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AFTER THE ATTACK ON AKTUTUN, THE TURKISH ARMY
IS ACCUSED OF “NEGLIGENCE”.

n 3 October, a PKK
attack on the Turkish
Army outpost of
Aktutun, in Hakkari
Province, caused the
death of 20 Turkish soldiers and
23 Kurdish fighters, according to
the official Army report,
whereas the PKK claimed 9
deaths in its ranks as against 62
deaths and over 30 wounded
amongst the Turkish troops. The
Army retaliated by bombing the
PKK bases in Northern Iraq,
without be able to give any
precise figures of the damage

caused. A few days later, another
attack, aimed at some police in
Diyarbekir, caused five deaths,
including four policemen.
Members of the PKK, (coming
from Iraqi Kurdistan according
to the Turkish authorities)
machine-gunned a police van.
However, this attack was not
claimed by any Kurdish
organisation.

As usual, the funeral of the
Turkish soldiers was the
occasion for nationalist
demonstrations for revenge

involving several thousands of
people. The size of the guerrilla
units involved in the attack and
the number of casualties has
shaken Turkish public opinion.
However, this time the press and
the opposition parties have
openly called into question the
Army’s competence.

As soon as he learnt of the
attack, Abdullah Gul, the
President of Turkey, cancelled a
visit to France that was due to
take place the following week,
while the Prime Minister, Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, hurriedly
returned from a visit to
Turkmenistan.
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Once again, the Turkish
Government demanded that Iraq
“face up to its responsibilities”.
However, the Iraqi Government
spokesman, Ali al-Dabbagh,
while condemning the attack
called on Ankara to act “with
wisdom and restraint”.

In a press conference, General
Metin Gurak, who runs the
General Staff Press office, stated
that the heaviest losses were due
to heavy weapon fire from the
other side of the border, in Iraqi
territory. He reported 23 Kurdish
fighters were “neutralised”, but
Metin Gurak was unable to give
any certain figures of PKK
losses. However, the guerrilla
forces spokesman, Ahmed
Danis, stated that Turkish losses
were far higher than the official
Army assessment, with out
being able to give any precise
figures either.

The attack took place a few days
before the Turkish Parliament
was due to renew its
authorisation to the Turkish
Army to carry out operations
against the PKK bases by
violating the Iraqi borders. This
time, however, far from taking
advantage of these events, the
Arm was faced with a salvo of
criticisms, particularly from the
press. The large scale of the
assault, that fact that it took
place in broad daylight, and the
large number of Kurdish fighters
involved (almost 350) caused
man observers to question a
failure in the Intelligence
services or else in the ability of
some officers to pay attention to
warnings about the security of
the front. At the moment of the
attack the commander of the
units in the region was attending
a wedding. No warning was
given to the troops even though
information about the possibility
of PKK operations was already
circulating. The fact that the

fighting was not only in broad
daylight but lasted several hours
also raised doubts about the
effectiveness of the information
provided by the American
satellites. Finally, the Aktutun
outpost, because of its
geographic position had already
been the target of frequent
attacks without, it would appear,
the Army taking any particular
measures to make it more
secure. “Are these soldiers
ensuring the safety of the country
and its borders? In which case don’t
they need to ensure their own
safety? How is it that this same
border post has been under attack
for 16 years and how many soldiers
have fallen as martyrs?” asked
Mehmet Altan, in the Daily Star,
while Oktay Eksi, in Hurriyet
was even more direct is asking:
“Isn’t someone going to ask,
following such incidents, whether
there weren't serious lapses? Isn’t
someone going to ask who is
responsible? Is there not going to be
an official enquiry?”

The Army was even obliged to
hold a press conference to
answer the press criticism (a rare
even). Thus, the Assistance Chief
of Staff, General Hasan Igsiz
denied any faults by the officers
or the Army Intelligence
Services, reaffirming that the
bulk of the losses were
essentially due to fire from the
other side of the border and not
to infiltration of fighters only
Turkish soil. In the opinion of
Gareth Jenkins, of the
Jamestown Foundation,
interviewed by Zaman, this
shows a “mixture of incompetence
and arrogance. The Army may have
thought that there was no problem,
that it (the border post) could be
defended. They probably found it
distasteful to recognise that they
could not defend it”. Indeed, the
photos published in the press
show a dilapidated border post,
with makeshift defences,

although its position on the
border made it particularly
vulnerable to PKK attacks (there
have been 52 since 1992). In
response to the press attacks
regarding the inadequacy of
information provided by the
United States, General Igsiz
denies that there was any flaw in
the Intelligence system. On the
other hand he claimed that the
Iraqi Kurds could, from their
own positions, follow the
slightest movements of the PKK
but that, to date, the KRG had
not shared this information. The
Turkish General also accused the
Kurds of sheltering the
wounded guerrillas in their
hospitals and of allowing them
to move freely, which the Irbil
authorities have always denied.

While some voices in the Army
are protesting at the limitations
to their powers due to the
constitutional reforms made to
qualify for membership of the
European Union and demand
new “anti-terrorist” legislation,
other voices, even amongst the
“hawks” are pointing out the
need for a fresh strategy and for
improvements in the Army’s
tactics hitherto used to fight the
guerrilla, challenging the
competence of the Army’s
leaders. Thus Onder Aytac, an
instructor at the Ankara Police
Academy, proposes much
greater initiative left to the police
force and condemns the lack of
coordination between the
difference Intelligence services in
Turkey. Taking the opposite view
to the official Army discourse,
that Turkish losses were due to
firing from the other side of the
border, he affirms that the
Aktutun assault could well have
been launched by PKK units
operating inside the country.
“They were equipped with heavy
weapons, which men’s that they
needed vehicles or horses to carry
these arms. It is highly probable that
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this attack was carried out by PKK
terrorists based inside Turkey.
Moreover, if these terrorists had
infiltrated into Turkey from
Northern Iraq, the situation is even
worse”. Onder Aytac added that
several people who were
responsible, going from the
Army commander of the border
post to police County’s Police
Director should be dismissed
from their posts were such an
attack to occur again.

According to Thsan Bal of the
Ankara based International

Organisation for Strategic
Research (USAK), the
cooperation between the

gendarmerie, the border guards
and the police was also defective
and he called for more authority
to be given to the Minister of the
Interior. However, according to
Nihat Ali Ozcan, an analyst with
the Economic policy Research
Foundation (TEPAV) who has
specialised in security problems:
“It is not reasonable to keep 6,000
men under arms in these
mountains. If you persist in
treating this situation as if it was
natural then you'll never have any
success. You must set up political
objectives, develop strategies and
provide the time and money needed
to carry out these strategies” .

However a number of editorials
in the Turkish press stressed, on
the contrary, that the Kurdish
question in Turkey could no
longer be considered solely from
a military point of view but that it
had “political cultural, international
psychological —and  security”
dimensions (Aksam, 5 October).

Finally, this scandal, which took
place a year after the
controversial Daglica attack,
about which the paper Taraf had
already revealed shady aspects,
revives the suspicion of
instrumentalisation of the
violence by “the deep State”, at a
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time when the Ergenekon trial is
taking place. The same paper
published and also broadcast on
its Web site, aerial infrared
photos. These pictures, taken by
a drone, clearly show a group of
fighters coming to lay mines in
the area nearly three quarters of
an hour before the attack was
launched. Then, as the PKK
units grew in number, some of
them took up positions on top of
hills in full site of the drone’s
cameras. The whole assault was
filmed in this way. Taraf drew
the conclusion that the Turkish
security forces could not have
been unaware of the movements
of PKK units before, during and
after the attack since these
pictures were being transmitted
directly  to  the  Staff
Headquarters for several hours.
Moreover, the paper published
security reports, also sent to the
same Staff headquarters warning
it of the imminence of an attack
— a report that even gave the
names, ages and dates of birth of
the PKK fighters scheduled to
take part in the operation.

Finally, the paper openly
challenges the remarks made by
the General Staff General, Hasan
Igsiz, made at his press
conference to the effect that
soldiers and border guards had
been deployed before the attack
and that F-16 fighter planes had
come to support them. Indeed,
the news reported by Taraf
shows that the soldiers had
arrived too late and that the only
air support came from two
Cobra helicopters. Hasan Igsiz
had also states that Bayraktepe,
a hill close to the army position,
had never been taken by the
PKK, whereas the information
published by Taraf shows that
the guerrillas had taken and
held the hilltop for 8 hours
before withdrawing.

Making comparisons with the
Daglica attack the year before,

Taraf listed the same derelictions
of military duty, resulting in the
same losses: in both cases the
Army had been warned of the
imminence of an attack; 9 days
before in the case of Daglica, 10
days before in the case of
Akturtun. In the case of the
assault in October 2007, the
enquiry later confirmed that
small groups of guerrillas and
mules had been infiltrating into
Turkey for a whole week, that
the movement s had been
observed by the Army, as
confirmed by  recorded
communications between
officers and soldiers. In both
cases, the question is raised of
the tardiness of the armed forces
in acting on the information
received. Finally, the journalist
Avni Ozgurel, writing in , in the
same paper, saw the war against
the PKK as being of vital interest
for the Army, enabling it to keep
a greater hold both over the
country’s political life and the
revenue from heroine
smuggling. “Revenue from heroine
has been used to finance the war
against the PKK. Heroine is
transported from the South East to
Edirne in convoys of armoured cars.
Those who are taking part in this
traffic say to themselves “Why
should I risk my life in the
mountains against the PKK? Or
infiltrate the PKK to collect
information for the [ITEM? 1'd
rather get a share in the heroine
profits and form a gang”.

In a crisis meeting bringing
together members of the General
Staff and the government, the
Army presented, in a report
prepared by the Malatya-based
Second Army Corps Command,
a version of the facts that
whitewashes the Army of any
charge of any military or
security failure. Thus General
Ilker Basbug denied the
comments in Taraf, affirming
that the infrared photos did not
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come from Aktutun but showed
a group 125 Km away from the
base. Pointing out that these
pictures came from American
cameras, the Prime Minister
asked Foreign Minister Ali
Babacan to contact the American
leaders to establish their origin
and to explain how they had
come into the possession of the
paper. After the Army’s

presentation, the many
questions asked by the Ministers
showed that the latter were not
very convinced by this
presentation of the facts.

The meeting also covered
measures proposed for fighting
the PKK, including direct
discussions with the authorities
of the Kurdistan Regional
Government

THE BEGINNINGS OF A DIALOGUE BETWEEN
ANKARA AND IRBIL

n 14 October a three-

party meeting took

place in Baghdad

between the President

of Kurdistan, Masud
Barzani, the Iraqi President and
Prime Minister' Jalal Talabani
and Nuri al-Maliki, and a
Turkish delegation led by Murat
Ozcelik, Turkey’s special
diplomatic representative to
Iraq. This is the first “official”
meeting between Turkey and the
Kurdistan Regional Government.
Hitherto the Ankara government
has always refused the slightest
political gesture that might
imply official recognition of the
Kurdistan Region and persisted
in only passing by Baghdad,
particularly for resolving the
issue of the PKK bases in the
Qandil Mountains. The Turkish
press tended to present this
meeting as a means of inducing
the Iraqi Kurds to act against the
PKK on their land, while Murat
Ozcelik remained more evasive,
preferring to talk about “decisive
action to be taken to counter the
PKK terrorist threat” without
saying any more except opening
a “mew page” in relations
between Irbil and Ankara. Fuad
Hussein, Massud Barzani’s chief
of staff, equally concisely spoke
of a “positive and constructive”
meeting. The United States,
which has long been pushing for
direct contacts between its two
main allies in the Middle East,

naturally welcomed this

meeting.

Commenting on this meeting on
his return to Kurdistan, Massud
Barzani also described it as “a
new page” and “a path opened up
for dialogue”: “Before, Turkey
refused any kind of contact with us.
Now Ankara has taken a step to
improve relations with us as well as
with the Baghdad government.
Thus meeting is a start. A start in
finding positive solutions to the
problems that separate us”. The
Kurdish President confirmed
that further meetings are
envisaged, without giving any
precise timetable, simply saying
that they would take place “here
and in Turkey”. He also denied
that the conversations were only
about the PKK, even if this
subject will again be dealt with
between the two parties.
Remarks that were confirmed by
the Kurdistan Region’s Prime
Minister, Nechirvan Barzani:
“We do not want our relations to be
confined solely to the problem of the
PKK. We want to build up
extensive e links with all the
regions”. The Prime Minister
confirmed that other meeting are
envisaged but that no dates had
yet been fixed. He also revealed
that he had already had
meetings with Murat Ozcelik in
London, last July, so as to plan
this meeting with Massud
Barzani.

This open change of attitude
comes at a time when the
Turkish Army, politically
weakened following the attack
on the outpost of Aktutun, is
obliged to justify its strategy to
public opinion and the
government. Thus, General Ilker
Basbug called, in a press
conference, publicly called for “a
dialogue with the President of the
Kurdistan Region to put an end to
the violence. In view of this
question, the efforts are positive”.
The general also expressed the
hope for “a democratic solution to
the Kurdish question”, explaining
that military responses would
resolve nothing nor prevent
young men going off to join the
guerrillas. He even expressed
the hope that Kurdish language
programmes be broadcast on
Turkish television as soon as
possible.

The Turkish daily Milliyet
following an article from the
Kurdish paper Kurdistani Nuwe,
even announced that, following
his next visit to Baghdad, the
Turkish President, Abdullah
Gul, would visit Irbil where his
would inaugurate the airport of
Kurdish Region’s capital. This
declaration was not formally
confirmed by those round the
Turkish President who, for his
part, while not denying that a
future visit to the Iraqi capital is
being envisaged, said that no
date had been set and the
possibility of a visit to Irbil was
still being discussed. The
Foreign Ministry spokesman,
Burak Ozugergin even replied:
“No wvisit to Irbil or North Iraq is
planned. It is too soon for this. It
has not been discussed”.
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TURKEY: ATTACKS ON FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION
CRITICISED BY THE INTELLECTUALS

s Turkey was this
year’s special guest at
the Frankfort Book
Faire, several
intellectuals, writers
and publishers in Turkey took
advantage of the occasion to
denounce the attack on freedom
of expression and publication
that they always aver to face in
their country. Thus the novelist
Orhan Pamuk, winner of the
2006 Nobel Prize for Literature,
declared during the inaugural
ceremony, which was presided
by the Turkish President,
Abdullah Gul: “Unfortunately, the
Turkish State continues to punish
writers and ban their books.
Hundreds of authors and
journalists have been brought to
trial and sentenced on the basis of
Article 301 of the Turkish Penal
Code, with which it tries to
intimidate writers like myself”.

Orhan Pamuk thus recalled the
multitude of bans aimed at
Internet sites, like Youtube,
issued by judges who have the
power to block access for the
whole country to Web sites that
are amongst the most widely
used in the world.

Replying to the writer, Abdullah
Gul stated that “Turkey was now
fulfilling, to a large extent, the
European requirements regarding
freedom of expression and the
respect for cultural differences”,
before adding that “success was
incomplete” and that there
remained “much more to do”. The
Turkish President said he
wanted to thank Orhan for “his
contribution to the cultural
renaissance in Turkey” .

The German Foreign Minister,
Frank-Walter Steinmeier,
recognised, during this same
ceremony that “Turkey still has

some way to go. However, it must
be supported. I cannot imagine our
succeeding in the political
integration of Germany without the
European integration of Turkey”.

Other dissident voices, however,
expressed themselves with
greater severity towards Turkey.
Thus the Turkish opposition
writer Ali Ertem, who lives in
Germany, called on his country’s
intellectuals to oppose the
persecutions to which non-
Turkish citizens of Turkey are
subjected, such as the Kurds.
“Today the Turkish State denies the
crimes against humanity committed
in its recent history and now uses
all its power to ensure the
disappearance of the Kurdish
colours. Those who defend peace and
democracy, writers, journalists,
human rights activists like Musa
Anter, Hrant Dink, Akin Birdal
have been the victims of
assassination, been imprisoned, or
been prevented from expressing
themselves freely. The latest
example is the banning, a few days
ago, of the newspaper Taraf. Dozens
of intellectuals are being hounded
for their ideas on the basis of Article
301 of the Turkish Penal Code. The
same goes for the ban on the
Kurdish language in
administration. Teaching the
Kurdish language is thus prevented,
the letters “X”, “Q” and “W” are,
oddly enough, forbidden to appear
in printed texts”.

Moreover, an incident occurred
during the Fair, when a group of
Turkish nationalists violently
attacked a Kurdish stand that
was displaying the Kurdish flag
and a map of Kurdistan.

The criticisms the censorship
that blocked Youtube, Wordpress
or Dailymotion did not prevent
the Turkish courts from

suddenly closing access to the
Blogger site, that is, the biggest
host for blogs in the world. The
decision was taken by the
Diyarbekir 15t Criminal Court,
without any indication of the
reasons, at first. In fact, it was
an issue of the broadcasting
right of football matches, which
are held by the Digiturk
television network. As many
bloggers had published the
results of some matches on their
blogs, and even snap-shots of
some matches, Digiturk filed a
complaint. Thus the Diyarbekir
Court simply ordered the closing
down of access to the blogs as a
whole. A number of infuriated
Turkish bloggers demonstrated
their discontent by creating a
joint site sasuresansur.com,
enabling them to get round the
block. In the face of the publicity
around this ban, Bloggers was
rapidly made accessible again in
Turkey. However, Reporters sans
Frontiéeres, which has been
demanding for several months
that the ban on Youtube be
lifted, was indignant at this
sudden and disproportionate
measure: “No prior notification to
the users or subpoenas! The blogs
hosted on this platform were closed
down by surprise. This is not just a
matter of copyrights or pirating.
This decision is yet one more
example of the fact that, in Turkey,
sites are closed down solely because
of the publication of a single
doubtful item on an isolated blog”.

This NGO calls for the repeal of
law 5651, passed in May 2007,
that provides for the blocking of
Internet sites that are in breach
of law 5816 (itself going back to
1951 and penalising “offences to
Ataturk”, incitement to commit
suicide, paedophilia, sexual
abuse or the use of drugs).

“Following these successive
abusive blockages, we have a
proof that this law is the
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principal source of the
deterioration in freedom of
expression on Internet. Moreover,
the access providers must
themselves block access to sites
that are in breach of the law,
making them accomplices of the
censorship. We call for a revision

of law 5651 as son as possible.
Rather than blocking a site as a
whole, only the content item
ruled “sensitive” should be subject
to litigation”, declared Reporters
without Borders, which has
ranked Turkey at 102"¢ place with
respect of press freedom in 2008.

MOSUL:
A MASS FLIGHT OF CHRISTIANS

he debate over the

passing of the Bill for

the coming Provincial

Elections has not

slackened, this month,
especially on the subject of the
dropping of Article 50, which
had guaranteed seats to ethic
and religious minorities. The
protests from the minorities
concerned are still as heated —
from the Yezidis and, especially
from the Christians, exposed to
recent and murderous attacks in
the city of Mosul. Since
September, the UN
representative in Iraq, Staffan de
Mistura, has been calling for the
restoration of this article of the
Iraqi Constitution, and the Iraqi
minorities have also been backed
by the Kurdistan Regional
Government.

At Telkif and at the Yezidi
temple of Lalesh, UN
Representatives, including
Steffan de Mistura, have thus
been meeting delegations of
Christians and Yezidis. “The UN
Delegation has met the leadership of
the administrative units. They have
discussed means of granting
equitable rights to religious
minorities by means of article 50”,
summarised Dirman Sleman, the
head of the Telkif Provincial
Council. “The meeting mainly
covered the request that all the Iragi
people be represented, in proportion
to its population, in the Bill for the
Provincial elections”. Prince
Tahsin Beg, the Yezidi chief,
pointed out that they had

stressed, to UNO, the
importance of quotas of
representation, and considered
that the UN delegation have
indicated its “understanding” of
their position. Andrea Kilmer,
Steffan de Mistura’s assistant,
stated, in a press conference, that
the United Nations “will do its
best” to guarantee the rights of
Minorities in Iraq, particularly
those of the Yezidis and
Christians.

The Yezidi Spiritual Council had
already issued a declaration,
distributed in all their cultural
and religious centres: “In the
name of all the Yezidis, we ask and
insist on the reQinsertion of article
50 in the Provincial Election Bill as
well as its revision to guarantee an
equitable representation of the
Yezidis of Nineveh”. According to
this Council, the Yezidi
population of this province is
about 450,000, mainly in Sinjar,
Shekhan Telkif and Bashiqa. The
Yezidis also ask UNO and the
Iraqi Presidential Council to
respect their right to be
considered one of the
components of the Iraqi people.

In the Kurdistan Region, as well
as the areas protected by the
Kurdish forces, the Christians, in
addition to demonstrating
against the abrogation of Article
50, also claimed autonomy of the
areas where they live. “We will
demonstrate and protest until we
secure the right of autonomy for the
Christians in our districts as well as

equitable religious representation
for minorities”, declared Jamil
Zeito, who leads the official
Syriac-Chaldean  Council.
Thousands of Christians have
thus taken part in these
demonstrations in the towns of
al-Qosh, Tel-Saqif and at Duhok.

The Kurdistan Regional
Government has reiterated its
support for the minorities. The
Speaker of the Irbil parliament,
Adnan Mufti, described the
dropping of Article 50 as
unconstitutional: “The Kurdistan
Parliament supports the demand of
Christians and other ethnic and
religious components of the with
regard the law on provincial
elections. The Kurdistan Regional
Constitution recognises minority
rights more fully than the Iraqi
Federal Constitution. In Kurdistan
the minorities take art in the
democratic process and enjoy all
their civic, cultural and
administrative rights”. For his
part, the Prime Minister of
Kurdistan, Nechirvan Barzani,
that he “fully supported” the re-
insertion of Article 50 into the
Iraqi Constitution: “We must
guarantee the rights of minority
communities so that they are
represented in our government. In
the new Iraq, based on federalist
principles, democracy and
pluralism, we must not allow small
groups of our citizens to be
alienated or separated. We must
always remember that our
government must serve the people
and only exists to protect its rights
and to promote their wellbeing. In
the Kurdistan Region, we have been
vigilant about protecting the
interests of all the minorities — and
this is the reason its citizens of all
religions and ethic groups live in
peace” .

The religious minorities” protests
and fears of being marginalised
in Iraqi political life must been
seen against the background of
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the dismal situation of the
Christians in Mosul who, at the
same time, have had to face a
wave of assassinations, threats,
intimidation and blackmail from
obscure groups that seem to
have set themselves the task of
eradicating any non-Arab and
non-Moslem presence from
Mosul. Thus, nearly 300
Christians were forced to flee
the city in the space of a few
days. As from 10 October the
Archbishop of Kirkuk,
Monsignor Louis Sako, in
connection with several attacks,
denounced “a campaign of
liquidation” directed against the
country’s Christians: “We are the
target of a campaign of liquidation,
a campaign of politically motivated
violence. These attacks are not the
first and, unfortunately will not be
the last”. He also criticised the
Baghdad government’s inertia
over these acts of violence. “We
have heard many words from Prime
Minister Maliki, but unfortunately
they have not been translated into
facts. We want solutions, not
promises” .

Indeed, while the Shiite Prime
Minister, Nuri al-Maliki, has
condemned the murders and
acts of intimidation of the
Christians, he has not proposed
any precise measures to protect
the population. The indifference
of the Iraqi authorities is harshly
pointed out by Monsignor
Rabban al-Qas, Bishop of Irbil
and Amadiya, in an appeal
made over Asia News: “What is
happening in Mosul today is
precisely the outcome of the State’s
immobility as well as a twisted,
fanatical and fundamentalist
attitude. This tragedy — that
recalls the situation of Christians in
the first centuries — began
immediately after the overthrow of
Saddam Hussein in 2003.
Thousands of Christians and
Kurdish Moslems were driven out,
killed, kidnapped and forced to leave
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Mosul. Today less than a quarter of
the Christian population remains in
Mosul. The threats, the reprisals,
the discrimination, the blackmail,
fundamentalist Islamic propaganda
in the schools, the slogans painted
on the walls led many moderate
Moslems to cease defending their
Christian  brothers against
intolerance. Now, out of fear of
fanaticism and intolerance, they
don’t even dare show that they have
Christian friends of acquaintances.
What is happening now is the
result of a long silence by the Prime
Minister and the Baghdad
government, which have shown
themselves incapable of stopping
the wave of violence against the
Christians. They are responsible for
what is happening, without
forgetting the American forces and
the UN representatives”.

Faced with the urgency of this
situation, twelve Chaldean
Bishops held a meeting with the
Vatican nuncio on 29 October.
For its part, the Kurdish
Parliament held an
extraordinary session in the
middle of the month to discuss
the Mosul situation and the fate
of the Christians being forced to
flee the city. It decided to send a
KRG delegation on sight to
assess the needs of this
threatened population.
Parliament allocated 100 million
Iraqi dinars to help the refugees
and the Regional Government
has made a statement
condemning the terrorists’
schemes and calling on “all the
Ministries, Department and
organisations concerned to as
much provide assistance to the
victims as is in their power.

The 16 October issue of the
Kurdish Globe contained a
report by Romeo Hakkari, the
general secretary of the Bet-
Naharain Democratic Party (a
Christian party). This followed a
hurried visit of inspection to the

refugee families in the area
round Mosul, where the
majority of the population is
Christian. He reported 14
Christians killed since the
beginning of the month, 1400
families displaced, three
Christian houses destroyed a
great number of injured. In
Romeo Hakkari’s opinion, this
was a clear plan to drive all the
Christians from Mosul. The
general secretary openly
accused islamist groups and
former Baathist Party members.
“Many of the families received
direct threats to make them leave
Mosul, others indirectly via their
mobile telephones”. He added
that, even after their departure,
they continued to receive threats
by telephone to dissuade them
from returning home.

Questioned by the Kurdish
Globe’s journalists, the refugees
confirmed the absence of any
reaction from the Mosul
authorities. “We left Mosul right
under the eyes of the Iraqi police”,
charged Samil Georges, a
Christian from that town who
had fled with his family three
days earlier. In his view it was
even possible that some of the
police had taken a behind the
scenes part in these actions to
drive out the Assyro-Chaldeans.
An Arab member of the Iraqi
Parliament, Ossama al-Najifi, of
the National Iraqi List, accused
the Kurds of being the source of
these exactions, but this was
refuted by Father Zaya Shaba, a
priest of the town of Shaglawa,
in Irbil Province, where a
number of refugees, Arab
Moslems or Christian have
found shelter. He retorted: “In
Kurdistan the Kurdish government
build churches for us while in the
centre of Iraq and in Mosul
extremists have blown churches
up!” Father Shaba, moreover,
recalled that these anti-Christian
attacks are nothing new and
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have been perpetrated in
Baghdad and Basra for a long
while now.

Expressing himself officially on
the Kurdish Government’s web
site, Prime Minister Nechirvan
Barzani described the situation
and the forces at work in this
way: “The terrorists behind the
attacks and the forced displacement
of Christians across Iraq have
continued and extended their
campaign of terror to Mosul. The
Christians who have fled from
Mosul have not just come from one
or two districts in the city of Mosul
— they also come from 52 distinct
districts of the region around it.
There have been man victims in
Mosul. Thousands of Kurds have
been killed because of their ethic
origins, as a result of which
thousands of families have been
driven out. The city of Mosul has
become, today, a sanctuary for
many terrorist organisations and for
former members of the former Baath
regime. The so-called “Islamic
State”, for instance, has become an
umbrella organisation under which
all these terrorists are operating.
While it is true that most of its
members are Arabs, the groups also
include some Turcomen and Kurds.
To them mist be added that there are
even some Christians who were
formerly members of the Baath
Party regime and who describe
themselves as of the “Resistance”,
who are actively fighting against the
present government and the
Coalition Forces. The terrorists have

recruited support amongst a
mixture of ethnic and religious
groups so as to sow doubt, fear and
tension amongst the people of
Mosul. This is a classic terrorist
tactic”.

Ironically refuting the
accusations made by the M.P.
Ossama al-Najifi and spread by
a certain anti-Kurdish press, the
Prime Minister retorted that the
interests of the Kurds and
Christians, as well as other
minorities in Mosul are, on the
contrary linked in the region and
that the Kurds have everything
to lose by this ethnic and
religious “cleansing”: “As far as
Kurdish national interests are
concerned, the presence of Yezidi
and Shabak Kurds and of Christians
in the city of Mosul is important to
maintain the proportional figures of
the population during the coming
municipal elections. So how is it
logically possible for the Kurds to
try and reduce the number of
Christians in the town and so give
the Arabs a majority of the
population? Those who accuse the
Kurds of driving the Christians out
of Mosul are the same people who,
earlier, accused the Kurds of an
expansionist policy in Mosul and
some other regions. Now these
accusers have completely changed
their assertions, saying that the
Kurds are driving out the
Christians and the Yezidi and
Shabak Kurds. Politically, the
Kurds have the most to lose from
these events, since they increase the
proportion of Arabs” .

A WAVE OF RIOTS IN TURKEY

A series of riots have
shaken Turkey this
month, sparked off by a
variety of apparently
insignificant incidents
but all around the Kurdish
question in the country. Thus, at
the beginning of the month, anti-
Kurdish riots broke out in the
town of Altinova, near the

Aegean Sea, after a fight
resulting in two Turks being
killed by a Kurd. About 48
people have been detained for
questioning, according to the
local authorities, 18 of whom
will be brought before the
courts.

The origin of the altercation was
a relatively trivial event. In the

course of a quarrel, a Kurd
knocked down with his van two
Turks who died on the spot, and
was immediately arrested.
However, after the funeral, over
3000 people marched past
waving Turkish flags and
shouting “Altinova belongs to
us!”. They then began to attack
and stone shops and stalls
owned by Kurds. Over and
above the initial incident, the
reasons for the intensity of the
interethnic tension can also be
seen in the nationalist feelings
aroused by the attack on the
Aktutun border post and the
calls for vengeance following the
deaths of 17 Turkish soldiers.

Two weeks later, violent
demonstrations broke out in the
East of the country after the
lawyers representing Abdullah
Ocalan, the PKK leader, had
stated, on 18 October, that their
client had been roughed up and
received death threats from one
of his guards. On the morning of
20 October, during a DTP
meeting at  Diyarbekir,
demonstrators clashed with the
police causing one death and
dozens of arrests. On the 25,
there were clashes with the
police at Van, and 7 people were
arrested. On 26 October, the
police used tear gas at Gaziantep
and made about a dozen arrests.
At Yusekova, a small town near
the Iraqi border, the police again
used tear gas to disperse the
crowd.

In Diyarbekir, the capital of
Turkish Kurdistan, 5,000 people
had marched to demonstrate
and the police had charged,
making several dozen arrests,
when some demonstrators
started throwing stones.

The West of the country, which
now has a large Kurdish
population of people forcibly
displaced during the war, was
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not spared. In Istanbul, clashes
occurred in the Umraniye
district, while at Kucukcekmece
a shopping centre was
devastated by Molotov cocktails.
Many demonstrations by the
PKK and its supporters also took
place outside Turkey. On 21
October, demonstrators tried to
set fire to the Turkish Embassy
in Helsinki. Five suspects were
arrested and then released. In
Beirut, hundreds of Kurds
demonstrated in front of the
United Nations offices on 26
October and on the 29th there
were marches with Armenian
and PKK flags.

Although the Minister of Justice,
Mehmet Ali Sahin, denied the
allegations, they were supported
and spread by the DTP leader
Ahmet Turk, who protested, in a
press conference, at the “ill
treatment” that Abdullah Ocalan
was said to have suffered and
demanded that a delegation,
including members of his party,
be sent to Imrali, where the
Kurdish leader is imprisoned.
Although the DTP is in danger
of being banned, and that the
next elections will see that party
actively opposing the ruling
AKP party in the regions of
Turkish Kurdistan, Ahmet Turk
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has again called for the
resolution of the Kurdish
problem by peaceful means:
“The Kurdish question is a political
problem and it can only be resolved
by political means. The attitude that
pushes some to say “if I win the
elections in the Kurdish regions and
overwhelmingly defeat the DTP in
those same regions, 1 will have
eliminated the problem” shows the
humiliating and disrespectful way
in which the Kurds are regarded” .

Furthermore, on the subject of
the police repression, Amnesty
International has criticised the
measures envisaged by the
governor of Adana, namely of
cutting off medical care to
demonstrators and their
families. “The authorities’ response
must be in conformity with human
rights and not lead to collective
punishment”, declared Andrew
Gardner, the AI officer
responsible for Turkey. In
Turkey, a “green card” allows
the poorest families to have
access to medical care, which is
very expensive, even for the
middle classes. It was also
planned to cut them off from the
free delivery of coal, which is
organised by the Social Aid and
Solidarity Foundation. “These
measures to deprive children

suspected of having taken part in
demonstrations of medical and other
aid, together with their families, are
a form of collective punishment and
in violation of the right of people to
care and a decent level of life,
without discrimination” added
Andrew Gardner. “Rather than
violate human rights, the Turkish
authorities must ensure that their
responses to demonstrations are
compatible with their obligations to
respect and protect human rights
inside their territories”.

This series of incidents shows
the extent of the growing gulf
separating the Kurdish and
Turkish population, the first
being regularly stigmatised as
“accomplices of terrorism”. As for
the Kurds, according to Sezgin
Tanrikulu, Chairman of the
Diyarbekir Bar Association, their
confidence in peaceful and
democratic  solutions is
crumbling. In Kurdish towns,
celebrations of 29 October, the
anniversary of the foundation of
the Turkish Republic, are widely
boycotted by the DTP Town
Halls. The Mayors of Diyarbekir,
Sirnak, Tunceli (Dersim), Cizre
and Hakkari have not organised
any demonstrations in open
protest against the future
banning of their party.

IRAQ:
DIFFICULT NEGOTIATIONS OVER THE “SOFA”

Several = meetings
between the Iraqi
Kurds and American
leaders as well as
Masud Barzani’s visit
to Washington, have been
mainly concerned with the
Status of Forces Agreement
(SOFA). Indeed, an agreement is
needed enable the US to
maintain a long term military
presence in Iraq after the UN
mandate expires, that is 31
December 2008.However, the
negotiations n the details of

implementing the agreement are
not making any progress, largely
due to Iraqi hesitations.

In his family stronghold of
Salahaddin, the President of the
Kurdistan Region, first met
General Raymond Odierno,
commander of the multinational
forces, accompanied by a
delegation. The Kurdish
Government’s Prime Minister,
Nechirvan Barzani, was also
present as well as several KRG
leaders. As well as questions

linked to regions claimed by the
Kurds, such as Khanagqin and,
more largely the problems of
security in the country,
particularly at Mosul, the
discussion mainly covered the
Security Pact at the moment
being discussed between the
Americans and Iraq, the Kurds
being, of all the Iraqi political
components, the most in its
favour. Another eminent visitor
to Salahaddin was John
Negroponte, Assistant Secretary
of State, who had also come to
discuss the Pact and bi-lateral
Iraq-US agreements. John
Negroponte had earlier met Jalal
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Talabani, President of Iraq, in
Suleimaniah and had visited
Kirkuk. In a joint press conference,
Masud Barzani again re-iterated
his support for this agreement.

The Kurdish President then
went to Baghdad to take part in
the meeting of the Political
Council for National Security
where the principal Iraqi
political leaders were due to
discuss new modalities put
forward for the final agreement.
However, the Iraqi Prime
minister, Nuri al-Maliki all the
same announced that he was
going to submit a new version of
the SOFA to the White House.

On his return, he declared to the
press as he arrived at Irbil
airport: “We are clearly in favour
of signing this projected agreement.
There are forces that support this
treaty and others that hesitate, yet
others that are embarrassed and yet
again some that are afraid to declare
their position. On Sunday evening
we took part in a meeting of the
Political Council for National
Security and we clearly showed our
position. The agreement contains
many positive points that are

favourable for Iraq. It has been
decided to refer this to the
Government and Parliament, and
every party 1 free to five its position.
The alternative, in the event of its
rejection, is worrying: it would
mean either continuing the present
situation, in which an American
officer has the prerogative of
arresting all the Ministers, or the
United States leave Iraq or else the
United States will leave Iraq and
renounce its commitment to our
country. We have always said we
are against any agreement that
violates the country’s sovereignty,
but the latest version of the
agreement proposed by the
Americans take this sovereignty
into account”.

A week later Masud Barzani
flew to Washington to discuss
this agreement with US leaders
while in the Iraqi camp, and
particularly amongst the Shiites,
many were reticent. “The issue of
the agreement is strategic and was
the principal theme of the meeting”,
declared the president to the
press after his meeting with
Condoleeza Rice, before adding
that the agreement was
discussed “in detail”.

President George Bush indicated
that he had received several
requests for modification and
discussed them with Masud
Barzani, without revealing their
content to the press. He
recognised that the Kurdish
leader was the principal
defender of this agreement.
Condoeeza Rice, like George
Bush, said they were confident
that it would be signed before
the end of 2008, but this feeling
is far from unanimous in the US
Administration. If the SOFA
were not signed, it would
remove any legal basis for the
US military presence in Iraq, and
would result in the suspension
of all armed action and the
troops being confined to their
barracks. “The advances in
security that have been achieved
will begin to come apart, since we
will no longer have any mandate for
operating”, remarked the
Pentagon’s spokesman Geoff
Morell.

The other solution would be to
secure another mandate from the
UN, which would require the
agreement of Russia and China,
who could veto it.

e DEATH OF A TURKISH
ACTIVIST UNDER TORTURE.
An extreme Left Turkish activist,
Engin Ceber, died in hospital on
10 October, as a result of torture
to which he had been subjected
after his arrest on 28 September
last. He was 29 years of age. As
soon as his death was announced,
Amnesty International demanded
a complete enquiry, backed by
several Turkish NGOs: “The
death of Engin Ceber is a fresh proof
that acts of torture and ill treatment
are widespread in detention centres
in Turkey”.

This case reopens the issue of the
use of torture in Turkey in its
police services as a whole, be

AS WELL AS ...

they the investigatory or
penitential, because Engin Ceber
is said to have been ill-treated,
both by gendarmerie and police,
only while in detention, which
recalls the worst days of the
Turkish prisons, particularly
after the coup d’état.

Engin Ceber was arrested along
with other activists during a
demonstration that implicated
the Turkish authorities in
another case — that of the death
of Ferhat Gercek, an activists
shot down by the police a year
earlier. According to his lawyer,
immediately after his arrest he
was undressed and beaten up,

struck with wooden truncheons
not only during his initial
detention but also during his
preventive detention. Sent to
hospital on 7 October for head
injuries, he died three days later.
On 14 October, the Minister of
Justice, Mehmet Ali Sahin,
presented official apologies to
the activist’s family on behalf of
the government and of the State.
He also announced the suspension
of 19 officials and promised a
full enquiry.

While some Turkish newspapers,
like Hurriyet, welcomed the
government’s effort at
transparency (“This is the first
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time a Minister apologises in this
way”, pointed out the journalist
Ahmet Hakan) other voices, like
the victim’s father were not
satisfied by this mea culpa and
are calling for more serious
punishment for those
responsible that a simple
suspension. Nor is Amnesty
International satisfied — it
demands that “those presumed
guilty of the death of Engin Ceber”,
be brought for trial. The
organisation also demands that
the two other activists arrested
with Engin Ceber and still
detained in the same Metris
Prison, in Istanbul, be no longer
subjected to the same acts of
torture and be medically
examined.

Despite promises of “zero
tolerance” in cases of torture,
made by Turkey to strengthen its
case for membership of the
European Union, these practices
have not disappeared. The
Association for Human Rights in
Turkey (IHD) has recorded 678
unreported complaints of torture
and ill treatment by the police
and gendarmerie in 2007 —
which admittedly represents a
slight improvement on previous
years (708 for 2006; 825 for 2005
and 1040 for 2006).

e IRBIL: A LAW RESTRICTING
POLYGAMY IS PASSED. On
31 October, the Irbil Parliament
passed the law on the Status of
the Individual, which includes a
certain number of differences
with Iraqi laws, particularly with
regard to polygamy and divorce.
In 2001, Law N°62 passed by the
Kurdish Parliament had already
forbidden this practice save in
certain specific conditions. As
from 28 October, 200 activists
from nearly 40 feminist
movements had been
demonstrating in front of the
parliament, demanding total of
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polygamy and absolute equality
between the sexes in all matters
regarding matrimonial and
family arrangements. However,
the law passed on 31 October
did not go as far as total
interdiction, being satisfied by
strongly limiting recourse to this
practice. Whereas Moslem law
allows a man to have up to four
wives, the KRG law tolerates a
second marriage solely in cases
of proven sterility or if the wife
is suffering from sexually
transmitted disease. “We did not
succeed in banning polygamy but
we have succeeded in strictly
limiting it”, stated Member of
Parliament Mrs. Khaman Zirar
to AFP news agency. For her
part, Laila Abdullah, of the
Union of Kurdish Women
regretted this partial result and
indicated that her group will
continue to put pressure the
political class to achieve
interdiction.

Another measure adopted was a
law allowing women to initiate
divorce, a right that has to be
stipulated at the moment of
marriage as part of the contract
and signed in the presence of
two witnesses (Moslem marriage
is a civil contract, not a religious
ceremony). As for the legal age
of marriage, it has been set at 16
years for both sexes, subject to a
medical certificate establishing
that both parties are physically
and mentally capable of
contracting the union and
subject also to parental
agreement for the future bride
(or at least that of her mother if
the latter is a widow).

e THE BUILDING OF
HASANKEYF DAM
JEOPARDISED. Germany,
Austria and Switzerland, the
principal financial backers of the
Ilisu, which is due to drown the
town and valley of Hasankeyf

have, after several warnings,
started the process of
withdrawing from this Turkish
project. According to the Under-
Secretary of the Ministry of
Economic Development and
Cooperation, Erich Stather, the
three countries meeting on 7
October had sent a firm request
regarding environmental
problems raised by the project,
to which Turkey had provided
few answers or guarantees. Si,
within 60 days, Ankara does not
satisfy ~the requirements
expressed by the European
governments they will cease to
guarantee the companies
involved in the project, which
will result, in fact, in a freeze of
the project. The NGOs that are
struggling to preserve the town
of Hasankeyf consider that it is
highly unlikely that the required
conditions to preserve the
environment could be fulfilled
by Turkey in two months, i.e. by
the deadline of 6 December 2008.

According to Ulrich Eichelmann,
of the ECA Watch Austria, such
a gesture is a first in “the history
of European economic exportation”.
Heike Drillisch, who is leading
the German campaign against
the Ilisu dam, welcomes this
long awaited decision and insists
that they will remain vigilant
against any last minute
compromise with the Turkish
government.

For over a year now,
independent experts have
unceasingly stressed the fact that
Turkey was not fulfilling its
commitments not meeting
international criteria regarding
environment and guarantees for
the inhabitants who would have
to be expropriated. In
March2007, Germany, Austria
and Switzerland had agreed to
stand as guarantors for the
companies Andritz AG, Zueblin
AG and Alstom who had thus
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been able to borrow from several
banks: Austria’s UniCredit,
Germany’s Deka and the Societé
Générale. The total amount of
these credits was estimated at
450 million euros. The
withdrawal of the governments
will probably prompt the banks
also to withdraw from the
project, particularly in the
present financial situation. Thus
the companies’ contracts are, in
turn, jeopardised.

The Mayor of Hasankeyf,
Abdulyahap Kusen, expressed
his satisfaction in these terms:
“The probable withdrawal of the
Europeans is good news for the
inhabitants of Hasankeyf and an
additional motive for us to continue,
stage by stage, our struggle here in
Turkey against the project. We now
really have a chance of saving our
home, with its natural and cultural
heritage of thousands of years”.

e IRAN: A KURDISH
ACTIVIST SENTENCED ON
APPEAL TO ELEVEN YEARS
IMPRISONMENT. The
hardening of the attacks on
feminist and human rights
activists continues. On 23
October, the Teheran Court of
Appeal Confirmed the eleven-
year sentence on a Human
Rights activist and Kurdish
language journalist, Mohammad
Sadigh Kabudvand, for “offenses
against national security”. The
information was given to the
AFP news agency by his lawyer,
Nasin Sotudeh. His only
“crime” was to have founded a
Human  Rights  defence
organisation.

“The charge of offences against
national security is unfounded”,
protests Reporters sans Frontiéres.
“It is absurd to consider the defence
of human rights as an attack on
national security. It is just an
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excuse to silence a journalist who
has been writing for a long time
about discrimination against
minorities in Iran”. RSF also
criticises the absence of the
medical treatment needed in
view of the Kurdish activist’s
state of health. Detained since
July 2007 at Evin Prison, in
Teheran, an ill-reputed detention
centre, Mohammad Sadigh
Kabudvand suffers from a
painful prostate condition and
has received no medical
attention. His wife, Parniz
Hassani has told RSF that she
has not received permission to
visit him Since 24 September
last.

Last July, Amnesty International
published an alarming report on
religious and cultural
discrimination  and  the
persecution to which minorities
are subjected, particularly the 12
million Kurds in Iran.
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Brigades du Sahwa: de la banniére
etoilee a I'armée nationale

Les 54000 miliciens des brigades du Sahwa
{«réveil» en arabe) de la région de Bagdad com-
battent depuis mercredi sous le drapeau ira-
kien. Forces supplétives de I'armée améri-
caine, ces brigades, trés majoritairement
sunnites, ont joué un réle considérable dans
lalutte contre AkQaeda. Elles ont ainsi permis
depuis environ un an une amélioration sensi-
ble de la sécurité dans les provinces sunnites
del'lrak et dans la capitale, Bagdad. Le niveau
deviolencesy est & son plus bas niveau depuis
-quatre ans.
*Dés le 31 octobre, les Sahwas toucheront un
- premier salaire du gouvernement de Bagdad.
Jusqu’a présent, leurs rémunérations étaient
"assurées par I'armée américaine, 2 raison de
300 dollars (217 euros) par combattant, soit
environ 16 millions de dollars (11,5 millions
d’euros) par mois. Environ 50000 autres
membres des brigades du Sahwa, répartis
dans les provinces du nord et du centre de
I'lrak, seront transférés eprogressivements
sous le contrdle du gouvernement de Nouri
al-Maliki.
«Réconciliationn. Cette passation des pou-
voirs est un élément clé dans la stratégie amé-

ricaine de désengagement de I'lIrak. Cester

septembre 2006 que les chefs de tribus sunni-
tes de la province occidentale d’Al-Anbar, sou-
vent achetés et «retournés» par les Améri-
cains, ont mis sur pied les brigades du Sahwa.
Larégion est alors trés largement acquise a la
rébellion et les groupes liés & Al-Qaeda y pullu-
lent. La violence extréme de ces derniers sera
aussi une des raisons qui permettront la créa-
tion de ces milices tribales. Depuis, la situa-
tion sécuritaire s'est nettement améliorée. En-
suite, les brigades du Sahwa ont été peu 3 peu
généralisées aux autres provinces sunnites.
Les miliciens ont contribué 12 encore 2 faire
diminuer les attentats dans ces régions qui
constituent aussi depuis 2003 des foyers de
I'insurrection antiaméricaine.

L'amélioration est cependant fragile comme
le montre I'embuscade commise mercredi
pres de la ville de Khan Bani Saad. dans la pro-
vince de Diyala, qui a cofité 1a vie a 35 person-
nes, dont 27 policiers. Le conseiller i la Sécu-
rité nationale du gouvernement irakien,
Mowaffak al-Rubai, a salué mercredi un
simportant succés pour la réconciliation natio-
nale», en soulignant que Bagdad était «mpa-
tient d'assumer [cette] responsabilités. Le gouver-
nement irakien s'est engagé a enroler 20%

d’entre eux dans I'armée ou la police, et i ga-
rantir aux autres I'accés & des emplois civils,
publics ou privés.
-«Ennemis», Mais, selon des sources bien in-
formées dans la capitale irakienne, leur trans-
fert del'autorité américaine i celle de Bagdad
n'est pas sans poser de graves problémes. Des
dirigeants irakiens entendent en effet de-
mander des comptes & certains chefs de bri-
gades pour les violences qu'ils ont exercées
a 'encontre des chiites irakiens. Dans la
crainte d’arrestations, plusieurs d’entre eux
auraient déja fui en Jordanie et en Syrie:
«Nous condamnons l'intégration des Sahwas
dans les forces de sécurité et la possibilité qui leur
est donnée de décider du sort des Irakiens», dé-
clarait derniérement cheikh Abdelhadi al-
Mohammadaoui, un haut responsable de
I'Armée du Mahdj, la puissante milice chiite.
olls étaient, 'y a encore peu, les ennemis des Ira-
kiens», ajoutait-il.
Si ce nouveau conflit éclatait, il pourrait per-
mettre une «renaissance» ¢Al-Qaeda, ce que le
général américain David Petraeus, qui a mis
en ceuvre cette politique de contre-insurrec-
tion, avouait derniérement craindre.

= JEAN-PIERRE PERRIN
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Ankara menace
d’attaquer les bases
du PKK en Irak

TURQUIE

Quinze soldats turcs et 23

rebelles kurdes sont morts,
vendredi, au cours d'une
attaque des séparatistes
contre une caserne

res de la frontiére avec

e Kurdistan irakien.

Istanbul

" A TRAVERS toute la Turquie, dans
plusieurs villes, la méme scéne s'est
répétée dimanche. Des dizaines de
‘milliers de personnes ont assisté aux

funérailles des quinze soldats tués

lors d’'un assaut mené par le PKK
prés de la frontiére irakienne, ven-
dredi. Dans la foule, des appels pour
veriger les « martyrs» fusaient. A
I'unisson, la classe politique a
condamné cette nouvelle attaque, la
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ment la Turquie samedi pour assis-
ter & une réunion avec des généraux.

Alors que la réponse a cette
« attaque haineuse » doit étre étu-
diée dans les prochains jours, les
autorités civiles et militaires turques
ont critiqué de concert la région
autonome du Kurdistan d’lrak,
accusée, au mieux, de passivité face

- ala présence de la rébellion sur son

territoire. « Non seulement nous
n'avons aucun soutien de ladminis-

TURQUIE . | tration du nord de U'lrak, mais elle
Attaque de rebelles M___E@.Q fournit (au PKK) des infrastructures
kurdes contre Vay -2 M ' comme des routes et des hOpitaux »,
Varmee e o™, ‘a fustigé le général Hasan Igsiz, le

1 Aktiitiing numéro deux de I'état-major, au

cours d’'une conférence de presse.
Alors qu'il assistait a des obseques,
Recep Tayyip Erdogan a également
demandé au gouvernement de
M. Barzani de prendre « des mesures
(...) contre les bases » cachées dans
les montagnes irakiennes.
Vendredi, des membres du PKK,

plus sanglante depuis le début de 350 selon les médias, ont pris
I'année. Dans un message télévisé, d’assaut la caserne de Aktiitiin, sou-
le président de la République, tengs par des tirs d'artillerie lourde,

" Abdullah Giil, a assuré que «quel venus du nord de l'Irak. Isolé, le petit

que soit le prix, le combat continuera - poste militaire se trouve 3 quelques
sans faiblir ». Et le premier ministre, kilometres de la frontiere. Au cours

" Erdogan, annulant un voyage en - de cette opération, qui a cofitéla vie a

Mongolie, a regagné précipitam- quinze soldats, deux autres ont éga-

lement disparuy, vingt ont été blessés
et 23 rebelles kurdes sont morts,
selon le décompte de )'état-major.
Dans les heures qui ont suivi, 'aviati-
on turque a pilonné des positions du
PKK dans les montagnes irakiennes.
Cest la quatrieme fois depuis
juin 2007, que le poste de Aktiitiin est
la cible des rebelles kurdes : en quin-
ze mois, 22 soldats y ont péri.

Incursions aériennes

Cette derniére attaque a eu lieu
quelques jours avant un vote crucial
au Parlement turc. Mercredi 8 octo- -
bre, les députés devraient prolonger
la motion autorisant 1'armeée a inter-
venir en Irak une année supplémen-
taire. Le résultat ne fait pas de doute.
Ces demiers mois, de nombreuses
incursions aériennes ont déja été
menées dans le nord irakien et une
vaste intervention terrestre a eu lieu
en février. Déja, le premier feu vert
parlementaire, qui avait été donné
le 17 octobre 2007, était intervenu
aprés une attaque du PKX, contre
une patrouille : la mort de treize sol-
dats avait suscité une forte émotion -
populaire, contraignant le gouver- -
nement a se ranger du coté des par- -

-tisans d'une intervention armée.

LAURE MARCHAND
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Turkey hits
Iraqi bases
of Kurdish
separatists

From news reports

ISTANBUL: Turkish warplanes have
bombed Kurdish rebel bases in northern
Iraq, the Turkish military said Sunday,
two days after 15 Turkish soldiers were
killed and at least 20 wounded in an at-
tack by Kurdish separatist rebels in the
mountajnous border area of eastern
Turkey.

The planes bombed Saturday in
Iraq’s Avasin Basyan region and re-
turned safely to their bases, the Turkish
military said.

The military’s deputy chief, mean-
while, accused leaders in northern Iraq
of tolerating the rebels.

“We don't receive any kind of sup-
port from the local administration in
the northern part of Iraq,” the officer,
General Hasan Igsiz, said Sunday. “Our
expectation from them is to accept that
the terrorist organization is a terrorist
organization and eliminate the support
provided to it.”

The soldiers were killed Friday night
in an attack on the Aktutun border post
in Semdinli, a district that borders Iran

- and lraq, the military said. Twenty-

three Kurdish fighters of the Kurdistan -
Workers’ Party, also known as the PKK, -

were also killed.

The attack was the deadliest since
last October, when Kurdish fighters

killed 13 Turkish soldiers in an ambush
near the town of Daglica. That attack
touched off a political confrontation be-
tween Turkey and Iraq, where some
rebels hide. Turkey bombed targets
there, over Iragi objections, and later
sent troops in, but withdrew them eight
days later under American pressure.

Turkey, a NATO member, has been
fighting Kurdish separatists in its
southeast since the 1980s. Kurdish
rebels want greater autonomy for Tur-
key’s minority Kurdish population, a
condition that the Turkey says would
lead to secession. The conflict has died
down substantially since the bloody
days of the 1980s and '90s.

Even so, the attack was the most seri- .

ous in a year, and the Turkish authorit-
ies will be under pressure to respond.
Regional elections are scheduled for

‘March, and Turkish officials will take

pains to show the public that they are
working hard to punish the rebels for
their attacks.

Prime Minister’ Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan cut short a trip in Central Asia,

- and returned to Ankara, Turkey’s capit-
al, where he held a more than two-hour

meeting with the country’s top security
officials on how to respond to the attack.
Though nothing specific was made pub-
lic from the meeting, the country’s pres-
ident, Abdullah Gul, said in a statement
that the attack would “be investigated
until the very end to find out how and
with whose help” it was carried out.

The Turkish military says it needs
Iraqi help to halt the rebel infiltration
from bases across the long and moun-
tainous border. It says that its surveil-
lance capabilities in Iraq are limited,
and that the rugged terrain makes it dif-
ficult to defend positions.

Iraq’s national government has
pledged to cooperate with Turkey.

President Jalal Talabani, who is a
Kurd, told Gul during a telephone call
Saturday that he condemned the Friday
attack.

- Brigadier General Metin Gurak of the

Turkish General Staff told reporters in
Ankara that the rebels had used heavy
artillery, leading to the high number of
military casualties, Turkey’s state-run
Anatolian Agency reported. He said
two soldiers were also reported missing
after the attack. :

Turkey often blames Irag for harbor-
ing the fighters in its Kurdish enclave,
But the PKK has hide-outs in Turkey as
well, and Iraqi officials say that Turkey
blames Iraq to avoid taking responsibil-
ity for rebels on its own soil.

The Turkish Parliament is expected to
approve a government request to extend
a deadline that would allow the Turkish
military to take action in northern Iraq.
The current mandate expires Oct. 17,

Necati Ozgen, a retired general who

. has been in charge of the Aktutun base,

said that assailants must have entered
through Iraq, since the military base
faces the small village right by the bor-
der and has unattainable high moun-
tains behind it.

“There seems to be a major intelli-
gence failure,” Ozgen said during an in-
terview on Turkey’s NTV television. “It
is impossible for a large group to reach
as far as the base, before the villagers or
village guards notice them.”

The border post, Aktutun Gendarm-
erie Station, has been attacked fre-
quently in the past, most recently in May.
NTV reported that 20 soldiers were
killed in a major battle there in Septem-
ber 1992, when the war was deadlier.

Semdinli has also been the scene of
violence in which the Turkish military
has been incriminated. Several mem-
bers of a paramilitary force are sus-
pects in a bomb attack inside a book-
store in the largely Kurdish town in
2005. Turkey’s former top military
commander, Yasar Buyukanit, acknowl-
edged knowing one of the suspects, who
had served under his command, de-
scribing him as a “good fellow.”

The men’s trial is still continuing,
with the next hearing scheduled for
Dec. I9. (IHT, AP)

Christians
demand
Iraq quotas

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD: A senior Iraqi lawmaker
called Monday for an urgent resolution
“to Christian demands for a minority
quota system in provincial elections,
while the electoral commission ruled
out holding them this year.

Parliament approved a law last
month paving the way for elections to
provincial councils after months of
deadlock but dropped a quota system in
place in 6 of Iraq’s 18 provinces, citing a
lack of census data on how many Chris-

tians, Yazidis and members of other re-
ligions were still in those areas.
The deputy speaker of Parliament,

‘Khalid al-Attiyah, a Shiite, said one op-

tion would be to use outdated prewar
census data to come up with a different
formula. “No political bloc in Parliament
has the intention of denying small ethnic
minorities their constitutional rights,”
he said at a news conference. “There is
an urgent need to solve this matter.”
Dozens of Christians protested over

the issue at a rally near a church in-
Baghdad, saying that dropping the.
quota would marginalize their commu-

nity, which accounts for an estimated 3
percent of Irag’s 26 million people.
“We do not want to immigrate to the
U.S. or Britain — we want to stay in Iraq
and have our representatives in both the
provincial councils and the legislature,”
said the Reverend Louis al-Shabi, a
preacher at a Chaldean church in Bagh-
dad. “We want to be treated equally as

_Iraqis living with the Muslims and other

nationals in a united brotherly spirit.”
The issue has threatened to overshad-

ow preparations for the vote for provin-
cial councils throughout Iraq.

Faraj al-Haidari, head of Iraq’s inde-
pendent electoral commission, said that
it would not be possible to hold the vote
this year as had been hoped but that the
commission would do its best to meet a
legal deadline of Jan. 31

Haidari said that there was not
enough time to finish preparations for -
the elections before year’s end and that
the dispute over the quota system was
complicating matters.

“It is definitely impossible to hold the
elections this year,” Haidari said in a
telephone interview from Beirut. He
said the date for the vote would be an-
nounced within two weeks.

In preparation, the independent elec-
tions commission will start registering
candidates and political blocs on Oct.
15, he said. Officials also need to update
voter lists, design the ballot papers and
attend to other technicalities, he added.

" The vote, which U.S. officials hope
will promote national unity and stem
support for violence, had initially been
scheduled to be held in October.
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ter Barzani, President Talabani, and the rest of the
Iragi Kurdish leadership.

The author is misguided in his description of the
status of the Peshmerga. The Peshmerga are not "his
|Barzani's] Peshmerga", rather they are the security
force of the Kurdistan Region, a force that is recog-
nized in Iraq's permanent constitution. Where does
Mr. Brannen get the idea that the Kurdistan region
"doesn't especially need its security forces"? At
other places in his article he acknowledges the
threats from al-Qaida and other terrorist groups. Mr.
Brannen might also be reminded of what our recent
history has been, including the use of chemical
weapons by Saddam Hussein against Kurdish vil-
lages in 1987-88.

Moreover, every time there is conflict in Iraq, be
it with al-Qaida, or other extreme groups and mili-
tias, it is the Peshmerga that is called upon by the
prime minister of Iraq to assist the Iraqi army.
Kurdish Peshmerga forces have bravely and consis-
tently fought against terrorists who kill Americans
and lragis. In response to Mr. Brannen's assertions
that Kurdish forces are deployed outside of Kurdis-
tan's boundaries, it should be made clear to readers
that throughout 2004 and 2005, the Iraqi Govern-
ment and the U.S.-led Multi-National Forces have
requested Kurdish security forces to assist in secur-
ing parts of Diyala, Kirkuk and Nineveh provinces.
Kurdish forces did so with great success, rooting out
terrorists from Tal-Afar, securing towns like Kha-

TURKISH DAILY NEWS [y

nagin and rooting out terrorist elements from Kirkuk.
These areas remain disputed territories and thus not
under the direct control of either Kurdistan or
Baghdad. Moreover, it was Prime Minster Maliki's
unnecessary deployment of Iraqi army units to
Khanagqin this year that has heightened tensions in an
otherwise peaceful and stable situation.

Finally, the author proves yet again to be incor-
rect in his assertions that no elections will take place
in the Kurdistan Region. Elections are scheduled to
be held in the Kurdistan region of Iraq in June 2009.

Qubad Talabany

Representative to the United States

Kurdistan Regional Government - USA

International community condemns the PKK attack

ANKARA - Turkish Daily News

he international community has over the

weekend condemned an attack by Kurd-
ish terrorists on a military post in southeastern
Turkey near the Iragi border that has killed at
least 15 soldiers.

The Iragi government, the European Union,
NATO, the UN, Britain, the Swedish Foreign
Minister, the United States and Italian embas-
sies in Ankara all denounced the attack carried
out by the outlawed Kurdistan Workers' Party, or
PKK, in separate statements.

The lragi government spokesman Al al-
Dabbagh said the rebel attack "poses a serious
threat to the border areas and to the joint secu-
rity of Iraq and Turkey," also urging the Turkish
government "to deal with this criminal act wisely
and to show restraint.”

Later, the Iraqi presidential council led by
President Jalal Talabani also denounced the
violence and pledged to help Turkey.

"The council has decided to continue efforts
with Turkey to prevent the repetition of such
aggression and to put an end to the illegitimate
presence of the gunmen on Iraqi territory,” said
the official Web site of the presidency.

The European Union's French presidency
said the EU expressed its complete solidarity
with the Turkish authorities, adding that the EU
stood resolutely beside Turkey in its battle
against the PKK, an organization that is on
Europe's lists of terrorist groups and entities.

The UN spokesperson Michelle Montas,
meanwhile, said in a written statement the UN
expressed its deepest sympathies with the
Turkish people and government in the face of
terrorist violence, urging cooperation between
Turkey and lraq to address the threat, while
Britain said it stood “shoulder-to-shoulder" with
Ankara in its fight against the separatists.

A spokesman for the British Foreign Office
said there could be no excuse for the use of
violence to achieve one's aims.

Voices of Iraq
October 7, 2008
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"The UK stands shoulder-to-shoulder with
Turkey in its fight against terrorism and strongly
supports ongoing efforts between the Turkish
and Iragi authorities to prevent the PKK from
using northern Iraq as a base from which to
mount attacks against Turkey."

The U.S. Embassy in Ankara said the
United States severely condemned the attack,
recalling that President George W. Bush called
the terrorist organization PKK as the common
enemy to Iraq, the United States and Turkey.

The ltalian Embassy in Ankara also con-
demned the attack, expressing its solidarity with
its friends the Turkish people, while Swedish
Foreign Minister Carl Bildt said in written state-
ment that all had to display a firm stance against
terror and that the PKK had continued its attack
to halt the reforms launched by Turkey in many
fields, reforms with positive effects on Kurds as
well.

KDP, PUK agree to unify ministries

ARBIL / Aswat al-lraq:  Member of the Kurdistan Democratic Party's (KDP)
political office on Monday said that leaderships of the KDP and the Patriotic
Union of Kurdistan (PUK) agreed to unify the three ministries of Interior,
Peshmerga (local Kurdish armed forces), and Finance within the coming two
weeks.

The two parties also agreed to send a high-profile delegation to Baghdad,
headed by the region's president, to discuss pending issues with the federal
government. "This accurred during a meeting in Arbil today," Imad Moham-
med told Aswat al-lraq. He did not mention when the delegation would travel
to Baghdad. Arbil, also written Erbil or Irbil, is believed to be one of the oldest
continuously inhabited in the world and is one of the largest cities in Iraq. The
city lies eighty kilometers (fifty miles) east of Mosul. In 2005, its estimated

population was 990,000 inhabitants. The city is the capital of the autonomous
Iraqi Kurdistan region and the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG). It hosts
the headquarters of the Kurdistan region ministers and parliament. Since the
overthrow of Saddam Hussein, only isolated, sporadic violence has hit Arbil,
unlike many other areas of Iraq. Parallel bomb attacks against the Eid celebra-
tions arranged by the Iraqi President Jalal Talabani's Patriotic Union of Kurdis-
tan (PUK) and KRG President Massoud Barazani's Kurdistan Democratic
Party (KDP) killed 109 people on February 1, 2004. Responsibility was
claimed by the Islamist group Ansar al-Sunnah, and stated te be in solidarity
with the Kurdish Islamist faction Ansar al-Islam. Another bombing on May 4,
2005 killed 60 civilians. Despite these bombings the population generally feels
safe.

Voices of Iraq
October 9, 2008
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Strategic agreement between Kurdistan, U.N.
next week — source

ARBIL / Aswat al-lraq: nKurdistan region’s coordinator for U.N. affairs said
on Tuesday that a strategic agreement will be signed between the Kurdish
government and the U.N. for cooperation in a number of services fields.

“A delegation from the U.N. headed by Deputy Secretary General David
Sherrar will arrive in Arbil next week to sign a strategic agreement with the
Kurdish government,” Dindar Zebari told Aswat al-lraq. “The agreement aims

to help the region in heath, agriculture and education fields in three years
between 2008 until 2010,” he added. “The agreement is an important step to
boost relations between Iraq’s Kurdistan region and the U.N.," he also said,
noting that Deputy Prime Minister of Kurdistan Omar Fatah will sign the
agreement with the U.N. delegation. “The U.N. had signed a similar agree-
ment with the Iragi government last month,” Zebari highlighted.
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LE !'IGARO

La Turquie accentue ses raids
contre le PKK en Irak

L'aviation turque a effectué hier
un nouveau raid contre des bases
des séparatistes kurdes du PKK
dans le nord de Ulrak, en riposte
a une attaque des rebelles ven-
dredi contre un poste militaire
proche de la frontiére irakienne,
qui a fait quinze morts parmi les
soldats turcs.

Que veut
le PKK?

Le parti - interdit - des tra-
vailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK),
crééen 1978, adécrétéle I5 aofit
1984 lalutte armée contre le pou-

Ladministration
kurde d’irak
donne-t-elle

son appui au PKK?

Le PKK agit depuis le Kurdistan
d’Irak, donc forcément avec le
soutien, plus ou moins affiché,
des autorités kurdes d’Irak. Di-
manche, 'armée turque a encore
accusé ces dernieres de soutenir
les rebelles kurdes. « Non seule-
ment nous n'avons aucun appui
de Uadministration du nord de
Ulrak, mais elle fournit (auxre-
belles) des infrastructures telles
quedes hdpitaux et des routes»,

voir central d’Ankara . - a déclaré le chef
pour la créationd’un : | : d’état-major ad-
Ftat kurde indépen- Selon _la_Turqme, joint, le g’énérél
dant dans le Sud-Est - (€S milliers Hasan Igsiz. An-
anatolien, peuplé -  de combattants kara accuse de-
majoritairement de - " 4., PKK ' puis longtemps
Kurdes. L , I'administra-

Le PKK a lancé ses - sont retranchés tion du Kur-
premieres attaques = . dans les montagnes distan irakien,
meurtrieres en Tur- du nord de Ulrak. frontalier des

quie en 1984. Selon .
I'Institutinternational

des études stratéglques (IISS) de
Londres, son potentiel militaire
estjugé assezlimité: 3000 a 5000
combattants. Mais cette attaque,
dans laquelle 15 soldats turcs ont
ététués dans le sud-est dela Tur-
quie, estla plus meurtriere depuis
le début de 'année.

Des cérémonies, accompagnées
de démonstrations de colere
contre le PKK, se sont déroulées
dimanche dans neuf provin-
ces de la Turquie, alors que se

. déroulaient les funérailles des
soldats.

régions kurdes

du sud-est de la
Turquie, de ne pas agir contreles
rebelles du Parti des travailleurs
du Kurdistan (PKK). Le premier
ministre Recep TayyipErdogana
d’ailleurs Jancé un nouvel appel
aux Kurdes d'Irak. « Des mesures
doivent étre prises contre les ba-
ses (du PKK). Nous attendons des
actes positifs sur le terrain. »

Que peut faire
la Turquie?

Ankara a décidé de continuer
ses incursions en territoire

“4kurde d’'Irak et de poursuivre
ses raids. Selon la Turquie, des
milliers de combattants du
PKK sont retranchés dans les
montagnes du nord de I'Irak,
ou ils peuvent aisément se
fournir en armes et explosifs
pour déclencher des attaques
sur le sol turc.

Le général Igsiz a accusél'ad-
ministrationkurded’Irakde « ne
faire aucun effort» pourempé-
cher les rebelles de se méler ala
populationlocale, rendant plus
difficile la mission de I'armée
turque lorsqu’elle tente de
frapper le PKK au cours de
raids aériens. )

Prochainement, le Parlement
turc doit se prononcer sur une
prolongation pour un an de
'autorisation donnée a'armée,
Ie 17 octobre 2007, de procéder
ades incursions dans lenord de
I'Irak contre les bases du PKK,
qui est classé «organisation ter-
roriste » parla Turquie, I'Union
européenne et les Etats-Unis.

L'armée turque a envoyé des
renforts en hommes et en maté-
riel dans les zones frontalieres
avec'Irak. Un premier raid aé-
rien turc contreune base arriere
du PKK enIrak, vendredi, a été
suivi par un second, samedi,
contre des rebelles en fuite. Des
hélicopteres ont également fait
desvolsdereconnaissance au-
dessus de chemins utilisés par
le PKK et des soldats ont établ
des positions d’artillerie dans
les montagnes.

AGNES ROTIVEL

— —

socomeznns | Trak negoc1e

avec la France
’achat d’hélicopteres

MOYEN-ORIENT

La signature d'un contrat
sur la livraison

d’une cinquantaine
d’appareils relancerait

la coopération militaire
entre Paris et Bagdad.

-UNE PAGE devrait bient6t se tour-

ner. Ecartée de la reconstruction
de I'Irak pour s'étre opposée a la

guerre de 2003, la France va

. reprendre sa coopération militaire

avec Bagdad, qui fut I'un de ses
principaux acheteurs d'armes,
sous le régime déchu de Saddam
Hussein. Une délégation du minis-
tere de la Défense est attendue
prochainement a Paris. « La négo-
ciation porte sur l'achat d’une cin-
quantaine d'hélicopteres neufs »,
déclare au Figaro un proche du

premier ministre, Nouri al-Maliki.
Il s’agirait d’'appareils de sur-
veillance des frontiéres et des ins-
tallations pétrolieres vitales pour
I'économie de I'Irak, qui cherche a
équiper son armée, avan{ un
retrait militaire américain.

. Début juin, lors de la derniere
visite de Bernard Kouchner en
Irak, Maliki avait demandé que la
France livre du « matériel militaire
de pointe ». Quelques semaines
plus tard, invité du Salon de
Yarmement d’Eurosatory, un
groupe de militaires irakiens enta-
mait les négociations. « Les pour-
parlers se poursuivent encore, sou-
ligne un diplomate francais, les
Irakiens souhaitent que l'affaire se

fasse, mais elle n'est pas encore
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finalisée, étant données les procé-
dures a4 respecter en matiere de
fournitures militaires. » Le contrat,
qui pourrait étre signé d’ici aIa fin
de I'année, viserait également la
formation de personnel, comme
Kouchner I'avait proposé au pre-
mier ministre irakien, ainsi que la
fourniture de piéces détachées
pour du matériel ancien.

Sécuriser ses frontiéres
Jusqu'a l'invasion du Koweit
par I'lrak en 1990, Bagdad achetait
ses armes en priorité a la France et
a la Russie. Aujourd’hui, les Ira-
kiens cherchent & améliorer leurs
capacités de défense, pour pren-
dre en main le plus rapidement
possible la sécurité de leur pays.
- Pour réduire sa dépendance a
I'égard de 'armée de l'air améri-
caine, Bagdad vient ainsi d’acqué-
rir 12 avions de reconnaissance
aux FEtats-Unis, et des négocia-
tions sont en cours avec Washing-
ton pour I'achat de chasseurs F-16.
Ce qui n’est pas sans inquiéter cer-

tains voisins de 1'Irak, comme le
Koweit. L'Irak tient également a
sécuriser ses frontieres avec I'Iran,
la Syrie et I'Arabie saoudite, d’ol
ont afflué, ces derniéres années,
les djihadistes de la mouvance al-
Qaida. Bref, aprés avoir été domi-
né par les Américains, le marché
de la sécurité pourrait s’ouvrir a
d’autres acteurs. La France de
Nicolas Sarkozy, qui a repris pied
en Irak, dispose d’atouts. Mais les
autorités irakiennes espérent que
les pourparlers autour des héli-
copteres relanceront une fois pour
toutes les relations avec Paris. « On
sent encore les Frangais réticents
s'engager en Irak, est-ce dQ a un
frein psychologique ? » se deman-
de un diplomate irakien.

Sans minimiser 'importance
de ces négociations, la partie fran-
caise rappelle qu’il ne s’agit pas
encore d'une véritable coopéra-
tion impliquant I'échange de mili-
taires. Dans ce domaine, « on en
reste encore a la doctrine Chirac,
constate un autre diplomate, c’est-

" a-dire pas d'uniforme frangais en
. Irak ». Quatre ans aprés avoir réta-
bli les relations diplomatiques

avec Bagdad, la France n’a tou-
jours pas envoyé d'attaché militai-
re 3 Bagdad. Pas plus d’ailleurs que

d’attaché commercial, et ce, alors |

que Bernard Kouchner incite les
entreprises francaises a retourner
en Irak.

GEORGES MALBRUNOT

feNionde
10 octobre 2008

L’armée turque réclame des pouvoirs
etendus pour lutter contre le PKK

L’état-major militaire

a obtenu le feu vert

des députés pour mener
des opérations terrestres
contre les rebelles kurdes a
la frontiére turco-irakienne

ISTANBUL
CORRESPONDANCE .
es députés débattaient au
L Parlement 3 Ankara, mercre-
di 8 otobre, et Sapprétaient

a prolonger 'autorisation donnée

aux forces armées pour mener des
opérations terrestres par-dela la
frontiére avec I'lrak. L’annonce
d’un nouvel attentat contre un car
de police, a Diyarbakir (Sud-Est),
avant méme la fin du vote, lui a
donné encore plus de poids. Cing
personnes, dont quatre policiers,
ont été tuées dans le mitraillage
du véhicule, attribué aux rebelles
kurdes du PKK par les autorités
turques. « Nous ne nous laisserons
pas intimider par ces actes »; a réa-
gi le premier ministre, Récep
Tayyip Erdogan, dans la soirée.

Cette attaque survient quelques
jours aprés celle menée par le PKK
contre un poste militaire, &

Aktiitiin, & la frontiére turco-ira--

kienne, dans laquelle 17 soldats
ont trouvé lamort. Depuis, pas une
journée sans que les avions de chas-
se turcs ne frappent des installa-
tions présumées du PKK dans les
fiontagnes du Kurdistan irakien.
Dans ce contexte, Parmée adonc
obtenu le feu vert des députés. Le

cielle pour désigner le PKK. Plu-
sieurs officiers se sont plaints de
Pimpact négatif sur la sécurité du
pays des réformes menées dans le
cadre des négociations d’adhé-
sion a PUE depuis 2002.

Le régime d’état d’urgence, qui
était en vigueur de 1987 & 2002
dans Pest du pays, pourrait ainsi
étre remis au goft du jour. Ce qui
suscite de nombreuses craintes
pourlesdroits de’homme dans les

parti au pouvoir (AKP), . provinces a majorité kur-
mais aussi les deux prin- de. Deszonesde sécurité
cipaux partis de opposi- Des sous contréle militaire
EOTRET S commentateurs ox Az s
tion nationaliste soute- accusent 'armée ~ °Pt déja. été créées
naient P ion . i .

I’Zéco;d lsgejilesnlilsodép?: turque dejp uer dell)\/lu{asisunl:: ‘forces de
tés kurdes du DTP (Par- la surenchére sécurité militent notam-
ti pour une société démo- ggsurl%lafgsuer ment pour Pextension
cratique) sy oppo- d éﬁl:i e l?c as de la durée de garde a

saient. L’ampleur et les
modalités de la riposte
doivent étre passées enrevuejeudi,
4 Ankara, ot doit se réunir le haut
comité antiterroriste. _
L’état-major militaire s’impa-
tiente et réclame des pouvoirs élar-
gis pour lutter contre « lorganisa-
tion terroriste »,la périphrase offi-

vue, et pour un droit de
perquisition et de
contrdle élargi, sans le mandat

préalable d’un procureur, ainsi que

pour le brouillage des réseaux de
communication. Le ministre de la
justice, Mehmet Ali Sahin, a expli-
qué, mardi devant le Parlement,
que le gouvernement avait accepté

une partie de ces demandes, tout
en sevoulantrassurant surla ques-
tiondes libertés. « La Turquie n’est
pasen position de devoir choisir entre
ses libertés et sa sécurité. »

Certains généraux soutiennent

-Iidée d’établir une zone tampon,

cOté irakien, pour prévenir les
infiltrations de combattants du

_PKK en Turquie. Le président du

parti  d’action  nationaliste
(MHP), Devlet Baliceli, a relayé la
proposition. Sans convaincre le
premier ministre, « Je me deman-
de si les messieurs qui ont fait cette
proposttion se sont déa rendus

" dans cette zone, vu la longueur de la

frontiére avec UIrak », a ironisé
M. Erdogan.

Certains commentateurs accu-
sent Parmée turque de jouer la
surencheére pour masquer ses pro-
pres déficiences. Le journal Taraf
a accusé, mercredi, I’état-major
d’avoirignoré plusieurs avertisse-
ments. La hiérarchie militaire
avait été prévenue, selon lui, de
Pimminence d’une attaque sur la
caserne d’Aktiitiin. m

GUILLAUME PERRIER

19



Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

I.®I°[tnt 7 octobre 2008
LE JOUR

de Christian Merville Beyrouth
Maudil soit le PKK ! Les martyrs
« sont immortels », scandaient
les foules aux obseques des 15 soldats
morts dans des affrontements avec les
rebelles kurdes,vendredi dernier & la
frontiére avec 'lrak.Le probléme, c'est que
la patience du diable est notoirement infinie
et longue est l'étemité.Cette guerre en
pointillé qui ne veut pas dire son nom, ily a
maintenant un quart de siécle qu'elle dure
sans qu'il soit possible d’en voir I'issue. Au
contraire, constate-t-on : elle se complique
au fil des ans méme si, militairement, le
Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK) a
vu ses effectifs ramenés a prés de 4 000
hommes, autant en raison des ripostes
musclées a son action que de la désaffec-
tion d'une population que n'attire plus fe
miroir d'une impossible indépendance. Le
bilan des pertes, fui, est autrement plus
impressionnant : 44 000 morts dans des
actes de violence qui vont des incursions a
partir du territoire voisin aux attentats
particuliérement meurtriers, comme celui
perpétré fin juillet dernier quand, en deux
temps, 17 tués et plus de 150 blessés sont
tombés dans wune proche banlieue
d'Istanbul.
A l'image de tous les combats pour
lindépendance, le duel entre le David

Le point

Front fuyant

kurde et le Goliath turc a connu des pério-
des d'accalmie alternant avec des érup-
tions meurtriéres. A chaque fois, 1a riposte
ordonnée  par  létat-major  central
s'accompagnait de mises en garde a
l'adresse de l'autorité a Bagdad, accusée
de fermer I'ceil sur |'aide apportée par les
anciens peshmergas de Moustapha Barza-
ni a leurs fréres, solidement retranchés
dans des camps (on en compterait jusqu'a
une douzaine dans les monts Kandil). Le
week end dernier, le ton est encore manté
quand le chef détat-major adjoint, le
géneéral Hasan Igsiz, a dénonceé la passivité
de l'administration irakienne de la zone
nord, allant jusqu'a évoquer une aide
indirecte assurée aux indépendantistes
sous la forme d’hdpitaux et de réseaux
routiers. C'est un fait que I'opération du 3
octobre & Aktutun, dans la zone de Hakkari,
une province montagneuse d'un accés
difficlle, a réussi grace a fVappui de
I'artillerie basée en territoire irakien. Il est
tout aussi vrai que la marge de manceuvre
du gouvernement Maliki est bien faible,
alors qu'aucun progrés n'a été enregistré
au plan interne, que les Américains ne
laissent & leurs protégés qu'un simple réle
de figurant et que le Premier ministre ne
tient nullement, en ces heures de tous les

doutes, a se colleter avec un président de
la République kurde et lui-méme géné aux

entournures par le responsable de
I'administration du Kurdistan, Massoud
Barzani.

Coincés, les Turcs le sont eux aussi,
qui se trouvent une fois de plus placés
devant une alternative dont chacun des
deux termes n'apporte qu'une fausse
solution. lls peuvent ainsi continuer a faire
parler le canon sans pour autant espérer
aboutir & une solution militaire, ou bien
iniier un gigantesque programme de
développement censé aider une couche
ethnique composée tout de méme de 17
millions d'ames et qui demeure douloureu-
sement démunie. Passer de la cosmopolite
Istanbul (classée la métropole ultramo-
derne de I'année par la revue Wallpaper) a
Diyarbakir, capitale du Sud-Est, revient a
basculer d'un Ouest hyper- industrialisé au
pire des tiers-mondes, constate un journa-
liste anglo-saxon, frappé par la brutale
transition entre, ici, les gratte-ciel et 1a les
bidonvilles. Conscient de cette disparité
énorme, Recep Tayyip Erdogan a annoncé
cet été un vaste programme de dévelop-
pement dote d’'un budget de 12 milliards de
dollars, accueilli dans un climat de doute a
peine poli tant sont nombreuses les aides

faites jadis et demeurées a I'état de pro-
messes. Cette fois pourtant, I'Etat a tout
intérét a tenir ses engagements concernant
I'équipement en infrastructures et a reduire
ses objectifs miltaires. Parce que I'Union
européenne suit attentivement I'évolution
de la situation économico-saciale dans le
Sud-Est, entre autres, avant de se pronon-
cer sur la demande d'adhésion de la
Turquie. Et parce qu'une guerre en bonne
et due forme serait de nature & déstabiliser
cette zone du Moyen-Orient aujourd'hui
hautement instable mais appelée - surtout
dans sa composante turque — & jouer un
role déterminant une fois réglé le probléme
irakien et résolue I'énigme iranienne. Que
cette double échéance tarde a venir ne
rend que plus impérieuse la nécessité de
trouver une issue a ce qui est devenu une «
question » ~ comme autrefois les Balkans,
comme de nos jours |a Palestine.

Déja le PKK a réduit ses prétentions,
les ramenant & une simple reconnaissance
d'une certaine forme d'autonomie et &
I'amnistie de ses dirigeants. A Ankara
d'exorciser ses vieux démons nes au
lendemain de la Premiére Guerre mondiale
et de montrer au monde que I'ancien «
homme malade » ne craint pas les rechu-
tes.

@ 6 octobre 2008

TURQUIE - Le PKK profite de la crise politique

Les rebelles kurdes, réfugiés dans le
nord de I'Irak, ont encore une fois
lancé une opération contre I'armée tur-
que. Ces affrontements portent un coup
dur au gouvernement en place, sans
toutefois servir les intéréts de la popula-
tion kurde, estime le quotidien libéral
Vatan.

L'attaque menée par le Parti des travailleurs
du Kurdistan (PKK) contre le poste d'Aktiitiin 4 la
frontiere avec I'lrak, au cours de laquelle t5 sol-
dats turcs ont été tués, 2 ont disparu et plus de 20
ont ét¢ blessés, est encore plus grave que celle qui
avait colté la vie a 12 soldats en octobre 2007. A
I'époque, elle avait débouché sur une intervention
de I'armée turque dans le nord de I'lrak. Elle s'était
produite peu de temps aprés les €lections législati-
ves de juillet 2007 [remportées par le Parti de la
justice et du développement (AKP)] et I'¢lection
de Giil a la présidence de la République. Celle du
5 octobre s'est déroulée a un moment plus critique.
Outre le contexte international trés sensible (crise
financiére mondiale, élection présidentielle aux
Etats-Unis, incertitude liée a I'évolution de la
situation en lIrak et dans le Caucase), l'attaque
meurtriere du 5 octobre s'est déroulée alors que la
Turquie vit une situation de grave crise chronique.

En effet, le processus judiciaire visant & inter-
dire I'AKP, qui n'a pas abouti, et le dialogue de
sourds qui caractérise les rapports entre la majori-
té et 'opposition ont créé une dangereuse polarisa-
tion au sein de la société turque. Avec les révéla-
tions sur les scandales touchant 'AKP, c'est dé-
sormais la corruption qui a remplacé la laicité en
tant que vecteur de cette crise chronique. Or le
PKK montre bien qu'il entend pleinement profiter
de cette ambiance délétére. L'opération du PKK se
produit également alors que la représentation
politique légale du mouvement kurde en Turquie
est dans l'impasse. Le Parti pour une société
démocratique (DTP, qui compte 20 députés a
I'Assemblée nationale) est en effet également
menacé par une procédure d'interdiction. Pour
autant, on ne peut pas dire que les élus kurdes
aient beaucoup fait depuis plus d'un an pour
contribuer positivement a la résolution de la
question kurde en Turquie. lls ont plutdt, volontai-
rement ou inconsciemment, contribué a aggraver
la situation. En cause, I'hypothéque du PKK qui
pese sur ce parti et dont les membres ne veulent
pas, ne peuvent pas ou n'ont pas le courage de se
débarrasser. D'autant plus que la Turquie est déja
en campagne électorale pour les élections munici-
pales de mars 2009 dont l'enjeu principal sera
précisément le Sud-Est [a majorité kurde] ou
I’AKP et le DTP dominent le paysage politique. Si

I'AKP réussissait a prendre les mairies DTP de
Diyarbakir et de Batman [les deux plus grandes
villes de la région], ce serait un coup trés dur pour
le mouvement kurde en Turquie. C'est pour es-
sayer d'enrayer cette évolution que le PKK multi-
plie ses actions terroristes. Cette situation n'appor-
tera évidemment rien de bon au DTP, mais ce ne
sera pas la premiére fois que le PKK sacrifiera ses
relais politiques légaux afin de pouvoir continuer
a exister.

Par ailleurs, I'attaque du PKK a eu lieu alors
que des heurts sérieux se produisaient dans certai-
nes villes anatoliennes entre Turcs et Kurdes.
Affirmer que le PKK a planifié cette attaque
précisément au moment des affrontements entre
Turcs et Kurdes a Balikesir [deux morts, début
octobre, suivi du saccage de commerces apparte-
nant a des Kurdes] serait exagéré. Mais ce n'est un
secret pour personne que le PKK encourage les
affrontements interethniques dans les villes de
1'Ouest, au minimum pour l'utiliser comme moyen
de chantage. Dans ce contexte, les funérailles des
soldats tombés en martyrs lors de cette attaque
devraient rendre la situation trés sensible dans les
prochains jours [dans la mesure ou les obséques
débouchent souvent sur des manifestations anti-
PKK qui peuvent dégénérer].

Rusen Cakir
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Going into the end

game in Iraq

0 matter who wins the
presidential election, the
United States is on its
way out of Irag. Barack
Obama offers the most specific
and speediest withdrawal plan,
but even John McCain will not be
able to keep a large number of
combat troops there for long.
Without a major pullback from
Iraq, the Pentagon will not have
enough troops to fight in Afghan-
istan — where the U.S. is in danger
of losing the real war on terrorism
against Al Qaeda
and the Taliban.

If that is not rea-
sonn enough to be-
gin serious prepa-
rations for a
withdrawal, the
Iragis have decided
that it’s time to scale back the U.S.
military presence. That’s the crux
of a new security agreement that
American and Iraqi officials say is
nearly finished. It would require
American combat troops to leave
Iraq by the end of 2011 unless Bagh-
dad asks them to stay.

That’s longer than Obama’s mid-
2010 target but still the kind of fi-
nite framework that President Bush
and McCain long opposed but are
now being forced to accept.

We still do not know what Mc-
Cain means with talk about some
kind of magical “victory” in Iraq.
What we do know is that only by
setting a clear deadline and a
sound withdrawal plan can Amer-
ica hope to keep encouraging
Iraqgis to make and implement the
political reforms needed to stabi-
lize the country. There is a lot to be
done, and done quickly, to ensure
that the withdrawal is safe, orderly
and limits further damage to Iraq
and its neighbors.

- One of the most urgent tasks is to

~ensure that Iraq’s Shiite-led gov-

ernment fulfills its commitment to
integrate about 54,000 members of

~ the Awakening Councils — Sunnis

paid by the United States to provide

There’s a lot to be done,
and quickly, to ensure a
safe U.S. withdrawal.

security in local neighborhoods —

into security and other govern-
ment jobs. The Sunnis’ 2006 de-
cision to work with the Americans
instead of attacking them has dealt
a crippling, perhaps fatal blow to Al
Qaeda in Iraq and is a major reason
for the decline in violence.

Prime Minister Nuri Kamal al-

Maliki and his allies have never
trusted the councils and fear the
Sunnis ‘are just biding their time
for a fight against the Shiites. In-
stead of trying to co-opt them, they
are still looking
for ways to defeat
them — a very
dangerous course.
For Iraq to func-
tion peacefully, all
ethnic groups have
to be part of the
system. '
The Iragi Parliament, mean-
while, should be commended for fi-
nally approving along-overdue law
that paves the way for provincial
elections by the end of January.
The elections will give a chance
for participation in politics to tri-
bal Sunnis and impoverished
Shiites who previously opted out or
were frozen out. But the elections
also mean that some groups now in
power may lose clout and may be
tempted to return to violence.
Emboldened by unconditional

American support, al-Maliki has -

not shown enough interest in ac-
commodating political rivals.
Bush must insist that he work with
other Iraqi leaders to ensure the
election results are respected.
Lamentably, there is still no
solution to a fierce dispute over the
ethnically mixed, oil-rich city of
Kirkuk, where provincial elections
have been postponed until next
year, or to the demand by Irag’s
Christians and other minorities
for representation in government.
There is still no law apportion-
ing Irag’s oil resources. Time is
quickly running out for Washing-
ton and Baghdad to find answers.

Sadr ally
is killed in

bombing

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD: An Iragi lawmaker loyal
to the Shiite cleric Moktada al-Sadr was
killed Thursday when a bomb struck
his convoy in Baghdad, officials said.

The explosion hit the convoy carry-
ing Saleh al-Augaeili and other Shiite
lawmakers from Sadr’s parliamentary
bloc as it passed within 200 meters of an
Iraqi Army checkpoint near the main
'Shiite district of Sadr City, said one of
his colleagues. At least one bystander
was killed in the bombing. Augaeili was
taken to a hospital but died of his
wounds, said Ahmed al-Massoudi, a
spokesman for the Sadrist bloc, and a
fellow lawmaker, Hassan al-Rubaie.

The U.S. military asserted that Shiite
extremists were responsible for the at-
tack, which occurred shortly before 10
a.m. The bombing raised concerns that
interpal rivalries within political
groupings, whether Shiite or Sunni,
could emerge before provincial elec-
tions are held. Internal battles could
pose a major threat to Iraq’s stability,
even as sectarian violence ebbs.

A U.S. commander warned Thursday
that he saw a risk of “nefarious” Iranian
meddling in Iraq’s approaching elec-
tions — including assassinations.

Major General Michael Oates, who
commands an area south of Baghdad,
said he expected an “uptick” in bomb-

'ings and other attacks, including “as-

‘sassinating prominent candidates” as
the elections approach. His comments
were not linked to the Augaeili
killing.

Augaeili was a senior member of
Sadr’s political bloc, which opposes-the
U.S. presence in Iraq, and has 30 seats in
the 275-member Parliament. The 37-
year-old former professor was known
for his moderate stance in the Sadr
movement, .where some factions are
pushing for a return to violence, said
another Sadrist lawmaker, who spoke
on condition of anonymity to discuss
sensitive internal issues.

Followers of Sadr have been targeted
in past attacks, but the bombing Thurs-
day was notable because it occurred
within a section of Sadr City that is con-
sidered secured by the U.S. military.

Some Sadrists accused the Ameri-
cans and their Iraqi allies of targeting
Augaeili because of the Sadr move-
ment’s opposition to a U.S.-Iraqi securi-
ty agreement that has been under nego- -
tiation for months.

Falah Hassan Shanshal, riding in a
different car in the same convoy, said
the group became suspicious when dis- .
covering there were no traffic jams in
the usually crowded area. .
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gouvernement pourrait envisager la création
d'une zone tampon en Irak, suggérée par l'op-
position parlementaire, pour rendre la frontiere
entre les deux pays, longue de 384 km, plus
hermétique aux infiltrations de rebelles.
Washington, allié de la Turquie dans I'Otan,

est opposé a une intervention turque prolongée

en frak, qui pourrait déstabiliser la seule région
du pays épargnée par les violences.

Selon un décompte publié sur le site Internet
de I'état-major turc, 640 rebelles ont été tués

TEHERAN, 11 oct 2008 (AFP) -

depuis janvier, dont 408 en Irak.

Jeudi, le Haut conseil de lutte anti-terroriste
(TMYK), qui réunit les principaux dirigeants civils
et militaires, doit se réunir pour éventuellement
donner un feu vert a une demande des autorités
militaires de renforcer leurs prérogatives contre
le PKK.

Les forces de l'ordre réclament notamment
une prolongation des gardes a vue et le droit de
procéder a des perquisitions spontanées.

Ces mesures pourraient cependant déplaire

a I'Union européenne, a laquelle souhaite adhé-
rer la Turquie. Ankara a adopté ces derniéres
années une vaste panoplie de réformes dans le
domaine des droits de I'homme.

Considéré comme une organisation terro-
riste par la Turquie, I'Union européenne et les
Etats-Unis, le PKK méne depuis 1984 une lutte
armée pour l'autonomie du Sud-Est de la Tur-
quie, peuplé en majorité de Kurdes. Le conflit a
fait environ 44.000 morts, selon les chiffres
officiels.

QUATRE REBELLES KURDES TUES EN IRAN (AGENCE)

QUATRE REBELLES kurdes ont été tués dans des affrontements avec des
membres du bassidj (milice islamiste) dans un village de la province de
Kordestan, dans l'ouest de I'tran, a rapporté samedi I'agence de presse offi-
cielle Irna.

Les affrontements ont eu lieu mardi soir dernier entre les rebelles du groupe
indépendantiste kurde Pejak et les bassidji dans le village de Tiftij, prés de la
ville de Marivan, selon Irna.

Le bassidj (milice islamiste) est a milice islamique qui dépend des Gardiens
de la révolution, 'armee d'¢lite du régime.

Ces derniéres années, les affrontements meurtriers ont été fréquents entre les
forces iraniennes et les militants du Pejak, qui opérent depuis des bases

arriéres du nord-est de I'lrak.

Le Pejak, acronyme du "Parti de la vie libre au Kurdistan”, a des liens étroits
avec les rebelles du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK), mouvement
séparatiste basé en Turquie et dans le nord de Irak et qui méne une lutte
armée contre Ankara depuis 1984.

L'lran a été le theatre ces derniéres années d'une montée des violences dans
plusieurs régions ou vivent d'importantes minorités ethniques, comme le
Sistan-Balouchistan (sud-est) ou le Khouzestan (sud-ouest), ainsi que dans
les zones kurdes.

L'lran accuse la Grande-Bretagne et les Etats-Unis d'étre derriére ces violen-
ces.

11 octobre 2008

i

Avec notre correspondant a Istanbul, Jérome Bastion

Au moment ou [I'état-major an-
nonce de nouveaux bombarde-
ments sur des cibles de la rébellion
kurde en Irak du nord, et ou un attentat
a été déjoué en plein centre d’lstanbul
avec l'arrestation d’'une femme trans-
portant une dizaine de kilos d’explosifs,
’Etat turc se dit prét a discuter direc-
tement avec l'administration kurde du
nord de I'lrak pour coordonner la lutte
contre la rébellion du PKK, qui a lancé
ces derniéres semaines des attaques
sanglantes sur le territoire turc. Une
premiére.

C’est un changement assez radical de stra-
tégie, qui prouve que le gouvernement est prét a
jouer de la realpolitik, méme sur des sujets
extrémement sensibles et toujours tabous. Il y a
quelques jours a peine, I'opposition appelait
d'ailleurs a déclarer I'administration locale
kurde ennemie officielle de la Turquie, comme
s'il ne restait plus qu'a lui déclarer la guerre...

Il y a 5 ans encore, Ankara promettait une
réponse ferme y compris militaire a toute velléi-
té de déclaration d'indépendance des Kurdes
dlrak. Et I'an dernier, les Turcs menagaient
d'intervenir physiquement contre le PKK sans le
feu vert d'Erbil. Mais les temps ont changé, et il
y a urgence.

Et surtout, comme le dit le Premier ministre

Ankara va discuter avec les Kurdes irakiens
des rebelles du PKK

kurde Nergivan Barzani, « sans nous parler,
qu'est-ce que les Turcs peuvent attendre de
nous? ». Réponse de ce diplomate turc
« Jusque 14, nous demandions aux Kurdes d’lrak
de faire le nécessaire, mais maintenant, nous
allons dialoguer et le faire ensemble ».
Confirmant cette nouvelle orientation, le
président Gil a rappelé que la Turquie avait
déja, par le passé, pris langue avec les Kurdes
irakiens, certes dans un autre contexte, les deux
factions kurdes se battant entre elles a I'époque,
mais aussi pour fermer le sanctuaire du PKK.
Aujourd’hui, la stabilité de Flrak passe par
I'amitié et la coopération avec la Turquie, dit
encore M. Gill. Le cadre de cette coopération
devrait étre bientot connu.

11 octobre 2008
Le Point| La Turquie admet dialoguer avec

La Turquie a reconnu publiquement pour la
premiére fois samedi qu'elle dialoguait avec
le gouvernement kurde irakien afin de trouver
des moyens de lutter contre les rebelles du Parti
des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK).

Le président Abdullah Giil a confirmé les in-
formations fournies par la télévision selon les-
quelles Ankara cherchait & obtenir la coopéra-
tion des autorités kurdes d'lrak dans son combat
contre le PKK.

"Il n'y a rien de nouveau (...) Je pense que
cela est juste et il n'y a rien de plus normal”, a
commenté Gul lors d'une conférence de presse.

Le chef de I'Etat turc a estimé que les actions
menées par les rebelles du PKK constituaient

les Kurdes irakiens

également un sujet de préoccupation pour les
dirigeants kurdes irakiens.

La chaine de télévision NTV avait rapporté
qu'Ankara était disposé a engager des discus-
sions avec les Kurdes irakiens, ajoutant que le
président du gouvernement régional kurde,
Nechirvan Barzani, pourrait étre invité en Tur-
quie pour participer a ces discussions.

Jusqu'a présent, la Turquie refusait de négo-
cier avec les Kurdes irakiens leur reprochant de
ne pas prendre les mesures nécessaires pour
lutter contre le PKK.

Les pouvoirs publics et I'armée turcs font
I'objet d'une pression grandissante en faveur
d'une riposte aux attentats imputés au PKK qui

ont visé récemment les forces de l'ordre.

Cette déclaration de Giil intervient aprés une
nouvelle attaque de laviation turque sur des
positions des rebelles du Kurdistan dans la nuit
de vendredi a samedi.

Trente-et-une cibles ont été touchées lors de
ce raid aérien, a précisé I'état-major turc. L'atta-
que qui a duré environ une heure n'a pas fait de
victime, selon un porte-parole du PKK.

A la demande du gouvernement, le Parle-
ment a prorogé mercredi pour un an le mandat
autorisant les forces gouvernementales a s'atta-
quer aux séparatistes kurdes retranchés en
territoire irakien. (Reuters)
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TURQUIE: 5 SUSPECTS INCULPES POUR UNE ATTAQUE

CONTRE UN CAR DE POLICE

DIYARBAKIR (Turquie), 13 oct 2008 (AFP) -

CINQ PERSONNES ont été inculpées lundi par une Cour d'assises de Diyar-
bakir (sud-est de la Turquie) pour leur participation présumée a une attaque
contre un autocar de police dans cette ville qui a codté la vie & cing personnes
la semaine derniére.

Trois suspects ont été accusés d'"appartenance & une organisation terroriste
et de participation a une action armée a son nom" et les deux autres pour
"soutien a une organisation terroriste”, a constaté un correspondant de 'AFP.
Deux autres suspects ont été libérés par fa Cour.

Les cing hommes ont été écroués dans une prison de cette ville peuplée majo-

ritairement de Kurdes.

Une autre personne interpellée par la police était toujours interrogée et devait
étre déférée devant un tribunal tandis que le "cerveau” de I'attaque est en fuite,
a-t-on précisé de source judiciaire.

Les rebelles séparatistes kurdes du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK,
interdit) ont revendiqué dimanche la responsabilité de cette attaque survenue
le 8 octobre.

Les assaillants avaient mitraille le véhicule avec des armes a longue portée
alors que celui-ci traversait une zone d'habitations, tuant le chauffeur et quatre
policiers.

MONTS QANDIL (lrak), 14 oct 2008 (AFP) -

LE COMMANDANT militaire des séparatistes kurdes du PKK, Murat Karayi-
lan, a accusé mardi la Turquie, lors d'une interview a I'AFP depuis sa cachette
dans les Monts Qandil, de chercher & entrainer le Kurdistan irakien dans une
guerre.

“La Turquie veut entrainer le Kurdistan irakien dans une guerre en accusant
(les Kurdes, ndir) d'accueillir sur leur territoire des membres du PKK", le
Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan, a déclaré Murat Karayilan & I'AFP.

L'interview s'est déroulée dans les Monts Qandil, le long de la frontiére avec la
Turquie, ou les rebelles du PKK posseédent des bases arriére.

"Mais I'objectif principal de cette accusation est d'affaiblir les positions des
Kurdes dans leur différend avec Bagdad", a ajouté le responsable kurde.

"C'est la poursuite des bombardements sur nos positions dans les montagnes
et la politique visant & semer la zizanie entre le Kurdistan irakien et Bagdad
(...) qui nous ont poussés & réagir, ce qui constitue de la légitime défense", a
défendu M. Karayilan.

Le leader rebelle a accusé la Turquie de "conspirer" contre les Kurdes sur
I'épineuse question de Kirkouk, une ville du nord de I'lrak a majorité kurde,
source de désaccord entre le Kurdistan irakien et Bagdad depuis la chute de
Saddam Hussein en 2003.

Ces déclarations du chef militaire du PKK interviennent alors que le président
de la région autonome du Kurdistan irakien, Massoud Barzani, se trouve a
Bagdad pour rencontrer des hauts responsables turcs pour la premiére fois
depuis le début de la récente crise entre la Turquie et le PKK.

"It y aura une rencontre entre Massoud Barzani et une délégation dirigée par

un représentant du Premier ministre turc”, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, a déclaré a
I'AFP Fouad Hussein, directeur de cabinet du président kurde.

LE CHEF DU PKK : ANKARA VEUT ENTRAINER LE KURDISTAN
IRAKIEN DANS UNE GUERRE

Les rebelles du PKK ont attaqué le 3 octobre une caserne turque prés de la
frontiére irakienne, tuant 17 soldats, et 25 rebelles ont été tues dans les com-
bats qui ont suivi, selon 'armée turque.

En représailles, I'aviation turque a plusieurs fois bombardé les bases du PKK
en territoire irakien.

Ce regain de tension entre le PKK et la Turquie intervient alors que Parlement
turc a renouvelé la semaine derniére I'autorisation donnée a I'armée de procé-
der a des frappes contre les bases des rebelles kurdes dans le nord de I'lrak.

Ce mandat a permis a I'armée turque d'effectuer depuis un an des raids aé-
riens dans cette region ol sont retranchés, selon Ankara, 2.000 combattants du
PKK, ainsi qu'une intervention terrestre de huit jours en février.

Le PKK, considéré comme une organisation terroriste par fa Turquie, I'lrak,
I'Union européenne et les Etats-Unis, méne depuis 1984 une lutte armée pour
I'autonomie du Sud-Est de la Turquie, peuplé en majorité de Kurdes, qui a fait
plusieurs dizaines de milliers de morts. Les rebelles kurdes sont notamment
basés en lrak d'ou ils procédent a des incursions en territoire turc.

Selon M. Karayilan, I'attaque du 3 octobre contre une caserne turque consti-
tuait "une réponse aux pressions répétées de la Turquie sur le nord du Kurdis-
tan”, la partie du territoire & majorité kurde située en Turquie.

"Notre présence en profondeur sur le territoire turc (...) est un message clair
lancé a la Turquie et & quiconque que nous sommes dans le Kurdistan de
Turquie, et non le Kurdistan irakien, et nous sommes liés aux habitants en
Turquie", a affirmé le responsable kurde.

"Nous préférerions résoudre ces probiémes par le dialogue, mais la Turquie
ne nous écoute pas et nous avons le droit de les attaquer pour nous défendre”,
a-t-il ajjouté.

Il nié par ailleurs que le PKK soit fourni en armes par la Russie, la Syrie, I'lran
ou le Kurdistan irakien.

MALIKI ET BARZANI RENCONTRENT UNE DELEGATION TURQUE

BAGDAD, 14 oct 2008 (AFP) -

LE PRESIDENT de la région autonome du Kurdistan irakien, Massoud Bar-
zani, a rencontré mardi a Bagdad un émissaire d'Ankara, aprés les récents
raids aériens de 'aviation turque sur le nord de I'lrak, ol sont retranchés les
rebelles kurdes du PKK.

M. Barzani et le Premier ministre irakien Nouri al-Maliki ont eu deux heures
d'entretiens avec la délégation turque menée par Murat Ozgelik, représentant
spécial de [a diplomatie turque pour I'lrak, consacrés aux rebelles séparatistes
kurdes du Parti des Travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK).

Il s'agit de la premiére rencontre entre des responsables kurdes irakiens et
turcs depuis le début de la nouvelle crise entre Ankara et le PKK.

Le PKK a attaqué le 3 octobre une caserne turque prés de la frontiere ira-
kienne, tuant 17 soldats. Vingt-cinq rebelles ont été tués dans les combats qui
ont suivi, selon I'armée, et I'aviation turque a bombardé & plusieurs reprises
les positions du PKK en territoire irakien.

"L'lrak ressent de la colére et du ressentiment contre le PKK pour ses activités
terroristes depuis le territoire irakien contre la Turquie voisine”, a assuré le
Premier ministre irakien dans un communiqué aprés la rencontre.

Le directeur de cabinet de Massoud Barzani, Fouad Hussein, a lui qualifié
I'entretien de "positif et constructif".

Pour sa part, le haut responsable turc a estimé que la Turquie et I'lrak devaient
prendre "des mesures pour répondre & la menace posée par |'organisation

POUR DISCUTER DU PKK

terroriste du PKK".

Considéré comme une organisation terroriste par la Turquie, I'UE et les Etats-
Unis, le PKK méne depuis 1984 une lutte armée pour l'autonomie du sud-est
de la Turquie, peuplé en majorité de Kurdes.

Le PKK effectue des incursions depuis le nord de I'lrak et procéde a des atta-
ques en Turquie.

Le commandant militaire du PKK, Murat Karayilan, a de son cdté accuse
Ankara de chercher a entrainer le Kurdistan irakien dans une "guerre”.

"La Turquie veut entrainer le Kurdistan irakien dans une guerre en accusant
(les Kurdes) d'accueillir sur leur territoire des membres du PKK", a déclare
Murat Karayilan a 'AFP lors d'une interview réalisée lundi dans les Monts
Qandil, le long de la frontiére avec la Turquie, ot les rebelles du PKK possé-
dent des base-arriére.

"Mais I'objectif principal de cette accusation est d'affaiblir les positions des
Kurdes dans leur differend avec Bagdad", a ajouté le responsabie kurde.

"C'est la poursuite des bombardements sur nos positions dans les montagnes
et la politique visant & semer la zizanie entre le Kurdistan irakien et Bagdad
(...) qui nous ont poussés a réagir, ce qui constitue de la légitime défense”, a
avancé M. Karayilan.

Le leader rebelle a notamment accusé la Turquie de “conspirer” contre les
Kurdes sur I'épineuse question de Kirkouk, une ville du nord de I'lrak & majori-
té kurde, source de désaccord entre le Kurdistan irakien et Bagdad depuis la
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Herald s Tribune October 20,2008

U.S. report details

Iranian role in Iraq

Training of Shiite fighters is described

By Mark Mazzetti

WASHINGTON: They wake before
dawn, with time to exercise, eat and
pray before the first class of the day in
firing Kalashnikov rifles.

Over the next eight hours, they prac--

tice using bazookas or laying roadside

bombs, with a break for lunch and man- -

datory religious instruction.

There is free time in the evening to
watch television or play Ping-Pong.

Lights out at 11 p.m.

Such is a typical day at a dusty mili-
tary base outside Tehran, where for the
past several years members of the Irani-
an Revolutiohary Guard Quds Force

‘and Lebanese Hezbollah operatives
have trained Iraqi Shiites to launch at-
tacks against American forces in Iraq,
according to accounts given to Ameri-
can interrogators by captured Iragi
fighters. .

U.S. officials have long.cited Iranian
training and weapons as reasons for the
lethality of attacks by Shiite fighters in
Iraq. Iranian officials deny that such
training takes place.

Now, more than 80 pages of newly de-
classified intelligence documents for
the first time describe in detail an elab-
orate network used by Iragis to gain
entry into Iran and train under Iranian
supervision. They offer the most com-
prehensive account to date to support
American claims about Iranian efforts
to build a proxy force in Iraq. Those
claims have become highly politicized,
with Bush administration critics charg-
ing that accounts of Iranian involve-
ment have been exaggerated.

The prisoners’ accounts cannot be

independently verified. Yet the detain-
ees gave strikingly similar details about
training compounds in Iran, a clandes-
tine network of safe houses in Iran and
Iraq that they used to reach the camps,
and intra-Shiite tensions at the camps
between the Arab Iragis and their Irani-
antrainers. -

Although attacks on Americans by
Shiite militias have greatly decreased
this year, military and intelligence offi-
cials said there was evidence that the
militias, sometimes referred to as “spe-
cial groups,” were now returning to Iraq
to disrupt coming elections and intimi-
date residents. '

Major General Jeffery Hammond, the
commander of U.S. forces in Baghdad,
said recently that he believed that some
militia fighters had returned to the cap-
ital in recent weeks. ]

The documents, compiled by the
Combating Terrorism Center at West

Point, New York, are a collection of in-
terrogation reports based on accounts
of more than two dozen Shiite fighters
captured in Iraq in 2007 and 2008. The
center, a research organization that
compiles and analyzes intelligence doc-
uments related to Al Qaeda, Iraq, Iran
and other topics, has made the docu-
ments available online.

They portray an Iranian strategy to
use Iraqi Shiites as surrogates, in part to
avoid the risk of Iranians being cap-
tured in Iraq. In one of the intelligence
reports, a prisoner tells his captors that
“Iran does not want to fight a direct
war” with U.S. forces in Iraq because
Tehran worries that the United States
would destroy Iran.

U.S. intelligence officials said they
believe that since a handful of Iranian
Revolutionary Guard operatives were
captured in Baghdad in 2006, Iran shift-
ed its strategy to bringing small groups
of Iragis into Iran. The Iraqis are then
sent home to train larger cadres of
Shiite militants.

One senijor U.S. intelligence official
said there were indications that the
training programs in Iran might have
significantly expanded this year to ac-
commodate the scores of Iraqi militia
fighters who fled their country during
the Iraqi military’s campaigns in Basra
and Baghdad.

Brian Fishman, director of research
at the Combating Terrorism Center and
a co-author of a new study about Iran’s

political and military influence in Iraq,
said that even though Iran was not in di-
rect command of militia groups in Iraq,
the training was one of the means at
Iran’s disposal to increase or decrease
its influence in Iraq at will.

“Having the militia allies is a hedge,”
he said. “If things turn against Iran po-
litically, it gives them a lever to pull.”

U.S. officials say it was still murky
just how much of a direct role senior
Iranian officials take in the training,
though they say they believe that it
takes place with at least the tacit ap-
proval of elements of Iran’s govern-
ment. The documents do not provide
any direct evidence of senior Iranian
government officials overseeing the
training. .

"The study, written by Fishman and
Colonel Joseph Felter, concludes that
Iran aims to attack U.S. troops in Iraq in
part to show off its own abilities and in
part to “demonstrate a credible de-
terrent against a U.S. strike on Iran’s nu-
clear facilities.”

The captives gave detailed descrip-

tions of daily routines in the Iranian
camps, from the intensity of weapons
training tc the more mundane com-
plaints of military life. One of the cap-
tured Iragis described a mini-revolt
among the trainees because they had
not been issued socks to wear with their
military boots. '

The documents also reveal deep eth-
nic fissures between Iranian and Iraqgi
Shiites. The Iraqis complained that
their Iranian trainers did not show

One prisoner said that

‘lran does not want to

fight a direct war’ with
U.S. forces in iraq.

them the proper respect and that they
made disparaging remarks about Mok-
tada al-Sadr, the Iraqi Shiite cleric who
has led an anti-American resistance
movement in Iraq.

“Jragi Shia are superior to Iranians
because Iraqi Shia are moral, good,
compassionate and emotionally sensi-
tive,” one detainee said. “Iranians are
not moral, are not sensitive and believe
they are superior to everyone.”

By contrast, the Iraqis said that they
tended to forge closer bonds to the Leb-
anese Hezbollah fighters, Arabs who
share a language with the Iraqgis.

After they had been selected for
training in Iran, some of the trainees
told their families that they were going
to Najaf, Iraq, to help guard the holy
Shiite shrines there. Actually, the train-
ees usually made their way to Amara, a
town in eastern Iraq not far from the
border with Iran. They met their con-
tact person at a garage there, where they
were given small sums of money and
stowed in safe houses around the city.

After a day or two, those with pass-
ports were driven by bus or taxi over the-
border to such cities in western Iran as.
Ahvaz or Kermanshah. One prisoner re-
ported that the Iranian training was
usually scheduled around major Shiite
holidays, when large numbers of pil-
grims cross the border and there is a
better chance that the movement of the
fighters will go unnoticed.

Those without passports were usu-
ally driven at night to marshlands,
where they boarded rowboats to be fer-
ried over the border and picked up by a
waiting vehicle.

‘After spending a night in Ahvaz or
- Kermanshah, the trainees were brought
to a-local airport and flown to Tehran,
where they were picked up and driven
to a military base hours outside the city.
Several of the prisoners identified it as
the Sayid al-Shahada base.

Once at the base, trainees were issued
a “track suit, tennis shoes, towel and
military food,” one prisoner reported.

“The refrigerator was filled with a lot
of food and fruit,” he said.

They spent the next month training
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[Coalition Provisional Authority]. The government of Maliki, which
is m ade up of people that support the territorial integrity of Iraq
and that tries to protect Iraq, deserves respect; and at this critical
time, the Iraqi leaders are holding on to this position.

In our meeting with Mr. Barzani, we discussed ways of cooperation
between the two countries, and the special economic relations be-
tween the Islamic Republic of Iran and Kurdistan, and the projects
under implementation in the Region. We reaffirmed the importance
of our continued relations. We also discussed the tragic event that
took place in Erbil, Iraq, in which the American forces arrested the
staff of the consulate of the Islamic Republic of Iran. Mr. Barzani, as
he has stated before, expressed his concern about this event and he
described the event in a telling way “this action showed disrespect
to us firstly before it showed disrespect to Iran”. He has worked to
free those businessmen and diplomats of the Islamic Republic.

This was a brief summary of our meeting and I apologize for taking
too much time. We will hear Mr. Barzani’s remarks and then will
take your questions.

President Barzani: Thank you your Excellency. I would like to once
again thank all the leadership and our friends in the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran for their invitation and their warm hospitality and gener-
osity. The Islamic Republic of Iran has always welcomed us and our
people and it has supported the people of Iraqi Kurdistan when it
faced genocide.

This was a good opportunity to exchange our views with the Minis-
ter and to discuss a number of important issues of common interest.
I would like to reiterate that the Kurdistan Region is committed to
the unity [territorial integrity] of Iraq. Obviously we have problems
but we always have a constitution to consult. The Kurdistan Region
is an active part of Iraq and it has a legal and constitutional status.
The Kurdistan Region is working for a new Iraq, one that is democ-
ratic, federal and pluralistic with a constitution. We believe that the
Islamic Republic of Iran can play a positive role in supporting Iraq
in many ways. We expect nothing less from our brothers in the
Islamic Republic of Iran. Thank you.

Question: A question for President Barzani, President of the Kurdis-
tan Region. While the Iraqi government has some reservations on
some points in the security agreement [draft] between Iraq and the
US, Traqi Kurdistan is wholeheartedly supporting this agreement.
But when it comes to a point in the draft about Iraq being able to
enter into agreements with regional countries, you have objections
too? Second question for Mr. Mottaki, how far is Tehran prepared to
go to accept the draft agreement between your neighbor Iraq and
the US?

President Barzani: With regards to the security agreement between
Iraq and the US, the position of the Kurdistan Region is clear. In our
last meeting of the Political Council for National Security [Iraq] in
Baghdad three days ago, we discussed the agreement [draft]; the
ministers of interior, defense and finance were present. They looked
at the agreement from a technical [practical] point of view. The
question we need to pose is: what are the alternatives? Currently,
the American forces or the Multi-National Forces have almost total
powers and they can do whatever they want. The alternatives in-
clude extending the status quo, which means the Multi-National
Forces will continue to have their current authority, which we can
almost say it is total. Or they {Multi-National Forces] do a sudden
and complete withdrawal. But the Iraqi security forces are still not
capable of taking full security responsibilities on their own.

The other danger is that Iraq has many debts, amounting to one
trillion dollars, according to the finance minister. If these debts are
to be repaid, Iraq would find itself in a quagmire of problems. It is
based on these observations, and not on any political outbidding or
personal or special prejudices that we believe the latest draft agree-
ment does not impair Iraq’s sovereignty. Although no agreement
between two countries is perfect, any agreement must respect the
interest of both countries. The draft also specifies a withdrawal date
of 2011.

As for legal jurisdiction, a good compromise solution is identified,
which gives the Iraqi courts certain powers. This is why we believe
the latest draft agreement is reasonable and does not affect the
sovereignty of Iraq and we support it. Once again, 1 would like to
say that the agreement is better than the alternatives. As for other
agreements {between Iraq and other countries], I would like to say
that the Kurdistan Region is an important and active part of the new
Iraq; the Kurdistan Region must be consulted and must be privy to
any agreements. There must be no regional agreement that concerns
the Kurds or that threatens the Kurds.

Mottaki: There are two points worth mentioning here; the placing of
Iraq under Chapter 7 of the UN Charter for which there is no longer
any reason to extend. In both meetings of Istanbul and Kuwait, Mr.
Maliki reiterated that Iraq must get out of Chapter 7. The Americans
cannot [2???]. As for the security agreement, as you know, this must
be discussed in Iraq’s national assembly [parliament], the govern-
ment, and Iraq’s national security council. We hope that any deci-
sion will take into account public opinion as well as the opinion of
religious leaders and will be based on the interests of the Iraqi peo-
ple. Iraq is facing a historic decision and we hope it will make the
best decision.

Question: First question for President Barzani. What was discussed
in this meeting and how do you think the points raised in this meet-
ing could have an effect on the future of the Kurdistan Region?
Second question is for Mr. Mottaki. How do you see the role of the
Kurdistan Region in the area? For strong relations between the
Kurdistan Region and the Islamic Republic of Iran, what demands
does the Islamic Republic have on the Kurdistan Region?

President Barzani: Mr. Minister just talked about the points raised
in our meeting. Obviously we will have more meetings. We believe
that there are many common issues on which we can cooperate,
whether as the Kurdistan Region and the Islamic Republic of Iran or
as our country, Iraq, and the Islamic Republic of Iran. We hope that
this visit will pave the way for more and better cooperation.

Mottaki: Iraqi Kurdistan, together with all the other regions in the
south, in the east and in the west, constitutes the great Iraqi people.
Protecting the territorial integrity of Iraq is a strong foundation for
securing the independence and development of this country, Iraq,
which is a neighbor and is important in the region. We were pleased
to hear Mr. Barzani’s views during our discussions. We would like
to increase our cooperation and relations with the whole of Iraq. The
[Iraqi] border areas, some of which fall within Kurdistan, some in
the central Iraq and some in the southern Iraq, provide a good
opportunity for this cooperation. As you know, we have agreed on
new borders with the new Iraq and the new border points will pave
the way for trade, travel, and economic activity between the two
countries. There are many opportunities for economic cooperation,
investment, and trade in Kurdistan. We will try our best to improve
our relations with Iraq. Our trade with Iraq totals 3 billion dollars
and with more planning and cooperation we could increase this to 5
billion dollars.

Question: 1 have two questions for you Mr. Barzani. You and Mr.
Zebari have said several times that the agreement would be signed.
But it hasn’t been signed yet. If it is not signed, do you not believe
that there is no coordination between you and the government of
Maliki? The second question, if the agreement is signed, what
guarantees do you have that Iraq will no longer remain under
Chapter 7 [UN Charter]?

President Barzani: Firstly, 1 would like to correct a factual error. I
have never said the agreement would be signed. On the contrary, I
have always said that it would be difficult for the agreement to be
approved. But the latest draft agreement is better than all the alter-
natives. No one wants his country’s sovereignty to be compromised
but this is the de facto situation. This draft agreement has set a date
of June 2009 for the withdrawal of American forces from all Iraqi
cities. They will need Iraqi permission for any military operations.
All foreign forces will leave Iraq by the end of 2011. As for legal
jurisdiction, Iraq will have an important role to play. I once again
repeat that the latest draft is better than all the other alternatives on
the table.

I don’t want to go into details but in any case, the agreement would
go before the parliament and it is the parliament that will have the
final say. The parliament will also decide on Chapter 7[UN Charter].
Question: I would like you to give a frank answer to my question.
What is your position regarding the fighting between Turkey and
the PKK and between Iran and PJAK? Would you be in favor of
joint action by Iran, Iraq and Turkey? Would you work to stop the
activities of the PKK?

President Barzani: Firstly, we absolutely never support violence.
We believe violence should never be used and we grieve when there
are casualties whichever side they may be from. We believe this
issue needs a peaceful and political resolution. We will do all we can
for peace, security and stability in the region. We will cooperate
with Turkey and Iran to find a suitable resolution for this problem.
But we believe that resorting to military means is not the right
solution.
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G Tonde Irak Les violences antichrétiennes se sont multipliées

u moins quinze tués en autant de
A jours d’octobre. « Priez pour nous »,

supplie Mgr Shimoun Wardouni,
évéque de Bagdad. Dans I'enfer sanglant
qu’estdevenul'Irak, eten dépit del’amélio-
ration de la sécurité,la mortde quinze per-
sonnes, comparée aux 853 musulmans
tués en septembre & travers le pays (trois
fois moins qu’en septembre 2007), consti-
tuerait presque un bilan anodin. Sauf qu’el-
le eut pour théitre une seule ville, Mos-
soul, et une seule communauté, celle des
chrétiens. Lacampagne apparemment lan-
cée contre eux a provoqué la fuite, dans les
villages alentour, de plus de la moitié de la
communauté restante dans la « ville des
églises » : 2400 familles selon Bagdad,
soit environ 12 000 personnes.

« Au rythme d’émigration actuel, s’alar-
me « AbouCeasar »,uningénieur rencon-
tré sur le parvis de Notre-Dame-de-la-Gra-
ce, une église syriaque (catholique) au
ceeur de Bagdad, il n’y aura bientét plus
d’Assyriens dansle berceau mémedu christia-
nisme moyen-oriental ! » Nouri Al-Maliki,
le premier ministre chiite qui recevait une
nouvelle fois, mercredi 22 octobre, une

délégation de prélats trés inquiets, a répété
sapromesse de « tout faire pour protéger la
communauté ». Probléme : la troisiéme
cité d’Irak (plus d’un million d’habitants),
qui est aussi la plus ethniquement et
confessionnellément « mélangée » du
pays est, depuis six mois, la plus dangereu-
se de la région, théitre d’une sanglante
offensive irako-américaine contreles « der-

niéres concentrations de militants d’Al-Qai-

da » qui ne semble pas donner les résultats
escomptés. Un nouvel attentaty a tué qua-
tre personnes — musulmanes — mercredi.
Originaire de - Mossoul, « Abou
Ceasar » est terrorisé pour sa famille res-

“ tée sur place. Comme presque tous les des-

cendants des convertis de saint Thomas,
qui y auraijt vécu briévement, en route
pour les Indes, il y a 2 000 ans, sur le site
bibligue de Ninive & c6té duquel fut élevée
Mossoul, notre quadragénaire bien mis
n’en finit pas d’égrener les attentats et
assassinats dont ses coreligionnaires ont
été victimes depuis cing ans.
Numériquement faibles et politique-
nent inexistants dans 'Irak moderne, les
chrétiens -se' flattent de former « la plus
ancienne communauté religieuse d’Irak ».
Certains de ses membres parlent encore

Chiites (58 %) T

Arabes

, Kurdes
" g8 Turcs

Sunnites (39%)
Arabes
Kardes

i, Turcs

Minorités
religieuses (3%)
Ml Chrétiens (2%)
" Mandéens, sabéens
Yazidis, yarsans,...

Sour&:e :LAtlas des religions, La Vie, Le Monde

une langue voisine de 'araméen biblique.
Jusqu’en 2003, Saddam Hussein, qui
les protégeait, notamment parce qu’ils
étaient trop faibles pour présenter une
menace a son pouvoir, les évaluait a prés
d’un million. Combien en reste-t-il ¢
« On ne sait pas vraiment », reconnait
I’évéque chaldéen de Bagdad, Mgr Shi-
moun Wardouni. « Peut-étre undemi-mil-
lion, peut-étre moins », c’est-a-dire moins
de 2 % dela population nationale, avance
Yonadam Kanna, 'un des deux élus du
petit Parti assyrien (chrétien) qui siégent
parmi les 275 députés du Parlement.

Pour lui, pas de doute, Al-Qaida est le |
_ coupable tout désigné des meurtres de
- Mossoul. Tout le monde n’est pas de cet

avis. Certains accusent les chiites, qui se
sont beaucoup implantés dans des villa-
ges chrétiens ces derniéres années, et qui
chercheraient a s’étendre.

Mercredi 4 Bagdad, Mgr Wardouni a
demandé au chef du gouvernement d’en-
voyer « plutét des renforts militaires », et

. nonlapolice - largementdominée par les

chiites - « parce que nos gens ont plus
confiance dans U'armée ». Et puis il y a le
facteur kurde. Interrogées par un envoyé

" spécial du Times de Londres, certaimes vic-

times survivantes des violences a Mos-
soul pointent plutdt du doigt « des élé-
ments kurdes » qui agiraient ainsi pour
pousser les chrétiens, largement implan-
tés dans et autour du Kurdistan autono-
me, a se sohdariser politiquement avec

Ramadi . ¢

Kerbala .
Nadjaf =

2_“_“’_@ en octobre a Mossoul, la capitale du nord o
Les chrétiens irakiens créent
des comités de défense

d'frak : chaldéens,
assyriens, arméniens

®
o B’agda_d

AlKut

Nassiriya» _
Bassora®

cette autre communauté minoritaire
(20 % de la population) qui cherche a
étendre la superficie qu’elle contrdle.

« Prudents comme le serpent »
Dans plusieurs villages autour de Mos-

soul ~ qui jouxte le Kurdistan mais ne lui

appartient pas — des « comités de défense

_ chrétiens », financés et organisés « d titre

personnel »,parunmembre du gouverne-
ment kurde autonome, Sarkis Aghajan
Mamandou, se multiplient. Des armes
sont fournies et des salaires mensuels de
250 2 300 dollars sont versés par M. Sar-

kis. Dans quel but ? C’est la question que

se pose Mgr Wardouni. « Tout celaest trés
bien, nous dit-il, cela protége les gens et
fournit des salaires » dans une région ou
le chdmage touche les deux tiers des popu-
lations. « Mais il ne faut pas qu’il y ait des

- conditions politiques a cette aide. »

. L’idée d’intégrer les chrétiensau Kurdis-
‘tan lui parait « trés dangereuse » pour eux.
« Notre histoire est nationale, nous ne pou-

" vons pas vivre dans un ghetto, dit Mgr War-

douni. Nous voulons dépendre, comme tous
les Irakiens, du gouvernement centralde Bag-
dad. Nous devons étre humbles comme la
colombe et prudents comme le serpent... » W
PATRICE CLAUDE
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C’est un étrange procés que celui
qui s'est ouvert lundi & Silivri,
prés d'Istanbul. Un de ces « proceés
de masse» dont la Turquie des
généraux eut longtemps la ftriste
pratique, dans les années noires des
coups d'Etat militaires. Sauf qu'au
lieu des syndicalistes et militants des
partis de gauche alors jugés par
centaines, ce sont d'anciens généraux
et autres capitaines qui se trouvent
sur les bancs des accusés comme
instigateurs du complot organisé par
Ergenekon. Le principal inculpé est un
ex-général de gendarmerie Veli
Kigik.

Il'y a aussi, parmi les 86 inculpés
de ce procés fleuve, des civils de tous
milieux : deux ex-rédacteurs en chef
de Cumuriyet, le président de la
chambre de commerce d’Ankara, un
ancien recteur d'université et un
politique : Dogu Perincek, chef du
Parti des travailleurs, un groupe
gauchiste devenu ultranationaliste,
accusé  davoir  préparé  une
« insurrection armée ».

Que peuvent avoir en commun
des gens aussi dissemblables ?
L'acte d'accusation affirme qu'ils sont
liés par un pacte secret - Ergenekon -

Ergenekon, le proces qui
passionne les Turcs

Turquie . Des militaires, journalistes, universitaires, ultranationalistes et mafieux membres d’un
réseau clandestin sont accusés d’assassinats et de tentatives de coup d’Etat.

en Turquie afin de justifier un coup
d'Etat militaire contre le gouverne-
ment du parti islamique AKP.
L’organisation aurait été créée en
2002, aprés la victoire électorale de
I'AKP, par le général en chef de la tre
armée et celui de la gendarmerie,
avec la complicité de I'amiral Ornek,
chef des forces navales, qui a tout
noté dans son journal.

Les chefs d'inculpation ? Prépa-
ration de deux coups d’Etat en 2004 et
2007, assassinat de personnalités
comme le journaliste arménien Hrant
Dink, trois protestants massacrés a
Malatya en 2007, un juge du Conseil
d’Etat. Projets d'attentats contre
I'écrivain Orhan Pamuk et plusieurs
personnalités kurdes. Trafic d'armes,
vols de documents, provocation a la
haine. ..

Certains journalistes laics accu-
sent le pouvoir d'avoir voulu se deé-
barrasser d'opposants génants. C’est
le cas de Mine Kirikkanat (1) : « Nous
connaissons depuis longtemps en
Turquie I'existence de ce qu'on ap-
pelie "I'Etat profond”, une bande
d’'assassins, de racketteurs et de
mafieux qui, avec l'aide occulte de
'Etat, ont organisé des dizaines de

pour lutter contre le terrorisme. Cette
bande de malfaiteurs a plusieurs fois
défrayé la chronique: en 1996 avec
I'affaire de Susurluk, en 2005 avec
celle de Semdinli (2). A chaque fois,
le scandale a été étouffé, et la justice
n'est pas passée. C'est le général
Evren (3) le principal responsable de
cet état de choses. Lui et ses amis ont
mis tout en place dés les années
1970. Depuis lors, il y a eu en Turquie
plus de 500 meurtres non élucidés :
journalistes, hommes d'affaires,
militants des droits de I'homme,
Kurdes... La mére d’'un des inculpés
a raconte & la presse que son fils se
vantait d'avoir tué lui-méme 93 per-
sonnes ! Ergenekon entre dans ce
cadre. Ce serait une bonne chose que
la lumiére soit faite sur cette sombre
histoire et cette pourriture qui empoi-
sonne le climat politique depuis des
années. Le probléme, c'est que 'AKP
en profite pour faire un méli-mélo
incroyable et mettre dans la marmite
tout ce qui la géne et combat sa
politique. »

L’avenir dira si ce doute est fon-
dé. Et si ce procés ira jusqu'au bout
pour mettre fin & des pratiques dont
les principales victimes sont la gau-

'homme et les Kurdes. Au cours de
la premiére journée, plusieurs dépu-
tés kurdes et le maire de Dyarbakir
ont dailleurs rejoint le camp des
plaignants, de méme que
I'’Association des droits de 'homme
de Turquie. La salle d'audience
s'étant révélée trop exigué pour
accueillir tous les avocats, le procés
a été scindé en deux : les 46 inculpés
déja arrétés sont jugés en premier.
Prochaine audience, le 23 octobre.

(1) Mine G. Kirikkanat est
I'auteur de la Malédiction de Constan-
tin, paru en 2006 chez Métailié, un
roman politico-policier qui dénonce
I'emprise américaine sur la Turquie.

(2) A Susurluk, en 1996,

un accident a mis en lumiére les
relations entre un ministre du gouver-
nement de Tansu Ciller, I'armée, le
crime organisé et I'extréme droite.

A Semdinli, en 2005, un attentat &
la bombe attribué au PKK s’est révélé
étre I'oeuvre de gendarmes.

(3) Auteur du coup d'Etat militaire
de 1980, il a dirigé

la Turquie jusqu’en 1988.
Frangoise Germain-Robin

dont le dessein est de créer le chaos Meurtres et d’attentats, prétendument

che, les militants des droits de

ANKARA, 24 oct 2008 (AFP) -

VINGT-CINQ rebelles kurdes ont été tués la semaine derniére dans une
frappe aérienne de I'armée turque visant des refuges des séparatistes du Parti
des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK) dans le nord de I'lrak, a affirmé vendredi
un porte-parole de lI'armée a Ankara.

L'armée a regu "des informations concordantes de plusieurs sources de
renseignements indiquant que 25 terroristes ont été neutralisés lors de la
frappe (aérienne) du 17 octobre”, a déclaré au cours d'une conférence de
presse le général Metin Gurak.

Ces frappes aériennes avaient visé la région des monts Qandil, frontaliers de
la Turquie, dans I'extréme nord de I'lrak, qui abritent des bases-arriéres des
rebelles séparatistes du PKK, en lutte depuis 24 ans contre le pouvoir central
turc.

De nombreux rebelles ont été blessés dans I'attaque, a ajouté le général Gu-
rak, dont les déclarations n'ont pas été confirmées de source indépendante.

Selon le bilan de |'agence de presse Firat, proche du PKK, quatre rebelles
avaient été tués, tous membres du "Parti de la vie libre au Kurdistan” (Pejak),

25 REBELLES KURDES TUES DANS UNE FRAPPE
AERIENNE TURQUE (ARMEE)

une organisation indépendantiste kurde iranienne liée au PKK.

La Turquie est confrontée ces derniéres semaines a un regain de violences
aprés une opération des rebelles kurdes qui ont attaqué le 3 octobre une ca-
serne 4 la frontiére irakienne, tuant 17 soldats.

L'aviation turque a depuis attaqué a plusieurs reprises les bases arriéres des
rebelles dans fe nord de I'lrak.

Ankara dénonce réguliérement l'utilisation par les rebelles du PKK de bases
situées dans ces montagnes du nord de I'lrak, frontalieres de la Turquie et de
I'lran.

Au début du mois, le Parlement turc a prolongé d'un an son mandat au gouver-
nement I'autorisant & mener des opérations militaires transfrontaliéres contre
les bases irakiennes du PKK.

Considéré comme une organisation terroriste par la Turquie, 'UE et les Etats-
Unis, le PKK méne depuis 1984 une lutte armée pour 'autonomie du Sud-Est
de la Turquie, peuplé en majorité de Kurdes. Le conflit a fait environ 44.000
morts, selon les chiffres officiels.

HELSINKI, 24 oct 2008 (AFP) —

UN TRIBUNAL finlandais a placé en détention provisoire pour deux semaines
cinq hommes soupgonnés de tentative d'incendie criminelle a 'ambassade de
Turquie, a-t-on appris vendredi de source policiére.

Ages de 16 a 20 ans, les cing hommes, de nationalité turque dont certains sont
d'origine kurde, avaient été arrétés lundi péu aprés les faits.

Un tribunal d'Helsinki "les a placés en détention et tous les documents
concernant cette affaire ont été classés”, a déclaré a 'AFP Markku Stenberg,
inspecteur de fa police d'Helsinki.

INCENDIE A L'AMBASSADE DE TURQUIE EN FINLANDE:
5 HOMMES PLACES EN DETENTION

Un procureur devra décider avant le 30 décembre si les cing hommes doivent
étre inculpés.

Dans la nuit de lundi & mardi, une porte du batiment a été incendiée avant que
le feu ne soit rapidement détecté puis éteint par une patrouille de police.

Un employé de I'ambassade, légérement blessé, a cependant da étre hospita-
lisé.

L'ambassade de Turquie avait alors imputé cet acte a I'organisation PKK
(rebelles kurdes du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan).

Quelques heures avant I'incendie, 200 Kurdes avaient manifeste devant la
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mission diplomatique en soutien au chef rebelle kurde Abdullah Ocalan, em-
prisonné en Turquie depuis 1999.

Considéré comme une organisation terroriste par Ankara, I'UE et Washington,

le PKK méne depuis 1984 une lutte armée pour I'autonomie du Sud-Est de la
Turquie, peuplé en majorité de Kurdes.

UN CHEF MILITAIRE AMERICAIN EN IRAK PROMET DE

COMBATTRE LES REBELLES KURDES

BAGDAD, 25 oct 2008 (AFP) -

LE GENERAL Raymond Odierno, chef des forces américaines en Irak, a
discuté en Turquie avec 'armée turque des moyens de combattre ensemble
les rebelles kurdes du PKK, a rapporté samedi un communiqué militaire
américain.

Le géneral Odierno a rencontré vendredi le général turc Hasan Igsiz, chef
d'état major adjoint de I'armée turque, pour s'entretenir de l'aide des forces
américaine a la Turquie dans sa lutte contre le Parti des travailleurs du Kur-
distan (PKK), ajoute le texte.

"Le PKK est une organisation terroriste et a commis des crimes abominables
contre le peuple turque”, a souligné le général Odierno.

"Je suis engagé a travailler avec le gouvernement turc et le gouvernement
irakien pour empécher ce genre d'atrocités”, a-t-il encore dit selon le commu-

niqué.

Le texte cite une série d'attaques du PKK le mois dernier qui a causé la mort
de dizaine de soldats et civils turcs, provoquant un tollé des dirigeants turcs
qui ont appelé & combattre ce groupe.

Le communiqué affirme que le général Odierno s'est engageé a apporter un
soutien technique et a partager des informations pour prévenir de nouvelles
attaques du PKK qui dispose de bases arriére dans le nord de I'lirak.

"Il y a des choses que nous pouvons faire rapidement pour protéger les vies
innocentes et nous sommes engagés a soutenir nos partenaires turcs et ira-
kiens dans leur efforts”, a-t-il dit dit.

Vendredi, I'armée turque a annoncé avoir tué 25 rebelles dans un raid aérien la
semaine derniére dans le nord de I'lrak.

WASHINGTON, 28 oct 2008 (AFP) -

LE PRESIDENT de la région autonome du Kurdistan irakien, Massoud Bar-
zani, a discuté mardi a Washington de l'accord avec le gouvernement de
Bagdad sur la présence militaire américaine en Irak, sur lequel les négocia-
tions piétinent.

"La question de l'accord stratégique a été le théme principal de la rencontre”, a
déclaré M. Barzani a la presse, a sa sortie du département d'Etat ou il venait
de rencontrer la chef de la diplomatie américaine.

L'accord "a été discuté en détail”, a-t-il ajouté.

Le dirigeant kurde n'a toutefois pas précisé quels étaient les amendements
proposés par I'lrak au projet d'accord Sofa (Status of forces agreement) régis-
sant la présence militaire américaine en Irak aprés le 31 décembre, date &
laquelle expire le mandat de 'ONU sous lequel agit la force dirigée par les
Etats-Unis.

La Maison Blanche a exprimé mardi de fortes réticences & renégocier cet
accord, aprés que le gouvernement irakien eut annoncé que le Premier minis-
tre Nouri al-Maliki allait soumettre aux Ameéricains une nouvelle version
amendée de I'accord discuté par les deux gouvernements.

"Nous pensons qu'il s'agit d'un bon accord, la barre sera donc placée haut"
pour d'éventuelles renégociations, a dit un porte-parole de la Maison Blanche,
Gordon Johndroe.

M. Barzani a précisé avoir également évoqué avec Mme Rice I'opération
menée mardi par |'aviation turque dans le nord de I'lrak visant des positions
des rebelles kurdes du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK).

"Nous avons discuté des développements positifs auxquels nous assistons
dans l'intérét des deux parties”, a-t-il déclaré sans plus de précision.

ACCORD USA/IRAK: BARZANI RENCONTRE RICE A WASHINGTON

Un porte-parole du département d'Etat, Robert Wood, a confirmé que les deux
responsables avaient évoqué ces deux dossiers, soulignant la contribution
positive que M. Barzaniy a apporte.

"lls ont discuté du soutien du gouvernement régional du Kurdistan a I'accord
stratégique et au Sofa, ainsi que des efforts de coopération du gouvernement
régional avec la Turquie au sujet du PKK", a indiqué le porte-parole a I'AFP.
Ankara dénonce réguliérement I'utilisation par les rebelles du PKK de bases
situées dans ces montagnes du nord de I'lrak, frontaliéres de la Turquie et de
I'lran.

Considéré comme une organisation terroriste par la Turquie, I'UE et les Etats-
Unis, le PKK méne depuis 1984 une lutte armée pour I'autonomie du Sud-Est
de la Turquie, peuplé en majorité de Kurdes. Le conflit a fait environ 44.000
morts, selon les chiffres officiels.

Selon M. Wood, Mme Rice a également pressé M. Barzani de faciliter I'adop-
tion par le parlement irakien d'une loi sur le partage des revenus du pétrole
irakien, bloguée depuis plus d'un an en raison d'importantes divisions entre les
députés des régions productrices, comme le Kurdistan, et ceux du reste du
pays.

"lls ont aussi discuté des récents événements politiques en Irak, notamment le
soutien du gouvemement régional du Kurdistan a une représentation des
minorités aux prochaines élections provinciales et la nécessité pour le gou-
vernement régional de coopérer avec le gouvernement fédéral irakien dans le
cadre constitutionne! pour mettre un terme a I'impasse au parlement sur le
projet de loi sur les hydrocarbures”, a-t-il indique.

29 octobre 2008

LeNonde

Ankara doit ravaler sa fierté et faire appel au FMI

A TURQUIE court droit 4 la catas-
trophe. Ce sera la deuxiéme fois en
moins de dix ans, mais le gouver-
nement turc tient a gérer la crise
tout seul. L'AKP, le parti au pou-
voir, est las des interventions
étrangeres et se montre réticent a
solliciter I'aide du Fonds monétaire
international (FMI). Voila qui ne va
guere rassurer des investisseurs
déja nerveux.

En 2001, la devise s'était écrou-
lée, les banques avaient été massa-
crées, les vannes du crédit s'étaient
fermées et 1'économie était tombée

en panne. La Turquie ne peut pas
se permettre de revivre ce scénario.

L'investissement direct étran-
ger, I'expansion boursiére et les
préts accordés au secteur privé
depuis d’autres pays ont nourri la
croissance pendant vingt-six tri-
mestres. On estime & 70 milliards
de dollars (55 milliards d'euros) la
dette des entreprises libellée en
devises étrangeres. Toute nouvelle
faiblesse de la livre turque, qui a
déja perdu le quart de sa valeur
face au dollar cette année, condui-
rait nombre d'entreprises a la fail-
lite.

Le cours élevé du pétrole a
creusé le déficit courant, qui
culmine a 57 % du produit inté-
rieur brut cette année. L'inflation a
atteint 10 %. Des analystes pronos-
tiquent pour 2009 une croissance de
2,5 %, soit la moitié de celle obser-
vée en 2007.

Mais le gouvernement se refuse
a faire appel de nouveau au FMI : le
Fonds le contraindrait a la rigueur,
ce qui limiterait ses possibilités
d'investissement dans les régions
kurdes ; les municipales de mars
approchant, Ankara veut aussi
garder une marge de manoeuvre

financiere ; enfin, 'AKP s'est ap-
puyé sur une croissance miracu-
leuse pour se vanter d'avoir affran-
chi le pays de la tutelle du FML

L'AKP devrait ravaler sa fierté.
Les programmes du FMI mis en
place par le passé n'ont pas brillé
par leur efficacité, mais les autorités
turques n'y sont pas pour rien :
elles n'ont pas tenu tous leurs
engagements. Une intervention
massive et pertinente du FMI de-
vrait suffire a éviter un décrochage
de la monnaie et écarter toute
nouvelle crise.
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wins and that Iraq will suffer under
either man's leadership.

“Bush destroyed Iraq. He took our
oil and gave us nothing in return,”
Ayyad Manfi, the mukhtar, or leader,
of a refugee camp near Sulaimaniyah
for former Baghdad residents. “We
don't believe in this election. What-
ever they say, they will change their
promises later.”

So, how to award Iraq's 146 elec-
tors? My poll was obviously skewed
by the fact | was in the Kurdish north
of the country. The Arab refugees |
spoke to were also uniformly Sunni,
meaning this already unscientific poll

&le New Hork Eimes

takes almost no account of the feel-
ings of the country's largest commu-
nity, the Shiites.

The good news is that not every
U.S. state is winner-take-all - and
you could argue that Iraq is hardly one
country anymore — so I'm doling out
the electors based on the most obvi-
ous line; McCain has won Iraqi Kurd-
istan, Obama takes Sunni and Shia
Iraq (the latter judgment based on the
fact Shia leaders have been nearly
unanimous in calling for a speedy
U.S. withdrawal from the country,
which is closest to Obama's policy).
Kurds make up roughly 20 per cent of

Irag's population, so McCain gets 20
per cent of the votes, or 29 electors.
Obama gets the remaining 117.

Arbitrary? Perhaps. But I'm the
one battling to hold my insides in after
eating at an Iraqgi roadside diner and
spending sleepless nights at the
Simpan Hotel, so | get to make the
call. You're at home surfing the Inter-
net during a commercial break in
Hockey Night in Canada, so you just
get to complain about it in the com-
ments section below.

Our running total now shows
Obama surging from behind to take
the lead:

October 28, 20

Barack Obama (Dem.) - 147
votes

John McCain (Rep.) — 65 votes

Next up, Turkey, which has a
dominant 175 votes in the 538-seat
electoral college. If Obama wins it,
he'll shoot past the 270 mark needed
to secure victory, meaning my little
polling project could effectively be
over long before election day. If
McCain wins it, we've got a race to
the wire, with Syria, Lebanon and
Jordan deciding who takes the prize.

Rejection of Oil Law and Move to Create Tribal

B

Councils Add to Tensions With Kurds

ALISSA J. RUBIN

AGHDAD — Tensions between Kurd-

istan and the central government of
Iraq continued to bubble Monday. A
parliamentary committee rejected a new
draft of an oil law, and Kurdish politicians
denounced the government’s effort to
create semi-tribal councils as a counter-
weight to Kurdish political power in
Kirkuk.

At least two international organiza-
tions are working on reports on the trou-
bles between Iraq’s Kurds and Arabs. The
United Nations is expected to release its
report in the next month or two.

The International Crisis Group, a non-
governmental organization based in
Brussels that seeks to prevent and resolve
deadly conflicts, will issue its report on
Tuesday. Both try to set out a strategy to
resolve a web of interlinked disputes that
threaten to set Kurds and Arabs against
each other along the border of Iraq’s
Kurdistan region.

At issue are fundamental questions of
territorial rights: redrawing the borders of
the Kurdish region, the rights of that
region versus those of the central gov-
ernment and, not least, the region’s right
to develop its own oil resources.

“Kurds are very frustrated and are tak-
ing revenge by holding up other legisla-
tion in Baghdad,” said Joost Hiltermann,
a senior analyst of the Middle East for the
International Crisis Group.

In the past year relations between the
Kurds and the central government have
deteriorated. A December 2007 deadline
passed without the enactment of an article
of the Iraqi Constitution meant to redress
the Kurds’ sense of betrayal by the gov-
ernment of Saddam Hussein. In addition
to persecuting the Kurds, Mr. Hussein’s
government forced them to flee Kirkuk,

the center of an oil-rich area, and moved
in Arabs to take their place.

The measure, Article 140, proposes a
three-part remedy: enabling Kurds to
return to Kirkuk, conducting a census,
and then holding a referendum in which
people who live in Kirkuk will vote on
whether the city should become part of
Iragi Kurdistan. Many Kurds have re-
turned, but there has been no census or
referendum.

A delay of the referendum was
brokered by the United Nations, but
Kurds have been frustrated by the lack of
any effort to set a new deadline.

It has become an article of faith for
Kurdish political leaders that the Kurds
have a right to fold Kirkuk into Kurdistan.
The Kurds are also seeking to maintain
influence over a number of other disputed
areas along their border with the rest of
Iraq.

The central government has long op-
posed Kurdistan’s claims to Kirkuk be-
cause it wants access to the region’s oil
wealth, and also because historically
many other peoples have lived there:
Turkmens, Arabs and Christians, many of
them Assyrians.

The Kurds’ most recent tactic to push
the central government to work with them
has been to block needed legislation,
slowing down passage of a provincial
powers law, the election law and the oil
law, according to the International Crisis
Group report.

The group recommends that the Iraqgi
central government allow the Kurds to
develop and sell their oil through a pipe-
line to Turkey, giving them some eco-
nomic independence from Baghdad. In
exchange, the Kurds would defer their
claim to Kirkuk and accept a power-
sharing agreement in which the top pro-

vincial slots and the provincial council
seats would be equally divided among
Kurds, Arabs and Turkmens and a small
number of seats would go to Christians.
Such an arrangement is acceptable to
Arabs, Turkmens and Christians.

“This proposal is a grand bargain,”
said Mr. Hiltermann, the crisis group
analyst. “This is what the Iraqi govern-
ment has to give, and they would be giv-
ing relatively little, and this is what the
Kurds have to give.” It would also ask that
Turkey allow the Kurds to export their oil
through its territory.

On Monday, the Kurds announced that
they had rejected efforts by the govern-
ment to form tribal support councils in
places that include Kirkuk and Khanagqin,
a predominantly Kurdish city, and neigh-
boring Jalawla. The councils are similar to
the Awakening groups formed by the
American military to fight Al Qaeda in
Mesopotamia, the homegrown Sunni
insurgent group that American intelli-
gence says is led by foreigners. The armed
Awakening groups, whose stated goal is
protection of their local areas, have also
become a political force in some places.

One reason the Kurds reject them is
that they fear that the councils may re-
strict Kurdish influence. “The areas where
Mr. Maliki is forming these support coun-
cils are disputed areas,” said Jabbar
Yawer, the leader of the ministry govern-
ing the Kurdish pesh merga, a regional
force partly absorbed into the Iragi Army.
The term “disputed area” describes areas
that Kurdistan claims, but that the central
government says are part of the rest of
Iraq.

“There is no security vacuum in these
areas,” Mr. Yawer said. “The police and
army are there and they can preserve
security.”
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Oil for Soil: Toward a Grand
Bargain on Iraq and the Kurds

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS

A long-festering conflict over Kirkuk and other disputed territories is
threatening to disrupt the current fragile relative peace in Iraq by
blocking legislative progress and political accommodation. Two events in
particular stand out: a two-month stalemate in July-September in negotia-
tions over a provincial elections law in which Kirkuk’s unresolved status
was the principal obstacle and, during this period, a campaign by the Iraqi
army in and around the Kurdish-controlled disputed district of Khanagin.
To avoid a breakdown over the issue of Kirkuk, the current piecemeal
approach should be discarded in favour of a grand bargain involving all
core issues: Kirkuk and other disputed territories, revenue sharing and the
hydrocarbons law, as well as federalism and constitutional revisions.

Despite some progress, Iraq’s legislative agenda, promoted by the U.S.
in order to capitalise on recent security gains, is bogged down. The main
culprit is a dispute over territories claimed by the Kurds as historically
belonging to Kurdistan - territories that contain as much as 13 per cent of
Iraq’s proven oil reserves. This conflict reflects a deep schism between
Arabs and Kurds that began with the creation of modern Iraq after World
War [; has simmered for decades, marked by intermittent conflict and
accommodation; and was revitalised due to the vacuum and resulting
opportunities generated by the Baath regime’s demise in 2003. In its ethni-
cally-driven intensity, ability to drag in regional players such as Turkey
and [ran and potentially devastating impact on efforts to rebuild a frag-
mented state, it matches and arguably exceeds the Sunni-Shiite divide that
spawned the 2005-2007 sectarian war.

Stymied in their quest to incorporate disputed territories into the
Kurdistan region by constitutional means, Kurdish leaders have signailed
their intent to hold politics in Baghdad hostage to their demands. At the
same time, the lraqi government’s growing military assertiveness is chal-
lenging the Kurds’ de facto control over these territories. Rising acrimony
and frustration are jeopardising the current relative peace, undermining
prospects for national unity and, in the longer term, threatening Iraq’s
territorial integrity.

Rather than items that can be individually and sequentially addressed,
[raq's principal conflicts ~ concerning oil, disputed territories, federalism
and constitutional revisions - have become thoroughly interwoven. Fed-
eralism cannot be implemented without agreement on how the oil indus-
try will be managed and revenues will be distributed. Progress on a fed-
eral hydrocarbons law and a companion revenue-sharing law is incon-
ceivable without agreement on the disposition of disputed territories that
boast major oil fields, such as Kirkuk. And the constitution review has
faltered over failure to settle all those questions, the solutions to which
will need to be reflected in amendments reached by consensus.

How to move forward? If there is a way out, it lies in a comprehensive
approach that takes into account the principal stakeholders’ core require-
ments. A sober assessment of these requirements suggests a possible
package deal revolving around a fundamental “oil-for-soil” trade-off: in
exchange for at least deferring their exclusive claim on Kirkuk for ten
years, the Kurds would obtain demarcation and security guarantees for
their internal boundary with the rest of Iraqg, as well as the right to man-
age and profit from their own mineral wealth. Such a deal would codify
the significant gains the Kurds have made since they achieved limited
autonomy in the wake of the 1991 Gulf War and especially after April
2003, while simultaneously respecting an Arab-Iragi - as well as neigh-
bouring states’ - red line regarding Kirkuk.

This package entails painful concessions from all sides, which they are
unlikely to make without strong international involvement. The UN
Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) has been providing technical sup-
port on a range of issues and, since late 2007, has devoted the bulk of its
efforts to the question of disputed internal boundaries. It will need
stronger backing from the U.S. and its allies, which have an abiding inter-
est in Iraq’s stabilisation yet have played a passive bystander role that has
confused Iraqi stakeholders and encouraged them to press maximalist
demands. The U.S. should make it a priority to steer Iraq’s political actors
toward a grand bargain they are unlikely to reach on their own and to
secure its outcome through political, financial and diplomatic support.

There is little time to waste. As U.S. forces are set to draw down in the
next couple of years, Washington’s leverage will diminish and, along with
it, chances for a workable deal. This serves no one’s interest. The most
likely alternative to an agreement is a new outbreak of violent strife over
unsettled claims in a fragmented polity governed by chaos and fear.

RECOMMENDATIONS

To the UN Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI):

1. Provide assistance to the principal stakeholders in negotiations
aimed at achieving a grand bargain.

2. Delineate an internal boundary between the Kurdistan region and
the rest of Iraq by making specific administrative status recommendations
for disputed districts or sub-districts, using the criteria employed in its
phase one proposal of 5 June 2008.

3. Assist the committee to be established under Article 23 of the Sep-
tember 2008 provincial elections law in recommending rules governing
Kirkuk’s elections, with seats divided among Arabs, Turkomans, Kurds
and Christians according to either a 24-24-48-4 or a 23-23-46-8 per cent
formula prior to elections held as caucuses within each community.

To the Government of Iraq and the Kurdistan Regional Government
(KRG):

4. Formally request the UN Security Council to empower UNAMI to
guide negotiations on a grand bargain.

5. Until such a bargain is reached:

a) accelerate negotiations over a federal hydrocarbons and associated
laws and avoid unilateral moves - including signing oil and gas contracts
and, in the case of the KRG, developing oil and gas fields in disputed
territories;

b) reach agreement, with UNAMTI's technical assistance, on a definition
of “disputed territories”; and

¢) reach an interim agreement, with UNAMI's assistance, for joint ad-
ministration and security in disputed territories claimed by the Kurds.

To the Government of Iraq: :

6. As part of a grand bargain:

a) adopt and implement UNAMI's recommendation for an internal
boundary between the Kurdistan region and the rest of Irag;

b) establish Kirkuk governorate as a stand-alone governorate or a uni-
governorate federal region for an interim period of ten years;

c) establish a power-sharing arrangement in Kirkuk, consistent with
Article 23 of the provincial elections law, by which senior executive (gov-
ernor, deputy governor), administrative (directors general and their depu-
ties) and quasi-legislative (district, sub-district and city council) positions
are distributed among Arabs, Turkomans, Kurds and Christians according
to a 32-32-32-4 per cent formula;

d) adopt and implement the recommendations on Kirkuk to be issued
by the committee established under Article 23 of the provincial elections
law; and

e) enact a federal hydrocarbons and companion revenue-sharing law
mandating equitable development of oil and gas throughout Iraq, includ-
ing the Kurdistan region; accepting the KRG oil and gas law; and granting
the KRG the right to both manage its own fields and export cil and gas.

7. Ensure provincial elections are held no later than 31 January 2009 as
per the new law and in a free, fair, inclusive and transparent manner.

8. Acknowledge publicly as human rights crimes the former regime’s
Arabisation policy, the 1988 Anfal campaign and gas attacks against
Kurdish civilians, most notably at Halabja; recognise the victims’ suffer-
ing; and offer financial compensation to survivors.

To the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG):

9. Address Turkey’s concerns about the PKK's (Kurdistan Workers
Party) ability to use the Kurdistan region as a staging area for attacks in
Turkey by limiting its movement, preventing it from using the region to
launch attacks, denying it access to media and disarming its fighters in
areas under effective KRG control;

To the Government of Turkey:

10. In the context of an Iraqi grand bargain:

a) establish formal ties with the Kurdistan regional government;

b) work with the Iraqgi government and the KRG to allow oil and gas
transport from the Kurdistan region to/through Turkey;

c) pursue an economic open-border policy with Iraq, including its
Kurdistan region; and

d) encourage investments by Turkish entrepreneurs in the Kurdistan
region and cease all military activity inside Iraq so long as the KRG takes
the above steps.

To the U.S. Government:

11. Promote the notion of a grand bargain and support efforts by
UNAMYI, the Iraqi government, the KRG and all other stakeholders to
reachiit.

12. Send an unambiguous signal to the Kurdish leadership that it op-
poses a quest to incorporate Kirkuk but is prepared to establish appropri-
ate security arrangements for the Kurdistan region and, in particular, to
offer guarantees to protect any agreed-upon internal boundary.

To the UN Security Council:

13. Upon request from the Iraqi government, empower UNAMI to guide
negotiations toward a grand bargain.

Kirkuk/Brussels, 28 October 2008
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Senior Iraqi Leader Says Pact With U.S.
Is Unlikely to Pass

Politicians' Fears of Voter Backlash Cited

By Dan Eggen and Karen DeYoung Washington Post

senior Iraqgi political leader said yesterday he is "doubtful”

that a bilateral agreement authorizing U.S. forces to remain
in Iraq after the end of the year would be approved by the Iragi
cabinet and parliament.

Massoud Barzani, president of the Kurdistan Regional Gov-
ernment, said most political factions in Iraq want the accord to go
through. But he said the country is "in a situation of intellectual
terrorism, where people are not able to state their real positions”
for fear of appearing too close to the United States and of under-
cutting their standing in provincial elections scheduled for Janu-
ary.
"Personally, I'm doubtful it will pass,” Barzani said, speaking
through a translator, during a meeting with Washington Post
reporters and editors.

The assessment came amid growing signs of trouble in negotia-
tions over a status-of-forces agreement, or SOFA, that would
govern the U.S. military presence in Iraq after a United Nations
mandate expires Dec. 31. The process stalled again this week when
the Iragi cabinet decided to reopen negotiations and propose a
series of amendments to the pact.

President Bush, who met with Barzani yesterday in the Oval
Office, said he was "analyzing" the proposals and is optimistic that
an agreement can be reached. "We obviously want to be helpful
and constructive without undermining basic principles,” Bush
said. "And I remain very hopeful and confident that the SOFA will
get passed.”

But the mild encouragement from Bush came as other admini-
stration officials strongly suggested that a compromise is unlikely,
increasing the possibility that the issue will become one of the first
major challenges facing the next U.S. president.

The Iraqis have made several key demands, including granting
Iraq more legal authority over U.S. troops accused of crimes;

hardening a tentative 2011 departure date for American troops;
and allowing Iraqi inspection of U.S. military shipments. After a
controversial raid by U.S. forces into Syrian territory last weekend,
the Iragis also want an explicit ban on the United States staging
attacks from Iraq into neighboring countries.

The Bush admiinistration has repeatedly said that the current
draft of the agreement is the furthest that the United States is
willing to go. "The bar to any revisions is very high," State De-
partment spokesnian Sean McCormack said.

Geoff Morrell, the Pentagon press secretary, said the admini-
stration would listen to the Iraqgi concerns but is reluctant to re-
open negotiations. Instead, he said, the goal is to finalize the
agreenent before the end of the year.

"Otherwise, our guys are sitting there illegally," Morrell said.
"The risk you run then is that the gains that have been made at
great costs . . . will start to unravel."

Morrell said Iraqi political dynamics and Iranian interference
are creating obstacles to the accord. "We have ample evidence that
the Iranians are doing everything within their power to try to
derail the agreement,” he said.

In Iraq, Kurdish politicians have long been the most supportive
of the U.S. presence, and the two main Kurdish parties are the
only ones in the government to have publicly backed the agree-
ment. "We believe it is in the interest of all Iraqis, especially Kurd-
istan," Barzani said yesterday.

Shiite parties contesting for control of provincial councils have
not committed themselves, and Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki
has not taken a public stand on the agreement.

Iraq could seek a one-year extension of the U.N. mandate as a
short-term solution, but Iraqi officials have long resisted that
alternative as a violation of their national sovereignty.

A\.,
. ﬂ 30 October 2008T

Kurds unite for Iraq's provincial elections

Participating Kurdish parties prepare their lists in this ""developing situation"
By The Globe- Erbil

"Participation in the coming
provincial council elections is
a mission and an opportunity..."
Adnan Mufti

Iraqi Kurdistan Region Parlia-
ment Speaker Adnan Mufti an-
nounced that the Kurdish parties
agreed to participate in the coming
provincial elections with one list in
the provinces of Baghdad, Diala,
Ninewa, Salahaddin, and then in
Kirkuk. The parties are preparing
the list and distributing the quotas.

"The provincial council elec-
tions, the law of which was passed
by Iragi Parliament this year, will
not be carried out in Kurdistan
Region's three provinces of Erbil,
Suleimaniya, and Duhok, because
elections in these provinces will be
organized by the region while the

elections will be ongoing in the
other Iraqi provinces, not within a
region,” said Mufti in an interview
with Newsmatic news agency on
Tuesday.

Mulfti said the region has a pro-
vincial council elections bill and it
will be discussed by Parliament at a
later time to appoint the election
date in the three provinces.

The upcoming provincial elec-
tions are supposed to be held by
the end of next January in Iraq's 14
provinces after the exclusion of
Kurdistan Region's three provinces
and Kirkuk, in which the elections
are postponed for another time.

"The two main Kurdish parties,
Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP)
and Patriotic Union of Kurdistan
(PUK), during this week agreed to
take part with one list in the elec-

tions in Baghdad, Diala, Ninewa,
Salahaddin, and Kirkuk," said
Mufti, who is a prominent leader of
the PUK, which is led by Iraq's
President Jalal Talabani. He added
that other Kurdish parties will also
join the list, but their formation will
happen later and in accordance to
dialogues between the parties.

In the December 2005 provincial
elections, the KDP and PUK formed
the Brotherhood list, which also
involved a number of Arabs,
Turkmen, and other sides; this list
could win the majority in Ninewa
and Kirkuk. Meanwhile, the Kurd-
istan Islamic Union participated in
a separate list and some other
Kurdish parties entered those
elections with one list.

Politburo members of the two
main parties met on Sunday on

procedural issues before entering
the Iraqi provincial elections in the
provinces, which have Kurdish
populations. During the meeting,
the PUK and KDP decided to form
a committee on the level of prov-
inces, towns, and districts as well as
a high committee on the level of the
politburos to supervise the commit-
tee's works. They also dedicated a
budget to implement pre-election
procedures such as transporting
voters to polling stations and solv-
ing problems of families whose
names haven't yet been registered
on electoral lists.

"Participation in the coming
provincial council elections is a
mission and an opportunity to take
part in the developing situation in
all provinces through the new
councils,” indicated Mufti.
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ERBIL (Irak), 30 oct 2008 (AFP) -

LE PARLEMENT regional du Kurdistan a adopté jeudi une loi limitant la
polygamie, sous la pression des organisations féminines qui n'ont toutefois
pas réussi a interdire totalement cette pratique.

"Nous n'avons pas pu interdire totalement la polygamie mais nous avons
réussi a la limiter fortement”, a déclaré a I'AFP la députée Khamane Zrar.

La nouvelle loi prévoit que la polygamie ne sera autorisée que dans les cas ou
"la femme souffre de maladies sexuellement transmissibles ou de stérilité”.
L'homme aura alors le droit de prendre une seconde femme pour épouse,
alors que l'islam permet aux hommes d'avoir jusqu'a quatre épouses.

Laila Abdallah, une militante de 'Union des femmes kurdes, a regretté pour sa
part de "n'avoir pas pu interdire totalement la polygamie”.

"Nous n'allons pas nous arréter [a. Nous continuerons a faire pression sur le

IRAK: LE PARLEMENT KURDE VOTE UNE LOI
LIMITANT LA POLYGAMIE

Parlement et le gouvernement pour interdire complétement cette pratique”, a-
t-elle ajouté.

Le Parlement régional du Kurdistan compte 111 députés, dont 28 femmes.
Dans le gouvernement local, il y a trois femmes sur 42 ministres.

La loi irakienne autorise |a polygamie.

Par ailleurs, le Parlement régional a fixé a 16 ans I'dge du mariage et a ameé-
lioré les droits des femmes concernant le mariage.

Dans la société extrémement conservatrice du Kurdistan, 12.500 femmes ont
été tuées ou se sont suicidées entre 1991 et 2007.

Un rapport publié en 2007 par le "gouvernement régional” fait état de coups,
d'agressions sexuelles, de menaces physiques, de mariages forcés, de rapts
et de harcélement contre les femmes.

SOULEMANIYAH (lrak), 31 oct 2008 (AFP)

LE COEUR des dirigeants kurdes irakiens penche plutét en faveur du candi-
dat républicain John McCain, mais personne ne croit vraiment & un change-
ment de la politique américaine si le démocrate Barack Obama devient prési-
dent.

"La majorité des Kurdes préfére les républicains qui ont suivi une politique trés
claire en faveur de llrak, méme s'il n'y a pas de différences notables entre
McCain et Obama", affirme le président de la commission des relations
extérieures au sein du Parlement régional kurde, Aref Abdallah.

"Leurs divergences sur ['lrak sont plus sur la forme que sur le fond", assure ce
membre du ['Union patriotique du Kurdistan (UPK, du président irakien Jalal
Talabani).

Assis dans son bureau & Soulemaniyah, l'une des deux grandes villes du
Kurdistan, il rappelle gu'en 2000, les Kurdes préféraient le vice-président
démocrate Al Gore a son challenger républicain George Bush.

"lls estimaient que les démocrates étaient contre le régime baassiste mais il
s'est avéré que ce sont les républicains qui ont changé I'lrak”, ajoute-t-il.
Jouissant d'une autonomie de fait depuis 1991 & la suite de la premiére guerre
du Golfe et I'interdiction faite a I'aviation irakienne de survoler leur territoire,
les Kurdes ont accueilli avec une joie sans réserve l'invasion conduite par les
Etats-Unis en mars 2003 qui a abouti & la chute de Saddam Hussein.

La nouvelle donne a permis & cette communauté d'acquérir une trés large
autonomie en 2005 dans la constitution initiée par les Américains, et un pou-
voir qu'its n'avaient jamais obtenu auparavant.

"Les Kurdes ont peur de perdre leurs acquis. En 1991, Bush pére a créé une
zone d'exclusion (aérienne) et Bush fils a changé de régime", a souligné M.
Abdallah.

Pour Yassine Taha, un enseignant, "l'ambiguité de la position d'Obama envers
les Kurdes a suscité l'inquiétude au sein de leurs élites”.

IRAK: LES KURDES PREFERENT MCCAIN MAIS
N'ONT PAS PEUR D'OBAMA

"Les républicains ont soutenu les Kurdes en Irak mais il n'y a aucune garantie
qu'Obama continue sur la méme voie car il a déclaré (...) qu'il préférait se
concentrer sur 'Afghanistan”.

En juillet, lors d'une visite & Kaboul, M. Obama avait estimé que "ne pas avoir
terming (le) travail" en Afghanistan avait été "I'une des plus grosses erreurs
commises aprés le 11 septembre 2001".

"Nous avons été distraits par I'lrak”, avait-il déploré.

Mohammad Hakim, membre du bureau politique du Groupe islamique kurde
représenté au Parlement régional, qui est plutét en faveur d'Obama, reconnait
toutefois que "Pactuelle direction kurde préfére Bush et considére que si
McCain est élu, il appliquera la méme politique”.

A Erbil, la capitale du Kurdistan, le président UPK du Parlement autonome dit,
lui, ne pas voir de "grande différence" entre les candidats.

"Selon nous, l'intérét américain est de poursuivre la politique menée par
I'administration actuelle", assure Adnane el-Moufti.

"On ne change pas la politique étrangére en changeant de président americain.
Le grand changement se produira surtout en politique intérieure."

Le vice-président du Parlement, qui appartient au Parti démocratique du Kur-
distan (PDK de Massoud Barzani), partage ce point de vue. "Il y aura peut-étre
un changement de tactique des Etats-Unis, mais pas de stratégie”, assure
Kamal Kirkouli.

Barack Obama a quand méme des partisans & Souleimaniyah. "Obama est
jeune et dynamique. Nous en avons assez de la politique de Bush et des repu-
blicains et McCain c'est la méme chose que Bush”, souligne Askoul Rassoul,
53 ans, employée au "ministére” local des Affaires sociales.

A ce propos, elle estime que cela pourrait servir de legon au Kurdistan. "J'ai
I'espoir de voir un jeune a la téte du Kurdistan irakien et d'en finir avec les
dirigeants traditionnels et vieux". Jalal Talabani aura 75 ans dans deux semai-
nes et Massoud Barzani est agé de 62 ans.

DRI R XE

RKISH DAILY NEWS

October 30, 2008

T

Pro-Kurdish party suggests federation

NAMIK DURUKAN ANKARA — Millivet

he controversial suggestion by the jailed

leader of the outlawed Kurdistan Work-
ers' Party, or PKK, to divide Turkey into
regions and give broad powers to locally
elected governors was presented to deputies
by the pro-Kurdish Democratic Society Party,
or DTP, this week.

The 64-page brochure, titled Democ-
ratic Autonomy Project and printed in Turk-
ish, English and Kurdish, proposes Turkey
be divided into 20 to 25 regions with each
region given the power to designate its own
symbols and colors.

The brochure was printed in Diyar-
bakir in the Southeast and was mailed to
deputies, ministers and embassies so that it
arrived at its destination on the eve of the
Oct. 29 Republic Day celebrations.

The project was included by the DTP
in its party program last year and was criti-
cized by many politicians.

It includes a comprehensive adminis-
trative reform of the state structure with wide-
ranging powers given to local governors.

The Kurdish identity and language
must be protected by the Constitution, the
brochure says, calling for a new and freer
constitution.

The Republican People's Party, or
CHP, deputy from Istanbul, Mustafa
Ozyiirek, noted that it was the first time a
Kurdish brochure was distributed in Parlia-
ment.

They also ask for a federation by hid-
ing behind democratic autonomy, he said.

He said the escalation of terrorism by
the PKK was aimed at creating another
state.

Ozyirek said the recent street vio-
lence in the Southeast showed the DTP was
not content in merely preparing such docu-
ments but also wanted to implement their
suggestions through violent means.
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