KURDE

DE PARIS

[nformation and liaison bulletin

N°284

NOVEMBER 2008




The publication of this Bulletin enjoys a subsidy
from the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs (DGCID)
aqnd the Fonds d’action et de soutien pour l'intégration et la lutte contre les discriminations
(The Fund for action and support of integration and the struggle against discrimination)

This bulletin is issued in French and English

Price per issue : France: 6 € — Abroad : 7,5 €
Annual subscribtion (12 issues) France : 60 € — Elsewhere : 75 €

Monthly review
Directeur de la publication : Mohamad HASSAN

Numéro de la Commission Paritaire : 659 15 A.S.
ISBN 0761 1285

INSTITUT KURDE, 106, rue La Fayette - 75010 PARIS
Tel. : 01-48 24 64 64 - Fax : 01-48 24 64 66
www.fikp.org
E-mail: bulletin@fikp.org



NINEVEH SOME RELIGIOUS MINORITIES ASK TO BE
JOINED TO IRAQI KURDISTAN.

TURKEY: A HARDENING OF THE AKP STAND ON THE
KURDISH QUESTION.

BAGHDAD: THE S.O.F.A. FINALLY PASSED BY THE
IRAQI PARLIAMENT.

KIRKUK: CONSTITUTIONAL CONTROVERSY OVER
THE GOVERNMENT MILITIA.

IRBIL: A GOVERNMENT CAMPAIGN AND NEW LAWS
IN FAVOUR OF WOMEN.

TURKEY: DISCONTENTED, THE ALEVIS MARCH

THROUGH ANKARA.

e IRAN: CURFEW AND REPRESSION IN SANANDAJ.

e FILMS: A KURDISH FILM AWARDED A PRIZE IN THE
U.S. — ANOTHER CENSORED IN SWITZERLAND.

NINEVEH: RELIGIOUS MINORITIES
ASK TO BE JOINED TO IRAQI KURDISTAN

n 4 November, the
Iraqi Members of
Parliament finally
decided to set aside six
seats for minority
groups in the Provincial
Councils, thus going back on its
earlier repeal of Article 50 of the
Constitution that had
guaranteed such representation.
Thus, of the 150 M.P.s present,
106 approved the new
arrangements giving three seats
to Christians and three others to
be divided amongst other
groups. This the Christians gain

one seat in Baghdad, one in
Nineveh and another in Basra,
our of a total of 440 seats for all
the country’s Provincial
Councils. The Yezidis will get
one seat in Nineveh and the
Sabaens one in Baghdad.

However these alterations to the
electoral law have not soothe the
discontent of the Christians, who
recall that the UN Special Envoy
to Iraq had recommended that
twelve seats should be set aside
for the country’s minorities.

On 5 November, the day after

the law was passed, Shlemon
Warduni, the Vicar-General of
the Chaldean Patriarch of
Baghdad, considered that this
measure did not really take into
account “the rights of the Iraqi
Christians” or counter the
“marginalisation of the Christian
community”. “The government had
promised to restore Article 50 in the
electoral law. This had given fifteen
seats to the minorities, thirteen of
which were for the Christians”. In
Monsignor Warduni’s opinion,
this law would not enable the
Provincial Councils to be elected
without changing their present
composition or without the
minorities being better protected
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or represented. He also criticised
the inertia or indifference of the
United Nations and the
international community.

This has not prevented the law
from being ratified by the
Presidential Council, which is
composed of the President of
Iraq, Jalal Talabani, (a Kurd) and
the two Arab Vice-Presidents,
Tariq Hashemi (Sunni) and Adel
Abdul Mahdi (Shiite). The
Council had earlier refused to
sign the previous Bill passed by
the Iraqi parliament last July on
the grounds that certain of its
measures were unconstitutional.

Ethnic and religious tension,
which are suffered rather than
desired by the bulk of the
inhabitants of Mosul, are stirred
up by political of religious
groups acting more or less freely
in the face of an indifferent
Central Government, according
to several of the persecuted
groups. Moreover, the fact that
provincial elections are due to be
held early in 2009 could be the
source of the renewal violence
and intimidation directed at
minorities. On 2 November, a
radio station, recently started in
Mosul, was closed down by the
city’s local authorities for having
incited “sedition” and “stirred up
tension” between Kurds and
Arabs in the town, according to
Ismail Goran, a Kurdish member
of the Provincial council. It is
interesting to note that this radio
station was connected with a
Sunni Arab M.P, Osama al-
Nujaifi who, last September, had
launched a series of unverified
accusations against the Kurds,
accusing them of being the
source of the wave of murders
against Christians — which the
latter, as well as the Kurdish
Regional Government, have
always denied. This Iraqi M.P.

has not failed to attack the
closing down of the station as a
“measure to silence the voice of
patriots and to satisfy Kurdish
officials who want to get rid of any
rivals in the coming provincial
elections”. According to al-
Nujaifi, this radio station was,
indeed, intended to relay the
election campaign of a Sunni
Arab political group whose sole
aim was to oppose the Kurds in
the Mosul constituency.

At the moment, the Nineveh
Provincial Council, which
includes Mosul, has a Kurdish
majority because of the boycott
of the 2005 elections by the
Sunni Arabs. The Kurds are

politically allied to the
Christians and the other
minorities, which makes it

highly unlikely that they would
engage in anti-Christian
manoeuvres, as some Arab
papers have claimed. Indeed, as
KRG Prime Minister, Nechirvan
Barzani, has pointed out, any
religious purging of Nineveh
could only weaken the coalition
of Kurds and Christians there
and favour the most radical
Sunni Arab political factions at
work in the region. Thus the
Sunni Arabs there have
vigorously opposed the Kurdish
demand for a quota of
representatives on the councils
for the Nineveh minorities.
Indeed, the probable political
alliance of the Kurds with
Christian and other religious
groups cannot fail to worry all
those political parties that are
opposed to federalism. This also
applies to the present Prime
Minister, Nuri al-Maliki, who,
for the last six months, has been
trying to strengthen his personal
power in the country, and has
been calling for a strong federal
state: an expression that the
Kurds translate as a will to

recentralise power — an old
spectre that has bedevilled Iraqi
politics since the creation of the
state.

The Central government’s fear of
such an alliance between the
Kurds and the minorities could
find some justification in the
increasing number of voices
within these communities that
are calling for joining the
Kurdistan Region. The Shabaks
are a religious sect whose beliefs
are fairly close to those of the
Alevis and whose language is
close to Kurdish but includes
many borrowings from Turkish,
Persian and Arabic. While, in the
course of the past, their relations
with Moslems, be they Kurdish
or Arab, have been fairly tense,
the recent persecutions to which
they, like the Yezidis and
Christians, have been subjected,
have encouraged them to opt for
“Kurdishness”. Thus they also
demonstrated in the streets of
Nineveh for incorporation in the
Kurdistan Regional Government:
“Today, hundreds of Shabaks have
organised peaceful demonstrations
calling for their incorporation in the
Kurdistan region, on the grounds that
they are Kurds and not Arabs”,
declared the head of the Bashiq
district of Nineveh, Thanun Yunis,
on Iraqi National Radio.

The same goes for the Yezidi
Kurds, resolved no longer to be
dependent on Baghdad even
though, in past centuries, their
relations with their Moslem
fellow Kurds have been fairly
distant. “We hope that the land on
which we now live will be joined to
the Kurdish Region”, declared
their leader and representative,
Prince Tahsin Beg to Associated
Press. “This will depend on the
referendum, but our lands must
return to their original home
country”.
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TURKEY:
A HARDENING OF THE AKP STAND ON
THE KURDISH QUESTION
hile the AKP A taxi-driver confided to the

government and the

Turkish Army seem to

have agreed to start a

process for recognising
the Irbil Kurdish government,
Ankara’s stand on the Kurdish
Question in Turkey seem to be
hardening, both with regard to
the Prime Minister’s attitude to a
series of facts and legal decisions
that are incompatible with
calming the situation.

Thus Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s
recent visit to Diyarbekir is in
marked contrast with the tour of
Turkish Kurdistan he had carried
out in 2005. On that occasion and
in this same city, he had broken a
taboo by recognising the existence
of a “Kurdish question” in Turkey.
This time, however, the content
of his remarks were of a strict
Kemalist orthodoxy, that the
Prime Minister himself summed
up in these terms: “What can we
say? What we say is that this is one
Nation, one Flag and one State”,
adding that those who did not
subscribe to this principle had
better leave the country. This is
virtually identical to the
ultranationalist Grey Wolves “Ya
sev, ya terket”.

The reaction of the inhabitants of
Diyarbekir, even the most
moderate of them, shows a
growing disillusion about the
AKP’s real intentions and a
feeling that there is now other
way out but war. Mehmet Kaya,
President of the town’s Chamber
of Trade and Industry,
commented on Recep Tayyip
Erdogan’s remarks in these
terms: “Of course we have no
objection to there being only one
flag and one State. However, I am a
Kurd — and what does he mean by
one Nation?”

paper Bianet thus: “On one side
there is the organisation (the PKK)
and on the other the Prime
Minister, who rejects us. What is
going to become of us? We are used
to being rejected, this here is our
country, and we will remain”.

Despite the impact of his
remarks, which even surprised
some members of his own party,
Erdogan repeated them in the
town of Erzurum: “We have
always been against regional or
ethnic nationalism. We have never
practiced discrimination on the
basis of a denomination or a
religion. We keep an equal distance
from all religions” .

The DTP Kurdish party, over
which hands the threat of a
banning order, has descried
these remarks as “racist” and
demanded an apology. The
Prime Minister replied by a
Press Conference in which he
accused the DTP of being the
direct instigator of and so
responsible for the Kurdish riots
that shook Turkey the month
before at the beginning of
November, as well as of the poor
welcome he had received during
his visit of the towns of Turkish
Kurdistan. Thus, he accused the
DTP in Van of having threatened
the shopkeepers; to make them
shut their shops on the day of
his visit; as well as the Hakkari
Municipality of having done
nothing to improve the town’s
services since his last visit.
Stating that PKK supporters had
attacked the press during the
riots, the head of the Turkish
government also, paradoxically
enough attacked this very press
for giving too much importance
to that movement in its media
coverage, whereas the journalists

had not sufficiently covered his
tour of the Kurdish region, his
speeches or his opening of
schools and hospitals.

The Prime Minister’s last
remarks against the media
illustrate the increasingly bitter
relations between Recep
Erdogan and the Turkish press
as a whole. Thus he s said to
have taken great exception to an
editorial by Fermi Koru in the
periodical Yeni Safak who,
making a parallel with the US
elections, said that the AKP
leader was “changing into a
George Bush, whereas he had been
elected as a Barack Obama”. This
criticism was directly aimed at
the government’s apparent
hardening on the Kurdish
question.

Other papers, however, have
remarked that the government’s
change is more part of an
inevitable trend in Turkish
politics as the Kurdish question
is raised. Hasan Cemal, in
Milliyet, draws a parallel with
former President Demirel
Suleyman and former Prime
Minister Tansu Ciller. Thus in
1991 Demirel had also admitted
the existence of a “Kurdish
reality” in Turkey and had
promised a  democratic
constitution as soon as elected —
a promise he hastened to forget
as soon as he received a
“warning” from the Army.
Similarly, Tansu Ciller had
begun promoting democracy
and even envisaged, in 1993,
some autonomy for the Kurdish
region on similar lines to that of
the Basque region, before doing
a U-turn under pressure from
the Army.

This state of unease seems to
have affected Mr. Erdogan’s own
party. Thus the AKP Vice-
President, Dengit Mir Mehmet
Firat, a Kurd, has abruptly
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resigned all his duties, officially
for health reasons. However, the
character of the person who has
replaced him as the party’s
Deputy President reflects the
new “hard” line. Abdulkadir
Aksu, former Minister of the
Interior in the previous AKP
government, is well known for
his intransigent attitude on the
Kurdish issue, although himself
of Kurdish origin — a fact that
has earned him the sobriquet of
“janissary”. This new promotion
and Firat’s departure are
consequently seen as signs of a
radical change in the AKP’s

Kurdish  policy. Thus is
corroborated by sources close to
Dengir Mir Mehmet Firat, who
report the disappointment caused
by the Prime Minister’s speeches
in Kurdistan. Till then, he had
exercised considerable influence
over AKP’s Kurdish Members of
Parliament and no one can say if
Abdulkadir Aksu will be able to
exercise the same influence. Being
originally from Diyarbekir, the
AKP leadership may well
envisage making him stand in the
coming municipal elections so as
to dislodge the present Mayor, the
popular Osman Paydemir.

BAGHDAD:
THE S.O.FA. FINALLY PASSED BY THE IRAQI PARLIAMENT

n 1 November, even

while the difficult Iraqi-

American negotiations

on the adoption of the

S.O.F.A. (State Of
Forces Agreement) were taking
place, the President of Kurdistan,
Massud Barzani, declared, just
after meeting the White House
government team in Washington,
that in the event of failure to reach
an agreement, the Kurdish
Region was disposed, on its own
initiative, to welcome a US base
on its soil.

“If the United States were to request
it, I am certain that the Kurdistan
Regional Parliament and the people
of the Kurdistan Region, would
willingly welcome them”, the
Kurdish President declared at a
reception at the Centre of
International and Strategic
Research in Washington. Massud
Barzani, however, said he hoped
that Iraq and the USA would
manage to reach an agreement
on the temporary maintenance
of US forces after the expiry of
the UN mandate, i.e. after the 31
December 2008. However,
expressing his scepticism about
the vote in the Baghdad
Parliament, he wanted, come

what may, to reaffirm his
support for the S.O.F.A and his
conviction that it was the best
one possible in the present state
of affairs.

The President of Kurdistan
could not fail to be aware that,
by alluding to the possibility of a
unilateral decision of the Irbil
Parliament to welcome US
troops without reference to the
Iraqi National Assembly, he
would arouse hostile reactions
from the Arab world. He was, on
the other hand, in no danger of
such reactions from public
opinion in his own region, since
the inhabitants of Kurdistan see
such as an eventuality as a long-
term political guarantee of the
autonomy they enjoy and as a
means of deterring the aggressive
impulses of neighbouring States.
“With American bases in the Region,
I would feel safer. It would also
prevent any aggression against
Kurdistan in the future”, confirmed
Rebwar Mohammad, a student
of Irbil’s Salahaddin University,
interviewed by the paper Gulf
News. Bashdar Amin, Kurdistan’s
Minister of Education is even
more explicit: “The presence of
permanent US Bases in the Region

would prevent any future attack by an
imprudent Central government”.

In an undoubted attempt to calm
down the unrest among the Iraqi
politicos  following  this
statement by the Kurds, Jalal
Talabani replied in his usual
more conciliatory manner that
the US troops would only be
installed in the Kurdistan Region
after Baghdad’s approval: “It is
impossible for American troops to
remain in Kurdistan without the
approval  of  the  central
government”, he declared in a
television broadcast on the Al-
Iragiya channel. “Kurdistan is part
of Iraq, and all the country’s
constitutional laws apply to it”.

At the same time, the Bush
Administration recognised that
it had accepted some last minute
amendments demanded by the
Iraqis, adding, however, that it
considered that the time for
negotiations was “ended” and
that the text it had sent to Prime
Minister Nuri al-Maliki was
considered final. The latter then
called on the Iragi M.Ps to ratify
the text, describing it, in turn, as
the best option possible for
“guaranteeing the sovereignty of
Iraq and the departure of all foreign
soldiers”. “This agreement gives us
the possibility of building up our
country, successfully carrying our
internal reforms, setting up security
forces and policies distanced from
any sectarian challenge”, he
declared at a Press Conference in
the capital. Nuri al-Maliki also
warned the Iraqi M.P.s that
rejecting the S.O.F.A. could lead
to another UN mandate
authorising the American Army
to remain in Iraq, but under the
existing conditions of
occupation, that he described as
a “painful situation”.

On the contrary, the Sadrist
militia called for mass
demonstrations against the
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military agreement and marched
through Baghdad in large
numbers. However the fierce
opposition of the Shiite leader
Maqtada al-Sadr cannot
significantly alter Parliament’s
vote as he only has about 30
seats in Parliament.

The debate preceding its adoption
by the Iraqi Parliament was lively
and the sessions were interrupted
several times. One of the most
virulent adversaries of the
agreement was, naturally,
Mogqtada al-Sadr, radically
opposed on principle to any
“agreement with the occupier”.
However, the Shiite Alliance for a
United Iraq, the largest political
coalition, with its 85 seats out of a
total of 275, and the Kurdish
Alliance with its 58 seats, both
voted in favour, and it only
required a simple majority of 138
seats for adoption. The President
of the Shiite Alliance, Ali al-Adib,
said he was satisfied that the
negotiators had taken into account
the “fears” of the M.P.ss, while the
Speaker of the House, speaking on
behalf of the Sunni Arab Concord
Front expressed reservations about
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the text and indicated that the had
sent the government demands for
alterations, particularly regarding
the release of prisoners.

As, however, the Iraqi M.P.s do
not always follow their party’s
directives, the result could have
been different from the stands
taken by the group bosses.
Furthermore, Ayatollah Ali
Hussein al-Sistani, the most
eminent religious authority in
the country, roundly condemned
the M.P.s who had chosen to
absent themselves from the
debate by going to Mecca on the
Pilgrimage. Thus a leading
official of his office informed
AFP of the Great Ayatollah’s
anger with the “members of
parliament who had goner on the
Pilgrimage and avoided the
Supreme Guide’s appeal that they
assume their national and historic
responsibility by frankly giving
their views on the agreement”. Al-
Sistani, who virtually only
expresses himself through his
advisors, had expressed his
opposition to any agreement
that might damage Iraqi
sovereignty but had considered

that the final decision should lie
with the government in office.

Thus, on 16 November, the Iraqi
Parliament approved the
agreement by 148 votes out of
the 196 M.P.s present, with 35
against and 86 absentees. The US
forces will begin withdrawing
from the towns in June 2009 but
will remain in Iraq for any
potential military need.

A referendum will take place
throughout Iraq in June 2009 to
endorse the agreement, at the
demand of some Sunni Arab
members who, in exchange for
their votes, secured this concession
as well as an amnesty for prisoners
who could not be proved to have
taken part in acts of violence
linked with the insurrection. The
Sunni Arabs had also demanded
an end to the “deBaathisation”,
but in any case a revision and
softening of the legal measures is
envisaged, which alone prevent
former members of the Baath
Party from holding public office.
They also asked for a
readjustment, in their favour, of
the balance of power within the
government.

KIRKUK:
CONSTITUTIONAL CONTROVERSY OVER
THE GOVERNMENT’S MILITIA

ollowing the Khanagin

crisis, which had

almost led to a

confrontation between

the Peshmergas and
the Iraqi Army that had come to
take possession of the region,
fresh tensions have surfaced
between the Central
Government in Baghdad and
that of the Kurdish Region.

This time it is not over the issue
of provincial elections or the
referendum, but over the setting
up of local militias, answerable
to the Central Government that
the Kurds consider as essentially

auxiliaries recruited amongst
Arab tribes with the sole object
of controlling Kirkuk and
preventing its possible return to
the Kurdistan Region.

Known by the name of “Sahwa”
(Awakening) the setting up of
these pro-government armed
groups has been encouraged,
over the last two year, by the
United States that has used
them, in the Sunni Arab
province of Anbar, as a means of
controlling the insurgent
fighters. However, the Kurds
(but also many Shiites) have
received these militia, also called

“support  councils”,  with
suspicion, seeing in them the a
return of bad memories of
armed groups acting solely at
the service of the Central
government. Thus the two main
Kurdish parties, the KDP, led by
Kurdistan President Massud
Barzani, and the PUK, led by
Iraqi President Jalal Talabani,
have declared, in a joint
communiqué, that the formation
of such armed groups was
unconstitutional as it
contravened the law on the
disarmament of armed militias
in Iraq: “We firmly oppose the
setting up of any armed group
whatsoever, whatever may be the
reason, in Iraq and in Kurdistan,
and especially in the disputed
regions”.
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Faced with this refusal, Prime
Minister Nuri al-Maliki at first
expressed his “sadness” while
defending the setting up of these
“councils”: "It was necessary to
form these groups to ensure order in
provinces that has experienced
insecurity before the return of
Armed forces coming to re-establish
stability”. However, in Massud
Barzani’s view these groups,
supposedly to maintain security,
especially in view of the coming
elections, are quite unnecessary
in Kurdistan or the regions
controlled by the Peshmergas.
There presence in regions that
will be subject of a referendum
regarding their possible
inclusion in Kurdistan can only
stir up conflict. “The Kurds reject
the formation of these “councils” in
areas where they form the majority
of the population. While they may
be justified in certain region, they
are not necessary elsewhere. They
have no reason for existing in
Kurdistan or in the disputed
regions. This is playing with fire”.

For his part, Rizgar Ali, a Kurd
who leads the Kirkuk Provincial
Council, declared that he had
personally told Nuri al-Maliki
that his “province had no need
for such militia” and that the
security forces at present
working in Kirkuk were effective
at ensuring security. Rizgar Ali
also invited the Iraqi
government to use the money
planned for maintaining these
militia for the reconstruction and
renovation of Kirkuk and its
infrastructures, which are in a
lamentably dilapidated in many
areas.

The tone quickly grew sharper,
going from “sadness” to direct
accusations. On 8 November,
answering the joint statement
from the Kurdish parties by a
Press Conference, Nuri al-Maliki
in turn accused the Kurdish

regional government of
unconstitutional actions,
particularly by the signing oil
contracts between the KRG and
foreign companies. He above all
called for a revision of the
constitution, approved by
referendum in October 2005, so
as to give greater power to the
Central Government as the
expense of federalism. “This
Constitution was written in a hasty
manner and in unusual conditions.
It limits the Central Government’s
power and arouses the fear that
federalism might handicap the
country”.

“If we want to strengthen Iraq, this
can only be done by strengthening
the regions and provinces”,
countered Fatah Mustafa Bakir,
Minister for International
Relations of the Kurdistan
Region. “This is the very opposite
of al-Maliki’s projects. The Kurds
agree to amending the Iraqi
Constitution — but in accordance
with the mechanisms provided for in
the Constitution itself and on
condition that such amendments
contribute to advancing freedom
with respect to the ethnic and
religious rights while guaranteeing
the supremacy of the Law. The
political experience of Iraqi
Kurdistan is an example of the
success of the federal system for
Iraq”.

Nor did Nassih Abdulghatur, a
Kurdish Alliance M.P. in the
Baghdad Parliament, see the
timeliness of any constitutional
revision and he refuted the
accusation of “hasty” drafting of
the constitution made by Nuri
al-Maliki: “The Iraqi Constitution
was drawn up over a period of three
years, which is acceptably long
drafting time and it enjoys the
consensual agreement of all
parties”. He also recalled that
“80% of the Iragis voted for this
constitution. What al-Maliki is now
demanding is against the law and

the constitution itself’. Another
Kurdish Alliance M.P., Khalid
Sawani, went one further: “The
Constitution determines the form of
the system of government in Iraq
and was voted in by 12 million
Iragis. This is not the first time that
al-Maliki has made such statements
while seeking to set up a strong
central government in Iraq. For
about 80 years until 2003 Iraq was
dominated by a central government
and many are the crimes and
violations of human vrights
committed in all Iraqi provinces in
those years. After having voted for
the present Constitution we will not
accept to be again dominated by
such governments. Our State,
today, is a State of laws, a
Constitutional State, and al-Maliki
is fooling himself if he thinks that
the State can forcibly impose his
power”.

The confrontation has taken on a
more ethnic character with
demonstrations in support of the
Shiite Prime Minister organised in
several Iraqi towns to protest
against the Kurdish government’s
statements.

Thus in Takrit, Saddam
Hussein’s former fiefdom, the
demonstrators against
federalism, both Shiite and
Sunni, marched to demand a
“unified Iraq” and shouting
“Kirkuk, Mosul and Diyala are
Iraqi!” Farhan al-Awd, a Member
of Parliament and Provincial
Counsellor for that Province
explained that: “the Arab tribes
support Maliki’s national stand of
preserving Iraqi unity by imposing
the law and re-writing the
constitution. There are no disputed
regions there is only one country”.
Ahmad al-Dulaymi, a member
of the controversial “support
councils” in the Sunni province
of Salahaddin, accused the
Kurds in these terms: “Those
who oppose Maliki’s project
want a weak Iraq and are
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pursuing a divisive policy”. In
Kirkuk Province, thousands of
Arabs also assembled in the
Hawijah football stadium to
support the Prime Minister and
his project of militia.

However, outside the Sunni
Arab provinces, the support is
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much smaller. Thus the Shiite
holy city of Kerbela was only
able to rally a few hundred
demonstrators. Last March,
fierce fighting in those same
Shiite cities took place against
the Iraqi Army that had come to
impose the disarmament of local
militia.

IRBIL:
A GOVERNMENT CAMPAIGN
AND NEW LAWS IN FAVOUR OF WOMEN

ollowing the law

strictly limiting the

recourse to polygamy,

the Kurdish parliament

also passed a law
forbidding the practice of
excision, current in some parts of
Iraqi Kurdistan, while the head
of he Irbil government himself
launched a campaign in support
of equality and protection of
women.

At the beginning of November a
commission, appointed by the
Kurdish government and
presided by Prime Minister
Nechirvan Barzani, met to
discuss and evaluate the latest
measures taken b the Kurdistan
Regional Government, to debate
judicial and legislative means of
preventing violence and crimes
against women and Amnesty
International’s recommendations
on the subject.

“Our Region must become the best
of models for Iraq”, declared the
Prime Minister, urging more
cooperation between all the
Ministries to achieve better
results.

In particular, the commission
approved the government’s
decision, the year before, to
celebrate 25 November as an
International Day for the
elimination of violence against
women. Another measure
considered to have given

satisfactory results was the
setting up of a department for
training the police and raising
their awareness of cases of
violence to women. This system
of training and guidance has
contributed to improving the
care of victims of such violence
in the three provinces of Duhok,
Irbil and Suleimaniah. There has
also been a notable increase in
the filing of complaints at police
stations by women victims.
Measures have also been taken
to protect plaintiffs who feel
threatened. In general, the
campaigns to raise awareness
have had an effect on public
opinion, so that sentences
passed by the courts on
aggressors have become heavier,
going even as far a capital
punishment in some cases of so-
called “honour crimes”.

With regard to the
recommendations made by
Amnesty International, Nechirvan
Barzani welcomed the fact that
this NGO had noted the efforts
being made by his government in
this area. Thus several measures
had been taken to strengthen
legislation and crack down on
“honour crimes” and judges and
investigators have received
training in this area. A former
American Prosecutor experienced
in this area was even employed as
consultant and worked directly
with the Kurdish police and
Public Prosecutors. The KRG had

also asked Bristol University’s
Department of Criminology to
analyse and prepare a report on
“honour cries” both in Iraqi
Kurdistan and also in the Kurdish
community in Great Britain.

As far as legislative reforms are
concerned, their reception was
more mixed, depending on the
measures passed. Thus the fact
that polygamy had not been
banned by Parliament left the
militant feminist groups in
Kurdistan unsatisfied. Hundreds
of them had demonstrated in
Suleimaniah, but other groups
expressed the feeling that it was
a start, enabling abolition at a
future date. According to one of
them, Suzan Mohammad Aref,
the new law is “a positive step for
women. We cannot suddenly a
whole society. The difference
between the number of votes in
favour of banning polygamy and
those just calling for its limitation
was so small that it can already be
considered a great success for
women” . Refusing to consider the
problem as a male-female
cleavage in Kurdish society,
Suzan Aref pointed out that the
reform must also enter into
women’s thinking: “We must
realise that there are women who
believe it is important to conform to
the Islamic Sharia and so that
polygamy should not be banned” .
Others, like Kazibuh Ali, an
office worker interviewed by the
Voice of Iraq, explained that a
total ban could push men into
divorcing their first wife in the
event of sterility, which would
create a serious problem of
resources in a country where
most women do not work.
Moreover, nothing prevents a
man living in the Region from
getting married in another part
of Iraq where polygamy is still
legal. This was confirmed by
Abdul Rahman Haji Zebari, a
lawyer: “The Iraqi Constitution
gives the Kurdish Parliament the
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right o pass laws, but they are only
enforceable in the Region”.

A woman M.P., Pakhshkan
Zanka, speaking on the national
radio, also presented this
limitation as a positive advance
for Kurdish women that will
accelerate the decline of this
practice.

The second law passed that was
spotlighted by the Kurdish
media was the one totally
banning the practice of excision,
which is practiced in certain
parts of Kurdistan. This time, as
it did not meet any strong social
or religious opposition, abolition
was voted.

According to figures given by
the KRG Minister of Health, 60%
of the young girls between the
ages of 4 and 14 have suffered
excision, despite government
campaigns warning about the
dangers involved. Zaryan Abdel
Rahman was speaking at a 3-day
conference in Irbil covering
violence on women in general.
He based these figures on the
work of a German NGO, Wadj,
which investigated 201 villages
in the three provinces and also
Kirkuk. Its report showed that
of the 5,628 women and girls
examined, 3,502 had been
excised.

The Minister for Religious
Affairs will ask the Imams to

speak out openly against
excision during their Friday
sermons. The Minister of
Education, for her part is
planning a special programme in
the schools “to encourage girls not
to submit to their parents’ choice”.

A custom that came from Africa,
where it is practiced equally by
Moslems, Christians and
animists, excision is not much
practiced in the Middle East. The
Iraqi Kurds themselves would
be unable to say when the
practice was introduced into
their society. Questioned by AFP,
Sheikh Sayyed Ahmad Abdel
Wahab al-Punjawini, Imam of
Irbil’s Hajj Jamal Mosque
confirms: “It’s an old custom but
has nothing to do with Islam. No
religious text mentions the practice.
It is a custom that some people have
introduced into Moslem modes of
thought”. In the daily paper
Hawlati, the General Secretary of
the Islamic Women’s Union also
speaks out against excision and
denies its religious character.
“Genital mutilations of women are
not Moslem practices. Many of the
problems women have to face result
from mistaken traditions — it is not
Islam that is to blame. The Sharia
has nothing to do with such
practices. Excision exists because
some people have wrongly
interpreted the Quran”

Excision is not practiced in the
rest of Iraq, nor by the Kurds of

Turkey and of Syria but it exists
in the areas of Iranian Kurdistan
adjoining Iraqi Kurdistan. The
motives often invoked are both
religious and hygienic, some
Shafeyite jurists (a Judicial trend
to which most Sunni Kurds
adhere) having considered that
the term “sinut” (circumcision)
also applied to female excision.

A group of members of the Irbil
parliament are thus proposing a
Bill that aims to make excision a
criminal office in line with that
on violence to women. As M.P.
Hala Suheil explains: “The
Kurdish Parliament is at present
thinking about the phenomenon of
violence exercised against women,
so we are preparing two Bills aimed
in this direction — one of ban and
criminalise excision, the other
against violence in general
perpetrated on women”. For this
woman M.P.: “This practice is so
ancient in the region that we have
no idea how it appeared here.
Howeuver, the old people justify it by
saying that preserves the chastity of
young girls”. Unlike the Minister
of Health, Dr. Suheil, a member
of the Irbil Parliament, considers
that there are no reliable figures
regarding its extent, but
condemns the conditions under
which it is practiced. “The old
women excise young girls with
razor blades or sometimes even
pieces of broken glass, often
causing terrible haemorrhages
and sometimes death”.

TURKEY:
DISCONTENTED, THE ALEVIS MARCH THROUGH ANKARA

n 9 November, a huge
demonstration
brought to over 50,000
Alevis to Ankara from
all over Turkey. While
their demands are not new, the
extent of this movement of
protest (opportunely — or
opportunistically! — supported
by the opposition parties like the

CHP) is a first ever in the
country.

For decades the Alevis have
demanded to be recognised as a
religious minority, which would
mean that their children could
escape being subjected to
compulsory classes on Islamic
religion at school, that their

places of worship, the cemevi,
could be really recognised as
such and, above all, that they
would no longer be supervised
by the Diyanet, the Directorate of
Religious affairs. The
demonstrators also demand that
the Madimak Hotel, at Sivas, in
which 37 Alevis intellectuals
died in 1993, as a result of a
bigoted act of arson, be
transformed into a memorial
museum.
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Although the Alevis, both Turkish
and Kurdish, traditionally vote for
secular or left-wing parties, many
of them had voted AKP at the last
elections, largely because of the
intolerant and sectarian stand
taken up by the leader of the CHP
(“centre-left kemalist”), Deniz
Baykal, and also because the rising
tide of extreme-right nationalism
is, invariably, accompanied by
aggressive acts against all religious
minorities, especially Christian
and Alevi. However, in this area as
in so many others, the AKP has
disappointed its electors, who had
expected from the government
significant reforms and a
modernisation of the treatment of
minorities. The presence of Prime
Minister at the dinner to celebrate
the ending of the Alevi fast in
January 2008 has clearly not
sufficed to sooth their anger. The
Alevis are estimated to be 10 to 12
million strong in Turkey and the
European Union has unceasingly
reminded the Turkish State that it
should finally grant them the
cultural and religious rights the
demand by recognising that
Alevism is not just “a branch of
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Islam”, even though Shiite, to
quote the official credo.

However the Alevis have a variety
of ethnic origins and political
beliefs and are not completely
agreed in their demands. The
Ankara demonstration was
organised by the Baktashi Alevi
Federation that Izzetin Dogan
accuses of being more Marxist and
pro-Kurdish than Alevi. Other
Alevi associations and movements
demand that, filing the
suppression of the Diyanet, a
special office be created within
that institution, run by and for the
Alevis. This would allow some
recognition, even if only partial, of
the specificity of the Alevi cult
and, especially, make the State pay
the dede (Alevi clerics), as is done
for the orthodox Moslem Imam:s,
as well as official recognition of
their places of worship and
subsidies for their upkeep.

This position of compromise,
however, is criticised by those
Alevi movements that refuse to
be identified as Moslems. The
Alevis that openly claim to be

pro-Kurdish or else of extreme
left sympathies often clash with
the Kemalist sympathisers, such
as the President of the Cem
Foundation, Izzetin Dogan, who
wants the Alevis to remain
inside the Diyanet. This leads his
opponents to accuse him to be
simply seeking the job of head of
the Alevi Office in the
Directorate of Religious Affairs.

The suppression of the
Directorate of Religious Affairs
and the Islamic lessons in school
are, in any case dismissed by the
Minister of State concerned,
Mustafa Said Yazicioglu, as
“extremist” positions to which
he refuses to give any credibility.
Defining his ideas he recalls that
the Directorate of Religious
Affairs was one of Ataturk’s
most important creations, an
original legacy of the Kemalist
State, which the Minister affirms
is a model for the rest of the
Moslem world: “Delegations from
the whole Islamic world (...) come
to Turkey to study the system of this
Directorate so as to create similar
institutions”.

IRAN: CURFEW AND REPRESSION IN SANANDA]

ar from easing,

repression is hardening

still further in Sanandaj,

the capital of the

province of Kurdistan
in Iran. Yasser Goli, General
Secretary of the Union of Kurdish
Students, was arrested on the
thirteenth of the month by the
Sanandaj branch of the Secret
Service. The Second Chamber of
Sanandaj’s Islamic Revolutionary
Court has just sentenced him to 15
years imprisonment to the
indignation of his lawyer, Nemat
Ahmadi: “The verdict and sentence
handed down by the Court is only ten
lines long! This verdict by the court,
which is supposed to be based on
Article 168 of the Islamic Penal Code,
does not refer to any proof or evidence

of any facts established against my
client, Yasser Goli. At no time, at any
of his interrogations or during his

appearance in Court has he
acknowledged being guilty of
anything whatsoever” .

At the moment we have counted
15 students imprisoned in Iraq,
including one sentenced to death
and three others sentenced to
between 6 and 16 years
imprisonment. Still in Sanandaj,
the Islamic Revolutionary High
Court has confirmed the
sentence of 3 years imprisonment
on Khazur Rasul Morut. Khazur
Rasul Morutis a student of
literature at the city’s university
and also a Kurdish language
teacher. Another student, Werya

Meruti, was arrested at home
and taken to an unknown place
of detention. Aged 25 years, he
studied at the Payname Nur
University. Two other young
Kurds, Pejman Zafari and
Peyman Hosseini, arrested a few
months earlier have been
released on bail of 30 million
tomans. Two Kurdish students,
this time detained in Teheran’s
Evin Prison, who have started a
hunger strike have been placed
in solitary confinement and have
been continually interrogated for
the last 3 weeks.

As well as students, Kurdish
journalists continue to be
harassed, arrested and
imprisoned. Bahman Tutunchi
was arrested at home in
Sanandaj, without any reasons
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for it being given or the place of
detention being revealed. “The
officers remained silent about the
reasons for his arrest or his place of
detention. He was not even given
time to change out of his pyjamas

into his clothes, or to pick up his
glasses”, said a relative who was
present. Bahman Tutunchi is a
free-lance journalist who had
worked with the weekly review
Karaflou, banned last year.

Furthermore, a curfew has been
imposed on Sanandaj since 19
November and para-military Bassiji
militia patrol the streets of the town
centre and the busiest streets of its
various quarters as from 8 p.m.

FILMS:

A KURDISH FILM AWARDED A PRIZE IN THE U.S.
— ANOTHER CENSORED IN SWITZERLAND

he Kurdish film
director, Jamil Rostmi
was awarded the prize
of the “best international
director” at the Boston
Festival for his film Jani Gal.

Jami Rostami was born in1971,
in the city of Sanandaj, the
capital of the Iranian province of
Kurdistan. While studying
Chemistry, he moved in cinema
circles since the age of 16, either
in camera or directing teams. In
2002, he directed his first short
film in the Kurdish language
“The problem of being a boy”, that
was shown at several local and
international film festivals and
which won several prizes. His
first full-length film “Requiem in
the snow” was directed in 2005
with music by Fariborz Lachini,
one of the best composers of film
music in Iran. The chief
cameraman was Morteza
Poursamadi, a renowned Iranian
photographer. Jointly produced
by Iraq and Iran, the film
“Requiem in  the snow”
represented Iraq for the foreign
film Oscars.

Jani Gal, his latest film, also in
Kurdish, is inspired by a novel
written by the Kurdish writer
and political figure Ibrahim
Ahmad, the father-in-law of the

Iraqi President Jalal Talabani.
The story takes place in
Suleimaniah in the 1940s.
Jwamer has just been released
from prison after having been
arrested and detained for several
years in error. As his wide,
Kaleh, was just beginning
labour, he was accidentally
caught up in a political
demonstration as he was going
to fetch the mid-wife. Arrested
and taken in by the police who
took him for one of the
organisers, he was sentenced to
ten years jail. Once free he
started to search for his wife and
son, from whom he had received
no news. But he was also driven
to choose between taking up his
old style of life or joining the
Peshmergas.

While the Kurdish cinema was
receiving a prize in Boston, it
was censored in a most
unexpected  manner  in
Switzerland, in a Festival that,
this year, was half financed by
the Turkish Ministry of Culture.
The latter threatened to stop all
subsidies if the film “Gitmek”
(My Marlon and my Brando) by
the Kurdish film director
Huseyin Karabey was screen as
planned. The organisers of
“CultureScape”, who had chosen
Turkey as guest of honour and

partner, were, therefore obliged
to alter the programme at the
last minute. Jurriaan Cooiman,
the General manager of the
Festival did not deny being
pressurized: “Perhaps 1 shouldn’t
have compromised”, he admitted
“but I wanted to save the Festival.
Without the 400,000 euros from
Turkey it could not have taken
place”.

Jurriaan Cooiman warned the
Turkish Ministry of Culture’s
representative that this demand
would do more harm than good
to the country’s image. He also
considers that the order to
censor did not come from the
top levels of the State and
stresses the political and security
“nervousness” that can bee seen
at the moment in the country.
The Turkish Ambassador in Bern
took a stand on the Friday by
making the point that he did not
shared the criticism of the
programme by “certain circles”
saying that he had tried to serve
as mediator.

“Gitmek” is the story of a
Turkish woman falling in love
with a Kurd in Northern Iraq.
Some Cinemas in Bale, Zurich
and Bern decided off their own
bats to screen the film outside
the Festival.
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béton. Le pont sur le Tigre, qui le
relie a Khazamia, quartier chiite de
larive droite, reste fermé, et ce sont
les milices d’al-Sahouah, le Mou-
vement du réveil, levé et payé par
les Américains audébutdel’année,
qui maintiennent 'ordre.

Mais depuis le 1er octobre, les
milices ont été placées sous les

ordres du gouvernement irakien. -

La solde des miliciens, qui dépend

a présent du ministére de la Défen-
se irakien, n’a toujours pas été ver-
sée, et les promesses d’intégrer une
partie des miliciens'a 'armée sont
restées lettre morte.

felionde

Mardi 4 novembre 209@1

« Nous avons plus confiance
dans les Américains que dans notre
propre gouvernement », dit le chef
de la milice, Hadj Barakat, dans
son uniforme américain. “« On
espere que les Américains vont res-
ter en Irak, sinon I'Iran va les rem-
placer. Les Iraniens contrélént
notre gouvernement. Ils veulent se
débarrasser de nous. »

A Karada, quartier bourgeois

du centre-ville, on goite le sem- :
« blant de sécurité retrouvée, aprés
les terribles années 2006-2007,

qui a fait rage dans Bagdad, entre

escadrons de la mort chiites et
insurgés sunnites épaulés par les
assassins d’al-Qaida. Les magasins
sont ouverts le soir, on fait du
shopping dans les boutiques éclai-
rées, ou l'on boit du thé aux terras-
ses. Les soldats irakiens sont par-
tout, méme s'ils ont décoré les
blocs de béton de leurs points de
contrdle avec des fleurs en plasti-
que. Mais la situation reste fragile.
Le départ des Américains ne se

- fera pas du jour au lendemain. Le
corps expéditionnaire a construit.

date de la guerre confessionnelle - Plus d’une centaine de bases en

Irak, dont vingt immenses forteres-

'ses dotées de tout le confort néces-

saire. Mais surtout, les Irakiens res-
tent divisés sur la question de leur
retrait.

«Ils attendent que quelqu'un
prenne la décision pour eux », dit le
diplomate ameéricain. « Le point
positifest que le débat sur notre pré-
sence s'est @ présent transféré sur la
scene politique. Mgis le probleme
est que personne en Irak n'est encore
capable de penser en termes d'inté-
rét national. Chacurvoit son inté-

rét personnel ou communautaire. »
Al

Les Irakiens veulent juste le départ des « Amrikis »

BAGDAD .
ENVOYE SPECIAL
‘Abou Ali, le « roi du kebab », se
“«moque » de Pidentité du futur
héte de la Maison Blanche. Tout ce
qu’il veut, comme la plupart des
musulmans chiites d’Irak, c’est
« que les “Amrikis” partent au plus
vite ». §'il pouvait, il voterait pour
Barack Obama, plus pressé de rapa-
trier une partie des « boys ».
Keffieh a damier, longue dis-
hdasha grise (la djellaba locale),

Abou Ali, ou plutét ses fils qui ont -

repris I’affaire, est une légende du
district d’Hurriyah. Le restaurant,
six tables en formica face 2 une cui-
sine ouverte out s’échinent deux
employés en sueur dans les
vapeurs d’huile, est le plus célébre
de cequartier chiite de Bagdad.
‘Abou Ali est le meilleur kebab
« depuis cinquante ans a Pouest du
Tigre ». Mais il ne « connait rien »
aux « sales jeux » de la politique
qui ont vidé, ces deux derniéres
années, la salle de tous ses clients
sunnites. Ici comme ailleurs dans

les 9 «districts » divisés en
89 « quartiers » a Bagdad, les
populations, bon gré mal gré, sont
devenues homogeénes. La guerre
civile entre chiites et sunnites est
peut-é&tre terminée, mais la confian-
ce est loin d’étre rétablie.

« Il faudra au moins une généra-

tion et c’est la faute des “Amrikis” »,
nous dit Saad Yassine, qui travaille
alaéroportetvita Kara- :

da, au centre-ville. Lui,
pourtant, est plus averti
des programmes enpré-
sence, Parce qu’il est chii-

Selon un sondage,
plus des trois
quarts de la
population
«n’aiment pas »
les Gl et révent

de les voir partir

te et craint que Barack

Obamnaetles siens « reti-

rent trop vite leurs trou-

pesavant que nos propres

soldats sotent prétsd assu-

rer la sécurité dans tout le pays », il

préfére John McCain.
Curieusement, Ahmed Saleh

Al-Obeidi, rencontré dans le dis-

trict sunnite d’Adhamiyeh, est du

méme avis. Ahmed a 33 ans, une

grosse moustache, une casquette

debase-ball surle crane et un pisto-

let a crosse nacrée a la ceinture.

Ceest un « fils de UIrak » comme
disent les Américains, c’est-a-dire
un milicien membre d’un de ces.
« comités du réveil » qui, selon le
Pentagone, « ont fortement contri-
bué » ala trés forte diminution des
attentats etdes attaques quotidien-
nes en Irak depuis plus d’un an.
Alimed et son jeune comparse
Gaylan Abou Moham-
med, 22 ans,ontcombat-
tu naguére « les occu-
pants » pour le compte
d’une unité clandestine
liée a Al-Qaida en Irak.
Et puis ils ont compris
que la minorité sunnite
a laquelle ils appartien-
nent avait perdu la
guerre. Et qu’il était temps de pen-
ser & lavenir. Les « Amrikis »
payent mieux que les djihadistes...
« Etilssont contre PIran, qui contrd-
le notre gouvernement. » Alors va
pour les Amrikis... « Je ne connais

pasles candidats, dit Ahmed, mais je’

soutiens celui qui veut rester en Irak

pour casser UIran... » McCain enco-
re. McCain toujours pour la plupart
des Kurdes, qui représentent 20 %
des 28 millions d’Irakiens et crai--
gnent beaucoup, & lavenir, le
téte-3-téte avec « les Arabes », chii-
tes et sunmites, qui se méfient-de
leurs réves d’indépendance. En
général, ethorsla « zone verte » ot
vivent et travaillent les ministres et
hauts fonctionnaires, les Irakiens
ne se passionnent pas pour les élec-
tions américaines. Ils savent, par
les dizaines de journaux et télévi-
sions, que « la guerre de Bush »,
comme on la nomme ici, west plus
la priorité de la campagne. Pour
beaucoup, Obama ou McCain, « les
“Amrikis” veulent rester en Irak le
pluslongtempspossible ». Unsonda-
ge, réalisé cet été a la demande du
Pentagone, montre que plus des
trois quarts de la population
« n’aiment pas » les GI et révent de

"les voir partir dés que possible.

C’est sur la date de ce « possible »
qu’ils se divisent... ®
PATRICE CLAUDE
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Iraqis keep an eye on US vote, but security

By SAME . B

AGHDAD (AP) -- Iragis are following this
week's U.S. election, but the big news here is
the effort to forge a new security agreement that
would keep American troops here for most of the
new president's first term.
The contest between Barack Obama and John
McCain has attracted most attention in Kurdistan,
the three provinces of northern iraq where the
Kurds have enjoyed self-rule since 1991.
Several Kurdish newspapers have dedicated full
pages to the U.S. campaign. Most papers say they
fear Obama would pay less attention to the Kurds,
who have used their close ties to the U.S. to bolster
their political clout in Iraq.
Elsewhere, many Iraqis appear less concerned,
despite striking differences between Obama and
McCain over the war.
Obama opposed the conflict from the start and
promises to end it. McCain was a strong supporter
of the 2003 invasion as well as the troop surge. He
promises to pursue the war to victory.
But many Iraqis say they believe the new president
will look at Iraq differently once the votes are in.
They can't imagine a U.S. president anxious to
leave a country with such oil wealth and strategic
position in the Middle East.
Haider Abdul-Muhsin, a 35-year-old Shiite bus
driver in Baghdad, said he's seen American presi-
dents come and go but "we saw no difference in
their dealings with Iraq.”
"| don't care who wins the U.S. elections because it

Aswat al-lraqﬁ |

pact has full attention

is the institutions, not individuals, that decide U.S.
long-term policies,” he said.

Outside of Kurdistan, that seeming indifference has
been reflected in newspaper and broadcast cover-
age.

"Our coverage of the U.S. election is not heavy
because we believe that the result of the elections
will not have a direct impact on the future of Irag,”
said Ahmed Abdul-Majid, chief editor of Azzaman,
a major Baghdad newspaper.

"There is no difference between McCain and,
Obama because both of them will follow the strate-
gic policies drawn up by decision-making circles,”
he said.

Abdul-Halim Saleh, senior editor at the govern-
ment-owned newspaper Al-Sabah, offered a similar
view: "In the end, strategic policies made in the
United States will not be affected by the changing of
the administrations.”

The idea that institutions and not presidents deter-
mine U.S. policy helps explain why the security
agreement commands so much attention. The
agreement, under negotiation for months, would
keep American troops in Iraq for three more years
but give Iragis a greater role in deciding U.S. mili-
tary operations.

It would also take U.S. troops off the streets of
Baghdad and other major cities by next summer,
giving Iragi soldiers and police a greater role.

But critics believe gives Iraqis too little control of
their own country. The government has asked the
U.S. to agree to changes in the draft before submit-
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ting it to parliament, which must approve it by Dec.
31 when the U.N. mandate expires.

Iraqi officials say they expect a U.S. response only
after Tuesday's election.

Depsite modest campaign coverage, the govern-
ment television station plans live reports from
Washington on Tuesday. And, naturally, Iragis have
their favorites in the race.

Those who favor a quick departure for the Ameri-
cans tend to favor Obama; those who want the U.S.
to stay longer are rooting for McCain.

Farid Asasard, director of the Center of the Strate-
gic Studies in Kurdistan, said Kurdish politicians
believe McCain will maintain the special relation-
ship that began in 1991 when the U.S. and Britain
protected the Kurdish breakaway region from
Saddam Hussein.

"l don't think that the Democrats will support the
Kurds in Iraq,” said Sardar Mohammed, 42, a
teacher in Kurdistan. "They declared that they
would reduce their presence in Iraq to concentrate
more on Afghanistan in contrast to the Republi-
cans.”

Walid Khalid, a 21-year-old Sunni college student
from Baghdad, said he hopes Obama will win
because he is more likely to withdraw U.S. troops
quickly.

"| think he will take a more reasonable attitude
toward my country than the Republicans who were
behind the invasion and destruction of Iraq,” he said.

Iraq’s Shabak community demands

Incorporation

NINEWA / Aswat al-Iraq: Hundreds of Irag’s Shabak people on Sunday
took to the streets in Ninewa calling to include them in Iraq’s Kurdistan
region, according to a local official.

“Today, hundreds of Shabak people staged a peaceful demonstration,
calling to incorporate them into the Kurdistan region on the basis that they
are Kurds, not Arabs,” the head of Ninewa's Basheeqa district, Thanoun
Younis, told Aswat al-iraq.

The Shabak people are an ethnic group that lives primarily in the province
of Ninewa in Iraq. Their language, Shabaki, is a Zaza-Gorani dialect,
similar to Kurdish, with many borrowings from Turkish, Persian, and Ara-
bic. According to another source, they speak a dialect of Kurdish with
borrowings from Arabic and Turkish. They are scattered throughout 35
villages located in the east of Mosul. While Kurds considered the Shabak

into Kurdistan

ethnically Kurds, they identified themselves as Shiites and a separate
ethnic group.

Mosul, the capital city of Ninewa, lies 405 km north of Baghdad.The origi-
nal city of Mosul stands on the west bank of the Tigris River, opposite the
ancient biblical city of Nineveh on the east bank, but the metropolitan area
has now grown to encompass substantial areas on both banks, with five
bridges linking the two sides.Despite having an amount of Kurdish popula-
tion, it does not form part of the area controlled by the Kurdistan Regional
Government (KRG).There are different communities in Mosul like Chris-
tians, Shiites and Kurds along with a Sunni majority.The city is also a
historic center for the Nestorian Christianity of the Assyrians, containing
the tombs of several Old Testament prophets such as Jonah, Yunus in

Arabic, and Nahum.
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Many Kurds support US military bases in Arbil

By Basil Adas, Correspondent
rbil: Many Kurds in Arbil have supported the recent invitation from regional
President Massoud Barzani to establish permanent US military bases in the
Kurdistan region if the security agreement between the US and Iraq fails to pass
parliament.
"Having US bases in the region makes me feel safer and would prevent aggres-
sion towards Kurdistan in the future," Ribwar Mohammad, a student at the
University of Salahuddin in Arbil told Guif News.

But in Baghdad, Barzani's statement angered many Iragi parliamentarians who
described the invitation to US troops as a violation of the Iraqi constitution, which
does not grant regional governments the jurisdiction to act alone regarding
issues of such stature.

Preventing attacks

"The presence of permanent US military bases in the region will prevent any
future attacks by a 'reckless' central government,” Bashdar Ameen, a Kurdish
official in the Ministry of Education said.
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IRAK LES AUTORITES IRAKIENNES RECHIGNENT A INTEGRER LES SUPPLETIFS

A Bagdad, les miliciens du « Réveil » redoutent
le retrait des Américains

BAGDAD

ENVOYE SPECIAL -

11y a seulement deux ans, I'élégant jeune
homme en uniforme qui nous parle

n’aurait pas hésité A tuer n’importe quel GI

américain. Aujourd’hui, il est salarié de
'« US Army ». Il ne jure que par elle, ne
« parle qu’a elle », W'a « confiance qu’en
elle » et, comme une forte majorité de la

minorité arabe sunnite irakienne a laquel- -

l¢ il appartient, Ali Abdel Jabbar Mah-
moud, dit « Abou Seijad » dans son quar-
tier ¢’ Adhamiyah, redoute avant tout son
retrait. ”

Dans ancien café Internet qu’il exploi-
tait naguére et qu’il a reconverti en poste
de commandement, 4 500 m de la célébre
mosquée Abou-Hanifa o1 des dizaines de
« moudjahidins arabes » étrangers, tués
au combat contre « Penvahisseur infidé-
le », sont enterrés, Abou Seijad n’en finit
pasde pester contre « cegouvernement d’in-
justice » auquel il doit désormais rendre
compte. Un accord irako-américaim a en
effet été signé le 1" octobre : désormais, les
49 381 miliciens de Bagdad, en grande
majorité sunnites, appartenant i ces
« comités du Réveil » embauchés par les
Américains pour « matntenir ordre dans
leurs quartiers », cesser de drer sur les

patrouilles etaider, aprés avoir le plus sou-

vent changé de camp, au démantélement
des réseaux djihadistes plus ou moins liés
4 Al-Qaida, sont placés sous la responsabi-
lité du ministére irakien de la défense.

C’estlui, en principe, qui régleraleur solde -

- 300 dollars par homme et par mois ~ dés
la fin octobre. Progressivement,les 50 000
autres « fils d’Irak », comme les Améri-
cains les ont rebaptisés A travers le pays,
passeront, eux aussi, sous le contrdle de
Bagdad.

Probléme : beaucoup rechignent, et les
officiers supérieurs américains eux-
mémes émettent des doutes quant a la
volonté d’un gouvernement dominé parla

- majorité chiite d’intégrer, comme promis,

aumoins 20 % de supplétfs sunnites dans

- P’armée et la police locale. Fin septembre,

3 400 Bagdadis seulement, soit 6,5 % des

effectifs, Pavaient été. Le colonel Adel
Abdel Salam, qui commande la 42° briga-
dedeParméeirakienne, désormais en char-
ge des 2 050 « fils d’Irak » a Adhamiyah,
se plaint devant nous que les Américains,
« contrairement & Laccord conclu », ne lui
aient « toujours pas transmis » les dossiers
personnels de chacun de leurs supplétifs.
Anonymement, un officier californien
explique quw’il traine les pieds « parcequ’ils
ont tendance a les arréter, ce qui est extréme-
ment dangereux ». Abou Seijad, le fringant

* trentenaire qui nousrecoita Adhamiyahet

qui commande 67 « fils d’Irak », réve

. « depuis toyjours » d’entrer dans I'armée.

Mais il est « ¢ertain » que, finalement, il

sera, lui aussi emprisonné. « Des militaires
sont venus récemment dans ce bureau :
Jjétais absent. Ils ont expliqué & mes hommes
que j°étais un meurtrier et un kidnappeur.
Notreancien chef, Abou Abed, qui a fondé les
comités & Bagdad, a été obligé de fuir en Jor-
danie. » De fait, Thomme qui symbolisait
le phénomeéne dans la capitale est aujour-
d’hui accusé par le pouvoir d’avoir com-
mandité des « dizaines » d’assassinats. On
‘a trouvé trois corps enterrés sous l'un de
ses bureaux & Amriya. '

« Double jeu » .

« En fait, nous assure le colonel Abdel
Salam, il jouait double jeu ; il continuait de
travailler pour Al-Qaida contre nous. »
Sous le nez des Américains qui Pont déco-
1é ? « Je continue d’avoir une foi absolue en
{ui », confiajt récemment au Los Angeles
Times, le capitaine Eric Cosper, qui était
son « agent traitant »  Bagdad.

Une chose est sfire : nombre de politi-
ciens chiites, alliés de Nouri Al-Maliki, le

. premier ministre, se méfient des « fils »

sunnites et n’en veulent pas dans les forces
de Pordre. Sous leur pression, dit-on,

M. Maliki vient de mettre en sommeil le

comité irako-américain chargé d’étudier

les dossiers d’intégration. « Nous pensons

que le seuil critique est franchi », dit Ali
Al-Dabbagh, son porte-parole. En clair, la
crainte d’une révolte armée des supplétifs

en déshérence contre le pouvoir légitime
des chiites se dissiperait. .

Abou Seijad, qui a fondé son « comité »
en aofit 2007 pour « protéger » les 40 000

" habitants de son quartier, n’en est pas si

stir. Dans 'accord de sécurité actuelle-
mentdiscuté avec acharnement entre Bag-
dad et Washington, il est prévu que toutes
les « forces de combat » américaines -
devrontavoir quitté lesvilles et villages ira-
liens d’ici au 30juin 2009. « Silegouverne-
ment ne change pas son attitude a notre
égard d’ici 1, certains de mes hommes qui
“travaillaient” avant pour Al-Qaida retour-
neront aucombat »,prédit-il. Deux d’entre
eux, kalachnikov au poing et tenues dispa-
rates, approuvent silencieusement.

Dehors, le flot des voitures s’écoule tran-
quillement. I’atmosphére est calme. Seule
différence apparente avec les quartiers
chiites : 4 Adhamiyah comme dans toutes
les zones sunnites du pays, accroché aux
réverbéres ou hissé sur les casemates des
check-points, c’est "ancien drapeau natio-
nal tricolore, désormais interdit parce que
frappé des trois étoiles de ancien régime
- « Unité, Liberté, Socialisme » ~ qui cla-
que au vent. Céstici précisément, le 9 avril
2003, que Saddam Hussein, sous les
vivats, avait pris son dernier bain de foule
en tantque président dela République ara-
be et socialiste d’Irak... #

PATRICE CLAUDE
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Les Kurdes de Turquie dénoncent les
conditions de détention d’Abdullah Ocalan

Le dirigeant historique du
PKK, qui purge une peine
de prison a vie sur une ile
de la mer de Marmara,
est devenu un prisonnier
encombrant pour Ankara
ISTANBUL
CORRESPONDANCE
1asuffid’une rumeur pour met-
Itre le feu aux poudres. Le
17 octobre, les avocats du lea-

der historique du Parti des tra-
vailleurs kurdes (PKK), Abdullah

Ocalan, dénoncaient de mauvais

traitements infligés 4 leur client.
L’unique pensionnaire de I'ile-pri-
son d’Imrali aurait été maltraité
. par ses gardiens, rapportaient-ils,
aprés Jui avoir rendu visite. « Deux
. gardiens Pont attrapé par les bras et
un trotsiéme l’a poussé vers Uavant.
C’est la premiére agression physi-
“que. Jusqu’ici il n”’avait subi que des
menaces de mort et des insultes »,
- raconte Hatice Korkut, une avoca-
ted’Ocalan.

Bousculé ? Torturé ? Lanouvel-
le, démentie par les autorités tur-
ques, a immédiatement provoqué
des manifestations de colére dans
les villes kurdes. Depuis plus de
deux semaines, pas une journée ne
passesansde nouvellesémeutes. A
Van ou Diyarbakir, des dizaines de

voitures ont été briilées et des grou-
pes d’adolescents -attaquent les’
véhicules blindés & coups de pier-
res. Ces scénes de guérilla urbaine
surviennent méme dans les cités

sans histoire et s’étendent aux -

quartiers populaires d’Istanbul.
A Bruxelles, Strasbourg ou Bey-
routh, les partisans du PKK se sont

également faitentendre. Etdiman- .

che 2 novembre, la tension est
encore montée d’un cran. A Hakka-

ri, le siége local de
I’AKP, le parti au pou-
voir, a été soufflé par

. une explosion, a la veille

de la visite du premier
ministre Erdogan. A
Diyarbakir, un sit-in de
deux jours a été organi-
sé par les élus kurdes du
DTP (parti de la société

- démocratique), a coté

de la base militaire de la

_ville, pour protester

contre la polmque du gouverne-
ment et soutenir Abdullah Ocalan.
Enfin, a Istanbul, un rassemble-
ment sur la place Taksim a été
interdit. Vingt-sept manifestants
ont €té arrétés, alors que le quar-

. tier était quadrillé par]a police anti-
" émeutes.

En tournée dans le Sud-Est,
Recep Tayyip Erdogan a répliqué
vivement a ceftte campagne
menée, selon lui, par le parti pro-

- kurde dans la perspective des

municipales de mars. « Une
nation, un drapeau, un peuple, un
Etat... Ceux qui ne sont pas d’accord
avec ce principe peuvent quitter le

pays » alancé M. Erdogan.Jlaéga- -

lement pris parti en faveur d’un
« citoyen turc » qui dimanche, &
Istanbul, a ouvert le feu au fusil &
pompe sur un groupe de manifes-
tants. « La patience a ses limites »,
a-t-il dit.

La Turquie pensait
pourtanten avoir termi-

l((fll%eel;!;‘g)!st né avec Abdullah Oca-

ce qui est fait lan lorsquen 1999,

aOcalan comme ¢ Ao > fut capturé a

une atteinte Nairobi, au Kenya, au

A sa propre terme d'une cavale
P rocambolesque

intégrite 3
Hasip Kaplan,
député de Sirnak

Condamné a mort, Oca-

lan a finalement vu sa

sentence commuée en
prison i vie, en 2002,
aprés Yabolition de Ia

peine capitale par Ankara. Mais
depuis sa cellule, sur I'ile-prison
d’Imrali, au milieu de la mer de
Marmara,son aurademeure intac-
te et son sort provoque réguliére-
ment des poussées de fiévre,

En 2007, une analyse de son

“ sang avait révélé la présence d’une

quantité importante de chrome et
de strontium. Ses avocats avaient
évoqué un empoisonnement. « Le
peuple kurde pergoit ce qui est fait d

Ocalan comme une atteinted sapro-
pre intégrité, estime le député de
Sirnak, Hasip Kaplan. Nous vou-

lons qu’une commission parlemen-

taire examine les conditions de sa
détention. »

Les défenseurs des droits de
’homme dénoncent lisolement
total auquel est soumniis le leader
kurde. « Quand nous allons le voir,
il y a deux vitres entre nous, jamais
de contact physique, décrit son avo-
cate. Les conversations sont sur-
veillées par une dizaine de gardiens.
Son courrier estépluché et censuré. Il
est enfermé 23 heures sur 24 et a
droit d une radio qui tomberéguliére-

. ment enpanne. » .
Le quotidien Zeman estime a

environ 60 000 euros par jour le
cofit de cette détention sous haute
sécurité. Un millier de soldats sont
mobilisés pour garder ce prison-
nier « VIP » devenu encombrant
pourlaTurquie et qui, selon le gou-
vernement, continue de dicter ses
ordres par P'intermédiaire de ses
avocats. D’autres soulignent les

.incohérences de ses déclarations

récentes et évoquent une possible
manipulation par les forces de
sécurité, La question d’un trans-
fert se repose. « Le maintenir dans
une prison spéciale, constate le cher-
cheur Sedat Laginer, contribue d sa
légende. » »

GUILLAUME PERRIER
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PARLEMENT EUROPEEN

Bruxelles, le 5 novembre 2008

Turquie : rapport de la Commission européenne

LES NEGOCIATIONS d'adhésion avec la Turquie ont été en-
gagées le 3 octobre 2005 et ont progressé au cours de la pé-
riode de référence.

A ce jour, 8 des 33 chapitres de négociation ont été ouverts.
Un chapitre a été provisoirement cloture’3. En outre, des crité-
res de référence ont été fixés comme conditions a remplir pour
l'ouverture de négociations relatives a 13 autres chapitres.4

Critéres politiques

La Turquie continue a remplir suffisamment les critéres politi-
ques de Copenhague. Les progrés sur le plan des réformes
sont cependant restés limités en 2008. Des avancées législati-
ves ont été réalisées dans le domaine de la liberté d'expres-
sion et du renforcement des droits de propriété des commu-
nautés religieuses non musulmanes. Le gouvernement s'est,
en outre, engageé a accroitre les dépenses affectées au projet
du sud-est de I'Anatolie qui vise a remédier aux difficultés éco-
nomiques et sociales de cette région.

A présent que la Turquie a évité une crise politique liée au re-
cours contre le parti au pouvoir déposé devant la cour constitu-
tionnelle, elle doit relancer le processus de réforme politique.
L'absence de dialogue et d'esprit de compromis entre les prin-
cipaux partis politiques a eu des retombées négatives sur le
fonctionnement des institutions - politiques et sur les réformes
politiques. La Turquie a continué a étre la cible d'attentats ter-
roristes perpétrés par le PKK, qui figure sur la liste des organi-
sations terroristes de I'UE.

Le pays doit a présent mettre au point un programme cohérent
et complet de réformes politiques prévoyant notamment une
reforme de la constitution et du pouvoir judiciaire. Il doit en ou-
tre déployer des efforts conséquents dans la plupart des do-
maines relatifs aux critéres politiques.

Critéres économiques

En ce qui concerne les critéres de Copenhague, la Turquie
constitue une économie de marché viable. Elle devrait étre a
méme de faire face & moyen terme aux pressions concurren-
tielles et aux forces du marché au sein de I'Union, pour autant
qu'elle mette en ceuvre son programme global de réformes afin
de remédier aux faiblesses structurelles.

L'économie turque a continué d'enregistrer de bons résultats,

méme si la croissance a été inférieure au potentiel, ce qui
s'explique par un tassement de la demande intérieure consé-
cutif & la mise en ceuvre d'un programme de stabilisation rigou-
reux.

La stabilité macroéconomique reste précaire en raison des be-
soins considérables de financement externe, ce qui rend la
Turquie vulnérable aux changements d'humeur des investis-
seurs. Les résultats sur le plan budgétaire ont été satisfaisants
mais les rigidités structurelles du marché du travail freinent la
création d'emplois, en particulier en ce qui concerne les fem-
mes et les jeunes.

Le gouvernement a mis place de nouvelles initiatives destinées
a dynamiser les investissements dans les infrastructures, afin
de réduire les fortes disparités régionales. Des progrés sensi-
bles ont été réalisés en matiére de libéralisation des prix dans
le secteur de I'énergie.

Ordre juridique de I'UE

La Turquie a continué d'améliorer son aptitude a assumer les
obligations liées a I'adhésion & I'UE. L'alignement de la législa-
tion sur l'ordre juridique de 'UE a progressé dans un certain
nombre de domaines, en particulier pour ce qui est des chapi-
tres consacrés aux réseaux transeuropéens, a l'énergie ainsi
qu'a la science et a la recherche. Des progrés limités ont été
observés dans le domaine du contréle financier. L'alignement
est avancé dans certains domaines tels que la libre circulation
des marchandises, les droits de propriété intellectuelle, la poli-
tique des entreprises et la politique industrielle, la politique
relative aux ententes, la protection des consommateurs et de
la santé, la science et la recherche, de méme que I'énergie. |l
doit étre poursuivi dans les domaines de l'agriculture, de la pé-
che, des politiques vétérinaires et phytosanitaires, des aides
d'Etat, de la justice et des affaires intérieures ainsi que des
politiques sociales et de I'emploi. Les capacités administrati-
ves générales du pays doivent étre améliorées.

Du fait du non-respect par la Turguie des obligations tui incom-
bant en vertu du protocole additionnel a l'accord d'Ankara,
I'Union européenne a décidé, en décembre 2006, de geler les
négociations sur huit chapitres mais de les poursuivre pour les
autres chapitres5.

LETEMPS ¢ novemre 2008

Face aux actions violentes du PKK,

Denis Masmejan

E CONSEIL fédéral a décrété mercredi une série

de mesures contre le PKK (Parti des travailleurs
du Kurdistan) et ses organisations apparentées en
Suisse. Le gouvernement réagit ainsi a la série d'ac-
tions violentes qui ont visé des intéréts turcs dans
plusieurs cantons alémaniques ces quinze derniers
jours. Des actes analogues a ceux qui se sont pro-
duits dans d'autres pays européens, notamment en
Allemagne, et que fe Conseil fédéral condamne
«avec la plus grande fermeté», a-t-il indiqué dans un
communiqué.
Collectes de fonds bannies

Ces attaques, commises le plus souvent au
moyen de cocktails Molotov et qui ont fait un blessé

tion séparatiste kurde.

grave & Béle, parmi les clients du café «Istanbuly,
peuvent désormais étre attribuées avec certitude au
PKK et son organisation de jeunesse, reléve Jiirg
Biihler, chef suppléant du Service d'analyse et de
prévention, le renseignement intérieur suisse. Les
autorités ont authentifié des messages de revendi-
cation adressés a des destinataires en Suisse et a
I'étranger. Des enquétes judiciaires sont en cours
dans les cantons concernés.

Le gouvernement a interdit les collectes de
fonds lors des deux grandes fétes kurdes du mois
de novembre - le 30e anniversaire de la création du
PKK et les 5 ans du Kongra-Gel, le nom qu'a pris
temporairement |'organisation. Les collectes ne se-
ront autorisées que si la destination humanitaire des

le Conseil fédéral sévit

SECURITE. Les agissements menés récemment contre des intéréts turcs en Suisse sont bien le fait de 'organisa-

fonds «ne fait aucun doute». L'argent ne pourra étre
versé qu'a des fondations soumises a la surveillance
des autorités fédérales et dont le but humanitaire est
I'unique objectif. Les services de police de la Confé-
dération et des cantons seront chargés de s'assurer
du respect de cette interdiction, en contrélant no-
tamment les salles ot doivent se dérouler ces évé-
nements.

«Potentiel de violence»

Par ailleurs, le Conseil fédéral a donné la consi-
gne aux autorités compétentes de se montrer plus
vigilantes lors de l'octroi de permis de séjour ou de
la naturalisation a des personnes liées aux organi-
sations en question. A linverse, le «potentiel de vio-
lence manifeste des groupes concernés» devra
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aussi étre davantage pris en compte lorsque les
autorités seront appelées a se prononcer sur le ren-
voi des personnes visées.

La situation nouvelle, née des actions violentes
de ces deux derniéres semaines, doit également
conduire les autorités a ne donner leur accord que
de maniére restrictive a la tenue d'éventuelles mani-
festations. Le renseignement sur les activités du
PKK en Suisse devra aussi étre intensifie.

Pas d'interdiction

Le Conseil fédéral se réserve en outre la possi-
bilité d'adopter une ordonnance permettant de sé-
questrer des avoirs destinés a financer des activités
relevant de I'extrémisme violent.

Dans l'édition de dimanche dernier du Sonn-
tagsBlick, 'ambassadeur de Turquie en Suisse, Alev
Kilig, avait déploré linaction de la Confédération,
regrettant que Berne, contrairement a I'UE, persiste

a refuser de considérer le PKK comme une organi-
sation terroriste. «Dans notre systéme, l'interdiction
d'une organisation est I'ultima ratio. Les mesures
prises jusqu'ici ont permis de contrdler la situation»,
souligne Jiirg Bihler, qui rappelie que jusqu'aux
actes de violence de ces deux derniéres semaines,
«la situation était trés calme»

BAGDAD, 12 nov 2008 (AFP) -

LE TON est monté mercredi en Irak entre le Premier ministre irakien Nouri
al-Maliki et les chefs kurdes sur I'épineuse question des milices pro-
gouvernementales, dont les Kurdes ne veulent pas dans des territoires qu'ils
contrdlent.

M. Maliki a exprimé sa "profonde tristesse" aprés la polémique sur ces grou-
pes formés avec le soutien des tribus locales alliées au gouvernement pour
assurer la sécurité en lrak.

Les Kurdes ont critiqué la formation de ces milices dans des régions majori-
tairement kurdes. lls accusent le Premier ministre de se servir de ces supplé-
tifs pour empécher I'expansion du Kurdistan hors des trois seules provinces
kurdes reconnues.

"Il était nécessaire de créer ces groupes pour assurer |a loi et I'ordre dans les
provinces qui ont connu l'insécurité avant le retour des forces armées venues
rétablir la stabilité", s'est défendu le chef du gouvernement dans un communi-
qué.

Ces milices, souvent plus connues sous le nom de "Sahwa" ("Réveils" en
arabe) sont essentiellement constituées de combattants tribaux.

Le phénoméne, encouragé par I'armée américaine, a commencé dans la
province majoritairement sunnite d'Al-Anbar & la fin de 2006, quand des tribus
locales, financées par les Etats-Unis, ont chassé de leurs territoires les insur-
gés anti-ameéricains.

Ces groupes, appelés aussi "Fils de I'lrak" ou "conseils de soutien" avaient été
accueillis favorablement par toutes les parties, y compris les deux partis
kurdes", a assuré M. Maliki.

"Mais ce soutien s'est transformé en opposition quand, et c'est regrettable,
certains égoistes ont vu que ces conseils locaux pouvaient constituer une
menace pour leurs projets, qui étaient en contradiction avec I'intérét national”,

MILICES PRO-GOUVERNEMENTALES: DESACCORD ENTRE
LE GOUVERNEMENT ET LES KURDES

a-t-il ajouté.

Au début de la semaine, les deux principaux partis kurdes, I'Union patriotique
du Kurdistan (UPK) du président Jalal Talabani et le Parti démocratique du
Kurdistan (PDK) du président de la région kurde Massoud Barzani ont dans un
communiqué commun estimé que ces conseils étaient des groupes armeés
"anticonstitutionnels".

"Nous nous opposons fermement a la constitution de quelque groupe armé que
ce soit, pour quelque raison que ce soit en Irak et au Kurdistan, et en particulier
dans les régions disputées”, ont-ils déclaré, faisant référence a des régions
peuplées majoritairement de Kurdes mais situées en dehors du Kurdistan
irakien.

Les deux partis ont méme comparé ces milices pro-gouvernementales aux
milices kurdes formées par I'ancien dictateur Saddam Hussein qui avaient
combattu les partis kurdes depuis les années 80 jusqu'a la chute du régime en
2003.

Les Kurdes sont particuliérement hostiles & la formation de milices pro-
gouvernementales dans des régions disputées, comme les régions de Mos-
soul et de Kirkouk, riches en pétrole et ol vivent de nombreux kurdes.
Massoud Barzani, président du Kurdistan irakien, a déclaré mercredi: "Les
Kurdes refusent la formation de ces +conseils+ |1& ou ils sont majoritaires.
S'ils sont justifiés dans certaines régions, ils ne sont pas nécessaires ailleurs.
IIs n'ont aucune raison d'étre au Kurdistan et dans les régions disputées. C'est
jouer avec le feu".

Le principal parti chiite, le Conseil supréme islamique en Irak, avait exprimé
la méme opposition a la formation de groupes armés pro-gouvernementaux
dans le sud majoritairement chiite du pays, estimant qu'il s'agissait la d'une
extension illégale du pouvoir fédéral.

Ces milices pourraient jouer un rdle important lors des prochaines élections
provinciales, prévues le 31 janvier dans 14 des provinces irakiennes.

IRAK: CONFLIT ENTRE DES TRIBUS PRO-GOUVERNEMENTALES

ET LES KURDES

TIKRIT (irak), 15 nov 2008 (AFP) -

DES TRIBUS chiites et sunnites d'Irak ont manifesté samedi pour rejeter les
critiques adressées par les dirigeants kurdes contre la création de "comités de
soutien" favorables & un Etat central dans des régions ol les Kurdes estiment
étre majoritaires.

Fait inimaginable autrefois, des centaines de manifestants ont applaudi le nom
du Premier ministre chiite Nouri al-Maliki & Tikrit, le berceau sunnite de
I'ancien dictateur Saddam Hussein. Des défilés ont également eu lieu dans la
ville sunnite de Hawija et dans les villes chiites de Karbala, Najaf, Nassiriyah,
Samawah, et Hilla.

"Nous voulons un Irak unifi€¢", "Kirkouk, Mossoul et Diyala sont irakiennes" ont
scandé les manifestants & Tikrit faisant allusion aux villes et région que les
Kurdes considérent comme faisant partie de leur territoire et veulent les ratta-
cher & leur trois provinces du nord.

"Les tribus irakiennes soutiennent les positions patriotiques de Maliki en
faveur de la préservation de I'unité de I'lrak, de I'établissement d'un Etat de
droit et en faveur de la réécriture de la Constitution”, a assuré le député Farhan
al-Aoud, conseiller du Premier ministre pour la province.

Le chef du gouvernement a déclaré réecemment qu'il souhaitait une modifica-
tion de la Loi fondamentale pour donner plus de pouvoir & I'Etat fédéral par
rapport aux provinces.

"Il n'existe pas de régions contestées, il y a un seul pays", a ajouté M. al-Aoud.

Dans e nord de I'lrak, en raison de la politique d'arabisation menée par Sad-
dam Hussein durant les années 1980, les Kurdes estiment avoir été lésés au
profit de tribus arabes.

"Ceux qui s'opposent au plan de Maliki souhaitent un Irak faible et ambition-
nent de diviser le pays", assure Ahmad al-Doulaimi, membre du "conseil de
soutien" dans la province de Salaheddine, dont Tikrit est la capitale.

Dans le stade de Hawija, une autre ville sunnite prés de Kirkouk, qui fut sur-
nommeée autrefois la "Kandahar d'lrak”, en raison de la présence de nombreux
insurgés, des milliers de personnes ont cri¢ “Maliki est I'honneur de notre
pays", un slogan & la mode & I'époque de Saddam Hussein.

Le Premier ministre a affirmé cette semaine que ces “conseils de soutien
aidaient les forces de sécurité & défaire les insurgés mais les Kurdes y voient
un moyen pour le Premier ministre d'accroitre son influence et de réduire
leurs aspirations & un élargissement de leur zone autonome.

Des centaines de membres des tribus, dont des chefs en habits traditionnels,
ont manifesté dans les rues de le ville sainte chiite de Kerbala, & 110 km au
sud de Bagdad, et plus au sud & Najaf.

Le gouverneur de la province de Kerbala, Aqgil al-Khazali a rejeté I'allégation
des Kurdes selon qui ces comités sont anti-constitutionnels.

"Y a-t-il un probléme si le gouvernement tend la main aux tribus irakiennes
pour avenir du nouvel Irak? Veulent-ils que nous parlions des violations qu'ils
commettent? Les peshmergas (combattants kurdes) sont-ils constitution-
nels?", a-t-il lancé aux manifestants. :
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Area of Iraq
subsumed
by influx
of Kurds

Yazidis’ protection
comes at a cost
By Campbell Robertson

QAHTANIYA, Iraq: When an Ameri-
can platoon rolled into this dusty Yazidi
town in the country’s northwest corner,
a few kilometers from the Syrian bor-
der, the soldiers were greeted by dozens
of people holding out pink and yellow -
Post-It notes. The notes appeared so
quickly, it seemed the people must have
been carrying them at all times, just in
case. On each was a name, written care-
fully in the Roman alphabet, and each

_ came with a question: Can you tell me

where this person is? :

On the evening of Aug. 14, 2007, four
truck bombs exploded here in Qahtan-
iya and in the nearby towns of Jazira
and Azair, killing 313 people and
wounding 704, local officials said.
Nearly 400 houses were destroyed in
the attack, the largest coordinated
bombing of the Iraq war. The explo-
sions were so huge that dozens of those
closest to the bombs vanished without a
trace, leaving their relatives to wonder,
more than a year later, where they could
have gone.

“We just want to know if they’re alive
or dead,” said Ismail Zandin Jindo, 70,
who was holding out two wrinkled
birth certificates. :

Iraqi and American officials pinned
responsibility for the bombings on.
Sunni Arab extremists, to whom the
Yazidis, adherents of an ancient reli-
gion with roots in Zoroastrianism, are
devil worshipers.

The year that followed was one of re-
building, and still the center of the vil-
lage appears as one enormous construc-
tion project. But after the violence,
tensions have only gotten worse. .

Immediately after the attacks, Kurd-
ish security forces, having already made
a fortress of the city of Sinjar to the
north, moved into Qahtaniya and other
Yazidi villages. They surrounded the
towns with earthen berms, set up
checkpoints and created an effective
wall between the Yazidi areas and the
Arab villages to the south, towns that
have been crippled by drought and be-
come dominated by Sunni insurgents.

While Qahtaniya lies far outside the
boundaries of Kurdistan, the Kurds have
a long history in the area, which had a
significant Kurdish population until 1975,
the year of a failed Kurdish uprising.

Just as Saddam Hussein would do de-
cades later in the fractious city of

Kirkuk, the Baathist government pur-
sued a policy of ethnic and sectarian
mixing, moving Yazidis into towns
around Sinjar and Arabs into towns

farther south, near the rich wheat and '
_ barley fields on the edge of the desert.

Many Kurds in Sinjar were kicked out,
leaving the area mostly devoid of Kurd-
ish influence for the next three decades.

The Kurds returned to the Sinjar area
in 2003, almost simultaneously with the
American invasion of Iraq. Since then,
they have made Sinjar a striking ex-
ample of Kurdish military and econom-

ic efficiency. BMWs are not uncommon -

sights. They have also taken harsh mea-
sures against the Arabs — not, they
claim, without reason.

“We could throw all the Arabs out of
the city,” said Karim Sinjari, the Kurd-
ish minister for internal affairs, whose
own family was forced out in 1976 after

© his participation in the Kurdish upris-

ing. “But the Americans told us we have
to wait.”

Kurdish officials say that without the -

tight security, the residents of small
towns like Qahtaniya would be left vul-
nerable to slaughter. They further argue
that the Kurdish-speaking Yazidis, if ai-
lowed to vote in a constitutionally man-
dated referendum, would choose to be
administered by the Kurdistan regional
government.

Most Yazidis would agree — in pub-
lic.

Hamed Ido Hammo, a village elder in
Qahtaniya, is one of the few willing to
speak out openly against the Kurds.
surrounded by approving listeners in
his quiet courtyard on a hot afternoon,
Hammo said the Kurdish security pres-
ence was nothing less than a power
grab, an opinion not hard to find in con-
versations around the town. In a sign of
the profound distrust that exists be-
tween Kurds and some Yazidis, Hammo
even claimed that the bombings had
been provoked by Kurdish troops.

“Now they have an excuse to rule the
area and say it’s not safe,” he said.
“They say the bad people are Arabs so
they can take over.” :

Local Yazidi residents complain that
the Kurds pay tribal leaders for their loy-
alty — an accusation the Kurds deny —
and that they arrest anyone who opposes
their presence. As evidence they point to
several people who were detained after

Hopes of revitalizing the

economy have not been

helped by the presence
of Kurdish security forces.

talking to a team from the United Na-
tions about the situation in Sinjar.

Buit even if Yazidis would like to, it is
impossinle to return to the situation be-
fore 2003.

The Arab villages to the south, towns
like Baaj, where a hulking granary that

once supported the town now sits idle,
have suffered severely in the last five
years. Reeling from the drought, the
towns were overrun in 2004 and 2005
by insurgents who used them as bases
for attacks on Mosul, Tal Afar and other
cities in the region. A strict form of Is-
lam was enforced, and extortion was
rampant.

Since then, American and Iraqi
forces have tried to clean out the insur-
gents and rebuild the towns, but “ter-
rorists still exist” said Abdulraheem
Jassim Mohammed, the mayor of Baaj,
the largest of the villages. “Even in the
police.”

Hopes of revitalizing the economy

have not been helped by the presence of
the Kurdish security forces, local resi-
dents and American military officials
say. Since the Kurds’ arrival, Arabs have
been afraid to go to Yazidi towns like
Qahtaniya, even to draw water from the
wells, and it has become nearly im-
possible for Arabs to buy real estate or
find jobs in Sinjar.

With tensions between Yazidis and
Sunni Arabs growing, even Yazidis who
bristle under the Kurdish presence say
they would vote to join Kurdistan in a
referendum, if only for the security.

There is a further problem, though.
The Sinjar area is separated from Kur-
distan by a vast stretch of land occupied
by Arab tribes that maintain friendly re-

‘lationships with the Kurds but have no

intention of joining Kurdistan.

The near-impossibility of attaching
the Sinjar area to Kurdistan has promp-
ted some local Yazidis — as well as
some American military officials — to
suspect that the Kurds are using these
areas as leverage, a bargaining chip for
political negotiations over the status of
Kirkuk. Kurdish officials deny that this
is the case, insisting that a popular ref-
erendum is the only way to redress Sad-
dam Hussein’s demographic manipula-
tion. :

All of which leaves the largely peace-
ful Yazidis of Qahtaniya in the all-too-
familiar position for Iraqgi minorities of
existing between two antagonistic
forces. As the 2007 bombings made hor-
rifyingly clear, that can be an extremely
dangerous place to be.

“We have nobody to ask for help,”
said Hammo, the village elder, “except
God and the American Army.”

. Atheer Kakan contributed reporting
from Baghdad.
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emonte  Le gouvernement irakien vote la prolongation
de la presence militaire américaine jusqu’en 2011

pprouvé par le gouvernement de Bag-

P« accord de sécurité » irako-améri-
cain marque une étape essentielle,
pour P’Irak et les Etats-Unis, plus de
cmq ans aprés le déclenchement de la guerre lan-
cée par Padministration Bush contre le régime de
Saddam Hussein. Si tout se déroule comme prévu
— et, d’abord, si les 275 députés de ’Assemblée
irakienne ratifient cet accord —, les troupes de
combat américaines se retireront des villes et vil-

lages irakiens d’ici au 30 juin 2009. 11 est prévu-

que le corps expéditionnaire, esimé &
146 000 soldats, ait qultte le pays le 31 décem-
bre 2011.

Rendu possible par ’amélioration des condi-
tions de sécurité depuis environ un an - notam-
ment la fin de la guerre civile entre majorité chii-
te et minorité sunnite ~, le calendrier des replis et
retraits 4 venir s’articule assez bien avec le pro-
gramme annoncé par le président américain élu,
Barack Obama. Celui-ci a répété, dimanche,
qu’aprés son entrée en fonctions, le 20 janvier
20009, il entendait « appeler [état-major et les res-
ponsables de la sécurité nationale [ préparer] un
plan de retrait [des troupes d’Irak] ». Pendant les
primaires démocrates, M. Obama avait précisé,
pour se démarquer d’Hillary Clinton, qu’élu prési-
dent il rapatrierait toutes les ‘« troupes de com-
bat » dans un délai de seize mois aprés son élec-
tion. 11 a ensuite cessé de marteler ce calendrier,
évoquant plut6t un retrait « responsable » condi-
tionné par les développements sur le terrain.

La surenchére rhétorique des hommes politi-
ques irakiens, préparant des élections régionales
capitales fin janvier, masque une vérité : cette évo-
lution du programme américain les satisfait.
Aucun responsable, 4 Bagdad, ne souhaite un
départ précipité de 'armée américaine. Les princi-
paux chefs des forces irakiennes, & commencer
par les ministres de l'intérieur et de la défense,
répétent que les besoins logistiques et de forma-
tion de leurs 700 000 hommes demeurent impor-
tants « pour les années qui viennent ».

D’ici 4 la fin 2011, il est possible que les termes
de Paccord soient révisés et que des forces améri-
caines demeurent stationnées en Irak au-deja de
cette date. Le calendrier arrété aujourd’hui n’en
signifie pas moins le passage de la guerre  Ia coo-
pération militaire. C’est un progrés notable. m

dad, dimanche 16 novembre,

Le Parlement doit a présent

se prononcer sur ce texte,

qui précise le statut juridique
des troupes américaines

apres I'expiration, en décembre,
du mandat des Nations unies

négociations pour y parvenir. Diman-

Il aura fallu prés de neuf mois d’apres
che 16 novembre, sous la conduite de

son chef, Nouri Al-Maliki, le gouverne-

ment de coalition, quiregroupe les princi-
paux partis politiques irakiens, a approu-
vé un accord capital aux termes duquel
les soldats amnéricains, qui occupent le
pays depuis P'invasion du 20 mars 2003,
devront avoir plié bagages avant le
31 décembre 2011.

Ce document de 31 articles, qui codlﬁe
les conditions juridiques et opérationnel-

. les dans lesquelles les 146 000 militaires

américains stationnés en Irak pourronty
rester trois années supplémentaires, doit
encore étre approuvé, dans les dix jours,
par une majorité simple des 275 élus du
Conseil irakien des représentants.
Lorsque ce vote sera acquis, ce qui,
théoriquement, ne devrait pas poser pro-

bléme puisque la coalition gouvernemen-
tale contréle les deux tiers des élus, le tex-
te sera soumis au Conseil présidentiel,
composé du président de la République,
Jalal Talabani (Kurde), et de ses deux vice-
présidents, Tarek Al-Hachémi (Arabe
sunnite), et Adel Abdel Malidi(Arabe chii-
te). Cet accord ne concerne pas les 5 000
autres soldats etrangers, dont 4 000 Bri-
tanniques basés & Bassora, qui devraient.
quitter Irak dans les mois qui viennent.
Prudemment saluée par la Maison
Blanche comme « une étape importante et
posmve », la décision du gouvernement,
acquise & main levée et & 'unanimité
moins une voix des 28 ministres présents
— les neuf autres ministres ayant été
« excusés » pour diverses raisons -,
-devrait permettre a I'Irak, si le processus
d’approbation est clos avant le 31 décem-
bre, de retrouver, & partir du 1% janvier
2009, Pessentiel de sa souveraineté natio-
nale. Ce qui inclut, notamment, plusieurs
dizaines de milliards de dollars retenus
par le Conseil de sécurité des Nations
unies au titre des dettes, réparation et

indemnités dues aux pays agressés par le
régime déchu de Saddam Hussein.

La décision gouvernementale n’a pu
étre obtenue qu’aprés que les Etats-Unis

- ont accepté de préciser qu’ils n’enten-

daient conserver ni soldats ni bases mili-
taires en Irak au-dela du 31 décem-

" bre 2011. Jugée « trop vague » par cer-

tains membres de la coalition, et surtout
par le grand ayatollah Ali Sistani, la plus
haute autorité religieuse chiite du pays &
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laquelle 1a majorité fait allégeance, 1a for-

mulation précédente laissait la porte
» ouverte A un éventuel maintien des trou-

| pes américaines au-dela de cette date. *

| Les sceptiques remarquent cependant

' que rien n’interdira 4 un autre gouverne-
ment irakien - les prochaines élections
générales auront lieu fin 2009 - de négo-
cierunnouvel accord. Intitulé SOFA (Sta-
tus of Forces Agreement) par les Etats-
Unis, sur le modéle des accords similaires
conclus avec ’Allemagne ou le Japon au
lendemain de la seconde guerre mondia-
le, le document a été rebaptisé « accord de
retrait des forces » par un pouvoir irakien
qui n’ignore pas I'impopularité de ce que
Pimmense majorité des citoyens continue

passent sous juridiction irakienne.

. Aucuncitoyenirakien he peut plus étre

arrété et détenu plus de vingt-quatre

. heures par des forces étrangéres
sans l'intervention d'un juge irakien.
. Aucune opération militaire offensive

ne peut plus étrelancée par 'armée
américaine sans I'accord préalable
des autorités irakiennes.

Les Etats-Unis s’engagent a n'utifiser
nile territoire nil'espace aérien

. oumaritime irakien pour « attaquer

’

.LECALENDRIER D'APPLICATION DE L’ACCORD

1% janvier 2009 : les 16 500 citoyens
. irakiens détenus par les Américains

un pays » vmsm dellrak.. -
Liimmunité des soldats coupables
decrimes perpetres « horsdeleur
service » contre des lraklens

est susceptible d'étre remiseen cause -
par une commission conjointe
irako-américaine.

30 juin: toutes les troupes américaines
de combat devront avoir quitté les vxlles
et agglomeratlons irakiennes pour:

se cantonnerdans des bases situées
hors des zones peuplées.

31décembre 2011: départde € toutes
les troupes américaines » d' Irak

d’appeler « Poccupation américaine ». %
: PATRICE CLAUDE

es marchés s’impatientent.
Depuis le début de la crise
financiére mondiale, les
milieux d’affaires turcs
réclament un peude bon sens de la

part du premier ministre, Recep .

Tayyip Erdogan: « La Turquie
devrait signer un nouvel accord avec
le Fonds monétaire international
(FMI), a répété Arzuhan Yalgin-
dag, la présidente de la Tiisiad, le
patronat turc. Cela ne blesserait pas
son honneur. » .

Malgré les pressions, le chef du
-gouvernement se montre réticent
-a l'idée de s’engager avec le FMI.

Le dernier prét, d'un montant de
10 milliards de dollars (8 milliards
d’euros), a pris fin au mois de mai.
"Depuis, c’est le statu quo. « Pas
questiond’assombrir notre avenir en
cédant au FMI », a claironné, fin
octobre, M. Erdogan. Il accuse
Pinstitution de vouloir « étrangler

la Turquie ». « Nous signons des .

accords uniguement si nos intéréts

sont satisfaits », a-t-il ajouté.
Changement de ton, ce week-

end, au sommet du G20, 4 Wash-

feNionde
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Ecofrictions La Turquie
peut-elle se passer du FMI'?

L’économie locale
montre des signes

de faiblesse. Un prét de
20 milliards de dollars
donnerait un peu d’air. -
Mais Ankara renécle

ington, auquel la Turquie, 17° éco-
nomie mondiale, était conviée. En
marge de la réunion, M. Erdogan

.a multiplié les entretiens. Avec le

patron de la Banque mondiale,

mmais surtout avec Dominique

Strauss-Kahn, samnedi. « La ren-

contre a été fructueuse, il pourraity .

avotr un accord dans un futur pro-

che », a déclaré le directeur géné-

ral du FMI. Un prét & moyen ter-
me de la Réserve fédérale améri-
caine (Fed) ala Turquie est egale-
ment a 'étude.

En octobre, les discussions avec
Ia délégation du FMI ont viré au
dialogue de sourds. Une recom-
mandation adiessée a la Turquie a
déplu : « Mettreen place un contré-
le plus strict des dépenses publigues
au niveau local. » Ce que refuse
Ankara, a quatre mois d’élections
municipales a fort enjeu. Le Parti
de la justice et du développement
au pouvoir espére confirmer sa per-
cée dans le sud-est, @ majorité kur-
de, et méne une politique dispen-
dieuse dans les fiefs & conquérir.
Un cofiteux plan d’action pour cet-
te région déshéritée est prograin-
mé. Le but est donc de gagner un
peude temps avant de signer.

Les dirigeants turcs soulignent
volontiers que le systéme bancai-
re résiste bien au choc mondial.
Mais, selon la plupart des analys-
tes, ’économie turque montre
d’inquiétants signes de faiblesse
et risque, a trop tarder, de perdre
son « avantage compétitif ». Un
prétde 20 milliards dedollarsdon-
nerait un peu d’air. Le représen-

tant de la Banque mondiale en

Turquie, Ulrich Zachau a souli-

- gné, lanécessité de réduire Pendet-

tement. Le déficit de la balance

des paiements devrait atteindre

50 milliards de dollars en 2008 :

laconséquence d’un retraitimpor-

tant des capitaux étrangers,
moteurs dela bonne santé de 'éco-

nomie turque depuis 2003.

Le gouverneur de la banque
centrale, Durgun Yilmaz,a annon-
cé une baisse de 5,5 % de la pro-
duction industrielle pour le mois
de septembre, le plus fort recul
depuis 2002. Des milliers d’em-
plois disparaissent déja dans le
textile ou P’automobile, avertis-
sent les entreprises. Et les prévi-
sions de croissance officielles
pour 'année 2009 (+ 4 %) sem-
blent intenables : une croissance
nulle, voire négative, est attendue
pour la fin d’année. Dans. ces
conditions, une aide du FMI
« n’est pas nécessaire mais serait

- bénéfigue a léconomie turque », a
déclaré M. Yilmaz. &

GUILLAUME PERRIER
(ISTANBUL, CORRESPONDANCE)
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RUSSIAN NEWS &
INFORMATION AGENLY)|

NovosTI

ANKARA, 18 novembre 2008- RIA Novosti.

L'ACCORD de partenariat stratégique signé lundi par les Etats-Unis et
I'lrak et donnant le controle de I'espace aérien irakien a Bagdad a partir
du 1er janvier 2009 empéchera l'aviation turque de lutter contre les
séparatistes kurdes dans le nord de I'lrak, a annoncé mardi le quoti-
dien turc Hurriyet.

"Conformément au nouvel accord, la Turquie sera obligée de deman-
der l'autorisation de I'administration irakienne pour effectuer ses raids
aériens dans le nord de [I'lrak a partir du 1er janvier prochain”, rapporte
le journal. "Compte tenu de l'influence de I'administration régionale de
I'lrak du Nord de Massoud Barzani au sein du gouvernement irakien, la
Turquie aura du mal & obtenir une autorisation pour ses raids”, selon le
quotidien.

La Turquie peut lancer une opération transfrontaliere dans le nord de
Irak sans demander l'autorisation de Bagdad, indique le journal se
référant & un responsable turc. "L'lrak ne dispose pas d'un systéme de
défense antiaérienne puissant. La Turquie peut donc lancer une opéra-
tion en cas de nécessité", note le quotidien.

En novembre 2007, le président américain George W.Bush et le pre-

L'accord de partenariat américano-irakien empéche a la
Turquie de lutter contre les séparatistes

mier ministre turc Recep Tayyip Erdogan se sont mis d'accord sur l'or-
ganisation des opérations aériennes turques dans l'espace aérien ira-
kien qui est actuellement contrélé par la partie américaine, rappelle le
journal. Selon les militaires turcs, les raids visent l'infrastructure terro-
riste du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK) considéré comme
une organisation terroriste par I'Organisation des Nations unies et
'Union européenne. Le PKK meéne depuis prés d'un quart de siecle
une lutte armée pour l'autonomie des Kurdes dans le sud-est de la
Turquie. Ce conflit a déja fait plus de 40.000 morts.

Depuis décembre 2007, l'armée turque a effectué pius de 30 opéra-
tions militaires - principalement aériennes - dans le nord de |'lrak dans
le cadre d'un mandat d'un an délivré par le parlement turc en octobre
2007 et prolongé d'un an le 8 octobre dernier.

Aux termes du nouvel accord signé par Washington et Bagdad, les
troupes américaines cesseront de patrouiller les villes et villages ira-
kiens aprés le 30 juin 2009 et quitteront I'lrak avant fin 2011. L'accord,
qui a été approuvé par le gouvernement irakien, doit &tre ratifié par le
parlement le 24 novembre prochain.

TEHERAN, 18 nov 2008 (AFP)

LES FORCES de sécurité iraniennes ont tué un nombre indéterminé de
rebelles kurdes dans l'ouest de I'lran, a indiqué mardi I'agence de presse
iranienne Fars.

"Lors d'une opération, plusieurs membres du groupe terroriste Pejak, tous des
turcs, ont &té tués”, a déclaré a 'agence Hojatollah Damyad, un responsable
de la sécurité au bureau du gouverneur dans la province de Kermanshah.

Il n'a pas précisé la date de 'opération mais a ajouté que quatre membres du
Pejak, dont une fille de 16 ans, avaient été arrétés dans la ville de Sanandaj.

Le parti indépendantiste Pejak, acronyme du "Parti de la vie libre au Kurdis-

IRAN: PLUSIEURS REBELLES KURDES TUES DANS
UN ACCROCHAGE AVEC LA POLICE

tan”, a des liens étroits avec les rebelles du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan
(PKK), un mouvement séparatiste basé en Turquie et dans le nord de I'lrak,
qui mene une lutte armée contre Ankara depuis 1984.

Ces derniéres années, les affrontements meurtriers ont été fréquents entre les
forces iraniennes et les militants du Pejak, qui opérent depuis des bases-
arriére du nord-est de I'lrak.

L'lran est le théatre d'une montée des violences dans plusieurs régions ol
vivent d'importantes minorités ethniques, comme le Sistan-Balouchistan (sud-
est) ou le Khouzestan (sud-ouest), ainsi que dans les zones kurdes.

L'ran accuse la Grande-Bretagne et les Etats-Unis, qui démentent, d'étre
derriére ces violences.

BAGDAD, 19 nov 2008 (AFP) -

L'IRAK et la Turguie, avec le soutien actif des Etats-Unis, ont franchi mercre-
di une étape supplémentaire dans leur collaboration contre les rebelles kurdes
du PKK, avec la création d'un comité conjoint destiné & contrecarrer leurs
activités.

Une rencontre tripartite de haut niveau a eu lieu dans la Zone verte 4 Bagdad,
en présence du ministre turc de I'Intérieur Besir Atalay, du Premier ministre
irakien Nouri al-Maliki et de I'ambassadeur des Etats-Unis & Bagdad, Ryan
Crocker.

Selon le porte-parole du gouvernement irakien Ali al-Dabbagh, "le gouverne-
ment irakien, le gouvernement turc et les Etats-Unis ont décidé de former un
comité pour travailler sur la menace que constitue le PKK pour la sécurité et la
stabilité de la Turquie et de I'lrak".

"Ce comité va prendre les mesures nécessaires pour empécher toute activité
possible de cette organisation en territoire irakien ou dans la zone frontaliére
entre la Turquie et I'lrak”, a-t-il ajouté.

A lissue de cette réunion, M. Maliki a déclaré: "Tout ce qui nuit & la Turquie
nous nuit & nous aussi. Le gouvernement irakien tient & faire progresser ses
relations avec la Turquie. Cette visite marque une étape importante dans
|'effort des deux pays contre I'organisation terroriste du PKK™.

Pour sa part, le ministre turc de I'Intérieur a assuré que "la création de ce
comité va favoriser la coopération entre nos deux pays" et que "la Turquie
soutient les efforts de sécurité et de stabilité de I'lrak".

Cote irakien, ce comité sera dirigé par le ministre d'Etat pour la Sécurité
nationale, Shirwan al-Waili, et comprendra notamment le ministre de I'Inté-

L'IRAK, LA TURQUIE ET LES ETATS-UNIS FORMENT
UN COMITE ANTI-PKK

rieur de la région autonome du Kurdistan, Karim Sinjari.

Ankara dénonce régulierement I'utilisation par les rebelles du PKK (Parti des
travailleurs du Kurdistan), actifs depuis 1984 dans le sud-est de la Turquie, de
bases situées dans les montagnes du nord de I'irak pour lancer leurs attaques
en Turquie.

Quelque 44.000 personnes ont été tuges dans les affrontements entre rebelles
kurdes et forces de sécurité turques depuis 1984.

La Turquie a souvent accusé Bagdad de tolérer, voire d'aider le PKK, considé-
ré par les Etats-Unis, I'Union européenne et la Turquie comme une organisa-
tion terroriste.

Le gouvemement du Kurdistan irakien (nord), en particulier, est réguliérement
soupgonné par Ankara de condamner publiquement mais de tolérer dans les
faits les activités du PKK.

Selon les autorités de la province, qui jouit d'une trés large autonomie au sein
de I'Etat fédéral irakien surtout en matiére de sécurité, les rebelles du PKK
opérent dans des régions si reculées, si inaccessibles, qu'ils sont hors d'at-
teinte de son armée ou de sa police.

Toutes les routes de montagne menant aux zones ol le PKK est actif sont
étroitement contrlées par les forces kurdes d'lrak mais, selon les villageois
des environs, de multiples pistes de contrebande existent dans la région, qui
permettent tous les trafics.

Au début du mois, le Parlement turc a prolongé d'un an son mandat au gouver-
nement l'autorisant & mener des opérations militaires transfrontaliéres contre
les bases irakiennes du PKK. La premiére opération de ce type de l'armée
turque a eu lieu en octobre 2007.

L'armée turque méne régulieérement des raids, aériens ou terrestres, et bom-
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Armanian journalist who was shot dead by an
ultranationalist Turk in 2007, apart. This
mindset carries the sorrow of the Sept. 6-7
incidents [a state-sponsored campaign de-
signed to intimidate Turkey's non-Turkish com-
munities into leaving their homeland to clear
the way for a homogeneous Turkish state] to
our day. The fact that this mindset has grabbed
the opportunity to be represented by a
prominent figure of the ruling party is a mis-
fortune for all of us," Bayramoglu states.

Star's Eser Karakag says he is surprised to

see that a defense minister who did not utter a
single word on the Oct. 3 Aktiitiin terrorist at-

related to national defense has now delivered
a speech on nation building. "He says: ‘Before
the foundation of the republic, there were four
districts in Ankara, where Jews, Armenians,
Greeks and Turks lived. Minorities owned the
fertile lands in the Aegean region. The most
important step in building this nation was the
population exchange. Mind you, would we be
such a nation-state if the Greeks in the Aegean
region or Armenians here and there [in Tur-
key| continued to stay?' Everything he said
was politically and legally scandalous,” re-
marks Karakag, adding that Goniil violated the
Constitution and committed a crime with these
remarks. "According to Article 66 of the Con-

70,000] and Greeks [who number around
3,000] live in Turkey as our citizens. Goniil
made a blunder by considering these citizens a
‘threat to the nation-state.' This is a crime ac-
cording to the Constitution. The defense minis-
ter should either resign or be removed from
office. He should, furthermore, be (ried in ac-
cordance with Article 216 of the Turkish Penal
Code [TCK] since he declared Armenians and
Greeks, who are our citizens, non-national
elements. This absurdity cannot have anything
to do with freedom of expression," Karakag
concludes.

tack that left many Turkish soldiers dead and
who does not brief the nation on issues directly

stitution, Armenians

[who number around

International Crisis Group

Crisis Group
VIDAKING YO PREVENT

COHFLICT WORLDWIDE

Middle East Report N°81 13 November 2008

TURKEY AND IRAQI KURDS: CONFLICT OR COOPERATION?

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

AT A TIME when rising Arab-Kurdish tensions again threaten Irag’s
stability, neighbouring Turkey has begun to cast a large shadow over
Iragi Kurdistan. It has been a study in centrasts: Turkish jets periodi-
cally bomb suspected hideouts of the banned Kurdistan Workers Party
(Partiya Karkerén Kurdistan, PKK) in northern Iraq, and Ankara ex-
presses alarm at the prospect of Kurdish independence, yet at the
same time has significantly deepened its ties to the Iragi Kurdish re-
gion. Both Turkey and Irag’s Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG, a
term Turkey studiously avoids) would be well served by keeping ultra-
nationalism at bay and continuing to invest in a relationship that,
though fragile and buffeted by the many uncertainties surrounding Iraq,
has proved remarkably pragmatic and fruitful.

Ankara’s policy toward Irag is based on two core national interests:
preserving that country's territorial integrity and fighting the PKK,
whose rebels use remote mountain areas on the border as sanctuary
and staging ground for attacks inside Turkey. From Turkey’s perspec-
tive, Iraq’s disintegration would remove a critical counterweight to lra-
nian influence and, more ominously, herald the birth of an independent
Kurdish state in northern Iraq, thus threatening to inflame Kurdish na-
tionalist passions inside Turkey. As a result, it has sought to prevent
the sectarian conflict in Iraq’s centre from escalating, Iragi Kurds from
seceding and the PKK from prospering.

There is broad consensus in Turkey regarding these goals. However,
opinions diverge on how best to achieve them. Members of the Kemal-
ist-nationalist establishment — the Turkish armed forces, powerful parts
of the bureaucracy, the Republican People’s Party and the Nationalist
Movement Party — view the KRG and the Kurdish national ideal it rep-
resents as an existential threat. They are convinced that a far more
aggressive posture toward the KRG is required to force it to stop pro-
tecting the PKK. As a result, they advocate isolating it diplomatically,
limiting its authority to the pre-2003 internal boundaries and keeping it
economically weak.

Pro-European liberal circles, the ruling religious-conservative Justice
and Development Party (Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisi, AKP) and Kurdish
elites take a different view. They see the landlocked Kurdistan federal
region as vuinerable and having littie choice but to rely on Turkey for
protection (for example, from a resurgent central Iraqi state) and eco-
nomic prosperity. They view the area as a potential buffer between
Turkey and the rest of Iraq which, in the event of a U.S. withdrawal,
could revert to civil war. They believe the best way to combat the PKK
is to persuade the KRG to do so. For these reasons, they advocate
stronger diplomatic, political and economic ties with the KRG in order
to extend Turkish influence, cement the Kurdistan federal region more
solidly within Irag and ensure action is taken against the PKK.

Divisions have yielded a measure of confusion, but the end-result has
been a strikingly pragmatic and largely effective compromise between
the AKP and the more traditional establishment, combining military

pressure, politics, diplomacy and economic incentives. On the issue of
Iraq’s political future, Turkey has come to accept that the question no
longer is whether it wilt be a federation or a unitary state but rather
what type of federation will arise and with what degree of decentralisa-
tion. It also has steered a middle course in the struggle over Kirkuk,
disputed between Kurds, Arabs, Turkomans and others. In particular, it
stopped relying on the Turkoman population for its main leverage
points, instead insisting on preserving the city’'s multi-ethnic/religious
fabric. In so doing, it can hinder the Kurds’ exclusive claim to the oil-
rich region without which the KRG would probably lack the economic
autonomy necessary for genuine independence.

Turkey has proved adroit in other ways too. It has deepened economic
ties with the Kurdish area while holding back on providing material aid
to its energy sector or allowing the KRG to export oil and gas through
its territory until Irag has adopted a federal hydrocarbons law — a step
which Ankara considers critical to that country’s territorial integrity. Fi-
nally, Turkey has mounted limited military cross-border operations
against the PKK, designed more to pressure the KRG to take action
and convince the U.S. to use its own leverage than to crush the Kurd-
ish movement — overall, a far more effective way of dealing with this
perennial challenge than serial Turkish bombing, whose military impact
(as opposed to any temporary political benefits) is highly questionable.
In short, Turkey has both pressured and reached out to Irag’s Kurdish
authorities, concluding this is the optimal way to contain the PKK, en-
courage lIraqgi national reconciliation and tie the Kurds more closely with
the central state.

There have been real benefits for the KRG as well. The slowly warming
relationship is based on its realisation that U.S. forces may draw down
significantly in the next two years, leaving the Kurds increasingly de-
pendent on the federal government and neighbouring states such as
Turkey and Iran. Under this scenario, Turkey would be a more useful
partner to the Kurds than either Baghdad or Tehran, because of the
prospect it offers of access to the European Union (which, even at An-
kara’s current customs union relationship to Brussels, would exceed as
an economic magnet anything even an oil-rich Irag would offer); its
availability as a trans-shipment country for Kurdish oil and gas; its abil-
ity to invest in major infrastructure projects; and the better quality of the
goods it sells to Irag’s Kurdistan federal region.

The result has been a (still fragile) victory for pragmatism over ultra-
nationalism on both sides of the border. Rapprochement between Tur-
key and the KRG will not solve all problems, nor root out the unhelpful
spasms of nationalist rhetoric that intermittently contaminate political
discourse. More is required to lay the foundations of a lasting, stable
relationship, including a peaceful, consensus-based solution to the
Kirkuk question. But, amid the many uncertain prospects facing Iraqg,
this at least is one development to be welcomed and nurtured.

Istanbul/Brussels, 13 November 2008
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A 'grand bargain' might unlock Kirkuk

By Michael Wahid Hanna and Joost R. Hiltermann

The struggle for oil-rich Kirkuk
threatens to paralyze Iraq's
legislative agenda and block po-
litical accommodation, destabiliz-
ing fragile security gains that have
put the issue of troop withdrawals
on the American and the lraqgi
political agenda. The competition
to control Kirkuk, whose oil field
contains 13 percent of lraq's
proven reserves, has exposed a
deep fault line between Arabs and
Kurds.

In addition to the intermittent
ethnic violence in the city, Kirkuk
is at the center of national
parliamentary gridlock. In July,
Iraqi Kurdish parties and their ally
in the ruling coalition, the Islamic
Supreme Council of Iraq, blocked a
provincial election law - legislation
seen by the United States and key
regional actors as critical to recali-
brating Iraq's shaken political
system. The Parliament approved
a revised law in September on the
basis of a compromise proposed
and encouraged by the United
Nations, whereby a separate par-
liamentary ~ committee  would
address disputes on Kirkuk out-
side the framework of provincial
elections, allowing voting to pro-
ceed in the rest of the country. So
the fundamental disputes over the
city remain, and the feasibility of
future legislative efforts and the
country's future depend on ad-
dressing the "Kirkuk veto."

Paradoxically, this dispute also
holds the potential for political
compromise on the future shape of
the Iraqi state. If the country's
leaders can get Kirkuk right, there
is real hope that Iraq can stabilize
into something more closely re-
sembling a governable state.

Beyond the basic territorial is-
sue, Kirkuk's future status touches
by permission of the authors.
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on fundamental issues that divide
Iragis, including the nature of
federalism, prospects for provin-
cial elections and the management
of oil wealth. The scope of these
concerns and the difficulty of
reaching piecemeal agreements
complicate legislative progress, as
do shifting parliamentary alliances
and the Kurdish parties’ ability to
hold federal legislation hostage to
their aspirations in Kirkuk.

The interlocking nature of the
issues involved suggests that a
comprehensive deal - a grand
bargain - makes political sense.
And it seems quite possible given
the precedent set by a package
deal earlier this year, when na-
tional legislators agreed on a
national budget, an amnesty and
provincial powers all at once.

The key aspects of a grand
bargain are widely understood. All
sides would agree that the process
will fulfill the requirements of the
Iraqi Constitution and reflect the
will of those affected by any
agreement on disputed territories.
The broad outlines of the deal
would include: passage of a pro-
vincial election law for Kirkuk and
agreement on the city's special
status as a standalone federal
region for an interim period with
provisions for power sharing;
adjustment of provincial bounda-
ries; agreement on oil and gas
management and revenue distri-
bution; and constitutional revision
to reflect the terms of a negotiated
solution. In keeping with constitu-
tional requirements, the terms of
any such negotiated solution
would be submitted to a popular
referendum.

The snag may well be that,
aside from their historical claims,

Kurds have understood incorpora-
tion of Kirkuk and its oil wealth as
a first step toward viable inde-
pendence. Toward this end and
through their alliance with the US
military, they have established
their political and military su-
premacy in the city. For Kurdish
leaders who have staked much of
their legitimacy on their push for
control of Kirkuk, such a compro-
mise would be difficult to sell to
their own people, who have not
forgotten the "Arabization" and
expulsion campaigns under Sad-
dam Hussein.

However, the undeniable blow
felt by Kurds would be softened
by the legal right to develop their
own oil and gas wealth, legal
assurances on the equitable distri-
bution of all Iraqi hydrocarbon
wealth, and secure and recognized
boundaries for the Kurdistan
region. Moreover, by soothing the
sensibilities of neighbors hostile to
their aspirations, such as Turkey
and Iran, the Kurds would limit
opportunities for outside interfer-
ence. Finally, in light of increasing
tensions and splits within the Iragi
ruling coalition over Kirkuk, com-
promise would guarantee the
Kurds a continuing and vital role
in affecting policy decisions in
Baghdad.

As for the Kurds' opponents -
a motley alliance of Turkmen,
Sunni Arabs and the majority of
Shiites, who have been hostile to
Kurdish territorial claims and
maneuvering on  hydrocarbon
legislation - agreement on a special
status for Kirkuk might bring them
around on other legislation as well.
In turn, agreement on an oil and
gas law would help cement cohe-
sion of the Iraqi state and help

guarantee equitable distribution of
oil wealth, particularly to areas
bereft of natural resources. Ameri-
can leaders should encourage
current United Nation-led efforts
to establish a clear process for
resolving the status of Kirkuk and
power relations within it, as well
as in other mixed-population areas
claimed by the Kurds.

The struggle over disputed
territories has also stoked tensions
in other areas of the country. In the
eastern city of Khanaqin, Kurdish
troops who control security in the
city recently engaged in a standoff
with Iraqi security forces that
raised the prospect of Arab-
Kurdish violence and threatened
to undermine the governing coali-
tion.

Although rising tensions high-
light the fragility of the current
situation, the Kirkuk conflict also
offers a unique opportunity to seek
a broad-based compromise. The
prospects for advancing a "grand
bargain" are far from assured.
However, recent progress on
security will prove ephemeral if
the major political disputes roiling
Iraq are not dealt with expedi-
tiously.

Michael Wahid Hanna is a pro-
gram officer at The Century Foun-
dation in New York. Joost R.
Hiltermann is deputy program
director for the Middle East at the
International Crisis Group in
Istanbul. This commentary first
appeared in Toronto's The Globe
and Mail, and is published

Iraq announced date for long-delayed elections,

but disputed Kirkuk left out of vote

By SAMEER N. YACOUB | Associated Press Writer

, BAGHDAD (AP) _ Iraq said Tuesday that it will hold long-awaited provincial
elections on Jan. 31, a step forward for U.S.-backed efforts to promote national
reconciliation even though a key northern area will not participate in the vote.
Government spokesman Ali al-Dabbagh said the Cabinet decided on the date,
which had been widely expected, at a meeting Tuesday. The announcement of
the election date comes as parliament prepares for a Nov. 24 vote on a U.S.-
Iraqi security pact to allow American troops to stay in Iraq for three more
years.

Both developments followed months of painstaking negotiations to balance the
interests of Iraq's rival factions, reflecting continued sectarian and ethnic
tensions in the country despite a decline in violence. The elections had been
hoped for as early as Oct. 1. They will be the first provincial elections since
2005, when Iraq's insurgency was far stronger than it is now.

While the security situation has improved, Iraqi politics are still vulnerable to
sectarian divisions among the country's major factions: Shiites, Sunni Arabs
and Kurds.

The elections will not take place in Tamim province, which includes the oil-
rich city of Kirkuk. Lawmakers had decided to postpone a decision on how to
resolve a power-sharing dispute over Kirkuk, which Kurdish leaders believe
should be incorporated into their semi-autonomous region in the north.

Tahir Mohammed, a Kurdish elections official, also said no date has been set
for elections in the three provinces in the Kurd-administered region. Iraq has
18 provinces. Faraj al-Haidari, a senior electoral official, said the Cabinet
decided on the date after consulting the Iraqi High Electoral Commission.

"We have completed all our preparations for the elections and we are fully
ready and we have no problem with this date," al-Haidari said U.S. officials
hope the election will give greater representation to minority Sunni Arabs.
Many Sunnis and some Shiites boycotted the last provincial election in Janu-
ary 2005, enabling Shiite religious parties and the Kurds to win a dispropor-
tionate share of the seats.

35"



Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

INTPRNATIONAL

HevaldasdzTribune November 17,2008

Iraq cabinet approves
pact with U.S. on forces

Ministers approve
withdrawal by end of
2011 after tense talks

By Campbell Robertson

BAGHDAD: The Iragi cabinet voted
overwhelmingly Sunday to approve the
security agreement that sets the condi-
tions for the continued U.S. presence in
Iraq from Jan. 1, 2009, until the end of
201.

All but one of the 28 cabinet minis-
ters at the session Sunday voted for the
agreement and sent it to Parliament for
consideration, a huge relief to the
United States, which had been in in-
tense negotiations for nearly a year.

The White House welcomed the vote
as a “positive step,” Reuters reported
from Washington.

“While the process is not yet com-
. plete, we remain hopeful and confident

we'll soon have an agreement that
serves both the people of Iraq and the
United States well,” said Gordon

- Johndroe, the White House spokesman.

The United Nations Security Council
resolution that allows U.S. troops to op-
erate in Iraq expires Dec. 31, and, with-
out an extension of the resolution or a
separate agreement with the Iraqis like
that approved by the cabinet Sunday,
forces of the U.S.-led coalition would
have no legal mandate to operate.

“This is the best available alterna-
tive,” the Iraqi government spokesrman,

Ali al-Dabbagh, said soon after the vote.

“We have always said this is not a per-
fect solution for the Iragi side and it is
not a perfect solution for the American
side. But it is a procedure which was
forced by circumstances and necessity.”

The draft approved Sunday requires
coalition forces to withdraw from Iraqi
cities and towns by the summer of
2009, and from the whole of Iraq by the
end of 2011. An earlier version had lan-
guage giving some flexibility to that
deadline, with both sides discussing
timetables for withdrawal, but the

Iragis managed to have the deadline set

in stone. The United States has about
150,000 troops in Iraq.

For months, the fate of the pact has
been in doubt as Iragis pressed for more
changes, including jurisdiction over op-
erations by U.S. troops and the flexibil-
ity of the withdrawal date. The United
States, which had wanted the pact con-
cluded by midsummer, gave significant
concessions. Iraqi officials said minor:
tweaks were being made last week.

Under the agreement, U.S. soldiers
are still guaranteed immunity, except
in cases of serious felonies committed
while off duty outside their bases.

“We welcome the cabinet’s approval
of the agreement today,” said a repre-
sentative of the U.S. Embassy in Bagh-
dad. “This is an important and positive
step.”

Many members of Parliament from
Tawafiq, the Sunni bloc, said they were
still undecided on the pact, arguing
that a national referendum was crucial
to approval. Parties representing about
a third of that bloc’s members have in-
dicated that they would support the
agreement in its current form.

The Kurds, who had recently ex-

pressed hesitation about the agreement
despite weeks of solid support, seem to
have decided on approval.

“We have already expected that the
cabinet would pass this agreement, be-
cause this is the best option,” said Mah-
moud Othman, an independent Kurdish
member of Parliament: “Our Kurdish
leaders are with the agreement.”

Leaders of some of the smaller blocs,
like Iragia, a secular group represent-
ing 24 lawmakers, and Fadhila, a Shiite
party that includes 15 members of Par-
liament, said Sunday that they had not
yet taken a stance on the agreement be-
cause they had not seen the final draft.

In a crucial development, Grand

Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, the most influ-
ential Shiite cleric in Iraq, indicated Sat-
urday that he would support whatever
decision is made in Parliament as repre-

sentative of the will of the Iragi people.

Shiite officials who met with the
ayatollah said he found the latest draft
acceptable, if not perfect. Sistani also
made clear that he did not side with
politicians who refused any agreement
with the United States out of hand.

“The people who reject this agree-
ment did not give us a logical alterna-
tive,” an official in the ayatollah’s office

said Sunday. “We respect their position,
but we support the majority decision.”

The anti-U.S. Shiite cleric Moktada
al-Sadr had called for armed resistance
against any agreement that allowed a
continued U.S. presence in Iraq.

“I repeat my demand to the occupier
to leave our land without keeping bases
or signing agreements,” Sadr said in a
text read to thousands of supporters at
Friday prayers. “If they keep bases, then
I would support honorable resistance.”

Sistani is enormously influential
among the majority Shiite population. In
2004, when he wanted to put pressure on

- the Ammericans to hold direct elections,

he called upon his followers to march by
the hundreds of thousands in a peaceful
but powerful demonstration of force.
Dabbagh said of the Sadrists: “You
cannot guarantee a 100 percent approval
of anything. They are performing and
they are practicing their role in Iraqi de-
mocracy right now, and they are express-
ing their opinion in a peaceful way and
not a violent way, which we encourage.”

Stephen Farrell, Tariq Maher, Riyadh
Muhammed, Muhammed  Hussein,
Suadad al-Salhy and Abeer Mohammed
contributed reporting.

» Suicide car bomb in Diyala

The Iraqi police said Sunday that sev-
en people died in a suicide car bombing
at a police checkpoint in Diyala
Province, The Associated Press report-
ed from Baghdad. .

Colonel Ahmed Khalifa, chief of the
Jalula police station, said one police of-
ficer and six civilians were dead. The at-
tack, in Jalula, also wounded five police
officers and two civilians. The check-
point that was targeted is near a military
base and an office of the Patriotic Union
of Kurdistan, a Kurdish political party.
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Iran said to have material for atom bomb

By William J. Broad
and David E. Sanger

Iran has now produced roughly
enough nuclear material to make, with
added purification, a single atomic
bomb, according to nuclear experts
analyzing the latest report from global
atomic inspectors.

The figures detailing Iran’s progress
were contained in a routine update Wed-
nesday from the International Atomic
Energy Agency, which has been con-
ducting inspections of the main Iranian
nuclear facility at Natanz. The report
concluded that as of early this month
Iran had made 630 kilograms, or about
1,390 pounds, of low-enriched uranium.

Several experts said that was enough
for a bomb, but they stressed that the

‘milestone was mostly symbolic, be-

cause Iran would have to take addition-
al steps. Not only would it have to
breach its international agreements and
kick out the inspectors, it would have to
further purify the fuel and put it into a
warhead design — a technical advance
that Western experts are unsure wheth-
er Iran has yet achieved.

“They clearly have enough material
for a bomb,” said Richard Garwin, a top
nuclear physicist who helped invent the
hydrogen bomb and who has advised
Washington for decades. “They know
how to do the enrichment. Whether
they know how to design a bomb, well,
that’s another matter.”

Iran insists that it wants only to fuel

" reactors for nuclear power, but many

Western nations, led by the United
States, suspect its real goal is to gain the
ability to make nuclear weapons.

While some Iranian officials have
threatened to bar inspectors, the coun-
try has made no such moves, and many
experts in the Bush administration and
at the international atomic agency be-
lieve it will avoid the risk of attempting

. “nuclear breakout” until it possesses a

larger uranium supply.
Even so, for President-elect Barack
Obama, the report underscores the

- magnitude of the problem that he will

inherit Jan. 20: an Iran that not only has
solved many technical problems of
uranium enrichment but also can cred-
ibly claim to possess enough material to
make a weapon if negotiations with

But several obstacles
remain, experts say

Europe and the United States break
down.

American intelligence agencies have
said Iran could make a nuclear weapon
sometime between 2009 and 2015.

A U.S. national intelligence estimate
made public late last year concluded
that around the end of 2003, after long
effort, Iran had halted work on an actual
weapon. But enriching uranium and ob-
taining enough material to build a

weapon are considered the most diffi-

cult parts of the process.

Siegfried Hecker of Stanford Univer-
sity, a former director of the Los Alamos
weapons laboratory in New Mexico,
said the growing size of the Iranian
stockpile “underscored that they are
marching down the path to developing
the nuclear weapons option.”

In the report to its board, the atomic
agency said the main Iranian enrich-
ment plant was now feeding uranium
into about 3,800 centrifuges, machines
that spin extremely fast to enrich the
element into nuclear fuel. That count is
the same as in the agency’s last
quarterly report, in September. Iran
began installing the centrifuges in early
2007.

The reported total of 630 kilograms,
an increase of about 150 kilograms,
shows that Iran has been making pro-
gress in accumulating material to make
fuel, the agency said.

That uranium has been enriched to
the low levels needed to fuel a nuclear
reactor. To further purify it to the
highly enriched state needed to fuel a
nuclear warhead, Iran would have to re-
configure its centrifuges and do a few
months’ worth of additional processing,
nuclear experts said.

“They have a weapon’s worth,” said
Thomas Cochran, a senior scientist in
the nuclear program of the Natural Re-
sources Defense Council, a private

group in Washington that tracks atomic.

arsenals.

He said the amount was suitable for a
relatively advanced implosion-type
weapon like the one dropped on Naga-
saki, Japan, at the end of World War II.

Its core, he added, would be about the
size of a grapefruit. He said a cruder
design would require about twice as
much weapon-grade fuel.

“It’s a virtual milestone,” Cochran
said of the Iranian stockpile. It is not an
imminent threat, he added, because the
further technical work required to
make fuel for a bomb would tip off in-
spectors, the United States and other
powers about “where they’re going.”

The agency’s report made no men-
tion of the possible military implica-
tions of the size of the Iranian stockpile,
and some experts said the one-bomb
milestone was still months away.

In an analysis of the report, the Insti-
tute for Science and International Secu-
rity, a private group in Washington, esti-
mated that Iran had not yet reached the
mark but would do so “within a few
months.” It added that other analysts
estimated it might take as much as a
year. -

Whatever the exact date, it added, -
“Iran is progressing” toward the ability
to quickly make enough weapon-grade
uranium for a warhead.

Peter Zimmerman, a physicist and
former U.S. govérnment arms scientist,
said the Iranian stockpile fell slightly
short of what international officials
conservatively estimate as the minim-
um threatening amount of nuclear fuel.

“They’re very close,” he said. “If it
isp’t tomorrow, it’s soon,” probably a
matter of months.
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"You could easily have a huge eruption
of violence in the north," said Kenneth B.
Katzman, a Middle East specialist at the
Congressional Research Service in Washing-
ton. "Nothing having to do with the Kurds is
resolved.”

Because Arab Sunnis largely boycotted
the 2005 election, Kurds obtained dispropor-
tionate political power in key provinces such
as Tamim, which includes Kirkuk, and
Nineveh. Both abut the Kurdish autonomous
region. Kurds also control 75 of the 275 seats
in parliament.

This year, violence broke out in Kirkuk
amid political squabbling over an Arab pro-
posal that seats on the Tamim provincial
council should be divided evenly among eth-
nic Arabs, Kurds and Turkmens. In the end,
Iragi lawmakers had to shelve plans to hold
provincial elections in Tamim because the
sides were unable to reach a deal.

In  August, U.S. officials narrowly
averted an armed confrontation between an
Iraqi army unit and pesh merga fighters in
the town of Khanagin, in Diyala province.

In recent weeks, Maliki and Kurdish
leaders have exchanged sharp words over
Maliki's creation of so-called support
councils. Maliki has said the councils, which
are made up of pro-government tribal
leaders, are the central govermnment's eyes
and ears in provinces. But Kurdistan
Regional Govemment President Massoud
Barzani and other lraqi leaders have accused
the prime minister of using the councils to
bolster Maliki's influence in areas where he
has little political support. In a recent news
conference, Barzani said Maliki was "playing
withlfarg. "President Jalal Talabani, who is a
Kurd, recently sent Maliki a letter saying the
money being spent on councils should go to
the country's armed forces.

The pesh merga, which began as a militia
controlled by powerful Kurdish families,
fought Iraqi troops when Hussein was in
power. Since the 2003 invasion, its primary
role has been to patrol predominantly Kurd-
ish areas in the north. However, pesh merga
units were deployed to the northern city of
Mosul in 2004 to help quell an insurgent up-

November 23, 2008

rising, and others were dispatched to Bagh-
dad as part of the 2007 buildup of U.S.
troops.

Recently, the Iraqi government has re-
frained from using pesh merga forces outside
of the Kurdish region and has taken steps to
replace predominantly Kurdish forces with
Sunni and Shiite soldiers in Nineveh, one of
the most violent areas in Iraq.

Central government officials recently
bristled at Barzani's offer to allow U.S.
troops to establish bases in the Kurdish
autonomous region, saying the regional gov-
emmment had no authority to make such an
overture, especially as Iraqi officials are call-
ing for a gradual withdrawal of U.S. troops.

"There is a lot of tension,” Kurdish par-
liament member Mahmoud Othman said.
"Maliki and his administration are accusing
the Kurdish authorities of violating the con-
stitution. And the Kurds are accusing Maliki
of violating the constitution."

In Mosul, a battle for Christians

Small community has a long history in Iraq, but many wonder what the future can hold here after coming under a

Gary Marx Tribune correspondent

A month after thousands of Christians fled this
northern Iragi city in terror, many of the refugees
have returned home, but somefear a new wave of
sectarian violence, church leaders say.

Iragi police now guard churches throughout this
tense, battle-scarred city, where once-dominant insur-
gents have lost ground in the face of a large-scale
offensive by U.S. and Iraqi security forces.

While parts of Mosul appear normal-men dine out-
doors at a kebab restaurant, shoppers browse for fruit
and vegetables at a market and children playfully stroll
home from school-a few miles away, multistory build-
ings lie in ruins, the streets are empty and most stores
are shuttered, their twisted metal facades riddled with
bullet holes.

But the battle in Mosul, a city of 1.8 million, is not just
against Al Qaeda and other extremists who continue to
lay deadly mines and carry out car bombings. It also is a
conflict among the nation’s religious and ethnic groups
for dominance as provincial elections, scheduled for
January, approach. A small but ancient community,
Iraq's Christians appear powerless against greater
forces, and the community in Mosul is divided between
those who believe they still have a place in Irag and
those who fear their days here may be numbered.

Even those Christians who returned home to Mosul
after the latest attacks are keeping a low profile.

"We normally have about 200 to 300 people attend
mass," said Rev. Peter Gethea, a priest at the Seda al-
Bashara Assyrian Catholic Church in Mosul. "Last
Sunday we only had about 20 people. People are still
scared." Neither Christian leaders nor U.S. military
officials in Mosul are certain who is behind the attacks,
which received widespread international attention and
were condemned by the Vatican.

The outcry from abroad has put pressure on Iragi
Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki, a Shiite, and other

spate of violence recently

officials to end the bloodshed. He ordered an investiga-
tion into the killings and sent a special envoy to Mosul to
meet with Christian leaders.

Rumors and theories about who targeted the Chris-
tians range from Islamic extremists bent on extinguish-
ing Christianity in Iraq to Kurds conspiring to contro! the
Christians in a bid to expand Kurdistan, an autonomous
region in northern Iraq. Kurdish officials vehemently
deny any involvement in the violence. Mosul Mayor
Zuhair al-Aaraji blamed the attacks on Al Qaeda.

"Their goal is to make Iraq unstable,” he said. Also
in dispute is the exact number of dead. This month, a
U.S. military officer in Mosul said that enly four or five
Christians had been killed, but one church leader put
the death toll at 16, including two women who were shot
dead Nov. 12. In addition to the two women, those
slain include two physicians, a pharmacist, a construc-
tion worker and a blacksmith, said Rev. Rony Bakos, a
priest at Mosul's St. George Chaldean Catholic Monas-
tery.

The violence comes as Irag’'s government this month
approved an election law that reserves only six of 440
seats on provincial councils for Christians and three
smaller minority groups. The legislation angered Chris-
tian leaders, who said it failed to give their community
sufficient representation.

Iragi Christians have a long and difficult history, and
hundreds of thousands of them have fled to neighboring
countries and the West since the Persian Gulf War in
1991. Experts say the outflow of fragi Christians has
accelerated in recent years as the insurgency gained
strength. Iragi Christians now make up about 3 percent
of the country's 28 million people, and most live in
northern Iraq.

In February, Paulos Faraj Rahho, the archbishop of
Mosul's Chaldean Catholic community, was kidnapped;
his body was found weeks later. Bakos said eight
Christian priests have been slain in Mosul since 2003.

First Lt. John Nimmons of the 3rd Armored Calvary
Regiment, whose platoon operates in areas with a
significant number of Christian families, said the recent
wave of violence began after a car drove around,
warning Christians to leave or die.

The attackers also approached individuals and or-
dered them to hand over their Iragi identification cards,
which contain information about religious affiliation.
" After they saw they were Christians, they killed them,”

Nimmons said. Maj. Adam Boyd, an intelligence
officer with the 3rd Armored Calvary Regiment, esti-
mated that 1,400 Christian families fled the city after the
attacks. About 70 percent of the refugees have re-
turned, the two priests said.

Standing in the parking lot of his walled-in church
compound, Gethea pointed to three tidy homes within
view.

"That family now lives in Turkey,” he said.

"That family went to Jordan. And that family went to
Qaragosh,” one of several predominantly Christian
villages just east of Mosul where many took refuge.

One member of Gethea's congregation who returned
to Mosul is Yousif Khalil, a 21-year-old university
student who fled the city with his parents, brother and
sister after the attacks began in October. Khalil said
his family returned to Mosul two weeks after Muslim
neighbors guaranteed their safety.

“My neighbors are very good. | grew up with them,”
Khalil said. "They said that if you need anything, we will
help you."

But Gethea is less sanguine. Fearing for his life, he
now removes his clerical collar whenever he leaves the
church grounds.

"l can't wear it," he said. "They would do this to me."
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November 24,2008 - By Michael Christie

BAGHDAD (Reuters) - The Iragi government has no objection to semi-
autonomous Kurdish authorities purchasing weapons and ammunition fo
arm their security forces, but it wants to be informed, a government
spokesman said Monday.

The Washington Post reported that the Kurdistan Regional Government
(KRG) had quietly shipped in three C-130 cargo planes loaded with guns
and bullets from Bulgaria, stirring concerns among U.S. officials over pos-
sible armed confrontation between the Kurds and the government.

The newspaper quoted federal Interior Minister Jawad al-Bolani as saying
such a purchase of weapons by the ethnic Kurdish authorities in northern
Irag would be a violation of the law.

Government spokesman Ali al-Dabbagh, however, said the government
would not oppose the Kurds arming their police if it were aimed at strength-
ening national or regional security.

"l don't deny there is some tension between the KRG and the federal gov-
ernment due to many issues," Dabbagh said. "It won't reach to a level of
conflict.” :

The reported arms purchase -- which a Kurdish official denied and Dab-
bagh said he knew nothing concrete about -- came as tensions between the
KRG and the Shi'ite-led government in Baghdad appear to be on the rise.
That has stoked fears of a resurgence of bloodshed at a time when arti-
American attacks and conflict between Shi'ites and Sunnis have dropped to
their lowest level in four years. :

FUZZY LAW

Iraq says Kurds can seek arms, but
must inform govt

Relations between Kurds and the government of mainly Arab Irag have
been especially strained over Kirkuk, a city that sits on potentially vast oil
fields outside of Kurdistan, but which Kurds consider their ancestral home.

In August, Kurdish Peshmerga fighters and government troops almost
came to blows over the ethnically mixed town of Khanagqin in the restive
northern province of Diyala.

Dabbagh said regional governments did not have the authority to arm
themselves, but the law was unavoidably fuzzy while lrag was in the
process of building a federal system in the aftermath of the 2003 U.S.-led
invasion that toppled Saddam Hussein.

The Kurds, who have enjoyed virtual autonomy in the north since the first
Gulf War in 1991, should have asked the central authorities for equipment.
"Either that or they should be informing the federal government,” Dabbagh
said.

"We understand there is a threat ... and they need to have equipment and
weapons for their own police. | don't think the federal government will ob-
ject to it so long as this comes in those circumstances.”

Kurds, who make up less than a fifth of Irag's population, were killed by the
thousands under Saddam. Kurds became partners in the U.S.-backed
Baghdad government after the invasion.

Jabbar Yawer, undersecretary for Peshmerga affairs in the Kurdish Re-
gional Government, denied the Washington Post story.

"As a region we don't have the right to buy any weapons without the consent
of the central government, and they haven't allocated any amount in the
budget for buying weapons," he said. "All our weapons come from old Iragi
army warehouses."

AP Associated Press

November 25, 2008 - By QASSIM ABDUL-ZAHRA - AP

BAGHDAD (AP) — A key Sunni bloc demanded Tuesday a national referen-
dum on the Iraqi-US security pact and other concessions in exchange for its
support for the agreement, something the government keenly wants fo give the
plan a broad victory in an upcoming parliamentary vote.

Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki's Cabinet has already approved the agreement
that would allow American troops to stay in Iraq through the end of 2011.

But the ruling coalition's main Shiite and Kurdish partners would only muster a
slight majority in the 275-seat legislature if the largest Sunni Arab group, also
represented in the ruling coalition, remains opposed to the agreement. The
vote is scheduled for Wednesday.

The 44-seat Sunni bloc, the Iragi Accordance Front, says it would only support
the agreement if the government meets its demand to put the same deal to a
vote in a nationwide referendum in 2009.

It also wants the government to accept a package of reforms designed to give
the minority Sunni Arabs a bigger say in the running of the country and better
representation in the security forces.

"The national division over the agreement is very clear,” said Vice President
Tariq al-Hashemi, a Sunni Arab who leads the Iraqgi Islamic Party, the largest
of three groups in the Accordance Front. "Consensus appears to be very
difficult, if not impossible.”

U.S. State Department adviser David Satterfield, who led the American team
that negotiated the deal, was at parliament Tuesday to meet Deputy Speaker
Khalid al-Attiyah, a senior Shiite lawmaker who is a key figure in negotiations
with the Sunni bloc.

Vice President Adel Abdul-Mahdi, a Shiite, met with U.S. Ambassador Ryan
Crocker and Gen. Ray Odierno, the top American soldier in Iraqg. If parliament
passes the deal, the three-man presidency must then ratify it.

The White House expressed hope parliament would approve the pact.

"If you look at the violence that took place there yesterday — that was indis-
criminate and killed many people — it reminds us that the Iragis have come a

Sunni bloc demands referendum on Iraq-US
pact, other concessions, in exchange for support

long way,"” White House press secretary Dana Perino told reporters. "But
they're not quite there yet to be able to take care of all their security needs on
their own, and they continue to need our support.”

At least 22 people were killed Monday in three bombings in Baghdad, accord-
ing to fraqi officials.

If the agreement passes with a narrow majority, it could prompt country's
most influentia! Shiite cleric, Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, to publicly express
his dissatisfaction. That would likely sink the deal.

Al-Sistani is revered by Irag's majority Shiites. He has indicated that the
agreement was less than ideal but would not object to it if it passes by a com-
fortable majority.

Two hard-line Iranian newspapers urged Iraq's parliament Tuesday fo reject
the pact, a stand that indicates opposition to the pact remains strong among
key circles in the Iranian government.

Iran, Washington's longtime adversary, had for months harshly denounced the
pact but toned down its opposition last week after the Iraqgi Cabinet approved it.

But the daily Jomhuri-e-Eslami warned in an editorial that a popular uprising
would erupt in Iraq if parliament approved the deal, while Kayhan, which is run
by a representative of Iran's top leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, described the
agreement as a "sellout of lraq.”

Al-Maliki's two deputies warned that alternatives to the deal — requesting the
immediate withdrawal of U.S. troops or extending the expiring U.N. mandate
governing their presence — posed a danger to Irag's security and interests.

"The alternatives are dangerous," Deputy Prime Minister Barham Saleh said.
"They will push Iraq and its young political experiment into the unknown. ... Let
us not play with the future of this country.”

The deal provides a timeline for the withdrawa! of U.S. forces — from the
cities by June 30 and from the entire country by Jan. 1, 2012 — and places
them under sfrict Iragi oversight. It also gives Iraq limited judicial rights over
U.S. soldiers and civilian Pentagon employees in the case of serious crimes
off-duty and off-base. It bars U.S. forces from using Iraqi territory from attack-
ing neighboring nations.

Thirty lawmakers loyal to anti-American Shiite cleric Mugtada al-Sadr have
rejected the deal outright.
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November 26,2008 - By QASSIM ABDUL-ZAHRA - AP

BAGHDAD — Iraq's ruling Shiite and Kurdish blocs have made a key
concession to a large group of Sunni Arab legislators in hopes of securing a
big majority in a parliamentary vote on a U.S -Iraqgi security pact, a senior
Shiite lawmaker and a close aide to the prime minister said today.
The proposed deal would let American troops stay in Iraq through 2011,
meeting a longtime Iraqi demand for a clear timetable for their exit.

But the intensity of political maneuvering among Iragi factions contributed to
deep uncertainty about the outcome of a vote scheduled for today that will
determine the status of 150,000 troops in Iraq after years of war.

Lawmakers planned to vote in a session beginning at 6 a.m. CST, but past
meetings have often been delayed.

Prime Minister Nouri Al-Maliki's ruling coalition appears to be assured of
at least a slim majority in the 275-seat legislature. But the prime minister
seeks a bigger win that transcends Iraq's factionalism and sectarian divi-
sions and reinforces the legitimacy of the pact, which could lead to full Iraqgi
sovereignty and close the bloody chapter that began with the U.S.-led inva-
sion in 2003.

Shiite Lawmaker Ridha Jawad Taqi said the government's Shiite and Kurd-
ish blocs, which account for about 140 seats, or a slight majority in the leg-
islature, were willing to hold a national referendum on the deal in 2009. That
amounts to a concession to many Sunni Arab legislators, who have said
they would support the security pact Wednesday if it was put to a nation-
wide vote next year.

So the deal, if approved in the parliamentary vote, could still be rescinded if
it fails in the popular referendum.

A referendum would give the Iraqi people a chance to evaluate "whether
their interests have been achieved," said Alaa Makki, a member of parlia-
ment's biggest Sunni Arab bloc, the 44-seat Iragi Accordance Front.

A senior al-Maliki aide confirmed the concession by the Kurdish and Shiite
blocs. Speaking on condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the
subject, he said a draft bill containing provisions for the referendum and a
package of political reforms demanded by the Sunnis would be voted on
separately in parliament, also on Wednesday.

Iraqi Shiites, Kurds agree to referendum
on U.S. pact

Under the deal, U.S. forces will withdraw from Iraqi cities by June 30 and
the entire country by Jan. 1, 2012. Iraq will also have strict oversight over
U.S. forces. The U.N. mandate that currently governs the conduct of
American troops gives them freer rein, leading to Iragi complaints that they
are an occupying force intent on preserving U.S. interests in the Middle
East.

The vote count will be as important as the overall result because the coun-
try's most influential Shiite cleric, Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, has indi-
cated that the deal would be acceptable only if it's passed by a big margin.
He could scuttle the deal if he speaks against it.

If parliament approves the pact, it must be ratified by the three members of -
the Presidential Council, each of whom has veto power. Two members
support the deal. The third, Vice President Tariq al-Hashemi, is a Sunni
Arab who could support it if he believes that parliament's biggest Sunni
bloc, the tragi Accordance Front, has secured enough political gains in pre-
vote dealmaking.

The Presidency Council, which also includes President Jalal Talabani, a
Kurd, and Adel Abdul-Mahdi, a Shiite, has led a flurry of contacts with po-
litical leaders over the past week to fashion a compromise that would push
through the security pact.

A lot of the negotiations barely relate to the security pact because political
groups are seizing the opportunity to trade their support for concessions on
other issues.

In addition to the referendum issue, the Sunni Arabs and smaller groups in
parliament have made their agreement to the pact conditional on a package
of sweeping political reforms for a more equitable power-sharing formula
between the country's Shiite, Kurdish and Sunni Arab communities.
Violence has dropped sharply in Iraq since last year, but attacks continue.
On Wednesday, hours before the scheduled vote in parliament, a roadside
bomb killed two civilians and wounded four others wounded in central
Baghdad, Iraqi officials said.

Police and hospital officials said the blast targeted a minibus and those
killed were passengers. They spoke on condition of anonymity because
they weren't authorized to release the information.
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IRAQI KURDS TO BEGIN SOLO EXPORTS OF

By SINAN SALAHEDDIN -(AP)

AGHDAD -- Iraq's self-ruled Kurd-

ish regional government will
export crude oil for the first time by
early next year, a Kurdish official said
on Wednesday.
Ashti Hawrami, the natural resources
minister in the Kurdistan region, said
an initial 100,000 barrels per day of
crude oil from two northern Iraqi fields
would be sent through a pipeline to the
Turkish Mediterranean port of Ceyhan.
Exports would eventually be ramped up
to 250,000 bpd by the end of 2009, he
said in a statement.

Hawrami did not say when the ex-
ports would begin, but noted they
would be coordinated with the Iraqi Oil
Ministry.

The announcement appeared to take
the national government by surprise,
with a ministry spokesman saying the
Kurds had not yet received approval to
unilaterally begin exports.

CRUDE OIL

An "export license has not yet been
granted, and is still under discussion,”
Assem Jihad told The Associated Press
in a phone interview. "Only a techni-
cal agreement has been reached on how
to link these two fields to the Iraqi
strategical export pipeline."

The distribution of Iraq's vast oil
reserves has been a major sticking
point in the ratification of a national
hydrocarbons law, which has been
stalled in parliament since February
2007.

That delay has drastically slowed
the pace of investments in the coun-
try's battered o1l sector, hampering
Irag's ability to ramp up production of
a resource whose export revenues ac-
count for upward of 90 percent of the
government's budget.

Iraq, which sits atop the world's
third-largest proven oil reserves with
more than II5 billion barrels, cur-

rently produces about 2.4 million bar-
rels per day. The overwhelming major-
ity is exported through its southern
port.

The Kurds, whose territory sits atop
vast reserves, argue the Iraqi constitu-
tion gives them the right to unilater-
ally negotiate and sign oil deals,
without consulting with the central
government in Baghdad. Since the
U.S.-led invasion, they have signed
nearly two dozen production-sharing
contracts with international oil com-
panies.

The oil ministry, however, consid-
ers those agreements illegal, and has
threatened to exclude and blacklist
companies that sign deals with the
Kurds.

To ease the dispute, Baghdad has
proposed granting export licenses re-
lating to only four deals struck before
February 2007. The Kurds, however,
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_»Les limites de la diplomatie' |
“des «bons offices » pratiquée par Ankara

ISTANBUL
CORRESPONDANCE

Depuis deux ou trois ans, il ya
peu de conflits au Moyen-Orient
et a ses confins qui n’aient fait
Pobjet de bons offices turcs.
Contentieux syro-israélien, inter-
palestiniens, indo-pakistanais,
afghano-pakistanais ou cauca-
siens, tous ont eu droit a des
efforts publics de médiation des
dirigeants « post-islamistes »
d’Ankara. Ceux-ci, tout en démen-
tant vouloir ainsi compenser leurs
déboires avec I’'Union européen-
ne, se sont activement tournés
vers leurs « profondeurs stratégi-

. ques » orientales, oubliées 4 la chu-
te de PEmpire ottoman. Mais on
ne leur a pas - ou pas encore -
décerné deslauriers pour autant.

Leur contribution au dégel des
relations entre la Syrie et Israél fut
certes applaudie, mais leurs invita-
tions lancées a des « parias »,
comme le chef du Hamas, Khaled
Meshaal, ou le président souda-
nais, Omar Hassan Al-Bachir, ont
fait grincer bien des dents. Les
espoirs d’Ankara de voir ces deux
hommes assouplir en retour leurs
positions furent décus ; il en fut de
méme pour le président iranien,
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, invité
en Turquie en aoiit et qui en a sur-
tout profité pour consolider ses
positions chez lui.

Mais les dirigeants turcs persé-
vérent, non sans admettre que
tout succes dépend de Washing-
ton. L’arrivée de Barack Obamnia

ouvrant les espoirs, le chef du gou-
vernement turc, Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, arelancé, en marge de
son invitation au sommet du G20
le 15 novembre, une offre de média-
tion turque dans le dossier iranien,
alaquelle Téhéran s’est déclaré

« non opposé ». Mais d’autres
déclarations de M. Erdogan lors
de cette visite ont brouillé son mes-
sage. Ila appelé « les pays qui pres-
sent PIran d’abandonner son pro-
gramme nucléaire militaire » a
renoncer d’abord a ces armes eux-

ment sa propre dépendance au
gaz russe, mais aussi 4 terme celle
de PEurope.

Les handicaps ne manquent
pourtant pas aux ambitions de la
Turquie. Elle a déployé des efforts
cofiteux pour devenir, en octobre,
membre non permanent du
Conseil de sécurité de’'ONU. Ce
qui devrait I'obliger, lors des
votes, & indisposer soit les Etats-
Unis, soit la Russie, alors qu’elle
en dépend et veut les ménager
pareillement. La Turquie aurait-

mémes. Ce qui n’est pas . elle voulu ce siége par
la position de son pa; « simple fierté nationa-
meI:mere de l’OTAII:I .yS’ M. Erdp gana le S»?Zf)mjrine le dit I’Z)‘(I-

Gaffe ? Inexpérien- relancé une offre pert Gareth Jenkins ?
ce ? Ses opposants ont de medlatlm} Son déploientent tous
mis cela au compte de dans le dossier aziinuts, avec Pouvertu-
sesem ortemerfts habi- 'ramen, alaquelle rede mlilti les ambas-
tuels p%uvant mettre a Téhéran s'est sades en AfI;'ique eten

> ... - déclaré «non o .

mal toute bonr}e imtiati- opposé » A’sm, dépasse ses capaci-
ve dela Turquie. tés, ne fut-ce qu’en

Car son nouvel acti- expertise.

visme diplomatique est vu avec
espoir, surtout dans le monde ara-
be et musulman. Le principal
atout de ce pays hybride qu’estla
Turquie — sa capacité a traiter
avec « tout le monde » — se renfor-
ce avec éclaircie attendue de P'ar-
rivée de M. Obama.

Signe des temps, alors que
Washington s’était fermement
opposé au partenariat gazier Tur-
quie-Iran, ces deux pays Yont enco-
re renforcé par un nouvel accord
signé lundi 17 novembre. Ankara
faisant maintenant valoir qu’il
pourra ainsi réduire non seule-

| LES TENTATIVES DE MEDIATION TURQUES

- Israél-Palestine.
Enfévrier 2006, visite 3 Ankara

~ dudirigeant du Hamas Khaled
Meshaal. ]

. Ennovembre 2007, le président

* israglien Shimon Péréset

. celuidel'Autorité palestinienne

: Mahmoud Abbas s'adressent

" ensemble au Parlemen
d'Ankara.. :
Israél-Syrie-Liban. :
Enmai 2008, Syriens et Israé-

_ liens annoncent un premier

round de négociations indirec-
tes sous I'égide de diplomates
turcs, qui ont aussi ceuvré au
rapprochement syro-libanais
qui permettralavisite du prési-

" . dentfrancais Nicolas Sarkozy a

Damas. -
‘Russie-Géorgie. -

Enao0t 2008, la Turquie propo-

se une « plate-forme de stabilité

 etde coopération pour le Cauca-

se » et son président fait une visi-
te historigue en Arménie. .

Mais cette recherche d’un poids
international découle aussi de
deux impératifs : le besoin écono-
migue de voir se stabiliser son
environnement régional et, plus
encore, son désir de s’assurer le
maximum d’appuis diplomati-
ques sur la question kurde, son
probléme crucial. C’est une compli-
cité tacite contre tous les Kurdes
indépendantistes qui cimente son
rapprochement avec la Syrie et
I'Iran. De méme que celui qu’elle
vient d’opérer, sous pression des
Etats-Unis, avec I'Irak.

Mercredi 19 novembre, a éré
créé a Bagdad un « comité anti-

rebelles kurdes du PKK (Partides -

travailleurs kurdes) » entre Améri-
cains, Turcs et Irakiens, compre-

-nant pour la premiére fois un

représentant de la région autono-
me du Kurdistan d’Irak, ostracisée
jusque-la par Ankara. Ce qui laisse
espérer que les dirigeants turcs
sauront un jour traiter leurs pro-

pres conflits internes, avec les Kur- -

des avant tout, en usant de la
méme sagesse que celle qu’ils
apprennent 3 déployer hors de
leurs frontiéres.

Lty SOPHIE SHIHAB
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The pullout
. ™
Frederick W. Kagan

Iraq
winds
-~ down

WASHINGTON
raq offers the Obama adminis-
tration an extraordinary oppor-
tunity. Overall violence and
American  casualties  have

dropped remarkably since the surge
began last year. '

Iraqi security forces have grown in
size and effectiveness. U.S. and Iraqi
troops have inflicted a series of de-
feats on insurgents and militias. The
slow but steady construction of a new
post-Saddam Hussein state structure
will lift the burden of securing Iraq
against internal disorder from U.S.
forces in the next couple of years, if
current trends continue.

The situation remains delicate,

however, as Iraq moves into provin- -

cial elections in January and parlia-
mentary elections at the end of 2009,
Although Iraqi.forces increasingly
bear the burden of fighting (and, in-
creasingly, peacekeeping), they will
need continuing American support.

The government of Iraq has recog-
nized all these facts by forging the
status of forces agreement with
Washington, which was endorsed by
the Iraq Cabinet a week ago and sent
to the Council of Representatives for
approval.

The agreement encapsulates the
basic reality in Iraq today: Iraq is an
independent, sovereign state able to
negotiate on an equal basis with the

. United States; Iraqis and Americans

both want U.S, troops to leave Iraq as

quickly as possible and believe that a’

withdrawal will be feasible by 2011.
Above all, the agreement highlights
Iraq’s desire to become a strategic
partner with the United States, an op-
portunity the Obama administration
can seize. oo

Leaving aside the debate in Amer-
ica about what ties global Al Qaeda
has to Al Qaeda in Iraq, Iraqis over-
whelmingly think that they have in-
deed been fighting an arm of Osama
bin Laden’s organization. Every ma-
jor political grouping in Iraq rejects
Al Qaeda and supports the fight
against its ideology. Iraqis increas-

November 26, 2008

Facing high stakes, Iraqis
battle over U.S. exit pact

By Alissa J. Rubin
.and Campbell Robertson

BAGHDAD: Intensive last-minute ne-
gotiations were under way Tuesday to
corral votes in the Iraqi Parliament for a
historic security and strategic-frame-
work agreement that, if approved,
would provide a road map for the com-
plete withdrawal of American troops
from Iraq in three years.

The stakes are high for the country,
which in a number of hot spots still de-
pend on American forces to fight the
remnants of the insurgency, but they
are especially high for Prime Minister
Nuri Kamal al-Maliki, who spent eight

' months negotiating the pact with the

Americans and has waged a strong lob-
bying campaign for its passage.
Under Iraqi law, the Parliament must

" approve the agreement. For the Ameri-

cans as well, parliamentary approval is

‘critical to ending a war that has been

unpopular at home and abroad.

During the long negotiations over the
pact’s provisions, Iragis often worried
that they would get the short end of the
deal, but even they admit that the final
version gives them more than they ex-
pected from a superpower. They said
that hard bargaining, and the damage
the war has done to the United States’
reputation, forced the Americans to
give ground on several of the most im-
portant points.

“Because of the mistakes of the Bush
administration, the situation in of the
U.S. in Iraq became very weak,” said
Mohammed al-Daini, a Sunni law-
maker. “That meant that we could deal
with them.”

Both Iragis and Western analysts say
that the pact being discussed goes far
beyond a typical status-of-forces agree-
ment in giving significant oversight

powers to the Iraqis for American mili-
tary maneuvers.

In practice, however, this may not
make an enormous difference. While
such arrangements are indeed rare for.
status-of-forces agreements, they are
common in other types of international
agreements that the United States has
negotiated, and, in recent months of the
war, many combat operations have been
jointly planned and executed anyway.

“I don’t share the concern that we are
constrained by this agreement,” said
Michael O’Hanlon, a senior fellow in
defense strategy at the Brookings Insti-
tution, a Washington think tank. “We
always have constraints in our agree-
ments with our allies.”

= Sunni bloc seeks referendum

A key Sunni bloc demanded on Tues-
day a national referendum on the Iraqi-
U.S. security pact and other conces-
sions in exchange for its support for the
agreement, The Associated Press re-
ported from Baghdad.

Though Maliki’s cabinet has ap-
proved the agreement, the ruling coali-.
tion’s main Shiite and Kurdish partners
would only muster a slight majority in
the 275-seat legislature if the largest
Sunni Arab group, also represented in
the ruling coalition, remains opposed
to the agreement. The 44-seat Sunni-
bloc, the Iragi Accordance Front, says it
would only support the agreement if
the government meets its demand to
put the same deal to a vote in a nation-
wide referendum in 2009.

It also wants the government to accept
a package of reforms designed to give the
minority Sunni Arabs a bigger say in the
running of the country and better rep-
resentation in the security forces.

ingly pride themselves on being the
first Arab state to reject the terror-

ists.

This summer, leading members of
Anbar Awakening,
a group of Sunni
leaders who have
joined forces with

the
and

United States
the Shiite-led

Baghdad govern-
ment, circulated a
memo about how
they could help

Afghans
their

develop
own

“awakenings” to
fight Al Qaeda on their territory. As

we

look for allies in the struggle

against Al Qaeda, Iragis are our most
natural and eager partners.
America and Iraq also have com-

_mon interests vis-a-vis Iran. Iragis

want to remain independent of
Tehran, as they have now demon-
strated by signing the agreement with
the United States over Iran’s vigorous
objections. They want to avoid mili-
tary conflict with Iran, and so does
America. Iragis share our fear that
Iran may acquire nuclear weapons,
which would threaten their indepen-
dence. And they resent Iran’s efforts to
maintain insurgent and terrorist cells
that undermine their government.

Of course, the Iraqis recognize, as
we do, that Iraq and Iran are natural
trading partners and have a religious
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are jointly manned by Americans and lragis.
Iraq's generals may well be loth to remove the
Americans, perhaps relabelling them as "advi-
sers”.

The Iraqi army and national police (a kind
of gendarmerie) have improved out of all re-
cognition in the past two years and at last
count numbered 266,000, alongside 257,000
local police, 36,000 border guards and more
than 100,000 “Sons of Iraq”, the militias for-
med by the mainly Sunni tribal councils. But
even their best units still rely heavily on the
Americans for air support, not least the heli-
copters that are crucial in counter-insurgency,
and for other technical skills, including com-
munications, intelligence and logistics.

Despite the continuing horrors in Nineveh,
bitter fighting in parts of Diyala, rising tension
between Arabs and Kurds, and a continuing if
less frequent cycle of bombs in Baghdad, the
violence overall has greatly subsided from its
level of two years ago. iIn the second half of
20086, violent civilian deaths, mostly in Bagh-
dad, amounted to around 20,000, counted in
morgues and hospitals. The latest estimates
put the monthly figure at under 500 a month,
still a shocking number, but an eighth of what
it was. Fewer than 50 Iraqi soldiers and police
were killed in October compared with 300-plus
in April last year. The American military death
toll has dived from 126 in May last year to 14
last month; the total since the invasion in 2003
is nearing 4,200.

But 20,000 out of Irag’s 34,000 doctors
have left (after 2,000 were murdered) and few
of the 2m-plus Iragis now living abroad (many
of them middle-class professionals) are yet
willing to return. In the past few weeks, sui-
cide-bombers have killed people at the check-
points into Baghdad’s international zone, on

the road to the airport, by one of the main
bridges and outside the Ministry of Trade,
where eight female employees were killed.
The country still offers nothing approaching a
secure environment where foreigners can
come and do business. A number of foreign
companies, especially in the oil sector, have
signed big deals. But no major foreign banks
or businesses have thought it feasible to set
up shop in the open in Baghdad. Though safer
than it was, Baghdad is still the most dange-
rous capital in the world.

In any event, as the recently departed
American mastermind of the surge, General
David Petraeus, repeatedly said, the gains
remain “fragile and reversible”. The coming
elections at the beginning and end of next
year will give a vivid picture of Irag's political
balance of power. But a potentially devasta-
ting lack of consensus among the main politi-
cal groups and their leaders still prevails. Cor-
ruption is rife. Many ministries are still fiefs of
patronage. Family and tribal ties are what
count in getting jobs. Intrigue and deceit seem
to dog the management of just about every
political party. No culture of tolerance or plura-
lism has yet emerged.

A fundamental three-way split stift pre-
vents Iraq from coming together as a country.
Though it is hopeful that the Sunni Arabs, pro-
bably some 20% of the population, seem set
to be drawn back into the heart of parlia-
mentary and provincial palitics next year, few
of their leaders seem willing yet to ackno-
wledge that they have lost the power that they
had always held.

A former deputy prime minister, a Sunni,
insisted last week that his fellow Sunnis re-
present “at least 50% of Iraqis, by God!" Some
of the leading Shias, who by most calculations

INTERVIEW.

represent more than 50% of the total popula-
tion, seem prepared to reach out to the Sun-
nis, especially the biddable tribal sheikhs,
provided they accept their new position as
second fiddlers. But most Shias still regard the
Sunnis with suspicion. “Maliki’s worst nigh-
tmare is still waking up to find a Sunni general
in charge of the country again,” says a seaso-
ned Western observer in Baghdad.

No national harmony yet

The Kurds are enjoying a golden age of
near-independence that they have never had
before. Their region still feels the perkiest and
safest in lraq, though its leaders have yet to
acquire truly democratic instincts. But the
Kurds remain loth to make the sort of com-
promise over the bitterly disputed mixed Arab-
Kurdish-Turkomen city of Kirkuk and the sur-
rounding province which might in turn allow
them to have more say over the oil in the area
they control. Both Shia and Sunni Arabs habi-
tually refer to the Kurds with ill-disguised
contempt. American and UN diplomats fear
that the Kurdish leaders, wary of being out-
flanked by each other on such issues as Kir-
kuk, are in danger of overplaying their hand—
at a risk of losing much that they have already
achieved.

In short, the new establishment of Shias,
Sunnis and Kurds sorely needs to build a
sense of nationhood. The withdrawal agree-
ment means that it will soon be for the Iraqis
alone to define their destiny. For the next few
years the Americans may yet find themseives
holding the ring. But once the occupiers have
left, the chances that the iraqgis will entrench
and cherish a stable, federal, pluralist demo-
cracy must still be rated at less than even.

REUTERS :B |

November 29, 2008 By Michael Christie BAGHDAD, (Reuters) -

The United Nations has delayed a report on disputed areas in Iraq, including the oil-rich
city of Kirkuk, until after local elections next year because it might have stirred tensions,
the U.N. envoy to Iraq said on Saturday.

"The U.N. is there to pour water on fire and not oil on fire,” Staffan de Mistura, head of the
U.N. mission in Irag, told Reuters in an interview.

He said the U.N. analysis of Kirkuk, a city contested by Kurds, Turkmen and Arabs, might
have been used before the January 31 election to stoke discord, rather than as the tool for
finding a resolution that it was meant to be.

"And therefore the water will come after the election,” de Mistura added.

The fate of cities claimed by different ethnic and sectarian groups remains a powderkeg
issue that could trigger a resurgence of the bloodshed that tore through Iraq after the 2003
U.S.-led invasion and ousting of former dictator Saddam Hussein.

Bodies piled up by the hundreds as majority Shilites battled minority Sunni Arabs who had
dominated Iraq under Saddam and who initially sided with al Qaeda in confronting the
invaders.

While car bombs and suicide bombings remain common, the violence has fallen to four-
year lows, feeding hopes that Iraq has begun to tread a path of increasing stability ahead
of the local elections and also a general election next year. But disputes over cities like
Kirkuk are far from resolved.

Sitting over potentially rich oil fields, Kirkuk is claimed by ethnic Kurds as their ancestral
home although it lies outside the semi-autonomous region run by the Kurdistan Regional
Government in northern Irag.

UN delays report on Kirkuk to avoid tensions

Kurds say Kirkuk was heavily repopulated by Arabs moved there by Saddam to try to
invalidate Kurdish claims to the city. Turkmen residents there also oppose Kurdish efforts
to have Kirkuk included in Kurdistan.

Tensions between the increasingly assertive Shiite-led coalition of Prime Minister Nuri al-
Maliki and its Kurdish partners are viewed as one possible roadblock to stability.

The dispute stalled efforts to hold provincial elections in Kirkuk. The rest of the country will
vote in January but Kirkuk will have to wait for its own ballot.

Iraq’s constitution calls for a referendum on Kirkuk’s fate, but that has been postponed.
The U.N. report on Kirkuk and 30-to-40 other disputed areas consists of analyses of
demographics, histories, geographies, ethnic makeup, politics and economies. It published
its findings on the first four, less-contested districts in June.

De Mistura had said earlier this year that one report on Kirkuk would be published by
October in a bid for a "grand deal” to end tensions. The date was then moved to end-
November.

March now seemed a more logical date, after the elections that will determine the political
makeup of Irag on the ground, in its cities, towns and governorships, de Mistura said.

"The timing of the presentation of the report before elections take place could have been
interpreted, or used, instead of as ... part of the road map for a political calm, as an oppor-
tunity for some tensions,” de Mistura said.

He said the U.N.'s aim was to continue working on the reports so they can be handed to
Iraqi officials when they are ready to sit down and negotiate the destiny of the areas.

"In other words, the reports are an ingredient which should be feeding the political dia-
fogue, and the time that you feed the potitical dialogue needs to be well-timed," he said.
That position might frustrate Kurdish authorities, eager for a decision. The United Nations
was taking too long, the Kurdish Regional Government said on Saturday.
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Mixed feelings on security pact

Iraq ponderS future

after ratification
By Cémpbell Robertson

BAGHDAD: In the 36 hours after the
Iragi Parliament’s decision to ratify a
security agreement that sets a 2011
deadline for the presence of U.S. troops,
Iragis across the country were still try-
ing to absorb the meaning of the ratifi-
cation, for the country and their own
near future. .

Some were elated that a date for the
American departure had officially been
set; others were angered that the Iragi
government had been, in their view,

- bullied into an deal by an occupying
force; others worried that the agree-
ment would leave the central govern-
ment with too much power, and still
others were not at all convinced that a
superpower would voluntarily with-
draw from a much weaker country.

Opposition to the pact was most viru-
lent from senior leaders loyal to the
anti-American Shiite cleric Moktada al-
Sadr, who issued a statement Friday de-
claring three days of mourning to mark
the pact’s ratification.

At Friday prayers in Sadr City, the
sprawling Shiite district in northeast-
ern Baghdad, Sayyid Hassan al-Hus-
seini thundered against the pact’s sup-

. porters, delivering specific critiques of
‘the agreement’s provisions and critici-
zing the fact that it was made with the
Bush -administration rather than with
President-elect Barack Obama, who has
proposed a shorter timetable than the
one outlined in the agreement.

“Obama might change his opinion
because of the signing of the agree-
ment,” Husseini said. “But now the Iragi
Parliament has signed on; they want the
American forces to stay, to give them
three more years.”

But in interviews with Iragis in cities
around the country, there was less con-
cern about the agreement itself than a
widespread skepticism that the Ameri-
cans would actually adhere to it,

Iraq has a long history of foreign oc-
.cupation, by the Persians, Ottomans and
British, all of which lasted for decades if
not centuries. To many in Irag, a coun-
try where the past is durably present, it
is simply unimaginable that a foreign
occupation would last only eight years.

“In the security agreement much has
been achieved,” said Khadum al-
Quraishi, 40, a teacher from Diyala
Province. “But as to ending the occupa-
tion in three years, that's implausible.
America occupied Iraq for its interests,
and it would not leave Irag after so
many enormous losses.”

Far more important than Sadr’s opin-

ion on the pact is the view of Grand
Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, the enormously
influential Shiite cleric who has condi-
tioned his support for the agreement on
several issues, including support across
sectarian lines.

A number of Sunni lawmakers voted

for the so-called status of forces agree-
ment in Parliament on Thursday, but
one of the most pressing questions being
asked by the pact’s mostly -Shiite and
Kurdish supporters has been exactly
how much Sunni support was needed for
the ayatollah’s approval. That remained

-unclear on Friday, as a representative of

Sistani’s offered only vague statements.

“Iraq’s sovereignty remains incom-
plete with the presence of the foreign
forces,” said Ahmed Saafi in a sermon
in Karbala. “But supporters of the
agreement are optimistic that it will

give Iraq eventually the full sovereignty.

Some are pessimistic, for our previous
experience proves the opposite.”

Opposition to the agreement was by
no means universal. Even among the in-
habitants of Sadr City opinion was
mixed, with some quietly celebrating
what they saw as a display of Irag's
strength in the face of American pres-
sure. : ,
“God willing it will be good for Irag
and Maliki,” said Ayad Mohammed, 27,
a grocer in Sadr City, referring to Presi-
dent Nuri Kamal al-Maliki. “We are not
interested in politics; we are simple
people, and that’s why we are counting
on him and the representatives to make
decisions.”

More surprising were the words of
approval from Iran, which many law-
makers said had interfered in Parlia-
ment deliberations and almost derailed
the pact’s ratification the night before
the vote.

“This was a very good decision by the
Iragi Parliament,” said Ahmad Jannati,
a senior Iranian official, during Friday
prayers at Tehran University, specifi-
cally citing the Parliament’s decision to
put the agreement up for a nationwide
referendum in July.

“Then the ball would be in the court
of the Americans who claim that they
are after democracy,” he said.

But some Iraqis who support the pact
were so disillusioned by the spectacle
of lawmakers brawling, shouting and

- grandstanding during the 10 days of de-

liberations that they were beginning to
have second thoughts.

“Frankly speaking, the agreement is
very clear,” Alaa Mohammed, a 29-year-
old journalist from the southern city of
Basra, said Thursday, shortly after see-
ing the ratification vote on television.
“But some members of Parliament. dis-
agreed with it just to attract attention.
They have no idea about what benefits
the people. What I saw today made me

Bomber hits
Shiite mosque
south of Baghdad

By Alissa J. Rubin

BAGHDAD: A suicide bomber
wearing an explosive vest blew
himself up just inside the court-
yard of a Shiite mosque in a town
south of Baghdad on Friday, killing
12 people and wounding 19, accord-
ing to eyewitnesses and officials.

The attack took place in Mussa- .
yib, a town about 80 kilometers, or
50 miles, south of Baghdad, as
about 700 people were attending
Friday prayers and preparing to
hold a peaceful march in protest at
the ratification in the Iraqgi Parlia-
ment on Thursday of a new securi-
ty agreement with the United
States.

Mussayib, a predominantly
Shiite town, has many Sunni vil-
lages nearby and has been struck
several times in the past by suicide
bombings and attacks on local gov-
ernment officials.

The mosque, the Sadrist Hussain-
iya, was a Sunni mosque under Sad-
dam Hussein. But after he was ous-
ted supporters of the anti-American
cleric Moktada al-Sadr took it over
and turned it into a Shiite mosque
and an office for the local Sadrists.

The bomber made it past the
main checkpoints where wor-
shipers were searched, said an Iragi
Army officer, who said he could not
be quoted because he was not au-
thorized to speak to the media.

“I was standing inside the Hus-
sainiya and do not remember any-
thing except feeling something like
the blast of a storm,” said Nema Ad-
nan, 18, a day laborer.

On Thursday, Parliament rati-
fied a sweeping security agreement
that sets the course for an end to
the United States’ role in the war
and marks the beginning of a new
relationship between the coun-
tries.

feel I want the forces to stay longer, be-
cause without these forces we will eat
each other.”

Nazila Fathi contributed reporting
from Tehran, Tarig Mahir, Anwar J. Ali
and Mohammed Hussein from Baghdad,
and Iraqi employees of The New York
Times from Basra, Karbala and Diyala.
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Un rapport de 'AIEA

met la Syrie sous pression
pour ses activités
nucleaires présumées

L’Agence internationale
de I'énergie atomique confirme
- des soupgons pesant sur Damas
a propos d’un programme
nucléaire clandestin mené
jusquen 2007 avec la
coopération de la Corée du Nord

liser ses relations avec les Occiden-
taux tout en guettant Pinstallation,
en janvier, de la nouvelle administration
américaine, le dossier du nucléaire vient
compliquer la donne, et de maniére de
plus en plus pesante, constatent des diplo-
mates.
Enquétant depuis plusieurs mois sur
les activités nucléaires présumées de la
Syrie, ’Agence internationale de Péner-
gie atomique (AIEA) a, pour la premiére
fois, rendu un rapport sur ses recherches
qui a été discuté, jeudi 27 et vendredi
28 novembre, lors du Conseil
des gouverneurs de’Agence, a
Vienne. L’existence d’un tel
rapport (que réclamaient les
Occidentaux avec insistance)
ainsi que les éléments qu’il
contient inscrivent désormais
la Syrie, et sans doute pour
longtemps, a ’ordre du jour de
PATEA, le bras d’inspection de
PONU pour les questions de
prolifératon. i

3 lors que la Syrie s’efforce de norma-

L’enquéte porte sur le site de Dair
Alzour, prés de la localité d’Al-Kibar, sur
les rives de 'Euphrate. Selon les services
de renseignement de plusieurs pays occi-
dentaux, qui ont fourni des données
I’ATEA, la Syrie construisait 13, depuis
2001, un réacteur nucléaire, avec Paide
clandestine de la Corée du Nord. Le site, .
unbitimentisolé, a été bombardé le 6 sep-
tembre 2007 par Paviation israélienne,
qui Fa réduit a Pétat de gravats.

Dans son rapport, qui met Damas sous
pression,’ATIEA note que les « caractéris-
tiques » dubatiment de Dair Alzour, ajou-
tées aux capacités de pompage d’eau atte-
nantes, « sont similaires a ce que ’on pour-
rait trouver en relation avec un site de réac-
teur » nucléaire.

L’Agence affirme par ailleurs que les
échantillons de sols prélevés sur place
par ses inspecteurs ont 1évélé « un grand
nombre de particules d’uranium artifi-
ciel », issus d’un traitement chimique

(mais pas de’'uranium enrichi). La Syrie,
qui avait procédé apres le bombarde-
ment israélien a divers travaux de
magquillage du site — et construit sur le
méme emplacement un autre édifice - a
affirmé que cet uranium provenait des
missiles israéliens qui se sont abattus sur
I'installation. L’ATEA a demandé a Israél
de fournir des éléments de réponse a ce
sujet.

La Syrie a refusé de communiquer ies

_ plans du batiment détruit, Elle n’a pas,

non plus, autorisé I’ATEA & inspecter

ﬁt mﬂn df 30 novembre 2008

trois autres sites dans le pays, qui pour-
raient étre liés a Dair Alzour. Il s’agit en
Poccurrence, pour les inspecteurs, d’éta-
blir si Damas a cherché a se doter d’instal-
lations de retraitement, ce qui représente-
raitun fort élémentde preuve de desseins
nucléaires militaires. Sur les trois sites
concernés, apres que ’AIEA eiit formulé
sa demande de visite, des travaux de ter-
rassementonteu lieu et des grands conte-
neursont été évacués. Des images satelli-

~ taires obtenues par 'ATEA ont mis en évi-

dence divers efforts de dissimu-
lation.

ﬁgg?;irs%en L’enquéte porte aussisurles
pourrait e,f,forts syriens d’acquisition 4
compliquer Iétranger d’équipements pou-
les efforts de vant entrer da_ns la constr’uc_
rapprochement tionou le fonchnnement d’un
engagés par réacteur nucléaire. Damas, qui
Damas aupres répete que Dair Alzour était
des Occidentaux ~ R€ simple structure militaire

L'ONU A BAGDAD

sans dimension nucléaire, n’a
pas apporté de réponse.

Les discussions sur la Syrie a Vienne
ontdonné lieu a des échanges trés tendus
entre le directeur de PAIEA, Mohamed
ElBaradei, et des pays occidentaux, en
premier lieu les Etats-Unis, qui le taxent
de vouloir minimiser ’ampleur des soup-
¢ons pesant sur Damas.

M. ElBaradei, comme il P’a déja fait

. parlepassé a propos des activités nucléai-

res de I'Iran, craint la manipulation des

_ données issues du renseignement - en

invoquant le cas irakien - et s’insurge
contre I'utlisation de Poption militaire
par Israél. Il demande que ’Agence puis-
se recevoir plus d’informations des Etats

- qui en disposent. Contre Iavis des Occi-

dentaux, mais avec le soutien des pays
non alignés, il a en outre obtenu que la
Syrie puisse bénéficier d’une « coopéra-
tion technique » de ’ATEA dans le domai-
ne du nucléaire civil, en dépit de I’enqué-
te quila vise. ®

NATALIE NOUGAYREDE

IRAK: LES KURDES CRITIQUENT VERTEMENT LE CHEF DE

ERBIL (lrak), 30 nov 2008 (AFP) —

LE GOUVERNEMENT autonome du Kurdistan irakien a accusé dimanche le
représentant spécial du secrétaire général de I'Onu en Irak, Staffan di Mistura,
de poursuivre "la politique d'arabisation” initiée par I'ancien dictateur Saddam
Hussein.

Dans un communiqué, le ministére kurde chargé des “régions disputées”
(entre differentes communautés, dans le nord de I'lrak) affirme que I'ONU
“avalise la politique d'arabisation mise en place par le précédent régime
chauvin” et n'a "aucune feuille de route pour établir un plan d'assistance puis-
qu'elle devait remettre ses recommandations a I'automne et nous sommes
presque a la fin de I'année et rien n'est venu™.

Interrogé par I'AFP, M. di Mistura a affirmé “ne pas vouloir entrer dans une
polémique avec les responsables kurdes" mais qu'il “avait effectivement
décidé de reporter jusqu'a I'an prochain I'annonce de ses propositions afin
d'éviter de créer des tensions avant les élections provinciales” du 31 janvier.

Le 20 aodt, 'ONU avait déclaré qu'elle proposerait & I'automne une série

d'options pour trouver un accord global sur les régions qui sont l'objet dg
contestations, notamment la riche ville pétroliére de Kirkouk, ol un conflit
oppose Kurdes, Arabes et Turcomans.

"Nous allons proposer entre septembre et octobre des options pour un accord
global sur les régions disputées, dont bien sir Kirkouk, qui est le probleme le
plus chaud actuellement en Irak", avait alors dit aux journalistes M. de Mistu-
ra.

1 s"agit de tractations sur douze secteurs qui se trouvent dans le nord de I‘Ira}(,
qui sont l'objet de conflits & la suite de mouvements de population ordonne_s
par I'ancien dictateur Saddam Hussein, dans le cadre de sa pqlitique “d'arabi-
sation" et de répression contre les populations qu'il jugeait hostiles.

Un différend sur la répartition du pouvoir entre les trois communautes de la
région de Kirkouk, a 250 km au nord de Bagdad, a repoussé les élections dan_s
cette province. Une commission réunissant toutes les parties doit se réunir
sous les auspices de 'ONU en février et mars pour trouver le moyen d'orga-
niser des élections et une répartition des siéges entres communautés.
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