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BAGHDAD: “CHEMICAL ALI” HAS BEEN SENTENCED
TO DEATH FOR GENOCIDE, WAR CRIMES AND
CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY PERPETRATED
AGAINST THE KURDS

N 24 June, Ali Hassan al-
Majid, more usually known by
his nicknames of “Bucher of
Kurdistan” and, especially,
"Chemical Ali”, because of his
partiality for wusing chemical
weapons, together with two former
leaders of the old regime, who were
being tried with three others, was
sentenced to death for genocide,
war crimes and crimes against
humanity, committed during a cam-
paign of mass executions and
chemical bombing carried out in

Kurdistan and christened the
“Anfal” operations. These opera-
tions cost the lives of over 182,000
Kurds between 1987 and 1988. The
Court found the Chief of Staff for
the Kurdistan region guilty of hav-
ing ordered the security forces for
Iraqi Kurdistan to use chemical
weapons against the Kurds. The
former Assistant Director of military
operations, Hussein Rashid al-Tikri-
ti, also sentenced to death,
expressed no remorse. The former
Minister of Defence, Sultan Hashim

al-Tai, for his part, proclaimed his
innocence. Two other accused,
Farhan al-Juburi and Sabir alODuri,
former leading officials of the pow-
erful Army Intelligence Services,
were sentenced to life imprison-
ment. Finally, a sixth defendant,
Taher al-Ani, former governor of
Mossul, was acquitted for “/ack of
evidence”, as proposed by the Pub-
lic Prosecutor, who had, however,
asked for the death sentence for all
five of the others. Standing before
his three judges, “Chemical Ali”
remained impassive. His attitude
was far removed from the self-con-
fidence he displayed at the first
hearing of the trial, which began on
21 August 2006. "It was I who gave
the Army orders to destroy the vil-
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lages and deport their inhabitants”,
he had insisted. “I have no need to
defend myself for what I did. I do
not apologise. I have not made any
mistakes”, he had replied firmly.

Mohamed al-Oreibi al-Khalifa, the
Presiding Judge, declared in the
course of the hearing: “You gave
the order to the troops to Kkill civil-
ian Kurds. You subjected them to
systematic attacks, using chemical
weapons and artillery”. “You were
the originator of the massacre of
Iraqi villagers. You confined them
to their quarters, you burnt their
orchards, killed their herds. You
committed genocide”, the judge
added. “Many Kurds were arrested
by your orders and later found in
mass graves (..) It was by your
orders that chemical weapons were
used against Kurdish civilians. Their
mosques, their houses were
destroyed”, he continued.

In a communiqué, the Kurdistan
regional government considered
that "the contrast between the
methods used by these Saddam
loyalists to carry out their “justice”
and the legality with which there
have been tried could not be
greater”. These proceedings are "a
triumph for the State of Laws and
for the democratic practices that
were so absent under the old
regime, which the judicial authori-
ties are striving to set up in Iraq
today”, it added. Many inhabitants
in Iragi Kurdistan came out onto the
streets to express their joy, many
waving banners and others dancing
to traditional folk tunes.

“l would have liked to dance but,
for those of us who lost their broth-
ers and dear ones, grief does not
end with their executions”, declared
Nergis Aziz, a 57-year-old woman
who lost her husband and three
brothers in this genocide. Ari Hear-
son, a 40-year-old former peshmer-
ga, wounded during the Anfal oper-
ation, considered that “Chemical
Ali” should not be executed but “"put
into solitary confinement to write
his memoirs on the Anfal crimes
and the way he had committed

them. Crimes against children and
unarmed citizens”, he added. For
his part, the Kurdish Member of
parliament, Mahmud Othman, stat-
ed that this trial was “incomplete
because at no time was it said who
had made the chemical weapons, in
what countries and what companies
had helped them to use them
against us”. This M.P., a doctor who
had treated victims during the Anfal
campaign, also feared that this trial
might further accentuate inter-com-
munal divisions in the country, as
had been the case after Saddam
Hussein’s execution. For his part,
the Sunni Arab M.P. Ayad al-Samar-
rai considered that the sentence on
“Chemical Ali’s” was “fair”.

According to several estimates,
some 182,000 people were killed
and about 4,500 villages were
destroyed during this campaign,
which also caused massive dis-
placements of the Kurdish popula-
tion. Appallingly brutal in character,
“Chemical Ali” held the position of
Baath Party General Secretary in
Iraqi Kurdistan from March 1987 to
April 1989, co-ordinating at once
the Army, the Police directorate,
and the Army Intelligence forces
engaged in the repression of the
Kurds. In March 1987, he started
an implacable scorched earth policy,
in Iraqi Kurdistan with a vast opera-
tion of evacuating the population
and their herds, forcible moving
them to the desert borders of Jor-
dan and Saudi Arabia, far from the
traditional areas of Kurdish settle-
ment. This policy was intensified
after Iran launched, its “Nasr-1V”
offensive against Iraq in June 1987.

Between 1987 and 1989 many
attacks were made against the
Kurds, with, in particular, the gas
attack on Halabja in 1998. The Hal-
abja case, however, was not dealt
with in this case, as it was not part
of the eight official operations that
made up the Anfal operation. Anfal,
named after a sura in the Qoran,
meaning “booty”, consisted of sys-
tematic shelling, gas attacks, and
assaults made against various parts
of the autonomous region of Kurdis-

tan in 1988. Around 1986, large
parts of the Kurdish region had
been liberated from control by the
central government. At the begin-
ning of 1987, Saddam Hussein gave
his cousin, Ali Hassan al-Majid, the
responsibility of bringing lragi Kur-
distan back under the control of the
central government. “Chemical Ali”
then set up “forbidden zones” in the
region, treating all the inhabitants
of such areas as insurgents. Vil-
lagers were transferred to areas
that could be more easily controlled
by Baghdad while the “forbidden
zones” were bombed, shelled and
then invaded. According to the
human rights defence organisation,
Human Rights Watch (HRW) these
campaigns were intended to exter-
minate the Kurdish people and were
not simply operations to control the
insurrection, as the old regime
claimed. “It must be stressed that
the murders were not committed
during the counter-insurrection
operations: the detainees were
killed several days or weeks after
the armed forces had attained their
objectives”, affirms HRW in a
detailed report in the Anfal cam-
paign dated 1993. “After all, the
question of intention is at the heart
of the notion of genocide”, stressed
this report, which gave detailed
documents and testimonies showing
that such an intention existed (see
“Genocide in Iraq — the campaign
of genocide against the Kurds™).

Moreover, “Chemical Ali” was also
the butcher of the Shiites during
their revolt of 1991, as commander
of the Republican Guards divisions
in the South of the country. In the
90s he directed a campaign of
forced displacement of the inhabi-
tants of the marchlands (Southern
Iraq), whose population fell from a
million to 40,000. He also super-
vised the occupation of Kuwait.
Thus, from August to November
1990 he was the bloodthirsty gov-
ernor of that country, invaded by
the Iragi Army before returning to
his post as Minister of Local Gov-
ernment, which he had held since
June 1989. Without any qualms, in
February 1996 al-Majid executed
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his own nephew, Hussein Kamel, on
his return to Baghdad after having
defected to Jordan the year before
and attacked the regime. A member
of the Revolution Command Council,
(RCC) the highest leading body of
the Baathist regime, “Chemical Ali’
had been appointed responsible for
the Southern Military Region, with
the task of defending the country
from the American-British offensive,
launched on 20 March 2003.

The trial began on 21 August 2006,
before the Iraqi High Criminal Court
(IHCC), a jurisdiction specially cre-
ated for trying the leaders of the
old regime. In January 2007, pro-
ceedings against ex-President Sad-
dam Hussein were officially dropped
following the former Rais’s execu-
tion by hanging on 30 December
2006. The lawyers representing the
former Iraqi dignitaries have decid-

ed to appeal. The IHCC’s Court of
Appeals must receive the trial files
within 10 days. Then, it has no set
time limit for examining the appeal.
However, in general this Court
makes its rulings fairly rapidly. The
appeals are examined by none
judges of the IHCC’'s Court of
Appeals, which acts more like a
court of final appeal. It rules on the
questions of form and not on the
substance of the case. Thus the
appeal must be based on fault in
the procedure or a breach of the
law. Should the sentence be con-
firmed, as was the case for Saddam
Hussein, the punishment must then
be carried out with 30 days, in
accordance with the Courts found-
ing regulation, which specify that
no one, not even the President of
the Republic, can use any right of
pardon to commute the sentences
passed.

GENEVA: MASSUD BARZANI AND JALAL TALABANI
ARE GUESTS OF THE SOCIALIST INTERNATIONAL

HE Socialist International’s

Council met over 29 and 30

June. With about 400 dele-

gates from 120 political par-

ties and organisations from all
the world’s regions, as well as a
number of Heads of State and gov-
ernments, leaders of parties and
other prominent guests making key
speeches, such as the Iraqgi Presi-
dent, Jalal Talabani and Massud
Barzani, President of Iraqgi Kurdis-
tan.

The Council tackled in its discus-
sions, the reactions of the world-
wide social-democratic movement,
and adopted a number of initiatives
for contributing to the resolution of
conflicts and of instability, round a
central theme of “Working for peace
and world stability in a world of
conflict beyond borders”. Jalal Tala-
bani made a key speech on the per-
spectives for peace in the Middle
East and introduced the discussions
on the theme of “A new road for
Irag”: "We have come from a new,

federal and democratic Irag. An
Irag that has drawn up broad
democratic freedoms for its people
on the ruins of a criminal dictator-
ship, which has committed many
crimes against its own people and
has betrayed its country” (..)
“When our people rose up to take
up the challenge of reconstruction
and renewal, it was confronted by
the Security Council’s unjust Reso-
lution 1483, passed by all its mem-
bers, including the Arabs on the
Council”, “this resolution imposed
the occupation on us (..) and
deprived our people of exercising
their right to build parliamentary,
political and military institutions”.
"Despite mistakes and weakness,
the failure of securing a complete
victory over terrorism, we have,
nevertheless, achieved considerable
success in the fields of political, cul-
tural and economic reconstruction”,
declared Mr. Talabani.

The President of Iraqi Kurdistan,
Massud Barzani, for his part

“thanked the Socialist International
for its support for the people of
Kurdistan and their legitimate
rights”. “"As you all know, we are
building a very young democratic
experiment in Iragi Kurdistan. We
need your support and the support
of all our friends to help us
strengthen and consolidate this
democracy, so that it may become
a launching pad from which democ-
racy could spread to other regions
of Iraq”. "In the region of Kurdis-
tan, we enjoy more stability and
security than in the rest of Iraq.
However, we cannot yet speak of
absolute security. The security we
enjoy has allowed us to advance in
reconstruction and investment and
in the creation of legal institutions
for the region”. Mr. Barzani
declared.

“We have often expressed our will -
ingness to make the experience and
knowledge gained in the Kurdistan
region available to our brothers in
Baghdad so as to help them draw
up solutions for other regions of
Iraq that are suffering from terror-
ism” (...) "We have never been part
of their problem, we have been and
remain part of the solution. The
Kurdistanis have, indeed. Con-
tributed to the political process, to
the national elections and the draft-
ing of a progressive and democratic
Constitution for Iraq”. (...) "The
Kurdistan Parliament and people
have applied in practice the desire
of the people of Kurdistan to live in
a federal, democratic and pluralistic
Irag, and we are committed to a
united Iraq so long as the rest of
the country observes the present
Constitution — that guarantor of
the unity of Iraq”, stressed the
President of Iraqgi Kurdistan.

“The experience of other peoples
and nations has proved the failure
of all restrictive unions as well as of
all the difficult divisions” (...) "The
Kurds, the Turcomen, the
Chaldeans and the Assyrians are
contributing to the experiment in
the region of Kurdistan. We are
about to submit the region’s Consti-
tution to the people of Kurdistan in
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the context of a referendum. This
Constitution will guarantee freedom
and rights to all”, he added.

“I affirm that, in Kurdistan, we are
and remain unhesitatingly of one
mind with the front against terror-
ism” (...) "We must also face up to
threats and the build up of military
forces that periodically take place
on the other side of and along our
borders. Our policy is to extend a
hand of friendship and cooperation
to our neighbours. We reject the
language of threats and counter it
with that of dialogue. I appeal to
you to support our democratic
experiment and to reject the
threats that are facing us”, conclud-
ed Mr. Barzani.

The Socialist International declared
its support for the “Iraqi President’s
efforts as well as the efforts of
those backing him up in the task of
establishing a democratic and fed-
eral system”. “"After a dictatorial
regime has reigned for 35 years —
during which the civil and political
rights of the Iraqgi people have been
violated, ethnic and religious perse-
cution encouraged — and an armed
conflict with neighbouring nations,
Irag is, today, undertaking a
process of national reconstruction
that deserves to be fully recognised
and supported”, the Council
stressed.

The Socialist International has pub-
lished a statement, called the
“Geneva Declaration”, which reads,
essentially as follows: “Iraq is a
reality that strikes us forcibly every
day. In our anxiety about the con-
tinuation of the vulnerable situation
in which the Iraqi people are living,
we express our solidarity with the
leaders of that country who are
bravely and tenaciously persisting
in their efforts to build a free,
democratic and peaceful society, to
put an end to the reign of terror
and to enable the advance, as a
sovereign nation, towards the build-
ing of modern society of inclusion
and opportunity for all. While recall-
ing the earlier resolutions of the
Socialist International, we issue a

call for putting an end to the pres-
ence of all international troops and
their withdrawal as soon as possi-
ble, when circumstances allow it
with the support of the Iraqi
people”. The International also re-
iterated “most energetically its con-
demnation of terrorist actions
aimed at different sectors of Iraqgi
society, which, nevertheless have

failed to break national spirit,
inspired as it is by the desire for
reconstruction for taking control of
their own destiny”. The Internation-
al called on all the other States in
the region to “abstain from interfer-
ing in the internal affairs of Iraq, to
respect its independence, its sover-
eignty and its national unity”.

DIYARBEKIR: THE MAYOR OF THE SUR DISTRICT
RELEIVED OF HIS OFFICE FOR HAVING PROPOSED
THE USE OF KURDISH IN MUNICIPAL PUBLIC SERVICES

N 14 June, the Turkish State
Council decided to dismiss
from office a Kurdish mayor
of Diyarbekir Province for
having proposed the use of
Kurdish in municipal services.
Abdullah Demirtas, Mayor of Sur, a
small municipality in the centre of
Diyabekir Province, for having
advocated, at the beginning of the
year, "multi-lingual services to the
population” of his Kurdish-speaking
community. So as better to commu-
nicate with the users of municipal
services, he had also distributed
brochures in Armenian, English and
Syriac. The State council unani-
mously ruled that the use of any
other language than Turkish in “offi-
cial” papers was contrary to the
Constitution and Turkish law.

This body, the country’s highest
administrative court, also decided
to dissolve the townships municipal
Council, which had approved the
mayor’s decision. Mr. Demirtas, a
member of the country’s principal
pro-Kurdish party, the Party for a
Democratic Society (DTP) had
already been tried and acquitted for
this matter by a criminal court.

Moreover, on 4 June, a Turkish Pub-
lic Prosecutor started proceedings
against Ahmet Turk, the DTP Presi-
dent, who he accused of having
called the leader of the Kurdistan
Workers’ Party (PKK), Abdullah
Ocalan, “Mister Ocalan”. This Public

Prosecutor is demanding up to
three years imprisonment for Mr.
Turk, for “justifying crime” and
“justifying a criminal”. In a state-
ment made on 21 March in
Diyarbekir, during the celebration of
Newroz, the Kurdish New Year, the
Kurdish political leader had used
the term “sayin” (a Turkish formula
of politeness meaning “hon-
ourable”, used for “Mister’) to des-
ignate Abdullah Ocalan, who is con-
sidered in Turkey as public enemy
N°1 and has been serving a life
sentence in isolation since 1999 on
the island prison of Imrali. Ahmet
Turk has already twice been sen-
tenced for similar offences commit-
ted in January 2006 and in March
2007, but the carrying out of these
sentences have been suspended
pending a decision by the Appeal
Court. The decision of the Prosecu-
tor comes at a time of preparation
for early General Elections that are
planned for 22 July.

The DTP, Turkey’s principal pro-Kur-
dish party, which has little chance
of sending members to parliament,
will be backing independent candi-
dates, mainly coming from its own
ranks, in these 22 July elections.
The Turkish parliament has several
members of Kurdish origin, but
parties that call for recognition of
Kurdish identity are regularly sub-
jected to legal proceedings and
banned and are unable to reach the
threshold of 10% of the overall
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national vote required for a party to
represented in Parliament —
despite the fact that they arrive at
the top of the polls in Turkish Kur-
distan and regularly win elections
to the local authorities. Indepen-
dent candidates, of course, cannot
be and are not subjected to this
threshold. Leyla Zana, the former
Member of Parliament, jailed for
ten years (1994-2004) and winner
of the European Parliament’s
Sakharov Human Rights Prize and
her three fellow prisoners Hatip
Dicle, Sirri Sakik and Orhan Dogan,
all former M.P.s, are forbidden to
stand for elections because of their

prison record of “offences of opin-
ion”.

Elsewhere, Mr. Irfan Dundar, one of
Abdullah Ocalan’s lawyers, was
sentenced on 13 June to nine
months jail. Mr. Dundar will, how-
ever, remain free pending consider-
ation of his appeal by the Appeal
Court. Mr. Dundar was sued for
“helping and harbouring a terrorist
organisation” after being arrested
at the Turkish-lraqi border as he
was returning, according to deposi-
tions  signed by  “Kurdish
repentants”, from a visit to a PKK
camp in Iragi Kurdistan.

THE IRAQI PRESIDENT, JALAL TALABANI,
ON A STATE VISIT TO CHINA

N 20 June, the Iragi Presi-

dent, Jalal Talabani, began a

one-week visit to China. Mr.

Talabani is the first Iraqi

President to visit China since
diplomatic relations were estab-
lished in 1958. Apart from Nanjing,
a historic Mecca that contains Sun
Yat Sen’s Mausoleum, he visited
Beijing and Xi’an, the capital of
Shanxi province (North West
China). During his stay in Beijing,
he met the Chinese president, Hu
Jintao, the Chairman of the Perma-
nent Committee of the Chinese Peo-
ple’s National Assembly, Wu Bang-
guo and the Chinese Prime Minister,
Wen Jiabao. China and Iraq also
signed four agreements, including
one cancelling part of the lIraqi
debt. The two countries announced
the signature of an agreement to
cancel the Iragi debt, following a
meeting between the Chinese Presi-
dent, Hu Jintao and his Iraqi oppo-
site number. "We will reduce or
cancel the Iraqi debt to a great
extent and will take part in the
effort of training Iraqgis in the areas
of economics, fuel and power,
diplomacy and management”,
declared the spokesman for the
Chinese Foreign Ministry, Qin Gang,
at a Press conference. No detailed
figures were given about the extent

of these debt cancellations. The
Iragi debt to China is about $8 bil-
lion (5.95 billion euros).

The Iragi President left Nanjing on
26 June to return home. Before
leaving Nanjing, the 3rd stage of
his seven-day visit to China, Presi-

dent Talabani met the Provincial
Governor, Mr. Ling Boahua. During
this meeting, Mr. Talabani said how
impressed he was by the great
changes that had taken place in the
province that he had first visited 52
years earlier. He pointed out that
relations between Irag and China
had progressed significantly over
the last few years and that he con-
sidered his visit to China was a suc-
cess. "I hope to return soon”,
stressed Mr. Talabani, adding that
his delegation “was bearing a mes-
sage of friendship from the Chinese
people to the Iragi government and
people”. Mr. Liang Baohua stated
that Jingsu was one of the most
open and developed regions of
China and that it was ready to
extend economic, cultural and edu-
cational cooperation with Iraq.

The Iraqi President announced,
moreover, that his country had
reached an agreement with china to
buy “arms at advantageous prices”
from it. The two countries also
reached an agreement providing for
the training in China of “600 Iraqgi
scientists”, he added.

THE TURKISH ARMY CHIEF OF STAFT IS
CALLING ON THE GOVERNMENT TO
GIVE ORDERS FOR AN INCURSION INTO
IRAQI KURDISTAN

N 16 June, the Turkish Prime
Minister, Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan, invited his Iragi opposite
number, Nuri al-Maliki, to
come to Ankara so as to dis-
cuss measures to be taken to pre-
vent fighters of the Kurdistan Work-
ers’ Party (PKK) who have found
refuge on the extreme limits of Kur-
distan, from crossing its borders.
Mr. Erdogan stated to the CNN-TV
news channel that he was waiting
for a reply to a letter he had recent-
ly sent to Mr. al-Maliki, proposing
discussions around the end of June.
Mr. Erdogan’s proposal comes at a

time when heated discussion is tak-
ing place in Turkey over the timeli-
ness of sending troops into lraqi
Kurdistan, ostensibly to dislodge
the PKK. The Turkish Army has
been asking, since April, for political
authorisation to launch a cross-bor-
der operation so as to neutralise the
PKK’s camps. At the end of May, the
Turkish Armed Forces Chief of Staff,
General Yasar Buyukanit publicly
recalled that the Army was in
favour of such an incursion but that
it was up to the government to take
the decision. He re-iterated this
statement during a press confer-
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ence televised on 27 June. The
Chief of Staff asked the government
to give political instructions for an
incursion by troops into lraqgi Kur-
distan. "Will we go into Northern
Iraq (Kurdistan) simply to fight the
PKK rebels or what shall we do, for
example, if we are attacked by local
groups of Iraqi Kurds?”, asked Gen-
eral Buyukanit. "It is necessary to
know the political objectives of this
fight and then the army will decide
what kind of force it needs to
achieve them and will ask for offi-
cial agreement”, he added. “In April
I had said that an offensive across
the border would be beneficial and
today I still think so”, added the
general, confirming that “a plan”
was being prepared.

The Turkish government, with the
approach of elections planned for
22 July, is telling another side of the
story. On 12 June the Prime Minis-
ter clearly opposed any Turkish
army incursion, taking the risk of
distancing himself from the all-pow-
erful Turkish Army. “Is the struggle
being waged inside our country
over for us to now concern our-
selves with Iraq? Have the 5,000
terrorists in the mountains of
Turkey been so completely annihi-
lated that we have to concern our-
selves with 500 others who have
taken refuge in Iraq?”, asked Mr.
Erdogan, speaking just before a
meeting of civilian and military
leaders devoted to measures to be
taken against the PKK. Mr. Erdogan
considered that a Turkish operation
in Iragi Kurdistan “is the last thing
to think of doing”, affirming that all
ways of dialogue should be
exhausted first. He did not, howev-
er, completely close the door on
Turkish intervention. "“If such a
thing proves necessary, it will not
be announced so noisily in
advance”, he remarked. Questioned
on 19 June on his plane when trav-
elling to the countryside near the
Armenian border, the head of the
government declared: “We are con-
tinuing discussions with the Armed
Forces. If need be, we will take the
necessary measures (for a cross
border operation) because we can-

not let the PKK continue its attacks
(...) but, first of all, our Iragi neigh-
bour and the United States should
take measures to this effect,
because this is part of the struggle
against terrorism”. On 14 June, the
Turkish Foreign Minister, Abdullah
Gul, for his part, asked the lIraqgi
government to prevent the PKK
from crossing its borders, stating
that Turkey will do everything to
ensure the security of its citizens.
“We expect of Irag that it ensure
the security of its borders or, if it is
unable to do so, that the coalition
forces do it or, failing this, cooper-
ate with those who are capable of
resolving the problem”, he stated
during a conference on security in
Istanbul. The Turkish press has
published information on plans to
set up a buffer zone going p to 15
Km into Iraqi Kurdistan territory all
along the Turkish borders. Them in
some remarks published in the daily
paper Radikal, Mr. Gul warned that
Turkey would put these plans into
operation if the lIragi authorities or
the United States fail to act against
the PKK. "“All the plans have been
prepared (...) Everything, from the
best scenario to the worst is ready
on the table”, he declared, adding:
“unfortunately the level of coopera-
tion from the United States is not
up to our expectation”. “If neither
the Iraqgi not the United States gov-
ernments are able (to stop the PKK)
we will make our own decision and
carry it out’, he commented.

On 2 June, the Iragi Prime Minister
had stated that his country should
not serve as a base for operations
against its neighbours, but warned
against any interference. “Iragi soil
must be respected and no be trans-
formed into a field of operations.
We do not want to injure our neigh-
bours, but nor do we want them to
interfere in Iraq by penetrating into
the country to fight anyone what so
ever”, declared Nuri al-Maliki in the
course of a Press Conference in
Irbil, in Kurdistan. “There is no
doubt amongst our brothers, both
in the Kurdistan regional govern-
ment and in the Iraqgi national gov-
ernment, on the fact that Iraq can-

not be the starting point of attacks
against our neighbours”, he contin-
ued during this conference, broad-
cast over the public TV channel
Iraqgia. “If there is the slightest
problem, we must not have
recourse to violence because this
will only increase the intensity of
the problem”, he warned.

The President of the Kurdistan
autonomous region, Massud
Barzani, opted for moderation. “I do
not want to use the language of
threats, war will not resolve prob-
lems. We want to discuss with them
in all friendship”, he declared refer-
ring to the Turkish authorities. On
30 May, the US Army transferred
responsibility for security of three
Kurdish provinces of Iraq, Irbil,
Suleimaniyah and Dohuk, to the
Kurdistan regional government.
Moreover, on 3 June, Massud
Barzani denounced the shelling of
Iragi Kurdistan mountains by the
Turkish Army. “There have been
attacks by Turkish forces in sectors
close to the border but, for the
moment, no invasion if Kurdish ter-
ritory in Iraq”, he declared during a
press conference in Irbil. President
Jalal Talabani stressed, during the
same press conference, that Iraq
would not accept “any interference
in its internal affaires”. The Turkish
forces shelled the mountain region
of Hadji Umran, where PKK activists
have sought refuge. Witnesses
declare that the shelling lasted
about thirty minutes but had
caused no casualties. A few days
ago Turkey massed troops along its
border with Iragi Kurdistan, a move
that fuelled speculation on a possi-
ble incursion into Iraqi territory. The
Iraqgi Foreign Ministry announced on
9 June that it had sent an official
letter to a Turkish envoy in the
country to protest at this Turkish
shelling of the Kurdish provinces.
According to a communiqué made
public by the Ministry, the lraqi
Deputy Foreign Minister, Muham-
mad al-Haj, summoned the Turkish
chargé d’affaires to give him a let-
ter "protesting at the shelling in the
provinces of Dohuk and Irbil which
caused substantial damage, fires
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and panic in the population™.
According to Jabar Yawar,
spokesman for the Kurdish security
forces (peshmergas) "the Turkish
artillery shelled for 45 minutes at
dawn, near villages of Dohuk
province”. “Shells fell near of
Kashan, Batuwa, Mullakantili, Nzuri
and Kisti”, near Zakho. “Iraqg will
reject any proxy wars conducted on
its territory, unlike the old regime”,
affirmed the authorities in this letter.

The Turkish generals are looking for
the slightest incident to go over the
top. The simple checking of identity,
at gun point, of Turkish soldiers out
of uniform by Kurdish peshmergas
in the city of Suleimaniyah on 1
June provoked a virulent commu-
niqué from the General Staff, which
was not its first threat. The Kurdish
authorities tried to tone down the
incident, that occurred just 48
hours after the US Forces had
handed over security of the region
to the Kurds. A perfect excuse for
the Turkish Army, which claims its
intervention in Kurdistan is neces-
sary against the PKK — but above
all against the lraqi Kurds... The
Americans are opposed to any Turk-
ish intervention that might desta-
bilise the area least affected by the
sectarian violence that is tearing
Iraq apart, while NATO General Sec-
retary Jaap de Hoop Scheffer, while
visiting Ankara on 12 June urged
Turkey to act with a “maximum of
restraint” with regards to lIraqi Kur-
distan.

The Turkish army is at the moment
conducting large-scale operations
against the PKK in Turkish Kurdis-
tan. On 12 June, the latter accused
the Turkish General Staff of being
responsible for the upsurge of vio-
lence and announced that it would
stop its actions if the Turkish Army
did likewise. “There has been a
noteworthy growth in the actions
(of the Army) despite the fact that
the unilateral cease-fire observed
by our movement since 1st October
2006 has not been officially bro-
ken”, stressed the organisation, in a
communiqué reported in the pro-

Kurdish news agency Firat.

This communiqué states that the
PKK attacks come under the head-
ing of “self defence”. According to
General llker Basbug, Commander
in Chief of Turkish land forces, the
attacks have killed 64 Turkish sol-
diers, which represents an increase
of 65 % over the previous year. He
estimates that about 220 Kurdish
fighters have been killed or cap-
tured over the same period. Accord-
ing to him, "between 2,800 and 3,
100 PKK terrorists are operating in
Northern Irag” and 1,800 to 1,900
in Turkey, mainly in the provinces of
Sirnak and Siirt. He estimates the
total number of Kurdish forces at
between 5,100 and 5.650. On 6
June, against the background of
this increase of Turkish army activi-
ty against the PKK, he declared
several Kurdish areas “temporary
security zones” following the incur-
sion, according to Turkish security
officials and one Iraqi Kurdish offi-
cial, of several hundreds of Turkish
soldiers into Iraqi Kurdistan. How-
ever, the Turkish and US authorities
have denied this entry of Turkish
troops. The Turkish Army did not
give details of what was meant by
“temporary security zones”. Some
Turkish media believe that they are
areas where overflights by commer-
cial aircraft are banned. According
to others, it means the imposition
of supplementary security mea-
sures and that access to these

regions will be severely restricted
and controlled. In a communiqué
published on its Internet site, the
Turkish Army specified the location
of these places and indicated that
they would be maintained until 9
September without giving any fur-
ther details. According to the press,
these locations cover areas in the
more northerly Kurdish provinces of
Sirnal, Hakkari and Siirt.

Moreover, Iran is regularly shelling
Iragi Kurdistan villages, accused of
sheltering fighters of PEJAK, an
Iranian Kurdistan party close to the
PKK. Moreover, five Iranian soldiers
have been killed in clashes with
Kurdish fighters or by stepping on a
mine. On 10June two soldiers were
killed near Maku, a Kurdish town-
ship in the province of "Western
Azerbaijan”. Two others were killed
by persons unknown near Mahabad,
a Kurdish town in the same
province. Finally, a fifth was killed
in armed clashes near Piranshahr
(Western Azerbaijan) by stepping
on a mine. Already, at the end of
May, seven soldiers and ten Kurdish
fighters had been killed during
armed clashes in this region. The
Iranian province of Western Azer-
baijan, that adjoins Turkish and
Iragi Kurdistan, is inhabited by
Kurds, with an Azerbaijani minority
in the towns. It has been the scene
for over a year of regular clashes
between the Iranian Army and Kur-
dish militants, mainly of PEJAK.

IRAQI KURDISTAN: THE ECONOMY IS GROWING
THANKS TO THE LEGISLATION PASSED
BY THE REGIONAL GOVERNMENT

PARED by the war ravaging
Irag, Kurdistan’s economy is
experiencing exceptional
growth. Tower cranes are
springing up in the country-
side, brand new blocks of flats,
offices and shopping centres are
rising out of the ground — firms are
even recruiting labour from Nepal
and Bangladesh. “It was not all that

easy to attract investors, because
Kurdistan is part of a country at
war, but we concentrated on one
point: guaranteeing security and
political stability”, explained Falah
Mustafa Bakir, responsible for Inter-
national Relations with the regional
government. One of the first laws
adopted by the new Kurdistan gov-
ernment allows foreign investors to
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own all the capital of a firm, to
repatriate the profits exempts them
from taxation for ten years. Of the
5,000 firms registered in Kurdistan,
600 are foreign, of which 75% are
Turkish.

Kurdistan, kept out of oil invest-
ments during the Saddam Hussein
regime, is a land rich in “black
gold”, which is increasingly attract-
ing foreign companies. Over 600
square Km of ochre and stony hills,
near Taq Taq, in the heart of the
autonomous region, the drill of the
TTopco oil company, a joint venture
between the Turkish company
Genel Enerii and the Geneva-based
Canadian company Addax Petrole-
um, drilling deep into the rock to
reach the reserves. TTopco has fin-
ished the drilling of three wells,
which should produce a total of
75,000 barrels a day. Three others
are to be drilled by the end of the
year.

The proven reserves of Kurdistan
only represent 2.9% of the 115 bil-
lion barrels buried under the feet of
the Iraqis — the world’s third
largest reserves — but experts
expect fresh discoveries. According
to Kemal Afaraci, the assistant to
the site chief: "2.9% is just an esti-
mate, we don’t really know. It is
virgin soil here”, stressing the
absence of any investments during
the Saddam Hussein regime. By
way of comparison, lraq is produc-
ing nearly 2 million barrels a day,
the overwhelming majority from
the Basra region (Southern lIraq).
Unlike the rest of the country, Kur-
distan, spared the violence reigning
elsewhere, is attracting foreign
investors. The Norwegian company
DNO, the Turkish Petoil group and
the Canadian Western Oil Sands,
are also carrying out prospecting in
the region. These company’s con-
tracts are sharing agreements
signed with the Kurdistan regional
government, and some of them are
due to start producing in a few

months time. They provide for
these companies financing the
drilling and operation of sites
against a share of future produc-
tion. However, the national Oil Law
due to be passed soon, provides for
the oil sector to be supervised by a
Federal organisation, which has to
endorse any contracts drawn up. In
May, the Iraqgi Oil Minister, Hussein
Shahristani, declared that any con-
tracts concluded before the passing
of this law would be invalid. Falah
Mustafa Bakir, the Minister for
International Relations of the Kur-
dish government refuses to worry.
“These contracts are in line with
international standards and are
compatible with the Oil Bill”, he
insisted.

The Oil Bill is one of the key ele-
ments of the future American eval-
uation of the progress achieved by
the Iragi government. It aims at an
equitable sharing of oil revenues
between the provinces. The
autonomous Kurdish region should
enjoy 17% of the total, as it
claimed, in accordance with an
agreement signed on 21 June
between Baghdad and the Kurdis-
tan Regional Government.

The main problem for the compa-
nies operating in Kurdistan remains
exporting their crude oil. The must
wait for the Oil Law to be passed
before negotiating their export
licences. Moreover, the pipeline
linking Iraq to the oil terminal at
Ceyhan, in Turkey goes through
Kirkuk and is regularly attacked
and closed. “We are thinking about
an alternative that could be to con-
nect Taqg Taq directly to the Turkish
border”, stressed Mr. Afaraci. Kur-
distan should, in any case, keep its
lead with foreign investors — espe-
cially if it recovers Kirkuk and its
region, which is rich in oil and
whose population is largely Kur-
dish, as proposed in the Constitu-
tion, for which a referendum is due
to be held by the end of the year.
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However the average monthly wage
is about $400 and the majority of
the Kurds, often obliged to hold
down two jobs, are suffering from
the increase in the prices of hous-
ing and food. The latter is almost
all imported, mainly from Turkey,
since local agriculture, largely
destroyed by the Anfal operations,
is still not very productive. “Sad-
dam’s Iraq was socialist and we are
going towards a market economy.
Negative effects are always seen
during the transition phase, but the
population is, all the same, living
better than before”, insists Aziz
Ibrahim Abdo, Director General of
the Ministry of Trade.

Tens of thousands of Arabs have
come to seek asylum in lIraqi
Kurdistan, the only region that has
been spared the sectarian violence
that are bathing the country in
blood. Many Kurds of Mossul, a
mixed city ravaged by violence that
lies on the Southern borders of
Kurdistan, are joining this exodus.
On 14 June, the Kurdish
authorities, faced with this influx,
opened a camp at Khazir, in the
district of Khabat, between Mossul
and Irbil, on the route by which
many refugees arrive. “We have to
help these people, they have left
everything to come here, but my
district could not take care of any
more. We have asked the province
to open this camp”, explained
Rizgar Mohammed, the mayor of
the district.

“Our sanitary equipment is no
longer sufficient, nor is our
production of electricity. Their
presence in causing an increase in
the price of housing, in
unemployment and sometimes we
have classes of 60 children”, he
stated. About thirty Km from Irbil,
about 250 tents bearing the initials
of the UN High Commission for
Refugees (UNHCR) are thus lined
up to receive the refugees.
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AN ASSESSMENT OF THE WAR IN IRAQ :
1,227 CIVILIANS KILLED

IN JUNE — 36% LESS THAN IN MAY

According to government

statistics, the number of

civilians killed in Iraq fell in

June to the lowest level

since the beginning of the
security operation started in Febru-
ary by the US and lIraqi forces.
According to figures collected from
the Ministries of the Interior,
Defence and Health, 1,227 civilians
suffered a violent death in June,
which is 36% less than in May. This
makes it the lowest recorded figure
in five months. While the US Army
authorities report that the number
of attacks in Iraq over the last few
months is unchanged, there has
been a notable reduction, over the
last few weeks, in car bomb
attacks, which produce the heaviest
casualties. According to the latest
statistics, 222 Iraqi policemen and
soldiers were also killed in June —
slightly more than the month
before.

The US Army, for its part, declared
that the US and lIraqgi forces, four
months after launching the security
operation intended to stabilise the
Iraqi capital and avoid the whole
country falling into civil war, still
only control about a third of Bagh-
dad. In the context of this cam-
paign, 18,000 US troops have been
deployed to strengthen those in and
around the capital. On 4 June, the
New York Times reported that,
according to an internal assessment
of the Army command, the US
Army and lIraqgi forces controlled
146 neighbourhoods of Baghdad’s
457. According to this one-page
Army report, either the troops have
not yet started operations or they
are still meeting resistance in the
remaining 311 neighbourhoods. The
number of US troops killed in Iraq
since the start of the intervention in
March 2003 passed the 3,500 mark
following the death of three soldiers
on June 10 in a suicide bomb attack
near Mahmudiyah, South of Bagh-

dad. Nearly 85,000 US and Iraqi
soldiers have been mobilised in the
context of the Baghdad security
plan, launched four months earlier.
With the arrival of the latest rein-
forcements, 160,000 US troops will
be deployed in Iraq. Some 5,500
British soldiers are also deployed in
Iraq, especially round Basra, the
country’s second largest city, some
550 Km South of Baghdad, but this
contingent is due to be reduced by
1,600 by the end of the year. Some
156 British soldiers have been killed
in Iraq since the start of the armed
intervention.

Moreover, a car bomb attack
against a Shiite mosque in the cen-
tre of Baghdad on 19 June cast the
lives of 87 people, making it the
bloodiest attack perpetrated in the
capital since the one that had
caused 140 deaths in a market
place last April. Around 2 p.m. (10
a.m. GMT) a lorry bomb exploded in
a car park adjoining the Al-Khallani
mosque in the Sinak quarter of
Baghdad, two days after the lifting
of the total curfew imposed on
Baghdad. The explosion made a
crater three meters deep and six
across. This attack came as 10,000
US and lIraqgi troops were launching
a large-scale operation against the
al-Qaida terrorist network in Diyala
Province, North of Baghdad, where
thousands of people have been
killed in terrorist attacks in the last
year. Moreover, the two minarets of
Samarra’s Shiite mausoleum, North
of Baghdad, were destroyed on 13
June in another attack, less than a
year after the destruction of its
dome in a similar attack, giving rise
to fears of a fresh outbreak of sec-
tarian violence in Iraq.

The destruction of the dome of this
mausoleum, in a bomb attack on 22
February 2006, had sparked off an
explosion of sectarian violence
throughout Iraq. The mausoleum

houses the tombs of Ali al-Hadi and
of Hassan al-Askari, the tenth and
eleventh Imams of the Shiite faith.
Samarra is a centre of pilgrimage,
greatly venerated by Shiites, the
more so as it is the place where the
12th or “hidden Imam” disap-
peared. Hundreds of people demon-
strated against this attack in the
Shiite cities of Nassiriyah, Kerbala,
Najaf, Samawa and Basra. The
Grand Ayatollah, Ali Sistani, the
highest religious authority of Iraqi
Shiism, had called on "believers to
abstain from vengeance on inno-
cent people and the religious sites
of others”. However, some hours
after the Samarra attack, four
Sunni mosques were targeted in
attacks in Iskandariyah, 60 Km
South of Baghdad, and in Baghdad
itself.

On the other hand, the US Army
announced at the beginning of June
that Sunni Arab tribal leaders of
Salaheddin province (North of
Baghdad) had joined with the
provincial authorities in the struggle
against al-Qaida. The winning over
of tribal coalitions, partly consisting
of former insurgents, is now part of
US strategy in lIraq. In Anbar
province, the bastion of the Sunni
Arab insurrection in Western lIraq,
an alliance of tribal chiefs, “The
Awakening of Anbar” is backing the
Iraqi security forces and US troops
in their struggle against al-Qaida.

AS WELL AS ...

e PESHMERGAS ARE BEING
DEPLOYED IN DIYALA PRO-
VINCE. Over 2,000 peshmergas
will be deployed in Diyala Province
(North-East of Baghdad), which has
been prey to endemic violence.
“Four regiments of 560 peshmergas
will be deployed (in Diyala Province)
in the next few days to help the US
and Iraqi forces”, declared General
Jabbar Yawar, the peshmerga
spokesman. These forces are being
sent to the Northern parts of the
province, largely inhabited by Shiite
Kurds, such as the towns of Mandeli
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and Khanakin. This deployment is
the first assignment of peshmergas
outside the autonomous region of
Kurdistan since the transfer of
responsibility for security of that
region to the Kurdish security forces
in May. Some Kurdish brigades of
the Iragi Army had already been
sent to Baghdad to take part in the
security plan launched in February
to try and stamp out the largely

sectarian violence in the lraqgi capi-
tal.

Diyala province, which reproduces
Iraq’s make-up in miniature, with a
mixed population of Sunni Arabs,
Shiites, and Kurds, is the scene of
daily sectarian violence, and the
Iragi branch of al-Qaida is well
established there. The casualties
suffered by US troops and lraqi
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security forces have increased here
over the last few months. A suicide
bomb attack on a police station at
Mandeli on 13 June caused five
deaths among the Kurdish police.
Diyala borders on Suleimaniyah,
one of the three provinces, along
with Irbil and Dohuk, under the
responsibility of the regional gov-
ernment of Kurdistan.
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mE®E analyse la journaliste Defne
Giirsoy (3). Une petite formation comme
1'ODP réunit 30000 membres: écologistes
de gauche, défenseurs des droits des
minorités et des libertés. Selon les termes
d'Ufur Uras, I'un de ses dirigeants, elle
se prononce «cortre la mainmise des
militaires sur le pouvoir et contre le
caractére ultra-libéral de la politique de
’AKP». Mais 'ODP a recueilli moins
de 1% des voix, lors des derniéres
1égislatives.

La polarisation politique entre partisans
de FAKP et nationalistes est, il est vrai,
favorisée par la loi électorale mise en
place aprés le coup d’Etat de 1997.
Elle fixe notamment un seuil de 10 %
des voix pour accéder au parlement.
Conséquence, avec 34 % des voix,
I'AKP a raflé en 2002 prés des deux
tiers des siéges de I'assemblée -le CHP
n’ayant de son c6té recueilli que 19 %

¢S milliers de manitestan
TS PRI

des voix (4). Alliée au mode de scrutin,
la faiblesse de la gauche a permis
I’AKP de se poser en alternative au
«conservatisme autoritaire des partis
kémalistes », selon 1’expression d’Ah-

met Insel. Et de fait, le parti a permis

au pays «de faire un grand bond en
avant démocratique durant les deux
premiéres années de la législature».
Un bond qui visait a mettre la Tur-
quie en conformité avec les critéres de
Copenhague, préalable a I’ouverture
des négociations pour ’adhésion du
pays a I’'Union européenne.
Ainsi, peut-on mettre a I’actif de 'AKP
I’abolition de la peine de mort, la
lutte contre la torture, des progrés
dans la liberté de la presse et I’en-
seignement des langues régionales,
ainsi qu’une limitation du pouvoir
de ’armée, entreprise avant son arri-
vée au pouvoir. Ainsi, depuis 2001,
les militaires sont mino-
ritaires au sein du Conseil de
sécurité nationale (MGK) ins-
tauré en 1982 pour contréler
I’action du gouvernement,
et cette instance est désor-
mais purement consultative.
En 2004, la présence de I’ar-
mée a été également réduite
au sein du Haut Conseil de
I’éducation, les tribunaux
de streté de I’Etat abolis, et
les ressources publiques af-
fectées a I’armée controlées
«Mais ces réformes se sont
essoufflées au cours des deux
derniéres années», rappelle
Ufur Uras de I'ODP. Est-ce,
comme le pense Ahmet Insel,
«par dépit amoureux face au
blocage des négociations d’en-
trée dans I'Union européenne»?
Ou du fait d’un durcissement
de I'opposition nationaliste ?
. Toujours est-il que la liberté
_ d’expression reste drastique-
- ment limitée. Et I’article 301
du nouveau code pénal voté
en juin 2005 sanctionne «qui-
conque humilie ouvertement le
gouvernement, les organes de
justice de I’Etat, les structures
militaire ou policiére».
' Malgré ces carences, ’AKP
continue a porter les espoirs

de démocratisation d’une partie de
la société turque. Chroniqueur laic et
«libéral» au quotidien du parti, Ali
Bayramoglu témoigne que le jour-
nal de 'AKP a «ouvert ses bras aux
journalistes qui ne pouvaient plus
s’exprimer ailleurs a la suite du coup
d’Etat de 1997 ». Etyen Mahgupyan,
journaliste d’origine arménienne, a
succédé la rédaction en chef de I'heb-
domadaire Agos, a Hrant Dink assas-
siné par un jeune ultranationaliste.
Et il est par ailleurs chroniqueur dans
un journal islamiste, Zaman: «Méme
si les membres de 'AKP ne sort pas
tous des démocrates dans I’ame, leur
parti est aujourd’hui au service de la
démocratie. » Tonalité identique a la
maison d’édition Belgué, ou I'on trouve
aussi bien des ouvrages consacrés a
Marx et Gramsci que des livres sur
le génocide arménien ou la question
kurde. «CAKP est un moindre mal»
reconnait I’'un des éditeurs, Deniz
Zarakolu. Belgué qui était abonnée
aux proces depuis sa création connait
aujourd’hui un répit.

RECOMPOSITIONS ELECTORALES

Lors des dernieres législatives de 2002,
17 % des 34 % de votes que 'AKP a
recueillis ne venaient pas de sa base
propre, mais de «dégus» des autres
partis (5). Lors des prochaines légis-
latives, il pourrait bénéficier d’une
partie du vote kurde, dont les partis
ne passent jamais le cap ds 10%.
En face, le CHP a ouvert ses listes
aux candidats du Parti de la gauche
démocratique (DSP), et le Parti de
la Juste voie (DYP) -plus a droite
encore - a fusionné sa liste avec celle
de I'Anap. Mais ces recompositions
de I’opposition ne reposent sur aucun
programme et font seulement écho
au raidissement de I’armée. Un vide
politique qui pourrait faire I’affaire
de 'AKP. m NATRI NAHAPETIAN
(1) In L'Europe avant Allah, Rushen. Chakir, Altematives
intermationales, n° 31, juin-ao(t 2006.

(2) Islamist Mobilization in Turkey, a study in vernacular
politics, Jenny B. White, éd. Washington, 2002.

(3) Auteure avec Ugur Hikim d'istanbul en mouvernent,
émergence d'une société civile, éd. Autrement, 2006

(4) De méme, lors des élections locales de 2004, YAKP
avec 43% des voix au total, contre 18% pour le CHR,
s'est retrouvé élu au premier tour a la téte de la quasi-
totalité les grandes villes turques.

(5) L'ombre pesante de I'armée, Marie Jégo, Le Monde,
15 décembre 2002.
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Kurdish Iraq focuses on
investment and building

By Kirk Semple

ERBIL, Iraq: Itis ameasure of soaring
Kurdish optimism that government of-
ficiais here talk seriously about one day
challenging Dubai as the Middle East’s
main transportation and business hub.
The Kurdistan Regional Government

is betting that it can, investing $325 mil-

lion in a modernist terminal at the Erbil
International Airport to handle — offi-
cials hope — millions of passengers a
year and a runway that will be big
enough to handle the new double-deck-
er Airbus A380.

“We're not saying Kurdistan is heav-
en,” said Herish Muharam, chairman of
the Kurdish government’s Board of In-
vestment. “But we’re telling investors
that Kurdistan can be that heaven.”

As the rest of Iraq has plunged into a
downward spiral, Kurdistan has en-
joyed relative political stability and lim-
ited violence, in part owing to a sectari-
an and political homogeneity lacking
elsewhere in the country.

Kurdistan’s rising fortunes have been
no more apparent than in the wave of
building and investment that has swept
the region in the past four years. Iraqis
and foreigners alike have poured in bil-
lions of dollars, defiantly wagering that
the region — with a population of about
4.2 million, its own army and a semi-
autonomous government — will remain
relatively peaceful even if the rest of
Iraq slips deeper into civil war.

Where explosions and bomb-scarred
buildings have been a defining symbol
elsewhere in Iraq, construction cranes
are now a common feature on the Kurd-
ish landscape, tugging hotels, shopping
centers, and office and housing com-
plexes from the ground.

While public infrastructure is still
suffering from chronic underinvest-
ment, the regional government has ap-
proved more than $4 billion worth of
mostly private development projects
since August, when the Board of Invest-

ment was created. Billions of dollars’
worth of other projects were already
under way. -

Much of the money is coming from
overseas, including the United States,
Europe, the Gu!f countries, Iran and
Turkey, officials say.

The Kurdistan Regional Government
has placed special emphasis on attract-
ing investors from the United States and
Britain, unleashing a slick advertising
campaign in English dubbed “The Oth-
er Iraq,” which includes television com-
mercials featuring romantic shots of
Kurdistan’s mountains, and waving,
cherubic children.

“It’s spectacular, it’s joyful,” intones
a narrator in one 30-second spot. “It’s
not a dream. It’s the other Iraq.”

The government has also hired lob-
byists in Washington to help promote
its development agenda, urging the
State Department to change its travel
warning for Iraq to distinguish Kur-

rk,forThe ew York Times

'_- A_'_l‘eenagers at a new bowling alley in Sulaimaniya, Irag, one of many investments by Kurds returning to their homeland from abroad.
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distan from the rest of the country. Iraqi
officials regard the travel warning as an
impediment to investment and tour-
ism.

Even with the negative travel advis-
ory, development has been booming.
Contractors have been clearing savan-
nah and brush here in the capital of
Kurdistan to build suburban residential
complexes that go by names like the
English Village 5.

One development, Dream City (“The
Most Elegant Square Kilometer in
Irag™), will include about 1,200 houses
priced between $180,000 and $700,000,
as well as three schools, a supermarket, a
restaurant, recreation areas, a casino and
a mosque, according to Amer Ibrahim,
the project’s manager and architect.

The principal partner in the Dream
City project is also building a U.S.-style
mega-mall with 6,500 shops and four
office towers in Erbil, one of the oldest
continuously inhabited towns in the
world.

Several luxury hotels are under con-
struction, including one by the hotel
chain Kempinski. A joint venture be-
tween Austrian, Turkish and Kurdish
investors is developing a 500-bed hospi-
tal in Erbil. There is even talk of a Bur-

. ger King franchise and a ski resort.
Asked about the most compelling
ideas circulating in the investor com-
" munity here, Ibrahim responded, “Ev-
erything, everything, everything.” He
-went on: “There’s a big lack of every-

thing. There are no services, no infra-

structure.”
For all the shiny new construction in
Kurdistan, there are glaring deficien-
' cies in the public sector. Kurdistan’s
residents receive at most about three
hours of electricity a day. Not all areas
of the region receive drinking water,
and the health care and education sec-
tors are anemic There are no waste wa-
ter treatment plants, and sewer systems
are inadequate: Even a moderate rain-
fall turns the streets into foul rivers.
In the immediate aftermath of the
U.S.-led invasion in 2003, Kurdistan’s

‘It’s spectacular, it’s
joyful. It's not a dream.
It’s the other lraq.’

officials were so desperate for any kind
of investment that they signed off on
numerous projects with only limited
concern for the essential needs of the
population. - :

“The government built like mad,”
said Douglas Layton, director of the Er-

- bil office of Kurdistan Development

Corp., a public-private partnership pro-
moting investment in the region.
“There was no master plan.”

To make matters worse, governmeat-
al graft went unchecked.

“The corruption was happening be-
cause of the rushing we were doing in
nearly everything in a limited amount
of time,” Muharam said in an interview
here last month. “It caused misuse, lack
of transparency.”

Many projects foundered because of
a lack of capital. Erbil, for instance, is
dotted with half-finished buildings,
roadways and overpasses.

The government is now implement-
ing a more transparent system of con-
tracting and is trying to rectify the im-
balance between public sector and
private sector development. Muharam
said the government was also trying to
strengthen the banking system and in-
surance laws to provide a more attract-
ive environment for investors. :

The government passed an invest-
ment law last year that offers generous
incentives to outside investors, includ-
ing the right of full ownership of prop-
erties, tax and customs duty exemp-
tions, repatriation and partnerships.
The goverriment has also been provid-
ing free land to developers to stimulate
construction.

Officials and investors argue that
Kurdistan offers the opportunity for na-
tional and foreign businesses to estab-
lish a foothold in Iraq with an eye toward
a 'more peaceful future when develop-

ment in the rest of Iraq will be possible.

“You can do business here today and
as the situation stabilizes down south —

. and I hope it will; it’s not looking too

good right now — you can move down
south,” Layton said.

Last December, Austrian Airlines
began twice-weekly flights between Vi-
enna and Erbil, becoming the first
European-based commercial airline to
fly into Iraq since the invasion. Taher
Horami, the airport’s director general,
said he was in discussion with other
major international airlines on opening
routes into Kurdistan.

But hovering above the development
boom is a dark question: If the situation
in the rest of Iraq continues to worsen,
will Kurdistan’s relative tranquillity
hold? And if not, will all this investment
be lost?

Two truck bomb attacks by Sunni
Arab insurgents in May against Kurdish
government targets, including one in
the center of Erbil, severely unnerved
residents and the elected leadership
here, not only because they were so
deadly — at least 69 people were killed
in the blasts — but because the last sui-
cide attack of this sort in the region had
not happened in two years.

Harry Schute Jr., a U.S. security ad-
viser to the Kurdistan Regional Govern-
ment, said the attacks may have been in-
tended to punish the Kurdistan
government for sending its pesh merga

¢ militia to help with the Baghdad securi-

ty plan. In addition, he said, insurgent

groups have repeatedly criticized the-

Kurdistan authorities for their secular-
ism and cooperation with the West.

The Kurds are anticipating an in-
crease in insurgent activity as a referen-
dum approaches on the question of
whether Kurdistan can annex oil-rich
Kirkuk and a swath of disputed territo-
ry in northern Iraq, a move opposed by
many Sunni and Shiite Arabs. The Con-
stitution calls for a vote before the end
of the year, but no date has been set.

As jarring as the latest attacks may
have been, they did not appear to derail
any development projects, according to
several government officials and
private investors,

Kurdistan’s boosters point to the re-
gion’s homogeneity, as well as a strong
military and a well-developed intelli-
gence network, as effective buttresses
against rampant violence.

“It’s relatively secure,” said Layton,

- an American who has worked for many

years in Kurdistan. “It’s not perfect, but
I'd much rather walk down the streets
of Erbil than walk down the streets of
Detroit, New York, Washington and
Chicago.”

Still, he is not taking any chances. As
he spoke, bodyguards were posted out-
side his office. And behind his desk
chair, next to an umbrella, a Kalash-
nikov leaned against the wall.

Alan Attoof contributed reporting
from Sulaimaniya.
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Maniere de voir

L & ém G :E_r e 'Le Monde diplomatique Juin - juillet 2007

[}
! I B 6 u E t E 16 Ville maudite de I’Iran, sous les islamistes comme

sous le chah, pour s’étre érigée en République autonome
de la répression subie par les Kurdes d’Iran et d’ailleurs

o kurde au lendemain de la seconde guerre mondiale,
B Dancienne cité-symbole, isolée administrativement
%/ B a a R a ) du Kurdistan, asphyxiée économiquement, niée
1 Eg E Janvier 1997.

culturellement, n’est plus qu’un obscur exemple
Par Jan Piruz *

AHABAD, CEUR DE L’EPHEMERE REPUBLIQUE KURDE proclamée en Iran le
22 janvier 1946 et dissoute par les troupes du chah Mohammad Reza en décembre de lg rr'léme
année, se situe a moins de 100 kilométres & I’est de la frontiére irakienne. Un demi-siecle
plus tard, que reste-t-il de cette ville, qui a profondément marqué I’imaginaire kurde ?

La militarisation de la région est manifeste et fausse la perception des distances. Le' re'lie':f
tourmenté ne facilite pas le contrdle de ces espaces que Téhéran voudrait bien voir dél'xml'tes
par une «zone de sécurité » afin d’y instaurer un no man’s land maitrisable. Lagglomération
de Mahabad regroupe soixante mille habitants (seize mille en 1946). Avec les_ villages
limitrophes, le sharestan (district) de Mahabad en totalise environ cent dix mille. Une

croissance démographique modeste si on la mesure & I’échelle de I'Iran,
dont le taux d’accroissement naturel a été de 3,5% en 1993. Mais le Kur-
distan est marqué par les stigmates du passé.

Le découpage administratif de Mahabad est un premier paradoxe. De
maniére arbitraire, ’ancienne capitale kurde n’appartient pas a I’ostan
(province) du Kurdistan, mais & celle de I’ Azerbaidjan occidental. Les
autorités régionales ont centré le Kurdistan iranien (1) sur la ville de
Sanandaj (ex-Sinneh), située & 280 kilométres au sud de Mahabad. De
timides mouvements d’opinion locaux ont pourtant plaidé pour un ratta-
chement & la province du Kurdistan, telle que constituée dans les
années 1930, ou bien en faveur de la création d’un autre Kurdistan dont
I’épicentre serait Mahabad. En vain. Le pouvoir central iranien, sous les
chahs comme sous les mollahs, se refuse a accorder au Kurdistan une
expression administrative qui correspondrait plus fidélement a ’aire de
peuplement de la population kurdophone.

En outre, Mahabad, «ville de la lune» en persan, est un nom imposé
par Reza Chah il y a plus de soixante ans dans le cadre d’une vaste poli-
tique de persanification des toponymes. Uancienne dénomination, Sauj-
bolagh, était d’origine turque. La ville fut fondée au xvir siécle par un
sultan Qadjar dont on peut voir le mausolée prés du nouveau cimetiére.
Pour son malheur, Mahabad ne pouvait se prévaloir, aux yeux du pouvoir
iranien, d’aucune antique légitimité perse. '

La ville a ét¢ implantée dans un bassin d’altitude encaissé dans les

contreforts des monts Zagros, dont les pics culmment a plus de 2000 métres.

Cette situation renforce le sentiment d’isolement des habitants et les

expose aux rigueurs de I’hiver. Au nord-est, la silhouette de 1’une des

* Journaliste. montagnes qui barrent I’horizon est évocatrice. Elle se dénomme Qulqulaq,
ce qui, dans un turc approximatif, veut dire «oreille de loup». En scrutant

les sommets, on découvre que les crétes sont parsemées d’installations
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militaires qui placent la ville sous contréle permanent. La méfiance régne.
Pis : les abords de ces installations sont minés et provoquent des accidents
presque quotidiens au sein de la population terrorisée.

OUR S’EN CONVAINCRE, il suffit de visiter I’hdpital de Mahabad,
construit par le dernier chah et rcbaptisé Ayatollah-Khomeiny aprés la
révolution islamique. Les victimes des mines — bergers, promeneurs,
enfants — y sont entassées sans ménagement. De quoi rappeler un autre
événement inscrit dans toutes lcs mémoires. Pendant la guerre irano-
irakienne, Mahabad, suspectée d’abriter le Parti démocratique kurde
iranien (PDKI) et les Moudjahidines de M. Massoud Radjavi — en partie
ralliés & I’Irak —, fut bombardée pendant plus de vingt jours par Parmée
iranienne.

Lors de ce siége punitif, la population qui n’avait pas réussi a fuir a dil
se terrer dans les caves et les sous-sols. Ceux qui en sortaient en quétc de
nourriture le faisaient au risque de leur vie. On estime que pres de mille
cing cents habitants, majoritairement des civils, ont péri pendant cette
opération militaire qui confinait & la guerre civile. Lobjectif proclamé des
responsables iraniens est resté tristement célébre : « La téte du serpent
kurde est a Mahabad, il faut I’écraser. » Cet acharnement aveugle a laissé
des traces.

Malgré ses soixante mille habitants, il est difficile de considérer
Mahabad comme une ville a part entiére. Il s’agit plutét d’une grosse
bourgade commergante tournée vers son environnement agricole et rural.
La dynastie des Pahlavi pas plus que la République islamique n’ont cher-
ché & développer le tissu industriel de la ville, comme pour la condamner

a une lente asphyxie. Les promesses de développement industriel du pre-
sident Hachémi Rafsandjani, de passage 4 Mahabad en aotlt 1995, sont
restées lettre morte.

Lactivité agricole est de plus en plus fragilisée, faute de débouches.
Certes, le barrage de Mahabad, construit par les Yougoslaves daus les
années 1960, a permis d’irriguer les champs de betteraves a sucre, de
tomates et de tabac, mais les retombées locales sont faibles. La valorisa-
tion de ces produits par le biais d’une industrie agroalimentaire se fait
ailleurs. Un vif sentiment d’abandon s’insinue chez les habitants. Sur-
plombant la ville, un silo & grain délabré, hérité des Soviétiques, est la
pour incarner leur misére.

Lanémie économique pousse la jeunesse kurde hors de la région, a la
recherche d’un travail, ’exposant ainsi a I’assimilation par la culture domi-
nante perse. A Mahabad, la formation universitaire est dévolue, depuis peu,
4 une «université libre islamique» qui attire également quelques étudiants
des villes limitrophes, principalement d’Ourmia, la capi-
tale de I’ Azerbaidjan occidental. Il s’agit d’un établisse-
ment privé, assez onéreux et dont tous les enseignements
sont subordonnés a la religion chiite, majoritaire en Iran.

Or le Kurdistan est essentiellement sunnite (2), d’ou de
nombreuses provocations et frictions.

Inutile de dire qu’il n’y a eu aucune manifestation
publique ni officielle pour commémorer les cinquante
ans de la République kurde. Il est interdit de se souvenir
ouvertement. De méme, les recherches historiques sur cet
épisode sont inconcevables; si le livre référence de
William Eagleton (3) a été traduit en persan et en kurde
kurmandji par un historien local, la diffusion de cette tra-
duction a été interdite dés la fin de 1982. Les témoins
directs de la République disparaissent peu a peu, quand
ils ne sont pas liquidés. Pourtant, un patient travail de
sauvetage et de restauration de cette mémoire confisquée
s’opére dans 1'ombre. Les tombes des trois dirigeants
historiques de la République kurde — notamment celle du
«président» Qazi Mohammad — pendus aprés I’entrée
des troupes iraniennes dans Mahabad restent visibles

dans I’ancien cimetiére. D’accés difficile, entourées de
hauts murs, de barriéres et de barbelés, elles sont entrete-
nues en catimini.

La place dite des « quatre lampes » est dou-
blement connotée. C’est 1a que Qazi Mohammad ins-
taura la République, le 22 janvier 1946, et c’est 1a que
ses trois principaux dirigeants furent pendus, le
31 mars 1947. Mais aucun batiment officiel n’a sur-
vécu. Tout au plus, le nouveau responsable de la ville y
a fait installer astucieusement quatre lampadaires destinés a rappeler les
événements tragiques qui se déroulérent sur cette placs circulaire.

Autre lieu de mémoire, le nouveau cimeticre, dans lequel un périmetre
est utilisé — sans aucune autorisation — pour concentrer les sépultures
d’écrivains patriotes vénérés, natifs de Mahabad. Plusieurs de ces tombes
ornées de poémes invitant le peuple kurdc au sursaut portent des traces
de balles. Sur I’une des stéles, un mot a été particulierement visé et
mutilé : «Liberté ».

Quand Uarbitraire regne,
quand la peur tenaille,
alors doivent prédominer
le double jeu et la ruse...

Alors, comment étre kurde 3 Mahabad? Le plein exercice, & décou-
vert, de son identité kurde est périlleux. Dans ce régne de I’arbitraire, il
faut trouver des voies détournées, biaisées. Le double jeu et la ruse pré-
dominent. La peur tenaille, alimentée par la répression militaire et poli-
ciére. Si la pratique de Ja langue kurde dans les lieux publics est en prin-
cipe tolérée en Iran, I’expression culturelle demeure contrariée (c’est un
euphémisme), en particulier dans les médias et I’édition. Ceux qui
s’aventurent a publier en kurde sont trés rapidement contraints a I’exil.

.MMEDIATEMENT APRES la révolution islamique, les partis, organisa-
tions, journaux et revues kurdophones ont fleuri pendant deux ans. Cette
époque dorée est révolue. Deux publications kurdes, strictement litté-
raires, ont survécu : Serva, a3 Ourmieh, et Alvena, 4 Téhéran. Aucune 3
Mahabad. En outre, les émissions en kurde a la radio et la télévision
publiques nc sont que des traductions exhaustives des bulletins officiels
et ne recueillent que trés peu d’audience. Afin de pallier 1’absence de
médias privés, les plus nantis se sont dotés d’antennes paraboliques.

Diabolisées par le régime iranien, elles sont détruites ou
confisquées par les pasdarans (gardiens de la révolution). Pour
assouvir leur besoin d’information libre et d’images du monde
entier, les habitants prennent maintenant leurs précautions. Ils
ne sortent leurs paraboles qu’a la nuit tombée.

Ainsi, une cinquantaine de familles suivent réguliérement
les émissions de MED-TV, canal kurde émis depuis Londres.

La conscience pankurde peut ainsi s’aiguiser, sur les vestiges
de la République de Mahabad. Mais les tentatives de renais-
sance politique sont violemment réprimées. Le PDKI, fondé 3 Mahabad,
est présenté par le pouvoir comme une clique de terroristes contre-révo-

lutionnaires, et traité comme telle. Les internements arbitraires, la torture

et les exécutions sommaires sont légion. Toute initiative citoyenne, méme
prudente et respectucuse de la légalité islamique, est systématiquement
contrecarrée par Téhéran. Cinquante ans aprés, les Kurdes de Mahabad
semblent continuer 4 devoir payer leurs audaces passées.

Jan Piruz

(1) Le Kurdistan, région peuplée par les Kurdes, est & cheval sur la Turquie, 'Irak et |’Iran.
Dans chacun de ces pays, les Kurdes luttent pour la reconnaissance de leurs droits.

(2). Il existe des Kurdes chiites, ou «gens de la vérité», dans la partie méridionale du
Kurdistan iranien. La proportion de chrétiens est trés faible.

(3) William Eagleton, La République kurde de 1946, Complexe, Bruxelles, 1987.
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Une éphémere expérience

LA REPUBLIQUE DE MAHABAD a été établie au
Kurdistan iranien en 1946 (1). Méme si son éphémere
succés est lié a la rivalité entre les Etats-Unis et
I"URSS, cette expérience est demeurée un symbole de
P’aspiration nationale des Kurdes. Proclamée le
22 janvier 1946, elle sera écrasée moins d’un an plus
tard par les troupes iraniennes.

C’est le rapprochement de Reza Chah avec I’ Alle-
magne durant la seconde guerre mondiale qui amena
la Grande-Bretagne et 'URSS a envahir I’lran le
25 aofit 1941, a le déposer et a le remplacer par son
fils Mohammad Reza (lire page 26 ). Cette opéra-
tion s’inscrit dans la grande alliance antinazie, qui

sera symbolisée par la conférence de Téhéran en
novembre 1943 réunissant Winston Churchill, Franklin
Roosevelt et Joseph Staline. Les trois dirigeants
confirment leur appui a I’indépendance de 1'Iran.

Mais I’écrasement de I’Allemagne nazie fait resur-
gir les divisions entre 'URSS et ses alliés d’hier sur
de nombreux terrains. La guerre froide se prépare et
les terrains de rivalité sont nombreux, de I’Europe a
I’Asie. LIran, avec ses importantes ressources pétro-
liéres, attire tous les appétits. D’autant que la destitu-
tion du chah a permis le développement des activités
politiques et que le parti communiste Toudeh s’ orga-

nise de maniére efficace. Les aspirations nationales
sont par ailleurs fortes dans ce pays composé de nom-
breuses minorités.

Une premiére action se développe dans la province
de 1’Azerbaidjan iranien, ou le Parti démocratique
d’ Azerbaidjan, soutenu par les Soviétiques, proclame
a Tabriz, en décembre 1945 une République auto-
nome (officiellement dans le cadre de [’Iran). Les
Azéris, présents aussi en URSS, constituent la princi-
pale minorité nationale en Iran, environ 20% de la
population (les Kurdes représentent environ 10% des
habitants).

Quelques semaines plus tard, le Parti démocrate
kurde iranien (PDKI) proclame la République &
Mahabad. C’est Qazi Mohammad qui est élu prési-
dent, et Moustapha Barzani sera son ministre de la
défense. Ce dernier est le chef d’une importante tribu
kurde; aprés la chute de la République, il se réfugiera
en URSS, puis retournera en Irak, ou il deviendra un
des principaux dirigeants kurdes. Son fils, M. Massoud
Barzani, né 3 Mahabad en 1946, sera élu président
de la région autonome du Kurdistan irakien en 2005.
Qazi Mohammad, quant a lui, sera exécuté par les
troupes iraniennes.

BIEN QUE PRISONNIERE de contraintes géopolitiques,
la République de Mahabad introduisit le kurde
comme langue officielle et comme langue d’éduca-
tion, une révolution pour I’époque. De nombreuses
publications en langue kurde fleurirent. Une timide
redistribution des terres fut méme engageée.

Mais, sous la pression conjointe des Etats-Unis, de
la Grande-Bretagne et des Nations unies, les Sovié-
tiques — aprés avoir obtenu des concessions pétroliéres
de Téhéran — acceptent de retirer leurs troupes du ter-
ritoire iranien. En décembre 1946, ’armée iranienne
envahit I’ Azerbaidjan et le Kurdistan, et les deux gou-
vernements républicains s’effondrent.

Rappelons que les Kurdes, un peuple indo-euro-
péen, totaliseraient entre 35 et 40 millions de per-
sonnes : 20 millions en Turquie, 7 millions en Iran,
6 millions en Irak et 2 millions en Syrie. Le PDKI,
dirigé par le D' Abdoul Rahman Ghassemlou, partici-
pera a la révolution de 1979, mais sera contraint de
passer dans 1’opposition. Son dirigeant sera assassiné
a Vienne par des agents du pouvoir iranien, le
13 juillet 1989. Le PDKI continue 4 avoir des activités
militaires sporadiques.

A. G.

(1) Pour une histoire de cette république, iire William Eagle-
tron Jr, La République kurde, Complexe, Bruxelles, 1987 (I’édi-
tion en anglais est de 1962). Eagleton était un diplomate améri-
cain, ce qui influence évidemment son point de vue.
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