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IRBIL: FRANCE INAUGURATES
ITS EMBASSY BRANCH OFFICE

N 1 June, he French For-
eign Minister, Bernard
Kouchner, inaugurated
the Embassy branch office
(the future Consulate) in Irbil,
the capital of the Kurdistan
Region, in the presence of
Nechirvan Barzani, the Region’s
Primer Minister, the French
ambassador, and Consul Frédéric
Tissot. A crowd of about two
hundred French-speaking public
figures, ministers and diplomats
attended this inauguration.

In his speech, Bernard Kouchner
expressed his happiness at being

in Kurdistan on this particular
occasion: “I am very glad to be in
Irbil, capital of the Iraqi Kurdistan
Region. I well remember some ele-
ments of this distinctive history, this
history that concerns many other
those here and also concerns History
with a capital H, that concerns the
Barzani family, that concerns the
struggle of the Kurds. A moment
ago, seeing the photo of Mustafa
Barzani, the Prime Minister’s
grandfather, I remembered that
night in 1974, in September 1974, |
think, when, for the first time, I met
that great man, Mustafa Barzani. |
then met the whole family, and this

has lasted for years: Idriss and Mas-
sud, and now the Prime Minister. It
is now nearly 40 years that some of
us, including Frédéric (Tissot) and
Alain Delouche (co-founder of
Médecins du Monde) and others here
have been waiting for this day. Of
course, this day concerns the Kur-
dish people but it also concerns Iraq
and all Iraqis. Because, I believe, for
personal reasons that I do not think
mistaken, the History of the Kurds
prefigures the history of Iraq, its
struggle to be free, to escape the dic-
tatorship and to build a model for the
Middle East”.

Bernard Kouchner then recalled
his visit with Mrs. Mitterrand for
the opening of the Irbil Parlia-
ment in 1992 and the difficult
years that followed. He wanted
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to pay tribute to Abdulrahman
Ghassemlou, the leader of the
Kurdistan Democratic Party of
Iran (KDPI), assassinated by the
Iranian secret services in Vienna,
in 1989, as well as to all the fight-
ers and activists for Human
Rights in Kurdistan.

Insisting that this diplomatic rep-
resentative office “will be trans-
formed into a consulate very quick-
ly”, the French Minister expressed
his “deep desire that France should
bring its presence and its help for the
reconstruction of the political process
of stabilising Iraq as a whole, for the
necessary construction needed by the
whole of Iraq, to the Middle East, in
its difficulties, and, more than its dif-
ficulties, the present rifts in the histo-
1y of the Middle East.

You Kurds, you Iraqis, have an
essential role to play in the History
that is being written today before
you, before us. We need you. We
need a solid Kurdistan in a free and
democratic Iraq that will assume all
its status, all its responsibilities —
which will no longer need anyone.
But it will always need you. You are
Iraq’s model and way forward.”

The Foreign Minister then
recalled the improvement in the
Iraqi situation before assuring
Kurdistan of France’s support
and presence in Irbil and also
envisaging reciprocal exchanges
between the two countries, par-
ticularly by the presence of
French people already on the
spot: “We need more Frenchmen
here, we need a greater deployment
of energy (...) it is necessary to
weave a whole tissue of economic
relations, of investments and, obvi-
ously, of cultural relations”.

In Bernard Kouchner’s view, the
Kurds and their long democratic
struggle are model, not only for
the Iraqis but for the whole Mid-
dle East “because I believe, for per-
sonal reasons that I do not think mis-
taken, the History of the Kurds pre-
figures the history of Iraq, its strug-
gle to be free, to escape the dictator-
ship and to build a model for the
Middle East”.

The French Minister added that
the Kurdish government should
be a model of political stability
for the whole of Iraq, particularly
regarding Human and Women'’s
Rights.

Speaking next, the Kurdish Prime
Minister, Nechirvan Barzani,
welcomed Bernard Kouchner as a
faithful friend of the Kurds,
recalling the time when he
worked for Médecins sans Fron-
tieres and when, “in 1974, when we
had no other friends than the moun-
tains, he visited the Kurdistan region
for the first time and met General
Barzani”; and than in the 80s,
with Médecins du Monde, at a time
when “our people was living its
darkest days”, to provide medical
aid and, later, in 1991, when he
contributed to getting UNO to
pass Resolution 688.

The Prime Minister said he was
glad that Franco-Kurdish friend-
ship should make a step forward
with this opening of diplomatic
representation and recalled the
political route taken: “since 1991,
we have been dependent on gifts of
food, clothing, shelter from our
friends and international humanitar-
ian organisations. This noble deci-
sion has sustained us through the
dark days. However, now the situa-

tion has changed. We, in the Region,
have taken advantage of the situation
that has been offered to us and tuned
our backs on this bitter past. At that
time, humanitarian aid was very
important and precious to us but,
with the liberation of Iraq, the people
of the Kurdistan Region has taken up
the challenge and we have played an
active role in the reconstruction of
Iraq.

Today we are going through a new
phase, but we still need the support
of the international community in
the process of reconstruction inside
Kurdistan and for the rest of Iraq”.

Dealing more specifically with
relations between the Kurdish
Region and France, Nechirvan
Barzani considered that both
countries benefitted from this
new stage in their relations, both
on the economic and political lev-
els. “France has a strong position as
a member of the UN Security Coun-
cil and inside the European Union.
Your country can play an important
role in helping us to develop our
political process, our democratic sys-
tem, and by encouraging French
industries and investors to take part
in the efforts for Iraqi reconstruction.
We also hope for closer cultural and
educational exchanges with France.
Our students deserve, like the rest of
the world, the opportunity to contin-
ue their studies at an advanced level.
We hope that French Universities
would be able to offer students from
the Kurdistan Region to be present
every year and take part in scientific
and technological advances.

You are supporting a people that
wants to live in peace with itself and
with its neighbours, a people that
observes Human Rights and Law
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and that is advancing along the road
of tolerance and peaceful co-exis-
tence.

These changes encourage us to work
harder. We want to make up for the
years of isolation from which we
have suffered in the past. The Kur-
distan Region is very rich and can
offer many opportunities r=to the
international community, especially
in the areas of natural resources,
agriculture, tourism, building and
infrastructures.

All our efforts and our actions are
being carried out in accordance with
the rights that the Iraqi Constitution
has given us. Whereas oil and gas
have, in the past, been a source of
suffering for us, today we are using
the law to try and transform them
into sources of prosperity and oppor-
tunity.

We are absolutely determined to
tackle this problem on condition that
we can guarantee the future rights of
our people. The stands we are taking
are just for the well-being and happi-
ness of the Region of Kurdistan and
the whole of Iraq.

We do not want oil and gas to be the
sole sources of revenue for our
Region’s economy. We want to take
advantage of all the natural
resources of the Kurdistan Region
and to work to develop all sectors”.

In conclusion, the Prime Minister
again thanked France for opening
this diplomatic office ad for the
political and humanitarian sup-
port that it had given Kurdistan
in the past, considering that Fran-
co-Kurdish relations had gone
through a new stage.

At the end of this one-day light-
ning visit, Bernard Kouchner met
the President of the Kurdistan
Region, Massud Barzani, accom-
panied by Adnan Mufti, Speaker
of the Parliament, Nechirvan
Barzani and his assistant Omar
Fatah, as well as the Secretary
and members of the KDP Politi-
cal Committee. In a Press Confer-
ence following this meeting, Mas-
sud Barzani welcomed the open-
ing of this Embassy Office that he
saw as a crucial advance in rela-
tions between France and Kurdis-
tan. Regarding the content of the
discussions that he had had with
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the French Minister, the presi-
dent indicated that he had
explained the Kurdish position
regarding Article 140, which he
described as “flexible”, particular-
ly regarding the UN contribution
to the question.

Bernard Kouchner, who had
begun his Iraqgi tour with a visit
to Nassiriah, in the Shiite South,
before meeting the principal Iraqi
leaders in Baghdad, including
President Talabani. Prime Minis-
ter al-Maliki as well as is oppo-
site number, Hoshyar Zebari,
returned to Paris on 1 June.

IRAQ: VIRTUALLY GENERAL DISCONTENT
FOLLOWING THE MISTURA REPORT

N 5 June, the report by

Staffan de Mistura, UN

representative in Iraq, on

the issue of Kurdish terri-
tories still under Iraqi jurisdic-
tion, was published. This follows
the six-month postponement of
the referendum provided for by
Article 140, and concentrates on
four provinces, selected from
wide range. It undertook an
analysis of the territories and the
political and administrative pro-
posals involved. These were Akre
(Nineveh), Hamdaniye (Nin-
eveh), Makhmur (Irbil/Irbil) and
Mandali (Diyala).

In the case of Akre, administered
by Duhok since 1991 and includ-
ed in the KRG since then, the
report considers Akre “typically
considered as one of the districts
mentioned as administered by the

KRG in Article 53 of the provisional
law and Article 143 of the Iragi Con-
stitution”. This is a district princi-
pally inhabited by Kurds and the
official transfer of its administra-
tion to Dohuk province does not
involve any real change form the
present situation. UNAMI (UN
Aid Mission to Iraq) recommends
that measures be taken to guar-
antee freedom of movement
between the provinces of Duhok
and Nineveh and Arabic lan-
guage rights.

Hamdaniye, in Nineveh province,
was administered by the Nineveh
governorate from 1932 and so
was not included amongst those
run by the KRG until 19 March
2003. The area enjoys close eco-
nomic and administrative con-
nections with Mosul and is his-
torically made up of substantial
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towns inhabited by Christians
interspersed between villages
inhabited by Shabak and Arab
communities, especially in the
sub-district of Nimrud. As a
result of the increase in violence
in this region, particularly since
2007, which has been mainly
aimed at religious minorities, a
number of Shabaks and Chris-
tians from Mosul have sought
refuge in this area. UNAMI rec-
ommends that this district
remain part of Nineveh province,
with a greater participation of
local people in the Iraqi security
forces, especially by Arabs and
Christians, and the deploying of
these forces in Hamdaniya in
place of the Kurdish Peshmergas
who at present defend it. The
report states that the Christians
and Shabaks prefer a form of
local government and UNAMI
insists on the cultural and reli-
gious rights of these minorities,
as expressed in the Constitution.
The recommendations also cover
the measures that the Iraqi secu-
rity forces should adopt to con-
trol the region, such as check
points, local recruiting into these
forces, increasing the number of
police stations etc.

Makhmur (in the provinces of
Nineveh and Irbil) has been con-
tinuously part of Irbil province
since 1932. It was only adminis-
tered by Nineveh after 1991,
when the “green line” separating
the autonomous Kurdish region
from the rest of Iraq was set up.
For this reason, Makhmur is con-
sidered outside the KRG
although, as the report stresses,
“no legislation, decree or regulation
has officially transferred the districts

administration from Irbil to Nin-
eveh”. On the other hand, the
report adds that “the sub-district
of Qaraj is inhabited by Arab com-
munities who have expressed strong
opposition to being administered by
Irbil”. The report proposes
attaching Makhmur to Irbil
except for Qaraj, which will be
connected with a neighbouring
district in another province. The
recommendations work on the
basis of equitable treatment in
terms of budget, sharing
resources, access to jobs and to
government and security forces
representation as between Arabs
and Kurds, as well as freedom of
movement and language.

Mandali (Diyala Province) is one
of the oldest administrative sec-
tors in Iraq. But was downgrad-
ed in 1987 by the old regime
from the status of district to that
of a sub-district and integrated
into Baladruz area. Since 1932, it
has always been part of the
Diyala Province. In the 1970s, a
policy of mass expulsion of Fayli
Kurds (Shiites) and other com-
munities was followed by a
number of other decisions in the
80s, consequent to the Iran-Iraq
war, aiming at displacing the
border populations out of Man-
dali. This created another mass
displacement and a drastic drop
in the population. Chronic
under-development, decades of
military operations and repres-
sion, the systematic neglect by
the administrators of all services
and an acute water shortage
have all prevented any large-
scale return of the original inhab-
itants. The report proposes tak-
ing into account the tragic past of

Mandali (particularly the Kurds
and the Turcomen) and substan-
tial investment in the develop-
ment of this devastated area,
with equitable budgetary treat-
ment and sharing of resources, as
well as access to employment
and government representation
and security forces, but leaving
the area in the Diyala gover-
norate.

UNAMI pointed out that it
intends to continue its on-the-
spot enquiries in other disputed
areas such as Tell Afar, Sheikhan
and Sinjar in Nineveh province
and Khangin in Diyala and final-
ly, in a third report, the Kirkuk
question will be tackled.

As one can see, the UN Office in
Iraq has, almost every time
(except in the case of Akre which
is already in the Kurdish region)
preferred to keep the administra-
tion of districts in their original
province. The provincial bound-
aries, drawn up in 1932, are thus
taken as major historic reference
points, while the report totally
dodges the issue of the referen-
dum, provided for by the Consti-
tution.

Kurdish reactions of dissatisfac-
tion have been pretty general.
The President of the Kurdistan
Region, Massud Barzani, the
Prime Minister, the Speaker of
the Kurdistan Parliament, and
the Council of Kurdish political
parties first of all organised a
meeting to analyse the content of
these proposals. Then, in an offi-
cial four-point statement, they
expressed their concerns, in par-
ticular the “disappointment caused
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by the recommendations” that they
regarded, in their present form,
to be far from what they had
hoped, considering that they
could not form the basis for the
future resolution of conflicts. The
Kurdish government also
stressed that the solutions pro-
posed were contrary to those that
had been previously accepted
and that they took no account of
the Iraqi Constitution or of Arti-
cle 140. In consequence, the KRG
has decided to draw up a memo-
randum that it will send to the
United Nations expressed the
hope that the UN Office in Iraq
would negotiate with a commis-
sion formed within the Kurdish
Region.

Reacting in more detail,
Mohammed Thsan, Kurdish Min-
ister for extra-Regional Affairs,
who is more specifically in
charge of this question, judged
the report “unfair”, criticising in
particular the proposal to detach
the Qaraj sub-district from
Makhmur district and stressing
that the Kurdish leaders had
never been informed by Staffan
de Mistura that such arrange-
ment would be suggested. “The
Mandali Council has several times
repeated that it wished for the sub-
district to be included in the Kurdis-
tan Region. We expected from the
UN technical help for applying Arti-
cle 140, not for altering it”,
explained Mushin Ali, a member
of parliament during a special
session of the Kurdish Parlia-
ment to examine the report.

Other voices accused the UN
Commission of not having suffi-
ciently taken into account the
demand by the majority of Ham-

daniya’s Christians of for inclu-
sion in the Kurdistan Region.

However, the Kurds are not the
only dissatisfied ones. The Arabs
of Kirkuk province, members or
sympathisers of the “Arab Unity”
bloc and the Turcomen of the
Turcoman Front have also
expressed their opposition to the
report, particularly the part that
recommends power sharing with
the Kurds. They criticise UNAMI
of basing itself on the 2005
Provincial elections, which were
widely boycotted by the Sunni
Arabs, giving a majority of the
seat to the Kirkuk seats to the
Kurds.

Thus Hassan Well, a leader of
the Turcoman party backed by
Ankara, accuses UNO of having
been influenced by the “Kurdish
factions”, saying he was opposed
to external actors interfering
with the Kirkuk question —
which is a bit odd in view of
Turkey’s virulent activity on this
issue. It may, however, be
explained by the recent relative
withdrawal of the AKP govern-
ment on the issue following a
certain “thawing” of relations
between Ankara and Irbil. Mr.
Well said: “the Turcomen are try-
ing to unite Iraq and believe that it
is in the interest of Iraq and the
Iraqis to resolve their problems
themselves rather than call on out-
side contributors, even if this con-
tributor is UNO”. This party’s
Web site even proposed, in a
statement sent to the UN Com-
mission on 15 June, that Irbil be
declared a “disputed zone” .

In reply to this salvo of criti-
cisms, UNAMI pointed out that,
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in the last resort, it would be up
to the Iraqi government to
decide. Andrew Gilmour, Politi-
cal Director of UNAMI, declared
that he was not surprised by the
dissatisfaction of most of the par-
ties in the conflict: “We did not
expect that any of the parties would
welcome the proposals. None of
them has won 100% of what they
wanted. Compromises are never
pleasant for supporters of a tough
line, whoever they may be”.

Despite the Kurdish Govern-
ment’s severe criticisms of the
UN Commission, its Prime Min-
ister, Nechirvan Barzani, during
a visit to Dubai also envisaged a
form of power sharing in Kirkuk:
“We are urging for a solution to be
found, not just for a referendum”.

Commenting on this increased
flexibility, Wayne White, who
ran the Iragi section of the State
Department’s intelligence service
from 2003 to 2005, say this as
“g00d news”. “The Kurdish leaders,
Massud Barzani, the President of
Kurdistan, and the Iraqi President,
Jalal Talabani, have been subjected
to enormous pressure from their
rank and file to do their utmost in
many areas, including the territories
of Kirkuk and elsewhere”. Accord-
ing to Wayne White, although
concessions on Kirkuk may
erode the popularity of the two
main Kurdish parties, they can
also bring advantages, in rela-
tions with Turkey, in their nego-
tiations with Baghdad on the
question of oil resources and on
the budget, as well as more
relaxed relations with their Iraqi
neighbours, the Sunni Arabs, the
Turcomen and the Shiite Arabs.
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SANAND]J: THE EXECUTION OF A MINOR
— HEAVY SENTENCES FOR ACTIVISTS

N 10 June, a 17-year-old

youth, Mohammad Has-

sanzadeh, was executed

by hanging in Sanandaj
(Sine), capital of the Province of
Kurdistan in Iran, for the murder
of a 10-year-old boy, at a time
when he himself was only 15.
Another prisoner who was sixty
years of age and also found
guilty of murder, was hanged at
the same time as the youth.

In a communiqué, the European
Union sharply condemned this
execution, as did Amnesty Inter-
national: “This is the latest execu-
tion of a delinquent minor. In carry-
ing it out, the Iranian authorities
have committed a new and flagrant
violation of their international com-
mitments with regard to the Interna-
tional Pact on Civil and Political
Rights and the Convention on Chil-
dren’s Rights, which forbid passing
death sentences on people under the
age of eighteen at the time of the
offences involved. This undermines
the hopes aroused by the decision
taken by the Iranian Judicial authori-
ty on 10 June 2008, to suspend for a
month the death sentences passed on
two delinquent youths, so as to allow
more time for reaching an agreement
with the victims' relatives”.

Indeed, Behnoud Shojace and
Mohammed Fedai were also
found guilty of premeditated
murder (though this was denied
by the two youths). However, the
use of torture, alleged by
Mohammed Fedai in a letter,
taints the whole procedure with

the suspicion of serious irregular-
ity. The lad states that he was b
not even aware of the admissions
that he signed after giving way
under pressure of ill-treatment: “I
am twenty-one years of age, I am
young, and I was only sixteen when
I was jailed. Like any youth I still
had m child’s dreams”, he wrote,
adding °“I was beaten and whipped
several times (...) They hung me
from the ceiling (...) They left me
with no hope of survival”.

Amnesty says it is also concerned
about the impending hanging of
Said Ghazee, today 21 years of
age, who is due to be executed
on 25 June. Last December
another young Kurd, Makwan
Moloudzadeh, was hanged at the
aged of 21. He had been impris-
oned at the age of 17 for having
had homosexual relations.

To date, Amnesty point out, there
are 85 minors waiting to be exe-
cuted in Iran: “We ask the leaders,
the judicial officers and the new
Iranian members of parliament to see
to it that Iran joins world-wide ten-
dency against recourse to death sen-
tences, as was forcibly expressed on
18 December 2007 in the UN Gener-
al Assembly Resolution calling for a
moratorium on executions”, stated
the organisation. Other Human
Rights defence organisations
record that there are 124
detainees waiting execution for
offences committed when they
were under 18. In general,
Amnesty has recorded at least
335 hangings for the year 2007,

which makes Iran the country
where capital punishment is the
most often carried out in the
world.

Nevertheless, Iran has signed
several international treaties,
including the UN Convention on
Children’s Rights, that prohibit
capital punishment for minors.
However, according to Iranian
law, boys come of age at 14 and
girls at 8 and a half, which, in the
eyes of the judges excludes them
from the protection reserved for
minor.

In general, repression and sen-
tences have been multiplying in
the Kurdish regions. Two young
feminist activists, Rounak Saf-
fahzadeh and Hana Abdi, were
arrested on 25 and 23 September
2007 respectively. They were
both members of Azamehr, or the
Kurdistan Women’s Association,
that organises training work-
shops and sports activities in the
town of Sanandaj and other parts
of Iranian Kurdistan. They had
also taken part in a campaign
entitled “A Million Signatures for
equality”.

Immediately after their arrest,
Rounak Saffahzadeh and Hana
Abdi were place in solitary isola-
tion for 3 and 2 months respec-
tively, in the detention centre of
the Ministry of Information on
Kurdistan, before being trans-
ferred to prison in Sanandaj.

On 19 June, Hana Abdi was sen-
tenced to 3 years jail for “subver-
sive activities” and “collaboration
with the enemy” by the Second
Chamber of the Sanandaj Revolu-
tionary Court. The court also




n° 279 e June 2008

ordered that the whole period of
her detention be passed far from
here home, in Germi Prison, in
the Azeri Province of Ardabil.
Ronak Saffahzadeh is still await-
ing trial. Mohammad Sharif, the
two girls lawyer has confided to
Human Rights Watch that he
fears the charges against Ronak
would be even heavier, including
that of “enemy of God”, which car-
ries the death sentence. “It is quite
routine for the Iranian government
to use vague charges about national
security to imprison and intimidate
peaceful activists”, explains Sarah
Leah Whitson, Director of
Human Rights Watch for the
Middle East and North Africa.
“But now they are going even fur-
ther and passing quite iniquitous
sentences”.

These two trials are part of a
campaign of repression and
intimidation against feminist
activists, particularly those who
initiated the “A million signatures
for equality” petition against sex
discrimination. In the last two
years, 35 activists associated with
this campaign have been arrest-
ed. This can also be linked with
the upsurge of sentences against
Kurds, regularly accused of activ-
ities “harmful to national security”
or of membership of an armed
gang (PEJAK), even when the
offence is solely one of opinion.
Thus, on 22 June, a Kurdish jour-
nalist, Mohammad Sadegh Kabo-
vand, was sentenced to 11 years
imprisonment, a sentence that
was vigorously denounced by
Reporters sans Frontieres: “The
Teheran has no scruple about sen-
tencing journalists on fallacious pre-
texts after iniquitous trials. Even
Mohammad Sadegh Kabovand's

state of health was not taken into
account. This particularly severe
sentence is a message to those who
do not submit to those in power, par-
ticularly in the Kurdistan region”.

Mohammad Sadegh Kabovand
was chief editor of the daily
paper  Payam-e  Mardom-e
Kordestan (The People of Kurdis-
tan’s Message) that was closed
down in 2005. However, the 11
years sentence passed by the
Teheran Revolutionary Court is
linked to his creation of an associ-
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ation for the defence of Human
Rights in the Kurdish region.
Arrested in July 2007, he has
spent 5 months in solitary isola-
tion in Teheran’s Evin Prison.
Suffering from health problems,
neither he nor his family can
afford the enormous sum
demanded as bail for his to be
release of treatment (150 million
tomans or 145,000 euros). His
lawyers, Nemat Ahmadi and
Mohammad Sifzadeh have
protested against what they con-
sider to be a “political” sentence.

KIRKUK: A HEADACHE FOR
THE PROVINCIAL ELECTIONS

HE Kirkuk issue is also

hampering the organisa-

tion of provincial elec-

tions, which are due to
take place on 1 October 2008
throughout Iraq, except for the
Kurdistan Region. These elec-
tions will revolve around a Bill
redefining the respective jurisdic-
tions of Baghdad and the
provinces. However, they are so
greatly exacerbating the rivalries
and conflicts between Arabs,
Kurds and Turcomen in this
province that their outright can-
cellation is seriously being con-
sidered.

The Arabs and Turcomen are,
indeed, demanding that Kirkuk
be divided into four electoral dis-
tricts, which the Kurdish Coali-
tion rejects, seeing this as an
attempt to partition the region
and disintegrate its unity. More-
over, the Kurds are opposed to
fresh elections taking place so

long as Article 140 and the refer-
endum its allows for have not
been applied. The Arabs and Tur-
comen, on the contrary, insist on
the necessity of fresh elections as
they reject the results of the 2005
poll, which the Sunni Arabs had
boycotted.

For his part, one of the advisers
at US Embassy in Baghdad,
Thomas Krajiski, visited Kirkuk
and spoke to all the Arabs, Tur-
coman and Kurdish representa-
tives in the governorate: “We sup-
port the holding of elections in
Kirkuk and we do not wish for them
to be postponed because the city of
Kirkuk is important to all Iraqis and
to neighbouring countries as well as
the world. The USA and the UN are
seeking to find a solution to the
Kirkuk problem that will satisfy all
parties”. However, the adviser
refused to give more details of
the kind of solution that, in his
view, could be envisaged. Other
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US officials consider that the elec-
tions could be postponed for a
month.

Mohammed Thsan, Kurdistan
Minister for extra-Regional
Affairs, considered this visit and
his remarks as “interference”. “The
United States has no right to inter-
fere on this question as it is a purely
Iraqi issue. We are not saying that
the elections should not take place,
but we are asking that Article 140 be
applied and we will not accept any
interference in this problem, be it
from Americans or Iragis”.

From the Iraqi side, the Iraqi Par-
liament spokesman, Mahmud al-
Mashhadani, in a statement
expressed the hope that the
Kirkuk problem would not com-
promise the holding of elections,
before asking all the political
blocks in the Assembly to finally
agree whether to hold or post-
pone them. Jalal ad-Din al-
Sagheer, the head f the Shiite
Alliance, considers that it will be
very difficult for them to take
place in accordance with the
original timetable, particularly
because of Kirkuk, even if the
electoral commission indicated
that the Bill should be passed
early July at the latest, so as to
allow three months needed to
prepare for the polls. Thus the
Arab and Turcoman jurists have
proposed to postpone the elec-
tions solely in Kirkuk, preparing
a separate Bill and election for
this province — an idea the
Kurds reject, fearing to lose the
gains of the 2005 elections, which
the two other ethnic groups chal-
lenge.

With regard to the provinces of

Nineveh and Diyala, which con-
tain other disputed districts, the
Kurdish parties have announced
that they would take pat in the
elections by forming a single list
so as to win the maximum num-
ber of seats on the Mosul provin-
cial councils. According to Khas-
ro Goran, the assistant to the gov-
ernor of Mosul and head of the
Kurdistan Democratic Party of

Nineveh Province, the Kurds
would win a majority of the seats
by uniting on a single list, the
Nineveh Brotherhood. This list
would include the Patriotic
Union of Kurdistan, the Kurdis-
tan Democratic Party, the Islamic
Union of Kurdistan, the Commu-
nist party of Kurdistan, the Iraqi
Communist Party and some
Christian political parties.

SYRIA: INCREASED PRESSURE OF
THE AUTHORITIES ON ACTIVISTS
AND CYBER-DISSIDENTS

HE controversial invita-

tion of the Syrian Presi-

dent, Bashar al-Assad to

the 14 July celebrations in
France, has aroused several
Human Rights defence organisa-
tions, including Human Rights
Watch, which recalled the habit
of the Syrian State of “arresting,
trying and harassing intellectuals
and political and human rights
activists” by using methods of
intimidation and coercion. “Any
relations with Syria must comprise
an open discussion of human rights
problems, including the fate of politi-
cal prisoners and other Syrian vic-
tims of power abuse”, declared
Sarah Leah Whitson, Director of
Human Rights Watch’s Middle
East and North Africa section.
“The Damascus authorities continue
to harass anyone who dares to criti-
cise them”.

Syrian bloggers, in particular, are
embarrassing the authorities
who, while they control the
press, have more difficulty in
gagging news and information

on the Web. All the events of the
2004 Newroz events or the agita-
tion that followed the assassina-
tion of Sheikh Mashouk in 2005
or, again, the incidents of the
2008 Newroz have been widely
filmed, commented and made
public via blogs and Internet sites
in the diaspora, who relay infor-
mation provided by eyewitnesses
and participants.

Thus in March 2008, the Kurdish
writer Pir Rostem, a member of
the Kurdistan Democratic Party,
who writes for several interna-
tional Kurdish periodicals, was
arrested, his house searched and
his papers and portable comput-
er confiscated. On 7 May last, it
was the turn of the 60-year-old
writer and political analyst Habib
Saleh, to be arrested by the Syri-
an security services who took
him to an unknown location
where he is detained incommuni-
cado, as is reported by the nation-
al Organisation for Human
Rights in Syria (ONDHS): “The
security services responsible for
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watching Habib Saleh arrested him
on Wednesday night as he was
strolling through Tartous market
place and took him to an unknown
location. Since then we have had no
news of him”, declared ONDHS
president Ammar Qorabi.

This is the third time Habib Saleh
has been arrested. He has written
several articles criticising Syria’s
behaviour towards political
opponents. He had already been
arrested in 2001, with nine other
activists in the “Damascus
Spring” and freed after three
years detention. In May 2005 her
was again arrested and accused
of “publishing lying informa-
tion” on Internet. He was only
released in September 2007.

On 11 May, Tareq Biasi, 23 years
of age, was sentenced to 3 years
imprisonment. Arrested in July
2007, he was accused of “insulting
the security services” on line and of
“weakening national feeling”. On 12
May began another trial —that of
Muhammad Badi’ Dek al-Bab, a
member of the National Organi-
sation for Human Rights, arrest-
ed on 2 March 2008. He was trial
before an Army Court because of
an article entitled “Damascus, the
capital of Arab culture”, which
treats ironically the status of
Damascus, which was declared
“Capital of Arab Culture for
2008” at a time when the arrests
of writers and intellectuals were
multiplying. Accused of “propa-
gation of false information liable to
damage the State’s prestige”, he
was sentenced to six months jail.
In his case, too, this was not his
first sentence, since, in the year
2000, Muhammad Dek al-Bab
had been sentenced to 15 years

imprisonment for membership of
the Moslem Brothers and had
only been released five years
later because of a general presi-
dential pardon on taking office.
“This verdict shows that the Syrian
authorities are continuing to violate
the most elementary rights and pub-
lic freedoms and to repress human
rights activists” declared Mr.
Ourabi, his lawyer: “It is a deci-
sion aimed at the ONDHS to punish
its efforts of denouncing attacks on
Human Rights”.

In addition to the freedom of
written expression and right of
assembly, the right of association
is also flouted. Thus in December
2007, 13 political activists, includ-
ing former member of parliament
Riad Seif, were imprisoned for
having taken part in a meeting of
opposition groups. They were
charged with “weakening national
feeling and incitement to sectarian
violence”, with “spreading false or
exaggerated news that could harm
the country’s morale” and with
“membership of an organisation
formed with the aim of changing the
State’s structure”.

All forms of assembly and of
election platform are thus dis-
couraged or simply forbidden or
cancelled at the last moment. On
25 May, Mazen Darwish, presi-
dent of the Syrian Centre for
media and freedom of expression
was due to organise a conference
on Press freedom at the Arab
Cultural Centre in Damascus.
Despite prior authorisation by
the Minister of Culture, the con-
ference was cancelled 15 minutes
before its opening, by a simple
phone call from the same minis-
ter.
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Obstacles to people’s movement
and placing them under house
arrest are frequent. Thus Human
Rights Watch points out that in
May seven political or human
rights activists were refused the
right to leave the country. On 21
may, Muhammad al-Hasani,
president of the Syrian Human
Rights Organisation was prevent-
ed from visiting Beirut where he
was expected to take part in a
broadcast on the al-Alam TV
channel on the situation of Syria
detainees in Saudi Arabia. Simi-
larly, Radif Mustafa, president of
the Kurdish Committee for
Human Rights was prevented
from visiting Paris, although he
had been invited to a training
workshop organised by the Euro-
Mediterranean Human Rights
Network.

On May 8, Raja al-Nasser and
Muhammad Abdel Majid Man-
jourah, lawyers ad members of
the Socialist Union Party were
prevented from taking part in a
workshop organised by the Arab
National Congress. Zaradasht
Muhammad and Abdel Rahman
Ahmad, two Kurdish political
activists were forbidden to leave
Syria for Iraqi Kurdistan, where
they were due to meet some
political parties. Moreover, these
restrictions do not only hit travel
for political or professional rea-
sons.

Thus Abdel Satar al-Qattan was
not allowed to leave Syria for a
kidney transplant. A member of
the Moslem Brotherhood, he had
been imprisoned and then freed
for health reasons on 12 June
2007 and now has to have dialy-
sis three times a week.
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AS WELL AS ...

* DIYARBEKIR: THE YOUNG
CHOIR MEMBERS FACE 5
YEARS IMPRISONMENT. The
trial of three young Kurds of
Turkey began in Diyarbekir on 9
June. Two of them are 15 years of
age and the third is 17. They are
accused of breach of Article 7/2
of the Anti-Terrorist Act, of “pro-
paganda in favour of a terrorist
organisation” and face up to five
years imprisonment.

In October 2007, a choir of young
singers, from the municipality of
Yenisehir Diarbekir, had per-
formed at an international music
festival in San Francisco. The
choir had performed 9 songs,
including a Turkish patriotic
march, Canakkale Marsi and the
Kurdish anthem “Ey Raqib” —
the anthem of the Kurdish
Republic of Mahabad, today offi-
cially adopted by the Iragi Kur-
distan Region. On their return, a
Turkish Public Prosecutor, clear-
ly pretty ignorant of the history
of the Kurdish national move-
ment, filed a complaint against
the children, accusing them of
having sung the “PKK anthem
under the PKK flag”.

The three oldest singers will thus
appear before the Diyarbekir
Court charged with “propaganda
in favour of a terrorist organisation”
and the other, younger, members
of the choir will appear before a
children’s court.

Michael Santoro, the Director of
the Festival, who had personally
invited the Diyarbekir choir,
denies any intention of political
propaganda or “separatism” in

these events, pointing out that his
Festival had the aim of offering
the possibility of public perfor-
mances “to musicians, composers
and artists who, historically have
been under-represented because of
cultural, political or economic rea-
sons”. Despite the prosecutor’s
charges, the incriminated song
has nothing to do with the PKK.
In fact it was composed in 1938
by the Kurdish poet Dildar and
was adopted as the national
anthem of the Kurdish Republic
of Mahabad in 1946. Today it is
the anthem adopted by the Iraqi
Kurdistan Region. As for the flag,
Michael Santoro points out that it
is the Kurdish national flag but
that no PKK symbols were on the
concert platform.

Amnesty International has stated
that singing a historic anthem
cannot be considered a threat to
public security and comes more
under the heading of freedom of
expression. The organisation stat-
ed that if these children were
jailed or sentenced they would be
considered prisoners of opinion.

* MUSIC FESTIVAL DAY IN
IRAQI KURDISTAN. This year,
Irbil, capital of the Iraqi Kurdis-
tan Region, has joined the inter-
national list of towns that cele-
brate Musical Festival Day on 21
June, alongside Duhok, and
Suleimaniah. In partnership with
the French Foreign Ministry, he
French Embassy in Iraq and its
newly opened Irbil Office, the
Kurdistan Regional Govern-
ment’s ministry of Culture organ-
ised a series of musical events
throughout the country with over
35 extremely diverse musical
groups: Kurdish, Assyrio-

Chaldean, Yezidi and even a
French jazz group, Mystere Trio,
that came with the support of a
Convention with the City of
Toulouse. The musical events
took place in a great variety of
place, going from a open-air con-
cert in Irbil’s Minare Park for the
French group to performances in
such unusual places as prisons
and hospitals, thus observing the
initial spirit of this festival, which
was to bring music out of the
concern halls and official events.
In all, 24 Concerts were given in
the three provinces of the Region.
Kurds particularly enjoy music
and open-air parties, so this ini-
tiative was a great success. Sulei-
maniah’s Azad (Freedom) Park, a
former Saddam Army base, saw
performances by both traditional
and modern Kurdish singers to
the great satisfaction of the
inhabitants, as expressed by
some of them to the Los Angeles
Times: “My body and my soul
moved in time to the music”, said
29-year-old Shireen Wihab
enthusiastically. “I have never felt
like this before”.

Heresh Abed Rahman, a zorna
player, at the head of his Sahnad
group, which is very popular in
Kurdistan was also very positive
about this experiment: “We are
trying to revive our people’s taste for
music, to get closer to them and this
is a fine thing. It is the first time that
we have played in the open air. Even
though there was some wind, which
affected the sound system, the sound
of the wind in the trees gives just the
particular tonality that mixes with
our music”.

In the same city, a convalescent
home welcomed a string quar-
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tette in its garden. A member of
the audience, Rasheed Murad, 69
years of age, explained: “Life has
been hard, I have never had the
chance of being able to listen to
music. I worked hard to bring up my
family but a t present I am living in
a different world here, with those
who have no family. I would like
such an event to be repeated, so as to
give us hope to face life’s difficul-
ties”.

* BAGHDAD: CHEMICAL ALI
DENIES HAVING EXECUTED
CIVILIAN SHIITES. Ali Hassan
al-Majid, nick-named “Chemical
Ali” because of his major role in
the Anfal campaign against the
population of Kurdistan, is at
present being tried in Baghdad
for his involvement in the assas-
sination of tens of thousands of
Shiites in 1991, when the Saddam
regime crushed the uprising in
the South, following the First
Gulf War.

This cousin of Saddam Hussein,
one of the leading political actors
of the old regime, nevertheless
denies the massacre of several
thousands of civilians in the Shi-
ite South, admitting only the exe-
cution of “a saboteur in Iran’s pay”.
Witnesses, on the contrary, report
that he and his soldiers deliber-
ately opened fire on unarmed
Shiite demonstrators in the city of
Basra, specifically killing a
teenager. This Ali al-Majid
denies: “There were no peaceful
demonstrations in Basra. The rioters
started to build barricades and attack
the soldiers ... I never fired on civil-
ians — my only duty was to elimi-
nate the armed men”. This former
Saddam minister, already sen-
tenced to death last June for

genocide, adds that he only
sought to defend his country
against “an Iranian invasion”.

The official attitude of the
Baathist leaders towards the Shi-
ite opponents (although they
made up the majority of the
country’s population) was,
indeed, to consider them as
agents of Iran or even as Iranians
once they had stripped them of
their Iraqi nationality. This was
the fate of the Fayli Kurds, whose
massacre and mass deportation
will be the subject of a forthcom-
ing trial by the Iraqi High Court.
These Kurds, who are of Shiite
faith, live, apart from in Bagh-
dad, spread out along the Iraqg-
Iran border, in the province of
Diyala, from Khanaqgin to Ama-
rah as well as in Iran, in the
provinces of Ilam and Kerman-
shah. They numbered over a mil-
lion in Iraq before Saddam
launched a vast campaign of
“ethnic cleaning” against them in
the 1970s and then again in the
80s — the second ending up in
genocide. Tens of thousands of
Fayli were arrested and then
either deported to Iran or secretly
executed. Many survive in
refugee camps in the Iranian
provinces of llam and Ahwaz.

Further to their Shiite faith,
which made them suspect to the
regime, especially during the
Irag-Iran war, their ethnic charac-
ter also condemned them in
Baghdad’s eyes, even from the
first years of the dictatorship.
This is explained by Muhammad
Qaradaghi, an official of the Kur-
distan regional Government: “In
the 70s, the Kurdish political move-
ment was very active in Baghdad
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and this was due to its large Fayli
population. As from that time, the
authorities planned their deportation
so as to counter their influence — as
well as securing financial benefits
from confiscating their goods and
assets”.

During the Anfal campaign, the
survivors pointed out that, in
addition to the deportations to
Iran and executions they were
subjected to chemical attacks
using thallium, a neurotoxin. The
Iraqi High Court is at the
moment enquiring whether the
trial should also include a charge
of genocide.

e GREAT BRITAIN: THE
SCREENING OF THE FIRST
FULL LENGTH KURDISH
CARON FILM. Havi Shakur, a
28-year-old Kurdish refugee,
who reached Britain from Ger-
many, has created the first Kur-
dish cartoon film with the British
cartoonist Stuart Palmer. This
was screened in the town of Hull
on 22 June, on the occasion of
Refugee Week.

Created with digital pictures on a
computer, this 55-minute film
recounts the legend of Kawa the
Blacksmith, mythical hero of the
Kurdish people, and his victori-
ous struggle against the tyrant
Zohak, who symbolises the forces
of Evil. “As this is the first film of
this kind, the first long Kurdish car-
toon film, it was very important that
it be a Kurdish tale” explained its
creator. “The story is that of Kawa
the Blacksmith, which is probably the
best known Kurdish legend. It
recounts both the history of the Kur-
dish New Year (Newroz) ands the
birth of a nation. However, it is not
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only a Kurdish film intended just for
Kurdish people — I believe that it
could also please many British
people”.

The Splash Productions Compa-
ny produced this in partnership
with Goodwin Development
Trust, which ensured its financ-
ing. Eleven Kurdish and eleven
British actors gave their voices to
the characters.

According to Havi Shakur, “the
project met with considerable
interest in Kurdistan — we have
received a lot of encouragement
and help from people there. In

making it we carried out meticu-
lous research to ensure that every
detail is rendered in the most
authentic manner possible”. In
particular, the two creators took
great care to reproducing Kur-
dish houses, clothes and land-
scapes so as to ensure the scenery
be as accurate as possible.

Stuart palmer, who also works
for Splash Productions, tells how
the idea of this film came to
them: “We both wanted to use our
talents to create something unique
and really worthwhile. Personally, I
didn’t know much about Kurdish
culture and this was an opportunity
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for me to explore something a bit dif-
ferent.

So we contacted Goodwin Develop-
ment Trust for financing the making
of the film. However, they were so
enthusiastic at the idea that they
decided to join us to develop the pro-
ject”.

The film is made in two versions
— one in Kurdish and one in
English (with Kurdish sub-titles).
Its creators hop to see it broad-
cast on Kurdish TV, as well as
distributed in DVD for European
countries, the United States,
Canada and Kurdistan.
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le Président de la République
Jalal Talabani (un Kurde) avec le
général Souleymani, chef de la
Force Al-Quds des Pasdarans ira-

niens, avait beaucoup contribué
a mettre fin a la guerre interchii-
tes des premiers mois de I'année
2008.

Commencée dans la soirée de
samedi et poursuivie toute Ia
matinée du dimanche, la visite
de Kouchner a Bagdad confirme,
aux yeux du ministre, cette
impression d’'un « printemps de
Bagdad, sécuritaire, économique,
politique », pour

bani. Cette accalmie, ce « début
de réconciliation nationale », la
délégation francaise ne Ia
constate pas visuellement elle-
méme. Si vous traversez aujour-

d’hui Bagdad en convoi officiel .

dans vos 4x4 blindés équipés
d’antennes de «blockphone »
(systéeme brouillant les ondes
. électromagnétiques pour éviter
le déclenchement a distance par
téléphone portable des roadside
bombs), vous ne voyez pas de cir-

culation : toutes les avenues, y

compris l'autoroute de 1'aéro-

port, ont été préalablement fer-
mées pour faciliter le passage du
convoi. Quant a la ville, vous ne
la voyez pas non plus, car, entre
deux chicanes
check-points, vous roulez pres-
que en permanence entre des
murailles de blocs de bétons.
Vous n’avez pas l'impression de

-traverser une capitale habitée ;

vous étes comme dans un jeu
vidéo,

reprendre _«Un détail technique »

" 'expression du président Tala- '

C’est seulement a l'intérieur

de la zone verte, dans ce que vos .
gardes du corps appellent «la:

petite Venise », que vous trouvez'

un urbanisme normal. Les villas -

sont agréables et verdoyantes,
séparées par de charmants
canaux d'eau claire. Elles sont

'réservées aux ministres et autres:

dignitaires du pays. On croise un
troupeau d’oies : référence a cel-
les du Capitole antique ?

Parfois, vous entendez une
explosion, comme ce fut le cas

abritant . des.

dimanche matin. Une voiture pié-
gée avait explosé non loin de
I'ambassade d’Iran, au passage
d’une patrouille de 'armée ira-
kienne, nous explique l'un des
vingt gendarmes du GIGN gardant
en permanence !’ambassadeur de
France. Deux morts et cing bles-
sés : une broutille pour Bagdad.

Certes, la guerre civile entre
sunnites et chiites s’est arrétée et
le niveau des attentats terroristes -
a beaucoup baissé par rapport
aux années noires 2005, 2006 et
2007. 11 est vrai qu’aucun véhicu-

- le ne péneétre au centre-ville qui

n’ait été préalablement contrdlé
au moins deux fois par les forces
de sécurité irakiennes ou améri-
caines.

Dans ses entretiens avec tous

. les responsables irakiens (le pré-

sident sunnite du Parlement, le

, président kurde de la Républi-

que, le premier ministre chiite),

" Kouchner accepte de bonne gra-

ce cette présentation d'un prin-
temps de Bagdad, nourri par un
Ftat enfin « déconfessionnalisé,
neutre et professionnel ». On lui

TURQUIE LA FRANCE & LA TETE DE L'UE LE 15 JUILLET

Paris redoute des représailles
de la part d’Ankara

RELEGUEE par Nicolas Sarkozy au sommet de Union pour la

a '« Aste mineure », la Turquie
s’appréte a ne faire aucun cadeau
a la France lors de sa présidence
de I'Union européenne (UE), qui
commence le 17 juillet. Partenaire
important de 'Europe, notam-

ment pour les questions énergéti-

ques et de défense, la Turquie est
en mesure d’entraver certaines

des priorités affichées par Paris.

La relation bilatérale est cris-

pée. Lerécent vote par les députés

francais d’un amendement au pro-
_jet de réforme de la Constitution.

francaise, qui maintient un réfé-
rendum pour 'adhésion de la Tur-

quie a I'UE, et pour elle seule, a

accrule probléme, Ankara a quali-

fié ce texte, le 3 juin, d’« approche

“discriminatoire, préjudiciable » i
la coopération avec la France.
Source d’inquiétude pour I’Ely-
sée: la présence du président
turc Abdullah Giil ou du premier
ministre Recep Tayyip Erdogan

Méditerranée prévu, a Paris, le
13 juillet, est loin d’étre acquise.

Position intransigeante
‘La Turquie a aussi une capacité
. de blocage sur le développement
de Europe de la défense, dont
Paris a fait une priorité. Membre
* de I'Organisation du traité de P’At-
lantique nord (OTAN), elle deman-
de des garanties d’accés a tout pro-
jet de FUE qui impliquerait des
infrastructures ou une logistique
de PAlliance atlantique.
Pour tenter de lever ’hypothé-

que turque, et aussi pour calmer |

les craintes de pays comme le
Royaume-Uni, la Suéde, I'ltalie,
PEspagne, qui redoutent un inci-

- dent de parcours pendant la prési-
dence francaise de 'UE, les respon-
sables francais se sont mis & assu-
rer que leur approche serait
« impartiale, objective, équilibrée ».
M. Sarkozy a dépéché a Anka-

ra, en début d’année, son
-conseiller diplomatique, Jean-
David Levitte, et, plus récem-

ment, le secrétaire d’Etat aux

affaires européennes, Jean-Pierre

Jouyet. Mais les déclarations suc- .

cessives de M. Sarkozy sur la Tur-
quie et du premier ministre, Fran-

. ¢ois Fillon, a propos de Poccupa-
tion du nord de Chypre, ont attisé
Pamertume. Les militaires turcs,
en particulier, tiennent une posi-
tion intransigeante depuis le
vote, en 2006, d’une loi frangaise
qui pénalise la négation du géno-
cide arménien.

En dépit des demandes du
ministre francais des affaires
étrangéres, Bernard Kouchner,
Ankara n’a pas levé les restric-
tions placées, début 2007, sur les
droits de survol du territoire turc

- par les avions militaires frangais

se rendant en Afghanistan ni sur’

les droits de mouillage des navi-
res francais dans les ports turcs.
M. Sarkozy a confié en mars
une mission « sur la relation fran-
co-turque » au député UMP Pier-

dit que seul « un détail techni-
que » empéche encore le retour
des ministres sunnites au gou-
vernement, mais que les accords
de principe ont été trouvés. On
n’hésite plus a critiquer ouverte-

- ment l'ingérence de I'Iran dans

les affaires irakiennes.
Lorsque le général Petraeus,

" commandant en chef américain,

vient rendre visite 2 Kouchner
dimanche matin, il se montre
plein de prévenance pour la
France et son ministre, lui
confiant qu’il cherche 2 insuffler
a ses troupes un « esprit Méde-
cins sans frontiéres », c’est-a-di-
re en empathie avec la popula-
tion.

A Bagdad, Kouchner a fait un
pari pascalien. Si la guerre civile
reprend, il n’aura rien perdu.
Mais si le printemps se confirme,
il aura gagné gros, en montrant,
avant tous ses homologues euro-
péens, une solidarité de la France
a des leaders irakiens qui cher-
chent désespérément a sortir
leur pays de I'orniére.

fe Monde
Vendredi 6 juin 2008 .

re Lellouche, partisan de I'intégra-
tion de la Turquie dans ’'UE. L’af-
faire de I’amendement de la
Constitution est « calamiteuse,
atterrante », commente-t-il,
apreés une visite, le 13 mai, 4 Anka-
1a, ol il a été recu a haut niveau.
Gazde France reste évincé dupro-
jet de gazoduc européen Nabucco
traversant la Turquie. D’autres
projets sont en souffrance. En
tout « 5milliards d’euros de
contrats ont été perdus » par la
France en Turquie depuis septem-

bre 2007, estime M. Lellouche.
Cherchant le moyen de sortir de
cette crise par le haut, les émissai-
res francais ont répété a Ankara
que seuls les chapitres de la négo-
ciation avec 'UE supposant une
adhésion a terme de la Turquie
seraient bloqués. Ils ont laissé
entendre qu’un ou deux nouveaux
chapitres pourraient étre ouverts
avant la fin de 'année. La méfian-
ce persiste : « Aucune garantie ne
nous a été donnée », dit une source
diplomatique turque, & Ankara. &
: NATALIE NOUGAYREDE.
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Des villages du Kurdistan irakien, frontaliers de I'lran, sont réguliérement la
cible de tirs d'artillerie de I'armée iranienne qui tente d'éradiquer la rébellion
kurde.

Mais c’est la premiére fois que cette zone, relativement proche de la ville de
Sayyid Sadig, est bombardée par I'armée iranienne, selon le général Yawar.
En février, la Turquie voisine avait lancé dans le nord irakien une vaste offen-

sive contre les rebelles du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK, séparatis-
tes kurdes turcs) qui ménent depuis 1984 une lutte armée contre I'Etat turc qui
a fait quelque 37.000 morts.

Le groupe séparatiste du P&jak, lié au PKK, est accusé par Téhéran de mener
des opérations armées dans I'ouest de I'lran et d'étre soutenu par Washington.

TEHERAN, 5 juin 2008 (AFP) - Douze hommes armés ont été
tués par les forces de sécurité iraniennes lors d'un accrochage dans une ré-
gion de l'ouest de I'ran, a déclaré jeudi un officier de police de la province
d'Azerbaidjan occidental, cité par I'agence Fars.

"Douze terroristes ont été tués et d'autres ont été blessés par nos tirs quand un
groupe de 40 terroristes s'est infiltré dans la région de Haj Omran, prés de
Piranshahr”, a déclaré I'officier, Shahnam Rezaei, ajoutant que des membres
du groupe avaient réussi a prendre la fuite.

Quatre policiers ont été tués et un a été blessé par les tirs du groupe, a-t-il
ajouté, sans préciser la date de I'accrochage, la nationalité des hommes ar-
més ou leur provenance.

Le quotidien iranien Jomhouri Eslami avait rapporté lundi que quatre policiers
iraniens avaient été tués en sautant sur des mines posées par des rebelles
kurdes, membres du Pejak, lié au Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK),

IRAN: 12 HOMMES ARMES TUES PAR LES FORCES DE SECURITE
A LA FRONTIERE OUEST

basé en Turquie et dans le nord de I'lrak.

Selon le quotidien, les quatre policiers ont été tués dimanche par des mines
télécommandées dans la région d'Haj Omran, non loin de la frontiére ira-
kienne, dans le nord-ouest du pays.

Les mines auraient ét¢ posées par les rebelles kurdes aprés la mort de plu-
sieurs de leurs responsables dans des affrontements avec les militaires
iraniens, selon le journal.

Les affrontements et actions armées se multiplient dans le nord-ouest de
I'lran. Les provinces de cette région, habittes de Kurdes, sont souvent le
théatre d'accrochages entre les forces de sécurité et les militants du Pejak.
L'lran accuse régulierement les Etats-Unis de chercher & fomenter des trou-
bles ethniques en soutenant des groupes de rebelles dans les provinces ira-
niennes ou vivent des minorités.

AP Associated Press|

05 juin 2008 AP
La Turquie et I'lran ont mené une série de frappes coordonnées contre les

rebelles kurdes bases dans le nord de I'lrak, a annoncé jeudi un général turc,
selon des informations télévisées.

Les deux pays avaient fait part de leur intention de coopérer contre les rebelles
kurdes, mais ces déclarations confirment que Ankara et Téhéran agissent de
concert contre le Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK), qui combat pour
I'autonomie dans le sud-est de la Turquie, et le PEJAK, sa branche iranienne.
"Nous partageons des renseignements avec I'lran, nous parlons, nous nous
coordonnons”, a déclaré le général llker Basbug, commandant des forces ter-
restres turques, cité par la télévision CNN-Turk.

Attaques coordonnées de la Turquie et 1'Iran
Contre les rebelles kurdes en Irak

Il a précisé qu'aucune opération coordonnée n'avait eu lieu au cours des deux
derniers mois mais qu'une plus grande coopération était possible a I'avenir, si
nécessaire.

Aucun détail n'a &té donné sur les frappes ou les cibles visées. Le principal
camp rebelle se trouve au Mt Qandil, a |a frontiére entre I'lrak et I'lran.

Des dizaines de milliers de personnes ont été tuées dans la lutte pour
I'autonomie du PKK, considéré comme une organisation terroriste par les
Etats-Unis.

L'armée turque a lancé des raids aériens contre des cibles rebelles kurdes
dans le nord de I'lrak au cours des derniers mois. En février, elle a mené une
opération terrestre de huit jours sans aller jusqu'a Qandil. AP

TURQUIE
Le général Ilker Basbug : nous travaillons

|Nggvgﬂgg d'Arménie

5juin 2008,  par Stéphanel armenews
"Nos derniers offensives et raids ont
infligé des pertes importantes a

turques a Istanbul.
"La Turquie, dans

la mesure de ses

en coordination avec I'Iran

travaillons en coordination avec |'Iran,
nous partageons des informations, nous
parlons et planifions des opérations” a-t-il

'organisation terroriste (PKK)" a déclaré
jeudi le commandant des Forces armées
terrestres turques le général Ilker Basbug.
"L'organisation est en proie, depuis dé-
cembre, a un chaos intérieur” a ajouté le
général lors d’un symposium internAtional
sur les ‘"incertitudes au Proche-Orient
(PO), son avenir et les problémes de sécu-
rité" organisé par le Centre d'étude et de
recherches stratégiques (SAREM), au
commandement des Académies militaires

SOULEIMANIYEH (Irak), 12 juin 2008 (AFP)

moyens, contrdle sa frontiére avec !'Irak,
(a partir duquel s'infiltrent les terroristes
PKK sur le territoire turc)" a précisé le gé-
néral Basbug, en faisant part d'une coor-
dination entre les autorités turques et ira-
niennes dans la lutte contre les séparatis-
tes du PKK.

"Veiller a la sécurité le long de la frontiere
avec I'Irak est notre premiére priorité et la
deuxiéme priorité est la frontiere avec
IIran" a-t-il ajouté.

"Dans les régions proches de I'Iran, nous

- Trois membres

encore ajouté.

"tes Iraniens ménent des opérations du
coté iranien de la frontiére et nous faisons
de méme du cbté turc" a-t-il précisé en
ajoutant que de sérieux accrochages ont
eu lieu entre les forces iraniennes et les
rebelles du PKK.

"Malgré toutes les mesures prises, des pe-
tits groupe de terroristes continueront
toujours de s'infiltrer sur le territoire turc"
a-t-il également précisé.

TROIS PESHMERGAS TUES ET CINQ BLESSES DANS L'EST DE L'IRAK

Les peshmergas ont ét¢ visés par une bombe artisanale qui a explosé au pas-

des peshmergas, les forces militaires du Kurdistan irakien, ont été tués jeudi
avant I'aube et cing autres ont été griévement blessés dans I'explosion d’'une
bombe dans la province de Diyala, a I'est de Bagdad, a-t-on appris de source
kurde.

sage de leur véhicule, selon une source au sein des forces peshmergas.

L'incident s’est produit dans la nuit de mercredi & jeudi a Jalawla, dans la pro-
vince de Diyala, ol vivent des Kurdes chiites.

Les peshmergas participent a des opérations militaires dans la region.
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forms, and the idea was that after
Ocalan was captured this would be
the time for Turkey to make real
changes when it came to the Kurdish
issue and instead, Turkey did noth-
ing," said Marcus.

Meantime, the PKK can take on
an even wider dimension by getting
Iran involved in the process, as a
PKK-affiliated organization, known as
the Party For Free Life in Kurdistan
(PEJAK), is fighting lran. PEJAK,
which claims to have received aid

from Washington, said it had killed at
least eight Iranian Revolutionary
Guards Corps in clashes inside Iran
this week.

While that could be happy news
to the US, it has the potential to speed
up Iranian-Turkish cooperation on the
matter. That comes as the US tries to
distance Turkey from Iran as part of
its policy to isolate Tehran at the re-
gional and international levels.

As the prospects of a bigger con-
flict inside Turkey and its spillover to

regional countries get graver, some
are suggesting that Turkey has to take
its Kurdish issue more seriously. An
early sign of that realization is begin-
ning to take shape in Turkey as Prime
Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan an-
nounced the allocation of US$12 bil-
lion to develop the economy of the
Kurdish-dominated region of south-
east Turkey.

Saying that Erdogan’s economic
development plan was not enough,
Najmaddin Karim - whose Washing-

ton Kurdish Institute was a signatory
to the statement by the 1,000 Kurdish
figures - noted, "The issue of Kurds in
Turkey is a political issue and an is-
sue of identity and has to be ad-
dressed as such. The thing is that the
Kurdish question is like the genie that
is out of bottle now and can't be put
back into the bottle anymore," said
Karim.

Btﬂl’Tl'ibUﬂEJ June 5, 2008

Turkish general says Turkey, Iran share intelligence,
coordinate attacks on Kurdish rebels

By SUZAN FRASER, Associated Press Writer

NKARA, Turkey (AP) -- Turkey and

Iran have been carrying out coordinated
strikes on Kurdish rebels based in northern Iraq,
a top Turkish general said Thursday in the first
military confirmation of Iranian-Turkish coop-
eration in the fight against separatists there.

Gen. Ilker Basbug, Turkey's land forces com-
mander, said the two countries have been shar-
ing intelligence and planned more coordinated
attacks in the future against the Kurdistan
Workers' Party, or PKK, and PEJAK, the group's
Iranian wing.

"We are sharing intelligence with Iran, we
are talking, we are coordinating,” CNN-Turk
television quoted Basbug as telling reporters on
the sidelines of a security conference in Istanbul.

"When they start an operation, we do, t0o,"
the general said. "They carry out an operation
from the Iranian side of the border, we from the
Turkish side.”

The report did not give any details on the
strikes or the targets. The general said no coor-

dinated action had taken place in the past few
months.

"We haven't done it in the past one or two
months, but we can do it again,” he said.

The PKK, which has bases in northern Iraq,
has been fighting for self-rule in southeastern
Turkey since 1984. Tens of thousands of people
have died in the conflict. The main rebel camp is
on Mount Qandil, which sits on the Iragi-Iranian
border.

In recent months, the Turkish military has
launched several airstrikes on Kurdish rebel tar-
gets in northern Iraq. In February, it staged an
eight-day, ground offensive.

Iran also has shelled northern Iraq. Tehran
says rebels from PEJAK, the Party for Free Life
in Kurdistan, a group fighting for Kurdish rights
in Iran, also have bases on Mount Qandil.

In northern Iraq, PKK spokesman Ahmad
Danas told The Associated Press that the group
knew about the contacts between Turkey and
Iran. But he said the strikes failed to dislodge the
rebels.

"The sites bombed in the Mount Qandil area
and other sites inside Iragi territory have no im-
pact on us because we had already left those
sites,” he said. "Militants have movable sites in
rocky mountains that cannot be targeted.”

The United States has labeled the PKK a ter-
rorist organization and supports Turkey's fight
against the group by providing intelligence on
the rebels. But it also has urged restraint on
Turkey, fearing the fight could undermine efforts
to calm Iraq.

In Washington, Secretary of State Condo-
leezza Rice said after meeting with the Turkish
foreign minister Thursday that the U.S., Turkey
and Iraq are "on the same page about the desire
to see the PKK not capable of carrying out at-
tacks against Turkey."”

"The PKK is an enemy of Irag; it's an enemy
of the United States; it's an enemy of Turkey; it's
an enemy of the region,” Rice said.

LAy June 5. 2008

Iran says kills 12 in clash near
Iraq: report

TEHRAN Reuters) - Iran said 12 members of an armed group
and four border guards were killed in a clash near the Iraqi border, a
news agency reported on Thursday.

Fars news agency said the armed group had planned to carry out "ter-
rorist activities” in the Islamic state. It did not make clear when the clash
happened and did not give details about the identity of those killed.

Iranian media said last month nine Kurdish rebels and three Iranian
Revolutionary Guards were killed in fighting in northwestern Iran near the
Turkish border.

Iranian forces have often clashed in Iraqi border areas with rebels
from the Party of Free Life of Kurdistan (PJAK), an offshoot of the Kurdis-

tan Workers Party (PKK) which took up arms in 1984 to fight for a Kurd-
ish homeland in southeast Turkey.

"Some of the terrorists were killed in a clash with security forces and
the others escaped to the other side of the border," Fars quoted Shahnam
Rezai, a police official in the province of West Azarbaijan, as saying.

"Four border guards from the town of Piranshar were martyred in the
clash and one was wounded," Rezai added.

Iran shares its western borders with Turkey and Iraq and a Turkish
general said on Thursday his country was cooperating with Iran through
the sharing of information and coordinated strikes against PKK guerrillas
in northern Iraq.

General Tlker Basbug, the second most powerful man in the Turkish
military, said the two countries had not carried out any coordinated strikes
in the last "one or two months" but would do so if necessary.

The Turkish military has regularly attacked PKK rebel positions this
year in the mountains of northern Iraq, where several thousands are be-
lieved to be holed up.

Analysts say PJAK has bases in northern Iraq from where they operate
against Iran.

; @!ﬂldlglo] e Voices of Irag
Ndsezz B JIfy  Jun 4, 2008

Turcoman MP Welcomes Kurdish PM Statements
On Kirkuk Power Sharing

Baghdad, Jun 4, (VOI)- Turcoman Lawmaker Fawzi Akram Tarzi on Wednesday
welcomes statements of iraq’s Kurdistan Prime Minister Negervan Barazani, during
which he expressed Kurdish readiness to share all ethnic groups in ruling
Kirkuk. “The Turcomans received Barzani's statements with great optimisms and the

Turcoman leaderships realized that the Kirkuk cause will not be solved without un-
derstanding as well as to take into consideration the privacy of the city,” Tarzi, a
Sadrist, told Aswat al-Irag — Voices of Irag (VOI). Barzani had expressed in state-
ments from Dubai yesterday the Kurds' readiness to share power with Arabs in the
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city of Kirkuk,, highlighting the importance role of the U.N. to solve this cause. The
Turcoman MP voiced belief that in case these statements implemented would con-
tribute in realizing peace and security throughout Kirkuk.

Article 140 of the Iraqi constitution is related to the normalization of the situation in
Kirkuk an important and mixed city of Kurds, Turkmen, Christians and Arabs. Kurds
seek to include the city in the autonomous Irag's Kurdistan region, while Sunni Arabs,

Turkmen and Shiite Arabs oppose the incorporation. The article currently stipulates
that all Arabs in Kirkuk be returned to their original locations in southern and central
Iraqgi areas, and formerly displaced residents returned to Kirkuk, 250 km northeast of
Baghdad. A referendum, provided for in the Iraqi constitution, was scheduled to be
held by the end of 2007 on including the city into the Kurdistan region, but was post-
poned for six months.

United Press International

BAGHDAD, June 4,2008 (UPl) -- Alawmaker with the Islamic Vir-
tue Party said Wednesday the exploitation of religious symbols by parties in
Kirkuk is holding back provincial council laws.

Basem Sherif said that the use of "religious symbols and mosques’ platforms to
promote the elections are one of the main reasons of the delay in approving
the provincial council laws by the Iraqi Parliament,” Voices of Iraq reported.
Terms of the provincial council laws include Article 140 of the Iragi Constitu-
tion, which reverses the "Arabization” policy of former Iraqgi teader Saddam
Hussein.

Article 140 specifies that Arabs in Kirkuk should return to southern and central
Irag while displaced residents of Kirkuk return north. Kurdish officials want

Kirkuk delaying provincial laws, MP says

Kirkuk to incorporate into Iragi Kurdistan while Sunni and Shiite Arabs, as well
as members of the Turkomen ethnic group, oppose the measure.

Meanwhite, Turkic lawmaker Fawzi Akram Tarzi of the Sadrist Movement,
the party loyal to Shiite cleric Mogtada Sadr, praised statements by Kurdish
Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzani welcoming all ethnic groups into the politi-
cal process in Kirkuk.

"The Turkomen received Barzanis statements with great optimism, and the
Turkomen leadership realized that the Kirkuk cause will not be solved without
understanding as well as to take into consideration the privacy of the city,” he
said.

United Press International

BAGHDAD, June 5, 2008 (UPl) - - The U.N. mission in Iraq Thurs-
day presented an analysis to the Iragi government concerning possible resolu-
tions to internal border disputes.

The U.N. Assistance Mission in Iraqg examined four districts in Iraq to develop
benchmarks for the Iragi government to reach broader national reconciliation
as part of the Iraqi Constitution. Article 140 of the Iragi Constitution seeks to
reverse ethnic policies implemented by Saddam Hussein.

UNAMI examined the city of Akre in Ninewa province. It is administered by
the provincial government of Dohuk because it lies between Kurdish and
Baghdad authority. UNAMI recommended freedom of movement between
both provinces and fair hiring practices for government and civil service posi-
tions.

In Hamdaniya, also in Ninewa, UNAMI suggested incorporating Arabic and
Christian members into official duties as a confidence-building measure to

UNAMI reports on Iraqi border disputes

settle displacement issues among those groups.

The city of Makhmour is administered by the provincial government of
Ninewa despite its location within the province of Erbil. UNAMI recommended
restoring Makhmour to Erbil.

The city of Mandali in Diyala province experienced widespread displacement
of Kurds and Turkomen during the Iran-Irag war. UNAMI recommends imple-
menting local processes to address reconstruction issues involving all mem-
bers of that city.

UNAMI said it started analysis on scenarios to settle the status of the province
of Kirkuk and intends to present those findings in the next few weeks.

"l want to stress that the government of Iraq alone has the sovereign responsi-
bility to decide on the process and methodology used to address disputed in-
ternal boundaries,” said the U.N. envoy to Iraq, Staffan de Mistura

United Press International |

MOSUL, Iraq, June 5, 2008 (UPl) -- The military strategy to de-

stroy al-Qaida in Mosul does not include tactics for the use of the Sunni para-
military force Sons of Irag, U.S. officials say.

The Sons of Iraq are a U.S.-financed paramilitary force typically charged with
policing roles in Iraq. It grew out of the Sunni Awakening movement in 2005
as a means to drive al-Qaida out of western Anbar province.

The Sons of Iraq operate best in communities where the sectarian conflict is
clearly defined between two opposing elements. Mosul, however, is a diverse
community of Arab, Kurdish, Christian and Turkomen and therefore not a
theater for the Sunni force, the official newspaper of the U.S. military, Stars

Sons of Iraq not effective in Mosul

and Stripes, said Thursday.

Lt. Col. Robert Molinari with the 3rd Armored Calvary Regiment said the of-
ficial training of Iragi national security forces makes it the more effective
fighting force for operations in Mosul.

Third Armored Calvary platoon commander 1st Lt. Peter Cacossa also noted
that the Iraqi armed forces are independent and highly trained units capable
of largely defining their own operations.

"The Iragi army has demonstrated an agility and freedom of movement,”
Molinari said, backing his counterpart's sentiments. "(Sons of Iraq) is an
armed, paid neighborhood watch. You can't move them around.”

United Press International

BAGHDAD, June 6 , 2008 (UP]) -- Iraqi Kurds said they are ready to
ship $18 million worth of oil a day, but political disputes have hampered ship-

ments.

The Kurds have signed deals with numerous foreign companies, but the bor-
dering countries of Turkey, Iran and Syria have refused to extend transit
rights for Kurdish oil, Assaman News Service reported Friday.

Irag's Oil Ministry has also retaliated against companies that sign deals with

Iraqi Kurd oil ready with no place to go

the Kurds, who control Irags Arbil, Sulaimaniya and Dahouk provinces and are
trying to gain control of the oit-rich city Kirkuk, Assaman reported.

The Kurds have said 150,000 barrels a day could be shipped. Recently, they
have sent signals to the central government in Baghdad that they would like
to resolve their differences.

But, Baghdad has insisted the oil profits from Kurdish provinces should go the
country's central bank, the report said.
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DIYARBAKIR (Turquie), 9 juin 2008 (AFP - Deux rebelles
séparatistes kurdes ont été tués lundi au cours d'affrontements avec les forces
de sécurité dans I'est de la Turquie, ont indiqué des sources de sécurité loca-
les.

Par ailleurs, un soldat a été tué lundi et quatre autres militaires blessés dans
I'explosion d’'une mine dans le sud-est de la Turquie, selon ces sources.

Dans une région montagneuse prés de la localité d'Ovacik, dans la province
de Tunceli, des combats entre un groupe de militants du Parti des travailleurs
du Kurdistan (PKK) et les forces de sécurité ont fait deux morts dans les rangs
du PKK, a-t-on précisé de mémes sources.

De violents combats étaient encore en cours dans cette zone, a-t-on précisé.

DEUX REBELLES KURDES ET UN SOLDAT TUES EN TURQUIE

Dans un incident séparé dans la province de Hakkari (sud-est), dans une zone
proche de la frontiére avec I'lrak, des rebelles du PKK ont fait exploser par
télécommande une mine lors du passage d'un véhicule militaire, tuant I'un des
occupants et blessant quatre autres, selon les autorités locales.

L'armée turque a renforcé son action contre le PKK depuis décembre, procé-
dant & plusieurs raids aériens contre des bases rebelles situés dans le nord de
I'lrak. Elle a aussi effectué une incursion terrestre d'une semaine dans le Kur-
distan irakien ou Ankara affirme que plus de 2.000 rebelles kurdes ont trouve
refuge.

Le PKK, considéré comme une organisation terroriste par la Turquie, les
Etats-Unis et I'Union européenne, a entamé en 1984 une lutte pour obtenir ['in-
dépendance du sud-est anatolien qui a fait plus de 37.000 morts.

TURQUIE : L'ARMEE ETABLIT DES ZONES DE SECURITE

POUR COMBATTRE LE PKK

ANKARA, 9 juin 2008 (AFP) - L'armée turque a annoncé lundi avoir
établi six zones de sécurité temporaires du 12 juin au 12 septembre dans le
sud-est du pays dans le cadre de la lutte contre les rebelles séparatistes kur-
des du Parti des travailleurs du kurdistan (PKK, interdit).

Les coordonnées communiquées sur le site internet de I'état-major des ar-
mees correspondent a six zones non-urbaines et montagneuses des provinces
de Siirt, Sirnak et Hakkari, proches de la frontiére avec I'lrak, ainsi que de
celle de Van, riveraine de I'lran.

Depuis 2007, I'armée turque place réguligrement sous régime de sécurite
temporaire des zones proches de I'irak. Des points de contrdle sont établis
aux abords de ces zones et seuls les civils y résidant ou y travaillant peuvent y
accéder aprés une fouille minutieuse de leurs véhicules.

L'armée turque a mené plusieurs raids aériens depuis la mi-décembre et une
opération terrestre d'une semaine fin février contre les rebelles du PKK re-
tranchés dans le nord de I'lrak. Ceux-ci se servent de cette région comme
d'une base arriére pour leurs actions en Turquie.

ANKARA, 11 juin 2008 (AFP) - Le parlement turc a approuvé jeudi
une loi autorisant une chaine de télévision publique en langue kurde, une pro-
messe que le gouvernement avait faite a la communauté kurde de Turquie.

Le texte de loi, qui permet de lever les restrictions sur des émissions en lan-
gues étrangéres devra, pour entrer en vigueur, étre entérine par le président de
la République.

Le Premier ministre Recep Tayyip Erdogan avait affirmé au mois de mars
que la télévision nationale TRT ouvrirait une chaine spéciale pour des émis-
sions en kurde, en persan et en arabe dans le sud-est de la Turquie, frontalier
avec I'lran et I'lrak.

TRT avait lancé en 2004 un programme hebdomadaire de 30 minutes en lan-
gue kurde brisant ainsi un tabou dans un pays ou il y a encore 15 ans |'usage
du kurde en public était interdit.

LE PARLEMENT TURC APPROUVE LE PRINCIPE
D'UNE CHAINE TV EN KURDE

Le programme avait cependant été critiqué pour son manque de contenu et sa
qualité médiocre.

Les télévisions et radios privées ont également été autorisées a diffuser des
programmes en langue kurde.

Le gouvernement de M. Erdogan, qui cherche & priver les rebelles kurdes de
tout soutien populaire, se voit contraint de faire des gestes politiques et
économiques en direction de I'importante communauté kurde.

Le gouvernement a promis d'investir 15 milliards de dollars dans les infras-
tructures dans le sud-est du pays, la région la plus pauvre de Turquie.

Cette région est le théatre de violences depuis 1984 lorsque le Parti des tra-
vailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK) y a pris les armes contre le gouvernement d'An-
kara.

Le conflit a fait quelque 37.000 morts.

ANKARA, 12 juin 2008 (AFP} - Un soldat turc a &té tué jeudi dans

I'explosion d'une mine posée par des rebelles séparatistes kurdes dans le
sud-est anatolien, dans une zone toute proche de la frontiére irakienne, a rap-
porté I'agence de presse Anatolie.

Le militaire tué faisait partie d'une unité qui menait une opération de ratissage
dans une zone montagneuse de fa province de Hakkari, ol sont particuliére-
ment actifs les rebelles du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK).

UN SOLDAT TURC TUE DANS L'EXPLOSION D'UNE MINE

Le PKK a réguliérement recours a des mines commandées a distance dans
ses opérations contre les forces de sécurité.

Le PKK est considéré comme une organisation terroriste par la Turquie, les
Etats-Unis et I'Union européenne. Il méne depuis 1984 une insurrection pour
I'indépendance du sud-est anatolien, dont la population est majoritairement
kurde. Le conflit a fait plus de 37.000 morts selon les chiffres officiels.

ANKARA, 14 juin 2008 (AFP) ~~ Un rebelle kurde du Parti des tra-
vailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK) a été tué samedi dans le sud-est de la Turquie
lors de combats avec les forces de sécurité, a rapporté I'agence de presse
Anatolie.

L'accrochage a eu lieu dans une zone rurale de la province de Bingél alors que
'armée effectuait une opération de ratissage, a affirmé 'agence, indiquant que
le rebelle abattu était un responsable local du PKK.

Des opérations se poursuivaient pour intercepter quatre autres rebelles bles-

TURQUIE: UN REBELLE KURDE TUE DANS DES COMBATS AVEC L'ARMEE

sés, mais qui sont parvenus a prendre la fuite, selon Anatolie, qui ajoute que
les forces de sécurité ont découvert & proximité du lieu de I'affrontement une
cache du PKK contenant de nombreuses armes, munitions et provisions.

Le PKK est considéré comme une organisation terroriste par la Turquie, les
Etats-Unis et I'Union européenne. || méne depuis 1984 une insurrection pour
I'indépendance du sud-est anatolien, dont la population est majoritairement
kurde. Le conflit a fait plus de 37.000 morts selon les chiffres officiels.
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Herald sz Cribune June’ 2008

Maliki, on Iran visit,

seeks to lower tensions

By Andrew E. Kramer

BAGHDAD: Prime Minister Nuri
Kamal al-Maliki of Irag, seeking to
soothe Iranian opposition to a long-

term American military presence in his

country, assured officials during a
meeting in Tehran on Sunday that
American bases in Iraq would never be
used to attack Iran.

Maliki met Sunday with the Iranian
vice president, Parviz Davoudi, to offer
the assurances, Iranian news agencies
reported, according to Reuters.

Davoudi, in turn, said Iran was work-
ing to support stability in Iraq.

“Helping the establishment of secuti-
ty in Iraq has always been one of Iran’s
main policies,” he said, according to
IRNA, the main Iranian news agency.

Maliki met later Sunday with Presi-
dent Mahmoud Amadinejad for talks
on the proposed long-term security pact
with the United States, called a Status of
Forces Agreement.

Even as Maliki met with officials in
Tehran, the U.S. military issued a state-

ment saying that soldiers had captured

a senjor Iranian-backed Shiite militia
leader who had smuggled fighters in
and out of Iran for training. g

Maliki, the leader of a Shiite political
party that took refuge in Iran during the
rule of Saddam Hussein, has taken a less
adversarial position than the United
States on Iranian support for Shiite mi-
litias in Baghdad and southern Iraq.

Still, Maliki was expected to present
evidence of Iranian influence in Iraq,
the state newspaper, Al Sabah, reported
before he departed. It was unclear
whether Maliki, armed with this evi-
dence, would argue that diminished
Iranian support for the insurgency
could be rewarded with a diminished
long-term American military presence
in Iraq.

American soldiers raiding a house in
eastern Baghdad on Sunday captured a
"man they characterized as weapons

dealer and leader of an “assassination
squad” of Iranian-backed militants. In a
statement, the US. military said the
man, who was not identified, was an
arms dealer and trafficked militiamen in
and out of neighboring Iran for training.

The U.S. military regularly an-
nounces the detention of militia fight-
ers it says are operating with Iranian
support. The Iranian authorities deny
that they have a hand in the fighting.

In violence in Iraq on Sunday, a vehi<
cle driven by a suicide bomber blew up

near a patrol base in Kirkuk Province,
killing one U.S. soldier and wounding
18, according to a Reuters report that
quoted U.S. forces.

The attack came a day after a road-
side bomb killed a U.S. soldier in east-
ern Baghdad, the U.S. military said. An
additional 13 American soldiers were
wounded in the attack.

A mortar shell struck near the Amer-

-ican-controlled Green Zone in Baghdad

on Sunday, killing three people and
wounding another seven. .

Three roadside bombs targeting Iraqi
police patrols and a police recruiting
center in Baghdad killed 4 policemen

- and recruits and wounded 33 policemen

and bystanders, officials said.
In northern Iraq, gunmen opened
fire on a police patrol in Mosul, killing

" three policemen. Southeast of Baghdad,

gunmen killed five shepherds in a

field.
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Iran’s supreme leader says U.S.
is obstacle to Iraqi stability

By Nazila Fathi

TEHRAN: Iran’s supreme leader told
the visiting prime minister of Iraq on
Monday that US. forces were the
biggest obstacle to the nation’s stability.

- The statement by the Iranian leader,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, was the most
authoritative public word so far on
Tehran’s objections to long-term secu-
rity agreements under negotiation be-
tween the Bush administration and the
government of Prime Minister Nuri
Kamal al-Maliki. '

The U.S. military has been operating
in Iraq under a United Nations man-
date that has been renewed annually.
The pact expires on Dec. 31, 2008.

“The most fundamental problem of

Iraq is the presence of the foreign
forces,” Khamenei told Maliki, accord-
ing to excerpts of their meeting reported
by the Iranian Students News Agency.
“The Iraqi government, Parliament and
all the authorities who have been elect-
ed with public vote should take charge.”

Iran strongly opposes the U.S. mili-
tary presence in Iraq, which they con-
sider a major threat on their border.

Yet it was the US.-led effort that
overthrew their hated enemy, Saddam
Hussein, and brought about a coalition
government in Baghdad dominated by
Shiite political leaders, including Ma-
liki, with strong ties to Iran.

“When a foreign force gradually in-
creases its interference and domination
in all the affairs of Iraq, it becomes the

most important obstacle in develop-
ment and prosperity of the Iraqi
people,” the ayatollah said, without di-
rectly referring to the security agree-
ments under discussion in Baghdad.
The Iranian accounts of the meeting
between Khamenei and Maliki did not
give Maliki’s response. But he assured

. the Iranians on Sunday that his country

would not become “a platform for
harming the security of Iran and its
neighbors.”

Tensions between Tehran and Wash-
ington have escalated under the Bush
administration, which has accused the
Iranians of working on a nuclear
weapons program and of supplying
weapons to anti-American militants in
Iraq. Iran has denied the accusations.
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Iran kills two Kurdish PJAK separatists in clash
near Iraqi Kurdistan border

June 13, 2008 (AFP)

Piranshar, lranian Kurdistan, — Iranian border police killed two Kurdish PJAK
militants in fighting this week in the city of Piranshar near the border with northern
Iraqi Kurdistan region, the Mehr news agency reported on Friday.

"Two armed bandits from a group of six were killed in clashes in highland areas of
Piranshahr two days ago," provincial police spokesman Shahnam Rezaei was quoted
as saying, adding that another three were wounded.

He said the militants were planning "sabotage"” in Iran, without giving details on their

Last week, Rezaei said another 12 Iranian Kurdish PJAK rebels and four Iranian po-
lice were killed in clashes near Piranshahr, which is located in Iran's West Azerbaijan
province.

The Jomhouri Islami newspaper reported two weeks ago that four members of the
Iranian security forces were killed by mines laid in the area by Kurdish rebels from
the Party of Free Life of Kurdistan (PJAK).

There has been an apparent increase in fighting with Kurdish rebels on Iran's north-

identity.

"Our border patrols have confronted these bandits and terrorists and forced them to
flee to the other side of the border many times during this year,” he added.

TODAYS ZAMAN

western border areas with Iragi Kurdistan region and Turkey over the past few

weeks.

bers of PJAK are women.

Since 2004 the PJAK took up arms for self-rule in the country's mainly Kurdistan
province northwestern of Iran {Iranian Kurdistan, Eastern Kurdistan). Haif the mem-

June 13, 2008

E. BARIS ALTINTAS 1STANBUL

The adoption of a bill that allows full-time
state broadcasts in Kurdish has been
mostly welcomed by Kurdish activists and
intellectuals, but they say it is hardly enough
on its own.

In a session on Wednesday night Par-
liament adopted new legislation amending a
law on the state-owned Turkish Radio and
Television Corporation (TRT) network al-
lowing broadcasts in non-Turkish languages.
The bill was passed in a vote of 225 to 75.
The bill has been awaiting parliamentary
approval for the past three weeks. The new
legislation allows TRT to allocate one of its
channels for full-time broadcasting in Kurd-
ish. Turkey's laws on radio and television
broadcasting do not allow foreign language
broadcasts by private stations except for
accepted languages taught in state schools as
a second language, such as English. Many
say the move has symbolic importance in
that the state itself will be broadcasting full-
time in Kurdish. The European Union, which
Turkey aspires to join, has been expecting
the reform for a long time.

"It is a very positive step,” said Umit
Firat, a Kurdish intellectual who shared his
opinions with Today's Zaman. "Kurds until
today have made certain demands, including
television in Kurdish," he noted.

Firat said the move was indicative of the
state's interest in meeting the demands of its
people, who have felt neglected for some
time.

"This is one of the most pleasant pieces
of news I've heard in recent times," noted
law professor Nebahat Akkog, president of
the Diyarbakir-based Women's Consultation
and Solidarity Center (KAMER), which has
carried out numerous projects in the South-
east among Kurdish women.

"It was a demand KAMER has voiced
so many times," she told Today's Zaman. "It
will be a great tool to inform women about
their legal rights. The channel most certainly
has to have programs concentrating on
women's issues." She also stated that
KAMER' list of opinions and suggestions for
programs on women's issues would be com-
municated to TRT. "It will be very, very use-
ful," she said.

Sezgin Tannkulu, head of the Diyar-

bakir Bar Association, agreed that it is most
certainly welcome to see the state struggling
to do something to meet its people's ethnic
and cultural demands; however, he said, he
strongly believes that without allowing pri-
vate television owners to broadcast in Kurd-
ish, those demands cannot really be met.
Tannkulu also noted that he was deeply
skeptical that this first step could also be
interpreted as a first step to allowing private
networks to broadcast in Kurdish in the near
future.

The TRT plans to start its full Kurdish
broadcasts by October of this year.

TRT to face competition from satel-
lite channels

The TRT earlier had broadcasts limited
to a few hours a day in Kurdish, which were
largely ignored by the Kurdish population of
Turkey. These programs were usually unin-
teresting and old documentaries about nature
or history that lasted about an hour, immedi-
ately followed by a broadcast in another
language such as Bosnian or Azerbaijani.
TRT's one-hour Kurdish TV broadcasts did
not stand a chance next to the terrorist Kurd-
istan Workers' Party (PKK) station Med TV
and stations based in the Kurdish region of
northern Iraq.

In Tannkulu's opinion, the TRT law did
not need to be changed. "I don't understand
why they had to change the law. The hour
limitations of TRT's Kurdish broadcasts were
not set by law but by the bylaws of the insti-
tution itself. 1 think they couldn't make TRT
to do full-time broadcasts, and so the gov-
ernment passed the law to break the resis-
tance the TRT has shown," Tannkulu rea-
soned.

The new TRT administration has
planned a full-day television station with
entertainment programs and serials like
those on Turkish stations, and officials of the
pro-Kurdish Democratic  Society Party
(DTP) say if the new TRT station can effec-
tively meet regional viewers' demands, then
it might actually have a chance to be actu-
ally watched instead of dismissed outright as
an instrument of state propaganda.

Firat noted that drawing viewers is about
competition.  "Whoever  does  better
broadcasting, they will get more viewers."
He said some of the channels were too
ideological, which he admitted appealed to
some, but not to everyone. "Well, most

Kurds welcome Kurdish broadcast bill

to everyone. "Well, most people want to
learn from their televisions what's going on
in the world, to watch shows about women's
issues or the environment," he stated.

Tannkulu, however, stated that the al-
ternatives are too strong. "I do not think TRT
will be appealing to large audiences in the
region," he said.

Yet Firat noted that as long as TRT is
prudent in its broadcasting policies, it won't
have to face the perception of being a chan-
nel of state propaganda. "It should not be a
Kurdish version of the regular TRT," Frat
said. "It should be a Kurdish station directed
at Kurdish culture, not a translation.”

Challenges along the way

Firat said those planning the program-
ming appear to be targeting that. "They have
talked to me about working with them, too.
From what I've gathered, I can say that their
intentions are good. They are in search of
good ideas. But only time will tell if their
good intentions will be enough to make it
worthwhile," he stated.

He also said personnel challenges
awaited TRT. "It will be hard to find quali-
fied employees because although Kurdish is
not banned in Turkey, there is no education
in Kurdish," he said, adding that it was im-
possible for a language to develop just by
being spoken in daily life and that its use in
intellectual discourse and writing is crucial
to developing quality human resources well-
versed in that language.

Akkog said programs that target women
and that inform them of their constitutional
rights would help tremendously in improving
their situation.

The Republican People's Party (CHP),
which has challenged tens of government
sponsored amendments passed in Parliament,
also announced that it is backing the broad-
cast, leaving an angry Nationalist Movement
Party (MHP) on its own.

MHP leader Devlet Bahgeli earlier on
Tuesday said of Kurdish broadcasts, "This is
a gesture made to the terrorists of the PKK.”
He said the compromises made by the state
would not be limited to Kurdish-language
broadcasts and that soon Kurdish language
education and finally a new Kurdish state in
the Southeast would be established.
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members of the pro-Kurdish pre in parlia-
ment. Police brutality and mass arrests
during a May 1st demonstration in Istan-
bul have not helped hisimage.

Yet, for all his and the party’s failings,
recent opinion polls suggest that the Axe
retains a big lead over its rivals. “You may

criticise us for going slow on reforms, but

INTERNATIONAL
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the truth is that we made more changes
than Turkey was able to absorb,” says Ab-
durrahman Kurt, an AKP member from Di-
yarbakir. By giving pious Turks a political
voice, the Akp has also bolstered their faith
in democracy.

By overturning the headscarf law, says
Mazhar Bagli, a sociologist at Diyarbakir’s

Dicle university, the court is running the
risk that “radical groups will now seek
their rights through illegal means.” In
other words, the threat of radical Islam in
Turkey may have increased thanks to the
secularists’ attack on the Axp. B

U.S.-Iraqi ‘strategic alliance’ = Karl E. Meyer

Another bad deal for Baghdad

ith only perfunctory debate, the Bush

administration is pressuring a divided

Iragi government to approve a security

agreement that could haunt Washing-
ton’s relations with Baghdad for years to come.

The “strategic alliance” that President Bush is pro-
posing eerily resembles, in spirit and in letter, a failed
1930 treaty between Britain and Iraq that prompted a
nationalist eruption in Baghdad, a pro-Nazi military
coup and a pogrom that foreshadowed the elimina-
tion of Baghdad’s ancient Jewish community. -

The outline of the deal, which has not been made .
public, has been described by a high-level Iraqi in-
sider, Ali A. Allawi, a moderate Shiite who was a -

post-invasion finance minister.

Writing this month in The Independent of London, '

Allawi noted a disturbing parallel between the pro-
posed alliance between the United States and Iraq

and the earlier treaty that formally ended Iraq’s post-

World War I status as a British mandate.

“The treaty gave Britain military and economic

privileges in exchange for Britain’s promise to end
the mandate over the country,” Allawi wrote.

“The treaty was ratified by a docile Iraqi Parlia-.

ment but was bitterly resented by nationalists. Irag’s
dependency on Britain poisoned Iraqi politics for the

" next quarter-century. Riots, civil disturbances, up-

risings and coups were all features of Iraq’s political
‘landscape, prompted in no small measure by the bit-

The agreement, which Washing-
ton is pushing Baghdad to sign by
July 31, would replace the UN man-
date that now authorizes the American occupation.

Iraq would be freed from Security Council sanctions
and would benefit from continued American military
and economic aid. Iraq could also receive as much as
$50 billion in blocked assets, dating back to the first
gulf war, that are now held by the United States.

The 1930 treaty was followed by Iraqgi indepen-
dence and then more than a score of coups, counter-
coups, massacres and rebellions. Many Iragis objec-
ted to British collusion with the ruling Sunni elite,
and protested the use of British warplanes to sup
press tribal uprisings. :

The legal immunity given to British forces gener-
ated even more resentment, a history detailed by Elie
Kedourie, a British scholar born in Baghdad.

The nationalist uprising culminated in an Axis-
backed putsch in April 1941, when Iraqi colonels ex-
ploited these grievances to seize power bloodlessly.
Following the only pro-German coup in the wartime
Middle East, British forces rushed to Baghdad to oust
the leaders, who fled as Allied troops approached.

To preserve the fiction that Iraqg’s liberation was
indigenous, however, the British held back from

crossing the Tigris and entering
" downtown Baghdad. That May,
absent any occupying authority,

ter disputations over the treatirl with Britain.” The deal BuSh Propos€s v days of looting and rioting

~ Under the 1930 pact, Iraq had to consult Britain . broke out as the capital’s Jews
on security issues and allow it the use of Iraqi air- eerily resemble.s the 1930 were celebrating the festival of
ports, ports, railways and rivers. Two major mili- treaty with Britain that Shavuot, while the British troops
tary bases were leased to the British, who were em- . looked on. This pogrom, called
led to a pro-Nazi coup.  ‘the farhud, claimed hundreds of

powered to station their forces throughout Iraq.
British personnel were granted immunity from lo-
cal prosecution. :

Almost 80 years later, the Bush administration
seeks a startlingly similar arrangement. While not
formally a treaty (having been carefully crafted to
avoid the requirement of Senate ratification), the
wide-ranging pact that the United States proposes
nearly replicates the 1930 accord.

According to press reports based on leaks from the
Iraqi Parliament, the pact envisions giving the Amer-
icans rights to as many as 58 mili-
tary bases and control of Iraqi air-
space. It would grant immunity
from Iraqi laws to American mili-
tary personnel. And it would em-
power American officials to detain
suspected terrorists without the ap-
proval of Iraqi authorities.

‘lives and presaged the wholesale .
destruction after 1948 of the
largest and oldest Jewish community in the Arab
Middle East. : ,
After its 1930 treaty with Iraq, Britain proved un-
able to ensure order during the decade of nationalist
tumult that followed. Rarely has the proverb about
repeating history been more vividly signaled.

Karl E. Meyer, a former member of The New York
Times editorial board and the editor-at-large of World -
Policy Journal, is the co-author, with Shareen Blair
Brysac, of “Kingmakers: The Invention of the Modern
Middle East.”
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Western oil firms
head back to Iraq

Companies hone in
on no-bid deals
years after ouster

By Andrew E. Kramer

BAGHDAD: Thirty-six years after
losing their oil concession to nationali-
zation as Saddam Hussein rose to
power, four major Western oil compa-
nies are in the final stages of negoti-
ations this month on contracts that will
return them to Iraq.

The Iraqi Ministry of Oil is in talks
with Exxon Mobil, Shell, Total and BP —
the original partners in the Iraq Petro-
leum Company — along with Chevron
and a number of smaller oil companies.

The deals, expected to be an-
nounced on June 30, mark the first
commercial contracts by the major oil
companies since the U.S. invasion and
open a new and potentially highly lu-
. crative country for their operations.

Because the Iragi Parliament has not
yet passed an oil law laying.out condi-
tions and terms for competitive
tenders, the ministry is offering the
two-year contracts on a no-bid basis.
The ministry described the contracts
as a stop-gap measure to bring modern
know-how into the fields while the leg-
islation was pending.

While small by industry standards,
the deals hold great promise for the

companies. They come at a time when

. once-powerful, publicly owned West-
ern energy companies are finding it in-
creasingly difficult to gain access to
other oil producing nations.

“The bigger prize everybody is wait-
ing for is development of the giant new
fields,” Leila Benali, an authority at
Cambridge Energy Research Associates
on Middle East oil, said in a telephone
interview from the firm’s Paris office.

The contracts would be a “foothold”
in Iraq for companies striving for
longer-term deals, she said.

Senior officials from major compa-
nies, who spoke on a not-for-attribu-
tion basis, said in two interviews that
the companies were sensitive to the
criticism that they will appear to be
benefiting from the war.

But the officials said the contracts
were a continuation of charitable work
the companies had been conducting
here to assist the Oil Ministry. They

are, the officials said, extensions of
two-year-old memorandums of under-
standing under which the companies
provided pro bono advice and training
to the Iraqis.

That relationship with the ministry,
company officials and U.S. diplomats
said, was a reason the contracts were
not opened to competitive bidding.

In addition, as the deals are struc-
tured as service contracts — the compa-
nies will be paid for their work, rather
than offered a license to the oil deposits
— they do not require the passage of the
oil law, which is stalled in Parliament.

Still, that law, when it is passed,
would lay out procedures and condi-
tions for competitive bidding for Iraqi
oil contracts, inciuding the so-called
technical support agreements now be-
ing awarded on a no-bid basis:

Also, industry analysts said, the
deals are wider in scope than typical
oilfield service agreements of the type
that Halliburton and Schlumberger
perform routinely.

“These are not actually service con-
tracts,” Benali said. “They were de-
signed to circumvent the legislative
stalemate” and bring Western compa-
nies with experience rmanaging large
projects into Iraq before the passage of
the oil law.

While the contracts will be opened
for competitive bidding in two years,
they provide formal competitive ad-
vantages to the companies that will hold
them first on the no-bid basis. A clause
in the draft contracts would allow the
companies to match bids from compet-
ing companies and retain the work, ac-
cording to the Iraq country manager for
a major oil company who did not want
to be identified discussing the terms.

In another unusual aspect, the min-
istry has offered to pay in oil, rather than
money, an uiusval praciice for service
contracts but typical of the production
sharing agreements for undeveloped
projects envisioned in the oil law. ’

The companies’ role otherwise will
resemble advisory work. It will include
consultation with Iragi engineers out-
side of Irag, possible limited visits by
Western experts to the fields and as-
sisting the Iraqis in procuring oilfield
equipment in an exceptionally tight
market.

Assem Jihad, the spokesman for the
Oil Ministry, said it chose companies it
was comfortable working with based

on its experience under the charitable
memorandum of understanding agree-
ments. “The companies will use all the
new equipment and techniques the oil
fields need,” he said. “Because of that,
they got the priority.”

In all cases but one, the same com-
pany that had provided free advice and
training to the ministry for work on a

specific field was offered the technical -

support contract for that field.

The exception is the West Qurna
field. There, the Russian company
Lukoil, which claims it holds a Saddam
Hussein-era contract to the field, had
been providing free training to Iraqi en-
gineers under a memorandum of un-
derstanding. But a consortium of Chev-
ron and Total were offered the contract.
A spokesman for Lukoil, in a telephone
interview, declined to comment.

The intent of the new agreements is
to increase Iraqi oil exports by half a
million barrels a day by the end of the

year, about equivalent to the increase in’

production Saudi Arabia is expected to
announce at an oil summit this month.

David Fyfe, a Middle East analyst at
the International Energy Agency, the
organization in Paris that monitors oil
production for developed countries,
said the Western expertise may indeed
enable Iraq to raise production by that
amount, though over a slightly longer
time frame. .

The International Energy Agency has
estimated repair work on existing fields
could bring Irag’s output from the cur-
rent 2.5 million barrels a day to roughly 4

million barrels a day over several years.

After new fields are tapped, Iraq is
expected to plateau at about 6 million
barrels a day, Fyfe said.

In a twist of corporate history for
some of the world’s largest corpora-
tions, though the Oil Ministry and the
companies said the current contracts
were unrelated to the companies’ previ-
ous work in Iraq, all four companies
that had lost their concessions are now
back in the country.

The forerunners of Exxon Mobil,
Shell, Total and BP were equal partners
in the Iraq Petroleum Company consor-
tium that operated here from 1929 until
it was expropriated by the government
in1972.

53



Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

INTERNATIONAL

Herald sz Tribune Junels 2008

Turkish governing party
fights ‘anti-secular’ charge

The Associated Press

ANKARA: The governing party .of
Turkey, facing closure after the coun-
try’s highest court charged it with enga-
ging in anti-secular activity, on Monday
rejected accusations that it had steered
Turkey toward Islamic rule.

Abdurrahman Yalcinkaya, the top
prosecutor in Turkey, accused the gov-
erning AK Party of violating secular-
ism, which is protected by the Turkish
Constitution, and has asked that the
party be closed down.

_ Yalcinkaya also asked that President
Abdullah Gul, Prime Minister Recep
Tayyip Erdogan and about 70 other:
party officials be barred from politics

Terald ze: Tribunc June 20,2008

for five years. o '
It could take several months for the
court to reach a verdict. Analysts fear

. that a decision to disband the party,

which holds a majority in Parliament,

could throw the country into political .

and économic turmoil and could harm
the country’s relations with the Euro-
pean Union.

José Manuel Barroso, president of the

European Commission, has warned that
banning the AK Party would have a “ma-
jor impact” on Turkey’s ties with the EU.

In its defense, the party submitted
more than 400 pages to the Constitu-
tional Court on Monday, saying that
closing down the party would amount

cratic election.
#1t is not true that the party has be-
come the focal point of activities against

secularism,” the party said in its defense
arguments. The case “is a violation of
the right to free speech,” it said, and “a
violation of the right to free elections.”

The AK Party, which came to power
in 2002, won a new mandate in elec-
tions last year. “There is no evidence to
support the claim that the party poses a.
risk to democracy in the short or long
term,” it said.

The chief prosecutor referred to a re-
cent attempt by Parliament to abolish a
ban on head scarves in universities as
evidence that the party had become a
“focal point of anti-secular activity.”

The Constitutional Court struck
down the amendment, saying that it vi-
olated secularism, and upheld the ban,

The decision was a major defeat for
Erdogan, whose government is locked
in a power struggle with secular groups
supported by the military and other

to overturning the results of a demo-.

state institutions. .

H. D. S. Greenway

Turkey’s
~crumbling dream

e was born just before the last
great crumbling of the Ottoman
Empire in an Ottoman province
that is now Greece. He came to
fame as an inspired military leader who
out-maneuvered and out-fought the
French, the British, and their dominion
armies from Australia and New Zealand,
who were clinging to the beaches of the
Dardanelles in their ill-fated attempt to
knock Turkey out of the first World War.
And when the empire was gone, and the
allies tried to carve up Turkey itself with
the 1920 treaty of Sevres, Mustafa Kemal
rallied his demoralized countrymen,
pushed out the invad- :
ing Greeks, and faced
down the British and
French to secure the
boundaries of Turkey
as they stand today.
Having prevailed
over the West, Kemal
then set about on one
of the most absolute
social  transforma-
tions of a country in
history in order to be
like the West. The ancient, flowing script
was abandoned in favor of a Latinized al-
phabet — cutting Turks off from centuries
of eastern literature. He lifted what he con-
sidered the dead hand of Islam from the
body politic. Turkey would become a Euro-
pean-style, secular state with laws and reg-
ulations drawn from various European le-
gal systems and constitutions. He would

henceforth be known as Ataturk, the father
of all Turks.

This was not done by referendum. Tradi-
tionalists resisted. But it was done almost
overnight, leapfrogging the centuries that

Europe had spent settling the bajance be- -

tween what was to be relegated to Caesar
and what was God’s. .

Kemalism, as it came to be known, be-
came the official doctrine, and over the
years if anyone tried to stray, the army was
there to protect Ataturk’s ideals. Religion
was to be allowed, but it was to be personal,
as in Europe, and not interfere with the
state.

Over the years, Ataturk’s heirs have be-
come rigid and unwilling to compromise.
Even though Turkey has a working democ-
racy, the Kamalist establishment has not
entirely trusted democracy, and the army
always stood ready as the guardian of the
state to turf out any government it feels is
straying too far from the path that Ataturk
blazed.

Stephen Kinzer, in his book “Crescent
and Star, Turkey Between Two Worlds,”
wrote that if “isiklal” (freedom) was his fa-
vorite Turkish word, “devlet” was his least
favorite. Devlet means state in the diction-

ary, but it goes far beyond that. Itis an “om-

nipotent entity that stands above every cit-
izen and every institution,” Kinzer wrote.

“It is a self-perpetuating elite — the gen-

erals, police chiefs, prosecutors, judges,

- political bosses, and press barons who de-

cide what devlet demands. . . . This elite has

written many laws to help it do what it per-
ceives as its duty, and when necessary it
acts outside the law.”

Today, democracy in Turkey is imperiled
by devlet. Recently, the constitutional court
struck down the Turkish Parliament’s de-
cision to allow girls to wear head scarves in
state universities. Parliament is controlled

by an Islamic-leaning

government, under

Recep Tayyip Er-

dogan, who is com-

mitted to maintaining

a secular state. Ironic-

ally, his government is

more democratic than

the devlet will allow.

Partly because of head

scarves, there is an-

other case before the

K courts that would shut

down his political party, and ban its leaders

from politics for endangering Kemalist
principles.

No issue alarms the traditionalist Kemal-
ists as does the head scarf. As in France, it
seems to hit at the very heart of what the
secular state is all about. If devlet decides it
cannot bear head scarves, so be it. The U.S.
Supreme Court is not adverse to overturn-
ing the will of Congress when it deems nec-
essary.

But that being said, if a moderate reli-
gious party that has been democratically
elected is forcibly disbanded, if there is no
recourse to the ballot box, then what hope
is there for moderate Islam? To ban Er-
dogan and his party would be to force dis-
sent away from political discourse and into
the mosque, as is the case in less democrat-
ic Muslim countries.

Erdogan has presided over a reformist
government bent on joining the European
Union, which would have been Ataturk’s
desire. If Erdogan and his party are banned
it would be devlet at its very worst, and,
ironically, the end of Ataturk's European
dream.
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Révélations sur la filiere nucléaire
secrete nord-coréenne en Syrie

Fauguite LAIEA inspectera du 22 au 24 juin le site syrien d’Al-Kibar,
détruit par Israél en 2007

VIENNE
ENVOYEE SPECIALE
ue se tramait-il & Al-Kibar ? Détruit
(2 le 6 septembre 2007 par un raid de
“%.Paviation israélienne, ce site au
milicu du désert, dans lest de la Syrie,
doit étre pour la premiére fois visité, du
22 au 24 juin, par des inspecteurs de
P’Agence internationale de Pénergie ato-

mique (AIEA). Ayant la forme d’un bag-
ment cubique de 21 métres de haut, il
abritait, selon une présentation faite le
24 avril par les agences de renseigne-
ment américaines, un réacteur nucléaire
clandestin construit selon le modéle du
réacteur nord-coréen de Yongbyon.

D’aprés nos informations, AIEA
détient des données, provenant de plu-
sieurs sources non américaines, qui
appuient cette analyse.

Certaines de ces informations sont
des photographies satellite fournies par
différents pays. D’autres sont tirées des
investigations que PAIEA a effectuées
par lc passé sur les activités nucléaires
de la Corée du Nord. D’autres encore
viennent des recherches menées par
PAIEA sur les réseaux clandestins d’ac-
quisition d’équipements nucléaires dans
le monde.

Aprés la Libye et 'Iran, la Syrie, dont
le président Bachar Al-Assad est invité &
Paris en juillet, est le troisicme cas de pro-
lifération au Proche et au Moyen-Orient.

Le dossier Al-Kibar - qui s’annon-
ce comme P'une des grandes énig-
mes nucléaires de ces derniéres

années — survient 3 un moment -

particuliérement délicat dans les
enjeux diplomatiques au Proche-

CHRONOLOGIE R

6 septembre 2007. L aviation
israélienne bombarde le site
d’Al-Kibar dans 'est de la Syrie.
Début octobre. Les Syriens
rasent au bulldozer ce quireste
du site, aprés en avoir retiré des
éléments.
24 avril 2008. Les agences de
renseignement américaines
affirment, photographies et dia-
grammes al'appui, que la Corée
du Nord a aidé la Syrie 3 se
doter d'un réacteur nucléaire
« & des fins non pacifiques ».

. 2juin. L'AIEA annonce I'envoi
d'inspecteurs en Syrie, du 22
au 24 juin.

Orient. La Syrie est engagée dans
des pourparlers indirects avec
Isra€l. Son président, Bachar
Al-Assad, a récemment envoyé des
signaux aux Occidentaux suggé-
rantqu’il cherche a rompre soniso-
lement international.

Le cas syrien a une particulari-
té : alors que la Libye et P'Iran
s’étaient adressés, pour leurs four-
nitures secrétes en technologie
nucléaire, au réseau clandestin du
Pakistanais Abdul Qadeer (A.Q.)
Khan (le « pére » delabombe ato-
mique pakistanaise), c’est a la
Corée du Nord que la Syrie a fait
appel pour se doter clandestine-
ment de ses équipements. L’enqué-
te de PAIEA sur la Syrie pose ainsi

- la question de lexistence d’un

« marché noir » nord-coréen du
nucléaire. Le périmétre exactde la
coopération nord-coréenne avec
la Syrie et la possibilité que
d’autres pays aient pu bénéficier

_de ce genre d’assistance fournie

par Pyongyang sont au centre des
inquiétudes.

Deux questions centrales vont
occuper les inspecteurs de PATEA :
d’ott le combustble pour le réac-
teur d’Al-Kibar était-il censé
venir ? Ety a-t-il en Syrie une ins-
tallation secréte de retraitement
du combustible usé ? Le retraite-
ment est une technologie qui per-

. met de produire du plutonium uti-

hisable dans la fabrication d’une
arme nucléaire, C’est par cette
méthode que les Nord-Coréens se
sont dotés de larme atomique
qu’ils ont testée en 2006.
L’enquéte sera d’autant plus
compliquée que les puissantes

‘bombes israéliennes qui se sont

abattues sur le site d’Al-Kibar ont
laissé une montagne de débris que
les Syriens ont, par la suite, partiel-
lement évacués. Un nouveau biti-
ment a été construit a cet endroit,
rendant difficile tout travail d’exca-
vation. L’AIEA pourrait, dans un
premier temps, prélever des échan-
tillons dans le sol, 4 la recherche de
traces de graphite semblable a
celui utilisé dans le réacteur de
Yongbyon.

Les liens entre la Syrie et la
Corée du Nord sont intenses
depuis des années. Le régime nord-
coréen a joué un role central dans
P'acquisition par la Syrie de missi-

les balistiques. Or les méandres du

trafic du nucléaire suivent souvent
ceux de la prolifération en matiére
balistique, observent des experts.
Une photographie diffusée par
la CIA en avril montre le chef de

' I’Agence syrienne de 'énergie ato-

mique, Ibrahim Othman, aux
cotés d’un des responsables du .
programme nucléaire nord-
coréen, Chon Chibu. Le cliché
aurait été pris en Syrie. Selon nos
informations, Chon Chibu — avec
lequel PAIEA a été en contact dans
les années 1990 — a subitement dis-
paru de Corée du Nord a cette épo-
que. L'une des hypothéses rete-
nues aujourd’hui est qu’il a pu tra-
vailler en Syrie, aux c6tés d’autres
ingénieurs nucléaires et techni-
ciens nord-coréens.

La construction d’Al-Kibar, sur
les rives de I’Euphrate, a commen-
cé vers 2001. Elle semble avoir été
décidée par Hafez Al-Assad, le
pere et prédécesseur de

bl A e

Pactuel président Les révélations
syrien. Pour tenter de se h :
doter ~ d'une filiere SUFAMKibar

‘s .~ placent la Syrie
nucléaire, la  Syrie S
$était adressée, dans violation de

> ses obligations au

les années 1990, a des regard du traité de

vt on Chine. Cesfen. 0N prolféation
X quelle a ratifié

tatives n’ont pas abouti.

De laveu méme de " 1969
Damas, le Pakistanais
A.Q. Khans’estrendu en Syrieala
méme époque, mais Poffre qu’il
formula fut rejetée.

Clest par la suite seulement que
la Syrie s’est tournée vers la Corée
du Nord. Les motivations de cette
derniére auraient été de deux
ordres : d’'une part I'attrait du gain
financierlié a la vente d’un réacteur
nucléaire ; d’autre part, la perspec-
tive d’accroitre sa marge de
manceuvre au moment ou accord
de 1994 passé avec les Etats-Unis -
danslequel Pyongyang renongaita
son programme nucléaire militaire
en échange d’aides — semblait
vaciller. .

Alors qu’lsraél a observé un

- grand silence sur les circonstances

et les raisons de la frappe aérienne
de septembre 2007, 1a Syrie a varié

_ dans ses déclarations au fil du

temps. Elle a d’abord affirmé que
des avions israéliens avaient Jiché,
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au-dessus du désert, des munitions
qui avaient explosé. Puis reconnu
- qu’Al-Kibar avait bel et
bien été bombardé, mais
qu’il ne s’agissait que
d’une simple installa-
tion militaire. Fin avril,
elle qualifiait de « ridicu-
les » les données présen-
tées par le renseigne-

ment américain.
Mais lors de la réu-
nion du Conseil des gou-
verneurs de PAIEA a
Vienne, début juin, le représentant
syrien, Ibrahim Othman, s’est gar-
dé de dire qu’Al-Kibar n’était pas
un site nucléaire. Cette omission a
beaucoup attiré Pattention des
diplomates occidentaux et des
experts de I’Agence, qui pensent
que Damas se ménage une posi-
ton de repli au cas ot de nouveaux
indices de travaux nucléaires

seraient découverts.

M. Othman a dit espérer que
PAIEA travaillerait « sans préju-
gés », assurant qu’il n’y aurait pas
d’entraves a sa mission. Toutefois,
selon des diplomates, PAIEA n’a

pas été autorisée a se rendre sur -

trois autres sites, en Syrie, qui

éveillent des soupgons. Al-Kibar a
été soigneusement dissimulé par
la Syrie pendant des années. Une
partie importante de I'imstallation
était souterraine. Un toit et des
murs de camouflage avaient été
dressés, lui conférant un aspect

- cubique qui Je banalisait. Les révé-

lations sur Al-Kibar placent la
Syrie en violation de ses obliga-
tions au regard du traité de non-
prolifération nucléaire (TNP)
quelle a ratifié en 1969, et des tex-
tes qui S’y rattachent : tout début
de construction d’un site nucléaire
civil doit en effet étre déclaré a
PAIEA. )
L’AIEA est elle-méme placée
dans une position délicate car P'af-
faire Al-Kibar peut étre pergue
comme une nouvelle illustration
— apreés les cas libyen et iranien ~
d’une incapacité de ’Agence a

détecter a teinps des programmes

nucléaires clandestins dans le
monde. Signe des tensions que ce
dossier suscite, le directeur de
PAIEA, Mohamed ElBaiadei, a
vivement protesté contre le bom-
bardement israélien et contre la
lenteur de la transmission de cer-
tains renseignements & ’Agence.
Il a aussi déclaré, mardi 17 juin,
que la Syrie n’avait pas « les res-
sources humaines qui lui permet-
traient de mener un programme
nucléaire d’envergure ». &
NATALIE NOUGAYREDE

Nicolas Sarkozy devra répondre aux impatiences
de sa majorité tout en ménageant Ankara

SeNionde

Jeudi 19 juin 2008

La Turquie, casse-tete de
la présidence francaise

européenne {(UE) menace d’empoi-

sonner P’été de Nicolas Sarkozy, qui
doit concilier les pressions anti-turques de
sa majorité avec la nécessité de ménager
Ankara dans une période trés sensible.

La tenue obligatoire d’un référendum
en cas d’adhésion de ce pays a 'UE devient
une pierre d’achoppement de la révision
constitutionnelle francaise, censée étre
bouclée en juillet. En présidant 'UE, le
chef de ’Etat devra gérer les conséquences
d’une éventuelle interdiction de PAKP au
‘pouvoir par la Cour constitutionnelle tur-
que, en raison de sa volonté supposée d’is-
lamiser le pays.

Mardi 17 juin, les sénateurs francais ont
unanimement critiqué la disposition adop-

L acandidature de la Turquie a1’Union

tée a PAssemblée nationale rendantobliga-

toire un référendum sur I'adhésion a 'UE
des pays dont la population représenterait
plus de 5 % de celle de I'Umion. Cette for-
niulation, a souligné le président (UMP)
de la commission des affaires étrangéres,

Josselin de Rohan, « réserve un traitement
particulier & la Turquie sans toutefois la
nommer ». L'objectif des députés était de
réserver ila seule Turquie la réforme adop-
tée en 2005 sous Jacques Chirac, qui ren-
dait obligatoire un référendum pour toute
nouvelle adhésion. « Inscrire dans la
Constitution une disposition allant directe-
ment d lencontre d’un pays ami et allié, c’est
a Pévidence porter un grave préjudice aux

relations avec ce pays », a défendu le séna- .

teur du Morbihan,lajugeant « discrimina-
toire ». En commission, un amendement

laissant au président de la République la_

liberté de choisir le référendum ou la ratifi-
cation parlementaire, a été accepté a 'una-
nimité des groupes du Sénat.

M. de Rohan a jugé la disposition de
I’Assemiblée « inutile » : le projet constitu-
tionnel perinet d’exiger un référendun 4
Pinitiative d’un cinquiéme des parlemen-
taires soutenue par une pétition citoyenne
(un dixiéme du corps électoral). L’Elysée
et Matignon misent sur cet argument pour

convaincre les députés de la majorité qui
conditionnent leur vote sur la réforme ins-
titutionnelle & P'adoption d’un dispositif
particulier sur la Turquie.

M. Sarkozy doit faire reculer les dépu-
tés, alors qu’il avait lui-méme
encouragé leur initiative. Il ne
veut pas, quoi qu’il arrive, que la
réforme capote sur la question
turque. Devant les sénateurs, le
premier niinistre Francois
Fillon a glissé un caillou dans la
chaussure de M. Sarkozy. Rele-
vant que la disposition adoptée

aPAssemblée « rejoint Lorienta-
tion profonde » du président de
la République, il S’en est démar-
qué : « Faut-il pour autant ins-
crire cet engagement dans notre texte consti-
tutionnel ? »,s’est-il interrogé. « Beaucoup
d’entrevous ne partagent pas cet avis,a pour-
suivi M. Fillon, s’adressant aux sénateurs.
Mon sentiment se rapproche du vétre. »

Le débat francais affecte les relations

avec Ankara, alors que le premier ministre *
turc Recep Tayyip Erdogan n’a pas confir-
mé sa présence & Paris le 13 juillet pour le
lancement de 'Union pour la Méditerra-
née, longtenips pergue en Turquie comme

srmme—ne tentative de saboter son

En Europe, tout

adhésion a I'UE. M. Sarkozy a
promis d’étre le « porte-parole

iﬁ II:S:erssli“ée rien loyal et f‘rr'zpartial » fles 27 lors
était. de sa présidence de 'UE. .

Les Vingt-Sept En Eur.ope, tout st’:,po.ursmt
ont ouvert. mardi, comme si de rien n’était. Les
deux nouv;eaux ’ Vingt-sept ont ouvert, mardi
chapitres 17 juin, fleu)g nouveaux chapi-
de négotiation tres de négociation avec Ankara
avec Ankara (droit des sociétés et propriété

intellectuelle), ce qui porte a
huit sur 35 les chapitres en dis-
cussion. Paris s’est engagé a en ouvrir
deux & wois supplémentaire au second
semestre.

Mais chacun scrute la Cour constitution-
nelle turque, susceptible d’interdire 'AKP,
apres des plaidoiries en juillet. Cette déci-
sion jugée probable pourrait interdire
d’exercice un gouvernement déniocrati-
quement élu et s’apparenterait a un
« putsch judiciaire », inconupatible avec
les critéres démocratiques européens. Le
coniniissaire & P'élargissement Olli Reln

+ préconise un « gel » informel et temporai- .

re des pourparlers, pour marquer le coup,
mais pas une suspension des négocia-
tions. Une telle initiative « risquerait de
donner des munitions aux adversaires du
rapprochement avec UEurope » au sein du
canp laic turc, indigue la Comnmission.

La France ne veut méme pas de coup de
semonce : le Quai d’Orsay considére
qu’une interdiction de PAKP « ne devra
pas interférer » avec les négociations. Pour
I'Elysée, il s’agit d’'une « affaire intérieu-
re ». « Si Erdogan nous demandait de faire
un petit geste, on Uétudierait. On est la pour
aider la démocratie turque 4 passer ce cap
redoutable »,indique-t-on. &

ARNAUD LEPARMENTIER, PHILIPPE RICARD
(ABRUXELLES) ET PATRICK ROGER
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B(ICR No. 262, 19-Jun-2008)

UN Proposal Provokes Iraqi Anger

Kurds, Turkomans and Arabs criticise recommendations on how to resolve territorial
disputes in north.

By Zaineb Najiin Baghdad

RIVAL political factions have slammed a United Nations proposal to settle
disputes over control of a number of areas in the north of the country, arguing
the recommendations are more likely to deepen their disagreements than re-
solve them.

Sunni and Shia Arab, Turkoman and Kurdish representatives have cited a va-
riety of reasons for their opposition to the UN Assistance Mission for Iraq,
UNAMIL, plan, which was presented to the Iragi government by the Secretary-
General’'s Special Representative for Iraq, Staffan de Mistura on June 5.

Kurds say the proposal goes against article 140 of the constitution, under which
the status of disputed areas in Iraq should be decided by referendum; Turko-
mans complain it is biased towards the Kurds; and Turkomans and Arabs
warn it could mark the beginning of the partition of Iraq.

The UNAMI proposal suggests that the Kurdistan Regional Government, KRG,
and central government split control of four contested northern areas — across
the governorates of Nineweh, Diyala and Erbil.

it is the first of three proposals on how to resolve the status of irag’s disputed
regions which the mission expects to issue in the coming weeks.

The initial proposal suggests that the KRG be given two areas it essentially
controls already — Akre in Ninewa, and Makhmour, which lies between
Nineweh and Erbil provinces. It also advises that central government continue
to administer Mandali district in Diyala, and Hamdaniya in Ninewa province.
UNAMI has been tasked by the Security Council to advise and support the
government on resolving control of disputed territories. But the suggestions
only appear to have exacerbated tensions.

Politicians are concerned that the UN agency will issue similarly unacceptable
recommendations in relation to settling the status of oil-rich Kirkuk - irag's
most hotly contested province, where Kurds, Turkomans and Arabs vie for
power — which will be addressed in the third proposal.

Many of Irag's disputed areas are in the north, where, under Saddam’s so-
called Arabisation policy, thousands of Kurds, Turkomans and Assyrians were
uprooted and replaced with Arabs.

Many observers believe that resolving control of these contested regions —
particularly Kirkuk —is key to the country’s long-term stability. The province of
Kirkuk is referred to as "Little Iraq” because it is home to nearly all of the coun-
try’s ethnic and religious groups. The region is now sometimes referred to as
a "powder keg” because many fear the battle for control over it could become
explosive.

The most fervent opposition to the first UNAMI proposal came from Kurdish
leaders, who have criticised the mission for skirting Iraq’s constitution that
provides for a referendum to settle the status of disputed territories — a process
the Kurds are keen on.

A plebiscite was set to take place in Kirkuk at the end of 2007, but was delayed
for six months and is expected to be delayed again.

Arab and Turkoman leaders instead advocate a power-sharing agreement in
Kirkuk — a position also backed by many international analysts, who see it as
the most realistic solution to the dispute.

According to the KRG website, a senior official, Mohammed (hsan, met
UNAMI's team in Iraq on June 16, telling them their proposal was unaccept-
able.

“The [UNAMI] proposal is superficial,” said Abdul-Khaliq Zangana, a member
of the Iragi parliament on the Kurdish list. “It has the potential to deepen
conflicts in many of the disputed areas, especially Kirkuk.”

He also criticised it for failing to acknowledge the history of ethnic cleansing
and demographic changes which have caused the territories to be disputed
now.

Turkomans and Arabs in the north, meanwhile, are angry that UNAMI took into
account the results of 2005 provincial polls, which were held throughout the
country and boycotted by Sunni Arabs, when drafting its proposal.

Kurds won the elections throughout the north and now dominate Kirkuk's pro-
vincial council. At the time of the elections, the Turkoman minority accused
Kurdish leaders of increasing their support by drafting in Kurdish voters from
outside the province.

Turkomans and Arabs in the north resent the KRG's growing influence in
Kirkuk and Nineweh since Saddam was ousted in 2003.

“Turkomans are rejecting the UN proposal because it has been influenced by
the Kurdish factions,” said Hassan Weli, a leader of the Turkoman Front.

He said they are also opposed to external actors resolving internal crises,
“Turkomans are trying to unite Iraq and believe that it is in the interests of Iraq
and Iragis to solve their problems by themselves rather than resorting to out-
side parties, even if that party is the United Nations.”

According to a June 15 article on the Turkoman Times website, the Turkoman
Nationalist League’s response to the UNAMI report was to recommend that
the mission consider the Kurdistan capital of Erbil a disputed area because
Saddam'’s regime declared it part of the Kurdish region in 1970.

UNAMI has stressed that the Iraqi government will ultimately decide how to
resolve the disputed areas issue.

Andrew Gilmour, political director for UNAMI, acknowledged that most of
Iraq’s political factions were unhappy with the mission’s proposal - although
he said this wasn't surprising.

“We were not expecting any party to welcome the proposals. No party was
getting 100 per cent of their [demands),” he added, noting that “compromises
are never agreeable to hard-liners in any party”.

He said the mission will make “minor adjustments” in future proposals based
on the responses from politicians, but gave no further details on what these
might be. Gilmour did say, though, that senior officials from a number of par-
ties said they support UNAMI's efforts as a whole and want to resolve the dis-
putes.

Qassim Daud, chairman of the Al-Tadhamun bloc in Shia-led United Iragi Alli-
ance, said UNAMI remains a credible agency, despite the widespread rejec-
tion of its proposal.

“Just because Iragi parties have different views about UNAMI, this won't un-
dermine the agency’s role in Iraq,” he said.

Zaineb Naji is an IWPR-trained journalist in Baghdad. Middle East editor Tiare
Rath contributed to this report.

United Press International
e .

BAGHDAD, June 21, 2008 (UPI) -

The Iraqi High Tribunal is prepared to hear a case concerning atrocities
committed against Fayli Kurds under Saddam Hussein, officials said.

Fayli Kurds settled the border regions between modern-day Iran and Iraq dur-
ing the Mesopotamian era in what are today the llam and Kirmanshah prov-
inces of Iran and the Diyala province in Iraq.

Thousands of Faylis settled in Baghdad, and their numbers reached about 1
miltion before Saddam Hussein launched ethnic cleansing campaigns against
the ethnic minority in the 1970s and 1980s.

European officials and representatives from the Kurdistan Regional Govern-
ment brought several Faylis to Iraq to serve as witnesses as their cases are
prepared for delivery before the iraqi High Tribunal, the Kurdish Globe re-
ported.

Many of the witnesses said they were the victims of the chemical thallium, a

Kurdish minority prepares genocide case

nerve agent, forced displacements and disappearances.

Approximately 10,000 Faylis were detained under Saddam and hundreds of
families were deported to Iran.

"The Faylis were living in Iraq for hundreds of years," said Mihabad Qaradaghi,
a Kurdish official. "In the 1970s, the Kurdish (political) movement was active
inside Baghdad due to the large Fayli population there. Authorities at that
time planned to cleanse them to remove their influence and to benefit finan-
cially by confiscating their property.”

Qaradaghi said several of the Fayli witnesses face obstacles to regain their
Iraqi citizenship. The Kurdistan Regional Government offered to provide Fay-
lis with identity cards, but the issue largely rests with Baghdad, she said.

The Iragi High Tribunal is to consider whether the crimes committed against
the Faylis amount to genocide.
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Herald sz Tribune

An Israeli dry run

INTERNATIONAL

June 21-22, 2008

for raid against Iran?

Maneuvers seen
as reflecting worry
about nuclear plant

By Michael R. Gordon
and Eric Schmitt

WASHINGTON: Israel carried out a
major military exercise earlier this
‘month that American officials say ap-
peared to be a rehearsal for a potential
bombing attack on Iran’s nuclear facil-
ities,

Several U.S. officials said the Israeli
exercise appeared to be an effort to de-
velop the military’s capacity to carry
out long-range strikes and to demon-
strate the seriousness with which Israel
views Iran’s nuclear program.

More than 100 Israeli F-16 and F-15
fighters participated in the maneuvers,
carried out over the eastern Mediter-
ranean and over Greece during the
first week of June, U.S. officials said.

The exercise also included Israeli
helicopters that could be used to rescue
downed pilots. The helicopters and re-
fueling tankers flew more than 1,400
kilometers, or 900 miles, about the

same distance as between Israel and

the uranium enrichment plant at
Natanz in Iran, U.S. officials said.
Israeli officials declined to discuss
- the details of the exercise. A spokes-
man for the Israeli military would say
only that the country’s air force “regu-
larly trains for various missions in or-
der to confront and meet the chal-
lenges posed by the threats facing
Israel.”

But the scope of the Israeli exercise
virtually guaranteed that it would be
noticed by U.S. and other foreign intel-
ligence agencies. A senior Pentagon of-
ficial who had been briefed on the exer-
cise and who spoke on condition of
anonymity because of the political del-
icacy of the matter, said the exercise ap-
peared to serve multiple purposes.

One Israeli goal, the Pentagon offi-

cial said, was to practice flight tactics,

aerial refueling and all other details of

a possible strike against Iran’s nuclear

installations and its long-range con-
- ventional missiles.

A second, the official said, was to
send a clear message to the United
States and other countries that Israel
was prepared to act militarily if diplo-
matic efforts to stop Iran from produ-
cing bomb-grade uranium continued to
falter. )

“They wanted us to know, they

wanted the Europeans to know, and
they wanted the Iranians to know,” the
Pentagon official said. “There’s a lot of
signaling going on at different levels.”

Several U.S. officials said they did
not believe that the Israeli government
had concluded that it must attack Iran
and did not think that such a strike was
imminent.

Shaul Mofaz, a former Israeli defense
minister who is now a deputy prime
minister, warned in a recent interview
with the Israeli newspaper Yediot
Aharonot that Israel might have no
choice but to attack.

“If Iran continues with its program
for developing nuclear weapons, we
will attack,” Mofaz said in the inter-
view published June 6, the day after the
unpublicized exercise ended. “Attack-
ing Iran, in order to stop its nuclear
plans, will be unavoidable.” .

" But Mofaz was criticized by other Is
raeli politicians as seeking to enhance

_his own standing while questions in-

tensified about whether the embattled
Israeli prime minister, Ehud Olmert,
could hang on to power.

Israeli officials have told their U.S.
counterparts that Mofaz’s statement
does not represent official policy. But
U.S. officials were also told that Israel
had prepared plans for striking nuclear
targets in Iran and could carry them
out if needed.

Iran has shown signs that it is taking
the Israeli warnings seriously, by
strengthening its air defenses in recent
weeks, including increased air patrols.
In one instance, Iran scrambled F-4 jets
to double-check on an Iragi civilian
flight from Baghdad to Tehran.

“They are clearly nervous about this

- and have their air defense on guard,” an

official in the administration of Presi-
dent George W. Bush said of the Irani-
ans.

Any Israeli attack against Iran’s nu-
clear facilities would confront a num-

ber of challenges. Many American ex-.

perts say they believe that such an

attack could delay but not eliminate

Iran’s nuclear program.

Much of the program’s infrastructure
is buried under earth and concrete and
installed in long tunnels or hallways,
making precise targeting difficult.
There is also concern that not all of the
facilities have been detected. To inflict
maximum damage, multiple attacks
might be necessary, which many ana-
lysts say is beyond Israel’s ability.

But waiting also entails risks for the
Israelis. Israeli officials have repeatedly
expressed fears that Iran will soon mas-
ter the technology it needs to produce
substantial quantities of highly en-

riched uranium for nuclear weapons.

Iran is also taking steps to defend its
nuclear facilities better. Two sets of ad-
vanced Russian-made radar systems
were recently delivered to Iran. The
radar will enhance Iran’s ability to de-
tect planes flying at low altitudes.

Mike McConnell, the U.S. director of
national intelligence, said in February
that Iran was close to acquiring Rus-
sian-produced SA-20 surface-to-air
missiles. U.S. military officials said the
deployment of such systems would
hamper Israel’s attack planning, put-
ting pressure on Israel to act before the
missiles were ready.

For both the United States and Israel,
Iran’s nuclear program has been a per-
sistent worry. A National Intelligence
Estimate issued in December by U.S. in-
telligence agencies asserted that Iran
had suspended work on nuclear
weapons design in late 2003. The report
stated that it was unclear whether that
work had resumed.

It also noted that Iran’s work on
uranium enrichment and on missiles,
two steps that Iran would need to take to
field a nuclear weapon, had continued.

In late May, the International Atomic
Energy Agency reported that Iran’s sus-
pected work on nuclear matters was a
“matter of serious concern” and that the
Iranians owed the agency “substantial
explanations.”

Over the past three decades, Israel
has carried out two unilateral attacks
against suspected nuclear sites in the
Middle East. In 198}, Israeli jets struck
Irag’s nuclear plant at Osirak after con-
cluding that it was part of Saddam Hus-
sein’s program to develop nuclear
weapons.

Last September, Israeli aircraft
bombed a structure in Syria that U.S. of-
ficials said housed a nuclear reactor
built with the aid of North Korea.

The United States protested the Is-
raeli strike against Iraq in 1981, but its
comments in recent months have
amounted to an implicit endorsement
of the Israeli strike in Syria.

Pentagon officials said that Israel’s
air force usually conducted a major
early summer training exercise, often
flying over the Mediterranean or train-
ing ranges in Turkey, where they prac-
tice bombing runs and aerial refueling.

But the exercise this month involved
a larger number of aircraft than previ-
ously observed and included a lengthy
combat rescue mission.

Much of the planning appears to re-
flect a commitment by Israel’s military
leaders to ensure that its armed forces
are adequately equipped and trained,"
an imperative driven home by the diffi-
culties the Israeli military encountered
in its Lebanon conflict with Hezbollah.

“They rehearse it, rehearse it and re-
hearse it, so if they actually have to do it,
they're ready,” the Pentagon official
said. “They’re not taking any options
off the table.” ;
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Eric Watkins Senior Correspondent
OS ANGELES, June 23 -- Talisman Energy Inc. Calgary, eyeing a possi-
ble settlement of differences between the Iragi central government and the
northern Kurdish Regional Government (KRG), said two of its subsidiaries
have entered into agreements with KRG for "interests"” in Blocks K44 and K39.

Talisman said it will acquire a 40% interest in Block K44, with Western-
Zagros Ltd., holding 40% as operator and KRG retaining 20%. Talisman said it
plans to spend $80 million on the block, including past costs and a three-well
commitment.

Talisman also has entered into a seismic services agreement with KRG
on Block K39 for a period of 2 years, following which Talisman will have the
option to enter into a production-sharing contract (PSC) as operator of the
block with a 60% working interest and a one well commitment in the first year.
Talisman estimates exploration costs associated with the initial work program
on this block to be $10-15 million. Talisman Pres. and CEO John A. Manzoni
said Block K44 is an established PSC area, "entered into by the KRG prior to
the effective date of the new Iraqi constitution.” He said the block is in the early
stages of exploration with a well currently drilling. Both blocks are within the
territory widely recognized as being on the KRG side of the 'Green Line'
boundary that demarcates the region of Kurdistan within Iraq.

As part of the transactions with KRG, Talisman said it will pay $220 mil-
lion plus further conditional contributions to KRG for financial support to infra-
structure and capacity-building projects for the benefit of the people in the re-
gion, particularly local communities in the agreement areas. Talisman also
said KRG is bound to adhere to the principles of the Extractive Industry Trans-
parency Initiative (EITI) pursuant to the Kurdistan Regional Oil and Gas Law.
Talisman and KRG have confirmed their mutual commitment to revenue
transparency in the spirit of the EITI, as well as to promoting respect for and

Talisman invests in two KRG blocks

compliance with human rights principles, including those set forth in the volun-
tary principles on security and human rights.

Agreement nears The Talisman announcement coincided with reports
that talks between KRG and the Iraqi central government will take place this
week to try to settle their differences over a proposed new oil law for the coun-
try. A spokesman for the Iragi government said major obstacles include a dis-
pute over the rights of regional administrations to negotiate contracts with for-
eign oil firms and who has the final say in managing oil and gas fields. KRG
argues that Article 110 of the Iragi constitution enshrines KRG's legal right to
oil self-determination and limits the federal govemment’s powers to such ac-
tivities as providing national security and mail service and printing currency
(OGJ, Apr. 14, 2008, p. 22). As a result, the Kurds signed nearly 20 PSCs with a
handful of international oil companies after drafting their own oil and gas law in
August 2007—all of them considered illegal by the Iragi Oil Ministry, which
has threatened to blacklist companies that sign deals with the Kurds. Earlier
this month, analyst Global Insight said an agreement seems within reach be-
tween the Iraqi central government and KRG to "grandfather in" those compa-
nies that invested in Iraqi Kurdistan before February 2007—before the oil law
dispute began. Such an agreement would allow them to develop their acreage
fully, adding perhaps more than 100,000 b/d to Iraqi exports within 1 year and
as much as 300,000 b/d within 2 years. The analyst quoted officials from the
Iragi Oil Ministry and KRG's Energy Ministry as saying, "An agreement is
virtually reached, with only technicalities precluding the final hook-up of the oil
pipeline from DNO's Tawke field to the relatively near export metering station
on the Kirkuk-Ceyhan crude pipeline running between the northern Iraqi oil-
producing hub and the Turkish Mediterranean port."

[REUTERS : |

SEOUL, June 25, 2008 - Reuters- - A South Korean consor-
tium will participate in oil projects with Irag's Kurdish regional government to
secure an estimated 1.9 billion barrels of oil, group leader Korea National Qil
Corp said on Wednesday.

The consortium signed a memorandum of understanding on Saturday with the
regional government to participate in eight oil reserve projects estimated to
house 7.2 billion barrels of oil.

The group, which includes builders such as Hyundai Engineering & Construc-
tion <000720.KS>, Kolon Construction <003070.KS> and Doosan Construction
<011160.KS>, also agreed to participate in the construction of infrastructure
worth $2.1 billion.

S.Korea firms to participate in Iraq oil projects

Iraq needs billions of dollars to modernise its oif industry and raise output after
decades of sanctions and war, while South Korea, the world's 10th largest en-
ergy consumer, wants to secure stable energy supplies as it imports 96 per-
cent of its reserves from overseas.

But disputes over the federal oil law between the largely autonomous northern
region of Kurdistan and Baghdad have stalled international investment in Iraq.
Baghdad controls Irag's export pipelines, and until the Kurdish region reaches
an agreement with the federal government it will remain unable to produce
more oil.

Human Rights Watch June 23, 2008)

Iran: Guarantee Fair Court Hearings for Two Kurdish Women
Harsh Sentences May Await Two Rights Activists

(Washington DC, June 23, 2008)- Iranian judicial authorities should guaran-
tee two Kurdish women's rights activists transparent court proceedings when their cases
come up for a hearing, Human Rights Watch said today.

Activist Hana Abdi is appealing a five-year prison sentence, while Ronak Safarzadeh
is on trial on charges that could lead to a death sentence. Human Rights Watch urges
Iranian authorities to ensure fair and open court proceedings for both women. The gov-
ernment's previously documented patterns of restricting freedom of association and ex-
pression using broad security laws raise concern that the officials are prosecuting both
women only on the basis of their involvement in Kurdish rights and women's rights activ-
ism.

"It's become routine for the Iranian government to use vague security charges to de-
tain and intimidate peaceful activists,” said Sarah Leah Whitson, Middle East and North
Africa director at Human Rights Watch. “Now, they're going further by handing down out-
rageous sentences.”

On June 19, Branch Two of the Revolutionary Court in Sanadaj convicted Abdi on
charges of “gathering and colluding to commit a crime against national security.” The court
ordered that she serve five years in a prison in the city of Germi, in the largely Azeri prov-
ince of Ardbil.

Branch One of the Revolutionary Court in Sanandaj, which is trying Safarzadeh, has
not yet made a decision on her case. The lawyer for both women, Mohammad Sharif, told
Human Rights Watch that prosecutors have accused Safazadeh of the more serious
charge of “enmity with God." According to Iranian law, this charge may be punishable with
death.

Safarzadeh and Abdi, both 21, have been in detention in the largely Kurdish city of
Sanandaj since their arrest on September 25 and October 23, 2007, respectively. Prior to

their arrest, they were active members of the Azarmehr Association of the Women of Kurd-
istan, a group that organizes capacity-building workshops and sports activities for women
in the city of Sanandaj and elsewhere in the Iranian province of Kurdistan. Abdi and Safar-
zadeh also volunteered with the One Million Signatures Campaign for Equality.

Initially, Safarzadeh spent three months and Abdi spent two months in solitary con-
finement in a detention center run by the Kurdistan Office of the Ministry of Information
before authorities transferred them to the women's unit of the general prison in the city of
Sanandaj.

The prosecution of these women follows on the heels of the government's crackdown
of women activists, particularly those involved in the One Million Signatures Campaign for
Equality. This grassroots campaign aims to raise awareness of Iran’s laws that sanction
discrimination against women by collecting 1 million signatures throughout the country in
an effort to repeal these biased laws. In the last two years, the Iranian authorities have
arrested more than 35 activists involved with the campaign and other women's rights pro-
jects.

Detentions and prison sentences against Kurdish rights activists have also been on
the rise, with the government often accusing activists of having links with armed opposition
groups. In February 2008, the government charged and sentenced to death a Kurdish
teacher and civil society activist on charges of “endangering national security” through
membership with Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK).

The government typically relies on vaguely defined “security” offenses to prosecute
Iranians who attempt to associate or demonstrate. Human Rights Watch documented the
government's reliance on these overbroad laws, which violate the internationally guaran-
teed rights to freedom of speech and association in its most recent report “You Can De-
tain Anyone for Anything': Iran's Broadening Clampdown on Independent Activism.”
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ANKARA, 23 juin 2008 (Xinhua) -- Une explosion a eu lieu dans
une unité militaire dans la province de Gaziantep située au sud-est de la Tur-
quie lundi, blessant 13 soldats des forces turques de sécurité, a rapporté
I'agence de presse semi-officielle Anatolie.

Le gouverneur par intérim de Gaziantep, Mehmet Okur, a déclaré que qua-
tre soldats ont été gravement blessés dans cette explosion qui s'est produite
dans la ville d'lslahiye, dans la province de Gaziantep.

Les soldats ont été transportés a 'hépital et I'enquéte sur cet incident se
poursuit, a-t-il déclaré.

Une explosion blesse 13 soldats
dans le sud-est de la Turquie

Par ailleurs, les officiels turcs ont indigué que l'explosion a eu lieu sur un
véhicule militaire en patrouille, mais la raison de I'explosion ne peut étre en-
core déterminée.

L'armée turque bombarde périodiquement les positions du Parti des travail-
leurs du Kurdistan (PKK) & la frontiére turco-irakienne depuis quelques mois.
En février, elle a lancé une incursion de huit jours en Irak.

Le PKK, classé par les Etats-Unis et la Turquie comme groupe terroriste,
apris les armes en 1984 pour créer un Etat dans le sud-est de la Turquie. Plus
de 30 000 personnes ont trouvé la mort dans ce conflit long de deux décen-
nies.

Coup de filet en Europe contre une filiére irako-kurde

d’immigration

PARIS, 23 juin 2008 (AFP) - Une importante filiére irako-kurde
d'immigration clandestine vers le Nord de 'Europe a été démantelée lundi lors
d'un coup de filet baptisé "Opération Bagdad" mené dans dix pays européens
par plus d'un millier de policiers et qui a permis d'interpeller 75 personnes.

Ce réseau est responsable de I'acheminement de centaines de clandestins
vers 'Angleterre et les pays scandinaves, par train ou bateau, pour un tarif
demarrant & 10.000 euros, selon la justice frangaise.

L"'Opération Bagdad" a été lancée t6t lundi matin, mobilisant 1.300 policiers,
simultanément en France, en Allemagne, en Belgique, au Danemark, en Ir-
lande, en Gréce, en Norvége, aux Pays-Bas, en Suéde et au Royaume-uni,
coordonnée par Europol sur le plan policier et par Eurojust dans le domaine
judiciaire.

Une "grosse téte du réseau" figure parmi les 24 personnes interpellées en
France, ont précisé des sources proches de la police a Paris. La plupart des
interpellations ont été réalisées, pour une dizaine, & Paris et sa banlieue, et
dans les régions de Calais, de Cherbourg et du Havre (ouest).

"Ces personnes, agées de 21 ans a 48 ans, d'origine irakienne, iranienne, ma-
rocaine, tunisienne, algérienne, mauricienne, turque et frangaise ont été pla-
cées en garde a vue", a indiqué le parquet de Paris dans un communiqué.

En matiere de criminalité organisée, les gardes a vue "peuvent étre prolon-
gées jusqu'a une durée maximale de 96H0Q", a-t-on précisé de méme source.
Cette opération couronne plus de deux années d'enquéte, lancée aprés que les
services frangais aient été alertés par des renseignements d'Europol et des
autorités britanniques.

Deux juges parisiens, Corinne Goetzmann et Patrick Gachon, enquétent de-
puis mai 2007 sur ce dossier dans le cadre d'une information judiciaire visant
les faits "d'aide & I'entrée et au sé&jour irrégulier commis en bande organisee”
et "d’association de maifaiteurs".

Ces chefs sont passibles de 10 ans d’emprisonnement et de 750.000 euros
d'amende en France.

"Les investigations ont mis en évidence I'existence d'une filiére transnationale
bien structurée d'immigration clandestine de ressortissants irako-kurdes entre
I'lrak et un certain nombre de pays du Nord de I'Europe”, a expliqué le parquet
de Paris.

"Les migrants, en provenance essentiellement du nord de I'lrak, mais égale-
ment de nationalités iranienne, afghane, pakistanaise, chinoise et bangladaise,
gagnaient la France, pays de transit, par la Turquie, la Gréce, et I'ltalie”, a-t-on
précisé de méme source

"Selon leur destination finale, le Royaume Uni ou I'lrlande pour une des bran-
ches de la filiére, les pays scandinaves pour l'autre, ils étaient acheminés par
la route, le train et le bateau vers les pays de leur choix, via la Belgique, les
Pays-Bas, I'Allemagne et le Danemark”, a-t-on ajouté.

"Plusieurs centaines d'immigrants ont ainsi gagné clandestinement divers
pays de I'Union Européenne, chacun d'entre eux payant aux organisateurs de
ce trafic de 10 & 12.000 euros pour prix de leur voyage, des prix qui pouvaient
étre sensiblement augmentés pour certains candidats en fonction de leur ori-
gine géographique ou ethnique”, a conclu le parquet de Paris.

PETROLE: LE KURDISTAN IRAKIEN SIGNE DEUX CONTRATS
AVEC LE CANADIEN TALISMAN

BAGDAD, 24 juin 2008 (AFP) - Le Kurdistan irakien a annoncé

mardi la signature de deux contrats pétroliers avec la compagnie canadienne
Talisman Energy malgré les vives protestations de Bagdad, ou est examiné un
projet de loi fédérale sur le pétrole.

Les contrats ont été signés jeudi dernier entre les responsables de Talisman
Energy et le Premier ministre du gouvernement autonome kurde, Nechirvan
Barzani, selon un communiqué publié tét mardi matin.

Une filiale du groupe canadien va acquérir 40% du gisement pétrolier Kalar-
Bawanoor. La société canadienne WesternZagros possedait déja 40% de ce
gisement. Les 20% restants appartiendront au gouvernement kurde.

Une seconde filiale de Talisman Energy va mener un programme d'explora-
tion pétroliére de deux ans sur un autre gisement kurde.

“L'accord donne & Talisman une option pour un contrat a long-terme de pro-
duction d'ici deux ans, dans lequel ils (les Canadiens, ndir) entreront & hauteur
de 60%", selon le communiqué. Les 40% restants demeureront aux autorités
kurdes.

Le gouvernement n'a pas précisé le montant de l'investissement de Talisman

Energy. Le groupe canadien va par ailleurs verser 220 millions de dollars pour
des projets "sociaux” dans les zones d'exploitation. Les gisements concernés
sont proches d'Halabja.

Le gouvemement kurde a déja signé 15 contrats d'exploration et d'exportation
de brut avec 20 compagnies internationales aprés avoir adopté son propre
arsenal législatif en aoit, déclenchant la colére de Bagdad, qui nie la validite de
ces contrats.

Les députés irakiens tardent & approuver une loi sur le pétrole qui vise no-
tamment a cadrer la redistribution des revenus pétroliers entre les 18 provin-
ces irakiennes, un texte que les Etats-Unis considérent comme crucial pour la
stabilisation de I'lrak.

Le ministre du Pétrole, Hussein al-Chahristani, avait dit en février qu'il espé-
rait que la loi serait approuvée avant la fin de I'année, mais les personnes
impliquées dans le dossier ont reconnu qu'aucun progrés n'avait été fait
fleBtibservateurs se demandent notamment si la région autonome du Kurdis-
tan irakien, dans le nord du pays, consentira 4 partager ses revenus petroliers.

Berlin met a l'index une télévision kurde

émettant depuis le Danemark

24 juin 2008 (AFP) Le ministre allemand de I'Intérieur Wolfgang
Schiuble a interdit mardi 4 une chaine de télévision kurde émettant de-
puis le Danemark de diffuser ses programmes en Allemagne, affirmant
qu'elle servait la propagande des extrémistes kurdes.

La chaine Roj TV, dont les programmes sont diffusés par satellite, fait
l'apologie du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK), organisation de
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cans or Iraqis."

Kurdistan list seeks seats
in Diyala and Mosul prov-
inces Kurdistan political parties
said they will participate in the Oc-
tober 1 provincial elections in
Ninewa and Diyala provinces as one

seats on Diyala and Mosul provin-
cial councils. Khasro Goran, Mosul
deputy governor and head of Kurd-
istan Democratic Party's office in
Ninewa province, said he believes
the Kurdistan list will win the ma-
jority of seats in the Ninewa prov-

the Kurdistan political parties will
join the one list, known as the
Ninewa Brotherhood List. The po-
litical parties include Patriotic Un-
ion of Kurdistan (PUK) headed by
Iragi President Jalal Talabam,
Kurdistan Democratic Party headed

Massoud Barzani, Kurdistan Is-
lamic Union (KIU), Kurdistan
Communist Party, Iragi Communist
Party, and Christian political par-
ties.

united list in order to win many

ince council. Goran stated that all by

June 26, 2008

Celegraph

Kurdistan Region President

Germany's Kurds and Turks bring their fight to football

By Harry de quetteville BERLIN, German
Well, the German team has moved one step closer to

its inevitable victory in Euro 2008, but my heart
really went out to the Turkish fans in Berlin last night.

| was watching the game in Kottbusser Tor in Kreuz-
berg, the beating heart of Turkish support in the German
capital. Amidst the beer and banter and jollity, there was no
sign of trouble with any of the German fans. Well, not quite.

But there was one bunch of Germany supporters who
were determined to wind up their rivals. They were kind of
uber fans, over-dressed from head to toe in German col-
ours, screaming in a sinisterly patriotic way every time
Germany broke for goal and generally baiting the Turks.
Neo-Nazis? Nah. They weren't German at all. They were
Kurdish.

Yes, on a somewhat grimy esplanade outside the fast
food joints of Kreuzberg, football had become the latest
battteground of Kurdish separatism.

A chum of mine, inquiring at the nearest kebab joint,
discovered that some Turks considered this a disgraceful
"provocation”. And frankly, given the fevel of baiting, | was
fairly sure that a fight would break out. In England, among
fans fuelled by many pre-match pints, I'm sure it would
have.

But under the watchful eye of quite a few burly police,
who managed to combine looking terrifying with extreme
good manners ("Oh, I'm terribly sorry,” said one as | at-
tempted to move through a litlle police cordon to retrieve
my bike, "of course. Right this way."} there was no vio-
lence.

But there has been. Last year, as Turkey prepared to
send in its army into northern Iraq on a campaign against
the PKK Kurdish separatists, Turkish and Kurdish expats in
Berlin staged a series of ambushes and pitched battles of
their own.

At the time Spiegel produced a great article explaining

the in and outs of the various factions in Germany, and
about the millions that Kurds in Germany raise for their
cause back home.

This week, German interior minister Wolfgang
Schaeuble banned a Kurdish TV station here that he de-
scribed as a mouthpiece for the PKK, which tried to “recruit
guerrilla fighters for armed conflict with Turkey".

Ahead of last night's game, much was written
(including by me) about football's capacity to help bridge
divides between communities. It is the sporting equivalent
of earthquake diplomacy, which has done much to bring
Greece and Turkey closer, and even China and Japar.

But it's foolish to pretend that the game can't also fo-
cus the enduring, bitter enmity between peoples. Watching
those several dozen Kurds last night, dreaming of one
homeland but dressed top-to-tail in the colours of another,
was reminder enough of that.

IREUTERS D |

DIYARBAKIR, June 27, 2008 - Kurdish Southeastern region of
Turkey, — A Turkish driver was killed and four Turkish soldiers injured when
Kurdish PKK guerrillas opened fire on a convoy of vehicles in mainly Kurdish
southeast Turkey on Thursday, a security source said.

The source,www.ekurd.net who declined to be named, said the Turkey's Kurd-
istan Workers Party (PKK) rebels opened fire on the convoy of civilian mini-
buses bringing soldiers back from an operation in the restive southeast.

The army responded with a fresh operation against the guerrillas in the prov-
inces of Diyarbakir and neighbouring Bingol.

Over 39,000 Turkish soldiers and Kurdish PKK guerrillas have been killed
since 1984 when the Turkey's Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) took up arms
for self-rule in the country’s mainly Kurdish southeast of Turkey. A large Tur-
key's Kurdish community openly sympathise with the Kurdish PKK rebels.

Four Turkish soldiers wounded as Kurdish PKK
guerrillas attack convoy of vehicles

The PKK demanded Turkey's recognition of the Kurds' identity in its constitu-
tion and of their language as a native language along with Turkish in the coun-
try's Kurdish areas, the party also demanded an end to ethnic discrimination in
Turkish laws and constitution against Kurds, ranting them full political free-
doms.

The PKK is considered a 'terrorist' organization by Ankara, U.S., the PKK con-
tinues to be on the blacklist list in EU despite court ruling which overturned a
decision to place the Kurdish rebel group PKK and its political wing on the
European Union's terror list.

Turkey refuses to recognize its Kurdish population as a distinct minority. It has
allowed some cultural rights such as limited broadcasts in the Kurdish lan-
guage and private Kurdish language courses with the prodding of the European
Union, but Kurdish politicians say the measures fall short of their expectations.

AP Associated Press
Jun. 28, 2008

By SAMEER N. YACOUB - Associated Press Writer

BAGHDAD --The prime minister of Irag's self-ruled Kurdish region said
Saturday that oil deals unilaterally signed by the Kurds with foreign com-
panies will stand despite opposition from the Iraqi central government.

The Shiite-led government in Baghdad considers any deals the Kurds
have signed illegal since the country has not yet completed a new national
oil law. Kurdish officials claim these contracts are in line with the Iragi
constitution.

Prime Minister Nechervan Barzani said the more than 20 production-
sharing contracts the Kurds have signed with international oil companies
since they drafted their own oil and gas law in August 2007 are “irreversi-
ble.”

"Anyone who wants to put off these deals is a dreamer," he said in the
Kurdish regional capital of Irbil.

Kurdish and Iragi government officials ended talks this past week in
Baghdad to try to settle their differences over a proposed new oil law but
made little progress.

Barzani said the two groups have agreed to set up a committee headed
by Iragi Prime Minister Nouri al-Matiki that will try to reach a final solution
on the oil deals signed by the Kurds.

Kurdish regional leader stands by oil deals

Barzani's comments are expected to deepen further the rift with the cen-
tral government over the issue.

Iragi political factions have been at loggerheads since February 2007 over
the law that would set rules for foreign investment in Irag's oil industry and
determine how oil revenues will be shared among Shiites, Sunnis and
Kurds.

Major obstacles include a dispute over the rights of regional administra-
tions to negotiate contracts with foreign oil firms and who has the final say
in managing oil and gas fields.

The Iraqgi Oil Ministry has threatened to blacklist companies that sign deals
with the Kurds, but that has not prevented firms from working with the
Kurdish government.

On Wednesday, the Kurds announced a new package of oil deals with
South Korea’s state oil company.

Iraq has an estimated 115 billion barrels of oil and some 112 trillion cubic
feet of natural gas reserves, the government says.

The Kurds, who contro! three northern provinces, sell the roughly 10,000
barrels of oil per day they produce to the domestic market since their re-
gion has no coastline to transport the resources.
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questions of history, identity and culture. “The
problem of citizens [here] is a humanitarian
problem,” as Hiiseyin Avni Mutlu, governor of
Diyarbakir, told the mainstream newspaper
Referans in January. Ankara appoints governors
to oversee the southeastern provinces. “Cultural
identity is not the basic problem. The agenda of
the people is economic; the agenda is suste-
nance. Any other claims are political.” So long
as the desires of the people of the southeast are
rendered as a universal, biological need—
sustenance—the state will recognize them. The
governor dismisses questions about the historical
and political origins of poverty as “the worst
form of exploitation, human exploitation.”

It is a viewpoint that clashes somewhat with
those of poor Kurdish youth, even those, like
Mehmet, who have seen some benefit from the
state’s solicitude since their own stint shining
shoes and selling tissues. Mehmet’s elder brother
received an interest-free loan from the gover-
norate, one of a number of state-sponsored
programs to encourage entreprencurship, and
set up a small kebab stand. He divides the profits
between supporting his ailing parents and saving
up for his imminent marriage. Mehmet works for
free, but when he needs pocket money, his
brother obliges.

Mehmet wakes up every morning at 5:30,
buys fresh liver and meat for the stand, and
heads to high school (having dropped out years
before to work, he is now five years senior to his
first-year classmates). After school, he runs the
stand until midnight. Three days a week, he
attends a training program, provided free of
charge by the Diyarbakir Metropolitan Munici-
pality, that will certify him to lay natural gas
lines.

Mehmet’s understanding of Diyarbakir’s
economy, nevertheless, is colored by a broader
feeling of exclusion. “When we go west to find
work, people hear our accent, or the police take
one look at our ID cards [where one’s place of
birth is listed] and they say, ‘He’s from the east,
he’s a terrorist.” When we stay here, there are
no factories, no jobs, and we can’t get a decent
education or score well on the national univer-
sity exams because the state only sends the worst
teachers here, and any talented teachers here
escape to the west if they find the chance.”

That the present shape of poverty has a
political history, and that the presence of poverty
does not erase other claims—that one can be
hungry and desire education in Kurdish, that one
can hope for both a more equal distribution of
wealth and a more equal distribution of dignity
and life chances—captures, in condensed form,
the kind of recognition advocated by the NGOs
and municipal governments working in the
southeast. These NGOs and municipalities are
the new legal, public face of Kurdish politics,
emerging from a series of political reforms in
motion since the early 2000s. From their per-

spective, the separation of poverty from politics
is equal to a denial of historical and social real-
ity. “The problem,” stresses the mayor of Diyar-
bakir, Osman Baydemir, “is economic, social,
cultural, political, legal and administrative. An
integrative approach is essential to bringing
improvement.” The politics of poverty extends
even to word choice. The Turkish state favors
the term yoksulluk (an abstract noun indicating
an existing state or condition of “poor-ness”),
while domestic NGOs and regional governments
prefer yoksullaStirma (a verbal noun emphasiz-
ing action behind the state or condition de-
scribed, and translatable as “causing to be
poor,” or impoverishment).

For other local actors, recognizing more
than basic human need in the southeast is not
only essential to designing more effective pov-
erty relief Many NGOs and research groups
working in the region hope that discussion of
forced migration and its role in the production of
the new urban poverty may also urge the state
toward a deeper commitment to assisting in the
rehabilitation of the regional economy. If the
claims of the southeast can be associated with
principles of the European Union and the UN—
such as cultural rights and participatory local
governance—they may acquire a stamp of
legitimacy that pushes the state to reevaluate its
reflexive equation of southeastern grievances
with PKK demands.

For Ahmet, 21, the ongoing debate on pov-
erty and economic improvement is filtered
through firsthand experiences of forced dis-
placement, urban underemployment, and deep
familiarity and sympathy with the PKK. Ahmet’s
story begins in the early 1990s, when state secu-
rity forces first evacuated, and, upon the return
of residents, burned his family’s village. The
village was known to be providing nearby mili-
tant camps with bread. “The guerrillas weren’t
strangers to us. They were our brothers and
fathers, sisters and cousins, so we couldn’t turn
them away.” At seven, he left the village empty-
handed and came with his family of nine to
Diyarbakir.

He began working soon after arrival, shin-
ing shoes, selling tissues and gum on the streets,
running errands for neighborhood restaurants
and teahouses. Halfway through middle school,
he landed a job as an assistant in a bakery and
left school to work nights. He receives $300-350
per month.

Ahmet also sees a great deal of politics in
the local economy. “In the southeast, there are
no opportunities for work. Or if there are,
they’re very, very few. Look, there are people
working for almost nothing on this street. Why?
To try to contribute a little at home. And you
won'’t find less than seven to ten people in any
home here. They say in the west, ‘Don’t give
away jobs to Kurds’—they always exclude us.
But if we didn’t do their work, Turks would die

of hunger. Look at pistachios, hazelnuts, cot-
ton—they’re all harvested by Kurds. Everyone
benefits from our poverty, they [in the west], the
world, even people here in the southeast.... Why
are we always excluded?”

He is unimpressed by Prime Minister Recep
Tayyip Erdogan’s recent announcement of a
$12 billion investment package targeted at eco-
nomic development in the southeast. “Well, the
state always tries to distract us Kurds with entic-
ing stories, to have us forget our struggle. They
say, ‘We’re going to give you opportunities for
work.” They’re all lies, nothing but deception.”
“Peace and rights are what we want,” Ahmet
says, and believes that Kurds have a duty to
respond to violence in kind in the struggle for
equal rights against a state perceived to be
intentionally retarding development in the re-
gion.

Mehmet reads the new talk of poverty relief
and development through a somewhat different
lens. Toiling at his brother’s kebab stand
launched with help from the state, he dreams of
a less exhausting, more just future. He speaks
repeatedly of the need for young people to
“know themselves,” and to see the economic
future of the southeast as bound up with personal
responsibility. “I used to spend all night just
walking the streets. Now | think that to secure
your future, you’ve got to work. 1f a few facto-
ries are established, if a few more workplaces
are opened, then a regular citizen can go home
at night with a bag of groceries and keep his kids
in school.” Distrustful of police, angered by his
memories of military violence and proud of his
association, through the gas worker training
program, with the pro-Kurdish municipal gov-
ernment, he also echoes a main thesis of the
state: If everyone had a job, then political con-
testation in the southeast might just disappear. In
this, Mehmet is like many people, taking in the
range of available ideas about the rapidly
changing present, and often joining seemingly
contradictory positions in the same person.

The state’s poverty relief strategies have
contradictions of their own. The encouragement
of small entrepreneurs, for instance, has given
businessmen and NGOs in the southeast a new
role as brokers, capturing and redistributing
development rent and cultivating new skills such
as grant writing. One thing is clear: In the unre-
solved debate over poverty, a debate impinging
upon everyday life for hundreds of thousands in
urban squatter settlements across the southeast,
the presence of so many actors (NGOs, devel-
opment brokers, local, national and international
government bodies, ex-peasants) makes old
dichotomies pitting the Turkish state against
Kurdish rebels no longer helpful. Addressing the
problems of the new urban poor will require
thinking outside them.
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