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PARIS: A CONFERENCE ON
“THE KURDISH QUESTION IN THE 21ST CENTURY”

N 25 February, to mark

the 25th Anniversary of
the foundation of the
Paris Kurdish Institute, a

conference was organised at the
Palais Bourbon (the National
Assembly) in the theme “the

Kurdish question in the 21st

Century”.

The last quarter of a century was
full of both tragedies and hopes:

the Iraqi Kurds threatened with
inescapable extinction following
the Anfal campaign of 1988-89,
were able, as a result of the Gulf
war (1991) to engage in an
experiment of political autono-
my; the decapitation of the Iran-
ian Kurdish leadership (1989-92)
was not able to hinder the
renewal of Kurdish culture in
that country; for the last decade
the Syrian Kurds have been

enjoying a renewal that covers a
peaceful commitment to strug-
gling both for democracy and
cultural rights; and finally, despite
the scorched earth policy adopt-
ed in response to the PKK guer-
rillas, Turkey has not succeeded
in “eradicating” Kurdishness. 

Over and above a moment of
reflection on its own past, the
Kurdish Institute hoped, through
this symposium, to draw up a
balanced assessment of the last
25 years of Kurdish history.

The conference was opened by
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the welcoming speech of Mr.
Francois Loncle, a member of
parliament for the Eure area and
former minister, who paid trib-
ute to the work of the Kurdish
Institute and promised to initiate
a study group on Kurdistan
within the French National
Assembly. The Speaker of the
Kurdistan National Parliament,
Adnan Mufti, also paid tribute
to the work of the Kurdish Insti-
tute, founded at a particularly
dark period in Kurdish history,
and summed up the political
agenda of Iraqi Kurdistan. In his
introduction to discussion,
Kendal Nezan, President of the
Paris Kurdish Institute, cast a
look back over the outstanding
events that have parked Kurdish
history over the last 25 years, and
the cultural, social and political
actions of the Paris Kurdish
Institute. 

The first Round Table on “Case
Studies”, with Jonathan Randal
as moderator, included Gilles
Dorronsoro, Professor of Politi-
cal Science at the Paris Sorbonne
University, who spoke on the
theme of “Identity, territory and
political mobilisation in Turkish
Kurdistan”. Dr. Dorronsoro
described the present situation in
Turkish Kurdistan and the
Kurds’ feeling of identity, stress-
ing that the Kurdish language
does not seem to be the most
substantial element of Kurdish-
ness in Turkey. Both directors of
the Centre of Kurdish Studies of
Exeter University were also pre-
sent and Hashem Ahmadzade
spoke to describe “Relations
between Kurds and Iranians”
while Gareth Standsfield cov-
ered “The de jure and de facto situ-
ation: the consolidation of the Iraqi
Kurdistan Region”. To round off
the Case Studies, Jordi Tejel, a

research worker at the EHESS
(The School of Advanced Stud-
ies in Social Science) analysed
the subject of “Kurds in Syria:
continuity and changes in a little
known question”.

The morning session of welcom-
ing speeches was marked by a
speech of support by Mrs.
Danielle Mitterrand, who came
specially to encourage the Kurds
in their struggle for democracy.
The second Round table, which
began the afternoon session, was
entitled “Side Glances” and the
moderator was moderated by
André Poupart, Honorary pro-
fessor of Montreal University,
Canada, who made a pertinent
comparison of the power sharing
in Kurdistan with the Canadian
Federal System in General and
the case of Quebec in particular.
Hamit Bozarslan, Lecturer of
political science at the EHESS
assessed the “The Kurdish Ques-
tion between 1983 and 2008”, fol-
lowed by Ann-Catrin Emanuel-
son of Goteborg University,
Sweden, who developed the issue

of the “Diaspora as cultural and
political area”. 

The last Round Table had the
participants discussing “Perspec-
tives of the Kurdish Question in

the 21st Century”. Chaired by
French Ambassador Bernard
Dorin, it included Peter Gal-
braith, former US Ambassador
to Croatia, Fuad Hussein, Presi-
dential chief of staff of Iraqi
Kurdistan, Gerard Chaliand, a
geopolitical specialist, Najmaldin
O. Karim, President of the
Washington Kurdish Institute
and Kendal Nezan, President of
the Paris Kurdish Institute.
Between them drew a picture of
the political, cultural, social and
economic situation of Kurdistan
they traced the perspectives fac-
ing the Kurds.

The conference, simultaneously
translated into Kurdish, French
and English was marked by
questions f rom the public of
about 300 people who had come
to share the speakers' analyses.

THE TURKISH OFFENSIVE IN IRAQI KURDISTAN

N the evening of 21 Feb-
ruary, the Turkish Army
launched an operation
against the PKK bases on

Mount Qandil, in Iraqi Kurdis-
tan, by crossing the border. The
operation lasted a week before
the Turkish troops withdrew.
However, the Turkish Chief of
Staff declared that he reserved
the right to renew this kind of
operation if need be, while the
PKK presented the withdrawal
as a heavy defeat for the Turkish
Army.

The Turkish Army has been reg-

ular ly bombing and shelling
along the Iraqi border since
December 2007. On 4 February,
some planes crossed the border
to bomb 3 (empty) villages near
Qandil with making any victims
according to the PKK. For its
par, the Turkish Army describes
the bombing as “intensive bomb-
ing” of Kurdish fighters.

However, the majority of
observers were not expecting an
offensive in February because of
the still wintery climatic condi-
tions that make mountain opera-
tions very difficult. On 18 Feb-

I
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ruary Ercan Yavuz, a journalist
on the Turkish paper Zaman,
c lose to the AKP party (in
office) declared that the “Turkish
Army was now ready to carry out
land operations in Iraq”, the most
probable date given being mid-
March.

However, many leading Ameri-
can officials visited Ankara
before the date of the offensive.

On the 13th, General Cartwright
arrived in Ankara to meet the
Turkish General Ergin Saygun
and David Petraeus, Comman-
der of US forces in Iraq. The
meeting was due to cover the
“common struggle” of the United
States and Turkey against the
PKK. On 15 February, it was the
turn of the US Minister of Jus-
tice, Michael Mukasey, to meet
with Turkish leaders in Ankara
on the same subject. The Ameri-
can Minister then declared that
this cooperation had been “active
and crowned with success” and was
continuing.

On the same day, throughout
Turkey, police were put on “max-
imum alert” because of Kurdish
demonstrations commemorating
the 9th anniversary of the capture
of Abdullah Ocalan. Clashes
occurred between the police and
Kurdish demonstrators, in the
course of which a 15-year-old
boy was killed at Cizre. During
his funeral, the riot police once
again attacked the young
demonstrators who reacted by
destroying many small shops,
erected barricades and threw
stones at the Turkish police.
There were also disturbances at
the Kurdish town of Hakkari.

On the 21st, Turkish troops,
including several thousands of
infantrymen and 3,000 com-
mandoes, for the first time

crossed the border to start land
operations against the PKK,
penetrating 20 Km inside Iraqi
Kurdistan. The infantry advance
was backed by artillery fire, air
raids and “real time intelligence”,
promised by the USA since the
beginning of January, on the
positions and movements of the
PKK.

The Turkish Army claims to
have totally or partially destroyed
312 positions. As for the human
losses, they totalled over 300
dead, 270 rebels and 30 soldiers,
according to the Turkish Gener-
al Staff ’s communiqué. On the
other hand, a web site close to
the PKK announced 130 Turk-
ish soldiers killed and 5 PKK
fighters, as well as shooting
down a helicopter, the loss of
which was confirmed by the
Turkish Army that merely
referred to a “technical hitch”.
Independent Kurdish sources
assess the casualties at a dozen
killed, including 5 civilians on
the Kurdish side, while the
Turkish losses are about 30
deaths.

The Government of Iraqi Kur-
distan, which protested at this
violation of the borders, rapidly
accused Turkey of aiming at the
whole of the Kurdish Region,
and not just the PKK and put
the Pesmergas on maximum
standby alert round the major
towns and at strategic points. On
21 February Turkish tanks based
at Barnarne, near Amadiyye,
(where they have been based
since the “cease-fire agreements
between Turkey, the United
States and the KDP in 1997)
tried to leave their barracks to
take part in an encircling move-
ment round the border area of
Hak. They were immediately

surrounded by Peshmergas and
violently set upon by the Kurdish
population, which was very hos-
tile to the Turkish operation and
do a rapid U-turn.

On the 24th, heavy fighting took
place round the Camp at Zap,
which the Turks were seeking to
carry by storm under artillery
and air cover. This camp, about 6
Km from the Turkish border, is
embedded in a deep valley, is one
of the principal crossing points
for PKK attacks on Turkey, as is
the Harkuk camp, where troops
were parachuted by helicopters.
The General Staff still talked of
“heavy losses” on the Kurdish side,

but on Tuesday 25th heavy snow-
falls forced the Turkish troops to
stop their advance. The PKK
reported 200 soldiers that their
own fighters were said to have
surrounded in one of the moun-
tain valleys and also reported
that “many soldiers” were frozen
where they lay, since the temper-
ature had dropped to -15° C.

The spokesman of the Kurdistan
Regional Government criticised
the American position on the
Turkish raid on Mount Qandil:
“We hold the US Government
responsible for these military opera-
tions, since without their consent
Turkey would never have dared
violate Iraqi territorial or air
space”, accused Falah Mustafa,
Kurdish Minister External Rela-
tions. “The Regional Government
condemns these military operations
and the bombing of infrastructures”
and “calls on Turkey to withdraw
immediately f rom the Kurdish
Region of Iraq. The problem will
not be resolved by militarily but by
peaceful means”. Falah Mustafa
also insisted on the measures
already taken by the Kurdish
government to stop the PKK’s
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activities in the Kurdistan
Region before calling for a direct
dialogue between Ankara, Wash-
ington and Irbil to find a solu-
tion.

On 25 February, the Prime Min-
ister of the Kurdistan Region,
Nechirvan Barzani, held a press
conference during which he said
he was “very concerned” by the
Turkish operation and called for
the incursion to be stopped
immediately.  The Prime Minis-
ter insisted on the fact that only
a political solution could resolve
the question. “The Kurdistan
Regional Government understands
that the PKK is a problem for
Turkey. In the 1990s Turkey tried,
sometimes with our help, to resolve
the problem with the PKK militar-
ily, and today it is again trying the
same thing. However, experience
has clearly shown us that these mil-
itary methods can never succeed. I
am ready to visit Ankara. A four-
handed discussion between Wash-
ington, Istanbul, Baghdad and
Irbil will help find a lasting and
peaceful solution to this question”.
The prime Minister also con-
demned the destruction by the
Turkish Air Force of infrastruc-
tures far from the border regions
and quite unrelated to the PKK.
“We believe that this proves that,
despite their avowed aim, Turkey’s
really target in the Kurdistan
Region. I am surprised by Bagh-
dad’s feeble response to this flagrant
violation of Iraqi sovereignty”.
Furthermore, on 26 February, the
Kurdish Parliament demanded
the closing down of these Turk-
ish bases and the departure of
their 3.200 troops from the Kur-
distan Region. “We demand that
the Turkish Government quit the
bases that were set up in the Kur-
distan Region because of exception-
al circumstances that the region

was going through before the fall of
the Saddam Hussein Regime”.
The “feeble Iraqi reaction” criti-
cised by Nechirvan Barzani,
changed a great deal between the
first days of the offensive and the
time when the fighting intensi-
fied and got bogged down. On

the 23rd, the Iraqi Prime Minis-
ter, Nuri al-Maliki called on
Turkey to “respect Iraqi sover-
eignty”, while the Iraqi Foreign
Minister, Hoshyar Zebari (him-
self a Kurd) when talking to the
BBC described the operation as
a “limited military incursion in a
far off, isolated and uninhabited
mountain region”, adding that “if
it continued it could destabilise the
region because a mistake could lead
to escalation”. Mr. Zebari indicat-
ed that the Iraqi government had
only been informed of Turkish
intensions “at the last minute”,
that it had never given its con-
sent to the operation and that
“despite Ankara’s promise to avoid
targeting infrastructures, several
bridges had already been
destroyed”.

Nevertheless, on the 24th the
Iraqi Government spokesman,
Mr. Ali Dabbagh, declared: “We
do not think that these operations
present an attack on the sovereign-
ty of Iraq. We know that there is a
threat to Turkey from the PKK ter-
rorists, but we have let Turkey
know that this operation must not
destabilise Iraq and the region”.

However, the unpopularity of the
incursion and the growing scep-
ticism regarding its effectiveness,
perhaps led Baghdad to taking a
tougher stand because a f resh
communiqué issued on the same
day called on Turkey “to with-
draw its troops from Northern
Iraq as quickly as possible”, stat-
ing, this time, that it was “a

threat to our sovereignty”. The
Prime Minister’s staff also called
on Ankara “to open a bi-lateral
dialogue with the Iraqi govern-
ment” and that the conflict with
the PKK “should not be treated by
military ways”, even while assur-
ing that “it understood Turkey’s
legitimate concerns regarding secu-
rity”.

The Shiite religious dignitaries,
for their part, disapproved the
Turkish operation. Thus a Shiite
cleric, Qasim al-Tayi declared on
24 February: “We categorically
reject the Turkish incursion into
North Iraq and we considerate an
aggression and a violation of Iraqi
sovereignty. We call on all political
forces, decision makers and public
opinion firmly to oppose this inva-
sion. The advance of Turkish troops
into Iraqi territory on the pretext of
chasing the Kurdistan Workers’
Party can lead to the destruction of
most of the country’s infrastructures
and the deaths of Innocent Iraqis”. ,
Qasim al-Tayi adds that this
incursion was an illegitimate act
“that cannot have an rational
explanation”.

In the US, President Bush had
approved the offensive as from
23 February. However, faced
with the difficulties the Turkish
troops were facing, the unexpect-
ed toughness of the fighting,
aggravated by heavy snow-falls,
as well as the danger of direct
clashes between the Turks and
the Peshmergas, Washington
soon began to fear a spreading of
the conflict to Iraqi Kurdistan
and called on Turkey to with-
draw “as quickly as possible”.

However, the Turkish Defence
Minister, Vecdi Gonul, Seemed
deaf to demands for a rapid
withdrawal, whether they came
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from the United States, Iraq or
the European Union and
declared: “Turkey will remain in
Northern Iraq as long as it has to!”
while assuring the Americans
that his country had no intention
of occupying “the North of Iraq”.
On 27 February, a Turkish dele-
gation left for Baghdad to dis-
cuss the operation in the North
of the country. At the end of this
meeting, Ahmet Davutoglu, the
foreign affairs advisor of Prime
Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
declared during a press confer-
ence given jointly with the Iraqi
Foreign Minister, Hoshyar
Zebari (himself a Kurd) that
“There will be no timetable for the
withdrawal of Turkish troops from
Northern Iraq so long as that
organisation’s presence has not been
eliminated”. 

However, during the night of 27
February, the Turkish Army
unexpectedly began to withdraw
from Iraqi Kurdistan, whereas
only an hour before the Turkish
Army’s Chief of Staff, General
Buyukanit , also refused to give
any date for withdrawing: “A
rapid time limit is a relative
notion. It could sometimes be a day
and sometimes a year”.

Most of the Turkish media, as
well as the political caste and
even the man in the street are
convinced that this about face
was caused by American pressure
and the threat to close the air
space to Turkish planes as well as
suspending the intelligence
being provided in real time on
the movements of the Kurds —
despite the Army’s denials. The
Turkish press even used the term
“bomb” to describe the official
announcement of the ending of
operations. Faced with these
affirmations, Yasar Buyukanit,

questioned by the paper Milliyet,
reiterated that: “I alone am
answerable for the decision to
withdraw, like the order to start
military operations — neither the
political administration for an
allied country (i.e. the US) can
take such a decision”, thus imply-
ing that this withdrawal sur-
prised even the Turkish Prime
Minister. “Mr. Erdogan was
aware of the operation as a whole,
including the decision to withdraw,
on the other hand he did not know
exactly when and where the with-
drawal would take place”. The
General insists that it was not
the last visit of the US Secretary
of Defence, Robert Gates, that
lay at the source of this decision.
Thus he explained that the
troops had begun to withdraw
two das before the official
announcement, which occurred
on 29 February, to “avoid having
the Kurds attack our soldiers dur-
ing their retreat”. However this
argument is hardly convincing,
since it was just the Kurds — the
Peshmergas and then the PKK
fighters — who, as of 27 Febru-
ary, tipped off the media.

In the Turkish political caste, the
withdrawal caused quite a stir,
particularly in Parliament. The
two opposition parties, the
Nationalist Action Party (MHP
— neo-fascist) and the Republi-
can People’s Party (CHP)
sharply criticised the Chief of
Staff and Robert Gates. The
Speaker of the Turkish parlia-
ment, Koksal Toptan, also con-
demned the American pressure
on the TRT television channel
seeing them as part of a regional
manoeuvre: “I imagine that they
wanted to send a message to the
Iraqi central government, on the
one hand and the Kurdistan
regional administration in the

North of Iraq on the other by say-
ing that, if you are angry with us
for helping the Turks, the latter
will withdraw whenever we ask
them to”.

Immediately after the official
announcement, Recep Tayyip
Erdogan made two contradictory
statements. On the one hand,
addressing the Baghdad govern-
ment, he declared that “Turkey
and Iraq should not allow the Kur-
dish rebels of the PKK to sour their
bi-lateral relations” and again
called for cooperation between
the two countries to drive the
PKK out of Northern Iraq.
However, on the other hand, he
also invited the PKK to la down
its arms by declaring that Turk-
ish democracy was “mature
enough” to resolve the Kurdish
question politically: “Our democ-
racy is mature enough to take all
kinds of differences into account, all
sorts of political opinions, so long as
they remain within the bounds of
the law”.

In response to the Turkish
attack, the PKK called for move-
ments of urban disturbance from
the Kurds of Turkey. Thus
Bahoz Erdal, one of this party’s
leaders, declared: “Kurdish youth
must retaliate to this operation”
and “the response must be strong. If
they want to sweep us aside, our
youth must make life in the towns
unbearable and burn hundreds of
cars every night”. The PKK also
accused the US of having taken
an active part in the operation.
“American reconnaissance planes
flew all over the region. They give
Turkey information on our posi-
tions in real time and then Turkish
planes came to bomb us”. Bahoz
Erdal also accused groups of
Iraqi Kurds of taking part in the
fighting, openly attacking the
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Iraqi President, Jalal Talabani.
“In our view, Jalal Talabani’s atti-
tude is very dangerous. We have
information that he may even have
invited the Turkish Army to
Qandil”. The PKK spokesman
also called on the Iraqi Kurds to
oppose the invasion.

In fact, as f rom 23 February,
demonstrations against the mili-
tary operation were organised by
the DTP, first in Istanbul then in
some Kurdish towns. In
Diyarbekir, several thousands of
people marched on the 25th to
demand an end to the incursion,
with slogans very hostile to the

Turkish Prime Minister and the
Iraqi President, Jalal Talabani,
who was visiting Turkey at the
time. The demonstrations did
not, however, degenerate into
violence, the police clearly hav-
ing been instructed to avoid
inflaming the situation.

For its part, the Iranian govern-
ment, through its spokesman,
Mohammad Ali Hossein,
announced having “strengthened”
its borders with Iraqi Kurdistan
following the Turkish offensive,
to prevent the PKK fighters
from seeking refuge in Iran.

THE IRAQI PRESIDENCY APPROVES
THE DEATH SENTENCE ON “CHEMICAL ALI”

HE death sentence on Ali
al-Majid, known as
“Chemical Ali”, a high
official of the former
regime, who had played a

leading role in the Anfal cam-
paign, the genocide against the
Kurds, was approved for execu-
tion by the President of Iraq,
Jalal Talabani, and by his two
Vice Presidents.

Al-Majid is one of three Baathist
leaders sentenced to be hanged
last June after being found guilty
of genocide, war crimes and
crimes against humanity. The
appeal court upheld this verdict
last September. The two others
are Hussein Rashid Mohammad,
formerly representative of the
Iraqi Armed Forces Directorate
of Operations and Sultan
Hashim al-Taiy, former Minister
of Defence.

On Friday, in Iraqi Kurdistan,
the Minister of Anfal Martyrs,
Shinar Sa’d Abdullah, called for

T

the Court that passed this sen-
tence”.

In December 2007, Shinar
Abdullah had declared that his
ministry was ready to have
recourse to UNO if the death
sentence passed on the authors of
the Anfal were not passed. A
political and legal controversy
had, indeed, perturbed Iraqi polit-
ical circles over these three sen-
tences. Jalal Talabani and his Vice
President Tareq Hashimi consid-
ered, indeed, that the officers of
the former Iraqi Army should not
be executed as they had been
forced to obey orders under pain
of death. Jalal Talabani had sever-
al times defended Sultan Hashim
Ahmed, who he described as a
“respectable” soldier who should
not be executed. Saber Abdul-
Aziz al-Dori, who ran the ld
regime’s secret services and
Farhan Motlak al-Juburi, the
head of these services in the
“North Zone” were sentenced to
life imprisonment, while the for-
mer Governor of Mosul, Taher
al-A’ani was acquitted.

Ali Hassan al-Majid to be rapid-
ly executed, expressing pleasure
at the Presidency’s decision: “We
call on the central government to
speed up the execution of al-Majid.
Approval of the sentence is a posi-
tive step in restoring legitimacy to

THE “HAT LAW” BANS THE PUBLIC USE
OF KURDISH IN TURKEY

SMAN Baydemir, the
Mayor of Diyarbekir,
was finally acquitted on
the resumption of his
trial that began last

November. He was being sued
over the printing and distribu-
tion of invitation cards to his

town’s 6th Festival of Culture —
because they had been drawn up,
not only in Turkish but also in
Kurdish, Armenian and Eng-
lish… 

The prosecution had demanded
a three-year sentence. The case

was based on Article 222 of the
so-called “hat law” — such cases
are becoming increasingly fre-
quent in Turkey today. In addi-
tion to Osman Baydemir, the
court was trying Abdullah
Demirbas, former mayor of Sur,
a local council adjoining
Diyarbekir, and 19 members of
the Town Council. Abdullah
Demirbas had, indeed, wanted to
go even further by offering pub-
lic services in his town hall n
four languages, that is in Turk-
ish, Kurdish, Armenian and Syr-
iac, arguing that these were the

O
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four languages normally spoken
by his electors, who did not all
have a proper mastery of Turkish. 

The 21 accused were being sued
partly on the basis of Article
257, that condemns “public
harm” and the abuse of ones
“position”, but essentially on
Article 222, which is used to
prohibit the public use of Kur-
dish in public services. In 1925,
Kemal Ataturk did, indeed, pro-
mulgate a law forbidding men to
wear the fez, when its name of
the “hat law”. In 1928 clauses
were added banning the use of
“anti-Turkish” letters, which at
the time was directed against the
use of the old Ottoman alphabet.
Today it is used to ban the use of
three letters of the Kurdish
alphabet (W, Q and K) that are
not used in Turkish.

The defence argued that
Diyarbekir and the adjacent
municipalities were not the only
ones to distribute brochures in
foreign languages since many
Turkish towns, especially in the
Western parts of the country,
offered tourists information in
English, German, Dutch and
even Polish, especially on their
Web sites.

However, if Osman Baydemir
was acquitted, the publisher,
Mehdi Tanrikulu was sentenced
to 5 months jail made a com-
plaint about a Public Prosecutor
in Kurdish and of having “per-
sisted” by expressing himself in
Kurdish to the court. The Istan-
bul First Criminal Court ruled
that Mehdi Tanrikulu, who
directs the Tevn Publishing
House, had infringed this same
“Hat Law” both verbally and in
writing.

Mehdi Tanrikulu had previously
been sentenced to twelve and a
half years imprisonment for
membership of the PKK by the
Diyarbekir High Security Court.
He has also been accused (but
acquitted) of “propaganda for an
illegal organisation” after publish-
ing a book by Zulfikar Tak,
describing the use of torture in
Diyarbekir prison. In the course
of one of these trials, the Prose-
cutor, Mummer Ozcan, in the
charge sheet he draw up, men-
tioned “the so-called Kurdish peo-
ple”. Following this, Mehdi Tan-
rikulu lodged a complaint
against him, in Kurdish, for
“insulting” his identity. While the
Prosecutor has not been subject-

ed to any enquiry, his accuser, on
the other hand, falls foul of this
“hat law”. During his trial, he
came accompanied by a Turkish
interpreter, persisting in only
expressing himself in his mother
tongue. “I have the right to express
myself in my mother tongue and its
alphabet must be accepted by the
institutions”, he declared before
the court, quoting Article 39/5
of the Treaty of Lausanne, which
“guarantees all Turkish citizens the
right to use their mother tongue
before the courts”.

The court only saw this as“persis-
tence in committing a crime” and
sentenced Mehdi Tanrikulu to 5
months jail.

SYRIA: INTIMIDATION, ARRESTS, AND SENTENCES

celebrated Kurdish
“dengbej” (traditional
bard), Ali Tijo, was
arrested by the Syrian

security services and no one
knows his fate, despite the insis-
tence efforts of his family and
friends to have some news of
him. They say they are worried
about his health since, as well as
being 71 years of age he suffers
from heart trouble.

According to sources close to the
singer, Ali Tajo had welcomed to
his house in Aleppo a delegation
of Kurdish singers f rom Iraqi
Kurdistan. Some time after, the
Syrian police raided his home,
wrecked the house and took him
away to the Aleppo Security Cen-
tre for questioning before handing
him over to the Damascus Head-
quarters of the Secret Police.

Ali Tijo is a singer who is well
known to the Afrin Kurds. This

“dengbej” has a repertory of over
a hundred ballads and epic
poems, including one in praise of
Sheikh Said and the 1925 upris-
ing against Turkey, which is well
known and popular with the
Kurds.

With the Newroz approaching,
Syria is experiencing increasing
numbers of arrests and acts of
intimidation. Six detainees have
just been sentenced by the High
Security Court to between 2 to
10 years jail on the grounds of
“separatism”.  Four of them (sen-
tenced to 7 to 10 years) are
accused of having “attacked”
some police during a demonstra-
tion in Aleppo on the occasion
of the 2007 Newroz celebrations.
The other two (sentenced to 2
years), were accused of member-
ship “of an extremist group”.
Having already spent two years
in pre-trial detention they were
released.

A
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In the Kurdish town of Hassake,
a Human Rights activist was
arrested by the town’s security
services. According to the Syrian
League for the Defence of
human Rights, Osama Edward
Qario is being detained because
of his writings on everyday life
in Syria. This 31-year-old Eng-
lish teacher was summoned by
the Syrian Security services for
having written an article entitled
“Neither gas, nor petrol nor elec-
tricity” in which he criticised the
Syrian economy.

As for the Kurdish former
Member of the Syria Parliament,
Uthman Muhammad Dadali, he
died this month in the al-Kanadi
Hospital of Aleppo. Some
months ear lier he had been
arrested and tortured by the
Baathist security services.
Although released, his health
remained seriously jeopardised,
according to his family and
friends. His health took a turn
for the worst at the beginning of
the months and he finally died as
a result of the severe ill treat-
ment he had received.

Osoye Dadali had been a Mem-
ber of the Syrian Parliament in
the 90s, representing Koban, the
town where he was born.

At the same time, Dindar Zebari,
the Kurdistan Regional Govern-
ment coordinator, announced that
the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees, following a visit by
Antonio Guterres to Iraqi Kur-
distan, has agreed that the Kurds
from Syria, who fled their coun-
try for the Kurdistan Region,
should officially receive the status
of refugees.

These Kurds came there mainly
after the riots and reprisals in

Qamishlo, following the 2oo4
Newroz celebrations. They have
been settled in a camp in the

region of Duhok and are esti-
mated by the Kurdistan govern-
ment to number about 500.

IRAN: A TEACHER SENTENCED TO DEATH

ARZAD Kamangar, born
in 1973 and for 12 years
school teacher at Kami-
aran, in Iranian Kurdis-

tan, has been sentenced to death. 

Married and father of a family,
he is a member of the teachers
union and of other active volun-
tary associations. He used to
write for reviews and association
publications in support of human
rights. Arrested on 19 August
2006 in Sanandaj (Iranian Kur-
distan) by the secret services, for
the following four months his
family ad no news and the
authorities denied knowing any-
thing whatever about his disap-
pearance.

In fact, he had been transferred
to N°9 Evin Prison, in Teheran, a
secret detention centre of the
VEVAK, the Iranian secret ser-
vice. Human Rights activists,
report that, according to a letter
the teacher had managed to
smuggle out of his cell, he had
been severely tortured and sub-
jected to psychological pressures,
that he had been unable to see
any lawyer or contact his family.
He had even tried to commit sui-
cide and his health had seriously
deteriorated. 

His lawyer confirmed these state-
ments, reporting on his client’s
poor physical condition during
their first meeting. In addition to
serious burns on the hands
caused by boiling water, he also

has a kidney infection and blood
in his urine.

In the course of 2006 and 2007,
Farzad Kamangar was several
times transferred, sometimes to
Kermanshah sometimes to
Sanandaj, to be tortured and
interrogated. When his mother
and brother were authorised to
see him, seven months after his
arrest, Farzad Kamangar still did
not know the charges against
him nor had he been able to see
his lawyer, who had obtained no
information on his case. It was
only later that he learnt that he
was charged with “undermining
national security”.

Farzad has gone on hunger strike
several times, with other detai-
nees, in protest at the conditions
of his detention, and has had to be
taken to hospital several times.

On 25 February, Branch 130 of
the Iran Revolutionary Court
sentenced Farzad Kamangar to
death for endangering national
security, accusing him of being a
member of PJAK. He pleaded
not guilt. His lawyer stressed the
irregularity of the trial, which
was not held in public and was
without a jury. Human Rights
Watch denounced this trial, the
sentence and the torture inflicted
on the prisoner. The organisation
calls on the Iranian legal system
to quash the sentence and retry
the accused in an equitable and
regular manner.

F
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CULTURE: A KURDISH FILM DIRECTOR MARKS 
IS MARK AT THE ROTTERDAM FESTIVAL

RESENTED at the
Rotterdam International
Film Festival, the film
“Gitmek” or “My Mar-
lon and my Brando” is

Huseyin Karabey’s latest film.
Since Boran, a documentary fic-
tion on the “Saturday Mothers”,
and the “disappearances” in
Turkey, followed by a report on
the “displaced” Kurds of Mardin
and a documentary against isola-
tion and the Type F prisons
(Silent Death), this Kurdish film-
maker has unceasingly produced
committed films on the Kurdish
question and political problems
in Turkey.

Already acclaimed in Turkey,
particularly by the daily Zaman,
his new film aroused an enthusi-
astic response in Holland.

Two actors, Ayca and Hama Ali,
one of Turkish nationality and
the other Iraqi, meet during the
shooting of a film in Suleimani-
ah and fall in love. Then they
each return home and the rela-
tionship is continued by letter,
video, and telephone while the
American intervention draws
closer. When the war begins,
Ayca decides to join Hama Ali
in Suleimaniah and the tale
becomes a road movie between
the Turkish, Iranian and Iraqi
borders.

“In the past”, Huseyin Karabey
tells the Daily Star newspaper,
“we Kurds were in the habit or
recording our “ letters” on tape
recorders, because we don’t really
like writing. Now Kurds are turn-
ing to videos”.

“I knew that the film would lead
Ayca to the Turkish0Iraqi border
because … we wanted to remind
people about what has happened in
Kurdistan and what is happening
today … I think that this “docu-
mentary” is more “fictional” than a
film of pure fiction. People think
that if you shoot at 24 pictures a
second it seems more real. With the
video-letters of this film, we tried
to show a new form of reality.

We did not want to pass judgement
of the reality of events but to arouse
questions about this reality, because
this is the principal question in
Turkey. The State’s policy has
always been to ignore our identity
and to call us “mountain Turks” it
is more important to arouse ques-
tions about such statements than to
oppose them with our own didacti-
cism.

There are several narrative levels
in the film. The first, the most
external, is that of a simple love
story that everyone can understand.
There is also a second level that
those who have some knowledge of
Turkey and Kurdistan can under-
stand. Then comes the deepest level,
for those who know the region very
well. The first pictures, for exam-
ple, show street scenes in Istanbul,
but the music on the sound track is
Kurdish. Filming the former capi-
tal of the Turks to Kurdish music is
something no one has ever done
before.

Later, when Ayca is travelling
towards the Iraqi border, she dis-
cusses with the taxi driver, a Kurd,
the question of identity. They stop
at a village in ruins so that he can

P

clean an old tomb.  This means
nothing to foreigners, but all Turks
know that this village is one of
those that the Turkish Army
destroyed about 17 years ago
because of its highly strategic posi-
tion. It is not even necessary to
name it”

In this film, two old Armenian
women who live in the same
block of flats as Ayca, are con-
stantly watching out for her
comings and goings, waiting for
her to return so as to always rec-
ommend that she shut her door
securely. “They amuse us”,
explains Huseyin Karabey, “but
their fears also send out a signal
about the situation of Armenians
in the country.

On the one hand I’m not bothered
about borders. I don’t say that there
must definitely be a unified Kur-
dish state. But the borders are a
reality. I have seen villages cut in
two by the Turkish-Iranian border.
Many people try to stir up hatred
between peoples. It is better to treat
these questions with humour, com-
passion and humanity.

I do not want to ignore my identity
— nor to use it to make a box office
hit. I try not to forget where I come
from, just to struggle against this
policy of negation about who we
are. My father speaks four lan-
guages: Kurdish, Turkish, Persian
and Arabic. Today people turn their
backs on such cosmopolitanism. But
it was a good thing, wasn’t it?”

• AS WELL AS …

• THE CANADIAN AMBAS-
SADOR VISITS IRAQI KUR-
DISTAN. Mrs. Margaret
Huber, the Canadian Ambas-
sador to Iraq, visited Kurdistan
for the first time on a three-day
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trip in which she accompanied a
Foreign Ministry delegation and
officials of the international
trade sections of her Embassy.
The delegation is due to write a
report on those sectors most
favourable for investment and
trade for the Canadian business
circles.

During the reception organised
by the Kurdistan Regional Gov-
ernment, Mrs. Huber said she
was “most encouraged by the high
level of cooperation from the Kur-
distan Regional Government”.
The Ambassador added: “Too
often foreigners do not have a pre-
cise understanding of what is hap-
pening in Iraq and in the Kurdis-
tan Region. I want to change this”.
The Kurdish government
spokesman, Falah Mustafa Bakir,
expressed the hope that the
world would know how much
“the Kurdistan Region is stable,
peaceful and embarked on the road
to prosperity. That is why we hope
that foreign companies will come to
the Kurdistan Region and make it
a springboard for expanding to the
rest of Iraq”.

The Prime Minister, Nechirvan
Barzani, for his part stressed that
so far interest was mainly in
Kurdistan’s natural resources and
its trade. However other eco-
nomic sectors offered a wide
range of activities, such agricul-
ture, tourism, industry, inf ra-
structures and the financial sec-
tor. He assured the Ambassador
for his help so that Kurdistan
and Canada could be linked in
closer f riendship and become
trading partners.

• IRAN: ELEVEN TRADE
UNION ACTIVISTS SEN-
TENCED TO FLOGGING.
At Sanandaj, in Iranian Kurdis-

tan, eleven activists campaigning
for the right to work were sen-
tenced to flogging for “disturbing
the public order and taking part in
an unauthorised demonstration”.
The condemned men, in addi-
tion to 91 days jail, shall receive
ten strokes of the whip for hav-

ing demonstrated on May 1st

2007. Two of them had even
been sentenced to two and a half
years imprisonment until this
penalty was commuted to ten
blows of the whip and a fine of
200,000 tomans ($200).

Khaled Savari, head of the
National Union of sacked and
unemployed workers, was also
sentenced to ten strokes of the
whip, as he explained on Farda
Radio: “What crime did we com-
mit? Did we break doors or win-
dows? Burn cars? All we did was
to complain about our wages and
other problems connected with
work in f ront of  the Labour
Exchange”.

The activists attacked this sen-
tence, made in an economic con-
text that was becoming increas-
ingly difficult for workers. For
the last two years, protest move-
ments have been repressed with
increasing severity by the Iranian
State. Many protesters have
already been detained, impris-
oned or intimidated. However,
this is the first time that the sen-
tence of whipping has been car-
ried out. Shirine Ebadi, Director
of the Human Rights Defence
Centre in Teheran and Nobel
Peace Prize winner, judged these
sentences alarming and recalled,
also on Farda Radio, that physi-
cal punishments, such as stoning,
flogging or amputation of hands,
were strictly forbidden by the
International Convention
against Torture. 

• AKRE PRISON IS TO BE
CLOSED. Following on an
unfavourable report by Human
Rights Watch in July 2007 on
the conditions of detention of
prisoners in Iraqi Kurdistan, the
Prime Minister made clear his
“energetic” support for the
Human Rights Defence organi-
sation and announced “impend-
ing measures”.

Seven months after the publica-
tion of the report, the Kurdistan
Human Rights Minister, Shwan
Muhammad Aziz, has just
decided to close Akre Prison and
build two prisons more in con-
formity with the criteria required
by the International Prison
Observatory. The Minister also
announced that prisons in Kur-
distan Region would, hence-
forth, be answerable to the Min-
ister of Labour and Social
Affairs. Shwan Muhammad
Aziz presented this series of
measures as “a vital advance
towards understanding and identi-
fying the tasks to be undertaken to
carry out this reform”.

•  TURKEY IS AGAIN
FOUND GUILTY BY THE
STRASBOURG HUMAN
RIGHTS COURT. The Euro-
pean Court for human Rights
found Turkey guilty of the death
of Mazlum Mansuroglu, 24 years
of age, during a raid in 1996 by
security forces hunting for PKK
activists. He was arrested in his
home, at Tunceli, at that time
under Emergency Law. Later his
body was shown, together with
those of the two activists sought,
by the Turkish authorities who
affirmed that Mazlum
Mansuroglu had been killed dur-
ing an armed clash with the
Turkish forces.
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However, his family has always
disputed this version, affirming
that he had been executed.

The European Court considered
that “the responsibility of the State
is certainly involved, in the absence
of its being able to establish that the
lethal force used against Mazlum

Mansuroglu did not go beyond
what was necessary” and that the
“the failure to control by regula-
tions the actions of the States agents
and abandoning them to arbitrari-
ness are incompatible with effective
observance of Human Rights”. 

The judges also recognised the

ill treatment of the victim’s
mother, Emine Mansuroglu,
when she tried to prevent the
arrest of her son. 

Turkey was sentenced to paying
nearly 27,000 euros in moral and
material damages to the victim’s
relatives.
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Veiled Hostility
Turkey's struggle over head scarves is about
history, class and what it means to be modern
BY PELIN TURGUT/ISTANBUL

I MAY BE PART OF THE MILDLY APATHETIC GLOBAL

Gen X brigade, but like many an urban Turk, I was
raised on a solid diet ofmodernist mantras. The

secular zeal ofTurkey's nation-builders runs in my
blood. As an air force pilot, my grandfather fought
alongside Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, modern Turkey's
founder, in the country's war for independence. After it
was won in 1923, his job was to help build Turkey's first
fleet ofbiplanes. My grandmother was what's called
an "Ataturk girl" like many others, she was put on a
train to Germany, on her own at age 13, and told to study
because the nascent republic needed educated women.
Needless to say, they did not wear head scarves. Indeed,
the fervor with which they spurned them explains a lot
about the conflict now, as the government seeks to lift a
ban on wearing them at universities.

To that generation of reformers, the West was the
shiny future, progress the ultimate good. English and
French were spoken round the dinner table, and the
women gathered to knit the latest Paris fashions. These
children ofa revolution dreamed of a westernized
Turkey, and naively believed a little social engineering
would get them there. Modernity was their religion.

My last relative of that generation, a great-aunt,
died recently in Ankara. In her lifetime, the capital's
population went from 75,000 to 4 million, swelled
by inflows of rural migrants looking for a better life.
In time, a pious and conservative urban middle class
emerged, and with it a different vision ofTurkey's fu¬

ture. Ataturk's palace is now occupied by a former Islam¬
ist, whose wife wears a head scarf.

Predictably, my great-aunt didn't cope well with the
changes. To her, Ataturk's most profound legacy was to
get women out of their veils and their homes. She was
unable to understand why anyone would choose to wear
a head scarf. For her, being modern and wearing a head
scarfwere incompatible; my live-and-let-live attitude
infuriated her.

To most Americans and Europeans, the head-scarf
issue is a no-brainer. In a functioning democracy, an
18-year-old has the right to attend university dressed
however she chooses. That much is indisputable. By
lifting the ban, Turkey will have righted a wrong that
has been a thorn in its side for far too long.

But the current clash over the ban isn't just about
democracy. It is also a reflection of class struggle between
the old élite (the "White Turks") and a new ruling class.
At an upscale shopping mall in Istanbul last week, I over¬
heard a group of teenage girls with big hair and designer
jeans proclaim loudly as two head-scarved young women
approached: "Why do they have to come here? Can't they
go somewhere else?" That's the ugly face ofsecularist
snobbery. Some university professors have even declared
they won't teach head-scarved students, while Deniz

[ye 23Nisan ' §?
Harking DacK Many Turks dismiss head scarves as a relic ofthe past

Baykal, leader of the opposition Republican People's
Party, speaks of the head scarf in militaristic terms as a

"uniform imposed by outside forces."
But in rejecting that intolerance, let's not kid our¬

selves that Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan is a

champion ofwomen's rights. I have attended meetings
where his Justice and Development Party (akp) depu¬
ties chose not to shake my hand simply because I'm a

woman. I know that hardly any of the akp deputies have
wives who work; when one of them sought to file charges
against her husband for allegedly beating her, she was
quickly dissuaded. I have watched Erdogan's daughter
(who studied in the U.S. because of the ban) come home,
get married and disappear. There was not a single female
MP on the commission that drafted the current constitu¬
tional amendment ... about women!

Erdogan seized on the chance to lift this ban with an
enthusiasm that he hasn't shown for any of the many
other democratic reforms Turkey needs. The govern¬
ment has shelved plans to lift Article 301, which makes
it a crime to denigrate "Turkishness," under which
writers and intellectuals like Nobel prizewinner Orhan
Pamuk have been tried. Erdogan has made little progress
in addressing the grievances ofTurkey's Kurdish minor¬
ity. If he is really out to prove his democratic mettle,
these are the kinds of issues he needs to address.

Turkey is facing a reality check. Both the secularist
hardliners and the overzealous akp must face the fact
that democracy is messy. Turkeymust learn to trust in its
institutions and civil society, and be tolerant of difference.
My grandparents' generation mustered great courage to
make Turkey into a modern country. Now my generation,
both secular and veiled, has to gather that same dedica¬
tion to the pressing task ofmaking it democratic, too.
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TURKISH TROOPS ENTER NORTH IRAQ
By AP/CHRISTOPHER TORCHIA

(ISTANBUL, Turkey) Turkish troops
have launched a ground incursion across the
border into Iraq in pursuit of separatist Kurd¬
ish rebels, the military said Friday a move
that dramatically escalates Turkey's conflict
with the militants.
It is the first confirmed ground operation by
the Turkish military into Iraq since the U.S.-
led invasion that toppled Saddam Hussein. It
also raised concerns that it could trigger a

wider conflict with the U.S .-backed Iraqi
Kurds, despite Turkish assurances that its
only target was the Kurdistan Workers Party,
or PKK.

The ground operation started after Turkish
warplanes and artillery bombed suspected
rebel targets on Thursday, the military said
on its Web site. The ground incursion was
backed by the Air Force, the statement said.

Turkey has conducted air raids against the
PKK guerrillas in northern Iraq since Decem¬
ber, with the help of U.S. intelligence, and it
has periodically carried out so-called "hot
pursuits" in which small units sometimes
spend only a few hours inside Iraq.
The announcement of a cross-border, ground
incursion of a type that Turkey carried out
before the U.S. -led invasion of Iraq in 2003
was a major development in the conflict,
which started in 1984 and has claimed as
many as 40,000 lives.

The Kurdish militants are fighting for auton¬
omy in Turkey's predominantly Kurdish
southeast, and have carried out attacks on
Turkish targets from bases in northern Iraq.
The U.S. and the European Union consider
the PKK a terrorist organization.
"The Turkish Armed Forces, which values
Iraq's territorial integrity and its stability, will
return as soon as planned goals are achieved,"
the military said. "The executed operation will
prevent the region from being a permanent
and safe base for the terrorists and will con¬
tribute to Iraq's stability and internal peace."

Private NTV television said 10,000 troops
were taking part in the offensive and had
penetrated six miles into Iraq.
The state-run Anatolia agency reported that
warplanes were seen taking off from the air

base in Diyarbakir in southeast Turkey. It said
planes and helicopters were conducting re¬
connaissance flights over the border region,
and that military units were
deployed at the border to
prevent rebel infiltration.
Dogan News Agency re¬
ported that the Habur bor¬
der crossing, a major con¬
duit for trade between Iraq
and Turkey, was closed to
vehicle traffic.
CNN-Turk television, how¬
ever, quoted Deputy Prime
Minister Hayati Yazici as
saying the border gate was
not closed but that priority
was being given to Turkish
military vehicles. Trucks
routinely ferry supplies
bound for U.S. military
bases in Iraq through the Habur crossing.
Rear Adm. Gregory Smith, a U.S. spokesman
in Iraq, said the military had received assur¬
ances from its NATO ally Turkey that it would
do everything possible to avoid "collateral
damage" to innocent civilians or infrastruc¬
ture.

"Multi-National Forces-Iraq is aware Turkish
ground forces have entered into northern
Iraq, for what we understand is an operation
of limited duration to specifically target PKK
terrorists in that region," Smith said in a

statement.

"The United States continues to support
Turkey's right to defend itself from the terror¬
ist activities of the PKK and has encouraged
Turkey to use all available means, to include
diplomacy and close coordination with the
Government of Iraq to ultimately resolve this
issue," he added.
Turkish President Abdullah Gul spoke with
his Iraqi counterpart Jalal Talabani late
Thursday and gave him information about the
goals of the operation, Gul's office said. Gul
also invited Talabani to visit Turkey.
The military said its target was PKK rebels
and that it does not want to harm civilians
"and other local groups that do not act in
enmity against the Turkish Armed Forces."

Nihat Ali Ozcan, a terrorism expert with the
research center TEPAV, said the operation
was launched at this time to hit the group
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before any infiltration by rebels into Turkey
in the spring, the traditional start of the fight¬
ing season.

"I think it is aimed to keep the PKK under
pressure before the group starts entering
Turkey," he said on CNN-Turk television.
Iraqi border forces officer Col. Hussein Tamer
said Turkish shelling on Thursday hit several
Kurdish villages in the Sedafan area, some 20
miles from the border.
Fouad Hussein, a spokesman for the semiau¬
tonomous Kurdish government in Iraq, said
the Kurdish Peshmerga forces had been put
on alert.
He said Iraqi Kurdish forces also had tight¬
ened security around bases housing Turkish
military monitors operating in northern Iraq
with permission from local authorities under
a 1996 agreement.

"The government of Kurdistan ordered the
Peshmerga forces to be on alert in fear of any
Turkish incursion on Iraqi territory," he said,
claiming that Turkish military monitors had
tried to leave their bases in violation of the
accord.
"Those troops tried to move out, but the
Peshmerga forces forced them to return to
their camps within half an hour," he said.
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US military says
Iraq is limited and

Associated Press BAGHDAD
The U.S. military said Friday it understands a Turkish incur¬

sion into northern Iraq "is an operation of limited dura¬
tion" specifically targeting Kurdish rebels.
The statement came after the Turkish military said on its Web
site that it had sent ground forces across the border into Iraq
in pursuit of Kurdish rebels after Turkish warplanes and artil¬
lery bombed suspected rebel targets.
Rear Adm. Gregory Smith, a U.S. spokesman in Iraq, said the
military had received assurances from its NATO ally Turkey that
it would do everything possible to avoid "collateral damage to
innocent civilians or Kurdish infrastructure."

Turkish incursion in northern
aimed at Kurdish rebels

He said the Turkish operation was specifically targeting mem¬
bers of the Kurdistan Workers Party, or PKK.

"Multi-National Forces-Iraq is aware Turkish ground forces have
entered into northern Iraq, for what we understand is an op¬
eration of limited duration to specifically target PKK terrorists in
that region," Smith said in an e-mailed statement.
"The United States continues to support Turkey's right to de¬
fend itself from the terrorist activities of the PKK and has en¬
couraged Turkey to use all available means, to include diplo¬
macy and close coordination with the Government of Iraq to
ultimately resolve this issue," he added.
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TURKISH TROOPS ENTER NORTH IRAQ
By AP/CHRISTOPHER TORCHIA
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rebel targets on Thursday, the military said
on its Web site. The ground incursion was
backed by the Air Force, the statement said.

Turkey has conducted air raids against the
PKK guerrillas in northern Iraq since Decem¬
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"The Turkish Armed Forces, which values
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base in Diyarbakir in southeast Turkey. It said
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not closed but that priority
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bases in Iraq through the Habur crossing.
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"Multi-National Forces-Iraq is aware Turkish
ground forces have entered into northern
Iraq, for what we understand is an operation
of limited duration to specifically target PKK
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statement.

"The United States continues to support
Turkey's right to defend itself from the terror¬
ist activities of the PKK and has encouraged
Turkey to use all available means, to include
diplomacy and close coordination with the
Government of Iraq to ultimately resolve this
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Turkish President Abdullah Gul spoke with
his Iraqi counterpart Jalal Talabani late
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before any infiltration by rebels into Turkey
in the spring, the traditional start of the fight¬
ing season.

"I think it is aimed to keep the PKK under
pressure before the group starts entering
Turkey," he said on CNN-Turk television.
Iraqi border forces officer Col. Hussein Tamer
said Turkish shelling on Thursday hit several
Kurdish villages in the Sedafan area, some 20
miles from the border.
Fouad Hussein, a spokesman for the semiau¬
tonomous Kurdish government in Iraq, said
the Kurdish Peshmerga forces had been put
on alert.
He said Iraqi Kurdish forces also had tight¬
ened security around bases housing Turkish
military monitors operating in northern Iraq
with permission from local authorities under
a 1996 agreement.

"The government of Kurdistan ordered the
Peshmerga forces to be on alert in fear of any
Turkish incursion on Iraqi territory," he said,
claiming that Turkish military monitors had
tried to leave their bases in violation of the
accord.
"Those troops tried to move out, but the
Peshmerga forces forced them to return to
their camps within half an hour," he said.
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US military says
Iraq is limited and

Associated Press BAGHDAD
The U.S. military said Friday it understands a Turkish incur¬
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Rear Adm. Gregory Smith, a U.S. spokesman in Iraq, said the
military had received assurances from its NATO ally Turkey that
it would do everything possible to avoid "collateral damage to
innocent civilians or Kurdish infrastructure."

Turkish incursion in northern
aimed at Kurdish rebels

He said the Turkish operation was specifically targeting mem¬
bers of the Kurdistan Workers Party, or PKK.

"Multi-National Forces-Iraq is aware Turkish ground forces have
entered into northern Iraq, for what we understand is an op¬
eration of limited duration to specifically target PKK terrorists in
that region," Smith said in an e-mailed statement.
"The United States continues to support Turkey's right to de¬
fend itself from the terrorist activities of the PKK and has en¬
couraged Turkey to use all available means, to include diplo¬
macy and close coordination with the Government of Iraq to
ultimately resolve this issue," he added.
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ms Anaetes ©mes February 23, 2008 TURKEY INVADES KURDISH IRAQ
IN BATTLE WITH REBELS

Its fight with PKK separatists crosses the border, drawing an angry response from Iraqi leaders.
The White House knew in advance of the offensive.

By Tina Susman and Yesim Comert

Special to The Times

BAGHDAD Turkish troops clashed with Kurdish

militants in the snowy mountains of northern Iraq

on Friday after staging an invasion, the most serious

offensive in years in Turkey's conflict with anti-

government rebels.

Iraq's government reacted angrily, demanding the

troops' withdrawal and accusing Turkey of destroying

five bridges in violation of its pledge to target only rebel
bases. The White House confirmed that it knew in

advance of the invasion.

The offensive could inflame ethnic tensions in what has
been the most peaceful region of Iraq. Iraqi Kurds

sympathize with their Turkish brethren's quest for
autonomy and want to expand Iraq's own semiautono¬

mous Kurdistan region. But Arabs in the north fear

greater Kurdish clout will sideline them.

There were conflicting accounts on the scope of the
operation, which began Thursday night. Turkish media

said 10,000 troops were on the move and had gone
about six miles into Iraq to pursue guerrillas from the
Kurdistan Workers Party, or PKK, who use the border
region to launch raids on Turkish forces. The media

indicated about 60 tanks had crossed the border, but
some had returned to Turkey by Friday afternoon. The
operation reportedly centered on the Hakurk region

south of the Turkish city of Cukurca.

Rebels said the Turkish claims were exaggerated and
reported that two Turkish troops had been killed in

clashes.

"We don't think there are as many as 10,000. Probably
a lot less," said Fozdar Aresta, a rebel leader. Aresta
said Thursday's aerial bombardments had been "very

heavy" and that clashes continued Friday. "We have the
men and weaponry to face them," he said.

There was no way to independently confirm either

side's claims.

Turkey's military posted photographs on its official

website showing troops clad in heavy boots trekking
across a snow-covered landscape. In one photograph,

a soldier propped his weapon over a giant snow mound.

In another, a line of troops walked single-file along a

slushy road.

Turkey's prime minister, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, said

the military "will rapidly return [to Turkey] as soon as it

reaches its aim," which he said was the elimination of
PKK hide-outs.

In Washington, White House spokesman Scott Stanzel

confirmed that Turkey, a NATO ally, had notified the
U.S. of its plan, and he suggested that the United

States had shared intelligence with Turkey before the

movement.

Washington considers the PKK a terrorist organization
and has said Turkey has the right to defend itself
against guerrilla attacks.

The conflict, which began when PKK rebels took up

arms against Turkey's government in 1984, has put
Washington in an awkward position as it juggles its

alliance with Turkey with its need to keep peace in

northern Iraq. Some Iraqi Kurdish political leaders have

pressed the United States to intervene militarily in the
situation, but it has limited its involvement to urging a

diplomatic solution.

"We urged [Turkey] to work directly also with the Iraqis,

including Kurdish government officials, in determining

how best to address the threat of the PKK," Stanzel
said.

Tensions have been building in the region since Octo¬

ber, when Turkey sent as many as 100,000 troops to

the border to counter increased PKK raids. Since then,

there have been several aerial attacks and one minor

ground incursion involving about 300 troops.

The latest invasion was the biggest since U.S. forces

moved into Iraq in 2003.

"It is a serious escalation, no doubt," Iraq's foreign
minister, Hoshyar Zebari, said on AI Arabiya TV in Iraq.

He said Turkish forces had destroyed five bridges,

"contrary to the promises made by the Americans or

other sides that the Turkish forces won't target the

infrastructure or population."

"The situation is sensitive, delicate, and very tense,"
Zebari said. "We fear some military mistakes might
happen in the sites or targets and lead to unfavorable

consequences for all sides."

The Kurdistan regional government also protested the
Turkish actions. "This is against international protocols,

and it is a violation of international laws," spokesman
Fouad Hussein said. He warned that if Turkish troops
hit civilian areas, Iraqi Kurdish forces "would answer
those attacks."

Maj. Gen. Jabbar Yawir, a Kurdistan military official,

said about 2,000 Iraqi Kurdish forces had been moved

to the border region "just in case of confrontations."

Elsewhere on Friday, police in Baghdad announced an

indefinite ban on animal-drawn carts after a bomb

hidden inside one killed three people and injured seven
in the capital's Karada neighborhood. The cart was
attached to a horse, which also died.

In the western province of Anbar, a suicide bomber
killed four people in Ferris, about 15 miles south of
Fallouja, U.S. officials said. The U.S. military said the
bomber was waved through a checkpoint near a

mosque, then walked up to two Iraqi police officers,

hugged them, and detonated his explosives.

The military said three policemen and one civilian died.

Iraqi police said four civilians died. There was no

explanation for the discrepancy.

Ap Associated Press GATES: TURKEY RAID WONT SOLVE PROBLEMS
February 23. 2008 | By LOLITA C. BALDOR
CANBERRA, Australia (AP) Turkey's military assault
into northern Iraq will not solve the terrorist problem
there, Defense Secretary Robert Gates said Sunday, call¬
ing for greater political and economic initiatives by the
Turks to win over supporters of the Kurdish rebels.
Speaking as the Turkish military continued its first major
ground incursion into Iraq since 2003, Gates said it will take a
broader approach, similar to U.S. and coalition efforts in Iraq
and Afghanistan, to erode support for the rebel Kurdistan Work¬
ers' Party, or PKK, in northern Iraq.
"I think all our experience in Iraq and Afghanistan shows us
that while dealing with a terrorist problem does require security
operations, it also requires economic and political initiatives,"
Gates told reporters. He said a consistent message from the
U.S. to the Turkish government is that military efforts must be
supplemented by other political and economic outreach to
Kurds.
"After a certain point people become inured to military attacks,"
he said, "and if you don't blend them with these kinds of non-
military initiatives, then at a certain point the military efforts
become less and less effective."
Gates, who is wrapping up a three-day visit to Australia, said

the U.S. has continued
to provide the Turks
with intelligence for its
military operations.
And, noting that Tur¬
key warned the U.S.-
backed Iraqi govern¬
ment of the incursion,
he said such communi¬
cation and coordina¬
tion must continue.
"In terms of the cur¬
rent operation," Gates added, "I would hope it would be short,
that it would be precise and avoid the loss of innocent life, and
that they leave as quickly as they can accomplish the mission."
He would not specify how soon he hoped the Turks would halt
the assault, saying only, "The shorter the better."
The Turks have consistently complained that the Iraqis and the
U.S. have not done enough to combat the PKK's guerrilla opera¬
tions, as rebels carry out attacks on Turkey from bases in the
heavily mountainous Kurdish region in Iraq. The rebels have
been fighting for autonomy for more than 20 years.
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KLRDISf [GLfeBBE 24 February 2008 KURDISH PESHMARGA
MOVES TO DOHUK

Some 2000 Kurdish Peshmarga forces moved to the Iraqi-Turkish borders.
Some 2000 Kurdish

Peshmarga forces from the
Autonomous Region of Kurdis¬
tan on Friday moved from the

northern Iraqi city of Erbil to
the Iraqi-Turkish borders pre¬
pared for further attacks with
the Turkish army, Kurdish

Peshmarga sources
said.
"Additional Kurdish

troops were sent to the
city of Dohuk to support
the already existing
forces there, after Turk¬
ish forces had attacked
the eastern part of the
city," the source said.

He added the Kurds
were preparing for a

sudden military operation
against the Turks.

On Thursday, Turkish artillery
shelled Kurdish rebel positions
in northern Iraq while Turkish
warplanes hovered over the
area.

Warplanes have been flying
overnight into the early hours
at low altitudes over several
areas in northern Iraq, includ¬
ing Safa Qandil, Qalit Duza,
Zarwa, Sinsakir and Raniya,
Iraq's Patriotic Union of Kurdis¬
tan (PUK) said on its website,
quoting a local official.

Turkey has carried out regular
cross-border airstrikes and
small- scale operations target¬
ing positions of the separatist
Kurdistan's Workers' Party
(PKK) rebels.

The PKK, which is designated
as a terrorist organization by
the United States and the
European Union, has been
fighting for a separate home¬
land for Turkey's Kurdish mi¬
nority. The Turkish army is
preparing for a big offensive in
northern Iraq in the spring,
according to reports

February 24. 2008

KURDISH SOLDIERS IN IRAQ CAUGHT BETWEEN
COMPETING ALLEGIANCES

By Joshua Partlow and Ellen KnickmeyerWashington Post Foreign ServiceSunday

BALINDA, Iraq, Feb. 23 - The Iraqi
Kurdish soldiers stood at the edge of

the collapsed steel bridge and looked
down into the teal waters rushing below.
The last sign of the Iraqi government, a

small border checkpoint, was far behind
them down in the river valley.
Ahead were snow-dusted mountains,
abandoned villages and more bridges
bombed by Turkish warplanes. The sol¬
diers were at least 15 miles from Turkey's
border. They could go no farther.
It is in these rugged, largely inaccessible
mountains along the border, an area in¬
side Iraq but uncontrolled by any nation,
that Turkish soldiers are fighting Kurdish
guerrillas. For the third day, Turkish at¬
tack helicopters and artillery bombarded
guerrilla bases inside Iraq, blasting cave
hideouts, arms caches and antiaircraft
positions, Turkey's military said Saturday.
Although the Turkish government is de¬
scribing the military incursion as a limited
operation that will end as quickly as pos¬
sible, it is the first major ground incursion
into Iraq since Saddam Hussein's govern¬
ment fell in April 2003. U.S. and Iraqi
officials estimate that 500 to 1,000 Turk¬
ish soldiers are involved, but Turkish news
reports put the number as high as 10,000.
Turkey said it has killed at least 79 guer¬
rillas and lost seven soldiers.
For the Kurdish soldiers who control most
of northern Iraq, the violence along the
border has put them in an increasingly
uncomfortable position. They said the
recent bombing campaigns have targeted
Kurdish civilians in villages that are often
far from the bases of the guerrilla group,
known as the Kurdistan Workers' Party, or
PKK. The group, which uses a corner of
northern Iraq as a base, seeks greater
autonomy for Kurds in Turkey.

Local officials in northern Iraq said thou¬
sands of farmers, shepherds and villagers
fled south during the months of bombing
that preceded this week's ground incur¬
sion. The Iraqi Kurdish soldiers, known as
the pesh merga, have spread out across
the northern region and are on high alert,
awaiting orders from their commanders,
soldiers said.
"The Turkish army doesn't have the right
to come into our country. What they are
doing is against the law," Maj. Hussein
Jafar, a pesh merga officer, said at the
edge of the destroyed Avamarke bridge, a
roughly 40-yard span built in 2004 that
was blasted by Turkish missiles on Thurs¬
day, according to residents and local offi¬
cials. It was one of five bridges in the
border region destroyed in the Turkish
bombardments, Kurdish soldiers said.
"They bombed the bridge because they
say there are PKK in this area, but actu¬
ally the PKK are very far from here. They
want to destroy the economy of our coun¬
try," Jafar said.
Many pesh merga soldiers risked their
lives defending Kurdish territory from
Hussein's forces, and they say Turkey's
offensive is a violation of their sover¬
eignty. Several said that they are upset
that the U.S. and Iraqi governments have
largely condoned Turkey's attacks on the
PKK and that they are prepared to defend
their people if Turkey continues its ad¬
vance. The United States and Turkey
consider the PKK a terrorist organization.
"If Turkey comes farther than they are
now, then 100 percent we will stop them,"
said Maj. Gen. Hashim Sitae, a pesh
merga commander in the northern city of
Dahuk.
In a statement on its Web site, the Kurdis¬
tan Regional Government offered no sup

port for the PKK but condemned the Turk¬
ish military operations, saying it was "im¬
perative that Turkey immediately with¬
draw its military forces from the Kurdistan
Region in Iraq." The statement called on
the United States to help stop the offen¬
sive.
"The Turkish army came into Iraq and hit
our villages and hit our civilians, and we
have to be ready to protect them," said
Col. Humaid Muhammed Abdullah, a pesh
merga officer in Dahuk. "We are waiting
for the Americans to do something to
solve this situation."
Turkey's military released few details of
the fighting Saturday, saying only that
Turkish forces were battling Kurdish guer¬
rillas in four areas in Iraq's Kurdish north.
The military said on its Web site that the
guerrillas were trying to flee south in a

"panicked state."
The news dominated Turkish television,
which broadcast clip after clip of Turkish
soldiers in white winter camouflage rolling
up mountains in open-sided trucks. Crawls
across television screens provided a run¬
ning tally of the military's figure for guer¬
rillas killed. Turkish news media said the
country's jets were striking as far as 10
miles into northern Iraq.
A PKK spokesman, Ahmed Denize, said
small teams of PKK fighters continued to
strike the Turkish military in quick am¬
bushes from multiple locations. He said
that the fighters had taken the corpses of
15 Turkish soldiers, a claim that could not
be verified.
Many of the mountain bases hit by Tur¬
key's military were probably only sparsely
populated by the guerrillas, who often
leave their mountain camps to spend
winters in lower-lying villages. Turkey's
government approved a cross-border
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The last sign of the Iraqi government, a

small border checkpoint, was far behind
them down in the river valley.
Ahead were snow-dusted mountains,
abandoned villages and more bridges
bombed by Turkish warplanes. The sol¬
diers were at least 15 miles from Turkey's
border. They could go no farther.
It is in these rugged, largely inaccessible
mountains along the border, an area in¬
side Iraq but uncontrolled by any nation,
that Turkish soldiers are fighting Kurdish
guerrillas. For the third day, Turkish at¬
tack helicopters and artillery bombarded
guerrilla bases inside Iraq, blasting cave
hideouts, arms caches and antiaircraft
positions, Turkey's military said Saturday.
Although the Turkish government is de¬
scribing the military incursion as a limited
operation that will end as quickly as pos¬
sible, it is the first major ground incursion
into Iraq since Saddam Hussein's govern¬
ment fell in April 2003. U.S. and Iraqi
officials estimate that 500 to 1,000 Turk¬
ish soldiers are involved, but Turkish news
reports put the number as high as 10,000.
Turkey said it has killed at least 79 guer¬
rillas and lost seven soldiers.
For the Kurdish soldiers who control most
of northern Iraq, the violence along the
border has put them in an increasingly
uncomfortable position. They said the
recent bombing campaigns have targeted
Kurdish civilians in villages that are often
far from the bases of the guerrilla group,
known as the Kurdistan Workers' Party, or
PKK. The group, which uses a corner of
northern Iraq as a base, seeks greater
autonomy for Kurds in Turkey.

Local officials in northern Iraq said thou¬
sands of farmers, shepherds and villagers
fled south during the months of bombing
that preceded this week's ground incur¬
sion. The Iraqi Kurdish soldiers, known as
the pesh merga, have spread out across
the northern region and are on high alert,
awaiting orders from their commanders,
soldiers said.
"The Turkish army doesn't have the right
to come into our country. What they are
doing is against the law," Maj. Hussein
Jafar, a pesh merga officer, said at the
edge of the destroyed Avamarke bridge, a
roughly 40-yard span built in 2004 that
was blasted by Turkish missiles on Thurs¬
day, according to residents and local offi¬
cials. It was one of five bridges in the
border region destroyed in the Turkish
bombardments, Kurdish soldiers said.
"They bombed the bridge because they
say there are PKK in this area, but actu¬
ally the PKK are very far from here. They
want to destroy the economy of our coun¬
try," Jafar said.
Many pesh merga soldiers risked their
lives defending Kurdish territory from
Hussein's forces, and they say Turkey's
offensive is a violation of their sover¬
eignty. Several said that they are upset
that the U.S. and Iraqi governments have
largely condoned Turkey's attacks on the
PKK and that they are prepared to defend
their people if Turkey continues its ad¬
vance. The United States and Turkey
consider the PKK a terrorist organization.
"If Turkey comes farther than they are
now, then 100 percent we will stop them,"
said Maj. Gen. Hashim Sitae, a pesh
merga commander in the northern city of
Dahuk.
In a statement on its Web site, the Kurdis¬
tan Regional Government offered no sup

port for the PKK but condemned the Turk¬
ish military operations, saying it was "im¬
perative that Turkey immediately with¬
draw its military forces from the Kurdistan
Region in Iraq." The statement called on
the United States to help stop the offen¬
sive.
"The Turkish army came into Iraq and hit
our villages and hit our civilians, and we
have to be ready to protect them," said
Col. Humaid Muhammed Abdullah, a pesh
merga officer in Dahuk. "We are waiting
for the Americans to do something to
solve this situation."
Turkey's military released few details of
the fighting Saturday, saying only that
Turkish forces were battling Kurdish guer¬
rillas in four areas in Iraq's Kurdish north.
The military said on its Web site that the
guerrillas were trying to flee south in a

"panicked state."
The news dominated Turkish television,
which broadcast clip after clip of Turkish
soldiers in white winter camouflage rolling
up mountains in open-sided trucks. Crawls
across television screens provided a run¬
ning tally of the military's figure for guer¬
rillas killed. Turkish news media said the
country's jets were striking as far as 10
miles into northern Iraq.
A PKK spokesman, Ahmed Denize, said
small teams of PKK fighters continued to
strike the Turkish military in quick am¬
bushes from multiple locations. He said
that the fighters had taken the corpses of
15 Turkish soldiers, a claim that could not
be verified.
Many of the mountain bases hit by Tur¬
key's military were probably only sparsely
populated by the guerrillas, who often
leave their mountain camps to spend
winters in lower-lying villages. Turkey's
government approved a cross-border
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incursion last year, and an early spring
offensive such as the one launched Thurs¬
day had been widely expected, giving
rebels months to prepare. The Kurdish
government has effectively allowed the
PKK to create a mini-state along the bor¬
der where they can live unchallenged.
Sardar Kakameen, the mayor of Deralouk,
a Kurdish town in northern Iraq near the
border, said that the bombing campaign in
recent months has been the most intense
he has seen and that more than 100 vil¬
lages have emptied out as residents have
moved in with relatives in his city and in
neighboring areas.
"Because of the bombing, there is nobody

left in the area," he said. "The civilian
people are the ones who have suffered the
most from this bombing."
Three days ago, mortar shells began to
rain down on the tree farms and apple
orchards in Hish, a predominantly Chris¬
tian village along the border, residents
said.
"The bombing came down directly in our
area, it was very strong," said Fual
Hoshaba Kashool, 43, a farmer from the
village. Kashool and his family, 12 people
in all, fled on foot at dawn to the nearby
town of Sheladeze. The next day, the
Avamarke bridge was destroyed, cutting
off the one road to home.

"Fortunately, all the humans were safe;
we ran away, but our lands were de¬
stroyed," Kashool said. "And now our
problem is we left all our belongings on
the other side of the bridge and we can't
bring them back."
Another villager who fled, Abdul Rahman
Piro, 50, said he believed that Turkey
wanted to drive out all civilians from the
area. "There is no difference between us
and the PKK to them," he said. "We are all
Kurds."
Knickmeyer reported from Istanbul. Spe¬
cial correspondent Dlovan Brwari in
Balinda contributed to this report.

nuns news 24 February 2008.

Turkey admits loss of helicopter
Turkey says that one of its helicopters taking part in an offensive against Kurdish

rebels in northern Iraq has been destroyed near the border.
t said the incident happened "due to an unknown reason".I Earlier, Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) rebels claimed to have

shot down a Turkish helicopter.
Turkey says more than 112 PKK militants have been killed as
well as 15 of its own soldiers in three days of fighting.
Iraq has urged Turkey to withdraw its forces and hold talks on
the PKK issue.
And the US has called on Turkey to keep its military campaign as
short as possible.
The Turkish authorities launched the cross-border attack on
Thursday night, after accusing the Iraqi government of failing
to stop members of the PKK from using the area as a safe ha¬
ven.

More than 30,000 people have been killed since the PKK began
fighting for a Kurdish homeland in south-eastern Turkey in 1984.
The US, the EU and Turkey consider the PKK to be a terrorist
organisation.

The PKK disputes that, claiming that it has killed 47 Turkish
troops.

Ahmed Danees, head of foreign relations for the PKK, said his
group had on Saturday shot down a Turkish Cobra attack heli

copter.

He added that this had happened in the remote Chamsku area,
close to the border.
Escalation threat
In its latest internet statement, the Turkish military says its
ground troops, supported by fighter jets and helicopter gunships,
are fighting PKK separatists in three locations inside northern
Iraq.

It says that that over 60 PKK targets, including shelters and
weapons stores, have been destroyed and that PKK militant are
retreating to the south.
The BBC's Sarah Rainsford in Turkey says that if that is true and
Turkish troops follow them, the danger of the conflict spreading
will increase.
Iraqi-Kurdish Peshmerga have already vowed massive resistance
if local civilians are harmed.
Political measures
Iraq's government on Sunday renewed a call for Turkey to re¬
move its troops from Iraqi territory "as soon as possible," calling
the offensive "a threat to the stability of the region and a viola¬
tion of Iraq's sovereignty".
Speaking at the end of a visit to Australia, US Defence Secretary
Robert Gates said military strikes by Turkey would not be
enough on their own to end the long-running dispute with Kurd¬
ish rebels.
He said Ankara should employ political and economic measures
to i solate the PKK and erode its support base.
He said America's experiences in Iraq and Afghanistan showed
that military muscle should be complemented by efforts to ad¬
dress grievances held by minority groups.
"These economic and political measures are really important
because after a certain point people become inured to military
attacks," he said.
"And if you don't blend them with these kinds of non-military
initiatives then at a certain point the military efforts become less
and less effective."
The American defence secretary will deliver his advice in person
when he travels to Ankara next week.
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problem is we left all our belongings on
the other side of the bridge and we can't
bring them back."
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Turkey says more than 112 PKK militants have been killed as
well as 15 of its own soldiers in three days of fighting.
Iraq has urged Turkey to withdraw its forces and hold talks on
the PKK issue.
And the US has called on Turkey to keep its military campaign as
short as possible.
The Turkish authorities launched the cross-border attack on
Thursday night, after accusing the Iraqi government of failing
to stop members of the PKK from using the area as a safe ha¬
ven.
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fighting for a Kurdish homeland in south-eastern Turkey in 1984.
The US, the EU and Turkey consider the PKK to be a terrorist
organisation.

The PKK disputes that, claiming that it has killed 47 Turkish
troops.

Ahmed Danees, head of foreign relations for the PKK, said his
group had on Saturday shot down a Turkish Cobra attack heli

copter.

He added that this had happened in the remote Chamsku area,
close to the border.
Escalation threat
In its latest internet statement, the Turkish military says its
ground troops, supported by fighter jets and helicopter gunships,
are fighting PKK separatists in three locations inside northern
Iraq.

It says that that over 60 PKK targets, including shelters and
weapons stores, have been destroyed and that PKK militant are
retreating to the south.
The BBC's Sarah Rainsford in Turkey says that if that is true and
Turkish troops follow them, the danger of the conflict spreading
will increase.
Iraqi-Kurdish Peshmerga have already vowed massive resistance
if local civilians are harmed.
Political measures
Iraq's government on Sunday renewed a call for Turkey to re¬
move its troops from Iraqi territory "as soon as possible," calling
the offensive "a threat to the stability of the region and a viola¬
tion of Iraq's sovereignty".
Speaking at the end of a visit to Australia, US Defence Secretary
Robert Gates said military strikes by Turkey would not be
enough on their own to end the long-running dispute with Kurd¬
ish rebels.
He said Ankara should employ political and economic measures
to i solate the PKK and erode its support base.
He said America's experiences in Iraq and Afghanistan showed
that military muscle should be complemented by efforts to ad¬
dress grievances held by minority groups.
"These economic and political measures are really important
because after a certain point people become inured to military
attacks," he said.
"And if you don't blend them with these kinds of non-military
initiatives then at a certain point the military efforts become less
and less effective."
The American defence secretary will deliver his advice in person
when he travels to Ankara next week.
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'REUTERS * I Iran reinforces Iraq border after Turkish attack
24 February 2008
TEHERAN (Reuters) - Iran has reinforced its borders after Turkish forces
launched an offensive into northern Iraq targeting Kurdish rebels, the Iranian
Foreign Ministry said on Sunday.

Turkey said it launched the offensive after Iraqi authorities failed to stop an
estimated 3,000 members of the separatist Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK)
from using northern Iraq as a base to stage attacks on Turkish territory.

Iranian forces have also often clashed in Iraqi border areas with rebels from
the Party of Free Life of Kurdistan (PJAK), an offshoot of the PKK and which
analysts say has bases in northeastern Iraq from where they operate against
Iran.

Teheran brands PJAK a 'terrorist' group.

'Necessary measures have already been taken to reinforce our borders,'
Foreign Ministry spokesman Mohammad Ali Hosseini told a weekly news
conference.

'Regarding the PKK and other terrorist factions active in the region, we stress

that the best way to face regional terrorists is for security cooperation between
the regional countries,' he said.

But Iran, which has been seeking to improve ties with Iraq, urged Turkey to
heed Iraqi government concerns in its bid end Kurdish rebel attacks.

'Regarding the attack of the Turkish forces into Iraq, we believe the opinion of
the Iraqi government must be valued although we also believe the terrorists
must stop their terrorist operations there,' the spokesman said.

Hosseini repeated Iran's position that the presence in the region of 'foreign
forces', a term usually used to refer to the United States and its allies, was
creating instability.

Iran has postponed talks with US officials on Iraqi security, due to be held in
Baghdad, citing technical reasons. But Mahmoud Ahmadinejad is expected to
become the first Iranian president since the 1979 revolution to visit Iraq next
month.

THE WALL STEEET JOURNAL.
February 25. 2008

IN KIRKUK, ETHNIC STRIFE TAKES TOLL
By Gina Chon Wall Street Journal
KIRKUK, Iraq As Turkish troops pursue
Kurdish rebels inside Iraq, an ethnic political
dispute is heating up in this largely Kurdish
town where the country's northern oil industry
is based.

Kirkuk is home to ethnic Arabs, Kurds and
Turkmen, all of whom lay claim to the area. A
referendum scheduled for June to determine
whether residents want to become part of Iraq's
semiautonomous Kurdish enclave in the north
could exacerbate tense relations between the
ethnic groups that could possibly turn violent.

Meanwhile, Kurdish, Arab and Turkmen politi¬
cians are wrangling over the details of the
Kirkuk referendum and the fate of this once-
prosperous oil town.

The vote had been scheduled for the end of
2007. The United Nations brokered a delay
because of bickering between politicians over
whether a vote should be allowed at all. Kurd¬
ish politicians are pushing for it, saying it is

mandated by Iraq's constitution. Arabs and
Turkmen are resisting, threatening more delays.

Kirkuk's ethnic makeup has long caused ten¬

sions that have been sharpened by the region's
oil resources. In the 1990s, Saddam Hussein
expelled 120,000 Kurds and other ethnicities
from the region, making way for Arabs. After
the U.S.-led invasion in 2003, Kurds returned,
displacing many of the Arabs. Kurds are now
estimated to make up at least 50% of the popu¬
lation, Arabs at least 30% and Turkmen less
than 20%.

Kirkuk is also Iraq's oil hub in the north. An
export pipeline linking the country's northern
fields here has the capacity to export 1 .6 mil¬
lion barrels per day to the Turkish port of Cey¬
han. But because of repeated attacks, it has
been mostly shut down since the U.S. invasion.

After security improvements were made last
summer, the pipeline began pumping about
300,000 barrels per day, although the supply
can be erratic. The Iraqi government hopes to

raise exports to 400,000 barrels per day. The
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is working with
Iraqi contractors to build a $28 million protec¬
tive fence around a pipeline that runs from
Kirkuk to the Beiji refinery, which is scheduled
to be completed in April.
Despite the challenges, some political tensions
here have eased. Sunni Arabs last December
ended a boycott of the local government that
had lasted over a year. Since then, an Arab
deputy governor, Rakan Said, has been ap¬

pointed. Kurds and Arabs are working on an

agreement to release some of the 1,500 Arab
detainees that Arab politicians say have been

unfairly jailed in prisons in Kurdistan. Kurdish
officials say the detainees are terrorists.

But the province's Turkmen bloc is still holding
out. It holds nine seats on the province's 41-
member council, and is refusing to rejoin the
government, saying the Kurds, who hold 26
seats, have undue influence on the council. The
other six seats belong to Sunni Arabs. Earlier
this month, Iraqi President Jalal Talabani, a

Kurd, visited to try to convince the Turkmen to
join the government.

The standoff is frustrating for citizens, who
watch their once-proud city crumble. "We don't
care who the ruler of Kirkuk will be," says

Jassem Obaidi, a Sunni Arab. "We just care
about services, jobs and a place to sleep."

Kirkuk suffers from 50% unemployment along
with erratic supplies of electricity and water.
The region has had five years of drought. Early
this month, water was shut off for up to 10 days
in some areas.

Uncollected garbage is strewn across many
Kirkuk streets. An Iraq cholera outbreak started
here last summer, and health officials fear cases

could crop up again this year as the weather
gets warmer.

"We don't have a sewage system, the streets are
bad and the government doesn't serve the regu¬
lar citizens," says Ahmed Mohaldin, a Kurd.

His salary of about $124 a month running a

small market isn't enough to pay his rent and
pay for living expenses for his family. He said
that government officials should take care of
those kinds of problems, instead of fighting
over control of the city.

Resolution is unlikely to come from joining
Iraqi Kurdistan. The Kurdish region, like the
rest of Iraq, suffers from similar problems of
unemployment and lack of basic services.

U.S. military officers, diplomats and Iraqi
officials here are pushing to create jobs and
restore basic, municipal services, reflecting an

emphasis this year on making economic gains
across Iraq. U.S. reconstruction officials are

pushing Iraqi counterparts ~ increasingly sub¬

sumed with the referendum in the city ~ to look
for ways to help residents in the rural prov¬
inces. For instance, Howard Keegan, an Ameri¬
can reconstruction official, said farmers in the
province need fertilizer and improved irrigation
systems.

Rizgar Ali, a Kurdish provincial council chair¬
man, said the government's focus on the refer¬
endum is understandable because it is a matter
of democracy and self-determination for the
people of Kirkuk.

But officials realize they have to do a better job
in providing for residents. Earlier this month,
mayors from around Tamim province came to
Kirkuk to talk to provincial officials about their
needs.

Kirkuk residents, however, are growing impa¬
tient with all the politics.

"Let Kirkuk be whatever it will be," says

Ateela Unis, a Turkmen, who complains he

can't afford a doctor for a 10-year-old son

suffering breathing problems. His poor neigh¬
borhood lacks water and power. "I just want my
son's health back, good services and a good life
for my family."
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'REUTERS * I Iran reinforces Iraq border after Turkish attack
24 February 2008
TEHERAN (Reuters) - Iran has reinforced its borders after Turkish forces
launched an offensive into northern Iraq targeting Kurdish rebels, the Iranian
Foreign Ministry said on Sunday.

Turkey said it launched the offensive after Iraqi authorities failed to stop an
estimated 3,000 members of the separatist Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK)
from using northern Iraq as a base to stage attacks on Turkish territory.

Iranian forces have also often clashed in Iraqi border areas with rebels from
the Party of Free Life of Kurdistan (PJAK), an offshoot of the PKK and which
analysts say has bases in northeastern Iraq from where they operate against
Iran.

Teheran brands PJAK a 'terrorist' group.

'Necessary measures have already been taken to reinforce our borders,'
Foreign Ministry spokesman Mohammad Ali Hosseini told a weekly news
conference.

'Regarding the PKK and other terrorist factions active in the region, we stress

that the best way to face regional terrorists is for security cooperation between
the regional countries,' he said.

But Iran, which has been seeking to improve ties with Iraq, urged Turkey to
heed Iraqi government concerns in its bid end Kurdish rebel attacks.

'Regarding the attack of the Turkish forces into Iraq, we believe the opinion of
the Iraqi government must be valued although we also believe the terrorists
must stop their terrorist operations there,' the spokesman said.

Hosseini repeated Iran's position that the presence in the region of 'foreign
forces', a term usually used to refer to the United States and its allies, was
creating instability.

Iran has postponed talks with US officials on Iraqi security, due to be held in
Baghdad, citing technical reasons. But Mahmoud Ahmadinejad is expected to
become the first Iranian president since the 1979 revolution to visit Iraq next
month.
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IN KIRKUK, ETHNIC STRIFE TAKES TOLL
By Gina Chon Wall Street Journal
KIRKUK, Iraq As Turkish troops pursue
Kurdish rebels inside Iraq, an ethnic political
dispute is heating up in this largely Kurdish
town where the country's northern oil industry
is based.

Kirkuk is home to ethnic Arabs, Kurds and
Turkmen, all of whom lay claim to the area. A
referendum scheduled for June to determine
whether residents want to become part of Iraq's
semiautonomous Kurdish enclave in the north
could exacerbate tense relations between the
ethnic groups that could possibly turn violent.

Meanwhile, Kurdish, Arab and Turkmen politi¬
cians are wrangling over the details of the
Kirkuk referendum and the fate of this once-
prosperous oil town.

The vote had been scheduled for the end of
2007. The United Nations brokered a delay
because of bickering between politicians over
whether a vote should be allowed at all. Kurd¬
ish politicians are pushing for it, saying it is

mandated by Iraq's constitution. Arabs and
Turkmen are resisting, threatening more delays.

Kirkuk's ethnic makeup has long caused ten¬

sions that have been sharpened by the region's
oil resources. In the 1990s, Saddam Hussein
expelled 120,000 Kurds and other ethnicities
from the region, making way for Arabs. After
the U.S.-led invasion in 2003, Kurds returned,
displacing many of the Arabs. Kurds are now
estimated to make up at least 50% of the popu¬
lation, Arabs at least 30% and Turkmen less
than 20%.

Kirkuk is also Iraq's oil hub in the north. An
export pipeline linking the country's northern
fields here has the capacity to export 1 .6 mil¬
lion barrels per day to the Turkish port of Cey¬
han. But because of repeated attacks, it has
been mostly shut down since the U.S. invasion.

After security improvements were made last
summer, the pipeline began pumping about
300,000 barrels per day, although the supply
can be erratic. The Iraqi government hopes to

raise exports to 400,000 barrels per day. The
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is working with
Iraqi contractors to build a $28 million protec¬
tive fence around a pipeline that runs from
Kirkuk to the Beiji refinery, which is scheduled
to be completed in April.
Despite the challenges, some political tensions
here have eased. Sunni Arabs last December
ended a boycott of the local government that
had lasted over a year. Since then, an Arab
deputy governor, Rakan Said, has been ap¬

pointed. Kurds and Arabs are working on an

agreement to release some of the 1,500 Arab
detainees that Arab politicians say have been

unfairly jailed in prisons in Kurdistan. Kurdish
officials say the detainees are terrorists.

But the province's Turkmen bloc is still holding
out. It holds nine seats on the province's 41-
member council, and is refusing to rejoin the
government, saying the Kurds, who hold 26
seats, have undue influence on the council. The
other six seats belong to Sunni Arabs. Earlier
this month, Iraqi President Jalal Talabani, a

Kurd, visited to try to convince the Turkmen to
join the government.

The standoff is frustrating for citizens, who
watch their once-proud city crumble. "We don't
care who the ruler of Kirkuk will be," says

Jassem Obaidi, a Sunni Arab. "We just care
about services, jobs and a place to sleep."

Kirkuk suffers from 50% unemployment along
with erratic supplies of electricity and water.
The region has had five years of drought. Early
this month, water was shut off for up to 10 days
in some areas.

Uncollected garbage is strewn across many
Kirkuk streets. An Iraq cholera outbreak started
here last summer, and health officials fear cases

could crop up again this year as the weather
gets warmer.

"We don't have a sewage system, the streets are
bad and the government doesn't serve the regu¬
lar citizens," says Ahmed Mohaldin, a Kurd.

His salary of about $124 a month running a

small market isn't enough to pay his rent and
pay for living expenses for his family. He said
that government officials should take care of
those kinds of problems, instead of fighting
over control of the city.

Resolution is unlikely to come from joining
Iraqi Kurdistan. The Kurdish region, like the
rest of Iraq, suffers from similar problems of
unemployment and lack of basic services.

U.S. military officers, diplomats and Iraqi
officials here are pushing to create jobs and
restore basic, municipal services, reflecting an

emphasis this year on making economic gains
across Iraq. U.S. reconstruction officials are

pushing Iraqi counterparts ~ increasingly sub¬

sumed with the referendum in the city ~ to look
for ways to help residents in the rural prov¬
inces. For instance, Howard Keegan, an Ameri¬
can reconstruction official, said farmers in the
province need fertilizer and improved irrigation
systems.

Rizgar Ali, a Kurdish provincial council chair¬
man, said the government's focus on the refer¬
endum is understandable because it is a matter
of democracy and self-determination for the
people of Kirkuk.

But officials realize they have to do a better job
in providing for residents. Earlier this month,
mayors from around Tamim province came to
Kirkuk to talk to provincial officials about their
needs.

Kirkuk residents, however, are growing impa¬
tient with all the politics.

"Let Kirkuk be whatever it will be," says

Ateela Unis, a Turkmen, who complains he

can't afford a doctor for a 10-year-old son

suffering breathing problems. His poor neigh¬
borhood lacks water and power. "I just want my
son's health back, good services and a good life
for my family."
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REUTERS #
IRAQ FEARS CLASH BETWEEN

TURKISH TROOPS AND PESHMERGA
February 25. 2008

By Mohammed Abbas
BAGHDAD (Reuters) - Iraq fears that a prolonged Turkish incursion into
northern Iraq could trigger clashes between Turkish troops and Iraqi Kurdish
Peshmerga security forces, the country's national security adviser said on
Monday.

Mowaffaq al-Rubaie said such fighting could have "very serious conse¬
quences" for a part of Iraq that has been relatively stable compared with the
rest of the country.

Ankara launched a ground incursion on Thursday in a remote part of Iraq's
largely autonomous region of Kurdistan to hunt down Kurdistan Workers Party
(PKK) rebels. The PKK uses the area as a base to stage attacks inside Turkey
in pursuit of its goal of a Kurdish homeland in southeastern Turkey.

"The.. .longer Turkish soldiers stay inside Iraqi territory, the more likely this is
going to happen," Rubaie told reporters in Baghdad when asked if he was
concerned about clashes between Turkish and Iraqi Kurdish Peshmerga
forces breaking out.

"We need to avoid this at any cost. This has very serious consequences even
if this happens by accident."

A Kurdish security official said Turkish troops and PKK rebels clashed during
the night in the Amadiya area, 10 km (6 miles) south of the border. He did not
know if there had been any fighting on Monday.

He said the Turkish military had shelled PKK targets on Monday, after launch¬
ing several air strikes overnight.

So far the battle-hardened Peshmerga have stayed on the sidelines of the
Turkish military operation, which is taking place in a sparsely populated
mountainous region. Kurdish officials regard the area as outside their control.

While Iraqi Kurds have little sympathy for the aims of the PKK, there is wide¬
spread anger over the incursion.

The leadership of Iraqi Kurdistan has said any targeting of Kurdish civilians
would result in "massive resistance" by its Peshmerga forces, which have
been put on a state of alert.

Turkey says it is carrying out a limited operation against the PKK, which it

blames for the deaths of nearly 40,000 people since it began its armed struggle

in 1984.

TURKISH PRESIDENT PUTS OFF AFRICA TRIP

Turkish government spokesman Cemil Cicek said Turkish troops would
withdraw once they had completed their mission.

"Turkey tried hard in the past to avoid this outcome (of military action)... The
operation targets only the separatist terrorist organization, we have no other
target," Cicek told reporters after a weekly cabinet meeting in Ankara.

"When this operation has hit its targets, our units will return home," he added,
without giving a timeframe.

Turkish President Abdullah Gul has postponed a planned trip to Africa this
week due to the offensive, Turkey's state Anatolian news agency added.

U.S. officials say Ankara has given assurances it will do all it can to avoid
civilian casualties in northern Iraq.

There have been no reports of civilian casualties, but residents in villages near
the border say they are being targeted in Turkish air strikes and artillery bar¬
rages.

In a worrying sign, Turkish ground troops have come face to face with
Peshmerga forces twice in recent days.

In one incident, a senior Iraqi Kurdish official said Peshmerga soldiers stopped
Turkish tanks leaving a base just inside northern Iraq. Turkey has kept small
contingents of troops in northern Iraq since earlier offensives in the 1990s.

Iraq's government said on Sunday Turkey should withdraw its troops as soon
as possible and urged Ankara to sit down with Baghdad for talks to resolve the
crisis over the PKK. It said Turkey was sending a special envoy to Baghdad on
Wednesday.

Iraq has called for a diplomatic solution to the PKK presence, saying it has
taken some measures to deal with the rebels but is focused on trying to stabi¬
lize the rest of Iraq.

Ankara says it has the right under international law to hunt and kill members of
the PKK, which is classed as a terrorist group by Turkey, the United States
and the European Union.

AI Jazeera February 25, 2008

Turkey ignores Iraq
pull-out plea

Heavy fighting between the Turkish military and PKK fighters
in northern Iraq has continued despite pleas by the Iraqi

government for Turkey to withdraw.
Turkish troops on Monday fired more than 40 salvos of artillery
shells across the Iraqi border and witnesses said helicopters
continued to target Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) bases in
Iraq.
A day earlier, a Turkish helicopter crashed in Iraq and at least
eight soldiers were killed during a ground operation against the
banned Kurdish group.
Turkey's five-day incursion has focused on border towns and AI
Jazeera has learned of troops and helicopters heading towards
the town of Goli.

'Heavy fighting'
James Bays, AI Jazeera's correspondent in northern Iraq, said:
"[Goli] is a place that has been a PKK camp, its in a mountain¬
ous area, and we believe that attack is about to get under way
or is already under way."
With Turkish and Iraq's regional Kurdish government denying
journalists access to the clashes are taking place, it is difficult to
independently confirm the fighting, he said.
"What is clear from both Turkish and PKK figures, although
they're very different," Bays said, "is that there are still casual¬
ties on both sides and that heavy fighting is continuing."

The Turkish military says 15 soldiers have been killed since
Thursday but PKK fighters say they have killed 47 troops so far.

Turkey also said it had killed 33 more PKK members, taking the
Kurdish toll to 112 since the launch of the cross-border incursion
on Thursday evening.
Withdrawal calls
The Iraqi government on Sunday called for Turkey to withdraw
its troops from northern Iraq.
A statement by Nuri al-Maliki's government urged Turkey "to
withdraw its forces from Iraqi soil as soon possible".
"The government of Iraq calls on Turkey to respect its sover¬

eignty and unity and considers that the unilateral operation
across the border is a threat to the region," the statement said.
It came after Turkey's military warned Iraqi Kurds not to shelter
Kurdish fighters fleeing its offensive.
The PKK is fighting for autonomy in predominantly Kurdish
southeastern Turkey and have carried out attacks on Turkish
targets from bases in the semiautonomous Kurdish region of
northern Iraq.
Started in 1984, the conflict has claimed as many as 40,000
lives.

63

Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Çapê-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ôzeti

REUTERS #
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TURKISH TROOPS AND PESHMERGA
February 25. 2008

By Mohammed Abbas
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Iraq has called for a diplomatic solution to the PKK presence, saying it has
taken some measures to deal with the rebels but is focused on trying to stabi¬
lize the rest of Iraq.

Ankara says it has the right under international law to hunt and kill members of
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on Thursday evening.
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REUTERS~If
Turkish troops claim victories

February 25. 2008 Shamal Aqrawi Reuters

ZAKHU, Iraq Turkish troops engaged Kurdish PKK rebels in
close combat on Sunday that left scores dead in a major ground
offensive into northern Iraq.
Iraq's government said NATO member Turkey should withdraw
its troops as soon as possible and urged Ankara to sit down with
Baghdad for talks to resolve the crisis over the PKK.

The rebels said on Sunday they had shot down a Turkish Cobra
attack helicopter. Baghdad and Washington fear the offensive
could further destabilise Iraq.
Ankara launched the cross-border attack on Thursday after
months of aerial bombardment of suspected PKK targets in the
remote, mountainous region. It accuses rebels of using northern
Iraq as a base to stage deadly attacks inside Turkey.
Turkey's General Staff said 33 PKK rebels, including a leader,
and eight soldiers died in heavy, close combat in poor weather
conditions on Sunday. It said at least 112 rebels and 15 soldiers
have died since the operation began.
"The hot pursuit continues in three different regions (of northern
Iraq) and our teams will carry out the operation with the same
decisiveness and heroism," the General Staff said in a state¬
ment.

The Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK), which has been battling for
decades to create a Kurdish homeland in southeast Turkey,
disputed the figures.

It said that 47 Turkish troops and two rebels had been killed
since Thursday.
Prime Minister Tayyip Erdogan sought to reassure the interna¬
tional community that Turkey's cross-border operation possi¬
bly its largest in a decade -- was focused on the PKK and would
be limited in duration.
"Our Iraqi brothers should know that this operation is only to
clean the terrorist camps and terrorists," Erdogan said.
But Iraq's government said it viewed the military action as "a
threat to the stability of the region and a violation of Iraq's sov¬
ereignty and calls on Turkey to pull its troops from Iraq as soon
as possible".
"The Iraqi government calls on Turkey to enter into bilateral
dialogue with the Iraqi government and considers the threat of
the PKK as a threat to Turkey and to the border areas," it said in
a statement.

Iraqi government spokesman Ali al-Dabbagh told Reuters Er¬
dogan would send a special envoy to Baghdad on Wednesday to
discuss security issues.
The PKK said it downed a Cobra attack helicopter on Saturday
evening in the Chamsku area.
The military said a helicopter had been rendered ineffective but
said the cause was unknown.

PfNANOALTIMBS
February 25 2008

Turkish strike inside Iraq takes heavy toll
By Vincent Boland in Ankara and Demetri Sevastopulo in, Canberra
Eight Turkish soldiers and 33

Kurdish separatist militants were
killed yesterday as Turkey continued
a ferocious assault on PKK bases in
northern Iraq.

The assault appears to have inflicted
heavy damage on militant hideouts in
the mountains that straddle the two
countries' border.

Despite a plea by Robert Gates, the
US defence secretary, to Ankara to
keep its operation "short and precise",
the Turkish military appears deter¬
mined to inflict as much damage as it

can on the PKK in a sustained ground
and air assault that began on Thurs¬
day and may last for two weeks.

The deaths of the eight soldiers bring
to 15the number ofTurkish troops
who have been killed in the operation,
the largest incursion by Turkey into
northern Iraq in a decade. At least 112
PKK rebel fighters have also been

killed, according to the military.
The casualty figures give some
indication of how fierce the fighting is,
despite the winter conditions and
differing accounts of how many Turk¬
ish troops are involved. The PKK
disputed the casualty figures on its
side and claimed it had killed 47
Turkish troops. It also claimed to
have shot down a Cobra helicopter.
Ankara confirmed it had lost a heli¬
copter but did not suggest it had been
shot down.

In a statement yesterday confirming
the deaths of the eight "martyrs", as
Turkish soldiers who die in conflict
are known, the military said: "Many
terrorist shelters and logistics instal¬
lations and weapons and ammunition
in the hideouts were destroyed during
the operation."

Ankara's operation has at least tacit
US support, despite alarm about how

it could destabilise northern Iraq and
possibly lead to clashes between
Turkish and Iraqi Kurdish forces.
Ankara insists the operation is tar¬
geted only at the PKK and is aimed at
preventing northern Iraq from becom¬
ing a "terrorist safe haven".

The PKK has staged several deadly
attacks on Turkish targets in recent
months and is mostly based in the
mountains of northern Iraq.

Addressing Iraqi fury over the incur¬
sion yesterday, Recep Tayyip Er¬
dogan, Turkey's prime minister, said:
"Our Iraqi brothers should know that
this operation is only to clear the
terrorist camps and terrorists."
Mr Gates urged Turkey to withdraw
its forces "as quickly as they can
accomplish their mission". He also
urged Ankara to open a dialogue with
the Iraqi Kurdish regional govern¬
ment, which Turkey does not accept

as an interlocutor. Indeed, the Turkish
government accuses the regional
government of tolerating and perhaps
giving succour to the PKK on its
territory. Mr Gates said there needed
to be "regular dialogue and openness
between the Turkish government and
the Iraqi government and also the
government of Kurdistan in terms of
their [Turkey's] intentions, their con¬
cerns, their plans and their activities
and to work with the Iraqi government
in trying to deal with this problem."

Turkey has imposed what is in effect
a state of emergency in two provinces
bordering Iraq and has tens of thou¬
sands of troops there. The military
has posted photo-graphs of the opera¬
tion on its website, showing soldiers
laden with backpacks and winter
clothing trudging through remote and
snowbound terrain.

WNANCULIllflBfl February 25 2008

Iraq too fragile for Turkish incursion
Turkey's decision to send ground

forces into northern Iraq, its big¬

gest incursion into the Kurdish territo¬
ries across its border for a decade,
may be an understandable response
to the reviving campaign by rebel
separatists hiding there. But it is the
last thing an Iraq trying to claw itself
back from the precipice needs.
The palpable improvement in the
security situation in Iraq over the past

year is fragile and uneven. Any désta¬
bilisation of Iraqi Kurdistan, the only
relatively calm area of the country,
could put paid to what is only a small
chance that improvement can be
turned into a political settlement
enabling Iraqis to live together in
peace.

Ankara should end its incursion - and
has the right to expect closer co¬
operation from Iraq and its US allies

in fighting the PKK. Its best protection,
nevertheless, is to continue the mod¬
est but tangible progress the govern¬
ment of Recep Tayyip Erdogan has
made in reconciling Turkey's Kurdish
minority.
Force alone will not resolve this. The
rebels are well dug in in the near-
impregnable Kandil mountains and
Turkey's attempts to cut them off are
already taking its troops close to open

confrontation with Iraqi Kurds. If that
happens, the Kurdish peshmerga
forces used by the US to hold down
parts of central Iraq will be rede¬
ployed northwards.

The situation in Iraq hangs by a
thread, or rather several threads. The
"surge" of US troops of the past year,
though hailed as a triumph by the
Bush administration, is only one of
four factors behind the relative fall in
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violence from very high levels.

US recourse to Sunni tribal militias to
fight al-Qaeda, the decision by Mo-
qtada al-Sadr to stand down his
Mahdi army (for reasons of mainly
intra-Shia politics), and the fact that
ethno-sectarian cleansing in Baghdad
and central Iraq has largely been

completed are at least equally impor¬
tant reasons. Yet all these factors are
temporary.

The US will not maintain force levels
much beyond the summer. The
minority Sunni are stronger now that
the US is using them militarily - and
are still violently opposed to Shia

supremacy in Iraq. Mass sectarian
killing could resume if millions of
refugees start returning. True, Mr
Sadr has extended his ceasefire, a
plus. But US forces are arming other
Shia tribal militias against the
Sadrists in south Iraq, where they
also back the Iran-allied Badr militia

against the Mahdi army, itching to
resume fighting both the Americans
and its rivals.

There is precious little room already
for national reconciliation and govern¬
ance to emerge in Iraq. Turkey must
not further reduce it.

# the Australian February 25, 2008

Kurds threaten suicide bombings
KURDISH rebels have threatened to launch suicide strikes in Turkish cities in response to the
second large-scale attempt by Ankara in six months to rout them from mountain strongholds

in northern Iraq.
Appearing to confirm that Iraq and the US had been

consulted before the invasion, Mr Gates continued:
T, . . . , . ., "There has been contact at high levels about this

urkish troops continued to roll across the ............. ^ , ... , .._ ,
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Martin Chulov, Middle East correspon¬
dent I

"urkish troops continued to roll across the
border last night four days after the latest

attempt to eradicate the militiamen, who have
shown little sign of stepping back from a bloody 24-
year guerilla campaign for independence, despite
widespread international pressure.

Unlike the last incursion in August, which pitched
Ankara into a diplomatic standoff with the White
House over fears of further destabilising Iraq, the
US and Iraqi governments have been measured in

their reaction to the current strike.

"We know the threats that Turkey is facing but
military operations will not solve the PKK prob¬

lem," Iraqi government spokesman Ali al-Dabbagh
said. Turkey had resorted to military options, but
this never resulted in a good thing.

The Kurdish administration, which runs northern
Iraq semi-autonomously, has also refrained from
escalating rhetoric after threatening last time to
defend its territory by pitching its regular forces
against the Turkish army.

Massoud Barzani, head of the regional Kurdish
administration, warned that Turkey would face
large-scale resistance only if it targeted civilians.

US Defence Secretary Robert Gates, speaking in

Canberra on the latest leg of a whistle-stop tour of
Asia, said: "I think it's important for everybody to
bear in mind the importance of the sovereignty of
Iraq."

that there can always be improvement in the
timeliness and in the depth of the dialogue. It can't
be just a one-time event. It needs to be an ongoing
dialogue.

"I think all of our experience in Iraq and Afghani¬

stan shows us that, while dealing with a terrorist
problem does require security operations, it also

requires economic and political initiatives.

"The kinds of military activities that they have
been engaged in should be complemented with
initiatives to try and address some of the concerns
of those who are reconcilable among the Kurds, to
win their loyalty to Turkey if they are living in

Turkey and to try and eliminate whatever popular
base exists that supports the terrorist activities of
the PKK."

The US fears the violence that has devastated
central and southern Iraq will spread to the Kurdish
north, which has been largely spared from insur¬

gent attacks.

However, Turkey has long said its fears of terror
attacks inside its borders override US concerns.

The PKK is believed to have "sleepers" in Kurdish
communities in cities such as Istanbul and Ankara
who are ready to bomb military and government
targets.

Ankara complained bitterly last year that the US

would not characterise as terror attacks the nu¬

merous strikes made by rebels of the Kurdish

Workers Party on Turkish soil.

The three-decade insurgency is thought to have
claimed up to 40,000 lives on both sides.

Iraq's Kurds have long been the target of attacks
from Turkish troops and the henchmen of Saddam
Hussein, who feared them as a subversive threat to
his Baathist regime and also coveted the vast oil
lakes under their feet.
Northern Iraq's oil wealth is so far largely untapped.
But it is the territorial ambitions of the Kurds that
has led to most of the conflict of the past three
decades. The Kurdish bid for a homeland includes a

cross-border section of the mountainous terrain of
southwestern Iran.

Tehran is also taking a keen interest in Turkish
military action, after emerging as an arbitrator to
end the last round of fighting.

Fighting over the weekend is believed to have killed
about 80 rebels and 15 Turkish soldiers, although
estimates vary widely on both sides. Ankara has

said it will confine the military operation to 15

days. Turkish media said several thousand troops
had crossed the border into Iraq.

Late yesterday, guerillas said they had shot down a

Turkish Cobra attack helicopter during clashes with
Turkish forces in northern Iraq. There were no

details of casualties.

Christian Science Monitor^"'"*
February 25. 2008

Turkish raid strains U.S.-Kurd ties
American support in strike against PKK rebels threatens relations with key Iraqi allies.

By Sam Dagher | Correspondent of The Christian Science Monitor

Amadiyah, Iraq

Peshmerga Gen. Muhammad
Mohsen took down his American

flag, folded it up, and placed it in his
office corner Sunday, reflecting the
growing anger in Iraq's Kurdish north
with US support for Turkey's cam¬
paign against separatist rebels oper¬
ating in the region.

The intermittent offensive against the
Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK)
reached a crescendo Thursday when

ground troops crossed into Iraq in a
campaign involving nearly 8,000
soldiers. Officials here say it is Tur¬
key's most significant strike against
the rebels in more than 10 years.
Frustration over the Turkish incursion
cuts across the spectrum. Many
average Iraqi Kurds sympathize with
the PKK rebels' aim to form an inde¬
pendent Kurdistan and officials say
Turkey's real goal is to destabilize its
semiautonomous government, the
leaders of which have long been

American allies.

"We think the United States is making
a big mistake," says General Moh¬
sen, who once led Iraqi Kurdish
fighters alongside US forces when
they entered the northern city of
Mosul during the US invasion of Iraq
in 2003.

On Sunday, eight Turkish soldiers
were killed, bringing the death toll
among the Turks to 15. Turkey said it

killed 112 PKK rebels, which has
been denied by a rebel spokesman

quoted by Reuters. He said that 47
Turkish soldiers and only two rebels
were killed.

Amid the distant sound of occasional
explosions on Sunday, Turkish war-
planes buzzed over a desolate moun¬
tain pass in the village of Sirya in
Amadiyah, 15 miles from the Turkish
border. Besides vultures hovering
over the jagged mountain peaks,
Kurdish government forces were the
only fighters in the area. A bridge over
a gushing creek in the area was
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violence from very high levels.

US recourse to Sunni tribal militias to
fight al-Qaeda, the decision by Mo-
qtada al-Sadr to stand down his
Mahdi army (for reasons of mainly
intra-Shia politics), and the fact that
ethno-sectarian cleansing in Baghdad
and central Iraq has largely been

completed are at least equally impor¬
tant reasons. Yet all these factors are
temporary.

The US will not maintain force levels
much beyond the summer. The
minority Sunni are stronger now that
the US is using them militarily - and
are still violently opposed to Shia

supremacy in Iraq. Mass sectarian
killing could resume if millions of
refugees start returning. True, Mr
Sadr has extended his ceasefire, a
plus. But US forces are arming other
Shia tribal militias against the
Sadrists in south Iraq, where they
also back the Iran-allied Badr militia

against the Mahdi army, itching to
resume fighting both the Americans
and its rivals.

There is precious little room already
for national reconciliation and govern¬
ance to emerge in Iraq. Turkey must
not further reduce it.
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reduced to a pile of metal.

Turkish artillery and warplanes are
targeting a west-east border belt that
extends from Amadiyah in Dohuk
Province to the Sidakan area in Arbil
Province.

Kurdish anger toward US for provid¬
ing assistance to Turkey, its NATO
ally, in its bombardment of suspected
PKK targets has been simmering
since last fall. It has led to public
outbursts and now it appears to have
become more serious, threatening
one of the most important partner¬
ships for the US in Iraq at a time
when Washington is anxious to trans¬
late security gains into more lasting
stability.

Adding to the stakes is the fact that
US forces, with the help of Iraqi
forces dominated by Kurdish contin¬
gents, continue to battle AI Qaeda-
linked militants and other insurgents
in areas such as Mosul and Kirkuk,
which border Kurdistan and have
significant sectarian and ethnic ten¬
sion.

The event that unleashed most of the
Kurdish anger here was what took
place Thursday when about 350
Turkish soldiers rolled out of their
barracks inside Iraq at Bamerne,
west of Amadiyah, in 13 tanks to join
their comrades coming from across
the border, according to Mohsen.
About 1,200 Turkish soldiers are
stationed at Bamerne.

Hundreds of Peshmerga fighters,
backed by local residents, rushed to
the area to prevent Turkish forces,
who were already two miles outside
the base (a remnant from the last
major Turkish incursion into northern
Iraq in the mid-1990s), from going
any farther.

"The Peshmergas told them if you go
any further we will kill you," Mohsen
says.

In a sign of the gravity of the situation,
Kurdistan Regional Government
(KRG) leader Massoud Barzani
rushed to Dohuk, the main city in the
area.

I will be the first to die in
Turks," according to

"He told me
fighting the
Mohsen.

The region's prime minister, Nechir-
van Barzani, says the Turks have
been emboldened by the support and
intelligence they received from the

"They know the United States has
been very soft with them [Turks], so
they want to take advantage," says
Mr. Barzani, a nephew of the presi¬
dent. "They gave them intelligence
and allowed them to bombard our
territory, so they ask for more now.
This was a big mistake by the US to
allow them to use the airspace."

Barzani says he's convinced the PKK
is only a pretext for what he says is a
Turkish war against the KRG. "Tur¬
key publicly says their target is the
PKK, but based on the movement that
we see, we do not believe that's their
only target. The target is the KRG....

Prepared: Two farmers from the village of
Sirya, inlraq's Kurdish north, claim to be
former Kurdish Peshmerga fighters. They
say they're ready to fight if Turks cross into
their area.
SAM DAGHER

US military in December to carry out
a sweeping air assault against the
PKK that Ankara said killed 175
rebels and hit more than 200 targets.
The decades-old confrontation be¬
tween the Turkish Army and the PKK
has been escalating since the fall.

We will resist. If they cross that
border to come to us, we will fight."

Thousands of Peshmerga forces have
been dispatched to the border area as
a precaution against any further
Turkish advance. Mohsen points to a

red line along the Mateen mountain
range in the area that he says if Turks
crossed would trigger direct war with
his forces.

Metehan Demir, a veteran defense
correspondent now with the Hurriyet
newspaper in Ankara, says the Turk¬
ish operation was carried out now, in
the winter season, to catch the PKK
off guard. "Everybody was expecting
this operation to be carried out in the
spring - as well as the PKK.... Such a
move by the Turkish Army destroys
the PKK's [spring defensive] plans
because it was carried out in this
season."

He says that while there has been
much criticism for the operation
among Kurdish officials in Iraq, it will
not have much impact on the military
decisionmaking in Ankara, Turkey's
capital. He says senior Turkish
politicians and generals have laid the
groundwork with the US and Iraqi
governments, and even Iraqi Kurds, to
minimize criticism.
"Don't look at what [Iraqi Kurdish
leader] Barzani and other Kurdish
authorities say; this is just a good boy,
bad boy game and it's not so surpris¬
ing for Ankara," says Mr. Demir.
"This time the political climate has
been arranged.... It's not so bad for
Turkey."
US Defense Secretary Robert Gates
- who will visit Ankara this week -
said Sunday that Turkey's campaign
would not solve its problems with the
rebels.
"After a certain point, people become
inured to military attacks and if you
don't blend them with these kinds of
nonmilitary initiatives, then at a cer¬
tain point the military efforts become
less and less effectived"

Che Boston ©lobe
February 26. 2008

GLOBE EDITORIAL

TURKEY'S current military offensive
inside northern Iraq has touched off a

crisis - one to which several other players in
the region have contributed. Although the
ultimate responsibility for ending this crisis
falls on Turkey, all of the others, including the
United States, must do their part to prevent a

larger regional conflagration.
Turkey's ostensible reason for sending 10,000
troops into the mountainous north of Iraq is
to punish the separatist guerrilla group
known as the PKK for its terrorist operations
and attacks on Turkish soldiers inside Turkey.
However, the Kurdish Regional Government
in the north of Iraq has charged that Turkey
has an ulterior motive: to destabilize that
relatively peaceful and prosperous area.

The Kurds of northern Iraq fly their own flag;
they have their own disciplined armed forces,
known as pesh merga; and they prohibit the
Iraqi army from setting foot on their soil. The
Kurdish Regional Government suspects that

Turkey's Iraq war
Turkey's fiercely nationalistic generals want
not only to deliver a blow to the PKK, but also
to show that they will not tolerate independ¬
ence for the Iraqi Kurds. This is a reasonable
assumption. Nationalistic forces in Turkey
make no effort to hide their anxiety about
self-determination for Kurds in Iraq. They
worry that Turkish Kurds - who have recently
gained greater cultural and linguistic rights
because of Turkey's efforts to gain acceptance
by the European Union - will contemplate an
autonomous Kurdish region in Iraq and de¬

mand similar self-government for themselves.
This intersection of unfounded paranoia with
genuine security concerns has to be addressed
by the Bush administration, the government
in Baghdad, and others who stand to suffer if
Turkey's violation of Iraqi sovereignty sets off
a spiral of destabilizing violence. Already the
Shi'ite militia leader Moqtada al-Sadr has
threatened to send fighters to the north if
Turkish troops do not withdraw from Iraqi

soil. And Turkey is warning that it may leave
troops in northern Iraq, to block PKK routes
into southeastern Turkey, even after its main
invasion force returns home in two or three
weeks.

The Bush administration should lean on
Turkey, a NATO ally, to stop its helicopter
gunship and artillery attacks - which are
hitting civilian villages, bridges and roads -
and withdraw its forces immediately. Amer¬
ica's only true ally in Iraq, the Kurds, should
be asked to prevent the PKK from conducting
cross-border operations in Turkey.
The soundest way for Turkey to thwart the
PKK, though, is to grant full cultural rights to
Turkish Kurds and to devote economic devel¬
opment funds to the undeveloped southeast.
Turkey ought to be a showcase for minority
rights in the region - instead of the power that
accelerates the ethnic and sectarian mayhem
that is tearing that region apart.
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The sister ofa Turkish soldier killed in battle with Kurdish rebels was overcome at his funeral Sunday in Diyarbakir, Turkey.

Turkish incursion kills scores
From news reports

ZAKHU, Iraq: Turkish troops and
Kurdish rebels battled in northern Iraq
on Sunday, leaving scores dead in a ma¬
jor offensive that Baghdad and Washing¬
ton fear could further destabilize Iraq.

A Turkish helicopter crashed and
eight soldiers were killed during the in¬
cursion, the Turkish military said. The
guerrillas claimed to have shot down a
Turkish military helicopter, which
went down close to the border, but it
was not clear whether any ofthe report¬
ed troop casualties were on board the
aircraft. Turkish investigators were try¬
ing to determine the cause of the crash.

The eight deaths bring the Turkish
toll since the start of the incursion
Thursday to 15, according to statements
on the military's Web site. Turkish
news reports said the slain Turkish sol¬
diers included an army major.

Thirty-three rebels were killed in the
fighting Sunday, bringing the rebel
death toll since Thursday to 112, includ¬
ing a guerrilla leader, according to the
Turkish armed forces.

The Kurdistan Workers' Party, or
PKK, disputed the figures. It said 47
Turkish troops and 2 rebels had been
killed since Thursday.

The military said clashes with the
rebels, which began after Ankara
launched the cross-border attack late
Thursday after months of aerial bom¬
bardment of suspected PKK targets in
the mountainous region, were taking
place in four areas ofnorthern Iraq, but
did not specify any location.

"Terrorist hideouts have been effec¬
tively destroyed by warplanes, heli-

Offensive in Iraq
worries Baghdad
copter gunships and artillery," the mil¬
itary said.

It said advancing troops were de¬
stroying rebel shelters, logistic centers
and ammunition. Retreating rebels
were trying to gain time by setting up
booby traps under the corpses of dead
comrades or planting mines on escape
routes, according to the military.

The bodies of 5 of the 33 rebels killed
Sunday had booby traps under them,
the statement said.

Late Sunday, several military heli¬
copters took off from a base in the hill¬
top Turkish border town of Cukurca,
flying with their lights turned off. Earli¬
er in the day, Turkish F-16 jets flew into
northern Iraq.

Armored personnel carriers trans¬
ported troops, and four long-range guns
were positioned at the edge of the
Cukurca base, one of the main support
centers for the Turkish operation.

The Turkish military said it attacked
rebel hideouts on Saturday with fighte.r
jets, helicopter gunships and artillery.
The hideouts had ammunition and ex¬
plosives inside, the military said.

Turkey's military released photo¬
graphs Sunday of its troops in positions
behind hilltop snow embankments and
walking up snow-covered hills with
white ponchos worn over combat gear.

The incursion is the first confirmed
Turkish military ground operation in
Iraq since the U.S.-led invasion that
toppled Saddam Hussein in 2003.

The rebels are fighting for autonomy
in predominantly Kurdish southeastern
Turkey and have carried out attacks on
Turkish targets from bases in the semi-
autonomous Kurdish region ofnorthern
Iraq. The conflict started in 1984 and
has claimed as many as 40,000 lives.

Turkey has assured the U.S.-backed
Iraqi government that the operation
would be limited to attacks on rebels.
The United States and European Union
consider the PKK a terrorist group.

"It is only an operation geared to
cleansing the terrorist camps," Prime
Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Tur¬
key said Sunday in an address to the
youth branch of his governing party.
"Our Iraqi brothers, friends and civil¬
ians should know that they will never
be targeted by the armed forces."

The U.S. defense secretary, Robert
Gates, said Sunday while visiting Aus¬
tralia that it would take a broader ap¬
proach to erode support for the PKK in
northern Iraq.

"After a certain point people become
inured to military attacks," he said,
"and if you don't blend them with these
kinds ofnonmilitary initiatives, then at
a certain point the military efforts be¬
come less and less effective."

Iraq's government has also criticized
the offensive. Massoud Barzani, head of
the regional Kurdish administration in
northern Iraq, warned Turkey that it
would face large-scale resistance if it tar¬
geted civilians in its ground incursion.

The office of the Iraqi Shiite cleric
Moktada al-Sadr demanded an immedi¬
ate withdrawal of Turkish forces from
northern Iraq and advised negotiations.

(Reuters, AP)
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bardment of suspected PKK targets in
the mountainous region, were taking
place in four areas ofnorthern Iraq, but
did not specify any location.

"Terrorist hideouts have been effec¬
tively destroyed by warplanes, heli-

Offensive in Iraq
worries Baghdad
copter gunships and artillery," the mil¬
itary said.

It said advancing troops were de¬
stroying rebel shelters, logistic centers
and ammunition. Retreating rebels
were trying to gain time by setting up
booby traps under the corpses of dead
comrades or planting mines on escape
routes, according to the military.

The bodies of 5 of the 33 rebels killed
Sunday had booby traps under them,
the statement said.

Late Sunday, several military heli¬
copters took off from a base in the hill¬
top Turkish border town of Cukurca,
flying with their lights turned off. Earli¬
er in the day, Turkish F-16 jets flew into
northern Iraq.
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were positioned at the edge of the
Cukurca base, one of the main support
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The Turkish military said it attacked
rebel hideouts on Saturday with fighte.r
jets, helicopter gunships and artillery.
The hideouts had ammunition and ex¬
plosives inside, the military said.

Turkey's military released photo¬
graphs Sunday of its troops in positions
behind hilltop snow embankments and
walking up snow-covered hills with
white ponchos worn over combat gear.

The incursion is the first confirmed
Turkish military ground operation in
Iraq since the U.S.-led invasion that
toppled Saddam Hussein in 2003.

The rebels are fighting for autonomy
in predominantly Kurdish southeastern
Turkey and have carried out attacks on
Turkish targets from bases in the semi-
autonomous Kurdish region ofnorthern
Iraq. The conflict started in 1984 and
has claimed as many as 40,000 lives.

Turkey has assured the U.S.-backed
Iraqi government that the operation
would be limited to attacks on rebels.
The United States and European Union
consider the PKK a terrorist group.

"It is only an operation geared to
cleansing the terrorist camps," Prime
Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Tur¬
key said Sunday in an address to the
youth branch of his governing party.
"Our Iraqi brothers, friends and civil¬
ians should know that they will never
be targeted by the armed forces."

The U.S. defense secretary, Robert
Gates, said Sunday while visiting Aus¬
tralia that it would take a broader ap¬
proach to erode support for the PKK in
northern Iraq.

"After a certain point people become
inured to military attacks," he said,
"and if you don't blend them with these
kinds ofnonmilitary initiatives, then at
a certain point the military efforts be¬
come less and less effective."

Iraq's government has also criticized
the offensive. Massoud Barzani, head of
the regional Kurdish administration in
northern Iraq, warned Turkey that it
would face large-scale resistance if it tar¬
geted civilians in its ground incursion.

The office of the Iraqi Shiite cleric
Moktada al-Sadr demanded an immedi¬
ate withdrawal of Turkish forces from
northern Iraq and advised negotiations.

(Reuters, AP)
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Thousands of people carried banners reading "We Fight for Life, We Die for Peace" as they protested Monday in the Hakurk

region of northern Iraq against Turkish operations.

Kurdish civilians in Iraq not targets,
Turkey says

The Associated Press

AMADIYA, Iraq: Turkey said Monday
that it was not targeting civilians as it
chases after separatist rebels in north¬
ern Iraq, but people in Iraq's semi-
autonomous Kurdish region say they
have lived in fear since the incursion
began.

Some residents of this area about 30
kilometers, or 19 miles, from the Iraq-
Turkey border thought they had es¬
caped to a safe haven, having aban¬
doned homes closer to the border to
avoid skirmishes between the Kur¬
distan Workers' Party, or PKK, and
Turkish troops.

But with the Turks mounting their
first confirmed ground operation in
Iraq since the U.S.-led invasion in 2003,
some say they are fearful of getting
caughtin the deadly crossfire.

The Turkish military says it has
killed 153 rebels since fighting began

Thursday. Turks fired barrage after bar¬
rage ofartillery shells at rebels Monday,
and its military said it had hit about 30
targets in the last 24 hours. The Turks
have put their own death toll at 17; a fu¬
neral service for 3 soldiers was held
Monday.

"Whenever the children hear the

military operations, they feel
frightened," said Aoni Mashaghti, a
school headmaster. "Most of the women
came to school to take their kids out.
Whenever they hear any sound ofbom¬
bardment, the school becomes empty."

Hawzan Hussein, who lives in a com¬
munity of about 160 families in the area,
said people were worried because some
of the targets are so close to their
homes.

The explosions "have become a daily
scene that frightened me with the possi¬
bility of hitting our house any time,"
said Hussein, 25.

Footage of the border area from Asso¬

ciated Press Television News showed
Turkish tanks dug into barren hillsides,
with armored vehicles taking positions
in towns.

The PKK wants autonomy for the
predominantly Kurdish southeastern
Turkey, and rebels have carried out at¬
tacks in Turkey from bases in Kurdish
Iraq. The conflict started in 1984 and
has resulted in the deaths of as many as
40,000 people.

Turkey has assured Iraq and the U.S.
military that the operation will be lim¬
ited to attacks on rebels. Both the
United States and the European Union
consider the PKK a terrorist group.

The Iraqi government has criticized

the offensive.
"We know the threats that Turkey is

facing, but military operations will not
solve the PKK problem," Ali al-Dab-
bagh, an Iraqi government spokesman,
said Saturday.

The rebels, meanwhile, warn that

they have the advantage of fighting on
their home terrain.

"We are using guerrilla fighting tech¬
niques and not fighting as one fixed
front," said Havaw Ruaj, a PKK spokes¬
man. The rebels are skilled at fighting
in the rocky mountainous area and
changing their positions, he added.

Massoud Barzani, head of the region¬
al administration in the semiautonom¬
ous Kurdish area, warned that Turkey
would face large-scale resistance if it
targeted civilians in its incursion.

Kurdish demands have run the spec¬
trum from self-rule to more-limited
rights, like increased freedom to edu¬
cate and broadcast in their language.

The Turkish government granted
some cultural rights to Kurds as part of
its bid to join the European Union. But
many Kurds, who make up 20 percent of
Turkey's population of 75 million, chafe
under state controls on freedom of ex¬

pression.
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Iraq: Turkish Incursion Threatens To
Destabilize Domestic Situation

Iraqi Foreign Minister Hoshyar Zebari has warned that Turkey's military operation against the Kurdistan Workers Party
(PKK) could destabilize the entire region.

While that is true, it is more likely that a prolonged operation
could exacerbate tensions between the Kurdish region and

Baghdad and lead to a deterioration in Iraq's domestic security
situation.
Turkey's incursion has gained cautious support from the interna¬
tional community. The United States, United Kingdom, Russia,
and Germany have urged that Turkey exercise extreme caution
and complete the operations as quickly as possible.
While Western states say they prefer to see a diplomatic resolu¬
tion to the dispute, none have condemned the incursion, which
is expected to last another 10 days.
But some observers have warned that a protracted military op¬
eration could see clashes between Iraq's Kurdish peshmerga
forces and the Turkish military. Iraqi national security adviser
Muwaffaq al-Rubay'i said on February 25 that the longer Turkish
forces remain inside Iraq, the greater the chance that a clash
could take place. "We need to avoid this at any cost. This has
very serious consequences even if this happens by accident,"
Reuters quoted him as saying.
No Longer Peaceful North
One of the most pressing concerns is that a ground incursion
could force mass displacement as villagers flee their homes
along the Turkish border for areas farther south. Iraq's Kurdish
region is already overflowing with displaced people who have left
homes in Mosul, Baghdad, and other "insurgent hotbed" areas
for the relative tranquility of the north.
Kurdish villagers inside the region began to flee in August 2007
after both Turkey and Iran began shelling border areas. At the
time, Foreign Minister Zebari said hundreds of families were
forced to leave their homes. The influx of displaced people has
further burdened the Kurdistan regional government (KRG) as it
tries to house, feed, and provide aid. The situation also brings
enormous social strains as cities try to cope with the influx of
people and their demands for housing and jobs.
Businessmen in the northern Kurdish govemorate of Dahuk told
RFE/RL's Radio Free Iraq on February 25 that they too are wor¬
ried that the incursion will damage trade between the KRG-
administered areas and Turkey. According to media reports, the
border area remains open for the time being.
Some 80 percent of foreign investment in Iraq's Kurdish region
comes from Turkey, and a protracted military operation would
also ultimately damage Turkish interests. In Dahuk, the seven
largest infrastructure and investment projects are being built by
Turkish construction companies, "The New York Times" reported
on November 7. Turkish ventures include hotels, an overpass, a
museum, and housing projects.

Raising Tensions In Kirkuk
The incursion could also further strain tensions in the oil-rich city
of Kirkuk, which lies just outside the Kurdish autonomous area.
Kirkuk's Turkoman population is largely aligned with the Turkish
government. Turkomans, who are ethnic Turks, rely on Turkey's
patronage and support in their struggle against Iraq's Kurds for
control over Kirkuk. Both groups believe Kirkuk is historically
theirs.
Meanwhile, Iraqi Arabs, many of whom were moved to Kirkuk
under Saddam Hussein's 1980s Arabization campaign, view
Kirkuk as inherently Iraqi, not Kurdish, and they stand firmly
opposed to the governorate's inclusion in the Kurdish region.
The battle over Kirkuk has put the Kurds at a real disadvantage
vis-a-vis their Arab and Turkoman brethren, with the latter two
groups viewing Kurdish designs on Kirkuk as greedy, and ulti¬
mately tied to the issue of oil.
A referendum on the status of Kirkuk was slated to be held in
December. When the referendum, was delayed, Kurdish leaders
saw it as an affront to their "legitimate rights."

No Help From Baghdad
The Turkish incursion also threatens to strain relations between
the KRG and Baghdad. Kamal Kirkuki, deputy speaker of the
Kurdish parliament, told Al-Sharqiyah television on February 24
that the Kurds "believe Turkey's aims go beyond what is said in
the Turkish media." Kirkuki expressed frustration with the cen¬
tral government, saying Baghdad should have pressed the issue
at the United Nations. Instead, the central government "did not
move," he said. Assessing the reasons why, he said the Iraqi
position is weak with regards to Turkey, and Baghdad could
probably not convince Turkey to change its course.
Regional Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzani also criticized Bagh¬
dad in a February 24 press briefing in Irbil. Commenting on
Turkey's bombing of civilian infrastructure, Barzani said: "We
believe this demonstrates that despite its stated aims, Turkey is
targeting the [Iraqi] Kurdistan region itself. I am surprised by
Baghdad's weak response to this clear violation of Iraq's sover¬
eignty."
Indeed, Baghdad has aligned with the Turkish, U.S., and Euro¬
pean position that the PKK is a terrorist organization. As such, it
has reportedly coordinated with the United States and Turkey on
the current operation. White House spokesman Scott Stanzel
told the press on February 22, "There's an ongoing dialogue
between Iraqis and leaders in Turkey about how to best confront
the threat of the PKK." He said the U.S. and the Iraqi govern¬
ments were notified simultaneously about the Turkish military
operation. "We urge [Turkey] to work directly also with the
Iraqis, including Kurdish government officials, in determining
how best to address the threat of the PKK," he added.
Iraq's leaders, including Kurdish leaders in the central govern¬
ment, have thus far adopted a pragmatic approach to dealing
with the Turkey-PKK issue. A statement posted to the Iraqi For¬
eign Ministry's website on February 22 said Deputy Foreign Min¬
ister Labid Abawi summoned the Turkish charge d'affaires in
Baghdad to express the government's concerns that a "military
buildup on the border. ..could lead to a deterioration of the secu¬
rity situation in the region and affect the stability [in Iraq], and
that any military action on the border by the Turkish Army will
be intruding" on Iraq's national sovereignty.
Meanwhile, President Jalal Talabani, who is a Kurd, accepted an
invitation by Turkish President Abdullah Gul to visit Turkey last
week. The visit is expected to take place in April.
For the time being, it appears that the situation will remain sta¬
ble as long as Turkey adheres to its stated goals, namely to
carry out a limited operation targeting the PKK. Should the Turk¬
ish Army venture farther south, stability could be affected to a
greater degree. If that happens, Turkey may also be subjected
to harsh criticism from the international community. But for
now, Turkey appears to have the green light from Baghdad and
the international community to rein in the PKK.
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Iraq denounces Turkish offensive

I

The Iraqi government has denounced a Turkish incursion into northern Iraq in some of the
strongest terms heard since the operation began last week.

n a statement, the Iraqi cabinet expressed its "rejection and
condemnation" of the operation.

It called on Ankara to withdraw its troops immediately.
Snow was impeding operations, Turkey's military said, as fight¬
ing entered a fifth day and was said to be close to a rebel base
in the Zap valley.
The Turkish military says it has killed 153 rebels and lost 19
soldiers since the cross-border attack began on Thursday night.
The rebels of the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) say they have
killed 81 soldiers. Neither report can be independently verified.
Clashes are also reported to be continuing in the mountainous
area of Hakurk.
Ankara accuses the Iraqi government of failing to stop the PKK
from using the area as a safe haven.
'Fierce fighting'
The Iraqi cabinet statement, released by spokesman Ali al-
Dabbagh, condemned Turkish "military interference", calling it a
"violation of Iraq's sovereignty".
It came hours after the deputy speaker of the Kurdish regional
parliament decried the incursion and the response from Bagh¬
dad, during an emergency session.
Kamal al-Kirkuki said the Iraqi central government should have
been "taking the lead in dealing with this problem", but had
"acted weakly" in its response.
Two Turkish soldiers were killed overnight by rebels using "long¬
distance guns", the Turkish military said, adding that the attack¬
ers had been "silenced". Their losses could not be verified be¬
cause of the bad weather, it added.
PKK fighters have been taking advantage of the bad weather,
which is said to be preventing Turkish air support, to attack
Turkish positions, Kurdish media inside Iraq report.
"Fierce fighting erupted, inflicting heavy casualties on both
sides" in the Nerwe and Rekan areas, according to the Patriotic
Union of Kurdistan media website.
Other Kurdish reports speak of sustained fighting overnight in
the Zap valley, about 6km (four miles) from the border.
The camp is used to store rebel equipment and arms, a senior
source in the Turkish military told Reuters news agency.

The source said that should the camp fall, it would be "a big
blow to the PKK's morale".
Operation defended
On Monday, thousands of residents in Diyarbakir, the main city
in Turkey's mainly Kurdish south-east took to the streets to
protest against the operation.

Residents of some villages near the Turkish-Iraqi border com¬
plain they are being targeted in Turkish air strikes and artillery
bombardments.
Speaking in parliament, Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan
insisted that "terrorists", not civilians, were the targets.
Turkey, he added, had "the right to eradicate those who destroy
the peace and comfort of its citizens".
Mr Erdogan thanked the US for providing intelligence for its
operation.
Washington has not condemned the offensive, but urges Ankara
to show restraint and withdraw its forces as soon as possible.
More than 30,000 people have been killed since the PKK began
fighting for a Kurdish homeland in south-eastern Turkey in 1984.
The US, the EU and Turkey regard the PKK as a terrorist
organisation.
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Iraqi Kurds fear for their lives in Turk incursions
Civilians who moved for safety can still hear tanks as troops chase separatist rebels

Yahya Barzanji, Associated Press
Amadiya, Iraq Turkey says it

is not targeting civilians as it
chases after separatist rebels in

northern Iraq, but people in Iraq's
semiautonomous Kurdish region
say they have lived in fear since the
incursion began.

Some residents of this area 18 miles
from the Iraq-Turkey border
thought they'd escaped to a safe
haven, having abandoned homes
closer to the border to avoid skir¬
mishes between the Kurdistan
Workers Party, or PKK, and Turk¬
ish troops. The United States and
the European Union consider the
PKK a terrorist group.
But with the Turks mounting their
first confirmed ground operation in
Iraq since the U.S.-led invasion in
2003, some say they are fearful of

getting caught in the deadly cross
fire.
Already, the Turkish military says it
has killed 153 rebels since fighting
began Thursday. Turks fired bar¬
rage after barrage of artillery shells
at rebels Monday, and its military
said it had hit 30 targets in the last
24 hours. The Turks have put their
own death toll at 17; a funeral serv¬
ice for three guards was held Mon¬
day.

"Whenever the children hear the
military operations, they feel fright¬
ened," said school headmaster Aoni
Mashaghti. "Most of the women
came to school to take their kids
out. Whenever they hear any sound
of bombardment, the school be¬
comes empty."

A 20-year-old woman who identi¬
fied herself only as Hawzan said she
fled to the border region from the al
Qaeda in Iraq stronghold Mosul for
fear of being killed. Now, Turkish
tanks have become her neighbor.
"Whenever a Turkish soldier revs
the engine of the tank, I feel that we
will die," she said. "My daily view is
the bombardment of the mountain
behind us."
Associated Press Television News
footage from the border area
showed Turkish tanks dug into
barren hillsides, with armored
vehicles taking positions in towns.
The PKK wants autonomy for the
predominantly Kurdish southeast¬
ern Turkey, and rebels have carried
out attacks in Turkey from bases in

Kurdish Iraq. The conflict started in
1984 and has killed up to 40,000
people.
Turkey has assured Iraq and the
U.S. military that the operation
would be limited to attacks on
rebels. Lt. Gen. Carter Ham, direc¬
tor of operations for the U.S. Joint
Chiefs of Staff, told reporters at the
Pentagon on Monday that the
United States has no indications
that the Turks are straying from
their original assurance to Wash¬
ington that their incursion would be
"limited in depth and in duration."
The Iraqi government criticized the
offensive on Saturday, saying mili¬
tary operations will not solve the
PKK problem.
The rebels, meanwhile, warned they
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PKK fighters have been taking advantage of the bad weather,
which is said to be preventing Turkish air support, to attack
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Turkey, he added, had "the right to eradicate those who destroy
the peace and comfort of its citizens".
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More than 30,000 people have been killed since the PKK began
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Iraqi Kurds fear for their lives in Turk incursions
Civilians who moved for safety can still hear tanks as troops chase separatist rebels

Yahya Barzanji, Associated Press
Amadiya, Iraq Turkey says it

is not targeting civilians as it
chases after separatist rebels in

northern Iraq, but people in Iraq's
semiautonomous Kurdish region
say they have lived in fear since the
incursion began.

Some residents of this area 18 miles
from the Iraq-Turkey border
thought they'd escaped to a safe
haven, having abandoned homes
closer to the border to avoid skir¬
mishes between the Kurdistan
Workers Party, or PKK, and Turk¬
ish troops. The United States and
the European Union consider the
PKK a terrorist group.
But with the Turks mounting their
first confirmed ground operation in
Iraq since the U.S.-led invasion in
2003, some say they are fearful of

getting caught in the deadly cross
fire.
Already, the Turkish military says it
has killed 153 rebels since fighting
began Thursday. Turks fired bar¬
rage after barrage of artillery shells
at rebels Monday, and its military
said it had hit 30 targets in the last
24 hours. The Turks have put their
own death toll at 17; a funeral serv¬
ice for three guards was held Mon¬
day.

"Whenever the children hear the
military operations, they feel fright¬
ened," said school headmaster Aoni
Mashaghti. "Most of the women
came to school to take their kids
out. Whenever they hear any sound
of bombardment, the school be¬
comes empty."

A 20-year-old woman who identi¬
fied herself only as Hawzan said she
fled to the border region from the al
Qaeda in Iraq stronghold Mosul for
fear of being killed. Now, Turkish
tanks have become her neighbor.
"Whenever a Turkish soldier revs
the engine of the tank, I feel that we
will die," she said. "My daily view is
the bombardment of the mountain
behind us."
Associated Press Television News
footage from the border area
showed Turkish tanks dug into
barren hillsides, with armored
vehicles taking positions in towns.
The PKK wants autonomy for the
predominantly Kurdish southeast¬
ern Turkey, and rebels have carried
out attacks in Turkey from bases in

Kurdish Iraq. The conflict started in
1984 and has killed up to 40,000
people.
Turkey has assured Iraq and the
U.S. military that the operation
would be limited to attacks on
rebels. Lt. Gen. Carter Ham, direc¬
tor of operations for the U.S. Joint
Chiefs of Staff, told reporters at the
Pentagon on Monday that the
United States has no indications
that the Turks are straying from
their original assurance to Wash¬
ington that their incursion would be
"limited in depth and in duration."
The Iraqi government criticized the
offensive on Saturday, saying mili¬
tary operations will not solve the
PKK problem.
The rebels, meanwhile, warned they
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have a home-court advantage.

"We are using guerrilla-fighting
techniques and not fighting as one
fixed front," said Havaw Ruaj, a

PKK spokesman. The rebels are
skilled at fighting in the rocky
mountainous area and changing
their positions, he said.

Massoud Barzani, head of the re¬
gional administration in the semi-
autonomous Kurdish area, warned
that Turkey would face large-scale
resistance if it targeted civilians in
its incursion.

Kurdish demands have run the
spectrum from self-rule to more
limited rights, such as increased
freedom to educate and broadcast
in their language.

The Turkish government granted
some cultural rights to Kurds as
part of its bid to join the European
Union. But many Kurds, who com¬
prise 20 percent of Turkey's popu¬
lation of 75 million, chafe under
state controls on freedom of expres¬
sion.

Turkey has conducted air raids
against the PKK guerrillas in north

ern Iraq since December, with the
help of U.S. intelligence, and it has
periodically carried out "hot pur¬
suits" in which small units some¬
times spend only a few hours inside
Iraq.
Sitting in a cafe watching TV, Kamil
Murad Khan said he joined in a
recent demonstration against the
Turkish forces, during which the
Kurdish forces surrounded the
demonstrators.
"I feel the sympathy with PKK,
because they are Kurds like us," he
said.

But some residents worry less about
taking sides than they do about
surviving.
Hawzan Hussein, who lives in a

community of about 160 families,
said people are worried because
some of the Turkish targets are so
close to their homes.
The explosions "have become a

daily scene that frightened me witii
the possibility of hitting our house
any time," the 25-year-old said.
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Iraq calls on U.S. to intervene in
Turkish incursion

The fighting between its ally and a Kurdish separatist group it
tion puts the Bush administration in a bind. 'They could do

By Asso Ahmed and Tina Susman, Special to The Times
SHILADEZAH, IRAQ - Artillery and

gunfire echoed through the mountains
of northern Iraq on Monday during con¬
tinued clashes between invading Turkish
troops and Kurdish rebels, with Turkey
saying that 153 guerrillas had been killed
in four days.
Iraqi Interior Minister Jawad Bolani sug¬
gested that the United States should do
more to stop the fighting, which has left
villagers stranded by bombed-out
bridges.
"They are the greatest force on the
ground. They have certain obligations,"
Bolani said Monday of the U.S. military,
which has neither intervened in nor com¬
mented on the Turkish incursion. "They
could do more."
The conflict between Turkey and the Kurd¬
istan Workers Party, or PKK, has put
American officials in an uncomfortable
position. Turkey is a NATO ally, and the
U.S. government considers the PKK to be
a terrorist organization. The rebels are
seeking a separate Kurdish state.
The White House has confirmed that it
knew in advance of Turkey's latest military
operation, which began Thursday night.
American officials have said Turkey has
the right to defend itself against the PKK,
which has bases in northern Iraq.
But the U.S. also has an allegiance to
Iraq's government, which has protested
the Turkish incursion.
"Iraq has requested that the Turkish
troops go back to Turkey and respect
Iraq's sovereignty," Bolani said at a meet¬
ing with foreign journalists.
In Washington, Nabi Sensoy, Turkey's
ambassador to the U.S., said in an inter¬
view that he could not say how long the
military operation would last but promised
it would be "limited in size, scope and
duration."

"This is only targeted at the PKK," he said.
"We have no other agenda."
Sensoy said that Turkish media reports
that 10,000 troops were involved in the
operation were "greatly exaggerated," but
he would not say how large a force was
taking part.
Turkey said 15 of its soldiers had been
killed so far. However, PKK spokesman
Ahmed Denis said the Turkish death toll
was far higher.
There was no way to independently con¬
firm the number of casualties on either
side, but the frustration and anger of
locals in the rugged region was clear.
"Why are the Turks doing this, in our land,
our country?" said Aska Shazeen, who
said she was unable to reach her home in
the village of Rashya because the bridge
she had to cross was destroyed. "Who is
responsible?" she cried.
At a cafe in Shiladezah, about 20 miles
south of the Turkish border in Iraq's Da¬
huk province, Nijrvan Khalil expressed the
sentiments of many locals as he vowed to
fight the Turks if the clashes caused any
civilian casualties or targeted regions
outside of PKK areas of operation.

considers a terrorist organiza-
more,' an Iraqi official says.

"I'll be the first to take up arms
against them," he said of the Turks.
Most Iraqi Kurds sympathize with
the demands of Turkey's minority
Kurds for their own homeland.
"They are Kurds like us," said
Khalifa Qadir, another customer in
the cafe, where a TV was showing
news coverage of some Kurds in
Turkey demonstrating for inde¬
pendence.
"This is a nation that won't vanish
easily," said Qadir. "Their demands
should be answered."
The latest fighting has raised con¬
cerns that the peshmerga, the
fighting forces of Iraq's semiau¬
tonomous Kurdistan regional gov¬

ernment, could become entangled in the
clashes if the Turks are seen as violating
their vow to hit only the PKK.

An official with the Kurdistan regional
government, Mohammed Muhsin, said the
local administration did not want to be¬
come part of the conflict but that there
was a line over which Turkey must not
cross.

"From our side, we have a red line: when
our safe villages and the citizens are being
attacked by the Turkish army," he said.
"We will strike with all that we've got, and
the people will participate with the
peshmerga."
At the site of a bridge that once connected
people from dozens of villages in the
Amadiya district, about 15 miles from the
Turkish border, the sounds of gunfire and
artillery shells were clear. Jets flew over
without opening fire, but a peshmerga
soldier quickly ushered visiting journalists
from the area.
"We must get back," he said. "It is possi¬
ble the area will be bombarded."
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Kurdish Battles
The tension on the Turkish- Iraqi border is a time bomb that

Washington must defuse
Grenville Bvford

t's a 30-year-old story between Iraq
and Turkey: the snow melts, the Kurd¬

ish fighters of the PKK emerge from
hibernation in Iraq's Kandil Mountains,
and fighting starts in Turkey's south¬
east. This year the Turkish Army
started early, pushing thousands of men
across the border in the first significant
ground incursion since America arrived
in Iraq. The Turks apparently procured
Washington's acquiescence, but Iraqi
Kurds of all stripes, ranging from the
central government to ordinary Kurdish
citizens to dissident Shiite leader Mo-
qtada al-Sadr, demand Iraqi sovereignty be
defended. That demand is addressed to
Iraq's Kurdish leaders, Jalal Barzani and
Mustafa Talabani. Their Peshmerga fight¬
ers, the most and perhaps only, effective
part of the new Iraqi Army would do the
defending. A Turkish-Peshmerga firefight
would be disastrous, and Washington, if
alert, will already have brokered a tacit
understanding that the incursion will end
before Barzani or Talabani feel they must
act. The Turks by then will have destroyed
supply dumps and inflicted casualties but
not dealt the PKK a fatal blow, just like the
previous 20-odd incursions.
This year, 2008, is different however. The
PKK does face a serious threat, not from
Turkey's soldiers but its politicians. In last
summer's election, Turkey's governing AK
Party displaced the PKK-associated DTP
(think IFÎA and Sinn Fein) as the largest
party in the predominantly Kurdish south¬
east. Nor is AK finished competing for
Kurdish votes. Its leader, Prime Minister
Tayyip Erdogan says he "wants" DTP
stronghold Diyarbakir, Turkey's largest
Kurdish city, in the 2009 local elections. If
he gets it, and Erdogan tends to get what he
wants, he will deal a death blow to the
PKK's claim that only it represents the
aspirations of Turkey's Kurds.

What are these aspirations though? His¬
torically, the PKK fought for an independent
Kurdistan, but since its leader, Abdullah
Ocalan, was captured in 1999, the group
has focused on Kurdish rights. Turkey's
secular establishment however, sees any
move to legitimize Kurdish language and
culture as dismembering the republic. They
speak of "separatism," whereas Erdogan
admits to a "Kurdish problem." My travels
in Turkey's southeast suggest few Turkish
Kurds want separation, but all yearn for
cultural recognition. "We [Turks and Kurds]
built this country together" one Kurdish
politician told me "Turks have rights in
Diyarbakir, and Kurds have rights in Istan¬
bul."

The problem goes back to the republic's
beginnings. "Happy is he who can say, 'I
am a Turk'" proclaimed Turkey's founder,
Kemal Ataturk. It's a slogan Turkey's Army
has plastered across the southeast. Unfor¬
tunately, the word 'Turk" means both citi¬
zen of the republic and ethnic Turk. Ataturk
originally meant "citizen," but most Kurds
today hear "ethnic Turk." They might say "I
am a Turkish citizen" more or less happily,
but being Kurds, they are damned if they
will say they are Turks. A start has been
made at multicultural reform, but much
remains to be done. Erdogan's problem is
that while his political ambitions in Diyar¬
bakir require he attempt it, his base has
insisted that he first remove the ban on
women with headscarves attending univer¬
sity. For this, he needs the help of Turkey's
nationalist MHP, which adamantly opposes
multiculturalism. As do Turkey's generals,
the longtime cheerleaders for today's in¬

cursion. In approving it finally, Erdogan
probably calculates that he gets the gener¬
als off his back and maybe blunts the PKK
summer offensive, so he can push ahead
with political reform.

The PKK in fact faces a defining moment:
absent terrorist violence, Erdogan will have
the running room to enact reform, but he
will gain politically if he seizes the opportu¬
nity. If the PKK truly cares about reform, it
will accept its partial eclipse by AK as the
necessary price. If the PKK, however,
cares only to demonstrate its own impor¬
tance, then it will struggle to overcome its
losses during the incursion and visit vio¬
lence upon Turkey's southeast this sum¬
mer. No Turkish government will push
reform while soldiers die in terror attacks.
History suggests the PKK will opt for its
own narrow interests, which may be why
AK is gaining Kurdish support.

Meanwhile Barzani and Talabani hold a
critical card. One axiom of counterinsur-
gency is that a guerrilla force with signifi¬
cant local support is undefeatable. Against
Turks (or Americans), Iraqi Kurds will
support the PKK. Only their own

Peshmerga have greater claim on their
loyalty. So only Barzani and Talabani can
control the PKK, though they deny this
capability because they have no wish to
fight fellow Kurds. What do they want,
though, that might alter their calculus? The
short answer is independence, or as much
devolution as they can negotiate with their
fellow Iraqis. To secure their gains, how¬
ever, they need a lifeline that does not come
through southern Iraq. Something only
Turkey can provide.

The deal is evident: Barzani and Talabani
control the PKK, if Turkey acquiesces to
whatever level of independence they can
get. Turkey fears this quasi-Kurdistan
would attract its own Kurds, but surely the
PKK is the larger problem. Anyway, seri¬
ous political reform should defang the
threat. Northern Iraq may look peaceful and
democratic to Westerners focused on the
south, but Turkey's Kurds understand it is
really two mutually antagonistic, quasi-
feudal statelets named Barzanistan and
Talabanistan.

The United States can and should
broker this deal as the best way to avoid a
border war between Iraq and Turkey. Su¬

perficially it foreshadows the effective
breakup of Iraq. But who are we kidding?
Barzani and Talabani are going to go for as
much independence as they can get any¬
way, and with their powerful, American-
armed Peshmerga, this will be a lot. They
will likely be more cooperative if they think
their gains are secured by Turkey's acqui¬
escence. Meanwhile, helping the Turkish
government draw the poison of the PKK will
promote Turkey's development as a real,
First World democracy. That's something
as important to America's long-term inter¬
est as a unitary Iraq.

Grenville Byford researches and
writes about Turkey and the Muslim
world. He is a former affiliate of Har¬
vard's Kennedy School of Government
and currently lives in Paris.
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world. He is a former affiliate of Har¬
vard's Kennedy School of Government
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THE TURKISH INVASION COULD DESTROY
A UNIFIED IRAQ

The biggest ground invasion since 2003

Patrick Cockburn:

Iraq is disintegrating faster
than ever. The Turkish army

invaded the north of the coun¬
try last week and is still there.
Iraqi Kurdistan is becoming like
Gaza where Israel can send in
its tanks and helicopters at
will.
The US, so sensitive to any
threat to Iraqi sovereignty
from Iran or Syria, has blandly
consented to the Turkish at¬
tack on the one part of Iraq
which was at peace. The Turk¬
ish government piously claims
that its army is in pursuit of
PKK Turkish Kurd guerrillas,
but it is unlikely to inflict seri¬
ous damage on them as they
hide in long-prepared bunkers
and deep ravines of the Kurd¬
ish mountains. What the Turk¬
ish incursion is doing is weak¬
ening the Kurdistan Regional
Government, the autonomous
Kurdish zone, the creation of
which is one of the few con¬
crete achievements of the US
and British invasion of Iraq five
years ago.

One of the most extraordinary
developments in the Iraqi war
has been the success with
which the White House has
been able to persuade so much
of the political and media es¬
tablishment in the US that, by
means of "the Surge", an extra
30,000 US troops, it is on the
verge of political and military
success in Iraq. All that is
needed now, argue US gener

als, is political reconciliation
between the Iraqi communi¬
ties.
Few demands could be more
hypocritical. American success
in reducing the level of vio¬
lence over the last year has
happened precisely because
Iraqis are so divided. The
Sunni Arabs of Iraq were the
heart of the rebellion against
the American occupation. In
fighting the US forces, they
were highly successful. But in
2006, after the bombing of the
Shia shrine at Samarra, Bagh¬
dad and central Iraq was
wracked by a savage civil war
between Shia and Sunni. In
some months the bodies of
3,000 civilians were found, and
many others lie buried in the
desert or disappeared into the
river. I do not know an Iraqi
family that did not lose a rela¬
tive, and usually more than
one.

The Shia won this civil war. By
the end of 2006 they held
threequarters of Baghdad. The
Sunni rebels, fighting the Me¬
hdi Army Shia militia and the
Shia, dominated the Iraqi army
and police, and also under
pressure from al Qa'ida, de¬
cided to end their war with US
forces. They formed al-Sahwa,
the Awakening movement,
which is now allied to and paid
for by the US.

In effect Iraq now has an
80,000 strong Sunni militia
which does not hide its con

tempt for the Iraqi govern¬
ment, which it claims is domi¬
nated by Iranian controlled
militias. The former anti-
American guerrillas have
largely joined al-Sahwa. The
Shia majority, for its part, is
determined not to let the Sunni
win back their control of the
Iraqi state. Power is more
fragmented than ever.
This all may sound like good
news for America. For the
moment its casualties are
down. Fewer Iraqi civilians are
being slaughtered. But the
Sunni have not fallen in love
with the occupation. The fun¬
damental weakness of the US
position in Iraq remains its lack
of reliable allies outside Kurdis¬
tan. At one moment, British
officers used to lecture their
American counterparts, much
to their irritation, about the
British Army's rich experience
of successful counter-
insurgency warfare in Malaya
and Northern Ireland. "That
showed a fundamental misun¬
derstanding of Iraq on our
part," a former British officer in
Basra told me in exasperation.
"In Malaya the guerrillas all
came from the minority Chi¬
nese community and in North¬
ern Ireland from the minority
Roman Catholics. Basra was
exactly the opposite. The ma¬
jority supported our enemies.
We had no friends there."
This lack of allies may not be
so immediately obvious in

Baghdad and central Iraq be¬
cause both Shia and Sunni are
willing and at times eager to
make tactical alliances with US
forces. But in the long term
neither Sunni nor Shia Arab
want the Americans to stay in
Iraq. Hitherto the only reliable
American allies have been the
Kurds, who are now discover¬
ing that Washington is not
going to protect them against
Turkey.
Very little is holding Iraq to¬
gether. The government is
marooned in the Green Zone.
Having declared the Surge a
great success, the US military
commanders need just as
many troops to maintain a

semblance of control now as
they did before the Surge. The
mainly Shia police force re¬
gards al-Sahwa as anti-
government guerrillas wearing
new uniforms.
The Turkish invasion should
have given the government in
Baghdad a chance to defend
Iraq's territorial integrity and
burnish its patriotic credentials.
Instead the prime minister
Nouri al-Maliki has chosen this
moment to have his regular
medical check up in London, a

visit which his colleagues say is
simply an excuse to escape
Baghdad. Behind him he has
left a country which is visibly
falling apart.
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Turkish Daily News February 27, 2008

The land operation: For how long and to what extent?
Militarily speaking, the difference between launching a 'security operation' and

becoming an 'occupying force' is as thin as a stick
Cenqiz CANDAR

The land operation launched by the
Turkish military into northern Iraq

is obviously not a "picnic," as the death
toll reveals. The involvement of special
units makes loss of life more meaningful
and the magnitude of the incursion brings
questions to mind about the length and
scope of it.

We hear a quite strong voice rising in
Turkey and saying "Let's form a buffer
zone; let's settle in northern Iraq." Some
"experts" point out that the encounters
would continue a couple of weeks and that
we should remain in Iraq by the end of
April.

If the scope of the operation is not
clearly defined, Turkey could face a risk of
losing stability in the southeast, in addi¬
tion to being stuck in the north of Iraq.
Militarily speaking, the difference between
a "security operation" and becoming an
"occupying force" is as thin as a stick.
Serious deviations could be seen in calcu¬
lations made at the table and the necessi¬
ties surface in the battlefield.

All the way to Kandil?:
It is no secret that the political-military

headquarters of the outlawed Kurdistan
Workers' Party (PKK) are located in the
Kandil mountain range together with a
significant part of its armed forced. The
land operation, on the other hand, is tak¬
ing place in a relatively remote area from
Kandil.Almost everyone knows that a
frontal fight by regular forces against an
irregular one is impossible. And by looking
at the map, we see that the operation
plans to bloc the routes of PKK infiltration
to Turkey and to ruin the organization's
logistic infrastructure in the region. How¬
ever, one realizes that the PKK would
relocate in the areas evacuated after the
"mission is accomplished. "In this case, will
the Turkish Armed Forces (TSK) remain in
the Iraqi side of the border? If so, for how
long? Is this possible "politically?" These
are valid questions, but are not yet an¬
swered .This is a "United States-approved"

incursion by all means. A military opera¬
tion "despite the U.S." would not be pos¬
sible. But we have to realize that the U.S.
"green light" is for a limited distance and
period. Iraqi Kurds have already officially
begun to accuse the U.S. The statement
issued by the U.S. Secretary of Defense
Robert Gates who is expected in Ankara
next week and who dramatically fine
tuned the U.S. -Turkey policy by giving
support to Turkey against the PKK, de¬
spite "isolating Iran," is more criti¬
cal. Gates clearly announced that the in¬
cursion cannot alone resolve the "PKK
issue." And he directly answered to a
related question with "No." Then the de¬
fense secretary said:

"I think all our experience in Iraq and
Afghanistan shows us that while dealing
with a terrorist problem does require se¬
curity operations, it also requires eco¬
nomic and political initiatives. Military
efforts must be supplemented by other
political and economic outreach to Kurds.
After a certain point people become inured
to military attacks and if you do not blend
them with these kinds of non-military
initiatives, then at a certain point the
military efforts become less and less ef¬
fective."

The short translation of this is that Tur¬
key is expected to come up with "political
projects" to resolve the "Kurdish issue."
As for the on-going operation, Gates said
that he wants the incursion to "come to a

quick end."
If the operation lasts longer, the Euro¬

pean Union will raise objections. Besides
the central Baghdad administration, which
was criticized previously by the regional
Kurdish administration in northern Iraq as
an excuse to make a flimsy objection to
the incursion, will assert that the "sover¬
eignty of Iraq is being violated" and speak
out louder.

If the Turkish military remains in Iraq for
a longer period of time, we would be in
trouble, not only militarily but also politi

cally and diplomatically. We cannot not
say yet that Turkey has already stuck, or
is about to get stuck, in the northern Iraq
quagmire but this will happen, if the Turk¬
ish troops fight against the Iraqi Kurdish
peshmerga units next to the PKK.

The thick red line:
Until now the operation region consists

of relatively isolated areas rarely popu¬
lated with the peshmerga units. The PKK
wants to pull Turkish troops inside the
region and make them fight against the
Iraqi Kurdish forces. The PKK leaders
already claim that the Iraqi President Jalal
Talabani invited the Turkish land opera¬
tion. By doing so, they are trying to form
public opinion in favor of the PKK and
forcing Iraqi Kurdish leaders to resist
against Turkey. If the field of operation is
stretched to the south, to inside regions,
this would have an impact on all balances
in Iraq and more importantly could have
political outcomes. The structure in Iraq is
quite fragile. Deployment of the
peshmerga forces in Baghdad, Mosoul and
traditional Shiite-Sunni conflict areas
played a role in relatively decreasing acts
of violence taking place in the middle
parts of the country. If Kurds pull out
these forces from where they are de¬
ployed now and move them up to the
north, the security balance in central Iraq,
which is hung by a thread already, will
collapse. And the U.S. does not have the
capacity to fix this at the moment.

Consequently the U.S. "green light"
given to Turkish forces would transform
into a "thick red line" in case of a possible
fight between the Turkish military and
the peshmerga.

The decision mechanism in Ankara and
politics is to show some talent to make
this "fine tuning." How can we ensure that
this is done already, or would be done?
We have to wait and see the develop¬
ments in the coming days to have a full-
fledged answer to this question.

sKLRDIS' -vit:] 27 February 2008

Residents fear more Turkish attacks
The call for Turkish base closures grows amid residents

and government officials.
By Khidhr Domle
The Kurdish Globe

that our
will become

the battlefield and we will lose
the stability and source of our
lives. "-Osman Ibrahim, Seree
village resident. During an

" lA#e ^ear
. . . Wland

extraordinary session held on
Tuesday, Kurdistan Region's
Parliament asked Kurdistan
Regional Government to close
Turkish military bases inside
the Iraqi Kurdistan region.
Parliament called for the can¬
cellation of all agreements and

treaties signed between the
former Iraqi system and Tur¬
key, and also called on the
current Iraqi authorities to
publicize past and present
agreements signed between
Iraqi government and Ankara
concerning Kurdistan.

The Peshmarga and Interior
ministries read from reports
concerning the Turkish border
offensive, which included "ask¬
ing the United States to pre¬
vent Turkish attacks because
they cause instability in the
area."
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Both ministries requested that
the U.S. "commit to its obliga¬
tions toward Iraq," and re¬
quested that Baghdad "hold a
session of the Security Council"
on the issue. Closing Turkish
Army bases inside Kurdistan
Region and the withdrawal of
the Turkish troops were top
demands in the reports.
The Turkmen Bloc in Kurdistan
Parliament also voiced their
call for Turkey to think of
peaceful and democratic solu¬
tions.
Border residents frightened
and worried As Turkish
troops destroyed four bridges
across a remote mountain river
on the Iraqi Kurdistan border,
border residents are experienc¬
ing fear and anxiety at the
sounds of Turkish aircraft.
"The continuous Turkish air

strikes and troop operations
have planted fear in the hearts
of the people of the border
districts, and people have
started to flee," said Hassan
Osman, who was with his
friend, breeding sheep and
cows, to The Globe.
Osman added: "A month ago,

this district [Gali Balinda] was
full of shepherds, peasants,
farmers, and landowners. But
now, the district is deserted
because they are worried
about their lives."
The district of Gali Balinda is
15 kilometers from the Turkish
border. It was previously
shelled, causing residents to
flee. The most recent Turkish

attack destroyed three bridges,
and Osman stated: "We are
filled with terror when we come
here, but we have no other
choice because it is the source
of our living."

stand against them with all the
forces that we have, and we
can say that the Turkish troops
have no place in our district,"
Hussein Qudshi, who is 63
years old, told the independent
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This picture shows a view of the Turkish army
base in Bamarne, February 25. Residents
prevented Turkish tanks moving forward
from the base on Friday, 45 kilometers from
northern Duhok city. GLOBE PHOTO/ Safen
Hamed

There is massive discontent
with Turkish troop presence in
the district and most want
them to leave. Residents
resisted the arrival of Turkish
troops, preventing Turkish
tanks moving forward from the
Bamarne base, 45 kilometers
from northern Duhok city.

"We stood against the Turkish
tanks coming from their bases
in Bamarne, and if the tanks
come again, we will again

news agency Voices of Iraq.
Qudshi, who was not far from

the Turkish base, added: "It is
enough that they, the Turkish
troops, have attacked us for
many years, and the sooner
they leave the better it is be¬
cause we are not going to
leave our land and let them
conquer it and walk freely. We
are defending and will defend
our land." In the border vil¬
lages, residents didn't expect

Turkish operations would in¬
crease to this extent.

"We don't know to what de¬
gree our life will continue like
this; the threats, shelling, and
military maneuvers have af¬
fected us and we are anxious
about the situation," said
Muhammad Salim Sawar, 53,
adding: "Why don't they leave
us and let us be safe? What's
our relationship with Turkish
problems?"

The continuous Turkish shell¬
ing has struck fear in the peo¬
ple of Seree village because
the base of Turkish troops is
also present there.
"I wish I had an opportunity to

close the Turkish base here,
and we want the problem
solved," said Abdullah Salih
Gabriel, 43. Gabriel added:
"The Turkish shelling has de¬
stabilized our lives, from stabil¬
ity to thinking. The war means
destabilization in our future
and it causes fear; we hoped
that our future would be bet¬
ter, but Turkish threats have
changed everything."
Another resident, Osman
Ibrahim, who also fled the
area, added: "We are afraid
and we cannot move freely in
our land; fear has conquered
our lives. Turkey wants to
share its problem with us, and
its troops shell our place where
there are no PKK guerrillas.
That's why we fear that our
land will become the battlefield
and we will lose the stability
and source of our lives."
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Big powers react to Turkish invasion
A Kurdish member of Iraqi Parliament holds U.S. responsible.

A Kurdish Peshmarga soldier guards at the
Ibrahim Khalil crossing border point with
Turkey while tankers are still moving and
transporting fuel in and out, Saturday Febru¬
ary 23. GLOBE PHOTO/ Safen Hamed

By Passim Khidhir
The Kurdish Globe
AS THE region's sovereignty is

invaded, Peshmerga forces are
on full alert and ready to de¬
fend the region's interests and
citizens.

Britain called for Turkey to
withdraw its forces from Kurd¬
istan Region in "northern Iraq,"
but at the same time it con¬
demned Turkish-Kurdish PKK
militants for mounting cross-
border attacks.

In a statement, the British
Foreign Office said, "The
United Kingdom condemns PKK
attacks in Turkey and the loss
of life that these attacks have
caused and understands Tur¬
key's desire to counter the
PKK.

"We would encourage Turkey
to withdraw from Iraqi territory
as early as possible and to take
the greatest possible care to
avoid causing harm to the
civilian population."

Britain, which supports Tur¬
key's European Union ambi¬
tions, said it was working with
the governments in Ankara and
Baghdad, plus the Kurdish
regional authorities in northern
Iraq, to resolve the issue dip¬
lomatically. It also said it
wanted to prevent I
raqi territory from being used
as a base for attacks on Tur¬
key. Also, Germany warned
Turkey of the "risk of destabili¬
zation" following its military
incursion into Iraqi Kurdistan
and said it must act within
international law.

German government spokes¬
man Martin Jaeger said that
Berlin was watching develop¬
ments with "a great deal of
anxiety."
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Both ministries requested that
the U.S. "commit to its obliga¬
tions toward Iraq," and re¬
quested that Baghdad "hold a
session of the Security Council"
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Army bases inside Kurdistan
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the Turkish troops were top
demands in the reports.
The Turkmen Bloc in Kurdistan
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call for Turkey to think of
peaceful and democratic solu¬
tions.
Border residents frightened
and worried As Turkish
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this district [Gali Balinda] was
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now, the district is deserted
because they are worried
about their lives."
The district of Gali Balinda is
15 kilometers from the Turkish
border. It was previously
shelled, causing residents to
flee. The most recent Turkish

attack destroyed three bridges,
and Osman stated: "We are
filled with terror when we come
here, but we have no other
choice because it is the source
of our living."

stand against them with all the
forces that we have, and we
can say that the Turkish troops
have no place in our district,"
Hussein Qudshi, who is 63
years old, told the independent

%RSi#f -Jfmmr

» I i<

"<> ««!*!£
This picture shows a view of the Turkish army
base in Bamarne, February 25. Residents
prevented Turkish tanks moving forward
from the base on Friday, 45 kilometers from
northern Duhok city. GLOBE PHOTO/ Safen
Hamed

There is massive discontent
with Turkish troop presence in
the district and most want
them to leave. Residents
resisted the arrival of Turkish
troops, preventing Turkish
tanks moving forward from the
Bamarne base, 45 kilometers
from northern Duhok city.

"We stood against the Turkish
tanks coming from their bases
in Bamarne, and if the tanks
come again, we will again

news agency Voices of Iraq.
Qudshi, who was not far from

the Turkish base, added: "It is
enough that they, the Turkish
troops, have attacked us for
many years, and the sooner
they leave the better it is be¬
cause we are not going to
leave our land and let them
conquer it and walk freely. We
are defending and will defend
our land." In the border vil¬
lages, residents didn't expect

Turkish operations would in¬
crease to this extent.

"We don't know to what de¬
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military maneuvers have af¬
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Muhammad Salim Sawar, 53,
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ity to thinking. The war means
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our land; fear has conquered
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That's why we fear that our
land will become the battlefield
and we will lose the stability
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Big powers react to Turkish invasion
A Kurdish member of Iraqi Parliament holds U.S. responsible.

A Kurdish Peshmarga soldier guards at the
Ibrahim Khalil crossing border point with
Turkey while tankers are still moving and
transporting fuel in and out, Saturday Febru¬
ary 23. GLOBE PHOTO/ Safen Hamed

By Passim Khidhir
The Kurdish Globe
AS THE region's sovereignty is

invaded, Peshmerga forces are
on full alert and ready to de¬
fend the region's interests and
citizens.

Britain called for Turkey to
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but at the same time it con¬
demned Turkish-Kurdish PKK
militants for mounting cross-
border attacks.

In a statement, the British
Foreign Office said, "The
United Kingdom condemns PKK
attacks in Turkey and the loss
of life that these attacks have
caused and understands Tur¬
key's desire to counter the
PKK.

"We would encourage Turkey
to withdraw from Iraqi territory
as early as possible and to take
the greatest possible care to
avoid causing harm to the
civilian population."

Britain, which supports Tur¬
key's European Union ambi¬
tions, said it was working with
the governments in Ankara and
Baghdad, plus the Kurdish
regional authorities in northern
Iraq, to resolve the issue dip¬
lomatically. It also said it
wanted to prevent I
raqi territory from being used
as a base for attacks on Tur¬
key. Also, Germany warned
Turkey of the "risk of destabili¬
zation" following its military
incursion into Iraqi Kurdistan
and said it must act within
international law.

German government spokes¬
man Martin Jaeger said that
Berlin was watching develop¬
ments with "a great deal of
anxiety."
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"In all events, respect for
international law must be the
criteria for any action," he told
a press briefing in the German
capital. "We call on the Turk¬
ish government, in its fight
against terrorism, to restrict
itself to measures which, in the
last resource, are necessary for
the protection of the Turkish
population, and we warn
against an additional worsen¬
ing of the situation."
The presence of Turkish

troops in Iraqi Kurdistan "rep¬
resents not a small risk of
destabilization and our em¬
bassy in Ankara is trying to
make contact with the Secre¬
tary-General of the [Turkish]
National Security Council to
have clearer information," he
added. Australian Foreign
Minister Stephen Smith called
on Turkey to withdraw its
troops from Iraqi Kurdistan
Region "as soon as possible."

Smith said Turkey should
recognize Iraq's sovereignty
and that its soldiers in Iraq
should leave. "Irrespective of
the number of troops, the
Turks should respect Iraq's
sovereignty and they should
retreat back over the border as
soon as possible," he told the
Nine network.

The Kurds believe that Turkey
is using PKK as an excuse to
invade Kurdistan Region, and
they judge the Turkish raids
have a secondary purpose of
discouraging a referendum on
Kirkuk city. On Saturday,
February 23, the Kurdistan
Region Presidency warned
Turkey that if civilians come
under attack or harmed, then
the Kurds would have no op¬
tion but to defend themselves
against Turkish troops.
"Nowadays we have doubts

about the real intention of
Turkish attacks either targeting
Kurdistan Region or the PKK. If
not, why were the bridges
located deep in civilian settle

ments destroyed?" read the
statement issued by the Kurd¬
istan Presidency. The White
House called on Turkey to limit
its incursion inside Iraq.
"It's obviously not an ideal

situation," White House
spokeswoman Dana Perino told
reporters. "We hope that this is
a short-term incursion so that
they can help deal with the
threat." The White House
hopes Turkey's latest armed
raids in Kurdistan will not harm
civilians, a spokeswoman said
on Monday. She said that
U.S. officials were in contact
with the Turkish government
and praised the dialogue be¬
tween Ankara and Iraqi leaders
over the problem.

"We are in communication
and dialogue with them to
make sure that this is handled
in a way that is narrow, nar¬
rowly targeted, to hit the PKK
and to limit and hopefully
cause no civilian casualties,"
she said. Meanwhile, U.S.
Defense Secretary Robert
Gates said he hopes Turkey
keeps its ground campaign
against PKK militants in Kurdis¬
tan Region "short," and urged
it to do more to reconcile with
its Kurdish minority.

"In terms of the current
operations, I would hope that it
would be short, that it would
be precise and avoid the loss of
innocent life, and that they
leave as quickly as they can
accomplish the mission," Gates
told reporters. Asked how
short, he said, "The shorter the
better." Gates, who travels
next week to Ankara, said he
did not think Iraq's stability
was threatened by the Turkish
operations, and he said Turkey
has suffered from PKK attacks
on Turkish troops and civilians
in its territory. But he said
Turkey should show respect for
Iraqi sovereignty by being
more open with the Iraqi and
Kurdistan Region governments

about its plans and intentions.
"I think there can always be

improvement in the timeliness
and the depth of the dialogue.
I think it can't just be a one¬
time event. There has to be an
ongoing dialogue," he said.

Gates cited the counter-
insurgency lessons the United
States has learned in Afghani¬
stan and Iraq in urging Turkey
to complement its military
operations with initiatives
aimed at addressing Kurdish
grievances and eliminating
popular support for the PKK.

"But these economic and po¬
litical measures are really im¬
portant because after a certain
point people become inured to
military attacks," he said.

"And if you don't blend them
with these kinds of non-
military initiatives, then at a

certain point the military ef¬
forts become less and less
effective."
Kurds say U.S. responsible
for Turkish aggres
sion "Everybody knows that
the mission of coalition troops
is to protect the Iraqi borders,
[especially] after disbanding
the former army in 2003 and
until the [new] Iraqi security
forces are fully prepared to
assume the task," said Sami
Atroshi, Kurdish MP in Bagh¬
dad. The Kurdish MP consid¬
ered the U.S. approval of the
Turkish attacks "illogical" and
said it harmed the Kurds. H

e stressed the importance of
Turkey adopting diplomatic
relations with Iraq instead of
military measures to resolve
the PKK issue. Kurdistan
Region PM Nechirvan Barzani
in a press conference on Sun¬
day, February 24, said: "The
Americans told us that the
Turkish operations would be
limited and would end by the
beginning of the current year,
but unfortunately, we are ap¬
proaching the third month and
the problem remains."

What are the real casualties
of PKK and Turkish forces?

The PKK says since the Turk¬
ish attacks began last Thurs¬
day, February 21, PKK fighters
have killed 80 Turkish soldiers
and shot down a Turkish heli¬
copter; PKK fighters also killed
several Kurds who collaborated
with the Turkish Army. But the
PKK denies this information
announced by the Turkish
Army regarding PKK causali¬
ties.
"What was mentioned by the

Turkish Army regarding PKK
casualties is far from the truth
since last Thursday only four
PKK guerrillas were killed and
18 were wounded," said the
chief of PKK foreign relations,
Ahmed Deniz, to The Kurdish
Globe in a phone call.
Deniz said heavy clashes con¬

tinue between PKK fighters and
Turkish forces in the areas of
Zab, Ava Shin, and Basti in
Amadya district. He said
Turkish forces retreated in four
areas in this district, and the
Turkish Army is now just three
kilometers inside Kurdistan
Region territory. The Turkish
Army said it has killed 153
Kurdis
h fighters since sending troops
into northern Iraq on February
21, as it resisted calls by the
U.S. to end the military opera¬
tion. The official Web site of
the Turkish military reported
that the Turkish Army has
killed 41 PKK militants in the
past 24 hours. Two Turkish
soldiers also died in the fight¬
ing, bringing the death toll
among Turkish troops to 17.

Turkey won't end the military
operation until "targets are
reached," government
spokesman Cemil Cicek told
reporters in the Turkish capital
of Ankara, adding that Turkey
was permitted to enter north¬
ern Iraq under articles of the
United Nations Charter govern¬
ing rights to self defense

Ap Associated Press
Lawmakers: Europe Must Do More in Iraq

February 27. 2008

BRUSSELS, Belgium (AP) - EU efforts have failed to help improve the
situation in Iraq, a European Parliament report said Wednesday, calling for the
27-nation union to expand its presence on the ground.

Since 2003, the European Union has committed more than $1.2 billion for
reconstruction.

But "Europe can do much more and much better, namely by ... considerably
expanding its presence on the ground and by finding more creative ways to use
its resources," the report said.

Lawmakers from the European Parliament's foreign affairs committee called
for the EU to expand its presence by operating on the ground in the Kurdish
region in the north, among others, and by boosting its operations in the cities of
Basra and Irbil.

They urged the EU to debate a new strategy in Iraq with the United States and,

with Washington, to hold talks with Syria and Iran to discuss Iraq's future
"without prejudice to any other issue of concern."
The report also recommended channeling aid into justice, human rights, finan¬
cial and budget management, health and education. Lawmakers also called for
strengthened border controls that would reduce the flow of weapons into the
country, and for a legally binding EU code of conduct on arms exports.

The EU should make it easier for Iraqis to find refuge in its member states and
scrap "arbitrary criteria to granting protection and prevent any forced return,"
the report said.

Some 40,000 Iraqi refugees are estimated to have reached the EU in 2007 -
double the number in 2006, which was twice the number as in 2005.

The 785-member European Parliament is based in Strasbourg, France.
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L'armée turque mène de durs
combats dans le nord de l'Irak 27 FEVRIER 2008

Qth

Des milliers
de soldats turcs
sont engagés
dans une bataille
qui vise les places
fortes du PKK
et qui pourrait durer
plusieurs semaines

ISTAMBOUL
De notre correspondante

Les combats entre l'armée
turque et les activistes kur¬
des du PKK (Parti des tra¬
vailleurs du Kurdistan) se

sont intensifiés, hier, au cinquième
jour de l'opération « Soleil » lancée
par Ankara dans le nord de l'Irak.
Selon certaines sources nord-ira¬
kiennes, les vallées de Cemco, de
Hakurk et de Zap étaient la proie
hier «d'intenses bombardements».

Si Ankara n'a pas confirmé la
prise de Zap, l'un des principaux
bastions du PKK dans la région,
l'encerclement de ce site est déjà en
soi un symbole pour l'armée turque
qui ne s'y est pas introduite depuis
1996. La prochaine étape pourrait
être les monts Kandil, situés à l'ex¬
trême sud-est de la frontière turco-
irakienne. C'est là que se trouvent
les quartiers généraux du PKK.
Ankara estime à environ 4000 le
nombre de rebelles retranchés
dans le nord de l'Irak.

Les bilans humains fournis par
les deux parties constituent les
seuls indicateurs de la violence
des combats, à défaut de pouvoir
confirmer sur le terrain -qua¬
siment inaccessible - l'intensité
des opérations. Selon un com¬
muniqué publié lundi soir par
l'armée turque, 17 soldats et plus
de 153 terroristes seraient tombés
en quatre jours de combat.

L'agence Firat, proche du PKK,
évoque de son côté la mort de trois
militants kurdes et de 81 soldats ,

turcs. Interrogé sur la durée de
cette opération, le gouvernement
tentait hier d'éluder la question. Le
premier ministre Recep Tayyip Er¬
dogan a simplement affirmé que

Soldats turcs dans la province de Sirnak. Cette incursion terrestre est la plus importante

menée depuis dix ans par la Turquie dans le nord de l'Irak.
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les soldats rentreraient «le plus tôt
possible. » La plupart des observa¬
teurs évoquent une opération
pouvant durer de deux semaines
à deux mois.

Cette incursion terrestre, la plus

importante menée depuis dix ans
par l'armée turque dans le nord de
l'Irak, reste toutefois très éloignée,
par son ampleur, des opérations
menées dans les années 1990.
Bien que l'armée refuse de préci¬
ser le nombre de troupes engagées,
les estimations ne dépassent pas
10000 hommes, dont 3000 soldats
d'élite. En 1995, la Turquie avait en¬
voyé 35 000 hommes dans le nord

de l'Irak, dans le cadre de l'opéra¬
tion «Acier» et y avait instauré une
zone tampon.
Autre différence de taille, à l'épo¬

que de Saddam Hussein, l'armée

turque avait obtenu le soutien
de certaines formations kurdes
d'Irak, dont celle de Massoud
Barzani, actuel président de la
région autonome kurde d'Irak.
Or, aujourd'hui, si l'armée turque
intervient avec le soutien impli¬
cite des Américains, très présents
dans la région, elle n'a pas l'aval
des autorités locales, accusées du
coup par Ankara d'entretenir des
relations de «connivences» avec
le PKK.

L'armée turque, dans un commu¬
niqué publié dimanche, avait ainsi
pris à partie l'administration kurde
d'Irak, attendant qu'elle «empêche
l'organisation terroriste kurde (...)
d'entrer dans la région et d'y trouver
protection». SelonAnkara, de nom¬
breux militants seraient en train de .

« Nous défendrons
notre sol
si les opérations
prennent davantage
d'ampleur. »

fuir les montagnes et chercheraient
un abri auprès des autorités loca¬
les. Le pouvoir central irakien, à
Bagdad, a de son côté haussé le ton
hier. «Nous défendrons notre sol si
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les soldats rentreraient «le plus tôt
possible. » La plupart des observa¬
teurs évoquent une opération
pouvant durer de deux semaines
à deux mois.

Cette incursion terrestre, la plus

importante menée depuis dix ans
par l'armée turque dans le nord de
l'Irak, reste toutefois très éloignée,
par son ampleur, des opérations
menées dans les années 1990.
Bien que l'armée refuse de préci¬
ser le nombre de troupes engagées,
les estimations ne dépassent pas
10000 hommes, dont 3000 soldats
d'élite. En 1995, la Turquie avait en¬
voyé 35 000 hommes dans le nord

de l'Irak, dans le cadre de l'opéra¬
tion «Acier» et y avait instauré une
zone tampon.
Autre différence de taille, à l'épo¬

que de Saddam Hussein, l'armée

turque avait obtenu le soutien
de certaines formations kurdes
d'Irak, dont celle de Massoud
Barzani, actuel président de la
région autonome kurde d'Irak.
Or, aujourd'hui, si l'armée turque
intervient avec le soutien impli¬
cite des Américains, très présents
dans la région, elle n'a pas l'aval
des autorités locales, accusées du
coup par Ankara d'entretenir des
relations de «connivences» avec
le PKK.

L'armée turque, dans un commu¬
niqué publié dimanche, avait ainsi
pris à partie l'administration kurde
d'Irak, attendant qu'elle «empêche
l'organisation terroriste kurde (...)
d'entrer dans la région et d'y trouver
protection». SelonAnkara, de nom¬
breux militants seraient en train de .

« Nous défendrons
notre sol
si les opérations
prennent davantage
d'ampleur. »

fuir les montagnes et chercheraient
un abri auprès des autorités loca¬
les. Le pouvoir central irakien, à
Bagdad, a de son côté haussé le ton
hier. «Nous défendrons notre sol si
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lesopérations prennentdavantage
d'ampleur», a déclaré le ministre
de l'intérieur irakien.

Au cinquième jour de cette
opération, la tension commence
à monter en Turquie. Les enter¬
rements de militaires tombés au
combat sont quotidiens et se sont
transformés, notamment lundi à
Ankara, en manifestation contre le
PKK. Dans le même temps, plus de

10000 personnes ont défilé avant-
hier à Diyarbakir, principale ville
de la région kurde du pays, pour
exiger l'arrêt des opérations.
Le rassemblement, auquel ont
participé les dirigeants locaux
du parti prokurde DTP et l'an¬
cienne députée Leyla Zana, s'est

"transformé en meeting politique,
avec cette fois drapeaux kurdes
et posters d'Abdullah Ocalan, le
chef du PKK, incarcéré dans une
prison turque où il purge une peine

L'offensive turque
contre les rebelles kurdes
en Irak s'amplifie
L'infanterie et les avions

chasseurs turcs opèrentjusqu'à
plusieurs dizaines de kilomètres
à l'intérieur du territoire irakien.
Bagdad demande que les combats

cessent « au plus vite »

Présentée par Ankara comme « limi¬
tée », l'offensive aéroterrestre lan¬
cée par l'armée turque, jeudi

21 février, contre les rebelles autonomis¬
tes du Parti des travailleurs kurdes
(PKK), retranchés dans le nord de l'Irak,
s'est singulièrement amplifiée ces der¬
niers jours. Selon Ankara, qui a reconnu
la perte, samedi, d'un hélicoptère de.com-
bat et de quinze de ses soldats - 47 selon
ses adversaires -, 112 .combattants du
PKK auraient été tués depuis le début des
opérations.

Initiée par un barrage de tirs d'artille¬
rie,jeudi, contre les camps et les redoutes
implantés depuis des années par le PKK
dans les montagnes enneigées du nord
irakien, l'offensive est « uniquementdesti¬
née », selon le premier ministre turc
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, à « nettoyer les

camps terroristes ». « Nos frères irakiens,
amis et civils doivent savoir qu'ils ne seront
jamais la cible de [notre] armée », a-t-il
rassuré.

Appuyés par des dizaines de
chars d'assaut, des chasseurs
bombardiers Fl6 et des héli¬
coptères, environ deux mille
soldats de l'infanterie turque
ont, selon l'agence Reuters,
pénétré jusqu'à plusieurs dizai¬
nes de kilomètres à l'intérieur
du Kurdistan irakien. Ils sont
aux prises avec trois à quatre
mille guérilleros du PKK dissé¬
minés dans les montagnes qui bordent la
frontière irako-turque.

Lancée avec l'accord et la coopération

militaires - au moins en matière de ren¬
seignements - des Etats-Unis, présents
en Irak depuis avril 2003 et qui « doi¬
vent » leur aide à Ankara en tant qu'alliés
de l'OTAN, l'offensive turque, qui n'est
pas la première mais la plus large depuis
près d'une décennie, « doit se terminer au
plus vite » a demandé, dimanche, le gou¬
vernement irakien. Embarrassé, ce der¬
nier a fait savoir que les opérations tur¬

ques, initialement considérées comme
« comprises et légitimes », représentaient
désormais « une menacepour la souverai-
netéde l'Irak » et « un risquepour la sécu¬

rité et la stabilité de la région ». Large¬
ment autonome, le Kurdistan irakien où
se déroulent les combats était, jusqu'à
présent, la seule région d'Irak à disposer
d'une relative sécurité.

La République islamique d'Iran voisi¬
ne, elle aussi aux prises avec les rebelles
kurdes de la branche anti-iranienne du
PKK (baptisée Parti pour une vie libre au
Kurdistan, Pejak), qui mène des raids
réguliers contre les troupes iraniennes
basées dans le nord-ouest du pays à majo¬
rité kurde, a annoncé le renforcement
des mesures de sécurité sur sa frontière
avec le nord de l'Irak.

Samedi, Massoud Barzani, le prési¬
dent du Kurdistan irakien, une région
d'environ 5 millions d'habitants, ouverte¬
ment accusé par les politiciens turcs d'en-

. tretenir des « relations de connivence »
avec le PKK, a prévenu que si « des

. civils » kurdes irakiens étaient touchés
par les combats, il lancerait « un appel à
la résistance générale». On redoute à
Washington et dans les capitales euro¬
péennes pour qui le PKK est une « organi¬
sation terroriste », que les dizaines de mil¬
liers de peshmergas, qui forment l'armée
autonome du Kurdistan irakien - et qui

comptent des anciens combat¬
tants du PKK turc dans leurs
rangs - finissent par entrer
dans la bataille.

de prison à vie.
Hier, des incidents ont été ob¬

servés à Van, où une dizaine de
personnes ont été interpellées lors
d'un rassemblement. En dépit de
ces tensions, l'opinion publique se
montre assez modérée. La vague
d'ultranationalisme qui avait
grossi à l'automne dernier à l'oc¬
casion du vote de la loi autorisant
l'intervention transfrontalière ne
s'est pas encore manifestée.

DELPHINE NERBOIXIER

feJttloiitîe
	 Mardi 26 février 2008

Washington
redoute
que l'armée 1Y » ,

autonome £our ' f ?nt> «? der"iers
du Kurdistan . f nen^ a l "fdes aîb,on-
irakien finisse par *ements' <*" °nt beufs,fz Ioin

. des zones urbaines de lenute
dans la « bataille » : Monôme. Ils ont néanmoins

mis en garde Ankara contre
->«>> tout empiétement sur leurs

positions. « Les peshmergas sont en état
d'alerte et se défendrontsilesforces turques
lancent une incursion dans les territoires
sous le contrôle du gouvernement régional
du Kurdistan », a prévenu leur porte-
parole, Jabba Yawar.

En position difficile, le PKK a lancé,
. dimanche, un appel à ses sympathi¬

sants, à répondre à l'offensive turque.
« S'ils (l'Etat turc) veulent nous détruire,
a déclaré Bahoz Erdal, chef de l'aile mili¬
taire du PKK, nosjeunes doivent rendre la
vie, dans les grandes métropoles, insuppor¬
table. Les jeunes Kurdes doivent se réunir
par groupes de deux pour brûler chaque
soir des centaines de voitures. » Le Koma-
len Ciwan, considéré comme une organi¬
sation de jeunesse du PKK, a pour sa
part appelé à une propagation des actes
de violence « en Syrie, en Iran et en Euro¬
pe » - où vivent beaucoup de Kurdes -

: et à «transformer les villes turques en
enfer».

D'Australie, Robert Gates, le secrétai¬
re américain à la défense, qui doit se ren- ]

dre à Ankara cette semaine et qui avait
approuvé le principe de l'offensive - la
secrétaire d'Etat Condoleezza Rice ayant
évoqué jeudi .,« l'absolue solidarité des ;

Etats- Unis avec la Turquie » - a dit « espé¬

rer.» que les opérations seraient « brèves, :

précises », et que l'armée turque quitte-
. rait l'Irak « sitôt la mission accomplie ».' ;

Laissant entendre que le conflit avec le
PKK, qui a fait plus de 37 000 morte
depuis 1984, né pouvait être réglé militai¬
rement, il a souligné que des « mesures
économiques etpolitiques » devraient être
mises en par Ankara, car «passé

: un certainseuil, lesgens deviennent insensi¬
bles aux attaques »'. m

PATRICE CLAUDE
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DU 28 FÉVRIER AU 5 MARS 2008

Les Kurdes trahis par l'ami américain
Sans le soutien des Américains, la Turquie n'aurait jamais osé lancer une offensive

dans le Nord irakien. Une opération qui viserait le Kurdistan et non le seul PKK,
estime-t-on sur place.

THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR
	 (extraits)	

Boston

Le 24 février, le général kurde
Mohammed Mohsen a des¬
cendu le drapeau américain,
l'a plié et l'a rangé dans son

bureau. Son geste traduit la colère qui
gronde dans le Nord kurde de l'Irak
devant le soutien des Etats-Unis à la
campagne menée par laTurquie contre
les rebelles séparatistes opérant dans
la région. L'offensive turque contre
le Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan
(PKK) a atteint son paroxysme le
21 février, quand l'infanterie est entrée
sur le territoire irakien, dans le cadre
d'une campagne mobilisant près de
8 000 soldats. Selon les autorités
locales, c'est la plus importante opé¬
ration turque visant les rebelles depuis
plus de dix ans.

L'incursion suscite l'indignation
générale. Nombre de Kurdes irakiens
considèrent avec sympathie l'objectif
du PKK de créer un Kurdistan indé¬
pendant. Pour les autorités, le but réel
d'Ankara est de déstabiliser le gouver¬
nement semi-autonome, dont les diri¬
geants sont pourtant des alliés de
longue date des Américains. "Les Etats-
Unis sont en train de commettre une grosse

erreur", prévient le général Mohsen, qui
dirigeait les combattants kurdes irakiens
aux côtés des forces américaines durant
l'invasion de l'Irak en 2003.

Le 24 février, alors qu'on entendait
de temps en temps une explosion dans
le lointain, des avions de guerre turcs
bourdonnaient au-dessus du col d'une

montagne désolée. Hormis les vautours
tournoyant aux alentours de pics mon¬
tagneux déchiquetés, les forces gou¬
vernementales kurdes étaient les seuls
combattants dans la zone. Un pont
enjambant un cours d'eau tumultueux
a été réduit en tas de ferraille. L'artillerie
et les avions turcs prennent pour cible
une zone frontalière qui s'étend d'ouest
en est, de Dahuk jusqu'à Erbil.

La colère gronde depuis l'automne
dernier chez les Kurdes contre les Etats-
Unis, à cause de l'assistance que ces der¬
niers ont apportée à la Turquie, leur
alliée de l'OTAN, pour le bombarde-

Dessin de Haddad

paru dans Al-Hayat,
Londres.

m Contexte
"L'intervention

militaire turque

dans le nord

de l'Irak constitue

un précédent

sur le plan politique.

En effet la présence

militaire américaine

en Irak depuis 2003
rendait jusque-là

toute incursion

turque impossible.

Toutefois, isoler l'Iran

est devenu l'objectif
principal de la

politique américaine

au Moyen-Orient

Cette réorientation

a impliqué un

rapprochement avec

les régimes sunnites

de la région. C'est

dans ces conditions

que Washington

a autorisé

cette incursion

armée turque,

qui ne doit pas

affecter l'entité kurde

du nord de l'Irak",
note Referans.

ment de cibles présumées du PKK Elle
a éclaté au grand jour à plusieurs
reprises, mettant en péril l'un des par¬
tenariats les plus importants pour les
Américains en Irak, à un moment où
Washington souhaite ardemment tra¬

duire les progrès réalisés en matière de
sécurité en une stabilité plus durable.
Un autre enjeu tient au fait que les
troupes américaines, avec l'aide des
forces irakiennes, où les contingents
kurdes sont majoritaires, continuent de
combattre des militants d'Al-Qaida dans
des régions proches du Kurdistan.

L'événement qui a déclenché la
fureur des Kurdes en ce lieu s'est pro¬
duit le 21 février, lorsque environ
350 soldats turcs et 13 chars sont sor¬
tis de leurs cantonnements à Bamerne,
en Irak, à l'ouest d'Amadiyah, pour
rejoindre leurs camarades venus de
l'autre côté de la frontière, selon Moh¬
sen. Environ 1 200 soldats turcs sont
stationnés à Bamerne. Des combattants
kurdes, soutenus par la population
locale, se sont rués vers la région pour
barrer la route aux forces turques.

Signe de la gravité de la situation,
le chef du gouvernement régional du
Kurdistan (GRK), Massoud Barzani,
s'est précipité à Dahuk, la principale
ville de la région. "Il m'a affirmé qu'il
serait lepremier à mourir au combat contre

les Turcs", se souvient Mohsen. Selon
Nechirvan Barzani, Premier ministre
de la région et neveu du président, les

' Turcs, forts du soutien et des rensei¬
gnements qu'ils avaient reçus de l'ar¬
mée américaine en décembre, ont lancé

'- une attaque aérienne massive contre le
PKK, qui, à en croire Ankara, a fait
175 morts dans les rangs des insurgés
et touché plus de 200 cibles. L'affron¬
tement entre l'armée turque et le PKK
s'est intensifié depuis l'automne. "Ils
savent que les Etats-Unis sont d'une grande
indulgence vis-à-vis d'eux [les Turcs], alors
ils en profitent", estime Nechirvan Bar¬
zani. "Les Américains leurfournissent des

renseignements et leurpermettent de bom¬
barder notre territoire, alors, les Turcs
demandent plus."

Barzani est convaincu que le PKK
n'est qu'un prétexte pour ce qu'il consi¬
dère comme une guerre des Turcs
contre le GRK. "Nous allons résister. Si
les Turcsfranchissent lafrontière pour venir
à notre rencontre, nous nous battrons."

Des milliers de peshmergas ont été
déployés vers la zone frontalière par
mesure de précaution, en cas d'avance
turque. D'après Metehan Demir,
reporter de Hùrriyet, l'opération turque
a été engagée en hiver pour prendre
le PKK par surprise. "Tout le monde,
PKK compris, s'attendait à ce qu'elle soit
lancée au printemps. . . "

Sam Dagher
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nement semi-autonome, dont les diri¬
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erreur", prévient le général Mohsen, qui
dirigeait les combattants kurdes irakiens
aux côtés des forces américaines durant
l'invasion de l'Irak en 2003.

Le 24 février, alors qu'on entendait
de temps en temps une explosion dans
le lointain, des avions de guerre turcs
bourdonnaient au-dessus du col d'une

montagne désolée. Hormis les vautours
tournoyant aux alentours de pics mon¬
tagneux déchiquetés, les forces gou¬
vernementales kurdes étaient les seuls
combattants dans la zone. Un pont
enjambant un cours d'eau tumultueux
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en est, de Dahuk jusqu'à Erbil.
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dernier chez les Kurdes contre les Etats-
Unis, à cause de l'assistance que ces der¬
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paru dans Al-Hayat,
Londres.
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note Referans.

ment de cibles présumées du PKK Elle
a éclaté au grand jour à plusieurs
reprises, mettant en péril l'un des par¬
tenariats les plus importants pour les
Américains en Irak, à un moment où
Washington souhaite ardemment tra¬

duire les progrès réalisés en matière de
sécurité en une stabilité plus durable.
Un autre enjeu tient au fait que les
troupes américaines, avec l'aide des
forces irakiennes, où les contingents
kurdes sont majoritaires, continuent de
combattre des militants d'Al-Qaida dans
des régions proches du Kurdistan.

L'événement qui a déclenché la
fureur des Kurdes en ce lieu s'est pro¬
duit le 21 février, lorsque environ
350 soldats turcs et 13 chars sont sor¬
tis de leurs cantonnements à Bamerne,
en Irak, à l'ouest d'Amadiyah, pour
rejoindre leurs camarades venus de
l'autre côté de la frontière, selon Moh¬
sen. Environ 1 200 soldats turcs sont
stationnés à Bamerne. Des combattants
kurdes, soutenus par la population
locale, se sont rués vers la région pour
barrer la route aux forces turques.

Signe de la gravité de la situation,
le chef du gouvernement régional du
Kurdistan (GRK), Massoud Barzani,
s'est précipité à Dahuk, la principale
ville de la région. "Il m'a affirmé qu'il
serait lepremier à mourir au combat contre

les Turcs", se souvient Mohsen. Selon
Nechirvan Barzani, Premier ministre
de la région et neveu du président, les

' Turcs, forts du soutien et des rensei¬
gnements qu'ils avaient reçus de l'ar¬
mée américaine en décembre, ont lancé

'- une attaque aérienne massive contre le
PKK, qui, à en croire Ankara, a fait
175 morts dans les rangs des insurgés
et touché plus de 200 cibles. L'affron¬
tement entre l'armée turque et le PKK
s'est intensifié depuis l'automne. "Ils
savent que les Etats-Unis sont d'une grande
indulgence vis-à-vis d'eux [les Turcs], alors
ils en profitent", estime Nechirvan Bar¬
zani. "Les Américains leurfournissent des

renseignements et leurpermettent de bom¬
barder notre territoire, alors, les Turcs
demandent plus."

Barzani est convaincu que le PKK
n'est qu'un prétexte pour ce qu'il consi¬
dère comme une guerre des Turcs
contre le GRK. "Nous allons résister. Si
les Turcsfranchissent lafrontière pour venir
à notre rencontre, nous nous battrons."

Des milliers de peshmergas ont été
déployés vers la zone frontalière par
mesure de précaution, en cas d'avance
turque. D'après Metehan Demir,
reporter de Hùrriyet, l'opération turque
a été engagée en hiver pour prendre
le PKK par surprise. "Tout le monde,
PKK compris, s'attendait à ce qu'elle soit
lancée au printemps. . . "

Sam Dagher
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Grand entretien îtlïïmàt
Dimanche 24 - Lundi 25 février 2008

Allemand d'origine turque
OUTurc d'Allemagne ?

En Allemagne, la mort de neuf personnes d'origine turque dans l'incendie d'un immeuble
a relancé le débat sur la situation des travailleurs étrangers. L'intégration ne nie pas

les différences culturelles, mais elle suppose l'acceptation des principes démocratiques

Cem Ôzdemir
Député européen,
membre du groupe
des Verts-Alliance libre européenne

D'origine turque, vous avez été naturali¬
sé allemand à l'âge de 18 ans. Avant
d'être député européen, vous avez été
pendant huit ans membre du Bundestag.
Que pensez-vous du débat qui a eu lieu
en Allemagne après la mort de neuf immi¬
grés dans un incendie à Ludwigshafen et
après le discours du premier ministre
turc, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, à Cologne,
jugé déplacé à cause de ses accents
« nationalistes » ?

Je suis content que les voix de la raison
aient fini par s'imposer, aussi bien en Alle¬
magne qu'en Turquie. La clarification
apportée par un conseiller de M. Erdogan
sur ce que le premier ministre avait voulu
dire en affirmant que l'assimilation était
« un crime contre l'humanité » a mis fin
aux interprétations. Le ministre allemand
de l'intérieur,Wolfgang Schauble, a décla¬
ré sans équivoque que les Turcs étaient
des partenaires. Et il a salué ie fait que,
pour M. Erdogan, les Turcs ont, en tant
qu'Inlander [les gens du pays, par opposi¬
tion aux Auslânder, les étrangers] en Alle¬
magne, une identité indépendante et non
une identité de diaspora.
Indépendante par rapport à quoi ?

Ils ne doivent pas se situer dans un
entre-deux entre deux Etats. Ce serait au
détriment aussi bien des Turcs que des
Allemands, de la Turquie que de l'Allema¬
gne. Tous les gens raisonnables sont d'ac¬
cord : on doit apprendre la langue du pays
dans lequel on vit ; on doit respecter sa
Constitution et, dans les Etats démocrati¬
ques, la Constitution est la loi commune
des chrétiens, des musulmans, des
athées... Le systè(me scolaire et le monde
du travail sont les éléments-clés de l'inté¬
gration. Qu'à la maisonje retire mes chaus¬
sures ou non, que je croie en Dieu ou pas,
que mes enfants soient ou non circoncis,
tout cela me concerne personnellement.
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Ça ne regarde ni M. Erdogan ni Angela
Merkel. L'assimilation est possible, mais
c'est une affaire individuelle. L'Etat ne
peut pas la décréter. La politique doit fixer
le cadre général de la vie en société. Cette
tâche lui suffit amplement

Sur un point, je ne suis pas d'accord
avec M. Erdogan. Que des parents turcs
veuillent ou non faire apprendre le turc à
leurs enfants, c'est une décision personnel¬
le. Ce qui est important, en revanche, s'ils
vivent en Allemagne, c'est que leurs
enfants maîtrisent l'allemand. Pas à cause
de je ne sais quelle satisfaction cocardière,
mais pour l'avenir même de ces enfants.
Celui qui ne comprend pas l'allemand ne
peut pas défendre ses droits. Si les enfants
savent aussi le turc, c'est formidable. C'est
un plus, mais ce n'est pas une obligation.
Que pensez-vous de la proposition de

M. Erdogan d'avoir en Allemagne des
écoles et des universités turques ?

S'il s'agit d'écoles et d'universités ger¬

mano-turques, elles sont les bienvenues.
Je trouverais très bien que nous ayons de
très bonnes écoles ou universités germano-
turques. Pour une raison pratique : le turc
n'a pas bonne réputation, alors que l'espa¬
gnol est à la mode. Ma femme est argenti¬
ne, et notre fille va à un jardin d'enfants
germano-espagnol. Excellent. Il y a peu
d'excellents jardins d'enfants germano-
turcs à Berlin. Si on veut changer cette
situation, on a besoin d'institutions perfor-

' mantes, où les enfants maîtrisent parfaite¬
ment les deux langues. Mais il ne saurait
être question, et je ne pense pas que
M. Erdogan avait cela à l'esprit, d'écoles
purement turques. Ce serait une impasse.
Revenons à la phrase de M. Erdogan qui a

choqué en Allemagne : l'assimilation est
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le. Ce qui est important, en revanche, s'ils
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enfants maîtrisent l'allemand. Pas à cause
de je ne sais quelle satisfaction cocardière,
mais pour l'avenir même de ces enfants.
Celui qui ne comprend pas l'allemand ne
peut pas défendre ses droits. Si les enfants
savent aussi le turc, c'est formidable. C'est
un plus, mais ce n'est pas une obligation.
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Je trouverais très bien que nous ayons de
très bonnes écoles ou universités germano-
turques. Pour une raison pratique : le turc
n'a pas bonne réputation, alors que l'espa¬
gnol est à la mode. Ma femme est argenti¬
ne, et notre fille va à un jardin d'enfants
germano-espagnol. Excellent. Il y a peu
d'excellents jardins d'enfants germano-
turcs à Berlin. Si on veut changer cette
situation, on a besoin d'institutions perfor-

' mantes, où les enfants maîtrisent parfaite¬
ment les deux langues. Mais il ne saurait
être question, et je ne pense pas que
M. Erdogan avait cela à l'esprit, d'écoles
purement turques. Ce serait une impasse.
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un crime contre l'humanité. Vous avez
parlé de clarification. Dans quel sens ?

Dans le fond, ce que veulent les hom¬
mes politiques turcs comme allemands, ce
n'est pas l'assimilation, mais l'intégration.
Ankara et Berlin sont d'accord sur ce
point. Le problème avec cette phrase d'Er-
dogan n'est pas l'Allemagne, c'est la Tur¬
quie. Si l'assimilation est ainsi à rejeter, où
sont les universités et les écoles kurdes en
Turquie ? Où est-il possible d'étudier le
kurde ou la langue de mon père, le tcher-
kesse, dans une université turque ? Je n'en
connais aucune. Il n'existe que des institu¬
tions privées. L'Etat affirme que ce n'est
pas son rôle. Donc, si rassimilation est un
crime contre l'humanité - ce qui est une
thèse surprenante -, alors, s'il vous plaît,
cher monsieur Erdogan, commencez chez
vous !

Quelle distinction faites-vous entre assi¬
milation et intégration ?

Je ne suis pas contre l'assimilation. Assi¬
milation sur le lieu de travail, par exemple,
qui suppose que chacun ait des chances
égales. Assimilation à l'école, etc. Mais je
ne veux pas changer de religion,je ne veux
pas éclaircir mes cheveux... Je ne représen¬
te pas un danger pour la sécurité de l'Alle¬
magne si je retire mes chaussures en

entrant chez moi. Moins la politique se

mêle de ces questions, mieux ça vaut. La
politique doit se soucier d'instaurer l'égali¬
té des chances, notamment entre les
enfants, quelle que soit la consonance de
leur nom, en fonction de leurs capacités et
non de leur origine sociale ou ethnique.
Voyez-vous réapparaître la « culture
dominante », qui est de temps à autre
un thème de débat en Allemagne ?

Tout à fait.J'aurais aimé que la réaction
au discours d'Erdogan sur rassimilation
soit la suivante : très bien, mais dites la
même chose à Ankara. Au contraire, la
réaction semble montrer que les Alle¬

mands ne savent pas très bien ce qu'ils
veulent, que ce qu'ils rejettent c'est tout
autant l'intégration que l'assimilation. Ils
ne saventpas ce qu'ils attendentdes immi¬
grés, bien qu'on ait abandonné l'idée stu-
pide selon laquelle l'Allemagne n'était pas
un pays d'immigration.
Le ministre-président du Land de Hesse,
Roland Koch, a fait de la lutte contre la
délinquance des jeunes étrangers un des
thèmes de sa campagne électorale.
M. Erdogan a fustigé l'assimilation. Cer¬
tains pensent en Allemagne que les deux
ont contribué à exacerber les malenten¬
dus. Qu'en pensez-vous ?

Je dis toujours que l'AKP (Parti de la
justice et du développement) en Turquie
estun peu comme ladémocratie chrétien¬
ne en Allemagne. Et dans la CDU-CSU,
on trouve toutes les tendances, des plus
sociales aux plus conservatrices. Le pro¬
blème en Turquie, c'est qu'il n'y a pas

« Si l'assimilation
est un crime contre
l'humanité, comme l'a dit
M. Erdogan - ce qui est
une thèse surprenante -,
où sont alors les universités
d'Etat en Turquie où il serait
possible d'apprendre
le kurde ou le tcherkesse ? »

d'opposition laïque, européenne, libérale,
au Parlement. M. Erdogan parle toujours
d'Europe, de réformes, mais il s'adresse
aussi à sa basé. Et sa base n'est pas toute
en faveur des réformes et de l'intégration
européenne. Elle est souvent très conser¬
vatrice. Aussi je ne m'étonne pas du dis¬
cours de M. Erdogan. Ce qui m'étonne en

revanche, c'est que le parti républicain
CHP soit toujours membre de l'Internatio¬
nale socialiste, bien qu'il soit contre la
réforme du paragraphe 301, qui limite la
liberté d'expression, et contre les droits
des minorités.
Les Verts ont-ils abandonné leur thèse
favorite sur la société multiculturelle ?

Ce sujet mériterait une sérieuse étude.
J'ai toujours regretté que mon parti ne soit
pas à l'avant-garde de la discussion sur
l'immigration. Nous ne l'avons pas été par¬
ce que ce n'était pas politiquement correct.
J'ai été un des premiers à évoquer la violen¬
ce à l'intérieur de la famille. Dès le milieu
des années 1990, j'ai dit que nous devions
nous comporter vis-à-vis de nos pères com¬
me les soixante-huitards vis-à-vis des
leurs. Rompre avec un certain conformis¬
me. Et précisément parce que nous, les
Verts, voulions défendre les droits des
immigrés, nous aurions été les mieux pla¬
cés pour soulever les questions gênantes
que le politiquement correct interdisait.

Cela dit, nous n'étions pas alors au pou¬
voir. Avec la coalition rouge-verte
(1998-2005), nous avons introduit la dou¬
ble nationalité ; nous avons complété le
droit du sang par une forme de droit du
sol. Nous avons été les premiers à insister
sur la nécessité, pour les immigrés, de pos¬
séder des connaissances d'allemand. J'ha¬
bite un quartier à Berlin, Kreuzberg, sur
lequel d'autres dissertent. Je reçois régu¬
lièrement des Kurdes qui ne veulent pas
payer l'impôt « révolutionnaire » au PKK
[leparti extrémiste kurde], des femmes qui
sont battues à la maison... Je connais tout
cela. Si l'on veut une société ouverte, plu¬
raliste, multiculturelle - je n'ai aucun pro¬
blème avec ce concept -, on doit veiller au
respect des principes : la violence dans le
domaine privé comme public est inaccep

table ; les parents ne peuvent pas se repo¬
ser totalement sur l'Etat ; eux-mêmes ont
des devoirs, notamment veiller à l'éduca¬
tion de leurs enfants. C'est ainsi que je
définirais la politique des Verts.
L'Union européenne pourrait-elle faire
plus pour l'intégration ?

Des choses se passent. Si vous prenez
les lois antidiscrimination, l'Allemagne
ne les aurait sans doute pas adoptées d'el¬
le-même. Elle n'en aurait pas eu la force
politique. Nous l'avons fait parce que
Bruxelles nous l'a ordonné, pour respec¬
ter les critères européens. Je souhaiterais
que nous arrivions à une attitude commu¬
ne en Europe à propos du droit de vote
aux élections locales, pour donner ce
droit aux immigrés de longue date.
Sinon, il ne faut pas s'étonner que les
Turcs d'Allemagne se précipitent pour
écouter Erdogan. Nous avons besoin de
règles communes pour l'immigration
légale et aussi des droits minimaux pour
le traitement de l'immigration illégale.
Etes-vous inquiet de la montée des ten¬
dances nationalistes en Turquie ?

L'euphorie proeuropéenne qui a carac¬
térisé l'AKP à ses débuts au pouvoir a dis¬
paru. Les Turcs ont l'impression que,
pour les adversaires de leur entrée dans
l'Union européenne, les réformes sont plu¬
tôt une mauvaise nouvelle parce qu'elles
les privent d'arguments. Ce n'est pas sans
conséquences en Turquie. Les réformis¬
tes se sentent abandonnés par l'Europe.
Je suis très inquiet de la coopération entre
M. Erdogan et le parti nationaliste MHP.
La politique consistant àvouloir démocra¬
tiser le pays avec l'aide du MHP me rend
très sceptique. C'est un euphémisme.

propos recueillis par daniel verne!"
illustration François Supiot
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propos recueillis par daniel verne!"
illustration François Supiot
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La Turquie entend poursuivre
son offensive dans le nord de l'Irak4* so §

SI

Un hélicoptère turc décolle, dimanche 24 février, pour le nord de l'Irak, où l'armée mène ses offensives contre les rebelles du Parti des
travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK). De source militaire, 153 combattants kurdes auraient été tués lors de ces opérations, armée turque/reuters

Ankara justifie ses opérations
militaires contre les rebelles
séparatistes kurdes par « son
droit légitime à l'autodéfense ».

L'armée turque progresse
en territoire irakien

ISTANBUL

CORRESPONDANCE
L'opération transfrontalière menée

par la Turquie est le résultat de son
droit légitime à l'autodéfense », a

répété, mardi 26 février, le premier minis¬
tre turc Recep Tayyip Erdogan, à Ankara.
Une réponse au gouvernement irakien
qui parlait un peu plus tôt de « violation
de la souveraineté de l'Irak » et de source
potentielle de déstabilisation de la
région.

Au sixième jour de l'offensive terrestre
et aérienne lancée contre les camps des
rebelles du Parti des travailleurs kurdes
(PKK), nichés dans les montagnes du
nord de l'Irak,Ankara n'entend pas renon¬
cer à son objectif, conforté par le soutien
de la communauté internationale. Malgré
d'importantes chutes de neige, les trou¬
pes en tenue de camouflage continuent à
progresser vers le sud. Elles contrôle¬
raient déjà une zone de 25 à 50 km en terri¬
toire irakien. De violents combats se sont
déroulés, mardi, dans la vallée de Zap,
l'une des principales bases arrière du
PKK. Sept autres camps auraient été
détruits, selon les informations livrées par
l'état-major.

Une fois les vallées frontalières « net¬
toyées », l'armée turque doit ensuite mar¬
cher sur le mont Qandil : un nid d'aigle
situé à la frontière iranienne, à une centai

ne de kilomètres au sud de la Turquie, où
sont retranchés les principaux chefs de la
guérilla.

« Le but est de détruire entièrement les

installations du PKK, son arsenal et ses

voies d'accès à la Turquie ou à l'Iran »,
détaille Sedat Laçiner, expert pour l'Orga¬
nisation internationale de recherche en
stratégie (USAK). Mais aussi dé causer les
pertes les plus lourdes possibles dans les
rangs des « terroristes ». Selon l'armée
turque, qui concède 19 tués parmi ses sol¬
dats, 153 rebelles auraient été mes. « Il est
impossible de connaître le nombre précis »,
fait remarquer M. Laçiner.

' Mais de nombreuses questions demeu¬
rent sans réponse claire quant à
l'objectif réel de ces opérations.
Le gouvernement assure vou¬
loir ramener les troupes en Tur¬
quie dans les plus brefs délais.
Mais en haut lieu, les militaires
parlent déjà de plusieurs semai¬
nes. Certains militent même
pour une installation durable,
comme le leader du Parti d'action nationa¬
liste (MHP), Devlet Bahçeli.

Le général à la retraite . Edip Baser,
ancien chef de l'armée de terre puis char¬
gé de coordonner la lutte anti-PKK, est
également de ceux-là. « Mon sentiment est
que l'armée turque doit rester. L'objectifest
d'occuper un territoire d'où onpeut avoir un
contrôle total sur lesfrontières. Et ilfaut res¬

ter en Irak du Nordjusqu'à ce que le PKK
soit totalement éliminé. Pas seulement en
Irak, mais également en Europe, où se trou¬
vent ses' réseaux financiers », confie-t-il.
D'autres anciens généraux n'hésitent pas,
sur les plateaux de télévision, à évoquer
Mossoul et Kirkouk comme les véritables
cibles des opérations. «Je ne croispas que

En cas de retrait
des troupes
américaines d'Irak,
l'armée d'Ankara
pourrait jouer un
rôle déterminant

ça ira jusque-là, estime Mehmet Dûlger,
ex-ministre des affaires étrangères. Mais
Mossoul et Kirkouk, que la Grande-Breta¬
gne a récupérées après la première guerre
mondiale, sont restées comme deux plaies
dans notre cur. »

Plus plausible, l'instauration d'une
zone tampon dans le nord de l'Irak, sous
contrôle turc, pourrait permettre à l'ar¬
mée turque de contrôler la zone frontaliè¬
re, tout en permettant au gouvernement
régional kurde de sauver les apparences.
« L'idéepeut aussi être de rester là jusqu'à
ce que la situation devienne plus Claire en
Irak, après le retrait américain », suggère !

M. Dùlger.
	 En cas de retrait des troupes

américaines d'Irak, par le nord
du pays et par la Turquie, l'ar¬
mée d'Ankara et ses bases
aériennes pourraient jouer un
rôle déterminant. Même si le
premier ministre Erdogan s'en
défend, les analystes spéculent
sur la contrepartie accordée à

Washington, contre son soutien aux opé¬
rations anti-PKK. Depuis novem¬
bre 2007, les Etats-Unis fournissent des
renseignements aux Turcs qui bénéfi¬
cient également d'une aide technique
israélienne.

Un renfort en Afghanistan, un soutien
logistique en cas d'attaque américaine .

contre l'Iran, ou les projets de centrales
nucléaires turques pour lesquelles Wash¬
ington ne cache pas son intérêt... Le secré¬
taire d'Etat américain à la défense,
Robert Gates, attendu mercredi soir à
Ankara pour une série de discussions
avec les responsables turcs, devrait évo¬
quer tous ces dossiers.

Guillaume Perrier
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GATES TO TURKS: END IRAQ INCURSION SOON
By LOLITA C. BALDOR Associated Press Writer

NEW DELHI (AP) - Defense Secretary Robert
Gates has a message for Turkish leaders: Get

your troops out of northern Iraq in the next few days.

"It's very important that the Turks make this opera¬
tion as short as possible and then leave," Gates
said before heading to Ankara late Wednesday from
India. "They have to be mindful of Iraqi sovereignty.
I measure quick in terms of days, a week or two,
something like that, not months."

Gates said he also will ask Turkish leaders in a

series of meetings Thursday to address some of
the complaints of the Kurds, and move from combat
to economic and political initiatives to solve differ¬
ences with them.

It was the first time that Gates put any time limit on
the Turkish incursion launched into Iraq last Thurs¬
day against separatist rebels from the Kurdistan
Workers' Party, or PKK. The rebels are fighting for
autonomy in the largely Kurdish region of south¬
eastern Turkey, and have carried out attacks from
northern Iraq. Overnight, Turkish troops killed more
than 70 Kurdish rebels, the Turkish military said.

Meanwhile, a Turkish official insisted that the aim
of a military incursion into northern Iraq "is clear
and limited" against Kurdish rebels and said no
timetable will be set "until the terrorist bases are
eliminated." Ahmet Davutoglu, chief foreign policy
adviser to Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, made the comments at a joint news
conference in Baghdad on Wednesday with Iraqi
Foreign Minister Hoshyar Zebari.

"Our objective is clear. Our mission is clear and
there is no timetable ... until the terrorist bases are
eliminated," he said shortly after arriving in the
capital at the helm of a delegation to discuss the
military action.

The Iraqi government demanded for the first time
that Turkey immediately withdraw from northern
Iraq, warning Tuesday it feared an ongoing incur¬
sion could lead to clashes with the official forces of
the semiautonomous Kurdish region.

Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan had
said the operation would only end "once its goal has
been reached."

One senior U.S. defense official traveling to Turkey
with Gates said that as Pentagon leaders watched
events unfold in the Turkish incursion, there was
some debate over whether Gates should cancel his
visit to Ankara this week.

But, after a "short discussion," the official said, it
was determined that the better course of action was
to go because it would be more effective for Gates
to deliver his message in person, than not go and
have his snub be the message. The official agreed
to talk about the private discussions only on condi¬
tion of anonymity.

Gates had just begun his overseas trip when the
Turks launched their attacks. He will be meeting
with the Turkish president, prime minister, defense
minister and military chief of defense.

In other comments just before leading New Delhi,
Gates said the U.S. is in the "early stages" of
discussions with India on a missile defense system
and is taking about doing a joint analysis to deter¬
mine what India's needs will be and how the two
countries can cooperate.

Gates also said the Indian government needs to
move quickly to approve a landmark nuclear coop

eration pact between India and the United States.
"The clock is ticking in terms of how much time is
available to get all the different aspects of this
agreement implemented," he told reporters.

Gates said he has not heard from the Turks on how
long they intend to continue the attacks in Iraq, and
does not know whether the U.S. would consider
halting its intelligence assistance to the Turks if it
goes on too long.

He also said it is critically important for the Turks
to communicate closely with the Iraqi government
as well as the semiautonomous Kurdish leaders in

northern Iraq. And he repeated contentions he made
earlier this week, that military action alone will not
solve the problems there.

"There certainly is a place for security operations,
but these also need to be accompanied with eco¬
nomic and political initiatives that begin to deal with
some of the issues that provide a favorable local
environment where the PKK can operate," Gates
said. "They need to address some of the issues and
complaints that some of the Kurds have and move
this in a nonmilitary direction in order to get a long
term solution."
Gates said that since the U.S. provides intelligence
and surveillance help to the Turks, other help might
also be possible for economic and other efforts.

Gates, who is on an eight-day, around-the-world
trip to four countries, spoke at length about the
improving relations between India and the U.S. But
while noting the U.S. must be respectful of local
Indian politics, he said New Delhi must act soon on
the nuclear pact to give the U.S. Senate time to
ratify it.

Talks between the two countries have stalled on the
nuclear deal, which would allow the U.S. to send
nuclear fuel and technology to India. The agreement
would reverse decades of U.S. anti-proliferation
policy with a country that has tested nuclear weap¬
ons and refused to sign nonproliferation treaties.

A? Associated Press Turkey Attacks Kurds; US Calls for Halt
February 27. 2008 By BURHANETTIN OZBILICI Associated Press Writer
CUKURCA, Turkey (AP) -Turkish fighter jets, helicopters and hundreds of
commandos streamed across the border into northern Iraq Wednesday de¬
spite Iraqi and American calls to swiftly end an operation to root out Kurdish
insurgents.

U.S. Defense Secretary Robert Gates said before departing for Turkey that he
will tell officials there that the six-day assault must not last longer than a week
or two.

It was the first time that Gates, who that Turkey must be "mindful of Iraqi
sovereignty," put any time limit on the incursion.

Gates also said before leaving India that he will call on Turkey to use eco¬
nomic and political initiatives to address some of the complaints of the Kurds -
who are the majority in Turkey's southeast and neighboring northern Iraq. Iraq
has demanded an immediate end to the cross-border operation against the
Kurdistan Workers' Party, or PKK.

In Baghdad, Turkish envoy Ahmet Davutoglu, chief foreign policy adviser to
Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan, said the aim of the incursion was
"clear and limited" and said no timetable will be set "until the terrorist bases
are eliminated."
More than 40 Turkish military trucks ferried hundreds of commandos toward
the Iraqi border and F-16 warplanes were seen flying over the border town of
Cukurca toward Iraq. Helicopters brought dozens of troops to a base on the
outskirts of the town. Some helicopters also headed toward Iraq.

Iraqi Foreign Minister Hoshyar Zebari said after meeting Davutoglu that, "We
condemn the terrorists and the PKK, but we also condemn the violations of the

sovereignty of Iraq at the same time and we have to be very clear on that."

Turkey said its troops had killed 77 Kurdish rebels in overnight clashes that
were the most intense of the incursion in northern Iraq. Five soldiers were also
killed.
The remote battle sites are inaccessible to the press and casualty reports
cannot be independently confirmed.
The total death toll for the rebels since the operation began Feb. 21 reached
230, the military said. Two dozen soldiers and three pro-government village
guards also have been killed.
PKK spokesman Ahmad Danas denied the Turkish military's claim that 77
Kurdish rebels had been killed in the overnight clashes, saying the rebels had
only lost one fighter since Tuesday night and seven others were wounded. The
rebels have said only a few PKK fighters and more than 80 Turkish soldiers
have died.

It is the first confirmed Turkish military ground operation in Iraq in about a
decade against the rebels, who are fighting for autonomy for southeastern
Turkey and have carried out attacks from northern Iraq. The conflict has killed
up to 40,000 people since 1984. The U.S. and European Union consider the
PKK to be a terrorist group.

The Turkish military said warplanes have hit 225 targets, including anti¬
aircraft batteries, caves, shelters, training facilities, command and communi¬
cation centers, while artillery units struck 475 similar targets.

"There are sporadic clashes with terrorists that arrived as reinforcements to
the region in two separate areas on the sixth day of the operation," the military
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the region in two separate areas on the sixth day of the operation," the military
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said on its Web site.

"There are signs that some high-level names of the organization might still be
among terrorist groups in the (combat) zone," it said. In past operations, the
military has monitored radio communications of rebels.

Turkey has long suspected the Iraqi Kurd administration in the north of allow¬
ing the PKK to operate and ignoring calls for a crackdown on the group. Tur¬
key's military said this week that it had received information that some
wounded rebels were being treated in hospitals in northern Iraq.

The Kurdish regional government in northern Iraq denied the allegations.

"We challenge anyone who says that PKK wounded fighters are receiving
treatment in our hospitals," spokesman Jamal Abdullah said. "We have noth¬
ing to do with PKK fighters and routes to areas where clashes are taking place
are closed."

Turkish Kurds protesting the incursion in the eastern town of Dogubayazit
threw stones at the local branch of the ruling party as well as the main police
station, NTV television showed. Police used tear gas to disperse the crowd, it
said.

REUTERS # February 27. 2008

A SHINING EXAMPLE IN KURDISTAN
OPPORTUNITIES are rich in oil, agriculture and other sectors in Iraq's
Kurdish north, according to US and Kurdish officials, but US investment is
still paltry in what promoters bill as "the other Iraq".

US business and government officials, seeking to encourage investment
and ease fears about doing business in war-torn Iraq, called the autono¬
mous Kurdistan region a "shining example" of what the entire country
might one day become.

Boosters point to rich natural resources, a favourable investment climate
and greater security.

The region, with its own government and parliament, has boasted a lower
level of violence than the rest of Iraq, which is now cautiously embracing
security improvements in Baghdad and elsewhere almost five years after
the US-led invasion.

The Iraqi government is hoping to rebuild an economy, and public infra¬
structure, battered by years of sanctions and war, which plunged many
Iraqis into poverty and joblessness.

But the employment outlook is far brighter in Kurdistan, and median in¬

comes are up to 25 per cent higher than in the rest of Iraq, the regional
government says.

Even so, Qubad Jalal Talabani, the Kurdistan Regional Government's
representative to the United States and son of the Iraqi president, said US
business accounts only for one per cent of total investment in Kurdistan.
"The United States lags behind most other countries," he said.
Major investor

Turkey is a major investor in Kurdistan's bridges, banks and oil sector,
Talabany said, despite longstanding tension with Ankara over the Kurdish
rebels who have launched attacks from their mountain enclaves.

While opportunities may abound, evidence is hard to find that investors
are willing to put aside concerns about general security in Iraq, along with
doubts about the country's political stability, and come to Kurdistan in

droves.

Neither Kurdish nor US officials were immediately able to provide figures
for US investment in the region.

Oil is certainly a lure. The Kurdish government has clashed with Baghdad
over petroleum deals it has signed with foreign oil firms, which the central
government deems illegal.

Talabani, speaking at the US Chamber of Commerce in Washington,
insisted the Kurdish government's oil contracts would benefit the entire
country.

Kurdish officials are also hoping that agribusiness will become another
driver for foreign investment in Kurdistan, a traditional wheat producer.

The region's acreage of field crops, mostly wheat and barley, was about
2.3 million acres (950,000 hectares) in 2007, according to the Kurdish
Regional Government.

Processing and export facilities are needed to invigorate those sectors,
along with tobacco, fruits and nuts, maybe even wine, Talabani said.

"The right investments will turn Kurdistan into the breadbasket of the
region," he added.

mmsE February 27, 2008
FIGHTING THE PKK

Can Turkey Succeed in Northern Iraq?
Turkish military leaders as well as Turkish papers have reported success in

northern Iraq, but how effective has the invasion been? US and Iraqi leaders are
impatient, while Kurdish militants have probably melted away.

By Jiirgen Gottschlich in Istanbul
Kandil Mountains Taken," read a head¬

line in Turkey's largest newspaper on
Tuesday, showing a couple of soldiers
packed in cold-weather outfits marching
along a snowy road. More specifically,
Hurriyet reported that the Turkish army
had won conjxol of the roads leading in
and out of the Kandil Mountains.

So is it just a matter of time before special
forces in helicopters take Kurdish militant
leaders from their headquarters in the
notorious Kandil Mountains, and drag
them before a Turkish court?
Well, no.
Six days after the start of Turkey's opera¬
tion in northern Iraq against a stronghold
of the Kurdistan Workers Party (or PKK),
the insertion of special forces may have

good political resonance at home, since
Turkish public debate about the PKK, a
homegrown terrorist organization, tends
to focus on the Kandil Mountains as the
seat of evil. But not much will come of the
invasion. Neither Murat Karayilan -- the
PKK's military commander -- nor the
group's co-founder Cemil Bayik have been
waiting around for the Rambos of the
Turkish army to arrest them.
Still, Turkish officials were deflecting calls
for a "timetable" from both Washington
and Baghdad on Wednesday afternoon.
US and Iraqi leaders are tolerating the
incursion but want to know when it will
end. "Our objective is clear, our mission is
clear and there is no timetable until ...
those terrorist bases are eliminated," said
senior Turkish envoy Ahmet Davutoglu in
Baghdad, after a crisis meeting on
Wednesday with Iraqi Foreign Minister

Hoshiyar Zebari.

"This is a very dangerous, precarious
situation," said acting Iraqi Prime Minister
Barham Saleh, adding that the invasion
had "not been conducive to Iraq-Turkey
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relations."
Not Winning Hearts and Minds
The Kandil Mountains lie a good hundred
kilometers (62 miles) from the Turkish
border, and the PKK has operated there
long enough to know how to disappear in
the rugged terrain. Karayilan may have
been there as late as last Thursday, when
the Turkish offensive began, but by now
he could just as easily be in one of north¬
ern Iraq's larger cities like Suleymania
or Erbil in a café, talking to his lieuten¬
ants by mobile phone.
Karayilan and Bayik are both on a list of
wanted terrorists which the Turkish gov¬
ernment has shown to the Americans as
well as the Iraq government. So far no
one has caught them. And what goes for
PKK leaders also goes for average foot
soldiers -- they can simply take off their
uniforms, lay down their weapons, and
disappear among the other Kurds in
northern Iraq.
Local sympathy for the PKK is one reason
to doubt figures quoted by Turkey on the
number of militants killed so far. On
Wednesday, Turkey's General Staff said
77 more Kurds had been killed in fighting
since Tuesday night, bringing the death
toll since last week to 230. Measured

against the 17 soldiers Turkey admits to
having lost, it sounds like a rout.
But the Kurdish guerrillas know the Kandil
Mountains. Turkish soldiers don't. Even
with help from the Turkish air force and
American satellite intelligence, the
lopsided casualty figures are unlikely. The
Kurds' report of 80 Turkish soldiers killed
is just as unreliable. What's more probable
than any of these figures is that most of
the PKK fighters have attempted to melt
away to the south.
The Turkish army is reported to have
surrounded a strategically important PKK
camp on Monday night and engaged the
militants in heavy fighting. Even if that's
true, and Turkey manages to kill or drive
hundreds of guerrillas out of their strong¬
holds along the border, what will keep
them from taking up position again after
the soldiers go home? If General Staff
estimates are correct, there are 4,000 to
5,000 fighters in northern Iraq and their
recruiting potential in Europe and Turkey
will not be easy to overcom
Progress in the fight against the PKK will
only succeed if the Turkish government
succeeds in undermining support among
Turkish Kurds for both the group and its
terrorist methods and when it can stir

the Kurds in northern Iraq to shove the
PKK out.

But the political steps for winning "hearts
and minds" are lacking. Leyla Zana, an
icon of the Kurdish rights movement in
Turkey, reminded a party congress of the
pro-Kurdish DTP on Monday that Kurds
were still second-class citizens in Turkey:
She demanded equal-rights recognition for
her people in the Turkish constitution. And
the Islamic ruling party, the AKP, hopes to
seize the imagination of the country's
largely conservative Kurdish population
with religious slogans. With piles of money
and a snappy motto "We're all Muslims"

the leaders in Ankara are trying to
defeat the secular and largely leftist radi¬
cals of the PKK.

Meanwhile the army drives into the Kandil
Mountains, and US Defense Secretary
Robert Gates sounds impatient. "It's very
important that the Turks make this opera¬
tion as short as possible and then leave,
and to be mindful of Iraqi sovereignty," he
told reporters on Wednesday, before em¬
barking on a trip to Ankara to discuss the
military incursion. "I measure quick in
terms of days a week or two, something
like that. Not months."

AsiaTimes
February 28, 2008

A wild Turkey chase?
By Kaveh LAfrasiabi
History indeed does repeat itself

and, unfortunately, more so
tragically. So it is profoundly irritating
to students of history, particularly
modern US history and politics, to
see that the US government has
committed yet another foreign policy
blunder. This it has done by tacitly
consenting to the ongoing Turkish
incursions into northern Iraq in pursuit
of Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK)
fighters.

This vividly reminds one of a similar
blunder in the summer of 2006, when
US officials backed Israel's cross-
border incursions into southern Leba¬
non with the stated aim of "neutraliz¬
ing" a terrorist organization (Hezbol¬
lah) and destroying its "organizational
infrastructure".
The vocabulary used in both occa¬
sions, and the reactions solicited from
Washington, are so strikingly similar
that, inevitably, they invite compari¬
sons between Israel's ultimately futile
misadventure in Lebanon and Tur¬
key's operation that is already a week
long. Despite the US's prodding to
"keep it short", it may end up ap¬
proximating Israel's 33-day campaign
against Hezbollah. This is particularly
so since the Turkish army has to
endure harsh winter conditions in
addition to a resilient foe of about
3,000 or so PKK fighters.

In both cases, Israeli and Turkish
leaders have tried to elicit world
sympathy by stressing their "rightful
cause", and in the expressions of

"understanding" by both the US and
the European Union seen at the be¬

ginning of both conflicts, one can
detect the undercurrents of a failed
Western policy that simply does not
learn from history.

There are important differences
between the two cases, but the simi¬
larities are unmistakable. This is
particularly so in the area of asym¬
metrical warfare and the not-so-
declared motives of the invading
armies, ie, in Lebanon for Israel to
fight a proxy war with Iran and in Iraq
for Turkey to undermine the Kurdish
path toward greater autonomy and,
perhaps, eventual independence,.

While it is still too early to tell
whether or not Turkey has just carved
itself a mini quagmire in Iraq, or
whether it can achieve all its objec¬
tives in a speedy and relatively ex¬
pense-free and harmless (to civil¬
ians) fashion, it is already abundantly
clear that the US has played its cards
wrong: it has not denounced Turkey's
violation of Iraq's sovereignty and
territorial integrity, just as the Iraqi
government has done.

Instead, it is vesting its hope in the
mirage of a quick and decisive victory
by the Turkish army to devastate the
PKK forces with the help of its com¬
bined air and ground assault. Indeed,
who can forget the major blunder of
US Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice, who in the summer of 2006
constantly bought more time for the
Israeli assault on Lebanon with the

lame excuse that Israel "has the right
to defend itself.
Today, however, Rice is compara¬
tively quiet, letting other US officials,
including the US ambassador in
Ankara, do the talking, such as of a
short campaign that is fueled in part
by the faulty rationalization on the part
of certain neo-conservative pundits in
the US who cite the necessity of a
shifting US policy away from the
Kurds, whose help is no longer
needed, that is, they can be discarded
as useless allies. Call it a mini-
betrayal, not far removed from post-
World War I, when the US initially
backed and then reneged on its prom¬
ises to the Kurds - who are now
viewed with suspicion by Washington
as being unduly "pro-Iran".
That is not true, given the context of
post-Saddam Hussein power politics
in Iraq, with the US and Iran both
backing the same horses. Are re¬

spected US neo-cons ready to sell out
the Baghdad government, about to
play host to Iran's president, as well?
And if so, what really will remain of
the US's Iraq policy, one that, at least
officially, has been anchored in the
commitment to Iraq's integrity and
sovereignty?

The answer is that the US has now
made a bad joke of its Iraq policy by
not even paying lip service to Iraq's
sovereignty in the wake of Turkey's
aggressive violation of Iraq's territo¬
rial integrity, with so many Turkish
pundits openly wishing for a Turkish

"buffer" inside Iraq, ostensibly to
prevent the PKK access to southeast¬
ern Turkish towns and villages. This
error in judgment on Washington's
part is a serious one that could come
to haunt its policy-makers, who have
opted to pawn the US's Iraq policy
into Turkey's hands, just as they did
with respect to Israel in Lebanon two
years ago.

Much has been said about the poten¬
tial for a regional flare-up caused by
Turkey's move inside Iraq, and it is
precisely here that Turkey's close
Israel connection, most recently
highlighted by Ankara's bid to export
Central Asian oil to India via Israel [1],
may prove a decisive contributing
factor in not only causing a major
dent, if not irreparable harm, to An¬
kara's relations with Tehran, but also
with the Arab-led Middle East.

In turn, this could sour the US-Israel
bid to form an anti-Iran alliance in the
Arab world. Rather, the chances are
Iran will forge closer ties to the Arab
world, via Iran-friendly Baghdad,
against Israel-backed Turkish influ¬
ence and power projection - which
many Israelis see as a potential
counterweight to Iran. And this is an
Iran that is poised to take its bilateral
relations with the new Iraq to the "next
level", per a statement by Iran's
Foreign Minister Manouchehr Mot-
taki.

Hence, it is a sure bet that come next
week, when Iran's President Mahmud
Ahmadinejad makes his historic visit
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In turn, this could sour the US-Israel
bid to form an anti-Iran alliance in the
Arab world. Rather, the chances are
Iran will forge closer ties to the Arab
world, via Iran-friendly Baghdad,
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to Iraq, should the Turkish forces still
be present in northern Iraq, it will be
difficult for Iran to resist Baghdad's
demand for a firm stance on this
subject. So far, Iran, cautious of
avoiding any unwanted damage to its
hitherto cordial ties with Turkey, has
opted for self-restraint. That may
unravel shortly, and Ahmadinejad is
reportedly even interested in going to
Irbil in Kurdish northern Iraq.

This raises questions about the timing
of Turkey's military move inside Iraq,
just a few days ahead of Ahmadine-
jad's trip, seeing how Turkey had
refrained for months from committing
to such a large-scale military opera

tion, bound to sour Tehran-Ankara
relations.

Have the US's "chess-players", who
are forced to play at multiple strategic
chess sets in the Middle East these
days, cooked up something here? Or
should we rely on the public informa¬
tion that the US is simply caught
between two allies - Iraq and Turkey
unable to play much of a role beyond
that of a disquieted observer?

It is highly improbable that Turkey
has gone into Iraq without prior dis¬
cussions with the US, and one may
even include the recent US trip of
Turkish Prime Minister Recep
Tayyip Erdogan as an important

catalyst for the current pro-Turkey
stance of the White House. Lest we
forget, unlike the US, Israel has no
loyalty to the notion of a unified, inte¬
grated Iraq and may consider that as
a sort of nightmare scenario in light of
the pro-Iran sentiments of Iraq's
political leaders.

Little surprise, then, that known pro-
Israel voices in American politics
have been vocal critics of Iraqi Kurds
and they have supported Turkey's
military gambit in Iraq, where the
tragedy of force of arms over dialogue
is unfolding once again. However, as
stated above, Turkey is likely not
fated to any better prospect in north

ern Iraq than Israel has managed in
southern Lebanon.

Kaveh L Afrasiabi, PhD, is the
author of After Khomeini: New Direc¬
tions in Iran's Foreign Policy
(Westview Press) and co-author of
"Negotiating Iran's Nuclear Popu¬
lism", Brown Journal of World Af¬
fairs, Volume XII, Issue 2, Summer
2005, with Mustafa Kibaroglu. He also
wrote "Keeping Iran's nuclear poten¬
tial latent", Harvard International
Review, and is author of Iran's Nu¬
clear Program: Debating Facts Ver¬
sus Fiction.

QH3HNEWS 28 February 2008

Turkey must end Iraq raid - Bush
US President George W Bush has urged Turkey to complete its military operation

in northern Iraq swiftly.
Mr Bush told a news conference, he said the Turks needed to "move

quickly, achieve their objective and get out."
Turkey sent troops into Iraq last week in an operation it said was aimed at
getting rid of PKK Kurdish rebel bases.
It says 237 rebels and more than 20 soldiers have been killed so far. The
PKK says it has killed more than 100 soldiers. There is no confirmation.
'No threats'
Mr Bush dismissed suggestions that Turkey should be threatened with the
removal of American intelligence co-operation.
"The key for us is to make clear what our interests are, our concerns about
the situation in Iraq," he said.
Mr Bush's comments followed an earlier statement by US Defence Secre¬
tary Robert Gates during a visit to Turkey.
Turkey's incursion into northern Iraq "should be as short and precisely
targeted as possible", he said after talks with his Turkish counterpart Vecdi
Gonul in the capital, Ankara.
Mr Gonul said the assault on the PKK separatists, who want an independ¬
ent homeland in south-east Turkey, would last "as long as necessary".
Heavy clashes
In the latest fighting, a PKK spokesman was quoted as saying heavy
clashes broke out when rebels surrounded 200 Turkish soldiers in a moun¬
tain valley.
Iraq says the incursion, launched last Thursday, is unacceptable and vio¬
lates its sovereignty.

Since November, the US has been providing real-time intelligence to help
Turkey target the PKK across the border.
Ankara will not want to jeopardise that vital support, the BBC's Sarah
Rainsford in Istanbul says.
But now that Turkish troops are engaging the PKK on the ground, appar¬
ently successfully, the military will not be keen to leave too soon either,
our correspondent says.
More than 30,000 people have been killed since the PKK its campaign in
1984.
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Fostering democracy Aliza Marcus and Andrew Apostolou

Talking to Turkey's Kurds
he crisis between Turkey and Iraq, with the United
States playing the uneasy role of mediator and
friend to both, has escalated with the Turkish land

	 operation launched on Friday. Following the spate of .

attacks last fall inside Turkey by the Kurdistan Workers
Party, or PKK, the Bush administration gave Turkey intelli¬
gence to facilitate air strikes against key PKK bases in remote
Iraqi Kurdish mountains. Washington hoped this would pre¬
vent any Turkish military offensive inside Iraqi Kurdistan,
Iraq's most stable region and the PKK's un- 	
willing host. This policy has clearly failed.

The inability of the United States to rein The Democratic Society

SSÎ^tï^fïï^tan, demonstrate Party offers alternatives S^fJ^^1îl^^l?.^.ïïï 3îh?l?.n do

If the state is successful, this will be at least the fifth time it
has closed this Kurdish party (or its predecessors) since 1993.
Turkey has already jailed DTP'S chairman for allegedly avoid¬
ing compulsory military service at a time when he would
probably have had to fight fellow Kurds. The state is also in¬
vestigating DTP's parliamentary chairman for allegedly in¬
sulting the Turkish military he had objected to being
barred from an official function by Turkey's politically active
armed forces. The popular mayor of Diyarbakir, Turkey's
largest Kurdish city, says 30 lawsuits have been filed against
him for using the Kurdish language in official settings.

This is where the United States can help. The United States
should strengthen these democratically elected Kurdish offi-

that a better approach is needed. The core of
Turkey's "Kurdish problem" is not the PKK. to endless guerrilla War.
It is Turkey's denial of basic political and 	
cultural rights to its Kurds, who are about
one-fifth of the population. Any resolution of the decades-
old conflict was unthinkable because often there were no
credible nonviolent Kurdish partners for the ever-suspicious
Turkish state to talk to. Such partners now exist and the
United States should help Turkey to recognize this.

In July 2007, Turkey's Kurds elected 20 members ofParlia¬
ment from the Democratic Society Party, or DTP. A Kurdish
nationalist group, DTP also has 54 mayors in largely Kurdish
municipalities in Turkey's southeast. These democratically
elected politicians are not PKK members. They may sympa¬
thize with PKK fighters who often hail from the same
towns and villages. And contrary to government demands,
they refuse to label the rebels "terrorists." But DTP politi¬
cians oppose violence, whether from the state or the rebels.
They call for a state-rebel cease-fire and want to work with

: Turkish officials to end the conflict.
These elected DTP officials matter because they articulate

a Kurdish case separate from PKK violence. In November
2007, DTP called for decentralizing power to Turkey's re-

1 gions, the first time this Kurdish party has presented a viable
political vision. Unlike the PKK, whose demands have
ranged from independence to broad cultural rights, DTP's
ideas are not punctuated by gunfire.

Unfortunately, Turkey has responded with hostility, not
dialogue. Turkey's chief prosecutor may shutter DTP be¬
cause he claims that statements by party officials, including
using the taboo word "Kurdistan" and praising a PKK cease¬
fire, are tantamount to supporting terrorism.

this in two ways. First, Ankara should be told openly and re¬
peatedly that putting Kurdish politicians on trial for repre¬
senting the ethnic-based interests of their voters is counter¬
productive. Second, U.S. diplomats in Turkey should meet
Kurdish parliamentarians and mayors regularly, especially

in their municipal or parliamentary offices. Visiting mem¬
bers ofCongress should also see their Kurdish counterparts.

By talking to many genuine Kurdish representatives in
Turkey, the United Stater -.vould oblige the Turkish state to
stop treating all expressions of Kurdishness as potential ter¬
rorism. Just as usefully, the United States would allow Turk¬
ish liberals to embrace these Kurdish politicians.

Above all, a U.S. stamp of approval would enhance the
credibility of these democratically elected Kurdish leaders.

With U.S. approval, they could acquire
the strength to build a nonviolent alterna¬
tive to the PKK. The rebel group will not
disappear, but Kurdish officials could
claim their rightful position as political
leader ofTurkey's Kurdish community.

The war with the PKK is just one aspect
ofa conflict that has prevented democrati¬
zation in Turkey. By fostering a democrat¬

ic alternative to the PKK, and encouraging the Turkish state
to talk rather than repress, the United States could put both
sides on the path to accommodation and away from violence.

Aliza Marcus is author of "Blood and Belief: The PKK and
the Kurdish Fight for Independence." Andrew Apostolou is an
analyst ofKurdish politics. This article first appeared in The
Boston Globe.

Iraqi panel rejects bill
on provincial elections
From news reports

BAGHDAD: The Iraqi presidential
council on Wednesday rejected a mea¬
sure that would have paved the way for
provincial elections, sending it back to
Parliament for review after failing to
reach a consensus.

The provincial powers law defines
ties between Baghdad and the local au¬
thorities and is seen by Iraqi officials as
a key step before a date can be set for
provincial elections, which are sup¬
posed to be held by Oct. 1.

Provincial elections are seen as a
chance for parties that boycotted polls
in 2005 to win some local power, draw¬
ing more disenfranchised Iraqis es¬
pecially minority Sunni Arabs into
the political process.

The council said it had signed off on
two other bills passed this month, the
2008 budget and an amnesty law that
could lead to the release of thousands of
prisoners from custody.

Parliament approved all three bills
on Feb. 14 in what was seen as a major
legislative breakthrough and a step to-

SBrUnme Febr"^28'2008

ward reconciliation between Iraq's di¬
vided communities.

The panel is composed of President
Jalal Talabani, a Kurd; Vice President ,

Adel Abdul-Mahdi, a Shiite, and Vice
President Tariq al-Hashemi, a Sunni.

One member of the presidential,
council "objected to articles regarding
the authority of the governor and the :

process to dismiss the governor," said
the head of the presidential office,
Naseer al-Ani, declining to identify the
member.

It was unclear how long Parliament
would need to review the law. Legisla¬
tors are on recess until mid-March.

Also Wednesday, Shiite pilgrims
headed to a major religious, gathering
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were again targeted by extremists,
when a roadside bomb detonated near a
bus in Baghdad, killing one traveler, the
police said.

Shiites from across Iraq and some
foreign visitors are marking Arbaeen,
the end of a 40-day mourning period
following the anniversary of the death
of Imam Hussein, one of the most
revered figures in Shiite Islam.

The U.S. military blamed Sunni-led
Al Qaeda in Mesopotamia for earlier at¬
tacks on pilgrims, which seemed aimed
at provoking sectarian violence. Shiite
religious festivals have been targeted
repeatedly in the past few years.

With the latest fatality, at least 64
people have been slain this week in as

saults targeting pilgrims. The worst of
the attacks occurred Sunday when a sui¬
cide bomber detonated in a roadside re¬
freshment tent packed with worshipers
taking a break as they walked to Kar-
bala. At least 56 people were killed.

In Karbala, the rituals surrounding

Arbaeen were reaching their peak. The
Iraqi and U.S. authorities have said at
least 8 million people will join in the
ceremonies, under the eye of 40,000
troops, snipers and plainclothes securi¬
ty officers plus air support monitor¬
ing the outskirts of town to prevent
rocket attacks.

Reacting to the string of attacks on
Shiite pilgrims, one of the most respec

ted clerics in Shiite Islam called Wed¬
nesday for action against a school of
thought used by militants to justify
killing other Muslims.

Grand Ayatollah Mohammed Hus¬
sein Fadlallah described an attack on
pilgrims in Iraq on Sunday as "the pin¬
nacle of barbarism." Fadlallah is based
in Lebanon and has Shiite followers
across the Muslim world.

In a statement, he said the phenome¬
non of Muslims charging others with
nonbelief, known as "takfir" in Arabic,
was "one of the most dangerous issues"
faced by the Muslim world. A person ac¬
cused ofnonbelief is regarded as a legit- 1

imate target by some militant Muslims.
(AP, Reuters)

Washington s'inquiète de
l'offensive turque en Irak

TURQUIE
Le secrétaire à la Défense
Robert Gates est venu
à Ankara pour convaincre
les dirigeants turcs de ne pas
se limiter au volet militaire
contre les Kurdes du PKK.

Istanbul

PRÉSENTÉE comme un symbole
du feu vert américain à l'offensive
turque dans les montagnes ennei¬
gées du nord de l'Irak, l'arrivée de
Robert Gates, le secrétaire améri¬
cain à la Défense, hier soir à Anka¬
ra, a été précédée de déclarations

discordantes entre les deux alliés
au sein de l'Otan. Depuis New Del¬
hi, la veille, Gates avait souligné les
inquiétudes américaines quant à la
durée de l'opération au Kurdistan :

«Je veux parler de jours, d'une ou
deux semaines à peu près, pas de
mois. » Mais la Turquie refuse de
fixer une date de retrait. «Notre
objectif est clair, notre mission est
claire. Il n'y aura pas de calendrier
avant que ces bases terroristes ne
soient éliminées », a martelé à Bag¬

dad une délégation turque.
Au cours de ses rencontres

avec les dirigeants turcs aujour¬
d'hui, Robert Gates entend égale

ment convaincre ses interlocu¬
teurs de ne pas se limiter au volet
militaire pour en finir avec le PKK,
mais de mettre en place « une solu¬
tion sur le long terme » en privilé¬
giant « les initiatives économiques
et politiques ». Ce triptyque com¬
mence désormais à faire son che¬
min au sein de l'état-major turc.
Cependant, « il n'y a toujours pas
de consensus, ni au sein de l'armée,
ni au gouvernement, composé
d'une aile nationaliste », confie un
observateur politique. Malgré les
divergences de vues, l'offensive
terrestre turque bénéficie du
réchauffement des relations turco-
américaines sur le dossier irakien.
Après avoir soutenu et s'être
appuyé sur Massoud Barzani,
Washington a commencé à pren¬
dre ombrage de l'entêtement du
président du Kurdistan à vouloir
rattacher la ville irakienne de
Kirkouk et ses riches réserves
pétrolières à la région kurde, et de
sa tolérance pour les activités du
PKK aux frontières turques.

Contreparties
Les États-Unis, qui étaient res¬

tés sourds aux demandes d'Ankara
de lutter contre le PKK en Irak, ont
donc donné une nouvelle impul

sion à leur alliance traditionnelle
avec la Turquie. « Ils ont fini par
réaliser que nous allions intervenir,
avec ou sans leur accord », estime
Gûndûz Aktan, député du Parti de
l'action nationaliste (MHP) et
ancien président d'Asam, un
think-tank proche des militaires.
Mais ce feu vert de la Maison-Blan¬
che suppose des contreparties.

En haut de la liste, figurerait
l'effort militaire des Turcs en Afgha¬
nistan. Washington souhaiterait
que le contingent turc actuellement
à Kaboul s'engage dans le sud du
pays. « Nos deux peuples entretien¬
nent des liens très forts, argumente
GûndûzAktan: bien que noussoute¬
nions le régime en place, nos soldats
ne doivent pas aller combattre les

talibans: nous devons juste assurer
une mission de maintien de
l'ordre. » Autre intérêt divergent
entre les Turcs et les Américains :

l'Iran. Un front commun dans la
lutte contre le PKK, des accords
énergétiques et commerciaux,
Ankara tient à ses bonnes relations
avec sonvoisin. « Sion nousdeman¬
de de prendre nos distances, nous
aurons du mal à dire non », analyse
Soli Ûzel, professeur de relations
internationales à l'université Bilgi.

Laure Marchand
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were again targeted by extremists,
when a roadside bomb detonated near a
bus in Baghdad, killing one traveler, the
police said.
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bala. At least 56 people were killed.

In Karbala, the rituals surrounding

Arbaeen were reaching their peak. The
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l'offensive turque en Irak
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que le contingent turc actuellement
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nent des liens très forts, argumente
GûndûzAktan: bien que noussoute¬
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ne doivent pas aller combattre les
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énergétiques et commerciaux,
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Turkish guards Wednesday carrying coffin ofa commando killed fighting PKK rebels.

Gates urges Turks to quit
Iraq by middle of March

. By Richard A. Oppel Jr.
and Khalid al-Ansary

BAGHDAD: Defense Secretary
Robert Gates urged the Turkish mili¬
tary on Wednesday to abandon by mid-
March their invasion of guerrilla-con¬
trolled lands in the northernmost
reaches of Iraq.

But Turkish officials said the govern¬
ment had no intention of ending mili¬
tary operations in Iraqbefore all its tar¬
gets had been destroyed.

Gates's call for an end to the offen¬
sive came amid signs that the Ameri¬
can and Iraqi governments were grow¬
ing increasingly worried that fierce
fighting along the mountainous Tur¬
key-Iraq border could widen into a
much broader and bloodier conflict.

"It's very important that the Turks
make this operation as short as possible
and then leave," Gates told reporters in
India on Wednesday as he prepared to

leave for Ankara, the capital ofTurkey.
His comments appeared to be a de¬

parture from earlier, more unambigu¬
ous American statements that backed
the Turks in their combat operations
against guerrillas from the Kurdistan
Workers' Party, or PKK.

"I measure quick in terms of days, a
week or two, something like that, not
months," Gates said, becoming the first
senior American official to demand a
strict timeline for the Turkish opera¬
tion to end.

But, publicly at least, the Turks show
no sign of letting up. Ahmet Davutoglu,
a senior adviser to Prime Minister Re¬
cep Tayyip Erdogan, told reporters on
Wednesday that there was "no time¬
table" for ending the operation.

Targets must first
be hit, they reply

Meeting in Baghdad with the Iraqi
foreign minister, Hoshyar Zebari, Dav¬
utoglu warned that the operation
would not stop until the PKK bases in¬
side Iraq were "eliminated."

As American officials worried that
the fighting could destabilize the Kurd¬
ish-controlled north, efforts to mend
deep rifts between the other two main
sects in Iraq hit a roadblock in Baghdad
on Wednesday when the three-member
Iraqi presidency council rejected an
important new law that calls for pro-
vincial elections by October. (Page 8)

The law would presumably do away
with severe electoral distortions in
some provinces that existpartlybecause
Sunnis boycotted the previous provin¬

cial ballots, leaving Kurds and Shiites
with vastly more power. For example,
Shiites dominate the Diyala provincial
government even though Sunnis consti¬
tute a majority of the region, a condition
that exacerbated the fierce sectarian vio¬
lence there during the past two years.

Turks launched their most ambitious
operation in years, using thousands of
troops according to Turkish media re¬
ports supported by helicopters and
fighter aircraft to push well into the
high mountains and valleys on the Iraq
side of the border that have long been
controlled by the guerrillas.

The Turkish military claims that its
has killed 230 PKK guerrillas, including
77 in bitter fighting since Tuesday. A
PKK spokesman, Ahmed Denis, scoffed
at the Turkish numbers in a telephone

The wo r ld-s Daily Newspaper

interview on Wednesday, saying that
body bags with more than 100 dead
Turkish soldiers had already been
taken from the battlefield. Neither
claim could be independently verified.

American officials have backed the
right of Turkey, a crucial NATO ally, to
defeat the PKK, which the United States
government classifies as a terrorist or¬
ganization.

In recent years Turkey has some¬
times sent troops over the border in
temporary "hot pursuit" raids against
guerrillas. But this is the first time that
American officials have been so ada¬
mant in urging a Turkish withdrawal.

Though the Turkish invasion has so
far been limited, Iraqi officials also fear
what it could turn into. The Iraqi cabinet
issued a statement Tuesday night con¬
demning the operation as a violation of
Iraqi sovereignty and warning that "uni¬
lateral military action is not acceptable."

In Washington, Nabi Sensoy, the Turk¬
ish ambassador to the United States, said

in a phone interview that while Turkey
was still cooperating closely with the
United States, it had no intention ofend¬
ing military operations in Iraq before all
its targets had been destroyed.

"This operation is limited in size,
scope and duration," he said. "There are
certain targets in mind, and plans have
been made to attain those targets, and
when those are achieved, they will come
back. So 'limited' will stay 'limited.' "

"The military never reveals the tar¬
gets or the time frame," Sensoy said. "It
won't be open-ended, but we can't pin¬
point when it's going to stop."

Sensoy said that Gates would be giv¬
en more information in his meetings in
Ankara, and he said he did not antici¬
pate that U.S.-Turkish military coopera¬
tion which the ambassador described
as greatly improved in recent months
would suffer over the timing of the op¬
eration's end.

"Before and during the operation,
everyone is really sharing all kinds of
information as to what's happening," he
said, "so I don't really expect that we
will in any way be out of step with the
United States."

Sensoy, describing the PKK as "by far
the deadliest terrorist organization in
the world," asserted that the military
operation targets only PKK militants
and is being conducted in a rugged area
where, Ankara believes, no civilians
live.

"The sole target of the airstrikes and
the ground operation is the PKK terror-
ist organization, nothing else," Sensoy
said. "We have no hidden agenda, we
have no hidden target, we make it very
clear."

Brian Knowlton in Washington, Seb-
nem Arsu in Turkey and an Iraqi corre¬
spondent in Sulaimaniya, Iraq, contrib¬
uted reporting.
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deep rifts between the other two main
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important new law that calls for pro-
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with vastly more power. For example,
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tute a majority of the region, a condition
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American officials have backed the
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won't be open-ended, but we can't pin¬
point when it's going to stop."

Sensoy said that Gates would be giv¬
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"Before and during the operation,
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said, "so I don't really expect that we
will in any way be out of step with the
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Sensoy, describing the PKK as "by far
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the world," asserted that the military
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and is being conducted in a rugged area
where, Ankara believes, no civilians
live.
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have no hidden target, we make it very
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TIME Feb. 28. 2008

By Pelin Turgut/ Istanbul
Better known for her tabloid love affairs,

plastic surgery and husky voice, transsexual
Turkish diva Bulent Ersoy makes the unlikeliest
political activist. Yet she has caused a storm of
outrage by becoming the only public personality
to speak out against Turkey's invasion of north¬
ern Iraq. So pervasive is the nationalist climate
that Ersoy has been vilified for declaring on a

national TV equivalent of American Idol, where
she is a judge that if she had a son, she would
not have sent him to fight this war. She is now
under investigation for being "anti-military".
Ersoy is widely popular but the response to her
declaration has been bellicose. Turkey's TV
watchdog said it has been inundated with calls
protesting Ersoy's comments. Officials at the
Star TV channel are said to be contemplating
dropping her as a judge on the show. An Istanbul
prosecutor has begun an investigation into her
remarks on the grounds that they could put
people off military service, compulsory for men
over the age of 18. Many of those killed in Iraq
have been conscripts. (This is not the first time
Ersoy has been on the wrong side of the military:
she was banned from performing for several
years following a military coup in 1980.)
When she delivered her remarks on the air,
Ersoy immediately got into a fight with a fellow
celebrity judge, the singer Ebru Giïndep, coun¬
tered that were she to have a son, she would
have no hesitation in having him "fight like a
lion." "Martyrs killed in action do not die, the
country will never be divided," she said. Ersoy
retorted that there was no point taking refuge in

Turkey's Anti-War Diva
clichés.

Turkey's military has said it has killed 230
PKK rebels in the current operation while
Turkish losses stood at 27, but the casualty
reports cannot be independently con¬
firmed. The conflict has killed up to
40,000 people since 1984.

The U.S., mindful of upsetting Iraq's only
fairly peaceful region, is urging Turkey for
a quick end to the invasion targeting sepa¬
ratist Kurdish rebels based in the moun¬
tains of north Iraq. U.S. Defense Secretary
Robert Gates, in Ankara today, called for
the operation to be over shortly and for the
government to address the economic and
social concerns of its Kurdish minority,
which complains of cultural and other restric¬
tions as well as deep poverty.
But his call appears to be falling on deaf ears.
Turkey is awash in fervent nationalism news¬
papers are emblazoned with military heroics and
jingoistic slogans. The government of Prime
Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan is loathe to
upset a cosy alliance with the far right National¬
ist Action Party, which helped it push through a
recent law allowing headscarves in universities.
Although thousands of Kurds in the southeast
have taken to the streets in recent days to protest
the invasion, there has otherwise been virtually
no public opposition (with the exception of
Ersoy's comment) to the invasion. A political
solution to the Kurdish issue appears a long way
off.

Since November, the U.S. has been providing
military intelligence to the Turkish army, help¬
ing target air strikes. Now that the Turkish army
is engaged on the field in north Iraq, it may not
want to pull back quickly. Ankara is deeply
suspicious of the regional Kurdish government
there, which it accuses of supporting the PKK. It
is also concerned that the. largely autonomous
region may seek independence, in turn foment¬
ing similar demands by its own restive Kurdish
population. In response to Gates' remarks, the
Turkish military did not set a timetable for
withdrawal. "Short term is a relative notion.
Sometimes it is a day, sometimes a year," Chief
of Staff Yasar Buyukanit said after his meeting
with Gates.

PWANOUULTIMIS February 29 2008

Turkey rebuffs US call for quick Iraq exit
By Demetri Sevastopulo and
Turkey declined to offer any

assurances yesterday that its
military incursion into northern Iraq
would end quickly, despite US calls
for the operation to be limited.
On a visit to Ankara, Robert Gates,
the US defence secretary, urged the
Turks to keep their action against
Kurdish PKK rebels - now entering
its second week - "as short and
precisely targeted as possible",
although he did not repeat earlier
comments that it should last no
more than two weeks.
General Yashar Buyukanit, Tur¬
key's top military chief, appeared to
dismiss Mr Gates's concerns,
saying: "Short is a relative notion."
He gave no hint of when his troops
might withdraw and said the US
"understands" the Turkish position.

Turkish political leaders also re¬

fused to say how long the incursion

Vincent Boland in Ankara:
would last.

Recep Tayyip Erdogan, prime
minister, said after meeting Mr
Gates that troops would return
"once the operation reached its
goal", the Anatolian news agency
reported.

Asked how Turkish officials re¬

sponded to his urgings, Mr Gates
said: "I think we'll see."

Turkish troops, backed by military
jets, entered northern Iraq on Feb¬
ruary 21 in pursuit of PKK guerrillas
who have carried out several
deadly attacks inside Turkey in
recent months. Ankara insists the
operation targets only bases be¬

longing to the Kurdish separatist
group, which is branded a terrorist
organisation by Turkey, the US and
the European Union.

The US has been taken by surprise
by the ferocity of the Turkish as

sault on the PKK. At least 230 re¬

bels and 24 Turkish military per¬

sonnel are reported to have died so
far. Washington is also worried
about the possibility of a clash
between Turkey and the forces of
the Kurdistan regional government
that controls northern Iraq. Both are
close US allies.
European diplomats said the appar¬
ent rift between Ankara and Wash¬
ington suggested that Turkey
wanted to be seen to be making its
own decisions about when to with¬
draw its forces.

Mr Gates welcomed Turkey's
dispatch of a diplomatic delegation
to Baghdad this week, headed by a
close aide to Mr Erdogan. But he
also suggested that Ankara needed
to be more transparent about the
incursion and what it hoped to
achieve.

"The Turkish government should
make clear to the Iraqi government
and everyone concerned exactly
what their intentions are and the
limited goals and scope of the
operations," he said.

The Turkish operation has broad
domestic support and is being
facilitated, at least in part, by US
intelligence sharing. But this cannot
hide growing concerns in Washing¬
ton that there might be more at
stake in northern Iraq than Turkey's
security.
Mr Gates said: "I believe there is a
growing appreciation of the
complexity of the situation to
balance the right of Turkey to
defend itself against the need to
maintain Iraqi sovereignty and
territorial integrity."
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not have sent him to fight this war. She is now
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declaration has been bellicose. Turkey's TV
watchdog said it has been inundated with calls
protesting Ersoy's comments. Officials at the
Star TV channel are said to be contemplating
dropping her as a judge on the show. An Istanbul
prosecutor has begun an investigation into her
remarks on the grounds that they could put
people off military service, compulsory for men
over the age of 18. Many of those killed in Iraq
have been conscripts. (This is not the first time
Ersoy has been on the wrong side of the military:
she was banned from performing for several
years following a military coup in 1980.)
When she delivered her remarks on the air,
Ersoy immediately got into a fight with a fellow
celebrity judge, the singer Ebru Giïndep, coun¬
tered that were she to have a son, she would
have no hesitation in having him "fight like a
lion." "Martyrs killed in action do not die, the
country will never be divided," she said. Ersoy
retorted that there was no point taking refuge in
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Turkey's military has said it has killed 230
PKK rebels in the current operation while
Turkish losses stood at 27, but the casualty
reports cannot be independently con¬
firmed. The conflict has killed up to
40,000 people since 1984.

The U.S., mindful of upsetting Iraq's only
fairly peaceful region, is urging Turkey for
a quick end to the invasion targeting sepa¬
ratist Kurdish rebels based in the moun¬
tains of north Iraq. U.S. Defense Secretary
Robert Gates, in Ankara today, called for
the operation to be over shortly and for the
government to address the economic and
social concerns of its Kurdish minority,
which complains of cultural and other restric¬
tions as well as deep poverty.
But his call appears to be falling on deaf ears.
Turkey is awash in fervent nationalism news¬
papers are emblazoned with military heroics and
jingoistic slogans. The government of Prime
Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan is loathe to
upset a cosy alliance with the far right National¬
ist Action Party, which helped it push through a
recent law allowing headscarves in universities.
Although thousands of Kurds in the southeast
have taken to the streets in recent days to protest
the invasion, there has otherwise been virtually
no public opposition (with the exception of
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Since November, the U.S. has been providing
military intelligence to the Turkish army, help¬
ing target air strikes. Now that the Turkish army
is engaged on the field in north Iraq, it may not
want to pull back quickly. Ankara is deeply
suspicious of the regional Kurdish government
there, which it accuses of supporting the PKK. It
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population. In response to Gates' remarks, the
Turkish military did not set a timetable for
withdrawal. "Short term is a relative notion.
Sometimes it is a day, sometimes a year," Chief
of Staff Yasar Buyukanit said after his meeting
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Turkey rebuffs US call for quick Iraq exit
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Turkey declined to offer any
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The Kurds

Turkey invades northern Iraq

ANKARA AND ERBIL

With scores of fighters on both sides killed, the latestbattle between Turkey and its
rebel Kurds with havens in Iraq may get out of hand

THE latest incursion by Turkish forces
into northern Iraq in an effort to squash

the rebels of the Kurdistan Workers' Party
(pkk), which draws its support from Tur¬
key's own Kurds, is the biggest in a decade.
It is also one of the most worrying for the
region as a whole. The danger is that it may
draw in the peshmerga, the Kurdish forces
loyal to the government of the Kurds'
autonomous region in northern Iraq, and
destabilise all of Iraq, just when the insur¬
gency across the country is gradually be¬

ing contained. The most striking develop¬
ment is that America, whose relations
with Turkey, its old ally in nato, have
been chilly, this time appears to have sided
more plainly with the Turks. The Ameri¬
cans have even sent high-tech specialists
to work alongside the Turks to provide
"real-time" intelligence to help Turkish he¬

licopters and artillery to target the pkk in
its mountain fastnesses.

The government in Baghdad is dis¬

mayed by Turkey's breach of Iraq's territo¬

rial sovereignty, but seems grudgingly pre¬
pared to sit on its hands provided that the
incursion lasts no more than a week or two
and that Turkish forces do not penetrate
deeper than 30km (19 miles) or so into the
rugged mountains of northern Iraq.

It is a lot harder for Iraq's Kurdish re¬

gional government to stomach the intru¬
sion, but it too is keen not to let its forces
tangle with the Turks, despite rising anger
among ordinary Iraqi Kurds against what
they consider Turkey's aggression. Iraq's
Kurds have little love for the pkk, and insist
that they do not help it with logistics or
weapons. But they also say the Turkish
government should do more to accommo

date Turkey's 14m or so Kurds by giving
them greater cultural and political rights.

The Americans naturally still want to
be friendly with all sides-an almost im¬
possible task. Iraq's Kurds depend on what
they see as an informal American guaran¬
tee of their right to secure their almost un¬
precedented autonomy-and there is no

sign that the Americans are likely to ditch
them. But more recently American dip¬
lomats and soldiers have been concentrat¬
ing on trying to draw other Iraqi constit¬
uencies, especially the Sunni Arabs, as
well as recalcitrant Shia radicals loyal to a
fiery cleric, Muqtada al-Sadr, into a modus
vtvendi with the Shia-led establishment in
Baghdad. In a hopeful move, Mr Sadr told
his militia to extend a ceasefire that was
due to expire last week.

What is new is America's readiness to
risk annoying Iraq's Kurds by acquiescing
in Turkey's latest effort to bash the pkk.
George Bush has called the pkk "our com¬
mon enemy". An American official has
even called military co-operation between
Turkey and America since November,
when the Turks launched their latest
round of attacks on the pkk, "the most in¬
tense since the Korean war" in the 1950s,
when Turkish forces within the nato alli¬
ance won a reputation for bravery.

Whether the latest campaign will suc¬

ceed is another matter. The Turks say they
must root out some 400 pkk fighters
strung out in a swathe of exceptionally
harsh mountains stretching some 100km
from north of Zakho to the Kandil moun¬
tains near where Turkey, Iraq and Iran all
meet (see map on next page). The Turks
particularly want to destroy pkk bases in

the Zap and Haftanin districts. Above all,
they hope to stop the pkk spring offensive
that usually begins later this month.
Thanks to American intelligence technol¬
ogy, they may be better able to do so.
"These are tailored, precise operations, tak¬
ing place in a relatively small area," says a
Western military observer.

Early claims of success by both sides
are hard to verify. The Turkish press says
that 10,000 troops have crossed into Iraq;
non-Turkish analysts reckon the figure is
2,000-3,000. Turkish officials say at least
150 pkk fighters have been killed since the
assault began, on February 21st, for the loss
of a score of Turkish soldiers; the pkk says
it has had minimal losses, but has killed at
least 80 Turks.

What is likely, in any event, is that the
fog, brutal terrain and deep snow will
make it very hard for the Turks altogether
to eradicate the pkk, which has been ex¬

traordinarily resilient since it started fight¬
ing for self-rule in 1984. Since then, some
40,000 people, mostly Kurds, have died.
Numerous cross-border attacks have fiz¬

zled out. The pkk may be going through a

bad patch; their logistics have been bat¬
tered, their weapons stock may have been
reduced, their morale may be low. And
this attack may be more comprehensive
than previous ones. But it is unlikely to
knock out the guerrillas for good. "We will
draw the Turks in and they will get stuckin
a quagmire," says a pkk commander.

Moreover, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, the
Turkish prime minister, who heads the rul¬

ing Justice and Development (ak) party,
risks alienating the many Turkish Kurds
who had proven increasingly ready to vote
for him and his moderately Islamist party.
But he has once again become wary, in re¬

cent months, of Turkey's self-appointed
secular guardians, the generals, breathing
down his neck and muttering baleful
warnings against going too far down an Is¬

lamist path. In particular, a recent ak law
(not yet enacted) to let female students
wear the previously banned headscarf in
universities has aroused the ire of secular-
minded Turks, including the generals.

Mindful of such divisive emotions at
home, Mr Erdogan has been using increas¬
ingly hawkish and nationalist language.
He has dismissed the Kurds' latest de¬

mands for more education in their own
language. This week, misty-eyed, he began
reciting the works of a nationalist poet,
Mehmet Akif Ersoy. Letting the generals
have another go at the pkk may be part of
this political strategy. During the latest row
over headscarves, the generals have been
notably-and unusually-silent.

At the same time, Mr Erdogan may still
hope to promote Islam among the Kurds as
the best antidote against Kurdish national¬
ism. His ak advisers even hope to win the
mayor's race in Diyarbakir, the biggest
Kurdish-dominated city in south-eastern
Turkey, in elections due next year. "If the
ak gets Diyarbakir, the Kurdish nationalist
movement will suffer a major setback,"
says Serafettin Elci, a prominent indepen¬
dent Kurdish politician. "It will take them
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years to recover." But Mr Erdogan's recent
hawkishness could turn many sympa¬
thetic Kurds against him.

In any event, hopes of an accommoda¬
tion between the Turkish government and
the Kurdish regional government in Iraq
are less fanciful. There is still a chance that
Jalal Talabani, Iraq's president, who is also
the leader of one of the two parties that
jointly run the Kurds' regional govern¬
ment, may make a ground-breaking visit
to Turkey later this month. While Turkish
troops have been battering the pick, senior
Turkish diplomats have been in Baghdad
talking to Hoshyar Zebari, Iraq's foreign
minister, and Barham Saleh, Iraq's acting

prime minister (while Nuri al-Maliki is
abroad for a medical check-up), both of
whom are leading Kurds. A senior Turkish
general also visited Baghdad to brief the
central Iraqi government on Turkey's mili¬
tary intentions towards the pkk. Economic
links between Iraqi Kurdistan and Turkey
have continued to grow.

To complicate matters, the Iraqi Kurds,
who have a history of internecine strife,
may not be at one over how to react. Some
say that the Americans are tiring of Ma-
soud Barzani, the Kurds' president, who is
said to be more hostile towards the Turks
than is his nephew, Nechirvan Barzani, the
Kurds' prime minister. Others say that the
Turks are keen to cultivate Mr Talabani,
who has been notably reticent about the
incursion, perhaps hoping to drive a
wedge between him and the Barzanis.

An even bigger question, in the long
run, is whether Turkey will ever really tol¬
erate, let alone welcome, autonomy for
Iraqi Kurds, which they fear may turn into
virtual independence and act as a magnet
for Kurdish nationalists in Turkey. Many
Iraqi Kurds, including those who dislike
the pkk, doubt whether the Turks will ever
let them build up their proto-state. "Even if
they withdraw now or next week and re¬

move the pkk, they will come back," says a
senior Kurdish official. "Just wait and see." .

The Americans say that Iraq's Kurds
have helped isolate the pkk, denying them '
weapons and logistics, and stopping jour¬
nalists from visiting their camps, but must
still do more. "Iraqi Kurdish leaders have
taken steps to deter and block the flow of
terrorists and their supplies," says an
American diplomat in Ankara. "We have
urged those authorities to strengthen these
efforts. It is in the interest of both Turkey
and Iraq that the pkk be eliminated from
northern Iraq and the two countries need
to continue to work together towards that
goal." This week a White House official
said: "Obviously we support Turkey and
we support Iraq." How simple.

VailleuaiPS acttmielllles 2 9 février 2008
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Ankara mine l'Irak
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Par Frédéric Pons
L'opération aéroterrestre lancée par

l'armée turque, le 2 1 février, con¬
tre les .bases de rebelles kurdes en Irak,
mine gravement la stabilité de la
région. Elle ne peut que rallumer la
fièvre nationaliste en Irak, en Syrie et
en Iran où vivent de fortes minorités
kurdes. Elle déstabilise de nouveau le
Kurdistan irakien, qui avait pourtant
retrouvé la sécurité et un début de
prospérité. « C'est un désastre qui
ralentit notre marche pour la paix, la
démocratie et la prospérité », assure
Nechirvan Barzani, le premier minis¬
tre du gouvernement régional auto¬
nome du Kurdistan.

Pour les Américains aussi, c'est une
catastrophe. L'opération turque
risque d'enrayer la laborieuse pacifi¬
cation entreprise en Irak. Les progrès
réalisés en 2007
faisaient espérer à la
Maison Blanche et
au Pentagone un
début de retrait du
contingent améri¬
cain dès ce prin¬
temps. Malgré les
appels au calme
lancés parWashing¬
ton à son allié de
l'Otan, le gouverne¬
ment turc n'en fait
qu'à sa tête : « Ce à
quoi nous essayons de
parvenir, déterminera la durée de l 'opé¬

ration, a-t-il sèchement répondu ce
lundi. Lesforces se retirerontdès qu'el¬
les aurontachevé leur mission. »

Ankara justifie cette seconde incur¬
sion en trois mois par la nécessité d'en
finir avec les « bases terroristes » instal¬
lées au nord du Kurdistan. C'est de là
qu'opèrent depuis 1 984 les rebelles du
PKK (Parti des travailleurs du Kurdis¬
tan), estimés à 4 000 hommes aguer¬
ris. Le 21 octobre, un de leurs com¬
mandos infiltrés en Turquie avait tué
12 soldats turcs dans une embuscade.
Inscrit sur les listes des organisations
terroristes dressées par l'Union euro¬
péenne et les États-Unis, le PKK

revendique l'autonomie du tiers
oriental de la Turquie, peuplé en
majorité de Kurdes.

La vaste opération de "nettoyage"
lancée au nord de l'Irak permet en
réalité à la Turquie de rappeler au
monde l'un de ses intérêts vitaux,
"non négociable" : l'interdiction de
toute forme d'indépendance aux
Kurdes du Moyen-Orient. Les pre¬
miers visés sont ceux d'Irak parce
qu'ils ont su refaire leur unité, après
vingt ans des guerres fratricides. Profi¬
tant de l'affaissement du pouvoir
central à Bagdad, ils affirment chaque
jour leur autonomie, premier pas,
à leurs yeux, vers l'indépendance
promise naguère par les États-Unis.

Washington leur a demandé de
patienter. En attendant, les Kurdes

L'armée turque affronte 4 000 Kurdes au nord de l'Irak.

d'Irak mettent leur région en ordre.
Après le drapeau kurde qui a rempla¬
cé presque partout le drapeau natio¬
nal irakien, ils préparent leur souve¬
raineté économique. Leur sous-sol
recèle suffisamment de pétrole autour
de Kirkouk pour rendre leur État
viable. Ils commencent à l'exploiter.

La réaction militaire turque contre
le PKKveut retarder une nouvelle fois
cette "échéance inacceptable", avec un
objectif immédiat: essayer d'entraî¬
ner dans la bataille les 5 millions de
Kurdes d'Irak, peu ou prou solidaires
de leurs "cousins" de Turquie. Au
besoin en embrasant tout le nord de
l'Irak. Voire au-delà si nécessaire.

F-jî] Areas with high
proportionofKurds
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L'armée turque "plutôt responsable" jusqu'alors,
selon la Maison Blanche

WASHINGTON. 26 fév 2008 (AFP)
LA MAISON BLANCHE a répété mardi que l'opération militaire turque dans

le nord de l'Irak devait être courte, mais s'est gardée de fixer des limites à
l'allié turc, estimant que celui-ci s'était comporté de manière "plutôt responsa¬
ble" jusqu'alors.

"Nous voulons que ce soit pour le court terme, et nous voulons que les cibles
soient très restreintes", a déclaré devant la presse la porte-parole de la Mai¬
son Blanche, Dana Perino.

Mais "je ne vais pas mettre de limite dans le temps" à cette opération, a-t-elle
dit, tandis que le gouvernement irakien dénonçait cette incursion commencée
jeudi comme une atteinte à la souveraineté du pays.

L'offensive menée par l'armée turque dans le nord de l'Irak contre les sépara¬
tistes kurdes de Turquie qui se servent du Kurdistan irakien comme base
arrière place les Etats-Unis dans une position délicate entre leurs deux alliés
irakien et turc.

Mme Perino a dit comprendre la "consternation" irakienne, mais "nous pen¬
sons que la Turquie a le droit de se défendre".

"C'est donc une situation dont, évidemment, personne ne voudrait, mais (...)
nous pensons que les Turcs se sont montrés plutôt responsables jusqu'à
présent dans la conduite de cette opération", a-t-elle dit.

Elle a souligné la nécessité de la concertation entre les gouvernements turc et
irakien, mais a assuré qu'elle avait lieu.

Washington demande à Ankara de limiter dans
le temps son incursion en Irak

ANKARA. 27 fév 2008 (AFP) -
ALORS que la controverse enfle entre Ankara et Bagdad sur l'opération
menée par l'armée turque dans le nord de l'Irak contre les rebelles kur¬
des, les Etats-Unis ont demandé mercredi à la Turquie de limiter leur
incursion à "une ou deux semaines".
L'opération militaire lancée le 21 février devra se mesurer "en termes de
jours, voire une ou deux semaines. Mais pas en mois", a déclaré à New
Delhi le secrétaire américain à la Défense Robert Gates, attendu mercre¬
di à Ankara pour des entretiens jeudi avec les dirigeants turcs.
M. Gates a indiqué qu'il s'efforcerait de convaincre ses interlocuteurs
turcs que "l'action militaire seule ne résoudra pas le problème du terro¬
risme pour la Turquie".
"Il y a une place pour les opérations de sécurité, mais elles doivent être
accompagnées d'initiatives économiques et politiques (...) Il faut répondre
aux problèmes et aux plaintes des Kurdes, dans le cadre d'initiatives pas
seulement militaires afin de trouver une solution sur le long terme", a-t-il
dit.

Les Etats-Unis, qui fournissent depuis plusieurs mois des renseigne¬
ments en temps réel sur les déplacements des rebelles du Parti des
travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK) dans le nord de l'Irak, ont cependant
souligné que leur allié turc s'était à leurs yeux comporté jusque-là de
manière "plutôt responsable".
"Nous pensons que la Turquie a le droit de se défendre", avait déclaré
mardi soir la porte-parole de la Maison Blanche, Dana Perino.

"C'est donc une situation dont, évidemment, personne ne voudrait, mais
(...) nous pensons que les Turcs se sont montrés plutôt responsables
jusqu'à présent dans la conduite de cette opération", a-t-elle dit, encoura¬
geant les gouvernements turc et irakien à se concerter.
Les déclarations américaines interviennent alors que Bagdad a sévère¬
ment condamné mardi l'opération militaire, tandis qu'Ankara faisait valoir

son droit à l'autodéfense.

"Le cabinet a fait part de son rejet et de sa condamnation de l'incursion de
l'armée turque qui est considérée comme une violation de la souveraineté
de l'Irak", a déclaré le gouvernement irakien.
Peu auparavant, le Premier ministre turc Recep Tayyip Erdogan avait
estimé que l'opération "est le résultat du droit légitime à l'autodéfense".

"La Turquie mène un combat juste contre une organisation terroriste qui
menace la paix et la stabilité régionales (...) La Turquie a le droit de se
défendre elle-même, d'éliminer ceux qui portent atteinte à la paix, l'unité
et la solidarité de ses citoyens", avait-t-il ajouté.

La Turquie a indiqué qu'elle retirerait ses troupes aussitôt leur mission
achevée, mais n'a pas donné d'échéance.
Sur le terrain, des sources de sécurité kurdes irakiennes ont affirmé que
les bombardements turcs s'étaient poursuivis dans la nuit de mardi à
mercredi.
L'état-major de l'armée turque a indiqué mardi que de fortes chutes de
neige avaient "partiellement" empêché la progression de l'opération ter¬
restre, mais que l'aviation et l'artillerie avaient pu poursuivre leurs bom¬
bardements.
Le dernier bilan des victimes de l'opération fourni par l'état-major turc fait
état de 19 soldats et au moins 153 rebelles tués.

Dans un communiqué cité tard mardi par l'agence de presse Firat News,
considérée comme le porte-voix des rebelles, l'aile militaire du PKK a
annoncé la mort de 13 soldats au cours des deux derniers jours, ce qui
porte son décompte à 94 soldats et trois rebelles tués.

Ankara estime à 4.000 le nombre de rebelles retranchés dans le nord de
l'Irak. Le conflit kurde en Turquie a fait plus de 37.000 morts depuis le
début en 1984 de l'insurrection du PKK, considéré comme une organisa¬
tion terroriste par la Turquie, l'Union européenne et les Etats-Unis.

Cinq soldats turcs, 77 rebelles kurdes tués en Irak
ANKARA -AFP / 27 février 2008
- CINQ SOLDATS turcs et 77 rebelles kurdes ont été tués lors de combats dans le nord de l'Irak
depuis mardi soir, a affirmé mercredi l'état-major de l'armée turque dans un communiqué diffusé
sur son site internet.

Evoquant "les plus lourds combats" depuis le début de l'offensive, l'état-major a aussi mentionné la
mort de trois miliciens kurdes supplétifs de l'armée turque dans les combats.

Ces nouvelles pertes portent à 230 le nombre de rebelles du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan
(PKK) tués depuis le début de l'opération, jeudi soir, et à 27 dans le camp de l'armée turque, mili¬
ciens compris, selon son propre décompte.

Les combats se poursuivent et des indications semblent établir que des dirigeants de haut rang du
PKK figurent parmi les rebelles impliqués dans les accrochages, a indiqué le communiqué.

L'aviation et l'artillerie ont poursuivi leurs bombardements tandis que les troupes au sol ratissaient
les zones de combat.

Depuis le début de l'offensive, les troupes ont partiellement ou totalement détruit 312 positions et
l'artillerie et l'aviation ont frappé 523 objectifs, dont des défenses anti-aériennes, des centres de
commandement et des installations de soutien logistique, a affirmé l'état-major
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Turquie: au coeur de la zone kurde, le PKK
reste au centre du conflit

DIYARBAKIR (Turquie). 27 fév 2008 (AFP)
TRAQUE dans la montagne irakienne par les forces turques, le Parti des
travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK) est encore une référence incontournable pour
de nombreux Kurdes à Diyarbakir, le chef-lieu du sud-est anatolien, peuplé
majoritairement de Kurdes.

20.000 personnes selon les organisateurs -mais pas plus de 10.000 selon les
autorités locales- ont manifesté lundi dans cette ville déshéritée de plus d'un
million d'habitants pour réclamer la fin de l'opération militaire turque lancée le
21 février dans le nord de l'Irak.

La manifestation organisée à l'appel du Parti pour une société démocratique
(DTP), la principale formation pro-kurde du pays, a dégénéré en heurts spora-
diques entre de jeunes manifestants et la police.

Le PKK, la rébellion séparatiste kurde, avait appelé la veille les jeunes Kurdes
des métropoles à se révolter.

"L'opération (de l'armée) attise le nationalisme kurde et turc, et sert les inté¬

rêts du PKK", confie à l'AFP Ahmet, journaliste et écrivain kurde qui souhaite
que son nom ne soit pas cité par crainte de poursuites judiciaires.
"Tant qu'une amnistie générale comprenant aussi les commandants (des
rebelles) n'est pas proclamée, le PKK continuera de survivre", estime cet
intellectuel.

Le PKK ne revendique plus un Etat indépendant, mais seulement l'autonomie
du sud-est de la Turquie. L'image de l'organisation n'est plus ce qu'elle était au
sein de la communauté kurde (15 à 20% des 70 millions d'habitants de la
Turquie), surtout depuis la capture et la condamnation de son chef Abdullah
Ocalan en 1999, suivie d'une accalmie de six ans.

Il n'en reste pas moins qu'il est toujours au centre du conflit kurde.

Ferit Demir, un commerçant de la ville, souligne que "les gens d'ici ont un lien
de parenté avec la guérilla (le PKK) et cette opération ouvre davantage les
plaies".

M. Demir affirme que les jeunes rejoignant les bases de l'organisation -
considérée comme terroriste par Ankara, les Etats-Unis et l'Union euro

péenne- sont aujourd'hui moins nombreux à cause des réformes démocrati¬
ques pro-européennes adoptées par le gouvernement.

Mais, dit-il, "je crains que le sentimentalisme ne l'emporte et que les jeunes
ne remontent dans la montagne".

Parmi les demandes de la population: le démantèlement des "gardiens de
village", une milice controversée de Kurdes payés et armés par Ankara.

Quelque 5.000 miliciens kurdes (sur 58.000) ont été impliqués dans des
crimes ou des délits mais peu ont été poursuivis, selon des chiffres officiels.

"Tant que cette force reste en place, il n'y aura pas de paix", souligne Orhan,
un chauffeur de taxi qui ne fournit que son prénom.

"Ces gens ne veulent pas que les combats finissent car ils ne seront plus
rémunérés", souligne le jeune homme, affirmant que "%95 des Kurdes (de
Turquie) ne veulent pas d'un Etat indépendant, mais qu'il faut quand même un
certain dialogue entre le PKK et l'Etat turc.

Ankara a toujours refusé tout contact avec le PKK. Les violences qui se pour¬
suivent depuis 1984 ont coûté la vie à 37.000 personnes, selon les chiffres
officiels.

Le DTP est menacé d'interdiction pour collusion avec les rebelles. Mais pour
Ahmet il serait erroné de bannir ce parti car c'est une "soupape de sécurité"
entre l'Etat turc et le PKK, bien qu'il soit loin de représenter l'ensemble des
Kurdes (5% des voix aux législatives).

Refusant de se démarquer du PKK, plusieurs dirigeants du parti sont actuel¬
lement en prison ou sont jugés.

"Il faut construire un certain mécanisme de dialogue avec le PKK" soutient
Necdet Atalay, chef provincial du DTP qui assure que même si des centaines
de militants sont tués par l'armée en Irak, le PKK continuera à exister.

Pour d'autres, l'incursion turque ne rappelle que d'amers souvenirs.

Takiyeddin, le fils de Halim Tanrikulu, a été abattu en 1994 à l'âge de 22 ans
lors de heurts avec le PKK.

"Malgré tout, je veux la paix", dit cet homme de 65 ans.

mTu j H Mecredi 27 février 2008 La photo du jour
- 19 soldats turcs
ont été tués ainsi
que 153 membres
du Pkk depuis
jeudi dernier De
fortes chutes de neige ont
«partiellement» empêché
mardi la poursuite de
l'opération de l'armée
turque dans le nord de
l'Irak, a annoncé l'état-
major, en faisant état de
deux soldats tués la veille
au soir dans des combats
avec les rebelles kurdes.
19 soldats turcs ont
trouvé la mort depuis le
début de l'opération ainsi
qu'environ 153 combat¬

tants du Pkk.

94

Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Çapê-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ôzeti

Turquie: au coeur de la zone kurde, le PKK
reste au centre du conflit

DIYARBAKIR (Turquie). 27 fév 2008 (AFP)
TRAQUE dans la montagne irakienne par les forces turques, le Parti des
travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK) est encore une référence incontournable pour
de nombreux Kurdes à Diyarbakir, le chef-lieu du sud-est anatolien, peuplé
majoritairement de Kurdes.

20.000 personnes selon les organisateurs -mais pas plus de 10.000 selon les
autorités locales- ont manifesté lundi dans cette ville déshéritée de plus d'un
million d'habitants pour réclamer la fin de l'opération militaire turque lancée le
21 février dans le nord de l'Irak.

La manifestation organisée à l'appel du Parti pour une société démocratique
(DTP), la principale formation pro-kurde du pays, a dégénéré en heurts spora-
diques entre de jeunes manifestants et la police.

Le PKK, la rébellion séparatiste kurde, avait appelé la veille les jeunes Kurdes
des métropoles à se révolter.

"L'opération (de l'armée) attise le nationalisme kurde et turc, et sert les inté¬

rêts du PKK", confie à l'AFP Ahmet, journaliste et écrivain kurde qui souhaite
que son nom ne soit pas cité par crainte de poursuites judiciaires.
"Tant qu'une amnistie générale comprenant aussi les commandants (des
rebelles) n'est pas proclamée, le PKK continuera de survivre", estime cet
intellectuel.

Le PKK ne revendique plus un Etat indépendant, mais seulement l'autonomie
du sud-est de la Turquie. L'image de l'organisation n'est plus ce qu'elle était au
sein de la communauté kurde (15 à 20% des 70 millions d'habitants de la
Turquie), surtout depuis la capture et la condamnation de son chef Abdullah
Ocalan en 1999, suivie d'une accalmie de six ans.

Il n'en reste pas moins qu'il est toujours au centre du conflit kurde.

Ferit Demir, un commerçant de la ville, souligne que "les gens d'ici ont un lien
de parenté avec la guérilla (le PKK) et cette opération ouvre davantage les
plaies".

M. Demir affirme que les jeunes rejoignant les bases de l'organisation -
considérée comme terroriste par Ankara, les Etats-Unis et l'Union euro

péenne- sont aujourd'hui moins nombreux à cause des réformes démocrati¬
ques pro-européennes adoptées par le gouvernement.

Mais, dit-il, "je crains que le sentimentalisme ne l'emporte et que les jeunes
ne remontent dans la montagne".

Parmi les demandes de la population: le démantèlement des "gardiens de
village", une milice controversée de Kurdes payés et armés par Ankara.

Quelque 5.000 miliciens kurdes (sur 58.000) ont été impliqués dans des
crimes ou des délits mais peu ont été poursuivis, selon des chiffres officiels.

"Tant que cette force reste en place, il n'y aura pas de paix", souligne Orhan,
un chauffeur de taxi qui ne fournit que son prénom.

"Ces gens ne veulent pas que les combats finissent car ils ne seront plus
rémunérés", souligne le jeune homme, affirmant que "%95 des Kurdes (de
Turquie) ne veulent pas d'un Etat indépendant, mais qu'il faut quand même un
certain dialogue entre le PKK et l'Etat turc.

Ankara a toujours refusé tout contact avec le PKK. Les violences qui se pour¬
suivent depuis 1984 ont coûté la vie à 37.000 personnes, selon les chiffres
officiels.

Le DTP est menacé d'interdiction pour collusion avec les rebelles. Mais pour
Ahmet il serait erroné de bannir ce parti car c'est une "soupape de sécurité"
entre l'Etat turc et le PKK, bien qu'il soit loin de représenter l'ensemble des
Kurdes (5% des voix aux législatives).

Refusant de se démarquer du PKK, plusieurs dirigeants du parti sont actuel¬
lement en prison ou sont jugés.

"Il faut construire un certain mécanisme de dialogue avec le PKK" soutient
Necdet Atalay, chef provincial du DTP qui assure que même si des centaines
de militants sont tués par l'armée en Irak, le PKK continuera à exister.

Pour d'autres, l'incursion turque ne rappelle que d'amers souvenirs.

Takiyeddin, le fils de Halim Tanrikulu, a été abattu en 1994 à l'âge de 22 ans
lors de heurts avec le PKK.

"Malgré tout, je veux la paix", dit cet homme de 65 ans.

mTu j H Mecredi 27 février 2008 La photo du jour
- 19 soldats turcs
ont été tués ainsi
que 153 membres
du Pkk depuis
jeudi dernier De
fortes chutes de neige ont
«partiellement» empêché
mardi la poursuite de
l'opération de l'armée
turque dans le nord de
l'Irak, a annoncé l'état-
major, en faisant état de
deux soldats tués la veille
au soir dans des combats
avec les rebelles kurdes.
19 soldats turcs ont
trouvé la mort depuis le
début de l'opération ainsi
qu'environ 153 combat¬

tants du Pkk.

94



Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Çapê-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ôzeti

LaTribun 27 février 2008

Ankara refuse tout calendrier de retrait de
ses troupes dTIrak

Par Ahmed Rasheed et Moham¬
med Abbas BAGDAD (Reuters) -

La Turquie ne fixera aucun calen¬
drier pour le retrait de ses trou¬

pes du nord de l'Irak avant d'en avoir
fini avec la menace que font planer les
rebelles kurdes du PKK, fait savoir un
émissaire d'Ankara à Bagdad.
"Notre objectif est clair, notre mission
est claire et il n'y aura pas de calen¬
drier avant (...) que ces bases terro¬
ristes soient éliminées", a dit Ahmet
Davotoglu, principal conseiller du
Premier ministre turc Tayyip Erdogan
pour la politique étrangère, après un
entretien avec le chef de la diplomatie
irakienne, Hochiar Zebari, qui est
kurde.
Il devait également rencontrer le
président Jalal Talabani, un Kurde lui
aussi.
L'état-major militaire turc a annoncé
que 77 autres rebelles kurdes du PKK
et cinq soldats turcs avaient trouvé la
mort au cours d'intenses combats
depuis mardi soir. Cela porte à 230 le
nombre de rebelles tués et à 24 celui
des soldats turcs qui ont trouvé la
mort depuis le début de l'offensive,
jeudi dernier.
Plusieurs milliers de soldats turcs ont
franchi la frontière avec l'Irak pour
s'attaquer aux combattants du PKK
qui ont installé leurs bases dans les
montagnes du nord de l'Irak.
Le Premier ministre irakien par intérim

a estimé qu'une incursion
prolongée de l'armée turque
aurait des conséquences "ter¬
ribles" pour la région.
"SITUATION PRÉCAIRE ET
TRÈS DANGEREUSE"

"Les conséquences sont terri¬
bles. C'est une situation pré¬
caire et très dangereuse", a
déclaré Barham Saleh, un
Kurde, à Reuters qui lui de¬
mandait ce qui se passerait si
l'offensive en cours ne prenait
pas fin rapidement.
Mardi, l'Irak a durci le ton,
qualifiant l'incursion turque de viola¬
tion de sa souveraineté et appelant à

un retrait immédiat des forces tur¬
ques.

Ankara se dit engagé dans un combat
légitime contre ce qu'elle considère, à
l'instar des Etats-Unis, comme une
organisation terroriste.
Le secrétaire américain à la Défense
Robert Gates, qui rencontrera des
responsables turcs jeudi à Ankara, a
jugé "très important que les Turcs
veillent à ce que cette opération soit
aussi brève que possible".
Il a estimé par ailleurs que la Turquie
ne devait pas se limiter à l'action
militaire vis-à-vis des séparatistes du
Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan
(PKK), mais prendre aussi des initiati¬
ves d'ordre économique et social.
"Il est très important que les Turcs

veillent à ce que cette opération soit
aussi brève que possible et qu'ils s'en
aillent ensuite, en se montrant atten¬
tifs à la souveraineté irakienne", a
déclaré Gates à des journalistes à New
Delhi.
"Je veux parler de jours, d'une ou
deux semaines à peu près, pas de
mois", a-t-il ajouté.
L'état-major de l'armée turque a pu¬
blié mercredi des photos de ses sol¬
dats dans le nord de l'Irak, où on les
voit assis ou marchant dans la neige,
ou encore en mission de reconnais¬
sance. Des avions de guerre, des
hélicoptères de combat et l'artillerie
appuient les forces terrestres.
Ankara impute au PKK le décès de
près de 40.000 personnes depuis le
début de sa lutte pour l'autonomie du
sud-est de la Turquie, majoritairement
kurde, en 1984.

La présidence irakienne rejette la loi sur
les élections provinciales

BAGDAD AFP / 27 février 2008
- LE CONSEIL présidentiel irakien a rejeté mercredi une loi prévoyant l'orga¬
nisation d'élections provinciales jugées cruciales pour la stabilisation du pays,
la renvoyant devant le Parlement, a annoncé le bureau du président dans un
communiqué.

Le conseil a entériné deux lois concernant le budget fédéral 2008 et une amnis¬
tie générale mais "la loi sur les élections provinciales n'a pas été approuvée,
et a été renvoyée devant le Parlement", déclare le communiqué.

Ces trois lois étaient considérées comme cruciales, en particulier par Was¬
hington, pour les efforts de réconciliation en Irak et la stabilisation du pays
mais leur adoption avait été retardée pendant des mois en raison des divisions
au sein du Parlement.

La loi régissant le scrutin était soutenue par la majorité chiite, la loi sur le
budget par les Kurdes et celle sur l'amnistie par les sunnites.

La Maison Blanche a minimisé ce rejet, y voyant une expression démocrati¬
que, bien que l'administration Bush ait beaucoup insisté sur l'importance de ce
texte.

"S'il est vrai que nous aurions aimé la voir (la loi) passer sans complication,
ceci est la manifestation de la démocratie en action", a dit la porte-parole de la
Maison Blanche Dana Perino. "Nous pensons que les Irakiens seront capables
de trouver une solution", a-t-elle dit.

Selon Nasir al-Ani, le porte-parole du conseil présidentiel, qui compte trois
membres, la loi électorale a été rejetée car certaines de ses clauses sont
contraires à la Constitution.

Celle-ci doit augmenter le pouvoir des provinces en leur permettant de lancer
leurs propres projets économiques, avec le financement du gouvernement
central.

L'Irak est divisé en 19 circonscriptions, ce qui correspond au découpage du
pays en provinces sauf pour la capitale Bagdad, qui compte deux circonscrip¬
tions.

Ces élections étaient prévues initialement le 1er octobre sous supervision de
l'ONU.
Elles doivent permettre à la communauté sunnite de peser plus dans le pro¬
cessus politique après avoir boycotté les précédentes élections provinciales.
Elles pourraient également permettre au mouvement de Moqtada Sadr, le plus
populaire au sein de la communauté chiite, d'avoir une chance de contrôler
des organes politiques comme les conseils provinciaux, dont il affirme qu'ils
sont indûment monopolisés par une autre formation chiite alliée au gouverne¬
ment.

Ce contrôle s'avère crucial dans les provinces du sud, très riches en pétrole.
Les précédentes élections en janvier 2005 avaient désigné des conseils pro¬

vinciaux provisoires.
Le scrutin doit désigner un conseil dans chaque province qui lui même élira un
exécutif ayant des pouvoirs étendus dans le cadre des efforts de décentralisa¬
tion entamés en Irak.

Les Irakiens sont devenus de plus en plus critiques de leur gouvernement et de
leurs institutions politiques, accusés régulièrement de népotisme et de privilé¬
gier les affiliations politiques plutôt que les compétences.
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Ankara refuse tout calendrier de retrait de
ses troupes dTIrak

Par Ahmed Rasheed et Moham¬
med Abbas BAGDAD (Reuters) -

La Turquie ne fixera aucun calen¬
drier pour le retrait de ses trou¬

pes du nord de l'Irak avant d'en avoir
fini avec la menace que font planer les
rebelles kurdes du PKK, fait savoir un
émissaire d'Ankara à Bagdad.
"Notre objectif est clair, notre mission
est claire et il n'y aura pas de calen¬
drier avant (...) que ces bases terro¬
ristes soient éliminées", a dit Ahmet
Davotoglu, principal conseiller du
Premier ministre turc Tayyip Erdogan
pour la politique étrangère, après un
entretien avec le chef de la diplomatie
irakienne, Hochiar Zebari, qui est
kurde.
Il devait également rencontrer le
président Jalal Talabani, un Kurde lui
aussi.
L'état-major militaire turc a annoncé
que 77 autres rebelles kurdes du PKK
et cinq soldats turcs avaient trouvé la
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depuis mardi soir. Cela porte à 230 le
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des soldats turcs qui ont trouvé la
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et a été renvoyée devant le Parlement", déclare le communiqué.

Ces trois lois étaient considérées comme cruciales, en particulier par Was¬
hington, pour les efforts de réconciliation en Irak et la stabilisation du pays
mais leur adoption avait été retardée pendant des mois en raison des divisions
au sein du Parlement.

La loi régissant le scrutin était soutenue par la majorité chiite, la loi sur le
budget par les Kurdes et celle sur l'amnistie par les sunnites.

La Maison Blanche a minimisé ce rejet, y voyant une expression démocrati¬
que, bien que l'administration Bush ait beaucoup insisté sur l'importance de ce
texte.

"S'il est vrai que nous aurions aimé la voir (la loi) passer sans complication,
ceci est la manifestation de la démocratie en action", a dit la porte-parole de la
Maison Blanche Dana Perino. "Nous pensons que les Irakiens seront capables
de trouver une solution", a-t-elle dit.

Selon Nasir al-Ani, le porte-parole du conseil présidentiel, qui compte trois
membres, la loi électorale a été rejetée car certaines de ses clauses sont
contraires à la Constitution.

Celle-ci doit augmenter le pouvoir des provinces en leur permettant de lancer
leurs propres projets économiques, avec le financement du gouvernement
central.

L'Irak est divisé en 19 circonscriptions, ce qui correspond au découpage du
pays en provinces sauf pour la capitale Bagdad, qui compte deux circonscrip¬
tions.

Ces élections étaient prévues initialement le 1er octobre sous supervision de
l'ONU.
Elles doivent permettre à la communauté sunnite de peser plus dans le pro¬
cessus politique après avoir boycotté les précédentes élections provinciales.
Elles pourraient également permettre au mouvement de Moqtada Sadr, le plus
populaire au sein de la communauté chiite, d'avoir une chance de contrôler
des organes politiques comme les conseils provinciaux, dont il affirme qu'ils
sont indûment monopolisés par une autre formation chiite alliée au gouverne¬
ment.

Ce contrôle s'avère crucial dans les provinces du sud, très riches en pétrole.
Les précédentes élections en janvier 2005 avaient désigné des conseils pro¬

vinciaux provisoires.
Le scrutin doit désigner un conseil dans chaque province qui lui même élira un
exécutif ayant des pouvoirs étendus dans le cadre des efforts de décentralisa¬
tion entamés en Irak.

Les Irakiens sont devenus de plus en plus critiques de leur gouvernement et de
leurs institutions politiques, accusés régulièrement de népotisme et de privilé¬
gier les affiliations politiques plutôt que les compétences.
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Une chanteuse contre la guerre
Il a fallu que la chanteuse de variétés transsexuelle Bulent Ersoy s'oppose publiquement à

l'opération militaire turque en Irak, lors d'une émission télévisée très regardée, pour que d'au¬
tres femmes, journalistes, romancières ou artistes, dénoncent à leur tour la guerre.

Pierre Vanrie
LA célèbre chanteuse transsexuelle

turque Bulent Ersoy vient de créer la
polémique sur la chaîne Star TV, lors
d'une émission de variétés, sorte de Star
Academy à la turque, en dénonçant le
martyre, jugé inutile, des jeunes soldats
turcs qui se font tuer dans les combats qui
opposent actuellement l'armée turque au
Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK)
dans le nord de l'Irak.
Brisant le tabou du sacrifice pour la patrie
selon lequel "les martyrs sont immortels
et la nation indivisible", Bulent Ersoy fait
désormais l'objet de poursuites judiciaires
pour avoir "porté atteinte au prestige de
l'armée". Confirmant au quotidien Vatan
qu'elle a bien dit de façon indirecte que si
elle avait un enfant elle ne l'aurait pas
laissé partir au front, Bulent Ersoy a as¬
sumé en direct ses propos en expliquant
qu'elle avait "exprimé ce que les autres
n'osaient pas dire tout haut" et qu'elle se
sentait "soutenue" par de nombreuses
mères de soldats morts au combat.
"A l'inverse de la Russie et des Etats-Unis,
les mères de soldats en Turquie ne peu¬
vent pas manifester contre la guerre",

écrit le journaliste de télévision Fuat Ugu.
"Dans ces conditions, la sortie spectacu¬
laire de Bulent Ersoy relève d'un courage
confinant à la folie." Bulent Ersoy pourrait
ainsi avoir lancé un mouvement anti¬
guerre féministe.
La romancière Perihan Magden, éditoria¬
liste du quotidien Radikal, qui milite en

faveur de l'objection de conscience (et qui
reprochait pourtant à Bulent Ersoy son
opposition virulente au slogan Nous som¬
mes tous des Arméniens affiché lors des
obsèques du journaliste turco-arménien
Hrant Dink le 19 janvier 2007), a cepen¬
dant pris fait et cause pour la chanteuse
en rendant hommage à la justesse de ses
propos et en rappelant que "jusqu'à au¬
jourd'hui, jamais aucun, mais alors abso¬
lument aucun, fils d'une personnalité
puissante ou influente n'était mort tué au
front".
Le quotidien Taraf publie par ailleurs en
première page un poème antimilitariste de
la grande chanteuse turque Sezen Aksu
accompagné notamment d'un editorial de
Yasemin Congar, qui écrit : "Au moment
où notre classe politique et nos médias
ont succombé à la rhétorique guerrière,
Bulent Ersoy a eu le mérite de faire en¬
tendre une voix différente. Elle a dit ce qui
devait être dit. C'est à elle, qui n'a pas eu
peur de dénoncer la culture du slogan,
qu'est ainsi revenu le devoir de compren¬
dre et de traduire la détresse d'une mère
qui enterre son enfant."

tu
27fevrier 2008

Opération militaire et diplomatique pour Ankara
Avec notre correspondant à Istanbul. Jérôme Bastion

L'armée turque poursuit sa lutte contre les
rebelles kurdes du PKK dans le nord de l'Irak.

Plus d'une centaine de personnes sont déjà mor¬
tes dans les combats commencés jeudi dernier,
parmi lesquels figurent « 77 rebelles kurdes et 5
soldats turcs, tués depuis mardi soir » selon
l'état-major de l'armée turque. Le secrétaire
d'Etat américain à la défense, Robert Gates, doit
se rendre ce jeudi en Turquie. Il va demander
aux dirigeants turques de cesser rapidement
l'opération militaire. Les Etats-Unis craignent
que ces combats nuisent à la situation déjà diffi¬
cile en Irak. Bagdad a condamné l'incursion comme
une « violation de la souveraineté de l'Irak ».
Comme l'entente turco-irakienne conclue cet automne sur le
cadre d'une telle opération militaire semble mise à mal, Ankara a
décidé d'envoyer aujourd'hui même à Bagdad une mission di¬
plomatique de haut rang pour tenter de rassurer le gouverne¬
ment irakien sur au moins 3 points.
D'abord, l'intervention militaire ne vise aucunement l'intégrité
territoriale et politique de l'Irak, comme le rappelle régulière¬
ment Erdogan et ses ministres ; elle n'entend pas, par exemple,
interférer dans les affaires de l'administration kurde locale.
Ensuite, elle ne vise pas les civils et les dégâts seront dédom

magés promet Ankara. On sait par exemple que de nombreux
ponts ont été détruits. Ils seront soit réparés, soit reconstruits.
Enfin, les soldats se retireront dès que leur travail sera terminé.
Il n'est pas question par exemple, comme le réclame avec viru¬
lence l'opposition, d'établir une zone tampon sur le sol irakien.
Et d'ailleurs, le Parlement local kurde a réclamé hier la fermeture
des quatre bases que la Turquie entretient depuis sa dernière
intervention (c'était en 1997).
Reste à savoir quand justement l'armée turque estimera avoir
atteint son objectif. Pour l'instant, elle semble piétiner et plus
elle tardera à se retirer, plus les critiques se feront entendre.
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qu'elle a bien dit de façon indirecte que si
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"A l'inverse de la Russie et des Etats-Unis,
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ainsi avoir lancé un mouvement anti¬
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mes tous des Arméniens affiché lors des
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dant pris fait et cause pour la chanteuse
en rendant hommage à la justesse de ses
propos et en rappelant que "jusqu'à au¬
jourd'hui, jamais aucun, mais alors abso¬
lument aucun, fils d'une personnalité
puissante ou influente n'était mort tué au
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Le quotidien Taraf publie par ailleurs en
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qu'est ainsi revenu le devoir de compren¬
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L'armée turque poursuit sa lutte contre les
rebelles kurdes du PKK dans le nord de l'Irak.

Plus d'une centaine de personnes sont déjà mor¬
tes dans les combats commencés jeudi dernier,
parmi lesquels figurent « 77 rebelles kurdes et 5
soldats turcs, tués depuis mardi soir » selon
l'état-major de l'armée turque. Le secrétaire
d'Etat américain à la défense, Robert Gates, doit
se rendre ce jeudi en Turquie. Il va demander
aux dirigeants turques de cesser rapidement
l'opération militaire. Les Etats-Unis craignent
que ces combats nuisent à la situation déjà diffi¬
cile en Irak. Bagdad a condamné l'incursion comme
une « violation de la souveraineté de l'Irak ».
Comme l'entente turco-irakienne conclue cet automne sur le
cadre d'une telle opération militaire semble mise à mal, Ankara a
décidé d'envoyer aujourd'hui même à Bagdad une mission di¬
plomatique de haut rang pour tenter de rassurer le gouverne¬
ment irakien sur au moins 3 points.
D'abord, l'intervention militaire ne vise aucunement l'intégrité
territoriale et politique de l'Irak, comme le rappelle régulière¬
ment Erdogan et ses ministres ; elle n'entend pas, par exemple,
interférer dans les affaires de l'administration kurde locale.
Ensuite, elle ne vise pas les civils et les dégâts seront dédom

magés promet Ankara. On sait par exemple que de nombreux
ponts ont été détruits. Ils seront soit réparés, soit reconstruits.
Enfin, les soldats se retireront dès que leur travail sera terminé.
Il n'est pas question par exemple, comme le réclame avec viru¬
lence l'opposition, d'établir une zone tampon sur le sol irakien.
Et d'ailleurs, le Parlement local kurde a réclamé hier la fermeture
des quatre bases que la Turquie entretient depuis sa dernière
intervention (c'était en 1997).
Reste à savoir quand justement l'armée turque estimera avoir
atteint son objectif. Pour l'instant, elle semble piétiner et plus
elle tardera à se retirer, plus les critiques se feront entendre.
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Le ton monte entre Ankara et Bagdad

Amadiya -AFP - Le premier

ministre turc, Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, a estimé hier que la

Turquie exerçait son droit à «l'autodé¬

fense» en combattant les rebelles

kurdes dans le nord de l'Irak, alors que

Bagdad a condamné l'incursion

comme une «violation de la souverai¬

neté de l'Irak».

L'opération transfrontalière menée par

la Turquie est le résultat de son droit

légitime à l'autodéfense», a affirmé M.

Erdogan devant le groupe parlemen¬

taire de son parti.

«La Turquie mène un combat juste

contre une organisation terroriste qui
menace la paix et la stabilité régiona¬

les [...] La Turquie a le droit de se

défendre elle-même, d'éliminer ceux

qui portent atteinte à la paix, à l'unité
et à la solidarité de ses citoyens», a-t-il

ajouté.

M. Erdogan a fait valoir que la pré¬

sence des rebelles du Parti des travail¬

leurs du Kurdistan (PKK), cible de
l'offensive menée depuis jeudi soir par
l'armée turque, était aussi «un élément
d'instabilité politique pour l'Irak».

Le gouvernement irakien n'en a pas
moins condamné hier l'incursion
turque.

«Lors d'une réunion aujourd'hui, le

cabinet a fait part de son rejet et de sa

condamnation de l'incursion de l'ar¬

mée turque, qui est considérée
comme une violation de la souveraine¬

té de l'Irak», a indiqué le gouverne-

Les Kurdes du nord de l'Irak veulent lafermeture des bases turques
blessés légers, dont quatre policiers,

selon Anatolie.

Ankara estime à 4000 le nombre de

ment dans un communiqué diffusé par
son porte-parole Ali al-Dabbagh.

Les États-Unis, qui fournissent depuis

plusieurs mois des renseignements en

temps réel sur les déplacements des
rebelles et dont le secrétaire à la

Défense, Robert Gates, doit se rendre

aujourd'hui à Ankara, ont appelé lundi

à un retrait rapide des troupes turques.

La Turquie a indiqué qu'elle retirerait

ses troupes aussitôt leur mission

achevée mais n'a pas donné
d'échéance.

Sur le terrain, de fortes chutes de

neige ont «partiellement» empêché
hier la poursuite de l'opération, a

annoncé dans un communiqué l'état-

major turc, précisant que l'aviation et

l'artillerie avaient pu poursuivre leurs

bombardements.

Le principal parti prokurde de Turquie,

le Parti pour une société démocratique

(DTP), a appelé hier à un arrêt des

combats.

«L'histoire punira les fauteurs de

guerres, ceux qui se nourrissent de

sang et qui font de la politique sur le

sang versé», a affirmé devant les

députés du DTP le président de leur

groupe parlementaire, Ahmet Turk,

cité par l'agence de presse Anatolie.

À Van, une ville de l'est de la Turquie
à la population en majorité kurde, neuf

personnes ont été arrêtées après des

heurts entre manifestants antiincursion
et forces de police qui ont fait 12

rebelles retranchés dans le nord de

l'Irak. Le conflit kurde en Turquie a fait
plus de 37 000 morts depuis le début

en 1984 de l'insurrection du PKK.

Par ailleurs, des Kurdes irakiens, dont

les députés du Parlement régional du

Kurdistan, ont réclamé hier la ferme¬

ture des quatre bases turques présen¬

tes depuis plus d'une décennie dans le

nord de l'Irak, où les troupes turques
mènent une offensive contre des
rebelles turcs.

Dans les années 1990, des chefs
militaires kurdes avaient invité l'armée
turque à établir des bases au Kurdis¬

tan irakien, alors que faisaient rage les

combats entre factions kurdes rivales.

Nechirvan Barzani, le premier ministre

du gouvernement régional kurde, a

déclaré dimanche qu'un accord per¬

mettant à la Turquie d'avoir quatre
bases militaires dans la région kurde

était en vigueur depuis 1997.

Mais hier, le Parlement régional du

Kurdistan a adopté une résolution
demandant au gouvernement régional
d'exhorter la Turquie à les fermer.

«Nous exigeons que le gouvernement
turc quitte les bases qui avaient été

établies au Kurdistan en raison des

circonstances exceptionnelles que la

région traversait avant la chute du

régime» de Saddam Hussein, indique

le texte de la résolution.

cybarpTfssse.ca mercredi 27 fév 2008

Des Kurdes irakiens prêts à prendre
les armes contre l'armée turque

A la frontière avec la Turquie, de jeunes Kurdes irakiens se disent prêts coûte que coûte à prendre les
armes pour défendre leur village contre l'armée turque, affirmant leur solidarité avec les rebelles du PKK,
qui, comme tout le monde, ont le «droit de vivre en paix».
Kamal Taha - Oimary. Irak - Agence France-Presse

La menace turque s'approche dange¬
reusement. Ils viennent avec leurs

canons, leurs armes et leurs avions», dit
Juthiar Khalil, 25 ans, un habitant de
Qimary, un village situé à la frontière avec
la Turquie, qui mène depuis une semaine
l'offensive contre les combattants du Parti
des travailleurs du Kurdistan en lutte
contre Ankara, retranchés dans le Kurdis¬
tan irakien.
Réunis "autour d'un poêle dans un petit

commerce d'alimentation du village, Ju¬
thiar Khalil et neuf de ses amis le jurent:
ils défendront leur maison si les soldats
turcs les attaquent.

«Nous sommes prêts à défendre nos
villages. Nous n'avons que des armes
légères et ne pourrons affronter les chars,
canons et avions turcs que si le gouver¬
nement kurde nous aide avec des armes
lourdes. Mais nous nous défendrons»,
assure-t-il. Ankara vient d'intensifier ses
opérations, affirmant que 77 combattants
du PKK avaient été tués depuis mardi soir
et évoquant «les plus lourds combats»
depuis le début de l'offensive jeudi der¬
nier.

Juthiar Khalil défend le combat des rebel¬
les du PKK, qui revendiquent l'autonomie
du sud-est de la Turquie. Ils «ont le droit
de vivre en paix», juge-t-il. «Ce sont

également des Kurdes, en lutte contre
l'ennemi et ils ont le droit de vivre en
paix, comme tout le monde».
Le jeune homme montre la montagne qui

s'élève derrière lui et explique que jusqu'à
1991 et la guerre du Golfe, c'était là
qu'était situé son village, à quelques en¬
cablures des villages turcs situés de l'au¬
tre côté de la frontière. Puis les habitants
ont reconstruit Qimary près de la ville de
Zakho, plus loin de la frontière.
En temps normal, durant l'hiver, les villa¬

ges de cette région montagneuse tournent
au ralenti, emprisonnés sous un manteau
de neige. Les routes menant aux villes
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LE DEVOIR 27 février 2008

Le ton monte entre Ankara et Bagdad
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sont impraticables et les jeunes gens
passent leur temps à couper le bois ra¬
massé durant l'été pour faire du feu.

«Nous ne soutenons pas le PKK mais
nous soutenons leurs droits. Si nous com¬
battons la Turquie, ce sera uniquement
pour défendre notre terre», tempère pour
sa part Ahmed Aouni, 19 ans. «Nous
espérons que la situation n'empirera pas.
Mais nous craignons que les forces tur¬
ques n'attaquent nos villages. Nous serons
alors contraints de nous défendre et de
défendre nos villages».

A Erbil, où siègent le gouvernement et le

Parlement du Kurdistan irakien, les habi¬
tants expriment leur lassitude par rapport
à un conflit qui dure depuis 30 ans.

«Tout ce dont nous rêvons c'est de vivre
en paix. On en a assez de ces tirs, de ces
explosions, de ces combats quotidiens»,
se lamente Hamma Saleh, 73 ans.
«Qu'avons nous à gagner de cette guerre?
Elle ne mènera qu'à la mort et à la
destruction», poursuit Hamma, expliquant
que la région subit déjà des restrictions.
«Ces jours-ci, on n'a de l'électricité que
deux heures par jour. On paye le prix de
ces combats tous les jours».

Dans cette ville d'un million d'habitants,
l'anxiété se lit sur tous les visages même
si on aperçoit femmes et enfants dans les
rues. «Les Turcs n'en n'ont pas simple¬
ment marre du PKK mais de tout ce qui a
trait aux Kurdes. Il y a une haine histori¬
que entre les Turcs et les Kurdes», déclare
un vieil homme devant un petit commerce
d'Erbil.
«Je suis déjà allé en Turquie et j'y ai vu

les villages kurdes. Ils sont sales et négli¬
gés alors que les autres villages sont pro¬
pres et développés. Ils nous détestent
simplement parce qu'on est Kurdes».

21
28 février 2008 Etats-Unis / Turquie / Irak

Gates exige un retrait rapide de l'armée turque
Avec notre correspondant à Istanbul, Jérôme Bastion

LE SECRÉTAIRE américain à la Défense Robert Gates a

demandé, jeudi, à la Turquie, lors d'une visite à Ankara, un
retrait rapide de l'armée turque du nord de l'Irak. Mais An-

Le secrétaire américain à la Défense, Robert Gates (à gauche), en

compagnie du Premier ministre turc, Tayyip Erdogan (à droite), à

Ankara le 28 février 2008. (Photo: Reuters)

kara a refusé de fixer un calendrier précis.
Le secrétaire américain à la Défense vient rappeler du bout
des lèvres que « la campagne militaire turque en Irak du nord
doit être la plus courte possible ». « Quelques semaines tout
au plus, mais pas des mois », a-t-il déclaré hier.
Mais probablement vient-il aussi et surtout vérifier ce dont
l'armée turque a besoin pour « mènera terme son opération de
nettoyage ».

En effet, plus la Turquie peine à conclure cette intervention,
dont les Etats-Unis sont partie prenante - parce qu'acteur de la
situation en Irak en général, mais aussi partenaire de la lutte
contre le PKK, la rébellion kurde - plus les forces américaines
en Irak se retrouvent impliquées dans sa réussite. Ce qui peut
expliquer d'ailleurs que l'on ai vu beaucoup d'hélicoptères et de
véhicules de l'armée américaine venir ces derniers jours jus¬
qu'à la frontière turque, ce qui n'était pas leur habitude.
Reste qu'Ankara insiste sur un point : « Nos soldats se retire¬
ront quand ils auront mené à bien leur mission », ce qui veut
dire qu'il n'y a aucun calendrier fixe. Sous-entendu, il ne tient
qu'aux Irakiens, Kurdes notamment, mais aussi aux Améri¬
cains de plus et mieux collaborer et de faire que cette incur¬
sion se termine au plus vite.

28 février 2008

Kurdistan: les etats-unis
craignent l'enlisement turc

^p^3**""

L'incursion turque dans le
nord de l'Irak pour déloger
des rebelles kurdes com¬
mence à indisposer Washing¬
ton. Le secrétaire américain à
la Défense appelle à ce que
cette opération soit aussi
courte et ciblée que possible.
'INCURSION turque dans le nord de l'Irak
"doit être courte", "en termes de jours
mais pas en mois" et "la plus ciblée possi¬
ble", a insisté le secrétaire américain à la
Défense.
Son homologue turc Vecdi Gonul a réitéré
l'assurance de son gouvernement que les
forces turques se retireraient d'Irak une
fois accomplie leur mission au Kurdistan.
"Nous n'avons aucune intention de res¬
ter", a-t-il précisé.

Mais la Turquie n'a donné aucune indica¬
tion claire sur le calendrier de ses opéra¬
tions militaires contre les rebelles kurdes
du PKK dans le nord de l'Irak. Le PKK
utilise cette zone montagneuse comme
base arrière pour des attaques contre des
cibles civiles et militaires en Turquie.
La crainte de l'enlisement
"Il doit être clair que l'action militaire

seule ne mettra pas fin à cette menace
terroriste", a ajouté Robert Gates, esti¬
mant qu'Ankara devait également prendre
des mesures politiques et économiques
pour isoler les rebelles du PKK et aider
l'importante minorité kurde de Turquie.
Les Etats-Unis, qui fournissent depuis
plusieurs mois des renseignements en
temps réel sur les déplacements des re¬
belles dans le nord de l'Irak, s'inquiètent
de l'éventualité d'un conflit entre leurs
deux alliés régionaux, les Turcs et les

Kurdes d'Irak, en cas d'enlisement de
l'opération turque.
Interrogé sur ce point, Gates a souligné
qu'il ne serait pas de l'intérêt des liens
américano-turcs de menacer Ankara d'ar¬
rêter de fournir des renseignements pour
le forcer à un retrait du nord de l'Irak.
Le chef du Pentagone devait encore s'en¬
tretenir avec le président Abdullah Gùl, le
Premier ministre Recep Tayyip Erdogan et
le chef d'état-major turc, le général Yasar
Buyukanit.
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LEXPRESS 29 février 2008

Bagdad approuve l'exécution d'Ali "le Chimique"
Le Conseil présidentiel irakien a approuvé l'exécution du bras droit et cousin de Saddam Hussein. "Ali le
Chimique" avait été condamné à mort pour le massacre de Kurdes dans les années 1980. La date de son

exécution n'a pas encore été arrêtée.
LE CONSEIL présidentiel irakien a approu¬
vé l'exécution du bras droit de Saddam
Hussein, Ali Hassan al-Majid, dit "Ali le
Chimique", condamné à mort pour le
massacre de Kurdes, a indiqué vendredi
un responsable irakien.
"Le Conseil présidentiel a approuvé l'exé¬
cution d'Ali le Chimique", a déclaré à l'AFP
ce responsable sous le couvert de l'ano¬
nymat, ajoutant que la date de l'exécution
n'avait pas encore été arrêtée.
Le Conseil présidentiel irakien est formé
du président de la République Jalal Tala¬
bani (Kurde), du vice-président Tarek al-
Hachémi (sunnite) et du vice-président
Adel Abdel Mahdi (chiite), dont l'accord
est nécessaire pour la mise en application
de l'ordre d'exécution.
Cousin de Saddam Hussein, Ali Hassan al-
Majid, 66 ans, dont le surnom vient de sa
prédilection pour les armes chimiques,
était l'un des plus proches collaborateurs
de l'ex-dictateur lui-même exécuté en
décembre 2006.
Al-Majid, ainsi que l'ancien directeur-
adjoint des opérations militaires, Hussein
Rachid al-Tikriti, et l'ex-ministre de la
Défense Sultan Hachem al-Taï, ont été
condamnés à mort en juin 2007 par la

justice irakienne pour leur responsabilité
dans la répression de la rébellion kurde, la
campagne Anfal de 1987-1988, qui avait
fait près de 180 000 morts.
Exécution repoussée Selon la loi ira¬
kienne, les trois condamnés auraient dû
être pendus 30 jours après la confirmation
du verdict le 4 septembre dernier, soit le 4
octobre.
Mais leur exécution a été repoussée à

plusieurs reprises, malgré la volonté du
Premier ministre irakien, le chiite Nouri al-
Maliki, Talabani et Hachémi refusant alors
d'approuver l'ordre d'exécution.
En décembre, Maliki avait dit attendre
toujours une réponse du président améri¬
cain George W. Bush à qui il avait deman¬
dé qu'"Ali le chimique" et les deux autres
dignitaires du régime de Saddam Hussein
soient remis aux autorités irakiennes pour
être exécutés.
Mais les Etats-Unis avaient dit exiger au
préalable des clarifications sur la légalité
du processus et un consensus politique
entre les membres du gouvernement sur
l'exécution.
"Une fois que le gouvernement sera par¬
venu à un consensus sur ce qu'il veut faire

des détenus, nous agirons. Pour le mo¬
ment, le gouvernement irakien n'est pas
parvenu à ce consensus", avait dit en
décembre le secrétaire d'Etat adjoint amé¬
ricain, John Negroponte.
Talabani se dit opposé au principe de la
peine de mort. Dans le cas de Saddam
Hussein, il n'avait cependant soulevé
aucune objection. Hachémi avait dit crain¬
dre que l'exécution de Sultan Hachem al-
Taï ne sabote les efforts de réconciliation
et aggrave le ressentiment des sunnites. Il
avait indiqué que Taï n'avait fait qu'obéir
aux ordres de Saddam Hussein.
De nombreuses voix se sont élevées au
Kurdistan pour exiger la pendaison des
trois condamnés.

OFFENSIVE TURQUE: GATES PENSE QUE LES TURCS
ONT SAISI LE MESSAGE AMÉRICAIN

28 février 2008 (AFP) -

A BORD D'UN AVION DE L'US AIR FORCE, - Le chef du
Pentagone Robert Gates a indiqué jeudi au terme d'une visite
à Ankara que les dirigeants turcs avaient compris le message
américain qu'il fallait rapidement conclure leur offensive contre
les rebelles kurdes dans le nord de l'Irak.
"Dans les réunions que j'ai eues, la question d'une date (de
retrait) n'a pas été spécifiquement évoquée. Je crois qu'ils ont
quand même compris notre message", a-t-il dit aux journalis¬
tes dans l'avion le ramenant à Washington.
M. Gates, à qui l'on demandait comment il en était convaincu,
a dit en souriant: "parce qu'ils l'ont entendu quatre fois",
c'est-à-dire au cours de quatre séries d'entretiens avec les
dirigeants turcs, dont le chef de l'Etat Abdullah Gùl et le Pre¬
mier ministre Recep Tayyip Erdogan.
M. Gates les a exhortés à un retrait rapide des unités turques qui
traquent depuis une semaine les rebelles kurdes du Parti des
travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK) dans la montagne irakienne.
"Ils ont clairement exprimé qu'il était dans leur intérêt de mettre
un terme à cette opération rapidement. Mais en même temps ils
veulent atteindre les objectifs qu'ils se sont fixés", a précisé pour
sa part Geoff Morrell, le porte-parole du Pentagone.
Au cours des entretiens qu'a eus jeudi M. Gates à Ankara, ses
interlocuteurs ont refusé de fixer une échéance pour un retrait.
Les Etats-Unis, qui fournissent depuis plusieurs mois des rensei¬
gnements en temps réel sur les déplacements des rebelles dans
le nord de l'Irak, s'inquiètent de l'éventualité d'un conflit entre
leurs deux alliés régionaux, les Turcs et les Kurdes d'Irak, en cas

d'enlisement de l'opération turque.
Le secrétaire américain à la Défense a aussi précisé qu'il avait
souligné aux Turcs la nécessité d'approfondir leur dialogue avec
les Irakiens et d'être plus transparents sur l'ampleur de l'incur¬
sion.

Il a aussi souligné que l'action militaire seule ne résoudrait pas
le problème du terrorisme pour la Turquie.
Ankara estime à 4.000 le nombre de rebelles retranchés dans le
nord de l'Irak.
Le conflit kurde en Turquie a fait plus de 37.000 morts depuis le
début de l'insurrection du PKK en 1984, considéré comme une
organisation terroriste par la Turquie, l'Union européenne et les
Etats-Unis.

99

Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Çapê-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ôzeti

LEXPRESS 29 février 2008

Bagdad approuve l'exécution d'Ali "le Chimique"
Le Conseil présidentiel irakien a approuvé l'exécution du bras droit et cousin de Saddam Hussein. "Ali le
Chimique" avait été condamné à mort pour le massacre de Kurdes dans les années 1980. La date de son

exécution n'a pas encore été arrêtée.
LE CONSEIL présidentiel irakien a approu¬
vé l'exécution du bras droit de Saddam
Hussein, Ali Hassan al-Majid, dit "Ali le
Chimique", condamné à mort pour le
massacre de Kurdes, a indiqué vendredi
un responsable irakien.
"Le Conseil présidentiel a approuvé l'exé¬
cution d'Ali le Chimique", a déclaré à l'AFP
ce responsable sous le couvert de l'ano¬
nymat, ajoutant que la date de l'exécution
n'avait pas encore été arrêtée.
Le Conseil présidentiel irakien est formé
du président de la République Jalal Tala¬
bani (Kurde), du vice-président Tarek al-
Hachémi (sunnite) et du vice-président
Adel Abdel Mahdi (chiite), dont l'accord
est nécessaire pour la mise en application
de l'ordre d'exécution.
Cousin de Saddam Hussein, Ali Hassan al-
Majid, 66 ans, dont le surnom vient de sa
prédilection pour les armes chimiques,
était l'un des plus proches collaborateurs
de l'ex-dictateur lui-même exécuté en
décembre 2006.
Al-Majid, ainsi que l'ancien directeur-
adjoint des opérations militaires, Hussein
Rachid al-Tikriti, et l'ex-ministre de la
Défense Sultan Hachem al-Taï, ont été
condamnés à mort en juin 2007 par la

justice irakienne pour leur responsabilité
dans la répression de la rébellion kurde, la
campagne Anfal de 1987-1988, qui avait
fait près de 180 000 morts.
Exécution repoussée Selon la loi ira¬
kienne, les trois condamnés auraient dû
être pendus 30 jours après la confirmation
du verdict le 4 septembre dernier, soit le 4
octobre.
Mais leur exécution a été repoussée à

plusieurs reprises, malgré la volonté du
Premier ministre irakien, le chiite Nouri al-
Maliki, Talabani et Hachémi refusant alors
d'approuver l'ordre d'exécution.
En décembre, Maliki avait dit attendre
toujours une réponse du président améri¬
cain George W. Bush à qui il avait deman¬
dé qu'"Ali le chimique" et les deux autres
dignitaires du régime de Saddam Hussein
soient remis aux autorités irakiennes pour
être exécutés.
Mais les Etats-Unis avaient dit exiger au
préalable des clarifications sur la légalité
du processus et un consensus politique
entre les membres du gouvernement sur
l'exécution.
"Une fois que le gouvernement sera par¬
venu à un consensus sur ce qu'il veut faire

des détenus, nous agirons. Pour le mo¬
ment, le gouvernement irakien n'est pas
parvenu à ce consensus", avait dit en
décembre le secrétaire d'Etat adjoint amé¬
ricain, John Negroponte.
Talabani se dit opposé au principe de la
peine de mort. Dans le cas de Saddam
Hussein, il n'avait cependant soulevé
aucune objection. Hachémi avait dit crain¬
dre que l'exécution de Sultan Hachem al-
Taï ne sabote les efforts de réconciliation
et aggrave le ressentiment des sunnites. Il
avait indiqué que Taï n'avait fait qu'obéir
aux ordres de Saddam Hussein.
De nombreuses voix se sont élevées au
Kurdistan pour exiger la pendaison des
trois condamnés.

OFFENSIVE TURQUE: GATES PENSE QUE LES TURCS
ONT SAISI LE MESSAGE AMÉRICAIN

28 février 2008 (AFP) -

A BORD D'UN AVION DE L'US AIR FORCE, - Le chef du
Pentagone Robert Gates a indiqué jeudi au terme d'une visite
à Ankara que les dirigeants turcs avaient compris le message
américain qu'il fallait rapidement conclure leur offensive contre
les rebelles kurdes dans le nord de l'Irak.
"Dans les réunions que j'ai eues, la question d'une date (de
retrait) n'a pas été spécifiquement évoquée. Je crois qu'ils ont
quand même compris notre message", a-t-il dit aux journalis¬
tes dans l'avion le ramenant à Washington.
M. Gates, à qui l'on demandait comment il en était convaincu,
a dit en souriant: "parce qu'ils l'ont entendu quatre fois",
c'est-à-dire au cours de quatre séries d'entretiens avec les
dirigeants turcs, dont le chef de l'Etat Abdullah Gùl et le Pre¬
mier ministre Recep Tayyip Erdogan.
M. Gates les a exhortés à un retrait rapide des unités turques qui
traquent depuis une semaine les rebelles kurdes du Parti des
travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK) dans la montagne irakienne.
"Ils ont clairement exprimé qu'il était dans leur intérêt de mettre
un terme à cette opération rapidement. Mais en même temps ils
veulent atteindre les objectifs qu'ils se sont fixés", a précisé pour
sa part Geoff Morrell, le porte-parole du Pentagone.
Au cours des entretiens qu'a eus jeudi M. Gates à Ankara, ses
interlocuteurs ont refusé de fixer une échéance pour un retrait.
Les Etats-Unis, qui fournissent depuis plusieurs mois des rensei¬
gnements en temps réel sur les déplacements des rebelles dans
le nord de l'Irak, s'inquiètent de l'éventualité d'un conflit entre
leurs deux alliés régionaux, les Turcs et les Kurdes d'Irak, en cas

d'enlisement de l'opération turque.
Le secrétaire américain à la Défense a aussi précisé qu'il avait
souligné aux Turcs la nécessité d'approfondir leur dialogue avec
les Irakiens et d'être plus transparents sur l'ampleur de l'incur¬
sion.

Il a aussi souligné que l'action militaire seule ne résoudrait pas
le problème du terrorisme pour la Turquie.
Ankara estime à 4.000 le nombre de rebelles retranchés dans le
nord de l'Irak.
Le conflit kurde en Turquie a fait plus de 37.000 morts depuis le
début de l'insurrection du PKK en 1984, considéré comme une
organisation terroriste par la Turquie, l'Union européenne et les
Etats-Unis.

99



Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Çapê-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ôzeti

LA TURQUIE, SOMMEE PAR BUSH DE QUITTER L'IRAK,
REFUSE DE FIXER UN DÉLAI

ANKARA. 28 fév 2008 (AFP)
LA TURQUIE est restée sourde jeudi aux appels du président

américain George W. Bush et de son secrétaire à la Défense à
quitter l'Irak "le plus vite possible", se refusant à fixer un délai
pour mettre un terme à l'offensive contre les rebelles kurdes.
"Le plus vite possible", a répondu M. Bush à la presse qui lui
demandait quand, selon lui, l'armée turque devait se retirer du
nord de l'Irak.
"Les Turcs doivent agir, agir rapidement, atteindre leur objectif
et partir", a-t-il dit au cours d'une conférence de presse à
Washington.
Auparavant, son secrétaire à la Défense, Robert Gates, au cours
d'une brève visite à Ankara, avait lancé un appel analogue, mais
indiqué n'avoir reçu aucun calendrier précis pour un retrait turc.
Il a cependant insisté sur le fait que l'incursion "devait être
brève et la plus ciblée possible".
"La Turquie restera dans le nord de l'Irak le temps qu'il faut", a
rétorqué le ministre turc de la Défense Vecdi Gônùl.
De violents combats opposaient jeudi troupes turques et rebelles
du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK) à Zap, ont indiqué
des sources locales kurdes à l'AFP.

Cette localité en territoire irakien, en face de la petite ville
turque de Cukurca, aux confins du Sud-Est anatolien, est un
camp d'entraînement et une des principales bases d'où le PKK
lance des attaques transfrontalières.
L'artillerie et l'aviation turques ont pilonné les zones de Zap,
Nerva Rekan et Cham Chu, proches de la frontière turque et de
la ville irakienne d'Amadiyah, a-t-on précisé de mêmes sources.
Des tracts exhortant les rebelles à se rendre ont été largués par
les avions turcs sur les zones de combats.
M. Gônùl a cependant assuré son homologue américain que son
pays "n'avait l'intention d'occuper aucune zone" du Kurdistan
irakien.
Le Premier ministre Recep Tayyip Erdogan a également assuré à

M. Gates que "quand les objectifs seraient atteints, les soldats

rentreraient", a rapporté l'agence Anatolie.
Washington, qui fournit depuis plusieurs mois des
renseignements en temps réel à son allié turc de l'Otan sur les
rebelles dans le nord de l'Irak, s'inquiète de l'éventualité d'un
conflit entre ses deux alliés régionaux, les Turcs et les Kurdes
d'Irak, en cas d'enlisement de l'opération turque.
Dans l'avion le ramenant à Washington, le chef du Pentagone a
affirmé que ses interlocuteurs turcs avaient compris le message
américain.
"Dans les réunions que j'ai eues, la question d'une date (de
retrait) n'a pas été spécifiquement évoquée. Je crois qu'ils ont
quand même compris notre message", a-t-il dit aux journalistes.
M. Gates a aussi précisé qu'il avait souligné aux Turcs la
nécessité d'approfondir leur dialogue avec les Irakiens et d'être
plus transparents sur l'ampleur de l'incursion.
Il a aussi souligné que l'action militaire seule ne résoudrait pas
le problème du terrorisme pour la Turquie.
M. Gates a également rencontré le chef d'état-major général, le
général Yasar Buyukanit, qui lui aussi s'est refusé à s'engager à
fixer un calendrier de retrait.
"Un délai rapide est une notion relative", a dit le général. "Il peut
s'agir parfois d'un jour et parfois d'un an".
Depuis le début de l'offensive le 21 février, 237 rebelles ont été
tués dans les montagnes enneigées du nord de l'Irak, selon un
bilan fourni jeudi par l'armée turque, et 27 membres des forces
de sécurité turques ont péri.
Sept rebelles ont été abattus mercredi, selon l'armée.
Selon le PKK, 108 soldats turcs ont été tués et seulement cinq
combattants du côté du PKK.

Ankara estime à 4.000 le nombre de rebelles retranchés dans le
nord de l'Irak.
Le conflit kurde en Turquie a fait plus de 37.000 morts depuis le
début de l'insurrection du PKK en 1984, considéré comme une
organisation terroriste par la Turquie, l'UE et les Etats-Unis.

29 février 2008

Turquie L'AKP a choisi la solution

Par le passé, le Parti de la jus¬
tice et du développement
(AKP, islamo-conservateur au
pouvoir), avait opté pour un
dialogue avec les mouve¬
ments kurdes. Mais l'incursion
guerrière menée en Irak du
21 au 29 février pour combat¬
tre le PKK montre qu'il privilé¬
gie l'option militaire. Le quoti-

militaire, hélas !
dien Yenî Safak, pourtant
considéré comme proche des
islamistes modérés, regrette
ce tournant.

L'opération militaire lancée récemment
par l'armée turque dans le Nord de

l'Irak [elle s'est terminée ce 29 février]
avait pour but annoncé d'accentuer encore
un peu plus l'isolement du Parti des tra¬
vailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK) en tentant de

réduire ses capacités tactiques. Il s'agis¬
sait aussi éventuellement de créer une
nouvelle zone tampon. Cette opération de
grande envergure lancée par la Turquie
aura des conséquences multiples. Les
relations entre la Turquie et l'Irak, de
même qu'entre la Turquie et l'Union euro¬
péenne (UE), en seront inévitablement
affectées, si elles ne le sont pas déjà. Si la
justification d'une telle opération est avant
tout militaire, ses conséquences tant à
l'intérieur qu'à l'extérieur seront néan-
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moins forcément politiques.
Cette incursion militaire suscite en effet
déjà bon nombre de questions dont la
principale est probablement celle-ci : la
politique kurde du gouvernement turc va-
t-elle désormais ne se résumer qu'à des
actions militaires ? Le seul angle envisagé
par rapport à la question kurde ne sera-t-
il donc que de nature sécuritaire ? Juste
après l'attaque du PKK [en octobre 2007]
au cours de laquelle 12 soldats turcs
avaient été tués, tandis que 8 autres
étaient enlevés, le gouvernement avait
suscité un certain espoir en adoptant une
attitude semblant vouloir privilégier des
solutions civiles à la question kurde. Mais,
assez vite, le gouvernement est revenu
aux bons vieux fondamentaux et à une
attitude qui, pour le coup, faisait fi des
aspects politiques et sociologiques de la
question kurde en Turquie.
C'est ainsi que les mesures démocratiques
en faveur des droits et des libertés, l'ac¬
tion diplomatique visant à améliorer les
relations avec les Kurdes d'Irak, l'espoir
d'arrangements légaux - parmi lesquels
un projet d'amnistie, incitant le PKK à
déposer les armes - sont tombés à l'eau.
L'opération militaire en cours dans le nord
de l'Irak illustre désormais crûment cette
réalité.

L'Histoire récente a pourtant bien montré
que le seul usage de méthodes sécuritai¬
res était insuffisant dès lors qu'il s'agissait
de résoudre des questions ethniques. On
l'a vu aussi bien en Espagne qu'en Irlande
du Nord. La Turquie elle-même est sans
doute le pays qui a le plus d'expérience en
la matière. La crainte, aujourd'hui pour
elle, c'est que le parti au pouvoir, l'AKP,
adopte finalement sans beaucoup de
réticence l'idéologie officielle de l'Etat turc
vis-à-vis de la question kurde, à savoir
que celle-ci ne se résumerait finalement
qu'à un problème de terrorisme et de
sous-développement.
Dans ces conditions, il suffirait donc
d'écraser les terroristes et de les couper
de tout soutien régional, et la question
kurde s'évaporerait comme par enchan¬
tement. C'est dans ces conditions que
l'AKP espère pouvoir remporter les mairies
de Diyarbakir, Van, Bitlis et Hakkari [villes
à majorité kurde dans le sud-est anato¬
lien, actuellement détenues par le Parti de
la Turquie démocratique (DTP, prokurde)]
lors des prochaines élections municipales
[prévues en 2009]. Cette attitude naïve
conjuguée à un réflexe nationaliste turc
fait en réalité surtout perdre inutilement
du temps et des vies à la Turquie.
Tout cela est vraiment dommage ! Com-

LeNouvelliste? 28 février 2008

ment en effet peut-on ne pas voir qu'un
grand nombre de Kurdes de Turquie, y
compris ceux qui sont opposés au PKK,
ont, qu'ils le veuillent ou non, des "liens
de parenté" plus ou moins éloignés avec
les militants de cette organisation sépara¬
tiste ?! Comment peut-on ne pas com¬
prendre que ce lien explique précisément
la nature des réflexes identitaires, histori¬
ques et nationalistes des Kurdes de Tur¬
quie ?! Faut-il vraiment rappeler au Pre¬
mier ministre que les différents soulève¬
ments kurdes qui ont commencé dans les
années 1830 et se sont poursuivis sans
presque discontinuer jusqu'en 1937 ont
forgé une identité politique ?! Y a-t-il
besoin d'à nouveau expliquer qu'en 1978
[date de la fondation du PKK] commençait
un nouveau soulèvement kurde qui n'a
cessé de prendre de l'ampleur et qui dure
maintenant depuis trente ans ?!

Il faudrait vraiment essayer de compren¬
dre les Kurdes et de trouver un compro¬
mis. Sinon, des attaques se produiront à

nouveau, provoquant leurs lots d'opéra¬
tions militaires et de soldats tombés en
martyrs au combat.

Ali Bayramoglu
Yeni Safak

IRAK

LA SALE GUERRE D'ANKARA
Les troupes turques intensifient leurs opérations contre les Kurdes.

La Turquie a intensifié hier son offensive militaire contre les
Kurdes dans le nord de l'Irak. Ankara a refusé de fixer un

terme à l'incursion en dépit des appels de Washington à un
retrait rapide.
L'armée turque a affirmé avoir tué depuis mardi soir 77 rebel¬
les du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK), au cours des
«plus lourds combats» menés depuis le début, le 21 février, de
l'offensive dans les montagnes enneigées du nord de l'Irak.
Cinq soldats turcs et trois miliciens kurdes supplétifs de l'armée
turque ont péri dans les combats, a ajouté l'état-major. Ces
pertes portent à 230 le nombre de rebelles tués depuis le début
de l'opération et à 27 celui des morts dans le camp de l'armée
turque, miliciens compris, selon son propre décompte. Hier,
une amélioration sensible des conditions météorologiques a
permis à l'armée turque d'acheminer plus d'une quarantaine de
camions de transport de troupes à la frontière irako-turque.
Des F16 et des hélicoptères de combat étaient également visi¬
bles de la ville frontalière turque de Cukurca au-dessus du
territoire irakien.
Pas de calendrier
Alors que l'aviation turque continuait de bombarder des posi¬
tions du PKK, un conseiller du premier ministre turc Recep
Tayyip Erdogan a été dépêché hier à Bagdad pour discuter de
l'incursion. Ahmet Davutoglu a affirmé que la Turquie ne fixe¬
rait pas de calendrier de retrait de ses soldats tant qu'ils n'au¬
raient pas éradiqué les rebelles.
A Washington, une porte-parole de la Maison Blanche a cepen¬
dant estimé que les Turcs s'étaient comportés de manière

«plutôt responsable». «Nous pensons que la Turquie a le droit
de se défendre», a déclaré la porte-parole Dana Perino.
Ankara estime à 4000 le nombre de rebelles retranchés dans le
nord de l'Irak. Le conflit kurde en Turquie a fait plus de 37 000
morts depuis le début en 1984 de l'insurrection du PKK, consi¬
déré comme une organisation terroriste par la Turquie, l'Union
européenne et les Etats-Unis. ATS/AFP/AP
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TURKISH TROOPS PULL OUT OF IRAQ
By ANNA JOHNSON The Associated Près
CUKURCA, TURKEY -Turkey's military said Friday it has ended a

ground offensive against Kurdish rebels in Iraq, but said that foreign
influence didn't play a role in its decision.

The move came a day after Defense Secretary Robert Gates told Turkish
leaders during a visit in Ankara that they should end the offensive as soon
as possible. In Washington, President Bush made a similar point Thursday,
saying Turkey needed to move quickly and get out.
Turkey launched the incursion into northern Iraq more than a week ago
against the Kurdistan Workers' Party, or PKK, a group fighting for the
autonomy of predominantly Kurdish southeastern Turkey. The rebels have
carried out attacks in Turkey from bases in Kurdish Iraq.
"Without a doubt, it is impossible to render the entire terrorist organization
ineffective with an operation in only one region. However, it is shown to the
group that Iraq's north is not a safe area for terrorists," the military said.
The Turkish military said that 300 rebels were detected in Iraq's Zap region,
and 240 of them were killed in the operation.
Iraqi authorities have said they do not support the PKK but objected to Tur¬
key's military action.
The PKK took up arms against Turkey in 1984. The fighting has killed up to
40,000 people.

A convoy of Turkish military trucks with elite
troops arrive in Cukurca in Hakkari province
at the Turkey
Iraq border, Friday, Feb. 29, 2008. The Iraqi
Foreign Minister Hoshyar Zebari said Friday
that the Turkish military has begun with¬
drawing from northern Iraq .

A? Associated Press
Februarv29.2008

Kurdish PKK guerri
Turkish soldiers

TURKEY'S KURDISH PKK rebels surrounded about 200 Turkish
soldiers in a mountain valley in Kurdistan region 'northern Iraq'
on Thursday, a spokesman for the rebels said.
Rebel spokesman Ahmad Danas said the soldiers were in a

valley between two mountains about 10 kilometers (six miles)
from the Turkey-Iraqi Kurdistan border when the rebels sur¬
rounded them. Heavy clashes have broken out between the two
sides, he added.
A Turkish helicopter in the area was hit by rebel fire, Danas

said. Turkish officials were not immediately available for com¬
ment.

Turkey launched the incursion into Iraqi Kurdistan last week
against Turkish separatist rebels from the PKK, a group fighting
for autonomy for the predominantly Kurdish southeastern Tur¬
key. Iraqi authorities have said they do not support the PKK
but objected to Turkey's military action.
Turkey's military has said it has killed 230 rebels in the incur¬

sion while Turkish losses stood at 27. Danas said 20 Turkish
troops were killed in clashes Wednesday, but Turkish officials
were not immediately available to comment on that number.
The remote battle sites are inaccessible to the media and casu¬
alty and other reports cannot be independently confirmed.
Iraqi Kurdistan politician says, Turkey is using Turkey's Kurdish

separatist PKK rebel group (Kurdish freedom fighters) as an
excuse to invade Kurdistan region 'Iraq' to prevent the estab¬
lishment of Kurdistan state in the Kurdish autonomous region in
'northern Iraq', Turkey fears this could fan separatism among its
own large Kurdish population in southeast Turkey.

Turkey has never, and still does not, recognize the Iraqi Kurd¬
istan region government (KRG) and refuses to meet with its
representatives in any official capacity.
That reflects Ankara's fear that any international respect shown
to the autonomous Iraqi Kurdistan region would only embolden
Turkey's own large Kurdish minority to seek similar home-rule
status.

lia surrounded 200
in northern Iraq.

The core of Turkey's "Kurdish problem" is not the PKK. It is
Turkey's denial of basic political and cultural rights to its Kurds.
Analysts believe the Turkish raids inside Iraqi Kurdistan region

had a secondary purpose of discouraging a referendum on
Kirkuk city. Ankara fears that if the oil-rich Kirkuk joins Kurdis¬
tan, the Kurds will have the economic foundation they need for
an independent state.

Turks are also fearful of the autonomy the northern Iraqi Kurd¬
istan region enjoys with its own flag, institutions and even oil
exploitation contracts with overseas companies. Since 1984 the
PKK took up arms for self-rule in the country's mainly Kurdish
southeast of Turkey. A large Turkey's Kurdish community openly
sympathise with the Kurdish PKK rebels.

The PKK demanded Turkey's recognition of the Kurds' identity
in its constitution and of their language as a native language
along with Turkish in the country's Kurdish areas, the party also
demanded an end to ethnic discrimination in Turkish laws and
constitution against Kurds, ranting them full political freedoms.

The PKK is considered a 'terrorist' organization by the U.S. and
the EU.
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Turkish troops begin withdrawing
from Iraq

By Alexandra Zavis and Asso Ahmed Special to the Times
BAGHDAD Turkish troops have

begun withdrawing from northern Iraq
after a weeklong offensive against Kurdish
separatist guerrillas, officials said today.
But there were conflicting accounts of the
extent of the pullback.
Iraq's foreign minister, Hoshyar Zebari,
told The Times that all the Turkish troops
had crossed back to their side of the bor¬
der as of this morning.
"This is good news; we welcome that,"
Zebari said by telephone.
But there was no official confirmation from
Turkey. A Reuters report quoted a senior
Turkish military official as saying some
troops had returned home but a full with¬
drawal had not yet happened.
Thousands of Turkish troops, backed by
warplanes and artillery, crossed into
northern Iraq on Feb. 21 in pursuit of
rebels from the Kurdish Workers Party, or
PKK, who use the mountainous region as
a base to launch attacks on Turkish terri¬
tory.

The invasion put the United States in an

awkward position as it tried to balance the
security needs of Turkey, a NATO ally,
against concerns that a large-scale mili¬
tary operation could destabilize the rela¬
tively peaceful semi-autonomous Kurdish
region in northern Iraq.
Washington regards the PKK as a terrorist
group and has said that Turkey has a right
to defend itself. U.S. officials have pressed
Iraq to do more to help crack down on the
PKK and have supplied intelligence for
Turkish raids. But Iraqi officials com¬
plained that the latest incursion, Turkey's
largest in years, was a violation of Iraqi
sovereignty. "We believe that there are
other ways to address the PKK issue," said
Zebari, a Kurd.
In meetings with Turkish officials in An¬
kara on Thursday, U.S. Defense Secretary
Robert M. Gates urged that the offensive
be restricted to rebel hideouts and be
wrapped up as quickly as possible. But he
told reporters that Turkish officials had
given him no timetable for a withdrawal.
Turkey repeated assurances Thursday that
its forces would avoid civilian areas and

only target PKK bases, but said the opera¬
tion would continue as long as necessary
to neutralize the threat against its troops
and civilians.
The Turkish military, which has been
fighting in difficult winter conditions, has
claimed numerous successes in recent
days, including the destruction of PKK
infrastructure and the killing of scores of
its fighters. The militants have disputed
the Turkish accounts, which they say are
exaggerated.
Ahmed Denis, a PKK spokesman, said
empty Turkish trucks had been spotted
crossing into Iraq, presumably to collect
troops and equipment.
"This morning the Turkish troops were
noticed to have withdrawn," he said by
telephone.
Turkey has launched dozens of attacks
against PKK bases in northern Iraq since
the 1990s. The PKK rebels, who took up
arms against the Turkish government in
1984, are fighting for autonomy in south¬
east Turkey.

REUTERS #
Turkey targets Iraq Kurds and
not just rebels: Kurd PM

Feb 29, 2008
By Shamal Aqrawi
ARBIL, Iraq (Reuters) - Kurdistan's prime minister said he suspected Tur¬
key's incursion into northern Iraq was meant to target the
Kurdish region and not just separatist guerrilla bases in the
remote mountainous area.
Thousands of Turkish troops, backed by tanks, attack helicop¬
ters and warplanes, crossed into northern Iraq on February 21
in an operation which Ankara said was aimed at Kurdistan
Workers Party (PKK) guerrillas and their bases.
"We're not convinced whether these attacks are truly against
the PKK or if they are actually against the Kurdistan region of
Iraq," said Nechirvan Barzani, prime minister of largely
autonomous Kurdistan in northern Iraq.
"The actions of the Turkish military in attacking bridges in the
border areas, which are important to people there, makes us
anxious," Barzani told Reuters in an interview late on Wednes¬
day.
PKK fighters have used bases in the area in a decades-long
armed campaign for self-rule in the mainly Kurdish southeast
of Turkey.
Turkish officials have said they targeted the bridges because
they were used by PKK rebels.

Turkey views Kurdish northern Iraq with mixed emotions.
On the one hand, it fears the emergence of a wealthy Kurdish
independent state that could fuel a separatist insurgency in its
southeast.
On the other, increased trade with the region could help revive
the southeastern economy and alleviate the poverty that has
fed rebellion there for over 20 years.
Barzani called on Washington to do more to pressure Turkey
into withdrawing its troops from northern Iraq.
"America carries great responsibility ... for preserving the
stability of Iraq as a whole," he said.
"For that reason America needs to take a firmer stance than it
is now about the Turkish military operation."
The United States wants NATO ally Turkey to end its offen¬
sive, now in its eighth day, as soon as possible. Defense
Secretary Robert Gates said on a visit to Ankara he had been
given no timetable for a withdrawal.
The United States is providing significant intelligence to Tur¬
key for its operation against the PKK.
Turkey told Gates it would withdraw its troops from northern
Iraq when the operation against the PKK guerrillas was com¬
pleted.
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REUTERS #
Turkey targets Iraq Kurds and
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Feb 29, 2008
By Shamal Aqrawi
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PKK fighters have used bases in the area in a decades-long
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The United States wants NATO ally Turkey to end its offen¬
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TURKEY SAYS TROOPS WILL RETURN
TO IRAQ IF NECESSARY

February 29. 2008
By Christopher Torchia ASSOCIATED PRESS

ISTANBUL, Turkey - Truckloads of weary and unshaven Turkish
troops returned Friday from Iraq as Turkey ended an eight-day
cross-border offensive against Kurdish rebels, meeting U.S. demands
for a quick campaign.
Washington and Baghdad welcomed the move, but Turkey warned
that the forces would return if necessary.

A key test of the effectiveness ofTurkey's ground incursion could
come in the weeks ahead with the arrival of spring, the traditional
start of the fighting season of the rebel Kurdistan Workers' Party, or
PKK. In the past, guerrillas have taken advantage of the melting
snows and infiltrated Turkey from bases in Iraq, and any surge in

The Turkish military has said that further opera¬
tions against the PKK could be necessary. "There
are further lessons that we need to teach, " Turkish
General Yasar Buyukanit told reporters Monday at a
briefing on Turkey's incursion into Iraq. "There will
be operations when needed. We will continue. We
will try to inflict heavier blows on the PKK."

PKK attacks could trigger another tough response from the Turkish
military.
"It is very clear that an established group like the PKK will not be
eliminated with one or two more cross-border operations. Turkey
needs pinpoint operations against the group's leadership, like Israel's
operations against Palestinian groups," said Sinan Ogan, head of the
Turkish Center for International Relations and Strategic Analysis in
Ankara.
Moreover, the discrimination and poverty that triggered the Kurdish
insurgency in Turkey in 1984 persist, although the government has
taken steps in recent years to ease restrictions on Kurds as part of its
bid to join the European Union. The PKK's power has dwindled since
its 1990s heyday, and Europe and the United States consider it a

terrorist group, but it still enjoys support in the country's predomi¬
nantly Kurdish southeast and some urban centers.

The PKK has tempered its demands over the years, initially calling
for an independent state and later for autonomy in the southeast and
cultural rights. The conflict has killed up to 40,000 people.

Turkey's first major incursion into Iraq for about a decade reflected
the sensitive nature of its alliance with the United States, which
provided intelligence to the Turkish military but sought a short cam¬
paign to preserve the relative calm of the mostly Kurdish region of
northern Iraq. The troop withdrawal came a day after President Bush
and Defense Secretary Robert Gates told Turkish leaders they should

end the offensive as soon as possible.
"Any influence, either foreign or domestic, on this decision by the
Turkish Armed Forces is out of the question," the Turkish military
said. "Terrorist activities in Iraq's north will be observed in the future
and no threat against Turkey from this region will be allowed."
Gen. Yasar Buyukanit, the military chief, said it was "pure coinci¬
dence" that the withdrawal was announced one day after Gates is¬

sued his appeal during a visit to Ankara, Dogan news agency re¬
ported.
"This decision was made because the operation had reached its tar¬
gets," Buyukanit said. "When the U.S. defense secretary stepped into
Turkey, the withdrawal had been partly realized."
CNN-Turk television quoted Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan
as saying: "Everything has been realized according to the plan. No
civilian has been harmed in the operation."
Firat, a pro-Kurdish news agency, quoted PKK officials as saying the
Turkish withdrawal was made under pressure from Kurdish militants
and that it amounted to a victory for the rebels. Senior rebel com¬
mander Murat Karayilan congratulated his fighters, the agency said.
Turkey, which barred U.S. troops from using its soil as a springboard
to invade Saddam Hussein's Iraq in 2003, had expressed frustration
with Washington and the U.S.-backed Iraqi government for their
perceived failure to crack down on the PKK.
In Washington, National Security Council spokesman Gordon
Johndroe said Turkey's incursion "was a targeted and relatively short
operation."
"But I would certainly expect that in the future, that unless the PKK
gives up terrorism, that we're going to have to continue to work with
the Turks and the Iraqis to go after them," Johndroe said.

Iraqi authorities had said they do not support the PKK but objected
to Turkey's military action. Iraqi President Jalal Talabani, himself a
Kurd, welcomed the end of the incursion.
"This withdrawal indicates the credibility of the Turkish govern¬
ment's statements that the military operation is limited and tempo¬
rary," his office said in a statement.
Iraqi Foreign Minister Hoshyar Zebari, also a Kurd, credited the U.S.
with playing an "instrumental" role in pressing Turkey to leave.

The Turkish military said the operation targeted 300 rebels in Iraq's
Zap region, and 240 of them were killed. Turkish losses stood at 27.
The PKK has disputed Turkey's estimate of slain rebels, and inde¬
pendent confirmation of the toll in the remote area is virtually im¬
possible. Turkey has previously said there were up to 3,800 PKK
militants in northern Iraq, and as many as 1,500 inside Turkey.
"Without a doubt, it is impossible to render the entire terrorist orga¬
nization ineffective with an operation in only one region. However, it
is shown to the group that Iraq's north is not a safe area for terror¬
ists," the military said.

The military said commando units, airborne troops, tanks and ar¬
mored personnel carriers were used in the operation, and F-16 war-
planes and long-range artillery pounded suspected rebel positions. It
said troops, trained for winter warfare, took the PKK by surprise.
However, there had been reports prior to the incursion that many
PKK rebels had dispersed, fearful of an attack.
Soldiers in trucks driving through the border town of Cukurca and
into Turkey's interior on Friday gave thumbs-up signs. Some had
camouflage paint on their faces, wore snow boots and woolen caps,
and held machine guns.

Despite Turkey's avowal that its only target was the PKK, one analyst
speculated that Turkey also delivered a warning to Iraqi Kurds who
run a virtual mini-state in northern Iraq. Turkish officials fear their
separatist aspirations could inflame similar sentiment among Turk¬
ish Kurds, who only recently were awarded limited cultural rights
such as Kurdish-language courses and television broadcasts.
"They made a point - they can do what they want in that region,"
Aliza Marcus, author of "Blood and Belief: the PKK and the Kurdish
Fight for Independence," said of Turkey's leadership. "The message
to Iraqi Kurds is: 'Be careful. We are here.'"
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IRAK: L'OPERATION TURQUE A PRIS FIN SELON NTV,
PAS DE CONFIRMATION

ANKARA. 29 fév 2008 (AFP) -
L'OFFENSIVE turque dans le nord de Irak visant les rebelles kurdes du Parti

des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK) s'est achevée tard dans la nuit de jeudi, a
affirmé vendredi la chaîne d'information en continu turque NTV.

L'information n'a pas été confirmée de source officielle turque.

D'autres chaînes de télévision ont rapporté un retrait limité des troupes tur¬
ques.

NTV n'a pas fourni de source précise pour son information, mais les corres¬
pondants couvrant l'incursion du côté irakien ont cité des responsables kurdes
qui ont fait état d'une cessation des hostilités notamment dans la région de
Zap.

La vaste opération de l'armée turque avait été lancée le 21 février. Selon un
dernier bilan fourni jeudi par l'état-major turc, 237 rebelles ont été tués. Vingt-
sept membres des forces de sécurité turques ont trouvé la mort lors de l'in

cursion réalisée en plein hiver et appuyée par l'aviation et l'artillerie.
Si l'information est confirmée de source officielle turque, l'offensive turque
aura duré huit jours avec la participation de milliers de commandos, jusqu'à
10.000 selon les médias.

Jeudi, le président américain George W. Bush et son secrétaire à la Défense
Robert Gates, qui s'est rendu brièvement à Ankara, avaient appelé la Turquie
à quitter l'Irak "le plus vite possible".

"Les Turcs doivent agir, agir rapidement, atteindre leur objectif et partir", a
déclaré George W. Bush au cours d'une conférence de presse à Washington.

Ankara s'était refusé à fixer un délai pour mettre un terme à son offensive
contre le PKK, considéré comme une organisation terroriste par les Etat-Unis,
la Turquie et l'Union européenne et qui mène depuis 1984 une lutte armée
contre l'Etat turc.

Le Point
29 février 2008

L'armée turque retire des troupes
du nord de l'Irak

Des soldats turcs ont quitté le nord de l'Irak et regagné
leurs bases en Turquie après avoir mené à bien leur

mission contre les séparatistes du PKK, déclare un officier
supérieur turc en démentant la fin de l'offensive terrestre
transfrontalière lancée le 21 février par Ankara.
"Il y a encore des soldats turcs en territoire irakien et pour le
moment, il n'y a pas de retrait général", a déclaré ce haut
responsable militaire.
Un représentant des autorités américaines en Irak a également
estimé qu'il était prématuré d'évoquer la fin de l'opération
d'envergure déclenchée par Ankara, comme l'a annoncé la
chaîne de télévision turque NTV, sans citer de sources.
"Nous voyons une quantité limitée de troupes entrées en Irak
revenir en Turquie. Il est prématuré de parler de retrait", a-t-il
dit dans un courriel adressé à Reuters.
Un porte-parole des peshmergas, les forces de sécurité du
Kurdistan irakien, a déclaré, en s'appuyant sur les témoignages
de gardes-frontières, qu'il n'y avait pas eu d'attaques des for¬
ces turques pendant la nuit et que des troupes rentraient en
Turquie.

L'armée turque a envoyé plusieurs milliers de soldats dans le
nord de l'Irak pour y traquer les séparatistes kurdes de Tur¬
quie, qui disposent de camps retranchés dans les montagnes
de la région.
Elle affirme avoir tué 237 rebelles depuis le début de son of¬
fensive et essuyé la perte de 24 soldats. Le PKK déclare avoir
tué plus de 100 militaires turcs et ne fournit pas de chiffre sur
ses propres pertes.

Base militaire à Bamerni, en Turquie, près de la frontère
irakienne. Selon un officier supérieur turc, des soldats
turcs ont quitté le nord de l'Irak et regagné leurs bases
après avoir mené à bien leur mission contre les séparatis¬
tes du PKK dans le nord de l'Irak mais l'offensive terrestre
transfrontalière lancée le 21 février par Ankara n'a pas
encore pris fin. /Photo prise le 27 février
2008/ REUTERS/ Ceerwan Aziz

FIN DE L'INCURSION TURQUE EN IRAK (MINISTRE IRAKIEN
DES AFFAIRES ÉTRANGÈRES)

BAGDAD. 29 fév 2008 (AFP)
- L'INCURSION militaire turque contre les rebelles kurdes dans le nord de
l'Irak a pris fin, a déclaré vendredi à l'AFP le ministre irakien des Affaires
étrangères, Hoshyar Zebari.

"La Turquie a mis fin à son opération militaire ce matin et a commencé à

retirer ses troupes", a dit le ministre. "Nous saluons ce geste. Nous avons
toujours maintenu qu'il existe d'autres moyens pour mettre fin au terrorisme
du PKK".

Le porte-parole des rebelles du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK),
Ahmed Danis, avait déclaré peu auparavant que l'armée turque avait entamé
un retrait "limité" de ses troupes du nord de l'Irak.
"Les troupes turques ont entamé un retrait limité de la région frontalière de
Zap", avait-il dit à l'AFP. "Nous constatons des mouvements militaires,
comme l'entrée de camions militaires vides en provenance de Turquie, qui
repartent pour la Turquie avec des soldats à bord".

"S'ils effectuent un retrait total, ce serait une victoire pour le Kurdistan et le
PKK", avait estimé le porte-parole du PKK, en lutte contre Ankara et
qui maintient des bases dans le nord de l'Irak, d'où il mène des opé¬
rations contre la Turquie.

Le PKK dispose d'une grande base d'entraînement à Zap, une région située au
nord-ouest de la ville de Dohouk, dans le nord de l'Irak.

L'armée turque n'a ni confirmé ni démenti les informations sur un retrait. "Des
informations ont été rapportées par les médias sur un retour des unités enga¬
gées dans l'opération transfrontalière. Un communiqué de presse sera publié
aujourd'hui (vendredi) par l'état-major", souligne un communiqué mis en ligne
sur le site internet de l'armée.
La vaste opération de l'armée turque a été lancée le 21 février contre les bases
des rebelles du PKK dans le nord de l'Irak. Il s'agit de la seconde incursion
turque dans la région en trois mois.
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la turquie met fin à son incursion en irak,
menace d'y retourner

ANKARA, (AFP) - La vaste
offensive de l'armée turque

visant les rebelles du Parti des
travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK)
dans le nord de Irak s'est
achevée et les unités qui y
étaient engagées ont regagné
vendredi leurs bases, a annon¬
cé l'état-major turc, menaçant
d'y retourner si besoin est.
"Il a été conclu que l'opération
a atteint ses objectifs et nos
troupes ont regagné leurs
bases dans le pays (...) le 29
février au matin", souligne un
communiqué mis en ligne par
l'état-major.
"Cette décision est indépen¬
dante d'une quelconque in¬
fluence étrangère", souligne
l'armée. La veille, les Etats-
Unis avaient invité la Turquie,
pays membre de l'Otan, à
mettre un terme rapide à cette
opération.
Le président américain George
W. Bush et son secrétaire à la
Défense Robert Gates, qui s'est
rendu brièvement à Ankara,
avaient appelé les Turcs à
quitter l'Irak "le plus vite pos¬
sible".
"Les Turcs doivent agir, agir
rapidement, atteindre leur

objectif et partir", a déclaré
George W. Bush à Washington.
Ankara s'était refusé à fixer un
délai pour mettre un terme à

son offensive.
La Maison Blanche a qualifié
vendredi de "ciblée et relati¬
vement courte" l'offensive
turque et a prévenu que le PKK
pourrait être la cible de nouvel¬
les attaques.
"Une chose reste certaine, c'est
que les Etats-Unis, la Turquie
et l'Irak vont continuer à

considérer le PKK comme une
organisation terroriste dont on
a besoin de s'occuper", a dé¬
claré le porte-parole de la
Maison Blanche Gordon John¬
droe.
Washington, qui fournit depuis
plusieurs mois des renseigne¬
ments en temps réel à la Tur¬
quie sur les rebelles dans le
nord de l'Irak, s'inquiétait de
l'éventualité d'un conflit entre
ses deux alliés régionaux, les
Turcs et les Kurdes d'Irak, en
cas d'enlisement de l'opération
turque.

Le ministre irakien des Affaires
étrangères Hoshyar Zebari
avait indiqué auparavant que
l'incursion turque était termi

née. "La Turquie a mis fin à
son opération militaire ce
matin et a commencé à
retirer ses troupes", a décla¬
ré le ministre à l'AFP.

L'armée turque affirme
qu'au moins 240 rebelles du
PKK ont été abattus en huit
jours d'offensive. Côté turc,
27 personnes ont été tuées,
selon ce décompte.
L'armée menace en outre de
réinvestir le nord de l'Irak.
"Les activités des terroristes
dans le nord de l'Irak seront
suivies de près et aucune me¬
nace depuis ce territoire contre
la Turquie ne sera tolérée",
précise le texte qui dit : "La
lutte anti-terroriste dans le
pays et à l'étranger sera pour¬
suivie avec détermination".
Un photographe de l'AFP à

Cukurca, petite ville stratégi¬
que turque située à quelques
kilomètres de la frontière ira¬
kienne, a constaté le retour
d'une mission périlleuse en
plein hiver des troupes vêtues
de camouflage blanc et visi¬
blement fatiguées à bord de
véhicules militaires.
Les convois militaires turcs
rentrant en Turquie se pour

suivaient en début de soirée.
L'armée turque indique aussi
que cette incursion, lancée le
21 février au soir et menée
avec des milliers de comman¬
dos, "ne va pas mettre l'orga¬
nisation terroriste (PKK)
entièrement hors d'état de
nuire", mais a montré que "la
zone n'est plus un sanctuaire
pour les terroristes".
272 cibles ont été pilonnées
par air et 517 autres ont été
attaquées par terre lors de
l'offensive qui visait surtout la
région de Zap, où se trouvait
une importante base du PKK,
ajoute le document.
La Turquie estimait, avant
cette opération, à 4.000 le
nombre de rebelles retranchés
dans les montagnes enneigées
du nord de l'Irak.

LaTribun 29 février 2008 L'ARMEE TURQUE SE RETIRE D'IRAK,
"MISSION ACCOMPLIE"

Par Gareth Jones et Paul de Bendern
ANKARA (Reuters) 	 -

L'état-major de l'armée turque a annoncé
vendredi lé retrait des milliers d'hom¬

mes envoyés il y a huit jours dans le nord de
l'Irak pour y traquer les combattants sépara¬
tistes du Parti des travailleurs kurdes (PKK).
La veille, George Bush avait invité en termes
non équivoques la Turquie à mettre un terme
au plus tôt à son incursion, à laquelle Wash¬
ington, qui partage ses renseignement sur le
PKK avec Ankara, avait donné son feu vert.
Mais l'état-major turc a démenti que sa déci¬
sion ait pu être influencée par de quelconques
pressions étrangères.
"Il n'était pas question de liquider complète¬
ment l'organisation terroriste, mais la Tur¬
quie a montré à l'organisation que le nord de
l'Irak n'est pas un havre sûr pour eux", dit un
communiqué de l'état-major.
Selon le bilan turc de l'opération, 240 des
quelques 3.000 rebelles du PKK retranchés
au Kurdistan irakien ont été tués en huit
jours, tandis que l'on compterait 27 morts

dans les rangs de l'armée d'Ankara qui avait
déployé quelque 8.000 hommes.
Le porte-parole des relations extérieures du
PKK, Ahmed Danees, a attribué pour sa part
le retrait turc à la "farouche résistance" de son
mouvement, qui affirme avoir tué plus de 130
soldats turcs et perdu seulement cinq hom¬
mes.

INITIATIVES DIPLOMATIQUES
Le Premier ministre turc Tayyip Erdogan a

salué l'opération.
"Cette offensive a porté un coup important à

l'organisation terroriste à un moment inat¬
tendu", a-t-il déclaré en faisant allusion au
fait que l'offensive a été lancée le 21 février,
avant la fin de l'hiver.
L'Irak et les États-Unis ont salué le retrait
turc.

"Il faut reconnaître que la puissance militaire
seule ne résoudra pas ce conflit", a dit à

Reuters le vice-Premier ministre irakien
Barhan Salih, lui-même kurde.
"Le temps est venu d'engager toutes les initia¬
tives politiques et diplomatiques en vue de

chercher une solution aux causes sous-
jacentes à ce conflit", a-t-il ajouté.
"C'est une bonne chose que cette opération
militaire soit bouclée", a déclaré un porte-
parole du département d'État.
Le ministre turc de la Justice, Mehmet Ali
Sahin, cité par des chaînes de télévision, a
souligné qu'Ankara se réservait le droit de
renvoyer des troupes en Irak si nécessaire.
L'autorisation donnée par le Parlement à

l'armée de mener des opérations de l'autre
côté de la frontière n'expire qu'en octobre.
La guérilla séparatiste du PKK, organisation
considérée comme terroriste par l'Union
européenne et les États-Unis, a fait près de
40.000 morts depuis 1984 dans le sud-est de
la Turquie.
L'ampleur de la répression militaire turque a

contraint le noyau combattant du PKK à

franchir la frontière pour se replier sur des
zones montagneuses non contrôlées par les
"peshmergas", ces anciens rebelles kurdes
irakiens devenus force officielle de la région
autonome du nord de l'Irak.
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