baghdad and Iraqi Kurdistan, rather
than backing Iraqiya.

"Frankly, Kurds are not ready to
sacrifice their strategic interests and
alliances because of Hashemi," one
senior Kurdish leader said. "I don't
think Iraqiya will succeed.”

But Sunni discontent with Maliki

is deep, and Iraqiya has already accu-
sed him of reneging on power-sharing
agreements.

Nearly nine years after the inva-
sion that overthrew Saddam Hussein,
sectarian friction still runs close to the
surface in Iraq, where sustained vio-
lence between Sunni and Shi'ite com-
munities killed thousands of people in
2006-07.

Maliki's manoeuvres are fanning
minority Sunni fears of political isola-
tion. Since Saddam's fall, Iraq's Shi'ite
majority has risen and Sunnis say
they feel they have been pushed out
of key decision-making.

Already, Sunni-dominated pro-
vinces like Anbar and Salahuddin are
pressing for more autonomy from the
central government, resisting what
they see as Maliki's interest in pus-
hing a Shi'ite agenda at the expense of
Sunnis.Q

Aswat al-Iraq
stiltrdaanuEmm

January 5§, 2012

"Failure to implement Federation System shall
lead to catastrophe in Iraq,” Barzani says

ARBIL / Aswat al-lraq: The President of north Irag’s Kurdistan
Region, Massoud Barzani, has said on Thursday that the "failure
of implementing the Federal System in lraq shall lead to a
catastrophe in Iraq,” confirming that the "Kurds are determined
not to get involved in the sectarian difference, caused by the
attempt of Prime Minister, Nouri al-Maliki, to arrest Vice-
President, Tariq al-Hashimy."

"The Kurds are not part of the sectarian differences, now taking
place..

Yes, we are part of the political difference and the political
conflict, but not part of the sectarian difference,” Barzani said
in interview with Reuters News Agency.

Noteworthy is that the Kurdish Leaders have called for the hol-
ding of a national conference to settle the differences between
Prime Minister, Nouri al-Maliki and al-Iragiya Alliance, now boy-
cotting the Parliament and the Cabinet's meetings, charging the
government, led by the Shiites, with having concentrated the
authorities in its hands.

"The Kurds are looking forward towards an agreement among
the political parties about the venue and the time of the confe-
rence, Barzani said, expressing "readiness to host the confe-
rence, but political sources said that Maliki opposes holding it
in the Kurdistan

Capital of Arbil, insisting to settle the case of Vice-President
Hashimy first.”

Barzani said that "if the political parties decide another venue
for the conference, that would be their decision, but the venue
does not represent a problem for the Kurds," though he expres-
sed conviction that several related parties were not prepared
to meet in Baghdad.

As regards to the fate of Vice-President Hashimy, Barzani said:
"this is something to be decided by the Legislative System and
the courts, and the Kurds won't interfere in any measures taken
by the Judicial System.”

Hashimy said that he was prepared to attend a trial in Kurdistan
Region, insisting that he won"t have a just trial in Baghdad.

The crisis have laid the Kurds in fears from dangers, but they
could lay them in the position of mediators, in case of reaching
to a political agreement, with al-Maliki and al-Iragiya Alliances
would need the support of the Kurds in the Parliament, within
the confrontation between both alliances.

Barzani explained that "the Kurds have chosen a voluntary unity
between the Arabs and the Kurds, provided that the ruling sys-
tem in Iraq be a Federal System, which is a Constitutional right
for the Kurds and the whole people of Iraq,” pointing out

that "the prevention of implementing certain constitutional
items, would push the country towards grave problems and
catastrophe.”

As regards to the oil contacts, signed in Kurdistan Region, which
is a point of difference between Baghdad and Arbil,

Barzani said: "there is an agreement with Baghdad that each
side continues the signing of such deals, till the issuance of the
Oil & Gas Law.”

Kurdistan Region had signed contracts with the American Excon
Company new oil contracts that Baghdad officials say there had
been signed in the areas-in-conflict between Arbil and
Baghdad, but Barzani said that "the Kurds considerthose areas
as part of Kurdistan Region.
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Répartition ethnico-religieuse .
de la population irakienne {0,

Sunnites
1 Kurdes

Régions

désertiques

IRAK

Al-dnbar

> américaines. M. Maliki, a la satisfac-
tion de Washington, signait un accord
de coopération et de sécurité avec les
Etats-Unis malgré I'opposition exprimée
des autorités iraniennes.

Politiquement, la crise est ouverte.
Les membres dirigeants du parti Irakya,
qui rassemble essentiellement des voix
sunnites, ont fait appel auprés du princi-
pal responsable kurde, Massoud Barzani,
afin que celui-la joue, comme nagueére,
un rdle de médiateur. En effet, pour
I'instant, M. Maliki a besoin de I'appui
des Kurdes non seulement a I’égard des
sunnites, mais encore dans le cadre des
querelles intestines chiites.

La menace Mogtada aI-Sadf.

Parmi les diverses factions chiites, qu’il
s’agisse du Conseil supréme islamique
d’Irak d’Al-Hakim, grand perdant des
élections de 2010, du parti Fadhila, rela-
tivement bien implanté a Bassora, d’in-
dépendants comme M. Jaafari, le danger
pour Nouri al-Maliki vient du perturba-
teur majeur, Moqtada al-Sadr, qui s’est
toujours affiché comme résolument
antiaméricain et jouit d’une popularité
indiscutable auprés des couches popu-
laires, notamment & Bagdad. 1l est lar-
gement représenté au Parlement et C’est
lui qui a particuliérement insisté pour
que les troupes américaines quittent en
totalité I'Irak fin 2011 sous peine d’avoir
3 affronter une insurrection menée par
sa milice. Moqtada al-Sadr milite en
faveur d’une dissolution du Parlement
et pour la tenue de nouvelles élections.

o K
Atduthanna gi%";w

Parmi les chiites, il repré-
sente la faction la plus
proche de I'lran.
L’imbroglio irakien
n’est compréhensible
qu’a la lumiére du passé :
I'lrak moderne est né en
1920, au lendemain de la
défaite de ’Empire otto-
man, sous I'impulsion de la Grande-
Bretagne. Qutre les provinces arabes de
Bagdad et de Bassora, la puissance man-
dataire adjoignait la province de Mos-
soul, dans le Nord, ou elle savait qu’il
y avait d’importants gisements pétro-
liferes. Le pays €était coiffé d’un souve-
rain appartenant a 'illustre famille des
Hachémites. Dés le début du mandat,
les Kurdes se révoltérent et furent vain-
cus grice a I'une des toutes premiéres
interventions de la Royal Air Force hors
d’Europe. Les chiites étaient tout aussi
hostiles a I'occupation étrangere. Les Bri-
tanniques s’appuyérent sur la minorité
sunnite et sur des supplétifs assyriens

indépendante Iraq Body Count

(IBC), environ 162 000 personnes
ont été tuées en Irak dans les
violences qui ont suivi I'attaque
américaine en 2003, dont 80 % de
civils. La situation est loin d'étre
apaisée puisque 4 000 personnes

Selon I’organiSafion britannique

L'lrak doit-il
étre un Etat
centralisé,
comme le veut
= le Premier
ministre chiite
Nouri al-Maliki,
ou devenir

une federation,
ainsi que

le souhaitent
les Kurdes ?

(chrétiens) qui seront physiquement
liquidés aprés I'indépendance en 1933.
La Turquie kémaliste réclame, entre
1923 4 1925, le retour de la province
de Mossoul, en majorité peuplée de
Kurdes (58 %). La Société des nations
(SDN) tranche le litige et, compte tenu
du rapport des forces internationales
du moment, la province est accordée
a I’'Irak, dominé par la Grande-Bre-
tagne. On voit pourquoi,
aujourd’hui, la Turquie
réémergente s’intéresse de
prés aux provinces auto-
nomes kurdes. Les sun-
nites régnent en maitres a
partir de I'indépendance,
accordée au début des
années 30, et cet état de
fait ne sera bouleversé,
a partir de 2003, que par
la guerre de choix menée
par George W. Bush qui
les marginalise au profit
des chiites - alliés objec-
tifs de I’Iran et considérés
comme hérétiques par les
sunnites - ainsi que des
Kurdes qui, rappelons-le,
ne sont pas des Arabes.
Rien n’est réglé non
plus en ce qui concerne le
partage prévu des revenus
du pétrole entre les trois
groupes principaux. Contre la volonté de
Bagdad, les Kurdes ont signé des contrats
aux conditions attrayantes avec 42 com-
pagnies de taille modeste. Ces accords
ont été dénoncés par Bagdad et, par rétor-
sion, ces compagnies étaient boycottées
par le ministére du Pétrole ! Cet état de
fait a été rompu en décembre dernier
lorsque Exxon Mobil a signé six contrats
d’exploration avec les Kurdes. Difficile
pour Bagdad de songer a boycotter le
géant américain Exxon, d’autant que
le Premier ministre a besoin des Kurdes
sur le plan politique. Les sunnites, eux,
dont le territoire ne recéle pas d’hydro-
carbures, ne regoivent guére de subsides.

seraient mortes en 2011, selon IBC,

le ministére de I'Intérieur irakien n'en
reconnaissant « que » 1500. Selon
une autre organisation indépendante,
Icasualties, 4 484 militaires
américains sont morts en Irak, ainsi
que 318 militaires issus de pays alliés,
dont 179 Britanniques. E J.-D.M.
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tagks on American bases that resulted
in the deaths of 13 soldiers, marking the
highest number of combat-related
deaths for U.S. forces in Iraq since 2008.
Military officials also said the group
was to blame for the last American com-
bat death in Irag, a November roadside
bomb attack in Baghdad.

During the weeks before the U.S. mil-
itary’s withdrawal, the group sought to
kidnap American officials from inside

Baghdad’s heavily guarded Green .
Zone, according to Western officials. . :

«It’s not a good sign that Maliki is so

keen to work with a group that has been -
responsible for the deaths of many '
Americans,” said Marisa Cochrane Sul- .
livan, deputy director at the Institute for -

the Study of War and an expert on Asaib

al-Hag. “A.A.H.havinga prominentrole

in the government is not in the interest
of the United States.” o
Critics worry that Mr. Maliki, facing

" fierce new challenges to his rule from

Sunnis and even his fellow-Shiites, may

_ now be making a cynical and short-

sighted play for Asaib’s support. They

say Mr. Maliki may use the group’s cre- -

dentials as Shiite resistance fighters to

divide challengers in his own Shiite co- -

alition and weaken Mr. Sadr’s powerful
bloc, which draws its political lifeblood
from the Shiite underclass.

By doing so, Iraq’s government could
embolden a militia with an almost

nonexistent track record of peace while -

handing Tehran greater influence in a

country where the United States spent

billions of dollars arid lost nearly 4,500
soldiers in nine years of war.

I think it is a dangerous step, this
- move by the government, to join with

groupsthatdonot believe in the peaceful
political process,” said Osama al-Nujaifi,
the speaker of Iraq’s Parliament and a
Sunni Arab. “They use the political with

one hand and military forces with the °

other hand. This is a violation of the Con-

stitution, a violation of peaceful political

mechanism. Thereisaproblem.” .
Asaib al-Hag’s public shift comes at

delicate time for U.S. interests in the re- -

gion.. A political.-crisis is consuming

Baghdad’s government in the wake qu'
the American military withdrawal. Iran,

“Asaib al-Haq having

a prominent role in the
government is not in the
interest of the United States.”

wounded by punishing economic sanc-

* tions, recently threatened to close the
- Strait of Hormuz, a crucial shipping

channel for oil in the Gulf, including .
some 80 percent of Irag’s oil exports:

With U.S. forces gone and new oppor- '

tunities emerging from Irag’s splinter-
ing political landscape, Iragi- officials.
and political commentators say the
leaders of Asaib al-Haq have caught a
whiff of the patronage, money and influ-
ence that lie in Iraqi politics.

They appear eager to follow a similar
path to power as the one blazed by Mr.
Sadr’s political cohorts, who control 40
seats in Parliament and seven govern-

ment ministries.
«Maliki has kept at this thing and un--

~ der the context of the withdrawal has
. been able to draw them out of the armed

conflict,” said a Western diplomat famil-
jar with the discussions between Mr.
Maliki and the group.

It remains to be seen whether the
group will be able to make any mark on
the political scene now that their main
antagonists have left Irag. Sunni
Muslims are wary of their history, and
they .are despised by Mr. Sadr and his
followers-for . what they .consider to be
the group’s treasonous public split with
Mr. Sadr.

Western officials describe Asaib as a
well organized network under the thrall -
of Mr. Khazali’s spiritual and strategic
leadership that operates its own televi-

‘sion station and maintains close ties to :

Iran. But that.does not necessarily :
mean influence in Iraq’s bruising polit-
ical culture. :
Mr. Maliki’s government has em-
braced the group’s vows todisarm while .
avoiding any overt pledges to support

themin Iraq’s next elections. An adviser
to Mr. Maliki said it-was too early for
such questions.

“We welcome those who want to join
the political process and give up their
weapons no matter whether they are
Sunni or Shiite,”” said Hassan al-Suneid,
an Iragi lawmaker from Mr. Maliki’s
State of Law coalition. :

U.S. officials made efforts to bring a
disarmed Asaib al-Haq into Iraq’s gov-
ernment as early as 2009, even releas-
ing Mr. Khazali, and his brother, Laith,
from prison.

‘Khazali was telling us when he was
being interrogated that they were ready
to lay down their arms,” said a Western
diplomat, referring to the group’s
founder. ‘“We released those guys and
they went back to Iran and didn’t ex-
actly lay down their arms.” :

At an officially sanctioned rally last
week in central Baghdad, hundreds of
the group’s members and supporters’
gathered in a public square that was
previously the stage for pro-democracy
demenstrations. For hours, they cele-
brated the insurgents who fought Amer-
ican troops in Iraq, waving banners and
screening triumphal videos of their
deadly attacks on American Humvees,
tanks and convoys.

Standing in front of Asaib’s emblem —
a hand raising two fingers, flanked by

- sithouetted insurgents — the group’s

founder and leader, Mr. Khazali, praised
the Iragis whohad spilled blood fighting
American forces, and said that the in-
surgents had forced the American with-
drawal. .

Later, in an interview with the group’s
television station, Mr. Khazali struck a
populist tone as he discussed the role
his group might one day play in Iraqi
politics. .

‘““We want the people to concentrate
on their power, to correct the errors of
the politicians,” he said. ‘“We know our
strength and how much influence we
can have”’ : '

Yasir Ghazi and Omar al-Jawoshy con-
tributed reporting.

Iraq's Kurds see
Exxon deal on track,
no obstacles

ARBIL, Iraq, January 12 2012(Reuters)

IRAQ'S SEMI-AUTONOMOUS KURDISTAN government
said on Thursday Exxon Mobil Corp's deal with the regional
government to develop six exploration blocks was on track
and there were no obstacles to it proceeding,.

Natural Resources Minister Ashti Hawrami also told Reuters

in an interview the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG)
was in talks with other oil majors and expected further such
deals to be agreed in the next few months.

The KRG, he said, had submitted proposed amendments to the
long-awaited draft national oil law and the bill was now due to
be presented before parliament in Baghdad.

Oil production within Kurdish controlled northern Iraq was
expected to be 175,000 barrels per day in 2012, and reach 1 mil-
lion bpd in 2015, he said.

Meanwhile, Hawrami said a deal with Genel Energy to build a
$400 million oil pipeline to link its Tak Tak oilfield with Iraq's
export pipeline to Turkey's Mediterranean port of Ceyhan was
very close to being signed.
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A troubled mission to Syria

BEIRUT -

Top Arab League observer
has used tactics the group
seeks to curb, activists say

BY KAREEM FAHIM

The Arab League observer mission
charged with helping bring about an
end to the violence in Syria has claimed

several "accomplishments, ' noting that -
the government has withdrawn tanks

and artillery from cities and has re-
leased nearly 3,500 prisoners.

But as the killings have continued, the
mission has been mired in controversy,
much of it focused on its leader: a Su-
danese general who, rights activists

say, presided over the same kind of

deadly and heavy-handed tactics in Su-
dan that the Arab League mission is
seeking to curb in Syria.

The observer mission, which arrived
in Syria on Dec. 26 to oversee Syria’s
agreement to withdraw troops from its
cities and stop Killing political protest-
ers, has been criticized by Syrian activ-
/ists as being weak, understaffed and
easily manipulated by the government.

While the observers have traveled to
troubled cities, and listened to the pleas
of distraught citizens and the explana-
tions of Syrian officials, they have been
powerless to stop the bloodshed.

Syrian activists say more than 150
people have been killed since the moni-
tors arrived. On Sunday, an Arab
League advisory body, the 88-member
Arab Parliament, said the group should
be withdrawn because the government

was continuing to kill its opponents.

The Arab League has called for an
emergency meeting Saturday in Cairo
to discuss whether the monitors should
-leave, The Associated Press reported.

The accusations and concerns about
the mission have found a physical em-
bodiment in the group’s leader, Lt. Gen.
Muhammad Ahmed al-Dabi of Sudan,
whose history and recent statements
have only deepened the criticism.

Last week, the general spoke dis-
missively about the damage in Homs, a
rebellious city that was shelled by gov-
ernment tanks. ‘““‘Some places looked a
bit of a mess, but there was nothing
frightening,” he told Reuters.

On Sunday, he publicly contradicted
an Arab League observer who told resi-
dents in the city of Dara’a that he had
seen government snipers and would tell
Syrian officials to remove them. “But he
didn’t see;’ General Dabi told the BBC,

asserting that the observer was refer-
ring to a hypothetical case. -

On Monday, the Arab League came to
his defense. At a news conference in
Cairo, the league’s director, Nabil al-Ar-
aby, called General Dabi a “‘capable mil-
itary man with a clean reputation,” The

.A.P.reported. Several attempts to reach

General Dabi on his cellphone or
through the observer delegation’s ofﬁce
in Damascus were unsuccessful.

In interviews, several people who
have dealt with the general called him
personally likable and an efficient ad-
ministrator, and some said it was con-
ceivable that he could run the observer
mission with fairness.

Others, though, called him exactly the-

wrong kind of person to head such a

mission: a career enforcer for an au- .

thoritarian government who had shown
a harsh hand in dealing with opponents.

“I don’t know if they looked into his
background,”’ said Faisal Mohammed
Salih, a columnist with Al Akhbar, a
newspaper in Sudan. ‘“This is a human
rights mission. They should have
chosen someone who is sensitive to hu-
man rights i issues, Military men in the
Arab world should be the last choice for
such missions.” ]

For decades, General Dabi played a
forcefulif quiet role in the government of

“Al-Dabi is not about the
truth, or facts. He is about
fitting the facts and the truth

to the policies.”

President Omar Hassan al-Bashir of Su-
dan. General Dabi was a member of Mr.
Bashir’s trusted inner circle when Mr.
Bashir rose to power in a coup in 1989.
Mr. Bashire repeatedly picked General
Dabi for important security posts.

‘His first post in the Bashir govern-
ment was as head of military intelli-
gence. Reports by Amnesty Internation-
al from the early 1990s document the role
military intelligence agents played in ex-
ecutions, torture and disappearances as
the government fought insurgents in
southern Sudan.

After serving as the head of the ex-
ternal security agency and then deputy

chief of staff in the armed forces, he was -

assigned by Mr. Bashir to curb a bloody
civil conflict in the Darfur region.

The general arrived in Darfur with
“two helicopter gunships and a com-
pany-of 120 soldiers,” according to ‘‘Dar-
fur: A Short History of a Long War,” by
Alex de Waal and Julie Flint, making
clear to warring Masalit and Arab tribes-

men that their refusal to comply with a
cease-fire would be dealt with harshly.

‘‘He ordered the gunship pilots to put
on a display of firepower in front of tri-
bal leaders — ‘to show what the heli-
copters could do, >’ the book said.

Some activists from Darfur say that
General Dabi’s four-month tenure in
western Darfur was a precursor to the
government’s counterinsurgency cam-
paign in theregion several years later.

Mr. de Waal, who interviewed Gener-
al ‘Dabi for the book, said in an e-mail:
‘“He took“the line that the problems
needed a very firm hand, a show of force
to demonstrate who was in charge. The
Masalit see his months there as a time of:
repression. General Dabi insists he was
evenhanded and effective.”

Several years ago, when the Su-

" danese government needed someone to

defend its repeated violations of an
arms embargo in Darfur to experts from
the United Nations, the president agam
turned to General Dabi.

As members of a U.N. panel tried to
pry information from Sudanese officials
about the violations in Darfur, including
bombings, General Dabi repeatedly ob-
structed their investigation, curbing
their travel and making sure no one
spoke to them without his approval, two
members of the panel said.

“Al-Dabi is not about the truth, or
facts,” said another member, Enrico
Carisch, who was the panel’s coordina-
tor in 2008. “He is about fitting the facts
and the truth to the policies.”

The Arab League has not said publicly
why it chose General Dabi to head the
mission to Syria, though Mr. Salih, the
Sudanese columnist, and others have
speculated that because of Sudan's
friendly relations with Syria he was more
likely to be accepted by Damascus.

There is also speculation that he was
Qatar’s favored choice. The general has
served as the Sudanese ambassador to
Qatar, a League member that helped
drive the action against Syria.

General Dabi is not the only liability in
amission that analysts say suffers from
deep flaws. While its members include
some respected human rights workers,
others are said to be functionaries sent
by Arab League governments with their
own woeful records of human rights.

When they arrived in Syria last week,
after a few hours of training, critics
quickly pointed out that the 60-member
team was hardly sufficient to monitor a
conflict spread across the country of 20
million people.

Isma’il Kushkush contributed reporting
from Khartoum, Sudan.




Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

fe Nionde

Dimanche 8 - Lundi g janvier 2012

‘Nouvelle offensive du gouvernement
turc contre l'institution militaire

Accusé de tentative de putsch, llker Basbug, ancien chef d'état-major, a été placé en détention

Istanbul

Correspondance

<7 adémarcheraidedansuncos-
! tume sombre, Ilker Basbug
A est ressorti, jeudi 5janvier,
dubureau du procureur, tard dans
la nuit, pour étre conduit sous
escorte policiére, vers la prison de
Silivri, prés d’Istanbul. Apreés plus
de sept heures d'interrogatoire,
Fancien chef de I'armée turque, a
la retraite depuis 2010, a été placé

en détention provisoire pour son.

implication présumeée dans une
campagne visant a discréditer le
parti AKP (Parti de la justice et du
développement) du premier

. ministre, Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

« Le 26°chef d état-majordes for-
ces armées turques est accusé
d’avoir fondé et dirigé une organi-
satioriterroriste. Jelaissele soinala
grande nation turque de juger par

elle-méme», a lancé I'ancien géné- -

ral avant d’étre incarcéré, parlant
de « tragi-comédie » pour qualifier
les chefs d’inculpation. «Devoir
affronter une telle accusation est
pour moi la pire des peines », a-t-il
déclaré a la justice. Le général Bas-
bug est également accusé de «ten-
tative de renversement du gouver-
nement par la force ».

Pour la premiére fois dans I'his-
toire de la République turque,
jalonnée de quatre coups d'Etat
militaires, un général est envoyé
derriére les barreaux par un tribu-
nal civil. Cette arrestation rharque
unenouvelle étape dans!'affronte-
ment, par institutions judiciaires
interposées, que se livrent,en Tur-

quie, 16¥ militairés et le pouvoif

civil, entre les mains de Recep

Tayyip Erdggan le premler nums- ‘

tre islapi6-2oHsEWATeur:

Une telle nouvelle aurait pu
déclencher, il y a peu, une guerre
detranchéesen Turquie et condui-
re i la démission de l'actuel chef
d’état-major, Necdet Ozel. Mais ce
dernier est resté muet. Le gouver-
nement non plus nes'est pas éten-
du sur le sujet. «Je ne pense pas
que cela dffectera les relations
entre les civils et l'armée. Nous
assistons en Turquie @ un grand
processus de normalisation, les
choses changent, et quand quel-

L’ancien général turc des forces armées Ilker Basbug est soupconné
de «tentative de renversement du gouvernement par la force ». reuters

qu’un, quel qu'il soit, fait quelque
chosedemal, ilen assume les consé-
quences », a déclaré le vice-pre-
mier miiistre, Besir Atalay.

~ Méme sobriété chez Abdullah
Giil, le président dela Repubhque
dont la cdndidature en 3007 avait
été Y'objet d'une vive-opposition
de I'état-major. « Tous les citoyens
sont égaux devant les lois. Il faut
garder la téte froide », a-t-il soute-
nu. Considérablement affaiblie
par les réformes institutionnelles
successivement adoptées, depuis
2003, par le gouvernement turc
pour se conformer aux normes
européenneés en matiére de gou-

verhance, I'armée n'est plus en’

mesure de tenir téte au pouvoir
civil .

Plusieurs centaines de person-
nes, parmi lesquelles une centaine
d'officiers et de généraux, ont été

traduites en justicé depuisl'dtivér- -

ture de l'affaire Ergenekon, en
2007,dunomd’unréseau militaro-
nationaliste présumé, dont les
membres sont soupconnés de
complots.en vue de renverser le
gouvernement civil. En 2007 eten
2009, I'AKP a échappé de peu au
couperet des militaires.

Une autre affaire de complot,
baptisée «Balyoz», a elle aussi
conduit & une série d’arrestations.
Mais la machine judiciaire turque
fait face a de sérieuses critiques.
Elle sera l'objet d'un rapport que
doit remettre, la semaine prochai-
ne, le commissaire aux droits de

I'homme du Conseil de 'Europe,
Thomas Hammarberg.

«Les tribunaux d’exception ne
rendent pas la justice, mais entéri- -
nent les décisions prises par les
autorités politiques», a précisé
poursa part lechef de'opposition
etleader du parti kémaliste (CHP),
Kemal Kilicdaroglhu.

A la téte de l'état-major des
armées de 2008 2010, Ilker Bas-
bug, 68ans, était .depuis des
annéesdans le collimateurdes pro-
cureurs chargés de I'affaire Erge-
nekon. Avant d’accéder au som-
met de la hiérarchie militaire, il
avaitdirigéla premiére armée tur-
que, considérée par les observa-
teurscomme un foyerradicald'op-
position au gouvernement.

«Les tribunaux
d'exception
enterinent
les décisions prises

" par les autorités
politiques »
Kemal Kiligdaroglu
leader du parti kémaliste
(opposition) .

Face aux arrestations qui déci-
maient ses troupes, le général Bas-
bug avait tenté de faire front. Au
cours d'une mise en scéne devant
la presse, il avait dénoncé la fabri- -
cation de preuves, apreés la décou-
verte d'unecache d’armes, et lafal- -
sification de documents - «des
bouts de papier» - comme faisant
pattié « d'une campagne de déni-
grement del'institution militaire ».
Dans ce dossier, le général Basbug
se vVoit accusé d'avoir organisé un
réseau de sites Internet de propa-
gande antigouvernement pour
créer un climat d'instabilité.

Le général a la retraite a, sans -

- surprise, rejetélesaccusations por-

tées contre lui vendredi. « Sij'avais
eu de mauvaises intentions, en

" tant que commandant ayant le

contrdle d’'une armée forte de
700 000 hommes, j'aurais pu
avoir d’autres moyens dagir»,’
a-t-il fait valoir.@

GUILLAUME PERRIER

25









Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

Teraldzs:

INTERNATIONAL
¢

i‘é@_ﬁhune THURSDAY, JANUARY 5, 2012

From the Arab Spring,
Turkey rises

Both the
United
States and
Iran are
_being
‘outman-
euvered in
weakened
Arab states
by an
ascendant
Turkey.

Jason Pack
Martin van Creveld

During the last decade many right-
wing American and lsraeli analysts
have described the geostrategic
struggles unfolding in the Middle East
as anew *‘Cold War” pitting the United
States against Shiite Iran. They have
warned of an Arab “Shiite Crescent’”” —
stretching from Lebanon to Irag —
connected to Iran via ties of religion,
commerce and geostrategy. )

The new year has started with an at-
tempted Shiite power play by Prime
Minister Nuri Kainal al-Maliki to domi-
nate the Ifaqi government, and an Ira-
nian demonstration of missile and nu-
clear fuel-rod capacity coupled with
threats to close the Straits of Hormuz if
Iranian oil exports are blocked.

These events can be interpreted as
ample evidence of Iranian expansion-

. ism and combined with fears that Iran

will obtain a nuclear weapon, rendering
its present regime and regional clients
untouchable.

What this view of the Middle East
overlooks is the fact that both the
United States and Iran are mired in‘in-
ternal political and economic diffi-

_culties. Simultaneously, inside the re-
* gion, both are being outmaneuvered by

an ascendant Turkey.

Moreover, Western observers have
missed the primary thread of events —
namely, the ongoing asymmetric Turk-
ish-Iranian ‘‘soft” partition of the Arab
republics. Concomitantly, the American

. position as regional hegemon is vanish-

ing. Today, only the Arab monarchies
and Israel continue to look to the
United States as their primary patron.
To investigate how these changing
dynamics are seen by actors within the
region, one of us (Jason Pack) spent his
Christmas holidays in Erbil, the capital
of the Kurdistan Regional Government,
or K.R.G., in Iraq. Following the U.S.
withdrawal from Iraq, K.R.G. officials
bemoaned their need of a regional pat-
ron to protect them from dominance by

* Baghdad. :

Landlocked Iraqi Kurdistan also
needs a conduit to export its oil to the
West. The only country that can fulfill

. both roles is Turkey. That is why K.R.G.

officials, instead of supporting their eth-
nic brethren inside Turkey, have often
sided with Ankara against the separat-
ist Kurdistan Workers’ Party, or PX.K.
Allthis explains why the bombing on

Dec. 28, in which the Turks killed 35
Kurdish smugglers whom they mistook
for terrorists, provoked little outrage in
Iragi Kurdistan. On the streets of Erbil
there are no signs of protests against
Turkey. Instead, one notices Turkey’s
ubiquitous presence in the form of con-
struction, investment, consumer goods
and tourists.

Should more pipelines leading from
Iragi Kurdistan to the Mediterranean
via Turkey be built, the result will be the
de facto creation of an Iragi-Kurdish
buffer state. Dependent on Turkey for
its survival, such a state would also form
abarrier to Iranian (or American, or
P.K.K.) interference in Turkish affairs.

1n the southern part of Iraq, the situ-
ation is just the opposite. There, a Shiite
Arab buffer state, buttressed by Iran as

a bulwark against Turkish, Americanor .

Saudi encroachments, is being created.
The last two weeks’ events have re-
moved any doubt that Maliki is ‘‘Iran’s
man” in Baghdad. Yet despite this de

facto partitioning of Iraq over the last
month, Turkey and Iran are not challen-
ging each other’s spheres of influence.
In post-Arab Spring North Africa, too,
Turkey and Iran have essentially parti-
tioned the resurgent 1slamist move-
ments between themselves. The Turks
support the victorious “moderate’’ Is-
lamists from Tunisia to. Egypt. Iran
backs the Salafist spoilers, even though
they are Sunni. In the Egyptian and

I Tunisian elections,

. and in Libya’s inter-
Westen;lob militia civil strife,
servers ave both wings of Islam-
missed the. ist opinion have sup-
asymmetric ported each other
Turkish- against Western-
Iranian ‘soft’t  backed secularists
partition and neo-liberals.
of the Arab Since North Africa
republics lacks indigenous

. Shiite populations

and the ‘“‘moderate”
1slamists have now emerged as the main
players in the region, it is Sunni Turkey,
along with Qatar, that appears to be the
rising political and commercial patronin
North Africa.

Turkey’s approach to the problem of
Israel/Palestine has also been converg-
ing with that of Iran. From the 1950s un-
til 2002, secular military elites in Anka- -
ra enjoyed a privileged political and
economic relationship with the West.
They also developed intimate defense .
ties with Israel and NATO.

Since then, however, Turkey has drif-
ted out of the Western security orbit.

First it opposed the 2003 Iraq war;
next, after the 2010 Gaza flotilla result-
ed in the death of nine Turks in interna-
tional waters, it increasingty switched
to the Palestinian side of the conflict.
Only in Syria are Turkey and Iran

seemingly on opposite sides of a mili-
tary conflict. Whereas Iran and its client
Hezbollah back the Assad regime, the

- Turks arm, train and provide safe haven

to the Syrian rebels. However, this con-
flict may be more apparent than real. In
afragmented post-Assad Syria, Turkey
will support the Sunnis, while Iran will
remain the patron of the Alawites.
Moreover, both will surely find a way to
protect their strategic and financial in-
terests in whatever regime emerges.

Throughout 2011, the continued West-
ern obsession with the Iranian nuclear -
menace prevented policy makers from
grasping the most salient dynamic at
play in the new Middle East. Those
who, like Mohammed Ayoob of
Michigan State University, have
warned that “beyond the Arab demo-
cratic wave’’ lies a ““Turko-Persian fu- -
ture” have been mostly ignored. ¢

The Arab Spring has vastly weakened
the Arab states, leaving them open to
fragmentation, increased federalism
and outside penetration. With hindsight,
2011 may come to represent as sharp a
rupture in the political landscape of the
Middle East as 1919 did. ’

Back then, following the defeat of the
Ottoman Empire in World War I, the
British and French divided the Arab
Middle East among themselves, with
Britain as the senior partner. In today’s
soft partition of the region, the weaker,
less stable partner is Iran. The true vic-
tor of the Arab Spring is surely aresur- .
gent Turkey.

JASONPACK researches Libyan history at
Cambridge University and is president of
Libya-Analysis.com. MARTIN VAN CREVELD,
an Israeli military historian, is the author,
most recently, of ‘The Age of Airpower.”’
GLOBAL VIEWPOINT/TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES
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Téhéran accuse les Etats Unis et Israél de I'assassinat
en Iran d'un chercheur spécialiste du nucléaire

Washington nie toute implication dans I'attentat, le quatrieme en deux ans contre un scientifique

ercredi matin 11janvier,
Mostafa Ahmadi-Ros-
han est parti“travailler

comme tous les jours. Son chauf-
feur est passé le prendre a son
domicile pour se rendre a son
bureau. A 8h30, alors que son
véhicule empruntait la rue Golna-
bi, dans le nord-est de Téhéran,
une moto avec deux passagers
s’est portée a sa hauteur. Arrivé
prés de la voiture, I'un des
motards a collé une bombe
magnétique sur I'habitacle de Ia
405 Peugeot. Puislamotoaaccélé-
ré. Lorsqu’elle a pris 200 metres
d’avance, I'explosion s’est déclen-
¢hée. Suffisamment forte pour
tuer le passager et son chauffeur,
mais sans détruire 'habitacle. .

Cet assassinat, qui semble tout
droit sorti d'un film d’espionnage,
estle quatrieme, endeux ans,d’'un
scientifique spécialiste du nucléai-
re iranien.

Le 29novembre 2010, Ferey-
doun Abbassi-Davani avait échap-
péde peua unetentative d'assassi-
nat similaire, qui'avait blessé ain-
si que sa femme. Il avait sauté a
temps de son véhicule. Depuis, ila
été nommé vice-président par le
président Mahmoud Ahmadine-
jad et promu ala téte de I'Organisa-

Le Nionde

Jeudi 12 janvier 2012

tion iranienne de I'énergie atomi-
‘que. Le méme jour, Majid Shariati,
un autre spécialiste du nucléaire,
avait été tué dans une explosion
criminelle qui avait blessé sa fem-
me. Le premier assassinat de ce
typeremonte au12janvier 2010 : il
avait visé Massoud Ali Mohamma-
di, un physicien internationale-
ment reconnu.

Le vice-président
iranien, Mohammad
Reza Rahimi,
aattribuél'attentat
duiijanvier
a « unterrorisme
d’Etat »

Mostafa Ahmadi-Roshan,
32ans, était vice-directeur du
département commercialdel'usi-
nede Natanz, le principal sited’en-
richissement d'uranium irakien,
prés d’'Ispahan, selon I'agence de
presse iranienne Mehr. D'apres
une autre agence de presse, Fars,
il s’occupait d'un projet de mem-
branes polymeéres utiles dans la
séparation de gaz, un processus

nécessaire a l'enirichissement de
I'uranium.

Le site de Natanz compte
8 ooocentrifugeuses. Mais le role
exact de Mostafa Ahmadi-Roshan
reste difficile a établir. Ce jeune
scientifique avait fait des études
d’ingénierie chimique al'universi-
té. Sharif de Téhéran, 'un des
meilleurs établissements scientifi-
ques du pays. Toujours selon
Mebhr, les inspecteurs de I'Agence
internationale de I'énergie atomi-
que de Vienne l'auraient rencon-
tré trés récemment.

L'Iran et la communauté inter-
nationale s’affrontent sur la ques-
tion du programme nucléaire de

* la République islamique. Plus

encore depuis I'annonce de
I'ouverture imminente de I'usine
d’enrichissement de Fordow, pro-
fondément enterrée dans une
montagne prés de Qom. Les pays
occidentaux soupconnent Téhé-
ran de vouloir se doter de 'arme
atomique, tandis que les diri-
geants iraniens assurent poursui-
vre des objectifs civils.

Outre les sanctions adoptées
par les Nations unies ou celles spé-
cifiques aux Occidentaux (Etats-
Unis, Union européenne, Canada),
une guerre secréte se joue en Iran.

——

— ———

Elleadébutéavecle vrai-fauxenlé-
vement de Shahram Amiri par des
agents américains: aprés un
séjour aux Etats-Unis, le physicien
était rentré en Iran en juillet 2010.
Cette guerre de 'ombre inclut la
diffusion de virus informatiques
comme Stuxnet, et de mystérieu-
ses explosions sur des bases mili-
taires des pasdaran, les Gardiens
de larévolution.

" Le vice-président iranien,
Mohammad Reza Rahimi, a attri-
bué I'attentat de mercredi 2 «un
terrorisme d’Etat». Une allusion
aux Etats-Unis qui ont nié toute
implication et condamné l'atten-
tat, et a Israél qui, comme a son
habitude, n’a pas réagi.

Toutefois, M.Reza Rahimi a
assuré que cet assassinat « ne stop-
perait pas» le programme
nucléaire iranien. Le chef d'état-
major israélien venait juste de
déclarer, mardi, devant des parle-
mentaires a la Knesset: «2012
s’annonce une année critique en
Iranavecla poursuiteduprogram-
me nucléaire, des changements
au sommet du pouvoir, une pres-

.sion continue, voire accrue, de la

communauté internationale, et
des incidents inaccoutumés.» @
CHRISTOPHE AYAD

[ran, le scénario d 'une guerre possible

L'escalade a atteint un point critique

|
Francois Géré

Directeur de l'Institut francais
d’analyse stratégique
epuis septem-
bre 2011, la tension
entre Téhéran et -
Washington s’ag-
grave. Le dernier
épisode en date est
la menace iranienne du blocus du
détroit d’Ormuz en cas de sanc-
tions sur ses exportations énergéti-
ques. Or la libre circulation des

- flux énergétiques a toujours

constitué pour Washington un
casus belli. L'escalade des sanc- -
tions glisse vers une guerre, évo-
quée depuis six ans. Faisant la part
del'amplificationmédiatique vou-
lue de part et d’autre, mesurons
quels gains peuvent. espérer les .
acteurs et quels risques de pertes
leur feraient contrepoids.

En Iran, il parait avantageux de
surenchérir dans la lutte entre les
factions et les clans tant religieux

- que laiques (le Guide supréme, Ali

Khamenei, le président Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad et son beau-frere,
Esfandiar Rahim Mashaie, la puis-
sante famille d’Ali Larijani, prési-

dent du Majlis, le Parlement) qui se
disputent le pouvoir dans la pers-
pective des élections législatives et
dela présidentiellede 2013.Les pas- .
darans (gardiens de la révolution)
jouentaussileur prestigeetleur cré-
dibilité de maitres de lahaute tech-
nologie militaire.

Ce serait 'occasion de renforcer
une unité nationale entamée en
placant au second plan le mécon-
tentement général a I'égard d'une

mauvaise gestion économique qui,+ -

aggravée parles sanctions, rend dif-
ficiles les conditions de vie. Enfin,
un affrontement direct permet-
trait de rompre l'isolement diplo-’
matique régional di 2 la crainte de

'arme nucléaire et 3 la dynamique

. des changements de pouvoir dans

le monde arabe qui favorise le sun-
nisme. Se présenter comme le seul
Etat qui ose défier la suprématie
américaine se révélera payant.

Aux Etats-Unis, le président
Barack Obama est sous la pression
desrépublicains mais ausside nom-
breux parlementaires démocrates
soucieux de la protectiond’Israél. 1l
est temps pour Fadministration
américaine de faire preuve de fer-
meté au-dela des mots, méme si
Yoptiondel'endiguementa sa préfé-
rence.

I1ui faut aussi rassurer les alliés
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régionaux etdonner plus de consis-
tance a cette stratégie d'endigue-
ment, mise en ceuvre depuis deux
ans, fondée sur le redéploiement
des troupes d’Irak et d’Afghanistan
versla péninsule arabique, ladéfen-
se antimissiles et, plus discrete-
ment, la garantie nucléaire. Enfin,
“calmer les impatiences belliqueu-
ses du gouvernement israélien.

Embrasement régional

Au regard de ces incitations,
quels sont les risques ? Washington
doit envisager une flambée des
prix énergétiques qui aggraverait
la crise économique, non sans
répercussions sur la croissance des
Etats émergents. Il faudra surmon-
ter une forte opposition liée & I'in-

quiétude des pays importateurs
(Japon, Inde, Chine) et celle des
Etats riverains exportateurs. Autre
risque, laradicalisation des gouver-
nements arabes islamiques modé-
résnouvellementélus. Faut-ilenvi-
sager un embrasement régional?
Ce terme souvent utilisé par Téh¢-
ran parait excessif: ni au Liban
(Hezbollah), ni en Irak (armée du

- Mahdi de Mogtada Al-Sadr), ni a

Gaza, et moins encore en Afghanis-
tan, il n'y aurait d'engagement
armé automatique en soutien de
Ilran. Par-dela les déclarations
enflammées, chacun pésera son
intérét local.

Lerisqueterroriste,en revanche,
augmenteraEnﬁn,uneactionmili—
taire, fit-elle limitée, fournirait a

Téhéran un prétexte pour faire

jouer la clause de retrait du traité

sur la non-prolifération des armes
nucléaires au nom de ses intéréts
suprémes.

Le risque pour I'Iran serait de se
retrouver en situation d'Etat paria
comme la Corée du Nord, ce que
Téhéran a pris garde d'éviter. En
outre, le régime pourrait essuyer
une défaite, eu égard a ¥nrapport
de forces coniventionnelles favora-
ble aux Etats-Unis. Cette humilia-
tion bouleverserait la donne politi-
que intérieure. Deuxoptions se
dégagent: s'en tenir 2 un affronte-

‘ment verbal; faire une démonstra-

tion militaire limitée et confuse
permettant a chacun de s'attribuer
le beaurole. i -

Ce dernier scénario peut-il
contribuer a résoudre la crise
nucléaire en favorisant une reprise
du dialogue, chacun ayant sauvé la
face?Telfutle casen1987.L'Iran fai-
sait alors face & I'Irak. Il n'existait
pas de programme nucléaire ira-
nien. Une escalade incontrélée
conduirait a une campagne aérien-
ne contre les sites nucléaires et les
missiles. Le potentiel iranien en
serait amoindri sans étre éradiqué.

La situation incite donc 4 la pru-
dence.LaFrance, non sans ambigui-
té, met en garde contre « les risques
d’une attaque préventive » porteu-
se d'une crise dont «elle ne veut a
aucun prix». Aprés dix ans devai-
nesnégociations, I'épreuve de véri-
té approche. Mais quelle vérité? @
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Les Kurdes de Syrie
a I'écart du souléevement

PAR JON HEMMING

RBIL, IRAK (REUTERS) - Ni Bachar

al Assad ni 'opposition syrienne ne
trouvent gréce aux yeux de la commu-
nauté kurde de Syrie, premiére minorité
ethnique du pays, qui s'est tenue large-
ment & |'écart du soulévement entamé il
y a dix mois.

Ses membres voient en outre d'un
mauvais oeil I'influence croissante de la
Turquie auprés des mouvements qui
cherchent a renverser le chef de 1'Etat,
craignant que leur succés ne mette fin a
leurs espoirs d'autonomie, du fait de
I'opposition d'Ankara & }'émancipation
de sa propre minorité kurde.

"Les Kurdes et I'opposition arabe ne
se font pas confiance, c'est pourquoi il
n'y pas de grandes manifestations dans
les villes kurdes”, explique Madjid
Youssef Daoui, membre du Conseil
national syrien mis sur pied par les
adversaires d'Assad et Kurde lui-méme.

"Nous n'avons aucun accord avec
l'opposition arabe en ce qui concerne les
droits des Kurdes. Nous n'avons pas
d'accord sur la marche & suivre pour
changer de régime (...) Les déclarations
des chefs de file de I'opposition ne nous
donnent par ailleurs aucune raison de
leur accorder notre conflance”, ajoute-t-
il, interrogé par Reuters a Erbil, capitale
du Kurdistan irakien.

Apres quelques rassemblements au
début du mouvement de contestation,
les villes & majorité kurde du nord-est
de la Syrie ont retrouvé le calme alors
que des manifestations quotidiennes
ont lieu dans les grands poles sunnites.

"Les Kurdes ne soutiennent pas le
régime. Nous, Kurdes, sommes hostiles
au régime depuis plus de vingt ans et
les Kurdes ont été parmi les premiers a
descendre dans la rue"”, dit Sarbast
Nabi, Kurde de Syrie et professeur de
sciences politiques a I'université Saladin
d'Erbil.

Des heurts ont opposé pendant des
jours les forces de l'ordre syriennes a
des membres de la communauté kurde
en 2004, & Qamichli, aprés un incident
lors d'un match de football.

ARABISATION

"A ce moment-13, je me trouvais a
Damas", se souvient Sarbast Dabi. "Je ne
veux pas citer de noms, mais ceux qui
sont maintenant a la téte de I'opposition
étaient hostiles aux revendications

- concernant les droits des Kurdes (...) lls

sont toujours favorables a l'arabisation
et a l'islam politique.”

Outre cette défiance a 1'égard de
T'opposition, les Kurdes de Syrie sont
tres divisés. Certains mouvements sont
liés aux Kurdes d'lrak, d'autres aux
rebelles du Parti des travailleurs du
Kurdistan (PKK), actifs en Turquie,
disent les observateurs.

Damas accorde & ces derniers un
soutien de plus en plus marqué pour
compenser celui d'Ankara &
l'opposition syrienne, ce qui explique
que les proches du PKK en Syrie n'aient
pas rejoint les rangs de la contestation.

Bachar al Assad exploite a la fois la
crainte que le séparatisme kurde inspire
aux arabes et celle que le nationalisme
arabe inspire aux Kurdes, estime

Mahmoud Mohammad Bave Sabir,
membre de la direction de 1'Union
démocratique kurde de Syrie, I'un des
plus vieux partis kurdes d'opposition.
Les manifestations kurdes, dit-il,
n'ont pas été réprimées aussi violem-
ment que les autres parce qu'Assad
redoute la réaction des milliers de
Kurdes installés a Damas et a Alep, les
deux plus grandes agglomérations, qui
sont plus calmes que les villes voisines.

PUISSANCES REGIONALES

Avant de trouver refuge au
Kurdistan irakien, Madjed Youssef
Daoui, militant étudiant, a passé deux
mois en prison. Il est aujourd’hui en
contact quotidien avec les dissidents
-kurdes de Syrie et fait pression pour
une reconnaissance des droits de sa
communauté auprés du mouvement le
plus représentatif de l'opposition, établi
a Istanbul.

L'appui de la Turquie a cette coali-
tion de partis issus de la mouvance reli-
gieuse clandestine, a placé les islamistes
a la pointe de la contestation, selon les
représentants kurdes de Syrie.

S'ils s'emparaient du pouvoir,
disent-ils, ils resteraient sans doute
fideles au nationalisme arabe de Bachar
al Assad et s'opposeraient par consé-
quent a J'autonomie des zones kurdes.

"Je pense que la révolution syrienne
n'est plus entre les mains du peuple
syrien, mais qu'elle est devenue un
conflit entre puissances régionales. On
ne peut pas faire confiance a ces grands
Etats parce que ce sont leurs intéréts qui
priment", ajoute Madjed Youssef Daoui.

"Nous craignons que la Turquie ne
joue un role en Syrie. Je suis str que la
Turquie fera face a une forte résistance
kurde en Syrie", prédit quant a lui

Sarbast Nabi.
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caitasonempireindustriel pour se
consacrer aux ceuvres caritatives
n’'a pas convaincules experts euro-
péens. Le propriétaire de Cham,
une holding tentaculaire qui
contrdle notamment Syriatel, le
plus gros opérateur de téléphonie
mobile syrien, figure toujours sur
la liste noire de Bruxelles. «La for-

mule envogue ces temps-cidansles -

ruesde Damas, c'est que “Maher [Al-
Assad] est toujours.en pyjama”,
poursuit le diplomate basé en
Syrie. C'est unefacon de dire que les

«Le reglme alesreins
suffisamment solides
pour tenir encore

quelques mois »
Undiplomate
en poste a Damas

choses sérieuses n'ont pas encore
commencé. Le régime joue la mon-
tre avec une grande habileté. Il a les
reins suffisamment solides pour
tenir encore quelques mois. »

Difficile de se faite une idée pré- -

cise de I'état de désagtégation du
pays. A mesure qué la Syrie som-
bre, I'opacité structureile du syste-
me Assad se renforce et; avecelle, le
désarroiquirégné dansles chancel-

" leries occidentales, confrontées a

I'obstruction de la Russie et de la

Nations unies.

Pour les petits malins, quelques
bonnes affaires écohorrigues sub-
sistent, notamment dans le domai-
ne immobilier. Dans la banlieue
sud de Damas, Iés chantiers de
constructionde houveaukimmeu-
bles se multiplient. Et poiir cause:
soucieux de soigrer son immage en
interne, le régime fetmerait désor-
maisles yeux surles constructions
illégales!s :

BENJAMIN BARTHE
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Chine au Conseil de sécutité des

En Syrie, le président Bachar Al-Assad

persisteatraiterlesi insurgés parle mépris

Dans un discours fleuve, le maitre de Damas a attribué a un complot
del'étranger le mouvement de protestation qui demande sa démission

es poches d'ignorance»,
«une poignée d'égarés»,

«des terroristes ou des écer-
velés »: pour son premier dis-
cours public depuis plus de six
mois, le président syrien, Bachar

. Al-Assad a fait montre, mardi
- 10janvier, a I'égard de ses oppo-

sants du méme mélange de
dédain et de déni, déja manifeste
dans I'entretien qu'il avait donné
en décembre201 a la chaine de
télévision américaine ABC.

Ces proposont suscité'indigna-

. tion du Conseil national syrien
(CNS), qui regroupe la majorité de. -

I'opposition. « Un tel discours est

- uneindication que nous allonsvers

un comportement encore plus cri-

" minel et irresponsabledu régime »,

I'étranger, leleitmotivdela propa-
gande syrienne. Conscient que la
population commence a pétir des
sanctions mises en place par
I'Union européenne et les Etats-
Unis, il a stigmatisé «le réve de la
division [de la Syrie]», présent
selon lui « dans les esprits de la pro-
géniture de Sykes-Picot », une réfé-

rence aux deux concepteurs du -

plan de partage du Proche-Orient
arrété en mai1916 par la France et
la Grande-Bretagne.

En réponse aux capitales occi-
dentales, quile pressent de s’effa-
cer,Bachar Al-Assad a écarté toute
perspectivede démission. « Jegou-
verne avec la volonté du peuple et
si je renonce au pouvoir, ce sera
aussi avec la volonté du peuple »,

a-t-il déclaré, plus sourd que
jamais aux revendications de la
rue, qui demande depuis dix
mois son départ du pouvoir. Dela
méme maniere, le chef d’Etat
syrien a répété que ses forces de
I'ordre n’avaient jamais recu l'or-
dre d’ouvrir le feu contre les mani-
festants, avant de promettre de
frapper «les terroristes» d'une
«main de fer ».

Parallélement a cette démons-
tration de force a destination des
puissances occidentales, qu'un
diplomate européen a qualifié de
«trompe-l'ceil sans surprise», le
dirigeant syrien a tenté de donner

‘le change en interne, en dévoilant

un calendrier de «réformes»: loi

- adéclaré Bassma Kodmani, 1a por- Paris comme
. te-parole du CNS. : . .
Dans son intervention d'une WaSmngtOD Pomtent
‘heure quarante-cing, le maitre de ' du dOlgt
Damas a une nouvelle fois brandi . s 2 Qe e
I'épouvantail du complot de  UI« déni de réalité »

sur la libéralisation des médias,
mesures anticorruption, nouvelle
Constitution qui serait soumise a
un référendum au mois de mars,
et trois mois plus tard, en juin, de
possibles élections législatives.

ATlintention des pays du Golfe
et notamment du Qatar, en pointe
dans les efforts d’isolement de
Damas, M. Assad a eu ces mots sar-
castiques: «Le premier Parlement
en Syrie date de 1917. Ou étaient-ils
a cette époque? »

Cette esquisse d’ouverture n’a
cependant pas convainculesoppo-
sants, y compris le Comité natio-
nal pour le changement démocra-
tique, laplate-forme rivale duCNS,
qui refuse, contrairement a celle-

ci, toute internationalisation de la

. crise.« Il semble que le pouvoirtien-

ne a sa politique sécuritaire et
répressive, face au soulévement
populaire», a déploré son chef,

Hassan Abdel Azim.

A Paris comme a Washington,
les réactions officielles ont été
similaires, pointant un «déni de
réalité »,selonles mots d’'Alain Jup-
pé, le chef deladiplomatie francai-

- se. «C’est un discours aux antipo-

des de ce que I'on pouvait attendre,
a-t-il ajouté. Il incite a la violence et
a la’confrontation entre les deux
parties. »

Surleterrain,l'Algérien Anouar
Malek, 'un des observateurs man-
datés par la Ligue arabe, a annoncé
sa démission, qualifiant de «far-
ce» la mission en place depuis le
26 décembre, qui se heurte a la
mauvaise volonté manifeste des -
autorités syriennes.

Surla chaine de télévision qata-
rie Al-Jazira, il a affirmé queles pri-
sonniers politiques censément
libérés ces demniers jours par le
régime de Damas sont des person-
nes arrétées quelques jours plus
tot et relachées pour faire bonne
mesuredevantles caméras de télé-
vision. «]is n'ont répondu a aucu-
ne de nos demandes, a déclaré
Anouar Malek, ils essaient de nous
tromperetde nous écarter de ce qui
se passe réellement sur le terrain. »

Lundi 9 décembre, deux obser-
vateurs ont été légérement bles-
sés, prés de Lattaquié, sur la cote.
Selon I'ONU, 400 personnes ont
été tuées en Syrie depuis le début
de 1a mission arabe, soit 40 morts
€n moyenne par jour, une estima-
tion plus élevée qu'auparavant.®

BENJAMIN BARTHE
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Syria_léader
taunts rebels
and assails

Arab League

BEIRUT

Assad vows ‘iron fist’
to crush ‘conspiracy’;
monitors are attacked

BY ANTHONY SHADID

In his first public address in months,
President Bashar al-Assad of Syria
lashed out on Tuesday at the Arab

League for isolating his country,-

mocked Syrian rebels as traitors and
vowed to subdue what he said was a for-
eign-backed plot against his country.

“We will defeat this conspiracy,”’ Mr.

Assad said in a speech that lasted
_nearly two hours. .

The address repeated what has be-
come a familiar refrain. as Mr. Assad
faces his greatest challenge in more
than 11 years of authoritarian rule. He
pledged to crush what he has cast as ter-
rorism and sabotage, while. offering

‘somewhat vague promises of reform.

The tenor of his remarks, and his
seeming show of confidence, under-
scored the irreconcilable nature of Syr-
ia’s crisis, which pits a protest move-
ment demanding that Mr. Assad leave
office against a government that rarely
acknowledges their grievances.

Mr. Assad denied that his govern-
ment had ordered security forces to fire
on anyone, despite a death toll that the
United Nations says has spiraled be-
yond 5,000 in arelentless crackdown. He
promised tohold a referendum on a new
constitution in March, a step that
seemed pale before the enormity of the
crisis, one of the bloodiest of the upris-
ings that began to sweep the Arab world
more than a year ago.

““When 1 rule, I rule because that it is
the people’s will, and when I leave of-
fice, I leave because it is the people’s
will,” Mr. Assad said. )

Syria’s uprising seems to have moved

/into a more complicated, confusing
phase in recent weeks. Protests have
appeared to revive in some areas, and
armed elements of the opposition have
seemed emboldened by defections from
the security forces.

Meanwhile, bombing attacks in Da-
mascus, the capital, have killed scores
of people over the past month. The gov-
ernment has said that foreign-backed
terrorists were responsible; the opposi-
tion claims the government carried

President Bashar al-Assad speaking on
Tuesday at the University of Damascus.

Nabil i-Afabi, the Arab League’s secretary
general, denounced attacks on observers.

them out itself in a cynical effort to sully
the protesters’ image.

In the latest turn, the Arab League on
Tuesday denounced attacks on its ob-
servers in Syria, who arrived last month
to monitor an agreement brokered by
the league that was meant to end the vi-
olence. The league’s secretary general,
Nabil el-Arabi, said that both loyalists
and government opponents had carried
out attacks, but that in the end the Syri-
an government was to blame for failing
to provide for the security of the mis-
sion. He said the government was
“‘totally responsible” for protecting its
165 observers.

Arab League officials said that in the

worst episode, 11 observers were injured -

Monday in the port city of Latakia when
their vehicles were attacked in circum-
stances that remained unclear. The offi-
cial news agency of Kuwait, which said
two Kuwaitis were ainong the Il injured,
described the assailants as ‘‘unknown
protesters,” and the foreign minister of
the United Arab Emirates blamed ‘“non-
opposition elements.”

In his speech, given at the University
of Damascus and broadcast on Syrian
television, Mr. Assad sought to cast the
violence in the country as solely a ques-
tion of terrorism, and he drew parallels
between the bombings in Damascus
and an Islamist revolt in Syria in the late
1970s and early 1980s, which threatened
the hold on power of Mr. Assad’s father,
Hafez, who ruled for three decades.

‘*“There can be no let-up for terrorism
— it must be hit with an iron fist,” he
said. “The battle with terrorism is a
battle for everyone, a national battle,
not only the government’s battle.”’

Occasionally interrupted by applause

from a friendly audience of members of
theruling Baath Party, university profes-
sors and members of Syria’s feeble Par-

liament, he added that ‘‘victory is near.”

““There’s no tolerance of terrorism or
of those who use weapons to Kkill,’ he
added.

In some ways, the speech was a rhe-
torical settling of accounts.

Mr. Assad ridiculed the Arab League,
which suspended Syria’s membership
in November, a humiliation for a coun-
try that has long seen itself as a fulcrum
of the Arab world. ‘“Who lost with Syr-
ia’s suspension from the Arab League?
Syria?”” Mr. Assad asked. “No. The

. Arab League did.”

He dismissed the wealthy oil-produ-
cing Arab states of the Gulf as countries

* without culture. Qatar, in particular, has
_led the region’s attempts to further iso-

late Mr. Assad’s government.

“‘Countries can rent and import some
history with their money, but money
does not make nations and cultures,”’
Mr. Assad said, in a veiled reference to
the Gulf emirates.

He also mocked the Syrian protest-
ers’ characterization of themselves as
revolutionaries.

““This is not a revolution,”” Mr. Assad
said to an ‘audience that chanted his
name at the speech’s end. *Is it possible
that heis aTrevolutionary and a traitor at
the same time? This is impossible. If
there were true revolutionaries, we
would be walking together.”

Reactions to Mr. Assad’s speech pre- |
dictably broke along lines hardened by
the uprising and the crackdown.

*‘No Syrian can be neutral any more,”
said a 23-year-old student at the univer-
sity, who supported Mr. Assad and gave
his name as Ali.

“I wasted about two hours of my time
listening to meaningless words,” said a
30-year-old anti-government activist in
Damascus who gave his name as Mazen..

Mr. Assad’s speech came at a time of
feuding among his opponents in exile,
who are deeply divided over the pros-
pect of foreign intervention and the per-
sistent gaps between opposition groups
within Syria and those abroad.

“He’s becoming stronger with our
weakness,” Haytham Manna, a promi-
nent Syrian dissident based in Cairo, said
of Mr. Assad. “If the opposition doesn’t
unify, the regime will gain strength.”

Omar Idlibi, a spokesman for the Lo- -
cal Coordination Committees, an oppo-

sition group, called Mr. Assad’s speech
another instance of the government’s
obliviousness to the depth of the chal-
lenge it faces from protests and discon-’
tent. ’ -

“‘For 10 months, the regime is living in
denial;”” Mr. Idlibi said in a telephone in-
terview. “They’re dénying reality. He
doesn’t want to recognize the changes
that occurred until today”’

Even as Mr. Assad spoke, the death
toll appeared to rise again. The Local
Coordination Committees said on Tues-
day that 30 people were killed, including
16 in the eastern city of Deir al-Zour;
there was no way to independently con-
firm the figures. Opposition groups say
hundreds of people have been killed in
Syria since the Arab League observers
began their work on Dec. 21.
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2012: Springtime for Kurdistan?

Can 2012 be the year that Kurdistan will finally regain its place on the geopolitical map?

By Name Change

The Jerusalem post

n 2009, thousands of
Iranians took to the

streets to protest a fraudu-
lent presidential election that
restored Iranian President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad to
power. Bereft of any real exter-
nal support, the demonstrators
were beaten and intimidated
into submission, although public
signs of disapproval toward the
regime continue to re-emerge
periodically.

For much of this year, the
biggest news story of the Middle
East has been the so-called
“Arab Spring” as massive waves
of civil disobedience, general
strikes and protest marches top-
pled dictators from Tunisia to
Yemen. Recent electoral results
in Tunisia and Egypt show signs
of an Islamist revival, leading
some commentators to warn of
an impending “Islamist Winter”.

2012 may prove to be a turning
point for yet another of the Near
East's great peoples: the Kurds.

But who exactly are the Kurds?
Their  language, Kurdish,
belongs to the broader lan-
guage family of Persian or Farsi.
Yet Kurdish history is shrouded
in mystery, with some historians
linking them to mountain tribes
mentioned by classical Greek
authors. Kurdish nationalists
themselves claim a more august
past, asserting their descent
from the powerful Median
Empire that dominated the Near
East in the sixth century BCE.
Promised a state by the victori-
ous Entente powers at the end
of the First World War, the Kurds
have successfully resisted
assimilation by the Persian,
Turkish and Arab conquerors,
despite the powerful pull of
these storied civilizations.

Given the obsessive attention
paid by the international media

to the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict, one would be forgiven for
supposing that the Palestinians
constitute the largest stateless
population of the Middle East.
But while generous estimates
count 11 million Palestinians
worldwide, there are well over
20 million Kurds dwelling in the
volatile region where Turkey,
Iran, Iraq and Syria meet. In all
four of these countries, there
are already signs that the Kurds
will play a starring role in the
key regional events of 2012.

Alone amongst their dispersed
brethren, the Kurds of Iraq have
their own autonomous region,
complete with a flag, a parlia-
ment and official borders,
which,www.ekurd.net in classic
Middle Eastern fashion, are dis-
puted with the Iraqgi central gov-
ernment. Since the fall of for-
mer Iragi leader Saddam
Hussein, Iraqi Kurdistan has
quietly prospered and was
largely spared from the civil war
that ravaged the rest of Iraq.
Kurdish President Massoud
Barzani has overseen a boom in
oil production and a renaissance
of Kurdish culture, although
minorities such as Assyrians and
Arabs sometimes complain of
discriminatory treatment.
Overall, the relative security and
prosperity of Iragi Kurdistan
serves as a hopeful model for
an enlarged Kurdish state.

In recent weeks, Iraqi Kurdistan
has been unwillingly thrust into
the spotlight by Iraq's sectarian
political squabbles. As the last
US troops withdraw from the
country, Irag's mercurial Prime
Minister, Nouri al-Maliki, is tak-
ing steps to set his house in
order and emerge from the
American orbit. Although he and
his party profess Iragi unity and
neutrality, al-Maliki is clearly
drifting into an alliance with
Iran, his natural Shi'a protector
and patron during his years of
exile.

To further this goal, he has

ordered the arrest of Sunni
Vice-President Tariq al-Hashimi,
for allegedly plotting an assassi-
nation attempt. Al-Hashimi has
since fled to Iraqi Kurdistan,
begging and receiving refuge
from President Barzani. If the
current impasse continues,
expect Iraq's Kurds to bolster
their de facto independence
from Baghdad, flouting central
government laws and decrees
and quietly inviting American
“advisers” to remain in the
region.

Meanwhile, Syria's Kurds have
been swept up in the torrent of
revolution shaking the Assad
regime. Long denied citizenship
and constantly harassed, Syria's
Kurds dwell in the country's only
oil-producing region, underlin-
ing their strategic importance.
After the murder of a local
Kurdish strongman in October,
his followers seized control of
Qamishli, the nerve centre of
Syrian Kurdistan.

Nevertheless, the Kurds have
been oddly quiet since then,
playing no prominent role in the
wider Syrian Uprising. Local
Kurds are uneasy with Turkish
backing for the Syrian rebels, as
Turkey has long been a foe of
Kurdish aspirations. Indeed,
Kurdish representatives stormed
out of a Syrian opposition con-
ference in Turkey in May,
denouncing their erstwhile
hosts. If Syria's budding civil
war drags on much longer, the
country's Kurds may opt for
separatism, hoping to join their
comrades in Iraq.

Turkey is home to the world's
largest Kurdish population, and
also its most restive. Comprising
20% of the population, they
have long been targets of
repression and forced assimila-
tion. This has sparked a number
of revolts since Turkey's birth
after the First World War, with
the most recent coming under
the banner of the PKK, consid-
ered a terrorist group by the US

and EU.

Although  Turkey's  mildly
Islamist government of Prime
Minister Recep Erdogan

stormed to power in part via a
promise to respect Kurdish cul-
ture and language, it has since
backtracked on many of its
pledges and faces a renewed
PKK insurgency. Last week,
Turkey killed 35 of its own
Kurdish citizens in a botched
airstrike, sparking protests by

Kurds throughout  Turkish
Kurdistan and even in Istanbul,
home to many Kurdish
migrants.

While the current torpor will
probably subside in short order,
Turkey has a serious long-term
problem with its Kurdish popula-
tion. Some analysts are predict-
ing that Erdogan's “economic
miracle” will come to a crashing
halt in 2012 as Europe, Turkey's
traditional export market, suf-
fers from increased austerity
and financial turmoil. Economic
prosperity that benefited all
Turkish citizens would come to a
sudden end, propelling disgrun-
tled Kurds from the political
sidelines directly into the arms
of the insurgents.

Moreover, Turkey may soon face
its own version of Israel's
dreaded “demographic threat”.
The birthrate in Turkey's rural,
agricultural East, populated
mainly by Kurds, is rapidly out-
stripping that of its more urban-
ized West. At some point, the
Turkish  military may be
stretched far past its limits,
attempting to hold down up to a
third of the country's citizenry.

Iran's Kurds have been the qui-
etest in the region, receiving lit-
tle media attention with all the
scrutiny applied to their coun-
try's potentially catastrophic
drive for nuclear arms. Briefly
granted sovereignty as a Soviet
puppet state in 1946, Iranian
Kurds chafed under the Shah's
heavy-handed rule. Fervent
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The Kurds' Opportunity

Sectarian tension is already threatening to rend the post-American Iraq.

n the three weeks since the U.S.
I withdrew from Iraq, the country

has suffered terrorist attacks
among the worst it has seen in recent
times. One followed just days after
the U.S. withdrawal on Dec. 18;
another in Baghdad on Monday killed
at least 11, in a suicide attack similar
to one just four days earlier that
killed 70.

The deterioration in security follows
a political crisis that engulfed the
country and inflamed existing sectar-
ian tensions just hours after the last
U.S. convoy left last month. The crisis
revolves around an arrest warrant
issued against Vice President Tariq
al-Hashimi, an important representa-
tive of Iraq's Sunni community. The
warrant was issued by Prime Minister
Nouri al-Maliki on the basis of Mr.
Hashimi's alleged complicity in ter-
rorism and death squads.

The vice president denies these
charges and accuses Mr. Maliki of
concocting the allegations as part of
an attempt to increase the Shia hold
on power. Mr. Maliki is head of the
Shia Islamic Dawa Party and leads a
Shia-dominated but vulnerable coali-
tion government. Unless a national
conference proposed by Kurdistan
President Masoud Barzani takes
place and reconciles the differences
between the warring factions in
Baghdad, the coalition is likely to
schism or fall apart completely.

Hence the Kurds, an important U.S.
ally in Iraq, have an opportunity to
determine the country's fate now that
American troops have left it, and to
help the country avoid another
Sunni-Shia sectarian war. As well as
being outsiders to the Arab conflict in
Baghdad, the Kurds have also given
sanctuary to Mr. Hashimi, who fled to
the Kurdish north after the warrant
was issued against him.

The Kurds can exploit the divisions in
Baghdad by handing Mr. Hashimi

over to Mr. Maliki in return for vital
concessions, or they can play nice and
promote a process of reconciliation.
Neither option is likely to resolve the
underlying issues entirely, but the
opportunities presented by the crisis
exposes what are likely to be impor-
tant dynamics in Iraq after the U.S.
military withdrawal.

Capitalizing on sectarian divisions in
Baghdad is tempting for the Kurds,
abandoned in many ways by
President Obama. Iraq is still domi-
nated by fiercely anti-Kurdish senti-
ments and hostile neighbors keen on
limiting the Kurds' autonomy.
Despite repeated requests for viable,
long-term protection, Washington
has given them nothing,

The U.S. acquiescence has embold-
ened Baghdad to renege on a series of
commitments that were made to the
Kurds in exchange for backing Mr.
Maliki's return to power in November
2010. Among these is resolving a
long-simmering dispute over the con-
stitutional status of historically
Kurdish territories. Oil-rich Kirkuk
and other territories in Diyala and
Mosul provinces are yet to be inte-
grated within Kurdistan's bound-
aries, largely because Baghdad is
intent on restricting Kurdish autono-
my with the help of neighbors like
Turkey.

The Kurds were also promised inde-
pendence to sign oil and gas contracts
with foreign investors without those
investors being penalized by
Baghdad. Kurds argue that Baghdad's
preferred model of doing business
with international oil companies is a
failed one because it fails to properly
compensate these companies for the
risks they take in investing in the
country.

Kurds point toward the divergence in
electricity supplies across different
parts of the country: Kurdistan
enjoys 24-hour supply almost all the
time, while Baghdad and the rest of
Arab Iraq spend much of each day cut
off from power. The tide further shift-
ed in the Kurds' favor in November,

when Exxon was confirmed to have
acquired interests in Kurdistan,
despite already having a contract in
the South and repeated threats from
Baghdad that the company's opera-
tions there would be suspended.

The Kurds needs Baghdad to fulfill
these commitments because the
national government still controls the
national pipeline necessary to export
oil efficiently and effectively. It also
has a military presence in the disput-
ed areas and controls a national
budget, 17% of which is constitution-
ally guaranteed to the Kurds.

But now the tables are turned. With
the Hashimi affair, Kurds have a
momentous opportunity and could
have everything for the taking. Mr.
Hashimi, who hails from the former
Baath regime, is hardly a Kurdish
ally, and has outspoken ultra-nation-
alist views toward the country's
Kurdish and Shia population. The
task of feeding Mr. Hashimi to Mr.
Maliki is made even easier because
Mr. Hashimi, a member of the
Iraqiyah bloc that won last year's
elections but failed to foster a majori-
ty to govern, has little support from
within his own bloc.

The incident has created a host of
opportunities across the political
spectrum, but it also means that the
window of opportunity for the Kurds
will close precisely when others com-
mit themselves to exploiting the
affair. Although the U.S. will oppose
any attempt to exploit these divi-
sions, the Kurds may feel that the
time is nigh to do the pragmatic thing
to help guarantee their long-term
political and security interests.

—Mr. Alaaldin is a senior associate at

CertusIntelligence and a doctoral
candidate at the London School of
Economics.l
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parties.

American officials have been pushing
Iraq's squabbling factions to resolve their
differences in a way that will benefit all
Iragis. But Washington's influence has
been seriously diminished now that

American troops are gone.

Deputy Secretary of State William
Burns and other U.S. officials met with al-
Maliki on Saturday. The State Dept. had
said Burns would encourage Iraqi politi-
cians to resolve their differences.

anws January 11, 2012

A statement released by al-Maliki's
office about their meeting made no refe-
rence to the domestic political crisis, focu-
sing instead on relations between the two
countries and Iraq's neighbors.@

SYRIA'S KURDS MISTRUST
GOVERNMENT AND OPPOSITION

By Jon Hemming
i (Reuters)

B RBIL, Iraq - Syrian
urds, the country's

! largest ethnic minority, do
i not trust President Bashar
i al-Assad, nor the opposi-
i tion, so for now have lar-
i gely kept out of the upri-
! sing against the govern-
! ment, exiled Kurdish oppo-
! sition representatives said.
! The Kurds are also wary
i of  Turkey's growing
! influence on the Arab groups
! trying to overthrow Assad,
! fearing that if they succeed,
i they will crush Kurdish
i hopes for autonomy in Syria,
i due to Ankara's opposition to
i home-rule for its own Kurds.

; "There is no trust bet-
i ween the Kurds and the Arab
i opposition that's why there
i are not huge protests in the
i Rurdish cities,” said Majed
i Youssif Dawi, a Kurdish
i member of the Syrian
i National Council main oppo-
i sition umbrella group.

"We don't have any agree-
i ments with the Arab opposi-
! tion in terms of Kurdish
i rights,” he told Reuters in
! the Iraqi Kurdish capital
i Arbil. "We don't have any
i agreement on how to change
i the system ... also the state-
! ments of the heads of the
i Arab opposition do not give
i us any reason to trust them."
!  Wnhile mainly Sunni Arab
{ cities in Syria have seen 10
i months of large, almost daily
i demonstrations against
i Assad, the mainly Kurdish

towns and cities in northeast
Syria, after initial protests,
have remained much more
calm.

“The Kurds don't support
the regime. We Kurds have
been against the Syrian
regime for more than 20
years and the Kurds were
the one of first who came out
onto the streets,” said Dr
Sarbast Nabi, a Syrian
Kurdish politics professor at
Salahaddin University in
northern Iraq's autonomous
region of Kurdistan.

Syrian Kurds clashed
with security forces for days,
leaving several dead, after
an incident at a football sta-
dium in the main Syrian
Kurdish city of Qamishli in
2004.

"At that time I was in
Damascus,"” said Nabi. "I don't
want to mention any names,
but those who are now the
heads of the opposition stood
against the demands for
Kurdish rights ... They still
support the ideology Arab-
isation and political Islam."

As well as the lack of
trust between the Kurds and
the main opposition groups,
the Syrian Kurds have deep
divisions among themselves
and are backed by different
regional players, some by the
Iraqi Kurds, and another by
the Turkish Kurd rebels, the
Kurdistan Workers Party
(PKK), independent analysts
said. :

The Syrian government
has increased its support for
the PKX as a counterweight
to Turkey's backing of the

Syrian opposition, the ana-
lysts said, and therefore the
PKK's proxies inside Syria
had not joined in the struggle
to overthrow Assad.

KURDS WARY OF
TURKEY'S ROLE

Mahmoud Mohammad
Bave Sabir, a leading mem-
ber of the Democratic Union
Kurdish Party of Syria, one
of the oldest Kurdish opposi-
tion groups, said Assad was
playing on Arab fears of
Kurdish separatism and
Kurdish fears of Arab natio-
nalism.

Any Kurdish protests, he
said, had not been met with
the same level of forces as
elsewhere, where security
forces have used live ammu-
nition and killed hundreds of
demonstrators.

That, he said, was
because Assad feared the
reaction of the many thou-
sands of Kurds living in the
capital Damascus, and the
commercial hub Aleppo,
which have until now remai-
ned much quieter than out-
lying smaller towns and
cities.

But Kurdish activists
inside Syria are still mobili-
zing the youths who took to
the streets regardless of the
Kurdish opposition parties,
said Dawi, a student activist
imprisoned for two months
in Syria before feeling to
Iraqi Kurdistan.

He is now in daily contact
with fellow activists in the
Kurdish towns and cities
inside Syria as well as lob-

bying for greater recognition

of Kurdish rights

from

within the main opposition
umbrella group based in the

Turkish city of Istanbul.

The support for the oppo-
sition by Turkey's govern- :
ment, which evolved from a |
series of banned Islamist |
parties, has led to Sunni
Arab Islamist groups coming
to the fore of the protests, i
the Syrian Kurdish repre- i

sentatives said.

If those groups came to
power, the Syrian Kurds i
said, they would likely still !
pursue the Arab nationalist i
policies of the Assad govern- !
ment and stand in the way of |
Kurdish demands for self- i
rule, similar to that of Irag's |

Kurdish autonomous zone.

"I think the revolution in
Syria has not remained in :
the hands of the Syrian peo- |
ple, but has become a conflict |

between the

regional

powers," said student acti- i

vist Dawi.

"We should not

trust those big countries !
because they are putting

their own interests first."

"We are afraid of any |
Turkish role inside Syria,” !
said Professor Nabi. 'I am
sure Turkey will face strong
Kurdish resistance in Syria." i

For now, he said, Syria's :
Kurds were keeping their !
powder dry, awaiting the out- i
come of the uprising, but i
were ready to fight to defend i

their rights when needed.

"T don't believe they will i
remain neutral because they i
are obliged to defend them- !
selves, either against the :
regime, or after it changes
because then the struggle |

will become multi sided."
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L'Etat turcreste arc-bouté sur la neégation
‘dugénocide arménien

Istanbul
Correspondance

ne «monstruosité». D'un

mot, le premier ministre

turc, Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan, avait condamné le Monu-
ment de 'humanité, une statue
colossale inachevée symbolisant
la réconciliation entre la Turquie

.et 'Arménie, a Kars, dans l'est du

pays, en janvier 2011. La sculpture
a été démembrée quelques mois
plustard.Les grues sontentrées en
action le 24 avril... jour anniversai-
re du déclenchement du génocide
arménien de 1915. -

A lgdir, plus au sud, le long de
cette frontiére close entre la Tur-
quie et I'Arménie, une autre
«oeuvre » se dresse face a Erevan,
sans étre inquiétée par les bulldo-
zers: le Monument du genoc1de
contre les Turcs, érigé a la mémoi-
re des Turcs massacrés par des
Arméniens, caricature a I'extréme
le déni officiel, toujours omnipré-
sént dans le paysage.

Un boulevard du centre de la
capitale, Ankara, et une école a
Istanbul portent ainsi le nom du
principal ordonnateur des crimes
de 1915, Talaat Pacha, tué en 19212
Berlin par un rescapé du génocide.
Et sa dépouille, rendue par Adolf
Hitler en 1943, repose dans un
mausolée sur la colline de la Liber-
té, a Istanbul, aux cdétés d’autres
héros du modernisme turc.

Présd’unsiécle apres les faits, la
Turquie refuse toujours de quali-
fier de «génocide » la déportation
et les massacres organisés de12a
1,5milliond’Arméniens parle gou-
vernement nationaliste Jeunes-
Turcs. Elle admet des «déplace-
mentsde populations » et des mas-
sacres réciproques, oll 3000004
500000 Arméniens périrent,
dans le contexte de la premiere
guerre mondiale.

«Il n'y a aucun génocide dans
notre histoire », a proclamé récem-
ment M. Erdogan, fidéle 2 ladoctri-
ne instaurée par ses prédéces-
seurs. La Turquie mobilise tou-
jours d’importants moyens pour
lutter contre ce qu'elle nomme
«les allégations arméniennes d'un
prétendu génocide ».

«La négation du génocide armé-
nien est une industrie », lance I'uni-
versitaire Taner Akcam, I'un des
premiers intellectuels turcs a avoir

_dénoncé laversionofficiélle del’his-
toire. « C’est une structure, une poli-

tique d’Etat de premiére importan-
ce, continue-t-il. I faut réaliser que
P'on n’est pas face a un simple déni,
mais a un régime négationniste. La
négationvabienau-dela dela défen-
sed’un ancienrégime, dont les insti-
tutions et I'idéologie se sont.tradui-
tes par un génocide. Le déni nourrit
Jusqu’a aujourd’hui une politique
d’agression continue, a l'intérieur
comme a l'extérieur de la Turquie,
contre tous ceux qui s'opposent a
cette idéologie négationniste. »

11 suffit de naviguer sur les sites
gouvernementaux turcs pour en
avoir unapercu.Celuiduministére
de la culture consacre la moitié de
ses dossiers historiques a la néga-
tion du genoc1de de 1915. Quant
aux services de renseignements, le
MIT, ils revendiquent eux-mémes
la filiation directe avec I'Organisa-
tion spéciale (Teskilat-i-Mahsusa),
fondée en 1914 et dont le réle fut
central dans les massacres.

M. Akcam rappelle aussi la créa-
tion, en 2001, par le Conseil natio-
nalde sécurité,la plushaute instan-
ce constitutionnelle turque, d'un

R

Alstanbul, le mausolée de Talaat Pacha, muustre de l’mteneur a partu'
de1913 et organisateur du génocide arménien en 1915. MaTHIAS DEPARDON

Comité de coordination de la lutte
contreles accusations infondées de
génocide (Asimkk), rassemblant
desreprésentants des grandsminis-
téres régaliens (défense, justice,
intérieur, affaires étrangéres, édu-
cation, culture) et des militaires.

«LaTurquie
n'aime pas qu'on lui
rafraichisse
lamémoire »

Taner Akgam
historien et sociologue turc

Ce comité, mis sur pied a 'épo-
que du vote en France de la loi
reconnaissant le génocide armé-
nien, était plus ou moins en som-
meil depuis 2006, mais risque de
reprendre du service.

Autre exemple de ce négation- ‘

nisme d’Etat, le département de
recherchesarméniennesdel’Insti-
tut d'histoire turque (TTK), une ins-
titution fondée sous Kemal Ata-

tiirk et chargée de nourrirlarhéto-
rique historique officielle.

Pour cet organe, les Arméniens
de 'Empire ottoman en 1915 sont
assimilés en bloc a des «traitres»
ou a des «terroristes », alliés aux
troupes russes. C’est cette version
del’histoire quel'onretrouve, jus-
qu’'a aujourd’hui, dans tous les
livres scolaires, et qui baigne cha-
que écolier turc de la maternelle a
I'université. «La Turquie a poursui-
vi une politique d’amnésie volon-
taire et de tactique dilatoire. Elle a
poussé le sujet sous le tapis, préten-
du qu'il n‘existait pas et espéré que
tout le monde aurait la mémoire
courte. C'est pour cela qu'il y a tant
de colére contre la France. La Tur-
quien’aime pas qu'onluirafraichis-
se la mémoire », estime M. Akcam.

Mais le centenaire du génocide,
en 2015,approcheetlaTurquies’in-
quiéte de la campagne internatio-
nale qui s’annonce. La proposition
de loi présentée en France, adop-
tée par 'Assemblée nationale le
22décembre 2011 et sur laquelle le
Sénat doit se prononcer lundi
23janvier, n’en est qu’une premie-
re étape. D'autres pays pourraient
a-leur tour reconnaitre officielle-
ment le génocide de 1915, notam-
ment les Etats-Unis, ol1laquestion
estréguliérement soulevée.

Pour contrer ces revendica-
tions dans les pays oi1 vivent de
fortes communautés arménien-
nes,laTurquie nelésine passurles
moyens. « L’Etat déploie des res-
sources incalculables pour que la
Turquie ne soit pas accusée de
génocide», explique Samim
Akgonill, professeur a l’umvemte
de Strasbourg.

AuxEtats-Unis, la puissante Tur-
kish Coalition of America dispose
de 3,5millions de dollars par an
(2,5millions d’euros) pour finan-
cer des actions de lobbying aupres
d'élus, des chaires universitaires

" ou des campagnes publicitaires.

En France aussi des associations
etdes sites Internet sont créés pour
propagerles théses de'histoire offi-
cielle.Le Fonds gouvernementalde
promotion de la Turquie édite bro-
chures et livres promotionnels. Et,
pour porter le message, un comité
Talaat-Pacha a été créé en 2006
autour de politiciens tels que I'an-
cien leader chypriote turc Rauf
Denktas. Ce rassemblement natio-
naliste a organisé des défilés a Ber-
lin, 3 Lausanne et, en 2011, 2 Paris.®

GUILLAUME PERRIER
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Privately, U.S. gives Iran

a stern warning

WASHINGTON

; Us'ing secret channel,
ayatollah told that closing
strait would elicit action

BY ELISABETH BUMILLER,
ERIC SCHMITT AND THOM SHANKER

- The Obama administration is relying on
a secret channel of communication to
warn the supreme leader of Iran, Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei, that closing the Strait
of Hormuzis a “redline’” that would pro-
voke a response from Washington, ac-
cording to U.S. government officials.

The-officials declined to describe the
unusual contact between the two gov-
ernments or say whether there had
been an Iramian reply. Senior Obama ad-
ministration officials have said publicly

“that Iran would cross a “red line” if it
‘made good on recent threats to close the

. strait, a'strategjcally crucial waterway

. connecting key-oil producers to the Gulf
of Oman and beyond, where 16 million
barrels of oil — about a fifth of. the

. world’ ] trade — flow through every day..

Administration officials and- Iran ana-
lysts said they continued to believe that
threats from Iran to close the strait were
bluster, coming as sanctions over its.nu-

clear program take a-deeper bite out:of -
its ecohomy and what. appears. t_o be a

covert war against it escalates.

The latest victim of that presul’ried
war, Mostafa Ahmadi Roshan, an Iranian

nuclear scientist, was buried Friday as
“hundreds of chanting mourners carried
his flag-draped coffin, Reuters reported.
The United States has denied responsi-

Anarrowand -
vulnerable strait

The shipping lanes through the Stralt of
Hormuz are only about ten kllometers
or six miles, wide and are vulnerable to.
attack by mlssnes The strait could also
be mined, and ships could easily be
attacked by armed Iranian speedboats.

bility, though Israel has not. Despite the
sanctions, Iran has continued to pursue
its nuclear program, which it says is en-
tirely peaceful and is protected under the
Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty. The
West suspects it is pursuing a bomb.
Citing  unidentified diplomatic
sources, Reuters also reported that a
high-level United Nations team' from
the International Atomic Energy
Agency was expected to visit Tehran
soon to discuss the agency’s growing
concerns. Its chief safeguards inspec-

‘tor, Herman Nackaerts; its assistant di-

rector general, Rafael Grossi; and other
senior officials will probably visit
around Jan. 28, it was reported.

The secret communication channel

between*Washington and Tehran was .

chosen to underscore privately to Iran
the depth of U.S. concern about rising
tensions over the strait, where U.S. nav-
al officials say their biggest fear is that

_an overzealous naval captain from the

Iranian Revolutionary  Guards Corps
could do something provocative on his
own, setting off a larger crisis. ’

“If you ask me what keeps me awake
at night, it’s the Strait of Hormuz and
the business going on” in the Gulf, Adm.
Jonathan W. Greenert, the ¢hief of naval
operations, said in Washington this past
week.

Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, the chair-
man of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, said
last weekend that the United States
would ‘““take action and reopen the

strait,” which could be accomplished

only by military means, including mine-
sweepers, warship escorts and, poten-
tially, airstrikes. Defense Secretary Le-

on E. Panetta told troops in Texas on

Thursday that the United States would

Sources: University of Texas; U.S. Office of Naval Intelligence

not tolerate Iran’s closing of the strait.

For Iran, blocking the route for the
vast majority of its petroleum exports —
and for its food and consumer imports
— would amount to economic suicide.
“They would basically be taking a vow
of poverty with themselves,”’ said Den-
nis B. Ross, who until last month was
one of President Barack Obama’s most
influential advisers on Iran. “I don’t
think they’re in such a mood of self-sac-
rifice’

But Pentagon officials, who plan for
every contingency, said that, however
unlikely, Iran does have the military ca-
pability to close the strait. Although Ira-
nian naval forces are hardly a match for
those of the United States, for two de-
cades Iran has been investing in the
weaponry of asymmetric warfare:
mines, fleets of heavily armed speed-
boats and anti-ship cruise missiles hid-

“The simple answer is yes,

they can block it.”

den along Iran’s 1,600 Kilometers, or
1,000 miles, of Gulf coastline.

‘“The simple answer is yes, they can
block it,”” General Dempsey said on CBS
last Sunday.

Estimates by naval analysts of how
long it could take for U.S. forces to re-
open the strait range from a day to sev-
eral months, but the consensus is that
while Iranian naval forces could inflict
damage, they would ultimately be de-
stroyed.

‘“Their surface fleet would be at the
bottom of the ocean, but they could
score a lucky hit,” said Michael Connell,
the director of the Iranian studies pro-
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gram at the Center for Naval Analysis, a
research organization for the U.S. Navy
and Marine Corps. ‘‘An anti-ship cruise-

" missile could disable a carrier.”

Iran has two navies: one of big ships
dating from the era of the shah, and the
other of fast-attack speedboats and
guerrilla tactics under the politically
favored Revolutionary Guards. Senior
U.S. naval officers say that the Iranian
Navy is for the most part professional
and predictable but that the Revolution-
ary Guards Corps, which has responsi-
bility for operations in the Gulf, is not.

“You get cowboys who do their own

" thing,” Mr. Connell said.

The Revolutionary Guards Corps has
been steadily building and buying faster

. missile boats and stockpiling what U.S.

experts say are at least 2,000 naval

. mines, Many are relatively primitive

and easy to slip into the water.
“Iran’s credible mining threat can be
an effective deterrent to potential en-

emy forces,” an unclassified report by
the Office of Naval Intelligence, the U.S.
Navy’s intelligence arm, concluded in
2009. ““The Strait of Hormuz is a narrow
choke point that could be mined effec-
tively in a relatively short amount of
time.’

Although the United States would re-
spond with minesweepers, analysts
said U.S. naval forces might encounter
layers of simultaneous attacks. The Ira-
nians could launch anti-ship missiles
from their coastline, islands or oil plat-
forms and at the same time surround
any U.S. ship with missile-armed speed-
boats. “The immediate issue is to get
the mines,” Mr. Connell said. ‘“But
they’re going to have to deal with the
anti-ship cruise missiles, and you’ll
have small boats swarming, and it’s all
going to be happening at the same
time”” . ‘

The United States could take out the

anti-ship missile launchers with strikes

International Herald Eribune

JANUARY 14.15, 2012

from fighter jets or missiles, but ana-
lysts said it could take time to do so be-
cause the launchers on shore were mo-
bile and often camouflaged.

The tight squeeze of the strait, which
is 54 kilometers wide at its narrowest
point, offers little maneuvering room for
warships. ‘1t would be like a knife fight
in a phone booth,” said a senior U.S.
Navy officer. The strait’s shipping lanes
are even narrower: The inbound and
outbound lanes are each just over three
kilometers wide, with only a similarly
wide stretch separating them.

U.S. officials indicated that the recent
and delicate messages expressing con-
cern about the Strait of Hormuz were
conveyed through a channel other than
the Swiss government, which the
United States has often used as a neu-
tral party to relay diplomatic messages
to Tehran

KEEP PRESSING IRAN

With tensions rising over Iran’s nuclear program, the Obama
administration has warned Ayatollah Ali Khamenei that
Iran’s threat to close the Strait of Hormuz would provoke an
American response. Earlier this week, international monitors
confirmed that Iran has begun enriching uranium at anew
underground plant. The United States and Europe are tight-
ening sanctions to choke off Iranian oil revenues. On Wednes-
day, an Iranian nuclear scientist died in a bomb attack en
route to work, and a governinent newspaper signaled that
the 1slamic Revolutionary Guards Corps might retaliate.

Many officials, experts and commentators increasingly ex-
pect some kind of military confrontation. No one should want
to see Iran acquire a nuclear weapon. But a military strike on
the nuclear facilities would be a disaster. ‘ '

1tis unclear whether any mix of sanctions and inducements
could persuade Tehran to abandon its nuclear ambitions. There
is another option besides force: negotiations with the United
States and other major powers over curbing Iran’s program in
exchange for ending sanctions and diplomatic isolation.

“The United Nations Security Council demanded that Iran
stop enriching uranium more than five years ago. Iran claims
it only wants access to nuclear technology for electricity and
other peaceful purposes. But that excuse is hollow. The major
powers have said that power generation would be guaran-

International Herald ribune JANUARY 14-15, 2012

teed if Iran abandons its weapons ambitions. Instead, Iranis
still enriching uranium and mastering other technologies
that would allow it to build a nuclear weapon. Accordingto
the latest report from U.N. inspectors, Iran has created com- -
puter models of nuclear explosions, conducted experiments
on nuclear triggers and completed advanced research on a
warhead that could be delivered by a medium-range missile.

Economic pressure could be more effective if the Security
Council ratcheted up its existing sanctions. A new round has
been delayed by opposition from Russia and China.

A new U.S. law that would penalize foreign companies that
do business with Iran’s cential bank and an oil embargo that

-European Union foreign ministers plan to approve on Jan. 23

could have an even bigger impact. The Obama administra-
tion and Eurdpean officials seem likely to phase in these
sanctions in a way that limits the damage to the world econo-
my. Japan has pledged to buy less Iranian oil, China and '
South Korea are looking for alternative suppliers, and India’s
intent is unclear. Tehran is more likely to respond if all the
major importers apply pressure together.

The Americans and Europeans are working with Turkey to
set up a new round of negotiations with Iran in Istanbul. The
Iranians need to know that the economic pressure will not let
up until they stop the nuclear program.

Arab League chief voices fear of civil war in Syria

AMMAN

. Protests against President Bashar al-
Assad erupted in several Syrian cities
on Friday, activists said, and the Arab
League chief said he feared the unrest
could degenerate into a civil war.

Security forces killed a demonstrator
in the northwestern town of 1dlib and a
17-year-old youth in the central city of

- Hama, the London-based Syrian Obser-
vatory. for Human Rights said, adding
that five people had been wounded
when security forces fired on demon-
strators in the town of Kafr Shams, out-
side Damnascus. The Local Coordination

Committees, another activist group, put
the death toll at eight, mcludmg two in
Homs and two in Hama.

Armed clashes now punctuate what
began in March as a nonviolent protest
movement.

‘Yes, 1 fear a civil war, and the events
that we see and hear about now could
lead to a civil war,” Nabil al-Araby, head
of the Arab League, said in an interview
with Al Hayat Television in Egypt. “‘Any
problems in Syria will have con-
sequences for the neighboring states.”

Mr. Araby said the bloodshed had
abated somewhat since the observers
arrived.

- The United Nations secretary gener-
al, Ban Ki-moon, starting a visit to Leb-

anon, told An Nahar, a Beirut daily, that
he had repeatedly urged Syria to halt
killings that have turned unrest against
Mr. Assad into one of the bloodiest of the -
Arab uprisings.

“The Syrian authorities must re-
spond to the legitimate democratic aspi-
rations of the Syrian people,”’ he said,
adding that the Security Council, so far
divided over Syria, should find a way to
speak with one voice on the issue.

Protests flared after Friday Prayer in
some areas of Damascus. In Latakia, a
port. city, one activist said that people
near a mosque chanted, ‘“The people
want the fall of the regime,’ the phrase
popularized in the Arab Spring, begin-
ning with the Tunisian revolution.
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he rift rises between Iraq and

Turkey as Irag summons
Turkish ambassador to call on his
government to consider the
“necessity of avoiding anything
that might disturb” the ties. The
move comes amid the already
chilly atmosphere between
Ankara and Baghdad due to the
former’s attitude to the latter’s
Shiite-led government’s action to
arrest Irag’s Vice President.
Turkish Prime Minister warned his
Iragi counterpart over the action,
warning that his action will hurt the
country’s democracy and urging
him to reduce the tension. His
calls were harshly slammed by
Iragi Prime Minister who expres-
sed surprise of Turkey’s “interfe-
rence" in his country's internal
affairs, declaring his determina-
tion not to “allow that absolutely.”

Iraq passes through a dangerous
period as the “big mosaic rock’
between Shiite and Sunni ulti-
mately exploded, causing an
unprecedented political turmoil
and uproar in “new Iraq.” The
Kurds found themselves automat-
ically involved in the game which
as well attracted several countries
including the United States,
Turkey and Iran primarily. Saudi
Arabia, Qatar and Syria are reck-
oned sides to the turmoil. Unless
a compromise is reached, the
domestic, regional and even inter-
national risks are high.

Much of the turmoil is attributed to
the Syrian epic and the emerging
authoritarianism in Iraq. Irag’s
Shiite-led government sided with
Iran and Syrian government on
several occasions including its
allegedly financial support to the
Syria regime and the objection to
the Arab League’s decision in
order to maintain the regime in
power. Rather to contain the
regional Sunni powerhouse’s

anger, Iraq’s attitudes flew them
into fury. Most of the Gulf coun-
tries and Turkey have felt discom-
fort against Syria's partnership
and Irag’s close relations with
Iran.

The League’s strong activism in
conjunction with Turkey’'s support
on Syria is partially considered
within this context. Together with
Turkey, the influential Arab coun-
tries are yet to yank Syria out of
Iran's satellite of influence;
Baghdad travels closer to Iran,
making them furious.

In addition to that, Irag’s Prime
Minister Nouri al-Maliki has a ten-
dency to strengthen Shiite's grasp
on power which is perhaps aimed
at buttressing the “Shiite
Crescent.” Since the Obama
administration decided the with-
drawal of troops from lraq, Maliki
has reportedly increased the
already launched underlying cam-
paign, mainly targeting the Sunni.
The broad campaign of arrests
and dismissal is excused by alle-
gations that the former Ba’ath
members plot to overthrow the
government, or the continuation of
de-Ba’athification, or a deal
agreed with Syrian government by
which it provided information
about Ba'ath members to lIraqi
government in return for political
and economic support.

However, most of the observers
are skeptical about these allega-
tions. There is one logical reason
that explains the reality behind the
campaign: Maliki's ambitions to
neutralize Iraq’s Sunni figures and
their regional allies as well as his
other political rivals.

That makes the Kurds extremely
worry: the arrest warrant against
Vice President Tariq al-Hashimi is
politically motivated. Should that
not be the case, the Kurds would
react differently while hoping to
prevent being involved in any

inter-sectarian tension. Yet, they
cannot remain bystander to the
ongoing efforts that are principally
aimed at marginalizing political
factions and disturbing the power
distribution. The Kurds have
always pushed for decentraliza-
tion in power, converse to Maliki's
ambitions to centralize it. All in all,
the Kurds expect the worst sce-
nario in which Maliki’'s campaign
extends to include them.

Turkey is paricularly concerned
about Iraq’s turmoil. Iran and
Maliki have a genius for getting on
Turks nerves. lIraq’s territorial
integrity and the establishment of
a potent broad-based government
in Baghdad are considered
Turkey’s top priorities.

The polarization of Iraq’s Arabs,
which is a result of the current tur-
moil, would lead to dangerous
consequences for Turkey. Though
Turkey considers Sunnis a bul-
wark against Iran’s influence and
a balancing factor against the
Shiite, a Turkish-Sunni-Kurdish
axis would be good to practice
pressure on the Shiite and Iran
but might not be effectively favor-
able to Turkish policy on lraq.

Turkey’s exclusion or marginaliza-
tion of Shiite would greatly affect
Turkish interests in Baghdad,
deepen the division of the region
and Irag’s society on ethnic or reli-
gious bases and increase the like-
lihood of lrag’s territorial disman-
tlement. In either case, its nation-
al interests are at stake. As far as
Turkey has to involve in Iraqg’s pol-
itics, it should seek to achieve a
sort of balance in its attitudes
towards Iraq’s different religious
and ethnic segments and suc-
cessfully engage them in a power-
sharing process.

In this regard, Iran’s position is
quite important to Turkey. It would
not be surprise to expect that Iran
had an upper hand behind the

Iraq’s Turmoil: Likelihoods to Open
up Pandora’s Box for Turkey

The polarization of Iraq’s Arabs, which is a result of the current turmoil, would lead to
dangerous consequences for Turkey, warns Idrees Mohammed.

current turmoil in Iraq not only to
hit Irag’s Sunni but to convey a
clear message to Saudi Arabia,
Qatar and Turkey. Indeed, Turkey
scrambled to believe that Iran
played this role. Earlier, Iran has
several times expressed a deep
dismay to Turkey's policy towards
Syria and its alignment with the
West.

In the meantime, Iran faces tough
sanctions and is coming under
increasing pressure from the
West. To strengthen the position
in defending its interests, Iran
made regular threats against
Turkey and the West. For Turkey,
Iranian  manipulation greatly
endangers Turkish national inter-
ests and vice versa. Accordingly,
striking an agreement with Iran is
crucial to Turkey’s policy towards
Iraq, thereby its stability. This was
a key reason of Davutoglu’s late
visit to Iran.

Irag’s turmoil can have critical
ramifications for the whole region.
It would especially be dangerous,
not if al-Hashmi is convicted of
running death squads, but if cer-
tain regional countries are convict-
ed of supporting such squads
through him. On the other hand,
deepening the polarization of
Irag’s Arab society, the emer-
gence of authoritarian rule and a
narrow-based government in
Baghdad would have unintended
consequences to Turkey. Unless
Turkey manages otherwise, its
prioritized interests are in jeop-
ardy, including the opening up of a
Pandora’s box of domestic situa-
tion.
PAg<aks
Idrees Mohammed
Observer of Turkey's foreign policy.
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Iraq Lashes Out at Turkey as
Sunni-Shiite Rift Grows

By JOE PARKINSON in Istanbul and
SAM DAGHER in Erbil, Iraq

dor on Monday to protest what it

called Ankara's meddling in Iraqi
politics, the latest sign of a rising rift
between Sunni Turkey and its Shiite
neighbors.

raq summoned Turkey's ambassa-

Iraq's government was angered by
recent warnings from Turkish leaders
that Sunni-Shiite tensions in Iraq could
engulf the entire Islamic world, as well
as by Turkey's support for a Sunni rival
to Iraq's Shiite prime minister, Nouri
al-Maliki.

"Turkey interferes by backing certain
political figures and blocs” in Irag, Mr.
Maliki told The Wall Street Journal last
month. "I believe Turkey is unqualified
to intervene in the region's flash
points.” In a weekend interview with
Arabic language Al-Hurra TV station,
Mr. Maliki went further.
"Unfortunately, Turkey is playing a role
that could lead to a catastrophe or civil
war in the region,” he said.

Iraqi officials were particularly angered
by public Turkish comments on the
case of Tariq al-Hashemi, Iraq's Sunni
vice president. Mr, Hashemi took
refuge in Kurdish-ruled northern Irag
late last year, after the government
accused him of leading death squads
against Shiites.

But analysts say the rapid deterioration
of relations between Ankara and
Baghdad also reflects the wider con-
flicting interests of Sunni Turkey and
Shiite Iran in the wake of the U.S.
drawdown from Iraq and of the Arab
Spring, now lapping at the borders of
both Iraq and Turkey, in Syria.

Turkey's Foreign Minister Ahmet
Davutoglu warned on the eve of a visit
to Tehran earlier this month against
the risk of a "Cold War" developing
between Shiites and Sunnis across the
Middle East.

"Tension is now rising between Turkey

and Iran and it will be increasingly dif-
ficult to manage as it's being aggravat-
ed by sectarian tensions. These prob-
lems are likely to be long-term; I don't
see an easy solution,” said Sinan Ulgen,
a visiting scholar at the Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace,

Baghdad's concerns also have been
fueled lately by fears that Syria's upris-
ing is developing into a Sunni insur-
gency that Mr. Maliki has said could
spread "like a house on fire,” into Iraq.
A fresh wave of violence has killed
more than 200 Iraqis since the end of
the U.S. military mission on Dec. 18.

Unlike Iraq, which is majority Shiite,
Syria is about 75% Sunni, but it is gov-
erned mainly by a minority of Alawites,
a Shiite sect. Syria's President Bashar
al-Assad's Tehran-backed regime has
expressed deep anger and distrust of
Ankara due to its decision to provide
haven to mainly Sunni Syrian rebels.

Turkey says its actions are purely
humanitarian, made in the face of
Syria's brutal crackdown on protesters.
It also denies any effort to meddle in
Iraqi politics.

Turkish analysts say Ankara is a reluc-
tant hard-power player in the region.
for all its neo-Ottoman pretensions,
Only a year ago, Mr. Assad was Exhibit
A in Turkey's "zero-problems-with-
neighbors" foreign policy. That
approach boosted relations and trade
with neighboring Muslim regimes,
while downgrading ties with former
ally Israel. The Arab Spring, however,
upended that policy as allies such as
former Libyan leader Moammar
Gadhafi were pushed aside and Shiite-
Sunni tensions rose across the region.
In a major change, Turkey agreed last
fall to host a North Atlantic Treaty
Organization missile-defense system,
which was designed by the U.S. to con-
tain Iran.

Turkish and U.S. diplomats say they
now cannot remember a time when
cooperation between Ankara and
Washington was closer, after a period
of significant strain in 2009-2010.

"When Prime Minister Erdogan came
to Washington in 2009, he sounded
almost like the ambassador from Iran.
Now he sounds quite different...After a
period of suspicion, Turkey and the
United States have come closer togeth-
er," said Stephen Kinzer, a visiting pro-
fessor of international relations at
Boston University.

Turkish officials insist relations with
Tehran remain strong. Turkey buys
around 30% of its oil from Iran and is
the second-largest consumer of Iranian
gas, after Russia. Official data shows
that Turkey's bilateral trade volume
with Iraq in 2011 jumped by nearly
50% on the year to $11 billion, with
much of the increase coming in the
Shiite-dominated  areas around
Baghdad and in the South.

In an interview inside Iraqi Kurdistan
this month, Mr. Hashemi said that
while his political bloc had received
advice from Turkey and others, it was
no tool for outside powers. "I am not
part of the Turkish geopolitical proj-
ect,” said Mr. Hashemi. He criticized
Mr. Maliki's "conspiratorial” mind and
said that his frequent visits to Turkey
last year were mostly private.

Still there is little disguising the build-
ing tensions between Ankara and its
Shiite neighbors, including Tehran.

In December, Ankara sought an expla-
nation from Tehran after Hussain
Ibrahimi, chief of the Iranian parlia-
ment's national-security committee,
told an Iranian newspaper that if Iran
were to be attacked, its first retaliatory
strike would be against the NATO mis-
sile defense radar in eastern Turkey.

Earlier, in October, a key aide to
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khameini told Iran's Mehr news
agency that Turkey should radically
rethink its policies on Syria, the NATO
missile shield and promoting secular-
ism in the Arab world. Otherwise,
Ankara would face trouble from its own
people and neighbors, he said.

Q00O
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L'embargo européen sur le pétrole iranien
obtenu au prix de lourdes tractations

La Grece, I'Ttalie et 'Espagne se.sont inquiétées de I'impact des sanctions sur leur économie

Bruxelles
Bureau européen

es ministres européens des
affaires étrangeres, réunis a

Bruxelles, lundi 23janvier,
devaient décider du passage a une
phaseinédite des sanctions contre
le régime iranien. Soucieux d’em-
pécher ce qui est percu comme
une course iranienne a 'arme ato-
mique, les Vingt-Sept entendent,
cettefois, viser directementlesres-
sources financiéres de I'Iran. Les
ministres devaient décréter a la
fois un arrét des achats de pétrole
iranien, un gel des transactions
avecla Banque centrale iranienne,
Tinterdiction des investissements
dans le secteur pétrochimique et
la vente d’'or, de diamants et de
métaux précieux allran.

Un doute subsistait, lundi
matin,quant alanécessitéde geler
les avoirs de la banque Tejarat, la
principale banque commerciale
du pays, utilisée par certains
constructeurs automobiles euro-
péens, trés présentsen Iran, et aus-
si des missions diplomatiques.

Ladécision la plus spectaculaire
des Européens, a savoir 'embargo
sur le pétrole, devait concerner les
achats et le transport de brut ira-
nien, lefinancementetlesassuran-
ces de contrats pétroliers, ainsi
que les achats de pétrole iranien
par des compagnies européennes
ades pays tiers.

Les discussions préparatoires a
la réunion de lundi ont été diffici-

les. Les diplomates avaient pour

mission de faire des propositions -

fermes mais qui ne déstabilise-
raient pas 'ensemble du. marché
mondial et tiendraient compte
des difficultés de certains Etats
membres. .
En 2011, T'Ttalie a couvert 13,3%
de saconsommation de pétrole par
des importations d’'Iran. L'Iran
représente 9,6% des besoins en
pétrole de I'Espagne. La Gréce a
assuré, laméme année, 22,6 % desa
consommationgraceal'fran...Plon-
gée dans les difficultés financiéres
que I'on sait, la Gréece acquiert ce
pétrole a crédit et sans garantie, ce
quaucun autre pays producteur
n'accepterait sans doute.

Les sanctions
ne débuteraient
qu'au1”juillet pour
permettre de trouver
d’autres sources
d’approvisionnement

A Yissue de rudes discussions,
avec Athénes notamment, un com-
promis a été trouvé. 1l restait aux
ministres a définir, lundi, la date
précise d'entrée en vigueur des
sanctions pétroliéres. Divers sour-
ces évoquaient le 17 juillét, a l'issue
d’undélaidetransition permettant
a la fois de mettre un terme aux
contrats de livraison en cours et de
trouver d’autres sourcesd'approvi-

sionnement. L’Arabie saoudite

. serait prétea augmenter sa produc-

tion. Les Européens comptent éga-

_lementsurlaLibye, quienrevienta

son niveau de production d'avant

.I'intervention armée de 2011.

Le gel des transactions avec la
Banque centraleiraniennecompor:
tera, luj aussi, des exceptions, afin
de ne pas mettre en péril I'ensem-
ble des relations commerciales
avee des entités iraniennes qui ne

sont pas visées par les sanctions.

LTranest, aujourd’hui, un partenai-
re important de I'Union: en 2010,
ce pays-a importé des biens euro-
péens 3 hauteur de 13,3 milliards
d'euros et exporté vers les Vingt-
Sept pour 14,5 milliards d’euros.
Trois Etats - Ia France, le Royau-
me-Uni et I’Allemagne - avaient
proposé un plan de sanctions dés
février2009, afin d’appuyer les
Etats-Unis dans leur tentative de
reglement dudossiernucléaireira-
nien. Pres de deux ans plus tard,
P'unanimité des Européens a enfin
été obtenue. Au fil des différentes
décisions, 433 sociétés iraniennes
et 133 personnes ont été visées par
des sanctions. .
Conscientequeson plande sanc-
tions n’atteindra son objectif que
s'il est appuyé par d’autres grands
clients de I'Iran, en premier lieu la
Chine, I'Union européentie (UE) a
publié, -vendredi 20janvief, un
communiqué appelant a la reprise
du dialogue politique avec Téhé-
ran.Lahautereprésentante de'UE,
Catherine Ashton, a indiqué atten-

dre encore la réponse de Téhéran i
une lettre qu'elle leur a envoyé le
210ctobre. Une délégation iranien-
ne, en visite en Chine, a affirmé, le
méme jour, sa volonté de repren-
dre ses discussions. « Rhétorique
habituelle», commentait,” lundi
matin, un diplomate bruxellois.

Le passage a des sanctions
visant le cceur de I'économie ira-
nienne résulte pour partie d'un
intense «lobbying» francais
-méme si on eut préféré, a Paris,
que les choses aillent plus vite, et
que I'embargo pétrolier entre'en
ceuvre au bout de trois mois, au
lieudesix. Cet effort diplomatique
s'inscritdans un contexte lourd de
spéculations sur la possibilité, dés
cet été, d'une attaque aérienne
israélienne contre 'lran.

Selon Nicolas Sarkozy, qui s'ex-
primait trois jours avant la réu-
nion européenne, la «seule solu-
tion» pour «éviter une interven-
tion militaire » qui «déchainerait
la guerre et le chaos au Moyen-
Orient », « c’est un régime de sanc-
tions beaucoup plus fort ». « Ceux
qui n'en veulent pas, a-t-il ajouté,
porteront laresponsabilité d'un ris-
que de déchainement militaire. »

Lundi, leministre israélien char-
gé du renseignement, Dan Meri-
dor, a salué le «durcissement » des
sanctions européennes, y voyant
un pas «important» et jugeant
que de telles mesures avaient
«une chance de réussir». @ ‘

JEAN-PIERRE STROOBANTS AVEC
NATALIE NOUGAYREDE (A PARIS)

PARIS, 19 jan 2012 (AFP)

Eutelsat suspend la chaine kurde Roj TV,

condamnée pour son soutien au PKK

"Dans ces conditions, Eutelsat a décidé de suspendre la présence de Roj TV sur

L'OPERATEUR satellitaire européen Eutelsat Communications a décidé
jeudi de suspendre la présence de la chaine kurde de télévision Roj TV sur
ses satellites, aprés sa condamnation au Danemark pour "soutien a une
organisation terroriste” pour ses liens avec le PKK.

"Aux termes dun jugement rendu le 10 janvier 2012, le tribunal de Copenhague,
saisi par le Ministére public danois, a établi que la chaine de télévision Roj TV
est un organe du Parti des Travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK), tant au regard de
leurs liens financiers que structurels et opérationnels”, indique Eutelsat dans un

communiqué.

ses satellites pour ne pas &tre en situation de se rendre complice dune activité

terroriste”,

Eutelsat a également demandé *aux distributeurs qui diffusent Roj TV a travers
des capacités louées sur ses satellites de suspendre Ia diffusion de cette

chaine”.

Le Tribunal municipal de Copenhague a estimé que la chaine de télévision Roj
TV avait "soutenu I'activité de l'organisation" de février 2008 a septembre 2010,
et I'a condamnée le 10 janvier pour "soutien a une organisation terroriste” pour
ses liens avec le PKK. La chaine kurde a fait appel du jugement.

62
























Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

If the SNC fully recognizes the Kurdish Bill of Rights, we will join the
SNC fully. Because we are very concerned that the SNC is so much
influenced by Turkey now, they may postpone guaranteeing our
rights until after the regime falls. Therefore we ask for a recognition
of these rights in order to become a draft for a new constitution.

So you want a written guarantee from the SNC?

We want a guarantee written and published internationally. The
important thing to realize is that if we get our full rights, Turkey will
be obliged to grant full rights to Turkey's Kurdish population. If the
Kurds were to get recognition in the Syrian constitution, Turkey will
give similar if not more rights to the Kurds in Turkey. Syria is the key
player.

Change in Syria means change in Lebanon, Turkey, and Iran. Iran
will be isolated because Iran's connection with Hezbollah would not
be so much facilitated as before [by the Assad regime]. The new
Syrian government would not be an ally of Iran.

Ghalioun said this in his interview with the Wall Street
Journal two months ago, though he's gone back and forth
on partnering with Hezbollal recently.

Ghalioun wants to be diplomatic. In fact, I believe, the SNC would
completely cut ties with Hezbollah.

Recently, university students [in Syria] have said that Lebanese are
enrolled in Syrian universities who aren't of university age. This is
from student sources. Students have said that these are Hezbollah
members.

The SNC has not been recognized by world governments,
apart from Libya's, as the sole legitimate representative of
the Syrian people. If it were, would you be more willing to
join?

If the international community recognized the SNC at this stage, that
would be a very quick decision. It still represents only one side of the
Syrian opposition, it doesn't include Kurds as Kurds. We are united
and we have agreements. If we were to join the SNC fully, we'd do so
from a unified political standpoint on this issue.

Is the KNC all in for regime change or are you entertaining
a possible reconciliation with the Assad regime?

We are part of this revolution, we are not neutral. One of the main
points in the KNC statement is that we don't want the present dicta-
torship and we refuse to accept any future dictatorships. We don't
accept an Islamic government or a Muslim Brotherhood-led govern-
ment. We will refuse that very firmly.

We have also decided not to have any dialog with the regime separa-
tely from the Syrian opposition. For example, if the international
community decided all the opposition groups had to have a dialog
with the regime, we'd support that, in case the current regime asks for
negotiations for a transition of power, just like in Yemen. But that's
unlikely.

When I've asked SNC members about the poor representa-
tion of Kurds as a bloc in the Council, they usually reply by
saying something like, "Well, we don't want to give the
Kurds their own bloc as we see the SNC as a non-sectarian
political entity. Kurds are fairly represented in strictly poli-
tical groupings that reserved seats in the Council, such as
the Damascus Declaration bloc and the Local Coordination
Committees bloc." Is that just an excuse for exclusion, in
your opinion?

Yes. It's not just about Kurds, however. Arabs, Druze, Ismailis,
Alawites, Christians have been ignored by the SNC, which is respon-
sible for these minorities failure to participate as united communities
in the revolution. Also, if the SNC says that Local Coordination
Committees are very active in the SNC, I'd like to add that the

Committees have very little participation of Alawites and Druze; only
the elites of these communities are involved in them.

In my opinion, Syrian Alawites would not accept working in a central
government with Sunnis because the regime has succeeded in sowing
fear amongst [Alawites]

This is why we ask for political de-centralization in Syria. The regime
has succeeded in convincing minorities that any change would mean
a new Islamic system coming to power and the rights of these mino-
rities would be lost completely. In order for the SNC to convince
minorities to take part in the revolution and hasten the fall of the
regime, it must send a clear message to these minorities to partici-
pate. Transitioning to democracy in such a country is very difficult; it
can't happen in one day. You have to give guarantees and assurances
to each minority as these fit their rights and benefits.

You seem to be arguing that the Syrian opposition is doing
the regime's propaganda work for it, by not convincing
minorities of the multicultural nature of this revolution.

Yes, exactly. Let me give you an example. In Qamishli [a predomi-
nantly Kurdish city in Syria], Assyrians have formed a pro-democracy
organization, however they can't gather even ten people to demons-
trate in the Kurdish region. Why? Because the Church is playing a
major role in turning Syrian Christians into shabbiha [pro-regime
death squad] thugs for the sake for regime preservation.

The French ambassador to Syria has told me personally that he see
loads of Christians every day telling him that their lives would be at
risk if this regime changed. This is evidence that the SNC is still not
able to be clear with other minorities to show their rights will be gua-
ranteed.

The SNC is mainly focusing on things on the ground -- the number of
people killed, how to topple the regime -- but not a political program
to address the issue of minorities.

By taking what concrete steps, apart from guaranteeing
Kurdish rights as you already discussed?

The SNC should, in my opinion, keep in contact with all the minori-
ties and be positive about their demands within the unity and inte-
grity of Syria. For Christians, the [SNC should emphasize] freedom of
religion. It should reassure Alawites, Ismailis and Druze that they are
equal in belonging to Islam, they are not outsiders to the faith. There
must be a very clear program for each and every ethnic group.

The current path is the one that Islamists are taking in the SNC, not
the liberal representatives.

Are there enough liberal representatives in the SNC to alter
its approach to the minorities question?

The liberals are not enough to influence the SNC. That's also our res-
ponsibility as Kurds. It's the international community's responsibility
to pressure the SNC, and the Muslim Brotherhood, to guarantee the
rights of minorities. And also -- most important -- for the internatio-
nal community to pressure Turkey not to take one side of the opposi-
tion over all others.

The Kurds are Syria's largest minority, larger even than the
Alawites. Would it be fair to say that there is no Syrian revo-
lution without their full and wholehearted participation?

We are more organized and recognized as a society within Syria and
other Arab countries than other minorities. If we do participate more
actively, other minorities will feel more assured and follow suit. The
regime has tried to convince the world that the conflict is between
them and the Arab Sunnis. We want to prove that wrong. The revolu-
tion is not sectarian but it is being threatened by sectarian interests.

70












Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

Se Nlonde

Jeudi 26 janvier 2012

L'Elysée tente de réparer les dégats avec la Turquie

Apresle vote de la loi francaise sur la négation des génocides, la diplomatie reprend le dessus

prés la politique intérieure,
A Ia diplomatie. Au lende-

main du vote par le Sénat
francais d'une loi pénalisant la
négation des génocides - et donc
decelui perpétréparl'empire otto-
man contre les Arméniens en
1915~ 'Elysée était engagé, mardi
24 janvier, dans untravail de répa-
ration des dégats auprés du pou-
voir du premier ministre turc,
Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

Dans la matinée, le dirigeant
turc, qui entretient des relations
de cordiale détestation avec Nico-
las Sarkozy, persuadé que ce der-
nier ne cesse, depuis des années,
de brandir la' Turquie comme un
épouvantail musulman aupres de
I'opinion a des fins électoralistes,
n’avait pasréagiauvote avectoute
Pagressivité que I'on redoutait a

Paris. Tout en fustigeant un texte.

«discriminatoire, raciste, et massa-
crant la liberté d’expression»,
M.Erdogan reportait, en effet, a
plus tard les mesures de repré-
sailles concrétes que prendrait la
Turquie, en espérant que la France
saurait « corriger l'erreur ».
Agréablement surpris par ce
semblant d’éclaircie dans I'orage
de larelation bilatérale avec Anka-
ra, les conseillers de 1'Elysée ont
aussitot cherché a capitaliser sur
cette apparente hésitation turque.
Un petit groupe de journalistes
étaitainsiinvité enurgenceapren-

dreconnaissancedelalettreadres-
sée par M. Sarkozy a M. Erdogan le
18 janvier, quelques jours avant le
votedelaloilitigieuse parle Sénat.

Ce texte, qui avait déja «fuité»
dans les médias turcs, se lit com-
me une confuse autojustification
mélée d’une certaine contrition, le
tout purgé de toutes les remon-
trances que M. Sarkozy avaitpu fai-
re 2 la Turquie, en octobre 2011,
lorsqu’il avait sommé ce pays de
«réviser son histoire », apres avoir
visité Fémouvant musée du géno-
cide a Erevan, en Arménie.

Selon M. Sarkozy, la loi
«nevise nullement
-un peuple ou un Etat
en particulier »

Laloi « nevise nullement un peu-
pleouunEtaten particulier »,souli-
gne cette missive. « Les auteurs du
texte y ont veill€é car ils savent les
souffrances endurées par le peuple
turc dans le contexte de la dispari-
tionde'empireottoman, puisdela
premiére guerre mondiale. »

"La lettre’de M.Sarkozy ne fait
aucune mention explicite dugéno-
cide arménien, mais 'évoque par

"allusion, en parlant de « protéger

les mémoires blessées » et d’aider a
«refermer les plaies ouvertes il y
aura bientdt cent ans ».

Autre élément frappant, le pré-
sident francais se livre a une énu-
mération des pages noires de I'his-
toire de France: Ia traite négriére,
le role de I'Etat dansla déportation
des juifs et « les souffrances indici-
bles et la brutalité aveugle de la
colonisation francaise en Algé-
rie». Au nom d'un rappel du tra-
vail de mémoire accompli cdté

francais, M. Sarkozy semblait ainsi’

donner prise aux critiques officiel-
les turques, qui, depuis des semai-
nes, renvoyaient la France a son
passé colonial.

Nulle intention, donc, souli-

- gnait-on mardi a I'Elysée, de stig-
matiserlaTurquie!Ce quin’empé-
chait pas les conseillers du prési-
dent d’assurer, parallélement, que
laloifrancaise aurait uneffet péda-
gogique... en Turquie, puisque «le
débat au Sénat a été retransmis en
direct par les médias turcs ».

L’Elysée assure par ailleurs
qu'un boycottage des entreprises
francaises en Turquie serait irréa-
liste. Méme si le Medef, apparem-
ment plus inquiet, a annoncé une
réunion surle sujet.

Dans sa lettre au dirigeant turc,
M.Sarkozy tentait surtout de repla-
cer le curseur sur les urgences
diplomatiques au Proche-Orient,
rappelant «lavaleurajoutée qu‘ap-
porte la coordination de nos
actions dans la gestion des crises ».

La Turquie est un partenaire

indispensable sur les dossiers de
I'Iran et de la Syrie. Le ministre
francais des affaires étrangéres,
Alain Juppé, qui n'a jamais caché
qu'il considérait la loi inopportu- .
ne, a pour cette raison appelé, dés
mardi matin, « nos amis turcs au
sang-froid», ajoutant: «Moi, je
tends la main, j'espére qu'elle sera
saisie un jour. »

Les résultats de I'effort francais
pour trouver un apaisement sem-
blent incertains. lis sont suivis .
avecune pointede préoccupation,
meélée de lassitude, par certains
alliés dela France. Le département
d’Etataméricain acommenté mar-
di qu'il souhaitait « voir des bon-
nes relations entre [la France et la
Turquie], qui sont des alliés des
Etats-Unis». La nouvelle péripétie
franco-turque s’ajoute a celle
vécue au début de la guerre de
Libye, lorsquelestensionsbilatéra-
les avaient failli paralyser 'OTAN.

La Turquie pourrait considéra-
blement géner, aujourd’hui, le

transport militaire francais vers

I'Afghanistan, en fermant son
espace aérien 2 'armée francaise.
Il faudrait alors passer par la lon-

. gue route du Nord, via la Russie.

Un élément supplémentaire de
complication, surtout au moment
olt M.Sarkozy doit se prononcer
sur un éventuel retrait anticipé
des troupes francaises. @

NATALIE NOUGAYREDE

Découverte d'ossements de 23 personnes

DIYARBAKIR (Turquie) 25 janvier 2012 (AFP)

LES AUTORITES TURQUES ont découvert les ossements de 23 per-
sonnes dans une fosse commune située prés d'un ancien batiment de
la police militaire, & Diyarbakir, principale ville du sud-est de la
Turquie, a majorité kurde, a annoncé mercredi I'agence Anatolie.

Les premiers restes humains ont été découverts plus tég en jan‘vier, [ors de
fouilles archéologiques a Ickale, dans le centre de Diyarbakir, prés des
ruines d'un palais datant du 13e siécle.

Ce emplacement était celui du siége local de la police militaire jusqu'au
début des années 2000.

Un musée et un centre culturel doivent étre créés a cet endroit, aprés les
fouilles et des travaux de restauration.

Selon les associations de défense des droits de fHomme, ces ossements
appartiennent a des civils kurdes tués par les forces de sécurité pendant les
années 1990.

dans le sud-est de la Turquie

"Des cranes et d'autres ossements humains ont été trouves ici... Selon ce
qui a été constaté, ils ont été empilés dans un endroit exigu... lls ont sem-
ble-t-il été jetés a cet endroit, sans cérémonie religieuse", a déclaré cette
semaine le ministre de I'Agriculture, Mehdi Eker, aprés une visite du site.

La section de Diyarbakir de I'Association des droits de 'Homme (IHD) et 36
familles dont des parents ont disparu dans les années 1990 ont porté plainte
mercredi contre les autorités de I'époque et ont réclamé des tests ADN
d'identification.

Plus de 45.000 personnes sont mortes depuis les années 1980 dans le
conflit qui oppose les forces de sécurité turques aux rebelles du Parti des
travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK), principalement dans le sud-est du pays.

Jusqu'a présent, les restes de 190 corps ont été trouvés dans 29 fosses
communes de plus de 10 provinces du sud-est de la Turquie, selon I'1HD.

L'association estime qu'au total, plus de 3.000 personnes sont enterrées
dans 224 fosses communes, sur toute la région.
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SYRIA’S RISING TOLL

The international community needs
to make clear to President Assad and
his cronies that their time has run out.

The death toll from the brutal 10-month war by President

Bashar al-Assad of Syria against his own people is now more

than 5,400, according to the United Nations and others. Yet

the international community still has not mustered the tough

pressure that might force Mr. Assad to stop the killing, or the
~ Syrian Army and business elite to toss him out.

For months, Russia has been blocking the United Nations
Security Council from imposing any serious punishments.
Prime Minister Vladimir Putin is far more interested in
selling arms to Syria and thwarting democratic forces and
their Western backers.

On Monday, Russia proposed a shamefully weak resolution
that put equal blame on the protesters and the Syrian Army
for the violence and made no mention of sanctions. The
United States and other members are trying to toughen it up,
but we are not optimistic.

That means it is up to Arab League ministers who need to
recognize that the time for the Syrian dictator to go has long
past. With his butchery, Mr. Assad has made clear that there
is no compromise or deal to be had — and he has madeé clear

his contempt for the Arab ‘League’s efforts to broker peace.

When they meet this weekend in Cairo, the ministers
should agree to pull out their failed monitoring mission and
impose the sanctions that they originally approved in No-
vember and then suspended, including a freeze on Syrian
government assets in Arab countries and a ban on transac-
tions with Syria’s central bank. The league should also insist
that the Security Council do the same.

The European Union’s oil embargo and an American and
European ban on business with Syria’s maim commercial
bank, in particular, have hit the economy hard. When the
European Union meets on Monday, it is expected to place as-
set freezes and visa bans on 22 more individuals and eight
more companies connected to the government. There is little
chance of changing Mr. Assad’s mind. But, in time, such pres-

sure could persuade army and business elites to abandon the

Assad government.

World leaders must keep speaking out against the
slaughter as President Obama did on Tuesday when he met
with King Abdullah 11 of Jordan at the White House. He de-
cried the “terrible brutality™ in Syria z a.nd pledged tore-
double efforts to force Mr. Assad out.

There is no easy solution. But the international community

- needs to exert whatever diplomatic and economic pressure it

can to make clear to Mr. Assad and his cronies that their time
has run out..

ﬂcmlbéwwéﬁnhunc JANUARY 24, 2012

Syria signals that
crackdown will go on

BEIRUT

Monitors from Gulf bloc
pull out as government
vows to battle ‘chaos’

. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

The Syrian foreign minister said Tues-
day that “half the universe” was con-
spiring against his country, as the six na-
tions that form the Gulf Cooperation
Council withdrew from a monitoring mis-
sion in Syria because the government
had failed to stop 10 months of violence.
International pressure is building on

Syria, not only from the West but in-

creasingly from Arab countries as well.
The United Nations estimates that more
than 5,400 people have been killed since
the uprising began in March, sparked
by the arrest of a group of teenagers
who scrawled anti-government graffiti
on a wallin the south of the country.
Foreign Minister Walid al-Moallem on
Tuesday signaled that the crackdown
would continue, saying in Damascus that
the government would take any steps
necessary to defend against chaos. Activ-

ists, meanwhile, reported more violence
nationwide Tuesday, with more than 15
people killed and possibly many more.

Syria has claimed that armed gangs
acting out a foreign conspiracy are be-
hind the revolt, not protesters seeking
change in one of the most authoritarian
states in the Middle East.

“It is the duty of the Syrian govern-
ment to take what it sees as necessary
measures to deal with those armed
-groups that spread chaos,” Mr. Moallem
'said during a televised news confer-
ence.

He also said it was clear that some
Arab countries had joined the conspir-
acy against Syria — a clear reference to
the Gulf countries’ decision to withdraw
their monitors and to Sunday’s call by
the Arab League for Syria to create ana-
tional unity government in two months.

The Arab League plan provides for
Mr. Assad to give his vice president full
powers to cooperate with the proposed
government to enable it to carry out its
duties during a transitional period.’

The Syrian government has rejected
the plan as a violation of national sover-
eignty.

The decision Tuesday by the six oil-
rich Guif nations — Saudi Arabia,

Kuwait, Qatar, Oman, Bahrain and’the
United Arab Emirates — to pull out
their monitors is a blow to an Arab
League observer mission that has been
mired by controversy, but which for
many represented the only hope for an
Arab solution to the crisis in Syria, away
from outside intervention.

Now, the Gulf Cooperation Council,
which had contributed 52 of the estimat-
ed 160 observers, has called on the U.N.
Security Counc1l to take all “necessary

measures’ to force Syria to nnplement
the Arab League’s peace plan.

The Gulf council has long advocated

referring Syria to the Security Council,

putting it in conflict with other Arab '

states. Security Council action could
open the door for more economic sanc-
tions and possible military intervention,
although Russia, which has veto power,
is firmly opposed to punitive measures

-against Syria, its longtime ally.

“The decision was made after careful
and thorough monitoring of events in
Syria and the conviction by the G.C.C.
that the bloodshed and the killing of in-
nocent people there is continuing,” the
Gulf council statement said.

Mr. Moallem acknowledged that
there was little hope for an Arab solu-
tion but tried to portray confidence, say-
ing that Syria had the strong support of
powerful allies in Iran as well as Rus-
sia.

The permanent representatives of the
Arab League’s 22 members were to hold
an emergency meeting in Cairo on Tues-
day night to review the situation follow-
ing the Gulf council’s decision.
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E.U. agrees
to embargo
oil imports
from Iran

BRUSSELS

Action to be phased in
as part of strategy to
avoid military action

BY STEPHEN CASTLE
AND ALAN COWELL

The European Union escalated pressure
on Iranover its nuclear program on Mon-
day by agreeing on a phased ban on oil
imports that officials said was needed to
help force a shift in policy.and reduce the
risk of military strikes against Tehran.

While emphasizing their desire for
talks, .European foreign ministers,
meeting in Brussels, sought to intensify
an economic squeeze on Iran with mea-
sures to cut off the European market,
which accounts for about one-fifth of
Iranian oil exports.

“This has shown the resolve of the
European Union on this issue and of the
international community, and it is abso-
lutely the right thing todo,” said the Brit-
ish foreign secretary, William Hague.

Still, the push for sanctions by Europe,
while significant for the numbers of
countries it encompasses, remains op-
posed by major powers like Russia, and
will do nothing to stop the continued flow
of oil to Asia, a far larger market for Iran.

Western politicians suspect that Iran
is building a nuclear weapons capability,
but Tehran insists that its nuclear pro-
gran is for civilian uses only. Amid the
heightened tension, Iran has threatened
to retaliate against the intensifying
sanctions by blocking the Strait of Hor-
muz, a strategic corridor for global en-
ergy supplies. Two Iranian lawmakers
repeated that thréat on Monday.

While the measures announced in
Brussels do include exemptions for ex-
isting contracts until July, and a-plan to
review the economic impact of the ban

on certain ailing E.U. members, officials
said- such a review would do no more
than possibly delay sanctions in certain
areas, not imperil the larger plan.

And ~ despite the economic con-
sequences for several E.U. nations,
European diplomats said they believed
that tougher sanctions were their best
hope of reducing the risk of a military
strike against lran, probably by Israel.

Iran is refusing to engage with any
sense of intellectual honesty, said Alain
Juppé, France’s foreign minister.

“To avoid any military solution,
which could have irreparable con-
sequences, we have decided to go fur-
ther down the path of sanctions,” he

said. “It is a good decision that sends a
strong message and which 1 hope will
persuade Iran that it must change its
position, change its line and accept the
dialogue that we propose.”’

One can be skeptical about the impact
of sanctions,” Mr. Juppé added, but they
are better than a war.

The Israeli prime minister, Benjamin
Netanyahu, who has voiced skepticism
about Iran’s being persuaded by non-
military tactics, said the E.U. sanctions
were a “‘step in the right direction.”

“True, it is still impossible to know
what the result of these sanctions will
be,”” hisoffice said in a statement. “Very
strong and quick pressure on Iran is
necessary. Sanctions will have to be
evaluated on the basis of results.”

In a joint statement, Britain’s prime
minister, David Cameron, the German
chancellor, Angela Merkel and the
French president, Nicolas Sarkozy, de-
scribed the mehsures as “‘an unprece-
dented package of sanctions on Iran.”

“Iran has so far had no regard for its
international obligations and is already
exporting and threatening violence
around its region;” the statement said.
“Until Iran comes to the table, we will
be united behind strong measures to un-
dermine the regime’s.ability to fund its

nuclear program.”

U.S. officials said they welcomed the
decision in Brussels.

“Themeasures agreed to today by the
E.U. Foreign Affairs Council are another

strong step in the international effort to
dramatically increase the pressure on
Iran,” said a statement released by
Treasury Secretary Timothy F. Geithner
and Secretary of State Hillary Rodham

Clinton. ““This new, concerted pressure
will sharpen the choice for Iran’s leaders
and increase their cost of defiance of ba-
sicinternational obligations.”

But the reaction from Moscow was
critical. “In essence, this is an attempt
to strangle an entire sector of the Irani-
an economy;’ the Russian Foreign Min-
istry said. “It is clear that this is pres-
sure, diktat, an attempt to punish Iran
for intractable behavior. As we have told
our European partners before, this is a
mistaken policy. Under this kind of pres-
sure, Iran will not agree to any kind of
concessions or change in its policies.”

In a separate statement, Foreign Min-
ister Sergey V. Lavrov said, “We have

continued hope that negotiations will be

resumed soon.” _
Under the embargo deal, E.U. coun-

tries agreed not to sign new oil con-’

tracts with Iran and to end existing ones
by July 1, the ministers said in a state-
ment. The ban will cover imports of
crude oil, petroleum products, and pet--
rochemical products. It will also cover
the export of key equipment and tech-
nology for the sector.

In addition, the assets of the Iranian
central bank within the European Union
will be frozen, with limited exemptions
to permit the continuation of legitimate
trade, the statement said.

One exemption was designed to allow
the execution of existing oil contracts up
until July, said one diplomat who was
not authorized to speak publicly.

“Trade in gold, precious metals and
diamonds with Iranian public bodies
and the central bank will no more be
permitted, nor will the delivery of Irani-
an-denominated bank notes and coin-
age to the Iranian central bank,” the
statement said.

However, the accord allows for a re-
view, to be undertaken before May 1, of
the economic impact of the sanctions on
countries, including Greece, that rely
heavily on Iranian oil. The Greeks have
sought more time to find the finance and
to seek new sources of oil to soften the
impact on its debt-crippled economy.

For Italy and Greece, the search is
now on for new suppliers. Mr. Juppé
said other oil exporters had indicated
that they would fill the gap left by the
Iranian embargo, and Greece’s foreign
minister, Stavros Dimas, said he be-

lieved that Saudi Arabian production -

could increase.

Meanwhile, there is a risk that Asian
governinents will continue to buy from
Iran, filling the gap left by Europe. One
diplomat said efforts to persuade them
not to do so would be increased.

According to the U.S. Energy Informa-

tion Administration, Iran’s top export
destinations in 2010 included China, with
20 percent of exports, Japan, with 17 per-
cent, India with 16 percent and South Ko-
rea with-9 percent. Europe’s biggest im-
porter was Italy, at 10 percent.

Pressure from the United States could
be more effective, according to an anal-

ysis by Paul Stevens, a senior research -

fellow at the Energy, Environment and
Resource program at the Chatham
House research organization in London.
“Given the current situation in North Ko-
rea, both South Korea (imports from Iran
230,000 barrels a day) and Japan (520,000
barrels a day) are extremely vulnerable
to American pressure to join any em-
bargo against Iranian crude,” he wrote.
“Japan has recently been actively seek-
ing ways to reduce imports from Iran.”
Catherine Ashton, foreign policy chief
of the European Union, said it was com-
mitted to a dual-track strategy and was
open to negotiations with Iran.
“Sanctions are not an end in them-
selves,” she told reporters, “‘the purpose
of sanctions is to keep pressure on Iran
to come back to the negotiating table.”

Alan Cowell reported from London. Mi-
chael Schwirtz contributed reporting from
Moscow, Isabel Kershner from Jerusalem
and Brian Knowlton from Washington.
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Turks scold

France over
Armenian
genocide bill

PARIS

BY SEBNEM ARSU

A day after the French Senate approved
abill criminalizing the denial of officially
recognized genocides, including the Ar-
menian genocide that began in 1915, Tur-
key heavily criticized the bill on Tuesday
but said it would hold off on sanctions
against France until all legal avenues to
invalidate the bill were exhausted.
Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan said the legislation was “‘evident

i discrimination, racism and massacre of

free speech.’ The bill calls for up to one
year in prison and a fine of up to €45,000,
or about $60,000, for those found guilty of
denying officially recognized genocides.
" “We are going to impose our sanctions
step by step with certainty, without hes-
itations,”” Mr. Erdogan saidin a speechin

Ankara. “However, for now, we are still

inthe phase of patience as we watch how
this process would shape up.” -
Turkish officials say they expect the

" French constitutional court to hear likely

appeals calling for annulment- of the
measure so that there would no need for
permanent sanctions. Mr. Erdogan said,
“We believe that our French friends and

_the French people would be more sensi-

tive about increasing discrimination.”

The office of President Nicolas
Sarkozy said Tuesday, ‘“The president
of the republic will promulgate the law
within the usual timeframe, that is two
weeks,”’ Reuters reported.

The bill added to escalating tensions
between France and Turkey since bilat-
eral relations took a downturn after Mr.
Sarkozy, along with Angela Merkel, the
German chancellor, repeatedly ex-
pressed opposition to Turkey’s full
membership to the European Union
since his election in 2007.

The Turkish government, in turn, ar-
gues that Mr. Sarkozy’s stance against
its E.U. membership, as well as his sup-
port for the bill, is aimed at appealing to
the 500,000 ethnic Armenians in France
before presidential elections this spring.

After the approval of the bill in late
December by the National Assembly,
France’s lower house, Turkey recalled
its ambassador to Paris and suspended
political and military cooperation.

Ankara warned that. stronger sanc-

tions — including disqualification of

French companies from public con-’

tracts, cancellation of military, political
and cultural functions with French insti-

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25, 2012

“QOur bilateral relations are at
a different level from now on.”

tutions, as well as the closing of Turkish

air, naval and land ports — could be per-
manent if the bill became law, NTV tele-
vision reported at the time.

The Turkish government also -

threatened to withdraw support for
Euronews, a continuous international
news network based in France, the
Anatolia news agency reported on Mon-
day. Turkey’s national radio and televi-
sion network holds a 15.5 percent stake
in Euronews.

Turkey’s anger resonated in various
echelons of political circles on Tuesday

with President Abdullah Gul strongly

denouncing the legislation.

“Qur bilateral relations are at a differ-
ent level from now on,”” Mr. Gul said on
NTV.

The opposition Nationalist Movement.-

Party proposed annulment of the Turk-
ishand French friendship parliamentary
committee as party officials lashed out at
the legislation, calling it unacceptable.

Turkish officials have argued fiercely
that the French bill contradicted free
speech, a founding principle of French
society, emphasizing that reaching con-
clusions about historical events is the
duty of historians, not politicians.

Many critics, however, contend that
Turkey’s claims of violation of free
speech do not stand up because Tur-
key’s penal code criminalizes public af-
firmation of the Armenian genocide on
the premise that it is an insult to Turkish
identity; they also note that there are
more than 95 journalists in Turkish jails
on political charges.

In March, the Nobel literature laure-
ate Orhan Pamuk was fined the equiva-
lent of about $3,670 for his statementina
Swiss newspaper that ‘““we have killed
30,000 Kurds and one million Armeni-
ans.”’

Armenian lobby groups around the
world seek countries’ official recogni-
tion that Ottoman forces killed about 1.5
million of their kin in a genocide from
1915 to 1923. Parliaments of 19 countries
and the European Union have officially
recognized the killings as genocide,
while Slovenia and Switzerland addi-
tionally bring criminal charges against
those who deny it.

“If each Parliament reflects its own
view of history in alegislation,” the Turk-
ish foreign minister, Ahmet Davutoglu,
said Monday, “it would be the revival of
the era of Inquisition in Europe.’

Turkey strongly rejects the genocide

claims and has proposed opening all’

state archives for an international com-
mittee of prominent historians to inves-
tigate atrocities during World War 1,
when the Ottoman Empire was falling
apart. ) '

Syria rejects
proposal

that Assad

step down

DAMASCUS -

BY KAREEM FAHIM

" Denouncing a new Arab League peace

proposal that calls for Syria’s president
to hand over power to his deputy, the
government emphatically rejected the
plan on Monday, calling it a blatant in-
fringement on Syrian sovereignty and
evidence of a ‘‘conspiratorial scheme.”

The rejection, the Syrian Arab News
Agency reported, came less than 24
hours after the Arab League unexpec-
tedly floated the proposal, under which
President Bashar al-Assad would relin-
quish power to a deputy and start nego-
tiations with opponents within two
weeks.

There had been little expectation of a
positive response to the proposal from
Mr. Assad. The president has cast the
rebellion against his family’s four de-
cades in power as a crime wave by ter-
rorists backed by hostile foreign
powers, including Qatar and the United
States.

Mr. Assad’s refusal to acknowledge
his political opponents, combined with
the failure of the Arab League’s observ-
er mission here to end months of vio-
lence and the growing prominence of
armed militias, have reinforced fears
that Syria’s political crisis is devolvmg
into a civil war.

“Syria considers these decisions a vi-
olation of its national sovereignty, a
blatant interference in its internal af-
fairs and a flagrant violation of the ob-
jections for which the Arab League was
established,’” the Syrian Arab News
Agency statement said about the Arab
League proposal.

“Syria condemns this decision, whxch

came in the framework of the conspirat-
orial schemes hatched against Syria
which have been exposed to our people
and the Arab Homeland.”
" The Arab League proposal appeared
to have been modeled on the agreement
signed in November by -President Ali
Abdullah Saleh of Yemen and was for-
mally presented Sunday at the league’s
headquarters in Cairo.

Like the Yemen pact, the proposal for
Syria called for a government of nation-
al unity to be formed within two months,
followed by presidential and parliamen-

tary elections.

Representatives of the Synan Nation-
al Council, an opposition group, wel-
comed the proposal on Sunday. But the,
group also signaled the likelihood of fail-
ure because of its condition that there
would be no negotiations until Mr. As-’
sad stepped down.
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The triangle’s cooperation on questions of
security is crucial to Turkey. Iran, Iraq and
Syria share the volatile Kurdish issue with
Turkey and each can play a part in lighting
and quenching its fires, reports Idrees
Mohammed.

Middle East Online

with its triangle of neighbors: Iran, Syria and Iraq.

Their current domestic situations and foreign policies
are now endangering Turkey’s own domestic stability and
foreign policy. A polarization now appears to exist in this
regard and the triangle of Iran, Syria and Iraq’s Shiite popu-
lation maintain somewhat similar attitudes vis-a-vis Turkey.
The major reasons behind this state of affairs are regional
power rivalries, conflicting attitudes towards the Arab Spring,
and a mutually held stance in relation to the West.
Developments currently unfolding within the triangle are now
seen by Turkey as a cause of grave concern that will be diffi-
cult to overcome.

. urkey is facing a difficult period with respect to ties

Prior to the Arab Spring reaching Syria - at which point it
then became Turkey’s nightmare, an amalgam of Turkish
political, economic and security interests in Syria were well
protected thanks to the AKP’s foreign policy. Furthermore,
Turkey was increasingly engaging Syria in international poli-
tics and positioning itself as the principle interlocutor bet-
ween it and the West, thereby distancing Syria from Iran’s
sphere of influence while increasing its own importance to
western countries and the international community.

Ironically, Turkey’s excellent relations with Syria also helped it
to develop ties with Iran and Iraq. Such developments
explain why Turkey initially strained every nerve to shield the
Syrian regime. Currently, however, Syria’s continuing refusal
to accede to Turkish demands has made bilateral relations
increasingly tense, to the point where Turkey has lost confi-
dence in the Syrian regime.

Amid this complex environment Turkey has striven to consoli-
date its regional clout, approaching the United States and
coordinating with western and Sunni powerhouses over
Syria. During a major tour, Turkish Prime Minister Recep
Tayyip Erdogan tried to sell Turkish secularism to the chan-
ging countries of the region, encouraging them to benefit
from the Turkish model, while at the same time making an
extremely controversial geo-strategic decision by agreeing to
host the early warning radar of NATO’s anti-missile system.
Turkey has also liaised closely with influential western and
Gulf countries, declaring its support for the anti-Syrian
regime protestors and expressing Turkish dismay at the rule
of President Bashar al-Assad.

Such attitudes are in clear conflict with Iran’s policy. Contrary
to Turkish efforts to spread the Turkish experience of secula-
rism, Iran had scrambled, trying to seize developments in the
Arab world by likening them to Iran‘s Islamic Revolution.
While Turkey has officially declared that hosting the NATO

Iran, Syria and Iraq: Turkey’s
Challenging Triangle?

system does not target Iran, Iranians believe they are in fact
its main objective and that its primary beneficiary is the
“Zionist regime.” In addition, Iran values Syria‘s survival as a
matter of the utmost importance and is trying to do whate-
ver is necessary to protect it.

Syria is Iran‘s greatest strategic regional ally, and Iran, toge-
ther with segments of Iraq’s Shiite, with whom it shares reli-
gious connections, has made strenuous efforts to protect
Syria’s regime. Turkey, meanwhile, struggles to find a worka-
ble alternative.

This spidery network with its alarming developments and
uneven ties to Turkey is dangerous as many Turkish interests
- primarily those concerned with security and economic
concerns - are located within the triangle. Yet it holds key
mechanisms to Turkey’s foreseeable future.

The triangle’s cooperation on questions of security is crucial
to Turkey. Iran, Iraq and Syria share the volatile Kurdish
issue with Turkey and each can play a part in lighting and
quenching its fires. In the past, both Syria and Iran were
reportedly accused of assisting Turkish Kurds in their struggle
against the Turkish state. Indeed, Turkey could only capture
the PKK leader after Syria withdrew it backing for him. The
nature of relations between Turkey and these countries is
very important to Turkey’s security concerns.

While Iran is still a crucial energy partner for Turkey, both
Syria and Iraq are budding markets for Turkish goods and
are its gates to the Arab world. Until recently, Turkey and
Syria enjoyed good trading relations, Syria being the transit
country for Turkish goods. However, as the rift between them
widens Turkey plans instead to use Iraq for the exportation
of its products to regional markets.

The current crisis in Syria and the turmoail in Iraq loom very
large in Turkey. It is deeply concerned that its worsening
relations with Syria will result in it losing Syrian cooperation
and any crackdown will result in inter-sectarian tension trig-
gering a flood of refugees, including the Kurds, into the
demographically mosaic Turkey. In conjunction with that, the
status of Syrian Kurds - should they obtain greater rights -
would be improved, making Turkish Kurds more jealous and
motivating them to increasingly demand rights.

With regard to Iraq, the politica! instability in Iraq endangers
the power-sharing process, deepens mistrust among the poli-
tical factions and widens ethnic and religious division,
prompts inter-sectarian violence and threatens Iraq’s territo-
rial integrity. While Turkey has for years defended the territo-
rial integrity of Iraq, the current potential for its reality is
frighteningly clear.

Iran wields influence over Iraq, Syria and the nationalist and
fundamentalist forces inside Turkey, where, reportedly, it is
able to neutralize and mobilize them. In a series of threats
Iran has accused Turkey of adopting the Western stance
towards it and Syria, and demanded that Turkey shift its
policy towards favoring Syria or face difficulties from neigh-
boring and domestic forces.

On the one hand Iraq’s attitude towards Syria appears, to be
influenced by that of Iran, and Iranian support for Syria but-

tresses the regime’s confidence vis-a-vis Turkey. On the other
hand, intelligence has warned that a Quds Force may plan to
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The E.U’s
embargo
on Iranian
oil imports
could very
well result
in military
hostilities.

Mark A. Heller

TELAVIV This week, the European Un-
ion went to war against Iran. There was
no formal declaration, of course, nor
even any undeclared use of military
force. But the E.U. decision to place an
embargo on Iranian oil imports, ban
new contracts, and freeze Iranian Cen-
tral Bank assets is effectively an act of
war and may very well result in the mil-
itary hostilities that sanctions are
meant to forestall.

Oil exports account for over 50 per-
cent of Iranian government revenue
and about 80 percent of its hard cur- .
rency earnings. And the E.U,, as a bloc,
is Iran’s second-largest customer, tak-
ing about a quarter of Iranian exports.
Consequently, unless other customers
neutralize E.U. actions by stepping up
their own purchases from Iran — and
indications from China, Japan and
South Korea suggest that this is un-
likely.to be the case — the E.U. decision,
coupled with existing American mea-
sures, will come close to imposing the
‘“crippling sanctions’’ that Secretary of
State Hillary Rodham Clinton
threatened but could not deliver with-
out European cooperation.

If that turns out to be the case, then
the Iranian regime, already coping with
high inflation and a rapidly.depreciating
currency, will feel constrained toreact.
One possibility is that it will capitulate
and essentially dismantle its niclear
weapons program. That is obviously the
outcome that Europeans and others

——

T"V—C“Aﬁ January 24, 2012
US designates al-Qaeda Kurdish
battalions as a terrorist organization

A Europe-Iran

hope sanctions (or even the credible
threat of sanctions) will bring about.

Butitis at least as likely that Iran,
feeling trapped, will lash out in a des-
perate attempt to frighten the Euro-
peans into backing down or at least in-
troduce so much hysteria into the oil
market that price spikes will allow it to
earn the samne revenue from a reduced
volume of exports.

One form this might take would be an
attempt to close the Strait of Hormuz,
which Iran has already threatened to
do. But that is probably beyond Iran’s
capacity for very long and would in any
case also shut down Iran’s own ability
to export to whatever markets it man-
ages toretain.

Far less complicated would be sabot-
age or rocket attacks on refineries,
pipelines and other facilities in places
like Abqaiq and Ras Tanura in Saudi

Arabia. These might be carried out as
“false flag’’ operations by local Shiite
insurgents concentrated in Saudi Ara-
bia’s Eastern Province, but nobody
would be fooled and the risks of escala-
tion to large-scale conflict with 1ran
would be significant.-

In this'scenario, the military confron-
tation that many Europeans have

sought to avoid will
pears become unavoidable,
&:fth e Euro- €Ven if Iranian de-
. cision makers do not
pean Ur.non delude themselves
1s experienc- into thinking that
ing its own they would ulti-
“spring” mately prevail.
in foreign Before such
and defense courses of action are
policy.

discounted as unreal-
War istic scare-monger-
ing or dismissed on
grounds that they would be self-defeat-
ing, it might be worth recalling that Im-
perial Japan did not attack the United
States because it was physically at-
tacked by the United States but rather
because it was being economically
squeezed (as Iran may well be
squeezed now) to the point where it felt
that war was preferable to slow-motion
strangulation. And it made no differ-

ence that many Japanese military lead-
ers, including Admiral Isoroku
Yamainoto, chief planner of the attack
on Pearl Harbor, believed that Japan’s
ultimate defeat was foreordained.

1tis difficult to imagine that the E.U.
members who adopted the decision on
sanctions are unaware of this possible
dynamic. Indeed, the very fact that Brit-
ish and French warships accompanied
the U.S. aircraft carrier Abraham Lin-
coln on its passage through the Straits
and back into the Gulf -— jn brazen defi-
ance of Iranian warnings — imply the
opposite: that E.U. governments, espe-
cially the two with the greatest force
projection capabilities, are perfectly
cognizant of the possible consequences
and are prepared to deal with them.

And that suggests that the European
Uhion, notwithstanding its economic
travails, is experiencing its own
“spring” in foreign and defense policy
and that those who tended in the past to
dismiss it as a flaccid talking shop capa-
ble of little more than vacuous postur-
ing now need to carry out a fundamen-
tal reassessment.

MARK A. HELLER is principal research asso-
ciate at the Institute for National Securi-
ty Studies, Tel Aviv University.

—
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The al Qaeda Kurdish Battalions, or
AQKB, is a terrorist organization primarily
active in the northern Iran-lraq border
areas.

From time to time, the United States
identifies certain groups as terrorist organi-
zations. These are mostly active militant
groups that do not shrink from committing
violent acts against others, including civilian
populations, or they are invoilved in provi-
ding support for other terrorist organiza-
tions. In all cases, these are people or
groups that have committed, or are deemed
to pose a significant risk of committing, acts
of terrorism.

When such a group is identified, the U.S.
Government places that group’s name on the
Specially Designated Global Terrorist

Entities List. Its assets within U.S. reach are
immediately frozen, and the entity is locked
out of the global financial network. No U.S.
citizen or company may conduct business
with a designated individual or group. In
this way, the United States disrupts financial
support networks for terrorists and terrorist
organizations.

The al Qaeda Kurdish Battalions, or
AQKB, is a terrorist organization primarily
active in the northern liran-iraq border
areas. According to the U.S. Department of
State, it was formed in 2007 from the rem-
nants of other Kurdish terrorist organiza-
tions, and has publically pledged its alle-
giance to other terrorist groups, including al
Qaeda and al Qaeda in Iraq.

The AQKB is comprised of former ele-
ments of Ansar al Islam, and other Kurdish

extremist groups loyal to the Istamic State of
Iraq, al Qaeda in iraqg's political front. The
AQKB sees the leaders of the Kurdistan
Regional Government as traitors. The group
has claimed responsibility for a number of
attacks against Kurdish targets in Iraq.

As a result of a May 2007 attack in Erbil,
lraq, when a vehicle loaded with explosives
struck the Kurdish Ministries of the Interior
and Security, 19 people died.

In July 2007, AQKB killed seven border
guards and one Patriotic Union of Kurdistan
security force member in an ambush in
Penjwan, Iraq. And in September 2010, two
police officers were injured during an unsuc-
cessful AQKB suicide bomb attack targeting
security officers in Sulaymaniyah, Iraq.

The al Qaeda Kurdish Battalions extre-
mist group has demonstrated its commit-
ment to violence. This designation is inten-
ded to disrupt its ability to carry out its
deadly agendas or to support other terrorist
groups with which it collaborates.
aaa
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Arab League suspends

its mission in Syria

RANKOUS, SYRIA

‘Situation too dangerous,
‘bloc says, accusing state
of escalating bloodshed

BY KAREEM FAHIM
AND NADA BAKRI

The Arab League has suspended its
monitoring mission in Syria, saying that
a harsh new government crackdown
made it too dangerous to proceed and
was resulting in the deaths of innocents
across the country. -

The head of the Arab League, Nabil al-
Araby, said in a statement Saturday that
-after discussions with foreign ministers,
the 22:member body had come to its de-
cision because of ‘a severe deterioration
of the situation and the continued use of
violence.” He blamed the Syrian govern-
ment for the bloodshed, saying it had de-
cided “‘to escalate the military option.”

A final decision about the mission is
due in the coming days.

The suspension came after days of
bloody civil conflict in cities across Syria,
leading to criticism of the observers’ ef-
fectiveness, as they traveled to the edge
of neighborhoods racked by violence in
recent days, only to be turned back.

" Their hesitation outside Rankous on
Saturday, a town emptied of people after
five days of clashes and government
shelling, seemed to encapsulate the
shortcomings of a mission accused by
government opponents of providing
cover to President Bashar al-Assad’s
crackdown.

Warned by army officers that insur-
gents could use explosives against
them, a driver working with the observ-
ers refused to drive their heavily ar-
mored Mercedes into town.

Opposition activists in Rankous said
they would have welcomed the visit. De-
spite the criticisms, the observers, with

“offices in several cities, were often the
only outside witnesses to fighting that
the United Nations said has killed more
than 5,400.

Jaafar Kibeida, one of the Arab
League observers, said he feared any
restraint the government had shown in
their presence would now vamish.

1 guess they will take a firm hand
now,” he said. “There will be a heavy
crackdown.”

The opposition Local Coordination
Committees said at least 78 people were
killed across the country on Saturday,
including more than 20 people in the on-
going bloodshed in the central Syrian
city of Homs. The group, whose esti-

A Syrian opposition fighter near his position outside of Damascus, where frequent confrontations
between armed groups and security forces were reported Friday.

mates could not be confirmed, said that
the security forces opened fire on a
demonstration in Aleppo, marking a
second day of violence in a city that had
been relatively calm.

Arab League observers and Syrian of-
ficials said at least 26 soldiers had been

killed on Friday and Saturday, including
many fighting in the Damascus suburbs.
The Syrian military began an offen-
sive Sunday to regain control of suburbs
on the eastern edge of the capital, fight-
ing battles with army defectors that
sent residents fleeing and killed at least
three civilians, The Associated Pressre-
ported from Beirut, citing the Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights.

Violenceelsewhere in the country Sun- -
day killed at least 17 more people, includ- -

ing six soldiers in a roadside bombing
south of the capital, The A.P.reported.
The beginnings of the Arab League
monitoring mission, more than a month
ago, emboldened protesters but ulti-
mately did little to stanch the violence.
On Saturday morning, on what may
have been one of their final forays in
Syria, Arab League obgservers traveled
to the edge of Rankous, a defiant city

. near the Lebanese border that has with-

stood repeated incursions by the army,
according to residents.

On the approach to the city, after the
observers had gone, four families were
seen driving out of town on Saturday, in
minivans packed with belongings and

“l guess they will take a firm
hand now. There will be a
heavy crackdown.”

children. They said it was a ghost town,
where all but about 60 families out of
23,000 residents had fled. '

Men in a:town square pointed to the
distance, where three tanks were mov-
ing in a valley below. They said the army,
which surrounded the town, had been
shelling for days and all of Friday night.

Some who stayed behind said they did
not have the money to move.

Now, the local bakery was open once a
week. Cooking gas was smuggled in
from nearby towns. Vegetables had dis-
appeared from the stores. The streets
were empty except for a small group of
army defectors, led by a soft-spoken 33-
year-old man who said they had come to
defend the protesters and residents.

He used anom de guerre, Abu Khaled,
and said he was a former army lieuten-
ant. His previous posts had included a
stint guarding a checkpoint outside the
Baba Amer neighborhood in Homs, a fo-
cal point of resistance to the govern-
ment.

There, he said, he saw soldiers level
anti-aircraft guns at houses and heard
accounts of atrocities, including the
killing of a woman and a child by an of-
ficer, ““to teach the neighborhood a les-
son,’” he said. '
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En Syrie, les combats s'intensifient entre
les forces du reglme etla contestation

a guerre civile est en train de

gagner les faubourgs de

Damas. L'armée syrienne a
déployé, dimanche 29janvier,
quelque 2000 militaires, arrivés a
I'aube a bord de convois d'auto-
cars et de véhicules de transport
de troupes, en plus d’au moins
sochars dans la banlieue proche
delacapitale.Le but de cette opéra-
tion sans précédent est de repren-
dre le controle de quartiers tom-
bésaux mains desinsurgés,aquel-
ques kilométres seulement du cen-
tre de Damas..

Le régime syrien semble avoir
lancé, depuis la semaine derniére,
une-vaste offensive contre les pla-
ces fortes de la contestation dans
la province de Damas-campagne,
mais aussi 8 Hama et a Homs, ou
Le Monde a pu rendre compte du
massacre d’'une famille, jeudi
26janvier, dans le quartier de
Nasihine. Selon 1'Observatoire
syrien ‘des droits de I’homme
(OSDH), les violences ont causé
8omorts dimanche, dont la moi-
tié sont des civils.

Cette offensive sécuritaire vise
aendiguerlamontée en puissance
des milices rebelles, réunies sous
I'appellation d’'« Armée syrienne
libre » {ASL). Composées de civils
armés et de déserteurs de I'armée
réguliere, ces cellules manquent
d’a peu prés tout, & commencer
par une chaine de commande-
ment. Néanmoins, avec 'accéléra-
tiondes défections et lamultiplica-
tion des saisies d’armes, les insur-
gés gagnent en efficacité. llya une
dizaine de jours, dans la ville de

Zabadani, 3 I'ouest de Damas, des

combattants ont tenu téte pen-
dant cing jours aux soldats venus
les déloger.

La présence des observateurs de
la Ligue arabe n'est peut-étre pas
étranggre 4 la tréve consentie alors
par les autorités syriennes, qui a
permis.a 'ASL de se retirer en bon
ordre de Zabadani. Reste un fait
indéniable: la fréquence des atta-
ques contre les loyalistes ne cesse
de croitre, de méme que leurs per-
tes. Dimanche 29janvier, 16 militai-
resont été tués dansdeux attaques
distinctes: 10 dans Yexplosion
d'une bombe au passage de leur
convoi a Kansafra (nord-ouest);
6autres tués a Sahnaya, prés de
Damas, dans une embuscade.

Pour Haytham Al-Manna, un
responsable du Comité national
de coordination pour le change-

Présde Damas, le 27janvier, un:déserteur brandit le drapeau de l' indépendance. AHMED JADALLAH/REUTERS

ment et la démocratie (CNCD), la

plateforme d’opposition rivale du
Conseil national synen (CNS) cet- .

te militarisation méne 2 une
impasse. « On voit actuellement la
réponse militaire a Zabadani, dit-
il. La présence d’hommes armés
parmi les manifestants, au lieu de
les protéger, ne fait qu’accroitre le
nombre de victimes. Le régime pro-
[ite du fait que I'attention est tour-

Lafréquence
des attaques
contre les loyalistes
ne cesse de croitre,
deméme
que leurs pertes

née sur New York [ou une nouvelle
résolution sur la Syrie est en cours
de négociation a 'ONU] et que les
observateurs sont réfugiés dans
leur hétel Méme s'ils ne peuvent
pas faire grand-chose, il est urgent
qu'ils se redéploient. Quand ils
€taient sur le terrain, il y avait des
tirs de snipers, des confrontations
isolées, mais pas d’attaques aussi
massives. »

La recrudescence de la violence
a, en effet, poussé la Ligue arabe a
suspendre samedisamissiond'ob-
servationcommencéele 26 décem-

bre.Damas a «regretté » cette déci-
sion visant & « augmenter les pres-
sions en vue d’une. intervention
étrangére », alors que des pays
européens et arabes ont I'inten-
tion de présenter un projet de réso-
lution au Conseil de sécurité de
I'ONU cette semaine. Le texte
reprend le plan de la Ligue arabe,
refusé par Damas, prévoyant un

transfert du pouvoir du président

Assad au profit de son vice-prési-
dent, Farouk Al-Chareh, lamise en
place d’'un gouvernement d'union
nationale et I'organisation d’élec-
tions libres.

Apreés des mois de blocage dus
aux veto de la Russie surtout, et de
la Chine, fermement opposées a
toute intervention étrangere en
Syrie, c'est une tentative de trou-
ver une solution négociée.
« Demander le départ de Bachar
Al-Assad comme préalable était
une erreur, concéde un diplomate
européen. Sa démission ne peut
qu'étre 'aboutissement du proces-
sus.» La France a été a la pointe de
cette stratégie offensive, qui n'a
pas donné de résultats : Alain Jup-
pé, qui avait évoqué en novembre
des corridors humanitaires, a
reconnu qu'il n’avait aucune idée
sur les moyens de les mettre en
ceuvre. :

Encouragés parlaFrance,laTur-
quie etleQatar,dontl'émira appe-

1é a I'envoi de troupes arabes en
Syrie pour protéger les civils, le
Conseil national syrien (CNS), prin-
cipale coalition de I'opposition, a
lui aussi tout misé surune interna-
tionalisation.Envain. Il faut proba-
blement chercher la raison de ce
maximalisme dans le défaut de
légitimité de I'opposition en exil,
qui répercute les demandes des
manifestants plus qu’elle ne les
dirige. Le président du CNS,
Burhan Ghalioun, est parti @ New
York afin de tenter de convaincre
Moscou de ne pas s ‘opposeér au
nouveau projet de résolution.

Les diplomates arabes et occi-
dentaux se perdent en conjectures
sur les intentions réelles de Mos-
cou.Lechefdeladiplomatierusse,
Serguei Lavrov, avait été le pre-
mier a évoquer un reglement dela
crise syrienne «a la yéménite »,
C'est-a-dire par une mise surlatou-
che en douceur du président: Cest
ce que propose le plan de la Ligue
arabe. Mais Moscou, qui acondam-
né la suspension de la mission des
observateurs arabes, fait aujour-
d’hui savoir qu'un appel a des
«sanctions» et a un «changement
de régime » étaient des lignes rou-
ges. La Russie cherche-t-elle a
gagner du temps pour son dernier
allié au Proche-Orient? @

CHRISTOPHE AYAD
ET BENJAMIN BARTHE
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