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TURKEY:

LARGE-SCALE ARRESTS OF DTP MEMBERS AND LEADERS

bout a hundred people,
mostly members of the
pro-Kurdish DTP party
were arrested in a vast
police operation carried
out in 90 localities, including 13
towns in Turkey: Diyarbekir,
Adana, Ankara, Aydin, Elazig,
Gaziantep, Istanbul, Mardin,
Sanliurfa, Sirnak, Bingol and
Hakkari. According to the police
they are accused of membership
of the Kurdistan Workers” Party
(PKK) or else of justifying the
movement or of being linked to
the burning of cars that had

occurred in several towns by way
of protest.

Several prominent political
public figures or activists were
arrested in the police trap:
Seracettin Inmak, one of
Ocalan’s lawyers, or leaders of
the DTP like Kamuran Yuksek,
Bayram Altun, Selma Irmak or
members of the DTP local
council teams of Tunceli
(Dersim) or Diyarbekir. No one
was arrested in Ankara, but
there were several raids on the
homes of DTP members and

documents were seized.
Demonstrations in support of
the DTP took place in the
Turkish capital.

Some days later, the Mayor of
Diyarbekir, Osman Baydemir,
was sentenced by the 4" Court
of the Diyarbekir High Court, as
well as the newly elected Mayor
of Batman, Necdet Atalay, to 10
months imprisonment for
“propaganda in favour of the PKK”.

These charges are based on
events going back to 25 February
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2008, when the Turkish Army
had launched a land assault on
PKK bases in Iraq, thus violating
the borders. Osman Baydemir,
like many DTP elected
representatives, had condemned
these military raids and called
for a peaceful solution to the
Kurdish question, declaring that
not a single soldier or guerrilla
deserved to die. The accusation
of “propaganda in favour of the
PKK” comes from his calling the
PKK fighters “guerrillas” instead
of “terrorists”.

These two mayors won the
recent municipal elections
against AKP candidates in by
unchallengeable margins,
although the latter had vowed to
counter the DTP influence in the
major Kurdish towns: 65% for
Baydemir and 59% for Atalay.
Neither attended the Court
hearing, only their lawyers were
present.

Ali Simsek, President of the
Diyarbekir Provincial DTP, was
also brought before a court
because of a speech he made at the
funeral of a PKK fighter known as
Zilan Amed. He was sentenced to
a year’s imprisonment for “PKK
propaganda”, while to others,
charged with him, were acquitted
in the same case.

Reacting to these sentences, the
DTP called them a roundabout
retaliation by a government
party incapable of accepting its
electoral defeat. Thus the leader
of the DTP group in parliament
accused the AKP of wishing to
eliminate his party from the
democratic interplay: “Such
operations and such pressures
are the sign of a new period in
which our party is pushed out of
the political struggle. However,
everyone should know that we
will never give up”. Ahmet Turk
also suggested that “some forces”
in Turkey were trying to topple
the country into a phase of

violence by such provocations.
“If they persist in these
confrontations things will be even
worse than in the past. If the ship
sinks, we will all sink with it”.

Although the police stated that
the police operation had been
planned “a long time ago”
observers stress that this
operation comes soon after the
DTP had called on the state to
recognise the PKK as a
representative for resolving the
Kurdish conflict. The newly
elected mayors had, indeed, met
in Ankara to discuss the party’s
new political line. At the end of
this meeting the DTP had made
a statement in which it
suggested that the PKK leader,
Abdullah Ocalan, imprisoned on
Imrali Island, be considered as
one of the recognised negotiators
for settling the Kurdish question.
In this they refused to give way
to the recommendations of the
European Union and the United
States that frequently urge the
DTP distance itself from the
PKK.

Hitherto, the DTP has always
refused to describe the
Kurdistan Workers’ Party as a
terrorist organisation. Moreover,
the DTP leaders consider that
their election campaign, based
on Kurdish identity and claims
has born fruit. This can explain
the firm stand adopted by the
party after the elections: “The
world will take time to analyse the
results of the municipal elections.
We will not change — the world
will have to accept us as we are.
Our party thinks that the municipal
elections will give a fresh direction
to politics in Turkey. In this new
period, our party’s mission will be
more important than ever”,
emphatically declared one of the
leaders. This stand, with
exultant overtones, was echoed
by an official PKK statement,
which saw this election success
as the proof that the Kurdish
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conflict could not be resolved
without the DTP or the PKK —
or, implicitly, Abdullah Ocalan.

One of the immediate results
that the DTP might hope for
would be more changes in the
anti-terrorist law, which is still
very restrictive of freedom of
expression and the dropping of
legal proceeding to ban it.
Indeed, the DTP is being
threatened with a banning order
and 221 of its members are
facing loss of political eligibility
and civic rights. “If we take the
election results into account, we do
not think that the DTP can be
politically banned”, declared this
leader to the newspaper Zaman.

Thus these arrests of elected
members of the DTP could have
the effect of a cold shower or at
least a scathing refutation of the
confident statements made by
the Kurdish party. Unless it be,
as is often the case with the
AKP’s dithering style of political
manoeuvres, a spectacular
stroke to impress the media so as
to reassure public opinion and
the nationalists of its firmness
regarding “terrorists” before
adopting more conciliatory
political approaches.

During a visit to London for a
meeting of the Kurdish
Community Centre, the leader of
the DTP parliamentary group,
Ahmet Turk, stated that Turkey
had reached a stage in which “it
was withdrawing into its shell”
unlike the last few years. He
refuted the view expressed by the
European Union that the country
had made marked advances with
regard to democracy. He himself
was the subject of judicial
investigations initiated by the
Diyarbekir Public Prosecutor
following a speech he had made
in that town the month before, in
which he had compared Abdullah
Ocalan, the PKK President, to
Nelson Mandela (a comparison
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that is common amongst the
party’s supporters), suggesting
that as the race conflict ended
with the release of the ANC
leader, so the Kurdish question
could be resolved by Abdullah
Ocalan’s release. It is not
surprising that such a remark is
the subject of legal proceedings —
much milder stands have already
resulted in sentences for “terrorist
or separatist propagandas”. The
question  of  lifting  his
Parliamentary immunity has even
been raised.

The DTP’s reaction to these
arrests took the form, in the
night of 23 to 24 April, of a sit in
inside the Turkish house of
parliament, in which all 21 of the
party’s Members of Parliament
took part.

In circles normally considered
conservative and nationalist,
similar contrasting attitudes can
be observed, combining
intransigent statements about
the PKK with quite unexpected
attitudes that break some of the
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Turkish Republic’s oldest taboos.
Thus, on 14 April, the Turkish
Armed Forces Chief of Staff,
Ilker Basbug, during his annual
speech to the War Academy,
created a shock by going back on
one of the articles of the
Kemalist credo, that the “Turkish
people” was the sole component
of the Turkish Republic (apart
from the Christian and Jewish
religious minorities usually
described as “internal foreigners”
or “Turkish citizens of foreign
nationality”). The general thus
advocated amendments to
Turkish citizenship, previously
recommended by Baskin Oran
and Ibrahim Kaboglu in 2006 in
a report on minorities that the
AKP government had
commissioned of them. That
time, however, their proposal
had landed them in court, even
though they were, eventually,
acquitted. This was that non-
Turkish citizens, who are not
described as minorities under
the Lausanne Treaty, should be
described as “Turkeli” (of
Turkey) and not as “Turks”.

Paradoxically rejecting the
“ethnic” character of the Kurdish
conflict but also rejecting the
State’s policy of assimilation, he
recommended that the specific
Kurdish identity be officially
recognised, even daring to
invoke Ataturk’s sacred shades
to back his proposals. “Let me
remind you what Ataturk said: it
was the people of Turkey (Turk
Halki) that founded the Republic of
Turkey. If you say it was the Turks
(Turkler) who did it, this distinction
loses the depth of its meaning. Who
founded the Republic of Turkey?
The people of Turkey. Ataturk here
indicated all the components of the
nation, without ethnic or religious
distinctions. If he had used the word
“Turks” instead of “the people of
Turkey” it would have had an ethnic
distinction”.

However, some people think
that the shock effect of this
speech also had the intended
purpose of turning public
attention away from the
Ergenekon case, which has
shaken circles close to the Army.

IRAQ:

A DIFFICULT POST-ELECTION PERIOD

ension between the

Baghdad and Kurdistan

Regional governments

have not eased since the

local government
elections — on the contrary.
Moreover the Kirkuk issue is
still pending, with the uneasy
expectation that they may be
postponed indefinitely or even
cancelled. There is also a UN
report due for publication that is
to make proposals for alternative
solutions to the referendum
provided for by the Iraqi
Constitution. The most probable
UN proposal is that Kirkuk be
given a “special status” for a
period of 10 years. This
envisaged status would give the
province a “high degree of
autonomy” but without the right

of entering the Kurdistan region,

still remaining financially
dependent on the central
government.

The Kurds see this as just a way
of postponing the Kirkuk issue
to some possible date in the
future and of supplanting their
influence and the presence of the
Kurdish security forces in the
region — which fits in very
nicely with the ambitions of
present Iraqi Prime Minister,
Nuri al-Maliki. Thus on 26
March, troops of the 12th
Division of the Iraqi Army,
mostly Arabs, were deployed on
the roads round the provincial
capital, trying, according to the
Peshmergas and the Kurdish
intelligence services, to compel

them to abandon the city.
Massud Barzani was not slow in
reacting and on 30 March he
again demanded that the
referendum be held, while a
delegation of Leading Kurds
came from Kirkuk to support his
demand. The Iraqi President
himself, Jalal Talabani (who is
also a Kurd), declared on 15t
April that Article 140 was part of
the Constitution and that no one
could change it.

In the provinces of Nineveh,
Sinjar and Diyala, where the
elections were able to take place,
the political climate has also
grown acrimonious. As these
districts voted massively for the
Kurdish Fraternity list, which
was allied to the Christian and
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Yezidi parties, many considered
the results as tantamount to a
referendum. Thus hundreds of
Kurds, especially those living in
Sheikhan and Sinjar (mainly
inhabited by Yezidis, but also
Christians and Moslem Kurds)
paraded through the streets of

Mosul, demanding their
unification with the Kurdistan
Region. Since the Arab

nationalist list has won Mosul
(admittedly after ethic and
religious cleansing campaigns
that, in a few years has cleared
the city of the major part of its
Kurds and Christians) the
Province’s non-Arab and non-
Moslem population is at the
moment complaining that it is
unrepresented in the Provincial
Council’s Administration,
completely dominated by the
nationalist and islamist parties,
who have cornered all the
leading functions. Prior to these
elections, the Kurds had, broadly
speaking run the Province,
because of the Sunni Arab
boycott of the 2005 elections.
However, since 21 January, the
al-Hadba list has 19 of the 37
seats on the Nineveh-Mosul
Provincial council against 12 for
the Kurdish Fraternity list. We
came second in number of seats
so we deserve to occupy some
executive functions”, explained
Darman Khatari, the Kurdish
Fraternity spokesman. However,
the elected counsellors of the
winning al-Hadba list have
rejected these demands that they
describe as “unreasonable”.

Thus several local Kurdish
political leaders have called for a
boycott of the Provincial
Council, walking out at the end
of the first session. Hissu
Narmo, mayor of the Sheikhan
district, declared to the Irbil
Kurdish press: “We, the
representatives of three districts,
have decided to boycott the Nineveh
Provincial Council. This will be
followed by other measures,

including the submission of a
memorandum to the Presidential
Council in Baghdad. If our demands
are not attended to, we will submit
a memorandum to the Kurdish
Parliament in Irbil, calling for our
annexation by the Kurdish Region” .

Some hours after this
announcement, Qassim Dakeel,
the mayor of Sinjar, a district
whose population is about 70%
Yezidi, declared to AFP: “The al-
Hadba list (Arab nationalist) has
monopolised all the important
administrative positions and
brushed aside the rest of the lists,
particularly those of the (Kurdish)
Fraternity. What is happening is
unjust and a  deliberate
marginalisation as well as the
return to the single party system.
The boycott is the result of popular
pressure and comes from the
inhabitants of the district, who have
come out on the streets to
demonstrate and call for a boycott of
the new Nineveh Council. The
demonstrators have also called for
their district to be made into an
independent governorate, which
will be part of Kurdistan” .

The Yezidi mayor of Sinjar stated
that he no longer recognised the
authority of Mosul but only that
of Massud Barzani, the President
of the Kurdistan Regional
Government, saying that Sinjar
would remain detached from
Mosul so long as al-Nujaifi were
governor.

For his part, Atheel al-Nujaifi, the
newly elected Sunni Arab
Governor of Mosul, rejected these
allegations, which he regarded as
a rejection of his electoral victory:
“Such behaviour by these little
Kurdish leaders is not in keeping
with that of the great Kurdish
leaders. The Iraqi Constitution is the
law and it says that Sinjar is
answerable to Mosul”, he retorted,
forgetting, however, that Article
140 of that Constitution
specifically mentions Sinjar as one
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of the districts liable to decide by
referendum whether to join the
Kurdistan Region.

Al-Nujaifi also describer this
boycott as illegal: “They are
administrative employees placed
under the authority of Nineveh
Province. The governors f these
three districts are just an
administrative team of the State of
Iraq. They have no right to politicise
their functions and their power in a
partisan fashion or in the interests
of a particular party. Their duty is
to calm things down so as to carry
out the law and to open talks with
the official leaders” .

Insisting that those absent
should rejoin the provincial
Council, the new Governor of
Mosul also threatened that they
would be personally struck off
the list of Council members but
added that this striking off was
purely personal and did not
apply to the Fraternity List itself.

In the opinion of A Sunni Arab
lawyer who is a member of the
nationalist  party, these
disagreements are worrying,
coming so soon after the
elections: “This is only the
beginning. We can expect things to
get worse”.

In fact, there was a suicide car
bomb attack in Zummar, one of
the 16 towns with a Kurdish
majority, which joined the
boycott movement. This
occurred at a checkpoint
manned by Peshmergas, while a
major of the same forces escaped
another car bomb attack in
another locality.

“The situation will get even more
tense if there is no political
agreement”, considered Ahmed
Qassim, a 35-year-old Arab
shopkeeper in the town. “There
are armed groups, like al-Qaida,
that will try to exploit these
disputes. There will soon be other
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explosions, in Arab zones, in
retaliation for the bombs that
exploded here today in Zummar”.

In Diyala Province, which
includes Kurdish districts that
were arbitrarily attached to an
Arab province by Saddam
Hussein, the tension has not
eased since last summer,
particularly between the
Kurdish and Iraqi forces. Here,
too, the elections seem to have
made this worse. American
soldiers even had to be called to
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escort members of the Provincial
Council after the Iraqi police had
tried to surround the building
claiming that arrest warrants
had been issued for some of the
members of the new Council. It
was, finally, possible to elect a
Governor but, here too, many of
the elected councillors called for
a boycott.

In the rest of Iraq, with its Shiite
Arab majority, serious differences
also made themselves felt. This in
the essentially Shiite province of

Wasit, all the political factions
decided to boycott the last council
meeting, which was due to elect a
Governor, after street
demonstrations had taken place
the day before against the
principal candidate in the
running.

In Basra, the Prime Minister,
Nuri al-Maliki, was obliged to
intervene personally to mediate
quarrels within his own coalition
— also over the choice of
Governor.

SYRIA:

SEVERAL KURDISH ACTIVISTS RECEIVE HEAVY SENTENCES

n Sunday, 5 April, in
Damascus, the High
State Security Court
sentenced  twelve
people, including five
Kurds and a woman, to terms of
between five and fifteen years
imprisonment, announced the

National Organisation for
Human Rights in Syria
(NOHRS).

The one most heavily sentenced
was Jamal Abdel-Wahab Hafez,
who was charged with
committing  “actions  not
authorised by the State and having
made contact with the enemy” .
Rasmi Mohammad Bakr, Ahmad
Maasum, Mouaouia Qatranji
and Mirvat Mohammad Midani
were sentenced to eight years
imprisonment and Ahmed el-
Atrache and Ali Arslan to five
years for “violent actions against
public security and for having
sheltered people who had committed
acts of violence”.

The five Kurds were all
members of the Kurdistan
Workers” Party (PKK). They
were also found guilty of having
“attempted by actions, plans or
writings to amputate part of Syrian

territory to annex it to a foreign
country”. Ezzat Abdel-Hanan
Horo, Khalil Sido, Wahid Rachid
Horor, were sentenced to eight
years jail and Adnan Ali
Hussein and Hussein Salim
Mohammad to seven years.

The President of the ONDHS,
Ammar Qorabi, attacked these
“arbitrary and  irrevocable
sentences” and expressed his
“profound anxiety”. He also called
on Syria to abolish the High
State Security Court, which is
just a special emergency court,
as well as to free all the prisoners
of opinion that this Court has
sentenced.

Some days earlier, the same
Court had sentenced four Kurds
for “membership of a banned
political group that aims at
amputating a part of Syrian
territory and annexing it to a
foreign State”. Jihad al-Saleh
Abdo (42 years), Abdel-Qader
Ben Sido Ahmad (35) were also
accused of having “weakened
national feelings and incited racial
dissention”, were sent down for
five years. Saleh ben
Mohammad Abdo (32) and
Hussein ben Hamid Mohammad

(29) were sentenced to four
years.

All were members of the
Kurdish Azadi (Freedom) Party,
which is banned in Syria. They
were arrested in September 2007
at Afrin, a Kurdish town in the
Aleppo governorate, and
imprisoned in the Saidnaya
Prison in Damascus. This has
recently been shaken by
detainees’ revolts. Since the
majority of the prisoners
sentenced by this Court end up
in this incarceration centre, the
work of the High Court for State
Security was suspended for
seven months.

The President of the Syrian
Human Rights League, Abdel-
Karim Rihaoui, also called for
the suppression of this Court:
“The High Court for State Security
does not allow an appeal by
detainees. This represents a
violation of the right to a fair trial.
We call on the Syrian government
to close it down and quash all its
verdicts, and then rapidly to take
measures to ensure that all rights
are respected” (according to the
AFP).
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KIRGHIZSTAN:
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ANTI-KURDISH RIOTS INSTIGATED BY THE POLITICAL OPPOSITION

ince the end of the

1980s,the some 8,000

Kurds living in

Kirghizstan, as well as in

Tajikistan, Uzbekistan
and Kazakhstan, have been
regularly the target of acts of
hostility from local nationalists.
This Kurdish population was
forcibly displaced here by the
Georgian and Azerbaijani Soviets
in the 1930s and 40s.

Nearly 30,000 Kurds live in
Kirghizstan following their
deportation there by Stalin in 1937
and 1944. This month the Kurds of
Petrovka, a town about 40 Km
from the Kirghiz capital of
Bishkek, had to face riots that
ravaged and pillaged their homes.
Inhabited by Russians, Ukrainians
and Kirghiz, the town has hosted
about a hundred Kurds since
1990.The Kirghiz authorities affirm
that the situation is now under
control, but an independent local
radio has summoned all the
Kurdish inhabitants to leave
within 24 hours.

“Several hundreds of residents
destroyed Kurdish homes. Nearly
twenty houses were affected in several
streets and about a dozen cars were
destroyed”, stated the Assistant
Minister of the Interior, Talantbek
Isayev, to the press.

Over a hundred rioters were
arrested, half of whom were
released fairly quickly. They
claimed they wanted to “avenge”
the rape of a 4-year-old girl by a
Kurd. Thus nearly 200 Petrovka
Russians and Kirghiz demanded
the expulsion of the Kurds,
according to Azatyk Radio, that
also reported two people
wounded by bullets fired by
Kurds at the rioters.

The Kirghiz authorities are at the
moment enquiring to see whether
the source of the incidents is
“ethnic, race or interregional hatred”,
and the region’s Public Prosecutor
has stated proceedings for
“incitement to race hatred”,
indicated the spokesman of the
Ministry of the Interior, although
some officials had, previously
categorically denied the ethnic
character of the conflict.

The thesis that the original motive
of the riots was the rape of a 4-
year-old girl by a Kurd, initially
put forward by the Interior
Ministry, has been refuted by the
enquirers. They pointed out that
no case of rape had been recorded
in the region and that this rumour
seemed to have been spread by a
group close to the leader of the
opposition and presidential
candidate, Almazbek Atambayev,

in a speech he made in Petrovka,
to stigmatise the local authorities
and the management of security
by those in power. “Our children
are raped and the police puts the blame
on the opposition”, declared
Atambayev to the press, persisting
in his allegations.

Almazbek  Atambayev is
considered to be the principal rival
of the current President,
Kurmanbek Bakiyev, in the
elections due in July. The
opposition is thus keeping up
political pressure by targeting the
Kurds. A few days later, the police
was obliged to disperse nearly 500
people who were blocking the
Bishkek-Osh motorway, which
connects the North and South of
the country. These demonstrators
again demanded the expulsion of
the Kurds.

This case recalls the anti-Kurdish
riots that shook Kazakhstan last
January. These also started with
the same pretext or rumours of
sexual aggression on a child. A
Kurdish teenager was accused of
sexual aggression on Kazakh boy.
Groups then, in the same way,
attacked Kurdish houses in
reprisal, set them on fire and
manhandled the inhabitants. The
violence then spread to the whole
region inhabited by Kurds.

IRAQ:

THREE CHRISTIANS ASSASSINATED IN KIRKUK

hile a pall was cast over
the end of the year 2008
by the innumerable acts
of violence against the
Christians in Mosul, it
seems as if this violence has
spread to Kirkuk, where three
Christians were assassinated on
the eve of Easter, as the city’s

Archbishop, Louis Sako,
lamented. In his view, it is clear
that these murders were

premeditated and that the key
reason was the determination to
force the Christians to leave.
Susan Latif David and her
mother-in-law, Muna Banna
David, were executed by a group
of armed men, who entered their
home in the Domiz quarter of
Kirkuk. They were both members
of the Chaldean Catholic Church.
Susan David had recently
married a restaurant owner

whose restaurant is close to the
Cathedral.

In another part of the city, Basil
Shaba, who was a member of the
Syriac Orthodox Church, was
killed in a similar attack. His
brother, Thamir, and his father
Yussif were wounded.

The Archbishop of Kirkuk
pointed out that all the city’s
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leaders, whatever their
denomination, were shocked and
saddened by these murders.
Many of them, including the
city’s mayor and the sheikhs of
tribes, attended the funerals:
“People were crying. We are all
saddened. We only hope that the
blood of the martyrs will one day
bring us peace and stability”.

The head of the Kirkuk Police
assured the bishop that he would
do everything he could to find
and arrest those guilty.
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According to some Kurdish
leaders, the similarity of these
attacks with those in Mosul
indicated an attempt by
nationalist or islamist groups to
take over the city as has
happened in Mosul, the
Christians being the first victims
of this ethnic or religious
cleansing. Louis Sako also thinks
that the uncertainty hanging over
Kirkuk’s future, whether the
province will become part of the
Kurdistan Region or remain
under the authority of Baghdad,
is developing an atmosphere of

tension favourable to such acts of
violence.

Furthermore, a petition is going
around, initiated by pro-Kurdish
groups, calling for Kirkuk to be
immediately annexed to the
Kurdistan Region — to the
annoyance of other political
groups. The initiators of this
campaign of signatures indicate
that they have collected nearly
80,000 signatures amongst the
inhabitants of Kirkuk — Kurds,
Arabs, Assyrians and Turcomen.

DENMARK:

ROJTV AT THE HEART OF TURK-DANISH RELATIONS

elations between

Denmark and Turkey

have experienced no

little friction, the origin

of which is the
presence, on Danish soil, of the
Kurdish Television station,
RojTV, close to the PKK. For
years Turkey has called for it to
be closed down — without any
success, despite the numerous
official complains lodged with
the authorities by its Copenhagen
Embassy. The Danish
Audiovisual Council has three
times rejected the demands for it
to be banned.

Thus the nomination of former
Danish Prime Minister, Anders
Fogh Rasmussen, to NATO's top
post was delayed, if not blocked,
by Turkey’s official reluctance.
According to Turkish journalists,
Ankara’s final consent is said to
have, secured, in return, the
imminent ban on RojTV from
broadcasting from Denmark, as it
has done since 2003.

Thus a few days before the
NATO summit on 3 and 4 April,
three Danish public prosecutors
were sent to Ankara to enquire
about the Kurdish television and
establish the truth about the links
between the channel and the

PKK, even though Denmark
affirms, moreover, that this has
no connection with the NATO
issue.

However, in a television
interview given that month by
the Turkish Prime Minister, the
link between Turkish reticence at
Mr. Rasmussen’s nomination and
RojTV’s presence in Denmark
was quite clearly raised. Recep
Tayyip Erdogan told how he had
several times phoned the latter,
when he was head of the Danish
government, to ask for RojTV to
be closed down. “This has been
going on for four years and they ve
still not settled the problem”.
Another motive invoked is
Denmark’s attitude at the time of
the caricatures of Mohamed.
According to the Turkish Prime
Minister, the nationality of the
future NATO Director “would
offend Moslem feelings” .

However, Turkey has not used its
veto as the Turkish President,
Abdullah Gul, pointed out in a
calmer manner: “We do not have
any particular stand against the
Prime Minister or anyone else for
that matter”. Abdullah Gul also
described the former Danish
Prime Minister “one of the most
important and most successful of
Prime Ministers”, thus, in the

opinion of some diplomats,
playing a duet of blowing
alternately hot and cold with
Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

Finally Turkey ended it
reservations and accepted Mr.
Rasmussen’s candidature.
Several Turkish papers then
raised the possibility of an
agreement between the two
countries to put an end to RojTV.
An enquiry has been, officially,
under way in Denmark since
2005 to determine whether
Turkish accusations against the
Kurdish channel are well
founded. However, the Public
Prosecutor in charge of the case,
Liselotte Nikas, denies any
bargaining between the two
governments on this subject: “The
enquiry is in our jurisdiction and it
is up to us to make a decision” .

The Director in Denmark of
RojTV, Yilmaz Imdat, also
declared to the press: “We will not
close down just because Turkey
demands it. It is not Turkey that
decides thinks in Denmark. We live
in a democratic country that respects
freedom of expression and the
freedom of the press. They don’t do
things here as in Turkey and close
down a television channel or a radio
just because they don't like it” .
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BAGHDAD PENALISES KOREAN FIRMS BECAUSE OF
CONTRACTS MADE WITH THE KURDISTAN REGIONAL GOVERNMENT

he Iraqi Oil Minister

has penalised two

South Korean oil

companies for having

signed contracts worth
a billion dollars with the
Kurdistan Regional Government.
Hussein al-Sharistaniis said to
have told the South Korean
Ambassador Ha Tae-yun that the
Korean National Oil Company
(KNOC) and SK Energy would
not be authorised to take part in
any tenders because they had
signed contracts with Irbil:
“Signing these contracts is against
Iraqi law and Constitution”, the
Minister stated to the
Ambassador. “For this reason,
these two companies cannot
participate in tenders. However, if
they cancel their contracts they
could be accepted for future
tenders” .

The agreement signed between
Kurdistan and the major refinery
groups KNOC and SK Energy
cover eight oil deposits located
near Irbil. The two companies
are already sure of pumping 3
billion barrels in exchange for
investments in Infrastructures in

Kurdistan amounting to 2.1
billion dollars.

In fact, the disagreement with
the Iraqi Minister is because this
contract, like other oil contracts
signed by the Kurdish
government and foreign
companies have not been
approved by Baghdad. For
several years, at the instigation
of Hussein al-Shahristani (whose
relations with the Kurds are
appalling), there has been a trial
of strength being played (or
tried on) between Baghdad and
Irbil, the former trying to get
total control over any such
agreements. The questions of
sharing oil revenues and of the
budget allocated to Kurdistan by
the central government depend
on these conflicts of jurisdiction.
Baghdad wants, as in the past, to
have complete control of the
extraction and management of
the whole of Iraq’s oil resources.
The Kurdish Region, on the basis
of the Constitution, wants freely
to conduct its trade and oil
policy even though sharing its
hydrocarbon income with all the
Iraqi provinces.

These political differences have
delayed the exploitation of rich
deposits as well as the adoption
of a new law on hydrocarbons
by the Iraqi Parliament. Last
January, the Iraqi government
suspended a contract with the
principal Korean oil refining
company, which was due to
export 90,000 barrels a day to
Seoul because the Koreans had,
at the same time signed an
agreement with the Kurds to
exploit a the Barzian deposit,
capable of producing 500 million
barrels.

Falah Mustafa, Kurdistan’s
Foreign Minister, is said to be
furious at this statement. “These
contracts are mnot illegal or
unconstitutional. We are extremely
shocked by Mr. al-Shahristani’s
declaration. He would do better to
look after his Ministry’s business
and serve the interests of the Iraqi
people by increasing  oil
production” .

The Korean company, for its
part, has refused to make any
comment.




Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

CINTERENATION AT

DU 1¢" AU 8 AVRIL 2009

piPLOMATIE Ankara reconnait le Kurdistan (irakien)

En visite en Irak, le président turc a pour
la premiere fois utilisé le terme Kurdistan
pour désigner le nord de ce pays.

En échange, les Kurdes irakiens lui

ont promis de liguider le PKK.

"utilisation par le président G4l du terme

“Kurdistan”, fot-ce de maniére indirecte,
pour gualifier le nord de I'lrak margue incon-
testablement un tournant dans les rapporis
entre Ankara et Erbil [capitale du Kurdis-
tan irakien]. En réalité, le président a
simplement fait allusion & la Constitution
irakienne, qui consacre |'existence d'une
administration régionale kurde dans le nord
du pays, appelée Kurdistan tant par ses habi-
tants que par les diplomates étrangers et la
presse mondiale. It s’agit donc d'un terme
parfaitement accepté par la communauté
internationale. Comme Abdullah GU! I'a rap-

pelé lui-méme, ce que la Gréce continue
de nommer “ex-République yougoslave de
Macédoine” n’en demeure pas moins gua-
lifié de Macédoine par le reste du monde.
Jusqgue-la, dés que I'on évoquait les régions
kurdes d'Irak, la Turguie ne voulait entendre
parler que du “nord de I'irak”. Bien entendu,
I'attitude ambigué des Kurdes d'irak & I'égard

de la Turquie, en particulier au sujet du Parti
des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK), n’a pas
été de nature a favoriser I'utilisation du terme
Kurdistan en Turquie. Son utilisation aujour-
d’hui montre le chemin qui a été parcouru
depuis lors tant sur le plan des rapports
entre Ankara et Erbil que vis-a-vis de I’évo-
lution de la guestion kurde a Vintérieur de
la Turquie elle-méme.

En recourant a ce terme dans un contexte
ol it rappelle les Kurdes irakiens & leur devoir
a I'égard du PKK, Abdullah Gl a voulu déli-

vrer le message suivant : si vous étes vrai-
ment une entité autonome au sein de 'lrak,
vous étes alors en mesure d’assumer vos
responsabilités et vos engagements. Les lea-
ders kurdes irakiens semblent avoir compris
le message. Tant le président irakien d’ori-
gine kurde, Jalal Talabani, gue Nechirvan Bar-
zani, le Premier ministre de I'entité kurde
autonome, ont en effet souligné dans leurs
discours la nécessité de désarmer et de
“liquider” le PKK. Les pourpariers actuels
portent ainsi désormais sur la fagon de

mettre un terme aux activités du PKK et, au-
deld, en cas de succés, sur la maniére de
développer une coopération sur le plan éco-
nomique ainsi que dans d'autres domaines
avec cette région kurde limitrophe de la Tur-
guie. La région kurde du nord de 'lrak est
bien le voisin de la Turquie. Les deux parties
ont alors intérét & développer de bonnes rela-

tions. Cette visite de GUl en Irak témoigne
qu'une vision commune entre les deux par-
ties est en train de prendre forme.
Avec ['utilisation du mot “Kurdistan”, nous
constatons gu'un tabou est tombé. La Tur-
quie est désormais en mesure de passer
outre I'allergie et I'inquiétude que ce genre
de mot pouvait provoquer. Dans ces condi-
tions, le sud-est de la Turquie [@ majorité
kurde], qui se développe rapidement et oli
les droits de I"'homme sont respectés, peut
devenir un exemple - voire un péle d’'at-
traction — pour ses voisins immédiats. La
région septentrionale de 'lrak est appelée
Kurdistan dans le cadre d’un systéeme fédé-
ral inscrit dans la Constitution irakienne.
Celle-ci garantit par ailleurs le caractére uni-
taire de I'Etat irakien. il est donc tout a fait
naturel d’appeler cette région par son nom.
Sami Kehen, Mifliyet, Istanbul

L’Elysée prét a un retour du débat sur

I’adl

1és1on de la Turquie

Depuis son élection, Sarkozy
a maintenu son refus, mais
il en a assoupli les modalités.

QUAND ce n'est pas le plombier
polonais, c'estla Turquie qui s'invite
a la veille des scrutins européens.
Face ala gauche « internationaliste »
et aAmérique « multiculturaliste »,
Nicolas Sarkozy a régulierement
affiché son hostilité & entrée de la
Turquie dans I'Union européenne.
« 8t la Turquie était en Europe, ca se

LE FIGARO mardi 7 avril 2009

saurait!», avait-il lancé en jan- -

vier 2005, faisant la joie des électeurs

de droite et causant I'irritation de °

Jacques Chirac, chaud partisan du
processus d’adhésion au nom du
« dialogue entre les civilisations ».
Depuis son élection, Nicolas
Sarkozy a mis de I'eau dans son vin.
I a rencontré le premier ministre
turc Recep Tayyip Erdogan deuxfois
lors de T'Assemblée générale des
Nations unies a New York etl'a assu-
ré quela France ne s'opposerait pas

, alanégociation en cours tant qu'elle
ne toucherait pas aux chapitres -

décisifs. Il lui a fallu aussi corvaincre
la Turquie que son projet d’'Union
méditerranéenne n'était pas une
ruse pour la détourner de 'UE. Mis-
sion accomplie: Erdogan était le
13 juillet & Paris pour le lancement
del'Union pour la Méditerranée.

Délicate clause du référendum
Mais la passe la plus délicate

fut la modification de I'obligation

de recourir au référendum pout

 ratiffer toute nouvelle adhésion a
' I'Union européenne. Cette clause,

inscrite dans la Constitution par
Jacques Chirac pour rassurer les
adversaires de 'adhésion turque,
était difficile a défendre vis-a-vis
des autres nouveaux venus et jugée
discriminante par Ankara. Un
compromis a donc laborieuse-
ment été dégagé : « Le principe du
réferendum est maintenu, sauf si
plus des trois cinguiémes des parle-

- mentaires des deux Assemblées rati-

fient une adhésion lors d'un vote
préalable », résume I'Elysée.

« Le retour du débat sur lacdhé-
sion turgque ne nous dérange pas du
tout, on est au clair, le président a

« encore réaffirmé dimanche sa posi-

tion, en désaccord avec Barack
Obama », fait savoir I'Elysée. Les
adversaires delaréintégration plei-
ne et entiére de la France 2 'Otan
vont néanmoins s’employer & sou-
ligner que Nicolas Sarkozy va
devoir désormais se faire le zélé
serviteur des intéréts américains et
faciliter 'entrée d'Ankara, a terme,
dans I'Union européenne.

Le chef de I'ftat aura donc a
ceeur de montrer qu'il ne s'est pas -
laissé prendre dans les {ilets améri-
cains. Tout comme lors du G20, ol
il avait mis la pression sur les Etats-
Unis, il devrait s'efforcer de
convaincre qu'il est « l'ami», mais
« lami debout », des Etats-Unis.

CrarLEs Jaicy
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Les miliciens du « Réveil » redoutent d’étre les laissés-pour-compte du

désengagement américain de I'Trak

messes » faites aux anciens
4 combattants et sympathi-
santsd’Al-QaidaenIrak quiontdéci-
dé en 2006 et 2007 de changer de
camp pour devenir, sous appella-
tion de « comités du Réveil », les
supplétifs des soldats étrangers et
irakiens dans ce pays. Prononcée
lundi 30 mars par Je général David
Perkins, porte-parole du contin-
gent américain, cette « réaffirma-
tion » des engagements de soutien
prisen 2008 2l'endroit des quelque
cent mille hommes, a 80 % sunni-
tes, qui sont crédités d’avoir aidé a
la défaite des djithadistes irakiens
vise & limiter I'esprit de révolte qui
semble gagner une partie de cette
force paramilitaire. Elle fajt égale-
ment suite & la rébellion armée
d'une centaine de miliciens, same-
di28etdimanche2g marsaBagdad.
Limitée & un quartier dénommsé
Al-Fadhil-1'un des deux derniers a
majorité sunnite dans la partie
orientale de la capitale — la révolte
des « Fils de I'Irak », comme les
nomme le haut commandement
américain qui les a structurés,
armeés et rémunérés, a finalement
¢té ‘matée par les soldats irakiens
apres deux jours d’affrontements.
Déclenchée suite & l'arrestation,
samedi, du leader de ce groupe, un
ancien d’Al-Qaida en Irak dénom-
mé Adil Machadani, la rébellion
qui, trente-six heures durant, a
transformé le quartier en champ
de bataille, avec rafales nourries,
tireurs embusqués sur les toits des
immeubles et survols d’hélicopté-
res de combat américains sollicités
«ensoutien » al'opération irakien-
ne, a finalernent fait quatre morts
et plusieurs dizaines de blessés.
Mardi, alors que la plupart des
rebelles avaient rendu leurs armes
et regagné leurs foyers, Al-Fadhil
avait retrouvé son calme.
Recherché pour meurtre, kid-
napping, racket et d'autres crimes
« contre la patrie », Adil Machadani
et son second, a présent sousles ver-
“rous, sont également suspectés,
selon un porte-parole de I'armée

Ei ‘Amérique « tiendra les pro-

irakienne, d'appartenir en sous-
main & un groupe armé clandestin
proche del'ancien parti Baasde Sad-
dam Hussein, aujourd’hui interdit.
Avant de « travailler » pour Al-Qai-
da 2 partir de la mi-2003, l'intéres-
sé, un grand costaud chauve et
moustachu, était officter dans la
Garde républicaine de Saddam.

Le probléme est que ce profil cor-

Pour ces sunnites,
le gouvernement
de Nouri Al-Maliki
« agit pour I'Tran »

respond a bon nombre de mem-
bres des « comités duRéveil » répar-
tis dans toute la partie nord et
ouestdel'lrak, cequinelasse pasde
les inquiéter. A Diyala, une provin-
ce mixte chiite-sunnite oti Al-Qai-
da dispose encore de combattants,
Khaled Khodeir Al-Kouhaibi, chef
delamilice locale, reprendI'antien-
ne qui court les rangs de tous les

« réveillés » sunnites du pays, a

‘savoir que le gouvernement essen-

tiellement chiite de Nouri Al-Mali-

- ki « obéit al'lran, est loyal a l'Tran »

et « agit pour 'Iran ». Mis a part
quelques chefs de tribus sunnites
de la province d’Al-Anbar qui se

- sont vraiment ralliés au gouverne-

ment en échange d’avantages pour
leurs affidés, la plupart des mili-
ciens du « Réveil » n'ont qu'une
confiance trés limitée en sa parole.
« Nous craignons beaucoup, résu-
me Al-Luhaibi, de nous retrouver
entre deux feux, celui du gouverne-
ment et celui ’Al-Qaida, lorsque les
Ameéricains seront partis. »

M. Maliki, qui se méfie beau-
coup de la nouvelle sincerité
« patriotique » de ces « retournés »
sunnites, en a déja fait arréter plu-
sieurs centaines a travers le pays.
Suite aux fortes pressions exercées
sur lui par 'armée américaine, le
premierministreaacceptéde pren-
dre en charge les salaires de ces mili-
ciens {de 250 a 300 dollars par
mois) depuis octobre 2008 et pro-

Une force supplétive

Environ 100 000 miliciens

A 80 % sunnites, ils ont été recru-
tés comme supplétifs par 'armee
américaine depuis début 2006.
Quelque 54 000 miliciens

sont présents dans les seules ville
et province de Bagdad.

Le mouvement du « Réveil »
{nitié fin 2005 par des chefs

de tribus sunnites de la province
d’'Al-Anbar, outrés par V'extrémis-
me des djihadistes d'Al-Qaida

en Irak, le mouvement dit du

« Réveil » — Sahwa en arabe —
s'est peu a peu étendu a toutes
les villes confessionneliement
mixies du pays.

Le calendrier de retraif améri-
cain {140 000 hommes) Présen-
té début mars, il s'étale jusqu’au
31200t 2010. Douze mille soldats
seront redéployés au cours

des six prochains mois.

mis d’en embaucher quelque vingt
mille dans I'armée et la police. Pro-
bleme : alors que les prix du pétro-
le, unique ressource extérieure de
I'lrak, s'effondrent, le gouverne-
ment a gelé toute embauche nou-
velle dans ses forces de sécurité.
Moins d’un tiers du nombre pro-
mis gurait £té i ce jour intégré.

De nombreux chefs miliciens &
travers le pays se plaignent de
n'avoir pas été payés depuis deux a
trois mois. Le gouvernement plai—‘
de la bonne foi et la désorganisa-
tion bureaucratique de ses services
pour expliquer ces retards. Maisen
haut lieu, certains ne cachent pas
leur aversion al'endroit de ces mili-
ciens « achetés parles Américains ».
IIs estiment que les quelque
620 ooo membresdes divers servi-
ces de sécurité sont « assez nom-
breux pour maintenir l'ordre » et
que, d’ici au départ des Américains,
prévu au 31 aotit 2010 pour le gros
destroupes, « peu de miliciens pour-
ronty étre intégrés ». &

Patrice Claude {(avec AP et AFP)




Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

Violences en lrak:
252 morts en mars

BAGDAD , 1 avril 2009 (AFP)

LES VIOLENCES en Irak ont colté la vie a 252 civils, militaires et policiers irakiens
en mars, un bilan stable par rapport a février, selon des chiffres recueillis mercredi
par AFP auprés des ministéres de la Défense, de lntérieur et de la Santé.

Au total, 252 Irakiens ont péri et 647 ont été blessés dans des attentats et attaques
en mars, contre 258 en février, confirmant la hausse des deux demiers mais, aprés
191 morts en janvier, le mois qui avait enregistré le niveau de violences le plus bas
depuis f'invasion américaine en 2003.

Dans le détail, 185 civils ont &té tués et 445 blessés dans des actes de violences.
Dans le méme temps, 14 militaires irakiens ont péri et 45 ont été blessés.

La police irakienne a également été touchée avec 53 de ses agents tués et 157 bles-
sés. Par ailleurs, 45 insurgés présumés ont été tués et 650 arrétés.

La semaine dermiiére, le porte-parole de I'armée américaine, le général David Perkins,
s'était félicité de la baisse des violences, indiquant que le nombre d'attaques en Irak
avait atteint son niveau le plus bas depuis les premiers mois de linvasion américaine
en mars 2003.

Cette baisse s'explique par la nouvelle stratégie de contre-insurrection de Farmée
américaine et le renforcement des forces de sécurité irakiennes, méme si les atten-
tats restent presque quotidiens.

En 2008, 6.772 Irakiens avaient été tués dans des violences.

Atitre de comparaison, 17.430 personnes avaient péri en 2007. 2006 et 2007 avaient
enregistré les pires bilans de victimes depuis mars 2003.

De son cbté, I'armée américaine a perdu huit militaires en mars, soit le bilan le plus
bas depuis Iinvasion, ce qui porte & 4.262 les pertes américaines en Irak depuis mars
2003, selon un bilan établi a partir du site www.icasualties.org.

Le bilan des victimes en mars s'explique notamment par au moins quatre attentats de
grande ampleur, qui ont fait en moyenne 30 morts & chaque fois.

Début mars, deux attentats suicide perpétrés 4 trois jours d'écart a Bagdad et 8 Abou
Ghraib, dans la banlieue ouest de |a capitale, avaient ravivé les craintes pour la sécu-
rité en Irak, alors que farmée américaine prévoit de retirer 12.000 de ses soldats
dans les six mois a venir, en plus des 4.100 soldats du contingent britannique qui doi-
vent avoir quitté le pays d'ici juillet.

Le mode opératoire de ses attentats trés meurtriers - un kamikaze portant une cein-

ture d'explosifs ou conduisant un véhicule bourré d'explosifs - porte la signature de la
branche irakienne d'Al-Qaida.

Prudent, le commandement américain a toujours estimé qu'Al-Qaida, méme affaiblie,
conservait la capacité de monter des opérations complexes. Et qu'il restait encore du
travail pour que les forces irakiennes soient complétement prétes & assurer seules la
sécurité du pays.

La semaine dermiére, le porte-parole de I'armée américaine, le général David Perkins,
s'était félicité de la baisse des violences, indiquant que le nombre d'attaques en Irak
avait atteint son niveau le plus bas depuis les premiers mois de l'invasion américaine
en mars 2003,

BAGDAD, 2 avril 2009 (AFP) -

LE MINISTRE irakien du Pétrole a annoncé jeudi que les entreprises sud-coréennes
qui avaient signé des contrats pétroliers avec le Kurdistan irakien ne pourraient pas
participer aux appels d'offres lancés par Bagdad pour plusieurs gisements importants
en Irak.

"Le ministre du Pétrole Hussein Chahristani a déclaré que les contrats signés étaient
ilégaux et contraires a la Constitution”, indique son ministére dans un communiqué
publié aprés une rencontre entre M. Chahristani et 'ambassadeur sud-coréer en Irak,
Ha Tae-yun.

"Pour cette raison, ces deux compagnies ont été empéchées de participer aux appels
d'offres. Mais si ces compagnies annulent leurs contrats, elles pourront participer au
prochain appel d'offres”, a ajouté le ministre cité dans le communiqué.

A Erbil, le chargé des relations extérieures du gouvernement kurde irakien Falah
Moustafa s'est dit "trés en colére” aprés les déclarations de M. Chahristani.

*|| ferait mieux de s'occuper de son ministére, de servir les Irakiens et d'augmenter la
production pétroliére”, a ajouté M. Moustafa a FAFP.

Interrogée, Fambassade sud-coréenne a Bagdad n'a pas souhaité faire de commen-
laires.

Les entreprises sud-coréennes SK Energy et Korea National Oil Corp (KNOC) ont
signé deux contrats pétroliers avec les autorités du Kurdistan irakien,

PETROLE: L'IRAK SANCTIONNE 2 FIRMES COREENNES EN CONTRAT
AVEC LE KURDISTAN

En juin 2008, un accord avait été signé avec un consortium sud-coréen mené par la
KNOC, compagnie publique, prévoyant l'exploration de huit champs pétroliers avec
des réserves estimées & 7,2 mds de barils.

En contre-partie, la société sud-coréenne s'était engagée a investir deux milliards de
dollars dans des projets de construction dans la région kurde.

L'accord avait été conclu malgré les protestations de Bagdad qui refuse & la région
autonome du Kurdistan la possibilité de négocier, sans son accord, des contrats d'ex-
ploration pétroliere,

En janvier 2008, Bagdad avait suspendu un contrat d'approvisionnement de 90.000
barils par jour avec la compagnie nationale sud-coréenne. Cette derniére venait de
signer avec le Kurdistan un accord d'exploration d'un champ & Bazian.

L'Irak a lancé fin décembre un second appel d'offres international portant sur 11
champs pétroliers et gaziers afin de relancer une production irakienne a la traine en
attirant les majors occidentales.

Cette initiative intervenait six mois aprés un premier appel d'offres portant sur six
champs pétroliers et deux gisements gaziers.

Une nouvelle loi sur le pétrole est en discussion au Parlement, mais son vote a été
reporté a cause de fortes oppositions entre factions chiites, sunnites et kurdes au sein
de 'assemblée, notamment au sujet de la répartition des revenus pétroliers.

Membre fondateur de 'Organisation des pays exportateurs de pétrole (Opep), I'rak
posséde les troisidmes réserves mondiales connues de pétrole brut avec plus de 115
milliards de barils, derriére I'Arabie Saoudite et [ran.

DIYARBAKIR (Turquie), 2 avril 2009 (AFP)

UN TRIBUNAL de Diyarbakir (sud-est) a inculpé trois anciens "repentis” rebelles
kurdes jeudi pour leur implication dans I'assassinat présumé de nombreux Kurdes
dans les années 1990 dans cette zone, a-t-on appris de source judiciaire.

La cour a ordonné dans un premier temps l'inculpation de deux hommes, puis suivi
d'une froisiéme. lis était tous autrefois membres du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan
(PKK, interdit), a-t-on précisé de méme source,

Iis ont été écroués dans I'attente de leur procés dans le cadre de I'enquéte baptisée
"les puits de la mort".

Ces inculpations interviennent alors qu'un procureur de Diyarbakir, la principale ville
du sud-est turc, dominé par les Kurdes, a ordonné de nouvelles fouilles jeudi sur un
site proche du hameau de Karacali, & une dizaine de km de la ville.

Les autorités rechercheraient les restes de deux personnes portées disparues aprés

TURQUIE: TROIS PERSONNES INCULPEES POUR DES ASSASSINATS DE KURDES

avoir été abattues par des éléments du service de renseignements de la gendarme-
rie turque, le Jitem, sur la base d'aveux formulés par un transfuge du PKK qui évo-
quait des exactions presumées.

Rien n'avait été trouvé en début de journée jeudi.

Abdiilkadir Aygan, un ancien rebelle devenu informateur de I'armée et qui vit actuel-
lement en Suéde, a affirmé & la presse turque avoir été témoin de meurtres d'un cer-
tain nombre de gens, accusés de collaborer avec le PKK.

Ses allégations ont donné le coup d'envoi d'une large enquéte sur des disparitions
dans les années 1990, au plus fort de linsurrection kurde dans la région.

Des excavations effectuées dans la province voisine de Sirnak ont permis de retrou-
ver des fragments d'os humain et de tissu dans des endroits surnommés par la
presse "les puits de la mort', parce que des corps y auraient &té jetés puis recouverts
d'acide, dans les années 1990.

Trois autres personnes ont été inculpées jusqu'a présent dans cefte affaire, dont un
colonel de l'armée.
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. leaves
raq’s cities

BAGHDAD

Militants back in areas
that were largely quiet,
but the threat is unclear

BY ALISSA J. RUBIN

As the U.S. military prepares to withdraw
from Iraqi cities, Iraqi and American se-
curity officials say that jthadi and Baathist
militants are rejoining the fight in areas
that are Jargely quiet now, regrouping as a
smaller but still lethal insurgency.

There i1s much debate whether any
new insurgency, at a time of relative calm
in most of Iraq, could ever produce the
same levels of violence as at the height of
the fighting here. A recent stream of at-
tacks, however, like bubbles that indicate
fish beneath still water, suggest the po-
tential danger, all the more perilous now

. because the Americans who helped paci-
fy Iraq are leaving.

Several well-planned bombings, one
on a street that had recently reopened
because it was thought to be safe, have
killed 123 people, most of them in and
around Baghdad. Three were suicide
bombings, signatures of Al Qaeda in
Mesopotamia, a Sunni extremist group.

Assassination attempts on members of
the Awakening Councils, former insur-
gents who switched sides for pay, have
increased, as are fears that some are
joining Al Qaeda or other insurgent
groups. On Saturday a key Awakening
leader was arrested on charges, among
others, of being a member of the military
wing of the outlawed Baath Party that
was led by SaddamHussein.

Prisoners, lon
tary are being set free every day, poten-
tially increasing the insurgency’s man-
power. At least one has already blown
himself up in a suicide attack.

Most of tbe aftacks have targeted

* Iragis, but one development affects the
Americans. A new weapon has appeared
in Iraq: the Russian-made RKG-3 gren-
ade, which weighs just two kilograms, or
five pounds, and, attached to parachutes,

can be Iobbed by a tcenager. But it can
penetrate the U.S. military’s latest heav-
ily armored vehicle, the MRAP. The

d by the U.S. mili-_

grenades cost as little as $10, said U.S.
military officials, who would not say how
often they have killed soldiers.

To some experts, all of this amounts to
ugly but unavoidable background noise,
the deadly but no longer destabilizing
face of violence in Irag. In that view,
there wili still be attacks, but not ones
that could topple the government.

Military officers here, who asked not to
be gquoted by name because they were
not authorized to talk to the news media,
asserted that they had reduced the num-
ber of militants linked to Al Qaeda from
about 3,800 to less than 2,000.

“In most placcs there isn’t an insur-
gency in Iraq any more,” said an Ameri-
can military mtelligence officer in Wash-
ngton, who is not permitted to speak on
therecord. “What we havenow is aterror-
ism problem and there is going to be a ter-
rorism problem in Iraq for along time.”

Other officials, Iraqi and American, are
more worried. They see Al Qaeda and
other insurgent groups activating net-
warks of sleeper cells, who now are strik-
ing government and civilian targets.

JInsurgent groups linked to Saddany’s
regime are also reviving. Among the

‘most powerful now is Nashgabandi,

which has ties to a former vice president
under Saddam, Izzat Ibrahim al-Douri.
The organization, which gets financing
from Iraqi exiles in Syria, has formed an

“alliance with Al Qaeda, said American

and Iragi military intelligence officials.
“Al Qaeda and the hardcore Saddam-

istg are the main thireats to the national

security of Irag,” said Mouwaffak al-

Rubaie, Iraq’s national security adviser.
“Nashgabandi is the cradle; they are

providing logistical support for Al Qaeda

_ in Diyala, Kirkuk and some eastern parts

of Salahiddin,” Rubaie said. “What we
are seeing is the resurgence of the hard-
core Saddamists, but using Al Qaeda in
Iraqas a front and as suicide bombers.”

U.S. military officials said they be-
lieved they have checked the insurgency,
but they likened it to a spring. “It can
come up quickly as soon as it 1s released,
but the longer you keep it down the less it
rebounds,”” said Col. James Phelps, anin-
surgency expert.

In interviews with 14 leaders of the
Awakening movement, all belicved that
the Al Qaeda presence in their areas had
increased as American troops began to

. close combat outposts in rural areas or

hand them over to the Iragi Arimy, a first
step toward withdrawing entirely. They
reported subtle signs of trouble: assassi-
nation attempts, homemade bombs
placed neay their homes or under their
cars, leaflets urging them not to work
with the government.

“We notice when there is a bomb bur-
ied on a back road where therc has not
been one before,” said Sheik Awad al-
Harbousi, whose Awakening group works
in the area around Taji, north of Baghdad,
much of it empty country traversed by
rugged dirt roads bordered by tall grasses
that can serve as cover. He lost one fighter
three weeks ago and had two wounded.
He worries that some may be persuaded
to go back to working with Al Qaedaif the
government does not give them jobs.

The funel al for Abéss kadim, 13, Qho was
killed last week by a car bombing in Najaf.

Undermining the stability of the last
few months is the rising {riction between
the Awakening Councils and the Iraqi
Army and police, much of it with a sec-
tarian edge. The tensions turned violent
in Baghdad on March 28 when members
of the Fadhil neighborhood Awakening
group had a shootout with a combined
U.S. and Iraqi force. The Awakening
Councils are largely Sunni and the secu-
rity forces are dominated by Shiites. In
addition, many Awakening members are
angry because promises they would
have jobs in the Shiite-dominated securi-
ty forces have not been kept.

In Dhululiya, deep in the Tigris River
Valley, Mullah Nadhim al-Jubori, a one-
time insurgent linked to Al Qaeda who
became an Awakening leader, worries
that the situation is fraying in the swath
of land he commands, long a redoubt for

Sunni militants. He ticked off seven trou-
bling events in the last month, including
the abduction of four of his men. Twa
were cxecuted and two were released

" after paying a ransom.

““The ransom was picked up in Bagh-
dad,” he said. “That tells me there is
good coordination and organization
among Al Qaeda members.”

A few of his followers have changed
sides. During the past four months 12
Awakening members were arrested as
double agents, accused of Kkilling
Awakening leaders, Mr. Nadhim said.

Further east in Diyala Province, the
situation is worse. The insurgency has
never been fully eradicated there, the
US. and Iraqlt officers said. The
province’s geography favors those who
know its dry high hills, empty patches of
desert and thick groves of date palms
along therivers.

While the province is far more secure
than in 2006 and 2007, when the capital of
Baquba was known locally as ““ the city of
death,” attacks are now increasing.
Forty-three people were killed in Diyala
in March, up from 29 in February and 6 in
January, according to the Diyala Opera-
tions Command.

Ali al-Tamimi, the chief of the provincial
council’s security committee, predicted
an increase in violence both in Baghdad
and in Baquba because the security com-
manders have not acted on warnings
about the growing activities of armed
groups on the outskirts of the capital.

“We have told them that Al Qaeda is
still present in some neighborhoods and
villages,” he said. “They have not done
enough to stop them.”’
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By P

E

LIN TURGUT / SILOPI

Ayellow digger, creaky and crusted with
mud, sits in front of a crowd of about 200
people outside a little-used military facility in
the Turkislh town of Silopi. The digger's
engine hums. In a minute it will roll forward,
past the grieving relatives dressed in their
Sunday best, past the chain-smoking lawyers
in somber suits, past blank-faced sentries
and a television broadcast van beaming pic-
tures around the country, and head on into
one of thie most controversial issues in
Turkey's murky recent history.

In the 1990s, at the height of a dirty war
fought against Kurdish separatists, state-
sanctioned death squads allegedly killed
hundreds of people and then buried them in
unmarked pits, according to human-rights
groups. Those groups estimate 5,000 people
died; 1,000 have never been found. Now,
like the pale crocuses emerging underfoot,
there are stirrings of ehange across Turkey.
For the first time, a public prosecutor has
authorized excavation of one of the sites
where missinug Kurds are believed to be
buried. The ruling represents something of a
revolution in a country that has long oppres-
sed Kurdish rights. "It would have been
unthinkable, up until recently, for a solo
prosecutor to order tliis search,” says Umit
Kardas, a former military judge who served
in the southeast in the 1980s. "This gives me
hope about Turkey's future.”

The military presence in the mainly
Kurdish southeast remains strong and the
only Kurdish party in parliament constantly
worries it will be forced to disband. But in
other ways, change is happening. After years
under a ban, the Kurdish language is flowe-
ring, the result of European Union-manda-
ted reforms introduced in 2006. In Silopi,
the same store that once secretly sold boot-
leg Kurdish tapes is now plastered with pic-
tures of budding Kurdish stars. Langnage
courses in the unofficial regional capital
Diyarbakir are packed, writers' groups have
sprouted and at the local theater, voung
actors are staging the city's first ever original
Kurdish-language play (The Mutes).
"Diyarbakir used to be a place where
Kurdish was spoken, but never written,”
says municipal cultural coordinator Cevahir
Sadak Duzgan. "That's changing.”

In cinemas nationwide, I Saw the Sun, a
controversial film about a Kurdish family
whose two sons find themselves on opposing
sides of the conflict, is No. 1 at the box office.
And while using Kurdish spelling remains
officially forbidden, people make a point of
using their Kurdish names when they can.
"Rojhat,” says one bright-eyed 29-year-old
lawyer, extending a hand when I meet him
on a recent trip to the Kurdish region of

Kurdish Spring?

=

FLAG DAYS: A Turkish Kurd celebra-
tes New Year. MUSTAFA OZER/AFP/ Gett

Turkey. "Not Resat". (Unlike Turkish,
Kurdish uses x and j.)

Even the state seems to be shaking its
hard-line stance. In January, it launched a
Kurdish-language television stlation with a
flashy Kurdish singer as main billing. "The
state is recognizing, in effect, that Kurdish is
a language and that it can be used to deliver
a public service like broadcast,” says Ahmet
Birsin, of Gun TV, a local station.

More change might flow from a land-
mark trial underway in Istanbul. The case
pits the state against a shadowy ultra-right-
wing network allegedly led by retired gene-
rals. Prosecutors accuse the group of staging
bomb attacks and assassinations in a bid to
overthrow the ruling Justice and
Development Party and create a pretext for
military rule. Turkey is no stranger to coups
— the mihtary has stepped in to push the
government this way or that three times in
as many decades. As recently as 2007, a vei-
led threat prompted early elections.

But the trial is the first time a coup plot
has landed high-ranking military officials in
court. The 40 soldiers now being held
include a retired general and colonel belie-
ved to have cofounded JITEM, a secretive
military-intelligence unit which many Kurds
suspect is responsible for most of the dirty
work in the southeast, including the extraju-
dicial killings of dozens of Kurdish activists.
The Ergenekon trial — the group named
itself after a mythic central Asian valley
Turks believe they come from — "is a miles-
tone,” says Nuserivan Elei, who represents
some 50 families of the 'missing’ in Silopi.
"It's a historic opportunity for Turkey to deal
with its past.”

Izzettin Aslan, a retired civil servant,
kuows how elusive justice can be. In 1993,
his son Murat, a 24-year-old university stu-
dent in Diyarbakir, stepped out to pay an
electricity bill. According to witnesses, four
men grabbed Murat off a busy street in
broad daylight and pushed him into a wai-
ting car. "It was as if the ground opened up
and swallowed him," Aslan says.

In 2004, a former JITEM member now
living in Sweden went public with details of

abductions he witnessed in the 1990s. He
named Aslan's son and described how he
was tortured, shot in the head and set on
fire. Based on his description, Aslan drove
out to a valley near Silopi and found bones
near a tree by a riverbed. He badgered a
local prosecutor who eventually put him on
a bus to Istanbul with a plastic bag carrying
the boues for forensic identification. The
tests proved the bones were Murat's.

Four years ago, Aslan tried to have mili-
tary commanders in charge of the region at
the time of his son's abduction subpoenaed.
The military has still uot responded to his
appeal. That snub doesn't surprise Kardas,
the former military judge. "Turkey's most
fundamental issue is how to get the military
back into the barracks,” he says. "The
Kurdish problem is at the heart of that. The
military have been deciding policy. If mili-
tary officers committed crimes, they should
be held accountable, but how?"

The carrot of E.U. membership is one
way of scaling back the military's influence.
"A chief condition of joining the E.U. is that
the military is transparent and accountable
to parliament,” says Kardas. But that pro-
cess has largely stalled, with European lea-
ders divided over Turkey's future member-
ship. New hope has arrived in the shape of
U.S. President Barack Obama, who will visit
Turkey next week and whose administration
is keen to have Turkey — Muslim yet offi-
cially secular and democratic — play a larger
role in the region.

But Turkey will need to deal with its
Kurdish problem, including ending hostili-
ties with a militant group, the Kurdistan
Workers Party (PKK), who have about 3,000
guerrillas based in the mountains of nor-
thern Iraq. Turkish officials seem to reco-
gnize this. A trilateral commission of Iraqi
Kurd, Turkish and U.S. officials meets regu-
larly to discuss a possible PKX amnesty.
Other measures on the agenda in Ankara
include restoring Kurdish place-names and
cleaning up the jingoistic billboards that lit-
ter the southeast. What's really needed is a
more democratic constitution. But the
government has backtracked on that pro-
mise before, and is weakened after losing
support in local elections last month. "To
make this sense of progress stick, we need
Kurdish identity to be constitutionally reco-
gnized," says lawyer Elei. "Otherwise it will
never be secure.” Pointing from the window
of his cramped office to the dusty town
beyond he says: "This is the farthest point
from democracy in Turkey. But it will get
here."

It helps that Turkish Kurds now have a
role model of their own. Kurdistan is still a
taboo word in Turkey, but Turkish Kurds
have watched with fascination the develop-
ments in neighboring Iraq over the past few
years. Iraqi Kurds have built up a largely
self-governing region with its own parlia-
ment and flag. For the first time in history,
the Kurds — an ancient people spread out
across Iran, Syria, Turkey and Irag — have
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what looks like a state. "The emergence of
Kurdistan has fostered a sense of self-confi-
dence here," says Sezgin Tanrikulu, a promi-
nent lawyer in Diyarbakir. "Not because
people want independence. Or to live there.
But it shows that there is indeed a distinct
Kurdish culture. For a long time we were
told 'you don't exist', 'there's no such thing
as a Kurd,' and vet, look, there they are."

That first day in Silopi, the dig is cal-
led off. The prosecutor cites security
concerns, the lawyers are despondent.
But the next morning, the digger reap-
pears and, this time, the gate opens. Every
day since has brought reports of new
bones. But as we drive out of Silopi, we
pass convoys of tarpaulin-covered mili-
tary trucks rumbling towards the Iraqi

border, as they have every March in
recent memory. Spring means a return to
good weather, and fighting the PKK in
the mountains. The trucks are a reminder
that the road ahead for Turkey is long and
bumpy. But change seems inevitable.

Turkish politics

DEFEAT is an unfamiliar concept
for Turkey's prime minister, Recep
Tayyip Erdogan. Yel his Justice and
Development (AK) Party felt it for the
first time in local elections on March
29th, when voters gave it only 39%
of the vote. That was more than any
rival but still a sharp drop from the
47% AK took in the 2007 general
election. Mr Erdogan, who treated
the local elections as a referendum
on himself, was visibly shaken as he
declared his unhappiness with the
result. AK lost 12 cities, among them
Siirt in the south-east, the home
town of Mr Erdogan’s wife, Emine. It
lost the mainly Kurdish city of Van to
the Democratic Society Party (DTP),
whose strident Kurdish nationalist
message trumped Mr Erdogan's talk
of the common bond of Islam.

The elections were a triumph for
Turkey's shaky democracy. In 2007
the fiercely secular generals led a
crude campaign to unseat the
government. They threatened a coup
when Mr Erdogan nominated
Abdullah Gul, his foreign minister, as
president, because his wife's Islamic-
style headscarf threatened Ataturk’s
secular principles. Their campaign
backfired: AK swept back for a
second term and Mr Gul became pre-
sident. The generals then egged on
the chief prosecutor to bring a case
before the Constitutional Court to
ban AK on charges of seeking to
impose sharia law. The party nar-
rowly escaped closure when the court
delivered its verdict last July.

Chastened, the army kept quiet in
the latest elections. The secular
opposition Republican People’s Party
(CHP) made modest gains, taking
23% of the vote. It put up a tough if
losing battle against AK in Ankara
and Istanbul. In the largely Kurdish
south-east the DTP took a thumping
75% in the provincial capital,
Diyarbakir. Elsewhere, the far-right
Nationalist Action Party (MHP) and

¢

Flags down for Erdogan

the overtly Islamist Felicity Party did
well. The message from the voters,
one Western diplomat suggested,
was that “they want a check on AK
hegemony.”

As Mr Erdogan’s people lick their
wounds, two lessons stand out. One
concerns the economy. Mr Erdogan’s
claims that the global meltdown had
not affected Turkey angered voters,
who face rising unemployment
(13.6% in December), shrinking GDP
and a tumbling lira. The second
stems from Mr Erdogan’s waning
appetite for the reforms that led the
European Union to open membership
talks with Turkey in 2005. Liberals,
hitherto among AK's staunchest
defenders, are defecting.

Attempts by more radical AK
types to emphasise the role of Islam
in public life spooked others. The AK
incumbent lost in Antalya, even
though Mr Erdogan is said to have
visited the resort 26 times. Mr

A wake-up call from the voters

ISTANBUL / Turkey’s ruling party did unexpectedly badly in local elections

Erdogan’s authoritarian bent and his
quarrels with the secular press did
not help. On the other side, Mr
Erdogan’s failure to deliver on issues
dear to his pious constituents, such
as easing the ban on the headscarf,
allowed Felicity to snatch some
voters away. AK no longer unites the
different strands of Turks, be they
sectarian, ethnic or ideological, as it
once did. The conundrum for Mr
Erdogan is how to please one consti-
tuency without antagonising another.

One way forward might be to re-
embrace the reformist zeal that first
propelled AK to power in 2002. In the
south-east, AK's efforts to strike a
deal with Iragi Kurdish leaders to
disarm rebels from the Kurdistan
Workers’ Party (PKK) holed up on the
Iran-Iraq border are encouraging.
But they will not succeed if AK keeps
snubbing the biggest Kurdish party,
the DTP.

The MHP’s success will make both
dealing with the PKK and rewriting
the Turkish constitution, drawn up by
the generals after their coup in 1980,
trickier. Meeting the EU’s year-end
deadline to open Turkey's ports to
Greek-Cypriot ships and planes will
also be a challenge. And Mr Erdogan
must be ready to strike a fresh
standby arrangement with the IMF to
reassure jittery foreign investors.

Such an agenda suggests that Mr
Erdogan should reach out to the
mainstream opposition CHP, which he
has been reluctant to do in the past.
Yet if he wants to remain Turkey's
most popular politician, he may have
to set aside his pride.B
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Talabani talks security
with KRG

@ﬁ@%@ ERBIL, Iraq, April 1, 2009 (UPI) --

IRAQI PRESIDENT Jalal Talabani traveled to a resort town in
northern Iraq on Wednesday to discuss political developments
with his Kurdish counterpart.

Talabani led a delegation from his political party, the Patriotic
Union of Kurdistan, to meet with President Massoud Barzani of
the Kurdistan Regional Government of Irag to discuss a variety
of political issues, the Voices of Irag news agency reports.

Both leaders had met last week with Turkish President Abdullah

Gul, marking the first visit to Irag by a Turkish head of state in
more than three decades.

Turkish and Iragi leaders addressed security issues related to the
outlawed Kurdistan Workers' Party, or PKK. Talabani said he
would convene a summit of top Kurdish officials in Erbil later this
spring.

Meanwhile, Nechirvan Barzani, the prime minister in the KRG,
met with U.S. military officials to discuss security in northern Irag
and issues related to the so-called disputed territories.

Kirkuk lies at the center of territorial disputes between the KRG
and the central government in Baghdad.

At least 10 people were wounded in Mosul from a car bomb. A
separate attack in Kirkuk wounded another eight people
Wednesday.
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April 06, 2009
By Jonathan Fryer

Some people are impatient that Turkey’s application for EU member-
ship is taking so long but there are still serious questions about a
country that bans the letters q, w and x because they exist in
Kurdish but not in Turkish

It is exactly 60 years since Turkey applied for associate membership of
the EEC, the precursor of the European Union, and 10 years since the
country officially became a candidate for full EU membership. So it is not
surprising that some public servants in Ankara are getting impatient with
the slow progress of accession negotiations, not to mention the outright
hostility of EU member states such as Austria and France.

However, there are good reasons for Brussels' slow-but-steady approach,
which even a keen advocate of Turkish membership such as myself ack-
nowledges. Quite apart from economic matters, there are still many poli-
tical issues which Turkey needs to resolve before it can qualify.

The EU — unlike other supra-national regional bodies, such as ASEAN or
the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) — has strict political conditions for
membership: the so-called Copenhagen criteria. These go way beyond
bland statements about democratic government and a respect for human
rights, notably including the specific recognition of the political and cultu-
ral rights of minorities.

This is particularly relevant in the case of Turkey. After the collapse of the
Ottoman Empire, the ‘father’ of modern Turkey, Mustafa Kemal Ataturk,
set about creating a Turkish national identity, based on the principle that
every citizen of Turkey is a Turk and should speak Turkish. Some ethnic
minorities, such as the Greeks, largely left or were expelled, but others,
including Armenians and Arabs, were faced with compulsory assimilation.
That included the approximately one-fifth of Turkey's population who iden-
tified themselves as Kurds, but who were henceforth described as 'moun-
tain Turks’.

The Kurds — whose traditional homelands straddle south-eastern Turkey,
northern Irag, western Iran and a small corner of Syria — have a distinct
culture and language (albeit divided into distinct dialects). But they have
never had a state of their own. The British and the French put an end to
any such aspirations following the First World War.

In lraq, the region of Kurdistan has acquired a large degree of autonomy.
Butin Turkey, the Kurds of south-eastern Anatolia faced both physical and
cultural oppression for most of the 20th century, especially after a militant
Kurdish organisation took up armed struggle. Not only was the Kurdish
language banned in public and Kurds treated as second-class citizens,
but whole Kurdish villages were wiped off the map. Large numbers of
Kurds also left the south-east and moved to cities in western Turkey in
search of work. There are said to be up to two million of them in Istanbul
alone. Hundreds of thousands moved abroad, including many who suc-

Turkey must sort out its Kurd issues

cessfully sought asylum in Britain. London boroughs such as Hackney
and Haringey are now home to numerous Turkish Kurds.

Quite rightly, the EU has been putting pressure on Ankara to alleviate the
situation of Kurds. This action has taken place on two main fronts: by offi-
cials in the European Commission in Brussels, as part of the accession
negotiations, and by concerned members of the European Parliament.

It was in the European Parliament building in Brussels, at the end of
January, that the Fifth Intemational Conference on EU, Turkey and the
Kurds was held, bringing together leaders of the Kurdish community,
MEPs, academics, NGOs, journalists and others, to review progress so
far and the challenges ahead. | was there as someone who has covered
the trials in Ankara and Istanbul of writers, journalists and publishers who
had fallen foul of draconian Turkish laws which make even discussing the
Kurdish issue a minefield. | also gave a paper at the conference on the
role of civil society in promoting democratic change.

The good news is that the current Turkish Prime Minister, Rejep Tayyip
Erdogan, has overseen some moderate reforms that are a step in the
right direction. The most dramatic of these has been the creation of a
Kurdish-language TV station, though Kurdish civil society groups com-
plain that they have had no say in the type of programmes it broadcasts.
The bad news is that week after week, Kurds are still being prosecuted
for exercising what should be their normal civil and cultural rights.

In what seems to the average British person an almost Alice in
Wonderland situation, it is illegal in Turkey to use publicly the letters g, w
and x (which exist in Kurdish, but not in Turkish). And if any of the Kurdish
MPs try to use their language in parliament, they are shouted down, may
face prosecution and the Turkish equivalent of Hansard records simply
"the member spoke in an unknown language”. Kurdish mayors have been
subject to repeated malicious prosecutions, for example, for producing
council literature in minority languages.

Several Kurdish MPs have been sent to prison at various times, including
the most celebrated victim of the system, Leyla Zana, who addressed the
Brussels conference. She is going to be hauled before the courts yet
again on 31 March. The leaders of all the palitical groups in the European
Partiament have urged the Turkish authorities to stop harassing her and
the European Court has repeatedly complained about the matter.

Just two days before Leyla Zana's new trial, Turkey's local elections are
due to be held. | will be one of a number of foreign observers monitoring
the conduct of these, in my case in the main Turkish Kurdish city of
Diyarbakir. It is vital for the Kurds to have independent witnesses during
potentially tense situations, but also important that Europe is kept abreast
of what is going on in its largest aspirant member state.

The writer, lecturer and broadcaster Jonathan Fryer is Number 2 on
the Liberal Democrats’ London list for this June's European elec-
tions
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Ehe Washington Post
April 4, 2009

By Anthony Shadid

AMADI, Iraq -- In the wake of clashes

this week that pitted government forces
against U.S.-backed Sunni fighters in
Baghdad, the divergent views of two of the
fighters' leaders brought to light two visions
of the direction Iraqi politics are headed.

One belonged to Karim Hussein,
known as Abu Maarouf, who holds sway in
the outskirts of Baghdad, the kind of place
where a skittish soldier can be seen car-
rying an assault rifle in each hand. The
Shiite-led government, he said, is out to
destroy the Awakening, the name for Sunni
fighters and former insurgents who joined
hands with the U.S. military. "Not only the
government, but the American forces, too,"
he declared.

The other view belonged to Ahmed
Abu Risha, brother of the slain founder of
the Awakening. That same government, he
said, was absolutely right to crack down on
the fighters in Baghdad and arrest their lea-
der. "No one is above the law," Abu Risha
said.

Politics in Iraq have long been facilely
described as a competition among Sunni
Arab, Shiite Arab and Kurd. Divisions
have long beset each community. But as
Hussein and Abu Risha's views suggest, at
no time since the fall of President Saddam
Hussein six years ago have politics been so
fluid and old assumptions so discredited,
with traditional alliances crumbling and
new ones emerging in the wake of
January's provincial elections. Iraq's politi-
cians are trying to forge the grand coalition
that can deliver victory in national elec-
tions by January.

No one seems to trust the other, but
many politicians speak about agreeing on a
formula emphasizing Iraqi nationalism, a
strong state and an ostensible rejection of
the sectarian and ethnic divisions that have
dominated Iraq since 2003.

Former prime minister Ayad Allawi is
negotiating with Abu Risha, who is in turn
eager for an alliance with Prime Minister
Nouri al-Maliki. All three are talking,
sometimes through mediators, with Shiite
followers of Moqtada al-Sadr, whose mili-
tia Allawi and his U.S. allies once battled.
In a visit unimaginable a year ago, Iraq's
Sunni vice president visited a hospital this
week in the Sadr City section of Baghdad
that is the stronghold of Sadr's militia.

"Everyone is trying to reach out to eve-
ryone else,” Allawi said.

Allawi said he didn't foresee a deat
until this summer, and some have predicted
that alliances may eventually fall back
along sectarian and ethnic lines. But the
talks have consumed so much of politi-
cians' attention that many believe parlia-
ment will set aside action on crucial legis-
lation like revenue sharing and hydrocar-
bons until after the vote.

The negotiations seem to be building
on coalitions between unlikely forces in

In Iraq, Political Ambiguity

Old Alliances Shift After January Vote

provincial councils -- for instance, loyalists
of influential Sunni politician Saleh al-
Mutlag, who draws the backing of suppor-
ters of Saddam Hussein's Baath Party, and
Maliki's State of Law coalition, which won
a majority of seats on the council in Basra,
Iraq's second-largest city, and emerged as
the single biggest bloc in Baghdad and four
other provinces.

Maliki and Sadr have also agreed to
work together, though many of the coali-
tions seem driven as much by pragmatism
as ideology. While Sadr has allied with
Maliki in Babil province, Sadr officials say
they also expect to reach an agreement
with their erstwhile foes in the Islamic
Supreme Council of Iraq in Maysan pro-
vince.

In Baghdad and western Iraq, Karim
Hussein and Abu Risha demonstrate the
contradictory but potentially groundbrea-
king courting going on among Sunnis
grouped under the banner of the
Awakening, whose support was crucial in
defeating the insurgency. Both display the
flag of Saddam Hussein's old government
but share little else.

Next to Karim Hussein's house in
Radwaniyah, on the outskirts of Baghdad,
spills the wreckage of a building destroyed
in a U.S. strike in 2005. "Long live the
mujaheddin,” is scrawled on it. "We will
avenge the American infidel state.”

Hussein pledges loyalty to the
Americans and Maliki but remains suspi-
cious. Last month, Iraqi security forces rai-
ded his house, arresting his son and bro-
ther. "When they're finished with you, they
toss you to the side,” he complained.

At his compound in Ramadi, Abu Risha
dismissed Hussein as a militiaman. "We
don't want to build militias,” he said. "I'm
not a militia leader. I'm a politician.”

Asked whether he envisioned an
alliance with Maliki in the coming elec-
tions, Abu Risha answered, "Without a
doubt.” "If he's willing, we have no objec-
tion," he said. "If this project will keep Iraq
united and on the path of reconciliation, we
support it."

He said an alliance was possible that
might draw together Mutlaq's Sunni sup-
porters, Maliki's Shiite-led coalition, Arab
nationalists in the restive northern city of
Mosul and even followers of Sadr, whose
Mahdi Army militia is widely blamed by
Sunnis for playing a gratuitous role in the
sectarian bloodletting of 2006 and 2007.

"There is work toward this alliance,”
Abu Risha said.

Salah al-Obeidi, a Sadr spokesman,
said the movement began tentative talks
with Awakening leaders through tribal
intermediaries at the beginning of the year.
While Abu Risha said he wanted to deter-
mine the status of Sadr's militia before any
agreement, Obeidi said Sadr's followers
were worried that Abu Risha and other
Awakening leaders were too close to the
United States, Sadr's traditional enemy, and

Members of the Sunni Awakening group
searched a motorist at a vehicle check-
point in northern Baghdad on Monday.
The U.S.-backed Awakening group is at
the center of contradictory but potentially
groundbreaking political courting. (By
Khalid Mohammed -- Associated Press)

too hostile to neighboring Iran.

But he insisted Sadr's followers were
still looking to bridge the religious divide.
"We don't want to go back to sectarian
work,” he said. "We don't want that. We
want to work with others. Let it be two or
three new alliances, not like before."

Perhaps most mercurial so far has been
Maliki. Officials of his Dawa party ack-
nowledge his outreach to Mutlaq, Sadr, the
Awakening and others. But he seems to be
guarding the capital his success in the pro-
vincial elections delivered him, and the
opacity of his intentions has generated sus-
picion among his rivals.

Even as Maliki has courted Sadr's fol-
lowers, Obeidi and others have accused the
prime minister of dragging his feet in relea-
sing their loyalists and of backing a cam-
paign of arrests against their supporters in
Basra, Karbala and Diwaniyah. Maliki has
maintained a channel to the rival Islamic
Supreme Council of Irag, humbled by its
poor performance in the January election.
Iraqi officials say Maliki also plans to send
a delegation to the northern city of Irbil
next week in an attempt to reconcile with
Massoud Barzani, president of the autono-
mous Kurdish region. Their animosity has
emerged as one of Iraq's most combustible
disputes, and Allawi has sought to build on
it by reaching out to the Kurds.

Some of Maliki's rivals insist he even-
tually will have to succumb to what they
describe as pressure from Iran and Grand
Ayatollah Ali Sistani, the preeminent Shiite
cleric in Iraq, to recreate the overarching
Shiite alliance that competed in the 2005
vote, though perhaps on Maliki's terms this
time. Others see Maliki's ambitions as
areater.

"He has proven to be the ultimate
opportunist,” said a senior Iraqi official,
who was interviewed on the condition of
anonymity in order to speak frankly about
Maliki. "He has no permanent enemies,
and he has no permanent friends.”
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’Don’t ignore Kurds’

by Giil Demir - Niki Gamm

IST ANBUL - The Kurds cannot be left
out of the equation. The Kurds are like
the mortar among the peoples of the
Middle East. The Kurds are a very
important partner in the Middle East,
says Osman Baydemir, the mayor of
Diyarbakir who is from the pro-Kurdish
Democratic Society Party.

The U.S. president would be well
advised to keep in mind that Kurds in
general and the Kurdish population in
Turkey particularly shouid not be forgot-
ten in any peace effort in the Middle East,
according to Diyarbakir Mayor Osman
Baydeinir.

Speaking to the Hiirriyet Daily News
& Economic Review, Baydemir, who won
a second term in office in the March 29

local elections, said: "It shouldn’t be for-
gotten that there are more than 20 million
Kurds living in Turkey. And when Turkey
enters the EU, there will be a population of
70 million entering, including the Kurds.

"The Kurds can’t be left out of the
equation. The Kurds are like the mortar
among the people of the Middle East. The
Kurds are a very important partner in the
Middle East." The mayor, who first came
to prominence earlier this decade as one of
the young lawyers defending the jailed
leader of the outlawed Kurdistan Workers’
Party, or PKK, said Turkey was one of the
most sensitive and important countries in
the Middle East. "I am hoping and wishing
that this visit will contribute to peace in
the future in the Middle East," he said.

He said U.S. President Barack Obama
should be aware of the historical heritage
of Southeast Turkey. "The town of
Hasankeyf has a history that goes back

12,000 years and is one of the rarest places
of human history. It should not be forgot-
ten that 33 civilizations have left their
mark on Diyarbakir," he said.

When the construction of the Ilisu
Dam is completed, the town of Hasankeyf
in the southeastern province of Batman
will be submerged under water. He said
Kurds could be the key to regional peace
and stability. "The Kurds know Armenian,
Persian, Arabic and Turkish. In terms of
the cultural interaction of the peoples of
the Middle East, they are a really unpor-
tant factor. I don’t think that a point of
view that considers the Kurds as zero will
be able to provide peace in the Middle
East,” said Baydemir. The Middle East is a
very sensitive region, he said, adding that
it also has a serious need for peace and sta-
bility. "My wish for it and this visit is that
it will contribute to Middle Eastern peace
and offer an opportunity to confront real
problems,” he said, adding people of the
region need to work jointly and any effort
should not ignore the Kurds.
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DTP told violence is no

ANKARA - Ahmet Tiirk, leader of the
pro-Kurdish Democratic Society Party,
or DTP, said U.S. President Barack
Obama advised his party that 'violence
or armed struggle will not solve the
Kurdish problem."

Obamma met briefly with opposition
party leaders yesterday at Parliament and
spoke with each of them for five minutes.
He met with Deniz Baykal, leader of the
Republican People’s Party, or CHP; Devlet
Bahgeli, leader of the Nationalist
Movement Party, or MHP; and the DTP’s
Tiirk.

"I told him that we also denounce the
violence. But I informed him that more than
17,000 extra judicial killings have happe-
ned in [southeastern Anatolia] over the
years,"” the leader of the pro-Kurdish party
said.

He said he handed Obama a dossier that
includes the DTP’s views on the solution of
the problem. Tiirk also gave the U.S. presi-
dent cufflinks and a brooch for Michelle
Obama as presents.

Baykal thanked Obama for meeting
with the opposition. "I know the importance
of the opposition in democracies. I was in
the opposition for years, too," Obama
replied to Baykal, according to people who
were present during the meeting. Baykal
gave Obama two novels, Ahmet Hamdi
Tanpmar’s "Huzur" (Comfort) and Sait
Faik Abasiyanik’s "Haritada bir nokta” (A
Point on the Map). During the Bahgeli-

solution

Obama meeting, the importance of the two
countries’ ties was mentioned without
going into detail.

Positive views on Obama’s speech

Turkish lawmakers  appreciated
Obama’s historic speech. "He touched upon
democracy, secularism and Atatlirk. He
delivered a message that Israel and
Palestine are two states, which we also
defend. He defined the PKK as a terrorist
organization, CHP deputy leader Onur
Oymen said.

Democratic Left Party, or DSP’s,
Istanbul deputy Ahmet Tan drew attention

to former President Bill Clinton’s address in
1999 and said there was no difference bet-
ween the two speeches.

"Just there is a difference of 10 years.
His stress on the opening of a seminary was
a surprise,” he said. Justice and
Development Party, or AKP, Mu? deputy
Seracettin Karaya?iz submitted a letter to
Obama that drew attention to the 1915
events.

"Armenians killed my two uncles and
many relatives. They put my father in a pri-
son camp. Both sides experienced great los-
ses during the war, but this is not a geno-
cide," Karayagiz wrote in his letter.
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Une série d'attentats 3 la bombe a fait 33 morts et 93 blessés
aujourd'hui dans des quartiers chiites de Bagdad, selon la police et
des sources médicales.

1l s'agit de la journée la plus meurtriére en Irak depuis les attentats du
mois dernier qui avaient visé un marché a Abou Ghraib, au nord de la
capitale irakienne, et une école de police 4 Bagdad.

L'attaque la plus meurtriere d'aujourd'hui a été perpétrée a 11h30 loca-
les: un double attentat 4 la voiture piégée sur le marché al-Maalif najo-
ritairement chiite, dans I'ouest de la ville, a fait 12 morts et 29 blessés,
a précisé un responsable de la police.

Les violences avaient commencé vers 7h30: une voiture piégée avait
explosé, dans le centre de la capitale irakienne, faisant au moins six
morts et 16 blessés, selon un responsable de la police. La plupart des
victimes étaient des saisonniers cherchant du travail.

Un peu plus tard, un véhicule piégé a sauté sur un marché du quartier
chiite de Saadr City, tuant dix personnes, dont trois femmes et quatre
enfants, et en blessant au moins 28 autres, a-t-on appris de sources poli-
ciéres et médicales.

Dans les minutes qui ont suivi, une autre bombe a explosé sur un autre
marché de l'est de Bagdad, colitant la vie & deux personnes et faisant 12

Attentats a Bagdad: au moins 33 morts

blessés, a rapporté un représentant des services de sécurité.

L'explosion d'une bombe posée au bord d'une route qui visait un convoi
de trois véhicules de police a par ailleurs fait trois morts et huit blessés,
a-t-on précisé de source policiére. Un responsable du ministére irakien
de I'Intérieur, qui se trouvait 2 bord d'un des véhicules, n'a pas été blessé.

L'armée américaine a annoncé en outre qu'un soldat américain avait été
tué dimanche dans la province de Diyala ol se trouvent de nombreux

insurgés, au nord de la capitale.

DIYARBAKIR (Turquie), 4 avril 2009 (AFP) -

D

EUX MANIFESTANTS qui célébraient samedi dans le sud-est de la Turquie I'anni-

versaire du chef rebelle kurde emprisonné Abdullah Ocalan ont péri a la suite de
heurts avec les forces de sécurité, ont affirmé des sources sécuritaires locales.

Les affrontements sont survenus forsque des unités de |a police et de I'armée ont
tenté de faire barrage a plus de 5.000 manifestants qui tentait de rallier Omerri, le vil-

la

ge natal d'Ocalan, dans la province de Sanliurfa, pour y célébrer son 60e anniver-

3aire, selon ces sources.

Les protestataires ont affronté a coups de batons et en jetant des pierres les forces
de sécurité, qui ont fait usage de gaz lacrymogénes et de canons & eau pour les dis-
perser.

TURQUIE: DEUX MORTS LORS DE HEURTS ENTRE SYMPATHISANTS DU PKK ET POLICE

Quatre personnes ont été blessées par des jets de pierre, et d'eux d'entre elles -deux
hommes &gés de 21 et 27 ans- ont succombé & leurs blessures a 'hopital de la ville

de Sanliurfa, a environ 110 km au sud-est d'Omerri.

De nouvelles altercations ont eu lieu & proximité de I'hopital, au cours desquelles un

policier a été blessé. .

Fondateur et chef du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK, interdit), Ocalan a été
arrété le 15 février 1999 au Kenya. Transféré en Turquie, il a été condamné a mort
pour "séparatisme”, peine commuée en 2002 en prison a vie aprés I'abolition de la

peine capitale.

Le PKK, classée organisation terroriste par la Turquie, 'Union européenne et les
Etats-Unis, méne depuis 1984 une rébellion armée qui a colté la vie & pius de 40.000

personnes.

COPENHAGUE, 6 avril 2009 (AFP) -

ROJ TV, la télévision kurde basée au Danemark accusée par fa Turquie d'étre le
porte-voix des séparatistes kurdes du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK),
empoisonne depuis plusieurs années les refations entre les deux pays.

Le conflit a ressurgi a I'occasion du bras de fer engagé par le gouvernement turc
sur la nomination & compter du 1er ac{it de 'ex-Premier ministre danois Anders
Fogh Rasmussen & la téte de I'Otan, une nomination annoncée samedi aprés que
les réserves turques ont été levées.

Selon plusieurs joumaux turcs, Ankara, en échange de son feu vert & M.
Rasmussen, a entre autres obtenu F'assurance que Roj TV sera prochainement
interdite d'émettre depuis le Danemark, mettant ainsi un terme a sa diffusion sur
des bouquets satellites.

Depuis que Roj TV a obtenu le droit d'émettre auprés du Conseil danois de 'au-
diovisuel en décembre 2003, la Turquie, via son ambassade & Copenhague a
déposé plusieurs plaintes, devant 'autorité administrative et la police, pour I'instant
sans succes.

|'ambassade accuse Roj TV de "contribuer ouvertement & atteindre les buts pour-
suivis par l'organisation terroriste PKK", selon un extrait d'une plainte de 2007 dont
I'AFP a eu copie.

Une enquéte de police a été ouverte durant 'éte 2005 mais est toujours en cours,
selon un procureure danoise. Mais selon elle, il est hors de question que des pres-
sions politiques puissent s'exercer sur cette enquéte.

ROJ TV, LA TELE KURDE QUI EMPOISONNE LES RELATIONS
ENTRE DANEMARK ET TURQUIE

"Clairement, la réponse est non. L'enquéte est de notre ressort, c'est & nous de
prendre la décision”, assure Liselotie Nilas.

Et aprés trois rejets par le Conseil de I'audiovisuel des demandes d'interdiction
d'émettre formulées par la Turquie, le dernier en avril 2008, la direction de Roj Tv
affiche sa confiance.

"Nous ne fermerons pas parce que la Turquie I'exige, ce n'est pas la Turquie qui
décide au Danemark’, a déclaré lundi a 'AFP Yilmaz Imdat, directeur de la station
a Copenhague.

"Nous vivons dans des pays démocratiques qui respectent la liberté d'expression
et la liberté de la presse. On ne peut pas faire comme en Turquie et fermer une
chaine de télévision ou une radio parce qu'on ne les aime pas’, avance-t-l.

Sa chaine émet depuis le Danemark mais a la plupart de ses locaux et ses effec-
tifs en Belgique, ot elle emploie une centaine de personnes, contre seulement
quatre dans le pays nordigue.

Diffusée 24 heures sur 24, elle propose principalement en langue kurde des émis-
sions d'actualité, des émissions de débat politique, des programmes culturels ainsi
que des programmes pour enfants, selon M. Imdat, qui nie tout lien avec le PKK.

"Nous n'avons rien & voir avec eux, ce sont des accusations du c6té turc", affirme-
il

Selon lui, le budget annuel d'environ 30 & 35 millions de couronnes danoises {entre
4 et 5 millions d'euros) est financé "par le peuple kurde et des entreprises et des
communautés kurdes a I'étranger”.
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Mardi 7 avril 2009

Prague, Istanbul, Ankara
Envoyés spéciaux
‘effigie de Barack Obama tr6-
ne désormais dans les bouti-
deos qUES turques aux cotés de cel-
les d’Atatilirk et du sultan Mehmet,
conquérant de Constantinople. Ici
comme ailleurs, le nouveau prési-
dent américain, qui est arrivé
dimanche 5 avril en Turquie pour
une visite de 48 heures, ala cote. i
est devenu aux yeux des Turcs « le
dirigeant politique le plus fiable »
du monde, avec 40 % de suffrages,
alorsque George W.Bush,avec9 %,
était devenu presque aussi impo-
pulaire en Turquie que Ben Laden.
Mais cela ne signifie pas que tou-

tes les susceptibilités envers

V'«allié stratégique » américain
soient définitivement levées. A
preuve, le feuilleton de la nomina-
tion du nouveau secrétaire géné-
ral de JOTAN. La liste des contre-
parties qu'aurait obtenues Ankara
pour lever son opposition a la
nomination du premier ministre
danois, Anders Fogh Rasmussen,
se lisait, dans la presse turque de
dimanche, comme celle de tousles
griefs nourris envers ses partenai-
resoccidentaux. Bravades patrioti-
ques a l'appui : « La Turquie-a
gagné le bras de fer », proclame le
quotidien populaire a fort tirage
Sabah. Le premier ministre, Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, « a résisté jusqu’a
 la fin, obtenant des concessions
" majeures », précise le journal.
Depuis que l'administration
- Bush a accepté, en 2008, de four-
! nirle soutien dessatellites d’obser-
‘vation américains aux raids
- aériens de I'armée turque contre
- les bases du Parti des travailleurs
» duKurdistan (PKK) dans le nord de
" Y1rak, les relations se sont réchauf-
i fées. La visite de Barack Obama,
qui a été ajoutée tardivement a
" son voyage en Europe (son épouse
Michelle est repartie dimanche a

2 e . 8
« Obama, dehors ! » clament des manifestants opposés ala
visite du président américain, dimanche a Istanbul. p. oiLkorr/arp

Washington, arguant d'engage-
ments prévus auparavant), souli-
gne l'intérét de I'administration
Obama pour un pays qui cumule
les avantages stratégiques. Les
Etats-Unis, qui préparent leur
retrait d'lIrak, espérent pouvoir

compter sur l'aide des Turcs pour -

maintenirla stabilité dans ce pays.

Les Etats-Unis,

qui préparent

leur retrait d'Trak,
esperent pouvoir
compter surl'aide
des Turcs pour
maintenir la stabilité
dans ce pays

Ils ont aussi apprécié la médiation
turque entre Israél etla Syrie.

Le processus de désarmement
doit permetirealaTurquiede met-
tre en avant ses atouts, générale-
ment reconnus, de médiateur
régional — en l'occurrence avec
I'lran. Alors que le dossier afghan,

nouvelle priorité de Washington,
est celui ot Ankara joue déja un
role important en appui des
efforts américains. Outre le millier

d’hommes que la Turquie fournit -

alaForce internationale d’assistan-
ce a la sécurité (FIAS), autour de
Kaboul, Ankara, traditionnelle-
ment proche des Afghans comme
des Pakistanais, organise des som-
metsentre les deux pays. Le troisie-
meaeulieule1” avril 2 Ankara.
Comme son prédécesseur,
Barack Obama est favorable a Yad-
hésion de la Turquie a 'Union
européenne. Dimanche, & Prague,
ila présenté cette perspective com-
me «un signe important » qui
serait envoyé au monde musul-
man. Elle contribuerait a « forger
une relation fondée sur le respect
mutuel et des intéréts communs »
entreles Occidentaux et les musul-
mans, a-t-il dit. Pendant la réu-
nion, personne n'a 0sé commen-
ter sa petite phrase. Les Euro-
péens, désorganisés par la crise
politiquequi secoue la présidence
tchéque de 1'Union, ont préféré

insister sur la lutte conire le-

réchauffement climatique, leurs

efforts en Afghanistan ou les rela-
tions économiques bilatérales.

Mais en marge de ce sommet
Etats-Unis - Union européenne, les
réactions ne se sont pas fait atten-
dre. « Je suis opposé a cette entrée,
je le reste, et je crois pouvoir dire
qu'une grande majorité des Etats
membres est sur la position de la
France », a lancé Nicolas Sarkozy,
sur TF1. « C'est aux pays membres
de I'Union européenne de déci-
der », a-t-il ajouté.

Un peu plus tard, Angela Mer-
kel a elle aussi pris ses distances
avec M. Obama. « Nous débattons
encore » pour savoir s'il faut accor-
derl'adhésion ou un « partenariat
privilégié » 3 Ankara, a précisé la
chanceliére allemande. Les chré-
tiens-démocrates allemands sont,
comme la droite francaise, favora-
bles a la seconde option, contre
I'avis de leur partenaire de coali-
tion, le parti social-démocrate.

" «Ilestclairqu'ily a des opinions
différentes » au sein des Vingt-
Sept, a reconnu M™ Merkel. Le
Royaume-Uni, 'ltalie et les pays
nordiques sont d'infatigahles par-
tisans de I'adhésion de la Turquie,
qu'ils considerent comme uri pays
stratégique sur le plan diplomati-
que, et énergétique. Ouvertes en
2005, les négociations d’adhésion
patinent. Seuls dix chapitres —sur
trente-cing ~ ont €té ouverts ; un
seulrefermé. Le conflit entre Anka- .
ra et Chypre, dontla Turquie occu-
pe la partie nord, empéche tout
progrés concernant I'Union doua-
niere.

La France met par ailleurs son
veto a louverture de certains cha-
pitrestels quel'entrée danslazone
euro ; les institutions et Ja politi-
que agricole qui présupposent,
selon Paris, Uadhésion & I'Union.
Mais la France n'a pas bloqué 'en-
semble du processus. &

Philippe Ricard, Sophie thhab

et Corine Lesnes
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DAMAS, 5 avril 2009 (AFP) -

LA HAUTE COUR de sCreté de I'Etat, un tribunal d'exception, a condamné diman-

che & Damas douze personnes, dont cing Kurdes et une femme, & des peines de
cing a quinze ans de prison, a annoncé 'Organisation nationale des droits de
'Homme de Syrie (ONDHS),

Jamal Abdel-Wahab Hafez a écopé de 15 ans de prison pour "avoir commis des
actes non autorisés par I'Etat et avoir pris contact avec 'ennem”, a indiqué l'organi-
sation dans un communiqué.

Rasmi Mohammad Bakr, Ahmad Maasoum, Mouacuia Qatranji, ainsi que Mme
Mirvat Mohammad Midani se sont vus infliger huit ans d'emprisonnement, tandis que
Ahmad al-Atrache et Ali Arslane cing ans de prison "pour des actes de violence
contre fa sécurité publique et pour avoir hébergé des personnes ayant commis des
actes de violence".

Cing Kurdes, tous membres du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK, interdit), ont

SYRIE: LOURDES PEINES DE PRISON POUR 12 PERSONNES DONT CINQ KURDES

été condamnés également pour avoir "tenté par des actes, des plans ou des écrits
d'amputer une partie du territoire syrien pour 'annexer & un pays étranger”, a indi-
qué f'organisation.

Trois d'entre eux, Ezzat Abdel Hanane Horo, Khalil Sido, Wahid Rachid Horo, ont été
condamnés & huit ans de prison, et les deux autres Kurdes, Adnane Ali Hussein et
Hussein Salim Mohammad a sept ans.

En Syrie, les détenus kurdes sont systématiquement accusés de vouloir rattacher
une partie du territoire syrien & un futur Etat indépendant du Kurdistan.

Le président de 'ONDHS Ammar Qorabi a affirmé ne pas avoir de détails concernant
les chefs d'accusation ou les personnes accusées.

Il @ dénoncé dans une déclaration & 'AFP "les jugements arbitraires et sans appel”
émis par ce tribunal d'exception.

Il a exprimé sa "profonde inquiétude" et appelé les autorités syriennes a "supprimer
la Haute Cour de stireté de I'Etat et a libérer tous les détenus politiques condamnés
par ce tribunal”.

9 avril 2009
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La Turquie : I'allié qui se veut indispensable

JACQUES HUBERT-RODIER

La Sublime Porte », comme on qualifiait
autrefois I'Empire ottoman, est-elle de retour
? Vraisemblablement pas. Mais, au cours des
derniers mois, la Turquie a donné l'impression
d'étre le point de passage obligé de la diploma-
tie et de la géostratégie au Moyen-Orient, entre
Israéliens et Patestiniens, ou entre la Syrie et
Isragl, face a I'ran, en Asie, en Afghanistan ou
encore aux Nations unies face a la Corée du
Nord.

Lors d'une exceptionnelle visite en
Turquie, Barack Obama Iui a décerné le titre «
d'allié déterminant », mettant définitivement un
terme a la parenthése de 2003 lorsque Ankara
s'était opposé a l'invasion de I'rak par les
Etats-Unis,

En provoquant I'ire de Nicolas Sarkozy, le
président américain est allé plus loin. Il a
répété, presque mot pour mot, la formule de
son prédécesseur, George W. Bush, fancée
lors du sommet de I'Otan 4 Istanbul en 2004,
selon taquelle la Turquie devait faire partie de
I'Union européenne. Une petite phrase qui
avait, 13 encore, été pergue comme une inter-
férence américaine dans les affaires euro-
péennes par un Jacques Chirac, pourtant
favorable, lui, 3 cette perspective d'adhésion
turque.

Et fa Turquie marque des points presque
partout. Le « grand bazar diplomatique » de
f'Otan 4 Strasbourg-Kehl s'est soldé en sa
faveur. En échange de « garanties sérisuses »
de la part du président américain, Ankara a
accepté de lever son veto a la nomination
comme secrétaire général de I'organisation du
Danois Anders Fogh Rasmussen.

Au Conseil de sécurité des Nations unis
aussi, la Turquie qui occupe depuis le 1er jan-
vier un des 10 siéges de membre non perma-
nent, pour le groupe des « Etats d'Europe
occidentale et autres Etats », s'est vu confier

le dossier nord-coréen, souligne-t-on au palais
de verre a New York.

Mais pour combien de temps la diplomatie
hyperactive de la Turquie peut-elle tenir, alors
que la nouvelle administration a décidé de se
reengager diplomatiquement dans les affaires
du monde, en particulier au Moyen-Crient ? Le
président Obama, en entrouvrant la porte &
des contacts directs avec I'lran et la Syrie, ris-
que bien de changer la donne. « Sila Syrie et
l'lran parlent directement aux Etats-Unis, que
reste-t-if aux Turcs ? lls seront trés dégus »,
souligne le professeur Henri Barkey, de 'uni-
versité Lehigh, en Pennsylvanie. Car, pour
beaucoup, le retour sur la scéne internationale
de la Turquie a tenu au vide créé par fa précé-
dente administration Bush, ajoute cet ancien
conseitler a la Maison-Blanche sous 'adminis-
tration Clinton. Mais I'ran se considére comme
une « grande puissance » et ne souhaite pas
que la Turquie soit intermédiaire et la Syrie a
des canaux diplomatiques avec Washington.

Clest sur I'lrak que vraisemblablement la
Turquie et les Etats-Unis ont un intérét conjoint
- 1a Turquie a compris que son intérét était le
maintien d'un Etat fédéral en Irak, institué
apreés finvasion américaine de 2003. La diplo-
matie turque a été « trés efficace en négociant
avec le gouvernement de la région autonome
du Kurdistan », souligne Dorothée Schmid de
I'lfri {Institut francais des relations internationa-
les). Ankara a désormais bien compris la
necessité du maintien au sein de I'lrak de la
région pour éviter un embrassement nationa-
liste des Kurdes. Résultat, avec fe feu vert
américain, la Turquie a exerce un droit de
suite en langant des attaques militaires contre
des éléments du PKK turc, le Parti des travail-
leurs du Kurdistan, qui se sert du nord de ['lrak
comme base arriére pour des opérations terro-
ristes.

En Turquie méme, aux élections municipa-
les de mars dernier, 'AKP (Parti de la justice

et du développement), du Premier ministre
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, n'a certes pas répété
son score des élections législatives de 2007
(qui atteignait pres de 60 % du vote kurde),
mais il s'est maintenu dans la région.

Sur le front économique, la Turquie est
touchée de plein fouet par la crise économi-
que, avec une chute viclente de la production
et une tres forte progression du chdmage.
Mais la Turquie tente de résister. Elle a finale-
ment ouvert des négociations sur un crédit
relais de plusieurs milliards de dollars avec le
FM!I qui pourrait lui permettre d'amoindrir les
effets de la crise.

Pourtant, avant de redevenir une puis-
sance indispensable, Ankara a encore beau-
coup a faire. Diplomatiquement, il lui faut rou-
vrir de véritables relations avec Arménie. Un
sujet qui a été a peine effleuré par Barack
Obama quelques semaines avant la commé-
moration, le 24 avril, du génocide arménien de
1915, que refuse de reconnaitre Ankara. Et
méme si la démocratie en Turquie s'est conso-
lidée, Ankara doit reprendre sa marche, pres-
que totalement arrétée depuis trois ans, sur la
route de I'Europe. Une longue route entreprise
en 1923 par Atatiirk, mais avec de trés longs
détours depuis lors.

Jacques Hubert-Rodier est éditorialiste aux «
Echos ».
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e ministre des Affaires étrangeres Bemard
Kauchner a affirmé mardi quiil n'était plus
favorable a I'entrée de la Turquie dans I'Union
européenne, précisant avoir été "trés choqué’
par les pressions turques contre le choix du
Premier ministre danois comme patron de ['Otan.
‘Moi, [étais partisan de l'entrée de la
Turquie dans I'Union européenne”, a déclaré sur
RTL le ministre, qui a participé & plusieurs gou-
vernements socialistes avant de rejoindre celui
de Nicolas Sarkozy, précisant qu'il ne I'était plus
depuis le sommet de ['Otan samedi a
Strasbourg.

Lors de cette réunion, la Turquie a long-
temps bloque I'approbation du Danois Anders
Fogh Rasmussen comme secrétaire général de
I'Otan, avant de céder & des pressions américai-
nes en échange de plusieurs garanties.

Comme on [ui demandait pourquoi il parlait
a limparfait de son soutien & 'entrée d'Ankara
dans I'UE, Bemnard Kouchner a répondu: "Oui,
parce que 'ai été trés choqué par cette forme de
pression qui a été exercée sur nous” lors du
sommet de ['Otan.

A T'appui de son opposition, la Turquie a
reproché & Anders Fogh Rasmussen d'avoir
défendu la publication au Danemark de carica-
tures controversees de Mahomet qui avaient

provoque la colére du monde musulman en
2005. Les Etats-Unis se sont portés garants de
plusieurs engagements du Danois a favoriser,
une fois a 'Otan, un dialogue avec le monde
musulman,

Selon la presse turque, plusieurs postes
clés au sein de I'Alliance devraient aussi revenir
a Ankara.

Ce rappel de l'affaire des caricatures de
2005 "me semblait le moins qu'on puisse dire,
maladroit”. Et "'evolution de fa Turquie dans le
sens, disons, d'une religion plus renforcée,
d'une laicité moins affirmée, m'inquiéte”, a aussi
souligné Bernard Kouchner.

Au sommet de I'Otan, "la pratique (des
Turcs) m'a choque", a--il insiste.

"Ce n'est pas aux Americains de décider qui
entre en Eurcpe ou pas', a ajouté Bemard
Kouchner.

Barack Obama a affirmé dimanche lors d'un
sommet UE/Etats-Unis & Prague que "'adhé-
sion de la Turquie & M'UE {...) assurerait que
{I'Occident continue) @ ancrer fermement la
Turquie en Europe”.

"J'al toujours été opposé a celte entrée et je
le reste”, a répliqué vertement peu apres
Nicolas Sarkozy.

Les négociations d'adhesion de la Turquie,

5 avril 2009

e président francais Nicolas
Sarkozy a réaffirmé diman-

Kouchner n'est plus pour l'entrée de la
Turquie dans I'UE depuis le sommet Otan

entamées en 2005, piétinent. Paris et Berlin
sont contre cette adhésion, Londres est pour
comme le président de la Commission euro-
péenne, le Porlugais José Manuel Barroso
AFP

Sarkozy reaffirme son opposition a 1'entrée

de la Turquie dans I'UE

fallu convaincre nos amis turcs
de notre fermeté. Le président
Obama a joué un role considéra-
ble, s'est montré comme un vrai

che son hostilité a une entrée de
la Turquic dans I'Union ecuro-
péenne, apres le soutien apporté
par le président américain Barack
Obama a une telle adhésion.

"Je travaille main dans la
main avec le président Obama,
mais s'agissant de 1'Union euro-
péenne, c'est aux pays membres
de I'Union curopéenne de déci-
der", a déclaré M. Sarkozy,
interrogé sur TF! en duplex
depuis Prague ou il participe au
sominet UE-Etats-Unis.

"J'ai toujours été opposé a
cette entrée et je le reste. Je crois
pouvoir dire qu'une immense
majorité des Etats membres (de
I'UE) est sur la position de Ia
France”, a-t-il ajouté. "La
Turquie, c'est un trés grand pays
allié de 1'Europe et allié des
Etats-Unis. Elle doit rester un
partenaire privilégié, ma posi-
tion n'a pas changé”, a déclaré le
chef de 'Etat.

M. Obama avait estimé un
peu plus tot devant les dirigeants
de I'UE a Prague que I'entrée de
la Turquie dans 1'Union euro-
péenne "constituerait un signal
important" envoyé a ce pays
musulman. Les pourparlers
d’adhésion de la Turquie au bloc
européen, entamés en octobre
2005, marquent actucllement le

pas. Certains pays comme la
France ou ['Allemagne sont
opposés a la perspective de voir
ce pays entrer dans I"'UE et privi-
légient une association étroite
avec lut.

Les Etats-Unis et e
Royaume-Uni, en revanche,
militent depuis longtemps pour
une adhésion.

Vendredi et samedi, au som-
met de I'Otan a
Strasbourg/Kehl/Baden Baden,
la Turquie s'était opposée a la
nomination du Premier ministre
danois Anders Fogh Rasmussen
au poste de secrétaire général de
I'Alliance avant de s'y ranger. Le
Premier ministre turc Recep

Tayyip Erdogan a indiqué
samedi que ce revirement suivait
le fait que le président Obama se
soit porté "garant" d'un certain
nombre d'engagements, qu'il n'a
pas précisés.

La désignation de M.
Rasmussen, "posait des proble-
mes & nos amis turcs, parce qu'il
y avait 'histoire des terroristes
kurdes avec Ie PKK et puis 'his-
toire des caricatures. Mais nous
nous étions déterminés a ne pas
céder, parce que M. Rasmussen
est un homme démocratique, un
homme de grande qualité”, a dit
M. Sarkozy.

Interrogé sur d'éventuelles
concessions, il a répondu qu'il "a

leader, et a la sortie, & I'unani-
mité, on a décidé que ce serait
Rasmussen”.

La Turquie reprochait au
candidat son soutien a un journal
danois qui avait publié¢ des cari-
catures de Mahomet en 2005 et
son refus de fermer la chaine de
télévision Roj TV, considérée
par Ankara comme porte-voix
des rebelles kurdes du Parti des
travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK).

Selon plusieurs journaux
turcs, Ankara a obtenu l'assu-
rance que Roj TV sera prochai-
nement interdite  d'émettre
depuis le Danemark, que M.
Rasmussen allait adresser "un
message positif” sur I'affaire des
caricatures, ainsi que la désigna-
tion de responsable turcs a des
postes clés de I'Otan.( AFP)
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La Turquie « conquise »

par I'ouverture d’Obai
usulmans

envers les

d

Alstanbul, le président ameéricain a réaffirmé
son soutien a I'adhésion du pays a I'UE

Istanbul
Correspondance
T oes Turcs, i1 y a un an encore,
vovaient dans les Etats-Unis
4wd leur « principal ennemi ».
Avant de recevoir Barack Obama,
ils étaient déja retournés, conquis
par I'honneur qu'il leur faisait. Et
sa visite, les 6 et 7 avril, a encore
renforcé enthousiasme qu'il sus-
cite Résultat d’autant plus remar-
quable, souligne Alexandre Tou-
markine, de VlInstitut Francais
d'Etudesanatoliennes, que M. Oba-
ma « a pu faire passer des messa-
gesaussi précis que peu agréables a
entendre a chaque camp de la scé-
ne politique. Aucun étranger avant
luin'a sule faire ainsi. »

Alors que les titres de la presse
turque rivalisent d'emphase -
« Obama a conquis les coeurs »,
« Visite historique » « Message cha-
leureux »—Japhrasela pluscitéeest
celleotiil assure que sonpays « n'est
pas en guerre avec l'islam et ne fe
sera jamais ». Des mots qui ont fait

" mauche, explique le jeune Farouk,

un marchand du Grand Bazar d'Is-
tanbul, car « les gens ici ont besoin
d'étrerassurés et défendus contrelis-
lamophobie de I'Occident, comme
celle de Nicolas Sarkozy, plus détesté
maintenant que George Bush ». 1l
ajoute : « Alors qu’'Obama a rendu
les gens moins pessimistes, ils disent
que si 'Europe ne veut pas d'eux, ils
ont maintenant FAmeérique... »
Avantde sereprendre: « Onal’Amé-
rique en paroles, mais dans les faits ?
Nufne sait. »

Ce sont les partis de I'opposi-
tion surtout qui ont émis des dou-
tes et des réserves sur le prix
qu'aurait a payer la Turquie pour
ces faveurs — en termes militaires
notamment, comme base pour les
troupes américaines quittant

" I'lrak La Turquie est une démotra-

tie—M. Obamal’a souligné. Impar-
faite, mais avec quatre partis au
Parlement : les « post-islamistes »
duPartidelajustice etdudévelop-
pement {AKP;j, au pouvoir mais en

- baisse de popularité ; et treis par-

tis d'opposition, jui cnt progres-
sé : les laics kémalistes du Parti
républicain du peuple (CHP). les
ultranationalistes du Parti d'ac-
tion nationaliste (MHP) et les Kur-
desdu Parti de la société démocra-
tique {DTP).

Réle stratégique

ATexception sans doute de ces
derniers, tous ont été déstabilisés
par la facon dont M. Obama a su
gérer la question du « génocide »
arménien. Sans prononcer le mot,
le président américain a fait com-
prendre qu'il n'avait pas changé
d'avis sur la réalité du génocide,
mais a préféré mettre I'accent sur
lesdiscussions actuelles entre Tur-

quie et 'Arménie. Seul le chef des
ultranationalistes est monté au
créneau, parlant «d'intolérable
absence dé courtoisie ».

Autre lecon pour I'AKP : 'insis-
tance de M. Obama & qualifier la
Turquie d’Etat laique, & simple
« majorité musulmane ». Fini F'ap-
proche de 'administration Bush
qui parlait du role modéle des
« musulmans modérés » de Tur-
quie - expression qui mettait en
rage les laiques. Ces derniers—dont
les militaires, présents pour une
fois au « Parlement des islamistes »
— ont aussi apprécié 'hommage a
« I'héritage d’Atatiirk : Je caractére
fort, vivant et séculierdela démocra-
tie turque ». Mais ces laiques natio-
nalistes ont dG, eux aussi, modérer
leur enthousiasme quand M. Oba-
ma «issu d’une minorité oppri-

mée » a exhorté au respect de tou-
tes les minorités, ethniques oureli-
gieuses. Par exemple enapplaudis-
sant au lancement par FAKP d'une
télévision enkurde, ouenappelant
arouvrirle séminaire grecorthodo-
xe de Halki — vieille demande des

Occidentaux, mais que les diri-
geants en visite ne prenaient pas la
peine, jusqu’ici, de spécifier. Les
Kurdes duDTP, eux, ontdii écouter
M. Obama maintenir, comme son
prédécesseur, que le Parti des tra-
vailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK), leur
« branche armée », est un parti tex-
roriste comme Al-Qaida. Déclara-
tion vivement applaudie par les
trois autres partis.

Un seul message fut applaudi
partous—celuidusoutienal’adhe-
sion de la Turquie a I'UE. Mardi &
Istanbul, devant un panel de jeu-
nes Turcs, Barack Obama I'a redit
enrépondantsous forme de bouta-
de au refus indigné de Nicolas
Sarkozy de le voir s'ingérer dans
les affaires de I'UE. Soulignant
qu'il exprimait un avis et non une
injonction, il a remarqué que « les
Européens ne semblent pas s'étre
souvent interdit de dire ce qu'ils
pensent de la politique américai-
ne ». En précisant que c'est ce que
doijvent faire desainis. Puisiladon-
nécomme exemple des droits que
devraient avoir les Turcs, celui de
« vendre des abricots dans F'UE » ~
ignorantapparemment quelaTur-
quie est depuis douze ans déja en
union douaniere avec'UE.

Mais cette erreur le rapproche,
paradoxalement, de ceux qui font

- lamémeenpréchant pourun« par-

tenariat privilégié » déja acquis...
Au deuxiéme et dernier jour de sa
visite en Turquie, M. Obama a pris
le temps de recevoir a Istanbul les
chefs religieux des minorités, de
parler aux étudiants et de visiter
longuementmosquée Bleue et Sain-
te-Sophie — une facon de reconnai-
tre le role stratégique de ce pays. &

Sophie Shihab
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N Major Kurdish parties extend strategic pact

KDP and PUK to join the elections on a unified voting list

By The Kurdish Globe

he Kurdistan Democratic

Party (KDP) and the Patriotic
Union of Kurdistan (PUK) plan to
extend their bilateral agreement
and will take part in the upcoming
parliamentary  elections in
Kurdistan on a unified ballot list.
The announcement came during a
joint press conference held
Wednesday in Erbil for the two
party leaders, Iraqi President Jalal
Talabani and Kurdistan Region
President Massoud Barzani.

"The two parties will take
part on a unified list and the list is
open for others to join," stated
Talabani adding that they call for
the election to take place on the
proposed date, May 19.

Earlier on Wednesday, the
KDP and PUK politburos met to
emphasize on their strategic
agreement of sharing power, the
coming Kurdistan Region elec-
tions and the region’s relation
with Baghdad.

Barzani said the two parties
had no intention to postpone the
ballot votes.

"The Kurdistan parliament
has sent a letter to the
Independent Electoral
Comimission of Iraq (IECD) in
order to appoint the Election Day.
This issue is not related to us,"

T0DAYS ZAMAN

09 April 2009

TODAY’S ZAMAN

stated Barzani and uncovered that
they are expecting the IECI's
decision when to hold the elec-
tion, adding, "We will not hinder
or delay thc datc they set.”

Talabani and Barzani shed
light on several current issues,
particularly the disputed areas,
relations with federal govern-
ment and the region’s relations
with Turkey.

The Kirkuk issue was descri-
bed as a complicated subject and
an accord is required among the
presidency board which consists
of the President and his two Vice
Presidents in order to decide to
reshape admmistrative border of
the disputed areas which had
been changed during the Baath
era.

He explained that several
towns broke away from Kirkuk
such as Tuz-khurmatu that was
later attached to Salahaddin,
Kifri, attached to Diala and
Chamchamal, annexed to
Suleimaniya.

"Because the problem is not
only in Kirkuk but borders of
Najaf, Karbala, Diala, Mosul and
Erbil were also changed, it makes
it difficult for the presidency
board to find an accordance,” Said
Talabani and hoped for the popu-
lation census this year to pave the
way for a final solution to the
problems.

Iraqi President Jalal Talabani and Kurdistan President
Massoud Barzani address a joint press conference. Erbil-
April 4, 2009. GLOBE PHOTOY/ Safin Hamed

"I am always asked about my
opinion about article 140. When I
became president, I swore by the
Holy Quran to protect the consti-
tution and article 140 is a consti-
tutional article? I am 100 percent
committed to the article 140," he
added.

On the pro-Kurdish
Democratic Society Party (DTP)
winning local elections in the
Kurdish populated Diyarbakir,
president Barzani said, "We
congratulate Turkey’s people and
the people of Kurdistan in parti-
cular. We hope this opens a door
to solve all the problems demo-
cratically and via dialogue."

"My statements about the
PKK to drop weapon were mis-

quoted? 1 said that it is time for
struggle in parliament and not
arms and bombs. If they (the
PKK) insist to continue with their
weapon, their eountry is bigger
than our and their mountains are
bigger than ours," he explained.
"We were in Iraq struggling in the
Iraqi mountains, not in the
Turkish mountains; 1 think this is
the logical and rational choice."
During a press conference
held in Baghdad between
President Talabani and the
Turkish president Abdullah Gul
on March 23, Talabani announ-
ced that the PKK has to put down
weapon or to leave the country.

AK Party deputy under investigation
over PKK propaganda

ties. Otherwise, this problem cannot be solved, just as it has remained
unsolved to this day. Not every demand from each side [Kurds and the
state] can be fulfilled because while looking for solutions, every side

The Diyarbakir Prosecutor’s Office has launched an investigation
into Justice and Development Party (AK Party) deputy ?hsan Arslan

over his alleged dissemination of outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party

(PKK) propaganda.

Speaking to a local television station in Diyarbakir on March 23,
Arslan said: "No one who wants to solve the Kurdish problem can
ignore the [pro-Kurdish Democratic Society Party] DTP or the PKK
and its jailed leader Abdullah calan. No one should ignore the reali-

Hurriyet »
DailyNews .. ¥
09 April 2009

¥

should make sacrifices and take a step forward. That is compromise. A
consensus emerges when both sides make sacrifices."

The Diyarbakir Prosecutor’s Office will reportedly prepare a case
against Arslan for spreading the propaganda of the PKK under Article
7/2 of the Counterterrorism Act, and it will demand that the parliamen-
tary immunity granted to Arslan be revoked.

Engaging the key, says Kurd mayor

by Giil Demir

ISTANBUL-Diyarbakar Mayor Osman
Baydemir believes the election result in
Diyarbakir means that Ankara has to re-eva-
luate its approach on matters involving eastern
Turkey, the Kurdish issue and economic and
social development policies. He says the DTP
has to feature in any solution

A national government that includes
Kurds and engages with them will present

opportunities for the country and the broader
region, according to a leading personality in
Turkey’s Kurdish community who says that
his party is a vital actor. Osman Baydemir,
from the Democratic Society Party, or DTP,
won re-clection as mayor of Diyarbakir with
66 percent of the votes in the local elections.
Turnout in the province was 82 percent.

Baydemir believes the election result in
Diyarbakir means that Ankara has to re-eva-
luate its approach on matters involving eastern
Turkey, the Kurdish issue and economic and
social development policies.

"If [the government] includes Kurds in the
process, if it begins a process that rclies on
face-to-face meetings and discussions, I
believe these results will be an opportunity for
both our region and for the whole of our coun-
try," Baydemir told the Hurriyet Daily News
& Economic REview. "When 1 look at the pro-
vinces as a whole ? Adiyaman, Agr1, Ardahan,
Batman, Bing6l, Bitlis, Diyarbakir, Elazig,
Hakkar, Igdir, Kars, Mardin, Mus, Siirt,
Sanhwurfa, Sirnak, Tunceli and Van the num-
ber of valid votes cast was 1,409,891. Of these
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550,984 was given to the DTP, and 536,985
was given to the AKP [Justice and
Development Party]. The DTP is the top party.
That is, in looking for a solution to the Kurdish
problem, the DTP is an actor now," he said.

DIFFERENCES

"In Turkey as long as differences, cultural
and ethnic identities, or religious beliefs turn
pcople into “the other,” they will be an item on
the agenda. As long as the Kurdish problem
isn’t solved, we will be a problem. So every-
thing we’ve done shows that our citizens exist
with their own identities, languages, cultures
and beliefs, and these riches are not a threat
but wealth, and we will continue these efforts
of ours without a doubt,” Baydemir said. After

the local elections, the DTP dominates the
Southeast while the Republican People’s
Party, or CHP, is dominant in the west and
along the coastal areas, the Nationalist
Movement Party, or MHP, in interior parts of
Anatolia and the AKP in the central regions.
When asked about Turkey’s political pic-
ture given these results and whether it repre-
sented a new political geography, Baydemir
said: "From the point of view of solving the
Kurdish problem, there’s nothing to be afraid
of, in fact quite the opposite. It leaves the
undefined problems behind. Right now we’re
living through a sharpening and simplification
process. It permits us to work with greater
courage. In the short term and the long term,
we shouldn’t be frightened of such a process.

Our people want to be known and want their
values known. I see it as a door that offers
this."

He called for the abandonment of practices
like refusing to shake hands with DTP mem-
bers. "If there is a will to solve the problem,
then the DTP has to be included as a partner. If
there’s a summit, the DTP has to be included,”
he said.

"Reforms up to now have been unregiste-
red reforms, so there’s no benefit at the local
level. We know about the unregistered eco-
nomy. During the [Recep Tayyip} Erdo?an
government, we have learned about unregiste-
red reforms and how they can’t be trusted,”
said Baydemir.

-Irag 08 Apr. 2009

PRESIDENT of the Kurdistan Region Masoud Barzani yes-
terday met US President Barack Obama in Baghdad. This was
President Obama’s first trip to Iraq since his inauguration in
January 2009.

In their meeting President Barzani and President Obaina dis-
cussed many issues including the latest developments in the
Kurdistan Region and the overall situation in Iraq. President
Barzani made clear that the Kurdistan Region remains com-
mitted to being part of the solution in Iraq and invited
President Obama to visit the Kurdistan Region on a future
trip.

President Barzani said, “The Kurdistan Region has always
worked to be a part of the solution not the problem in Iraq.
We contributed in the political process, which culminated in
the creation of the Iraqi constitution. We want to emphasise
our full commitment to working with all parties and abiding
by the Iraqi constitution to support a democratic, federal
Iraq”.

With regards to the hydrocarbon law, President Barzani said
that oil contracts in the Kurdistan Region were made in a
legal and transparent manner in full accordance with the
Traqi constitution, stating “Oil and gas in the country belongs
to all the people of Iraq and all revenues should be shared
equally.”

President Barzani meets
President Obama in Baghdad

(KRG.org) —

President Barzani noted that America played an important
role in Iraq’s liberation and expressed his appreciation for the
many sacrifices made by the men and women of American
and coalition forces. He fully understood that America would
not stay in Iraq permanently, hence the importance of conti-
nuing to work together to resolve any outstanding issues and
fight terrorism, both through military and political means.

President Obama thanked President Barzani for sharing his
views. He said that he was mindful of the tragic history of the
Kurds, and had good impressions of the progress in the
Kurdistan Region which was the result of hard work and
strong leadership.

President Obama also expressed his pleasure that relations
between the Kurdistan Region and Turkey have been impro-
ving, and noted that during his recent visit to Turkey he dis-
cussed those relations. At the conclusion of the meeting,
President Obama noted that strict adherence to the Iraqgi
constitution remains the best mechanism for peace and sta-
bility in Iraq and said he looked forward to hearing from
President Barzani and working closely with the Kurdistan
Regional Government (KRG) to make further progress.

President Barzani was accomnpanied by KRG Prime Minister
Nechirvan Barzani; Dr Roj Nouri Shawis, President Barzani’s
Special Envoy to Baghdad; Dr Fuad Hussein, President
Barzant’s Chief of Staff; and Minister Falah Mustafa Bakir,
Head of the KRG Department of Foreign Relations.

Accompanying President Obama
were Mr Rahm  Emanuel,
President Obama’s Chief of Staff;
General James L. Jones, National
Security  Advisor; General
Raymond Odierno, Commander of
the Multi-National Forces in Irag;
and Ms Patricia Butenis, Chargé
d’Affaires ad interim at the US
Embassy in Baghdad as well as
several other advisers and repre-
sentatives fromn President
Obama’s administration.
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LONDON Prime Minister Recep Tayyip

Erdogan of Turkey is a man of brisk,
borderline brusque, manner and he
does not mince his words: “Hamas
must be represented at the negotiating

table. Only then can you get a solution.”

We were seated in his suite at Lon-
don’s Dorchester Hotel, where a Turk-
ish flag had been hurriedly brought in
as official backdrop. Referring to Mah-
moud Abbas, the beleaguered Fatah
leader and president of the Palestinian
Authority, Erdogan said, “You will get
nowhere by talking only to Abbas. This
is what I tell our Western friends.”

In an interview on the eve of Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s visit to Turkey,
his first to a Muslim country since tak-
ing office, Erdogan pressed for what he
called “a new balance” in the U.S. ap-
proach to the Middle East. “Definitely
U.S. policy has to change,” he said, if

there is to be “afalir, just and all-encom-

passing solution.”

A firm message from Israel’s best
friend in the Muslim Middle East: the
status quo is untenable.

How Hamas is viewed is a pivotal is-
sue in the current American Middle
East policy review. The victor in 2006
Palestinian elections, Hamas is seen
throughout the region as a legitimate
resistance movement, a status burn-
ished by its recent inconclusive pound-
ing during Israel’s wretchedly named
— and disastrous — “Operation Cast
Lead” in Gaza.

The United States and the European
Union consider Hamas a terrorist or-

ganization. They won’t talk to it until it
recognizes Israel, among other condi-
tions. This marginalization has led only
to impasse because Hamas, as an en-
trenched Palestinian political and social
movement, cannot be circumvented
and will not disappear.

Former Senator George Mitchell,
Obama’s Middie East envoy, has ex-
pressed support for reconciliation be-
tween Hamas and Fatah. I think this
should become a U.S. diplomatic prior-
ity because it is the only coherent basis
for meaningful peace talks. Erdogan
called Mitchell “perfectly aware and
with a full knowledge, a very positive
person whose appointment was a very
good step.”

The Turkish prime minister, who
leads Justice and Development, or
AKP, a party of Islamic inspiration and
pragmatic bent, earned hero’s status in
the Arab world when he walked out on
the Israeli presiderit, Shimon Peres,
during a debate earlicr this year in Da-
vOs. Any regrets?

“If I had failed to do that, it would
have been disrespectful toward myself
and disrespectful of the thousands of
victims against whom disproportionate
force was being used,” Erdogan said.
He alluded to the children killed in Gaza
— 288 of them according to the United
Nations special rapporteur — and
asked: “What more canIsay?”

Erdogan, 55, urged Obama to become
“the voice of millions of silent people
and the protector of millions of unpro-
tected people — that is what the Middle
Eastis expecting.”

He went on: “I consider personally
the election of Barack Hussein Obama
to have very great symbolic meaning. A
Muslim and a Christian name — so in
his name there is a synthesis, although
people from time to time want to over-
look that and they do it intentionally. .
Barack Hussein Obama.”

I suggested that synthesis was all
very well but, with a center-right Israeli
government just installed, and its na-
tionalist foreign minister already pro-
claiming that “If you want peace pre-
pare for war,” the prospects of finding

new bridges between the West and the
Muslim world were remote.

“Your targets can only be realized on
the basis of dreams,” Erdogan said. “If
everyone can say, looking at Obama,
that is he is one of us, is that not befitting
for the leading country in the world?”

Dreams aside, | see Obama moving
methodically to dismantle the
Manichean Bush paradigm — with us
or againstusina

Barack

global battle of good
Obama and against evil called

the war on terror —
the r.need fora ;o favor of anew real-
a Middle E"?St' ism that places im-
ern synthesis. proved relations with

the Muslim world at
its fulcrum. Hence
the early visit to Turkey, gestures to-
ward Iran, and other forms of outreach.
This will Jead to tensions with Israel,
which had conveniently conflated its
long national struggle with the Pales-
tinians within the war on terror, but is
an inevitable result of a rational reas-
sessment of U.S. interests.
1 asked Erdogan if Islam and mo-

dernity were compatible. “Islam is are-

ligion,” he said, “It is not an ideology.
For a Muslim, there is no such thing as
to be against modernity. Why should a
Muslim not be a modern person? I, asa
Muslim, fulfill all the requirements of
my religion and I live in a democratic,
social state. Can there be difficulties?
Yes. But they will be resolved at the end
of a maturity period so long as there is
mutual trust.” )

The problem is, of course, that Islam
has been deployed as an ideclogy in the
anti-modern, murderous, death-to-the-
West campaign of Al-Qaeda. But Er-
dogan isright: Islam is one of the great
world religions. Obama’s steps to reas-
sert that truth, and so bridge the most
dangerous division in the world, are of
fundamental strategic importance.

Synthesis begins with understand-
ing, which is precisely what never in-
terested his predecessor.

ama and Turkey

Cooperation with Turkey is essential,
but a closer relationship must also en-
courage reforms in the country’s In-

ternal politics.

Presi_dent Barack Obama has wisely
decided to visit Turkey during his first
official trip to Europe. The United

" States needs Turkey’s cooperation — in

Iraq and Afghanistan as well as with

Iran and efforts to broker Middle East

" peace. But there are also very worrying

trends in Turkey’s relationship with

Europe and its internal politics.
Obama must do all he can to help re-

verse those trends and anchor Turkey

. more firmly in the West.

The Justice and Development Party
scored an impressive re-election in 2007
after pursuing market-oriented policies
that brought economic growth and more
trade ties with the European Union.
That conservative Muslim party also ex-
panded human rights and brought Turk-
ishlaw closer to European standards.

Those reforms have since stalled —
partly because of opposition from civil-
ian nationalists and generals who still
wield too much clout. (The trial of 86
people accused of plotting a military
coup is a reminder of the dark side of

" Turkish politics.) But Prime Minister
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Recep Tayyip Erdogan also seems (o
have lost enthusiasm for the European
Unien bid and the reforms that are the
price of admission.

President Nicolas Sarkozy of France
has been especially unhelpful, making
clear that he will do all he can to keep
Turkey out.of the European Union.
Obama must persuade Sarkozy and

others that admitting Turkey —a
. Muslim democracy —is in everyone’s
" interest. And he must persuade Ankara

that the required reforms will
strengthen Turkey’s democracy and

provide more stability and growth.
We are concerned about Erdogan’s
increasingly autocratic tendencies. His

_ government’s decision to slap the me-

dia mogul Aydin Dogan with a $500 mil-

" lion tax bill smacks of retaliation against

an independent press that has success-

- fully exposed government corruption.

Ankara’s willingness to help rebuild
schools in Afghanistan is welcome. But
the situation there is dire, and NATO
also needs more troops and needs access
to Turkish military bases tofacilitate the
transport of U.S. soldiers and equipment
to Afghanistan and out of Irag.

Ankara has played a positive role,
mediating indirect talks between Israel
and Syria. With Washington's encour-
agement, Erdogan could also use his re-
lationships with Iran, Sudan and Hamas
to encourage improved behavior.

Turkey’s cooperation with Iragi
Kurds has vastly improved. There are
also reports that Turkey and Armenia
may soon normalize relations.

We have long criticized Turkey for its
denial of the World War [ era mass
killing of Armenians. But while Congress
is again contemplating a resolution de-

- nouncing the genocide, it would do a lot

more good for both Armenia and Turkey
if it held back. Obama, who vowed in the
presidential campaign (o recognize the
event as genocide, should also forbear.
The Bush administration’s war in
Iraq fanned a destructive anti-Americ-
anism in Turkey. Obama’s visit is likely
to soothe hostile feelings. But he must
go beyond that to secure a relationship
with an important ally and an important
democracy in danger of backsliding.

INTERNATIONAL e

Herald sussee Tribune APRIL7. 2009

]_3Y SABRINA TAVERNISE

In his speech to the Turkish Parliament
on Monday, President Barack Obama
spoke elegantly both to the old ruling
elite that prefers to be thought of as sec-
ular and to the new economic and polit-
ical elite for whom faith is essential. The
American president’s carefully chosen
words seemed to satisfy both.

“He was giving the right message
without making anyone in Turkey un-
comfortable,”” said Yasemin Congar,
deputy editor in chief of Taraf, a liberal
newspaper. “The secularists will say,
‘Good he emphasized secularism,” and
the Muslims will say, ‘Good, he talked
against segregation.””’

Sedat Ergin, the editor of Milliyet, a
newspaper that has been suspicious of
the government’s Islamic inspiration,
expressed delight at Mr. Obama’s fre-
quent reference to democracy.

“The most important part of his
speech was the emphasis on the secular
democratic structure in Turkey,” Mr.
Ergin said. “‘He won back hearts of the
secular circles in Turkey.”

Those circles were irritated by the
Bush administration’s emphasis on Tur-
key as a moderate Muslim country, and
felt, Mr. Ergin said, as though the United
States ‘‘had sacrificed the secular tradi-
tion in Turkey in order to reach out to
the Muslim world.”

But that had changed in Mr. Obama’s
speech Monday, said Mustafa Ozyurek,
deputy chairman of the secular opposi-
tion Repubtican People’s Party.

“There have been some meaningless
arguments about Turkey being a mod-
erate Islamic country,” he said. “The
new administration 1nust have realized
the problems such labels have caused in
Turkey.”

Those who chafe at the country’s be-
ing identified as a Muslim state say that
the characterization reduces it unfairly
and allows it to be confused, particularly
in American minds, with troubled Arab
autocracies. The country’s centuries of
Ottoman history, they argue, sct it
apart. It was never colonized, and it
dabbled in democracy as early as the
19th century. )

“If you reduce Turkey to being
Mushlim, you do away with 250 years of
Ottoman and Turkish history,” said Soli
Ozel, a professor at Bilgi University in
Istanbul. ““You reduce the country to be-
ing Jordan or Egypt.”

Besides, Mr. Ozel argued, a purely
Muslim identity does not serve Prime
Minister Recep Tayyip Erodgan’s own
policy of forging new ties in the Muslim

world and mediating between it and the
West as an important regional player.
Turkey brought Syria and Israel into in-
direct negotiations last year for the first
time in decades.

‘“What happens to your claim if you
speak with only one identity?”” Mr. Ozel
said.

Others int Turkey took pride in the fact
that Mr. Obama had chosen Turkey for
his first visit to a Muslim country and
said that recognition would help Turkey.
Mr. Erodgan won a measure of fame in
Muslim countries recently when he
stalked off a stage in Davos, Switzer-
land, after an argument with the Israeli
president, Shimon Peres.

“It makes me happy that the Islam
lived in Turkey is seen as a better ver-
sion compared with other countries and
that the message would be sent out from
here,” said Samet Yildirim, 26, a sand-
wich shop worker in Ankara.

The speech, in fact, captured pre-
cisely the exceptional nature of Turkey
as a country that is both western and
eastern at once, said Oral Calislar, a col-
umnist with the newspaper Radikal. Mr.
Obama offered a nuanced description,
highlighting this combination as a rich-
ness that should be admired.

“His reference of Turkey being a
bridge may sound a cliché but is very

“The most important part of
his speech was the emphasis
on the secular democratic
structure in Turkey.”

important and meaningful,”” Mr. Calis-
lar said. ““He came up with this brand
new concept and chose Turkey to stress
this vision.”

Turkey has long had a troubled rela-
tions with its Kurdish minority, a rela-
tionship that Turkish liberals say is es-
sential to improve if Turkey is to deepen
its democracy. Ms. Congar, the deputy
editor of Taraf, expressed disappoint-
ment that Mr. Obama had not addressed
that directly, choosing instead to high-
light the government’s introduction of a
limited Kurdish-language television
channel.

Turkey’s relations with the United
States chilled in 2003, when the Turkish
Parliament voted against allowing U.S,
troops to open a northern frontinto Irag
through Turkey’s border. But relations
have gradually improved, getting a
boostin 2007, when President George W.
Bush lent tacit support to Mr. Erdogan’s
military campaign in northern Iragq.
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Yazidis, politically astute
but few in number, strike
an alliance with Kurds

BY CAMPBELL ROBERTSON
AND STEPHEN FARRELL

Prince Tahseen Saeed Ali, whose busi-
ness card identifies him as ““the Prince
of the Yazidis in Iraq and the World and
President of the Yazidi High Religious
Council,” is a confident marn.

It may be an odd posture, given that
his people have suffered centuries of op-
pression and prejudice, tarred by the
false claim that they are devil wor-
shipers and caught in a battle zone be-
tween often antagonistic powers, the
Muslim Arabs and the Muslim Kurds.

But a group so small and so widely
misunderstood does not survive for cen-
turies, much of the time at the mercy of
far larger forces, without learning how
to play politics. And few in Iraq have
played that game as well as the Yazidis,
whose ability to exploit Iraq’s byzantine
electoral rules yielded them nearly a
quarter of the seats in the government
of Nineveh, one of the country’s largest
provinces.

‘“We kept telling the Americans, the
Arabs, the Kurds that this is the real size
of the Yazidis in this region, but nobody
paid attention tous,” said Prince Ali, 75,
who has seen at least a dozen heads of
state come and go in Irag. ““So we chose
to do it this way.”

Not only have they made their pres-
ence felt, the Yazidis managed to flip the
power structure on its head: this small
sect, which for six years existed as a cli-
ent of the far more powerful Muslim
Kurds to the north, now has more polit-
ical sway in Nineveh than its patron.

Yazidis, by most estimates, far out-
number Muslim Kurds in Nineveh,
making the Kurds dependent on their
support to bolster their claims to the re-

‘glon. And the Yazidis have largely given

it; almost all of them who won in the
election were members of Kurdish polit-
ical parties. In exchange for that sup-
port, the newly victorious Yazidis are
demanding a greater degree of Yazidi
power in Kurdistan.

“Frankly,” said the prince, who
wears the full beard often seen on older
Yazidis, ‘“‘now we feel the Kurds are
more responsive to us.”’

But the partnership pivots on some-
thing deeper and more complex: the
murky, misunderstood Yazidi identity.

Yazidis are a zealously insular group,

adherents of an ancient, monotheistic

faith involving a 12th-century mystic
and a peacock angel. After that, nearly
everything about them is subject to de-
bate.

Kurds, most of whom are Sunni
Muslim, say Yazidis are ethnic Kurds
who simply follow a different religion.
Many Yazidis, too, say they are Kurds,
and it is not uncommon to hear the
Yazidis describe themselves as the orig-
inal Kurds. Without quibbling over such

distinctions, the Kurds are happy to in-

clude them.
“They are spreading rumors that we
are 3 percent of the population” in

" Nineveh, said Layla Rikani, one of the

few Kurds on the new provincial coun-
cil. This election proved that “we are 33
percent of the population.”

Kurds claim a chain of areas across
Irag, including Nineveh, that lie outside
Kurdistan, arguing that the areas are
ancestrally theirs but that they were
driven from them under Saddam Hus-
sein. Kurdish leaders are pushing for a
referendum on the fate of these areas
and say the strong showing of the Kurd-
ish parties in the disputed areas serves
as a sort of mini-referendum.

The Yazidis, well aware of their iin-
portance to Kurdish political success,
seized on the recent introduction of an

“open list” system of elections, under
which voters can pick individual candi-
dates rather than having to vote for a
list as a whole.

Of the 37 candidates running on the
Kurdish list in the provincial election in
January in Nineveh, 10 were Yazidi. On
Election Day, the Yazidis chose their can-
didates individually rather than voting
for the list as a whole. As aresult, 8 of the
12 winners on the Kurdish list were Yazid-
is. There is another Yazidi on the council
as well, in a reserved minority seat.

That gives them 9 of the 37 seats, a
proportion second only to the Sunni
Arabs on the council.

Kurdish political leaders claim the
success as their own, insisting that it
strengthens their case here, including
helping to justify the Kurdish military
presence, seen throughout the province.

The Kurdish militias were broughtin te
Nineveh in 2003 by the American forces
in the north, and on this point Kurds and
Arabs agree: it was a big mistake. “We
paid a high price on that,” said Khasro
Goran, leader of the Kurdistan Demo-
cratic Party in Mosul, the provincial cap-
ital.

Kurds became associated with what
many Iragis see as an occupying force
and say they have reaped few benefits in
return. Arabs saw the alliance as a sign
that the Americans did not trust them
and could not serve as honest brokers in
a long-simmering conflict. Minorities

APRIL7, 2009

like Christians and Yazidis have come to
feel like pawns, forced to alienate them-
selves from one side or the other.

.In many of the steeple-crowded Chris-
tian towns and the Yazidi towns with
their conical temples, the Kurdish forces
have never left. With the Kurds provid-

JEHAD NGA FOR THE NYT
Prince Tahseen Saeed Ali, the Yazidi leader.

“Now we feel the Kurds are
more responsive to us.”

ing supplies and security during the most
violent years of the war, many residents
responded with political support. But
that support has not been unanimous.

“Most of the Yazidi sheiks who joined
the Kurds joined because of money,”
said Sheik Saeed Mendo Hammu, a
member of a Yazidi political party that
opposes allying with the Kurds.

Though he is fiercely anti-Kurd, Sheik
Saeed said he was in contact with sever-
al of the Yazidi winners on the Kurdish
list. They have indicated that they will
work for Yazidi interests, he said, and he
will support them if they do. ’

“We are not Kurd, we are Yazidi,”" he
said. “We are fed up with fear.”

Yazidi leaders who support the Kurds '

are more diplomatic, pledging support
for Kurdish annexation even as they
boast of their electoral dexterity. But the
swagger is there. “We’ve faced so many
massacres and accusations in our long
history,”” said Karim Suleiman, head of
the Kurd-financed Lalesh Cultural Cen-
ter in Ain Sifni. “There were many fat-
was that labeled us infidels and allowed
people to control our money, property
and lands. All of this gave us a founda-
tion to use the democratic environment
that was available to us.”

Atheer Kakan contributed reporting.
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Entrée de la Turquie dans 1'UE : ceux qui
sont pour, ceux qui sont contre

'al toujours été opposé a cette entrée

[de la Turquie dans 1'Union euro-
péeune] et je le reste”, a déclaré diman-
che Nicolas Sarkozy, aprés que Barack
Obama s'est déclaré favorable & une
adhésion d'Ankara. Le député européen
socialiste Vincent Peillon a jugé "irres-
ponsable (...) de décréter a priori qu'on
ne veut pas faire entrer la Turquie dans
I'Union européenne” ; & la droite de la
droite, on reprochait au chef de I'Etat
de me pas avoir concrétisé ses convic-
tions — de nouveaux chapitres d'adhé-
sion de la Turquie 4 I'UE ont en effet été
ouverts lorsque Paris présidait I'UE, et
la Constitution francaise remaniée per-
met d'éviter un référendum sur un élar-
gissement de I'UE si le Parlement 'ap-
prouve a la majorité des trois cinquié-
mes.

Mais a deux mois des élections
européennes, de nomhreux mouve-
nients n'onut pas abordé le sujet dans
leurs programmes ou orientations —
alors que l'accord du Parlement de
Strasbourg est nécessaire a tout élar-
gissement. 11 a donc parfois fallu les
solliciter pour ce tour d'horizon.

CEUX QUI SONT CONTRE
L'ADHESION

L'UMP, qui n'a pas encore rendu
public son programme électoral, s'est
félicitée que "le chef de 1'Etat respecte
ses engagements" ; Jean-Francois
Copé assure que le groupe UMP a
I'Assemblée est "archimajoritairement
contre”. Michel Barnier, longtemps
partisan de l'adhésion, a expliqué au
Figaro avoir changé d'avis, et proner
un "partenariat privilégié".

Pour le MoDem, dernier a nous
préciser sa position, "il est primordial
de fixer des frontiéres car 1'Union ne
peut que perdre en force ce qu'elle
gagnerait en étendue. En revanche,
nous défendons, bien sir, l'idée de
proposer a nos voisins proches
(Turquie, Ukraine, ...), dont I'adhésion
ne peut étre acceptée car elle rendrait
la construction de 1'Union politique,
sociale et démocratique que nous
appelons de 1os veeux impossible, un
véritable et grand statut de partenariat
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privilégié, pouvant méme éventuelle-
ment déboucher sur des liens de type
confédéral”.

Debout la République, du sou-
verainiste Nicolas Dupont-Aignan,
prévoit dans son progranime de "rom-
pre les négociations d’'adhésion de la
Turquie avec I'UE". Philippe de
Villiers, qui conduit avec Frédéric
Nihous les listes Libertas, met en avant
sur son site son hostilité a I'entrée de la
Turquie dans I'UE, et entend prouver
celle du fondateur du mouvement
Libertas, 1'Irlandais Declan Ganley.
Mais 'UMP comme Nicolas Dupont-
Aignan ont réaffirmé que celui-ci a
précédemment exprimé des positions
favorables a un tel élargissement. Au
Front national, opposé de longue date
a l'entrée de la Turquie dans 'UE,
Jean-Marie Le Pen et les autres tétes
de listes ont dénoncé le "mensonge” de
Nicolas Sarkozy sur le sujet, tandis que
le Parti de la France, fondé par I'ex-FN
Carl Lang, a fait de son refus de la
Turquie le théme d'un tract.

CEUX QUI SONT PLUTOT
FAVORABLES A L'ADHESION

Le PS a adopté le manifeste du
Parti socialiste européen, qui déclare,
page 25 : "Nous sommes en faveur d'un
processus ouvert de négociations avec
la Turquie dans une perspective
d'adhésion a 1'Union européenne, sur
la base de critéres clairs”. La prudence
semble de mise. Martine Aubry s'est
déclarée "favorable a ce que I'on pour-
suive le chemin de la Turquie vers
I'Europe, méme s'il est loin d'étre
encore terminé”. Dans I'entourage de
Laurent Fabius, qui avait exprimé ses
réserves sur l'adliésion, en 2005 et
2006, on se dit "sur la méme ligne" que
la premiére secrétaire. Mais on refuse
de "tomber dans le piége de I'Elysée,
alors que la priorité, pour les électeurs,
c'est les réponses européennes a la
crise, ¢t non les discussions avec la
Turquie qui prendront des années".

A Europe écologie, qui associe
les Verts a4 d'autres mouvements, on
résume ainsi la position commune, 14
encore absente du programme : un
"soutien de principe aux négociations

et 4 I'adhésion, a terme, de la Turquie,
sachant que dans 10 ou 15 ans, ce ne
sera plus le méme pays, et qu'elle devra
remplir des conditions politiques
indispensables, telles que la reconnais-
sance de Chypre, des droits des mino-
rités, notamment kurdes, et la ques-
tion mémorielle — le génocide armé-
nien",

Le Front de gauche, qui rassem-
ble le Parti communiste et le Parti de
gauche de Jean-Luc Mélenchon, ne
mentionne pas la Turquie dans son
projet. L'argumentaire de campagne
du PCF indique que ce parti est "plutét
favorable 4 l'entrée de la Turquie dans
T'UE", sous plusieurs conditions, tan-
dis que le PG renvoie au texte adopté
lors du congrés fondateur, qui
demande 1™arrét du processus d'élar-
gissement tant que les institutions
n'auront pas été démocratisées et que
les droits sociaux n'auront pas été
garantis”" (p. 13), ce qui "n'est pas
dirigé contre la Turquie". Au Nouveau
Parti anticapitaliste, un porte-parole
indique que "c'est au peuple turc de
décider, nous ne sommes pas contre
I'adhésion en soi". Mais le NPA la sou-
met aussi 4 la reconnaissance du géno-
cide arménien, aux droits des minori-
tés et &4 la question des prisonniers
politiques. A Lutte ouvriére, qui n'en
parle pas dans ses "axes de campagne”,
"nous sonimes absolument pour l'en-
trée de la Turquie dans I'UE, méme si
le gouvernement turc n'est pas irrépro-
chable. Nous considérons que cela
peut étre un pas vers une amélioration
des couditions sociales des travailleurs
turcs, sur la base des acquis des pays
de I'UE", précise Michel Rodinson,
directeur du journal Lutte ouvriére.

Claire Ané

S A R I e
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BAGDAD, 11 avr 2009 (AFP)

L'lrak, la Turquie et les Etats-Unis ont décidé samedi a Bagdad de mieux
coordonner leurs efforts pour contrer I'activité des rebelles kurdes du PKK instal-
lés au Kurdistan irakien, a affirmé le secrétaire d'Etat a la Sécurité nationale
Chirouan al-Waili,

"Nous avons échangé des informations et décidé de coordonner nos efforts pour
stopper ies activités militaires, politiques et médiatiques du PKK dans le cadre
de sous-comités créés a cet effet'; a affirmé a la télévision d'Etat le responsable
irakien.

IF intervenait a l'issue de la commission tripartite, créée en novembre & Bagdad
et gui se réunit tous les trois mois.

Avant de partir pour Bagdad, le ministre turc de I'ntérieur Besir Atalay avait
affirmé: "Nous attendons que le gouvernement central irakien et I'administration
régionale du nord prennent des mesures concrétes" contre le PKK.

Selon lui, le travail du comité devrait "produire de bons résultats, notamment en
matiére d'échange de renseignements”.

L.e PKK, considéré comme une organisation terroriste par Ankara, les Etats-Unis
et 'Union européenne, se sert depuis longtemps de bases installées au
Kurdistan irakien (nord) pour lancer des attagues contre des cibles turques de

REUNION IRAKITURQUIE/ETATS-UNIS POUR AMELIORER LA LUTTE CONTRE LE PKK

l'autre coté de la frontiére.

"Nos forces ont l'autorité et le pouvoir de fermer les bases (du PKK). Notre lutte
contre le terrorisme ne vise pas seulement al-Qaida mais tous ceux qui mettent
en danger la sécurité irakienne et perturbent nos relations avec les pays voisins",
a ajouté le ministre irakien.

Samedi, sept membres du PKK ont été tués dans une région montagneuse de
la province de Sirnak, prés de la frontiére irakienne, au cours d'une opération
lancée par I'armée au lendemain de la mort par balles de deux soldats turcs, a
affirmé I'etat-major turc sur son site internet.

Depuis décembre 2007, l'aviation turque bombarde réguliérement les camps des
séparatistes kurdes dans le nord de I'lrak.

Ankara a longtemps accusé les Kurdes irakiens de tolérer voire d'aider le PKK,
mais, le mois dernier, lors d'une visite du président turc Abdullah Gl & Bagdad,
son homologue irakien Jalal Talabani, lui-méme Kurde, a appelé les militants du
PKK a déposer les armes ou a quitter le pays.

Le PKK a lancé en 1984 une campagne armée pour obtenir I'autonomie du sud-
est de la Turquie, une région peuplée majoritairement de Kurdes. Le conflit a fait
44,000 morts.

ERBIL (Irak), 13 avr 2009 (AFP)

LES PRESIDENTS des deux peuples privés d'Etat les plus
connus du Moyen-Orient se sont rencontrés lundi & Erbil afin
de cimenter les relations entre leurs deux termitoires autono-
mes.

"Nous n'avons pas besoin d'invitation pour visiter cette nation
soeur et nous avons toujours eu le sentiment que les portes
(du Kurdistan) nous étaient ouvertes sans avoir besoin de
prendre rendez-vous’, a déclaré lors d'une conférence de
presse le dirigeant palestinien Mahmoud Abbas.

"L'honorable président Barzani n'a été mis au courant de ma visite qu'a peine 24
heures avant mon arrivée et il a dit aussitdt: +Ahlan wa sahlan+ (bienvenue)", a-
t-il souligné.

Pour sa part, le président de la région autonome du Kurdistan irakien, Massoud
Barzani, a rendu hommage a son interlocuteur en notant qu'if est le premier "pré-
sident” a effectuer une visite dans sa région du nord de ['lrak.

LE PRESIDENT PALESTINIEN MAHMOUD ABBAS EN VISITE AU KURDISTAN

"Nous avons été habitués a voir les Palestiniens aider notre
peuple, par le passé comme a présent. Cette visite cimentera
les relations entre les deux peuples qui partagent la méme
souffrance’, a ajouté M. Barzani.

"De méme qui'il est le premier président & visiter notre région,
nous espérons que le consulat palestinien sera le premier
consulat & ouvrir a Erbil", la "capitale” du Kurdistan irakien.

Mahmoud Abbas est le président de ['Autorité Palestinienne,
une entité créée par les accords d'Oslo de 1993 avec Israél qui
accorde une autonomie en Cisjordanie et a Gaza.

Barzani est le président de la région autonome du Kurdistan, une région monta-
gneuse dans le nord de Ilrak qui a vu son autonomie confrmée par la
Constitution irakienne de 2005. Les 25 & 30 millions de Kurdes se répartissent
entre la Turquie, I'Iran, I'lrak et la Syrie.

Ity a une semaine, M. Abbas s'était rendu & Bagdad. C'était 1a premiére visite
d'un dirigeant palestinien depuis l'invasion américaine de 2003.

TURQUIE: L'ARMEE APPELLE LE GOUVERNEMENT A OBTENIR

ISTANBUL, 14 avril 2009 (AFP)

Le chef de I'armée turque a exhorté mardi le gouvernement & mettre en oeu-
vre les dispositions nécessaires afin d'obtenir 1a reddition des rebelles du Parti
des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK), une organisation, selon lui, en "perte de
sang".

"'Etat doit procéder a des modifications afin que les dispositions légales en
cours puissent devenir plus sffectives en vue d'obtenir que les rebelles quittent
I'organisation”, a déclaré le général Ilker Basbug, lors de son discours annuel
& l'académie de guerre d'lstanbul.

Sans préciser ces modifications, le chef d'état-mvajor a affirmé que la lutte anti-
terroriste ne pouvait seulement étre considérée d'un point de vue militaire.

Le code pénal turc prévoit déja une dispense de peine pour tout membre du
PKK n'ayant pas commis de crime. Les résultats de cette disposition ont cepen-

LA REDDITION DES REBELLES

dant été limités.

Les organisations kurdes réclament une amnistie totale pour les rebelles du
PKK, une organisation classée comme terroriste par les Etats-Unis, 'UE et la
Turquie, et dont ses leaders sont réfugiés pour la plupart dans les montagnes
du nord de Flrak.

"Le nord de I'lrak n'est plus un sanctuaire pour l'organisation terroriste (...) qui
perd du sang et dont les voies de communications ont €té détruites”, en raison
des opérations menées en Turquie et contre les repaires du PKK situés dans
le Kurdistan irakien en collaboration avec les Américains, a souligné le général.

Les déclarations du général Basbug interviennent alors que le PKK a prolongé
jusqu'au 1er juin une tréve qu'il avait déclaré unilatéralement, I'Etat turc n'ayant
jamais reconnu les précédents cessez-le-feu, rapporte le quotidien turc Taraf.

Le conflit kurde de Turquie a fait quelque 45.000 morts depuis le début de l'in-
surrection du PKK, en 1984,
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Bruxelles
Bureau européen

4 té par Barack Obamaet de la
négociation gu'elle croit avoir
gagnée a propos de la nomination
du nouveau secrétaire général de
I'OTAN, Ia Turquie accentue sa pres-
sion sur 'Union européenne (UE).
A Bruxelles, les bruits répandus
par la diplomatie d'Ankara, selon
laguelle les Vingt-Sept affiche-
raient plus de « souplesse » lors des
discussions sur I'adhésion turque,
suscitent malaise et crispations. En
écho, le président Abdullah Giil a
invité les Européens, jeudi 9 avril, a
taire leurs critiques « dangereu-
ses » al'égard de la politique étran-
gére de son pays, sous peine, a-t-il
expliqué au Financial Times, d affai-
blir la nécessaire coopération sur
quelques-unes des « menaces les

plus importantes pesant surla sécu-

rité occidentaie »,

L'intense négociation qui a eu
lieules3 et gavril afin d’aboutirala
levée du veto turc a la nomination
du Danois Anders Fogh Rasmus-
sen, lors du sommet de I'Alliance
atlantique a Strasbourg et aKehl, a
débouché sur des résultats positifs
pour Ankara. La médiation du prési-
dent américain dans la querelle
entre Ankara et les pays européens
qui soutenatent M. Rasmussen
-vilipendé dans les pays musul-
mans pour son soutien, lorsqu'il
était premier ministre, aux auteurs

‘de caricatures de Mahomet —

devrait permettre la nomination
d'un Turc au poste.de secrétaire
général adjoint. I serait notam-
ment chargé des relations avec le
monde musulman. Par- ailleurs,
des officiers turcs accéderaient a
des postes importants dans le com-
mandement militaire de 'OTAN.

~ Dans la foulée, Ankara a évoqué
sonentréedansl' Agence européen-
ne de défense, et I'idée que TUE~y
compris la France et I'Allemagne,
adversaires d'une adhésion a part
entiére de la Turquie 8 I'UE —aurait
accepté de faciliter les négociations

" engagées en 2005, Deux « chapi-

fe Nionde
Samedi 11 avril 2009

Vous avez
dessine
MahomeT.
[ aisseZ-Nous
dessiNer

|'éurope!

G -

tres » supplémentaires, concer-
nantlafiscalité et la politique socia-
le, pourraient étre ouverts avant la
fin de la présidence tcheque.

« Rien n'est décidé »

A Bruxelles, ces propos ont
engendré la mauvaise humeur.
« Rien n'est siir, rien n'est décidé »,
affirme un diplomate néerlandais.
« Une telle décision suppose un
accord unanime des chefs d'Etat »,
souligne un porte-parole delaCom-
mission. « L'OTAN est une chose,
I'adhésion en est une-autre », raille
un ambassadeur auprés de I'UE.

Ledossierdel'adhésion compor-
te 33 chapitres de négociation-au
total. L'und’entreeux a été refermeé
provisoirement, cing sont officieu-

sement bloqués ~ par la France et
par Chypre— huitautres sont gelés.
Les adversaires déclarés de 'adhé-
sion turque avaient espéré, en
2008, que la Cour constitutionnel-
le turque, appelée a se prononcer
sur une procédure visant a I'inter-
diction de I'AKP, le parti islainiste
au pouvoir, conclurait en ce sens.
Cela leur aurait permis de forcer
I'Union a interrompre le processus
de négociation. Il a manqué la voix
d’un juge pour prononcer la disso-
lution du parti du président Giil et
du premier ministre, Recep Tayyip
Erdogan. Celui-ci a dés lors promis
de s'engager en faveur d'un syste-
me laic, et réclamé la poursuite des
débats avec 'UE.

Au-dela de la polémique sur la

Le processus d’adhésion de
la Croatie pourrait repartir

L’Allemagne a proposé, mercredi
8 avril, sa médiation dans e
conflit frontalier qui oppose
depuis 1991 Ia Slovénie ala Croa-
tie et bloque les négociations qui
pourraient conduire a Fadhésion
de cette derniere a I'Union euro-
péenne (UE). La chanceliére Ange-
la Merkel plaide pour une entrée
dela Croatie dans 'UE, aprés son
entréedans'OTANIle 1" avril. La
Commission a annulé un cinquie-
me tour de négociation, qui était
prévu pour fe 1" avril, aprés un
refus de Zagreb derépondre a
urie proposition de solution.

nomination de M. Rasmussen,
« c'estlaméthode suivie par Ankara
qui pose probléme », souligne un
diplomate bruxellois. S'incarnant
en porte-parole des pays musul-
mans, ce qui a aussi fortement
déplu, M. Erdogan a relancé les
interrogations quant a la volonté
réelle de son pays de respecter la
liberté d’expression, I'une des exi-
gences les plus fortes des négocia-
teurs européens. '

« Trés choqué » par la pratique
de la Turquie et son évolution vers
cequ'il a appelé « une religion plus
renforcée, une laicité moins affir-
mée »,Bernard Kouchnera,quanta
lui, saisi Poccasion pour affirmer,
mardi7avril, qu'il n'était plus favo-
rable, désormais, al'entrée dela Tur-
quie dansJ'UE.

Une maniére de tenter de cal-
mer le débat national : divers res-
ponsables (Philippe de Villiers, Jean-
Marie Le Pen...) ont transformé la
«question turque » en argument
€lectoral, accusant Nicolas Sarkozy
de ne pas avoir interrompu les
négociations d'adhésion lors de la
présidence francaise del'Union. En
Allemagne et aux Pays-Bas, le the-
medel’entréedela Turquie a égale-
ment entrainé une mobilisation
des courants les plus radicaux. @

Jean-Pierre Stroocbants
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fe Monde
Mardi 14 avril 2009

aunom fi%:: Ea Mﬁ@
contreles rebelles
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Guillaume Perrier

ef Olivier Truc

Silopi (Turquie) et sud de [a Suéde
Envoyeés spéciaux

eclus dans un village, « quelque
part dans le sud de la Suéde »,
Abdiilkadir Aygan vit sous la
protection des services secrets
. suédois. Et pour cause : ce réfu-
@i e gié fait trembler la Turquie &
chdcune de ses révélations. Ancien mem-
bre de la rébellion kurde du PKX, il a été
« retourné » par 'armée turque dans les
années 1990. 1l a alors collaboré avec le
Jitem, une cellule clandestine de la gendar-
merie chargée de la lutte antiterroriste.
Pendant dix ans, il a pris part aux crimes
perpétrés dans le sud-est de la Turquie au

plus fortdela « saleguerre » menée parl ar-’

mée contreles rebelleskurdeset une popu~
lation accusée de les soutenir. Abdilkadir
Aygan a quitté la Turquie en 2003. Aujour-
d’hui, il parle.

« J'ai été embauché comme fonctionnai-
re civil antiterroriste en septembre 1991
avec le matricule [27299 », nous racon-
te-t-1l, dans sa maison suédoise. Avec force
détails, 1l passe en revue les séances de tor-
ture et les exécutions sommaires de mili-
tants soupconnés de soutenir la cause kur-

Des fosses ont été creusées, comme ici a Silopi,dans le sud-est de la Turquie,
pour retrouver les restes de personnes portées disparues. EDUBAYER

&

de, dont il fut le témoin. Des centaines de
meurtres et d’enlévements, non élucidés,
auraient été commis dans le sud-est de la
Turquie entre 1987 et 2001. « [l y a prés de
1500 dossiers connus de disparus, estime
un avocat de Diyarbakir engagé dans la
défense des droitsdel’homme, Sezgin Tan-
rikulu. 5 000 en comptant les meurtres
inexpliqués. »

En Turquie, les aveux d'Abdilkadir
Aygan ont totalement relancé I'enquéte
sur ces disparitions et rendu espoir aux
familles des victimes. Le corps de Murat
Aslan, un jeune de 25 ans volatilisé en
1994, a ainsiété retrouvé dix ans apres, bri-
1é et enterré au bord d’'une route. « Nous
I'avons enlevé dans un café aprés une
dénonciation et amené au local du Jitem,

sesouvient M. Aygan. Un caporalexperten

torture I'a accroché au plafond par les
mains, avec des poids aux pieds. Il le bat-
tait. Il est resté trois ou quatre jours sans
nourriture. Moi, [‘évaluais ses informa-
tions. » Selon Abdilkadir Aygan, Murat
Aslan a finalement été envoyé a Silopi,
puisamenéaubord duTigre. « Onluiamis
un bandeau surles yeux et des menottes. Le
sous-officier Yiiksel Uguratiréet Cindi Salu-

ci I'a arrosé d’essence et a mis le feu. Cest
grdce G mon témoignage que son corps a
pu étre retrouvé par sa famille et identifié
grace qun test AD.

Le repenti decut egalemem les « puits
delamort » telsquelesabaptiséslapresse
turque : des cuves de la compagnie pétro-
liere d’Etat Botas, dans lesquelles sept
corps auraient étéjetésen1994 aprésavoir
été dissous dans I'acide ou briilés. Il précise
aussi que trois syndicalistes, arrétés la
méme année et remis par le procureur au
chefduJitem a Diyarbakir, le colonel Abdu-

kerim Kirca, ont été exécutés par ce der- -

nier d'une balle dans la téte pres de Silvan.
« Nous prenous ce qu'il dit trés au sérieux,
explique Nusirevan Elgi, le batonnier de
Silopi, & lorigine de la réouverture du dos-
sier. Apres vérification, tout ce que raconte
Aygan est exact. »

L’ex-membre du Jitem est loin d’avoir
livré tous ses secrets. [ dit craindre pour sa
vie en Suéde, ot il a recu des menaces : la

Turquie réclame son extradition pour le

juger pour le meurtre de 'écrivain kurde
Musa Anter, en 1992. « Je suis prét a étre
juge n'importe ol et n'importe quand mais
pas en Turquie, s'insurge-t-il. Cette deman-
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de est faite pour me faire taire. »

Depuisle g mars,I'enquéte surlesdispa-
ritions a pris une nouvelle dimension. Sur
requéte des avocats qui s'appuient sur les
déclarations de M. Aygan, lajustice a finale-
ment ordonné des fouilles autour de Silo-
pi, derniére ville avant 1a frontiere irakien-
ne, et dans la région de Diyarbakir. Les
« puits de la mort », situés a proximité de
la principale caserne militaire de Silopi, et
sur le site de I'entreprise Botas, ont été
explorés. Ainsi que des charniers présu-
més dans plusieurs villages, ot des dizai-

nesde fragmentsd'os, un gant vert, des cor- '

delettes nouées, des débris de vétements,
un crane humain ont été découverts.

Le traumatisme, encore vif, des méfaits
cominis dans la région remonte a la surfa-
ce i la faveur de ces excavations. « Ces cri-

mes étaient connus dela populationdepuis

« Alépoque,
la peur nous empéchait
de parler. Nous risquions

d’étre tues a notre tour »
Salih Teybogan
un paysan
des années. Chaque famille a une histoire
de disparu », précise le batonnier Elci. Du
vendeur de kebabs de la place centrale au
cbef local de 'AKP, le parti du premier
ministre Recep Tayyip Erdogarn, tous ont
perdu un proche. Rien qu'a Silopi,
15 000 habitants, au moins 300 person-
nes serajent portées disparues.

Ahmet s’est évaporé un matin, en 1998,
en sortant de chez lul. « I était photogra-
phe, marié et pére de troisenfants.Onnel'a
jamais revu », raconte son pére Enver, les
larmes aux yeux. Aprés la disparition, le
vieil homme se souvient aveir été interro-

gé parunresponsable duJitem. « Je ne pen-
se qu’'a une chose depuis dix ans, dit-il.
Retrouverle corps de mon fils. » Voyantala
télévision, depuis peu, les pelleteuses
fouiller la terre, Enver a poussé la porte de

" T'Association des droits de 'homme : « Jai

pensé que, avec cette affaire Ergenekon qui
éclate en ce moment, il pourrait y avoir de
nouvelles informations. »

Les langues se délient depulis le lance-
ment, en 2007, d'une enquéte surle réseau
Ergenekon, une puissante nébuleuse mili-
taro-nationaliste incrustée dans 'appareil
d’Etat turc et soupconnée d'avoir fomenté
putschs et assassinats. Depuis octo-
bre 2008, 86 personnes ~militaires, acadé-
miciens, journalistes, politiciens el
mafieux - sont jugées devant un tribunal

- spécial, dans la banlieue d'Istanbul, pour

un complot présumé contre le gouverne-
ment. A partir de juillet, 56 autres suspects
seront traduits devant la justice. Des dizai-
nes d’autres pourrajent suivre.
L'existence du réseau Ergenekon n'est
pas une surprise : les Turcs parlaient jus-
qu'ici d'« Etat profond » pour désigner ce
réseau ultranationaliste. Décapité par les
vagues d'arrestations, le réseau pourrait
percer le mystére de quelques-unes des

affaires les plus sombres del'histoirerécen-
te de la Turquie, telles que Y'assassinat du
journaliste d'origine arménienne Hrant

Dink... ou les exactions du Jitem, dans le
Sud-Est. «Les fondateurs d’Ergenekon
étaient aussi des membres du Jitem, souli-
gne Abdiilkadir Aygan. Ergenekon a aussi
utilisé a l'occasion des chefs de la mafia
pour mener des missions. Par exemple
contre des chefs d'entreprise qu'ils faisaient
assassiner. Une partie des victimes dans le
sud-estont été tuées parle Jitem, mais aussi
pard'autres services de police, de gendarme-
rie ou de 'armée, voire méme par le MHP, le
parti d’extréme droite nationaliste. »

« Plus de 8o familles de disparus ont
rompu le silence depuis décembre, estime
Nusirevan Elgi qui, chaque semaine, voit
arriver de nouveaux dossiers. L'investiga-
tion sur Ergenekon a fait sortir de nou-
veaux témoignages et doit se concentrer
surle sud-est : ony retrouve beaucoup d'ac-
teurs de Uhistoire. » A la surprise des habi-
tants, de nombreux anciens hauts respon-
sables militaires en poste dansla régionau
moment des disparitions, entre 1987 et
2001, ont été arrétés ces dernieres semai-
nes :lemajor Arif Dogan, surnommé « I'An-
ge de la mort », oul'ancien général Levent
Erséz, réputé pour sa cruauteé.

Le 23 mars, c'est le colonel Cemal Temi-
z6z qui a été interpellé. Ancien chef du
Jitemn a Cizre, il a été désigné par des sus-
pects comme le commanditaire de plu-

sieurs enlévements. Son nom fait encore

frissonner l'avocat Elci: «Les gens se
détournaient de leur chemin pour ne pas se
retrouver face a lui. » Personne n'osait plus
emprunter laroute qui traverse le petit vil-
lage voisin de Kustepe. Vidé de ses habi-
tants et surveillé par trois « gardiens de vil-
lages », les miliciens supplétifs de I'armée,
il aurait également abrité un cbarnier. Les
enquéteursy ontdécouvert ungrand nom-
bre d'ossements. « Des os de chevaux, rien
de plus »,s’agace I'un des gardiens de villa-
ge en treillis, armé d’une kalachnikov, en
faisant signe de circuler. « A I'époque, la
peur nous empéchait de parler. Nous ris-
quions d'étre tués a notre tour », explique
Salib Teybogan, un paysan de Silopi.

Son frére, qui travaillait au poste-fron-
tiere, a é1é enlevé enrentrant cbez lui, et sa
voiture retrouvée briilée, « @ 200 m de
Botas ». Quelques mois plus tard, trois

corps sont retirés d'un puits, sous un
ancien restaurant, aujourd hui désaffecté.

"« Nous allons faire des tests ADN, dit Salih
. Teybogan. Maintenant, les choses chan-

gent. Quand j'ai entendu qu’ils allaient
ouvrir les charniers, je suis venu réclamer
mes droits. »

L'affaire des « puits de la mort » sonne
peut-étre la fin de I'impunité pour ces cri-
mes perpétrés jusque trés récemment. A
Istanbul et & Diyarbakir, les Meéres du same-
di -T'équivalent turc des Méres de la place
de Mai 2 Buenos Aires — ont repris leurs
manifestations bebdomadaires pour récla-
mer les corps de leurs enfants disparus.
« Maintenant, il nous faut une véritable
commission vérité et réconciliation, estime
I'avocat Sezgin Tanrikulu. Le probléeme,
c’est que les anciens du Jitem sont toujours
la, au sein de l'armée. »

Le colonel Abdulkerim Kirca, désigné
par Abdilkadir Aygan comme l'assassin
d’une douzaine de Kurdes, au moins, dans
les années1990, a été retrouvé avec une bal-
le dans la téte en janvier, avant de pouvoir
étre interrogé. Officiellement, un suicide.

- Tout le gratin de]'état-major assistait a ses

funérailles. &
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BAGHDRAD

BY ALISSA J. RUBIN

With the Americans leaving and securi-
ty improved, the Iragi government has
been on a nonstop campaign to convince
the world that it is a sovereign state, a
- client neither of the United States nor of
Iran. '
The country’s emerging foreign
policy was outlined in a speech that
Prime Minister Nuri Kamal al-Maliki

gave two weeks ago to the Arab League -

conference in Doha, Qatar, underscor-
ing Iraq’s Arab and Muslim identity, sig-

naling that it was not following in the .

secular footsteps of the United States.

“Iraq’s Arab and Islamic identity and
its unity and sovereignty are red lines
that cannot be crossed and are not sub-
ject to compromise,” Mr. Maliki said in
his address to the 22-member body.

But with 130,000 American soldiers
stilt on Iragi soil and American advisers
embedded in almost every Iragi securi-
ty institution, his message remains a
tough sell — although easier than it was
even a year ago, before it became clear
that the Americans would withdraw.

“How do you represent a country un-
der foreign occupation?”  asked
Hoshyar Zebari, the Iragi foreign minis-
ter. ‘It was an extreme challenge, an
uphill challenge.”

In most of the Middle East, being too
close to the Americans earns leaders

the scorn of Arabs who view the United
States as a heavy-handed ally of Israel,
a colonialist empire builder and anti-
Muslim. In Europe, where many courl-
tries opposed the American invasion,
the continuing presence of American
soldiers coupled with Iraq’s unstable se-
curity situation meant that until re-
cently many countries remained skep-
tical of Iraq’s independence.

It was not until last autumn, when the
United States announced a sure with-
drawal and pledged no permanent bases
in Iraq, that countries and international
organizations began committing in any

“They are trying to draw
a clear foreign policy.”

numbers to opening embassies and
making official visits, Mr. Zebari said.
Forty countries now have ambassa-
dors or chargés d’affaires in Baghdad,
along with 12 international agencies, in-
cluding the United Nations and the Red
Cross. In February, President Nicolas
Sarkozy of France made the first visit of
a French leader to the country since the

2003 invasion, and Frank-Walter Stein-
meier became the first German foreign
minister to visit Baghdad in 22 years.

Both countries had opposed the
American invasion but now seem ready
to forge strong ties with Baghdad.

In an effort to prove its autonomy,
Iraq has invited teaders from Syria and

Iran to open embassies, although those
countries have an antagonistic relation-
ship with the United States, and Irag has
also reached out to the United States’
global competitors: China and Russia.

“They are trying to prove they are in-
dependent of the United States and they
are trying to draw a clear foreign policy,
and we can see other countries are be-
ginning to take Irag seriously,” said
Mustapha Alani, director of defense
studies at the Gulf Research Center, an
independent group in the United Arab
Emirates.

Harder for Iraqg to demonstrate to the
world is that it is free of Iranian influ-
ence. There are “‘some doubts in the
minds and hearts of some of the Arab
countries,’”” Mr. Zebari said. The country
that harbors the greatest uncertainty is
Saudi Arabia, one of Iraq’s most power-
ful neighbors. The Saudis have yet to
open an embassy in Baghdad despite re-
peated invitations and cajoling.

Although the Saudis cite security as
the reason for hesitating, the larger rea-
son is that they have yet to trust Irag’s
Shiite-led government, which they fear
will favor Iran or even become an Irani-

" an satellite.

Prince Turki al-Faisal, former direc-
tor of Saudi intelligence and former am-

bassador to the United States, said at a -

conference in Amman on Saturday that
Saudi Arabia had told the United States
previously that when it brought a Shiite-
dominated government to power after

the 2003 invasion, it “handed Irag to
Iran on a golden plate,” according te the
Saudi daily newspaper Al Watan.

Iran’s influence is indisputable. With
a $4 billion balance of trade, it is Irag’s
second-largest trading partner, after
Turkey. It helps to finance several of
Irag’s Shiite political parties and sends
millions of religious tourists to Iraq’s
shrines every year.

Mr. Zebari, well aware of Iran’s effort
to wield its influence in Irag, said he had
been warning the Saudis lately that if

they did not help fill the vacuum as the
Americans pulled back, then the Iranians
would.

“We are saying to them, they should
be here: “Why do you complain about
expanding influence?’”” Mr. Zebari said.
““They are here, and you are not.”

SE! F.S
Prime Minister Nuri Kamal al-Maliki says
Iraq’s unity and sovereignty are “‘red lines.”

Iran was the first country to recognize
Iraq after the American invasion, and it
has shrewdly reached out to politicians

" from all the major sects and ethnicities.

With ties to the most powerful politi-
cians, it has been able to maneuver be-
hind the scenes, influencing Iraq’s in-
ternal politics and sometimes derailing
government policy.

“We’ve managed to conduct our rela-
tionship with them with a struggle; po-
litically, officially,” Mr. Zebari said.

Pulled between Iran and the Arab
world, Iraq appears likely to become a
“huffer state,” said Joost Hiltermann,
the senior Iraq analyst at the Interna-
tional Crisis Group, a research organi-
zation based in Washington and Brus-
sels. The country’s safety net, whether
Iragis like it or not, is likely to remain
the United States.

“They will need to distance them-
selves from the United States publicly,”
Mr. Hiltermann said. “But at the same

time they will need to keep very close

connections with them. They need them
for security. They will need to juggte all
the time.”

Sam Dagher contributed reporting.
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[STARS ¥ STRIPES] __April 12, 2009

Kirkuk power-sharing
agreements in limbo

By Geoff Ziezulewicz, Stars and Stripes

Kirkuk province didn’t participate in elections earlier this year,
as its future continues to be debated in the Iraqi parliament.
Numerous deadlines on these decisions have passed, most recently
March 31. Elections might take place here this surnmer.

The Kurds here are the most ardent supporters of a continued
U.S. presence, but Arabs and Turkmens interviewed also said a
U.S. withdrawal would be bad.

Power-sharing agreements between different groups and other
steps forward are in limbo here partly because there are no clear
numbers on the ethnic makeup of Kirkuk province.

Sri Kulkarni, a public diplomacy officer with the State
Department’s Provincial Reconstruction Team, estimates the
population to be between 45 percent and 55 percent Kurdish, 25
percent and 35 percent Arab and 10 percent to 15 percent

Turkmen, with a smaller Christian population.

Kurds flooded the province after 2003, many claiming displa-
cement during Saddam’s forced "Arabization” of the region. Some
Arabs counter that the Kurdish Regional Government to the north
sent Kurds here to increase the population in order to fix power-
sharing dynamics. Some claim the local population swelled from
700,000 to 1.3 million after the war’s onset due to the new Kurds.

U.S. military officials say Arabs want a 1978 census used to
determine population percentages, while Kurds want a 1957 count
as a baseline.

Tied into that population question and the Kurdish mflux post-
2003 are about 40,000 property disputes, military officials said.
Just one of these disputes took Irag’'s Commission for the
Resolution of Real Property Disputes a year to solve.

Kurds claim they were displaced, while Arabs and other groups
claim they have legally binding property documents from the old
regime.

"Those guys are squatters as far as the Kurds are concerned,"
said Lt. Col. Andy Shoffner, comnmander of the 4th Squadron, 9th
U.S. Cavalry Regiment, which is responsible for much of the sou-
thern part of the province.

Aswat al-lraqf}
PIII A E Y B UWEBN

April 17, 2009

ARBIL / Aswat al-raq:

Iraqi Kurdistan Region President Massoud Barazani discuss on Friday with
Staffan De Mistura, the UN secretary general’s special envoy to Irag, the
international organization’s proposals on disputed areas, according to a sta-
tement by Barazani’s office.

“De Mistura, accompanied by a delegation of envoys of the United States,
Britain and the European Union (EU) represented by the Belgian ambassa-
dor, held today (April 17) a meeting with Barazani and a high-level delega-
tion representing the autonomous region,” read the statement as received by
Aswat al-Irag news agency.

“The UN special envoy spoke of proposals to deal with the problems over

Barazani, De Mistura discuss UN proposals
on disputed areas

disputed areas,” the statement added.

According to article 140 of the Iragi constitution, the problem of disputed
areas, particularly Kirkuk, are to be dealt with over three stages.

The article provides for the normalization of Kirkuk through having back its
Kurdish and Turcoman inhabitants and repatriating the Arabs relocated in
the city during the former regime’s time to their original provinces in central
and southern Iraqg.

The article also calls for conducting a census to be followed by a referen-
dum to let the inhabitants decide whether they would like Kirkuk to be
annexed to the autonomous iragi Kurdistan region or having it as an inde-
pendent province.

Aswat a!—lraqﬁ
PR 2B

April 17, 2009

U.N. may propose

BAGHDAD / Aswat al-lraq:

Kurdish and Arab politicians in northern Iraq are re preparing for a poten-
tially long and bruising fight over disputed areas as they await the release of
U.N. reports expected to propose joint administration of Kirkuk and make a
case for the annexation of some districts to the Kurdistan Regional
Government, the Washington Post newspaper said on Friday.

“In Kirkuk, the crown jewel of the 300-mile strip of disputed territories, Arab
politicians announced over the weekend the creation of a political group
that includes Sunni leaders who gained prominence in 2006 and 2007
when, with financial backing from the United States, they took up arms
against the group al-Qaeda in lraq in the western part of the country,” the
paper said.

The Kurds, meanwhile, have been aggressively collecting signatures in the
oil-rich city for a nonbinding petition with which they hope to demonstrate
that the majority of Kirkuk’s residents want the city annexed to the autono-
mous Kurdish regional government.

“The much-anticipated release of the U.N. reports, expected this month,
could open a new chapter in the visceral, decades-long dispute between
Arabs and Kurds over Kirkuk and other key cities and villages in northern
Irag,” it added.

Many of the urban areas in the disputed territories were predominantly
Kurdish until the 1970s, when Saddam Hussein razed hundreds of Kurdish
villages, displacing thousands of people. He also provided incentives for

joint administration of Kirkuk

Arabs in southern Irag to move north.

Since the U.S. invasion of Iraq in 2003, the Kurdish regional government —
which operates much like a sovereign nation and has its own armed force —
has worked aggressively to restore its influence in several areas that were for-
merly under Kurdish control. It has spent millions on social services and
deployed its militia, the Peshmerga, to parts of Nineveh, Diala and Kirkuk,
the three provinces that border the autonomous regional government.

“Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki and other Arab leaders have accused Kurds
of encroaching in areas that are under nominal control of the Baghdad
government. Maliki in recent months deployed troops loyal to the central
government to stem the influence of the Kurdish regional government.”

The tension over Kirkuk and other disputed areas, which some Iraqi and U.S.
officials believe could escalate into armed conflict, prompted the U.S. mili-
tary in January to increase its troop level in Kirkuk from a battalion, roughly
900 troops, to a combat brigade of about 3,200 soldiers,” it continued.

“The threat of civil war remains real, and this threat should not be minimi-
zed,” said W. Andrew Terrill, a national security professor at the U.5. Army
War College’s Strategic Studies Institute. “Kirkuk is often compared to
Jerusalem, where different groups have exceptionally strong emotional
attachments and the claims of rival groups are rarely seen as valid”

“The debate over control is linked to the still-unresolved question of how
Iraq will distribute its oil wealth. Complicating matters, it is coming to a head
in a politically charged year during which missteps by candidates over their

26



Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

position on Kirkuk could amount to political suicide,” the newspaper said.

U.N. officials this week briefed Maliki, a Shiite; President Jalal Talabani, a
Kurd; and other senior Iraqi leaders on the reports. U.N. officials have refrai-
ned from discussing the reports publicly.

Iragi analysts and politicians in northern iragq who have discussed the issue
with U.N. officials in recent weeks said in interviews that they expect the
organization will outline a scenario by which Kirkuk could be administered
jointly by the central government in Baghdad and the Kurdish regional
government. Elsewhere, based on an analysis of the region’s history, demo-
graphics and the outcome of the recent provincial election, the United
Nations is expected to suggest that certain districts ought to be administered

Hussein Ali Salih al-juburi, a senior Arab political leader in Kirkuk, said local
politicians decided to form the lragi Kirkuk Bloc to “strengthen the Arabs’
position” on what he called “Kurdish intransigence”” He said the group
intends to deploy the paramilitary groups known as Awakening councils, or
Sons of Irag, to fight insurgent groups in villages in northern Iraq.

Kurdish politicians in Kirkuk say they won't accept any deal that prevents the
Kurdish regional government from annexing the city.

The security situation in Kirkuk, which saw little violence in the years after
the invasion, has deteriorated in recent months. A suicide bomber killed 50
people at a restaurant in December. On Wednesday, another suicide bom-
ber killed 11. Iragi and U.S. officials fear insurgent groups could seize on the

by the Kurdish regional government.

T0DAYS ZAMAN

April 17, 2009

conference that was to bring together dispa-
Arate Kurdish groups to create a roadmap for a
solution to the Kurdish problem and for the laying
down of arms by the outlawed Kurdistan Workers'
Party (PKK) and which was expected to take place
in the spri has been postponed, the Kurdish ANF
news agency reported yesterday.

According fo the agency, the Kurdish "national
congress" was postponed to July or August follo-
wing a request from Turkey, after Turkish Interior
Minister Be?ir Atalay participated in a meeting of
the three-party mechanism, established last year
by Turkey, Iraq and the United States to fight terro-
rism and held in the Iragi capital of Baghdad on
Aprit 11, Some Kurdish sources, however, said the

political and military stalemates to make a comeback in the region.

conference has been postponed indefinitely.

Turkey was to participate in the conference, to be
held in Arbil, as an observer. Calis on the PKK to
lay down its weapons were expected.

In an article published in the Radikal daily on
Wednesday, Cengiz Gandar expressed disappoint-
ment over the lack of any development vis-a-vis
the Kurdish conference.

"There are no developments regarding the Kurdish
conference. It was highly expected to be held in
Arbil in late April or early May. Putting aside April, it
will be a miracle if this conference gathers in May.
How do | know that? | recently went to Washington
to give a presentation on Turkish and Iraqi Kurds.

Kurdish conference in Arbil postponed indefinitely

The person who accompanied me was a Kurdish
official from the Kurdistan Regional Administration
responsible for the preparations of the conference.
He said there was no preparation for the confe-
rence at the time being," Gandar wrote in his arti-
cle.

In a statement made on Aprit 1, Kurdistan Regional
Administration President Massoud Barzani said he
was following the developments in the Kurdish
conference from the media, adding that no exact
date was set for the conference.

Y

GULF 32 NEWS  April 18, 2009

Kirkuk compromise prospects brighten

By Oxford Analytica

Despite US and UN assistance, the status of Kirkuk
remains deadlocked, and tension in the disputed city
is rising.

EVENT: The Article 23 Committee on Kirkuk failed to
submit its recommendations by the March 31 deadline set by
Iraq's parliament and is now expected to do so by late May.

SIGNIFICANCE: Despite US and UN assistance, the sta-
tus of Kirkuk remains deadlocked, and tension in the disputed
city is rising.

There is growing appetite among local groups for a com-
promise solution that involves Kirkuk being declared a special
region that is neither within the KRG nor directly administe-
red from Baghdad

A census and a resultant new power-sharing formula
would then follow in time, followed by new provincial elec-
tions in Kirkuk in 2013 (ie., at the same time as the other 17
provinces)

At present, neither the Kurds nor the Arab nationalist fac-
tions appear to be willing to compromise on Kirkuk. Only after
the early 2010 national elections will either side have sufficient
political freedom to make painful sacrifices

§}

Iraq's President Jalal Talabani (left) speaks to
reporters during his meeting with Massoud Barzani
{(right), president of the Kurdish regional govern-
ment in Arbil, northern Iraq.

ANALYSIS:

A combination of interrelated issues lie at the heart of the
dispute between the Arab political blocs in Baghdad and the
Kurdish parties of the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG).
They are:

- the future administration of Kirkuk, a city claimed by
Kurdish, Arab and Turkmen communities

- the administration of up to 40 other Disputed Internal
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Boundary (DIB) territories along the edge of the KRG;

- oil development policy and fiscal independence in the
KRG

- command and control of security forces in the DIB and
KRG areas; and

- provincial elections in Kirkuk and the three KRG provin-
ces, which were both excluded from the January provincial
elections held in 14 provinces.

A number of processes have been established which are
moving forward simultaneously on the status of Kirkuk, the
highest-profile issue:

The Article 23 Committee has seven Iraqi National
Assembly parliamentarians (two each from the Kurdish, Arab
and Turkmen communities, plus one Christian). The commit-
tee is charged with developing recommendations on property
claims and residency rights, as well as power-sharing, that can
be turned into a Kirkuk special elections law by the National
Assembly. The committee is now unlikely to produce its recom-
mendations before late May.

A parallel and informal Article 23 working group is made up
of members of the Kirkuk provincial council, focused on power-
sharing formulas.

The United Nations Assistance Mission in Iraq (UNAMI) is
producing studies on Kirkuk and other DIBs in mid-April,
including practical steps to reduce tensions in Kirkuk and
enable multi-ethnic power-sharing.

The US embassy in Baghdad has appointed a US envoy for
northern Iraq affairs to support the Article 23 and UNAMI pro-
cesses. The US military has scaled up its military commitment
to Kirkuk province from battalion (1,000 men) to brigade-
strength (3,000 men), in contrast to drawdown in most other
parts of the country.

Kirkuk's main political blocs are getting increasingly frus-
trated with the lack of progress on the city's administrative sta-
tus. Kirkuk factions perceive outside factors - notably the broa-
der Baghdad-KRG struggle - to be a brake on resolution of the
Kirkuk issue:

From 2003 to the present day, the city has been administra-
tively isolated from the full support of the federal government.

Kirkuk city is controlled by Kurdish-led Iraqi Police forces
and the federal Iraqgi Army is not allowed to come within agreed
city limits without police (ie., Kurdish) permission.

Kirkuk's technical directorates - local branches of federal
ministries - are Kurdish-led and, as a result, have become dis-
connected from the federal system to an extent that is unique
for a major Iraqi city. The KRG is cash-strapped and cannot
bankroll the development of the city.

As a result, the city is caught in administrative limbo and
cannot fully control the insurgency that continues in Kirkuk
due to Kurdish unwillingness to call upon federal government
reinforcements.

There is growing appetite among local groups for a compro-
mise solution that involves Kirkuk being declared a special
region that is neither within the KRG nor directly administered
from Baghdad. This would require the Kirkuk provincial coun-
cil to develop as a miniature government, effectively becoming
the only semi-autonomous single province region in Iraq:

For Kirkuk's Arab and Turkmen residents, the idea is attrac-
tive,

There are signs that war-weary Kurdish refugees living in
shanty towns across northern Kirkuk would be willing to accept
the solution as long as it expedites the resettlement process and
guarantees them permanent high-quality housing in the city.

UNAMI and the Article 23 Committee are now investigating
the practical steps that would need to be taken to make this
kind of power-sharing arrangement possible. The outlines of an
interim solution are becoming visible:

Kirkuk would be named a special region until at least 2013.

A formula (probably a 32-32-32-4 percentage split) would
fix the ethnic balance of Kurds, Arabs, Turkmen and Christians
respectively on the 41-member provincial council.

Distribution of key provincial council positions would be
fixed with a simnilar formuta.

Provincial elections would then be held, with the results
being used to decide exactly which politicians filled out the pre-
arranged number of seats given to each faction on the provin-
cial council. This would bestow a degree of legitimacy on the
provincial council members, making them more capable of run-
ning the day-to-day affairs of Kirkuk.

A census and a resultant new power-sharing formula would
then follow in time, followed by new provincial elections in
Kirkuk in 2013 (ie., at the same time as the other 17 provinces).

While there has been incremental progress on the Kirkuk
issues, there are many potential obstacles that could slow or
stall the conflict resolution processes underway:

- Iraqi parliamentary politics - These could make Prime
Minister Nouri Al Maliki and other Arab blocs unwilling to
compromise on Kirkuk. With national elections looming in
early 2010, Maliki will need to build his political base as an
Arab nationalist leader if he is to maximise his chances of being
re-elected as prime minister by a majority of parliamentarians.
Fomenting or exacerbating greater tension with the Kurds
could bolster his credentials as a nationalist leader and a mili-
tary leader.

- KRG politics - Elections in the three KRG provinees will
probably occur in early summer 2009, and this will sharpen the
political divisions that are emerging within the KRG. The
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) is suffering a political lea-
dership crisis due to the failing health of Iraqi President Jalal
Talabani, the PUK leader. PUK weakness is boosting the
influence wielded by its rival, the larger Kurdistan Democratic
Party (KDP), both in the KRG and in Kirkuk city.

All these factors are likely to drive Kurdish leaders to com-
pete to demonstrate their Kurdish nationalism and their unwil-
lingness to compromise with Baghdad.

- UNAMI and the United States: Both have limited
influence over Iraqi and Kurdish decision-making. UNAMI's
earlier set of trial recommendations on four DIB areas leaned
towards a stronger federal government role in the areas and
was poorly received in the KRG. The US government, meanw-
hile, appears unwilling to expend considerable political capital
to affect the outcome of the Kirkuk issue. However, if
Washington leans in any direction, it is increasingly towards
the federal government in Baghdad. These factors may make
the Kurds feel more isolated and act more aggressively.

- Outlook: At present, neither the Kurds nor the Arab
nationalist factions appear to be willing to compromise on
Kirkuk. Only after the early 2010 national elections will either
side have sufficient political freedom to make painful sacrifices.
Even then, the Kurds will probably need to reduce their
demands in order to win a place in whatever Arab ruling coali-
tion emerges.

CONCLUSION:

Despite the potential for minor clashes and scares throu-
ghout 2009, a dramatic military showdown between Kirkuk's
Kurds and the Iraqi Army is unlikely. Special status for Kirkuk
from 2010-13 is the most likely outcome, meaning that the city
will neither join the KRG nor fall fully under federal govern-
ment control. The federal government and KRG will test each
other's resolve on the fringes of Kirkuk city and its oilfields, but
a major meltdown in security remains unlikely.
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The Washington Post
April 17, 2009

By Ernesto Londofio
Washington Post Foreign Service

BAGHDAD, April 16 -- Kurdish
and Arab politicians in northern Iraq
are preparing for a potentially long and
bruising fight over disputed areas as
they await the release of U.N. reports
expected to propose joint administration
of Kirkuk and make a case for the
annexation of some districts to the
Kurdistan Regional Government.

In Kirkuk, the crown jewel of the
300-mile strip of disputed territories,
Arab politicians announced over the
weekend the creation of a political
group that includes Sunni leaders who
gained prominence in 2006 and 2007
when, with financial backing from the
United States, they took up arms
against the group al-Qaeda in Iraq in
the western part of the country.

The Kurds, meanwhile, have been
aggressively collecting signatures in the
oil-rich city for a nonbinding petition
with which they hope to demonstrate
that the majority of Kirkuk's residents
want the city annexed to the autono-
mous Kurdish regional government.

The much-anticipated release of the
U.N. reports, expected this month,
could open a new chapter in the visce-
ral, decades-long dispute between
Arabs and Kurds over Kirkuk and other
key cities and villages in northern Iraq.

Many of the urban areas in the dis-
puted territories were predominantly
Kurdish until the 1970s, when Saddam
Hussein razed hundreds of Kurdish vil-
lages, displacing thousands of people.
He also provided incentives for Arabs
in southern Iraq to move north.

Since the U.S. invasion of Iraq in
2003, the Kurdish regional government -
- which operates much like a sovereign
nation and has its own armed force --
has worked aggressively to restore its
influence in several areas that were for-
merly under Kurdish control. It has
spent millions on social services and
deployed its militia, the pesh merga, to
parts of Nineveh, Diyala and Kirkuk,
the three provinces that border the auto-
nomous regional government.

Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki and
other Arab leaders have accused Kurds
of encroaching in areas that are under
nominal control of the Baghdad govern-
ment. Maliki in recent months deployed
troops loyal to the central government
to stem the influence of the Kurdish
regional government.

The tension over Kirkuk and other
disputed areas, which some Iraqi and
U.S. officials believe could escalate into
armed conflict, prompted the U.S. mili-
tary in January to increase its troop
level in Kirkuk from a battalion,
roughly 900 troops, to a combat brigade

of about 3,200 soldiers.

"The threat of civil war remains real,
and this threat should not be minimi-
zed," said W. Andrew Terrill, a national
security professor at the U.S. Army War
College's Strategic Studies Institute.
"Kirkuk is often compared to Jerusalem,
where different groups have exceptio-
nally strong emotional attachments and
the claims of rival groups are rarely
seen as valid."

The debate over control is linked to
the still-unresolved question of how
Iraq will distribute its oil wealth.
Complicating matters, it is coming to a
head in a politically charged year
during which missteps by candidates
over their position on Kirkuk could
amount to political suicide.

U.N. officials this week briefed
Maliki, a Shiite; President Jalal Talabani,
a Kurd; and other senjor Iraqi leaders
on the reports. U.N. officials have refrai-
ned from discussing the reports publi-
cly.

Iraqi analysts and politicians in nor-
thern Iraq who have discussed the issue
with U.N. officials in recent weeks said
in interviews that they expect the orga-
nization will outline a scenario by
which Kirkuk could be administered
jointly by the central government in
Baghdad and the Kurdish regional
government. Elsewhere, based on an
analysis of the region's history, demo-
graphics and the outcome of the recent
provincial election, the United Nations
is expected to suggest that certain dis-
tricts ought to be administered by the
Kurdish regional government.

Hussein Ali Salih al-Juburi, a senior
Arab political leader in Kirkuk, said
local politicians decided to form the
Iragi Kirkuk Bloc to "strengthen the
Arabs’ position” on what he called
"Kurdish intransigence.” He said the
group intends to deploy the paramili-
tary groups known as Awakening coun-
cils, or Sons of Iraq, to fight insurgent
groups in villages in northern Iraq.

Kurdish politicians in Kirkuk say
they won't accept any deal that prevents
the Kurdish regional government from
annexing the city.

"We shall accept a solution for
Kirkuk worked out by the parties inside
the city and oppose any solution impor-
ted from outside parties that are
enemies to the Kurdish people’s experi-
ment,” said Najat Hassan Karim, a
senior Kurdish politician.

The security situation in Kirkuk,
which saw little violence in the years
after the invasion, has deteriorated in
recent months. A suicide bomber killed
50 people at a restaurant in December.
On Wednesday, another suicide bomber
killed 11. Iraqgi and U.S. officials fear
insurgent groups could seize on the

Kurds, Arabs Maneuver Ahead of U.N.
Report on N. Iraq

political and military stalemates to
make a comeback in the region.

Tension between armed forces loyal
to the Iraqi government and the
Kurdish regional government nearly led
to a shootout last fall in Khanagin, a
town in Diyala province. Conflict was
narrowly averted by U.S. soldiers. Talib
Mohamed Hassan, a Kurdish politician
in Khanagqin, recently took visiting jour-
nalists to one of the villages razed
during the 1970s. For Kurds, he said,
these areas are hallowed ground.

"We don't call these disputed areas,”
he said, walking through chunks of
cement where homes once stood. "We
call these areas that were sliced off.”

In Nineveh province, the recent pro-
vincial election left the council, formerly
controlled by Kurds, solidly in the
hands of Arabs. When the new council
was seated this week, the Kurds walked
out, saying they were not given a fair
number of key positions.

Raid Jahid Fahmi, the leader of a
committee appointed to ease tensions
over Kirkuk, said a lasting solution
seems unlikely in a politically charged
year. National elections are expected in
the winter.

"It's better to have a good solution in
three years than a shaky one in one
year," Fahmi said. "A durable solution
might take some time. It is now proven
that setting deadlines for complex poli-
tical issues is not a good thing."

American officials fear the conse-
quences of leaving the dispute unresol-
ved as the U.S. military withdraws, and
they have urged both sides to take the
U.N. reports seriously.

"We need facilitators with teeth,” a
senior Iraqi official said, speaking on
the condition of anonymity to offer his
candid assessment. "The U.N. has no
teeth. Keeping this herd of cats together
without American leadership won't
happen.”

But the United States has avoided
taking sides.

"The United States cannot forcefully
inject itself into this conflict without
creating a massive number of new
enemies in Iraq and worldwide,” said
Terrill, the professor. "I think that the
United States has to contain the violence
and encourage dialogue, but I do not
think we can go beyond that without
making things worse.”

Special correspondents Dlovan
Brwari in Mosul and Zaid Sabah, Aziz
Alwan and K.I. Ibrahim in Baghdad
contributed to this report. A special cor-
respondent in Kirkuk also contributed
reporting.
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Les autorites turques durcissent le ton
face aux milieux pmkmdeg

L.a principale formation kurde, menacée d'interdiction, a été la cible d’arrestations

apres des élections municipales qui lui ont été favorables

Istanbul
Correspondance
=, eux jours de suite, des des-
% o centes de pohce spectacu-
s laires menées simultané-
ment dans plusieurs régions ont
réveillé la Turquie. Lundi 13 avril,
"¢’était pour un éniéme coup de
filet réalisé dans le cadre de I'en-
quéte sur le réseau Ergenekon,
une nébuleuse militaro-nationa-
liste accusée de tentatives de ren-
versement du gouvernement.
Dix-huit personnes, parmi les-
quelles plusieurs académiciens,
un chirurgien et des membres
d'associations laiques, étalent
arréiées.

Coincidence du calendrier judi-
ciaire, mardi, c'est dans les
milieux kurdes que la police a, cet-
te fois, frappé. Cinquante et une
personnes ont été placéesen garde
avue, principalement dans le sud-
est du pays, soupgonnées d'étre
lides a la guérilla séparatiste du
PXK. Aupremierrangdescibles:le
Parti pour une société démocrati-
que (DTP), dont le sizge local de
Diyarbakir a été perquisitionneé.

Plusieurs de ses vice-prési-
dents, le maire adjoint de la ville
de Bingd), mais aussile rédacteur
en chef d'une’chaine de télévi-
sion locale, Gun TV, et trois des
avocatsduleader emprisonnédu

~ PKK, Abdullah Ocalan, figurent

fe Monde | Turquie

14 avril 2002

parmiles personnes arrétées.
Ce durcissement a l'encontrede

la mouvance kurde intervient -

alors queé la procédure d'interdic-
tion du DTP, ouverte par le procu-
reur de la Cour de cassation en
2007 pour des liens supposés avec
le PKK, semblait mise en sommeil.
« Cette opération est une démons-
tration claire de lincapacité du
gouvernement & encaisser le résul-
tat des élections municipales », a
commenté le président du DTP,
Ahmet Tirk, mardi, devant les
députésde son parti.

Lors de ce scrutin, le 29 mars, le
mouvement islamo-conservatetir
au pouvoir, I'AKP, avait en effet
essuyé un révers cinglant dans la

région kurde, au profit du DTP.
Des rassemblements de soutien
aux interpellés étaient organisés
mercredi.

Fermeté de 'armée

Le cessez-le-feu décrété unilaté-
ralement par le PKK, jusqu'au
1 juin, a donc été ignoré par les

. militaires commme parle gouverne-

ment. « Si 'armée turque prend le
probléme de maniére positive et
contribuedl'extension d’'une pério-
de sans conflit, et si les décideurs

-politiques montrent une volonté

de dialogue, alors une solutionala

. question kurde deviendrait possi-

blé rapidement », stipulait le com-
muniqué de l'organisation, publié

Nouvelle offensive contre le PKK

ISTANBUL. Le président turc, Abdullah Gii}, et le premier ministre, Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, assistaient, dimanche 12 avril, & Istanbul, aux funérailles
de l'un des deux soldats tués, vendredi, dans la région de Sirnak, frontalié-
re del'Irak. Des combats entre 'armée et les rebelles du Parti des tra-
vailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK) y ont fait au moins neuf victimes, dont sept
rebelles. Des opérations ont aussi été déclenchées dans la province centra-
le de Tunceli. A Bagdad, le ministre irakien de la sécurité intérieure, Shi-
rwan Al-Waili, a invité le PKK & « déposer les armes ou quitter le territoire
irakien », aprés une rencontre, samedi, avec son homologue turc Besir
Atalay Plusieurs milliers de membres de cette guerll]a marxiste sont réfu-
giés dans les montagnes du nord de I'Irak, dans la région autonomekur-
de. L'Irak, la Turquie et les Etats-Unis ont joint leurs efforts, « notamment

mardi par 'agence de presse kur-
de Firat.

Mais le méme jour, le général
Ilker Basbug, chef d’état-major de
l'armée turque, qui pronongait
son grand discours annue] devant
les éléves de Yacadémie militaire,
a délivré un message de fermeté &
I'encontre du PKK. « L'organisa-
tion terroriste séparatiste perd du

_ sang », a-t-il estimé, jugeant sa fin

proche, aprés vingt-cing ans de
guerre larvée entre la rébellion et
I'armée, qui ont fait 45 000 morts,
selon le décompte de l'armée.
L'Irak, les Etats-Unis et la Turquie
ont renforcé leur coopération et
ont invité a plusieurs reprises le
PKK a déposer les armes. '

« Lediscours du général Basbug.,

- plus pragmatique, différe de ses -

prédécesseurs sur la doctrine mili-
taire », analyse le sociologue
Levent Unsaldi, spec1ahste del'ar-
mée turque.

Nourri de références 3 Hunting-

" ton oua Montesquieu, I'exposé du

général Basbug, « montre qu'il a
compris le changement de contex-
te international et insiste sur la
nécessaire professionnalisdtion de
I'armée pour éviter les interféren-
ces avec le pouvoir politique. Ef
revanche, sur la question kurde, il
demeure sur une ligne classique
pour larmée turque»,’ estimg
Levent Unsaldi. @

Guillaume Perrier

dansle domaine du renseignement ». Les trois pays ont réactivé, en
novembre, un comité de lutte contre le PKK. & Guillaume Perrier
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IRAK

154

ATLONEE

Un pays dechiré mais qui avance

L'intervention américaine en 2003 a-t-elle marqué le début d’une libération ou

celui d'une occupation militaire !

Six ans aprés la chute de Saddam Hussein,

les Irakiens demeurent profondément divisés sur cette question.

AL-MUSTAQBAL
Beyrouth

% ix ans ne sont pas grand-
chose dans la vie d’un peuple,
y mais en Irak les six derniéres
années n’ont pas ¢té ordi-
naires. Elles ont ét¢ difficiles a vivre,
lourdes de changements ct porteuses
de bouleversements historiques. Sad-
dam Hussein est tombé, le pays a été
occupé, des centaines de milliers de
personnes sont mortes et des millions
d’autres sont parties. C’est un prix
énorme a payer pour fairc entrer un
peuple dans une nouvelle ére. L’im-
portant est de savoir ce qui s’est rans-
formé ces six derniéres années. Ce qui
est sur, c’est que le régime a changé
du tout au tourt depuis le 9 avril 2003.
En premier lieu, il y a le multipartisme,
avec plus de cinquante partis, de 'ex-
tréme gauche aux islamistes, en pas-
sant par les libéraux et les nationalistes,
sans parler de ceux dont I"orientation
politique reste vague. Ensuite, il v a un
Parlement, ou se forment des alliances
et des coalitions. Cest lui qui elit son
président, le Premier ministre et le pré-
sident de Ia République. La présidence
de la République a perdu de son lustre
puisqu’on lui a retiré le commande-
ment des forces armées afin d’éviter
les dérives autocratiques. Le Premier
ministre ne peut pas non plus décider
seul des affaires du pays puisqu’il est
contrdlé par le Parlement. Celui-ci
peut le renverser et le remplacer par
un autre. Finalement, on a créé une

Cour constitutionnelle, derniére ins-
tance en cas de conflit entre les poles
de pouvoir. Elle est placée au-cCessus
de la présidence, ce qui est sans pré-
cédent dans la vie politique arabe.
Quant a la liberté de la presse, clle
dépasse toutes les attentes. Aucun
peuple n*aurait espéré disposer d’une
telle panoplie aprés trente années au
cours desquelles il n’y avait que trois
quotidiens et deux chaines de telévi-
sion, contrélés par le parti unique et
ne parlant que du président. Aujour-
d’hui, il v a des dizaines de chaines

satellitaires qui représentent les grands
partis politiques, des dizaines d’autres
qui sont indépendantes et d’autres
encore qui appartiennent aux pro-
vinces, sans parler de celles qui dif-
fusent depuis I’étranger. Quant a la
presse écrite, les journaux ct magazines

se comptaient par centaines avant de
revenir a quelques dizaines aujourd’hui
en raison de la structuration du mar-
ché des medias. A cela s’ajoutent les
meédias étrangers qui pénéetrent le mar-
ché. Ce pluralisme politique et média-
tique a imposé de nouveaux rapports

entre les citoyens et ’appareil de ’Erat.
1l n’est plus possible que les forces de
Pordre interrogent un citoyen sur son
appartenance confessionnelle ou ses
orientations idéologiques.

PLUS D'UN MILLION DE
PERSONNES ONT ETE TUEES

Six années aprés I’éruption du volcan

" irakien, la rue et les politiques conti-

nuent de se déchirer sur la maniere de
voir les choses. Un nombre non négli-
geable de personnes estiment que la
chute du régime a été une libération et
que les Ameéricains les ont débarrassés
d’un régime barbare. Autrement dit,
elles adhérent a 'implantation de la
démocratie. Cette vision est largement
répandue dans le Kurdistan, la région
qui a le plus bénéficie de leur inter-
vention puisqu’elle est devenue un
quasi-Etat, avec son gouvernement et
son Parlement, et qu’elle a connu un
essor économique. Parmi les chiites,
en revanche, beaucoup rejettent cette
vision optimiste des choses, 4 I’instar
du courant de Mogtada Al-Sadr [reli-
gieux radical], qui s’oppose au projet
ameéricain. Quant aux sunnites, ils
considerent dans leur ensemble qu’il
s’agit d’une occupation pure et simple,
de la destruction d'un pays et d’un pro-
jet de dépegage en mini-Etats pour des

raisons qui tiennent a la sécurité
d’Israél, a la menace iranienne, a I’ap-
provisionnement en pétrole, etc. Ainsi,
le terme “occupation” reste la pierre
d’achoppement de la classe politique
irakienne. Beaucoup de députés et
autres hommes politiques sont embar-
rassés par ce terme qui continue de
provoquer des débats enflammeés.

Il n’empéche que la sécurité s’est
améliorée petit a petit, que la vie a
retrouvé un rythme plus calme, que les
revenus augmentent et que les libertes
individuelles et politiques existent.
Ainsi, a peu prés tout le monde estime
aujourd’hui que le renversement de
Saddam Hussein était une nécessité.
Toutefois, on peut se poser la question
plus générale de savoir si les Améri-
cains ont réussi ou non. Selon leurs
propres critéres, on peut dire que ou,
puisqu’ils ont renversé Saddam Hus-
sein, éradiqué le parti Baas, établi leur
présence militaire et diplomatique,
combattu Al-Qaida, établi un régime
démocratique et signé un traité de
coopération militaire. Mais du point
de vue irakien, on voit que les infra-
structures ont été détruites, que I'Etat
a ete démantelé, que plus d’un million
de personnes ont été tuées, que les
séquelles psychologiques sont pro-
fondes et que le tissu social a failli se

déchirer définitivement. La question’

qui se pose donc est de savoir s’il fal-
lait payer un tel prix pour renverser
Saddam Hussein ou §’il aurait pu y
avoir d’autres fagons de s’y prendre.
Chaker Al-Anbari

DU 16 AU 22 AVRIL 00 -

A Six ans

deprls Pinvasion
de I'lrak.

Dessin de Haddad
paru dans
Al-Hayat,

1 Londyes.
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NATIONS UNIES

Le forum, qui devait
s’accorder sur des dispositifs
contre la discrimination,

a sonibré dansla zizanie
apres les provocations

d%l président iranien.

L’ESPOIR, affiché par'ONU, d'effa-
cer les séquelles de sa premiere
conférence surleracisme, a Durban
en 2001, aura 6té de courte durée. A
peine le président iranien avait-il

commencé son discours, hier a -

Geneve, que les représentants de
I'Union européenne ont quitté la
salle : Mahmoud Ahmadinejad ve-
nait de parler d'un « gouvernement
raciste » au Proche-Orient.

Sans nommer Israél, qu'il avait
souhaité, par le passé, « rayer de la
carte », le président iranien a criti-

qué la création de I'Etat hébreu..

«Apres la fin de la Seconde Guerre
mondiale, ils (Jes Alliés, NDLR) ont
eu recours 4 l'agression militaire
pour priver de fterres une nation
entieresous le prétexte de la souffran-

K

ce juive, a-t-il déclaré. Ils ont envoyé
des migrants d'Europe, des Fiats-
Unis et du monde de U'Holocauste
pour érablir un gouvernement tota-
lement racisteen Palestine occupée, »
Les représentants des 23 Etats de
PUE présents & la conférence de
«Durban II» se sont alors levés com-
me un seul homme et sont partis,
sous les huées des nombreux parti-

sans du chef d Etat iranien, déployés
dans les tribunes. « Des efforts doi-
vent élre faits pour metire un terme
auxabus des sionistes et de leurs sup-
porteurs », a poursuiviAhmadinejad
devant ses « chers anis ». |

Un discours quia sapé en quel-

" ques minutes tous les efforts du

secrétaire général de 'ONU, Ban
Ki-moon, qui avait pourtant mis en
garde Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
contre «.l'amalgante entre sionisme

" etracisme » au cours d’une refcon-

treenteéte-a-téte. « Jedéplore lutili
sation de cette plate-forme par le
président iranien pour mettre en
accusation, diviser et méme provo-

Les représentants de 23 Etats de YUE présents hier a

o debut du discours du président ivanien. Laurent Gilleron/EPA

quer », a déclaré un Ban Ki-moon
complétement désemparé.

«Hypocrite
et contre-productif»

Depuis Paris, Nicolas Sarkozy a
dénoncé cet « appel intolérabledla
haine raciste ». La France était
représentée A la conférence par
son ambassadeur auprés des,
Nations unies & Genéve, Jean-Bap-
tiste Mattei, qui a été I'un des pre-
miers & quitter la salle. « Il est dom-
mage gue M. Ahmadinejad tenie de
prendre cette conférexce en otage »
a-t-il déclaré a sa sortie.

L'Australie, D'Allemagne, la
Pologne, I'ltalie et les Pays-Bas
avaient rejoint les Ftats-Unis et
Israél dans leur refus de participer &
un somunet qualifié, avant le début -

de ses travaux, « d'lypocriie et de
contre-productif» par Barack Oba-
ma. Américains et Israéliens avaient
fait valoir que la conférence de
Genéve risquait de se transformer
en un prétoire visant a fairele procés
de I'Ftat hébreu comme cela avait
étéle casen 2001 en Afrique du Sud.
Alépoque, Américains et Israéliens
avaient quitté la conférence aprés
que le sionisme eut été assimilé au
racisme par des Ftats arabes.

Le chef de la diplomatie norvé-
gienne, Jonas Gahr Stoere, a été
I'un des seuls Européens a écouter
le discours de I'Iranien. auquel il
devait succéder a la tribune: il a
estimé qu’il était indispensable de
lui répliquer. « Rester & lécart et
laisser la tribune de FONU au seul
président iranien, ¢'a un effet trés
limité I s est-il exelamé..Si on com-
mience d se retirer parce gL 'on trou-
ve que cest inconfortable de ren-
contrer nos opposants idéologiques,
le mondey perd. »

Sterusne Kovacs
(avec AFP, Reuters)
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DIYARBAKIR (Turquie), 14 avril 2009 (AFP)

Cinquante et une personnes, dont des responsables d'une formation pro-kurde,

ont été arrétées mardi lors d'une vaste opération policiére a travers la Turquie
visant les rebelles séparatistes kurdes, ont affirmé des sources administratives
et judiciaires.

La palice est intervenue simultanément dans 12 provinces, interpeflant 38 sus-
pects dans la province de Diyarbakir (sud-est) et 13 autres dans d'autres provin-
ces, ont déclaré dans un communiqué les services du gouverneur de Diyarbakir.

Le communiqué souligne que l'opération était dirigée exclusivement contre les
rebelles kurdes du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK) et précise qu'un
grande quantité de documents appartenant au PKK, des ordinateurs, des dis-
ques durs et des CD ont été saisis au cours des arrestations.

|'opération, planifiée depuis un an, vise & démanteler les ramifications du PKK
au sein d'organisations non-gouvernementales (ONG) kurdes et du Parti pour
une société démocratique (DTP), principale formation pro-kurde de Turquie, a
indiqué une source judiciaire sous couvert d'anonymat.

Trois vice-présidents du DTP, deux avocats du chef rebelle emprisonné a vie
Abdullah Ocalan et des hommes politiques connus pour leurs sympathies a
I'égard du PKK, ont été interpeliés dans le cadre de cette rafle effectuée dans les
provinces kurdes du sud-est de la Turquie et dans des métropoles de l'ouest.

Les autorités ont mis hors d'état de nuire un groupe baptisé "unité de coordina-
tion”, chargé de coordonner les attaques du PKK en Turquie, arrétant ses huit
dirigeants.

TURQUIE: VAGUE D'ARRESTATIONS DANS LES MILIEUX KURDES PROCHES DU PKK

La police a en outre perquisitionné les locaux d'une chaine de télévision kurde
basée a Diyarbakir, principale ville a dominante kurde, arrétant son rédacteur en
chef.

Des policiers ont également perquisitionné un cabinet d'avocats a Istanbul qui
s'était chargé de défendre Ocalan lors de son procés en 1999.

Le président du DTP Ahmet Tirk a condamné I'opération et appelé les autorités
a "libérer immediatement” les personnes interpellées.

"Cette opération est une demonstration claire de 'incapacité du gouvernement &
encaisser le résultat des élections” du 29 mars, a estimé M. Tlrk, cité par
I'agence de presse Anatolie.

Le Parti de [a justice et du développement (AKP, issu de la mouvance islamiste}
au pouvoir a remporté les élections municipales avec pres de 39% des voix,
mais a perdu deux villes -Van et Siirt- au profit du DTP dans le sud-est anatolien,
peuplé en majorité de Kurdes.

Le DTP est menacé d'interdiction par la justice pour collusion avec le PKK.
Certains de ses responsables ont affiché ouvertement leur sympathie pour les
rebelles et feur chef emprisonné Abdullah Ocalan.

Le PKK, une organisation classée comme terroriste par la Turquie, 'Union euro-
péenne et les Etats-Unis, a lancé en 1984 une campagne armée pour obtenir
I'autonomie du sud-est turc. Le conflit a fait 45.000 morts, dont 40.000 rebelles,
selon des chiffres donnés mardi par le chef de l'armée, le général lker Basbug.

MOSSOUL (Irak), 14 avril 2009 (AFP) -

- Pour protester contre la monopolisation du pouvoir par les arabes sunnites
dans la province irakienne de Ninive, les élus d'un district & majorité yazidie ont
demandé leur rattachement au Kurdistan voisin.

"C'est sous la pression des habitants de Sinjar qui ont manifesté dans la rue que
nous avons décidé de boycotter le nouveau conseil de la province de Ninive et
de transformer le district en gouvernorat indépendant qui sera une partie de la
région autonome du Kurdistan", a affirmé mardi a I'AFP Kassem Dakhil, respon-
sable du district.

La région montagneuse de Sinjar, qui compte 240.000 habitants, est située a
400 km au nord-ouest de Bagdad, pres de la frontiere avec fa Syrie. Les yazidis
y représentent 70% de la population.

La communauté yazidie, estimee a prés de 300,000 personnes, est une minorité
kurdophone installée dans le nord irakien. Cetie religion ésotérique considére le
diable comme le chef des anges et le représente par le paon.

La composition du conseil provincial a éte bouleversée lors des élections du 31

IRAK: LES YAZIDIS DE SINJAR DEMANDENT A ETRE RATTACHES AU KURDISTAN

janvier.

Lors du scrutin de 2005 et en raison du boycottage des arabes sunnites, la liste
a majorité kurde avait remporté 31 sieges sur 41. Mais en janvier, c'est la liste a
majorité sunnite qui s'est imposée avec 19 sieéges sur 37, la "Fraternité kurde”
n‘ayant gagné que 12.

"lls se sont emparés des postes les plus importants et ont écarté les autres lis-
tes. Ce qui se passe est une injustice, une marginalisation et le retour de la poli-
tique du parti unique”, a fustigé M. Dakhil.

De son cdté, le nouveau gouverneur de Ninive, Athil al-Noujeifi, ne s'émeut pas
outre mesure de cette fronde. "C'est une réaction normale aprés Ia victoire de
notre liste. Cette décision des chefaillons kurdes n'est pas acceptée par les diri-
geants kurdes car selon la Constitution Sinjar fait partie de la province de
Ninive”,

Persécutés pendant des siécles, les yazidis sont autorisés a pratiquer leur culte
par la Constitution irakienne. Outre I'lrak, les fidéles sont dispersés en
Allemagne, en Grande-Bretagne, en Turquie, en Russie et en Syrie.

BAGDAD, 15 avril 2009 (AFP)

LE RAPPORT définitif sur 'organisation d'élections provinciales dans la région
de Kirkouk, ol s'opposent Kurdes, arabes et Turcomans, va étre reporté a la fin
mai, a déclaré mercredi un député.

"La commission parlementaire chargée dorganiser les élections a Kirkouk
demandera jeudi aux députés de lui accorder deux mois supplémentaires (a par-
tir du 1er avril) pour présenter ses conclusions définitives sur l'organisation des
élections dans la province de Kirkouk”, a dit & 'AFP un de ses membres, le
député kurde Khaled Chouani.

"Nous allons leur présenter les premiers éléments de notre étude, notre rapport
d'activités, et ce que nous avons entrepris pour permetire un partage du pouvoir

IRAK: REPORT A FIN MAI DU RAPPORT PARLEMENTAIRE SUR LES ELECTIONS A KIRKOUK

et l'établissement d'une liste électorale”, a ajouté ce parlementaire qui appartient
a I'Union patriotique du Kurdistan (UPK) du président Jalal Talabani.

Kirkouk, & 255 km au nord de Bagdad, est un concentré des defis et problemes
irakiens. Riche en pétrole, la province de quelgue 900.000 habitants compte plu-
sieurs communautés qui se disputent le pouvoir: des Kurdes, qui souhaitent son
rattachement au Kurdistan irakien, des Turcomans, qui se considérent comme
ses habitants historiques, des Assyro-chaldéens (chrétiens) ou des arabes, sou-
vent arrivés a loccasion de [a politique d'arabisation forcée de Saddam Hussein.

En raison des tensions, les élections provinciales n'avaient pu s'y tenir le 31 jan-
vier comme dans le reste de I'lrak (hors les trois provinces du Kurdistan). Le par-
lement avait décidé de créer un commission pour trouver une solution avec l'aide
de I'ONU.
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Deux soldats turcs et sept rebelles kurdes tués
dans des combats

11 avril 2009 / The Associated Press les kurdes et l'armée turque reprennent. A cette saison en
effet, la fonte des neiges libére les cols de montagne, permet-
tant aux rebelles kurdes basés dans le nord de 1'Irak de s'infil-
ANKARA, Turquie - Sept rebelles kurdes et deux soldats (e en Turquie.

turcs sont morts dans des combats qui les ont opposés ven-
dredi prés de Sirnak, dans le sud-est de la Turquie, a annoncé
I'armée samedi, en faisant également état d'un blessé dans ses
rangs.

ﬁgﬁ? Associated Press

Les rebelles kurdes combattent 'armée turque depuis 1984.
Ils réclament un territoire autonome dans le sud-est de la
Turquie. Ce conflit a fait plusieurs dizaines de milliers de

. o morts.
Chaque année au printemps, les affrontements entre les rebel-

IRAK: AU MOINS 10 POLICIERS TUES ET 22 BLESSES DANS UN ATTENTAT A KIRKOUK

KIRKOUK (Irak), 16 avril 2009 (AFP) -

Au moins dix policiers ont été tués et 22 autre blessés mercredi dans un atten-
tat a la vaiture piégée perpétré a Kirkouk, une province riche en pétrole du nord
de I'rak disputée entre Kurdes, Turcomans et arabes.

Par ailleurs, des unités de I'armée irakienne, avec un soutien aérien américain,
ont lancé mercredi soir une vaste opération au sud de la ville pétroliere de
Kirkouk, tuant deux chefs rebelles et en blessant deux autres.

"Il est désormais plus que probable que la voiture était garée juste avant I'arri-
vée du bus transportant des policiers et le terroriste qui la conduisait a réussi &
s'enfuir juste avant I'explosion qui s'est produite au passage du bus”, a affirmé a
I'AFP le général Torhane Youssef, numéro 2 de la police de la province, assurant
que "cet attentat portait toutes les marques d'Al-Qaida".

U'attentat s'est produit peu aprés 17H00 locales (14H00 GMT) dans cette ville

située & 255 km au nord de Bagdad. blesses”.

"Dans une premier temps, nous avons été informés que l'explosion était l'oeuvre  "Dix d'entre eux sont dans un état sérieux, blessés a la téte, a l'estomac ou aux
d'un kamikaze conduisant une voiture piégée’, a-t-il ajouté. jambes", a-tl indiqué, précisant que cing se trouvaient en salle d'opération.

"l s'agissait d'une voiture de marque Opel bourrée d'explosifs d'une puissance  "Nous étions une quarantaine de policiers a l'intérieur d'un bus Mercedes. Nous
équivalente a 250-300 kilos de TNT", a précisé le général Torhane, avons ressenti un grand choc puis j'ai eu limpression qu'on montait au ciel’, a

Selon ce haut responsable, la bombe contenait également des objets metalli- ~ 0€ciare un des blessés, Sarmad Hamid, 21 ans.

ques (boulons, vis, etc) pour la rendre encore plus dévastatrice. "J'ai réussi a sortir du bus en feu. Mes amis étaient en morceaux et d'autres

Le lieutenant-colonel Ghazi Mohammed Rachid de la police de Kirkouk, a criaient”, raconte cet Irakien blesse & lestomac et a une jambe.

annoncé que toutes les victimes étaient des policiers protégeant les installations ~ Par ailleurs, le général Abdelamir al-Zaidi, commandant la 12éme brigade, une
de la North Qil Company, I'entreprise pétroliére publique pour le nord de Ilrak, et unité d'élite de 'armée irakienne, a affirmé que ses troupes avaient tué deux

rentrant chez eux. hauts responsables d'Ansar al-Sunna et blessé deux autres a 55 km au sud de

L'explosion était d'une puissance telle que le bus a été réduit & une carcasse de la ville.

métal avec des siéges pleins de sang, les armes des policiers gisant au sol, "Durant la premiére opération, 'aviation américaine a tué un terroriste et blessé

AThopital de Kirkouk, le docteur Nihad Khoudr a "compté dix morts et plus de 20 ;m‘ 2};t[e| ?EL’S que nous (au sol) avons tué un terroriste et blesse un second”, a-
-il dit a 'AFP.

REUTERS B Attentat contre une base
militaire en Irak, 16 morts
BAGDAD -16 avril 2009 Reuters,

Un attentat suicide a fait au moins 16 morts et 50 blessés sur une base militaire irakienne dans la
province occidentale d'Anbar.

Le kamikaze, qui portait un uniforme de 'armée irakienne, a déclenché sa ceinture d'explosifs au
milieu des militaires qui se trouvaient sur le champ de manoeuvres, a rapporte un témoin. La police
et I'armée ont déclare, elles, que I'attaque avait été menée dans la cafétéria de la base. Toutes les
victimes sont des soldats.

L'frak connait depuis quelques semaines une recrudescence des attentats a la bombe. Une attaque
4 la voiture piégée contre un car de pofice a fait 10 morts et 23 blessés mercredi a Kirkouk, dans le
nord du pays.

La province d'Anbar a longtemps été controlée par les activistes d'Al Qaida et des militants islamis-
tes sunnites.

Elle est devenue une des régions les plus tranquilles du pays aprés le retournement en 2006 des
dignitaires tribaux sunnites contre les insurgés.

s REUTERS
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DIYARBAKIR (Turquie), 18 avr 2009 (A¥P) -

Cinquante-et-une personnes arrétées mardi lors d'une opératation de police
dans les mifieux kurdes, ont été inculpées tot samedi pour "appartenance a une
organisation terroriste” par une Cour de Diyarbakir (sud-est) et incarcérées, a-
t-on indiqué de source judiciaire.

La Cour a décidé de relacher deux suspects, a-t-on souligné de méme source
sous couvert d'anonymat.

Parmi les personnes inculpées figurent trois vice-présidents du principal parti
kurde de Turquie, le Parti pour une société democratique {(DTP), accusé d'étre
lie aux rebelles du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK, interdit).

La police était intervenue simultanément dans 12 provinces, interpellant 53 per-
sonnes.

Selon les autorités, l'opération visait 2 démanteler les ramifications du PKK au

RAFLE DANS LES MILIEUX KURDES EN TURQUIE: 51 PERSONNES
INCULPEES ET ECROUEES

Les autorités auraient mis hors d'état de nuire un groupe, chargé de coordon-
ner les attaques du PKK en Turquie, arrétant ses huit dirigeants.

Vendredi, lors dune deuxieme vague d'arrestations, ia police a arrété une
soixantaine de personnes notamment & Istanbul (nord-ouest), Ankara et lzmir
{ouest), lors d'une opération visant encore le PKK.

Parmi ces personnes appréhendges figure Halil Aksoy, responsable a Istanbul
du DTP,

Le PKK, répertorié comme une organisation terroriste par Ankara et ia plupart
de la communauté internationale, a pris les armes en 1984 contre le régime
turc, un conflit qui a fait environ 45.000 morts depuis.

Siles rebelles du PKK opérent principalement dans le sud-est du pays, & majo-
rité kurde, ils ont perpétré plusieurs attaques a la bombe dans I'ouest.

Le DTP, qui détient 21 des 550 siéges au parlement turc, pourrait étre interdit
par la Cour Constitutionnelle, qui examine actuellement ses liens éventuels

sein d'organisations non-gouvernementales (ONG) kurdes et du DTP.

avec le PKK.

18 avil 2009

1.be

TURQUIEKE

Campagne de répression contre les Kurdes

Quelque 245 personnes soupconnées de soutenir le PKK placées en garde a vue. L’action
d’Ankara surprend alors que des ouvertures semblaient possibles.

FaTMa KizinsoGa Correspondante a Istanbul

ne histoire qui devient un classique. A

deux reprises cette semaine, les milieux
prokurdes ont été la cible d’arrestations
policiéres. Mardi, des opérations 1nenées
par la brigade antiterroriste dans 12 provin-
ces du sud-est de la Turquie, & majorité
kurde, se sont soldées par I’arrestation de 51
personnes. Situé dans la ligne de mire, le
Parti pour une Solution Démocratique
(DTP) : plusieurs de ses vice-présidents et
responsables ont été arrétés, mais aussi le
rédacteur en chef d’une chaine de télévision
locale, Giin TV, ainsi que trois avocats
d’ Abdullah Ocalan, le leader du PKK, le
Parti des Travailleurs du Kurdistan empri-
sonné sur 1’fle d’linrali.

Vendredi, les interpellations se sont
étendues a I"ensemble du pays : 104 person-
nes ont été placées en garde a vue & la suite
de perquisitions dans les locaux du DTP
d’Istanbul, Izmir, Ankara et Batman, un
parti politique accusé d’étre la vitrine offi-
cielle du PKK, et une organisation armée
considérée comme un groupe terroriste par
la Turquie, les Etats-Unis et 'Union euro-
péenne. Selon les autorités, les locaux du
parti auraient servi de lieux de préparations
d’actions du groupe armé kurde.

Soutien & Ocalan

Une accusation que rejettent les diri-
geants du DTP. Ahmet Tiirk, le Président du
Parti dénonce "des manceuvres qui visent a
supprimer les Kurdes du champ politique
démocratique”. Et si le DTP nie tout contact
avec le PKK, cette formation politique
créée en 2005 lutte activement pour fa libé-
ration d’Ocalan, condamné 2 la réclusion a
perpétuité.

Le dernier exemple en date a cofité une

enquéte judiciaire a Ahmet Tirk qui, lors
d’un discours prononcé le 21 mars a I’occa-
sion du Nouvel an kurde, le Newroz, a
déclaré : "Mandela a été emprisonné pen-
dant des années. Lorsqu’il a retrouvé la
liberté, les Noirs et les Blancs ont résolu
leurs problémes en se réunissant. Ocalan est
tout aussi important pour le peuple kurde. Si
vous souhaitez résoudre le probléme, il faut
libérer Ocalané.”

Les résultats des élections municipales
du 29 mars annoncaient pourtant un climat
propice au dialogue. Le DTP, qui est devenu
la quatriéme formation du pays, a doubié
son score, atteignant les 6 pc. Un regain de
légitimité et de confiance pour ce parti sous
le coup d’une informnation judiciaire visant
son interdiction, en raison de ses liens sup-
posés avec le PKK. Cengiz Candar, édito-
rialiste du quotidien Radikal, regrette que le
gouvernement AKP ne fasse aucun effort
pour une résolution pacifiste de la question
kurde : "Cela fait déja 25 ans que nous fai-
sons la méme chose, le résultat est la. En
rencontrant en téte -a- téte Ahmet Tiirk au
Parlement turc, Barack Obama a donné un
signe fort quand a la résolution de ces pro-

e

blémes. Mais au lieu de se servir de cette
occasion en or, Tayyip Erdogan a choisi de
tout gacher.”

Une solution politique

Mais Je signal fort de la semnaine est
venu du chef de I’Etat-major 1lker Basbug,
qui lors de son discours annuel a
I’ Académie militaire, a déclaré que des
réformes judiciaires devaient étre faites par
le gouvernement, afin de permettre aux
rebelles du PKK qui souhaitaient abandon-
ner la lutte armée un retour sans peine de
prison. Une grande premiére. La proposi-
tion a aussitot été rejetée par le gouverne-
ment, qui refuse toute négociation avec le
groupe armé kurde.

Un regain de tension qui fait craindre un
abandon du cessez-le-fen déclaré unilatéra-
lement jusqu’au ler juin par le PKK qui
déclarait mardi, dans un communiqué de
presse publié par I’agence kurde Firat, que
"si les décideurs politiques montraient une
volonté de dialogue, alors une solution a la
question kurde deviendrait possible rapide-
ment".
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MASIF SALAHUDDIN, Iraq, April 17 2009 (Reuters) -

Tiie NewssDBsERvER

April 14, 2009

Kurdish-Arab tensions continue to grow in

MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS

AGHDAD — In another sign of the

growing tension between Iraqi
Kurds and Arabs, a Kurdish political
coalition in one northern province is boy-
cotting provincial council meetings until
the main Arab party there cedes council
leadership positions.

Traqis in all but four of the country's
18 provinces went to the polls in
January to elect new provincial councils,
which are similar to American state
legislatures. The new councils held their
first meetings this week.

In the northern province of Nineveh,
however, where Sunni Muslim Kurds
and Sunni Arabs are competing for
power and territory, the Kurdish coali-
tion, the Nineveh Fraternal List, walked
out of the council's inaugural meeting.

Kurds had been in the majority on
the council until the January elections,
but then the main Arab party, al
Hadbaa, won slightly more than half the
seats, and the Kurds fewer than a third.
The Kurds vowed not to return until the
Arabs hand over two of the council's top
three leadership positions.

"We have the second-most seats and
deserve to occupy some of the executive
offices," said Darman Khatari, a
Fraternal List spokesman.

Members of al Hadbaa, a secular and
mostly Sunni Arab nationalist party, call
the Kurds' demands unreasonable, espe-
cially given the council's makeup.

Local officials in at least one predo-
minautly Kurdish city, Sinjar in north-
western Iraq, have announced that
they're cutting contact with the provin-
cial council until the Fraternal List's
demands are met.

"The people of Sinjar demonstrated
yesterday in protest against the exclu-
sion of Kurds from the administration of
(Nineveh)," Dekheel Qasiin Hassoun,
mayor of the mostly Kurdish city, said
Monday. " . . . we have decided not to

northern Iraq

acknowledge or deal with the new gover-
nor."

Hashim al Tael, a Sunni Arab natio-
nal lawmaker fromn Nineveh, said the
disagreenents are troubling, especially
because they emerged so early.

"This is just the beginning," he said.
"We may witness much more."

Tensions between Kurds and Arabs
aren't new in Nineveh. But they're rising
fast, and U.S. officials are worried that
they could quickly explode into large-
scale violence.

In many ways, the Kurd-Arab pro-
blem may be the biggest threat to Iraq's
long-term stability. Leaders on both
sides have suggested that they'd resort
to arms to protect their interests in dis-
puted areas.

Attention has focused on the Arab-
Kurdish dispute over Kirkuk, an oil-rich
city just south of Kurdistan where Kurds
are fighting to reassert control after
Saddam Hussein forced them out and
Sunni Arabs took over.

However, Nineveh and its capital
city of Mosul have remained far more
violent than much of Iraq has. U.S. mili-
tary commauders have said they'll keep
troops there past a scheduled June 30
withdrawal date if Iraq's government
agrees.

The province's northern and western
borders touch Kurdistan, Irag's semi-
independent northern region, where
Kurdish leaders have been struggling to
gain greater autonomy from Iraq's
Shiite-led central government.

Though Sunni Arabs make up the
majority of Nineveh's population, Kurds
are a large minority. Both Arabs and
Kurds in Nineveh have been competing
for the loyalty of the area’s other niinori-
ties, which include Christians, Shabaks
and Yazidis.

Despite the Arab majority, Kurds
held ost of the seats on Nineveh's pro-
vincial council before January's elec-
tions — largely because many Sunni
Arabs boycotted the last provincial elec-
tions in 2005.

While in control, Kurdish leaders
moved to expand their reach in Nineveh

REUTERS ‘B

over the past three years.

Today, Kurdish security forces,
known as the Peshmerga, patrol many
areas of the province. In hundreds of
schools, children learn Kurdish curri-
cula from teachers funded by the
Kurdish Regional Government, despite
the fact that the province is constitutio-
nally under the control of Iraq's central
government.

In January's elections, al Hadbaa
candidates ran on a pledge to push out
Peshmerga forces and reverse the
Kurdish expansion into Nineveh.

Voters apparently liked what they
heard, though Kurds fared better than
many had expected given their numbers
in the province.

Al Hadbaa won 19 of 37 seats. The
Fraternal List took 12. The mostly Sunni
Iragi Islamic Party won three. Under
required quotas, Christian, Shabak and
Yazidi candidates were given one seat
each.

During the new council's first mee-
ting on Sunday, members voted to select
five top leaders: a provincial governor,
his two deputies, a council speaker and
his deputy.

All but one of the positions went to al
Hadbaa. An independent Turkoman,
Hasen Mahmoud Ali, was selected as the
governor's second deputy, but Fraternal
List members want the selections can-
celled and two of the top three positions
given to Kurds.

In an interview broadcast on an Iraqi
radio station Monday, Atheel al Najafi,
the head of al Hadbaa and Nineveh's
new governor, said the Fraternal List's
requests are unreasonable.

He said he believes that coalition
leaders will quickly realize that they lack
the numbers to make such deinands and
give them up.

(Reilly reports for the Merced Sun-
Star. Abbas is a McClatchy special cor-
respondent. McClatchy special corres-
pondent Sahar Issa contributed to this
story.)

Iraq Kurds discovered 3-4 bln barrels oil-minister

minority Kurds have been largely independent since the end of the 1991

IRAQ'S largely autonomous Kurdish north has discovered 3 billion to 4 bil-
lion barrels of oil, and hopes for far more, a minister said.

Gulf War, were an estimated 40-45 billion barrels.

Add to that disputed areas Kurds want to absorb into their enclave, and

Ashti Hawrami, Iragi Kurdistan's natural resources minister, said in an inter-
view that total reserves in the area now recognised as Kurdistan, where

Hawrami said Kurdish reserves could reach 65 billion barrels.
Iraq's overall reserves are at least 115 billion barrels.
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BEE
14 April 2009

'Security forces in the Iraq’'s northern Kurdish provinces
are operating "beyond the rule of law"”, a report by
Amnesty International has warned.

The rights organisation details alleged abuses in the area, inclu-
ding arbitrary detention and torture.

It singles out the Asayish agency which reports directly to the
Kurdish presidency as "a law unto itself".

A Kurdish minister pointed out that the report also noted impro-
vements and said cases would be better monitored.

The Kurdish autonomous region "has been spared the bloodlet-
ting and violence that continues to wrack the rest of Irag" and
its regional government "has made some important human
rights advances”, said Amnesty International Middle East and
North Africa Programme Director Malcolm Smart.

"Yet real problems - arbitrary detention and torture, attacks on
journalists and freedom of expression, and violence against
women - remain, and urgently need to be addressed by the
governrnent.”

'Electric shocks’

The report, based on research conducted in 2008, said the num-
ber of detainees held without charge or trial had dropped from

Iraq Kurdish force 'beyond law

thousands to hundreds, but some had been held as long as nine
years.

It describes cases where individuals have "disappeared" and
detainees have been beaten and given electric shocks while in
custody.

The security agencies of the ruling Kurdish Democratic Party and
its rival, Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, had carried out abuses and
threatened journalists, writers and academics who had spoken
out against corruption, Amnesty said.

The report says new laws have been introduced to reduce so-
called honour killings, where women are killed by relatives for
having, or being thought to have, illicit relationships.

But it raises concerns about the number of women killed or inju-
red with severe burns, citing reports that some women have
been burned to disguise honour killings.

The Kurdish human rights minister, Shwan Mohammed Aziz told
the BBC Arabic Service the report's findings were "positive" if
compared with the situation three years ago.

But he admitted that "there are cases still such as those contai-
ned in the report”, and he said a committee would be set up to
monitor the situation.

Tensions rise in Iraq's Mosul amid

REUTERS

* Two suicide attacks against Kurdish forces
MOSUL, April 22,2009 (Reuters) -

TENSIONS between Kurds and Sunni Arabs are rising in Iraq's
volatile northern city of Mosul and the surrounding province follo-
wing local elections in January which saw Sunni representation
jump dramatically.

Kurdish-led provincial council members and Kurdish-run towns
have vowed to boycott the now Sunni-dominated provincial coun-
cil, some going as far as to say they want to join the nearby semi-
autonomous Kurdish region.

There is already underlying discord between Baghdad and Arbil,
the autonomous Kurdish capital, over the division of oil wealth and
control of northern towns, especially the oil-rich and ethnically
mixed city of Kirkuk.

On Wednesday in Zummar, one of the Kurdish towns that has joi-
ned the boycott against the provincial council, a suicide car bomber
attacked a checkpoint run by Kurdish Peshmerga forces while a
Peshmerga commander survived a separate car bomb attack, police
said.

"The situation is going to become even more intense if there isn't
political agreement,” said Ahmed Qassim, 35, an Arab shop owner,
reflecting widespread concern among residents.

"There are armed groups like al Qaeda that will try to exploit these
disputes. There will be other explosions soon in an Arab area in res-
ponse to the bombs today in Zummar," he said.

While violence has fallen sharply across most of Iraq, al Qaeda and
other insurgents have made a stand in Mosul, Iraq's third largest
city, and the surrounding Nineveh province, where Arabs, minority
Kurds and Christians and others make for an uneasy mix.

UNREST

Mosul, and similarly mixed Diyala province, are the two areas
where the U.S. forces that invaded Iraq in 2003 to topple Saddam
Hussein still conduct major combat operations.

Analysts and U.S. officials had hoped that provincial elections in
January would ease some of the tensions in Mosul.

Kurdish boycott

Much of the violence there was fuelled by resentment among Sunni
Arabs who felt disenfranchised after they boycotted the last elec-
tions in 2005. Minority Kurds controlled the previous council, des-
pite constituting just a quarter of the population.

The Sunni Arab Al-Hadba list won 48.4 percent of the vote in
January and got 19 seats out of 37 on the council.

Striking a deal with fellow Sunnis of the lraqi Islamic Party, which
won three seats, Al-Hadba ensured all positions of power and
influence in the province, such as that of governor and deputy
governor, went to its supporters.

Kurdish groups won 12 seats and council members from the
Kurdish-led 'Brotherly List' are now boycotting council meetings.

Jabor Mohammed Abdullah of al-Hadba, who heads the council,
said his party bore no enmity toward the Brotherly List and called
the Kurdish-run town's actions illegal.

Kurdish authorities in about 16 towns in Nineveh said they would
not obey the provincial council and instead wanted to join the
nearby semi-autonomous Kurdish region.

"These (towns) announced the boycott of the new local government
because Al-Hadba took over all top positions in the provincial coun-
cil and marginalised the Nineveh Brotherly list,” said Hassan
Yermou, mayor of the disputed town of Shekhan.

"We ask the security forces not to intervene.”

Dakhil Qassim Hassoun, mayor of the town of Sinjar, accused Al-
Hadba of being backed by members of Saddam Hussein's former
army and of his outlawed Baath party, and said they were "trying to
ignite strife and division."

In Zummar on Wednesday, an attacker tried to ram a car packed
with explosives into a Kurdish checkpoint. Police sources said one
of the Kurdish soldiers opened fire at the car and it detonated before
reaching its target.

In a separate incident, also in Zummar, a Kurdish Peshmerga com-
mander escaped death when a car bomb exploded near his convoy.
No one was hurt in the attack, police said.
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BAGHDAD

The signs of security:
Liquor stores, cockfights,
nightclubs and prostitutes

BY ROD NORDLAND

Vice is making a comeback in this city
once famous for 1,001 varieties of it.

Gone, for the most part, are nighttime
curfews, religious extremists and
prowling kidnappers. So, inevitably,
some people are turning to illicit pleas-
ures, or at least slightly dubious ones.

Nightclubs have reopened, and, in
many of them, prostitutes troll for cli-
ents. Liquor stores, once shut down by
fundamentalist militiamen, have prolif-
erated — on one block of busy Saddoun
Street, there are more than 10.

Abu Nawas Park, previously deserted
for fear of suicide bombers seeking vul-
nerable crowds, has become a place for
assignations between young people so
inclined. It is not that there are hiding

places in the park, where trees are

prettv sparse; the couples just pretend
they cannot be seen, and passers-by go
along with the pretense. '

Though a long way from Sodom and -

Gomorrah, it is, perhaps, part way back
to the old Baghdad. The Baathists wiho
ruled here from the 1960s until the U.5.-
led invasion in 2003 were secular and
more than a little sinful. Baghdad under
Saddam Hussein was a pretty lively
place, with street cafes open until 2 a.m.
or 3 am. and prostitutes plying their
trade even in the bowling alley of the Al
Rashid Hotel.

“Everything is going back to its natur-
al way,” said Alimed Assadee, a screen-
writer who works on a soap opera.

Men gather in cafes to smoke a hookah
and gamble on dice and domino games.
On weekends, the Mustansiriya Coffee
Shop’s back room is crammed with low
bleachers set up around a clandestine
cockfighting ring. On one recent day, the
100 or so spectators were raucous while
watching the bloody spectacle, but they
placed their bets discreetly.

Gambling, after all, is illegal.

Walid Brahim, 25, a bomb disposal ex-
pert with the Iragi Army, and his brother

Farat, 20, an electrician, recently sat side
by side at a table in the Nights of Abu
Musa bar, working their way through a
bucket of ice and a bottle of Mr. Chavez
Whiskey, an Iragi-made hooch.

“This is great,” Walid Brahim said.
“We used to buy alcohol and just drink
secretly in our house.”

The bar is men-only, as pretty much all
respectable taverns are, but the brothers
look forward to an even brighter future.

“If this security continues,” Farat
Brahim said, “within a year all the
waiters will be girls.”

Heralboges

INTERNATIONA]L.

Tribune

APRIL 20,2009

KT FOR THE NEW YORK TIM

CHRISTOPH BA

With vielenice on the deerease, Baghdad has returned to seme its old habits, such as this k-
quor store indicates. It is ope of many that have reopened in the Karada neighberheod.

The local police, weary of vears of
dodging assassins and cleaning up after
car bombings, are blasé about a little
vice.

“Today we are dealing with more nor-
mal things. All the world is facing such
problems,” said Col. Abdel Jaber Qassim
Sadir, assistant police chief in Karada, a
central Baghdad neighborhood.

“Prostitution, this kind of behavior
cannot be stopped,” Colonel Sadir said.
“It’s very hard to find it in public; it goes
on in secret, isolated places.”

Actually, not so secret. There are a
half-dozen night spots in Karada now
where the entry fee is $50. With $150 a
week considered a good wage, custom-

~ers would not pay that much merely for

the privilege of drinking.

At the Ahalan Wasahalan Club on Al
Nidhal Street one recent night, the own-
er, Tiba Jamal, was holding court, as she
usually does, on the dais at the frontof a
room with a mostly empty dance floor
and lots of tables.

Ms. Jamal calls herself the Sheikha, or
a female sheik, an honorific title she has
apparently adopted. She dresses in a
head-to-toe, skin-tight black chador and
adorns herself with several pounds of
solid gold bracelets, pendants, neck-
laces, earrings and rings, her response

“to the financial crisis.

The female workers in the nightclub
wore rather less clothing, but nothing
that would be considered risqué on a
street in Europe — in August. At one
point in the evening, they outnumbered
the men as they sat in a big group until
being summoned to a table. ’

“It’s nice to see people having fun
again,” Ms. Jamal said.
~ One regular customer said, “You can

have any of those girls to spend the
night with you later, only $100.” First,

though, patrons are expected to spénd a

~ few hours buymg $20 beers or even

more costly whiskey.

A young woman who said she was 28
but looked 18 sat smoking and downing
soft drinks while her “date” drank
Scotch. A university student, she would
give her name only as Baida, but she
was frank about her nighttime profes-
sion. Had something happened to force
her into this? “No,” she said. “I go out
with men so I can get money.” To sup-
port her family? She seemed stunned by
the question. “No, for myself.”

One police detective said he would not
dream of enforcing the law against pros-
titutes. “They're the best sources we
have,” said the detective, whose namie is

being withheld for his safety. “They
know everything about JAM. and Al
Qaeda members,” he said, using the ac-
ronym for Jaish al-Mahdi or Mahdi
army, a Shiite militia.

The detective added that the only
problem his men had was that neigh-
bors got the wrong idea when detectives
visited the houses where prostitutes
were known to live. They really do just
want to talk, he said. )

“If 1 had my way, I’d destroy all the
mosques and spread the whores around
a little more,” the detective said. “At
least they’'re not sectarian.”

Others are uncomfortable with the
prostitutes’ presence.

“It is terrible to see prostitution in-
creased like this,” said Hanaa Edwar,
secretary general of the Iragi human

rights group Al-Amal. “These are wom-
en from displaced families, poor people,
people who have to sell themselves to get
money for their families and children.”
She was incensed after she raised the
subject before the Iraqi Parliament.
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“They were shocked and didn’t agree to ¢
open discussion on this issue,” she said.
The shock, she said, was that she dared
to mention the problem.

Al-Amal commissioned a report last
year that surveyed prostitutes working
on the streets in Baghdad. One was a 15-
year-old girl who had been thrown out of
school for dressing inappropriately,
then took to prostitution, the report
said. Another was an 18-year-old forced
to becomne the second wife of an older
man; she ran away and had no other
way to support herself. One girl was 12.

Certainly, vice often has an ugly side.
During a recent undercover operation
in Karada aimed at a human trafficking
ring, a pimp offered a plainclothes of-
ficer an opportunity to buy a young
woman to take to Syria, according to a
detective, who spoke on the condition of
anonymity because he was not author-
ized to discuss the sting. An underground cockfighting den in a suburh of Baghdad. The Iragi capital is returning te its old ways as

Drug abuse, at least, is one problem  curfews, kidnappi - .
that h§S not shown up much, or at least ppings and religious extremists become less of a concern.
has stayed well underground, the police
say. “The only problems we see are
some illegal pills occasionally,” Colonel
Sadir said.

of choice is Valium, the colonel said.
Most people have had enough excite-
ment these past six years just staying

Not surprisingly, the Baghdadis’ drug home.

INTERNATIONAL

Herald sz Tribupe APRIL 20,2009

BAGHDAR

i)osition, reserved by law
for a Sunni Arab, had

been vacant for months

BY TIMOTHY WILLIAMS

The Iragi Parliament chose a new
speaker Sunday after months of politic-
al infighting that had stalled several ma-
jor pieces of legislation.

The election of the new speaker, Ayad
Samarrai, a Sunni Arab lawmaker who
has until now headed the Finance Com-
mittee, is expected to break a legislative

~ gridlock but could also lead to new con-
frontations with the government of
Prime Minister Nuri Kamal al-Maliki.

Mr. Samarrai has been an outspoken
critic of Mr. Maliki, whose party mem-
bers cast blank ballots rather than vote
for him or another challenger. After the
vote, however, Mr, Samarrai pledged to
cooperate with Mr. Maliki’s government.

“Parliament should be complimentary
to the executive system, not hold it up,”
he said. “I will work with everyone, even
the members who didn’t vote for me.”

The position of speaker, which under
frag’s system of government is re-
served for a Sunni Arab, has been va-

cant since the resignation of Mahmoud
al-Mashhadani in late December.

Mr. Mashhadini had become a polar-
izing figure after frequent clashes with
other legislators. After he resigned, he
said that he had been forced to do so as
part of a plot by rival political groups, in-
cluding the Iragi Islamic Party, which is
Mr. Samarrai’s party.

Mr. Samarrai, 63, was among the lead-
ing candidates for speaker for months,
but in February he felltwo votes short of
the required 138 votes out of the 275-
member body, reflecting the sharp polit-
ical and sectarian divisions that still
consume Iraqg. ' ’

On Sunday hereceived 153 votes com-
pared with only 36 for the runner-up,
Mustafa al-Hiti. Eighty-six members
either did not vote or cast blank ballots,
including members of Mr. Maliki’s
Dawa party.

Even as Parliament voted, Mr. Maliki
appeared before hundreds of uniformed
commanders at the Interior Ministry
and warned that factions within Iraq
threatened national unity. As he has in
recent days, he suggested that oppo-
nents — whom he did not name specifi-
cally — were seeking to undermine his
government.

“Today we face a new war of subver-
sion, sedition and suspicion,” he said.

He added: “We have to warn

ourselves, myself and all you, of the
sedition that was defeated in the battle
and is being provoked in a certain prob-
lem here and another problem there.”

A spokesman for Mr. Maliki did not
respond to a call seeking reaction to Mr.
Samarrai’s election as speaker, but a
member of Dawa pledged to cooperate
with him.

“We will respect the choice of the
members of Parliament, and we will
work and cooperate with the new speak-
er,”” said the lawmaker, Kamal al-Saadi.

“Even if members vote for soineone we
didn’t select, it won’t change our
strategy in Parliament.”

The four-month impasse over the
speaker’s position left Parliament un-
able to reach agreements on important
legislation, including proposals to regu-
late Iraq’s oil industry, the source of 90
percent of its revenue, and to offer com-
pensation for widows and orphans.

Mr. Sammarai, an engineer by train-
ing, fled 1raq in the 1980s during Sad-
dam Hussein’s rule, but returned after
the American invasion in 2003.

Violence continued  sporadically
across Irag on Sunday, but the most
brazen killings.came in a series of rob-
beries in the Tobchi neighborhood of
Baghdad — appareittly the work of a
single group of gunmen. The men, using
pistols with sitencers, broke into several
jewelry stores in the neighborhood,
killing seven people and ransacking
their shops.
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DU 23 AU 29 AVRIL 2009

Le 24 avril est la date anniversaire du début du génocide armenien de 1915.
Un historien turc ne craint pas de mettre en cause la responsabilité de son pays

F

Affronter la vé

rite

par Taner Akcam

Le Nouvel Observateur. — L’Etat furc continue de nier
le génocide arménien de 1915. Comment votre livre
a-t-il é1¢ accueldlli en Turquic? )
Taner Akcam. — La presse turque, qui a faif sa une sur le
sujet en novembre 2006, in'a d'abord carrément traité de
menteur. Elle refusait de croire que mon titre, « Un acte hon-
teux », était une citation de Mustafa Keinal Atatiirk, le pére
de la Turque moderne, parlant des actes commis contre les
Arméniens. Puis les éditorialistes ont découvert que je disais
vral et m'ont fait des excuses. Le livre est aujourd’hul en
vente libre et chacun peut apprendre que Mustafa Kemal a
condamné les massacres des 1919, qu'il a traité de « crimi-
nels» Talaat Pacha et Enver Pacha, les Jeunes-Turcs du
Comité Union et Progrés (CUP) au pouvoir pendant la
Grande Guerre. Plus tard, en 1925, 1l a méme fait pendre une
quinzaine de membres du CUP qui projetaient de l'assassi-
ner. Dans les interviews qu'il a données alors & la presse amé-
ricaine, 1l les a accusés d'étre « responsables de 'assassmat
de nos concitoyens arméniens ». Cela dit, Kemal n'est pas
un nulitant des droits de 'homme. Ceest le fondateur d'un
Etat-nation, qui ne se soucie que de la sécurité d'Etat et de
I'intérét national, voire nationaliste. Mustafa Kemal a plus
tard massacré les Kurdes et les Grees pontiques. Sl avait été
au pouvoir en 1915 a la place de Talaat, aurait-il exterminé
les Arméniens ? Personne ne peut le dire. Mais si I'actuel gou-
vernement turc adoptait sa position sur 1915, nous ferions un
énorme pas vers la solution du probléme.

N. O. ~ Vous montrez aussi que Kemal w'élait pas op-
posé a farre juger des responsables génocidaives par les
tribunaux établis aprés la défaite.

T. Akcam. —1ly a été favorable dans un premier temps. Les
deux gouvernements turcs de I'époque, celui de Mustafa
Kemal a Ankara comme celui d'Istanbul qui inenait les né-
gociations de paix a la Conférence de Paris, espéraient qu’en
jugeant les responsables du génocide la Turquie obtiendrait
un traitement favorable de la part des vainqueurs. J'ai décou-
vert, en épluchant les quotidiens de 'époque 1919-1922, que
pas moins de 63 de ces procés se sont tenus & Istanbul. Mais
quand les vainqueurs ont imposé le {raité de Sévres qui pré-
voyait le démantélement de la Turquie (avec la création d'un
Etat kurde, d'une grande Armeénie, d'une grande Gréce, et
de protectorats francais et anglais), Kemal a compris qu'il

R. Kasparian

n'y aurait aucun bénéfice & faire condamner les coupables
de 1915. 11 a alors demandé au gouvernement d'Istanbul
darréter d'exécuter « les enfants de la patrie » et s'est pré-
paré a défendre militairement le territoire sur lequel il vou-
lait fonder 'Etat-nation turc.

N. O. - Les visées coloniales des puissances victorieuses
ont donc contribué au fait que les crimes de 1915 res-
tent largement impunis ?

T. Akcam. — De toutes les puissances victorieuses,
I Angleterre est celle qui a cherché le plus sincérement 4 faire
juger les criminels, conformément a la promesse faite pen-
dant Ja guerre. Quant aux deux autres puissances occu-
pantes, la France et Tltalie, elles n'ont montré d’'emblée
aucun désir de faire justice. Dés 1919, la France négociait un
accord économique avec Istanbul. Elle a refusé de faire juger
par des tribunaux militaires les auteurs du génocide pré-
sents dans les régions sous mandat étranger. Uniquement
soucieuse de smivegarder ses intéréts au Liban et en Syrie,
elle a méme fini par abandonner a la Turquie la Cilicie
qu'elle avait reque en mandat par la Société des Nations,
avec tous les survivants arméniens qui s'y étaient réfu-
giés... Mais la thése centrale de mon livre cest que la cause
essentielle du déni turc tient aux lens qui unissent la répu-
Dblique kémaliste 4 la période ottomane. Un grand nombre de
Jeunes-Turcs qut avaient participé au génocide a époque du
CUP ont été les premiers a rejomdre Mustafa Kemal et a fon-
der avec lui I'Etat-nation turc.

N. O. ~ Ce fait n'est pas connu de la société turque?
T. Akcam. — Pas suffisamment. Une des raisons de ce
« trou de mémoire » est sans doute que les élites dirigeantes
n'ont pas bougé depuis la fondation de la République. Cest
seulement depuis 'arrivée au pouvorr du parti musulman
AKP que des changements positifs sont perceptibles. Une
autre raison, plus fondamentale, est qu'aucune nation n’ad-
met facilement que ses péres fondateurs sont des assassins
et des voleurs.

N. O. — Vous avez exploité de nombreuses archives ot-
tomanes. Sont-elles toutes cohérentes avec la thése d'un
projet génocidaire ?

T. Akcam.— Ce livre est le premier a rassembler toutes les
informations disponibles issues de toutes les sources. Elles
se recoupent. Il faut arréter la querelle des sources. Le gou-
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vernement turc n'admet que les documents ottomans, toute
autre source étant accusée de vouloir «salir» la Turquie.
Inversement, coté arménien, on tient les archives ottomanes
par définition en suspicion et seuls les témoignages des
étrangers, diplomates et missionnaires américains, alle-
mands et autrichiens, pour fiables. J'ai étudié de nombreuses
archives ottomanes : les actes d’accusation et les verdicts
des procés des génocidaires, les procés-verbaux du
Parlement ottoman de 1908 4 1920, les quotidiens des années
1919-1922, ainsi que les mémoires rédigés par des acteurs ou
des témoins. Il n'y a pas de contradiction entre les différents
corpus d’archives, qui convergent tous et démontrent suffi-
samment I'intention génocidaire du gouvernement ottoman.
N. O. — Qu’avezvous appris de nouveau ?

T. Akcam. — Ces documents montrent que le génocide ar- -

ménien n’était pas une politique particuliére visant une po-
pulation précise, mais qu'il fait partie d’'un vaste plan visant
4 homogénéiser I'Anatolie. Aprés la perte des Balkans, le
CUP s'est lancé dans une entreprise d'ingénierie sociale et
démographique en deux volets : contre les chrétiens et
contre les musulmans non turcs. Les chrétiens devaient étre
exterminés ou expulsés. Les Grecs du littoral égéen ont ét¢
les premiéres victimes : en 1913-1914, ils ont été mis de force
dans des bateaux et expulsés vers la Gréce. Ce nettoyage
ethnique S'est arrété pendant la guerre 2 la demande des
Allemands qui espéraient faire basculer la Gréce dans leur
camp. Mais le projet anti-chrétien a continué, cetie fois
contre les Arméniens et les Assyriens, déracinés de tous
leurs territoires pour étre exterminés. L'autre volet concer-
nant les musulmans non turcs (Albanais, Bosniaques,
Kurdes, Arabes, etc.) consistait non  les extermuner, mais a

Soldats turcs
en 1915 a Alep
apreés la
pendaison
d’Arméniens
en place
publique.

t

C

les disperser sur tout le territoire, afin qu'ils puissent étre as-
similés, c'est-a-dire quils perdent leur langue et leur culture.
Il y a eu des décrets ordonnant de disperser les Kurdes de
sorte qu’il n'y en ait pas plus de 5 a 10% de la population
d’une région donnée. Le génocide des Arméniens n'est donc
pas un sous-produit de la Grande Guerre, mais un aspect
d’une politique démographique générale visant a turquifier
de force toute I'Anatolie.
N. O. — Votre livre est dédié a la mémoire de Haji Haltl,
un pieux musulman qui a visqué sa vie pour Sauver une
Samille d’Arméniens. Y a-t-il eu beaucoup de « Justes »?
T. Akcam. —On n'en connait pas le nombre, le déni du gou-
vernement a empéché que cet aspect soit étudié. On sait que
des officiers, des gouverneurs ont élé exécutés pour avoir re-
fusé d’appliquer les ordres. Le plus important, pour nous au-
jourd’hu, est que la résistance se soit faite généralement au
nom de la foi. A Kastamonuy, les villageois sont allés protes-
ter aupres du gouverneur, disant que « ce #'est pas écrit
dans le Covan. Tuer des femmes et des enfants est
contraire d notre religion ». 1 est vrai aussi qu'ailleurs on
a tué des « infidéles » en espérant aller au paradis d’Allah.
Mais it est crucial de rappeler que la religion a pu fonder une
motivation forte pour prendre ses distances avec les assas-
sins. Aujourd’hui, au sein du parti musulman modéré au
pouvoir, le génocide est percu comme T'ceuvre des nationa-
listes et non des religieus, et il v a des positions treés ouvertes
sur la question. Au contraire, dans le camp dit « laique »,
celui des kémalistes purs et durs, le négationnisme est viru-
lent, car hier comme avjourd’hui il est trés facile de mobili-
ser les nationalistes turcs contre les Arméniens.

Propos recueillis par URSULA GAUTHIER

AFP
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22 avril 2009

BAGDAD - Pour la seconde journée

consécutive, Bagdad a été ensanglanté
par un double attentat a la bombe qui a
fait au moins 60 morts dans le quartier
chiite de Kadhimiya.

Deux femmes kamikazes ont fait sau-
ter leurs explosifs devant les grilles du
sanctuaire de I'imam Moussa al Kadhim,
un important lieu de culte chiite dans la
capitale irakienne.

Le double attentat a fait en outre 125
blessés. De nombreux pélerins iraniens
sont au nombre des victimes.

Pour Bagdad, un tel bilan est sans pré-
cédent depuis juin, lorsque 63 personnes
avaient péri dans l'explosion d'um camnion
piégé.

Le général Dhihad al Djabari, respon-
sable de l'enquéte, a déclaré & Reuters
Television que les deux femmes avaient
emprunté des ruelles pour parvenir sans
étre contr6lées a deux entrées distinctes
du sanctuaire.

Elles ont placé deux sacs en cuir
pleins d'explosifs au milieu des fideéles se
pressant trés nombreux aux entrées de la
mosquée, un vendredi, jour de la grande
priere. Les kamikazes ont ensuite tiré sur
des fils pour faire exploser des grenades a
l'intérieur des sacs.

Les premieres informations selon les-
quelles les kamikazes portaient des cein-
tures d'explosifs étaient inexactes, a dit
Djabiri.

L'attaque visiblement coordonnée
intervient au lendemain d'une autre jour-
née noire. Un attentat suicide a Bagdad et
un autre dans la province de Diyala, dans
le nord du pays, avaient fait au total 8§89
morts.

TENSIONS ACCRUES
Le méme jour, les autorités irakiennes
avaient annoncé l'arrestation du chef pré-

Un double attentat a la bombe fait

60 morts a Bagdad

-

sumé d'un groupe affilié & Al Qaida en
Irak.

Mais ni Bagdad ni 'armée américaine
n'étaient en mesure de confirmer vendredi
s'il s'agit ou non d'Abou Omar al Bagdadi,
censé diriger le groupe Etat islamique
d'Trak (IST) mais dont 'existence réelle est
sujette a caution et qui pourrait étre un
personnage fictif créé de toutes pi€ces par
Al Qaida en Irak.

Si I'lrak a connu sur l'année écoulée
une amélioration significative sur le front
de la sécurité, les groupes insurgés
comme Al Qaida continuent leur lutte et
les attentats restent fréquents.

Mais le regain de violence observé ces
derni¢res heures s'inscrit dans un contexte
d'inquiétudes alors que les troupes ameéri-
caines se préparent a se retirer des villes
irakiennes en juin, premiére étape avant le
retrait des forces de combat prévu avant la
fin 2011.

Les élections qui doivent avoir lieu a
la fin de 'armée sont aussi un facteur d'ac-
croissement des tensions.

Le fossé entre chiites et sunnites, dont
I'opposition a fait des dizaines de milliers
de morts en 2006-2007, reste béant et les
contestations territoriales entre Kurdes et
Arabes dans le nord du pays peuvent éga-
lement dégénérer.

En Iran, d'out les croyants chiites peu-
vent désormais se rendre par millions sur
les lieux saints dTrak qui leur étaient
interdits sous le régime de Saddam
Hussein, les derniers attentats sont "un
exemple haineux de ceux qui blessent la
religion au nom de la religion", selon les
termes employés vendredi par l'ancien
président Ali Akbar Rafsanjani.

"Nous éprouvons de la peine pour le
peuple irakien en raison de l'entrée de
groupes corrompus en Irak. Nous criti-
quons aussi I'Amérique pour ne pas avoir
la volonté sérieuse de préserver la sécurité

Habitants de Bagdad s'acheminant vers une
morgue pour récupérer les corps de proches
pris dans un double attentat dans le quartier
chiite de Kadhimiya. Deux kamikazes portant
des ceintures d'explosifs ont tué au moins 60
personnes vendredi, ensanglantant la capitale
irakienne pour la seconde journée consécutive.
(Reuters/Ahmed Malik)

de 1'rak", a-t-il ajouté.

Hassan Qashqavi, porte-parole du
ministére iranien des Affaires étrangéres
cité par 'agence iranienne Irna a dénoncé
"certaines personnes qui tentent d'affaiblir
les liens historiques profonds et croissants
entre les deux nations d'Tran et d'Trak et de
justifier la présence illégitime d'étranger
par le maintien de l'insécurité dans ce
pays et dans la région™.( Reuters )

IRAK: DEUX CHRETIENS TUES A KIRKOUK

KIRKOUK (Irak), 26 avril 2009 (AFP) -

IRAK: deux chrétiens tués a Kirkouk, "attaques terroristes” selon la police

Deux chrétiens, dont une femme, ont été tués dimanche soir par des incon-
nus a Kirkouk (nord), a indiqué la police irakienne précisant qu'il s'agissait
d"attaques terroristes".

Dans le sud de la ville, 2 255 km au nord de Bagdad, les assaillants sont
entrés par effraction au domicile de Youssef Chaba, un employé de la

Compagnie pétroliere du Nord, et ont ouvert le feu, le tuant et blessant ses
deux fils Bassel et Samer, a indiqué le colonel de police Adnane Abdallah,

Quelques minutes plus tard, d'autres hommes armés ont assassiné dans sa

maison Mouna Latif Daoud et blessé sa fille. Ils ont usé d'armes automati-
ques avant de poignarder les deux femmes.

"Il s'agit de deux attaques terroristes qui ont eu lieu a quelques minutes d'in-
tervalle”, a affirmeé le colonel Abdallah.

L'évéque chaldéen de Kirkouk, Louis Sako, a condamné ces "crimes terroris-
tes et laches”, affirmant que "les chrétiens sont les batisseurs de ce pays et
nous demandons que la justice soit faite contre ces meurtriers”.

[I'y a trois semaines, un chrétien avait été égorgé chez lui également a
Kirkouk. Avant l'nvasion de 2003, pres de 50.000 chretiens vivaient dans
cette ville, capitale d'une province riche en pétrole et oU cohabitent Kurdes,
Turcomans, Assyro-chaldéens (chrétiens) et Arabes.
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BAGDAD, 22 avril 2009 (AFP) -

L'ONU remet mercredi aux responsables irakiens un rapport tres attendu conte-
nant ses propositions concernant les 12 régions disputées entre Arabes et
Kurdes, dont la ville pétroliére de Kirkouk, ol coexistent plusieurs communautés.

"Le rapport sera remis aujourd'hui (mercredi) au Conseil présidentiel, au Premier
ministre et aux deux vice-Premiers ministres et au gouvernement autonome du
Kurdistan’, a affirme a ['AFP un responsable de la Mission d'Assitance de 'ONU
en Irak (UNAMI).

Il s'agit de douze secteurs qui se trouvent dans le nord de I'lrak: sept dans la
région de Ninive dont la capitale est Mossoul, deux dans [a province de Diyala,
un a Salaheddine, un dans la province kurde de Souleimaniyeh et Kirkouk.

Ces régions sont I'objet de conflits, a la suite de mouvements de populations
ordonnés par I'ancien dictateur Saddam Hussein dans le cadre de sa politique
"d'arabisation” et de répression contre les populations qu'il jugeait hostiles.

Pour préparer les propositions de 'ONU, une équipe de 15 diplomates, universi-

L'ONU REMET SON RAPPORT SUR LES REGIONS DISPUTEES DU NORD DE L'IRAK

faires, historiens et négociateurs, a travaille depuis mars 2008 et examine
notamment I'ensemble des décrets administratifs pris par les autorités irakiennes
depuis indépendance de 1932,

La tension est grande entre le gouvernement autonome du Kurdistan, qui veut
étendre sa région aux territoires qu'il considére comme ayant historiquement été
peuplés par son ethnie, et le gouvernement central irakien, qui veut s'en tenir
aux limites de ce qui constitue la région autonome depuis la premiére guerre du
Golfe (1991).

En aolt, Staffan de Mistura, réprésentant spécial du secrétaire général de TONU
en Irak, avait expliqué aux journalistes que la démarche des Nations unies était
de "trouver un accord global” a ces questions qui enveniment la vie politique en
frak, en ne se contentant pas seulement d'une solution a Kirkouk, ot un conflit
oppose Kurdes, Arabes et Turcomans.

"Nous allons proposer des options pour un accord global sur les régions dispu-
tees, dont bien str Kirkouk, qui est le probléme le plus chaud actuellement en
Irak", avait-il dit aux journalistes.

DIYARBAKIR (Turquie), 22 avril 2009 (AFP) -

UN TRIBUNAL turc a inculpe mercredi 13 jeunes Kurdes pour liens présumés
avec les rebelles séparatistes kurdes, a la suite d'un coup de filet de a police
dans le sud-est de la Turquie, a-t-on appris de sources officielles.

Les suspects, qui ont été placés en détention provisoire a Batman (sud-est), fai-
saient partie d'un groupe de 60 personnes arrétées vendredi pour liens suppo-
sés avec le Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK), mouvement armé interdi,
en lutte contre le régime d'Ankara.

Tous sont membres de la section des jeunesses du Parti pour une société démo-

INCULPATION DE JEUNES MILITANTS KURDES EN TURQUIE

cratique (DTP), principal parti pro-kurde de Turquie.

Selon la police, ils sont accusés de dégradation de batiments publics, d'avoir
encouragé des enfants a participer & des manifestations illégales et d'avoir forcé
des commercants a fermer boutique, une maniére traditionnelle de protester
contre le gouvernement dans les régions kurdes du pays.

lls ont été inculpés d'appartenance au PKK et de propagation de propagande
séparatiste, selon des sources judiciaires.

Le PKK a pris les armes en 1984, et le conflit a fait depuis environ 45.000 morts.
Les rebelles sont surtout actifs dans les régions montagneuses mais ils bénéfi-
cient de soutiens actifs dans les zones urbaines de Turquie.

BAGDAD, 22 avr 2009 (AFP) -

il souligne limportance de préserver ['unité de la province irakienne riche en
pétrole de Kirkouk, que se disputent dprement Kurdes, Arabes et Turcomans,
dans un rapport trés attendu contenant ses propositions pour éviter que la situa-
tion ne dégénére en guerre civile.

"La Mission d'assistance de 'ONU en Irak (Unami} a analysé quatre options
concerant le gouvernorat de Kirkouk (...). Ces quatre options traitent Kirkouk
comme une seule entité et aucune ne propose une division des districts actuels”,
a-t-elle affirmé dans un communiqué publié mercredi.

La province de Kirkouk compte plusieurs communautés qui se disputent le pou-
voir: des Kurdes, qui souhaitent son rattachement au Kurdistan irakien, des
Turcomans, qui se considérent comme ses habitants historiques, et des Assyro-
chaldéens (chrétiens) ou des Arabes, souvent arrivés a I'occasion de la politique
d'arabisation forcée de Saddam Hussein.

Les quatre options proposées, dont les détails n'ont pas été donnés, "prennent
comme point de départ la Constitution irakienne, et (jugent nécessaire) un
accord palitique entre les parties et une forme de référendum de confirmation”,
ajoute 'ONU.

L'article 140 de la Constitution irakienne prévoit un référendum & Kirkouk, dont
fa province compte 900.000 personnes et recéle les deuxiémes plus grandes
réserves pétroliéres du pays aprés le Sud.

‘Le représentant spécial du secrétaire général de 'ONU en Irak, Staffan de
Mistura, a présentée aujourd'hui au Premier ministre, aux membres du Conseil
présidentiel (irakien) et au président du gouvernement régional du Kurdistan, les
rapports concernant les territoires disputés dans le nord du pays", explique le
communiqué.

"Ce travail, qui a pris pius d'un an, fait partie du mandat de PUnami contenu dans

IRAK: L'ONU REFUSE L'ECLATEMENT DE LA REGION DISPUTEE DE KIRKOUK

les résolutions du Conseil de sécurité 1770 et 1830", précise le texte.

Outre Kirkouk, il s'agit de quinze autres "territoires disputés” dont sept dans la
région de Ninive, trois dans celle de Kirkouk, trois dans le gouvemnorat de Diyala,
un dans la province de Salaheddine et un dans celui de Souleimaniyeh.

"L'Unami ne fait a ce stade aucune suggestion concernant les futures juridictions
de ces régions. En revanche, des recommandations pour des mesures favori-
sant la confiance sont détaillées”, ajoute 'Unami.

L'ONU s'est appuyée sur une équipe de 15 diplomates, universitaires, historiens
et négociateurs depuis mars 2008, qui ont examiné notamment 'ensemble des
deécrets administratifs pris par les autorités irakiennes depuis lindependance de
1932.

"Notre espoir en présentant ces rapport fouillés et objectifs, qui analysent de
maniére inédite 1a trés grande complexité des régions disputées, est que les par-
ties l'utilisent pour entamer un dialogue concret’, a affirmé M. de Mistura dans le
communiqué.

"Nous sommes tous conscients que les tensions se sont accrues récemment
dans les régions disputées et qu'il s'agit de questions dépassant le simple conflit
territorial. C'est pourquoi nous avons fait ce travail et nous espérons qu'un dia-
logue sérieux va suivre', a-t-il ajouté,

La tension est grande entre le gouvernement autonome du Kurdistan, qui veut
étendre sa région aux territoires qu'il considére comme ayant historiquement été
peuplés par son ethnie, et le gouvernement central irakien, qui veut s'en tenir
aux limites de ce qui constitue la région autonome depuis la premiére guerre du
Golfe (1991).

En aolt, M. de Mistura avait expliqué aux journalistes que la démarche de 'ONU
était de "trouver un accord global" & ces questions qui enveniment la vie politi-
que en frak, en ne se contentant pas seulement d'une solution a Kirkouk.
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ANKARA, 23 avril 2009 (AFP) -

UN GROUPE de 21 députés kurdes turcs ont entame mercredi soir un sit-in au
parlement pour protester contre {'arrestation la semaine demiere de plus de 100
personnes accusées d'étre lies aux rebelles séparatistes kurdes de Turquie.

Les 21 députés du Parti pour une société démocratique (DTP), la principale for-
mation kurde de Turquie, ont entamé feur mouvement vers 23HOO (20H00
GMT) et annoncé teur intention de rester assis au méme endroit jusqu'a 08H00
(05H00 GMT) jeudi.

Selahattin Demirtas, un responsable de DTP, a indiqué qu'ils boycotteraient éga-
lement les cérémonies officielles du jour de la souveraineté nationale jeudi.

Les députés veulent dénoncer l'arrestation la semaine derniére de plus de 100
personnes, dont de nombreux membres du DTP.

"Nous voulons protester contre cette opération et (...) rappeler & tout le monde
que le lieu pour trouver une solution (au conflit kurde) est le parlement’, a
déclaré M. Demirtas.

Selon les autorités, l'opération visait a démanteler les ramifications du mouve-
ment séparatiste rebelle Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK, interdit) au

TURQUIE : SIT-IN DE DEPUTES KURDES AU PARLEMENT

sein d'organisations non-gouvernementales kurdes et du DTP.

Le DTP affirme qu'il s'agit d'une tentative du gouvernement de neutraliser le parti
kurde aprés ses succes aux élections locales en mars.

Le DTP, qui détient 21 des 550 sieges au parlement turc, pourrait étre interdit par
la Cour Constitutionnelle, qui examine actuellement ses liens éventuels avec le
PKK.

Irak: les attentats ne remettent pas en cause

BAGDAD 25 avril 2009 (AFP)

LA SECRETAIRE d'Etat américaine Hillary Clinton a assuré samedi & Bagdad
que la récente vague d'attentats ayant ensanglanté I'rak ne remettait pas en
question le processus de stabilisation du pays engagé depuis un an,

"Selon mon opinion et celle du général (Raymond) Odiemo (chef de la Force
multinationale), il s'agit certes d'événements tragiques et terribles mais qui ne
refletent nullement une remise en cause des progrés réalisés en matiére de
sécurité”, a déclaré Mme Clinton lors d'une conférence de presse avec le chef
de la diplomatie irakienne Hoshyar Zebari.

Ces attentats "sont certainement horribles par les pertes qu'ils ont occasionnées,
mais le peuple et le gouvernement irakiens ont rejeté unanimement la violence
et ont affiché leur refus de voir les Irakiens se lever les uns contre les autres, ce
qui est bien sir Mobjectif” des terroristes, a-t-elle ajouté.

Plus de 150 personnes ont péri depuis jeudi dans des attentats suicide commis
notamment contre des pélerins chiites iraniens, qui rappellent les heures som-
bres des violences interconfessionnelles en Irak. Avril est aussi le mois le plus
meurtrier en 2009 avec plus de 250 morts et pres de 700 blessés.

De son coté, M. Zebari a souligné qu'en dépit de ces violences, son pays était
déterminé & s'en tenir au calendrier défini par I'accord américano-irakien de
novembre. Celui-ci prévoit e retrait des troupes américaines des villes irakien-
nes avant la fin juin et un retrait total d'lrak d'ici fin 2011.

"Nous continuerons de compter sur l'engagement et le soutien des Etats-Unis au
gouvernement et au peuple irakiens pour nous permetire de faire face & ces
défis", a-t-il déclaré.

Mme Clinton avait promis un peu plus t6t de fournir aux trakiens les moyens
d'assurer leur sécurité.

"Nous continuerons a travailler trés, trés dur pour vous donner les outils qui vous
permettront d'avoir un pays sir", a-t-elle déclaré a une centaine d'lrakiens de la
société civile réunis a 'ambassade américaine.

"Nous travaillerons étroitement avec le gouvernement irakien et les forces de
sécurité irakiennes pendant le retrait de nos troupes, a-t-elle assuré. I n'y a rien
de plus important que l'unité de Irak. Nous n'allons pas vous dire comment
résoudre les questions politiques intérieures (de I'Irak). C'est & vous de le déci-
der".

la stabilisation, selon Clinton

Lors de cette premiére visite en Irak depuis son arrivée au département d'Etat
en janvier, Mme Clinton a egalement rencontré le president irakien Jalal Talabani
et le Premier ministre Nouri al-Maliki.

"Je pense quil y aura toujours en Irak des conflits politiques comme dans n'im-
porte quelle société, mais je crois réellement que l'rak dans son ensemble va
dans la bonne direction”, a-t-elle souligné.

Elle s'est aussi entretenue avec le représentant spécial du secrétaire générat de
I'ONU en Irak, Staffan de Mistura, qui vient de publier un rapport trés attendu sur
la quinzaine de "régions disputées” entre Arabes et Kurdes, notamment la pro-
vince riche en pétrole de Kirkouk.

l.a visite de Mme Clinton intervient deux semaines aprés celle du président amé-
ricain, Barack Obama, qui avait averti que les prochains 18 mois seraient criti-
ques pour ['lrak.

Fin février, il avait annoncé que le gros des 140.000 soldats déployés en Irak
auraient quitté le pays dici le 31 aoft 2010 et qu'il ne resterait qu'une force de
35.000 & 50.000 hommes.

Le niveau des violences avait nettement baissé en Irak en 2008 a la faveur du
recrutement massif par les forces américano-irakiennes de milices composees
d'anciens insurgés, dont beaucoup doivent rejoindre les rangs des forces de
sécurité irakiennes.
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By Anna Fifield in Beirut

The United Nations has suggested
to the lragi central and Kurdish
regional governments that they either
share the disputed territory of Kirkuk
on an equal basis, or that they allow
it to become a semi-autonomous
region.

The two options are the "most
feasible” in a 450-page report from
the UN on the northern city of Kirkuk
and surrounding areas, the subject of
a bitter territorial dispute which partly
centres on its huge oil reserves.

With both sides claiming it as
their own, the area has become a
potential sectarian flashpoint, not bet-
ween Sunni and Shia but between
Arabs and Kurds, as security gains

are made in other parts of the coun-
try.

The long-awaited report has not
been made public but the Financial
Times understands that the UN has
suggested four "compromise options"
to the central government in Baghdad
and the Kurdish regional govern-
ment, based in Irbil.

Of the two most feasible options,
one involves Kirkuk having a "dual
linkage" to both Baghdad and Irbil.
This would mean it was governed
jointly by both authorities.

The second most likely option
involves giving Kirkuk a degree of
autonomy, which would see it
become a standalone special region
in the way that Kurdistan is now.

The UN report is "not prescrip-

authorities to go away and consider.
"Nobody is going to be fully satisfied
because no one side is going to find
that all its demands have been met,"
a UN official told the FT.

Staffan de Mistura, the UN's spe-
cial representative in Iraq, yesterday
said that the UN hoped Arabs and
Kurds would use the report to start a
process of dialogue. "We are all too
aware that tensions have recently
risen in parts of the disputed areas,
and also that there are more issues
than just the territorial ones that
divide the parties," he said.

The area has a complicated his-
tory that has so far proven impossible
to reconcile, Kirkuk was "Arabised"
by Saddam Hussein, who forced
Kurds 1o leave and moved in Arabs

UN OFFERS ROUTES TO RESOLUTION OF KIRKUK DISPUTE

change the demographics.

Kurdistan, whose people were
kiled by the thousands under
Saddam, has long been trying to win
the cities back. The Kurdistan regio-
nal govemment has been lobbying
for a referendum to allow Kirkuk resi-
dents to decide whether they become
part of the northern region but this
has been repeatedly postponed. The
area also has a sizeable Turkmen
population, who also want a say.

Athough Kurds say that Kirkuk is
their ancestral capital, the allure of
the area's oil reserves to both sides
cannot be overestimated. It is thought
to have a production capacity of
about 1m barrels a day.

tive” but lays out options for the two

from Irag's south in an effort to

Uneasy calm for Iraq, Kurdish troops

REUTERS B

KIRKUK, April 22,2009 (Reuters) - By Missy Ryan

U.S. COLONEL Ryan Gonsalves' soldiers were already on their
way to their new post in Baghdad when he got news his brigade
was being diverted to Iraq's tense city of Kirkuk.

The last-minute decision in January to more than double to 5,000
the number of U.S. soldiers in Kirkuk was prompted by tensions
that many fear could ignite broader conflict in Iraq just as the
sectarian killing of the last six years subsides.

The U.S. buildup in Kirkuk coincided with a misunderstanding
that led to rumours that both Kurdish forces and Iraqgi troops
had gone on alert, and were potentially mobilising against each
other. The situation was defused, but it left an impression.

The U.S. mission in Kirkuk now centres on building trust.
"Odierno decided the most dangerous course of action would be
if violence incites itself between those ethnic groups,” Gonsalves
said of General Ray Odierno, the U.S. commander in Iraq.

The future of Kirkuk hangs in the balance as Arabs, Kurds and
Turkmen vie for control of a region with major historical impor-
tance and sits on as much as 4 percent of the world's oil.

Iraq's minority Kurds, who were killed by the thousands by for-
mer Sunni Arab dictator Saddam Hussein, claim Kirkuk as part
of their largely autonomous northern region.

But Kirkuk's Turkmen and Arabs object, and complain about
heavy-handed discriminatory tactics since Kurds gained control
of the local goverrument after the U.S.-led invasion in 2003. On
Wednesday, the United Nations handed over a new report on
Kirkuk that it hopes will encourage a settlement between rival
political and ethnic factions.

The report lands in an environment of tension and mistrust,
reflecting larger questions dogging Iraq's fledgling democracy:
How powerful should the central government be? What mili-
tary role should minority players like the Kurds have?

U.S. soldiers in Kirkuk are seeking to foster communication bet-
ween Kurdish troops and the Iraqi Army there, which is 85 per-
cent Arab. Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki, a Shi'ite Arab, says

in disputed area

weapons should be in the hands of the state alone.
ALARM

The formation last year of the 12th Iraqi Army Division in
Kirkuk was met with alarm by the smaller 10th Kurdish Army
Brigade, stationed in the northern parts of the province.

Since 2003, Kurdish Peshmerga have deployed in different parts
of Iraq, even reaching Baghdad.

Heading the new Iraqi Army unit is Major General Abdul Amir
Zaidi, an Arab who Kurds view with suspicion since he was sta-
tioned around the same area under Saddam.

"Our job is to protect Kirkuk from terrorists,” said one Iragi
Army official in Kirkuk, asking to go unnamed.

Major Scott Rawlinson, a U.S. spokesman, said 'the greatest
threat is that some minor incident could start a chain reaction
that could lead to armed conflict ... It runs the risk of expanding
into other provinces and rolling back security gains."

In March, U.S. troops invited the Arab general and his Kurdish
counterpart to a luncheon at the U.5. base in Kirkuk. Until then,
Zaidi had refused to engage officially with someone he deemed
a "militia” leader, U.S. officials said.

At the meeting, the two broke the ice and have since shared
intelligence, said U.S. Army Major Christopher Norrie.

"Kurds have fought and died and sacrificed for this area for 80
years. It's an incredibly emotional issue,” Norrie said.

Kurds are seen as perhaps more ready to make concessions than
they were in the past, as the U.S. forces seen as their protectors
prepare for a full withdrawal by the end of 2011. Yet many are
adamant about their right to field soldiers in Kirkuk.

"l say that Kirkuk is part of Kurdistan and the Peshmerga
should be present,” said Mohammed Kamal Salih, a Kurdish
member of Kirkuk's provincial council. "The Iraqi Army is fan-
ning out, and we have a right to stop any problematic move-
ments."
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TODAY'S ZAMAN

An excavation that started on Tuesday, which
revealed munitions buried underground in a
district of Istanbul, were launched after a tip-off let-
ter was sent to the police by an anonymous e-mai-
ler, according to a report printed yesterday in the
Bugiin daily.

Three military officers currently on active duty
were arrested on Wednesday as part of an inves-
tigation into Ergenekon after an arms cache was
discovered on Tuesday buried underground in
land owned by the Istek Foundation, which was
set up by a fugitive suspect in the investigation,
former Istanbul Mayor Bedrettin Dalan, the chair-
man of the foundation. The detained included
Navy Maj. Levent Bektas, Navy Lt. Col Ercan
Kiregtepe and Navy Maj. Emre Onat. The police
are seeking to capture yet another naval officer, Lt,
Col. Mustafa Turhan Ecevit.

Earlier in the investigation, the prosecution
established links between the organization and
some retired military officers as well as some cur-
rently on active duty from the land and air forces.
The weapons site discovered yesterday is the first
link established between any naval officers and
the organizations. Tuesday's excavation was laun-
ched after an anonymous e-mail sent to the
Istanbul Police Department. The police continued
excavations for the third day yesterday in the
same area.

The e-mail was sent a week earlier to the
police, who found at the end of an investigation
that the message was sent from an Internet cafe.
The lengthy letter included the tip-off that muni-
tions were buried in the Poyrazkdy land owned by
Dalan's Istek Foundation. The location of the wea-
pons was also described in a fairly detailed man-
ner, according to Bugiin's report. The letter also
identified the names of the individuals who buried
the weapons.

The police first examined land registry infor-
mation regarding the property indicated by the
anonymous e-mail. The land registry title confir-
med the facts mentioned in the letter. After that,
the police established the addresses of the indivi-
duals who, the letter said, buried the munitions.
The police prepared for an operation and started
excavating the territory after acquiring the neces-
sary approval from public prosecutors. The largest
weapons site ever found in the investigation emer-
ged at the end of Tuesday's excavations.

In Tuesday's excavations on the Istek
Foundation land inlistanbul's Poyrazkdy district,
10 light anti-tank weapons, 20 percussion bombs,
three other bombs, 250 grams of C4 explosive, 19
emergency flares, 10 hand grenades, 800 G3 bul-
lets and a large number of bullets for revolvers
were found. The discovery follows the unearthing
of similar underground weapons sites earlier in
January, uncovered during digs based on maps
found in the homes of two suspects — former
Deputy Police Chief Ibrahim Sahin and Mustafa
Doénmez, a lieutenant colonel who turned himself

Ergenekon weapons site found after

anonymous letter

Ten light anti-tank weapons, tens of
bombs and hand grenades and hundreds of
bullets have been found during excavations
on land owned by the ?stek Foundation in
Istanbul's Poyrazkdy district.

in a few days after the initial warrant for his arrest.
Dalan was in the US during the time of this wave
of detentions and discoveries, which started on
Jan. 7, 2009.

Dalan is also accused of being one of the 16
people who were actively involved in plotting a
coup d'état. These 186, including Cumhuriyet writer
lhan Selguk, retired generals sener Eruygur and
Hursit Tolon and former Higher Education Board
(YOK) President Kemal Giiriiz, are being accused
of actively planning attacks and other activities to
"eradicate by force the organs of the legislative
and the executive.”

A search yesterday was carried out in the
house and office of retired Naval Forces Maj.
Bekta?, a former member of the navy's
Underwater Assault Teams (SAT). Bektas was
one of the four officers arrested yesterday.

In a statement it issued on Wednesday, the
Turkish Armed Forces (TSK) denied thelistek
Foundation's allegations that the weapons belon-
ged to the military.

Meanwhile, two individuals were detained in
Izmir yesterday after the discovery of two hand-
grenades inside an apartment. One of those detai-
ned was a former Special Operations Unit officer,
the police said.

Ankara excavated for guns

The police, as part of the January investiga-
tion, carried out a series of digs at a number of
sites around the capital in a search of weapons lin-
ked to Ergenekon. In Sincan, the police unearthed
30 hand grenades, nine smoke bombs and hun-

dreds of G3 rifle bullets in the garden of a deser-
ted house.

Another arms cache was unearthed in the Zir
Valley in Ankara's Sincan district, which was found
based on a map found in the house of Lt Col.
Dénmez. Thirty hand grenades, nine smoke
bombs and more than 800 bullets for G3 assault
rifles were found there. Around the same time, two
hand grenades were found buried inside a park in
an industrial zone. Nearly 200 bullets were disco-
vered also in Ankara, in early January, in a vacant
lot across from a housing complex in the Oran
neighborhood, formerly reserved for members of
Parliament and their families.

US expresses support for Ergenekon investi-
gation

US State Department spokesperson Robert
Wood said on Tuesday in a weekly press meeting
that the US administration was "absolutely certain”
that the prosecutors in the Ergenekon case are
conducting the investigation in accordance with
the laws and the Constitution.

At a weekly press conference on Tuesday,
Wood was directed a question about the recent
arrests in the Ergenekon ftrial. Those arrested
included some outspoken critics of the Justice and
Development Party (AK Party) government, to
which the journalist raising the question referred to
as "Turkey's radical Islamist government.”

46




Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

ToDAYS ZAMAN

April 24,2009

AYSE KARABAT

“THESE KINDS of protests are nothing to
us,” said Hamit Geylani, Hakkari deputy of the
pro-Kurdish Democratic Society Party (DTP)
who spent all Wednesday nightin a sit-in protest
in the Parliament. Geylani and 22 others, inclu-
ding Ufuk Uras, Istanbul deputy of the Freedom
and Society Party (ODP), wanied to underline
that the place to address the solution fo the
Kurdish problem is Parliament. The deputies
who spent all night long chatting, exchanging
jokes, reading books and eating sweets also
protested about the recent arrests of more then
50 DTP members including the three deputy
chairpersons of the party.

Last week security forces conducted opera-
tions in several cities and searched many places
affiliated with the DTP. According to security
forces the operations were targeting the urban
structure of the outlawed Kurdistan Workers'
Party (PKK) but the DTP is claiming that the
operations are intolerant of the overwhelming
success of their party in the local elections in
March 29.

Ahmet Tirk, chairman of the DTP, who was
in London at the beginning of the week, said, on
his way to Ankara that he did not have detailed
information about the decision of the sit-in pro-
test of his party's parliamentary group but later
joined his friends in the late hours while having a
chat with sleepless journalists. He said that the
aim of the operations was actually to push the
DTP out of democratic politics.

"If this is the aim, then we can return o our
villages, to our people. We are not dying for the
seats in Parliament. If necessary, we will go to
jail, too. Anyway, it will not be the first,” Tdirk said
before he complained of his tiredness after
having to wake up at three o'clock in the morning
to catch his plane from London to Istanbul.

Turk, while he was a deputy of the now-clo-
sed Democracy Party (DEP), was arrested in
1994, At that time, after their immunity was strip-
ped, the DEP deputies also had a 'night watch'
in Parliament. One of them was Sirr Sakik who
was also present in this si-in protest.

"It was 15 years ago. We were demanding a
clash-free atmosphere and democracy. Since
then, nothing has changed, we are still asking
for the same things," he said.

But there is one difference, Sakik is now the
parliamentary administrative manager responsi-
ble for order in the Parliament building. His posi-
tion was the subject of jokes on Wednesday
night, when the speaker of Parliament Koksal
Toptan visited the DTP deputies an hour before
their protest started in order to make them to
give up. DTP's Van deputy Ozdal Uger replied:
"Den't worry about us, the patliamentary admi-
nistrative manager will take care of us."

Pro-Kurdish DTP deputies spend whole
night in Parliament

Lawmakers of pro-Kurdish Democratic Society Party speak to the media at the par-
liament in Ankara, Turkey, Wednesday, April 22. 2009. They said they will stage an all
night sit-in protest at the parliament following the detention of more than 200 party
members in a nationwide police crackdown over the past week. (AP Photo)

During the night, the Patliament, which is
supposed to be closed at that time, really took
care of the DTP deputies. An ambulance and a
doctor were ordered 1o stay and contrary to par-
liamentary traditions, the corridors in front of the
general assembly meeting room were turned
into a picnic area -- not on Sakik's orders but on
those of his colleague, Muhyittin Aksak, from the
ruling Justice and Development Party (AK
Party).

When other deputies were asked about the
DTP's sit-in protest, they did not want to com-
ment, although some of them, after the end of
the sessions while leaving the General
Assembly, shook hands with their DTP friends
and gave their good wishes. But some AK Party
deputies from cities in the predominantly
Kurdish-populated areas -- the palitical rivals of
the DTP - showed their disdain.

"They won the elections by threats s¢ { don't
believe in their discourse of democracy,” one AK
Party deputy said. Another one added that for
them the DTP means Darp and Tehdit party
{darp in Turkish means stroke and tehdit means
threat.)

When he went out tc take some fresh air,
Tirk reiterated these claims to the journalists
around him and claimed that the AK Party depu-
ties, in order to hide their mistakes during the
focal elections like pointing out the wrong candi-
dates and advising wrong poficies to the general
headquarters, were trying these pretexts.

"These false claims were the messages
indicating that these operations are coming,’
Tirk said.

Just before having baklava which was
brought by Ufuk Uras he added that after the
local elections the PKK made a statement in
which it was saying that the DTP get the support

of the people so they will not use their guns but
will monitor the developments. According to
Tlrk, the atmosphere for a solution was suitable
but the operations came.

"The war lords do not want a solution,” he
said.

The DEP deputies all night long mentioned
the stories of other sit-in protests that they had
participated in, having long chats with the jour-
nalists, reading books and occasionally sleeping
until 8 o'clock in the morning since they would
not participate in the special sessions of the
Parliament on National Sovereignty and
International Children's day in order to protest
about the frials of the children between 15 and
18years old as adults in accordance with the
anti-terror law.

The DTP is also planning to organize a big
march on May 17 to give the same messages it
was trying to deliver with its sit-in protest.

"We will change our name to the "continues
action party,” says Osman Ozgelik Siirt deputy of
the DTP. All of them laughed. One of them whis-
pered: "You know our supporters, they are
young and reactionary. We decided to tell them
to cool off, we will take all necessary actions and
protests, we have to keep them away from pro-
vocations. This is another reason for us to be in
this protest."
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Prime Minister Erdogan's
policy of moderate reform suffe-
red a setback as voters in the sou-
theast shunned his party in local
elections, turning to the more
radical Democratic Society
Party.

By Ayhan Simsek for Southeast European

E O —
he recent local elections brought major
gains for the Democratic Society Party.

[Getty Images]

Turkey's local elections, held on March
29th, have shaken up the prospects for
addressing Kurdish issues. The Democratic
Society Party (DTP), widely seen as linked
to the terrorist Kurdistan Workers' Party
(PKK), won almost all the major municipa-
lities in the primarily Kurd-populated sou-
theast.

The result was a major blow to Prime
Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan and his
Justice and Development Party (AKP),
which has sought to build support ainong
Kurds for its policies of moderate reform.

The DTP won mayoral positions in the
symbolically important city of Diyarbakir,
as well as in seven other cities aud 50
towns in southeast Turkey -- an increase of
four cities and 18 towns from the 2004
local elections.

Erdogan's party had hoped to win 100
municipalities in eastern and southeastern

"This is a warning for AKP's

nationalist, authoritarian, one-
party rule understanding," DTP lea-
der Ahmet Turk said. [Getty
Images]

Turkey, giving the prime minister a stron-
ger mandate for his reform prograimme
while isolating and weakening the PKK.

AKP mobilised all its forces in pursuit
of a victory. The party recently inaugurated
the first Kurdish TV channel, via the public
broadcaster TRT. State officials delivered
prizes such as refrigerators and washing
machines. Erdogan himself visited key
cities in the region and promised increased
investments, jobs and better social servi-
ces.
The effort, which provoked considera-
ble criticism from the opposition in
Turkey, did not yield fruit. The party ended
up losing 15% of the vote compared to its
2007 numbers, winning only four mayoral
positions.

AKP leaders blamed the PKK. "It was
not possible to carry out a successful cam-
paign in regions where the terrorist PKK
has threatened voters and party officials,”
Turkey's EU chief negotiator, Egemen
Bagis, told reporters.

According to Milliyet columnist Taha
Akyol, the result amounts to a "strong
alarm signal”. The identity politics of the
DTP, its radical approach and the feeling of
Kurds tbat they are under pressure were
important factors that led to the election
results, Akoyol wrote, adding that the out-
come will make it more difficult to reach a
solution to the Kurdish problem in the near
future.

DTP head Ahmet Turk, however, hailed
the victory as a triumph of democracy and
called on the AKP to change its approach.

"This is a warning for AKP's nationalist,
authoritarian, one-party rule understan-
ding. This is a warning for AKP, for its stal-
ling on EU reforms, for its laying aside the
debate on a new constitution and for its
limited understanding of democracy,
remembering democracy just for itself,”
Turk said.

The DTP wants radical changes to the
Turkish state system -- including a new
constitution that would recognise Kurdish
autonomy -- and advocates general
amnesty for the PKK militants.

Although the party is now on a more
confident footing, most analysts do not
expect it will win any major concessions
from the AKP in the short term. To date,
Erdogan has refused to consider appoin-
ting, or even holding a meeting with, any
DTP member. Instead, he has blasted the
party for refusing to acknowledge the PKK
is a terrorist group and for not condemning
its attacks.

Sedat Bozkurt, a senior journalist and
Ankara bureau chief for Fox TV, says
Erdogan's party fell into a political trap set
by the DTP.

"To undermine Kurdish support for the
AKP, leaders of the DTP adopted fiercer,
radical rhetoric,” Bozkurt told Southeast
European Times. "They have made radical
demands ... leading to harsh rebuttals by
Prime Minister Erdogan and AKP leaders.
This tactic served well, again uniting
Kurdish voters under the DTP."

According to Bozkurt, the AKP has to
address the identity demands of Kurds if it
hopes to regain their trust and votes.

Erdogan has long promised a new ope-
ning towards the southeast. During a key
visit to Diyarbakir in 2005, he promised to
recognise "the Kurdish reality”, and even
suggested a new definition of citizenship.
However, renewed PKK violence in the fol-
lowing months stirred up outrage in
Turkey and led to increased political pres-
sure from nationalists.

For years, PKK terrorists have used the
mountainous part of northern Iraq as their
base for attacks against Turkey. The bloody
insurgency has claimed almost 40,000
lives since 1984.

The DTP leadership is still far from

Election result complicates Kurdish reform

Turkish Prime Minister Recep
Tayyip Erdogan has long promised
a new opening towards the sou-
theast. [Getty Images]

condemning the terrorist group, and still
places the burden of finding a peaceful
solution on the Turkish government,
rather than on the PKK.

Now, all eyes are turned towards a pro-
posed International Kurdish Conference,
scheduled for early May in the northern
Traqi city of Arbil. DTP is planning a mee-
ting of all Kurdish groups from Turkey,
Iraq, Syria and Iran, as well as representa-
tives of the PKK. Local media have specu-
lated about a possible announcement by
the PKK of its conditions to lay down arms.

However, Akyol sees no quick end to
PKK terrorism or any solution in the short
term.

"What can decrease the ethnic tension
in the long term is democratic reform poli-
cies that would reflect our respect for the
Kurdish identity, as well as social integra-
tion policies that would strengthen our
unity,” he said. "But in order to achieve this
goal, all of us, including the opposition
CHP and MHP [need to] make an opening,
for the sake of Turkey's future.”

Complicating the situation further is
the often tense relationship between
Turkey's ruling party and the country's
military, which sees itself as the guardian
of the secular state. Secularists have cla-
shed with Erodgan and his party over an
alleged "Islamist” agenda, while the mili-
tary has urged a tough line on Kurdish
issues.

Turkey's top military commander this
week expressed support for the expansion
of cultural rights as long as this is done on
the basis of Turkish citizenship.

Addressing the War Academy on
Tuesday, General Ilker Basbug said pro-
blems such as unemployment and lack of
opportunity made young Kurds susceptible
to the PKK's lure, and that fighting terro-
rism required a "comprehensive strategy”
and possible legal changes.

He ruled out, however, the idea of reco-
gnising Kurdish identity in a new constitu-
tion, stressing that Turkey is not an ethni-
city-based state.

"Turkishness is a generic identity
(supra-identity) referring to the all equal
citizens of Turkey, regardless of their eth-
nic background,” Basburg said.
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Mark Tran

urkey's main Kurdish political party

has appealed for international sup-
port after hundreds of its officials were
arrested in a crackdown by Turkish
authorities.

The Democratic Society party (DTP)
has written to membhers of the European
parliament asking them to speak out
against the arrests, which follow the party's
surprise success in last ionth's local elec-
tions. The DTP, the fourth largest party in
the Turkish parliament with 20 seats, fears
that the arrests will radicalise the Kurdish
minority and make a solution to the
Kurdish problem even more elusive.

About 40,000 people have died in the
25-year conflict between the Turkish
authorities and the outlawed Kurdistan
Workers' party (PKK). The DTP insists that
the campaign for Kurdish language and
cultural rights be pursued through political
means, but the Turkish military considers
the party a PKK front.

The DTP almost doubled the number of
municipalities under its control from 56 to
98 in last month's elections and came first
in 10 provinces in eastern and south-eas-
tern Turkey.

The results were a blow to Turkey's

prime minister, Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
and his Justice and Development party

Turkey's main Kurdish party appeals for

help after crackdown

Hundreds of activists arrested after surprise success

in local elections

(AKP). The party won almost 39% of the
vote, eight points less than in a general
election two years ago, and lost 15 mayoral-
ties. Erdogan had described the election as
a referendum on his leadership and said
that anything less than 47% of the vote
would be a failure.

The poll setback came despite a strong
drive against the DTP in its strongholds in
the south-east. Allegations were made of
unfair practices, including handing out
washing machines and other gifts to voters
to persuade them not to vote for the DTP.
Unable to defeat the DTP at the ballot box,
the AKP was now resorting to rougher
measures, analysts said.

"Before the election, the AKP were tal-
king about having good relations with
Kurdish regional governments, an econo-
mic development plan and some cultural
reforms,” said Mesut Yegen of the Middle
East Technical University in Ankara. "But
they wanted to do so from a position of
strength; they do not recognise the PKK
and the DTP as legitimate actors. Erdogan
has not grasped the seriousness of the
Kurdish question.”

A Turkish court last week sentenced the
mayor of Diyarbakir, Osman Baydemir,
and the mayor of Batman, Nejdet Atalay, to
10 months in jail for spreading PKK propa-
ganda. In condemning a Turkish military
incursion against PKX bases in neighbou-
ring Iraq in February last year, Baydemir
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FENAMULAL TIRES
April 22 2009

By Anna Fifield in Beirut

Nouri

understands that the UN has sugges-
ted four “compromise options" to
al-Maliki's government in

had said that "neither soldiers nor guerril-
las should die". For using the word "guer-
rillas" he was charged with "spreading PKK
propaganda” and "inciting separatism”
under Turkey's strict laws on freedom of
speech.

The DTP is also facing the threat of
heing shut down in a case hefore the
constitutional court. Analysts say it is hard
to see how the latest moves against the
DTP will not influence the case, even
though the evidence has already been com-
piled.

Ahmet Turk, the president of the DTP,
struck a defiant note at a talk at Chatham
House in London last week. He told jour-
nalists: "They may put me in prison, they
may kill me, hut the struggle for Kurdish
rights will continue.”

Human rights groups have expressed
coucern at the targeting of the DTP. "The
secrecy order on the investigation prevents
us from knowing what the precise evidence
consists of, but this is not a very construc-
tive approach to the issue of minority
rights in Turkey, an area that has seen very
little progress in its negotiations on EU
membership,” said Emma Sinclair-Webb,
a researcher for Human Rights Watch in
Istanbul.

Britain, a strong backer of Turkey's EU
membership bid, said the arrests were a
matter for the Turkish courts, but added
that it supported pluralism.®

R T T R R A

UN SAYS IRAQ SHOULD SHARE KIRKUK

OR GIVE IT AUTONOMY

authorities o go away and consider.
“Nobody is going to be fully satisfied
because no one side is going to find

The area has a complicated his-
tory that has so far proven impossible
to reconcile.

The United Nations is suggesting
to the Iraqi central and Kurdish regio-
nal governments that they either
share the disputed territory of Kirkuk
on an equal basis, or allow i to
become a semi-autonomous region.

The two options are the “most
feasible’ in a long-awaited 450-page
report from the UN on the northern
city of Kirkuk and surrounding areas,
the subject of a bitter territorial dis-
pute which partly centres on its huge
ol reserves.

With both sides claiming it as
their own, the area has been the loca-
tion of sectarian clashes, not bet-
ween Sunnis and Shias but between
Arabs and Kurds, as security gains
are made in other parts of the coun-
try.

The report has not been made
public but the Financial Times

Baghdad and the Kurdistan Regional
Government, based in Irbil.

Of the two most feasible options,
one involves Kirkuk having a "dual
finkage” to both Baghdad and Irbil.
This would mean it was governed
jointly by both authorities, rather than
being wholly ruled by Irbil, as the pro-
vince of Dohuk is now, or wholly ruled
by Baghdad, like Anbar, for example.

The second most likely option
involves giving Kirkuk a degree of
autonomy, which would see it
become a stand-alone special region
in the way that Kurdistan is now.
Kurdistan has its own regional
government security forces, and ope-
rates almost entirely independently of
Baghdad.

The UN report is “not prescrip-
tive" but lays out options for the two

that all its demands have been met,”
a UN official told the FT.

Announcing that the UN had pre-
sented reports to the authorities in
Baghdad and Irbil, Staffan de
Mistura, the UN's special representa-
tive in Iraq, said on Wednesday that
the UN hoped Arabs and Kurds would
use the reports to start a process of
concrete dialogue.

"We are all too aware that ten-
sions have recently risen in parts of
the disputed areas, and also that
there are more issues than just the
territorial ones that divide the par-
ties,” said Mr de Mistura.

“That is why we have done the
work in the way we have, and that is
why we are haping that sustained
and serious dialogue will now follow,”
he said in a statement.

Kirkuk and other nearby oil towns
such as Khanageen were "Arabised"
by Saddam Hussein, who forced
Kurds to leave and moved in Arabs
from Irag's south in an effort to
change the demographics. Kurds
make up 20 per cent of Iraq’s popula-
tion.

Kurdistan, whose people were
kiled by the thousands under
Saddam, has long been trying to win
the cities back.

“We are confident that it's part of
Kurdistan. If they [other parties in
Irag] think the Kurds have to give up
on it that will not happen,” Masoud
Barzani, the Kurdish president, told
the FT last month.

The Kurdistan regional govern-
ment has been pushing for a vote to
allow Kirkuk residents to decide whe-
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ther they become part of the northern
region, but this has been repeatedly
posiponed, amid concerns that
Kurds and Arabs must first agree a
political settlement to prevent a
conflagration.

Kirkuk was excluded from
nationwide provincial polis held on
January 31 because of the ongoing
disputes. The area also has a sizea-
ble Turkmen population, who want a

say.
Athough Kurds say that Kirkuk,
sometimes called “Irag's Jerusalem’,
is their ancestral capital, the allure of
area’s oil reserves to both sides can
not be overestimated. The Kirkuk oil
field is thought to have a production
capacity of about 1m barrels a day.
Under the constitution’s reve-
nue-sharing formula, Kurdistan recei-
ves 17 per cent of all Iragi oil reve-

nue, but many Kurds think their eco-
nomy deserves mare. Some Arab
politicians, meanwhile, are calling for
the Kurds' share to be reduced to 12
per cent.

Oil legislation that would ensure
a fair distribution of wealth — a key to
the country’s long-term stability — has
been blocked, with Kurdish officials
unwilling to give Baghdad veto power
over the development of the industry

within their territory, and the central
government insisting that it must
direct the oil industry's development
throughout Iraq.

The KRG has signed dozens of
oit contracts, which the central
government has refused to reco-
gnise.

By Azad Aslan

he United Nations Staffan de

Mistura handed over a
keenly awaited report on dispu-
ted districts of Irag on
Wednesday. The copies of the
report were given to top leaders
in Iraq as well as Kurdistan
President Massoud Barzani.

The report, which was the
result of more than a year's
work by a team of diplomats,
academics, negotiators and
constitutional experts, included
separate studies of 15 disputed
districts, including the whole of
Kirkuk province. According to
the UN statement the studies
were more analytical than pres-
criptive. "The UN Assistance
Mission in Iraq has not made
any suggestions at this time
regarding the future administra-
tive jurisdiction of these areas.'
However, «On the other hand,
recommendations on specific
locatized confidence building
measures have been included in
each assessment.»

De Mistura stated that «Our
strong hope in presenting these
very thorough and objective
reports, which analyze these
highly complex disputed areas
in ways that nobody has ever
done before, is that the parties
will use them to start a process
of concrete dialogue. We are all
too aware that tensiouns have
recently risen in parts of the dis-
puted areas, and also that there
are more issues than just the ter-
ritorial ones that divide the par-
ties.» De Mistura optimistically
put forward that «That is why

< BE) 25 April 2009

The future of Kirkuk will be decided
through the Kurdish parliament

we have done the work in the
way we have, and that is why
we are hoping that sustained
and serious dialogue will now
follow.»

The UN said its team had
come up with four options for
the province's future, all of
which «deal with Kirkuk as a
single entity.» All of these
options would "use the constitu-
tion of Iraq as the starting point
for handling Kirkuk, require a
political agreement among the
parties and then some form of a
confirmatory referendum.» The
UN said it had «worked closely
with various Iraqi authorities at
national, regional, governorate
(provincial) and local levels to
try to help them develop proces-
ses which could facilitate reso-
lution of the disputed internal
boundaries.»

There are no further details
of the report for the proposed
four options. It is very doubtful
that the UN has any power or
sincerity to solve the question
of Kirkuk. The head of UN spe-
cial mission to Iraq de Mistura
promised the Kurdistan
Parliament at the end of 2007
that the UN role will be to help
Iraq technically to carry out
referendum in 6 months time.
Instead of assisting and convin-
cing Iraqi government to imple-
ment the processes of article
140 the UN engaged with so
many fact finding missions and
reports that most of them were
not in touch with reality such as
the UN early report on Akre dis-
trict, a region that has long been
administered by Kurdistan
Regional Government.

Kirkuk question is a politi-
cal question and not an adminis-
trative one. The players active
in this question are not only the
Kurds, Arabs, and Turkmens
but regional powers as well. It is
a question about sovereignty
and sharing power. It is a ques-
tion about changing old habits
with new ones. It is a question
of undoing historical injustices
while constructing new set of
values. At the root of the pro-
blem lies the fact that our Arab
partners fail to understand that
the Kurds are their equal sove-
reign partners. Arabs must learn
to share sovereignty and power
with Kurds and respect their ter-
ritory and rights should they
wish to live together in peace.

The UN has no positive role
in solving Kirkuk question but
rather plays an implicit role of
covering the delay for the
implementation of referendum
and in that sense strengthens the
hands of Arab nationalisin.

The road map of Kirkuk
question had already been set
out by the Iragi constitution and
this constitution has approval
by 80% of the whole lraqi
population. Instead of forcing
and providing necessary techni-
cal and political assistance to
the central government to
implement the article 140 the
UN wasted one and half years
with reports and studies of
which none were prescriptive or
binding.

Kurdistan Parliament must
be given special authority to
deal with the question of Kirkuk
and other disputed areas.
Further delays will make the

UN
Staffan De Mistura attends
Kurdistau Parliament in this
file photo.from Iraq. GLOBE
PHOTO/Safin Hamed

representative to Irag

question more complicated and
the time is not ticking in the best
interest of the Kurds. The issue
must have been solved long ago
but the insistence of Kurdish
political actors to deal with it
within the democratic and legal
framework with their Arab
counterparts seems to be fruit-
less.

Kirkuk is the heart of
Kurdistan and there will be no
bargaining on this or other dis-
puted territories. Either through
a democratic process the article
140 is implemented - as condi-
tioned by the Iraqi charter - or
the Kurdistan Parliament must
take the initiative and provide
other alternative options.
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BAGHDAD

Recent attacks are raising
U.S. concern about effort
by militants to regroup

BY TIMOTHY WILLIAMS

At least 75 people were killed and 120
wounded in two explosions in Iraq on
Thursday that shook a quiet residential
Baghdad neighborhood and a restive
city north of the capital where Iranian
tourists were attacked.

Also Thursday, a major leader of the
Sunni insurgency, Abu Omar al-Bagh-
dadi, was captured in Baghdad, said
Maj. Gen. Qassim Atta, the Iraqi Army
official responsible for security in the
capital. Mr. Baghdadi is the leader of the
Islamic State of Iraq, an umbrella group
of Sunni militant forces believed to in-
clude Al Qaeda in Mesopotamia.

The overall level of violence in Iraq is
at its lowest since the U.S. invasion in
2003. But a series of recent attacks,
highly organized and carried out under
tight security in recent weeks, have
raised worries that Baathist and jihadist
militants are regrouping into a smaller
but still lethal insurgency seeking to re-
assert itself as U.S. troops reduce their
presence in before their full withdrawal
in 2011 ‘

In the first bombing, a woman wear-
ing a suicide belt hidden under a black
cloak blew herself up in the Baghdad
district of Karada as dozens of people
lined up at a food giveaway being run by
the Iragi police and Red Crescent,
killing 28, including 12 police officers,
and wounding 50, said an official with

- the Interior Ministry.

Karada, a mixed Sunni-Shiite nexgh-
borhood in central Baghdad, has been
relatively calm for the last several
months. At the time of the bombing,
dozens of women with their children
were receiving handouts of canned to-
matoes, bags of flour and cooking oil on
the street in front of an apartment build-
ing.

In the aftermath, the street was
littered with bags of flour and apples,
and pieces of human flesh attracted
masses of flies. One woman who said
she did not know what had happened to
her children sat on the sidewalk wailing.
Iragis arrived in tears to search for
missing family members.

In the second attack, in Muqdadiya, in
Diyala Province, a bomb went off in a

restaurant where a group of Iranian
tourists were eating lunch, killing 47 and
wounding 70, according to police offi-
cials. All but five of the dead and

APRIL 24,2009

ANMAL AL-RUBAY) /ACENCF YRANEL PRESSE

Residents in the Baghdad district of Karada at the building where a suicide bomber
blew herself up on Thursday, killing 28 people.

wounded appeared to be Iranians. It

was not immediately clear whether the
explosion had been caused by a suicide
bomber.

The site of the bombing was a restau-
rant on a route close to the Iranian bor-
der where Iranian tourists stop on their
way to visit Shiite holy sites in Karbala
and other cities in Irag. Three buses full
of pilgrims — men, women and children

. — had just disembarked and entered

the restaurant when the explosion oc-
curred, the police said.

The insurgent leader who Iraqi au-
thorities said they captured, Mr. Bagh-
dadi, is a figure so shadowy that many,
including the U.S. military, have
doubted that he even exists. In the past,

Iraqi officials have reported Mr. Bagh-

dadi’s arrest or killing, only to say later

that they were wrong, news services re-
ported.

There are no known pictures of the
elusive Iraqi jihadist, and in 2007, the
U.S. military said he was actually a fic-
tional character whose declarations on
audiotape were read by a man named
Abu Abdullah al-Naima.

U.S. officials could not immediately
confirm the arrest.

In November, after President Barack
Obama’s election, a man identifying
himself as Mr. Baghdadi delivered was
a 25-minute audio message in which he
argued that Mr. Obama’s victory repre-
sented a victory for radical Islamic
groups that had battled U.S. forces since
the invasion of Iraq.

“And the other truth that politicians
are embarrassed to admit,” the taped

voice said, “is that their unjust war on
the houses of Islam, with its heavy and
successive losses and the continuous op-
erations of exhaustion of your power and

your economy, were the principal cause
of the collapse of the economic giant.”

U.N. delivers Kirkuk report

A long-awaited United Nations report
that was presented to senior Iraqi offi-
cials proposes several options for Kirkuk
Province, including making it an autono-
mous region, as a way to defuse tensions
between Kurds and Arabs over its oil.

The U.S. military has long been con-
cerned that the dispute over the control

of Kirkuk and its resources could plunge

Irag into a new round of violence and
draw Turkey and Iran into the conflict.
The United Nations provided only

general details. Among them were four

options, each requiring political accom-
modation among Kurds, Turkmens, and
Sunni and Shiite Arabs. Each proposal
envisions keeping the province as a
single entity, and each calls for Kirkuk
residents to decide with a referendum.

51



Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berlicvoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

INT

Therald z

Gribune APRIL 272009

THE WORLD'S DAILY NEWSPAPER

BAGHDAD

Prime minister’s U-turn
risks polarizing country
and hurting security

EY SAM DAGHER

On April 18, U.S. and British officials
from a secretive unit called the Force
Strategic Engagement Cell flew to
Jordan to try to persuade one of Saddam
Hussein’s top generals — the com-
mander of the final defense of Baghdad
in 2003 — to return home to resume ef-
forts to make peace with the new Iraq.
But the Iragi commander, Lt. Gen.
Raad Majid al-Hamdani, rebuffed them:.
After a year of halting talks mediated
by the Americans, he said, he concluded

" that the Iraqi leader, Prime Minister

Nuri Kamal al-Maliki, simply was not in-
terested in reconciliation.

The U.S. appeal, described by General
Hamdani and not previously reported, il-
lustrates what could become one of the
biggest obstacles to stability in Irag. Mr.
Maliki’s pledges to reconcile with some
of the most ardent opponents of his gov-
ernment have given way to what some
say is a hardening sectarianism that
threatens to stoke simmering political
tensions and rising anger over a recent
spate of bombings aimed at Shiites.

On March 28, Mr. Maliki’s Shiite-led
government arrested a prominent
Sunni leader on charges of heading a

secret armed wing of Mr. Hussein’s
Baath Party. A week later, the prime
minister accused Baathists of orches-
trating car bombings that had killed
more than 40 people.

Mr. Maliki’s earlier effort to reunite
the country was one of Washington’s
primary benchmarks for measuring
political progress in Iraq. The goal was
to separate Baathist opponents of the
government who were considercd more

willing to trade violence for political
power from intractable extremists.

Early last year, under intense U.S.
pressure, Mr. Maliki pushed through
Parliament a law to ease restrictions on
the return of Baath Party members to
public life. But 15 months later, the law
has yet to be put into effect.

Mr. Maliki’s retreat risks polarizing
Iragis again and eroding hard-fought
security gains. In bombings on Thurs-
day and Friday alone, 160 people died.
There is no evidence that Baathists
were involved, but fears are rising that
they and jihadi insurgents are increas-

CHRISTOPH BANGERT FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Prime Minister Nuri Kamal al-Maliki, center, pledged to reunite Iraq, backing a law to ease
restrictions on Baathists. But after more than a year, the law has not been put into effect.

ingly cooperating.
Mr. Maliki has changed his tone de-
- spite U.S. pressure to reconcile with
some officials under Mr. Hussein, most
of them Sunni Arabs.

“‘He is no different from the political
and religious leaders who are driven by
emotions and animosity toward any-
thing related to the past,” General
Hamdani said of Mr. Maliki, in a written
response to questions about his talks
with the government.

The prime minister’s return to a hard
line appears to be motivated by a num-
ber of factors. ’

Despite Mr. Maliki’s success in pro-
vincial elections in January and in pro-
jecting himself as a strong nonsectarian
leader, his Dawa Party recognizes that
it still needs his Shiite partners to gov-
ern. And his Shiite rivals, many of whom
are close to Iran, have accused him of
recently orchestrating a wholesale re-
turn of Baathists to bolster his standing
with the Sunni minority.

Ahmad Chalabi, a Shiite politician

- who led the push six years ago to purge

Iraq of the Baath Party, said that, de-

spite Mr. Maliki’s pragmatic efforts to

court Sunni support, the prime minister

retained a visceral hatred for every-
thing associated with the Baath Party
and the brutal former regime.

All of this has bewildered many Sunni

Arabs who advocate reconciliation and

has mobilized the hard-liners.
General Hamdani insisted that he
represented only officials of the formier

military and security apparatus and
was not negotiating for the exiled
Baathist leadership, but he said any con-
cessions from the government would
have inched reconciliation forward.
General Hamdani said that he sensed
this nearly two months ago, when he met
in Amman with representatives of Izzat
Ibrahim al-Douri, a lieutenant of Mr. Hus-
sein who is the last high-ranking fugitive

_from U.S. forces, and who is believed to

be helping to finance the insurgency. The

* two men told General Haindani that Mr.

Douri had sent them to convey approval
of his efforts to regain the jobs and prop-
erty rights of former officers and to relax

 prohibitions against Baathists.

But the hardening of the govern-
nient’s stance on Baathists seems to be
dousing any flicker of optimism.

In a recent message, Mr. Douri rallied
insurgents of all stripes to fight U.S.
troops and Mr. Maliki’s government.

From Washingten'’s point of view, re-
conciliation with approachable Baath-
ists would isolate extremists like Mr.
Douri’s followers. There lies the funda-
mental difference with the Iraqi side.

“The mere ideas of the Baath Party
are dangerous because they are about
conspiracies, infiltration and coups,”
Kamal al-Saedi, a member of Parlia-
ment and one of Mr. Maliki’s partisans
on the government’s reconciliation
committee, said Wednesday.

The U.S. Embassy in Baghdad would
not answer questions about U.S. in-
volvement in reconciliation talks. Gen-
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eral Hamdani said U.S. and British offi-
cials had attended nearly every meeting
since March 2008, in both Amman and
Baghdad, with him, his associates and
the Iragi government.

Mr. Chalabi, the Shiite politician, said
that Lt. Gen. Douglas E. Lute, a National
Security Council adviser, received
promises months ago from one of Mr.
Maliki's aides to be “reasonable” con-
cerning the Baathists. Mr. Maliki’s ad-
viser for reconciliation, Mohammed Sal-
man al-Saady, said he knew nothing of

those promises, but he acknowledge
that Mr. Maliki’s government had “fun-
damental differences’ with Washington
over how far to extend reconciliation.

Mr. Saady said the talks with General
Hamdani stalled because many of his de-
mands were against government policy.
But he underscored the government’s
readiness to engage Baathists who re-
nourniced their party affiliation and ac-
cepted accountability for crimes they
might have committed.

A Baath operative in hiding north of

Baghdad said in an interview that if the
government were serious about recon-
ciliation, it would seek to amend the
Coustitution and let the party resume its
role in public life, like the Communist
Party after the fall of the Soviet Union.

Alissa J. Rubin contributed reporting
from Baghdad, and an Iraqi employee of
The New York Times from Salahuddin
Province.
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BAGHDAD

gaghdad and Mosul
likely to keep American
combat troops in pullback

BY ROD NORDLAND

The United States and Irag are negotiat-
ing possible exceptions to the June 30
deadline for withdrawing American
combat troops from Iragi cities, focus-
ing on the troubled northern city of Mo-
sul, according to military officials. Some
paris of Baghdad also will still have
combat troops.

Everywhere else, the withdrawal of
1.8, combat troops from ‘‘alt Iragi cities,
villages and localities’ is on schedule to
finish by the deadline, and in many
cases even earlier. But because of the
ievel of insurgent activity in Mosul, U.S.
and Iraqgi military officials met on Mon-
day to decide whether to consider the
city an exception to the deadline in the
Status of Forces Agreement, or SOFA,
between the couniries.

“Mosul is the one area where you
may see U.S. combat forces operating in
the city” after June 30, the U.S. mili-
tary’s top spokesman in Irag, Maj. Gen.
David Perkins, said in an interview.

In Baghdad, however, there are no

ptans to close the Camp Victory base .

complex, consisting of five bases hous-

ing more than 20,000 soldiers, many of

them combat troops. Although Victory
is only a 15-minute drive from the center
of Baghdad and sprawls over both sides
of the city’s boundary, Iraqi officials say
they have agreed to consider it outside
the city.

In addition, Forward Operating Base
Fatcon, which can hold 5,000 combat
troops, will alse remain after June 30. It
is just within Baghdad’s southern city
limits. Again, Iraqi officials have classi-
fied it as effectively outside Baghdad, so
no exception to the agreement needs to
be granted, in their view.

MAYA ALLERUZZO/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Because of insurgent activity in the Iragi city of Mosul, U.S. combat troops like these may
be allowed to stay there, and in parts of Baghdad, past the June 30 withdrawal deadline.

Combat troops with the 7th Field Ar-
tillery Regiment will remain in the heart
of Baghdad at Camp Prosperity, located
near the new American Embassy com-
pound in the Green Zone.

In addition to providing a quick reac-
tion force, and guarding the embassy
and noncombat troops from attack,
those soldiers will also continue to sup-

port Iragi troops who are now in nomin-

al charge of maintaining security in the
Green Zone.

The details of troop withdrawals and
the handing over of facilities are negoti-

ated by the Joint Military Operations Co-
ordinating Committee, jointly led by the
top American commander in Iraq, Gen.
Ray Odierno, and the Iraqi defense min-
ister, Abdul Qadir al-Obaidi. At its meet-
ing on Monday, the committee was to
discuss a host of related issues, as well as
whether to grant any exceptions to the
June 30 deadline, and it planned to make
recommendations to Prime Minister
Nuri Kamal al-Maliki for a final decision.

The spokesman for the Iragi military,
Maj. Gen. Muhammad al-Askari, who is
also the secretary to the commiltee’s

Iragi contingent, said also that a decision
on Mosul would be made at the Monday
meeting, which he called ““critical.”

“I personally think even in Mosul
there will be no American forces in the
city, but that’s a decision for the Iraqi
government and the Iraqi prime minis-
ter,” General Askari said.

General Perkins also expressed spe-
cific concerns about Mosul, noting how
important the city is to Al Qaeda in
Mesopotamia, the homegrown group
that American intelligence officials say
is led by foreigners.

“For Al Qaeda to win, they have to
take Baghdad. To survive they have to
hold on to Mosul,” he said. ‘“Mosul is
sort of their last area where they have
some maybe at least passive support.”

Reporting was contributed by Suadad N.
Al-Salhy in Baghdad and employees of The
New York Times in Diwaniya, Bagouba,
Falluja, Kut, Mosul and Sulaimaniya.
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REUTERS B

Roadside Bomb Kkills 9 in Turkey, police detain

2 suicide bombers

Reuters - 29 April 2009 By Ibon Villelabeitia

ANKARA, Turkey - Nine soldiers were killed in southeast Turkey in
the worst attack in months and police detained two suspected suicide
bombers in the capital on Wednesday in an escalation of tensions.

The incidents were blamed on militant groups including the separa-
tist Kurdistan Workers Party fighting a 25-year conflict with the
authorities over rights in southeast Turkey.

Police had warned regional police forces across Turkey of possible
suicide attacks by groups linked to the PKK.

A woman carrying explosives and pretending to be a student detona-
ted a bomb at Bitkent University in Ankara during a visit by a former
justice minister, authorities said.

Hours after, a second suspected suicide bomber was detained in the
capital, Turkish broadcaster NTV said. No further information was
immediately available.

Violence blamed on Kurdish rebels and leftist groups that operate in
the predominantly Muslim country have long weighed on its export-
driven economy.

However, stocks and the lira currency shrugged off the attacks, pos-
ting gains as investors focussed on U.S. data pointing towards a reco-
very rather than violence.

The suspected suicide bomber, who had approached former minister
Hikmet Sami Turk who regularly visits the university, was wounded
but nobody ¢lse was hurt.

Turk was hated by left-wing groups for his policies when he was in
office. Fle had received death threats.

"A person pretending to be a student girl entered the building. 1t is

obvious that this was a suicide bomber. She was wounded and is in
detention now,” Ankara Governor Kemal Onal said, adding she had
1 kg of explosives on her body.

PKK ATTACK?

In a separate attack blamed on PKK rebels, nine soldiers died while
on patrol in the restive mainly Kurdish southeast.

Armed Forces commander General Ilker Basbug told a news confe-
rence in Ankara a powerful homemade bomb had hit a tank and an
armoured personnel vehicle in the province of Diyarbakir.

The attacks raised fresh tensions in European Union candidate
Turkey, where the economy has been hard hit by the global economic
crisis.

Security forces are fighting PKK rebels in a 25-year separatist conflict
that has claimed the lives of 40,00 people and hurt stability in the
region.

The PKK, branded a terrorist organisation by Washington and the
European Union, has been militarily weakened by Turkey's improved
cooperation with northern Iraqi authorities against PKK guerrillas
who stage attacks into Turkish territory from Iraq.

The government has recently launched a crackdown on Kurdish mili-
tants and Kurdish politicians suspected of having links with the PKK
in raids that threaten to inflame tensions in the southeast.

A poor showing by the ruling AK Party in the southeast in last
month's municipal elections has also put renewed pressure on the
government to address the root cause of the conflict.

Kurds have long complained of discrimination against them by the
state and have called for political and cultural rights.

AL JAZEERA

APRIL 28, 2009

et

ALJAZEERA BET

PKK 'ready for
peace’ with
Turkey

A KURDISH GROUP that has led an armed strug-

the PKK as a terrorist organisation, and Ankara has
tried to use the Iraqi Kurdish political parties to help
them crush their opponents.

"Turkey's new policy is to involve the Kurdistan
Regional Government,” Karalyan said.

"They used to have a red line not to deal with the
regional administration in northern Iraq. Now they
are in direct contact with them.

"The Turkish government wants the KRG to fight us.
| do not expect the KRG to use force, but they have
been taking measures against us restricting our

gle against the Turkish government for more than
two decades has told Al Jazeera it is ready for a
peaceful resolution to the conflict.

Murad Karalyan, leader of the Kurdistan Workers'
Party (PKK), said his organisation remains on alert
against the Turkish military, but is also open to
resolving the conflict peacefully.

"Now, the situation is very delicate and dangerous.
There are two possibilities, and we are ready for
both - a big war or a peaceful resolution to the
conflict,” he told Al Jazeera's Zeina Khodr from a
secret location in Irag's Qandil mountains.

About 40,000 people have died in the 25-year
conflict between the Turkish authorities and the out-
lawed PKK, which is fighting for autonomy for Kurds
living in southeast Turkey.

Solution 'near’

The PKK is closer than ever before to a negotiated
solution with Ankara, Karalyan said.

"Turkey wasn't able to get rid of us militarily and they
also tried politically and they failed. That is why a
political solution is close,” he said.

The PKK has bases ranged across Irag's Qandil
mountains, in an area where the Iragi Kurdistan
Regional Government (KRG) does not have a pre-
sence.

The group's attempts to win self-rule for Turkish
Kurds has been frustrated by a lack of support from
other nations in the region, who each fear that reco-
gnising their own Kurdish communities' claims for
autonomy could provoke instability.

But in the Kurdish heartland in southeast Turkey, the
Democratic Society Party (DTP), a party which the
PKK supports, won in local elections last January.

"If they get rid of the PKK in northern Irag, it doesn't
mean we are finished because we are inside Turkey
and we are strong," Karalyan said.

Turkish 'plan’
The United States and Turkey have both designated

movements. The Turks want them to do more than
that.”

But Massoud Barzani, the president of the KRG,
said that although Turkey wants his administration
to move militarily against the PKK it will not do so.

"We are ready and we will not accept our land to be
used to help any party to threaten and destabilise
our region. We will not be part of anything to solve it
militarily," he said.

"The PKK is an internal Turkish problem. We are
ready to be part of trying to find a peaceful solution.
Not more than that. No pressure and no military
solution.”

The Iragi government, led by Nuri al-Maliki, in 2007
signed a memorandum of understanding with
Ankara pledging to rid Mount Qandil of PKK figh-
ters, but Baghdad has failed to dislodge them.
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UN urges dialogue between Arabs, Kurds over Tamim

MICHAEL JANSEN

AMID RISING tensions in northern
Iraq, « UN commission has urged Arabs
and Kurds to resolve their dispute over oil-
rich Tamim province by preserving its
unity and sharing power. UN special
representative Staffan de Mistura has sent
copies of the commission’s partially lea-
ked document to president Jalal Talabani,
his deputies, prime minister Nuri al-
Maliki, and Kurdish regional president
Massoud Barzani.

The report, authored by a 15-member
team of diplomats and constitutional
experts, consists of separate studies of 14
disputed districts in Nineveh, Salahuddin,
and Dyala in addition to Tamim. The
Kurds claim all of Tamim and Kirkuk, its
capital, as their historical homeland. But
local Arab and Turkomen reject this claim,
Baghdad refuses to cede control, and
Ankara, the self-proclaimed protector of
the Turkomen, has threatened to intervene

TWariErilmg
April 29, 2009

if the Kurds attempt to seize Tamim.

The UN put forward four options for
Tamim, all treating the province as a sin-
gle entity and none giving it to the Kurds.
All four “use the constitution of Iraq as the
starting point for handling Kirkuk, require
a political agreement among the parties
and then some form of a confirmatory
referendum”, the report says. But the UN
makes no specific recommendations
“regarding the future administrative juris-
diction of {the 15] areas.” The UN also
suggests confidence-building measures
for each of the localities.

“We are all-too aware that tensions
have recently risen in parts of the disputed
areas, and also that there are more issues
than just the territorial ones that divide the
parties. That is why we have done the
work in the way we have, and that is why
we are hoping that sustained and serious
dialogue will now follow,” Mr de Mistura
stated.

International Crisis Group analyst

Joost Hiltermann believes the report will
be rejected. I think it presents a brilliant
opportunity for compromise, but I'm not
convinced either party is ready for that.
Both likely think they can win more if
they fight.”

The Kurdish leaders have made com-
promise difficult because they have “been
telling their people that Kirkuk is theirs”
and they cannot accept less, he says.

The Kurds have long wanted to
expand beyond the borders of their three-
province autonomous region into areas
where the population once was Kurdish.
Iraq’s past rulers settled Arabs in these
areas and redrew the boundaries of these
provinces to ensure Arab majorities.
Analysts argue that the Arab-Kurdish pro-
blem constitutes the greatest threat to the
stability of the country.

Ho

Kurds want U.S. forces to remain

in northern Iraq

"We're working with the Kurds on goals they have set including

BAGHDAD — The U.S. military is stepping up efforts to head off the risk of
war between the Baghdad government and the Kurdish autonomous zone in
northern Irag as the U.S. withdraws its forces.

Officials said senior U.S. officials have been urging both the
government of Prime Minister Nouri Al Maliki as well as the
Kurdish Regional Government in Irbil to reconcile. KRG has
asserted that Al Maliki was using the army to force Kurds out of
Kirkuk, the oil capital of northern Iraq.

"An outbreak of violence between the peshmerga [Kurdish
forces]} and the Iraqi security forces would adversely impact the
progress the country has made, and I told the Kurdish leaders
that,” U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff chairman Adm. Michael Mullen
said.

KRG has quietly asked the United States, which has helped
develop oil infrastructure, to retain up to 50,000 troops in the
autonomous Kurdish area, including Kirkuk.

"The Kurds like us and they don't want us to leave," Lucy
Tamtyn, chief of the U.S.-led reconstruction team in Irbil, said.

essential services, rule of law issues and developing the private
sector.”

On April 26, Mullen toured Irbil in the highest-level U.S. visit
to KRG in 2009. Officials said Mullen's visit reflected stepped-up
U.S. efforts to defuse growing tension between military and secu-
rity forces loyal to Al Maliki and KRG units.

"They know this must not be allowed to happen,” Muilen said.

QOver the last 18 months, Baghdad and KRG have been
arguing over the authority of the Kurdish government. Irbil has
been devetoping Kurdish security forces while signing contracts
with Western companies to develop energy resources.

Officials said the tension between Baghdad and Irbil has focu-
sed on the future of Kirkuk. In 2009, Al Maliki security forces cla-
shed with KRG units in Kirkuk as the Iraq Army began to dismiss
Kurdish commanders.

The prospect of a conflict was expected to increase over the
next year as the U.S. military withdraws from Iraq.

REUTERS B
RUSSIAN VILLAGERS ATTACK
KURDISH HOMES IN C.ASIA

BISHKEK, April 27,2009 (Reuters) -

A GROUP of Russian and Kyrgyz villagers pillaged the homes of
ethnic Kurds in Kyrgyzstan in protest again the alleged rape of a
four-year-old Russian girl, police said on Monday.

Tensions flared in the village of Petrovka late on Sunday when local
villagers accused a Kurdish man of rape and started burning cars,
throwing stones and smashing windows.

"The situation is under control now," said Interior Ministry spokes-
man Bakyt Seitov. "No one was injured or killed. Russian and Kyrgyz
men were on one side, and Kurds on the other.”

He said police had detained the rape suspect and were investigating
the matter. Ethnic violence is rare in Central Asia, a former Soviet
region where Turkic-speaking groups live along side Persians,
Russians, Chinese and others.

In the last major case, hundreds of Kazakhs clashed with Chechens
near the Kazakh financial capital of Almaty in 2007. Several people
were killed.
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Kﬁrdistan Region's 2009 budget to be discussed next week

The 2009 Kurdistan budget is estimated to be more than 8 trillion IQD
(approximately 7 billion USD)

By The Kurdish Globe

Kurdistan Region's 2009 bud-
get has already been drafted
and ready for debate by the
Regional Council of Ministers.

Sheikh Bayiz Talabani,
Kurdistan Regional
Government's (KRG) Minister
of Finance, told a local Kurdish
news website that the Council
of Ministers was supposed to
meet on Monday April 13th
2009 for discussions around the
draft budget and negotiations
ahout the ministries and other
govemnment institutions’ expen-
diture and budgets. However,
the meeting was postponed to
the following week, mainly due
to a visit by the Palestinian
President Mahmoud Abbas to
Erbil, explained Minister
Talabani.

The Finance Minister
confirmed that the draft was
completed and was only awai-
ting approval by the Ministerial
Council, Parliament and finally
by the Region's Presidency
Council. He also said that in the
ininisterial council's upcoming
meeting, the budgets for all the
ministries would also be discus-
sed.

According to the Finance
Ministry, the exact percentage
of the budget allocated for the
operation budget and invest-
ment budget is still unknown.

REUTERS

However, it is expected that the
share of the investment budget
fromn the total budget for this
year is 2.303 trillion IQD
(around 2 billion USD) or
27.8% of the total. In turn the
share of the operations budget
is expected to be 5.979 trillion
IQD (approximately 5 billion
USD) or 72.2% of the overall
total of 8.282 trillion IQD (7
billion USD).

Iraq's 2009 national budget,
which was recently approved
and went into effect approxima-
tely four and a half months after
its original deadline, is 70 tril-
lion IQD (approximately 59 bil-
lion USD). The national budget
deficit for this year is 17 billion
USD, according to Iraqi
Minister of Finance, Bayan al-
Zubaidi.

The Iraqi government
published the final approved
2009 budget, with a decree to
start its implementation on
Monday April 13th.

Under normal circumstan-
ces, the new budget should
have been effective from
January 1st 2009, since the vali-
dity of 2008 budget ended on
December 3 Ist 2008. However,
some problems contributed to
the lengthy delays in its appro-
val and implementation. The
most prominent obstacle was
fluctuations in the price of oil
on international markets, which
had a major impact on the for-

mation of the budget.

Since more than 80% of the
country's budget comes from
o0il revenues, oil price fluctua-
tions have significant ramifica-
tions on financial decisions by
the government.

The historic crash of oil pri-
ces in the world markets has
reduced Iraq's oil-dependent
budget to a large extent and has
therefore forced the decision-
makers to make substantial cuts
in the public sector’s expenditu-
res and the ministries' budgets
for the year 2009.

In an interview with Sharg
al-Awsat Newspaper, Minister
al-Zubaidi warned about an
upcoming financial crisis in
Iraq in the coming year if oil
prices continued to drop.

She said that her country is
currently exporting 1.8 million
barrels of oil per day. However,
in an effort to compensate for
the sharp cut in revenue inflic-
ted by the drop in the value of
oil, it is aiming to boost its oil
production to 2 million barrels
per day.

Beside the setbacks caused
by changes in global oil prices,
some other issues contributed
in delaying the approval of this
year's budget. The main one
was the dispute around
Kurdistan Region's 17% share
of the budget and the expendi-
tures of the council of presi-
dency, council of minister and

council of representatives.

Much akin to the two pre-
vious years, Kurdistan Region
was finally able to guarantee its
17% of the budget after long
and tough discussions with
other political groups inside the
parliament, some of whom acti-
vely campaigned to reduce the
Kurdish share.

The 17% share of the bud-
get for Kurdistan had been tem-
porarily defined by the Iraqi
permanent constitution based
on the results of the parliamen-
tary elections in 2005. This rate
can only be fixed by a nation-
wide population census, in
which the actual breakdown of
the countries population can be
determined.

Mainly Arab  political
groups claim that the popula-
tion of Kurdistan Region is not
17% of the total population of
the country and thus the region
should be allocated much less
than this share. Kurds, on the
other hand, while currently
satisfied with the percentage,
believe that they are entitled to
some 22% of the budget since,
according to their estimates,
their population is more than
17% and the 2005 elections did
not reflect the region's popula-
tion accurately due to political
factors that prevailed at the
time of the elections.

TWENTY KILLED IN CLASH IN WESTERN

IRAN-REPORT
TEHRAN, April 25,2009 (Reuters) -

GUNMEN killed 10 Iranian police in an attack in western Iran late on
Friday, the ISNA news agency reported on Saturday.

ISNA said 10 "armed bandits” were also killed in the clash in
Kermanshah province, which borders Iraq and is home to many of the
Islamic Republic's minority Kurds. ISNA did not give detail on the
identity of the attackers.

tranian forces often clash with guerrillas from the Party of Free Life of
Kurdistan (PJAK), an offshoot of the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK).
The PKK took up arms in 1984 to fight for a Kurdish homeland in sou-
theast Turkey.

REUTERS B
ISRAEL "TROUBLED" BY TURKISH-SYRIAN

MILITARY DRILL
JERUSALEM, April 27,2009 (Reuters) -

ISRAEL is troubled by an unprecedented military exercise between
its alty, Turkey, and its arch-foe Syria, Isracli Defence Minister Ehud
Barak said on Monday.

Ankara announced on Sunday it would hold its first drill with Syria
this week, using ground forces in a border area that has been the focus

of a 25-year conflict between Turkey and separatist Kurdish rebels.

Israel has extensive defence ties to Turkey, a NATO member and
among the few Muslim nations to have built an alliance with the
Jewish state. The Israeli and Turkish air forces and navies have held
joint exercises.

"Today we see a Syrian-Turkish drill, which is certainly a troubling
development,” Barak told reporters. "But I believe that the strategic
ties between Israel and Turkey will overcome even Turkey's need to
take part in this drill.”
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Herald

Stakes high
as Turkey

talks peace

Judy
Dempsey

LETTER FROM EUROPE

BERLIN For several months, the lead-
ers of Turkey and Armenia have defied
the nationalists of both countries by
holding secret talks in Switzerland in a
bid to end a conflict in a highly volatile
region on the fringes of Europe.
Nearly a century after the Ottoman
Empire’s massacre of about one mil-
lion Armenian Christians in 1915, Tur-
key’s president, Abdullah Gul, and his
Armenian counterpart, Serzh Sargsy-
an, have reached a breakthrough in
their immensely delicate negotiations.
Last week, they agreed to a road
map that could lead to the resumption
of diplomatic relations and the reopen-
ing of the borders. If

“The south- the agreement suc-

ceeds, it will have
ern Caucasus g

huge significance for
could finally the region. “The
become southern Caucasus
stable and at-  could finally become
tractive for stable and attractive
investors.” for investors,” said

Suat Kiniklioglu, a

Turkish legislator
and spokesman for the Parliament’s
Foreign Affairs Committee.

If so, the powers that will dominate
in the region will be neither the United
States nor the E.U., which have done
little to encourage this peace process.

Instead, it will be Turkey and Russia
— two former empires — that are at-
tempting to re-establish their influence
in aregion rich in gas and oil and an

- important transit route to Europe.

The biggest winner could be Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, the Turkish prime
minister and leader of the pro-Islamist
Justice and Development Party. Since
coming to power in 2003, Mr. Erdogan

- has forged ahead with reforms de-

signed to prepare Turkey for E.U.

- membership.

" He has radically curtailed the influ-
ence of the military, which had hindered
reforms, fearing it would lose its politic-

wigs Gribune APRIL 30, 2009

alrole. The generals supported a vigor-
ous pro-United States foreign policy at
the expense of relations with their
neighbors. That undervalued Turkey’s
strategic role in a region sandwiched
between Europe and Central Asia.

Mr. Erdogan changed all that. He de-
vised a “‘Neighborhood Policy” in
which Turkey’s national interests would
increasingly be defined by its relations
with its neighbors — Bulgaria and Syr-
ia, Azerbaijan and Georgia, Iraq and
Iran. And Armenia, the thorniest of all.

“The decision to seek normalization
with Armenia is a Turkish initiative,”

. said Richard Giragosian, director of the

Armenian Center for National and In-
ternational Studies, based in Yerevan.
“It is not a plan to please the U.S. or ap-
pease the E.U. It is about Turkey’s na-
tional interests.”

The United States has long called for
the resumiption of ties between Turkey
and Armenia. But successive U.S. presi-
dents have come under pressure from
the powerful Armenian diaspora and na-
tionalists who insisted Turkey first rec-
ognize that the 19I5 massacre of Armeni-
ans was a genocide before restoring ties.

But under the influence of the army,
successive Turkish governments have
made it a focal point of national pride

not to admit to genocide, even making
it a crime to speak of the Armenian
massacre as such. Mr. Erdogan already
had to take a very big step to agree to
establish a special historical commis-
sion with Armenia so that this issue
will not derail the diplomatic efforts.

The E.U. has played no constructive
role as Turkey’s accession talks with
Brussels have become bogged down in
recriminations. France and Germany
are staunchly opposed to Turkey joining
the E.U. despite Turkey’s strategic role
in this part of Europe, and its reforms.
As aresult, “The E.U.is less and less
popular here, which is very frustrating
for aleadership that is serious about re-
forms,” said Suat Kiniklioglu, a Turkish
legisiator and spokesman for the Parlia-
ment’s Foreign Affairs Committee.

So with the United States and the
E.U. relegated to the sidelines, Mr. Er-
dogan has embarked on a strategy that
reflects Turkey’s national interests but
oue that carries risks.

Domestically, Mr. Erdogan has to
deal with fiery nationalists and a dan-
gerously disgruntled military, which

oppose a rapprochement with Armenia.

In the region, Turkey could spoil its

~ relations with Azerbaijan, a country

linguistically and economically close to
Turkey and rich in oil and gas.
Turkey supported Azerbaijan during

" the 1992 war in Nagorno-Karabakh —
¢ an ethnic Armenian enclave within

Azerbaijan. Since a cease-firec agree-

- ment in 1994, ethnic Armenian forces

have occupied at least one-eighth of
Azerbaijan while Turkey has sealed its
borders with Armenia, making Ar-

menia dependent on Russia for its eco-
nomic survival.

With Turkey’s shift in foreign policy,
Azerbaijan is becoming nervous. It
fears that Turkey and Armenia would
normalize relations without resolving
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.

“There is now a great opportunity to
link the normalization of relations be-
tween Turkey and Armenia to ending
the conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh,”
said Leila Alieva, director of the Na-
tional Committee on Azerbaijan’s Inte-
gration in Europe. ““If there is no link-
age, the momentum could be lost, and
it could change the direction of
Azerbaijan’s foreign policy.” Indeed, if

. Azerbaijan felt betrayed by the Turk-

ish-Armenian rapprochement, it could
turn to Russia, said Ms. Alieva.
Russia, which during the Nagorno-
Karabakh war had supported Armenia
and even now controls Armenia’s tele-

_ comumunications, energy and rail net-

works, has already moved to set itself
up as a peacemaker. With Turkey’s
support, it has begun to negotiate a

- pullout of Armenian forces from occu-

pied territories of Azerbaijan that could
allow the return of Azeri refugees.
Therewards are big. Azerbaijan

‘would regain control of most of its terri-

tory and Russia would be in a stronger
position to seek an energy deal with
Azerbaijan — even though Azerbaijan
is negotiating with the E.U. to supply
gas to Europe’s Nabucco pipeline. Rus-
sia too could become the guarantor of
any peace agreement by sending Rus-
sian peacekeeping troops to Karabakh,
bolstering its influence in the region.
Finally, a normalization of relations
between Armenia and Turkey would
also weaken Georgia, which Russia in-
vaded last August. Once the borders
are reopened, Armenia could become a

“new transit route for energy and other

goods, thus marginalizing Georgia,
which is Russia’s aim, according to
Richard Giragosian.

For the United States and Europe,
the result of this entire process could be -
ambiguous. The volatile southern Cau-
casus, a breeding ground for corrup-
tion, drug and human traffickingand

‘miserable governance, could become

much more peaceful and prosperous.
But uniess Europe and the United
States embrace the big changes taking
place in Turkey, they could Jose much
influence, as Turkey and Russia, the
new regional superpowers, return to
their historic spheres of influence.

E-MAIL jdempsey@iht.com
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In June 2009 lranians will go to the polis
to elect their next president. lran does not
have stable party structures, but rather
loose coalitions of individuals and interest
groups. However, two main political camps
can be identified, namely the so-called re-
formists and the non-reformists. Both jus-
tify their existence and their activities on
the basis of Khomeini's Islamist ideology,
their revolutionary credentials and the war
record of their members.

The reformists consist of the Islamic' Left,
who are former radicals, and the ‘techno-
cratic’ or ‘modern’ right, who are gener-
ally pro-free market and include the circles
close to former president Rafsanjani. Their
traditional opposition during the 1980s and
1990s came from the conservative bloc and
its aligned clerics who block reform candi-
dates deemed too liberal and ‘western’,

Although the conservatives are still power-
ful, their role in politics is declining. They
have not recovered from their defeat at the
ballot box with Khatami's election as presi-
dentin 1997 and have since turned increas-
ingly to extremist groups to derail the reform
process. In addition, they face opposition
from within their own ranks in the form of a
new generation of war veterans who run on
a service-based and technocratic agenda,
feeding on popular grievances. The elec-
tions of 2004, 2005 and 2008 demonstrate
this new dynamic. In 2004, former and cur-
rent Revolutionary Guards were allowed to
stand for the first time, and in the following
year's presidential election former Guard
Ahmadinejad was elected with the support
of the disaffected population. The conserv-
ative elites did not regard him as a serious
politician — he was expected to win populist
votes and push back reformists, but then to
hand the important positions both to radical
fundamentalists and conservatives.

In fact, he broadly ignored the conserva-
tives once in power although he did have to
accept some as cabinet ministers. The ex-
tent to which Ahmadinejad turned the tables
can be seen in the 2008 elections where
the conservatives’ only choice was to block
reformists and accept Ahmadinejad's lead,

having no strong champion of their own.

The 2008 elections were also significant

because of the crystallising of two new po-
litical currents on the right in addition to the
anti-reformist conservatives and the 'mod-
ern’ right reformists: the hardline United

Copyright: HASAN SARBAKHSHIAN/AP/SIPA

Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
speaks during a ceremony to mark the 30th
anniversary of the 1979 Islamic revolution.

Front of Fundamentalists (pro-Ahmadine-
jad) and the more moderate Broad Coali-
tion of Fundamentalists (which attracts all
anti-Ahmadinegjad elements within the po-
litical right and beyond). There are thus po-
tentially four presidential candidates from
the right. Both the new movements brand
themselves as ‘fundamentalists'— indicating
the return to the revolutionary discourse of
the 1980s — and are not ideologically poles

- apart. The United Front seems the stronger

‘party’, but Ahmadinejad’s personal power
base is becoming increasingly centralised
and strengthened.

On the reformist side, the main candidates
are Mir Hossein Mussavi and Ayatollah
Karrubi, now that Khatami has withdrawn
from the race. Reformists have had to re-
act to the return to ideologisation, hence
the return to prominence of staunch revo-
lutionary Mir Hossein Moussavi, who also
has appeal among the disenfranchised. He
underscores the reformists’ revolutionary
credentials, and he redefines the reform
movement as a return to revolutionary val-
ues — in clear contradiction to the actual
policies conducted during the two reformist
Khatami presidencies.

ANALYSIS N

N'S PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS

The European Foreign & Security Policy Institute

ﬁﬁs&?

The extremist right sees the upcoming elec-
tion as a make-or-break affair, and are de-
termined to do away with the reform move-
ment altogether, now that they already have
contro! of the parliament. By polarising the
contest, they are also squeezing the more
moderate fundamentalists. The reform-
ists’ chances of success depend solely on
high voter turnout, and it is by no means
certain that anti-Ahmadinejad sentiment will
be enough to bring the urban liberals and
Sunni minorities who supported Khatami
in the past out in large numbers. Besides,
Khatami knew that if he were to have won
the elections, the forces that derailed the
reform process in the 1990s would imme-
diately have take action against his presi-
dency. The worst-case scenario would have
been that violence and political pressure
would have forced him to resign. Hence his
stepping out of the electoral process can be
interpreted as a step to improve the chanc-
es for another reformist candidate. But any
reformist government would face stiff parlia-
mentary resistance as well as possible vio-
lent resistance from shadowy groups. This
would force it to enlist the help of the Higher
National Security Council, ‘which already
acts as an alternative to the government,
and the Supreme Leader’s office, the only
body with the potential to rein in Iran’s radi-
cal zealots — the very two institutions whose
power the reformists would fike to curtail.

Yet if these problems can be managed,
the reform process could resume, albeit
in a watered-down version and preserving
Iran's Islamist identity. On the other hand,
if Ahmadinejad wins, the relatively broad
scope of political participation for vari-
ous ideological and political trends will be
dramatically reduced as the reformists are
pushed aside and, most likely, purged. This
would also mean the final legitimisation of
the Revolutionary Guards’ control over the
economy, complementing the tax-free cash
cows of the ‘pious’ foundations and further
suffocating free enterprise. Finally, it would
strengthen their indirect and direct control
over the executive branch. Former Guard
members already control most of the parlia-
ment, are present in the government and,
of course, in the Higher National Security
Council. The result would be some kind of
‘authoritarian normalisation’. Iran would be
autocratic and unarguably post-revolution-
ary; the intellectual and political dynamism
of Khomeini and his followers, which con-
founded friend and foe of the regime alike,
would by then have completely vanished.
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Pétrole irakien : les etrangers
indispensables mais pas bienvenus

a reprise de l'industrie pétro-
liére en Irak n'est encore

§ qu'upe illusion. Le gouverne-
ment irakien a pour objectif de
quasiment doubler sa production
—4 4,5 millions de barils par jour—
au cours des cing prochaines
années. Mais impossible d'attein-
dre ce niveau sans'aide étrangere.
Pourtant, pourl'instant, les étran-
gers ne sont pas particuliéerement
les bienvenus.

Certes, le groupe anglo-néerlan-
dais Royal Dutch Shell a signé un
accord préliminaire avec le minis-
tére irakien du pétrole pour met-
tre la main sur le torchage du gaz
dans la région de Bassora (sud du
pays). Mais la commission du

pétrole et du gaz du Parlement ira-
kien refuse toujours de donner
sonaval (bien que Yaccord se chif-
fre & 3 milliards d’euros). Pour cet-
te derniére, c'est au Parlement
d'avoir Je dernier mot, et nonau
ministere. Les députés menacent
aussi d’annuler un contrat de servi-
ce d'une durée prévue de vingt ans
avecla China National Petroleum
Company, pour développer le
champ pétrolifére d’Al-Ahdab.

Et bien que la sécurité resteun
sujet de préoccupation majeur, les
grandes compagnies pétroliéres
misent sur une diminution de la
violence. Pas moins de trente-
deuxentreprises ont déja pris part
aunappel d’offres pour dévelop-
per des champs pétroliferes. Mais,

comine le prouve I'affaire Shell,
sans une solide loi sur les hydrocar-
bures enIrak, toute action est hau-.
tement risquée. Depuis plusde
deux ans, les querelles politiques
ont bloqué tout projet de loi au Par-
lement. De plus, la division des ter-
ritoires a exploiter est vivement
contestée, tant au niveau national
qu'entrel'Irak et les étrangers.
Cette impasse politique expli-
que pourquoi si peu de contrats
ont été lancés. Carméme les
contrats de services pétroliers font
I'objet de controverses, alors qu'ils
générent bien moins d'investisse-
ments étrangers que les contrats
de partage de la production. Shell
s'impatiente. La compagnie se dit
méme préte a faire équipe avecles
sociétés chinoises PetroChina et
Sinopec pour d’autres contrats.
Mais sil'accord préliminaire avec
Shell est annulé pour des raisons
politiques, il est fort probable que

21 AVRIL 2009

L'opposition de droite natio-
naliste a remporté, dimanche,
les élections législatives de la
«République turque de Chypre
du Nord», un territoire non
reconnu par les Nations unies.
Servi par ia crise économigue,
le Parti de Uunité nationale [UBP]
Vemporte avec 44 % des voix. Une
défaite pour le président Mehmet
Ali Talat [CTP, centre gauche}, qui
s’était déclaré favorable a une
réunification de Uile, divisée
depuis Uintervention militaire
turqgue de 1974.

Est-ce la fin

du processus
de réunification
de Uile?

En 2008, le président en exercice
Mehmet Ali Talat a engagé des
discussions avec son homologue
chypriotegrecDemetris Cristofias,
envue d'une réunification del'ile,
sous égide de 'ONU. Cette négo-
ciation est rendue difficile parle
souvenir du rejet par référendum,
en 2004, de cette solution par les
électeurs chypriotes grecs. Elle est
aujourd’hui menacée parlarrivée
au pouvoir du parti de la droite
nationaliste. Son chef, 'ancien

premier ministre Dervis Eroglu
(UBP), est connu pour son oppo-
sition a toute unification des deux
parties de Chypre. Dans ces condi-
tions, les assurances fournies par
P'UBP surlapoursuite des négocia-
tions apparaissentbienmaigres.
D’un c6td, le nouveau chef de la
majorité se veut rassurant. Il a
affirmé que « la poursuite des né-
gociations deréunification estl'une

" des priorités du Partidel'unité na-

tionale». De Vautre, la marge de
manceuvre duprésident Talat, qui
reste chargé des négociations de
réunification, pourrait étre con-
sidérablement réduite. En effet, il
sera dorénavant accompagnéd’un
membre de 'UBP a chaque ren-
contre avec des représentants de
la partie grecque. Officiellement,
les négociations entre Chypriotes
turcs et grecs vont continuer. Mais
en pratique, la victoire dela droite
nationaliste menace delesfreiner
considérablement.

En quoi ce résultat
peut-il géner

la candidature turgue
a U'Union

Héritée d'une intervention
militaire turque, en 1974, la di-

vision de V'ile constitue I'un des
obstacies diplomatiques ma-
jeurs aladhésion dela Turquie a
I'Union européenne, En effet, sur
les 35 chapitres des négociations
d’adhésion, 8 sont direciement ge-
1és par Bruxelles en raison dela
non-reconnaissance par Ankara
de I'un de ses membres. Il s’agit
de la République de Chypre, ad-
ministrée par le gouvernement
chypriote grec, et quirestelaseule
reconnue par la communauté in-
ternationale. Tout ce qui pourrait
retarder une unification de I'fle,
seule solution acceptable pourla
Turquie de ce casse-téte diploma-
tique, retarde automatiquement
toute perspective d’'adhésion. Le
référendum de 2004, a ce titre,
apparait comme une occasion
manquée pour Ankara. Le «oui»

des Chypriotes turcs au plan de
réunification de I’ile n’a pas pu
aboutir, 2 cause du rejet massif
du plan par la partie grecque.

A ce jour, la Turquie n’a pu
ouvrir que dix des chapitres d'une
adhésion négociée depuis 2005,
et le contexte reste difficile pour
ie premier ministre turc Recep
Tayyip Erdogan (AKP, droit€
musulmane) qui s'est engagé
4 faire avancer la perspective
d’une Turquie en Europe. Lors

Sans une solide loi
sur les hydrocarbures
en Irak, toute action
est trés risquee

les autres appels d'offres — organi-
sés par le ministere du pétrole —ne
prennent jamais forme.

Ily a quelques mois, certains
ont dit avec ironie quel'occupa-
tionaméricaine avait sécurisé le
pays pour permettre ala Chine de
développer ses champs de pétrole.

-Des paroles faciles. En effet, &

moins que les hommes politiques
irakiens ne se mettent d'accord sur
une loi sur les hydrocarbures, 'oc-
cupation et la sécurisation des vas-
tes réserves de pétrole du pays
pourraient finalement ne profiter
apersonne. 8
Fiona Maharg-Bravo
(Traduction de Séverine Gautron)

w  Lavictoire des nationalistes aux leégislatives
aunord de Chypre géne la Turquie

du dernier sommet de ’'Otan, le
3 avril, Nicolas Sarkozy aen effet
réaffirmé son opposition al'adhé-
sion de la Turquie, disant refléter
V'opinion d'une «immense majorité
des Etats membres». Il s’'opposait
ainsi au président américain
Barack Obama qui avait de son
cGté plaidé a Bruxelles pour une
adhésion d’Ankara.

CHARLES MONTMASSON

- Rencontre
Union européenne-

Tarquie

Le ministre tchéque des affaires
¥ étrangéres, Karel Schwarzen-
berg, dontle pays préside 'Union
européenne, le ministre suédois
des affaires étrangéres, Carl
Bildt, dont le pays assurera la
prochaine présidence, et le.
commissaire européen alélargis-
sement, OUi Rehn, rencontreront
aujourd’huia Prague le chefde la
diplomatie turque, Ali Babacan,
et le négociateur en chef turc,
Egeman Bagis, pour discuter des
relations de U'Union européenne
avec la Turquie.
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TEHERAN, 25 avr 2009 (AFP)

DIX POLICIERS ont été tues vendredi lors d'affrontements avec des "bandits
armés” dans la province de Kermanshah, une région a forte minorité kurde de
l'ouest de I'lran, a indiqué samedi la télévision publique iranienne.

"Un petit groupe de bandits armés ont attaqué hier (vendredi) soir le poste de
police de Ravansar-Paveh, ol 10 membres des forces de I'ordre ont été tués”,
a précisé la police iranienne dans un communiqué.

Le communiqué ajoute que 10 assaillants, qui ne sont pas identifiés, ont égale-
ment été tués dans fa fusillade.

IRAN: DIX POLICIERS TUES PAR DES REBELLES DANS L'OUEST A MINORITE KURDE

Kermanshah, capitale de la province éponyme, est située a la frontiére avec le
Kurdistan irakien et abrite une minorité kurde substantielle.

Larégion est le théatre d'affrontements périodiques entre les forces armées ira-
niennes et le groupe séparatiste kurde Pejak, basé dans le nord-est de ['rak.

Le Pejak, acronyme du Parti pour une vie libre au Kurdistan, est lié au Parti des
travaifleurs du Kurdistan (PKK), qui lutte depuis 1984 contre le gouvernement
turc dans le sud-est anatolien.

L'lran accuse les Etats-Unis de soutenir le Pejak, ainsi que d'autres organisa-
tions ethniques aux frontiéres de I'lran, ce que Washington a toujours démenti.

BICHKEK, 27 avr 2009 (AFP)

UNE CINQUANTAINE de personnes ont eté placées en détention au Kirghizstan
apres une émeute anti-kurde dans un village du nord du pays qui visait 4 venger
le viol d'une fillette, ont annoncé lundi les autorités kirghizes qui accusent l'op-
position d'avoir fomenté ces troubles.

"Plusieurs centaines d'habitants ont détruit les maisons des Kurdes. Une ving-
taine de maisons ont ete endommagées et une douzaine de voitures ont éte
détruites”, a déclaré le vice-ministre de {'Intérieur, Talantbek lssaiev, lors d'une
conférence de presse.

L'émeute s'est déroulée tard dimanche soir dans le village de Petrovka, a une
quarantaine de kilometres de Bichkek, |a capitale kirghize. Elle a éte déclenchée
par le viol d'une fillette par un Kurde, a indiqué le responsable.

Deux personnes ont été légerement blessees, a indiqué un communiqué du
ministére de ['Intérieur.

De son coté, I'opposition a fait état d’au moins un mort parmi des Kurdes.

La police a dispersé lundi une nouvelle manifestation sur la principale autoroute
du pays reliant le nord et le sud de ce pays montagneux d'Asie centrale, a indi-
qué a I'AFP un porte-parole de fa police.

KIRGHIZSTAN: UNE CINQUANTAINE D'ARRESTATIONS APRES DES EMEUTES ANTI-KURDES

Selon Popposition, les habitants du village se sont déclarés préts a poursuivre la
manifestation mardi, en exigeant "le relachement de tous les manifestants arré-
tés et la poursuite en justice contre les Kurdes impliqués” selon eux "au viol de
la fillette". :

Plus tard dans la journée, les autorités ont affirmé qu'aucun viol n'avait en réa-
lité eu lieu et ont accusé l'opposition d'étre derriere ces troubles, 'opposant
Almazbek Atambaiev étant I'un des manifestants.

"Le soi-disant viol est & l'origine des troubles. L'expertise a montré qu'aucun viol
n'a eu lieu. Ils I'ont pris comme prétexte pour organiser les troubles”, a déclaré
le ministre de I'Intérieur Moldomous Kongantiev & Ia tribune du Parlement.

M. Atambaiev, candidat de 'opposition & la présidentielle kirghize du mois de juil-
let, a de son coté accusé les forces de l'ordre "liées avec les criminels d'étre res-
ponsables des troubles”.

Le chef du district o0 se trouve le village Petrovka, le procureur et le chef de la
police locale ont par ailleurs été limogés, a indique le service de presse du gou-
vernement.

Aprés la déportation des Kurdes d'Azerbaidjan vers ['Asie centrale en 1937 et en
1944 par Staline, quelque 30.000 d'entre eux sont restés au Kirghizstan.

Turquie

DEUX ATTENTATS CONTRE
DES MILITAIRES

Neuf soldats ont été tués et deux autres blessés mercredi 29 avril dans
Pexplosion d'une mine, dans le sud-est du pays. Une mine qui aurait été
posée par des rebelles kurdes du PKK, selon une source militaire. Un
accrochage a fait également un mort, toujours dans cette région. Ces
deux attentats perpétrés le méme jour mettent fin a plusieurs mois d'ac-
calmie dans les combats entre 'armée turque et les rebelles kurdes.

Le vehicule de transport de troupes était blinde, il etait précéde d'un tank qui
ouvrait la route, mais les assaillants ont soigneusement choisi leur moment
pour détonner la charge explosive, trés importante d'aprés les dégats causés.

Hormis les neuf victimes de ce guet-apens, selon un mode opératoire devenu
habituel depuis quelques années, un accrochage entre une patrouille et des
tireurs embusqués, dans la méme région, a également fait un mort.

II'y avait longtemps qu'un tel bilan humain n'avait pas été enregistré en une
seule journée en Turquie, ce qui semble indiquer que la tréve tacite qui préva-
|ait depuis quelques mois est désormais révolue. La rébellion avait affiché une
certaine retenue a ['approche des élections municipales du mois dernier, qui

Des soldats turcs patrouilllent dans la ville de Lice au sud-
est du pays autour du lieu de l'attentat, le 29 avril 2009.
(Photo: Reuters)

ont été largement remportées dans le sud-est par le parti pro-kurde DTP.

Seulement, la multiplication des arrestations de responsables locaux et natio-
naux de la formation kurde légale par les services de sécurite ces derniers
temps ont été interprétés comme une « revanche » du parti au pouvoir, inca-
pable d'emporter les grandes villes de la région.

Aujourdhui, le DTP a publiquement désapprouvé le sanglant attentat sans
doute commis par le PKK. Mais & nouveau, la tension monte dans le sud-est
de la Turquie, et I'rak est accusé de laxisme.

60



Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

fedionde Neuf soldats turcs tués dans une explosion

29 avril 2009

Neuf soldats turcs ont été tués mer-
credi matin par un engin explosif
dans le sud-est de la Turquie, qui aurait
été placé par les rebelles kurdes, a
déclaré le chef de l'armée, le général
Ilker Bashug.

La bombe a explosé lorsqu'un véhi-
cule blindé de transport de troupes pas-
sait t6t le matin sur une route pres du
village d'Abali, dans la province de
Diyarbakir, a précisé le général Basbug
lors d'une conférence de presse a
Ankara.

11 s'agit de la plus importante atta-
que du PKK de ces derniers mois, aprés
une certaine accalmie.

Le véhicule, qui était précédé d'un
char, transportait une équipe de soldats
chargés précisément d'inspecter les
routes, en quéte d'éventuels engins
explosifs et de mines, avant le passage
d'un convoi.

"Le char est passé au méme endroit,
mais la charge a explosé lorsque le
transport de troupes est passé”, a
ajouté le général Basbug.

Une source militaire dans la région
avait indiqué précédemment que l'en-
gin, qui aurait été installé par le Parti
des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK,
interdit) avait blessé également deux
soldats, mais le général Basbug n'a pas
mentionné de blessés.

1l a précisé qu'une enquéte était en
cours pour déterminer le type d'explosif
utilisé, et a expliqué qu'il s'agissait
"probablement d'un puissant engin

artisanal déclenché a distance ou par
un cahle.”

"Le fond du véhicule de transport
de troupes a un blindage de 4 ou 4,5 cm
d'épaisseur. L'explosion a du étre trés
forte pour avoir eu un tel effet sur le
camion", a-t-il dit.

Le PKK utilise souvent des mines
dans ses attaques contre les forces de
sécurité turques.

"Ces incidents n'entament jamais la
détermination et la volonté des forces
de sécurité dans leur lutte contre le ter-
rorisme", a ajouté le général.

Le PKK, une organisation classée
comme terroriste par la Turquie,
I'Union européenne et les Etats-Unis, a
Jancé en 1984 une campagne armée
pour obtenir l'autonomie du sud-est
turc. Le conflit a fait 45.000 morts,
dont 40.000 rebelles, selon des chiffres
donnés en avril par le général Basbug.

Selon Ankara, environ 2.000 rebel-
les du PKXK sont repliés dans le nord de
1'Irak, leur base arriére, d'ou ils lancent
des attaques en territoire turc. L'armée
turque bombarde réguliérement leurs
positions en Irak, lors de raids aériens.

En Novembre, I'Irak, la Turquie et
les Etats-Unis ont formé une cominis-
sion conjointe chargée d'évaluer le
menace posée par le PKK.

Le général Basbug a une nouvelle
fois exhorté les autorités kurdes d'Irak
a chasser les rebelles de leur territoire.
"Ils doivent participer activement a ce
processus”, a-t-il dit.

1l a aussi estimé qu'une disposition
actuellement en cours pour obtenir la
reddition des rebelles devait étre rendu

"plus attrayant™ pour les membres du
PKK.

"Nous devons assurer que les terro-
ristes soient incités & se rendre”, a-t-il
souligné, appelant le gonvernement a
mettre en oeuvre les mesures sociales
nécessaires comme des "centres” spé-
ciales afin d'acceuillir ces gens.

Le code pénal turc prévoit déja une
dispense de peine pour tout meinbre du
PKK n'ayant pas comnmis de crime. Les
résultats de cette disposition ont cepen-
dant été limités.

Sur 1.238 rebelles qui se sont ren-
dus ces derniéres années, 675 ont
immédiatement été libérés, a ajouté le
général.

Les organisations kurdes réclament
une amnistie totale pour les rebelles du
PKK. &

ANKARA, 30 avril 2009 (AFP)

L'AVIATION TURQUE a bombardé mercredi soir et jeudi des positions rebelles
kurdes dans le nord de I'lrak en riposte a des attaques des séparatistes qui ont
colté la vie & dix soldats turcs dans le sud-est de la Turquie, a annoncé {'état-
major turc sur son site internet.

"Des cibles appartenant a l'organisation terroriste (dénomination officielle des
rebelles kurdes, ndlr) dans la zone d'Avasin-Basyan du nord de l'lrak ont été
frappées avec grande intensité et exactitude mercredi soir et jeudi matin”, souli-
gne un communiqué en ligne.

Les appareils ayant participé a la mission sont renirés indemnes & leur base,
ajoute l'agence.

Les chasseurs turcs effectuent réguliérement des raids contre des cibles du Parti
des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK, interdit) dans le Kurdistan irakien ot quelque
2.000 rebelles sont retranchés selon Ankara.

L'AVIATION TURQUE FRAPPE LE PKK EN IRAK APRES DES ATTAQUES EN TURQUIE

Un porte-parole du PKK en Irak, Ahmet Denis, a souligné que trois zones avaient
été bombardées, sans étre en mesure de dire si les frappes ont fait des victimes
ou des dégéts.

Les attaques constituent une riposte & deux attaques survenues mercredi dans
le sud-est anatolien et attribuées au rebelles kurdes par les autorités turques.
Elles ont fait 10 morts dans les rangs de larmée.

"Ces incidents n'entament jamais la détermination et la volonté des forces de
sécurité dans leur lutte contre le terrorisme”, a affirmé mercredi le chef d'état-
major turc, le général llker Basbug, lors d'une conférence de presse ot il avait
rendu public les circonstances de ces attaques, les premiéres aprés plusieurs
mois de répit dans les combats enire I'armée et les séparatistes.

Le PKK, une organisation classée comme terroriste par la Turquie, ['Union euro-
péenne et les Etats-Unis, a lancé en 1984 une campagne armée pour obtenir
|'autonomie du sud-est turc. Le conflit a fait 45.000 morts, dont 40.000 rebelles,
selon des chiffres donnés en avril par fe général Basbug.
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