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THE ERGENEKON SCANDAL IS SHAKING TURKEY,
THE AKP ESCAPES BEING DISSOLVED

n 1%t July a police
operation launched
simultaneously in
Istanbul, Ankara,
Trebizond and
Malatya, that deployed 6,000
policemen resulted in the arrest
of 21 people, all opponents of
the AKP, the party in office. Ten
of these will be charged with
“membership of a terrorist
organisation”. Amongst them are
two retired generals, Hursit
Tolon and Sener Eruygur, two
former “hawks” within the
Army. Indeed, Sener Eruygur is

still president of the influential
and strongly nationalist
Association for Ataturk’s Thought
and was one of the ringleaders
of the “pr-secular”
demonstrations against the
election of Abdullah Gul to the
Presidency. The daily paper
Radikal, which repeatedly makes
“embarrassing revelations” about
the Army’s institutions, has also
named him as being the initiator
of two attempts at coups d’état in
2003 and 2004 that hat the
specific aims of preventing the
signing the Cyprus peace plan

drawn up by of Kofi Annan,
then UN General Secretary as
well as the re-unification of the
island envisaged b the plan.

The so-called “Ergenekon”
scandal broke out in 2007, when
an arsenal was discovered in an
abandoned house near Istanbul.
Some 80 influential public
figures are in jail charges with
being members of a secret
organisation, “Ergenekon”, of
nationalist ambitions. Its aim
was said to destabilise Turkey,
through “terrorist” attacks
attributed to either Kurds or
Islamists and by carefully
targeted assassinations such as
that of the journalist of
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Armenian origin, Hrant Dink or
that of the Christian missionaries
at Malatya. This underground
group is also said to be the latest
manifestation of the “deep
State”, that secret network
working within the State in a
quasi-autonomous manner since
the cold war period. Amongst
those charged are a number of
retired senior officers, some
journalists, lawyers, members of
the political caste and one
person involved with the mafia.

Coming in the middle of a
political crisis, when the ruling
AKP is itself being threatened
with a banning order from the
High Court, this drag net has
been presented by some
opponents as a riposte by the
government  against  its
adversaries. However Radikal,
under the be-line of Ismet
Berkan, describes, in advance of
publication, the 2500-page
charge sheet drawn up by the
public prosecutor after 13
months investigation. The
journalist vigorously attacks
Generals Hursit Tolon (former
commander of the First Army)
and Sener Eruygur (former head
of the Gendarmerie) accusing
them of having caused the
failure of the Cyprus Peace Plan
in 2003.

As for the paper Taraf, run by the
liberal novelist Ahmet Altan, it

reveals a plan to destabilise the
whole country. Thus, the
Ergenekon network was due to
organise violent demonstrations
on 7 July, in four major cities, in
support of some of the judges
due to rule on the banning of the
AKP. One of them, at Gaziantep,
was due to be led by General
Tolon and the owner of a
nationalist TV channel. It was
planned that anonymous
sharpshooters, recruited from
the ultra-nationalist cells, would
open fire on the demonstrators
so as to arouse opinion against
the government. At the same
time, several public figures,
including journalists and
intellectuals, were to be
assassinated. The resulting
disorder would thus have led
the Turkish citizenry to back an
Army putsch.

Another revelation made by
Taraf has embarrassed the Army:
at Daglica, a locality in the
Kurdish region of Hakkari, an
ambush, attributed to the PKK,
is said to have been exploited by
the command. Forewarned of
the imminence of the attack, it
chose to let the troops suffer
unaided under fire. Thirteen of
them were killed in the clash. On
the grounds of this attack, the
Turkish Army had been able to
prepare and justify its operation
in Northern Iraq last winter,
allegedly to eradicate the PKK
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that had dug itself in on the
Qandil Mountains. The Army’s
only answer to Taraf's charges
was to threaten the paper that it
would come and seek “by force”
the secret documents it clamed
to possess to back up its story.

In this agitated situation, the
Constitutional Court’s ruling
regarding the AKP was given on
30 July: in the absence of a
majority of the 7 judges (by only
one vote), the AKP escaped
being dissolved and the five
years civic ineligibility
demanded for 71 of its leading
members was lost. It was,
however, found guilty of anti-
secular activities and sentenced
to reimburse half of its present
public funding.

In the opinion of observer of
Turkish political life, this half-
hearted ruling may perhaps be
the beginning of a “truce”
between the government at the
Army-backed judicial caste
following a beginning to the
month that was very agitated
and uncertain for the country’s
stability. The very strong
pressures exerted by the
European Union and by
Washington to avoid the
scandalous situation of a party
that had just won a major
victory at the polls being banned
also contributed to leading the
Army’s high command to
resolving to compromise with
the AKP.

IRAQ: THE KURDS RESOLUTELY
OPPOSE THE ELECTORAL BILL

he Provincial Council
elections that, normally,
should take place next
October, have caused a
considerable stir in Iraq
and aroused growing discontent
amongst the Kurds. The question
whether or not to postpone these
elections because of the sensitive
and still unresolved situation in
the Kurdish areas outside the
Kurdistan Region has, indeed,

been under discussion for several
months. To this must be added the
drawing up of new electoral
legislation that, inter alia, has to
rule on the redrawing of
constituency boundaries and a
census of electors.

While certain Iraqis are
demanding the postponement of
the elections, the United States, on
the other hand, is strongly

pushing for them to be held. With
the reduction in violence in
Baghdad and the passing of the
law on the sharing of resources
derived from hydrocarbons, these
elections appear to it as a political
stage of high symbolic value, that
indicates an improvement and
“normalisation” of the situation in
Iraq. Moreover, the readjustment
of power distribution resulting
from the elections could ease local
tensions. Or perhaps revive
them. ..

In fact, the Kurdish Alliance block
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in the Baghdad parliament
boycotted the vote on this law that
proposes dividing Kirkuk into
four constituencies and sharing
the seats out between them so as
to give the Kurds, the Turcomen
and the Arabs 32% each, the
remaining 4% going to other
minorities. This also means
ignoring the 1937 census figures
(the last valid one) as well as
avoiding carrying out an up to
date one. This means carving up
the Provincial Council in
accordance with the wishes of
about 100 Arab and Turcoman
Members of Parliament, with 10
Kurds, 10 Arabs, 10 Turcomen and
2 Christians.

However the Kurds have rejected
this division that, they say, is very
far from reflecting the population
distribution of Kirkuk and,
consequently, the real vote of the
electors, which has been made
redundant, as was stressed by
Mahmud Othman, a Kurdish
Alliance M.P: “If you carve up the
number of seats before even
holding the elections why bother
to vote?”. The Bill also provided
for the withdrawal of the
Peshmergas from Kirkuk and their
replacement, to ensure security, by
Iraq soldiers coming from the
Centre and South — which is
regarded with suspicion by the
Kurds.

Moreover, the vote was taken on
22 July, when only 140 of the 275
M.P.s were present and thus
immediately open to doubt. The
two Deputy Speakers of
Parliament, the Shiite Sheikh
Khalid al-Attiya and the Kurd
Aref Tayfur also boycotted the
vote while popular
demonstrations were organised in
all the Kurdistan Region’s cities to
protest against it being passed.
Thus, several thousand people
marched in Irbil, the Kurdistan
Region capital, some of them even
bearing banners identifying
Mahmud Mashadani, Speaker of
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the Iraqi Parliament, with Saddam
Hussein. In Suleimaniah, several
thousand protesters, in addition to
demonstrating, signed a letter to
the governor to be forwarded to
the Iraqi parliament. At Duhok on
31 July, the demonstrators
presented a statement opposing
the law to be sent to the UN
Secretary General, to the President
of Iraq, the President of Kurdistan
and other leading officials of the

country.

Moreover, two days after it was
passed by the Iraqi National
Assembly, the Election Bill was
finally rejected b the Presidential
Council, since the Iraqi President,
Jalal Talabani, and his
Vice=President Adel Abdel
Mahdi, exercised their veto,
considering that the Bill contained
Constitutional irregularities and
procedural faults. Since any law
passed must be approved
unanimously by the three
members of the Presidential
Council, the Assembly is thus
obliged to revise the Bill — which
makes even more uncertain that
the projected date for the elections
will be kept.

This rejection also seems like a
snub by the Presidential Council
to both the USA and to Prime
Minister Nuri al-Maliki. However,
in the words of Jalal Talabani, the
Bill, as voted, could cause
“enormous damage to the country’s

unity”.

For their part, the Kurdish
members of the Kirkuk Provincial
Council voted an appeal
(boycotted, in this case by the
Turcoman and Arab members)
calling for Kirkuk to be joined to
the Kurdistan Region. “We are
presenting a petition, signed by 24 of
the 41 members, calling for the
annexation of Kirkuk to the Kurdistan
Region of 1Iraq” declared
Mohammed Kamal, a member of
the Council, to The Voice of Iraq
radio, adding that submitting this

petition to the Iraqi Parliament
was “a constitutional right”.
Naturally the reaction of the other
political groupings was not long
delayed. Mohammed al-Juburi, an
Arab member of the Provincial
Council, stressed his radical
rejection of Kirkuk becoming “part
of Kurdistan”, seeing there the
germs of a future civil war.
Questioned by al-Shargiya radio,
the Turcoman representative of the
same Council, Fawzi Akram,
declared that this declaration by
the Kurds confirmed the
Turcoman feels and called on
President Talabani to “adopt a
constitutional position in the face of
this demand” .

However, questioned on the same
radio station, Awat Mohammad, a
member of the Kirkuk Kurdish
Brotherhood list used a much
more balanced speech: “We
sincerely wish that negotiations
between the Parliamentary blocks in
Baghdad succeed in reaching a
satisfactory solution to this Bill on
Provincial elections in Iraq.
Unfortunately, the Bill was passed by
the Council of Iraqi representatives in
the absence of representatives of the
Kurdish people and of Kirkuk. This led
to a crisis. The only option possible
was to have recourse to the
Constitution. We considered that the
appropriate solution was to ask the
Provincial Council’s Presidency, in a
petition signed by a majority of
members and addressed to the
Presidential Council, to apply the
laws regarding the formation of
regions. This is a legal request, which
must not be interpreted a break with
the Centre or as a unilateral decision” .

Indeed, Article 119 of the Iraqi
Constitution stipulates that one
or more governorates have the
right to organise themselves as a
region, on the basis of a petition
that must be approved by
referendum. Such a petition may
be made two ways: either
approved by one third of the
representatives of each of the
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Provincial Councils or by one
tenth of electors of each of the
provinces.

However, Mahmud Othman, M.P.
for the Kurdish Alliance, has
pointed out that the government
of his Region had no intention of
annexing  Kirkuk,  while
confirming that the Provincial
Council had submitted its request
“to the Federal Government, to the
Kurdistan Government and to the
Baghdad and Irbil Parliaments” .

At the same time, terrorist attacks
have not been lessening in
Kirkuk, where a suicide bomb
attack, taking place on 28 July
during a Kurdish demonstration
against this Bill, killed about
twenty people and wounded
many more. The attack started a
movement of panic in the crowd,
which contributed to increasing
the casualties. According to Najat
Hassan, an official of the

Kurdistan Democratic Party in
Kirkuk, when the Kurdish
demonstrators fleeing the
explosion drew near the offices of
other political parties, the guards
there d fired in the air to keep
them at a distance. This provoked
some armed people in the crown
to fire back. Dr. Sharzad Hamed
Aziz, of Kirkuk’s Azadi Hospital,
stated that there were 22 dead
and 120 injured, 30 of them
seriously.

Two days earlier, a 23-year old
Kurdish journalist, Soran
Mammah Hammah, was killed in
the same town, as he was walking
home. The assassins fled in a car.
Reporters sans Frontieres, in its
condemnation of this murder,
added that Soran Mammah
Hammah “had written very critical
articles against some local politicians
and security officials and had
received death threats calling on him
to stop his investigations”.

TURKEY: THREE GERMAN HOSTAGES
KIDNAPPED THEN RELEASED BY THE PKK

n 9 July, three German

mountaineers, Helmut

Johann, Martin Georpe

and Lars Holper

Reime, were
kidnapped while on Mount
Ararat by the PKK, which the
Firat Kurdish News agency
confirmed the next day. These
Germans were part of a group of
13 mountaineers. They were
kidnapped while camping on
Mount Ararat, at an altitude of
3,200 metres. Five Kurdish
fighters arrived and took the
three men away.

The reasons given in the
communiqué issued by the
Kurdish guerrilla forces was
“Germany’s  hostile policy”
towards the PKK. “The German
tourists will not be released until
the German government announces
that it has abandoned its hostile
policy towards the Kurdish people

and the PKK”. The movement
also insisted that the three
hostages were in good health,
had not been ill-treated and had
also called for an end to military
operations in the area where
they had been captured.

According to the German
weekly Der Spiegel, the PKK
Executive Council had formally
warned Angela Merkel’s
government at the end of June of
the “negative consequences” of its
policy towards the party. For
several years Germany has been
carrying out a series of arrests
and trials of PKK leaders living
on its soil. Last June, the German
Minister of the Interior Wolfgang
Schauble, had forbidden teams
of the Denmark-based Kurdish
television, RojTV from working
in his country. H had also
ordered the closing down of the
Wuppertal-based VIKO Fernseh
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Produktion GmbH production
company, which produced
broadcasts for the Kurdish
channel. This party, which is
filed on the European Union’s
list of “terrorist organisation”, has
been banned in Germany for the
last fifteen years. This has not
prevented it from being present
in an underground manner as
well as under the legal cover of a
variety of German voluntary
associations. Germany houses
the largest Kurdish community
n Europe (over half a million)
mostly from Turkish Kurdistan.
According to the German Office
for the Protection of the
Constitution, at least 11,500
active members are listed in the
country.

As might have been foreseen, the
German Foreign Minister, Frank-
Walter Steinmeier immediately
rejected the conditions laid down
by the PKK for releasing the
hostages, which he demanded be
done wunconditionally. “The
Federal Republic does not respond to
blackmail.” The Minister of the
Interior, Wolfgang Schauble,
similarly stated that no
negotiation was possible. “It is
out of the question for us to negotiate
with the PKK on the way German
laws are applied”. He also
announced that members of the
criminal investigation
department of the German police
were being sent to Turkey. For
her part, Angela Merkel called
for the immediate release of the
hostages and equally refused
any possibility of giving in to
“blackmail”.

On the same day, while on a visit
to Baghdad, Turkish Prime
Minister, Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
reported on the determination of
the 1Iraqi and Kurdish
governments to fight the PKK:
“We have secured the support of the
Maliki government and the
government of the Iraqi Kurdistan
Region against the PKK. The PKK
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is a threat, not only to Iraq and
Turkey but also to the whole region.
We do not allow such organisations
to poison the relations between two
countries. There is a common
understanding of the problem. There
is a common will to defeat the
organisation”.

The kidnapping of the three
Germans ha not interrupted the
clashes between the Turkish
Army and the PKK. On 11 July
the  Turkish  authorities
announced the death of ten
Kurdish fighters in a clash with
the Army near Sirnak. One
member of the so-called “village
guardian” (a government armed
and organised militia) was also
killed. At the same time, Turkish
paramilitary forces surrounded
Mount Ararat, declared an
interdicted zone, to try and free
the mountaineers. This sparked
off another PKK communiqué,
on 14 July, calling, for the first
time, for a stop to military
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operations. The movement
declared it was “ready to release
the three German tourists on
condition that Turkey interrupt its
military attacks in the region where
they had been captured and that the
release take place under the agis of
an international organisation such
as the Red Cross”. The Kurdish
organisation’s spokesman,
Sozda Avesta, speaking from the
Iraq’s Qandil Mountains, made
the point that the Germans were
in good health.

However, fighting is continuing
near the Iranian and Iraqi
borders, making 33 more victims
among the guerrillas, as against
2 deaths among the troops,
according to Turkish sources.

Finally, as might have been
foreseen from the start, the
mountaineers were freed by the
PKK on 20 July, apparently
without gaining anything in
return. The governor of Agri

Province (Ararat), in a press
conference naturally insisted
that the pressure of the Army
round the kidnappers had forced
them to release their hostages,
but it is unlikely that the PKK
had ever intended to keep them
as hostages indefinitely. This
kind of kidnapping operation,
while it has already occurred,
has remained pretty rare with
this organisation and has never
led to detaining their prisoners
for long. It is essentially a
spectacular feat to make an
impression on Turkish and
international public opinion.

On their return to Germany, one
of the three mountaineers, Lars
Holgar Reime, stated that they
had been “relatively well treated”
by the guerrillas, confessing that
their main fear, during their
detention had been of
intervention by the Turkish
Army, which would, inevitably,
have exposed them to danger.

I —
IRAN: AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL ATTACKS
THE DISCRIMINATION AGAINST KURDS

n 29 July, Amnesty
International published
a report that attacks
Iran and its repression
of minorities — a
repression that is being stepped
up, according to this human
rights defence organisation.
Thus Amnesty criticises a whole
series of discriminatory actions
and human rights violations
directed at the 12 million Kurds
living in Iran — 15% of the
country’s total population. The
discrimination can be both
religious and cultural, since the
Kurds, on the whole, are Sunni
Moslems, not Shiites. They also
cover social questions like
housing, employment and
education. Finally, Kurdish
media that criticise attacks on
human rights are particularly
targeted by the authorities: “The
Iranian Constitution proclaims the

equality of all Iranians before the
law. However, as our report shows,
this is not true for the Kurds in
Iran”, stated one of the
organisations officers. “The
Iranian government has not taken
sufficient measures to eradicate
discrimination, or to put an end to
the cycle of violence against women
and punish those responsible” .

The report stresses the critical
situation of Kurdish women,
doubly persecuted as members
of a disadvantaged ethnic
community as well as by the
interdictions, both religious and
cultural, imposed on them as
women: inequality in access to
education, early and forced
marriages, domestic violence
that goes to the extent of “honour
crimes” or drives them to suicide.
However, according to Amnesty
international, Kurdish women

are an important mainstay of the
economy in Kurdistan and,
indeed, throughout Iran as a
result of the war with Iraq which
seriously cut down the male
population.

“Kurdish women are daily subjected
to violence and meet official
discrimination from the State —
but also from other groups and
individuals, including their own
families. The Iranian authorities
must exercise constant vigilance to
eradicate violence against women in
their homes and in their
community, but this is not the
case”, the report recommends.
However, the Iranian legal code
is based on an extremely
backward-looking and rigid
interpretation of the Shiite
Sharia. Thus it is legal for a man
to beat his wife, specifically
stating the conditions allowing
this, while the legal age of
marriage for girls has been
reduced to nine years. In
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practice, since the official
religious practices are, in many
cases more discriminatory than
the traditions way of life of the
most disadvantaged minorities,
it is hard to see what the State
could do to improve matters.

Otherwise, the report points out
that, with regard to Kurdish
cultural rights, for example the
wearing of their traditional
dress, their music, these are
generally respected and the
Kurdish language is used in the
media. However, Amnesty
reports acts of intimidation or
repression directed at Kurdish
identity on the pretext of
“internal security” and fighting
the PJAK guerrillas. Several
cases are mentioned of improper
imprisonment, iniquitous trials
and death sentences.

Thus, Farzad Kamangar, Ali
Heydari and Farhad Yakili, were
found guilty of the offence of
“moharebah” (being an enemy of
God) and sentenced to death
although their trials were
marred by serious irregularities
and they had been severely
tortured. They were accused of
being members of the PKK or of
its Iranian branch, PJAK. Ali
Haydraiyn and Farhad Yakili
were also sentenced to more
than ten years imprisonment for
“forging documents” and so,
under Iranian law, must first

serve their prison sentence
before being executed.

Farzad Kamangar, a 32-year old
teacher has consistently denied
the accusations and revealed
that the authorities had asked
hum to sign a letter asking for
pardon — his refusal being
interpreted as an admission of
guilt. Since his sentence was
confirmed on 11 July, he is liable
to execution at any moment. On
21 July a gathering of a
thousand people took place in
the Kurdish capital of Sanandaj
to protest against this sentence
and the imprisonment of the
other detainees.

Last May, Mohammad Sadiq
Kabuvand was sentenced to
eleven years imprisonment by
the 15™ Chamber of the Teheran
Revolutionary Court — ten for
having threatened “the security
of the State by founding the
Organisation for Human Rights in
Kurdistan (HROK)” and one for
“propaganda against the system”.
The trial took place in camera, as
is often the case with political
issues— a fact regularly
criticised by the defence lawyers
because of all the procedural
irregularities that this allows.
Amnesty international has
stated that it considers
Mohammad Sadiq Kabuvand a
prisoner of conscience, detained
solely for having peacefully
used his rights of freedom of
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expression and association
during his term as President of
the of HROK and also as a
journalist. It should be recalled
that Iran is a signatory of the
International Convention on
Political and Civil Rights, which
specifically guarantees the right
to such activities.

Hana Abdi, a psychology
student, was arrested on 4
November 2007 while staying at
her grandfather’s in Sanandaj.
Detained in secret for three
months, she was sentenced to
five years imprisonment last
June — a sentence she must
serve in another province, far
from her family and friends,
which makes her sentence all
the harder. According to her
lawyer, the 2"d Chamber of the
Sanandaj Revolutionary Court
considered she was guilty of
“collecting and colluding to foment
a crime against national security”.
She is, in fact, an active member
of the “Campaign for Equality”
launched by Iranian women to
put an end to the legal
discriminations that they face in
Iran. Amnesty international
gives Hana Abdi the status of
prisoner of conscience in the
same way.

In addition to the Kurds, the 57-

page report reports the
discriminations that are
practiced against Arabs of
Ahwas and Baluchis.

IRBIL: THE GOVERNMENT ORGANISES
A DEBATE ON CAPITAL PUNISHMENT

n the initiative of the
Regional Government
of Kurdistan, a
conference took place
in Irbil to discuss the
possible reduction in capital
punishment in Iraqi Kurdistan.
As explained by the organiser of
the conference, Dr. Shwan
Muhammad, Minister for
Human Rights in the Kurdish

Region: “We are working to secure
a reduction in the use of the death
sentence in Kurdistan, in
accordance with Iraqi law” .

Representatives of the Ministry,
lawyers, judges, and leaders of
local and international
organisations as well as a
number of members of the
Kurdish Parliament attended.

According to the Minister for
Human Rights those taking part
had been brought together to
give their opinions of the means
of reducing the use of the death
sentence and to suggest
amendments to the Anti-terrorist
Act. This law, initially passed on
16 August 2006, does, indeed,
provide for the use of the death
sentence, but for a period of only
two years. Thus this measure is,
in any case, due to expire in
August 2008. It was the
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opportunity provided by this
timetable that enabled Minister
Shwan to raise the beginning of
a future debate on the complete
abolition of capital punishment
— an objective that he presents
as a major objective of his
Ministry.

However, the principal obstacle
to this abolition is the terrorist
threat weighting on the whole of
Iraq and, consequently on
public opinion and any vote in
Parliament. However Shwan
Muhammad is relatively
optimistic, even though the Irbil
parliament renewed the Act on
29 June last for a further two
years, that is until 16 July 2010:
“When this threat has disappeared
Parliament will work with us to
arrive at the complete abolition of
the death sentence in Kurdistan” .

“The Parliamentary Commissions
for Human Rights and for Internal
Affairs have insisted on the
importance of the project and
affirmed that the law deserved more
analysis and amendments”, stated
Tariq Jawher, an advisor of
Adnan Mufti, Parliament’s
spokesman, while stressing that
the law as renewed by
Parliament had, in fact,
undergone some improvements,
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for example the delays before
coming to trial for those charged
with terrorism. However this
did not satisfy either the
Minister or the Non-
Government Organisations.

Another speaker in this
discussion was Brigadier
General Mustafa Bawil-agha,
director of the Irbil Central
Prison, who made the point that
his principal concern, were
capital punishment abolished,
would be ensuring peace and
security in the country, before
concluding “If, without this
punishment, the population is safe
then abolish the death sentence” .

According to statistics from the
Human Rights Ministry, 34
people have been sentenced to
death in the last three years.
However, capital punishment
had been adopted and applied
as from the first year of the

Kurdish autonomous
government in 1992. This
increases the total to 89

sentences, including of three
women. However, only 25 have
really been carried out — 7 in
2002, the rest spread out over
2006, 2007 and 2008. All the
executions took place in Irbil,
except for one in Duhok.

AS WELL AS ...

e ISTANBUL: A BOMB
ATTACK CAUSED 17 VICTIMS.
On 27 July, a double bomb
attack took place in Istanbul
causing 17 deaths and dozens of
injured, some of them very
seriously. Two bombs, placed in
dustbins exploded ten minutes
apart in a pedestrian precinct at
Gungoren, a working class
quarter in the European part of
Istanbul.

The city governor, Mohammad
Guler, immediately accused the
Kurdistan Workers” Party
(PKK), an accusation quickly
repeated by the NTV news

channel as well as several
newspapers, including Hurriyet
and Vatan. The leader of the
Republican People’s Party
(CHP), Deniz Baykal, also
pointed to the Kurdish
movement as being responsible,
as did the Turkish government.

However, the fact that this
attack took place on the very
day of the beginning of the
Constitutional Court hearings to
rule on whether the AKP party
should be banned for “anti-
secular activity” as well as the
fact that it took place in an

uneasy political context of
politico-media mud-slinging
resulting from the “Ergenekon”
scandal, has also led some to
think of a possible attempt to
destabilise the country by the
“Deep State” networks. While
Prime Minister Recep Tayyip
Erdogan also pointed to the PKK
he nevertheless moderated his
remarks by calling on the media
to be cautious: “Please do not give
a name to this terrorism. Let the
security forces study their records
and give it a name” .

The BBC opportunely broadcast
an interview with the chief of the
PKK armed forces, Murat
Karayilan — a an interview
made several weeks earlier, in
which he raised the possibility of
attacks on “economic and military
targets in Turkish cities” in
reprisal for the Turkish attacks
on their bases.

However, the Kurdistan
Workers” Party was not slow in
denying any involvement in this
attack. The PKK thesis” was,
however, kept up by the
Minister of the Interior, who
announced the arrest of ten
suspects and the charging of
eight of them with “membership
of the PKK”. Two of these men
were said to have been seen not
far from the scene of the attack
not long before the explosion
“behaving suspiciously” .

Nevertheless, the head of the
German Intelligence Service
(BND), Ernst Uhrlau, cast doubts
on this version in the German
daily Bild. In his view, this type
of bomb attack “does not really fit
the PKK” and he sees it as rather
the action of islamists linked to
al0Qaida: “The technique used in
the attack, the time and place chosen
recall more an islamist or Turco-
Turkish context. We know that
islamist terrorists are also at work
in Turkey as part of their global
Jihad” .
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e SYRIA: A KURDISH
LEADER ARRESTED. On 21
July, the head of the Kurdish
Left Party (PGK), which is
banned in Syria, was arrested by
the security services in
Damascus. The news was made
public by the National
Organisation for Human Rights
in Syria (ONDHS) in a
communiqué attacking this
unconstitutional measure. It
pointed out that Mohammad
Mussa, 56 years of age, had
already suffered from police
pressures in the past. Thus the
security services of the Kurdish
town of Hassake have several
times summoned him for
interrogation regarding his
activities as well as about his
statements to the Arab press.

According to the ONDHS, the
arrest warrant was not issued b
the judicial authorities but by
the security services themselves
under the “State of Emergency
decrees that have been in force for
the last 45 years”. Thus the
organisation demands that the
Syrian authorities give up “their
absolute right that they have
illegally seized in the name of the
State of Emergency so as to carry
out arrests”, while demanding
the immediate release of the
Kurdish leader.

As for the Kurdish Left Party, it
also demands that its General
Secretary be released in a
statement made to the AFP:
“Mohammad  Mussa is a
nationalist who defends the
legitimate rights and interests of
the Kurdish people as well as those
of the Syrian people as a whole” .

e SULEIMANIAH: GENERAL
JAY GARDNER RECOMMENDS
FEDERALISM FOR IRAQ. In
an interview given to the
Suleimaniah University
magazine The Windows, Jay

Garner, on a visit to Iraqi
Kurdistan, recalled the years
that followed the fall of the
Baathist regime and the political
consequences for Kurdistan.

Jay Montgomery Garner, a
retired General of the US Army,
had directed the 1991 Safe
Haven operation that had
enabled the mass exodus of the
Kurds to be checked by setting
up an air protection zone, which
was to form the nucleus of the
present Kurdistan Region. In
2003, following the fall of the
Saddam Hussein regime, he was
appointed head of the Office for
Reconstruction and Humanitarian
Aid in Iraqg, but was only able to
remain in office for a month,
being rapidly replaced by Paul
Bremer and the Coalition
Provisional Authority. Jay
Garner recognised that he
always knew that this mission
would be short, but had never
envisaged it would be ended so
rapidly. In the opinion of this
retired General, a Federal
system could provide a rapid
way out of the conflict without
getting bogged down. Nor
would it weaken the Central
Government, which would be
the decision-maker on questions
of foreign policy, currency,
taxation and borders: “If America
had opted for federalism from the
start it would not have had to face
the present day problems. If we
want a stable Iraq, it must be made
a federal state” .

Describing himself as a “friend of
the Kurds”, Garner remained
more evasive about the attitude
of the present US government
towards them: “I cannot speak
about strategic relations between
the Kurds and America because |
am not part of the US
Administration. I am unable to say
what George Bush, Dick Cheney or
Condoleezza Rice think about
relations between America and the
Kurds”.
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However, the former officer was
more direct about the Iraqi
situation. While he is very
approving of the “Kurdish
success” he finds the rest of Iraq
disappointing: “Five years after
the war in Iraq the situation
remains disappointing. America
has, indeed, succeeded to some
degree in strengthening security
but if you look at the political
process it is very slow and Regional
Government of Kurdistan is the
only success story”. A success
that, in his view, is mainly due
to two points: the liberation of
the Kurds of the Region from
the Baathist yoke by the
Coalition troops seventeen years
earlier but also to the Kurdish
people itself: “Look at the
structure of the Regional
Government of Kurdistan: it has
many women in it, particularly in
Suleimaniah. Three of the five
project directors are women. This
shows the will of the RGK to have
women members. Kurdistan has a
Constitution that gives rights to
the minorities. We could say that
Kurdistan can serve as a model for
the rest of Iraq ... The Kurds in
Iraqg have suffered greatly.
Nevertheless they have been capable
of enduring and surviving. Today
the Kurds have a variety of natural
resources but the important thing is
the method of using these resources.
Thus the young must be
encouraged to remain in their
country”.

Finally, on the question of the
possibility of installing military
bases in Kurdistan, the US
general fully supported such an
option: “I have always supported
the idea of a US military base in
Iraqi Kurdistan. Not a very big
base, just a little Army base
consisting of an air force and a
brigade of troops. This is important
because it strengthens relations
between the Kurds and America. It
would also send a message to the
countries of the Middle East that
America will stay on a long term
basis to ensure stability” .
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e DIYARBEKIR: THE
STRUGGLE OF THE MAYORS
FOR THE USE OF KURDISH IN
THEIR ADMINISTRATIONS.
In reporting on Diyarbekir, the
Voice of America came round to
the struggle of the former
Mayor of Sur, Abdullah
Demirtas, who had tried to
introduce the use of the Kurdish
language in the services his
municipality offered its citizens.
The publication of information
leaflets in Kurdish resulted in
his being accused of “harming
the public and abuse of authority”
(Article 257 of the Turkish Penal
Code) and of the illegal use of
“anti-Turkish letters”, that is to
say letters that were not
included in the Turkish alphabet
as laid down in Article 222
(originally decreed to repeal the
old Ottoman script and replace
it by the present Latin letters).
Although he escaped
imprisonment, Abdullah
Demirtas was nevertheless
stripped of his elected office,
despite the support of his
electors, the majority of whom
are Kurdish speakers. The use of
Kurdish, previously completely
banned, has become authorised
since 1991 — essentially in
private and in non-official
publications. However, it still
faces numerous restrictions,
especially in teaching, the
media, its use in public and in
administration.

“When I was elected”, recalls
Abdullah Demirtas, “I ordered an
enquiry among the people. An
enormous majority wished to have
access to municipal services in its
mother tongue, that is 72% in
Kurdish, 24% in Turkish and 2%
in Arabic. Consequently I ordered
that information on training and
on municipal services should be
given in these languages. However,
the Minister of the Interior
considered this was illegal, since
Turkish is the only official
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language. 1 was dismissed from
office and the authorities found 20
offences to charge me with because
of these publications in Kurdish”.

However, when questioned by
the journalists, the Kurds still
considered Abdullah Demirtas
as their mayor and insisted on
their attachment to their
language — the more so as a
number of them only have a
very poor understanding of
Turkish. Thus Z. Corun, a 70-
year old Kurdish woman, grew
up in a Kurdish village at a time
when very few girls ever went
to school. She and her family
were forcibly displaced to
Diyarbekir about fifteen years
ago when their village was
burnt down by the Turkish
Army in its fight against the
PKK. In addition to the
hardness of adapting to an
urban environment, marred by
poverty and violence, linguistic
difficulties added to the distress
of these uprooted peasants: “I
was so happy when the mayor
introduced these services in
Kurdish”, Z. Corun recalls. “Till
then everything official was in
Turkish. When I needed help for my
husband, who was ill, 1 was afraid
that they would laugh at me when 1
tried to speak in Turkish. It’s
humiliating at my age. But with
our mayor everything was different.
The officials greeted us in Kurdish.
All the information was in our
language. It changed my life. Oh
well — when we get a good mayor
who does something for the people
the State always gets rid of him”.

Although some measures have
been taken officially, by the
government, to lighten the
interdictions weighing on
Kurdish — principally because
of the injunctions of the
European Union — the bulk of
the Turkish political caste
remains strongly opposed to the
official use of Kurdish.

According to Kemal Kirisci,
lecturer of political science at
Istanbul’s Bosporus University,
this opposition is principally
based on the fear of the
country’s disintegration: “Who is
really Turkish in the ethnic
meaning of the term? If you scratch
the surface of any Turk, you 1l soon
find that underneath many of us
are descended from Bosniacs,
Tartars, Turks from the Balkans,
Pomaks, perhaps Arabs in the
South-East — and of course Kurds.
Such a social composition generates
considerable anxiety amongst the
officialdom, because they think that
if they give a special status to one
group, then the next thing will be
that others will want the same” .

However, for the last 85 years,
that is to say since the
foundation of the Republic, all
the fears and nervous twitches
of the Turkish republic have
been unable o resolve the
problem raised by the constant
demands of the Kurds and an
identity that resists all the
policies (often very brutal) of
assimilation. Without a radical
change of policy towards the
Kurdish problem there is little
chance that this state of more or
less open war will be reduced in
Turkish Kurdistan.

“I met a mayor in London”, recalls
Abdullah Demirtas, “and I asked
him if it was a crime to supply
information in languages other
than English. He replied that it was
not a crime at all. What seems
normal in the rest of the world is
illegal here. But I think that the
strength of any society is in its
diversity. It breaks my heart to hear
myself having to say, all my life,
that 1 am a Turk and that my
mother tongue is Turkish”.
Because he denied this lie the
former mayor of Sur found
himself described as a terrorist
— like so many of his fellow
countrymen.
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AP o i ot e e o man

7 gisements en exploitation — sur les 80
mis au jour dans le pays alors que des
régions entiéres n’ont méme jamais enco-
re été prospectées — pourrait permettre
de doubler pratiquement la production
en cinq ans. Selon David Fyfe, un analys-
te de ’Agence, la simple mise en produc-
tion des champs découverts et non exploi-
tés permettrait a 'Irak d’atteindre 6 mil-
lions de barils/jours, c’est-a-dire un peu

feNionde

Mardi 17 juillet 2008

EN IRAK, l'industrie du racket et du rapt
est devenue P'une des plus prospeéres et
vise tout particuliérement une commu-
nauté chrétienne qui a pourtant déja
payé un lourd tribut a la guerre. Dans ce
pays ou elle est trés antérieure a celle de
Iislam, la présence chrétienne n’est plus
que de 600 000 personnes (3 % dela
population). Outre le dynamitage d’une
quinzaine d’églises depuis quatre ans 4
Bagdad, 3 Mossoul et 4 Kirkouk, 16 pré-
tres et évéques ont été enlevés. Quatre
ont été tués, dont Pun d’entre eux égorgé.
M* Faraj Rahho, archevéque chaldéen
de Mossoul, enlevé le 29 février, a été
retrouvé mort (avec trois autres jeunes
hommes) le 13 mars. )

Malgré les protestations internationa-
les suscitées par ce dermer assassinat, les
pressions et les intimidations ont repris,
aprés quelques semaines d’accalmie. Les
responsables des Eglises irakiennes se
plaignent de campagnes de harcélement
visant les évéques, les prétres, les reli-
gieux, responsables de communautés
chrétiennes réputées mieux orgamisées,
plus solvables et plus vulnérables. Ils crai-
gnent le retour 2 la jezzia (capitation), ce
mot des premiers temps de Pislam qui,
dans la bouche des fondamentalistes,

. désigne encore la contribution financiére

_ des chrétiens — et autres non-musul-
mans — 4 effort de guerre sainte, djihad,
alaquelle ils ne peuvent participer.

« Nous sommes appelés au téléphone
nuit et jour par des voix anornymes, deve-
nus les otages de visages inconnus », se
plaint M¥ Georges Casmoussa, archeveé-
que syriaque catholique de Mossoul
(70 000 chrétiens), récemment invité au
Parlement européen, puis a Paris par
Pax Christi et '(Euvre d’Orient. « Ces
appels ne sont pas forcément menagants, et
sont méme parfois polis. Malis il s’agit tou-
jours de nous soutirer de Uargent », ajoute

plus de la moitié de la production saou-’

dienne qui s’établitactuellement 4 un peu

plus de 9,3 millions de barils/jours.
Quand on sait qu'une étude du Cato

Institute, un centre de recherche libéral

américain, estime que 1% seulement
d’augmentation de la production globale
de pétrole (autour de 83 millions de
barils/jour) peut provoquer une baisse de
10 % sur les prix, onimagine ce que la plei-

_nerentrée de PTrak surleinarché interna-

tional pourrait produire. D’autant, affir-
mait récemment Hussein Sharistani, que
les réserves « probables », quoique non
encore « prouvées », de PlIrak, pour-
raient en fait dépasser les 220 milliards .
de barils. &
. PATRICE CLAUDE

Phomme d’Eglise. Tous les prétextes
sont bons : une aide humanitaire, un
secours pour des malades, des blessés,
une opération chirurgicale,etc.
Ces appels anonymes, émanant de
personnes informées des activités de la
communauté chrédenne, des jours de
quéte et de la générosité des fidéles,
réclament parfois des « sommes exorbi-
tantes ». Ils viennent de « résistants »
qui invoquent Peffort de « guerre sain-
_te » auquel chaque Irakien serait tenu,

d’une maniére ou d’une autre, de contri-

buer. Ils savent en outre que les respon-
sables du clergé chrétien ne quitteront

pas le pays, 4 la différence de leurs fide-
les, contraints souvent par Pinsécurité et
la situation économique & partir. L'inti-
midation verbale fait place parfois a la
menace d’enlévement : « Quand la pres-
sion ne fait pas d’effet, les griffes sortent »,
souligne M® Casmoussa.

« Coups mortels »

Ces tentatives de rangonnement préoc-
cupent de plus en plus le clergé et contri-
buent au « calvaire » qu’il dit subir dans
un pays ot toutes les plamites se heur-
tent a 'impuissance des autorités loca-
les. Evéques et prétres cherchent i s’en
sortir « par la diplomatie, quelques bons
mots et la patience ». Obligés de « mar-

chander »,1ils acceptent des dépannages
financiers pour de « seuls motifs
humains ». Interrogé sur sa propre réac-
tion, I'archevéque de Mossoul dit avec
humour : « Nos trois lignes de téléphone
ne marchent plus, mais nous ne les faisons

* pas réparer. »

Las, il s’emporte : « Ce ne sont pas des

_adversaires que nous avons en face de nous

et auxquels nous pourrions répondre en
vérité. Nous voudrions voir des visages, plu-
tot qu’entendre des voix inconnues. Quels
personnages se camouflent derriére ces

L'industrie du rac]{et:_vise de plus en plus
les responsables de la communauté chrétienne

coups de fil ? » Céder ou résister ? Beau-
coup de chrétiens pensent, en Irak, que
Cest pour avoir refusé ce chantage que
MF Rahho, archevéque de Mossoul, a été
enlevé et assassiné. Mais son collégue
syriaque catholique dit n’en détenir aucu-
ne preuve. « Il n’y a eu aucune enquéte
sur cet assassinat », se lamente-t-il
Cette insécurité altére e climat de
« convivialité » qui existait entre ces chré-
tiens de Mossoul ou de Bagdad, les nota-
bles musulmans et les autorités civiles.
« Les menaces viennent peut-étre de stm-
ples racketteurs, de pécheurs en eaux trou-
bles ou de fondamentalistes, mais ils nous
donnent des coups mortels-», conclut
MF® Casmoussa, qui he voit guére d’ave-
nir pacifique pour les siens : « Avec les
bombardements d’églises et les enlévernents
de prétres, avec le retour d un régime de
“dhimmitude” [tolérance .
condescendante], avec un exode qui conti-
nue, les chrétiens d’Trak sont en train derée-
crire Phistoire de ceux de Turquie quand, d
la fin de la premiére guerre, tout le suddece
pays fut vidé de ses populations chrétiennes,
pourtant de trés vieille implantation. St
cela se produisait, ce serait une terrible
catastrophe pour UIrak et le monde. » ®
HENRI TINCQ
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U.S. helped Iragis on oil contracts

Scope of advisers’ influence on decisions remains unclear

By Andrew E. Kramer

A group of American advisers led by
a small State Department team played
an integral part in drawing up con-

- tracts between ‘the Iragi government
* and five. major Western oil companies

“ largest oil field. The country has pre- -

to develop some of the largest fields in
Iraq, U.S. officials say.

The disclosure, on the eve of the con-
tracts’ announcement, is the first con-
firmation of such direct Bush adminis-
tration involvement and is sure to stoke
criticism of the deals. On Monday, Iraq
invited bids for the development of its

" qualified 41 foreign firms.

In their role as advisers to the.Iraqi 0il
Ministry, U.S. government lawyers and
private sector consultants provided tem-

; plate contracts and detailed suggestions

; on drafting the contracts, advisers and a -

. senior State Department official said.

It is unclear how much influence
their work had .on the Iraq1 011 Min-
istry’s decisions. -

The advisers themselves, who along
with the diplomatic official spoke only

on condition of anonymity, said that’

their involvement was only to help an

- understaffed Iraqi ministry with tech-
- nical and legal details of the contracts

"and that they in no way helped to
" choose which companies got the deals.

Repeated inquiries left with.the Oil

Ministry’s press office were not re- -

turned.
At a time of nsmg oil prices, the no-

- bid contracts, which were expected to

- be awarded Monday to Exxon Mobil,.

Shell, BP, Total and Chevron as well as
several smaller 0il companies, are
coming as a rare prize to the industry
in a country with some of the world’s
largest untapped fields and potential
for vast profits.-

The deals have been criticized by bp-
ponents of the Iraq war, who accuse the
Bush administration- of working be-

hind the scenes to ensure Western ac- .

cess to Iraqi oil fields even as most oth-
er oil exporting countries have been
sharply limiting the roles of interna-
tional oil companies in development.

Though enriched by high prices, the.

companies are starved for new fields.
The U.S. government, too, has eagerly
encouraged investment anywhere in
the world that could bring new oil on-
line to alleviate the exceptlonally'tight
global supply, which is a cause of high
prices.

Iraq is particularly attractive in that

" light, because in addition to its vast re-

serves, it also has the potential to bring
new sources of oil onto.the market rel-

, atively cheaply. This potential is closer
..to being realized as sabotage on oil ex-
i port pipelines has. declined with im-

proved security. U.S. military officials
say the pipelines now have excess capa-

‘city, waiting for output to increase.

But any perception of U.S. meddling

in Irag’s oil policies threatens to fur- -

ther inflame opinion against the
United States, particularly in Arab
countries that are skeptical of Amerl-
can intentions in Iraq

“We pretend it'is not a centerpiece of
our motlvatlon, yet we keep confirm-
ing that it is,” said Frederick Barton, se-
nior adviser at the Center for Strategic
and International Studies, a research
organization in Washington. “And we
undermine our own veracity by citing
issues like sovereignty, when we have
our hands right in the middle of it.”

U.S. officials are directly advising
Iraq on a host of issues, from electricity
to education. But they have av01ded the

‘We undermine our own
veracity by citing issues
Tike sovereignty.’

.hmehght ‘when questlons turn to how

Iraq should manage its vast oil endow-

ment, insisting that it is'a decision that -

must be left to the Iragi government.
The State Department advisers on the

Western contracts say they purposely

avoid trying to shape Iraqi policy.
“They have not negotlated with the
international oil companies since the
1970s,” said the senior State Depart-
ment-official, who was speaking about
Iraqi oil officials and who was directly

involved in shaping U.S. energy policy -

in Iraq.
The advice on the drafting of the

- contracts was not binding, he said, and
- sometimes the ministry chose to ig-

nore it. “The ministry did not have to
take our advice,” he said, noting that
the Iragis had also-turned to the Nor-
wegian government for counsel. “It has
been their sole decision.”

The advisers say they were not in-
volved in advancing the oil companies’
interests but rather treated.the Oil Min-
istry as a client, the State'Department

official said. “I do not see this as a con-

flict of interest,” he said.

‘A potential area of criticism,
however, is that only Western compa-
nies got the bigger oil contracts. In par-
tlcular, Russian companies that have
experience in Iraq and had sought de-
velopment contracts are still waiting.

Earlier in the occupation of Irag, U.S. -

advisers supported the Oil Ministry’s
effort to dismiss claims by the Russian
company Lukoil to a large deal from
the era of Saddam Hussein. The min-
istry maintains that-Saddam’s govern-

ment. canceled the contract three.

months before the invasion.
Lukoil says the attempt to cancel the

deal was illegal because Saddam had
not appealed to international arbitra-
tion first, as requu'ed in the contract
terms. »
The new oil contracts have become a 3
significant political issue within the '
United States.

Three Democratic senators, led by
Charles Schumer of New York, sent a
letter to the State Department last week

‘asking that the deals be delayed until
the Iraqgi Parliament passed a hydrocar- .

bons law outlining the distribution of
oil revenues and reguilatory matters.
“They contend that the contracts

" could deepen political tensions in Iraq

and endanger American soldiers.
This assertion prompted objections
by the Bush administration and -the

secretary of state, Condoleezza Rice,

who said the deals were purely com-
mercial matters.

Dana Perino, the White House'

spokeswoman, said, “Iraq is a sovetreign

country, and it can make decisions

" based ‘on how it feel§ that it wants to
- move forward in its development of its

oil resources.”

" Rice, speaking earlier on Fox News,
said: “The United States government
has stayed out of the matter of award-
ing the Iraq oil contracts. It s a private .
sector matter.”

* Advisers from the State, Commerce,
Energy and Interior departments are -
assigned to work with the Iragi Oil Min-
istry, according to the senior diplomat..
In addition, the U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development has contracted
with Management Systems Interna-
tional, a Washington consulting firm,
to advise the oil and other ministries.

The agency program is called Tat-
weer, the Arabic word for develop-

. ment.

.Samir Abid, a Canadian of Iraqgi ori-
gin and employee of the Tatweer pro-
gram, said in"an interview, “The legal
department of the Ministry of Oil
passed us a draft of the contract. They
passed it to us and asked for our com-
ments because we were mentonng
them.

“It was-an exercise in’ deciding how
best to do these contracts. I don’t know
if they used our comments or not.”

In a statement, the Agency for Inter-
national Development said its advisers
had reviewed the oil company con-
tracts, known as Technical Support
Agreements contracts: “At the request
of the Ministry of Oil, the Tatweer En-
ergy Team has done a review of the for-
mat, structure and clarity of language
of blank draft contracts.”

The statement said that the team did
not have access to confidential infor-
mation from the oil companies. The ad-
vice, consultants said, was necessary
because the Oil Ministry has suffered
from an exodus of qualified employees.
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Turkish Orthodox Patriarchate; and Sami
Hostan, a key figure in the Susurluk investiga-
tion. Ali Yasak, a well-known gangster linked to
the figures in the Susurluk incident, was also
detained in the operation.

Ayisigi and Sarikiz

A Turkish political newsweekly closed in April in
2007 after its owner said he couldn't handle
police harassment after the magazine published
reports revealing that former force commanders
had plotted to overthrow the AK Party.

The March 29, 2007 issue of Nokta magazine
had published lengthy excerpts from a diary
allegedly written by former Navy Forces Com-
mander Adm. Ozden Ornek. According to the
diary, some former force commanders had
planned two separate coups with the code-
names Sarikiz (Blonde Girl) and Ayisigi (Moon-
light). After the story, the magazine's offices
were raided by the police for three days as part
of an investigation by the public prosecutor's
office in Istanbul's Bakirkdy district, acting on a

complaint filed by Ornek.

Initially, Adm. Ornek had admitted the diary
belonged to him; however, following widespread
public attention and reactions against the reports
of the coup attempt, Ornek later said the diary
was not his.

The magazine's editor-in-chief, Alper Gérmis,
was tried, risking up to seven years in prison for
"publicly slandering and insulting Adm. Ornek,"
but was acquitted.

Unitedf‘resks International

ANKARA, Turkey. July 1, 2008 (UP]) -- U.S. Ambassador to Tur-
key Ross Wilson denied media claims U.S. covert operation agencies
worked with a Kurdish separatist group.

Seymour Hersh wrote in the latest edition of The New Yorker magazine
that the CIA and Special Forces units within the U.S. military worked with
the Kurdistan Workers' Party, or PKK, and the Party of Free Life of Kurdis-
tan, or PJAK, to target Iranian interests.

"The Kurdish party, PJAK, which has also been reported to be covertly
supported by the United States, has been operating against Iran from
bases in northern Iraq for at least three years," he wrote.

Speaking to reporters in Ankara, Wilson said the United States does not

U.S. denies supporting PKK rebels

work with either group as they are listed by the U.S. State Department as
foreign terrorist organizations, Today's Zaman noted.

"The U.S. does not cooperate with PJAK. We have no relations with
PJAK. We look at PJAK as a terrorist organization," he said.

PJAK and PKK militants operate in northern Iraq Kurdistan and along the
border with Iran. The Turkish military launched a major offensive against
PKK fighters in December using U.S.-supplied intelligence regarding rebel
movements.

The issue of intelligence sharing sparked a dispute between Washington
and Ankara when Turkish military officials revealed they had shared intel-
ligence with Iran regarding PKK activity.

United Press International

MOSUL, Iraq, July 2, 2008 (UPI) -

An alleged affiliate of al-Qaida in Iraq addressed a letter to the
Assyrian community in Mosul warning them against cooperating
with the United States.

A group calling itself "The Battalion of Just Punishment, Jihad
Base in Mesopotamia" sent a letter to churches in northern Iraq
threatening the Assyrian community for collaborating with U.S.
forces and for seeking to establish an autonomous police force,
Assyrian International News Agency said Wednesday.

"We caution and warn anyone who tries to rob us through deal-
ings with the Americans or through the spreading of American
forces and/or police to protect the Holy Shrines in the Islamic

Sunni group warns Assyrians in Mosul

Republic of Iraq, that these shrines would remain target of the
freedom fighters," the AINA translation of the letter read.

The Assyrian community in northern Iraq witnessed widespread
persecution since the 2003 U.S.-led invasion of Iraq, particularly
from Islamic militant groups such as Al-Qaida.

"We remind the dhimmi people that Iraq is for the noble Iragis
and not for how you are now," the letter said, using the Koranic
term for those with fewer legal and social rights than Muslims
under Shariah law.

Assyrian analysts who have seen the letter said some of its ref-
erences suggest it came from Ansar Al-Islam, the Kurdish group
allegedly linked to al-Qaida.

REUTERS B |

July 2, 2008 - BAGHDAD (Reuters})

Iraq will have time to hold provincial elections before the end of the year if
parliament passes a new electoral law this month, the U.N. special represen-
tative to Baghdad said on Wednesday.

Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki has said the polls, seen as crucial to national
reconciliation, will be held on Oct 1. But legislators said last month there was
little chance of getting the law passed soon enough to allow preparations for a
vote by then.

"We can indeed have elections before the end of the year if parliament ap-
proves the electoral law before the end of July,” U.N. envoy Staffan de Mistura
told reporters after meeting Maliki.

"There is no reason for this electoral law not to be approved because most of
the issues can be solved. We still have one month but it is a crucial month.”
Parliament is scheduled to take a summer recess in August.

The electoral commission has said it needs three months to prepare once the
law has been passed. The United Nations is providing technical assistance to
the commission.

Washington says the elections will promote reconciliation by boosting the
participation of minority Sunni Arabs in politics. Sunni Arabs boycotted the last
local polls in January 2005.

Analysts say the elections will also be the battleground for a fierce power
struggle among majority Shi'ites.

Lawmakers have said debate on the provincial elections law has bogged down
over a dispute between Arab and Kurdish lawmakers over what to do about
voting in the disputed oil rich city of Kirkuk in northern Iraq.

The fate of the Kurdish city Kirkuk, is already one of the most divisive issues in

UN: Still time for Iraq local elections this year

Iraq.

Minority Kurds, who control the northern autonomous Kurdistan region, see
Kirkuk as their ancient capital and want a constitutionally mandated referen-
dum to be held to decide its status. Arabs encouraged to move there under
Saddam Hussein want the city to stay under Baghdad and have been wary of a
vote.

Kirkuk city is historically a Kurdish city and it lies just south border of the
Kurdistan autonomous region, the population is a mix of majority Kurds and
minority of Arabs, Christians and Turkmen. lies 250 km northeast of Baghdad.
Kurds have a strong cultural and emotional attachment to Kirkuk, which they
call "the Kurdish Jerusalem.”

The article 140 in Iragi constitution calls for conducting a census to be followed
by a referendum to let the inhabitants decide whether they would like Kirkuk to
be annexed to the autonomous Iraqi Kurdistan region or having it as an inde-
pendent province. )

These stages were supposed to end on December 31, 2007, a deadline that
was later extended to six months, July 2008.

The former regime of Iraqi President Saddam Hussein had forced over
250,000 Kurdish residents to give up their homes to Arabs in the 1970s, to
"Arabize" the city and the region’s oil industry. In a statement, Maliki said it
was necessary to hold the elections on time.

The issue of Kirkuk should not hinder the process, he said.

The separate referendum on Kirkuk's status was supposed to have been held
before the end of 2007 but was delayed for six months because few prepara-
tions had been carried out. The latest deadline for the referendum has also
elapsed.
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Warnings
continue
to fly over
Iran crisis
Diplomacy is key,
Bush says, but force
- remains ‘on the table’

By Brian Knowlton

WASHINGTON: With tension and
warnings continuing to swirl around
Iran and its nuclear program, President
George W. Bush said again Wednesday
that the United States continued to
prefer diplomacy but that, as always,
“all options are on the table.”

When asked about the threat by Iran
to disrupt oil shipments through the
Strait of Hormuz if it were attacked,
Bush spoke emphatically: “I have al-
ways said that all options are on table,
but the first option for the United States
is to solve this problem diplomatically.

is why we’ve been pursuing multi-
diplomacy” in an effort to re-
e Iranian nuclear standoff.

lish also-acknowledged that it had
been a “tough month” in Afghanistan
— mote U.S. and coalition troops died
re in June than in-any month since
forcesinvaded in 2001, making it
the second straight month that combat
deaths.exceeded those in Iraq. :

ButBush said it had been difficult for
the Taliban and Al Qaeda as well, and
he declined to say whether he might or-

-der more troops sent there before the
end of the year, weeks before his presi-
dency comes to a close.

The president’s comments came as

sheitoek questions from reporters while .

explaining his hopes for the summit
meeting next week in Japan of the
Group of 8 industrialized countries,

which is expected to focus on soaring.

global energy prices, the food crisis af-
fecting many countries, climate
change, trade and terrorism.

The meeting begins Monday in Toy-

ako on the northern island of Hokkaido.
Bush’s comments on Iran essentially
restated administration policy, but they
came as the region has seen a succes-
sion of warnings, threats and, this
week, a perplexingly cooperative tone
from some in Tehran.
When U.S. officials said that an Is-
raeli military exercise last-month ap-
" peared to be a rehearsal for a potential
air attack on Iran’s nuclear facilities,
Tehran threatened that an assault
might lead it to close the Strait of Hor-

~ Herald wazz Tribune

INTERNATIONAL,

Thursday, July 3, 2008

muz, a choke point at the mouth of the

.Gulf through which 40 percent of the .

world’s oil passes.

Then, on Wednesday, the command-
er of U.S. naval forces in the Gulf said
the US. Navy and its regional allies
would stop any such Iranian action.
“We will not allow Iranto closeit,” Vice
Admiral Kevin Cosgriff, commander of

- the 5th Fleet, said after a regional secu-

rity meeting in Abu Dhabi, The Associ-
ated Press reported.

Asked whether he would discourage .

Israel from attacking Iran, Bush said
Wednesday that he had made it “very
clear to all parties that the first option”
should be diplomatic.

He again warned Tehran that it would
face increasing isolation if it continued
its nuclear enrichment activities.

Later, at a Pentagon briefing, Admiral .

Mike Mullen, chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, underscored the U.S.
preference for diplomatic pressure, say-
ing it would be “extremely stressful” for
a severely stretched U.S. military to be
drawn into a fight with Iran.

Two top Iranian officials have sound-
ed conciliatory notes in recent days
about the prospects for ending the nu-
clear impasse. _

In New York, Foreign Minister Man-
. ouchehr -Mottaki said Wednesday that

he did not believe that-Israel -or the
United States would attack while the

United States was bogged down in Af- -

ghanistan and Iraq, and amid strains
within the Israeli government. “We do
not foresee such a possibility at the mo-
ment,” he told The AP, saying that for
Israel to launch an attack now would be
“craziness.”

In Tehran, Ali Akbar Velayati, a top
adviser to the supreme leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei, warned Tuesday against

_ “provocative” remarks on the standoff. .

The violence in Afghanistan has
surged as American deaths in Iraq have
dropped. Among the U.S.-led forces in
the two countries, 46 service members

- were killed last month in Afghanistan,

compared with 31 in Iraq.
“It has been a tough ronth in Af-
ghanistan but it has also been a tough

‘It has been a tough
month in Afghanistan but
it has also been a tough
month for the Taliban.’

month for the Taliban,” Bush said. “One
reason why there have been mote
deaths is because our troops are taking
the fight to a tough enemy.”

Senior military leaders have pledged
to increase the number of troops in Af-
ghanistan next year. But in the mean-
time, Bush said, “We’re constantly re-

viewing troop needs, troop levels.” A
recent Pentagon report painted a stark

picture of security inside the country —
amilitant force that had “coalesced into
a resilient insurgency” and a central
government in Kabul that still could not
extend its reach into the hinterlands.

Roughly 32,000 American troops are
deployed in Afghanistan, up from
25000 in 2005. The Pentagon is now
considering sending an additional 7000
troops. The coalition also includes
38,000 troops from dozens of other
countries who are operating under
NATO leadership.

Still, U.S. commanders in Kabul and
military officials in Washington have
said that coalition force levels were still |
too low. ) : '

Defense Secretary Robert Gates has
repeatedly urged NATO nations to com-
mit more troops, but his pleas have
brought few results. ‘

Intelligence reports describe an in-
creasingly complex enemy. The Penta-

"gon report released last week describes -

the potential for “two distinct insurgen- .
cies in Afghanistan™ a Taliban-led in-
surgency based in the southern city of
Kandahar, and a confederation of mili-
tant groups in eastern Afghanistan that
occasionally finds refuge in Pakistan’s
tribal areas. .

U.S. military and intelligence offi-
cials are almost unanimous about the
most - significant factor fueling the
Afghan insurgency: The ability of mili-
tant groups to operate with relative im-
punity inside Pakistan.

On economic "issues, Bush again
defended his administration’s support
for a “strong dollar,” even as the cur-
rency’s decline has contributed to re-
cord gas prices at home, and said that
any climate change agreement with
mandatory goals could only be effective
if it included fast-growing India and
China, a persistent sticking point.

He also urged the G-8 countries to
show “accountability” on their earlier
commitments, linking that to an issue
he hopes will represent a signal foreign
achievement of his presidency: pro-
gress against HIV and AIDS n Africa.

“We need people who not only make
promises but write checks,” Bush said.
“Accountability is really important
when it comes to our work on the conti-
nent of Africa.” ‘

Yet even as he said he feared tha
some countries might backtrack on the
aid they promised at the G-8 meeting in
Scotland in 2005, the reauthorization of
his administration’s own aid program
remains stalled in Congress amid ob-
jections from some Republicans over its
cost.
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“focal point of anti-secular activity.”
The Constitutional Court struck
down the move, saying that it violated
secularism, and upheld the ban, a de-
cision that was a major defeat for Er-
dogan. : '
CHP, the opposition party, says Er- .

dogan is packing ministries with his
own people and must be stopped to pre-
serve the secular nature of Turkey. Yet
Erdogan says he also wants a secular

state,one with more freedoms for its cit-
. 1zens. o

- Turkey’s current struggle is the latest

" chapter in a history that began in the.

" ing the religious hierarchy.

1920s, when Mustafa Kemal Ataturk,
- looking toward Europe, destroyed all

connections to the East, changing the

" alphabet into Latin letters, placing

mosques under state control and crush-

- (Reuters, AP, IHT)

- BAGHDAD:
 Hoshyar Zebari of Iraq appeared to lay

Hcralbg%fji%;i;@ribnme M
Iraqi hints
at delay on
troop deal
with U.S.

Security agréement

faces many hurdles

By Alissa J. Rubin

Foreign Minister
the groundwork Wednesday for the
possibility of a delay in the strategic se-
curity agreement under negotiation
with the United States, which expires at

‘the end of the year.

At a news conference in Baghdad, Ze-
bari said that intense negotiations un-
der way since early March had made
headway, but that many difficult issues
had yet to be decided, like the extent of
Iraqi control over American operations
and the right of American soldiers de-
ployed here to detain suspects.

“The Americans cannot stay in Iraq
without a legal authorization,” after the
United Nations mandate expires on

Dec. 31, Zebari said. “We have three op-

tions: either we conclude a Status of
Forces Agreement; or we have an inter-
im agreement until a SOFA can be com-
pleted; or we go back to the Security
Council at the end of the year and ask
for another extension,” he said.

An interim agreement, he said, could
take the form of a memorandum of un-
derstanding and related documents,
which would be less extensive than a
formal security agreement.

Zebari’s remarks were the most de-
tailed public statement he has given
about the negotiations with the United
States over the future status of Ameri-

can forces in Iraq, now in its sixth year

‘of War-that.began with the American-

led overthrow of Saddam Husseinin the-
spring of 2003.

There was no immediate comment
from the U.S. government about Ze-
bari’s remarks. The Bush administra-
tion has said it expects to conclude an
agreement, possibly by the end of this

, month.

On Tuesday, Zebari told Iraqi law-
makers that the Americans had capitu-
lated on one area of contention in the
negotiations: the legal status of private
security contractors in the country. He
said the United States had agreed to lift
immunity for them, so they would be
subject to prosecution under Iraqi laws.

The private security companies, like -
Blackwater USA, have reputations of
using excessive force in protecting dip-
lomatic and other foreign- clients, and
currently enjoy immunity from Iraqi -
law. That immunity became a political
issue . after a Blackwater shooting in -
Baghdad in September left 17 Iraqis
dead. :

INTERNATIONAL

Heral§ 85 Tribune
Emirates
forgives
Iraqi debt
Gift equals $7 billion,

according to official

The Associated Press

ABU DHABI: The United Arab Emir-
ates canceled Irag’s debt Sunday and
moved to restore a full diplomatic mis-
sion in Baghdad.

The development was considered ev-

idence of improved security in Irag and
growing acceptance of its Shiite-led
government by an Arab world dominat-
ed by Sunni Muslims. )

The debt forgiveness and the naming
of a new United Arab Emirates ambas-
sador to Iraq were announced by the

Abu Dhabi government shortly . after

- Prime Minister Nuri Kamal al-Maliki

July 7 2008

of Iraq began a visit to the wealthy Gulf
" nation. The announcements are certain
. to bolster Maliki’s standing at home.

Maliki, in office since May 2006,

thanked the United Arab Emirates for

" the debt cancellation, telling a meeting
with local businessmen in Abu Dhabi
that it was a “swift and courageous” de-
cision.

The Emirates’ official news agency,
WAM, quoted the nation’s president,
Sheik Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, as
saying he hoped canceling the debt
would lighten the “economic burden”
facing Iragis, whom he urged to unite
behind Maliki’s government.

. The news agency said the debt

_ totaled $4 billion, not counting interest;
an Emirates official who spoke on con-
dition of anonymity because he was not
authorized to speak to the media said it
totaled $7 billion when interest was in-
cluded.

Maliki’s American backers have

pushed Gulf Arab states like the Emir-

ates to restore ties with Iraq. Jordan,
Iraq’s neighbor to the west, named an
ambassador last week, and Kuwait and
Bahrain say they would soon follow suit.
. Meanwhile, a top Iraqi official said
- Sunday that the U.S. side in negotiations

with Iraq on a long-term security pact .

“had presented a list and a timetable for *
military facilities the United States
wants to retain in Iraq. '

" Interior Minister Jawad al-Bolani -

“ said that Iraq wanted to take charge of
the estimated 20,000 detainees in U.S.
custody and that it wanted to curb the

‘authority of the U.S. military to arrest

Iragis. No comment was immediately
available from the U.S. Embassy, which

" had declined in the past to comment on

the negotiations. )
Violence in Iraq is at its lowest level

. in four years, but attacks continue. -

~ As Maliki’s plane landed at Abu Dh-
abi, news broke of an assassination at-
tempt against a Kurdish politician in .
Diyala Province. The politician,
Muhammad Ramadan Issa of the Patri-
otic Union of Kurdistan, and three oth-
er people were wounded when a road- -
side bomb hit their convoy. Seven

" people — Issa’s wife, his mother-in-law;

his brother, two of his sons and two
bodyguards — were killed in the bomb-
ing, according to Sirwan Shukr, a local |
government official. : :

Also Sunday, a car bomb in the north- -

. ern Shiite Baghdad district of Shaab °

killed 6 people and wounded 14, includ- -
ing three police officers, according to -

- police and medical officials.
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Aytar, chargé de recherche i la Fonda-
tion turque des études économiques et
sociales (Tesev). Pour lui, Ia justice est
un frein a la démocratisation de la Tur-
quie. Il a mené une étude avec le sociolo-
gue Mithat Sancar afin d’ausculter et de
définir cet « esprit des juges »,ce compor-
tement de caste supérieure. « La plupart
des magistrats voient les réformes comme
subversives, dit-il. Ils se considérent com-
me les gardiens d’un régime du passé.
. Comme les militaires, ils vivent coupés du
. reste de la société. C'est une dérive un peu
sectaire. »

Quel estle réle d’un magistrat 2 « Pro--

téger les intéréts de Etat », répondent
60 % des juges et procureurs qui ont
rempli le questionnaire des deux cher-
cheurs. « Rendre la justice » arrive bien
apres. Une majorité des magistrats inter-

rogés estiment méme que les droits de-

Phomme peuvent constituer « une mena-
ce pour la sécurité de UEtat ».

Ce comportement est exacerbé dans
le Sud-Est, 3 majorité kurde, et dés qu’il
est question de droit des minorités ou de

liberté religieuse. Dans le collimateur, le - -
. maire kurde de Diyarbakir, Osman Bay-

demir, visé par vingt-quatre procés en
moins de cing ans, pour des motifs tels
que Pinfraction a la loi sur Palphabet ou
la publication de tracts en langue kurde.
« On ne peut pas parler d’un Etat de droit,
en conclut Umit Kardas, un ancien juge
militaire devenu avocat. Les juges et les
procureurs sont les prototypes de Uidéolo-
gie militariste. Et le droit est un instru-
ment. »
"~ Dans son bureau, a Ankara, Constitu-
tion & la main, le vice-président du Haut
Conseil des juges et des procureurs
"(HSYK) réfute tout parti pris politique.
« Nous ne protégeons pas les intéréts de
PEtat, se défend Kadir Ozbek, juge 2 la
Cour de cassation. La polémique avec le
parti au pouvoir est une bataille pour Uin-

dépendance de la justice. Notre réaction

est un réflexe d’autodéfense. Nous
m’aimons pas que le Parlement ou le gou-
. vernement intervienne dans nos affaires. »

Pour sauver « la République en dan- - _ constate-t-il prudemment. La culture du

ger », juges et procureurs font corps. -

'L’AKP, le partl au pouV01r a Ankara,

Physiquement. Comme lors des grands
défilés pour la laicité, en avril 2007,

. devant le mausolée monumental de Mus-

tafa Kemal, pour faire obstacle 4 1a candi-

dature d’Abdullah Giil 4 Ia présidence de
la République. Ils avaient annulé son
élection un mois plus tard. En 2006, ils
étaient descendus en robe de fonction
pour les funérailles de 'un des leurs,
Jjuge au Conseil d’Etat, tué par balles en
pleine audjence par un avocat.

Ce jour-13, ils avaient copieusement
insulté les ministres qui s’étaient ris-
qués aux obséques,  la mosquée Kocate-
pe d’Ankara. Pour eux, le tireur, Alpars-

- lan Aslan, ne pouvait avoir agi que par
fanatisme religieux, et "AKP en était res- .

ponsable. Depuis, une enquéte a été
ouverte contre une cellule d’activistes
ultranationalistes, composée d’anciens

militaires, d’avocats et de journalistes, -

soupconnée d’avoir commandité cette

. attaque pour mettre le feu aux poudres.

ur le campus de 'académie
dejustice, a Ankara, le presti-
_ ge de la profession demeure

» intact. « Oui, nous avons un
réle particulier : protéger la
Constitution et la laicité »,
revendique Nurak Baygiil, une future
juge. Dans cette école de formation de la
magistrature, créée en 2004, les étu-

_ diants se montrent tout de méme bien ,
. plus critiques que leurs ainés. Question
- de génération. « Bien siir, il faut réformer

. lesystéme, admet Serkan Yildiz, apprenti. -

procureur. Et appliquer les standdrds

. européens, notamment sur les droits de a
" Phomme. » .

-L’Union européenne a financé, dans
cette académie, un programme d’ensei-
gnement consacré aux droits de I’hom-

" me et i la jurisprudence de la Cour euro-

péenne de Strasbourg. Maisle directeur
de I'école, Sezai Ural, lui-méme magis-
trat, reconnait devoir faire face i des
résistances idéologiques de la bureaucra-

: tie. « Nous.avons du mal & donner notre

avis sur le contenu de Uenseignement,

* droit aujourd’hui doit étre internationale.
" Leprobléme c’est que, comme les Frangais,

nous sommes trés étatistes. Et les juges
sont toujours les plus orthodoxes. »

A Pécart des manceuvres politiques,
dans les longues allées grises de I'im-
mense palais de justice d’Ankara, la jus-
tice est plus souvent source de crainte
que de respect. Au deuxiéme étage, cou-
loir de gauche, deux femmes, recroque-
villées sur un banc, attendent leurs
maris devant la troisiéme chambre cor-
rectionnelle, Le juge leur a refusé I’accés
a la salle d’audience. A I'intérieur, les

- deux hommes, vendeurs ambulants de

fruits et légumes, sont jugés pour travail
illégal. « En plus, ils ont été tabassés par
les policiers municipaux », gémit Pune
des femmes. Les deux marchands
ressortent furibards, avec une amende
de 2500livres turques (environ
1300 euros). Trois ou quatre mois de
leur salaire.

Plus loin, un homme déambule de
bureau en bureau, une pile de docu-
ments sous le bras. Son fils, raconte ce
retraité de 60 ans, est en prison depuis
2000 pour avoir volé une voiture. « II
n’a toujours pas été jugé, explique Ekrem
Kars. Il a subi des tortures. Je vais déposer
un recours devant la Cour européenne des

. droits de Phomme. » 1l passe le plus clair

de son temps dans ce palais de justice.
« Maintenant tout le monde me connaft
ici. Mais la justice, c’est pour les riches.

 Moi je n°ai qu’une retraite de 520 livres -

turques par mois, et mon fils est en
prison. » .

L’amertume est largement partagée.
Délais d’attente interminables, accueil
du public déplorable.. Les tribunaux
sont loin de satisfaire les attentes.
« L’institution judiciaire doit aussi étre
un service, Or elle n’est pas du tout orientée
vers le citoyen », constate Seda Kalem,
qui a mené une étude baptisée Justice

- Watch pour le centre de recherche sur

les droits de ’homme de 'université Bil-
gi, a Istanbul. Selon elle, 60 % des
citoyens turcs ne croient pas en une jus-
tice équitable.

4 juillet 2008

TURQUIE

. La formation
islamo-conservatrice
est accusée par la justice
de vouloir instaurer
la charia en Turquie.

Istanbul

POUR plaider sa cause, c'est un

avocat aguerri que le Parti de la
justice et du développement
(AKP) a envoyé hier devant les
juges : Cemil Cigek, vice-premier

mlmstre, avait déja assuré la
défense du Parti de la vertu,
défunte formation 1qlamrste dis-

soute par cette méme Cour
constitutionnelle en 2001. Pour -

PAKP, menacée d'interdiction
pour. cause « d'activités antilai-

- ques », cette plaidoirie & huis clos

constitue une étape cruciale dans
la Iutte engagée pour sa survie
politique. L’arrestation, cette

“semaine, -de deux généraux en

retraite, suspectés d’avoir fomen-
té uir plan pour faire tomber le

gouvernement 1slamo conserva-
teur, a exacerbé les tensions.,

Mardi, le procureur général de
la Cour de cassation, a I'origine de
Ia plainte contre ' AKP, a étéle pre- .

mier a presenter ses arguments

aux onze juges: Abdurrahman Yal-
cinkaya a réclamé la fermeture de

la formation du premier ministre,
- Recep Tayyip Erdogan, estimant

qu'elle cherchait & « instaurer un
régime basé sur la charia » en pra-
tiquant la takiye («la dissimula-

tion ») et que ce projet représentait

cherche a echapper al 1nterd1ct10n

« une- menace évidente et immi-
nente ». Selon le magistrat, 'annu-
lation par la Cour constitutionnel- -
le, au mois de juin, des réformes
qui autorisaient le foulard dansles
universités a renforcé ses accusa-
tions contre 'AKP. Cette décision a
largement été percue comme un
sigrie prémonitoire de la dissolu-

tion du Parti de la justice et du
développement.

Secondé par Bekir Bozdag, le .
vice-président du groupe parle-

_mentarre de lAKP -Cemil Cicek,
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devait axer la défense sur les
réformes européennes . renées
par son gouverneric at, 'attache-
mernt 2 la laicité de son parti, et
s'attacher a démontrer que les

- accusations étaient infondées.

Une nouvelle formatmn _
Dans ce procgs, le chef du-

‘ gouvernement et 69 cadres du’

parti sont également visés par
une interdiction dappartenlr a

un parti politique pendant cing
ans. « Le procureur en chef a col-
lecté des preuves en faisant une
recherche sur Google pendant un
week-end », a dénoncé I'AKP dans
sa défense écrite. Le réquisitoire
du procureur de la Cour de cassa-
tion .contre les personnalités de
I'AKP s’appuie .surtout sur des
déclarations ‘parues dans les
médias. « On n'y trouve pas beau-
coup d'actes ou d'actions consti-
tuant la base d'un crime» dit
I'éditorialiste politique Ismet Ber-
kan, qui souligne : « Savoir si les
preuves en sont réellement ne

semble pas zmporter » ni dans ce

proces, ni ‘dans celui’ contre le
parti pro-kurde du DTP. Egale-
ment menacé de fermeture, cette
fois-ci pour «activités contre la
souveraineté de U'Etat ».

L’AKP, qui pourrait étre fixée
sur son sort cet été, semble déja
convaincue qu’elle va perdre la
procédure. Le ministére de I'Inté-

rieur a indiqué qu'une demande

avait été déposée pour enregistrer
une nouvelle formation politique.
Le Nouveau. Parti, symbolisé par
un soleil, serait le successeur de
I'AKP et de son embléme en for-
me d’ampoule électrique. .

LAURE MAR_CHAND

‘Arrestations

La Turquie écartelée

entre Islamistes et laics

Jour aprés jour, le bras de fer'se
durdit entre les deux Turquie,
opposant les laico-kémalistes de
la haute bureaucratie et de I'ar-
mée avec les islamo- conserva-
teurs au pouvoir de 'AKP (Parti
de la justice et du développe-
ment) du. Premier ministre,

Recep Tayylp Erdogan. - v

A travers T'appareil d'Etat et
par juges interposés, chaque
camp tente de prendre I'avan-
tage. dln’y a pas une tentative de
coup d’Etat mais deux», s’in-
quiéte le grand quotidien Hiir-

riyet, alors que les milieux éco-

nomiques se préoccupent des
risques de déstabilisation de ce
pays qui, depuis octobre 2005,

aentamé les négociations d’ad- -

hésion avec 1'Union euro-

Les milieux économlques se .
préoccupent des risques de
déstabilisation de ce pays qui,
depuis octobre 2005, a entamé
les négociations d'adhésion avec

I’Umon européenne.

'péenne. Un coup de filet mené
‘dans les milieux laics, héritiers
proclamés de Mustapha Ke-
mal, qui fonda une république
jacobine sur les décombres de
I’Empire ottoman, a encore ac-
‘cru la tension. «C'est un coup

d’Etat de VAKP», s’insurge De-
‘nyz Baykal, leader du trés ké-
maliste Parti républicain du

peuple, principale force de

T'opposition. La Cour constitu-
tionnelle examine par ailleurs
depuis mars une requéte d'in-
terdiction pour «activités anti-

laiques» de TAKP, le parti au

pouvoir depuis 2002, qui a

triomphé 3 nouveau en

‘juillet 2007 en remportant 47%
:des voix. Les libéraux et 'AKP
‘dénoncent depuis des mois ce
-«coup d’Etat judiciaires. '
'Chaos. Le parquet d'Istanbula -
“confirmé hier les inculpations

de deux généraux retraités,
Hursit Tolon et Sener Eruygur,

ancien patron de la gendarme- -
rie, pour «avoir constitué et di-
rigé une bande armées. Ils:.
‘avaient été interpellés mardi :
:en méme temps que dix-neuf
.autres personnalités, dont Ie
.président de la chambre de
- commerce et d’idustrie d’An- .
“kara et Mustafa Balbay, chefdu

bureau d’Ankara du quotidien
Cumhunyet porte-voix du ké-
malisme de gauche Tous sont

accusés de liens avec I'organi-

sation Ergenekon —du nom du
berceau mythique du peuple

turc en Asie centrale— qui

aurait _»planiﬁé des attentats
pour créer le chaos instaurant
-le climat favorable a un coup
d’Etat. '

Représailles. Par trois fois-

-en 1960, 1971 et 1980, I'ar-

mée avait pris le pouvoireten

1997 ses pressions entrainé-
rent la démission du Premier
ministre islamiste Necmettin
Erbakan. Ces interpellations se
sont déroulées au moment
méme o, devantla Cour cons-
tltutlonnelle le procureur gé-
néral de la Cassa-
tion exposait son

tre le parti au
pouvoir. 11 de-
mandait notam-
ment l'interdic-
tion d’activité
politique pour 71 dirigeants,

- dont le Premier ministre, Re-

cep Tayyip Erdogan et le prési-

* dent de 1a République, Abdul-
Jah Gil. PAKP assure avoir

renoncé a l'islamisme et se
pose en force démocrate

‘proeuropéenne, mais ses ad-
versaires soupgonnent lé parti -
de mener une islamisation -
rampante du pays. Ainsi ce

parti avait levé, en février, I'in-
terdiction du port du foulard a

I'université, mesure qui fut fi-

nalement bloquée par la Cour
constitutionnelle.

Pour beaucoup d’obselvateurs,
il ne fait guére de doute que ces -

rebondissements dans I'affaire
Ergenekon sont. des repré
sailles de 'AKP contre ses ad-

réquisitoire con- . ‘ ET.>
' - Le conflitestau seinméme de

{'versaires daicards>. Commen-
-cée il y a treize mois, cette

enquéte a déja entrainé une

quarantaine d’inculpations et

- suscite de nombreuses interro-
" gations, notamment en raison
~ dublack-out officiel entourant

1a procédure: «Veut-on démante-
ler une organisation terroriste ou
veut-on intimider un bloc qui
meéne l'opposition la plus virulente
contre 'AKP?» s’interroge Ru-

‘sen Cakir, intellectuel libéral et-

spécialiste de I'islam politique

ture, relevant dans un éditorial
du quotidien Vatan qu’il s’agit
avant tout d’une lutte de pou-

Voir: cLes personnes et les institu-’
“tions les plus influentes dans 'ad-

ministration ne veulent pas céder
leur place et les nouvedux arri-
vants ne veulent pas partager le
pouvoir avec les anciens.»

I'Etat. armée reste ainsi un
bastion kémaliste pur et dur. Le
ministére de 'Intérieur, lui, est

 depuis des années infiltré par

les islamistes qui commencent
aussi A pousser leurs pions au
sein de I'appareil judiciaire.
Dans cette bataille, la presse est
polarisée, et chaque médiay va
de ses révélations plus ou
moins pilotées. Le procureur

* d'Istanbul devrait enfin bientét

rendre publiques les quelque
2500 pages de l'acte d’accusa-
tion dans 'enquéte Ergenekon.

-+ MARC SEMO
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Turks." The numbers and statistics prove Aktar's
point. Today about 60 percent of Kurds live in
western provinces, rather than the Southeast,
where the ethnic Kurdish population was tradi-
tionally concentrated. They have been integrated
through interracial marriages, migration and
social and cultural development.

The platform brought together people from
government and security agencies in addition to
academia and community organizations. Re-
marks by Bolu Governor Halil Ibrahim Akpinar
were welcomed by all the participants. He spoke
of the need for further democratization in Tur-
key and criticized abuse and torture, especially
after the 1980 military coup. He received warm
applause when he said: "Both Turks and Kurds
are tired of this ongoing conflict. Let's reconcile
our communities. Families do not want to em-
brace the body bags of their sons and daughters;
they want to greet them as cheerful brides and
grooms who are happy about their futures.”
Cevat Ondes, retired deputy head of the Na-
tional Intelligence Organization (MIT), talked
about the cultural heritage and common history
shared by Turks and Kurds, saying: "We have
lived in this land for centuries. We need to have
a national will and determination for true de-
mocracy.”

The platform provided an excellent venue for
exposing changes in the mentality of traditional
approaches. Star daily editor-in-chief Mustafa
Karaalioglu said Turkey has started to see
changes in the attitudes of the military bureau-
cratic elite and political parties in approaching
Kurdish issues. He explained that such groups
no longer seem to be using "us and them" ap-
proaches.

At the Abant Platform, all agreed to reject armed
and military conflict as a solution to the prob-
lem. Ondes stressed that Kurdish politics must
reject armed struggle and dismiss any policy of
weakening the central government. Justice and
Development Party (AK Party) deputy Miicahit
Findiklh blames hawks on both side and points
out their absence from the platform.

Many at the forum mentioned the ongoing con-
flict between the public and the statist bureau-
cratic elite. Professor Naci Bostanc of Gazi
University was among those who said the con-
flict between the elite and the public in Turkey is
not confined to the Kurdish issue. He said we
need to understand the recent history of Turkey
correctly. Bejan Matur, a Kurdish poet and
writer, expressed her optimism that the prob-
lems would be solved in the framework of de-
mocracy and integration with the European
Union. A prominent businessman from Diyar-
bakir, Sah Ismail Bedirhanodlu, on the other
hand, said: "Whenever democratization efforts
in the country have increased, the clashes and
armed fighting have also risen. When we started
[EU] accession talks in 2004, PKK terrorism
surged again. That shows that some people on
either side of the aisle do not want peace and
that they feed on violence.”

Both Kurdish and Turkish intellectuals agreed
that some circles do not want peace in the re-
gion. Altan Tan describes the conflict as an
"alliance of hawks." Another Kurdish intellec-
tual, Umit Firat, said hawks in the Turkish state
have been trying to uproot an entire population
since the establishment of the republic and that
in many occasions they replaced local Kurdish

names with Turkish ones. Like many others at
the forum, Firat demanded a new civil constitu-
tion that is in line with universal values and
democratic principles.

The Abant Platform may have added new fertil-
izer to the ground where the democracy tree is
planted by offering honest and fair discussion
about the search for a solution to the Kurdish
issue. People who came here as hesitant and
recalcitrant players were able to overcome their
suspicions and bond together firmly with the
common goal of maintaining dialogue and in-
vesting in the future of this country.

[REACTIONS]}

Participants welcome Abant declaration
Mehmet Kaya (Chairman, Diyarbakir
Chamber of Commerce): It is important and
inclusive. I welcome it. Amnesty should be in-
cluded.

Miicahit Findikh (AK Party deputy from
Malatya): Ethical and human, it is a declara-
tion to politicians as well as to the public. We are
like the art of ebru [paper marbling], where
different colors come together.

Rojbin Tugan Kalkan (Jawyer and human
rights activist): I found important clauses in
the declaration. The total rejection of violence is
insufficient. We have to include a clause that will
offer solutions to young people who took up
arms and went to the mountains.

Professor Ihsan Dad: (academic and
writer): The rejection of violence is important
in the document. What is lacking: We need
references to political conjecture. Political repre-
sentation of Kurds and impediments should be
cited. The rejection of closure cases against the
Justice and Development Party [AK Party] and
the Democratic Society Party [DTP] should be
included. The Kurdish issue should not be state-
centric; civic and community organizations
should also be included. The EU anchor needs to
be emphasized.

Sedat Yurttash (activist): I was not expect-
ing such a powerful declaration. It is an impor-
tant and positive step. Important findings are in
the document. We should stress that armed
conflict does not contribute to the solution,
including cross-border operations.

Fikri Akyiiz (journalist): My optimism has
increased. I heard what I wanted to hear. If you
use the word "assimilation,” this might spur
reactions. It's an irritating term. It should be
removed from the document.

[FINAL DECLARATION]

Kurdish Problem: Seeking Peace and a
Future Together

The Abant Platform wishes to declare to the
public the following views that have emerged
Jfrom the meeting:

Having become one of Turkey's highest-priority
and most important problems, the Kurdish
problem is in need of a solution contingent on
the formation of an atmosphere of healthy
dialogue, the ending of prejudice and the estab-
lishment of mutual trust. In creating a language
that promotes a solution, the media's responsi-
bility, sensitivity and style will contribute sig-
nificantly. The aim of this platform is to foster
efforts to help create a suitable climate, lan-

guage and ground for a solution. Toward this
end:

The aim is to have sound and dynamic channels
of communication in order to put an end to the
lack of dialogue rather than trying to convince
the parties to come to terms around a solution
program. As a chief principle, we defend the
free expression and discussion of any sort of
ideas unless they contain open calls for violence,
and expect respect from everyone for the right
all people and groups to express their various
thoughts and ideas.

We consider the absolute rejection of any sort of
violence and any methods that involve violence
an indispensable prerequisite for the solution of
the Kurdish problem. We reject the assimilation
policies toward Kurds and other elements. We
oppose the use of Turkish-Kurdish separation as
a means of mutual homogenization, otheriza-
tion and alienation.

It is @ must to confess that.very bitter events
have in the past transpired with respect to the
Kurdish problem. These bitter events should be
remembered as an experience for the preven-
tion of similar events and should never be
turned into a feud.

No one has been given a power of attorney by
the masses. Therefore, we see the making of
statements on behalf of a community and
claims to having representative power as a
style and method of judgment that makes it
more difficult to find a solution.

1t is of utmost importance to uphold the honor
and dignity of the people of the region in order
to realize our longing to live together and to
improve economic development in our eastern
and southeastern reg ions, which have a large
Kurdish population.

In addition, it is compulsory to completely and
unhesitatingly recognize all social, cultural and
political rights included in all international
laws about fundamental human rights.

Respect for one's native language is part of
respecting the person. We think that the right to
speak one's native language and to use it in
teaching and education is an indispensable
human right, and that opposing this right can-
not have any justification. Conditions for a
comprehensive amnesty law should be created.
We reject all practices that overstep the bounds
of the state of law with respect to the Kurdish
problem.

As the Abant Platform, we believe that this
meeting makes a contribution to the creation
and maintenance of a confidence-inspiring
atmosphere committed to the supremacy of law
and democracy.

Our search for a solution that aims for peace
and a future draws strength from the centuries-
old will to live together 1n unity.

Kurds, alongside all groups in Iraq, are our
brothers. We see it a compulsory move to de-
velop friendly ties with the federal Kurdish
administration. Sustaining the democratization
process in Turkey is also compulsory for solving
the Kurdish problem. In this regard, the main-
tenance of the current EU perspective would
facilitate both the continuation of the democ-
ratic process and the solution to the Kurdish
problem.
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Depuis décembre, la Turquie a mené plusieurs interventions militaires contre
les bases dans le nord de I'lrak du PKK, considérée comme une organisation
terroriste par Ankara, les Etats-Unis et I'Union européenne.

7 Orient uillet 2008
LE JOUR

Ces opérations, notamment des bombardements aériens, avaient provoqué de
vives réactions de la part du gouvemement régional du Kurdistan irakien, ainsi
que du président irakien Jalal Talabani, un Kurde.

Omer Taspinar, directeur du programme sur la Turquie au Brookings Institute, décrypte
les relations entre 'armée et le parti au pouvoir

« LA PROCEDURE D'INTERDICTION DE L’AKP EST UN COUP
D’ETAT JUDICIAIRE »

Le dossier réalisé par Karine JAMMAL

a procédure d'interdiction lancée par

la Cour supréme contre le Parti de la
justice et du développement (AKP), au
pouvoir en Turquie et accusé par les
laics d'islamiser le pays, pourrait aboutir
dici a la fin de I'été & linterdiction du
parti. Une décision qui pourrait égale-
ment entrainer le pays dans une période
de turbulences politiques. Omer Taspi-
nar, du programme sur la Turquie au
Brookings Institute, décrypte, pour «
L'Orient-le Jour », les tenants et les
aboutissants du bras de fer entre 'AKP
et Farmée, gardien de la laicité turque.
Q- Pourquoi ta procédure dinterdiction
de 'AKP est-elle lancée aujourd’hui ?
R- «Lla Turquie vit aujourdhui une
période de grande tension entre 'armée
et le parti au pouvoir sur la question de la
laicite. Mais, cette situation n'est pas
nouvelle. Cette tension existe depuis
plus d'un an. L'armée et les laics ont en
effet mal digéré la décision de 'AKP de
nommer Abdullah Giil au poste de
président. Abdullah Gil, un pro-islam
dont la femme et la fille sont voilées. |l
faut rappeler un point important, aux
derniéres élections législatives, en 2007,
I'AKP a recueilli 47 % des voix, un scare
historique en Turquie. A partir de 1a,
nombreux sont ceux, notamment dans
les milieux laics (fonctionnaires, acade-
miciens, classe moyenne), qui ont eu
peur d'un plan caché d'islamisation du
pays a long terme. »
Q- Dans cette tentative d'interdire 'AKP,
la question de la laicité est-elle 'enjeu
principal?
R- « Cela va plus loin que la laicité, cette
derniére n'est qu'une partie du prabléeme.
La laicité turque ressemble a la laicité de
combat de la llle République en France,
au systéme jacabin qui voulait tous les
deux limiter le réle de I'Eglise catholique.
Cette interprétation de la laicité a la
frangaise pose aujourd’hui de grands
problémes en Turquie. Les citayens turcs
sont & la recherche d'une autre forme
laicité, plus dans le sens d'un sécula-
risme.
Qutre la question de fa laicité, se cache
derriére cette procédure d'interdiction le
manque de confiance des kémalistes
envers 'AKP, notamment sur le dossier
kurde. L'AKP est considérée comme trop
libérale envers les Kurdes. L'AKP est
favorable a des concessions culturelles
aux Kurdes, notamment qu'ils parlent
leur langue. Ce parti serait méme
d'accord pour donner aux Kurdes la

possibilité d'avoir des droits démocrati-
ques, méme au niveau politique.

L'AKP est également favorable &
l'adhésion de la Turquie & I'Union euro-
péenne et cette prise de position dé-
range les milieux kémalistes. Pour eux,
derriére une adhésion a I'UE se cache
un projet de diminution du rdle de
l'armée.

Chypre est un autre dossier polémique
entre 'armée et I'AKP. En 2004, le parti
au pouvoir a fait des concessions et
donné son accord au projet de I'ONU
pour la réunification de [lile, alors que
I'armée était totalement contre. L'armée
voit AKP comme un parti qui peut
compromettre trop facilement les intéréts
nationaux au profit de 'UE.

En outre, 'AKP entretient de bonnes
relations avec les Etats-Unis contraire-
ment aux kémalistes. Les relations entre
farmée et le Pentagone se sont notam-
ment dégradées suite au refus turc de
participer a la guerre en Irak. »

Q- La procédure d'interdiction de I'AKP
est-elle démocratique ?

R- « C'est une procédure antidemacrati-
que, un coup d'Etat judicaire. Les militai-
res savent qu'ils ne peuvent pas faire un
coup d'Etat traditionnel. L'armée sait qu'il
n'est pas réaliste de faire un coup d'état
contre 47 % de la population. Donc les
militaires luttent contre le projet politique
de V'AKP en faisant bouger les juges et la
presse laique pour créer une véritable
guerre psychologique contre 'AKP. lIs
font circuler la rumeur d'un grand danger
islamique et créent un climat social
tendu. En fait, c'est une fagon d'éliminer
un parti d'une maniére “plus démocrati-
que’, un genre de “coup d'Etat camou-
fle". »

Q- L'AKP a-t-il effectivement un grand
projet caché d'islamisation ?

R- « Certaines personnes le pensent. Le
parti a un discours plutt conservateur
dans les grandes lignes, mais je ne vois
pas une situation de “takkiyeh™, c'est-a-
dire une stratégie de I'AKP visant a
cacher ses véritables intentions. L'AKP
est un parti qui devient de plus en plus
séculaire. En outre, le pouvoir corrompt,
I'AKP va faire des fautes et c'est uni-
quement le processus démocratique qui
va trancher. Le systtme pourrait se
défaire de cette formation politique de
maniére naturelle, sans coup d'Etat
judiciaire. »

Q- Et la population turque dans tout cela
?

R- La population turque sympathise avec
'AKP. Quand le systéme essaie de

marginaliser le parti au pouvoir, ce
sentiment de sympathie s'accroit. Il faut
également se souvenir que 60 % des
femmes turques portent le foulard. En
outre, s'il y avait des élections demain,
I'AKP gagnerait siirement plus de 45 %
des wvoix parce quil ny a pas
d'alternative a 'AKP. Il n'y a pas de parti
de  gauche, larmée  constitue
fopposition. Le Parti républicain n'a pas
de vraie relation avec le peuple, le parti
nationaliste n'a que 10 a 15 % des
VOIX. »

Q- Comment réagira 'AKP si la justice
décide son interdiction ?

R- «Il y aura un autre parti avec une
autre forme et un autre nom. Il faut
également bien comprendre la logique
du systéme kémaliste : chaque fois qu'un
parti a été interdit, il est réapparu avec
un message politique plus modeéré, et
non plus islamiste. On pourrait donc
imaginer que si I'AKP est interdit, la
nouvelle forme politique que prendra ce
parti ne posera plus la question du
foulard. »

Q- Quel serait l'mpact d’une interdiction
de I'AKP par rapport a la question de
I'adhésion de la Turquie a I'Union euro-
péenne, alors que la France vient de
prendre la présidence tournante de 'UE
?

R- «la Turquie et la France ont de
bonnes relations économiques, il y a un
lobby proturc trés important au niveau du
business. Le probleme de Nicolas
Sarkozy est de définir la Turquie comme
un pays européen. Le 23 juin dernier, le
Sénat frangais a supprimé un amende-
ment sur l'obligation d'un référendum en
cas de nouvelle adhésion & IUE. Qua-
rante-sept députés de 'TUMP ont imme-
diatement écrit une lettre au Sénat pour
montrer leur opposition. Aujourd’hui, la
France pourrait utiliser une éventuelle
interdiction de I'AKP pour justifier et
legitimer ses réticences a une adhésion
turque a I'Europe. Si'AKP est interdit, la
France peut arguer que lon ne peut
poursuivre les négociations d'adhésion
avec un pays qui cautionne des procédu-
res non démocratiques. La Turquie a
toutefois une carte en main : si la France
est contre la Turquie dans I'Union euro-
péenne, Ankara pourrait étre contre la
France dans 'OTAN. C'est une sorte de
chantage que la Turquie pourrait utili-
ser. »

Q- Comment se positionne la Turquie
par rapport a I'Union pour la Méditerra-
née ?

R- « Pour la Turquie, 'Union pour la
Méditerranée (UPM) est une fagon de la
marginaliser, c'est une alternative a
I'adhésion. Le fait que I'on ait proposé a
la Turquie d'étre le leader de I'Union
pour la Méditerranée est vu, & Ankara,
comme une ruse politique de la part de
M. Sarkozy. Par ailleurs, la Turquie ne
veut pas laisser a Sarkozy la possibilité
de récupérer le dossier israélo-syrien, au
travers du sommet de I'UPM, alors
qu'Ankara joue un rdle de médiateur
depuis plus d’'un mais. »

Q- Précisément, quels sont les atouts de
la Turquie sur le dossier syro-israélien?
R- « La Turquie a un atout important :
bien que pays musulman, elle entretient
de bonnes relations avec Israél. Les
deux pays ont signé un partenariat
militaire_et stratégique, l'aviation israé-
lienne s'entraine en Turquie. Le prési-
dent israélien, Shimon Peres, a méme
prononcé un discours devant le Parle-
ment turc. Coté syrien, Recep Tayyep
Erdogan a de trés bonnes relations avec
Bachar el-Assad et se rend réguliére-
ment & Damas. »

Q- Qua-t-elle & gagner de cette entre-
prise de médiation ?

R- «La Turquie a une ambition régio-
nale. Tout en continuant de regarder
vers [|'Europe, elle veut revenir au
Moyen-Orient. Je dirais méme que nous
sommes en présence d'un néo-
ottomanisme, la Turquie veut montrer
qu'elle a un role politique a jouer dans la
région, sur le mode “soft power’. Le
madéle turc (prolaic, pro-occidental, forte
économie) est important dans la région, il
montre notamment qu'il n'y a pas de
chac des civilisations.

Mais sur ce point aussi, nous retrouvons
I'opposition entre I'AKP et 'armée. Alors
que la vision néo-ottomane prone de
bonnes relations avec le Moyen-Orient,
une union entre Ankara et le monde
arabe, larmée considére que jouer un
réle dans la région tient de l'aventurisme.
Pour les kémalistes, il faut rester neutre
sur le dossier israélo-palestinien.
L'armée estime que la Turquie ne doit
pas aspirer & jouer un grand role régio-
nal. Pour Varmée, il faut dabord
s'occuper de Chypre, des Armeéniens,
des Kurdes... Bref, s'occuper de ce qui
est important pour la Turquie. »

*Aux siécles passés, les chiites pou-
vaient avoir recours a la « takkieh »,
cest-a-dire  cacher leur véritable
croyance, afin de protéger leur vie.
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Les Occidentaux affichent leur perplexité
face au reglme iranien sur le nucléaire

Les grandes pulssances
du G8 misent sur la Russie

pour inciter Téhéran a respecter -

ses obligations. Elles sont -
divisées sur la perspective

de nouvelles sanctions.

TOYAKO (Japon) .

ENVOYEE SPECIALE
u deuxiéme jour de leur sommet au
Japon, les dirigeants du G8 ontdis-
cuté, mardi 8 Jmllet au cours d'un
diner, de la crise qui se prolonge autour
du programme nucléaire iranien. IIs ont
diffusé un communiqué appelantlaRépu-
bhque islamique A suspendre ses activités

liées a Penrichissement d’uramum, eta

« répondre positivement » i P'offre de coo-
pération transmise le 14 juin par les gran—

“des pu1ssances ‘

Cet appel n’a toutefois pas été assorti
d'un délaifixé &['Tran, alors que le prési-
dent américain, George Bush, en avait
émis Pidée devant ses pairs lors du repas.
1l avait suggéré de déterminer « un laps
de temnps raisonriable », de Yordre d’un

mois, au-dela duquel I’Iran serait exposé

ade nouvelles sanctions.
Cette proposmon, qui-a:été un tenps

. discutée,n’ ‘apas étéretenue. « Nous expri-
" mons nos sérieitses craintes concernant les -

risquesde prollferaaon que pose leprogram-
me nucléairé iranien et Comission continuel-

lepar UIran de remplir ses obllgatwns inter-.

nationales », dit le communiqué du G8. -
Les six. puissances traitant le dossier
nucléaireiranien (Etats-Unis, Royaume-

. Uni, France, Russie, Chine, Allemagne)

ont décidé de dépécher le haut représen-

tant européen Javier Solana & Téhéran,
pour tenter d’obtenir une clarification dev

la posmonaramenne avaitannoncé Nico-
las Sarkozy dans la journée.

. Cette reprise des manoeuvres dlplomatl-

R Ya-t-il une seule source de pou-

-ques intervient au momentoi les spécula-

tions sur uné possibilité-de frappe militai-
re israélienne se font de nouveau insistan-
tes. Le 4juiller,Iran atransmis unerépon-
se & Poffre des « Six » sans que son conte-
nu soit révélé pubhquement Ce texte fait

- cependantl’lmpassesurlasuspenswnex1- ‘

gée de l'enrichissement d’'uranium.
Aucune date n’a été annoncée pour le
déplacement de M. Solana. « Quand on
aurales résultats, chaque pays, parlas canaux
qui sont leg siens, essaiera d’en savoir un peu

plus sur les intentions du régime iranien'»,a,
_ cominenté M. Sarkozy, dont les propos
reflétaient la perplexité en vigueur dans les

capitales occidentales et 3 Moscou face 4
Popacitédu pouvmr a Téhéran et auxluttes

d’influence qui s’y livrent. « Clest compli-
qué »,adit lé président frangais.- =

pour -tenter d’inciter Plran &
obtempérer. Lors du diner du
G8,Cestau pr_ésident russe, Dmi-
tri Medvedev, qu’a été confiée la

tiche d’ouvrir le débat sur le
nucléaire iranien. Il a so/uhgne sa preferen-
ce pour une solution négaciée, et insisté sur

’l’lmportance du travail de vérification des
‘activitésiraniennes par PAgenceinternatio-

nale de I'énergie atomique (AIEA). Tant
que les.documents dlplomanques sont étu-.

. diés, a-t-il dit, il ne serait pas Jud1c1eux d’al-

ler vers de nouvelles sanctions.

M. Bush a ensuite fait une remarque
qui en ditlong sur P’échéance qui semble
peser de plus en plus sur lesiévénements :
le procham changement d’adminjstra-

‘tiona Washlngton 11 a dit que cela Yinté-

resserait de savoir si, au lendemam deson

' depart dela Malson Blanche comme cela

DIPLOMATIE

Les Emirats arabes
unis décident
-d’annuler la dette
Jrakienne

i LA FEDERATION des Emlrats arabes
| unis aannoncé, dimanche 6 juillet, 'annu-

. lation de la dette de I'Irak, estimée & 7 mil-

_liards de dollars (sur un total de prés de
70 milliards), et nommé un ambassadeur
a Bagdad. Ces deux mesures ont salué le

début de la visite 2 Abou Dhabi, qui assure :

la présidence de la fédération, du prermer
{ mimnistre irakien, Nouri Al-Maliki. -

Le président de la fédération, Khalifa.

" Ben Zayed Al-Naliyane, a espéré que cette

’ annulatlon « allégera les charges financié-
tres du' gouvemement irakien » et affirmé .

que son pays n’« hésitera pas’ & soutenir
moralement et matériellement UIrak ».
Aucnn ambassadeur arabe n’est pré-

reglme iranien 3

Nlcolas Sarkozy

avalt étéle cas pour Jimmy Carter, les Ira-
niens feraient un « geste majeur ». C’était

. en référence 4 la crise des otages améri-

cains de 1979-1980 qui avait trouvé son
dénouement au lendemain seulement de
Parrivée au pouvoir de Ronald Reagan.

"Lors du diner, M. Sarkozy a observé que.
chacun autour de la table savait que I'Tran
cherchait i se doter d'une capacité nucléai-
re militaire tout en bitissant un arsenal de
missiles, et que chacun connaissait aussi
les.sentiments que cela suscitait en Israél.
Des sanctions plus fortes sont nécessaires,
a-t-il dit, avec en méme temps des proposi-
tions de dialogue ouvertes. S’adressant &
Dmitri Medvedev, il a déclaré que laRussie
jouaitun réle utile et courageux.

Le premier ministre britannique, Gor-
don Brown, a dit qu’il parta- -
geait ce point de vue, ajoutant

X o7 4K Chaque pays
voirenIran ? Quelleest la sincérité aquUEePaYs, il y avait débat sur la date &
S ;. par les canaux Juiy i :
-dé la proposition [iranienne] qui’ i sont les siens laquelle Iran serait en mesure
a été faite ? » s’est-il interrogé qu s * de se doter d’une bombe
o T 08¢ essaiera . .
devant des journalistes. " d’en savoir - nucléaire. Il a exprimé son sou-
~ Un’ role unportant semble un peu plus sur tien & un projet russe — mis en
dé dévolu a sie avant depuis 2005 - de fournir
ésormais olu & la Rus les mte ntlons du epuis 2005 -

I’Iran en uraniun enrichi.
La chanceliére allemande
Angela Merkel acommenté que
_ les Iraniens semblaient vouloir
jouer lamontre, et qu’ils étaient

‘ 'maitres dans Part du marchandage. Ellea
a]oute qu'il fallait réfléchir avant de passer:

i de nouvelles sanctions. Le 23 jllln,
’Union européenne-a déja gelé les avoirs
dela plus grande banque iranienne, Melli.
Les grandes puissances apparaissent ain-
si incertaines sur la position de I'Iran, divi-
sées sur la pertinence de nouvelles sanc- -
tions, et disposées 4 accorder encore du
temps ala Républiqueislamique, en misant
surlecampditdes « pragmatigues » 3Téhé-
ran. La diplomatie semble suspendue, dans
un contexte d’incertitudes quant auxinten-
tions que pourrait avoir Israél. &
NATALIE NOUGAYREDE

sent dans la capltale irakienne en raison

de Pinsécurité quiyrégne. Des représenta--
“tions arabes y sofit toutefois toujours:
ouvertes. La fédération des Emirats ara-
. bes unis avait annoncé son intention de

procéder a la nomination d’un ambassa-

detir én mai. La nomination d’Abdallah
Ibrahim -Al-Shehi intervient a la’ veille

d’une visite 2 Bagdad du roi de Jordanie, la
prémiére d’un dirigeant arabe depuis Vin-

vasion amencaxne de 2003 (AFP AP ) %
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fe Dionde

8 juillet 2008

TURQUIE PRES DE QUATRE -VINGTS OPPQSANTS A LAKP SONT SOUS LES VERROUS

Un réseau ultranationaliste aurait fomenté des putschs

ISTANBUL

CORRESPONDANCE
L’acte d’accusation du procureur d’Is-

tanbul pourrait peser plus de 2500

pages. L’enquéte sur la cellule ultranatio-

~ naliste Ergenekon, accusée de fomenter
" des coups d’Etat contré le gouvernenient
islamo-conservateur de Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, laisse apparaitre une partie des

. réseaux politiques clandestins qui sévis-
sent en Turquie.

. Le coup de filet d’au moins 6 000 poli- -

ciers, lancé mardi 1% juillet dans cinq vil-
les, a permis l'arrestation de vingt et une
personnalités, opposants affirmés au Par-

ti de la justice et du développement

" (AKP). Parmi eux, selon le quotidien de

gauche Radikal : les généraux a la retraite

Hursit Tolon et Sener Eruygur, qui repré-
sentent Paile dure de 'institution militai-

re, tous deux inculpés, dimanche, avec

huit autres personnes, pour « appartenan-
" ce d une organisation terroriste ».

Selon le journal pro- gouvernemental
Sabah, ils s’apprétaient, le 7 juillet, a lan-
cer une série de manifestations destinées
A semer le chaos. Le général Eruygur,
ancien chef de la gendarmerie turque, est
le président de la trés nationaliste Associa-
tion pour la pensée d’Aratirk,  ’origine

notamment des grandes parades « lai-
ques » de 2007, orgamsees pour tenter
d’empécher 'élection 4 la présidence dela
République d’Abdullah Giil,
PAKP. Le méme officier est 'un des cer-
veaux présumés de deux tentatives de
coups d’Etat avortées en 2003 et 2004 et
révélées par la publication dans la presse
des carnets de bord de ’Amiral Ornek,
alors chef de la Marine turque. Baptisées
« la fille blonde » et « clair de lune », ces
deux putschs devaient notamment empé-
cherla signature du plan de paix pour Chy-
pre élaboré par le secrétaire général des
Nations unies de époque, Kofft Annan. 11
prévoyait la réunificaton de Iille, au

grand dam.d’une partie de Parmée qui

veut garder la mainmise sur ce territoire.

Armée secréte

Depuis 2007 et la découverte d’'un gros
arsenal dans une maison délabrée des fau-
bourgs d’Istanbul, ce sont pres de 80 per-
sonnalités qui sont sous les verrous et
soupconnées d’appartenir 4 Ergenekon :
de nombreux militaires a la retraite, des
journalistes, des avocats, un ancien rec-
teur d’université, le chef d’'un petit parti
nationaliste d’extréme gauche, le prési-
dent de la chambre de commerce d’Anka-

issu de’

ra et une ﬁgure du milieu mafieux... La
découverte de cette mouvance clandesti-

ne met au jour une-partie de ce quela Tur- -

quie connaissait sous le nom d’« Etat pro-
Jond » : une armée secréte gravitant dans
les sphéres de PEtat, héritiére des cellules

anticommunistes- créées pendant la

guerre froide et recyclée dans la contre-
guérilla séparatiste kurde et lalutte contre
« les ennemis de Uintérieur ». Ergenekon

est soupconnée d’avoir joué un rdle dans -
plusieurs affaires sanglantes depuis

2006 : un attentat contre les juges du
Conseil d’Etat, des grenades  lancées
contre un journal nationaliste, le meurtre

de missionnaires chrétiens ou du journa-

liste arménien Hrant Dink.

_ La puissance réelle du réseau demeure
un mystére, Le gouvernement est accusé
de profiter de cette affaire pour régler ses

comptes avec lopposition kémaliste.

Selon un proche du dossier, les ramifica-
tions d’Ergenekon au sein de 'armée pour-
raient impliquer environ 70 officiers, plus
radicaux que I'actuel état-major.

" Selon la méme source, un « consensus a
obligatoirement été trouvé entre L'état-major

" et legouvernement pour effectuer ces arresta-

tions ». &
GUILLAUME PERRIER

Se Nonde

14 juillet 2008

TURQUIE LES REBELLES REPROCHENT A BERLIN EA POLiTiQUE ANTIKURDE

Trois randonneurs allemands sont retenus -

en otages par des séparatistes du PKK o,

ISTANBUL
CORRESPONDANCE

Pégard du peuple kurde et du
PKK »,selonun communiqué des

Le parti kurde de Turqme, le DTP
(Parti pour une société démocrati-
que),a proposé samédiation, ven-
dredj 11 juillet, par le biais de sa
députée Emine Ayna, pour tenter
de faire libérer les trois touristes

. allemands retenus en otages,
" depuis mercredi, par les rebelles

séparatisres duPKK.

. Partis i P'assaut du mont Ara-
rat,les trois alpmlstes ont été sur-
pris par uk groupe de combat-
tants qui a fait irruption au camp
de base, situé 4 3 200 m d’aldtu-
de. Ces trois hommes auraient été
enlevés pour protester « contre la
politique hostile de PAllemagne a

« Forces de défense du peuple »
(HPG), Paile militaire du mouve-
ment. « Les touristes allemands ne
seront pas reldchés », tantque I'Al-
lemagne ne modifiera passa politi-
que, poursuit le document publié
par 'agence kurde Firat.

Le ministre allemand des affai-
res étrangéres, - Frank-Walter
Steinmeier, a officiellement
dénoncé « lechantage » desrebel-
les. Son porte-parole a exigé, ven-

“dredi, « la libération immédiate et

sans conditions des trois hommes
enlevés ». . L’armée turque a
déployé des troupes sur les contre-
forts du mont Ararat. Des poli-

ciers allemands ont été depeches

. pour participer aux opérations.

. Les rebelles kurdes reprochent
a Berlin d’avoir mené des opéra-
tions contre ses militants ces der-
niers mois. Les autorités alleman?
des estiment que plus de-

*11 000 Kurdes d’Allemnagne sou-

tiennent et financent le mouve-
ment qui figure sur la liste des
organisations terroristes de
PUnion européenne. Fin juin, le
ministre de 'intérieuy Wolfgang
Schéuble, a également interdit a
la chaine satellitaire Roj-TV, la

_vitrine du PKK qui émet depuis le

Danemark, de travailler en Alle:
magne. & '
GUILLAUME PERRIER
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DIYARBAKIR (TURQUIE), 12 juil 2008 (AFP)

TROIS SOLDATS et un civil ont été tués dans des violences dans le sud-est
de la Turquie, ont annoncé samedi la presse et I'armée.

Deux des soldats sont morts lors de I'explosion d'une mine, placée par des
rebelles du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK), alors qu'ils patrouillaient
dans une région rurale de la province de Tunceli, a indiqué I'agence de presse
Angatolie.

Le troisiéme a été tué, vendredi soir, durant un affrontement avec des mem-
bres du PKK dans la province de Sirnak, prés de la frontiére avec I'lrak, a

TURQUIE: QUATRE MORTS DANS DES VIOLENCES DANS LE SUD-EST

indiqué I'armée sur son site internet ajoutant qu'une opération contre les rebel-
les était en cours.

L'explosion d'une autre mine, attribuée au PKK, a tué un villageois dans un
champ a Bingol, selon la méme source.

Le PKK, considéré comme une organisation terroriste par la Turquie, les
Etats-Unis et I'Union européenne, a entamé en 1984 une lutte séparatiste
armée dans le sud-est et I'est anatoliens, a la population en majorité kurde, un
conflit qui a fait plus de 37.000 morts.

MONTS QANDIL (Irak), 14 juil 2008 (AFP)

LE PARTI des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK) a appelé lundi la Turquie a
interrompre ses opérations militaires a son encontre pour permettre la libéra-
tion des trois otages allemands enlevés mercredi.

"Le PKK est prét a relacher les trois touristes allemands & la condition que la
Turquie interrompe ses attaques militaires dans la région ou ils ont été captu-
rés et que la libération se fasse sous I'égide d'une organisation internationale
comme la Croix Rouge", a déclaré a I'AFP la porte-parole de I'organisation
kurde, Sozdar Avesta.

"lls sont en bonne santé. |is ont été arrétés en réaction a ce que I'Allemagne
fait. Nous demandons au gouvernement allemand d'avoir une autre politique a
I'égard des Kurdes", a ajouté Mme Avesta, qui s'exprimait depuis les Monts
Qandil (nord de I'lrak), refuge des rebelles du PKK.

Pour libérer les trois alpinistes, les troupes paramilitaires turques ont lancé
une opération autour du mont Ararat (est de la Turquie) qui a été déclaré zone
interdite jusqu'a nouvel ordre.

Dimanche, le PKK avait demandé & I'Allemagne de cesser sa politique "hos-
tile" & son égard si elle voulait obtenir la libération des trois alpinistes, enlevés
mercredi sur le mont Ararat.

Le PKK avait également indiqué qu'il ne libérerait pas les trois otages tant que
Berlin ne renoncerait pas a la répression contre les militants du PKK et ses

TROIS ALLEMANDS ENLEVES: LE PKK DEMANDE
UN CESSEZ-LE-FEU POUR LES LIBERER

sympathisants en Allemagne. On estime a environ 2,4 millions le nombre de
Tures vivant en Allemagne, dont 600.000 Kurdes.

Fin juin, le gouvernement allemand avait interdit & la chaine de télévision
kurde Roj TV, émettant depuis le Danemark, de diffuser ses programmes en
Allemagne, affirmant qu'elle servait la propagande des extrémistes kurdes.
Une société de production qui produisait des programmes pour Roj TV avait
aussi été fermée.

Le PKK a déja procédé par le passé & des enlévements de touristes, de soldats
et de policiers, mais n'emploie pas fréquemment cette tactique.

En visite & Bagdad jeudi dernier, le Premier ministre turc Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan avait indiqué que le gouvernement irakien et le Kurdistan irakien I'avaient
assuré de leur "volonté commune" de "défaire” les séparatistes du PKK, qui
sont pour Ankara une menace "pour toute la région".

Depuis décembre, la Turquie @ mené plusieurs interventions militaires contre
les bases dans le nord de I'lrak du PKK, considérée comme une organisation
terroriste par la Turquie, les Etats-Unis et I'Union européenne.

Ces opérations, notamment des bombardements aériens, avaient provoqué de
vives réactions de la part du gouvernement régional du Kurdistan irakien, ainsi
que du président irakien Jalal Talabani, un Kurde.

DIX TUES DANS DES COMBATS DANS LE SUD-EST

DE LA TURQUIE (ARMEE)

DIYARBAKIR ( Turquie), 14 juil 2008 (AFP)

DEUX SOLDATS turcs et huit combattants kurdes ont été tués au cours de
récents combats dans le sud-est du pays, a annoncé lundi un porte-parole de
I'armée.

Les deux soldats ont été tués au cours d'une opération lancée contre les rebel-
les du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK) sur le mont Cudi dans la
province de Sirnark, selon le site internet de I'état-major turc.

Quatre combattants du PKK ont été tués lundi lors d'une autre opération dans
les monts Incebal, dans la méme province de Sirnak, a ajouté I'armée en
précisant que quatre rebelles avaient été tués dans la méme région la semaine

derniére.

Le PKK, considéré comme une organisation terroriste par le gouvernement
d'Ankara et plusieurs pays occidentaux, se bat depuis 1984 pour I'autonomie
du sud-est de la Turquie. Le conflit a déja fait plus de 37.000 morts.

Depuis le mois de décembre I'armée turque a intensifié ses opérations contre
le PKK avec, notamment le recours & des bombardements aériens. Elle était
également entrée dans le nord de I'lrak pour y poursuivre des combattants du
PKK.

Selon Ankara, plus de 2.000 membres de I'organisation ont trouvé refuge dans
cette région de I'lrak.

BERLIN, 20 juil 2008 (AFP)

LE VICE-PRESIDENT de la Commission Européenne, Gunter Verheugen, a
appelé dimanche le Parti des Travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK) a libérer "sans
condition" trois touristes allemands enlevés le 9 juillet en Turquie.

"J'appelle la direction du PKK a faire en sorte de relacher immédiatement et
sans condition” les otages enlevés par des rebelles séparatistes kurdes lors
d'une excursion sur le Mont Ararat dans la province d'Agri (est de la Turquie),
a dit M. Verheugen dans le quotidien allemand Bild am Sonntag.

"Avec de telles actions, le PKK nuit aux intéréts du peuple kurde. la violence ne
va pas régler le conflit", a-t-il ajouté.

Le PKK a indiqué la semaine derniére qu'il garderait les trois alpinistes en
otage jusqu'a ce que Berlin mette fin & la répression contre ses militants et ses
sympathisants en Allemagne ol vivent quelque 2,4 millions d'immigrés turcs,
dont environ 600.000 Kurdes.

BRUXELLES APPELLE LE PKK A LIBERER TROIS OTAGES
ALLEMANDS EN TURQUIE

En début de semaine, un porte-parole du PKK a également posé comme
condition & la libération des otages I'arrét des opérations militaires d'Ankara
dans la région d'Agri.

Les autorités allemandes ont rejeté ces demandes, qualifiées de chantage, et
réclamé la libération immédiate des otages. Ceux-ci sont en bonne sante et
toujours en Turquie, a indiqué mercredi le gouverneur local, Mehmet Cetin.

Le PKK, qui figure sur la liste des organisations classées comme terroristes
par I'Union européenne, la Turquie et les Etats-Unis, a lancé en 1984 une lutte
séparatiste armée dans le sud-est et I'est anatolien, dont la population est en
majorité kurde.

Ce conflit a fait plus de 37.000 morts selon les chiffres officiels.

Le PKK a déja procédé par le passé a des enlévements de touristes, de soldats
et de policiers, mais n'emploie pas fréquemment cette tactique.
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Disparate, shirtless and unrecognised:
meet team Kurdistan

An independent Kurdish national team could have far-reaching consequences for their Iraqi
counterparts - and the territorial integrity of Iraq itself

James Montague
resident Barzani paused for a few moments,

the question hanging in the air like an em-
barrassingly loud fart. Around an obscenely
large presidential table in Barzani's heavily
fortified compound in the hills of northern Iragq,
western journalists peppered the leader of the
Kurdish Regional Government with questions
about his people's quest for self-determination.
"What about the status of the oil-rich city of
Kirkuk?" they asked. "How many Kurdish troops
will be bolstering the Iragi army?" And most
importantly: "When will you formally declare
independence?” Any direct admission of inde-
pendence - Barzani's ultimate goal - was still
political dynamite and the president deftly de-
flected their probes, stressing his desire for a
strong, federal Iraq of which Iraqi Kurdistan was
a part.
In comparison, my question seemed rather trite.
"Ahem, Mr President. Do you support the Kurd-
ish FA's attempts to join Fifa?" The ultra-serious
political scribes shook their heads in the silence
that followed. But Barzani broke into a huge
smile. "Being a footballer myself and having
played football in the past, I strongly support the
Kurdish attempts to join Fifa." Then he remem-
bered where he was. "Even during the times
when Saddam was in power 1 supported the
Iraqi team. Now that he has gone I will still of
course support them."
It was illuminating that his most explicit answer
on Kurdish self-determination surrounded the
status of the Kurdish football team. It shouldn't
have been a surprise as Barzani - a veteran of the
Iragi Kurds' attempts to gain independence -
understands one thing only too well: to be a
proper nation, you have to have a proper na-
tional football team, and vice versa. That was in
January 2007. Fast forward to last week when
the Kurdish national team took their first step
towards footballing recognition by making their
international tournament debut. They were not
playing against their Iragi cousins, nor anyone
else from the Fifa family. Instead they turned out
against the likes of Samiland (representing the
Sami people of northern Scandinavia) and
Padania (a team representing those wanting
independence for northern Italy) at the Viva
World Cup in Sweden, a competition for national
teams unrecognised by the rest of the footballing
and political world. But their success in flying
the Kurdish flag could have far-reaching conse-
quences for the Iraqgi national football team, not
to mention the territorial integrity of Iraq itself.
The Viva World Cup was the brainchild of the
New Federations board, an organisation repre-
senting those regions, such as Tibet, Chechnya
and Kosovo, orphaned from the rest of the foot-
balling world. Footballing recognition through
Fifa is a heated political issue. It's not unusual
for aggrieved territories with high designs on
statehood to use their national football team as a
battering ram to normalise claims for political
recognition. Palestine was controversially suc-
cessful in its bid to join Fifa, while Gibraltar
passed Fifa's original criteria for membership,
only to be denied when the Spanish government,
angered that the move could be the first step
towards a break for independence, got involved
and threatened to remove all Spanish teams
from European and international competition.

These ‘countries’ operate on the margins, tip-
toeing around the game while trying not to
antagonise the political heavyweights that sur-
round them.

Unsurprisingly, the NF's existence, not to men-
tion the Viva World Cup itself, has stirred up a
few latent disputes. The first Viva World Cup in
2006 had to be moved from North Cyprus due to
visa disputes and political wranglings. The new
Cypriot government didn't want to rock the boat
by inviting a stadium-load of potential political
agitators to its shores. Only four teams managed
to put a team together. This year's competition
was meant to be different but, again, logistical
and political problems meant only five teams
made it. Not that this devalued the tournament
for the Kurds. "This is the first time in Kurdis-
tan's history that we have played in a tourna-
ment so it is historic," the Kurdish FA's presi-
dent, Safeen Kanabi, a former player and coach,
happily boasted shortly before Kurdistan drew
2-2 with Samiland. "We came across Viva
through the Ministry of Sports and Youth, which
got in touch with them and got an invitation to
play."

The Kurds seem to have a strong case for both
Fifa membership and independence. Somehow
forgotten in the great post-Ottoman carve-up
and spread across several countries, the Kurds'
quest for statehood has seen them discriminated
against from all sides. The Turkish government
and the PKK waged civil war for decades; the
Iranian Kurds were viewed with suspicion by the
authorities too. But it was Iraq's Kurds that bore
the brunt. Saddam'’s Anfal programme, an at-
tempt to cleanse northern Iraq of its Kurdish
identity, saw 182,000 people killed by the end of
the 1980s, with 4,500 Kurdish villages simply
wiped off the map. Like those in all other walks
of life, footballers tasted the discrimination too.
Kurds were unofficially banned from the Iraqi
national team and discriminated against in the
national league.

"The regime threatened us and said we weren't
allowed to set up a Kurdish association and the
players were prevented from joining the [na-
tional] team,” explained Kanabi. "I played for 13
years at Erbil FC and for three years I was the
team coach. Every day they harassed us and we
weren't allowed to play football. We would hide
the team in the back of a lorry and drive to dif-
ferent places to fool them and try to get a game.
We participated in the Iraqi league but we were
broken down and not allowed to be successful.
They pressured the supporters not to come to
Baghdad [for away matches]. They changed the
referees. It was all organised by Saddam."”
Perversely, the chaos that has gripped Iraq in the
past five years has been a boon for the Kurds in
general and for Erbil FC in particular. As the rest
of Iraq collapsed into internecine warfare, the
Kurdish north has been a beacon of safety and
stability. The economy is booming, violence is a
fraction of what it is in the capital thanks to the
well-organised Peshmerga guerrillas, and the
KRG effectively run the show. The result has
been that footballers, fearing for their lives from
both insurgents and criminal gangs, fled north.
Erbil FC could take their pick. Now this former
mid-table, much-maligned outfit are champions
of Iraq and represented the country in this year's

Asian Champions League.

Yet outside of Iraqi Kurdistan's borders, the
national team still faces many of the problems
that have blighted its people for centuries. The
issue of recruiting Kurdish players from its
massive diaspora is hugely sensitive. "We have
back-up players from Europe, from wider Kurd-
istan like the Iranian player Dana Kuhi, from
Mahabad. We got 60-100 applicants from Aus-
tralia, Sweden, Canada because it is a historical
moment," said Kanabi. "But when we travel
through Turkey we can't wear our Kurdistan
outfits. We were told not to wear them because it
is too sensitive, they removed all our T-shirts
and tags from our bags. It's just too risky.” The
sensitivity of Turkish Kurds playing for Kurdis-
tan has denied them access to a pool of profes-
sional players from a country that has reached
the semi-finals of both the World Cup and the
European Championships in the past six years.
"We haven't [recruited from Turkey] because
we're not allowed to bring the Turkish Kurds to
the national team," said Kanabi. "Turkey would-
n't allow it. It's just not an option. There are a
few Kurdish players in the Turkish national
team. The coach Fatih Terim, he is a Kurd, and
Kazim Kazim [Colin Kazim Richards] is a Kurd.
Of course they can't say this." The team's coach,
Sulaiman Ramadan, has to make do with what
he's got. The lack of Fifa membership makes his
job harder as he has no power to demand that
his players attend international matches. "I have
28 players to choose from and 18 of the best of
them can't participate because the Iraqi league is
on and so we have no power to ask them to
play,” lamented Ramadan. "The clubs didn't
allow them to play because it's the Kurdish
national team, especially as the Viva World Cup
isn't official.”

The ultimate goal is Fifa membership and inde-
pendence. Which comes first is open to debate.
Fifa, tiring of the political squabbles that made
negative headlines, tightened the rules on mem-
bership, making it even harder for the likes of
Kurdistan, Kosovo and Chechnya to join -
though it won't stop them trying. "It's our
dream, that is what we want, that is why we do
all of this, to join Fifa but also to become a part
of the Olympic family," said Kanabi. "It would
mean a great deal but I don't think it's possible
until we have an independent Kurdistan. Inde-
pendence is the goal and [Fifa] membership is
important because it is an official recognition of
all the countries and once you are allowed you
are part of the world. It is very simple: when you
are part of a federal country you should be al-
lowed to have your own flag and your own team.
Look at the UK, you have England, Scotland,
Northern Ireland, Wales ..."

One problem is that any Kurdish footballing
success could be detrimental to both the Iraqi
national team and the country's unity. While
Hawar Mullah Mohammad, who is widely re-
garded as the finest Kurdish player in the game,
chooses to represent Iraq, his brother Hallkurd
turns out for both Kurdistan and Iraq. Fifa
membership would force them to choose one or
the other, potentially denying the Iraqi team of
many of its best players and undermining the
Lions of Mesopotamia's rajson d'etre as Iraqg's
one remaimng force for national unity. "It's not a
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The Kurdistan Coalition supports holding elections,
rejects postponement

BAGHDAD, July 16 (VOI) — The Kurdistan Coalition (KC) said on Wednes-
day that it supports holding the provincial councils elections on time.

“The KC said it supports holding the elections in accordance to one law ap-
proved by the parliament and rejects any postponement,” the KC said in a
statement received by Aswat al-Iraq — Voices of Irag (VOI).

The KC, which has 55 seats, accused some bodies of trying to postpone the
elections.

Parliament speaker Mahmoud al-Mashhadani announced the postponement of
Tuesday's session after Kurdish Coalition MPs walked out in a protest against
the inclusion of the draft law of provincial councils in today's session.

Fouad Maasoum, the leader of the KC,'said in a press conference, “The Kurd-
istan Coalition and the Kurdistan Islamic Union (KIU) had to postpone the
debate on this particular draft to ensure that all parties may have a chance to

reach a settlement over the law's items."

The options before the KC were either to accept the proposal to divide Kirkuk
into four electoral constituencies or to depend on the 1957 statistics in the
upcoming elections in the city,” Maasoum revealed.

Spokesman for the KC, Friad Rawndozi, had said on Monday that there would
be no voting on the draft law on provincial councils during today's session,
expecting a relevant debate to take place on Thursday.

The law on provincial council elections, seen as supplementary to the law on
regions and non-regional provinces, which was approved by the Parliament in
February, has sparked heated controversy among political blocs.

The draft law on provincial council elections proposes an open slate system,
which gives voters influence on the position of the candidates placed on the
party list and allows an individual voting system.

flos Angeles Times July 16, 2008

In Iraq, Kurd lawmakers walk out of Kirkuk

election session

Legislators object to the choices offered them: postpone voting or share power evenly
among the oil-rich city's three main ethnic groups.

By Alexandra Zavis and Raheem Salman
AGHDAD -- An attempt to push through

legislation needed to hold Iraq's provincial
elections in the fall ended in disarray Tuesday
when Kurdish lawmakers walked out of parlia-
ment over voting provisions in the disputed
city of Kirkuk.
U.S. and lraqi officials hope the polls sched-
uled for Oct. 1 can help ease tensions among
Irag's main ethnic and religious factions by
giving groups that boycotted the last election,
in 2005, a stake in power. But preparations
have been held up because there is no law
setting out procedures to be followed.
The United Nations' special representative in
Iraq, Staffan de Mistura, has warned that it
might not be possible to vote this year unless
a bill is approved this month.
With the main political blocs deadlocked on
key points, a parliamentary committee decided
Sunday to put the bhill to a vote and ask law-
makers to choose among several options.
Kurdish lawmakers objected to the choices
available for Kirkuk: postpone voting until the
future of the oil-rich city is decided or share
power evenly among its three main ethnic
groups -- Kurds, Arabs and Turkmens.
The question of who will control Kirkuk is one
of the most explosive issues in Iragq. Kurds,

Al Jazeera
JULY 18, 2008

who were expelled from the city by the late
Saddam Hussein and replaced with Arabs,
want to include Kirkuk in their semiautono-
mous region to the north.

Arabs worry they would be relegated to
second-class citizenship and want the city and
its oil resources to remain under the control of
the Arab-led central government.

Some Arab and Turkmen lawmakers support
the option put before parliament Tuesday of
electing a 32-member provincial council in
which Arabs, Kurds and Turkmens are allo-
cated 10 seats each. The other two seats would
go to representatives of the city's Christian
minority.

Kurdish lawmakers protested that Kirkuk
should not be treated differently from other
ethnically and religiously mixed cities in Iraq,
many of which they argue are more violent.
"This is against the constitution and contra-
dicts the principle of democracy,” Fuad Ma-
soum, head of the Kurdish alliance, told jour-
nalists after walking out of the session.
Kurdish lawmakers contend that the results of
the provincial elections should determine who

.gets how many seats. But the city's Arabs

accuse the Kurds of stacking any vote by
pressuring Arabs to leave and moving in more
Kurds.

Kurdish lawmakers said they might be willing
to accept a delay in voting, but only if consen-
sus is reached on the matter with the other
parties in Kirkuk. They asked to be given until
Thursday to work out a compromise.

When parliament's Sunni Muslim speaker,
Mahmoud Mashadani, refused to grant them
the delay, the Kurds walked out.

The room then descended into chaos, with
Arab lawmakers shouting and banging their
desks for a vote to go ahead on the election
law, and Mashadani insisting there was no
quorum.

"If those members who take tens of thousands
of dollars [in salaries] were responsible, we
would not be in such a mess," Mashadani
admonished them.

He then announced that he would deduct 5
million Iraqi dinars (about $4,000) from the
salary of any member who failed to attend
parliament without a good reason -- a persis-
tent problem for the body.

When lawmakers began to protest that it was
the Kurds' fault that there was no quorum,
Mashadani snapped back: "They feft for rea-
son. But those who were absent today, they
knew that we had an important bill today.
When they will they come? When?"

Ignoring a war in northern Iraq?

By Ahmed Janabi

Iraqi MPs and politicians have accused the Baghdad government of
tolerating an Iranian military campaign on Iraq's northern territories.

They say the Iranian military has been bombing remote Iragi Kurdish
villages along the northern Irag-iran borders for months under the pretext
that Iranian Kurdish rebels from the party of Free Life of Kurdistan (PJAK)
are taking shelter there.

Hussain al-Jaff, a member of the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP), told
Al Jazeera: "The Kurdish people denounce the media blackout imposed
on this topic. We really do not understand how the Iragi government re-
mains silent at bombing its own national soil."

Mohamad al-Talabani, Al Jazeera’s correspondent in northern Iraq says
the central government's inaction has fuelled mounting feelings of bitter-
ness and resenment among lragi Kurds.

"“The People here are very upset ... ordinary Kurds are questioning why
there was swift rebuke of Turkey's attacks on Kurdish activists in northern
Iraq, but the world is now silent when Iran is doing the same thing," he
said.

Since 2006, Iranian forces have shelled the village of Haj Omran, 5km
inside the lragi-iranian, as well as Marado, Razda and Dolakoka town-
ships.
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knows exactly how many volunteers
work at the newspaper. The political
affiliation of the paper is clear: It
reflects the line of the banned PKK
and its imprisoned leader, Abdullah
Ocalan. Texts written by Ocalan
from the heavily-guarded island
prison of Imrali are printed verbatim
in the newspaper. Seven makes no
secret of this: "The Kurds have an
incredible debt toward this organi-
zation. They gave us back our pride
and our identity."

But he says that there is almost no
hint of gloating in the dozen letters
that he has received concerning the
kidnapping. Most of them, on the
contrary, are full of bile for the
German government.

treatment here -- the broadcasting
ban issued last June on the sole
Kurdish television station Roj TV,
and on the production company
Viko in Wuppertal, is just one indi-
cation of a more forceful approach
by German security agencies -- a
development that has been ob-
served by Yek-Kom deputy chair-
man Demir for a Jong time.

This includes raids on Kurdish
associations in Hanover, Kassel,
Bremen, Koblenz and Berlin -- and
it includes an increasing number of
arrests of top PKK officials ordered
by federal German prosecutors.
There is also an ongoing wave of
asylum revocations, justified by the
German government by pointing to
political reforms in Turkey -- an

Almost every Kurdish family in
Germany has relatives or acquain-
tances in Anatolia who have been
arrested, wounded or abused in the
struggle for the cause or against the
Turkish military. The letters "Q",
"W" and "X" -- which are used in the
Kurdish language -- are still banned
in Turkey. Time and again, Kurdish
politicians are tried and convicted
for using these letters in official
letters. Even the title "Mr." is forbid-
den in connection with Ocalan.

Last week, a report that the Turks
had shaved Ocalan's head in prison
made headlines in the Kurdish
media. “That was torture!" said
guests at the Hamburg "Verein-
shauses Kurdistan" -- an associa-
tion with close ties to the PKK.

lite for Ocalan," said Seyithan
Ormangoren. He is 22 years old.

“As a German, you can't under-
stand how terrible it is to have no
right to your own identity,” explains
Salih Kocero, who runs a Kurdish
tea salon near the main railway
station in Hamburg. Four Kurds are
sitting at a table there and playing
Batak, a Turkish card game. When
asked whether they sympathize
with the PKK, they all laugh. “We all
like the PKK, even if we arent
active members,” says Kocero, who
-- like many others -- came to Ger-
many as a refugee. “There is a
guerrilla fighter in almost every
family.” Kocero pulls a creased
photo from his wallet. “This is my
cousin. He's still alive. He’s with the

Many Kurds in Germany who
sympathize with the PKK are argument that
becoming increasingly infuriated moderate Kurds.

with their treatment here -- the

REUTERS |

July 21, 2008

Two Iranian Revolutionary Guards were killed in fighting with rebels in a
northwestern region (Iranian Kurdistan-Eastern KURDISTAN), official media
said on Sunday, a part of Iran where security forces and Iranian Kurdish PJAK

guerrillas have often clashed in the past.

IRNA said one of those killed in Saturday's incident was a colonel of the Revo-
lutionary Guards, an elite force that is separate from Iran's regular armed

forces.

The Guards had inflicted "heavy blows” on rebels in recent days and killed

several of them, it said.

Earlier this month, Iranian media said Iranian forces had killed a suspected

provokes even

Some of them also shaved their
heads in protest. "l would give my

PKK troops in northern Iraq.”

Kurdish PJAK rebels kill two elite Iran

Revolutionary Guards

istan region and Turkey and captured another.

Iranian forces often clash with guerrillas from the Party of Free Life of Kurdis-
tan (PJAK), an offshoot of the Turkey’s Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) which

took up arms in 1984 to fight for a Kurdish homeland in southeast Turkey.

Like neighbouring Iraq and Turkey, lran has a large Kurdish minority, mainly
living in the country’s northwest.

Iran sees PJAK, as a "terrorist” group.

Since 2004 the PJAK took up arms for self-rule in the country’s mainly Kurdis-

tan province northwestern of Iran (Iranian Kurdistan, Eastern Kurdistan). Half

member of the Kurdish PJAK group operating in border areas near Iragi Kurd-

San Fvancisro Chronicle suy 21, 2008

IRAQI PANEL PROPOSES DELAY IN KEY ELECTION

Preparations for provincial balloting remain at impasse

Brian Murphy, Associated Press

AGHDAD, — Irag's election authority pro-
posed Sunday to delay important provincial
balloting in an apparent sign of frustration over a
political impasse that has stalled preparations for
voting planned for this fall.
The provincial election plan strongly backed by
Washington would shift more political powers to
regions and is viewed by Sunni Arabs as path to
gain more influence over decisions by the Shiite-led
government.
U.S. officials see the voting as another key step in
national reconciliation.
But any prolonged setbacks could slow momentum
for giving Sunnis a greater voice in political and
security affairs considered essential to stabilize the
country and maintain pressure on al-Qaida in Iraq
and other militant factions.
Iraq’s efforts to heal sectarian rifts are likely to be
discussed during the visit to Baghdad by presiden-
tial candidate Barack Obama, who wrapped up a
stop in Afghanistan on Sunday.
But the election plans remain snared in one of Irag’s
thorniest political dilemmas: the future of the oil-
rich northern region of Kirkuk.

Irag’s Kurds, who control a semi-autonomous
region in the north, have held up parliament pas-
sage of a law to allocate funds and set guidelines for
the provincial elections, at the moment scheduled
for Oct. 1.

They oppose a proposed equal distribution of pro-
vincial council seats in the Kirkuk region, which is
outside the Kurdish territory but considered by
many Kurds to be part of their historical land.

The Kurds also are pressing the government to hold
a long-delayed referendum in Kirkuk on whether to
join the Kurdish area.

Kirkuk city is historically a Kurdish city and it lies
just south border of the Kurdistan autonomous
region, the population is a mix of majority Kurds
and minority of Arabs, Christians and Turkmen.
lies 250 km northeast of Baghdad. Kurds have a
strong cultural and emotional attachment to Kirkuk,
which they call "the Kurdish Jerusalem.”

Article 140 of the Iraqi constitution is related to the
normalization of the situation in Kirkuk city and
other disputed areas.

The article also calls for conducting a census to be
followed by a referendum to let the inhabitants
decide whether they would like Kirkuk to be an-
nexed to the autonomous Iraqi Kurdistan region or

the members of PJAK are women.

having it as an independent province.

These stages were supposed to end on December
31, 2007, a deadline that was later extended to six
months to end in July 2008.

The former regime of Iragi President Saddam
Hussein had forced over 250,000 Kurdish residents
to give up their homes to Arabs in the 1970s, to
"Arabize" the city and the region’s oil industry.

The Election Commission, in a statement distrib-
uted to lawmakers and others, said there is no
longer time to organize the elections on schedule
"according to international standards.” It offered a
possible new date of Dec. 22 for the voting in most
areas of the country.

The Iraqi government spokesman, Ali al-Dabbagh,
told The AP that the Cabinet plans to meet Monday
to discuss election dates.

A delay would offer some breathing room to law-
makers trying to overcome Kurdish objections.

But any indefinite postponements would certainly
bring outery from the Sumnis, whose uprising
against al-Qaida last year was considered critical
in uprooting insurgent strongholds and helping in the
sharp drop in violence around Iraqg.
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Bagdad _refuse le projet américain sur le futur statut des GI

SfeMonde

Jeudi 17 juillet 2008

ENTRE John McCain qui entend que PAmé-
rique reste en [rak « jusqu’d la victoire » et
Barack Obama, qui veut rappeler I'essentiel
des troupes « de combat » présentement sta-
tionnées dans le pays (environ un tiers des
146 000 soldats sur place), Bagdad ne veut

 pas choisir. En tout cas, pas tout de suite,

avant les élections capitales qui doivent

* avoir lieu en octobre pour choisir les maires;

les gouverneurs et les « députés » des
assemblées régionales dansles 18 provin-

. cesdu pays.

Chan

En réclamant que actord qui devra
codifier la présence de Parmée américaine
en Irak au-dela du 31 décembre, date &
laquelle les résolutions'onusienneés quila

1égalisént dépuis 2003 prennént fin, cofin-

prenne un « calendrier de retrait » des sol-
dats étrangers, le premier ministre ira-
kien, Nouri Al- Malik‘i a virtuellement mis

;- fin aux negoc1at10ns sur le. sujet.Le pre51-
* derit Bush I’a encore répété, mardi, il

« rejette fortement » les « calendriers artifi-
ciels de retrait ». En conséquence, Ali

. Al-Dabbagh, porte-parole du premier

* « fort possible » que 'accord a long terme

ministre, a indiqué qu’i] était désormais

(dix ans au moms) surle futur statut des
forces (Statute of Forces Agreement

* SOFA) « soit retardé jusqu’a I élection

d’une nouvelle admzmstranon » aWashmg- '

ton. Aprés cing mois de négociations sur
le sujet, il n’est plus question, a Bagdad,
que de signer un simple « accord intérimai-
re », valable une'année. Cette approche
satisfait les'démocratés américains. Dans
son « plan pour UIrak » publié lundi

- 14juillet dans la presse américaine et par-

tiellement réitéré mardi, Barack Obama,
qui veut « mettrefind la  guerre » dans ce

pays, afin de dégager des troupes pour les

. envoyer en Afghanistan, a estimé que I’ap--
+ pel de M. Maliki constituait une « énorme
! oppommzte » pour son pays de revoir sa

 stratégie en Irak. Le candidat démocratea
"' Pélection pre51dent1elle de novembre

« affinera » sa position aprés la visite qu’il
doit effectuer sur place.

Consequence de la forte baisse des inci- .

dents armés quotidiens enreglstres surle

. terrain depuis lautomne 2007, il n’est pas

exclu que plu51eurs milliers de soldats
soientencore retirés d’Irak d’ici ala. ﬁn de
Pannée. Les discussions sur le SOFA

" achoppent sur plusieurs points : Padminis-

tration Bush veut conserver 'immunité
dont jouissent ses soldats et ses milliers

© . de contractuels civils. Elle veut continuer

de controler Pespace aérien irakien,
conserver les dxzames de bases quelle

occupe et garder le droit d’arréter tout
citoyen irakien « suspect ».

Dans un pays ot1 70 % des habitants
demandent réguliérement le départ des
« troupes d’occupation »,aucun gouverne-
ment ne peut ewdemment accepter ces exi-
gences. Encore moins en période pré-élec-
torale, quand tous les partis en course affi-
chent des postures nationalistes. Ce qui
n’empéche pag les arriére-pensées. « Les
Kurdes, avouait récemment, dans le quoti-
dien saoudien Asharg Al-Awsat, le minis-

tre de l'intérieur, Jawad Al-Bolani, sont

~ pourle SOFA : en public et en privé. Les chii-

. tes sont pour publiquement, mais secréte-

ment opposés. Quant aux sunnites, ils sont
contre en public, mais pour en privé: » La

négociation reprendra en 2009 avec le
. nouvel hote de la Maison Blanche. ®

PATR_ICE CLAUDE

Etats-Unis Le candidat démocrate a la Maison Blanche promet de retirer les troupes d’Irak avant 'été 2010

Barack Obama précise les axes de sa diplomatie

fe Monde

Jeudi 17 juiltet 2008

Présidentielle

NEW YORK

CORRESPONDANT
onvaincu que la « prédominance »
C de la question irakienne « distrait »
les Etats-Unis de lavéritable menace
terroriste, le candidat démocrate a I’élec-
tion présidentielle de novembre, Barack
Obama, a promis, §'il est élu président, de
rapatrier la plupart des troupes américai-
nes d’Irak avant I'été 2010, pour « recen-
trer » les ressources américaimes sur le
« combat contre Al-Qaida en Afghanistan et
au Pakistan ». Son adversaire, le candidat
républicain John McCain, n’a pas réalisé
que « la ligne de front centrale de la guerre
contre le terrorisme n’est pas Ulrak et ne l'a
Jjamais été »,adénoncéle sénateur de I'Illi-
nois, dans un discours de politique étran-
gére prononcé,mardi15juillet,d Washing-

ton.

« Dés mon premier jouren poste, jedonne-
rai a notre armée pour nouvelle mission de

~ diplomates

mettre un terme d cette guerre », a précisé
M. Obama, affinnant que les Etats-Unis
pouvaient « redéployer sans danger » leurs
troupes de combat en moins de seize mois.
Sept ans aprés le début de la guerre, son
administration ne garderait alors en Irak
quune « force résiduelle pour (...) s’atta-
quer aux vestiges d’Al-Qaida, protéger les
et . personnels militaires
[américains] et entrainer les for-
ces de sécurité irakiennes »,sans

Afghanistan - qui était censée I’aider a se
forger une opinion.
.Mais, selon le candidat démocrate, la

guerre en Irak, dont M. McCain était, a-t-il

rappelé, « Pun des plus chauds partisans »,

a '« coiité des milliers de vies américaines,
prés d’un trillion de dollars [et] aliéné les

alliés ». « Nous ne pouvons tolérer cette pres-
szon sur nos forces pour une guerre qui-ne
nousapas apportéd’avantage de

- sécurité »,amartelé Barack Oba- |

chercher a conserver des bases g(e fl;?):ll?cl :ntral e ma, opposant de la premiére
permanentes dans le pays. dela guerre contre heure a Pintervention en Irak. .
Le président George Bush a, let errg:ri sme n'est. Les.Etats-Unis devront quand
pour sa part, rejeté « les calen- asllraketnel'a méme « étre aussi prudents en -
driers artificiels de retrait », tan- P _[se] retirant d’Irak [qu’ils ont] °

dis que John McCain répliquait
que PAmérique  pouvait
« gagner a la fois en Irak et en
Afghanistan ». Le sénateur de
I’Arizona préconise d’envoyer en Afghanis-
tan environ 15 000 hommes de plus,surle -
modéle de la « vague » de-renforts qui a,
selon lui, permis de « renverser le cours de
laguerreenIrak » .M. McCamaegalement
raillé M. Obama pour avoir détaillé ses
vues 4 quelques jours d’une tournée 2
P’étranger — notamment en Irak et en

Jamais été 3

Barack Obama

été négligents en y entrant »,
a-t-il précisé.
Contraint d’admettre que la

derniers mois, permis de « réduire le
niveau de violence », M. Obama a noté que,
pendant ce temps, en Afghanistan, « les
talibans sont passés & Uoffensive », et qu’au
Pakistan, « Al-Qaida bénéficte de plus en
plus d’un sanctuaire ». « Nous manquons
de ressources pour termmer le travaila cause

. ; « vague » de renforts défendue
parJohnMcCamen Irak avait, ces dix-huit '
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:de notre engagement envers Ulrak », a-t-il
© dit, promettant de faire de ce combat la
, « priorité absolue », en envoyant notam-
' ment 10 000 soldats supplémentaires.

Laplus grande menace se trouve « dans
+ les régions tribales du Pakistan, ou les terro-
ristes s’entrainent et d’ou les insurgés frap-
penten Afghanistan »,estime Barack Oba-
ma, qui prévient que, si le Pakistan ne fait
rien, les Etats-Unis « supprimeront des
cibles terroristes de haut niveau comme
[Oussama] Ben Laden si elles sont dans
. [leur]lignede mire ». Et d’ajouter : « Nous
devons offrir autre chosé qu’un chéque en
blanc ¢ un général [Pervez Musharraf] qui
© a perdu la confiance de son peuple. »
« Le fait que le président nous ait entrai-
nés sous des motifs trompeurs dans une
. guerre malencontreuse nediminueenrien la
menaceque constituent des armes de destruc-
tion massive awcmains de terroristes », esti-
me par ailleurs le candidat démocrate, qui
veut mettre tous les matériels nucléaires
«qa labri des terroristes et des Etats-
voyous ».
A propos de PIran, M. Obaina affirme
ne pas pouvoir « tolerer des armes nucléai-
res aux mains d°Etats qui soutiennent le ter-

rorisme », mais a réitéré sa proposition de
« rencoritrer les dirigeants iraniens compé-
tents ».

M. Obama promet en outre de mettre
un terme a la « tyrannie du pétrole » qui,
selonlui, « finance lesbombesdes terroristes
de Bagdad a Beyrouth ». Le changement
climatique représente pour le sénateur
démocrate une « crise de sécurité nationa-
Ie », qui menace les cOtes américaines et
risque de mettre les peuples en compéti-
tion pour 'eau et la nourriture. Evoquant
une « nouvelle érede coopération internatio-
nale », M. Obama promet enfin de
« reconstruire » les alliances des Etats-
Unis. « Pendant huit ans, nous avons payé
le prix d’une politique étrangére qui donne
des lecons sans écouter »,a-t-il déploré,

Selon un sondage ABC-Washington
Post publié mardi, Barack Obama devance
John McCain de 8 points, mais le candidat
républicain reste considéré comme mieux
a méme de régler le probléme irakien par
une courte majorité d’électeurs. '

PHILIPPE BOLOPION

feMionde
Mercr‘ec!i 16 juillet 2008

146 000. C'est le nombre de militaires
américains déployés en Irak au sein de
fa Force muitinationale. Le président
George Bush avait annoncé, en septem-
bre 2007, qu'it entendait réduire pro-
gressivement le contingent américain
. de20 215 brigades. Auterme de ce

retrait, le nombre de soldats américains
devait donc s’établir 3146 000 hom-
mes enjuillet, auxquels s'ajoutent, au

- sein de cette Force multinationale, quel-
que 10 000 hommes originaires d'une
dizainede pays.
4 000. C'est le nombre de soldats amé-
ricains morts en Irak depuis 2003.
32 000. C'est le nombre de soldats
américains déployés en Afghanistan au .
sein de la. Force internationale d'assis-
tance alasécurité (ISAF) etde'opéra-
tion « Liberté immuable », composee a
85 % d'Américains. - -

" SYRIE DROITS DE L'"HOMME

Les rares dissidents syriens restent soumis
a une répression impitoyable de la part des autorités

LA QUESTION des dr01ts delhomme en
Syrie a bien été évoquée par le pres1dent
Nicolas Sarkozy lors de son entretien a
Paris, samedi 12 juillet, avec son homolo-
gue Bachar Al-Assad. Dans les entretiens
quil a accordés aux médias frangals
avant sa visite en France; la premiére
depuis décembre 2002, le président
syrien avait répondu par avance aux criti-
ques en estimant notamment que les der-
niéres condainnations prononcées i ’en-
contre des principales figures de la dissi-
dence syrienne avaient sanctionné des
comportements portant-atteinte a 'Etat.

Lorsqu’il est interrogé sur la situation
deslibertés depuis qu’il a accédé ala prési-
dence de la Syrie en juillet 2000, M. Al-
Assad avance souventl’argument durela-
tivisme culturel etla lenteur des réformes
engagées. Avec ses visiteurs occidentaux,
il arrive aussi qu’il joue de 'épouvantail
islamiste, comme d’autres sur le pour-
tour méditerranéen, ou qu’il mette en cau-
se les relations entretenues, selon lui, par
ses opposants  ses adversaires étrangers
les plus déterminés, & commencer par
Walid Joumblatt, Je dirigeant du Parti
socialiste progressiste libanais.

A la différence de son pere, Hafez
Al-Assad, confronté dans les aniiéés 1970
et 1980 a un véritable mouvement insur-
rectionnel armé alimenté par une frange
radicale du mouvement des Fréres musul-
mans, le président syrien est défié depuis
son accession au pouvoir par un embryon
de dissidence privilégiant le débat politi-
que. Cette dissidence a été étouffée une

. premiére fois, en 2001, lorsqu’un coup

d’arrét a été porté aux « salons politi-
ques » qui avaient vu'le jour a la faveur
d’un bref « printemps de Damas ».

Dissidence décimée
Une deuxiéme vague de répression a été

déclenchée,en 2006, aprés lasignature par.

des intellectitels, dontle journaliste et écri-
vain Michel Kilo, d’une pétition syro-liba-
naise faisant suite au retrait des troupes
syriennes stationnées au Liban. Des arres-
tations ont enfin suivi la réunion 4 Dainas,
en décembre 2007, de membres de cette
opposition. Selon 'organisation de défen-
se des droits de I'hlomme Human Rights
Watch, treize responsables sont actuelle-
ment poursuivis pour « affaiblissement du
sentiment national » (une accusation por-

tée contre un blogueur arrété en 2007)
mais aussi pour « diffusion de nouvelles
fausses ou exagérées qui pourraient affecter le
moral du pays » et « appartenance d une
organisation formée dans le but de changer
la structure de PEtat ». A ce harcélement
s’ajoute la répression de la contestation
kurde, localisée dansle nord-estdu pays, et
qui s’est manifestée a plusieurs reprises
depuis les émeutes de Qamichli, en 2004.

La dissidence syrienne a été littérale-
ment décimée par ces arrestations. Ancien
homme d’affaires et ancien député, Riyad
Seif a été arrété, en décembre 2007, aprés
avoir déja purgé des peines de prison. Son
état de santé alimente 'inquiétude de ses
proches. Autres responsables déja passés
par. la prison, pour des peines allant de
deux a dix-sept ans, les journalistes Fayez
‘Sara, Ali Abdallah et Akram Bounni sont a
nouveau derriére les barreaux,

A prés de 80 ans, le plus célébre oppo-
sant syrien, Riyad Turk, ancien secrétaire
général du Parti communiste-bureau poli-
tique qui a déja passé plus de dix-sept ans
en prison serait, selon cértaines-sources,
entré en clandestinité.

‘ GILLES PARIS

50


















Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

of worship. The legitimacy and

. credibility of the king’s move

" will, to a large extent, depend on
the state of Sunni-Shiite relations
within Saudi Arabia.

_ Recent moves indicate that the
king is aware of this situation,
and wants to make advances,

. even at the price of infuriating

- some members of the ulema.

This month, 22 radical Saudi
clerics issued a fatwa, or religious
edict, saying that Lebanon’s
Shiite Hezbollah movement’s
fight against Israel is a disguise to
conceal its anti-Sunni agenda.
They proclaimed Shiites followed
“infidel precepts.”

Reaction. was swift: Mo-
hammed al-Nujaimi, a prominent

.cleric from the religious estab-

- lishment was dispatched recently

- to mend fences with Shiites. He
met with Hassan al-Saffar, the
leader of the Shiite community in
Saudi Ardbia, and other represen-

. tatives to condemn the edict.

There is good reason to believe that the king was be-
hind this effort. v
By Saudi standards, this is a bold move, as the
rulers of the kingdom are always wary not to antag-
onize the ulema, who provide them with legitimacy.
Anti-Shiite sentiment is one of the main tenets of
the ulema’s ideology, usually referred to as Wahab- -
bism, a very puritan and intolerant version of Islam.
Tl;he king’s overture is unlikely to be appreciated by
them. ' '
There are reasons to be skeptical about the out-
come of the king reaching out to the Shiite communi-
ty, but mounting tensions and the king’s interfaith
projects have created a state of affairs in which the
Saudi Shiite situation cannot be shunned any longer.
. If a decent modus vivendi is worked out there, then it
can have some impact on Sunni-Shiite relations
- worldwide thanks to the kingdom’s special position
within the Islamic world as the guardian of the reli-
gion’s two most holy sites, and reassert the House of
Saud over an obscurantist and anachronistic ulema.
Inshallah. ' :

Reza Zia-Ebrahimi is a Middle East consultant aﬁd
commentator based in Oxford, England. '

Thbmas L. Fi‘iedman

Ferald zim Tribune
July 24, 2008

ohn McCain needs to wake up and
smell the Arabic coffee. :
I know this is not an easy time for
him. When you have been beaten up
for four years because of your support
for the Iraq war, and then you get some-
thing big right — your support for the
surge — you want to be able to savor
that for a while. You want to make your
rightness on that issue the issue of the
presidential election. ' v
McCain was right about the surge. It
has helped to stabilize Iraq and create a

better chance there for political recon-

ciliation. But Iraq has always been a sto-
ry full of surprises. And one of the most

important political surprises is how -

quickly the surge has made Iraq safe for

“Barack Obama’s foreign policy — and

for the election policy of the Iraqi prime
minister, Nuri Kamal al-Maliki.

Do not believe for a second that there
was any mistranslation when Maliki
blurted out to the German magazine
Der Spiegel recently that Obama’s with-
drawal timetable for U.S. combat troops

- from Iraq — 16 months after the next

U.S. president is sworn in — “could be
suitable.” Maliki was quite specific:
“Who wants to exit in a quicker way has
a better assessment of the situation in
Iraq.”

He was speaking a deep truth: The
modicum of stability produced by the
surge has changed the political dynam-
ics of the Iraq story — not irreversibly

yet, not as much as necessary yet, but .

enough to have important ramifica-
tions. U.S. officials in Iraq tell me that
the success of the Surini tribes in beat-
ing back Al Qaeda in their regions and
the success of the mainstream Shiites in
beating back Moktada al-Sadr’s militia

and other pro-Iranian elements in
Baghdad and Basra has Iraqis looking at
themselves differently and therefore at
America’s presence in Iraq differently. -

More and more mainstream Iragi
politicians believe they are able to run
their own affairs, and fewer and fewer
mainstream Americans believe the
United States is able to devote another
presidency to Iraq. )

“Americans are looking forward to
the post-Iraq phase of U.S. politics, and
Iraqis are now looking forward to the

post-American phase of Iraqi politics,”
said Michael Mandelbaum, a foreign

policy expert at Johns Hopkins Univer- -

sity. That is the reality of post-surge
Iraq and post-subprime America — and
any leader in either country who ig-
nores that reality does so at his or her
peril.

Forget about our narrative on this

 war — how we “liberated Iraq.” Think

about the Iraqi narrative. Noone likes to

be liberated or occupied by someone

else. It is humiliating. France still hasn’t
gotten over the fact that it had to be lib-
erated by the Allies. What is important

" is how, with the help of the surge, Iraqis

have finally started to liberate them-
selves — the Sunnis from their extrem-
ists and the Shiites from their extrem-
ists. The question in Iraq is: Can these
parallel liberation movements actually
merge into a single national liberation/
unity movement? I don’t know.

But I do know this: While we Ameri-

cans would like an Iragi national move-

ment — binding Shiites, Kurds and Sun-

nis — to coalesce, we don’t want it
coalescing in opposition to us. Running
against the continued U.S. presence in
Iraq will be a very tempting campaign

- to stabilize. .

theme for Iragi politicians — in both the

- upcoming Iraqi provincial and parlia-

mentary elections — if Iraq continues

So Maliki was actually sending
America two important messages via
Der Spiegel: He was telling.us to the ex-
tent that the Iraqi Army and state con-
tinue to get on their feet, the continued
U.S. occupation of Iraq is going to be-'
come an issue in Iraqi politics and no
politician — particularly Maliki — is
going to let himself be outdone by rivals
in calling for the Americans to go. And
he was also telling us to remember

something: Iraq is an Arab country. It is
the heart of the Arab world. It is not
Germany. It is not Japan. To the extent
that it comes together as a country, it

. will not tolerate a prolonged, highly vis-

ible U.S. military presence.

So McCain, who called the surge
right, may get little credit, because the
story now is about post-surge Iraq. Mc-

" Cain’s post-surge view — which also

may be right — is that Iraqis still do not
have the military force capable of pro-
tecting their homeland and need more
U.S. help in nation-building. Mean-
while, Obama, who was not a surge
supporter and simply stuck to his I6-
month withdrawal timetable, finds
himself — by luck ot smarts — in per-
fect harmony with the post-surge
mood in Iraq. His timetable may be too
short, but Obama can worry about that”
later. : '

All of which suggests that the right
position on Iraq today is probably
“McBama” — stick to a clear withdraw-
al timetable because post-surge Iraqi
and American politics will tolerate -
nothing else — but leave yourself some
wiggle room if things keep getting bet-
ter, but not exactly on schedule. Always

- remember: The more Iraq is seen as suc-

ceeding on its own, without U.S. scaf-.
folding, the more positive impact it will
have on the neighborhood. ' :
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fLos Angeles Timespuetein:

By Alexandra Zavis Los Angeles Times

IL, IRAQ — Oliver Stone couldn't have staged

more surreal scene: Balancing wine glasses in
their hands, a group of Hollywood executives
boogied to the Beach Boys in the foothills of
northern Iraq as bursts of fireworks lit up the night
sky. § The Fourth of July garden party, at a slick
new hotel on the outskirts of the northern city of
Irbil, was just one stop on an elaborate government-
hosted tour aimed at luring Hollywood money and
talent to this largely autonomous and relatively
peaceful Kurdish enclave. Among the revelers were
potential investors, diplomats, Kurdish officials and
representatives of the U.S.-led forces in Iraq, in
addition to the coterie of Hollywood types. § As the
rest of lraq plunged into violence, returning Kurdish
exiles and foreign investors poured billions of dollars
into the country's three northern provinces,
transforming the two main cities into giant
construction sites, bristling with scaffolding and
cranes. Housing developments and shopping centers
are rising from the dirt. Deals to tap the region's
massive oil reserves are underway.
Now the Kurds, an ethnic minority who were
persecuted by Saddam Hussein's Arab regime, say
they are ready for their close-up.
The Kurdistan regional government is rolling out the
red carpet for the motion picture business, hoping
that Hollywood can help showcase their land,
culture and tortured history for the world.
"It is through the movies of Hollywood that we know
what is happening in the United States,” Nawjad
Mawlood, governor of Irbil province, told the
Hollywood entourage that had traveled thousands of
miles to hear his pitch. "And it is very important to
see our place in your movies."
Indeed, the Kurds don't have to look far to see what
the globalization of Hollywood means, both
culturally and economically. Abu Dhabi and Dubai,
in the United Arab Emirates, are investing millions in
theme parks and theater complexes. New Zealand
and Australia are vying to attract film production
with their state-of-the-art digital studios and
breathtaking vistas for location shooting. India's
Reliance ADA Group is negotiating to invest $1.2
billion in DreamWorks SKG, the first major link
between Bollywood and Hollywood.
Kurdish filmmakers hope they too can join forces
with Hollywood -- even though insurance will be
hard to get, there's not much in the way of
production facilities or skilled crews, and coddled
stars won't have the luxurious amenities to which
they're accustomed.
Not surprisingly in a region where many leaders
were until a few years ago in the mountains fighting
Hussein's army, Kurdistan's own film industry is far

ENTERTAINMENT
Hollywood goes on location to work with Iraq’'s Kurds

Away from the war zone, an ethnic minority seeks guidance on creating a film industry.

from off the ground. The few movies made locally
are shot digitally because there are no labs to
process film. Nor are there theaters to show movies
(though several are planned). Virtually all the DVDs
for sale are pirated.

But, said George Braunstein, a lawyer and producer
who was part of the group, it's clear what Hollywood
can bring to Kurdistan: an injection of cash into the
local economy.

"If 1 am General Motors and 1 want to come in, you
are going to have to put in roads, lay down power
lines and spend millions of dollars on infrastructure
for me," Braunstein said. "When film crews come in
... they work with what is there, and they spend a
huge amount of money on food, hotels, gas, not to
mention the jobs that come in."

The Kurds' flirtation with Hollywood began when
they hired the Michael Russell Group, a Los Angeles
movie marketing firm, to help sell a Kurdish-
language film in the U.S.

"Jani Gal" ("Agony of a Nation") was produced by
Hero Ibrahim Ahmed, the wife of lraqi President
Jalal Talabani and a former guerrilla fighter.
Adapted from a novel written by her late father, it
tells the story of a man who endures years of prison
after he inadvertently gets caught up in a
demonstration while searching for a midwife for his
pregnant wife.

After working with MRG on the film, Najat
Abdullah, the Kurdish government's cultural attache
in Washington, told the firm that what he really
wanted was advice on developing the Kurdish film
industry.

MRG's Stephen Locascio approached 10 Hollywood
types about visiting the region to see what it had to
offer. Three agreed to go, including Kristin Jones,
senior vice president at Walt Disney Co.'s Miramax
Films unit, and Jorge Camara, president of the
Hollywood Foreign Press Assn., which organizes the
Golden Globe Awards.

Jones was at the Cannes Film Festival in May when
she received word about the trip from her assistant
in Los Angeles.

"It was about 2 in the morning. 1 was finally in my
room, my head was spinning from the 85 meetings |
had had that day and I literally got an e-mail that
said, 'Feel like going to Kurdistan?' " she said,
laughing. "1 thought: Is this a joke?"

But Jones is serious about where she thinks the
future of Hollywood rests: "The growth in the film
industry isn't in the United States, it's abroad,” she
said.

Everyone in the group admitted to qualms about
flying to Iraq. Braunstein, however, eventually
decided to bring his business partner and wife,

DIYARBAKIR, July 28, 2008 (AFP)

more than 150 wounded.

Bingol Governor Irfan Balkanlioglu said the attack on the police station appeared to be a
retaliatory act after an intensified army crackdown against the Turkey's separatist
Kurdistan Workers' Party, or PKK, both inside Turkey and neighboring Kurdistan region

"northern Iraq", where the rebels take refuge.

"They have reached the end. They are trying to cover up their heavy losses in northern
Irag by attacking innocent people," Anatolia quoted the governor as saying.
Turkish fighter jets bombed PKK camps in the Qandil mountains in Kurdistan region

Kurdish Southeastern region of Turkey, —
A Kurdish PKK militant hurled a hand grenade overnight at a police station in southeastern
Turkey before being shot dead by the security forces, officials said Monday.

Two other militants from the Turkey's Kurdistan workers' party (PKK) who took part in the
attack in the Kurdish city of Bingol were captured injured and the police were looking for a
fourth suspected accomplice,www.ekurd.net security sources said.

The incident took place around 10:00 pm (1900 GMT) Sunday, just as two bombs
exploded in a residential neighborhood in Istanbul, killing at least 16 people and leaving

Laura, and even their 22-year old son, Clark, along
for the experience.

It came as a surprise to the Hollywood contingent
that most Kurds welcome Americans, whom they
credit with shielding them from Hussein's brutality
since the imposition of a no-fly zone over their area
in the 1990s.

Still, the Kurdish authorities left nothing to chance.
The delegation was whisked around at high speed in
armored Land Cruisers, accompanied by a large
retinue of Kalashnikov-wielding bodyguards in suits
and dark shades.

Their itinerary was only divulged at the last minute,
which caused some anxiety among the type-A
personalities that were used to being in charge. Cold
showers and patchy Internet access were other
unpleasant surprises.

But those were overwhelmed by the region's
majestic peaks, ancient citadel and bazaars, and the
people's anguished tales of massacres and revolt.
"Every place you put a camera would be a unique
background for a great story," Braunstein said. "It's a
very exotic location."

Good locations are not enough, however. Braunstein
got down to business at a meeting in Irbil with the
region's acting culture minister, Medhi Mendelawi.
As long as the State Department has an advisory
posted on its website warning Americans not fo
travel to Iraq, no insurer that works with the major
studios would provide coverage to film in the
country, Braunstein explained to Mendelawi.
Kurdish officials have hired lobbyists in Washington
to try to have the warning amended to exclude their
region. Negotiations are also underway with
foreign-based companies to provide insurance
locally. That way, Mendelawi said, investors could
purchase $10 million of coverage right here in
Kurdistan.

"We're going to need more than that," Braunstein cut
in.

That was an example, Mendelawi assured him. It
could also be $100 million.

"Now you're talking," Braunstein said.

He advised the government to set up a film
commission to vet prospective projects and provide
filmmakers with information about locations, crews
and equipment in the region. He also suggested they
invest in a professional film school and begin
enforcing copyright laws.

When Braunstein finished, Mendelawi took a deep
breath.

"Thank you for your ideas," he said. "We'll work on
it. Hopefully we will achieve something.”

Kurd killed in attack on Turkish police station

The Turkish media blamed the PKK for the twin blasts in Istanbul, even though officials

haven't yet said who was behind the attacks.

Over 39,000 Turkish soldiers and Kurdish PKK guerrillas have been killed since 1984
when the Turkey's Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) took up arms for self-rule in the
country's mainly Kurdish southeast of Turkey. A large Turkey's Kurdish community openly
sympathise with the Kurdish PKK rebels.

The PKK demanded Turkey's recognition of the Kurds' identity in its constitution and of
their language as a native language along with Turkish in the country's Kurdish areas, the
party also demanded an end to ethnic discrimination in Turkish laws and constitution

against Kurds, ranting them full political freedoms.

The PKK is considered a 'terrorist' organization by Ankara, U.S., the PKK continues to be
on the blacklist list in EU despite court ruling which overturned a decision to place the
Kurdish rebel group PKK and its political wing on the European Union's terror list.

Turkey refuses to recognize its Kurdish population as a distinct minority. It has allowed

"northern Iraq" www.ekurd.net & major rebel stronghold, Sunday.

some cuitural rights such as limited broadcasts in the Kurdish language and private
Kurdish language courses with the prodding of the European Union, but Kurdish politicians
say the measures fall short of their expectations.

~ 60>
























Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

MANIFESTATION DE KURDES A ERBIL CONTRE

ERBIL (frak), 29 juil 2008 (AFP) -

PLUSIEURS milliers de Kurdes ont manifesté mardi & Erbil (350 km au nord
de Bagdad), capitale du Kurdistan irakien, devant le siége du Parlement local
pour protester contre un projet trés controverse de loi électorale, a constaté un
journaliste de I'AFP,

Des manifestants brandissaient des drapeaux du Kurdistan, d'autres portant
des pancartes comparant Mahmoud Mashadani, président du Parlement
irakien, a I'ancien dictateur irakien Saddam Hussein.

"Ceux qui ont fait passer la loi sont pareils que Saddam Hussein. Nous vou-
lons vivre dans notre pays librement, indépendamment, loin des sectes, car
nous sommes tous Irakiens. Nous voulons vivre sous notre drapeau", a lance
Ahmed Salim, un retraité de 59 ans.

Pour Abdelhamid al-Barazandji, professeur d'université, "'approbation de la
loi (électorale) par le Parlement pose une pierre sur la route de I'article 140 de
la Constitution", qui prévoit notamment la tenue d'un référendum a Kirkouk par
lequel les habitants doivent dire s'ils veulent étre rattachés au Kurdistan ira-
kien ou non.

Les Kurdes s'opposent a la loi électorale en raison d'un différend sur la réparti-

LA LOI SUR LES ELECTIONS

tion du pouvoir entre les différentes communautés de la région de Kirkouk,
riche en pétrole.

Kirkouk avait été placée par I'ancien président Saddam Hussein hors du
Kurdistan irakien, une région indépendante de facto depuis 1991.

Alors que les Kurdes ont aujourd'hui consolide leur pouvoir au sein du nouvel
Irak, ils exigent le rattachement de la ville a leur région autonome située a une
cinquantaine de kilométres plus au nord.

Le projet de loi électorale, approuvé par le Parlement le 22 juillet, avait été
rejeté deux jours plus tard par le Conseil présidentiel, ce qui risque d'entrainer
le report de scrutins provinciaux prévus en octobre.

Le Parlement avait approuvé le projet de loi dans un contexte tendu. Seuls 140
députés sur 275 étaient présents au moment du vote et de nombreux parie-
mentaires ont dénoncé des irrégularités dans la procédure du vote, boycottée
par les 54 députes kurdes et d'autres législateurs hostiles a la loi.

En réaction, le Conseil présidentiel, composé du président kurde Jalal Talaba-
ni et de ses deux vice-présidents, avait opposé son veto au texte. Des députés
ont depuis entamé Ia révision du projet de loi, espérant trouver un compromis.

DUBAI, 29 juil 2008 (AFP)-

GAS CITIES LLC, coentreprise émiratie regroupant Dana Gas et Crescent
Petroleum, a annoncé mardi avoir &té désignée par les autorités kurdes du
nord de l'lrak pour construire un important complexe gazier, a rapporté
I'agence officielle Wam.

La "Kurdistan Gas City" sera édifiée sur un site de 42,8 millions de m2 et doit
attirer des investissements de 40 milliards de dollars, selon la Wam.

L'investissement dans l'infrastructure se montera a 3 milliards de dollars.

Le site comprendra des zones industrielle, commerciale et résidentielles. Pas
moins de 20 industries pétrochimiques et lourdes y seront implantées.

Hamid Jafar, le patron de Dana Gas, une société privée, a indiqué s'attendre a

DES FIRMES DES EMIRATS LANCENT UN PROJET
GAZI|ER AU KURDISTAN D'IRAK

la création de 200.000 emplois sur ce site.

Selon les deux firmes, 80% d'un réseau de 180 km de gazoducs a déja ete
construit au Kurdistan irakien, ainsi que deux usine de liquéfaction destinées a
alimenter des unités de production d'¢lectricité.

La production des deux usines doit démarrer dans les prochaines semaines a
raison de 4,24 millions de m3 par jour, et doit doubler début 2009.

La region kurde semi-autonome du nord de {'irak, riche en pétrole, est l'une
des plus sires du pays. Le gouvernement régional a déja signé des contrats
d'exploration et d'exportation de brut avec des compagnies internationales
aprés avoir adopté son propre arsenal législatif en aout 2007, déclenchant la
colére du gouvernement central de Bagdad, qui nie la validité de ces contrats.

- Voices of Irag
July 31, 2008

- Fglell algal ‘
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Turkish PM Voices concerns on Kurdish claims

to annex Kirkuk into Kurdistan-statement

BAGHDAD, July31 (VOI) - Turkey expressed concerns on Kurdish claims of
annexing Kirkuk to the semi-autonomous region of Kurdistan.

“Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan voiced his concerns to
President Jalal Talabani about Kirkuk’s local council request to annex Kirkuk
to Kurdistan region”, said a president office statement received by Aswat al-
Iraq-Voices of Iraq (VOI). Fighting Kurdish fighters in its south-eastern region,
Turkey opposes Kurdish claims to annex Kirkuk, where Kurds, Arab and
Turkmen-one of the Turkish languages-struggle over the identity of the oil-rich
city.

The announcement pointed out “the Turkish PM expressed his support to give
32% share to the city’s main denominations and 4% to its Chado-Assyrians
(Christian) minority”. On Thursday, 24 Kurdish members of Kirkuk's local
council requested annexing Kirkuk to Kurdistan's region amid staunch opposi-
tion from Arab and Turkmen members.

“The step did not mean joining Kurdistan’s region but underscored the threat in
case parliamentary blocs and the Kurdish Coalition could not reach an agree-
ment on the provincial polls law,” the statement cited Talabani as saying.

The Iragi president emphasized the importance of “reaching accordance
among Kirkuk's ethnicities in tandem with his quest to strike a deal among
traq’s denominations”. Iraq's Parliament passed the provincial election bill one
week ago, but a waltkout by Kurdish lawmakers over how to deal with the

disputed oil city of Kirkuk unleashed heated debate about it.

The Presidential Board appealed it, citing violation of the national reconciliation
and upsetting the quota for women as reasons. The law is meant to pave the
way for polls seen as vital to reconciling Irag’s factions, who boycotted the last
provincial elections in 2005, with its other communities.

The provincial elections law had been held up by a dispute over what to do
about voting in multi-ethnic Kirkuk, where a dispute is simmering between
Kurds who say the city should belong to the largely autonomous Kurdistan
region and Arabs who want it to stay under central government authority.

Arabs and Turkmen believe Kurds have stacked the city with Kurds since the
downfall of Saddam in 2003 to try to tip the demographic balance in their favor
in any vote. Arabs encouraged to move there under Saddam Hussein's rule
fear the vote will consolidate Kurdish power and they sought to postpone it, a
proposal Kurdish politicians have rejected.

Parliament decided to postpone the vote and add another article that the Kurds
found unacceptable: that each ethnic or sectarian group gets a set allocation of
seats and voting is between individual candidates from those groups. Kurds,
Arabs and Turkmen get 10 seats each. Minority Christians get
two. Washington has been urging a speedy provincial election, which it sees
as a pillar of national reconciliation, but the poll is also proving a potential
flashpoint for tensions.
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- Voices of Iraq
July 30,2008

IRAQ, July 30 (VOI) - A Kurdish lawmaker on Wednesday said his bloc
would not accept the principle of sharing powers in Kirkuk, stressing the
importance of holding elections in the oil-rich northern Province.

Irag's Parliament passed the provincial election bill one week ago, but a
walkout by Kurdish lawmakers over how to deal with the disputed oil city of
Kirkuk unleashed heated debate about it.

The Presidential Board appealed it, citing violation of the national reconciliation
and upsetting the quota for women as reasons. The law is meant to pave the
way for polls seen as vital to reconciling Irag's factions, who boycotted the last
provincial elections in 2005, with its other communities.

"The Kurdistan Coalition (KC) bloc would not accept any form of power
sharing in Kirkuk, but we do not mind the province's administration being
shared by all (ethnic) groups," MP Mahmoud Othman from the Kurdish bloc,
told Aswat al-Iraq -Voices of fraq - (VOI).

He noted "elections in Kirkuk must be held in a way that ensures the rights of
all (groups)."

The Kurdish lawmaker highlighted "those who called for sharing powers in
Kirkuk aimed at violating the constitution and we would not allow any form of

Kurds reject power sharing in Kirkuk-MP

flouting the constitution voted on by the Iragi people.”

The provincial elections law had been held up by a dispute over what to do
about voting in multi-ethnic Kirkuk, where a dispute is simmering between
Kurds who say the city should belong to the largely autonomous Kurdistan
region and Arabs who want it to stay under central government authority.

Arabs and Turkmen believe Kurds have stacked the city with Kurds since the
downfall of Saddam in 2003 to try to tip the demographic balance in their favor
in any vote.

Arabs encouraged to move there under Saddam Hussein's rule fear the vote
will consolidate Kurdish power and they sought to postpone it, a proposal
Kurdish politicians have rejected.

Parliament decided to postpone the vote and add another article that the Kurds
found unacceptable: that each ethnic or sectarian group gets a set allocation of
seats and voting is between individual candidates from those groups. Kurds,
Arabs and Turkmen get 10 seats each. Minority Christians get two.
Washington has been urging a speedy provincial election, which it sees as a
piltar of national reconciliation, but the poll is also proving a potential flashpoint
for tensions.

. July 30, 2008
Guardian

Iraqi lawmakers clash over Kirkuk

Deadlock could lead to bloodshed in disputed city

AGHDAD - Iraqi lawmakers on

Wednesday scheduled an emergency
weekend meeting during summer recess to
resolve disagreements that have blocked a
provincial elections law and threaten a new
wave of bloodshed in the disputed northern
city of Kirkuk.

The proposed law has raised ethnic tensions
in the oil-rich area, which is emerging as
one of the biggest threats to U.S.-backed
efforts to heal the country's sectarian rifts
and prevent a resurgence of violence.

The standoff over control of Kirkuk, 180
miles north of Baghdad, is also the latest
example of Traqi political deadlock despite
impressive military gains against Shiite
militias and Sunni insurgents.

Parliamentary  Speaker Mahmoud al-
Mashhadani scheduled a special meeting
for Sunday after a deadline passed for the
elections law to be ratified in time for the
lawmakers' monthlong summer break,
which began after Wednesday's session.
"The committee discussing Kirkuk could
not find a solution and has asked for more
time," al-Mashhadani said.

The law enabling elections in Iraq's 18
provinces would divide the ruling council
in Tamim — of which Kirkuk is the largest
city — equally among Kurds, Turkomen and
Arabs. But Kurds and their allies now hold
a majority on the Tamim provincial council
and oppose any move that would diminish
their power.

Kurds consider Kirkuk part of their
historical homeland, and are seeking to
incorporate it into their semiautonomous

By QASSIM ABDUL-ZAHRA AND KIM GAMEL THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

region to the north. Arabs and most
Turkomen want the Kirkuk area to remain
under central government rule.

Tensions escalated Monday after a suicide
bomber in Kirkuk struck during a Kurdish
demonstration against the legislation,
killing 25 people and wounding 187.

The U.S. military and local officials said al-
Qaida in Iraq was behind the attack. But
dozens of angry Kurds stormed the offices
of a rival Turkomen political party
believing that the ethnic minority was to
blame.

Meanwhile, protests against the election
bill have drawn thousands of people daily.

With negotiations at a standstill, U.N.
officials put forward a compromise,
suggesting provincial elections be delayed
in the Kirkuk area while going ahead in the
17 other provinces, according to a copy
obtained by The Associated Press from an
Iragi lawmaker.

It suggested a committee should offer new
recommendations on the issue so
Parliament can set a date for the vote by
Dec. 31 at the latest.

Sunni  lawmaker Mohammed
welcomed the proposal.

"The only option we have is to delay the
provincial elections in  Kirkuk, but
meanwhile we should have guarantees for
the equal distribution of power there,” he
said.

Failure to compromise on a new law
establishing rules and funding for the U.S.-
backed provincial vote will likely force the
vote to be delayed until next year. Under
previous legislation, the election had been

al-Daini

scheduled for Oct. 1, but will now probably
be put off until December at the earliest.

Lawmakers pushed through a draft of the
elections law earlier this month despite a
walkout by the Kurdish bloc, but the
measure was vetoed by the presidential
council, which is led by a Kurd, Jalal
Talabani.

U.S. officials have pushed hard for the
elections, considered a necessary step
toward national reconciliation. Many Sunni
Arabs boycotted provincial balloting in
January 2005, enabling Shiites and Kurds
to win a disproportionate share of power at
the local level.

The U.S. military has expressed hope that
security gains from an American troop
buildup would enable the Iraqi government
to make political progress.

But the Iraqis have been unable to push
through key laws needed to establish
guidelines and funding for the provincial
elections and to govern the equal
distribution of oil. Both issues have bogged
down because of Kurdish objections.
Parliament's summer recess began as the
U.S.-backed Iraqi military pressed forward
with a new operation aimed at routing al-
Qaida in Iraq-ted insurgents from Diyala

province, one of their last major
strongholds near the capital.
The house-to-house search operations,

focused on the provincial capital of
Baqouba, will be extended to rugged areas
near the Iranian border, said Ibrahim
Bajilan, the head of the regional council.
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TURQUIE

‘Le PKK a démenti h1er avoir
,Fose les deux bombes qui ont provoqué

mort de 17 personnes et fait plus
de 150 blessés dimanche soir.
Sans convaincre les autorités turques
et la population du quartier endeuillé
par les explosmns

Istanbul

« LE PKK massacre des civils » titrait en une le quoti-

dien Hiirriyet, au lendemain de deux explosions qui
ont fait 17 morts et plus de 150 blessés a Glingéren,

un quartier situé dans la périphérie d'Istanbul. Hier, '

une grande partie des médias et les autorités turques
accusaient les rebelles kurdes d’étre responsables
du double attentat sanglant de dimanche soir.

Le premier ministre, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, qui
s'est rendu sur les lieux, a-désigné, sans la nommer,
r organlsatlon kurde. En laissant entendre qu'il
s aglssalt de représailles en réponse aux opérations
menées pa I'armée turque ces derniers jours contre
les rebelles dans le sud-est du pays et dans le nord de

- I'Irak : « Malheureusement, le coiit en est trés élevé,

léyénement d’hier soir en fait partie. »

La condamnation n’est pas moins tranchée dans -

la bouche du général Yasar Biiyiikanit. Pour le chef de
I'état-major, cette attaque dans une rue animée mon-

tre « une fois de plus la sauvagerie et la face sanglante -
_du terrorisme ». Hier apres-midi, des habitants de

Giingoren ont manifesté pour exprimer leur désir de
vengeance, en hurlant « & bas le PKK! ». Alors méme

que les enquéteurs n'ont pas rendu publics des indi-

ces permettant d’accréditer cette thése.

De son c6té, le PKK assure « n'avoir rien a voir
avec cet événement ». « Nous pensons que celte attaque
a été orchestrée par les forces obscures, a déclaré hier

Zubeyir Aydar, un dirigeant du mouvement, dans un

communiqué publié par Firat, une agence de presse

kurde basée en Belgique. Nous présentons nos condo-.

léances aux familles des victimes et au peuple turc. »

Les deux explosions ont eu lieu quelques heures
avant que le procés engagé contre le Parti de la justi-

Apreés les attentats d’Istanbul,
la Turqule menacée de destabilisation

ce et du développement (AKP) n’entre dans sa phase
finale : hier, les juges de la Cour constitutionnelle

_ ont commencé leurs délibérations. La décision est

attendue dans les prochains jours. Une interdiction
de la formation islamo-conservatrice au pouvoir
entrainerait une nouvelle crise politique. Depuis
'attentat commis dimanche soir, l'instabilité et
l'incertitude sont encore montées d'un cran en Tur-
quie. Le 9 juillet, au cours d’'une attaque contre le
consulat américain a Istanbul, trois policiers et trois
assaillants avaient été tués. Cette opération kamika-
ze a été attribuée a al-Qaida.

L’attaque terroriste la plus meurtnére
depuis cing ans '
Aucune organisation n'a encore reveridiqué
P'attentat dans le quartier de Glingéren, mais son
objectif premier ne suscite aucun doute : faire un
maximum de victimes. Il a eu lieu dans une avenue
comrmergante et piétonniére, sur la rive européenne
d’Istanbul. Les boutiques étaient encore ouvertes,

" de trés nombreuses familles se promenaient.

Selon les premiers témoignages, la premiére
déflagration a été de faible puissance « J'étais assis a

- une vingtaine de meétres quand la premiére explosion

a eu lieu, a raconté un passant dans le journal Radi-
kal. Je me suis ensuite approché de l'endroit, comme
des centaines d'autres personnes, des jeunes et des .
vieux, et dix minutes apres, la seconde explosion s'est
produite, beaucoup plus forte » Fauchant la foule
qui tentait d’aider les premieres victimes.

Dans le quotidien Milliyet, Ozge Aydin, correspon-
dante d’un journal local, a décrit une scéne de carna-
ge : « Notre maison se trouve tout pres de lavenue, nous
sommes aussitdt sortis. Ce que nous avons vu élait
affreux. Des personnes étaient @ tefre, certaines

- navaient plus de bras ou de jambe, d'autres hurlaient. »

_ Cet attentat est le plus meurtrier qu’ait connu la
Turquie depuis cinq ans. En novembre 2003, a

. Istanbul, quatre attaques suicides 4 la voiture piégée

contre le consulat britannique, la banque HSBC et

_deux synagogues avaient fait 63 morts et des centai-

nes de blessés.
{LAURE MARCHAND

Jean Marcou : « Un contexte porteur de violence »

Alstanbul, Jean Marcou

dirige I Ov1p0t

I'Observatoire de la vie

pothue turque, rattaché

al'Institut francais d’études
. anatoliennes.

LE FIGARO. - Certains médias
attribuent attentat de dimanche
soir aux Kurdes du PKK. Y a-t-il
des €léments qui accréditent
cette these ?

Jean MARCOU. - Oui, notam-
ment la méthode employée et
I'endroit o1 ont eu lieu les explo-
sions. En Turquie, le PKK est
I'auteur auquel on pense sponta-
nément. On peut lui faire porter
facilement le chapeau car c’est un
coupable « neutre » en quelque
sorte. L'attentat de ce week-end’

rappelle d’ailleurs celui de mai
2007 a Ankara, qui avait fait six
morts. (la candidature a la prési-
dentielle d’Abdullah Giil avait
déclenché une crise constitution-
nelle, NDLR) On a accusé le PKK.
En fait, on n’a jamais trop sud’ol
il venait.

L'attentat de dimanclie a été
particuliérement meurtrier...

S'il faut rester trés prudent sur
les auteurs possibles, ce que 'on
peut dire en revanche c’est qu'il a
€été planifié pour impressionner les
civils, pour leur faire peur. Dans
tous les pays confrontés a des pro-
blemes identitaires, les actions ter-
roristes ou séparatistes peuvent
étre utilisées pour ressouderl'unité
du peuple.

Les délibérations de la Cour
constitutionnelle sur la déemande
de fermeture de PAKP ont débuté
quelques heures apreésles
explosions. Que pensez-vous-
de cette concomitance ?

Le contexte est effectivement
trés particulier. Trés porteur de

violence.Y a-t-il eu une volonté de -
faire pression sur les juges ? Il faut -
rester prudent, mais c’est une

hypothese. On sait que les juges
hésitent a fermer ’AKP. Car leur
légitimité est en jeu. Depuis le

mois de juin, ils n’ont toujours pas-

motivé leur décision d’annuler
l'autorisation du port du foulard
dans les universités. S'ils font de
méme pour la fermeture de 'AKP,
ils rendront clairement une déci-
sion politique et perdront leur

crédibilité juridique — déja enta-
mée. La Cour est donc confrontée
a la difficulté de motiver une

" interdiction de I’AKP de fagon a la

rendre acceptable aux yeux de
I'opinion publique, ou -alors elle
devra opter pour une dec1510n

plus neutre.

Vendredi dernier, a été annoncée
la tenue d’un procds en.octobre
pour juger les membres du réseai:
Ergenekon (accusés d’avoir
fomenté des actions violentes pour
faire tomber le gouvernement).
Cette cellule clandestine
pourrait-elle étre liée a I'attentat 2
C’est également une possibili-
té, comme pour I'attentat d’Ankara
I'an dernier. 11 y a une tradition de
manipulations et d’assassinats en
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Turquie. Avec-V'affaire Ergenekon,
I'« Etat profond » (Texpression dési-
gne un Etat dans UEtat, composé de
militaires, de politiques et de
mafieux, NDLR) a refait surface.

Son action est évoquée depuis les
années 1970, avec lexistence
d’organisations luttant
'extréme gauche et plus ou moins
liées aux autorités. Les assassinats

contre

du journaliste Hrant Dink ou du
juge du Conseil d’ Etat, entre
autres, sont attribués a Ergenekon.
Mais certains voudraient sans dou-
te profiter de la procédure contre

Ergenekon pour faire le proces de

I'Ftat profond de ces vingt dernié-

res années et tout attribuer au
carnp laique.

Propos recueillis a Istanbul par

~ LAURE MARCHAND
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Herald s Cribune
July 29, 2008

L'éditorial de Pierre Rousselin

La Turquie

sous tension

© Quels que soient leurs auteurs,
-, les attentats d’Istanbul

‘. ne peuvent étre dissociés -

¥ de la menace de dissolution
qui pése sur le parti musulman
¢ conservateur au pouv01r

. au;ourd hu1 én Turquie.

Apres six ans de stabilité et de réformes
démocratiques, le pays traverse une période
de graves incertitudes. Le vieux débat

- sur la place de I'islam dans une république

que son fondateur, Atatiirk, voulait laique
est arrivé a un tel stade qu’'une crise politique

' paralt imminente.

Les deux explosions qui ont fait dlx-sept morts

3 Istanbul dimanche soir ont eu lieu

‘alors que la Cour constitutionnelle allait
se réunir pour examiner une demande

+ d’interdiction de 'AKP, le Parti de la justice
" et du développement du premier ministre,

Recep Tayyip Erdogan, réélu triomphalement
en juillet 2007, avec prés de 47 % des suffrages.
Si les juges ont jugé recevable la demande

" d’interdiction, c’est parce qu'’ils incarnent I’élite

kémaliste au pouvoir depuis 1923.

Ils reprochent au gouvernement de vouloir
islamiser la société et redoutent, en fait,

de perdre leurs prérogatives au profit

de la nouvelle bourgeoisie que représente '’AKP,
libérale en matiére économique et conservatrice
quant aux meeurs. :
Entre ces deux Turquie, de plus en plus

incompatibles, le conilit atteint son paroxysme.
Les attentats, en un moment aussi sensible,
peuvent relever d’'un complot visant a justifier

une reprise en main par I'armée,

comme cela est arrivé si souvent.
L’interdiction du parti de gouvernement,
largement majoritaire dans l’'opinion

et au Parlement, plongerait le pays

dans une crise majeure. '

Une telle action aurait tout d'un coup d’Etat
judiciaire, puisqu’elle reviendrait sur le choix

démocratique des électeurs. Un coup fatal serait *

porté au processus de négociations engagé

" avec Bruxelles et déja compromis
+ par les réticences européennes comme

par le ralentissement des réformes en Turquie.

‘A la décharge des juges et du camp laique, il faut

rappeler que, depuis son triomphe électoral

de 2007, PAKP s’est cru investi d'un mandat illimité
et a abandonné I'approche prudente qui était

la sienne au cours de la législature précédente.

En imposant I'an dernier I'élection a la téte

de P'Etat d’Abdullah Giil, cofondateur de 'AKP,
en essayant en vain, cette année, de changer

la Constitution pour imposer la libéralisation du
port du foulard a I'université, Erdogan a cherché
I'affrontement. Il aurait mieux fait de relancer

la modernisation du pays pour accélérer . -
les pourparlers avec I'Union européenne.

Menée par le truchement du pouvoir judiciaire,
la contre-offensive des kémalistes n’a fait que
radicaliser ceux qui, au sein de ’AKP, se sentent
floués de leur légitimité démocratique.

Si le parti est interdit, si ses dirigeants

. sontsanctionnés, les appels a la revanche

ne vont pas manquer chez les plus islamistes.
11 faut donc espérer qu’une solution

de compromis sera trouvée pour éviter la crise,
pour domestiquer 'AKP au lieu de pousser

ses adeptes aux extrémes.

Mourners

in Istanbul
bury victims
of bombings

By Sebnem Arsu

ISTANBUL: Prime Minister Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, eight government min-
isters and thousands of mourners stood
for burial prayers at a local mosque on
Monday for 10 of the 17 victims of a dou-
ble bombing. The coffins, like many
houses in the area, were draped with

Turkey’s red-and-white flag.’

Before the ceremony, Erdogan v131ted

the bombing site, in the Gungoren
neighborhood, calling for calm and
urging nationwide solidarity. As he
spoke, local residents chanted slogans
against a Kurdish separatist group that
is suspected in the bombing.

The group, the Kurdistan Workers’
Party, or PKK, which has been the tai-
get of an intense Turkish military cam-

: paign, denied responsibility in a state-

ment to the pro-Kurdish news agency
Firat on Monday. ‘

But the governor of Istanbul, Muam--

mer Guler, told The Anatolian News
Agency: “Of course, there are links with

the separatist organization. We hope to
catch the assailants as soon as possible. -

Right now, we are thoroughly filtering
the footage from shops’ security camer-
as and public survelllance camera net-
work.”

He refused to confirm news reports.
‘that three suspects were already in po-
lice custody.

The double bombing, which oc-
curred Sunday as residents walked
about in the cool of the evening in Gun-
goren, killed at least five children and
injured more than 100 people, Turkish
officials said Monday. A small explosive

placed in a garbage bin went off first,

drawing onlockers, and about 10
minutes. later, a much more powerful
device detonated.

The attack came on the eve of a major
court case in Ankara against the gov-
erning Justice and Development Party,
or AK Party. A prosecutor has accused -
it of bringing Islamic practices into pol-
itics in violation of the founding prin-
ciples of the Turkish republic.

If the party is found guilty, it could be
banned and 71 senior members, includ-
ing Erdogan and President Abdullah
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Gul, could be barred from politics for
five years. The court is expected to
reach its verdict in a couple of weeks.
“Our problem or ‘issue right now is
not the closure of AK Party, but the
problemthat Turkey struggles with,”
Erdogan said in a televised press brief-

ing. “Our problem is to maintain unity
and togetherness so that our nation can
attain a better position.”

On Sunday, the Turkish military an-
nounced that fighter jets had hit 12 PKK
targets inside northern Iraq, and there
was speculation that the double bombing

was retaliatory. In the past year, the PKK

" has denied two fatal attacks that they

later claimed, said Sedat Laciner, a ter-
rorism expert at the International Stra-
tegic Research Organization in Ankara.

INTERNATIONAL

i{ctalhﬁéf%@nhum July 29, 2008
Talking with Tehran

‘® Selig S. Harrison

Iraq, Bush and the ‘time horizon’

ran is never mentioned when President George W.

Bush explains what led to his surprising acceptance of

a “time horizon” for the withdrawal of American com-

bat forces from Iraq: But I found clear evidence on a
recent visit to Tehran that Iranian diplomacy was a key
factor behind his reversal.

The White House explanation is that the success of the
administration’s “surge” policy is enabling Iraq to stand on
its own, releasing pent-up nationalist opposition to the
presence of foreign soldiers.

This, in turn, it is said, has compelled the Iragi prime
minister, Nuri Kamal al—Maliki, to de- )
mand inclusion of a withdrawal time-

Khamenei and with the Revolutionary Guard generals
who oversee Iraq policy. Soon thereafter, his defense min-
ister signed a secret mutual security accord with his Irani-
an counterpart.

Iran’s first deputy foreign minister, Alireza Sheikhattar
repeatedly emphasized the importance of a firm withdraw-
al timetable. “We don’t expect that U.S. forces can leave in a
fortnight,” he said, “but whether it’s three months or eight
months or longer, the i important thing is a serious intent to
withdraw gradually.”

Asked if any American forces could remain, he replied,

“yes, some could stay to help with train-
ing Iraq forces, if their goal is truly train-

table in a projected Iraq-U.S. security - . ing,” but Iraq “would not allow” the con-

‘agreement so that his opponents cannot C(‘)oper atlpn withIran tinued operation“ of US. air bases that

brovincial slections, e fall s mecessary foran o ather nelghbore

o y a .

What this explanation omits is the cru- orderly departure of =~ Why should the United States operate air
cial role that Iran has played in Maliki’s ' ' bases in Iraq?”

conversion. It was only after Iranian in- U.S. forces from Iraq. Maliki is increasingly upset, Sheikhat-

tervention, I learned in Tehran, that Ma-
liki shifted to his newly tough stand in
the deadlocked negotiations with Washington on the secu-
rity agreement.

When a draft U.S.-Iraq accord without a time table was
signed on March 17, it remained a well-kept secret until na-

tionalist critics within Maliki’s inner circle leaked it in

early May to Iranian diplomats and to the Iraqi media. The
reaction in Tehran was explosive. On May 11, Hossein
Shariatmadari, editor of the hard-line daily Kayhan, at-
tacked it in a vitriolic signed editorial entitled “Iraq on the
Edge” that he handed to me during an hour-long interview.

“If you want to know what has been happening,” he said,
“I suggest you read this.”

Shariatmadari is the “personal representative of the Su-
preme Leader,” Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, and is widely re-
garded as his media spokesman.

“How is it,” the editorial asked, “that the Maliki govern-
ment took the first steps toward signing such a disgraceful
pact in the first place?”

The United States, it said, is using the treaty to “sow the
seeds of discord” between Maliki and his coalition partner,
Abdel Aziz al-Hakim, so that “the U.S. can put pro-Ameri-
can individuals in charge It is amazing that al-Maliki
failed to see such a conspiracy coming.”

In a clear warning to Maliki, the editorial added that if
the treaty is implemented, Iraqis will replace his govern-
ment with “another Islamist government.”

Maliki was summoned to Tehran for a three-day dress-
ing down from June 7 to 9 that led to his announcement on
June 13 in Jordan that the negotiations with the United
States had reached “a dead-end and deadlock.” -

Informants in government-affiliated think tanks told
me that he had “difficult” meetings, as one put it, with

tar added, that the United States “still ex-

ercises complete control over Iraqi air-
space. The Iraqis should have a real air force of their own.
Why are they prohiibited from having more than token air-
craft and related facilities, even for civil aviation? They are
not- poor. They can purchase fighters and have their own
aircraft for both internal and external security.”

Wouldn’t this pose a potential security, threat to Iran?
Not :if Iraq has a sovereign, democratic government, he .
said, “because there is an absolute majority in favor of Iran”
now that the Shiite government is in control.

As if in reply to Sheikhattar, Admiral William Fallon,
the recently retired commander of the U.S. Central Com-
mand, emphasized in an article published in The New York
Times last week that “control of Iraqi air space” would be
an “important component of the security agreement that
would require clear headed negotiations.”

Whether or not Baghdad actually does ask the United
States to-shut down its air bases, as Sheikhattar demanded,
the next administration in Washington should consider re-
moving U.S. long range bombers from Iraq. '

Cooperation between Washington and Tehran is neces- -
sary for an orderly departure of American forces and for
the economic stabilization of Iraq. - :

More important, no government in Baghdad is likely to
survive for long if it ignores the legitimate security con-
cerns of a powerful neighbor with a 1,000 mile common
border and intimate: historical, economic and Shiite reli-
gious ties that go back for a millennium.

Selig S. Harrison, director of the Iran program at the Cen-
ter for International Policy, covered Iran for the Washington
Post. He revisited Tehran in June of 2007 and February and
June of 2008.
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Parliament
leaves Iraq
election issue
unresolved

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD: The Iragi Parliament
went into summer recess Wednesday
‘without resolving major disputes hold-
‘ing up provincial elections this year,
forcing the speaker to announce a spe-

cial session to discuss a power-sharing

formula for the oil-rich city of Kirkuk.

The speaker, Mahmoud al-Mash-
hadani, a Sunni, adjourned the session
as scheduled but ordered lawmakers to
meet again Sunday in a final effort to
resolve the issué. His Shiite deputy,
Khalid al-Attiyah, criticized the -de-
cision and said the legislative session
should be extended until the matter was
resolved. '

Failure to compromise on a new law

establishing rules and funding for the
U.S.-backed provincial vote will prob-
ably force the vote to be delayed until
next year. Under previous legislation,
the election had been scheduled for Oct.
I, but it will now probably be put off un-
_ til December at the earliest — a blow to
efforts to heal Irag’s sectarian rifts.

Tensions grew Monday after a sui-

cide bomb attack in Kirkuk during a
Kurdish protest against the elections

law killed 25 people and wounded more

- than_180. Kirkuk is home to Kurds,
Turkomen, Arabs and other minority

group members.
After the explosion in Kirkuk, dozens

- of angry Kurds stormed the offices of a

Turkoman political party that opposes
Kurdish claims on Kirkuk, opening fire -
and burning cars amid accusations that
their rivals were to blame. Nine Turko-

- men, or ethnic Turks, were reported

wounded.
The house-to-house search opera-

tions now focused on the Diyala provin-

cial capital of Baquba will be extended
to rugged areas near the Iranian border,
said Ibrahim Bajilan, the head of the re--
gional council. He said the crackdown
would last about two weeks.

- Diyala has been one of the hardest
provinces to control despite many mili-
tary operations. Baquba has enjoyed im-
proved security but continues to see at-
tacks, like linked suicide bombings that
killed at least 28 people July 15 and sui-
cide attacks by female bombers.

Offensive directed at Qaeda havens

t-The ‘Associated Press -

BAGHDAD: US. and Iragi forces.
began an operation in Diyala Province
on Tuesday aimed at clearing Al Qaeda
in Mesopotamia from havens in an area
considered the last major insurgent
stronghold near the capital.

Checkpoints were erected across the
province and the authorities ordered a
ban on unofficial traffic as search oper-
ations began in the provincial capital of
Baquba and surrounding areas, wit-
nesses said. - ’

The U.S.-backed Iragi military is
hoping to build on recent security gains
from similar offensives against Sunni
insurgents in the northern city of Mosul
and against Shiite militiamen’in Bagh-
dad as well as in the southern cities of

. Basraand Amara. .

‘The troops were focusing on Qaeda

fighters and other insurgents, who have

* sought refuge in Diyala, said General Ali

Ghaidan, commander of. Iragi ground
“forces in the province. The province,
* which sits to the'north of the capital and

borders Iran, hasbeen one of the hardest
"areas to control since the U.S.-led war

began in March 2003. Baquba, the pro-

vincial capital,; was hit July 15 by two sui-

cide bombings that killed at least 28

people. The area has also seen a number
¢ of suicide attacks by women.

“The goal of the operation is to seek
out and destroy criminal elements and
‘terrorist threats in Diyala and eliminate
smuggling corridors in the surrounding
area,” the U.S. military said in a state-
ment..

U.S. hopes to build

on gains in Iraq

The military said it was an Iragi-led
operation, stressing the point as the
Iraqi government is seeking to assert
more control over military operations.
_ “We applaud the Iraqis’ growing abil-
ity to lead, plan and execute complex
combat, policy and humanitarian oper-
ations and we look forward to reducing
our support footprint as security condi-
tions on the ground permit,” the state-
ment said. S

The religiously mixed area is stra
tegic because it contains important
supply routes to Baghdad and northern
cities that need to be controlled to en-
sure security. - o

- Similar offensives against Shiite mi-

litia fighters in Baghdad and southern
cities have contributed to a sharp de-
cline in attacks. o

But violence has been slower to de-
cline in Diyala and elsewhere in north-
ern Iraq, despite several military opera-
tions in recent years. i

Major General Mark Hertling, who
commands U.S. forces in northern Iraq,
expressed confidence that this latest ef-
fort would be more successful because
Iragi security forces were better pre-
pared. ‘

Ahmed Kadim, a 35-year-old business-
man in Baquba, criticized the decision to
announce the operation in advance. “I
think this allowed armed groups to flee
outside the province,” Kadim said.

» Large pilgrimage stays calm

A major pilgrimage of hundreds of
thousands of Iraqi Shiites to a Baghdad
shrine passed peacefully Tuesday, a day
after three female suicide bombers’
killed 35 people among crowds of pil-
grims, Reuters reported from Baghdad.

‘The authorities lifted a vehicle curfew
in the capital, imposed for the commem-
oration of the death of Imam al-Kadham,
one of Shiite Islam’s 12 imams.

Many pilgrims seemed undeterred by
the attacks. B

Black-clad Shiites from around Iraq
packed Baghdad’s streets as they made
their way to the Kadhamiya shrine in
the city’s north. Shiite pilgrims usually
travel to such events on foot. Tents were
set up along the way to hand out food
and water. ‘

Violence in Iraq has fallen to four-
year lows, but the bombings under-
scored the challenge for Prime Minister
Nuri Kamal al-Maliki, especially as U.S.
troops draw down while his forces take
on greater responsibility. "

the

The annual pilgrimage to

.Kadhamiya shrine is one of the most

important events in the Shiite religious
calendar. .

Security forces had put female guards
around Kadhamiya to search women,
but all of the blasts Monday happened in
central Baghdad, which many pilgrims
passed through to reach the shrine.

. Iragi men are reluctant to search
women, prompting terrorists increas-
ingly to use women who easily hide ex-
plosives under their flowing black robes.
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-; ces explosifs, il a fait saisir un deuxiéme
" arsenal clandestin aux mains d'un au-

tre officier retraité. Qutre les armes, le
magistrat a découvert des documents
révélant I'existence d’'une organisa-
tion clandestine, « Ergenekon », re-
groupant universitaires, ex-militaires,
journalistes et dirigeants de petits par-
tis politiques et d’associations. Selon
le procureur, Ergenekon se serait batie
sur les vestiges d'une organisation pa-
ramilitaire clandestine mise.en place

" par!’Otan dans les années 1950, pour
~ lutter contre la menace communiste.
A en croire le dossier du procureur,

Ergenekon serait a l'origine d'une
grande partie des actes de provocation
violente et des assassinats non éluci-
dés de ces vingt derniéres années.
Parmi les inculpés figure le général
Veli Kiiciik, ex-commandant de la gen-
darmerie, mis en détention provisoire
en juin. Dans les années 1990, I'état-

‘major avait refusé une demande d’en-

quéte le concernant sur son éventuelle
participation aux meurtres d’intellec-
tuels et de nationalistes kurdes. Aprés
avoir pris sa retraite, Kiigiik défilait
souvent en premiére ligne des mani-
festations nationalistes et participait
aux provocations lors de proces de li-
béraux inculpés pour atteinte al'«iden-
tité turque ». Il était I'individu le plus
redouté par le journaliste Hrant Dink,
assassiné en janvier 2007.

Les méthodes spectaculaires du pro-
cureur Oz, tout comme les personnes
visées — les dirigeants du quotidien
kémaliste Cumhuriyet, llhan Selguk et
Mustafa Balbay - ont parfois fait grin-
cer les dents et renforcé les soupcons
des sceptiques, qui voient dans cette
affaire une tentative d'intimidation des
opposants les plus virulents a 'AKP.
Spécialiste de I'islam politique, le jour-
naliste Rusen Cakir, tout en insistant
sur 'importance de ce proces, répete
ainsi que, pour étre valide, 'instruc-
tion doit se faire dans le respect des
principes universels du droit. Or, sou-
ligne-t-il, I'acte d’accusation compile

g, Uarante-septansapressa’
création, la Cour constitution-
nelle turque s'apprétait, en
début de semaine, a prendrela -

décision la plus critique de son histoire
en répondant ala demande d'interdic-
tion de PAKP. Ses 11 membres pren-
nent leurs décisions a la majorité quali-
fige. En droit, la cour peut interdire un
parti ou se contenter de supprimer les
aides publiques. Le rapporteur de la
cour a toutefois noté dans son étude
que les éléments présentés parle
procureur entraientdans le cadrede -
la liberté d'expression et n'étaient pas
desappels a laviolence. Il a donc indi-
qué que ladissolution était injustifiée. .
Mais les membres de la cour ne suivent -
pas toujours ses recommandations.
Depuis 1983, 34 partis, pour fa plupart
kurdes, socialistes ou islamistes, ont
été fermés parla cour. Huit d'entreeux
ont porté laffaire devant la Cour euro-
péenne des droits de 'homme. Cette
juridiction a condamné laTurquie
pour toutes ces décisions, sauf celle
concernant le partiislamiste Refah,
dont le secrétaire général, Necmettin
Erbakan, avait émis des menaces’
publiques. Récemment, la cour .
arefusé l'interdiction du parti kurde
Hakpar. Elle doit également se pronon-
cer sur celle du partikurde DTP, dont -
20 députéssicgent alAssemblée. .
Quatre formations sont aujourd’hui
représentées dans 'hémicycle. ®

des piéces importantes et de simples
racontars. Le cas de Kuddusi Okkir, un
prévenu atteint d'un cancer, privé des
soins nécessaires en prison et rendu
aux siens quelques jours avant sa mort,
a aussi marqué les esprits. ‘
Fondé il y a moins d'un an, le quoti-
dien Taraf, dont le nom signifie « Parti

pris » ou « Partisan », a été I'un des prin-
cipaux acteurs de cette période mou-
vementée. Le journal a publié systé-
matiquement les fuites obtenues sur
le déroulement de 'enquéte. « Nous
sommes partisans des libertés etde la
démocratie, revendique I'une des di-
rigeantes du journal, Yasemin Congar.
Dans ce moment de tension, de nou-
velles alliances voient le jour. Notam-
ment entre les musulmans et les li-
béraux qui ne sont pas laicistes. »

«Une politisation extréme
delajustice»
Dans un tel contexte, les magistrats
peuvent-ils travailler sereinement ?
Pour Fuat Keyman, professeur.de re-
lations internationales a I'université
Kog d’Istanbul, «la politisation extréme
de la justice turque est un fait avéré ».
Selon luj, I'acte d’accusation rédigé
par le procureur général de la Cour de
cassation le prouve : ’AKP, au pouvoir
depuis six ans, y est accusé d’étre le
foyer d’activités réactionnaires visant
aYinstauration dela charia en Turquie,

‘mais les documents censés prouver

cette thése sont inconsistants.

Quelle serait la réponse des autori-
tés si 'AKP venait a étre fermé et Er-
dogan interdit de politique pour une
période donnée ? La plupart des ana-
lystes pronostiquent la tenue d’élec-
tions anticipées, qui devraient étre lar-
gement remportées par la formation
appelée a prendre la reléve du parti
banni. L'opinion continue, en effet,
a soutenir le courant musulman-
conservateur, crédité pour son réfor- -
misme et son pragmatisme. S’ils
étaient remis en selle, les hommes de
I'AKP rebaptisé et renouvelé devraient
résister aux tentations revanchardes”

et se concentrer sur les efforts de dé-" ...

mocratisation et de renforcement du
pouvoir civil. Car la croissance exige
la stabilité. Et, sans ces progres, la
route vers I'Union européenne - le
réve d'une génération —sera barrée. ®

Jean-Michel Demetz et Niikte V. Ortaq
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