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n 6 October, the Us
Secretary of State,
Condoleezza Rice,
visited Iraqi Kurdistan.
Mrs. Rice met and

spoke to the President of
Kurdistan, Massud Barzani, at
Irbil. The discussions at Irbil
were mainly aimed at convincing
the Kurdish leaders to support a
Bill being debated in Baghdad
providing for the sharing of oil
resources amongst all the Iraqis.
“We think that oil must be a
resource shared between the Iraqi
people as a whole”, declared Mrs.
Rice to the journalists
accompanying her. “Our point of

view (…) is that oil must be a factor
of unification and not a resource
that would lead to a less united
country”, she added.

At a joint press conference at
Irbil, (at which only two flags
were flying — that of Kurdistan
and that of the United States, but
not that of Iraq) Mr. Barzani
affirmed that Kurdistan was in
favour of “an equitable distribution
of the oil resources over the whole of
the national territory, as is laid
down in the Iraqi Constitution”. He
then continued that “Kurdistan,
liked any other nation, has the right
to self-determination”. However

“the Kurdish parliament has opted
for a federal system within a
democratic Iraq”, he added. The
Prime Minister of Kurdistan,
Nechirvan Barzani, had
affirmed, at the end of
September, that the Kurds
wanted to have control of their
oil and warned that any outside
interference would only revive
the calls for Kurdish
independence. Major oil reserves
have already been found in
various regions of Kurdistan and
experts are expecting fresh
discoveries. Kurdistan’s proven
oil reserves are estimated at 3.6
billion barrels or 2.9% of the
proven reserves if Iraq. The Iraqi
Constitution provides for the
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sharing of oil-field revenues
from existing fields pro-rata to
the population but gives regional
government the control of fields
yet to be discovered. The
Kurdistan parliament began, in
September, discussing a
projected Constitution for
Kurdistan in which it claim
Kirkuk and reaffirms the right to
self-determination, the effective
exercising of which will depend
on the evolution of the situation
in Iraq as well as on the regional
and international context.
Mrs. Rice arrived in Baghdad on
5 October, for a surprise visit
intended to encourage the
process of Iraqi national
reconciliation following visits to
Israel and the Palestinian
territories, as part of a tour of the
region. In Baghdad, she had
discussions with Iraqi President
Jalal Talabani and Prime Minister
Nuri al-Maliki in the context of a
visit that allowed her to insist
that it was urgency for the Iraqi
leaders to put an end to their
political differences. “Our role is
to press all parties to work towards a
prompt settlement because it is clear
that the security situation cannot be
tolerated and that political inaction
does not help”, she recalled. She
also met the Sunni Arab vice-
President, Tariq al-Hashemi, the
Deputy Prime Minister, Mahmud
al-Mashadani and the heads of
the principal Sunni Arab
parliamentary group, Adnan al-
Dulaimi. She also had
discussions with Shiite leaders,
in particular the Vice-President,
Adel Abdel Mahdi, and Abdel
Aziz Hakim, head of the
Supreme Council of the Islamic
Revolution in Iraq (SCIRI) before
dining with Iraqi President Jalal
Talabani. In the course of these
meetings with representatives of
Iraqi society, Condoleezza Rice
insisted on “the three fundamental
pillars of stability” in Iraq:
“reconciliation, security and
economic development”, according
to an American source.
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THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE PASSES A RESOLUTION
ON THE CULTURAL SITUATION OF “25 TO 30 MILLION”
KURDS, “ONE OF THE BIGGEST NATIONS WITHOUT A

STATE IN THE WORLD”

n 4 October, the
P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Assembly of the
Council of Europe
(PACE), meeting in

Strasbourg passed resolution,
encouraging Turkey to improve
the cultural situation of the
Kurds. The document, passed by
a very substantial majority, also
asks the governments of Iran,
Iraq and Syria to recognise that
the Kurdish language and
culture are part of their heritage
and that they represent an
enrichment, not a threat against
which they should fight. The
Parliamentary Assembly had
previously evoked the situation
of the 25 to 30 million Kurds
living in Iran, in Iraq, in Syria as
well as in Turkey — the only one
of the four countries concerned
that is a member of the Council
of Europe. In their resolution, the
members of parliament called on
Turkey “to lift the unreasonable
administrative obstacles that the
Kurds come up against in their
cultural activities”. They hoped
for the creation of an increased

number of local centres for the
encouragement of Kurdish
culture and for giving Kurdish-
speakers access to modern
means of mass communication.
The Resolution N° 1519 (2006)
was adopted on the basis of the
report of the Commission of
Culture, Science and Education.
The British reporter of the
Commission, Lord Russel
Johnson, had paid a visit to
Turkey over the 7th to 13th June
2004. He had taken part in a
conference on the subject,
organised in Brussels in
November 2004. An exchange of
views took place on 17 March
2005. On January 18 2006, a
hearing took place in Paris of
Kurdish public figures from Iran,
Iraq, Syria and from the
Diaspora, including Kendal
Nezan, President of the Paris
Kurdish Institute. On 13 April,
the Reporter presented his draft
report and the Commission
asked its Turkish members for
their comments. The full text of
the resolution adopted by the
Council of Europe is as follows:

On 11 October, the Iraqi
Parliament passed a law
creating a Federal State.
The law was passed by
the exact simple

majority required of parliament,
namely 138 votes out of 275. The
law will allow alteration of the
powers and attributions of the
eighteen provinces existing
today. To try and find a formula
that did not just cover the Shiites
and Kurds, the Members
approved, at the end of
September, a compromise aimed
at reassuring the Sunni Arabs:

they agreed to prepare an
amendment of the Constitution,
whereby the Sunni Arabs mean
to secure the passing or
regulations setting limitations on
federalism. This compromise
was straight away materialised
with the setting up of a
commission charged with
preparing the revision of the
Constitution. The timetable has
been carefully planned: the
amendments to the Constitution
must be ready in a year, and
federalism will not be applied
before eighteen months. The
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Sunni Arabs are endeavouring to
ensure that the Constitution set a
ceiling on the number of the
existing provinces that could,
tomorrow, gather together to
form a federal region — the
objective being to prevent the
creation of a single Shiite “super-
region”. The Sunni Arabs also
want to ensure that an equitable
share of national wealth — in the
first place oil — remains
effective, which implies that the
central authority continues to
have powers of decision.

On 24 October, taking up the
issue in the middle of the Fitr
Festival, Iraq’s principal Shiite
party demanded the creation of
a great Shiite Federal Region.
Abdel Aziz Hakim, President of
the Supreme Council of the
Islamic Revolution in Iraq
(SCIRI) argued in favour of
federalism before a crowd of
several thousands of Shiites
gathered in front of his home in
Baghdad. It would be a rampart,
he declared, against
“dictatorship” and “an unjust
central power”. Arguing the
creation of a Great Shiite Region,
he stated: “the best insurance for
our people is to set up federalism in
the provinces of the centre and the
South. Federalism will guarantee, to
our children and grant children,
that the injustice of the past will not
be repeated” he added, referring
to the Saddam Hussein regime,
which had based itself on the
Sunni Arabs to repress the
Shiites and the Kurds. Of the 18
Iraqi provinces, nine provinces
in the centre and the South have
a Shiite majority and are rich in
oil. Intervening in the debate, the
British Foreign Minister,
Margaret Beckett, did not
oppose an eventual partition,
but, on 23 October, warned that
it was up to the Iraqis to decide.
“This is really the Iraqis own

business, There are enough people
from outside who decide on
arbitrary borders and take arbitrary
decisions”, she said on BBC’s
Radio 4. A week earlier, George
W. Bush, on the other hand, had
opposed the partition of Iraq
into three autonomous regions.
According to him, this would
cause greater “disorder” and
would raise problems, in
particular, with Turkey, which
was opposed to anything that
could resemble a Kurdish state.
“Three autonomous regions,
(would create) not only a situation
in which the Sunnis, the Sunni
countries and the Sunni extremists
(would compete) with the radical
extremists. The Kurds (would
cause) problems with Turkey and
Syria”, he declared, on 16
October, on Fox News television
channel. Mr. Bush’s words do
not, however, seem a warning
against the vote passed last
week. The White House is busy
trying to appease the anxieties
aroused by this law. The Russian
Foreign Minister, Serguei Lavrov,
for his part, warned against the
breaking up of Iraq if nothing is
done to “unify” the country.

The Iraq Prime Minister, Nuri al-
Maliki, launched a new attempt
at reconciliation, including a
four-point plan, aimed at
checking sectarian violence. The
Maliki plan includes an essential
principal, which is the creation
of local security commissions
throughout the country, and
firstly in Baghdad, composed of
representatives of political and
religious groups, of civil society
and the Army. Thus each or the
actors would get to know
whether abuses committed by a
Shiite militia were punished or
not, and inversely. At national
level, a committee also
consisting of all the parties
concerned would supervise the
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application of the measures
decided by the government. This
new plan has already been
preceded by other initiatives of a
like nature ever since the Maliki
government took office in May
— but they have not given the
results expected. The Maliki plan
does not directly tackle the
disarming of the Shiite militia,
which is an essential demand of
the Sunni Furthermore, at a
meeting between Iraq and the
donating countries held in
Kuwait, Mr. Ali Dabbagh, Iraqi
government spokesman,
declared during a press
conference on 31 October that
Iraq needed nearly $100 billion
from the donating countries, to
develop its infrastructure, over
the next five years.
Representatives of 14 countries
and seven international
institutions, including UNO and
the European Union took part in
this meeting which is due to
approve a project for an
international agreement to come
to Iraq’s assistance. At the
opening of this preparatory
meeting for an “International Pact
with Iraq”, the Kuwaiti Foreign
Minister, Sheikh Mohammad al-
Sabah, particularly affirmed that
the meeting would examine
ways for a better use of the aid
promised to Iraq by the donating
countries during the Madrid
conference in October 2003. The
donating countries ask Iraq to
apply a programme of economic,
social and security reforms and
to fight the corruption that is
widespread in the country,
before granting this aid to
Baghdad. The “International
Pact”, prepared on the initiative
of the present Iraqi government,
has the objective of guaranteeing
Iraq the political and financial
assistance of the international
community to restore peace and
democracy in the country.
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THE OCTOBER ASSESSMENT OF IRAQ:
THE FOURTH MOST MURDEROUS MONTH

FOR THE US ARMY

he assessment of US
Army losses in Iraq for
the month of October
passed the symbolic
threshold of 100 deaths

with 103 killed, according to the
American command on 30
October. This is the fourth
bloodiest month for the US
Army since the start of the
intervention in Iraq in 2003. One
would have to go back to
January 2005 for heavier
casualty figures (107 dead) for
the US forces. The bloodiest of
all was November 2004, when
137 soldiers perished. Since
March 2003m 2,815 American
troops have lost their lives in
Iraq. Moreover, a US Defence
Department assessment shows
that 776 soldiers were wounded
in September, which is the
highest monthly figure for two
years. It is the highest monthly
figure for wounded since the US
Army operation in November
2004, aimed at recapturing
Fallujah. This substantial
increase, added to 300 for the
first week of October, reflects
the great efforts by the
American Army to avoid full-
scale civil war in Iraq, according
to the same source. Over 20,000
US troops have been wounded
in fighting in Iraq, about half of
who are back on duty. The ratio
of wounded to killed in Iraq is
about 8 to 1 — as against 3 to 1
for Vietnam.

The casualty lists are even
heavier for the Iraqis, since
General George Casey,
Commander of US troops in the
country, declared the week
before that 300 members of the
Iraqi Security forces had died
during the Ramadan month of
fasting which has just ended.
The head of UN humanitarian

activities, Jan Egeland,
estimated on 11 October, that
murders and retaliations
between religious communities
in Iraq were “out of control”.
Citing statistics showing that
110 people are being killed
every day in Iraq, Mr. Egeland
pointed out that “many of them
are killed by shooting or have been
tortured to death”. “Vengeance
murders seem completely out of
control”. This “brutal violence” is
aimed at police, recruits, judges
and lawyers — but also at
women, increasingly victims of
“honour crimes” he added. Apart
from the many victims dying
from bomb attacks, kidnapping
and shoot outs, the “very
worrying deterioration in living
conditions” of Iraqi civilians, also
due to this wave of sectarian
violence and to military
operations, has led to 315,000
people being displaced from
their homes in the last eight
months. Thousands of Iraqis are
fleeing their country every day
in a “perpetual and silent exodus”
and the renewal of sectarian
violence has dissuaded
thousands of them from
returning home, according to
Ron Redmond, spokesman for
the UN High Commission for
Refugees (HCR). Over 50,000
Iraqi exiles had returned to their
country in 2005, hoping that the
situation would become more
stable after the January 2005
elections. This year, the number
has dropped to one thousand.
He pointed out, on 12 October,
that the HCR was seeing some
2,000 people a day entering
Syria from Iraq. It is estimated
that 1.6 million Iraqis are living
outside their country, mainly in
Syria, Jordan, Turkey, the
Lebanon, Egypt, the Gulf States
and in Europe. The HCR and

the Iraqi government estimate
that about 1.5 Iraqis have also
been displaced inside Iraq —
365,000 since last February. For
his part, Emmanuel Khoshaba,
of the Assyrian Democratic
Movement, affirmed on 12
October that over 35,000 Iraqi
Christians had fled to Syria to
escape the violence in their
country. In 2004, 20,000 Iraqi
Christians, who represent 3% of
the 26 million Iraqis, had sought
refuge in Syria. The Iraqi
Parliament, on 2 October,
extended for a further month
the State of Emergency in force
in Iraq (except for in Kurdistan)
since 2004. 

While the American forces in
Iraq concentrate their efforts on
Baghdad, bomb attacks are
increasing alarmingly in Kirkuk.
Car bomb attacks increased five-
fold in Kirkuk last month and
hundreds of Kurdish families
have left Mossul to escape the
violence. These last few months
the authorities in Kirkuk and
Mossul have been discovering
corpses, their hands bound and
bearing signs of torture. Some
2,000 Iraqi police and soldiers
launched a cleaning operation in
Kirkuk at the beginning of
October, carrying out house-to-
house searches for arms and
suspects. The number of car
bomb attacks in the town
jumped from 3 in August to 16
in September, according to the
police, while the number of
violent deaths has increased
from 12 to 42.  Statistics for the
rest of Kirkuk Province are
unavailable, but a body count
carried out by Associated Press
records at least 93 deaths in July
as against about 20 a month in
the spring. On 15 October,
Kirkuk experienced a whole
series of bomb attacks. Two little
girls died when a “kamikaze”
blew himself up in front of a
girl’s 6th Form College in the
centre of the city. Five other

T
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people died in a suicide attack
with a car bomb. This was
aimed at a convoy of vehicles
belonging to the Infrastructures
Protection Service, which covers
the surveillance of public
buildings. Ten other people
were wounded, according to
Sarhat Abdul-Kader of the Iraqi
police. In the South of the town,
three other people were killed
and eight wounded in a suicide
attack in a market, according to
the police. At least two other car
bombs exploded in the town,
causing one death and five
injured, he added. The attacks
are essentially attributed to
Sunni Arab insurgents, who
target Kurds and the police.
Kirkuk has, today, one million
inhabitants, including a
substantial Kurdish population
and Arab, Turcoman and
Christian minorities. The Iraqi
Constitution calls for helping
previously displaced Kurds to
return to Kirkuk and for helping
the Arab colonies, settled in
their place by the old regime, to
leave, prior to holding a
referendum on whether the
town should join the federated
region of Kurdistan. 
In Mossul, a city with a Sunni
Arab majority and a large

Kurdish minority (about 35%) as
well as a Christian community,
the Kurds feel besieged. About
750 families have left the city in
the last three months, fleeing
towards Kurdish villages,
according to Hamid Zaimil, a
Kurdish member of the
municipal council. According to
Abdul-Ghani Botani, of the
Kurdistan Democratic Party,
1,500 families have fled the city
since the fall of the Saddam
Hussein regime in April 2003.
On 7 October, a lawyer member
of the KDP was shot down
outside his house and in August
a suicide attack with a car bomb
struck the offices of the Patriotic
Union of Kurdistan (PUK), the
other major Kurdish party,
causing nine deaths. According
to an Associated Press body
count, there have been 80
violent deaths a month from
July to September in Mossul
Province, where the Sunni
Arabs are in the majority, as
against a dozen a month in the
spring.

The Americans had up to
160,000 troops deployed in Iraq
just after the January elections.
Their number had dropped to
127,000 in June but, faced with

the worsening situation,
Defence Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld had decided to keep a
front line brigade on the spot
for a further year. Mid-
September General John
Abizaid, head of Central
Command (Centcom) had
indicated that 140,000 US
soldiers would remain in Iraq,
till the Spring of 2007. The
number of American soldiers
deployed in Iraq oscillates
between 142,000 and 147,000. In
an interview published on 31
October by the French daily Le
Figaro, the Iraqi President, Jalal
Talabani, estimated that an
“immediate withdrawal” of the
United States from Iraq “would
have catastrophic effects”.  For his
part, Iraqi Foreign Minister,
Hoshyar Zebari, in an interview
with Reuters on 30 October,
considered that the
maintenance of American
troops was “indispensable”. He
insisted that there were no
differences between Baghdad
and Washington, although Iraqi
Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki
had, on 27 October, expressed
some reservations on American
strategy, to which he attributed
the “very poor security situation
in Iraq”.

DAMASCUS:
THE KURDS COMMEMORATE THE 44TH ANNIVERSARY

OF THE CENSUS THAT DEPRIVED TENS
OF THOUSANDS OF THEM OF THEIR

SYRIAN NATIONALITY

n 5 October, several
hundreds of Kurdish
demonstrators were
violently prevented
from meeting in a

square near the Council of
Ministers Offices, in the Syrian
capital, by police who had been
specially deployed there. The
demonstrators “wanted to
commemorate the 44th

anniversary of the census”
carried out in Hassake (North-

East Syria) in 1962, following
which Damascus withdrew
Syrian nationality from 120,000
Kurds who inhabited this
province at the time (Editor’s
Note: today they and their
descendents are estimated at
300,000).

A member of the co-ordinating
committee of three Kurdish
parties (Yakiti, Azadi and Tayyar
al-Mostaqbal al-Kurdi) declared

that “many of them were taken in
for questioning” and that the
demonstrators wanted “to regain
their Syrian nationality”, obtain “a
democratic solution to the Kurdish
problem in Syria in the context of
the country’s unity” and “the
annulment of discriminatory
policies” practiced against the
Kurds.
During its Congress in June 2005,
the Baath Party, in power in
Syria, had recommended
“settling the problem of the 1962
census in Hassake and working for
the development of the (Kurdish)
region”, with its 1.5 million
Kurds, who represent 9% of the
country’s population.

O
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n 2 October, the day
after the beginning of
the new unilateral
truce proclaimed by
the Kurdistan Workers’

Party (PKK), the head of the
Turkish Armed forces, General
Yasar Büyükanit, affirmed that
the Army would hunt down the
Kurdish fighters to the last man.
“The armed forces have repeatedly
declared that they would carry on
their struggle till there is not a
single armed terrorist left. Our
attitude has not changed an inch
and will not change”, he
indicated, during a speech
made to the War Academy in
Istanbul. The general called
upon the Kurdish fighters
“unconditionally” to renounce
armed struggle and to
surrender to Turkish justice,
considering that “there is no
other solution” to the conflict.
The Turkish Prime Minister,
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who
had discussions with US
President George W. Bush on 2
October before flying, the next
day, to the United Kingdom to
meet the British Prime Minister,
Tony Blair, placed the struggle
against the PKK at the centre of
his meeting. Questioned by
journalists, in the plane flying
him to New York, as to the most
important subject that had to be
tackled with Mr. Bush, Mr.
Erdogan replied “the Kurdistan
Workers’ Party” (PKK),
according to the report of the
mass circulation Turkish daily,
Hurriyet. “I am going to ask for an
acceleration of the carrying out of
decisions taken. I am going to ask
for things like the prevention of
infiltrations, the closing down of
offices (of the PKK in Iraq), the
clarification of the (American)
attitude to the terrorists in Iraq”,
continued the Prime Minister,
as quoted by Hurriyet. In the

plane taking him to New York
he had, nevertheless, let it be
understood (with a remark
open to more than one
interpretation …) that the
Turkish Army could,
henceforth, show more
circumspection before
launching operations against
the PKK. “Security forces do not
put an end to their operations
anywhere in the world, they carry
out their mission. They are
operational and cannot cease to be
so”, affirmed Mr. Erdogan as
quoted by the daily paper
Milliyet.  “We have discussed with
General (and Chief of the
General Staff, Yasar) Büyükanit
the declaration of a cease fire. If the
terrorist organisation keeps its
word, no operation will be
conducted without reason” by the
Army, he had indicated. Turkey
expects from Washington and
Baghdad more cooperation in
repressing the PKK, declared
for his part the Turkish Foreign
Minister, Abdullah Gul, in an
interview published on 1
October in Newsweek.
Questioned about a possible
Turkish invasion of Northern
Iraq, Mr. Gul replied: “We will
do everything necessary to fight
this organisation. I want to send
this message that if our friends do
not help us, we will do the work
ourselves”.

The first death of a victim of
fighting between the Turkish
Army and the PKK since the
new unilateral cease-fire
occurred on 1 October. A
Kurdish fighter was shot down
while fighting the security
forces in Mardin province
where a mechanised unit of the
Turkish Army has been
conducting a vast operation
against the PKK since 28
September. His death brings the

O
DESPITE THE UNILATERAL TRUCE OF THE PKK

FIGHTERS, THE TURKISH ARMY VOWS TO HUNT THEM
DOWN TO THE LAST MAN

number of Kurdish fighters shot
down since the beginning of
then year to 113, while 79
members of the Turkish security
forces have also been killed in
the same period according to a
body count by AFP on the basis
of figures supplied by the
Turkish Army. Moreover, on 5
October, two Turkish soldiers
were wounded near Ovacik, in
Tunceli Province and tow other
Kurdish fighters were shot
down by the Turkish army on
11 October in Sirnak province
and a third, the next day at
Eruh, while, on 23 October three
Kurdish fighters were killed
and two soldiers wounded in a
clash that took place near the
small town of Hasankeyf, in
Batman province.

On 12 October, following his
discussions with his Turkish
colleague, the former General
Edip Baser, the retired US
General Joseph W. Ralston,
charged by Washington with co-
ordinating the struggle against
the PKK, indicated that the PKK
“must lay down its arms and
announce that it renounces
violence”. The former US officer
welcomed the unilateral cease-
fire proclaimed by the PKK but
considered that this “first step”
did not eliminate the threat to
Turkey, allied to the United
States in NATO.  However, he
added, “the use of force is a very
serious question. It must not be the
first option”. Mr. Baser, for his
part, indicated that he had
discussed “concrete proposals”
with his American colleague,
including the closing of the
Makhmur refugee camp, near
Mossul. Ankara has been asking
for then closure of this UNO-
controlled camp for several
years. It shelters several
thousands of Kurds from
Turkey, which argues that it is
controlled by PKK elements.
Following discussions with
Joseph W. Ralston, the Iraqi

                                            



Prime Minister, Nuri al-Maliki,
in turn visited Turkey on 16/17
October to discuss with the
Turkish authorities questions of
bi-lateral trade and the struggle
against the Kurdistan Workers’
Party (PKK). In the course of
this visit he met his Turkish
opposite number, Recep Tayyip
Erdogan and the Turkish
President Ahmet Necdet Sezer.
Mr. Erdogan’s press office
stressed that the visit was of

“special importance” and
described Mr. Maliki as a leader
“who is working to protect the
political and territorial integrity of
Iraq and peaceful links between
Iraq and its neighbours”.

Furthermore, on 20 October,
Kurdish activists announced that
they had collected over three
million signatures in support of
Abdullah Ocalan. “As an
inhabitant of Kurdistan I

consider and recognise Abdullah
Ocalan as a political entity in
Kurdistan”, states the signed
text. The signatures will be sent
to the Prime Minister, Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, to the Head of
State, Ahmet Necdet Sezer, and
to the Speaker of Parliament
Bülent Arinç, pointed out one of
Abdullah Ocalan’s lawyers, Irfan
Dündar, who regretted that these
three public figures had refused
to see them.
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n 17 October the
European Court for
Human Rights (ECHR)
found Turkey guilty of
having subjected

several people to inhuman and
degrading treatment.  The ECHR
concluded that Turkey had
breached five Articles of the
European Convention on Human
Rights in the case of a member of
the Kurdistan Workers’ Party
(PKK). The Court observed that
the petitioner, Sabahattin
Goçman, who is at present
serving an 18-year sentence for
“membership of the PKK”, had
been subjected to ill treatment
during his pre-trial detention,
nor did he have an equitable and
impartial trial.  In the second
case, the ECHR noted that a
woman had been subjected to
arbitrary arrest and had been
knocked about and manhandled
in front of her children while she
was visiting her husband in jail. 

The last case concerned a child of
twelve years of age, Halil
Ibrahim Okkali, an apprentice in
an Izmir garage, beaten in 1995
by the police who were trying to
force him to confess stealing
from his employer, something he

denied having done. The Court
denounced the feebleness of the
sentences against the police —
ten months suspended jail
sentences. The ECHR considered
that the Turkish court had not
taken into account “the particular
gravity” of this ill-treatment in
view of the victim’s age and
concluded that the sentences
passed could not have “any
dissuasive force likely to ensure the
effective prevention” of such
actions.

Ankara was sentenced to pay a
total of 55,000 euros damages in
three cases of ill treatment of
Kurds by the police forces.
Turkey has already been obliged
to pay several hundreds of
thousands of euros in similar
cases going back to the 1990s.

Furthermore, on 3 October, the
father of a Turkish Alevi family,
who demands a secular
education in Turkey and
recognition of the right to
religious freedom, was heard by
the European Court’s judges.
Hassan Zengin had petitioned
the Court to challenge the
neutrality of the classes in
religious culture and moral

teaching that his daughter, now
aged 18, is obliged to attend in
the Turkish state school where
she was educated. Of the Alevi
faith, Zengin considers that this
teaching is contrary to the
principle of secularism. Ruled
out of court in his different
appeals before various Turkish
jurisdictions, he also maintains
that the manner in which the
classes in religious knowledge
and morals are given in Turkey
does not respect the religious
rights of his daughter or the right
of her parents to provide her
with a teaching inconformity
with their religious convictions.
He invokes Article 9 (right to
freedom of thought, conscience
and religion) of the European
Convention on Human Rights as
well as Article 2 of the Protocol
and Article 1 (right to education)
of the Convention.

The majority of Turks are Sunni
Moslems, but between 10 and 14
million are Alevis. Although
representing a fifth of the
Turkish population, the Alevis,
whose rites differ profoundly
from those of Sunni Moslems,
have no recognised status and do
not receive any of the subsidies
granted to Sunni cultural
institutions. They follow a
moderate interpretation of the
Qoran, defend secularism and
call for the abolition of
compulsory religious classes.

STRASBOURG: THE EUROPEAN HUMAN RIGHTS
COURT CONDEMNS THE BRUTALITY OF THE TURKISH

POLICE TOWARDS THREE KURDS, INCLUDING A
TWELVE YEAR OLD BOY
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he trial of Saddam
Hussein for genocide
against the Kurds was
resumed on 31 October,
in the presence of the

former dictator and the six other
accused, in the absence of the
lawyers for the defence but in the
presence of lawyers officially
appointed by the court. A trial of
strength between the court and
the defence lawyers takes place
at every hearing. The defence
lawyers, in particular, demand
that lawyers from Arab countries
or other regions be accepted by
the court (at present lawyers
have to be Iraqis) and that the
accused be allowed to speak
without having their
microphones cut. Saddam
Hussein and his six co-accused
have been on trial since 21
August for having set up and
carried out, between 1987 and
1988, the Anfal military
operations in Iraqi Kurdistan,
which caused 180,000 deaths,
according to the prosecution. All
face the death sentence.

In the course of the last few
weeks, several witnesses have
described scenes in which
groups of Kurdish villagers were
executed, taken by the Iraqi
Army out into the desert to be
shot down. Thus the first witness
to speak on 31 October, a man
speaking anonymously from
behind a curtain, described how
he saw a collective execution at
night, organised in Iraq’s
Western desert. Taken prisoner
during the Anfal-3 campaign, in
April 1988, he was taken in a bus
towards the West of Iraq with a
group of Kurdish prisoners.  By
the light of the headlamps,
which illuminated a ditch, he
saw the execution of 35 Kurds
who were then pushed into the
ditch. “The guards took the

prisoners two by two and executed
them while the others waited in the
bus. I saw them because I had
succeeded in undoing my bonds and
the blindfold over my eyes, while the
guard was away”, he explained.
“The ditch was full of corpses and
some of the victims were still alive. I
noticed a guard, wearing a green
uniform, go down into the ditch and
shoot some of the survivors in the
head as he insulted them”, he
continued. Another anonymous
witness, originally from Kirkuk,
had been through a series of
prisons and detention camps in
which there were many Kurds in
the years 1987-88, many of
whom had not returned. In the
Tob Zaoua camp, near Kirkuk,
“it was filthy. The children were in
there with the adults and at night
we could not sleep”, he told the
court. During a transfer towards
Mossul, a detainee tried to take
the weapon of one of the guards.
He failed, but that unleashed a
burst of gunfire, under cover of
which the witness managed to
escape. “When I tried to return to
my village, near Kirkuk, it had been
razed to the ground”, he declared.
A third villager gave evidence
about an event already
frequently described by previous
witnesses: the bombing of
Kurdish villages with chemical
weapons on 18 May 1988.

During the 19th day of hearings,
on 30 October, four witnesses
described the tragedy their
Kurdish villages had
experienced as they were
preparing to celebrate the end of
Ramadan, in the spring of 1988,
when the Iraqi Air Force
dropped chemical weapons. In
these Kurdish villages, the feast
that should have celebrated the
end of the Ramadan fast in the
spring of 1988 is remembered as
“the day of the Last Judgement”.
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That day, Iraqi planes sowed
death in the middle of the festive
preparations. This is the
nightmare that an imam, Jamal
Suleiman Kadir, came to describe
to the Iraqi High Court. On 18
May, the imam found himself
near his village. “Four planes
arrived and I could see columns of
smoke rising over the village, which
was being bombed with chemical
weapons. On entering it, I passed a
tractor loaded with about fifteen
injured people, then I saw twenty
corpses near the drinking fountain
and the cattle dying. I heard
children crying for their father and
wives for their husbands. It was like
the day of the last judgement”, he
recalled. He described the piles
of corpses, including those of
children still clutching in their
hands the special sweets of the
Aid, the festival that marks the
end of the Moslem month of
Ramadan. He said that he had
then noticed that the eyes of the
survivors were tear-filled and
red and that they seemed to be
suffocating. Some weeks later, in
August, the planes returned and
again bombed the village with
chemical weapons. Then came
the artillery and the soldiers who
“destroyed everything, including
the mosques, and engaged in
looting”, stated Jamal Kadir.
Directly addressing Saddam
Hussein, who habitually holds a
Qoran in his hand while in
Court, he asked: “Is there a
difference between the Qoran that
you are holding and those that you
burnt in Kurdistan?”. “I thank God
because the day has arrived when,
dressed in my traditional Kurdish
clothes, I can, in my own Kurdish
language, lodge a complaint against
Saddam Hussein”, he cried.

At 84 years of age, Aisha Hamad
Amin does not remember exactly
in what year her village was
bombed. But “it was in the spring,
the last day of Ramadan, and I was
in the village fields when it
happened” she told the court. “My

T
AT SADDAM HUSSEIN’S

TRIAL, KURDS TESTIFY TO THE HORRORS SUFFERED
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son called out to me to stay away.
Suddenly he fell, then he died. Saliva
was running out of his mouth. I felt
my head spinning and I also fell
before losing consciousness”, she
continued. She told how the
villagers had thought she was
dead and that when she
recovered consciousness she had
vomited and was not even able
to drink some milk. “My husband
died three years later with stomach
pains. I still have trouble with my
sight”, she added.

Fakhir Ali Hussein was a child at
the time but he remembers the
day when, with his father, his
mother, a brother and three
sisters, he saw the bombing of
villages of the region of Banisan,
near Suleimaniyah. “There was a
smell of rotten apples and the
inhabitants had difficulty in
breathing. They began to vomit and
their eyes cried”, he described.

On 19 October, Abdallah Saed,
an old Kurdish villager, provided
new information about Nugrat
Salam prison, in the desert of
Southern Iraq and about its
director. “Three days after our
arrival at Nugrat Salam, the water
was cut. We asked Hajaj to turn it
back on but he told us: we have cut
the water so that you can die. You
are here to die”, declared the
witness. He described his
astonishment on arriving at
Nugat Salam: “the prison was jam-
packed, full of Kurdish prisoners:
children, old women, young people,
old men. For a moment I thought
that the whole of Kurdistan had been
displaced to this prison”, he
declared. Questioned by the
judges on the reasons for the
deaths, the witness remarked
“how do you expect an old man to
survive by eating the prison’s
spoiled food and that an old woman
live with her head full of lice”. “I
myself helped bury about twenty
prisoners”, pointed out Abdallah
Saed, who declared that 1,800
prisoners died during his stay in

Nugrat Salam. The witness
affirmed that his village, Gop
Tappa, had been bombed by the
Iraqi Air Force with chemical
weapons. “I was working in my
field when four planes bombed
two villages”, he told the court.
“We then inhaled a smell of rotten
apples. They were chemical weapons
and the inhabitants of my village
began to cry”, continued Mr. Saed.
“We loaded the back of a tractor
with children, women and people
infected by the chemical weapons
and rapidly left for another village”,
he explained. Then, as with other
witnesses that have followed one
another over the last few weeks,
there was his arrest by the army,
his transfer to Nugrat Salam and
the release of the survivors a few
months later. Abdallah Saed
pulled out a list of names of eight
members of his family who died
during these events. “I ask for
reparation for these eight relatives”,
he stressed.

During the 17th hearing on 18
October, the witnesses told how
the Iraqi Army had taken groups
of terrified Kurdish villages by
truck to the middle of the desert
to shoot them down. Providing
fresh evidence, the first witness
described how he and his fellow-
detainees were, one day, taken
out to the desert in trucks
stinking of urine and excrement.
A second, anonymous, witness
described in similar terms, the
transfer of prisoners by trucks,
then their execution in a desert
region while the detainees tried,
in a last burst of resistance, to
overcome their guards. “We
decided that, if only one person
survived, he could testify before the
whole world what had happened to
us”, the witness explained. He
indicated that, taking advantage
of the opening of the door of the
truck, the prisoners attacked
their guards. In the shooting that
followed, he was wounded in the
back and the right eye. He could
not say how many of the 34

prisoners in his truck had
survived.  “I do not know how
many were killed. I was wounded, I
could no longer see with my right
eye”, he stated.

The day before, Saddam Hussein
had accused the witnesses at his
trial of threatening the unity of
Iraq by describing the ill
treatment from which they had
suffered in the old regime’s
prisons.

“We are a united people. When
witnesses say that they were
attacked because they were Kurds,
that will create disunity in the heart
of our united people”, the former
dictator added. The first witness,
Mutalib Mohamed Salman had
told how he had had to flee from
his village during the army’s
attacks in 1988, before being
arrested by the Iraqi army and
sent to Nugrat Salam prison: “we
lacked food and water, the prisoners’
health continually deteriorated. We
counted thirty deaths a day amongst
the detainees”. Another witness
Baba Abdallah Rassol had
described his family’s agony in
Nugrat Salam prison,
particularly when his 25-day old
son wouldn’t stop crying of
hunger “bothering everyone with
his crying”. He was then
summoned with his son to
Hajaj’s office “who struck us with
a cable. My son later died of
hunger”.

One after another, the witnesses
who have been coming forward
since 21 August, when the
Saddam Hussein’s trial for
genocide against then Kurds
began, have recalled this grim
person. He ran the Nugrat Salam
camp in the Southern desert and
seemed to have full licence to
practice all forms of abuse on the
prisoners packed into this death
camp. Witnesses told how he had
women brought to his office so
as to rape them, that he threw
the bodies of dead prisoners to

                                



the dogs or tied prisoners to the
goalposts on the prison’s football
field to beat them.

During the 14th hearing, on 10
October, some women described
the brutal rapes and other forms
of savage violence that they had
witnessed twenty years earlier,
in the death camps where the
Kurds were detained while their
villages were being bombarded.
One Kurdish woman told how
she had seen, in one camp, a
woman forced to give birth to a
child in the toilets. “We had to
cut the umbilical cord with a piece
of glass from a broken bottle and
wrap the baby in some rough
canvas”, she declared before the
court, hidden behind a curtain
to shield her identity. The day
before, also hidden behind a
curtain, a Kurdish woman had
described the circumstances in
which her family had
disappeared during the Iraqi
Army’s offensive against
Kurdistan in 1988. “I know the
fate of my family — they were
buried alive”, she declared.
Abdel-Hadi Abdallah
Mohammed, a farmer from the
Suleimaniyah region, declared
for his part that his mother had
died in the filthy prison of
Nugrat Salam. It was his
stepmother, one of the rare
survivors, who told him what
had happened. “She was buried
then dug up by a dog that fed on
her corpse” he declared before
the court.

Furthermore, on 23 October, The
Hague Court of Appeal decided
to hear evidence from Saddam
Hussein, as demanded by a
Dutch businessman, found
guilty of having taken part in
the making of chemical
weapons by Iraq. On 9 October,
during a procedural hearing
before The Hague Court of
Appeals, the lawyers appearing
for Frans van Anraat, 64 years of
age, had presented a list of

witnesses in defence of their
client, amongst whom were
former high ranking Iraqi
leaders, starting with Saddam
Hussein and his cousin Ali
Hassan al-Majid, known as
“Chemical Ali”. The Court of
Appeals asked that the practical
possibility of hearing such
evidence be studied before
taking any decision. In the lower
court, Mr. van Anraat’s lawyers
had already made a similar
request in vain. Last December,
the businessman had been
sentenced to 15 years
imprisonment for war crimes. In
its ruling, the lower court had
indicated that genocide had
taken place in Iraq against the
Kurdish population and had
found Mr. van Anraat guilty of
having supplied the Saddam
Hussein regime with the
chemicals used in the gas
attacks on this population in the
80s. Mr. van Anraat and the
prosecutor, who had also
charged him with being an
accomplice to genocide, had
both appealed against the
sentence.

On the other hand, on 1 October
the President of Kurdistan,
Massud Barzani, called for the
creation of a commission of
enquiry in Kurdistan, following
the publication of la list of
Kurds who are alleged to have
cooperated with the dreaded
Iraqi security services
(mukhabarat) under the
Saddam Hussein regime. The
President Barzani’s personal
staff announced, in Irbil, that
this commission will have to
investigate the people whose
names were published in two
Kurdish weeklies, Awina and
Hawlati and verify if they “had
been involved with the old regime’s
security services”. The head of
the Presidential staff, Fuad
Hussein, stated that discussions
would be conducted with
various Kurdish institutions to

appoint the members of the
commission. He indicated that
this commission would be both
judicial and political. It will
have to establish the facts, not
top punish. Its conclusions will
be sent to the political leaders
and to the judicial
administration, which will
decide on the measures to be
taken. “This question has become a
sensitive and important matter for
the Kurdish people. For this reason,
it has been decided that the lists
will be examined by a commission”,
added Fuad Hussein.

The Kurdish weeklies Awina and
Hawlati, published last week
some 150 names of people
suspected of having spied on
their Kurdish fellow countrymen
after the Kurdish uprising that
followed the first Gulf War, in
1991. According to the two
reviews, which were obliged to
make several print runs that
were rapidly sold out, the
mukhabarat recruited people
close to the PUK leader, Jalal
Talabani, at present President of
Iraq, and to the KDP leader,
Massud Barzani. Amongst the
names published are those of
people who have held high office
in the Kurdish government and
political parties. On 30
September, more than half of the
111 members of the Kurdistan
Parliament signed a petition
demanding an immediate
evaluation of the truth of the
documents published by the two
reviews and a debate on their
implications. “Those who
worked with the mukhabarat
must be tried”, declared Ariz
Abdallah, a member of
Parliament for the Patriotic
Union of Kurdistan (PUK), one
of the two main parties. “These
agents of the odious Saddam
Hussein regime must become
examples for others of the same
kidney in the future”, added
Xeman Zirar, of the Kurdistan
Democratic Party. 
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he Turkish novelist,
Orhan Pamuk, is
receiving the 2006
Nobel Prize for
literature. On 12

October, the Swedish Academy
rewarded one of the best known
writers of Turkey, an author
inspired by the impact and
mixture of cultures, who had
recently been charged with
“insulting Turkish identity” after
having recalled the massacre of
the Armenians and the 30,000
Kurds killed, particularly during
clashes with the Turkish Army.
The president of the Swedish
Academy, Horace Engdahl, was
applauded when he announced
that the Prize had been awarded
to Orhan Pamuk, “who, in
searching for the melancholy
soul of the town where he was
born, found witty new images of
the struggle and intertwining of
cultures¿. “Pamuk is known in his
country as an anti-establishment
writer, although he considers
himself to be a writer of literature,
without any political intensions”,
recalled the Swedish Academy in
its biographical note. “He was the
first writer in the Moslem world
openly to condemn the fatwa against
Salman Rushdie”.

The Academy also stressed that
he had defended his Kurdish
fellow novelist, Yasar Kemal,
who was prosecuted in 1995,
before being, himself, charged
for having recalled the massacre
of hundreds of thousands of
Armenians during the First
World War and the more recent
clashes with the PKK fighters.
“Thirty thousand Kurds and a
million Armenians have been killed
on these lands and no one else but I
dares to mention it” he had stated
in this interview. Threats on his

life have followed as well as an
order to burn his books, issued in
a Western province of Turkey.
This order was later withdrawn
under pressure from the
government, anxious to avoid
tarnishing its image before
negotiations for its joining the
European Union had even
begun. Last January, under
international pressure, the
Turkish legal system decided to
drop the charges a against the
writer, putting an end to a trial
that had scandalised all Western
observers and raised serious
doubts as to Ankara’s
commitment to freedom of
expression.

The 54-year-old Istanbul novelist
was amongst the favourites for
the Literature Prize. Translated
all over the world, his writings
include, in particular, “Snow”,
“My name is Red” and “The black
book”. Orhan Pamuk, who was
born in Istanbul in 1952, in a
middle class and secular family,
studied architecture then
journalism. His latest novel,
“Snow”, takes place in Kars in
the early 90s, once a Kurdish
border town between the Tsarist
and Ottoman Empires, to which
a poet, exiled to Frankfort,
returns to rediscover his country.
Coming to investigate the
suicides of a number of young
girls, who had been subjected to
pressure because they wore the
veil, and with the additional
hope of meeting again the
woman he loves, he finds
himself in the middle of an Army
putsch in a town cut off from the
world by snow. At once a love
story and tale about poetic
creativity, “Snow” also describes
“the political and religious conflicts
that characterise Turkish society

ORHAN PAMUK RECEIVES THE 2006 NOBEL PRIZE FOR
LITERATURE WHILE TURKEY PROSECUTES

PUBLISHERS, WRITERS AND JOURNALISTS FOR
CRIMES OF OPINION

today”. Targeted by Turkish
nationalists, Orhan Pamuk has
accumulated literary prizes,
including the prestigious
German booksellers’ Peace Prize
in October 2005 and the French
Prix Médicis for foreign authors
in the same year. The irritation of
his detractors was heightened by
his refusal, in 1998, to accept the
title of “State artist”. He had
already then become the number
one writer in Turkey, with record
sales and the appearance of his
sixth novel.

Despite the perspective of
membership of the European
Union, the Turkish authorities do
not hesitate to ring to court those
whose opinions seem, in their
eyes, to be dissident. Thus, on 17
October, the owner of a
publishing house, a translator
and two publishers were brought
before an Istanbul court charged
with “inciting hatred” for having
published a Turkish translation
of a book by the American
philosopher Noam Chomsky.
The four accused face up to six
years imprisonment for “inciting
(race) hatred” and for “defaming
national identity” because of
their role in publishing the
Turkish edition of
“Manufacturing public opinion: the
political economy of the American
media”. This book, co-authored
by Noam Chomsky and S.
Herman, analyses, through
examples taken from several
countries the influences to which
individuals and media are
subjected. It contains references
to the treatment of the Kurds of
Turkey in then 1990s, which the
Public Prosecutor found
insulting.

The accused — Fatih Tas, owner
of the Aram publishing company,
the publishers Omer Faruk
Kurhan and Taylan Tosun and
the translator, Ender Abadoglu
— rejected the charges. The
judge adjourned the hearing to
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allow them more time to prepare
their defence. “No one should be
astonished if the distributors, the
booksellers and the readers are, in
turn, charged soon”, commented
Mr. Tas on leaving the
courtroom. Mr. Tas had already
been charged and acquitted in
2002 for having published
another book by Noam
Chomsky, which already had
criticised Ankara’s attitude to its
Kurds and the US sales of arms
to Turkey. The famous professor
of linguistics at the prestigious
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT) had, on that
occasion, attended one of the
hearings in Istanbul to
demonstrate his support for the
publisher and to give lectures in
Diyarbekir.

Furthermore, the trial of a
woman journalist, Ipek Calister,
accused of having insulted

Ataturk, began in Istanbul on 5
October. The journalist is accused
of having insulted the founder of
the Turkish Republic, Mustafa
Kemal Atatürk, in a book about
the latter ’s wife. In her book,
“Latife Hanim”, published in
June, Ipek Calister quotes a
witness describing how Mustafa
Kemal Atatürk, in danger of
being attacked by an armed
political opponent, had put on a
Chador (an item of Islamic
women’s clothing) to leave the
Ankara Presidential palace
under the nose of his aggressor.
There is, however, a special law
to protect the memory of the
Great Statesman

These proceedings were started
following a petition launched by
a reader, called Huseyin Tugrul
Pekin, who wrote: “It is the
greatest insult to affirm that
Mustafa Kemal, whose courage none

of us would dare to judge, has done
such a thing”. Ms. Calister, and
the Editor in Chief of the mass
circulation daily Hurriyet, which
published extracts from the
book, face up to four and a half
years jail. Neither of the two
accused attended the first
hearing, which was held on the
last day of the visit to Turkey of
Olli Rehn, European
Commissioner for the
Enlargement. The latter had
warned the Turkish government
that the question of freedom of
expression could harm the
country’s membership of the
E.U. He hoped that Ankara
would amend the legal
provisions that restrict this, and
in particular Article 301 of the
Penal Code, which has provided
the basis of proceedings against
some 70 intellectuals. The
hearing was adjourned till 19
December 2006.
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AS WELL AS …

• PARIS: THE NATIONAL
ASSEMBLY PASSES A BILL
PUNISHING NEGATION OF
THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE.
On 12 October, the members of
the French National Assembly
passed (by 106 votes to 19
against) a socialist Bill to punish
any negation of the Armenian
genocide, despite the openly
expressed opposition of the
government and pressure from
Turkey. Virtually all the Left and
Right members present in the
Assembly voted in favour, but
the majority of the UMP
(conservative — the
government’s party) did not take
part in the voting. The vote was
welcomed by applaud from
members of the Armenian
community present in the public
galleries. The single article of the
Bill provides up to five years
imprisonment and 45,000 euros
fine for those who deny the
existence of the Armenian

genocide, which caused 1.5
million deaths between 1915 and
1923. The Bill complements the
law passed on 29 January 2001,
which merely states that “France
publicly recognises the 1915
Armenian genocide”. On the other
hand the members rejected an
amendment proposed by the
UMP member Patrick Devedjian,
which aimed at restricting the
proposal by excluding university
and scientific researchers from
the law’s field of application. The
Bill passed by the members of
the Assembly is far from final —
it still has to be passed by the
Senate, and it is the government
that decides whether to put it on
the order paper. The Socialist
Party, for its part, said that if the
Right blocked the proposal being
tabled in the Senate, it would
bring it up again after the
elections in the Spring of 2007, in
the event of a Left victory.
The French government tried to
preserve its diplomatic and
economic relations with Turkey

by distancing itself from the
vote. Embarrassed, the
government fears that a new
open crisis with Ankara would,
indeed, result in reprisals and the
loss of billions of euros in
contracts in Turkey for French
firms. The junior Minister
responsible for European affairs,
Catherine Colonna, who was
representing the government,
recalled that it was “not in
favour” of the Bill. “It is not up to
the law to write history” she
interjected. The French Minister
for foreign trade, Christine
Lagarde, stressed that relations
with Turkey were “most
important economic issues for
France”, with an outstanding
debt of 10 billion euros in
contracts for French firms and “a
little over 5 billion euros of exports
every year”.  On 7 October, the
Turkish Prime Minister had met
representatives of French
companies doing business in
Turkey in Istanbul, to persuade
them to put pressure on the

                        



French legislators. The head of
the legal commission of the
Turkish Parliament indicated, for
his part, that Turkey could pass
Bills describing as genocide the
massacres by the French in
Algeria during the period of
colonisation. These Bills also
provided for prison sentences for
those who would deny such
massacres. The Bill had, in fact,
been discussed in May, but its
examination had been
interrupted for lack of time and
no vote had ever been taken. For
her part, Dorothée Schmid, a
specialist at the Institut Française
des Relations Internationales (IFRI
— French institute for
International Relations)
considered that “apparently the
Turks are very angry, but it can be
questioned whether they have a real
interest in imposing sanctions at a
time when they are engaged in
difficult negotiations for entry into
the European Union and must
nurse their image among
Europeans”.
The vote was immediately
denounced by Ankara. The
Turkish government considered
that a severe blow had been
“struck at Franco-Turkish
relations”. “Franco-Turkish
relations, which have developed over
centuries (…) have, today, been
damaged by false and irresponsible
affirmations by French political
public figures who fail to see the
political consequences of their
actions”, retorted the Turkish
Foreign Ministry, in a
communiqué. The European
Commission also regretted the
French vote, considering that
this law, were it to come into
force, “would prevent dialogue for
reconciliation” between Turkey
and Armenia. In the
Commission’s view, Turkey,
which at present only recognises
“inter-ethnic massacres” in 1915,
had begun to move on this issue
by creating a commission of
historians to establish the
historic truth on the subject.

“This law would have the effect
of blocking the debate which is
just beginning” added the
European Union spokesman for
the Enlargement, Olli Rehn, who
considers that “to write history, an
open and free debate” is necessary.
The Commission was also
irritated by the initiative taken
by French President Jacques
Chirac who, during a visit to
Armenia two weeks ago, had
called on Turkey to recognise the
Armenian genocide so as to join
the European Union.

• A FIRST VISIT BY THE
GERMAN CHANCELLOR TO
TURKEY. On 5 October, on the
occasion of her first official visit
to Turkey as German Chancellor,
Angela Merkel declared that
Turkey must observe its
commitments towards Cyprus so
as to be able to continue
negotiations for membership of
the European Union. “The Cyprus
question is a precondition. This
question must be settled for talks to
continue” for Turkey’s
membership of the Union, she
warned during a joint press
conference with the Turkish
Prime Minister Recep Tayyip
Erdogan. The Chancellor, who
will become President of the E.U.
on 1 January next, called on
Ankara to apply the so-called
“Ankara protocols” and to open
its ports and Airports to Cypriot
ships and planes. Turkey signed
this document in July 2005,
extending its customs union
with the E.U. to the ten member
states that entered the Union in
2004 — and thus to the Greek
part of Cyprus. On 4 October, the
eve of the German Chancellor’s
visit to Turkey, Ankara had
cancelled the visit of a group of
Members of the European
Parliament (MEPs) after the
latter had refused to satisfy
Ankara’s demand that the
delegation exclude a Cypriot
MEP. These MEPs were due to
meet the Turkish Ministers of the

Environment, Health, Cypriot,
Marios Matsakis (who Ankara
accuses of anti-Turkish
propaganda) be excluded from
the delegation. The MEPs
rejected this Turkish demand
and angered that Turkey should
wish to impose on them the
composition of their
Parliamentary group.
During her visit to Turkey, Mrs.
Merkel also met, on 6 October,
the spiritual leaders of the
Jewish, Moslem and Christian
communities in Istanbul,
including the Ecumenical
Orthodox Patriarch of
Constantinople, Bartholomew I.
Germany is Turkey’s first trading
partner. The volume of trade
between the two countries was
about 23 billion dollars (18
billion euros) in 2005. Germany
also shelters a large Turkish
community of 2.5 million
immigrant workers and is the
second largest investor in
Turkey.
Berlin will take over the six-
month rotating Presidency of the
European Union as from January
2007. Now the European
Commission’s evaluation report
on Turkey criticises Ankara’s
record with respect to Human
Rights and on the failure of its
negotiations with Cyprus. The
annual report that the European
Commissioner for the
Enlargement, Olli Rehn, is due to
publish on 8 November does not,
however, recommend
suspension of the negotiations
for membership begun in
October 2005. Because of the
persistent violations of the
Ankara protocol, many
European leaders, including the
Finnish Foreign Minister, whose
country is at the moment
holding the rotating Presidency,
have threatened Turkey, in recent
months, for an at least partial
suspension of its negotiations for
membership. The decision may
be examined at the EU summit
in December. To find a solution
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to the Cyprus question, Helsinki
is concentrating on the lifting of
the trade embargo on the Turks
settled in the North part of
Cyprus since the division of the
island in 1974. The ending of this
isolation of North Cyprus has
been demanded by Ankara as a
condition for its allowing Greek
Cypriot ships and planes to enter
its ports and airports and thus
observe its obligations under the
so-called Ankara protocol,
extending its customs union with
the E.U. to the ten member states
that entered the Union in 2004 —
and thus to the Southern part of
Cyprus.
The strongest criticisms in the
next stage report are also in the
question of freedom of
expression and the legal
proceedings still under way
against writers for “insulting
Turkish identity” on the basis of
Article 301 of the Penal Code. On
28 October, Turkey’s Prime
Minister, Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
declared that he had no intention
of amending this controversial
clause in the Penal Code, despite
the demands to this effect from
Brussels. The draft report makes
the point, on the other hand, that
cases of torture have decreased.
However, it stresses the strong
political influence that the Army
continues to exercise and makes
appoint of the lack of
independence of the courts, the
corruption and the inadequate
protection of minority rights.

• T H E  M A Y O R  O F
DIYARBEKIR ON TRIAL
BEFORE A TURKISH COURT.
On 3 October, the mayor of
Diyarbekir appeared before a
local court under suspicion of
“collaboration with the PKK”,
faced up to 10 years in prison.
Osman Baydemir is charged
accused of “conscious and
deliberate aid to an illegal
organisation” in the basis of his
“attitude” during the riots that
occurred in his town last year.

The mayor had praised the
“courage” of the young Kurdish
rioters even as he made efforts to
bring reason to bear and put an
end to the violence that followed
the funerals of PKK fighters
killed by the Army. Mr.
Baydemir had also stated he
shared the sorrow of the
demonstrators at the deaths of
the former.
At the opening of the trial, the
mayor rejected the accusations,
considering that he had not acted
just on his own initiative but at
the request of the province’s
governor, to calm the rioters, The
court adjourned the trial to a
later date so be able to hear more
witnesses.
The riots, which began in
Diyarbekir in March before
spreading to other towns of the
region and to Istanbul, had
caused a total of 16 deaths.
Politicians, like Mr. Baydemir,
connected with pro-Kurdish
parties like the Party for a
Democratic society (DTP), are
regularly suspected of
supporting the PKK.

• S O M E  A R G E N T I N E
MAGISTRATES CALL FOR
AN  I N T E RNA T I ONA L
WARRANT FOR THE ARREST
OF  FORMER  I RAN IAN
P R E S I D E N T ,  A L I
RAFSANJANI, FOR HIS
INVOLVEMENT IN THE
BOMB ATTACK AGAINST A
JEWISH ASSOCIATION. On
25 October, Alberto Nisman,
head of a team of Prosecuting
Attorneys, charged with the case
of a bomb attack, which had
caused 85 deaths, aimed at a
Jewish Association there in 1994,
declared that the decision to
commit the attack “was taken by
the highest authorities if the Islamic
Republic of Iran, that had charged
the Hezbollah with carrying it out”.
These magistrates call for an
international warrant for the
arrest of the highest authorities
of the Iranian government of the

time, including President Ali
Rafsanjani.
No official reaction was made
public following the direct
implication, by these
magistrates, of the Iranian
authorities of the time and the
Shiite Lebanese movement
Hezbollah. The attack had partly
destroyed the head offices of the
Argentine Jewish Mutual Benefit
Insurance Association in 1994.
An Argentine high official
explained the caution of the
government by the necessity to
await a decision of the judge
who will have to rule on the case
drawn up by the prosecutors.
However, whatever may be this
decision, the Argentine legal
system has already let it be
understood, through Judge
Rodolfo Canicoba Corral, in
charge of the case, that the
chances of reaching any
conclusions were very slim. This
is not, moreover, the first time
that Argentine law has
implicated Iran in this bomb
attack — the most murderous
one ever committed in the
country. Thus Judge Juan Jose
Galeano, who conducted the
enquiry for nine years, had
pointed to Moshen Rabbani,
cultural attaché of the Iran
Embassy in Buenos Aires as chief
of the operation, before having
the case withdrawn from him
because of irregularities. This
accusation aroused considerable
tension in both Buenos Aires and
Teheran, which reached their
peak in 2003 when, in the basis
of an Argentine warrant, the
British law arrested the former
Iranian Ambassador to the
Argentine, Hadi Soleimanpur
before releasing him for
insufficient evidence. The
Argentine authorities were
sharply criticised for the
shortcomings in their enquiry,
which never succeeded in
finding the authors of this attack.
Argentine President Nestor
Kirchner, under pressure from

               



the important 300,000-strong
Jewish community in the
Argentine, had recognised in
2005 the State’s responsibility in
these successive failings.
This case cannot fail to call to
mind the assassination, by the
Iranian regime, of Abdul
Rahman Ghassemlou, leader of
the Kurdistan Democratic Party
of Iran (KDPI) in Vienna on 13
July 1989. This opponent of the
Islamic Republic was killed by
two bullets in the head, along
with his two comrades in a flat in
Vienna by members of the
Iranian secret services claiming
to be diplomats. Mohammed
Jaffar Sahrarudi, assistant chief
of the external intelligence of the
Guardians of the Revolution in
Iranian Kurdistan, wounded in
the shootout, was allowed to
leave the hospital where he was
being treated and find refuge in
the Iranian Embassy before
leaving Austria on 22 July. The
Austrian authorities also allowed
another Iranian, a certain
Buzurgian, the subject of a
warrant of arrest, to leave.
Moreover the third man, Haji
Mustafavi Lajeverdi, who was no
less than the Head of the secret
services (internal) of Iranian
Kurdistan, was able freely to
leave Austria without being
bothered in any way.
The Abdel Rahman
Ghassemlou’s successor, Dr.
Sadegh Sharafkandi and his
assistants suffered the same fate.
On 17 September 1992, Dr.
Sadegh Sharafkandi, General
Secretary of the Kurdistan
Democratic Party of Iran and
three of his colleagues were
coldly shot down in the
Mykonos Restaurant in Berlin.
On 10 April 1997, more than
three years after the beginning of
the trial of the alleged
perpetrators of the attack (an
Iranian and four Lebanese) the
Berlin Assize Court handed
down its verdict: the Iranian,
charged with having organised

the murders at the orders of the
Iranian secret services, and a
Lebanese named Abbas Rhayel,
charged with having fired the
fatal shots received life
sentences. Two of their Lebanese
accomplices, Yusef Amin and
Mohammad Atris, were
respectively sentenced to eleven
and five year's imprisonment.
The fifth accused, a Lebanese
named Atallah Ayad was
acquitted.

• THE BBC IS GOING TO
L A U N C H  A  P E R S I A N
LANGUAGE TELEVISION
CHANNEL IN 2008. On 10
October, the BBC announced the
launching of a television channel
in Persian, aimed at Iran, which
would round out its radio and
Internet programmes. This
channel is due to come into
existence early in 2008 and will
be London based. It will, at first,
broadcast eight hours a day,
seven days a week, from 5.00
p.m. to 1.00 a.m. — peak viewing
hours in Iran. It will be accessible
to anyone in the country with a
satellite dish aerial or with access
to cabled television. The cost of
the operation, estimated at £15
million (22.5 million euros) a
year, will be born by the British
government. “The BBC Persian
radio and online services are highly
esteemed by Iranians, especially by
opinion makers”, stated the
director of BBC World, Nigel
Chapman. “In Iran we are
considered the most objective
international broadcaster”, he
added. “However, television is
become more and more the dominant
means by which Iranians receive
their news and information”, he
pointed out. The BBC had
announced, in October 2005, its
intension of launching an Arabic
language channel for the end of
2007, thus competing directly
with pan-Arab satellite television
channels mike Al-Jazeera. 
Furthermore a new daily paper,
close to the reformist camp

appeared on the newsstands on
17 October in Iran, in which
journalist from another
publication banned by the
authorities. “Ruzegar is not the
replacement of Shark but its cultural
contribution is part of the campaign
in support of Shark”, declared
Mohammad Atrianfar, editorial
advisor of the new paper,
alluding to the daily that was
banned by the Press Control
Council. Shark had been banned
for refusing to replace one of its
directors who was charged with
having published blasphemies
and insults against
representatives of the authorities.
The management of the paper
deny these charges and want to
appeal to the courts. The
circulation of Chark was limited
to 130,000 — as against the 70
million inhabitants of Iran.

• AN AMERICAN REPORT
INDICATES THAT SOME
G R E E K  C Y P R I O T S ,
CAPTURED DURING THE
TURKISH INVASION OF
CYPRUS, WERE USED AS
GUINEA-PIGS IN THE
T U R K I S H  A R M Y ’ S
B I O C H E M I C A L
LABORATORIES. On 24
October, the English language
Cyprus daily Cyprus Mail,
quoting the report published in
the “Defence and Foreign Affairs
Strategic Policy” bulletin reported
that “during the years 1984-88,
many Greek Cypriots and Greek
soldiers captured during the
invasion [by Turkey in 1974) were
discovered in the secret biochemical
laboratories of the Turkish Army”
and “They were used as guinea-
pigs”. The report “was prepared by
staff who based their finding on
research conducted on the spot,
principally in Turkey”, explained
Greg Copley, director of the
“International Strategic Studies
Association” to which the bulletin
that originated the report is
affiliated.
The Cyprus Foreign Minister,
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George Lillikas, has indicated
that Cyprus wants to study
the report before announcing
its stand. The problem of
those who disappeared “is a
tragedy for many families
who still suffer even more
when such reports are
published”, the Minister
pointed out. “Thus we must
be very cautious before
announcing our stand” he
stressed, according to the
Cyprus Mail. He also
indicated that the
government expected to
receive the report. For his
part, the government
spokesman, Christodoulos
Pashardis, affirmed that “the
government took the American
report on the missing persons
very seriously, considering its
shocking contents, but is not in a
position to verify them”. “The
government will investigate the
contents of this report very
seriously and in a responsible
manner, but so far has no
evidence to confirm its
reliability”, he pointed out.
According to UNO, 1,468
Greek Cypriots and 502
Turkish Cypriots disappeared
during the communal
violence in 1963-4 and the
Turkish invasion of the island
by Turkish troops in 1974.

• RUSSIA AFFIRMS THAT
IT WANTS TO DELIVER
ALL THE NECESSARY
ARMS TO SYRIA. On 4
October, at the end of his
assignment in Syria, the Russian
Ambassador to Damascus was
entertained by the top Syrian
leaders, with the President
Bashar al-Assad at their head.
Robert Marcryan, the Russian
diplomat, who has filled this
post for all of seven years, gave
a lecture at the Arab Centre for
Strategic Studies in Damascus
in the course of which he
analysed the strategic relations
between the two countries and
the increasingly developed
exchanges, at all levels, that
characterised the cooperation
between Damascus and
Moscow.
Insisting on the important
geostrategic place that Syria
occupies in Russian policies in
the field of world affairs, the
Russian Ambassador declared
that his country was firmly
decided to supply Syria with all
the arms it will need, in
quantity and quality. In other
words, including high
technology ones, though
without giving any details on
the military cooperation
between the two countries. The
interest Russia shows in the

development of its relations
with Syria and of raising them
still further has been
increasingly confirmed recently,
as is evidenced by Moscow’s
decision to cancel ten billion
dollars of Syria’s debt to Russia.
Moreover, the Syrian President,
Bachar al-Assad, issued a
decree authorising the creation
of a Stock Exchange in the
context of measures aimed at
building up a “social market
economy” according to official
economic sources. The
“Damascus Stock Exchange” will
open in 2007. It will “strengthen
investments and create new jobs. It
is a measure that will have a
positive impact on the economy in
general”, the Minister of
Finance, Mohammad al-
Hussein said on 2 October,
according to the Sana News
agency. “It is most important for
the process of economic reforms”,
continued Mr. al-Hussein,
recalling the government’s
decision “gradually” to
transform Syria’s economy, still
very state managed, into “a
social market economy”. Syria
began liberalising its banking
sector by authorising the setting
up of private banks early in
2004. But investors are waiting
for the pursuit of economic and
administrative reforms.
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Iraq

'We Have BigVicîorïes'
Iraq is the world s biggest hot spot, but the countrys président,
Jalal Talabani, says there are encouraging developments

THE PRICE OF

progress in Iraq has
been steep. There
are reconstruction
achievements, to be

sure, but daey get lost in the dai-
ly miasma of murder and may-
hem diat some analysts contend
is a sectarian civil war. And yet,
Iraqi PrésidentJalal Talabani is
optimistic about his country's
future. NEWSWEEK's Lally
Weymoudi spoke with him last
week in New York. Excerpts:

WEYMOUTH: Americans are
discouraged about Iraq. What is
your assessment?
TALABANI: The média focuses
only on the négative side of
Iraq. We have problems with
security, but we have big
achievements and victories.
People are enjoying a new
kind of democracy: they are
enjoying freedom of expres¬
sion, of organization, and
ofhaving their own télévision
and radio. We have liberated
the ecoriomy from the control
of tire state. Now the private
sector is active everywhere. We
have 18 provinces, and at least
12 of thèse are quiet and calm.
Ail over Iraq, schools are open.

Two leading U.S. gênerais testi-
f ied recently that there is a civil
wargoingoninlraq.
This is not civil war. This is
terrorist activity concentrated
on Iraq by Al Qaeda and other
extremists.

Aren't you worried about the
violence?
Ofcourse we are worried. But
thisisone^ide...

What about the Sunni militias?
Before the last élection for
Parliament, Sunnis refused to
sit down with Shiites. I was
mediating. Afterwards, they
were convinced to participate in

Parliament. They agreed to
have a national unity govern¬
ment, and Sunnis, Shiites and
Kurds have agreed to form a

council for national security.
Now Sunnis and Shiites are
governing together. Though
différences remain, this is away
of reconciliation.

Reportedly the U.S. government
is losing faith in Prime Minister
Nuri al -Maliki.
Président Bush assured us that
he will support the Maliki gov¬

ernment. We assured him that
ail Iraqi political parties sup¬

port Maliki. He has done many
important things for Iraq. He
has ordered ail ofthe militias to
stop their activities.

But they haven't stopped.
They are not operating as before.

When should the U.S. troops
leave?
I think within two years
we will be able to train our
Army and have the capacity
to face terrorism. When we
ask our allies to leave Iraq it
will dépend on being able to
keep Iraq's sovereignty and
independence free ofdanger
from the outside. The présence
ofAmerican forces even a
symbolic one will frighten
those who are trying to inter¬
fère in our afFairs.

Are you talking about Iran?
Our prime ministerjust came
back from Iran. He got good
promises from Iran on securi¬
ty promises that they will
never permit any kind of
interférence in the internai
affairs of Iraq.

Do you believe that?
Let us see.

Turkish troops are massed at
Iraq's border.
Yes, but they are not coming
in. We convinced the PKK
[a radical Kurdish separatist
group based in Iraq] to stop
fighting, and within days it
will officially announce a

ceasefire. This will help Iraq
open a new chapter in rela¬

tions with Turkey. We are
urging the Turkish Kurds to
be moderate, to wage their
struggle through démocra¬
tie means.

What do you think of the
American idea of transforming
Middle Eastern countries into
democracies?
I support this idea. I believe
democracy is the panacea for ail
problems in the Middle East.

So while many Americans believe
the war in Iraq is a mess, you be¬

lieve the opposite.
Iraq is not in chaos. There are
many provinces that are calm
where people live in prosperity.

al think within two years we will be able to train our Army and
... face terrorism. When we ask our allies to leave Iraq n

it will dépend on being able to keep Iraq ... free of danger. jj
-JALAL TALABANI

We are grateful to your people,
to your Army, to your prési¬
dent. You liberated us from
a dictatorship.

So this fight is not in vain?
What I want from the Ameri¬
can média is to send people to
Iraq to see différent parts ofthe
country, notjust Fallujah and
Baghdad. Some places are in
trouble, including Baghdad,
but we are improving this.

Would you welcome U.S. bases
in Kurdistan?
Yes. I think we will be in need
ofAmerican forces for a long
time to prevent foreign inter¬
férence. Ten thousand soldiers
and two air bases would be
enough. This will be in the in-
terest ofthe Iraqi people and
of peace in the Middle East.
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Kurdish attacks on Turkey put
U.S. in a bind

Washington urges Northern Iraq to rein in guerrillas who attack ally Turkey

By Philip Shishkin
QandH'Mountain Range, Iraq

KURDISH GUERRILLAS have
used the remote mountains
of Northern Iraq as a base to

attack Turkey for décades. Now
their présence has become a
thorny problem for Washington.

Thousands offighters linkedwith
the Kurdistan Workers' Party, or
PKK, move openly in dozens of
camps spread throughout Qandil's
scrubbymountainsidesandtree-cov-
ered ravines. A day's hike tothenorth
lies Turkey, wheremostofthèse mili¬
tants were born and where they face
terrorism charges for fighting for
Kurdish autonomy. Hère inNorthern
Iraq, with grenades clipped to the
belts of their matching olive-green
outfîts, the fighters conduct combat
drills, restock arms orwatchsatellite
télévision. A few months ago, they
honored their leader by painting his
image on a giant concrète slab they
poured onto a hillside. It is visible
from kilometers away.

"We have our own state in the
mountains," says Farman, the
42-year-old area commander
whose neck bears the indented scar
of a bullet wound. Like other mili¬
tants from the PKK, he introduced
himself by first name only.

The guerrillas' enclave in North¬
ern Iraq is at the center ofa growing
diplomatie storm. As the U.S. be-
gins to exertpressure on Iraq to rein
in the anti-Turkey fighters, it fïnds
itself caught between two key al¬
lies. On one side is Iraqi Kurdistan,

which supported the U.S. invasion
ofIraq and whose leaders have deep
ties with the Kurdistan Workers'
Party. On the other is Turkey, a mem¬
ber ofthe North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization and a Muslim democ¬
racy, whose leaders say they are
committed to destroying the PKK.

Stakes for Washington are high.
Iraqi Kurdistan is the safest part of
the Iraq. Armed conflict between
Turkey and Kurdish fighters would
prove calamitous, adding another

front" to the bloody Iraqi battlefield
and further stretching U.S. and
Iraqi security forces. Turkey, which
maintains tens of thousands of
troops on its border with Iraq; said
this summer it is drawîng up plans
to attack the guerrillas' positions.

For the first time since thèse
fighters began using Iraq as a base
more than two décades ago, Wash¬
ington has appointed a high-level
diplomat to address the crisis. In late
August, it named retired Air Force
Gen. Joseph Ralston to the post of
Spécial Envoy for Countering the
PKK. Gen. Ralston, a former NATO
top commander, took a whirlwind
tour through Turkish and Iraqi capi-
tals in September, pressing the U.S.
point that Iraqi territory shouldn't
be used as a PKK haven. Turkish
Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Er¬
dogan will raise the issue with Prési¬
dent George W. Bush when the two
meet in Washington today.

Gen; Ralston's tour cornes after
a summer of heightened violence.
In one week in July, PKK militants
killed at least 15 Turkish soldiers
and police. A month later, explo¬
sions in three Turkish cities killed
three Turkish citizens and injured
60 civilians, including foreign tour-
ists. The attacks against civilians
were claimed by Kurdistan Free¬
dom Falcons, which Turkish and
Western officiais say opérâtes un¬
der the auspices of the PKK.

On Saturday, the PKK promised
to hait attacks, the fifth time the
group has declared a cease-fire.
However, the decades-old conflict
remains far from defused. Past
traces have led to lulls in violence,
followedbyintensifîed fighting. Tur¬
key immediately dismissed the
cease-fire. Violence in the Kurdish
area ofTurkey continued yesterday.

The Kurds, who number about 25
million and speak their own lan-
guage, have never had a country of
theirown Most ofthemlive incontig-
uousborder stretches inTurkey, Iraq,
Iran and Syria. The majority about
15 million live in Turkey, which has
historically denied them minority
rights such as cultural récognition or
Kurdish-language éducation.

Since its birth in Turkey in 1974,
the PKK, or Partiya Karkerên Kurdi¬
stan, has emplqyed a violent blend
of Marxism and nationalism. Its
guerrillas Consolidated support in
the countryside, ruthlessly attack-
ing Turks ànd Kurds alike who

stood in the way of their goal of es-
tablishing an independent Kurdis¬
tan. The conflict with the Turkish
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military led to an estimated 30,000
deaths in the 1980s and the 1990s.

Pressured inside Turkey, the
PKK found a haven in Northern Iraq
in the mid-1980s. Iraqi Kurdish
leaders, fighting their own rébel¬
lion against Baghdad, allowed the
PKK to enter Northern Iraq in a ges-
ture of pan-Kurdish solidarity.
Iraqi Kurds were also among the re-
gion's strongest supporters of the
U.S. décision to dépose Saddam
Hussein, who is currently on trial
in Baghdad on charges of génocide
against Iraqi Kurds in the 1980s. -

In the aftermath ofthe 2003 U.S.
invasion of Iraq, which Turkey op¬

posed, IraqiKurdistanhas strength-
ened its autonomy. The home to five
million Kurds, the Iraqi région has
gradually accumûlated the trap-
pings of sovereignty from Bagh-
dad's rule, serving as an inspira-
tional example to Kurds across the
border in Turkey and Iran.

In early September, Massoud
Barzani, the region's président, out-
lawed the Iraqi national flag on the
grounds that it symbolizes repres¬
sion of Kurds under Mr. Hussein.
Only Kurdish flags, marked with a
bright yellow sun in the middle,
now remain. The region's parlia¬
ment just approved a petroleum
law that stipulâtes that revenue
from future oil production doesn't i

have to be shared with Baghdad.
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(Baghdad has criticized the re¬
gion's drive to set its own oil policy.)
Boundaries between Kurdistan and
the rest of Iraq are reinforced with
trenches and patrolled by units of
the régionalgovernment's own mili¬
tary force, the Peshmerga.

Inaddressing the guerrillas shel-
tering within their borders, Iraqi
Kurdistan's officiais find them:
selves with dual allegiances. While
Washington classifies the Kurdis¬
tan Workers' Party as a terrorist
group, Iraqi Kurd leadersview them
as freedom fighters. Masrur Bar¬
zani, thehead ofIraqi Kurdistan's in¬
telligence branch and the son ofthe
régional président, says Kurds "ex-
isted hère long before" the Turkic
tribes from CentralAsia began their
conquest of modérn-day Turkey a
millennium ago. Jafar Mustafa Ali,
an Iraqi Kurd in charge of many
Peshmerga units, suggests the PKK
fighters are eut from the same na¬
tionalist cloth as Iraq's anti-Sad¬
dam Kurdish guerrillas. "The PKK
asks for the rights of its people," he
says. "Why should somebody be
called a terrorist for that?"

At the same time the region's ad-
ministrators are eager to avoid the
sort ofviolence afflicting the rest of
Iraq. As Northern Iraq looks to start
pumping its own oil, it will require
coopération from Turkey and Iran
to ship it to international clients. Al¬
ready, bilatéral trade between Tur¬
key and Northern Iraq has grown to
an estimated $3 billion last year, ac¬

cording to Turkish and Iraqi offi¬
ciais. A peaceful resolution of the
PKK issue will also help the area at-
tract foreign investment.

According to Turkish and West¬
ern intelligence, some 3,000 guer¬
rillas live in Iraq's Qandil moun¬
tains at any given time. A smaller
force is based on the Turkish side
ofthe border. Western and Turkish
intelligence officiais say guerrillas
train and acquire weapons on the
Iraqi camps. The camps also serve
as rest-and-recuperation sites for
rebels who have fought in Turkey,
especiahy during harsh winters
when skirmishes usually die down.
The PKK also runs a hidden hospi-
tal, they say, which treats fighters
wounded in clashes inside Turkey.

A typical guerrilla is Semad, a
29-year-old who grew up in the
southeastern Turkish city of Di¬
yarbakir and later moved with his
family to Istanbul. Two of his older
brothers died in the fighting with
Turkish security forces, and Semad
says he started helping the PKK at
the âge of 9, delivering messages,
leaflets and food in the militant un-
derground. He worked briefly as a

' postman in Istanbul. By the time he
; turned 18 he walked off into thé
' mountains and joined the fighters,
' taking the name of one of his dead
brothers as a nom-de-guerre.

Dévotion to the group's Marxist
founder, Abdullah Ocalan (pro-
nounced O-dja-lan), borders on cult-
ish. Mr. Ocalan was captured in

: 1999, and is currently serving a life
sentence in a Turkish island prison.
His portrait is ubiquitous in the
camps, onbright yellow banners or
surrounded with flowers. His sé¬

vère, moustached visage is painted
inboldblue, white and black on a con¬
crète slab above one ofthe camps.

On a quiet day at the camps, the
wooden hovels, tents and clearings
brim with domesticity, though alco-
hol and dating are banned. On a re-
centsunnymorning,Saria,a21-year-
old Kurdish woman from Syria who
joined the PKK five years ago, wa-
tëred a patch of saplings. A maie
guerrilla chopped firewood. Inside
one ofthe shacks, in a wooden book-
case straining under the weight of
Mr. Ôcalan's books, there are two
well-thumbed volumes of J.R.R.
Tolkien's "The Lord ofthe Rings" in
Turkish, the language most guerril¬
las hère speak fluently and use in
conversations alongside Kurdish.

The camps' relaxed feel belies
their occupants' serious mission.
"Our position now is self-defense
war eyerywhere" against the Turk¬
ish military, the Kurdistan Workers'
Party current leader, Murât Karay-
lan, said in a middle-of-the-night in¬
terview early last month in Qandil.
Mr. Karaylan, a pistol holder under
his vest, has been a PKK member
since 1978 andleads a clandestine ex¬
istence shuttling among mountain
camps. His arrest and extradition
are among Turkey's main demands.
"If necessary, we can escalate [the
war] four to five times," he said.

Washington's envoy, Gen. Ral¬
ston, didn't speak with the PKK. Last
month in Northern Iraq, Ankara and

Baghdad, he met with Président Bar¬
zani, Turkish and Iraqi prime minis¬
ters, and U.S., Turkish and Iraqi mili¬
tary officiais. He urged Iraqi leaders
toput pressure on the guerrillas, ask-
ing them to close PKK offices and
adopt other, as yet undisclosed, mea-
sures against the group. "Clearly,
this is not an easy task," Gen. Ralston
told reporters upon his return to
Washington late last month.

In his interview, Mr. Karaylan
said he had been pressed by Iraqi
Kurdish officiais to hait attacks on
Turkish forces. OnThursday, the im-
prisoned Mr. Ocalan appealed to
PKK guerrillas to call a cease-fire,
asking them to fight back only if at-
tacked by Turkish forces. In a news :

conférence on Saturday, field
leaderMr. Karaylan announced that
the guerrillas would call a truce.

The Turkishgovernment called in-
stead for full disarmament. "A cease-
fire is dpne between states," Prime
MinisterErdogan told a Turkish tele- ;

vision channel last week. "A terrorist
organization must lay down its

arms." On Sunday, hours after the
truce took effect, Turkish soldiers
killed a PKK fighter in Southeastern
Turkey, not far from the Iraqiborder.

Iraqi forces wouldfind it éhalleng-
irig to dismantle the camps: Baghdad
doesn't have sway over Iraqi Kurdis¬
tan's Peshmerga security forces,
who would be unlikely to tum their
weapons against fellow Kurds.

Turkish officiais say they are pre-
pared to wait for the diplomacy to
runits coursebefore considering mil¬
itary options. But one Turkish gov¬
ernment adviser says, "We won't
wait too long." Iran, which has also
suffered attacks from Kurdish sepa-
ratists linked to the PKK and fighting
out of the same Iraqi mountains,
shelled Northern Iraq earlier this
year, according to officiais in Iraqi
Kurdistan. Iranianofficiais denythis.

While Northern Iraq has as-
sumed great importance as a PKK
haven, the root causes of the
group's appeal to Turkish Kurds can
be found in the Turkish Southeast.
The area is still reeling from the vio¬
lence ofthe past two décades. Ma¬
jor riots erupted in Diyarbakir in
March after several PKK fighters
were killedbyTurkish forces . Thou¬
sands of young Kurds set up road-
blocks, trashed banks and shops
and attacking police with rocks. In
some parts of Diyarbakir, a city of
one million résidents, unemploy-
ment runs as high as 70%.

Partly under pressure from the
European Union, which Turkey
hopes to join, Turkish officiais have
been trying to address some ofthe
Kurdish demands for greater rights.
Broadcasting in Kurdish, as well as
Kurdish-language classes, have
been allowed, thoughboth activities
are still tightly controlled. The gov¬
ernment wants to channel invest¬
ment to the région and now openly
acknowledges that it has long ne-
glected its Kurdish citizens and de-
nied their identity. While thèse are
small steps, they would have been
unthinkable even a décade ago.

"One of the reasons we were
fighting was to provide the condi¬
tions for greater cultural and lan¬
guage rights. At the time it was nec¬
essary," says Hasan Seker, a dne-
timè teacher in a village school, who
joined the PKK in the 1980s, fought,
lost an index finger on his right
hand.T/vas captured and spent nine
years in prison. He now runs a cul¬
tural center in Diyarbakir promot-
ing Kurdish music, literature and
language. Though the center still
faces restrictions, he says the différ¬
ence is obviôus. "It's serious;
progress. We came from the point
of 'Kurds don't exist' tothis point,"
hesays. "Ofcourse it gives us hope." ;
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La guérilla kurde du PKK
décrète un cessez-le-feu
MONTS KANDIL (Kurdistan d'Irak)

ENVOYÉE SPÉCIALE
Le cinquième cessez-le-feu unila¬
téral proclamé par le Parti des tra¬
vailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK) en
l'espace de treize ans a-t-il des
chances d'être enfin, sinon accep¬
té, du moins pris' éiï considéra-* ,,

don par lés autorités turques ?

Entrée èri: vigueur; dimanche"'
1" octobre, à la veille d'une rencon¬
tre du président américain, Geor¬
ge Bush, et du premier ministre
turc, Recep Erdogan, cette trêve a

été annoncée par le numéro deux
du PKK, Mourat Karayilan.
Lequel a tenu, samedi, une confé¬
rence de presse « clandestine »,
pour une douzaine de journalis¬
tes, dont des Turcs.

Cette rencontre s'est tenue à
l'ombre d'un mûrier, au bord d'un
ruisseau dans les montagnes de
Kandil qui bordent l'Iran, dans le
nord-est de l'Irak. Rien n'a man¬
qué au cérémonial d'un parti consi¬
déré comme terroriste par la Tur¬
quie, les Etats-Unis et l'Union euro¬
péenne : le portrait du « Sokil de

l'humanité » - un des noms don¬
nés par le PKK à son chefAbdullah
Ocalan, dit « Apo », emprisonné à
vie en Turquie - ; les jeunes gué¬

rilleros, garçons et filles, arrivant à
bord de 4 x 4 ; et la présence de
représentants du « système démo¬
cratique » du PKK - une femme en
tailleur qualifiée de présidente de
son « Parlement », et un homme
posant en « ministre de la défense » .

Mais le seul à parler fut Mourat
Karayilan. Selon des opposants au
PKK, il s'agit d'un des cinq chefs
du parti qui, avec le grand leader,
usent de leur droit de vie ou de
mort sur ses membres. Le PKK,
lui, assure avoirviré de son marxis¬

me-léninisme à la «démocratie,
l'écologie et l'égalité des sexes » et
accepter une simple autonomie au
sein de la Turquie, où sa guerre a

déjà fait plus de 30 000 morts et
continue à en provoquer.

Mourat Karayilan ne- s'écarta
cependant pas du texte d'un
« appel » lancé jeudi par Abdul¬
lah Ocalan disant à ses hommes
de cessez-le-feu sans' Il
fut ainsi annoncé que les guérille¬
ros, « plus nombreux en Turquie
qu'en Irak », ne riposteront que si
les Turcs les attaquent «pour les

annihiler ». Il s'agit, selon lui, de
stopper la haine montante entre
Turcs et Kurdes, et un chaos régio¬
nal généralisé.

Refus d'Ankara
Jusque-là, le PKK réclamait un

cessez-le-feu conditionné par des
négociations avec Ankara. Mais
la donne régionale a changé. Les
Turcs menacent d'attaquer les
bases du PKK au Kurdistan
d'Irak si Bagdad, ou les forces
américaines en Irak, ne le font
pas eux-mêmes. Or Washington,
craignant qu'une intervention tur¬
que n'entraîne celle de l'Iran et
déstabilise la seule région calme
d'Irak, a promis d'aider Ankara si
celle-ci modère son approche de
sa « question kurde ». La lutte
contre le PKK devait dominer la
rencontre, lundi à Washington,
entre MM. Bush et Erdogan.

Les Américains attendent de la
Turquie qu'elle évite, pour une
fois, de répondre à l'offre du PKK
par des attaques accrues, et qu'elle
entame une désescalade, même
non proclamée, en attendant un
hypothétique processus de paix. S

Sophie Shihab
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Chirac pousse la Turquie à assumer son passé
ARMÉNIE
La première visite d'État
d'un président français
à Erevan a été largement
consacrée au génocide
arménien de 1915-1917.

~> De notre envoyé spécial à Erevan

<
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« SOUVIENS-TOI». Ces mots ins¬
crits par Jacques Chirac sur le livre
d'or du Mémorial du génocide, à
Erevan, donnent le sens de la visi¬
te d'État, hautement symbolique,
du président français en Armé- :

nie : regarder l'Histoire en face.
Cette visite de trois jours, la pre¬
mière d'un président français et
même d'un chef d'État occidental
dans cette toute jeune République
qui a accédé à l'indépendance en,
1991, était très attendue. Surtout
de la part d'un homme qui, tout
en cultivant ses relations amicales
avec l'Arménie, a toujours soute¬
nu l'entrée dé la Turquie dans
l'Union européenne. À Erevan,
Chirac a donc accompli les gestes
qu'attendaient les Arméniens.

Accompagné de son homo¬
logue arménien Robert Kotcha-
rian, le président français a visité
le Mémorial du génocide, sur la
colline du Fort-âux-Hirondelles
qui domine la capitale. Comme le
veut la tradition, Jacques et Ber¬
nadette Chirac ont déposé des
oeillets devant la flamme éternel-^
le, avant de planter un arbre du:

Samedi, Jacques et Bernadette Chirac ont déposé des illets devant

la flamme du Mémorial du génocide, lieu symbolique de la tragédie du

peuple arménien. AFP.

souvenir. Dans ce lieu symbolique :

de la tragédie du peuple armé-

nien, le footballeur Youri Djor-
kaeff s'est longuement recueilli, !

tandis que le journaliste Daniel i

Bilalian était submergé par l'émo- ,

tion. Chirac et Kotcharian ont en¬
suite inauguré la place de France,
au coeur d'Erevan. L'ancienne pla¬
ce de l'Opéra était, à la fin des an-
nées 1980, le haut lieu de la

contestation au régime sovié¬
tique. Samedi soir, il a assisté, pla¬
ce de la République, au grand j

concert du plus célèbre Armé¬
nien, Charles Aznavour. !

Un travail de mémoire
.; À Erevan, Jacques Chirac a

surtout eu les mots qu'espéraient,

sans toujours y croire, les Armé¬
niens, notamment ceux de Fran¬
ce. Au cours d'une conférence de
presse conjointe avec Robert Kot¬
charian, il a posé un principe :

« La France reconnaît le génocide
arménien. » Mais il est allé plus
loin. La Turquie doit-elle recon¬
naître le génocide pour pouvoir
entrer dans l'UE ? « Honnêtement,
je le crois », a-t-il dit. « Tout pays se

grandit en reconnaissant ses
drames et ses erreurs. » Jacques
Chirac a fait un parallèle avec l'Al¬
lemagne et la réconciliation fran¬
co-allemande de l'après-guerre.
« Peut-on dire que l'Allemagne, qui
a profondément reconnu la Shoah,

a perdu son crédit ? Elle s'est gran¬
die », a-t-il affirmé, appelant An¬
kara à faire un travail de mémoire
similaire. « La Turquie serait bien
inspirée, au regard de son histoire,
de sa tradition profonde et de sa
culture, qui est aussi une culture
humaniste, d'en tirer les consé¬
quences. »

Même si l'entourage du prési¬
dent à fait valoir qu'il ne s'agissait
pas d'un changement de position
de sa part, les Arméniens de Fran¬
ce ont immédiatement salué ce
« pas en avant ». Très hostile à
l'adhésion de la Turquie, le sarko-
zyste Patrick Devedjian s'est ré¬
joui de cette « avancée considé¬
rable ». « C'est un moment
historique », a-t-il dit en souli- ;

gnant la portée symbolique des
déclarations de Jacques Chirac « à
deux pas de la frontière turque qui
estfermée dans le but avoué d'as- .

phyxier l'Arménie ». Jacques Chi¬
rac a toutefois déçu certains '

membres de la diaspora en
condamnant par avance la propo¬
sition de loi socialiste visant à pé¬

naliser la négation du génocide
arménien. Cette proposition, qui
devrait être examinée par les dé¬
putés le 12 octobre, « relève plus,
aujourd'hui, de la polémique que
de la réalité juridique », a-t-il dit,
en expliquant que l'arsenal légis¬
latif existant permettait de sanc¬
tionner le négationnisme.

Philippe Goutliaud
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Cessez-le-feu unilatéral proclamé par
les Kurdes du PKK

Li
. e «cessez-le-feu unilaté¬
ral» annoncé par les re¬
belles kurdes turcs du

IPKK (Parti des tra¬
vailleurs du Kurdistan, indé¬
pendantiste) est entré en vi-
gueurdimanche. Lejourmême
où le Premier ministre turc
Recep Tayyip Erdoganarrivait
à Washington pour discuter
avec Bush d'un engagement
accru des Américains contre
les bases arrières en Irak du
nord de cette organisation
considérée commeterroriste
par laTurquie, les Etats-Unis
et l'Union Européenne. «Je
vais demander une mise au
clairde l'attitudede Washing¬
ton face à ces terroristes», a
déclaré au quotidien.ffi/rnye£
le Premier ministre issu du

mouvement islamiste qui,
plusieurs fois ces derniers
mois, avaitévoqué l'éventuali¬
té d'une opération turqueau-
delàde lafrontière. L'adminis¬
trationaméricaines'yoppose,
craignantunembrasement du
Kurdistan irakien, seule zone
du pays épargnée par les vio¬
lences. Mais elle promet des
mesures «effectives» contre
les 5000combattants duPKK
retranchés dans les monta¬
gnes de Qandil. Ces pressions
croissantes expliquent l'an¬
nonce d'une trêve lancéejeudi
du fond de saprison dTmrali
(au large d'Istanbul) par Ab¬
dullah Ocalan, le leader cha¬
rismatique de l'organisation
condamné à la prison à vie.
«Cette chancepourraitêtre la

dernière», a déclaré le chefre¬
belle dansun message diffusé
par ses avocats appelant à un
processus de réconciliation
entre Turcs etKurdes (13%de
lapopulation). La «sale guer¬
re» entreAnkaraetles rebelles
kurdes en luttepour l'autono

me vais demander une mise
au clair de l'attitude de Washington
face à ces terroristes.»
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Premier ministre turc

mie pour larégiondusud-est
anatolien a fait plus de 37000
morts entrel984etl999.
Une trêve précédente avait
été interrompueen2004et le
nombre d'accrochages avait
augmenté, coûtant lavie cette
année à 79 représentants des

£tMmàt
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Téhéran joue la carte française pour tenter
de difi^r les grandes puissances sur le nucléaire
L'IRAN n'a rien cédé. Trois semai¬
nes de contacts entre son émissai¬
re,Ali Larijani, et le chefde la diplo¬
matie européenne, Javier Solana,
n'ont débouché, au final, sur aucu¬
ne volonté de Téhéran de suspen¬
dre ses activités d'enrichissement
d'uranium, ainsi que le lui deman¬
de la résolution 1696 du Conseil de
sécurité de l'ONU, votée fin juillet.

Ce constat est désormais fait
par l'entourage de M. Solana. En
septembre, les Iraniens avaient
certes « envoyé des signaux, fait
croire qu'ils pourraient envisager
des modalitéspour la suspension, et
c'est la raison pour laquelle nous
étions prudemment optimistes »,
commente une source européen¬
ne. « Mais [le président iranien]
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad s'est jeté
dans le débat et, ces derniersjours,
c'était "non, non, non" » à la sus¬

pension.
Cet échec des efforts diplomati¬

ques européens, auxquels les
Etats-Unis avaient décidé de don¬
ner leur chance, ouvre la voie,
sauf revirement de dernière minu¬
te, à un passage à des sanctions
ciblées et progressives contre
l'Iran. Une réunion des ministres
des affaires étrangères des six
puissances traitant ce dossier
(Etats-Unis, Russie, Chine, Fran¬
ce, Royaume-Uni et Allemagne)

pourrait avoir lieu dès vendredi, à
Londres. Les Etats-Unis et le
Royaume-Uni poussent pour un
passage aux sanctions.

Ce contexte explique, selon les
diplomates occidentaux, la tentati¬
ve faite, mardi 3 octobre, par
l'Iran. Par la voix du numéro deux
de l'Agence iranienne de l'énergie
atomique, Mohammad Saïdi,
Téhéran a proposé la mise en place
d'un « consortium » avec la société
françaiseAreva « pourfaire de l'en¬
richissement d'uranium en Iran ».

Un «test»
L'offre a été aussitôt déclinée

par Paris, et M. Solana a commen¬
té qu'un tel projet « serait difficile
à réaliser ». On soulignait, à Paris
et à Bruxelles, que l'Iran ne se
livrait là qu'à une tactique de
diversion, et que la question cen¬
trale restait la suspension de l'en¬
richissement.

Mais le fait que l'Iran choisisse
de se tourner ainsi vers la France
mérite d'être relevé. La télévision
iranienne a expliqué mardi qu'il
s'agissait d'un « test » et « d'éva¬
luer l'étendue du réalisme et de la
flexibilité du gouvernement fran¬
çais ». Le geste iranien intervient
deux semaines après les déclara¬
tions de Jacques Chirac au
moment de l'Assemblée générale

des Nations unies. Il avait souli¬
gné que le « dialogue [devait] pré¬
valoir» avec l'Iran, et indiqué
qu'il n'était pas favorable à des
sanctions immédiates.

Depuis le déclenchement en
juillet de la guerre au Liban, entre
le Hezbollah et Israël, M. Chirac a

multiplié les gestes d'ouverture
en direction de Téhéran. Il a reçu,
le 13 septembre à l'Elysée, un
émissaire de M. Ahmadinejad.

La France a déployé un contin¬
gent au Liban sud, et les responsa¬
bles français craignent en privé
qu'il ne devienne l'otage des
visées iraniennes. Des sociétés
comme Total et Renault ont par
ailleurs d'importants intérêts en
Iran.

« La France estface à un dilem¬
me, estime l'expert Nadim Sheha-
de, de l'institut Chatham House, à
Londres, elle veut empêcher une
confrontation avec l'Iran, tout en
préservant l'alliance qu'elle s'est
efforcée de reconstruire avec les

Etats-Unis, après les divisions de

2003 sur l'Irak. » Mais Gary Samo-
re, un ancien conseiller de Bill
Clinton pour la non-prolifération,
relève que « les Etats-Unis, en rai¬
son de leursproblèmes en Irak, nese
pressent pas non plus pour une
confrontation totale avec l'Iran ». m

NATALIE NOUGAYRÈDE

forces de l'ordre. Les attentats
se multiplient, notamment
revendiqués par de petits
groupes comme les TAK
(Faucons pour la liberté du
Kurdistan) dissidents du
PKK.Afin d'arrêterun engre¬
nage de laviolence qui risque

d'entraînerundur-
cissement sécuri¬
taire etcompliquer
la marche turque
vers l'Europe, le
DTP (Parti pour

une société démocratique) le
principal parti kurde de Tur¬
quie avait appelé le PKK à
proclamer un cessez-lë-feu,
il y a quinze jours. Erdogan
avait déclaré i'an dernier que
«la question kurde ne se [ré¬
soudrait] qu'avecplus de dé¬

mocratie». Mais sa marge de
manuvre se fait d'autant
plus étroite que le nouveau
chefd'état-major de l'armée,
le général Yasar Bûyukanit,
laïc convaincu et défenseur
acharné de l'intégrité de lana-
tion, est hostile à tout com¬
promis.
«Un cessez-le-feu sefait entre
des Etats et non avec une or¬
ganisation terroriste», avait
déclaré le Premier ministre
en réponse aux déclarations
d'Ôcalan exigeant d'abord du
PKKqu'«ildépose lesarmes».
Il a néanmoins affirmé di¬
manche que si les guérilleros
respectent leur engagement,
«aucune opération nesera me¬

néesansraisonpar l'armée». -
MARC SEMO
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Un rêve kurde
PolitiS, JEUDI 5 OCTOBRE 2006

IRAK. Le Kurdistan, qui bénéficie d'une autonomie considérable,
est en train de se doter d'une Constitution qui lui ouvre la voie
vers l'indépendance.

Manifestation de soutien au président Massoud Barzani, àArbil (nord de l'Irak), le 14 juin 2005.

LES KURDES IRAKIENS sont-ils en passe de construire
leur indépendance tout en doublant leur territoire
actuel ? Tel est l'enjeu de la Constitution dont est en
train de se doter cette région du nord de l'Irak, qui
bénéficie d'une autonomie considérable depuis 1991.
Après la première guerre du Golfe, en effet, le Kur¬
distan a été protégé par une zone d'exclusion aérienne
mise en place par la coalition internationale. Aujour¬
d'hui, aucun soldat irakien ni américain n'y stationne.
La Constitution irakienne reconnaît la garde régio¬
nale composée des peshmergas, les combattants kurdes,
qui assurent toutes les fonctions policières et militaires.
Elle précise aussi que le gouvernement kurde est le
seul gouvernement officiel du Kurdistan, que sa justice
est indépendante, et que les lois votées par son Parle¬
ment prévalent sur celles de Bagdad. Ces concessions
ont été faites aux Kurdes car la Constitution a été rédi¬
gée et adoptée en 2004-2005, période durant laquelle
les Arabes sunnites boycottaient les institutions ; les
Kurdes étaient donc alors indispensables à la stabilité
politique voulue par les chiites majoritaires et l'occu¬
pant américain.

Pour préserver ces acquis en matière d'autogouvernement,
l'Assemblée nationale kurde a décidé l'an dernier de
graver dans le marbre les lois fondamentales qui régis¬
sent depuis 1992 la vie de ses 4 millions d'adminis¬
trés. La Constitution rédigée a été transmise, il y a
quinze jours, au président du Kurdistan, Massoud Bar¬
zani. «Pendant unepériode de deux à trois mois, eUeserasou-
mise à la consultation de la société civile, dejuristes, d'amis
étrangers, etc., explique Saywan Barzani, représentant
du gouvernement du Kurdistan à Paris. Ensuite, l'As¬
semblée l'adoptera et décidera de son mode de ratification,
parlementaire ou référendaire. » Un problème épineux se

pose, cependant : celui des limites
du territoire kurde. Le Kurdis¬
tan administratif actuel recouvre
42 000 km2, et le projet de Consti¬
tution inclut près de 40 000 km2
supplémentaires. 31 s'agit de zones
historiquement kurdes - et riches
en pétrole -, comme la ville de
Kirkouk ou des pans des régions
de Ninive, Dyala, etc., qui ont
subi une arabisation sous le
régime de Saddam Hussein. Bag¬

dad offrait des milliers de dollars
aux Irakiens arabes qui accep¬
taient d'occuper les maisons et
les terres dont les Kurdes étaient
chassés. La Constitution irakienne
prévoit d'appliquer le droit au
retour des Kurdes, auxquels les
colons arabes doivent rétrocéder
leurs biens.
Ce processus avance dans les
campagnes, plus lentement dans
les villes. L'ex-Premier ministre
ftiiahim al-Jaafari, qui rechignait
à faire appliquer ce droit, a perdu
son poste sous la pression des

s Kurdes. Selon un accord négo¬
cié au parlement de Bagdad, les
restitutions devront aboutir avant

fin 2007, puis un recensement sera fait, prélude à un
référendum qui demandera aux populations si elles
veulent être rattachées au Kurdistan. « Ce problème
territorial sera réglé soit légalement, soitpar laforce, pré¬
voit Saywan Barzani. Je croispersonnellement que cela
se terminera mal. »

L'affirmation du Kurdistan pourrait aller jusqu'à l'indé¬
pendance : le projet de Constitution kurde intègre le
droit à l'autcxiéteirnination, et la Constitution irakienne
établit un système fédéral basé sur IV union volontaire ».

Mais elle entraîne l'opposition d'une partie des Ira¬
kiens et des pays voisins. « Ce qui sepasse en Irak suscite
un espoirpour les Kurdes de Turquie, d'Iran et de Syrie,
explique Kendal Nezam, président de l'Institut kurde
de Paris. La nation kurde a étépartagée contre songré au len¬

demain de la Première Guerre mondialepar les Français et
les Anglais. Aujourd'hui, les Kurdes veulent avant tout, quel
quesoit l'Etatdont ils dépendent, survivre en tantquepeuple
enpréservant leur identité, leurculture; maiscertains veulent
eux aussi accéder à uneforme d'autonomie. »

L'Iran, la Turquie, la Syrie pourraient être tentés d'in¬
tervenir en Irak. Le Président irakien, le Kurde Jalal Tala¬
bani, a averti que, si les pays voisins ne respectaient
pas les frontières, leurs minorités kurdes pourraient
être soutenues - notamment celles de Turquie, où les
séparatistes duPKK ont déclaré le 30 septembre un ces¬

sez-le-feu unilatéral. . . annoncé quelques jours aupa¬
ravant par M. Talabani. En outre, les Américains pour¬
raient un jour se désengager des zones de guérilla du
centre de l'Irak tout en gardant un pied dans la région,
en s'installant dans un Kurdistan qu'ils pousseraient
vers l'indépendance en échange de leur protection. Un
scénario qui fait rêver plus d'un Kurde.

Dante Sanjurjo
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Les partagesde l'Irak
Le projet de loi sur le fédé¬

ralisme pousse chiites et
Kurdes à rédamer davan¬

tage d'autonomie. Au
grand dam des sunnites,
que fragiliserait la fracture
du pays

G
ertrude Bell, ar¬

chéologue, fut
la première
femme à tra¬
vailler pour les

services secrets britan¬
niques. En 1920, c'est elle
qui persuadeWinston Chur¬
chill, alors secrétaire à la
Guerre, de confier à un
prince hachémite - l'émir
Fayçal, fils du roi Hussein
du Hedjaz, qui vient d'être
chassé de Damas par les
Français - un royaume
arabe réunissant trois ré¬
gions issues de l'Empire ot¬
toman : une zone kurde au
nord, le centre mésopota-
mien, peuplé en majorité
d'Arabes sunnites, et le sud,
chiite. Ainsi naquit l'Irak.
Aujourd'hui, le pays est en

proie à une « guerre civile
de basse intensité », selon
l'expression d'un diplomate.
Et le risque est réel de voir
remise en question une
unité nationale demeurée,

Trois pays en un
,100 km TURQUIE
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Les puits de pétrole de Bassora
sontsitués en zone chiite.

au fond, précaire. Adoptée
en octobre 2005, la Consti¬
tution irakienne avait enté¬
riné le principe du fédéra¬
lisme en prévoyant la
possibilité pour îes pro¬
vinces de se regrouper en
régions autonomes. Les dé¬

putés disposaient d'un an,
jusqu'au 22 octobre de cette
année, pour adopter un mé¬
canisme permettant la mise
en �uvre de cette disposi¬
tion. Ils viennent de s'y at¬

teler : les débats ont com¬
mencé le 26 septembre au
Parlement et devraient
s'achever d'ici peu.

Les Kurdes ont d'ores et
déjà leur zone autonome,
qui s'étend, au nord, sur
trois provinces, placées de¬
puis quelques mois sous
une administration com¬
mune. Beaucoup de chiites
rêvent d'en faire de même
au sud.

Le Conseil suprême de la
révolution islamique en Irak
(CSRII) d'Abdel Azizal-Ha-
kim, la plus importante de

leurs formations, milite
pour une grande région qui
rassemblerait 9 des 18 pro¬
vinces - la moitié du pays -
et comprendrait les villes
saintes de Nadjafet de Kar-
bala, ainsi que Bassora et
ses puits de pétrole.

L'Irak
ressemble à

ce que fut l'ex-
Yougoslavie

Un peu moins gourmand,
mais aussi beaucoup moins
influent, le parti Fadila se
contenterait de Bassora et
des champs d'or noir. Seule
chez les chiites, la forma¬
tion plus radicale de Moq¬
tada al-Sadr demeure atta¬
chée à l'unité de l'Irak.

Les sunnites, eux, sont op¬
posés à une solution qui ne
leur laisserait, au centre,

qu'une zone désertique pri¬
vée de toute ressource. Mais
ils sont minoritaires au
Parlement, où, ensemble,
chiites et Kurdes disposent
de 181 des 275 sièges. Les
Kurdes pourraient en pro¬
fiter pour monnayer leur
soutien contre un feu vert
des chiites à l'extension de
leur propre région, qu'ils
souhaitent agrandir en lui
intégrant la plaine de Mos-
soul (mais pas l'aggloméra¬
tion) et, surtout, la ville pé¬

trolière de Kirkouk.
Après avoir menacé de

boycotter le débat au Par¬
lement, les sunnites ont
obtenu quelques gages
destinés à calmer, provisoi¬
rement du moins, leurs
craintes : la nouvelle loi ne
s'appliquera qu'après dix-
huit mois ; entre-temps, la
Constitution aura été révi¬
sée, ce qui permettra, espè¬
rent-ils, de limiter le nombre
de provinces autorisées à se

regrouper. Des gages en réa¬

lité bien minces, au regard
de la violence qui règne sur
le terrain.

L'Irak ressemble de plus
en plus à ce que fut, il y a
quelques années, l'ex-You¬
goslavie : les opérations de
nettoyage communautaire
s'y multiplient, les quartiers
mixtes se dépeuplent. Selon
une estimation non offi¬
cielle des Nations unies, le
nombre de personnes dé¬
placées dépasserait déjà
200 000. La communauté
internationale a tout inté¬
rêt à éviter de laisser l'Irak
se déliter : coincé entre le
Kurdistan au nord et une
grande région chiite au sud,
le canton sunnite du centre
risquerait fort de ressembler
durablement à un « Djiha-
distan »...

Dominique Lagarde
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BY MICHAEL HASTINGS
URAT KARAYILAN PRE-
fers to travel in darkness.
Under cover of a starry
night, the Kurdish guer¬
rilla chief's white Nissan
Pathfinder crawls up a

narrow gravel road in Iraq's mountainous
far north, only the headlights giving his
présence away. Karayilan his last name
translates; to "blacksnake"is a hunted
man. Across the eastern border, Iran's
anti-U.S. leaders would like nothing better
than to see him jailed or dead. To the west,
America's longtime .allies, in the Turkish

government likewise hâte and fear him.
The U.S. State Department and the Euro¬
pean Union both list his group, the
Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK), as à ter¬
rorist organization. "We are not terrorists,"

says Karayilan, ensconced in a sparsely
furnished dwelling with a stone floor. "The
U.S. has seen us through the eyes of our
enemies. We want you to see us as friends.
We are not attacking, we are defending
ourselves."

The invasion of Iraq opened a whole
Pandora's box of destabilizing forces
among them, a surge ofnationalism among
the estimated 36 million Kurds who hail
from the land that stretches from Turkey
and Syria in the west, to Iraq and Àrrnenia
in the east The PKK; which fought Turkey
in a vicious war that cost 37,000 lives from
1987 to 1999, abandoned its truce two years

From d�p in the hills,
Kurdish rebels are
stirring up Turkey and
Iran, and threatening the
one calm part of Iraq.

ago, after the fall of Saddam Hussein. The
rebels still see themselves as standing up
against centuries of often brutal repression.
This year the Kurdish group has staged
more than 250 attacks on Turkish security
forces, in one bloody weekkilling 14 Turkish
soldiers, a toll unmatched since the worst of
the fighting in the '90s. In récent weeks the
violence has escalated, as everyone tries to
inflict as much damage as possible before
winter snows interrupt the war. Last week
Turkey shelled three Iraqi villages near the
border town of Zaho, according to the gov¬

ernment of Iraqi Kurdistan. Iran's artillery
was busy as well, killing a villager near the

town of Hakurk. For its part, the PKK and
its allies have been blamed for at least eight
bombings across Turkey and for the kidnap¬
ping of a local official's son.

U.S. and Iraqi officiais worry that the
fighting will spin out of control. Ankara
threatens to launch cross-border raids to
get rid of die rebels, and die guerrillas
themselves say Iranian jets and ground
forces have crossed the border more than

once this year. Even as U.S. forces struggle
to contain the chaos and violence every-
where else in Iraq, the danger now is that
the fires could spread to the Kurdish north
and beyond. No one was very impressed by

the PKICs déclaration of a unilatéral cease-
fire over the weekend. At least four previ-
ous ceasefires have failed, and last week
Turkey issued a pre-emptive dismissal of
any PKK peace offer. "The PKK usually
hibernate over the winter," says one Turk¬
ish diplomat. "When spring cornes, they
are up to their usual business again."
Everyone knows the hunger for Kurdish
rights is not going away.

The PKK is the only authority in its
corner of Iraqi Kurdistan. To get there you
climb a winding road where even the
shepherds carry AK-47s, into the Qandil
Mountains, a stretch of high peaks strad-
dling the borderlands of Iraq, Turkey and
Iran. The last Iraqi government check-
point is at the foot of die mountains,
guarded by soldiers from Iraq's Kurdish
Régional Government. It Aies the flag of
Iraqi Kurdistan, a yellow sunburst on a

field of green, white and red. The flag at
the next checkpoint, almost two miles
above sea level, belongs to the PKK: a red
star on yellow sun outlined in green.
Armed guerrillas make sure no one goes
farther without officiai permission from
their central command. Around tire bend,
an immense portrait has been painted on
the rocky hillside the face of the PKKs
founder, Abdullah Ocalan.

Ocalan Apo, his followers call him

launched the PKK in 1978 as a Marxist or¬

ganization opposing Turkish rule. By the
1980s, the group's fighters were hanging
out with YasirArafat's Palestine Liberation
Organization and making pilgrimages to
Lebanon's Bekaa Valley, dien a hive of
anti-U.S. terrorism. Back home in Turkey
they applied their newly acquired terrorist
skills, attacking schools and government
offices until 1999, when Turkish comman¬
dos captured Ocalan. He was tried, con-
victed and sentenced to life in prison, and
his group declared a unilatéral ceasefire.

Ocalan's successor as chief ofdaily op¬

érations, Karayilan, has nothing but praise
for American ideals. He spoke glowingly to
NEWSWEEK about democracy and human
rights and "Mr. Bush's new Middle East.
project." He says his 7,000 armed fighters
could be a valuable ally for tire United
States against Islamic fundamentalism.
The Kurdish people in gênerai tend to be
enthusiastically pro-American, unlike
most Turks. In a récent Turkish opinion
survey, only 22 percent ofthe respondents
said they support the United States, versus
43 percent who favored Iran.

There's an even stronger reason many
Americans might be tempted to back the
PKK: "We're in a war situation with Iran,"
says Essat Farasan, a senior PKK officer.
The group's two-year-old Iranian sibling,
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the Free Life Party (PJAK, pronounced "pe-
shak"), claims some 1,500 guerrillas along
the Iranian border from Azerbaijan to
Iraq, armed with machine guns, rocket-

propelled grenade launchers and AK-47s.
Persécution of Kurds in Iran has intensified
since Mahmoud Ahmadinejad took power
a year ago, says one of the group's com-
manders, Zinair Mustafa, 34, in an inter¬
view at a base camp in the Qandil Moun¬
tains. Zinair says the Americans just wink

at PJAK's opérations. U.S. forces visited die
area a year ago, he says; they reached the
first PJAK checkpoint and prompdy turned
back. But that's the limit of U.S. assistance,
the Kurds say. "We have the same enemy as

the U.S., but they do not extend help to us,"
PJAK's leader, Abdul Rahman Haji Ahma-

di, told NEWSWEEK in a phone interview
from his exile home in Germany.

Still, local support for PJAK is rising. At
a border crossing near the Iraqi town of
Pejwin, Kurdish smugglers gather around
an open fire, eating bread and tomatoes
grilled on the embers. They say they began

hearing about the PJAK earlier this year. "I
started to like them when I heard they
killed eight of those Iranian sons of bitch-
es," says a 40-year-old Iranian Kurd who
gives his name only as Faris. He and his
friends say they haven't done anything to
help the PJAK but they wouldn't betray
them, either.

For now, America is walking a careful
line between two crucial allies: the Turkish
government and the Iraqi Kurds. To make
matters even more difficult, the PKK has
spawned a splinter group, the Kurdistan
Freedom Falcons. Over the course of the
summer at least 28 people died, including
four tourists, in Falcons bomb attacks on
Turkish resort towns. The PKK con-

; demned the targeting of '

civilians, and Karayilan
says his group has "no
control" over the Falcons.
Nevertheless, PKK lead-
ers predict more such
attacks uniess Kurdish de-

TURKEY'S TERROR: Victims of
a récent bomb blast in Antalya
(above), Karayilan at an

undisclosed Iraq location (left)

mands are met and both
Turkish and American
security officiais blâme
the PKK for the bomb¬
ings. Under pressure from
Ankara, Washington has
named retired Gen. Jos¬

eph Ralston as "anti-PKK
coordinator," to work on
a plan for disarming
the group.

In August the Iraqi
government announced that ail PKK of¬
fices would be shut down. The Baghdad
branch soon reopened. The one in Iraqi

Kurdistan's capital, Suleimaniya, never
closed. A serious Iraqi crackdown on the
PKK would almost surely set off a revolt
among Iraq's Kurds, who fiercely believe
in the vision of a greater Kurdistan. "PKK
leaders say they aren't afraid, either. "If
the Turkish Army cornes to Iraq, they will
lose the battle," says the Blacksnake.
"They have lost 100 times already." But
the Turks aren't giving up, either. The>
chances of the violence escalating are as

great as ever.

With OWEN MATTHEWS and SAMI KOHEN
in Istanbul and MICHAEL HIRSH in Washington

tj.-.-i.C.i.i^îf.-fiV'JjWCL'.'

NOW AND THEN:
A shepherd tends
tohisflockneara
cernent factory in
As Sulaymaniyah
(left), an old photo
of a peshmerga
in a local leather
shop (above)
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La Turquie moderne aux prises avec ses démons
Le pays peine à se défaire de son ultranationalisme et de ses pratiques policières

brutales. Il y a urgence

' n père affectionné nous offre
la main de sa fille malade en
mariage. La belle est éblouis¬
sante. Et, comble de bonheur,
ce père nous assure que la pro¬

mise, soignée, est en voie de guérison.
«fe ne minimisepas le travail qui nous res¬

te à accomplir », ajoute-t-il, comme s'il
s'agissait d'un détail secondaire. C'est ce
qu'écrit M. Abdullah Gui, vice-premier
ministre, et ministre des affaires étrangè¬
res de Turquie (le Monde du 26 septem¬
bre). Il nous accorde que les obstacles ne
manquent pas sur le chemin de l'adhé¬
sion de son pays à l'Union européenne.

Mais M. Gùl nous passe sous silence la
disgrâce qui consume la fiancée, envahie
d'horribles démons à exorciser. Lors¬
qu'une personne se trouve être la proie
de deux personnalités contradictoires, on
dit qu'elle est atteinte de schizophrénie.
Il faut la traiter d'urgence, car elle souffre
d'une terrifiante crise d'identité. Beau¬
coup, en Turquie, cherchent à démocrati¬
ser ce pays et, c'est le cas, bien sûr, de
M. Abdullah Gui et de son ami le premier
ministre Recep Tayyip Erdogan. Mais
leurs opposants régnent dans tout l'appa¬
reil d'Etat turc, les partis, le Parlement,
l'armée etl'administration publique.

Le 21 septembre, j'assistais au procès
de la romancière Elif Safak, à la cour
d'assises de Beyoglu, à Istanbul. Elle était
accusée par l'avocat ultranationaliste
Kemal Kerinçsiz d'avoir « insulté l'identi¬
té turque » dans son dernier roman où
elle raconte l'histoire d'orphelins
arméniens dont les parents ont été massa¬
crés par les Turcs en 1915. Devant le
palais de justice, une trentaine de natio¬
nalistes hurlaient leur haine de l'Union
européenne. Ils agitaient des drapeaux
bleus de l'UE agrémentés de la croix
gammée, proclamant ainsi que l'Union,
remplie de nazis, ne cherchaient qu'à
détruire la Turquie.

Protégés par 200 policiers, arrivaient
lé président du groupe parlementaire de

' l'UE, Joo$t.Lagèndijk, les observateurs
d'Arnrièsty International et du Pen Inter-

\ national, ainsi que des dizaines de journa¬
listes du monde entier, Etait-ce cette pres¬
sion internationale ?_ Comme l'écrivain

'Orhan Pamuk l'an passé, Elif Safak a été
acquittée. Pour les observateurs pré¬
sents, cette sentence médiatisée n'avait
guère de sens, au regard des 120 procès
intentés cette année contre des journalis¬
tes, des écrivains, des éditeurs moins
connus. Dix-huit ont été acquittés, mais
beaucoup retournent en assises. D'autres
subissent une peine d'amende, des jour¬
naux sont suspendus. Le journaliste
Hrant Dink, qui parle librement du mas-

Claude Edelmann
Cinéaste, membre du Collectif
pour les droits de l'homme en Turquie

sacre des Arméniens, retourne pour la
troisième fois devant les tribunaux, mais
il risque cette fois la prison, car il a déjà
été condamné avec sursis. Il reste 45 pro¬
cès de ce genre avant la fin de l'année.

D'un côté, le premier ministre Erdo¬
gan téléphone à la romancière Elif Safak,
acquittée, pour lui déclarer sa satisfac¬
tion. De l'autre, il laisse les partis nationa¬
listes faire exclure des prochaines réfor¬
mes le fameux article 301 du code pénal,
celui qui envoie en prison toute personne
« dénigrant l'identité turque ». Les ter¬
mes de cette loi sont si vagues qu'ils per¬
mettent aux nationalistes de fouler aux
pieds les engagements de la. Turquie
envers l'UE sur la liberté d'expression.

D'un côté, Erdogan proclame une poli¬
tique de « torture, tolérance zéro ». De

l'autre, les cas de tortures allégués se

poursuivent, confortés par les nouvelles

techniques d'interrogatoire des Améri¬
cains. Dans le sud-est de la Turquie, se
multiplient exécutions sommaires, enlè¬
vements, attentats et tortures perpétrés
par ies services de sécurité, qui alimen¬
tent ainsi en nouveaux sympathisants les
troupes de la guérilla (le PKK). Dans cet¬

te région, près de 15 millions de Kurdes
sont pris en otage entre la guérilla et l'ar¬
mée. Pour les experts de l'UE, et pour le
gouvernement turc, lé problème de la
minorité kurde n'est qu'une question de
niveau de vie...

D'un côté, M. Abdullah Gui assure à

Bruxelles que des réformes sont en cours,
de l'autre, les législateurs turcs ignorent
les règles de précision et d'exactitude en
vigueur dans toute législation démocrati¬
que. Ainsi, la nouvelle loi antiterroriste,
votée en juin, est si mal rédigée qu'elle
peut faire inculper comme terroriste n'im¬
porte quel Kurde pacifique, n'importe
quel journaliste exerçant son métier. La
Turquie, prochaine fiancée de l'Europe
selon les v de M. Abdullah Gûl, est en
pleine crise d'identité. Elle est certes
malade. Mais ne la rejetons pas : aidons-
la plutôt à guérir. R

AVEC une moyenne quotidienne
de quatre soldats tués au cours
des cinq derniers jours, les pertes
américaines en Irak connaissent
une augmentation, en particulier
pour les unités stationnées à Bag¬
dad.

Entre samedi 30 septembre et
mercredi 4 octobre, au moins
21 soldats américains ont été
tués, dont huit en une seule jour¬
née, dans la capitale irakiennes
selon les dernières informations-,
communiquées par le commande¬
ment américains.

Ces nouveaux décès portent à
2 729 le nombre de soldats améri¬
cains morts en Irak depuis
mars 2003, d'après un décompte
basé sur lès statistiques du Penta¬
gone. '';''.. ,

Militaires irakiens et améri¬
cains ont pour tâche de
patrouiller dans des quartiers où
sévissent milices rivales et esca¬
drons de la morts. Ils sont égale¬
ment chargés de procéder à des
fouilles, maison par maison, à la
recherche de rebelles et d'armes
illégales.

L'autre zone meurtrière est la
province occidentale d'Al-Anbar,
foyer d'une guérilla antiaméricai¬

ne qui ne faiblit pas. Depuis l'été,
les pertes américaines ont égale¬
ment augmenté dans cette
région;

Les responsables américains
ont mis cette hausse sur le comp¬
te des efforts supplémentaires qui
ont été déployés pour éliminer les
foyers de rébellion, notamment
dans les villes sunnites de Rama¬
di, Hith et Haditha.

Par ailleurs, le général William
Càldwell, porte-parole des forces
américaines en Irak a annoncé,
mercredi, la démobilisation de la
huitième brigade de la police
nationale irakienne.

Celle-ci, accusée de complicité
avec des escadrons de la mort, a
été démobilisée et envoyée dans
une base américaine pour y être
entraînée de nouveau. « Nous
ayons réalisé qu'enfait retirer cette
brigade de Bagdad renforcerait la
sécurité», a expliqué le général
CaldweU. - (AFP.) m

Les pertes américaines en Irak |

augmentent, surtout à Bagdad
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KURDISTAN EMBARGO NON DÉCLARÉ DE LÀ PART D'ANKARA .

A la frontière irako-turque, les camions-citernes pleins

de pétrole ont disparu

HABOUR (frontière turco-irakienne)
ENVOYÉE SPÉCIALE

L'ambiance a bien changé au poste fron¬
tière turc de Habour, face au Kurdistan
d'Irak. Les cauchemardesques files de
camions-citernes de pétrole, qui s'allon¬
geaient jusqu'à l'hiver 2005 sur des

; dizaines de kilomètres de part et d'autre
de la frontière, ont disparu. Le poste
frontière a été agrandi, avec de nouvelles
installations, modernes et presque élé¬
gantes.

Mais le tableau n'est positif que pour
les voyageurs d'occasion. Car ces lieux
sont quasi déserts, le flux quotidien des
véhicules étant tombé de plusieurs mil¬
liers à quelques centaines au plus. Le
résultat est désastreux pour les popula¬
tions d'ethnie kurde vivant des deux
côtés de la frontière, dont l'avenir
dépend des relations entre Ankara et
Erbil, « capitale » d'un Kurdistan d'Irak
peu aimé de tous les dirigeants voisins.

La Turquie, notamment, refuse tou¬

jours de reconnaître ce « quasi-Etat »
qui se développe à ses côtés. Elle ne veut
traiter qu'avec Bagdad, de crainte dé voir
un Kurdistan indépendant encourager le
séparatisme des Kurdes de Turquie!

C'est avec Bagdad qu'Ankara négo^
ciait l'importation de brut irakien, réex¬
porté ensuite, sous forme de produits raf¬
finés, en Irak, dont les raffineries sont
moribondes. Mais ce troc a pratiquement
pris fin à Habour, et chacun accuse
l'autre d'en être responsable.

Car la crise nuit au plus grand nombre.
Au Kurdistan d'Irak, l'essence n'est plus
vendue qu'au marché noir. Toutes les sta¬

tions-service sont fermées, au profit d'un
circuit occulte qui s'achève par des mil¬
liers de revendeurs installés au bord des
routes avec leurs bombonnes d'essence,
dont le prix a été multiplié par cinq.

Côté turc, c'est le marasme pour les
familles kurdes de la région qui vivaient
du trafic frontalier. Comme chauffeurs
de camions-citernes, ou chauffeurs de

taxis - lesquels ne sont plus autorisés à
ramener certaines quantités d'essence
d'Irak, où elle était la moins chère du
monde, alôrs^qù'eile est une des plus chè¬
res en Tiïïqui'ç.

Les Kurdes d'Irak disent générale¬
ment que la Turquie impose ainsi un
embargo non déclaré sur leur principale
porte terrestre, pour les punir d'aspirer à
l'indépendance, pour les inciter à sévir
contre les bases des rebelles kurdes du
PKK à l'extrême nord de l'Irak, et, enfin,
pour les dissuader de vouloir annexer le
centre pétrolier de Kirkouk.

Fonctionnaires corrompus
Ankara s'en défend, arguant de l'im¬

portance des sociétés turques qui tra¬
vaillent au Kurdistan d'Irak avec sa per¬
mission ; de l'importance de l'électrici¬
té que la Turquie fournit à ce même Kur¬
distan en quantités croissantes ; ou de
l'exportation d'autres produits, comme
le gaz liquéfié, le ciment, les voitures,

etc., qui se poursuit par Habour. Pour
expliquer alors la chute du flux de pétrole
à cette frontière, des responsables turcs
ont parlé de « réorganisation de tous les

services concernés ».
Traduction locale : une trentaine de

fonctionnaires accusés de corruption ont
-été démis. Parmi eux, un procureur char¬
gé au départ d'enquêter sur ces trafics
mais qui était devenu l'homme qui déci¬
dait quels camions pouvaient passer...
Un procureur qui, aux dernières nouvel¬
les, serait à nouveau là, à diriger le trafic,
auquel participe aussi l'armée turque,
assurent des habitants de la région.

Une autre version a été fournie au Mon

de par Safeen Dezai, chef des relations
internationales du PDK (le parti du prési¬
dent de la région du Kurdistan, Massoud
Barzani). « Auparavant, deux douzaines
de sociétés turques assuraient le transit du
pétroleparHabour, mais l'Irak a demandé
que leur nombre soit réduit à trois. Les

Turcs en ontalorsproposé douze, mais Bag¬

dad veutpouvoir les choisir. Chacun aurait
son profit avec certaines sociétés », a-t-il
affirmé. Sans expliquer, toutefois, pour¬
quoi îles forces de sécurité du Kurdistan
d'Irak, toutes puissantes sur le terrain, ne
mettent pas fin au marché noir local...

L'essence y provient désormais du res¬
te de l'Irak et d'Iran, en partie à dos de
mulet par les montagnes kurdes. C'est un
des paradoxes de l'économie en plein
essor du Kurdistan d'Irak, dont certaines
distorsions (corruption, dépenses de
prestige...) sont déjà celles propres aux
Etats pétroliers, alors même que les peti¬
tes sociétés pétrolières étrangères qui
prospectent - dont une turque - ne
devraient pas produire avant deux ans.

Si d'ici là le partage du pétrole de l'Irak
a été réglé entre ses régions autrement
que par une extension de la guerre au
Kurdistan d'Irak, où ne manqueraient
pas de s'engouffrer alors ses voisins turcs
et iraniens.

SOPHIE SHIHAB

Dimanche 8 - Lundi 9 octobre 2006

La Syrie n'exclut pas une guerre avec Israël

o
o
CM
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PROCHE-ORIENT. « La possibilité d'une guerre
avec Israël ne peut pas être exclue et la Syrie se

prépare à cette option », a affirmé le président
syrien Bachar al-Assad (EPA) dans un article
publié samedi dans un quotidien koweïtien et
repris hier dans la presse syrienne. « Tout le
monde sait qu'Israël est fort militairement et
qu'il est aidé directement par les États-Unis »,

a-t-il déclaré. « La Syrie a compris qu'il n'y

aurait pas de paix dans un avenir proche, il est
donc normal que l'on prévoit la guerre. Nous .

avons commencé à nous y préparer, dans la li¬
mite de nos capacités », a-t-il ajouté. Damas ré¬

clamant la restitution du plateau du Golan, oc¬
cupé depuis 1967, les négociations de paix entre la Syrie et Israël sont gelées
depuis 2000. M. Assad a cité en exemple « la résistance » du Hezbollah à
l'offensive israélienne lancée le 12 juillet au Liban.
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On meurt aussi à Mossoul

Arabes et Kurdes se battent pour
le contrôle de la ville de Mossoul. Même
si la violence n'y a pas atteint le niveau
enregistré à Bagdad, la situation peut
dégénérer, affirme The Indépendant.

Dans le nord de l'Irak, les gens votent avec
les pieds. Rien que dans la région de

: Mossoul, quelque 70 000 Kurdes ont pris la

: fuite depuis le début de l'année. La plupart
se sont sauvés après avoir reçu une enve¬

loppe contenant une balle et un mot leur
disant de disparaître dans les trois jours.
D'autres se sont exilés parce qu'ils crai¬
gnaient qu'une guerre pour le contrôle de
la région n'éclate prochainement entre les
Arabes et les Kurdes. "La seule solution est
une division de la province", estime Khasro
Goran, le puissant vice-gouverneur kurde de
Mossoul. Selon lui, tous les Kurdes de la pro¬

vince veulent rejoindre la région autonome
du Kurdistan irakien, qui, aux termes de la
Constitution fédérale, est un Etat quasi indé¬

pendant. La violence à Mossoul, une ville de
1,75 million d'habitants, n'atteint pas les
mêmes proportions qu'à Bagdad, assure
M. Goran, mais il ajoute qu'on déplore néan¬

moins 40 à 50 morts par semaine dans la
ville. La situation dans la plus grande ville ira¬

kienne à majorité sunnite est un bon indi-

. cateur de là survie de l'Irak en tant que pays.
La proportion d'Arabes et de Kurdes dans la
province comme dans la ville est très contro¬
versée. Les Arabes représenteraient environ
55 % des 2,7 millions d'habitants que compte
la province. Les Kurdes, eux, estiment comp¬

ter pour un tiers de la population, un pour¬

centage contesté par les Arabes. Quand un
député arabe a récemment proclamé au Par¬

lement de Bagdad que les Kurdes ne repré¬

sentaient que 4 % de la population de la ville,
tous les élus kurdes ont quitté la salle en
signe de protestation.
A l'heure actuelle, personne ne contrôle com¬

plètement Mossoul, l'une des plus anciennes
cités de la planète. La 2e division de l'armée
irakienne, basée dans la ville, et la 3e, à la
périphérie, sont chacune composées de
15 000 combattants, dont la moitié au moins
sont kurdes, et commandées en partie
par des Kurdes. Mais les Américains, Crai¬

gnant lès réactions des Arabes sunnites, ont
interdit à l'armée de patrouiller trop active¬
ment. Si les Kurdes contrôlent l'armée, les
Arabes contrôlent la police. Celle-ci, forte de
16 000 hommes dans la. province et de
6 000 dans la ville, est considérée par les
Kurdes avec la plus grande méfiance. Ils ac¬

cusent depuis longtemps les chefs de la
police d'être secrètement favorables au parti

Baas et de soutenir les insurgés. Quand les
marines américains ont pris d'assaut la ville
[arabe sunnite] de Falloudjah, en 2004, la
plupart des responsables des forces de
l'ordre de Mossoul ont démissionné et les
insurgés se sont emparés de 30 postés de
police et de 40 millions de dollars d'armes.
Les Etats-Unis ont. été contraints de faire
appel à des peshmergas [combattants]
kurdes pour reprendre la ville.
On n'est peut-être pas loin d'une déflagra¬
tion finale. Aux termes de l'article 140 de la
Constitution irakienne, un référendum doit
avoir lieu d'ici à la fin de 2007 pour déci¬
der quelles régions vont rejoindre la région
autonome du Kurdistan irakien. "A mesure
que la date butoir approchera, la situation
empirera", prédit M. Goran. .

Patrick Cockburn,

The Independent (extraits), Londres
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Iraqi police accused
of aiding insurgents
Brigade is suspended after kidnappings
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD: The Iraq government has
suspended a brigade ofup to 700 police-
men and put members under investiga¬
tion for suspected "complicity" with
death squads in the wake of a mass kid¬
napping this week in Baghdad.

The kidnapping took place on Sun¬
day, when gunmen stormed into a
frozén méats factory in the Amil dis¬
trict and snatched 24 workers, shooting
2 others. The bodies of seven of the
workers were found hours later, but the
fate ofthe others remains unknown.

Sunni leaders blamed Shiite militias !

and suggèsted that security forces had
turned a blind eye to the attack.

The top U.S. military spokesman in
Iraq, Major General William Caldwell,
said the Iraqi police brigade in the area
had been ordered to stand downto un-
dergo retraining and have their back-
grounds vetted again.

"There was some possible complicity
in allowing death squad éléments to
move freely when they should have
been impeding them," Caldwell said in
Baghdad.

He said problems with the unit had
emerged during a broad brigade-by-bri-
gade âssessment of the police in Bagh¬
dad led by the U.S. military.

The Iraqi Interior Ministry said Tues¬
day that the commander of the unit, a
lieutenant colonel, had been detained

for investigation and that the major gên¬
erai who commands the battalion that
includes the brigade had been suspen¬
ded temporarily and ordered trans-
ferred.

Brigadier Abdul-Karim Khalaf, the
chief ministry spokesman, said it was
the first such large group of Iraqi police
officers that had been ordered to stand
down. He said a random sélection of
troops in the suspended unit were being
investigated for ties to militias.

The action appeared aimed at signal-
ing a new seriousness in tacking police
collusion with militias at a time when
the government is under increased
pressure to put an end to the Shiite-
Sùnni violence that has killed thou¬
sands of people this year and
threatened to tear Iraq apart.

Sunni leaders have frequently
charged that Shiite militiamen have in-
filtrated the Shiite-led police forcés and
have accused the police ofhelping or al- '

lowing their attacks.
Prime Minister Nuri Kamal al-Maïiki
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announced a new security plan Tuesday
aimed at putting an end to sectarian vi¬
olence and uniting the feuding Shiite
and Sunni parties in his government.

The four-point plan calls for creating
neighborhood Shiite-Sunni committees

to monitor efforts to stop the killings.
The aim is to overcome the deep mis-
trust between the two communities and
get them to convince followers to stop
killings.

At the same time, U.S. and Iraq forces
have been carrying out a district-by-
district sweep in the capital since Au¬
gust.

On Wednesday, a séries of bomb
blasts went off in rapid succession in a
shopping district in a mainly Christian
neighborhood of Baghdad on Wednes¬
day, killing 12 people and wounding 87,
the police said.

The dead were among 28 people
killed in attacks across Iraq. The U.S.
military announced the death of two
soldiers the latest in what has been

one of the bloodiest stretches of days
for American troops this year.

At least 17 troops have been killed in
combat since Saturday, including 8 U.S.
soldiers who died in gun battles and
bomb blasts Monday in Baghdad the
most killed in a single day in the capital
since July 2005.

Just before noon Wednesday, a car
bomb and two roadside bombs blew up
in the span of 10 minutes in a shopping
district of the Camp Sara neighbor¬
hood, which is predominantly Christi¬
an, Lieutenant Ali Abbas said.

The blasts left 12 dead and wounded
50, including shoppers and 15 police¬
men, destroyed cars and collapsed part
of a nearby building, said Khalaf, the
ministry spokesman, correcting an
earlier report of 16 dead.

Bodies lay in the street next to the
smoking wreckage ofburning cars. Res-
cue workers piled corpses into an am¬
bulance parked next to the crumbled
façade of a building, while a policeman

warned résidents to leave the area for
fear that more bombs would explode.

An increasingly common tactic of in¬
surgents is to detonate one bomb to
draw rescue workers and onlookers,
then to explode a second device to
cause further casualties.

One witness, who identified himself
only by his first name, Hamdi, said a
roadside bomb went off first and people
started to gather, then the second blast
went off.

Earlier in the nearby New Baghdad
area, a bomb blast hit a convoy carrying
a deputy of the Iraqi industry minister.
Three police guards were killed and
nine others wounded, but the deputy

. was not harmed, the police said.
Meanwhile, in Baquba, 60 kilome-

ters, or 35 miles, northeast of Baghdad,
gunmen attacked a police patrol, killing
two policemen and wounding eight
people, including six policemen, the por
lice in Diyala Province said.
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3rd sibling of Sunni officiai is slain
By Sabfina Tavernise

BAGHDAD: Men wearing military
police uniforms broke into the house of
the brother of Iraq's Sunni vice prési¬
dent Monday, chased him onto a neigh-
bor's roof and shot him in the head,
killing him, the Iraqi authorities and
witnesses said.

The victim, Amir al-Hashemi, an ad-
viser to the Ministry of Défense, was
the third sibling of Iraq's vice président,
Tariq al-Hashemi, to be killed since
spring. His death underscored just how
deeply Baghdad has sunk into lawless-
ness, particularly in mixed neighbor-
hoods.

A bomb in a parked car exploded in a
crowded market area in the predomin¬
antly Shiite neighborhood of Shaab at .

nightfall Monday, killing at least 13 and
wounding 46. The attack, the first large

bombing in the capital since one in a
Shiite district in September, brought the
number of Iraqis killed in violence
Monday to 18. In addition, three Ameri¬
can marines died Sunday in the western
province of Anbar, the military said.
The deaths brought the toll to more
than 30 since the start ofthe month.

Killings ôf politicians have become
grimly familiar, but Monday's still stood
out: The killers wore what looked like
officiai uniforms, enabling them to sur¬
prise and overwhelm Hashemi's guards.
They then seized at least seven neigh-
bors who witnessed the attack, including
children and an elderly bakery worker.

Prime Minister NuriKamal al-Maïiki
condemned the attack, saying it was the
work of "blood-stained terrorist hands,"
and pledged that Iraqi security forces
would track down the killers. But Sunni
Arab politicians put the blâme squarely

Iraqi Army soldiers carrying the coffin ofLieutenant General Amir al-Hashimi,

a Défense Ministry adviser, in Baghdad on Monday.

on Maiiki's government, saying that
slowness in picking militias out of its
security forces allowed it to happen.

In a food-poisoning incident, about
400 Iraqi policemen in the southern city
ofNumaniya became ill after a Ramadan
dinner on Sunday night, the Iraqi author¬
ities said. Reuters, citing an anonymous
police source, said that seven officers
had died, but a spokesman for the com¬
mander of the Iraq armed forces dis-
puted that account, saying only a few
men had been hospitalized and then re-
leased. The Iraqi authorities disputed ac-
counts of foui play, but tlie contractor
who had provided the food was detained,

along with several other suspects, whom
Reuters identified as cooks:,

Political leaders tend to be vocal over
abuses by the other sect, and the silence
among Iraqi Shiites on Monday seemed
to indicate the poisoning had not been a
sectarian attack.

The killing of Hashemi occurred
early Monday morning in thé troubled
Sunni Arab neighborhood of Slekh,
where a Kurdish legislator was assas-
sinated just last week.

In interviews Monday, five neighbors,
four of whom saw the attack, provided
the following account: Eight green sport
utihty vehicles stormed the house, over-
whelming guards. Hashemi ran to the
roof and jumped to the roof of a neigh¬
bor, they said. It was there that the at-
tackers shot him, the witnesses said.

Hashemi's brother, Tariq, is one ofthe
country's most influential Sunni Arab
politicians and a central Sunni figure in
Iraq's government. Another one of his
brothers, Mahmoud, and a 61-year-old
sister, Maysoon, were killed in April.

The New Voirie Tiiaà ''' ! '' "'
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Iraqi Kurds assert their oil
ence

Baghdad gets blâme
for shortage ofgas,
fueling divisions

By Philip ShishWn
-.-.'' y ERBIL, Iraq
FOR MONTHS," Nàwzad Hadi

Mawlood has been perfôrm-
ing emergency gasoline tri¬

age. As governor of Erbil province
in Iraq's Kurdish autonomous ré¬
gion, Mr. Mawlood rations fuel
first to public transport, then to
government cars and lastly sup¬
plies permitting-~to regular mo-
torists, whom he says he may
have to advise to refrain from driv-
ing altogether.

As the gasoline crisis contin¬
ues, local officiais are becoming
annoyed with the central govern¬
ment in Baghdad for, to their
eyes, fumbling fuel deliveries.
They are growing more convinced
that Iraqi Kurdistan needs to
shape its own oil pblicies. "We are
supposed to be an oil country, and
we have this?" Ashti Hawrami,
Iraqi Kurdistan's newly appointée!
energy minister, says of the fuel
crisis. "Baghdad is failing us. We
could do a better job."

How Iraq's abundant oil sup¬
plies are shared and who gets to
control the revenue are two ques¬
tions at the center of an intensify-
ing debate on whether Iraq will
préserve its unity or splinter into
several niinistates. On a brief visit
to Iraq last week, U.S. Secretary of
State Condoleezza Rice, eager to
buttress Iraq's weak central gov¬
ernment, said "oil needs to be a
unifying factor."

But herè in Iraqi Kurdistan, of¬
ficiais are moying in the opposite
direction, enacting laws and em-
bracing policies that are putting
it on track to oil independence
from Baghdad. The Kurdish exam¬
ple is inspiring Iraq's Shiite Ar¬
abs, most of-whôm live in Iraq's
oil-rich south, to seek similar au¬
tonomy. Trapped in the middle
with ho oil reserves, the country's
Sunni Arab minority is increas^
ingly alarmed by Kurdistan's oil
moves, fearful of being left with

out oil income that the central
government redistributes across
the country. The tensions boiled
over into an unusually acrimohi-
ous public spat late last month.

When thé central govern¬
ment's oil minister questioned
the validity of exploration con¬
tracts signed by the Kurdistan ré¬
gional government, Nechirwan
Barzani, the region's prime minis¬
ter, offered a strong response:

"I resent [the oil minister's] ef¬
forts to sabotage investment in
Kurdistan's oil sector. He would
better spend his time getting his
ministry working rather than tear-
ing down our achievements." Mr.
Barzani then warned that if Bagh¬
dad continues to impinge on the
Kurdish region's autonomy, the
Kurds may consider seçeding
from Iraq.

The chronic gasoline shorfage
hère illustrâtes why the region's
policy makers are so thirsty for in¬
dependent oil supplies and points
to possible future tensions both
with Baghdad and with neighbor-
ing Turkey, which views Iraqi Kur¬
distan's growing autonomy with
concern.

While Iraq is among thé
world's largest oil pro-
ducers, the country's re-
fineries, often targeted
by insurgents, cari't keep
up with the domestic de-
mand for refined petro¬
leum products, such as
gasoline. So iraq's State
Oil Marketing Organiza¬
tion uses the crude-oil
revenue to buy the short-
fall from foreign suppli-
ers, including Turkey,
which has no oil reserves
of its own but fields a vi¬
brant refining industry.

Hobbled by theinsur- -

gency and poor management,
Iraq's oil production stood at two
million barrels a day in August,
lower than the preinvasion levei
of two and a halfmillion barrels in
February of 2003, according to
the International Energy Agency.
SÔMO has been struggling to man-
agéthe oil trade, held back in part
by obsolète technolqgy. Many of
Iraq's oil pumps, for instance, still
lack modem meters, making it

harder to keep track of exactly
how much oil is being extracted
and sold.

In 2005 and early 2006, SOMO
ran up debt of $980 million im-
porting refined-petroleum prod¬
ucts from Turkey, says Falah al-
Amri, its director. Tanker trucks
that used to stream across the bor¬
der between Turkey and northern
Iraq stopped coming earlier this
year, contributing to the gasoline
shortage that affected Iraqi Kurdi¬
stan more than other parts of
Iraq.

Sirwan Osman, who drives a
taxi in the Iraqi Kurdish city of
Suleimania, often spends several
days in a row living out of his bat-
teréd cab as it inches its way
through a giant gas Une. There's
plenty of gasoline brought in by
private traders from Iran and
Syria, but their signature plastic
cans are so expensive that most
Kurdish motorists can't afford
them. As the shortage goes on,
Iraqi Kurds are getting angry at
their leaders.

The fuel crisis àdded urgency
to Kurdish efforts to craft oil poli¬
cies that would leave their région
less dépendent on the vagariés of

Baghdad's oil manage¬
ment. "Unfortunately,
the funding for fuel pur-
chases is still in the
hands of the fédéral au¬
thorities," Mr.
Hawrami, Iraqi Kurdis¬
tan's oil minister, said
in a récent ehiail, warn-
ing that the fuel situa¬
tion could become
worse as the harsh win¬
ter approaches. He adds
that the Kurds are plan¬
ning to buiid two refin-
eries to prevent similar
crises in the future.

Those refineries" would aug-
ment the region's nascent oil in¬
frastructure that's graduallytak-
ing shape. Northern Iraq has no
producing oil fields, but it has
signed contracts with several for¬
eign companies including Nôr-
way's DNO ASA, Genel Ënerji of
Turkey and Addax Petroleum
Corp. of Canada^to drill for oil,
and the first crude deliveries
could beginas early as next year.

Nawzad Hadi
Mawlood.
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A Chinese worker hangs the
Kurdistan flag on a drilling rig.

Itis those contracts that provided
fodder for a bitter dispute be¬
tween Mr. Barzani and Iraq's oil
ministry in Baghdad.

Iraq's fédéral constitution, ap-
proved in a référendum last year,
is intentionally vague on how oil
revenue should be managed. In-
come distribution from existing
fields is the purview ofthe fédéral
government in Baghdad, but man¬
agement of future discoveries
isn't explicitly regulated by the
constitution, allowing Iraqi Kurdi¬
stan to claim that authority for it-
self.

Kurdish and Shiite Arab par^
ties, which dominated the consti¬
tutional drafting process, pushed
through thèse and other federal¬
ist provisions despite the opposi¬
tion of minority Sunni Arabs.

"We have the right to çonduct
new oil searches," says Mr.
Mawlood, the Erbil provincial gov¬
ernor.

The new petroleum law en-
; acted by the régional. Parliament

says future oil revenue will be
i shared with Baghdad only on a vol-

untary basis, meaning Iraqi Kurdi-
; stan reserves the right. not to

share the oil wealth. Iraqi Kurds
also hope voters in the ethnically
mixed, oil-rich province of Kirkuk

will décide in a référendum next
year to join Iraqi Kurdistan. Sunni
Arabs worry that the loss of
Kirkuk could deprive them of cru¬
cial oil revenue and further dam¬
age national unity.

Turkey, which has a problem
with its restive and sizable
Kurdish minority, fears the annex-
ation of Kirkuk could further
stoke Kurdish separatism
throughout the région. Northern
Iraq has already become a safe
heaven for bands of Kurdish gué¬
rillas who stage attacks across
the Turkish border.

Iraqi Kurdish officiais, who dé¬
pend on Turkey for the refined pe¬
troleum products and other im¬
ports, suspect their neighbor is us-
ing its économie power to thwart

the region's moves toward
greater autonomy.

Mr. Mawlood says the fuel ship-
ments from Turkey stopped not
only for financial reasons, but be¬
cause the Turkish government is
trying to punish Iraqi Kurdistan
for harboring anti-Turkey guéril¬
las and for making moves on
Kirkuk, home not only to the
Kurds, but also to Sunni Arabs
and to Turkomans, who are ethni¬
cally linked to Turks.

A Turkish trade officiai says
the shipments were curtailed
only because of the debts, and
once the payments résume, so
will the flow of gasoline to Iraq.
Mr. Amri, the head of SOMO, says
hé is working hard with Turkish
counterparts to. pay the arrears
through an installment plan.

But à Turkish security officiai
says he "cannot cohfirm or deny"
whether the gasoline crisis is
linked tb wider tensions between
Turkey and northern Iraq. When
it cornes to applying pressure on
Iraqi Kurdistan, he adds, Turkey
"has a lot of possibilities."

In the meantime, Iraqi Kurds,
are convinced that their quest for
greater self-rule is bound to run
into régional opposition and hurt
économie relations with Turkey.

"Trade and politics are always
connected," says Jalal Haji Ah-
mad, whose Suleimania-based Ba-
zyan Co., used to transport gaso^
Une from Turkey to Iraq before
the crisis.

.I^RNA'IÏONAI

UN council
takes steps
toward Iran
sanctions
The Associated Press

| VIENNA: The five permanent mem-
I bers of the United Nations Security
! Council agreed Wednesday to start
working dnUN sanctions against Iran
next week but faiied to bridge différ¬
ences on how harsh thé pénalties
should bé;: diplomats and officiais said.

They sâid that while the United
States was çalling for broad sanctions

Jo punish Iran's nucléatdéfiance, Rus-

îtcralOiâB&fe, (tribune
October 12, 2006

; siari and Chinese représentatives at a
top-level Vienna meeting favored lëss-
severe measures.

The diplomats and government offi-
, cials demanded anonymity in exchange
for discussing the confidential meeting
of the five Security Council countries
and Germany the six powers whosë ,

repeated attempts to entice Iran to enter
nuclear negotiations finally broke down
last week over Tehran's refusai to give
up uranium enrichment.

Reflecting the importance of the
meeting, Russia, Britain, France and
Germany sent top negotiators direetly
answerable to their foreign ministers^
while the United States and China were
represented by their chief représenta¬
tives to the International Atomic En¬
ergy Agency. A U.S. under secretary of
state, R. Nicholas Burns, participated
via video hookup.

One of the diplomats, who had been
briefed on the substance ofthe meeting,
said that while Burns had urged broad
sanctions, like a total ban on missile

and nuclear téchnology sales, the Rus-
sians and Chinese backed prohibitions
of selected items as a first step.

He also said the Chinese and Russian
envoys had called for renewed negoti¬
ations with the Iranians in parallel to
working on sanctions to punish Tehran
for defying a Security Council demand
that it freeze enrichment, a possible
pathway tb nuclear arms.

Burns "acknowledged the request"
but did not say whether the Americans
favored a renewed attempt to engage
Iran in negotiations following repeated
failures to coax it into agreeing to stop
its enrichment activities, he said.

The différences reflected continued
divisions over how harshly to penalize
Iran for ignoring a Security Council
deadlinè to stop ail enrichment activa
ties by the end of August. Russia and
China haye recently swung behind the
Americans and Europèans in agreeing
to the need for sanctions .but have pub-
licly.'; opposed attempts to make, them
toosevere. "
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France acts
to outlaw
déniai of

lftrralo*Aâ*(!mbunr October 13,2006

Turks denouncë bill
on Armeniàn deaths
in World War I era
ByThomas Crampton

PARIS: The National Assembiy.defy-
ing appeals from Turkey, approved lég¬
islation Thursday that would make it a
crime to.deny that mass killings of Ar¬
menians in Turkey during and àfter
World War I were génocide.

Denounced by Ankara and criticized
by the European Union, the législation
could further complicate talks for Tur¬
key's admission to the EU.

Ofthe 577 members ofthe Assembly,
106 deputies yoted in favor and 19
against, while 4 abstained and 448 did
nôt vote at ail, raising thé question of
whether there will be enough political
will to push the législation through the
Senate. If it is to become law, the Senate
must also approve the measure.

The law would set fines of as much as
¤45,000, or about $56,000, and a year in
prison for denying that the killing of
Armenians by Ottoman Turks was gén¬
ocide.

In 2001, France fonnally recognized
as génocide the killings of as many as
1.5 million Armenians from 1915 to 1919.

Turkey déniés allégations of géno¬
cide, disputing the number of deaths
and préméditation in the killings, say¬
ing that tens of thousands of Armeni¬
ans and Turks were killed in chaotic
civil unrest after Armeniàn groups
supportéd Russia during the war.

"The Turkish people refuse the limi¬
tation of freedom of expression on the
basis of groundless claims," the Turk¬
ish Foreign Ministry said in a state¬
ment. "With this draft law, France un-
fdrtunately loses its privileged status in
the eyes of Turkish public opinion."

Ali Babacan, Turkey's économies
minister who also heads Ankara's talks
with the EU, said he could not rule out
conséquences for French companies.

"What happened in France today we
believe is not in Une with the core val¬
ues of the European Union," Babacan
said, adding that the government would
not encourage a boycott of French
goods. "As the government of Turkey,
we are not encouraging something like
that. But this is the people's décision."

In Brussels, the European Union
warned that the law could harrn efforts

at reconciliation over the killings.
"It would prohibit dialogue which is

necessary for reconciliation on the is¬
sue," said an EU spokeswoman, Kriszt-
ina Nagy. "It is not up to law to write his¬
tory. Historians need to have debate."

After the vote, the government of
Président Jacques Chirac, which did
not support the law, expressed eager-
ness for dialogue with Turkey and said
the législation was unnecessary and in¬
opportune.

"We are very committed to dialogue
with Turkey, as well as to the strong ties
of friendship and coopération which
link us to that country," said Jean-Bap¬
tiste Mattei, a spokesman for the French
Foreign Ministry.

The Armeniàn issue has complicated
the country's bid for EU membership.
Chirac and the two leading contenders
to replace him in élections next May
Nicolas Sarkozy, the conservative in¬
terior minister, and Ségolène Royal, a
Socialist ail say Ankara must ac-
knowledge the génocide before gaining
EU membership.

Can Baydarol, a Turkish analyst ofthe
EU, said that although the décision of
Parliament seemed to have no direct ef-
fect on relations with the bloc, the hostile
attitude of France demonstrated the
obstacles to full membership if a con¬
sensus among EU members is necessary
for a final décision on Turkey.

"Now people see that more than the
technical détails, political maneuvers

, will mark the years-long process on
way to full membership," Baydarol said.
"I think, at a public level, not the EU but
France is going to pày the price of this
décision." ^

Meanwhile, officiais in Azerbaijan,
which has close cultural and économie
ties with Turkey, denounced the vote.

"The discussion of the bill is absurd
and the présentation ofthe issue is illo-
gical," Deputy Foreign Minister Khalaf
Khalafov said at a news conférence, ac¬
cording to Interfax. "The adoption ofthe
bill contradicts basic human rights and
freedoms because people have a right to
freedom of thought and freedom of ob-
taining information, and the bill may vi-
olate âhd limit the freedom of thought."

Azerbaijan fought a war in the early
1990s with Armenia over possession of
Nagorno-Karabakh, a mountainous ré¬
gion inside its internationally recog¬
nized borders that both nations claim.

The French legislators voted against a

backdrop of political jousting before ;

presidential élections next spring, with
politicians in both major camps split on
the wisdom of the génocide bill, but ail
aware that the issue ofTurkey's potential
entry into the EU is political dynamite.

Two prominent national hewspapers,
Le Monde and Le Figaro, pppdsed thé
law. Le Monde said that while denying
the génocide of Jews in Germany
amounts to anti-Semitism and is worthy
of criminal prosecution, arguments
over the Armeniàn génocide should be
resolved through diplomatie means.

Although most of France's top politi¬
cians, from Chirac on down, supportéd
the EU's planned constitution, the
French. rejected it last year in a référen¬
dum that was also seen as a vote against
further EU expansion. The problem for
politicians seeking to succeed Chirac is
how to oppose Turkish entry without
taking on the xénophobie tones of the
far-right.

Royal, the leading Socialist presiden¬
tial contender, said Wednesday that
Turkey "obviously" would have to "rec¬
ognize the Armeniàn génocide" if it
wished to enter the EU, adding: "My
opinion is that of the French people."
She supportéd the génocide bill.

But two other senior Socialists, Domi¬
nique Strauss-Kahh and Jack Lang, had
réservations about the bill, which raises
questions of freedom of speech in the
same way as France's législation making
déniai ofthe Holocaust a crime.

On the center-right, Sarkozy is
against Turkish EU entry but kept silent
about the Socialist-sponsored génocide
bill. His aides were split, with François
Fillon against it but Patrick Devedjian,
who is of Armeniàn descent, strongly
backing it, according to Le Figaro.

With roughly 500,000 citizens claim-
ing Armeniàn origin, France has one of
Europe's largest Armeniàn populations.

Prominént French people ofArmeni¬
àn descent include the singer Charles
Aznavour, the former prime minister
Edouard Balladur and the chief execu-

*"* -tél s- 1 fi*
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Protesters in Ankara marched Thursday
to the French Embassy to critidze the MIL

tive officer of the télécommunications
company Alcatel, Serge Tchuruk.

"Today we took another very impor¬
tant further step to fight against those
who deny the Armeniàn génocide," said
Harout Mardirbssian, spokesman for
the Coordination Council for Armeniàn
Organizations in France. "Armenians :

have fought long ànd hard for this law in
France."iMardirpssian emphasized that
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the law should not be taken as anti-
Turkish.

"This law is not intended to be
against Turkey, but against extremists
in ail countries, including Turkey,"
Mardirossian said. "We now have a tool
to use against those who deny Armeni¬
àn génocide, just like the law against
denying the génocide in Germany."

His organization has filed three law-
suits in récent years against people deny¬
ing the Armeniàn génocide. Successful
suits included those against a historiaii,
Bernard Lewis, and an encyclopedia,
Quid, while a suit against a Turkish Em-
bassy Web site failed due to diplomatie
protections, Mardirossian said.

International Herald Tribune

Sebnem Arsu and C.J. Chivers ofThe
New York Times contributed reporting
from Istanbul and Moscow.

International Herald Tribune
Friday, October 13, 2006 .

Critic ofTurkey,
OrhanPamuk,
is awarded Nobel

Orhan Pamuk, Turkey's best-
known and best-selling novelist but
also an increasingly divisive figure,
received the 2006 Nobel Prize in Lit¬
erature on Thursday.

A champion of freedom of speech
at a time when "insulting Turkish¬
ness" is a criminal offense, he has run
afoul of Islamists who resent his
Western secularism and Turkish na-
tionalists who object to his sometimes
unflattering portrayal ofthe country.

The Swedish Academy never offers
nonliterary reasons for its choices
and présents itself as being uninflu-
enced by politics. But last year's win-
ner,; the British playwright Harold
Pinter, is a prominent critic of the
British and American governments,
and the academy does not appear to
be immune to the political implica¬
tions of its décisions.

The 54-year-old Pamuk, who said
in 2004 that he had begun "to get in-
volved in a sort of political war
against the Turkish state and the es¬
tablishment," is teaching at
Columbia University in New York for
a semester.

Murât Tueremis

Orhan Pamuk has run afoul of
Islamists and Turkish nationalists.

Nationalist Turks have not forgiven
him for describing the Turkish cam-
paign against the Armenians during
World War I as génocide, and he nar-
rowly escaped prosecution when. the
remarks were deeméd anti-Turkish
and a group of nationalists began a
criminal case against him.

Le dialogue turco-arménien passe-t-il par Paris ?

Trois intellectuels arméniens de Turquie appellent les parlementaires français
a ne pas légiférer

a proposition de loi socialiste
visant à sanctionner la négation
du génocide arménien a donc été

i mise à l'ordre dujour de PAssem-
I blée nationale française [le

12 octobre]. Cette loi, qui semble faite
pour combattre les génocides, et se veut
en cela fondée sur les responsabilités et
droits humains universels, est en réalité
en opposition absolue avec la liberté d'ex¬
pression, principe fondamental pour
l'exercice des droits de l'homme.

Les lois et pratiques limitant la liberté
d'expression - qui existent depuis long¬
temps en Turquie -, et ce même type de
lois qui commencent àvoir le jour en Occi¬
dent, sont les fruits de la même mentalité
oppressive : elles restent étrangères à la

; tradition démocratique.

Nous ne* croyons pas que les réalités
historiques vécues dans le passé par le
peuple arménien aient besoin d'être enre¬
gistrées, voire encadrées, par des lois
pénales. Pour bien comprendre l'histoire,
nous n'avons pas besoin de lois, mais
d'une solide éthique et d'une conscience
morale.

Les Turcs et les Arméniens ressentent
aujourd'hui le besoin de s'entendre et de
se comprendre. Et la condition sine qua
non de ce dialogue est bien la liberté d'ex¬
pression et la libre circulation du savoir.
Des lois qui limitent la liberté d'expres¬
sion, promulguées qui plus est dans des
pays tiers, ne font que dresser des obsta¬
cles psychologiques sur le chemin du dia¬
logue turco-arménien.

Aujourd'hui, le devoir de l'Occident,

qui a eu dans le passé une si grande res¬
ponsabilité dans la dégradation des rela-

. tions entre ces deux peuples, devrait
consister à établir les moyens propres à
encourager la coopération entre eux et à
les soutenir sur la voie du dialogue.

Cela dit, la République de Turquie est
obligée de se rendre compte des réactions
qu'elle engendre dans les pays étrangers
par laposture qu'elle a adoptée jusqu'à ce
jour dans la question arménienne. Elle ne
peut à la fois maintenir cette,attitude, qui
consiste à mépriser la douleur des autres,
à traiter ses propres citoyens comme des
otages, et en même temps réclamer d'être
respectée ayee sa vision de l'histoire.

Au sujet du génocide arménien, cette
approche officielle ne saurait être prise
au sérieux, car elle se refuse même à

affronter les divers aspects de sa propre
histoire.

Autant la proposition de loi française
est, d'un point de vue éthique, illégitime,
autant les réflexes nationalistes de la
Turquie sont malsains.

De nos jours, les communautés font
beaucoup d'efforts pour mieux se com¬
prendre. Nous estimons que les tactiques
politiques officielles respectives trahis¬
sent la cause d'un monde pacifique et
équitable. En conséquence, nous invitons
les parties au bon sens, a

Etyen Mahçupyan, économiste ; Hrant
Dink, journaliste ; Ragip Zarakolu, éditeur.
Tous sont poursuivis pour avoir écrit,
ou publié des articles sur la question
arménienne en Turquie

Vendredi 13 octobre 2006
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Iraq moves toward fédéral System
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From news reports

BAGHDAD: The Shiite-dominated
Parliament passed a law Wednesday al-
lowing the formation of fédéral régions
in Iraq, despite opposition from Sunni
lawmakers and some Shiites who say it
will dismember the country and fuel
sectarian violence.

In Parliament, the Sunni coalition
and two Shiite parties tried to prevent a
vote on the federalism bill by boycot-
ting the session Wednesday. They
hoped to prevent the 275-seat body
from reaching the quorum of 50 per¬
cent.

But the quorum was reached with.
140 lawmakers, who voted on each of
the bill's roughly 200 articles individu-
ally, passing them ail unanimously.

'"ITiis is the beginning ofthe plan to
divide Iraq," said Adnan al-Dulaimi,

leader of the Sunni National Accord-
ance Front, which boycotted thé vote
along with thé radical Shiite cleric
Moktadà Sadr's party and the Shiite
Fadila party. "We had hoped that the
problems of sectarian violence would
be resolved. We hope there won't be an
increasein violence."

The bïoodshed showed little sign qf
easing Wednesday, when at least fivé
bombs exploded in différent sections
of Baghdad, killing at least six people
and wounding more than a dozen, and
the authorities discovered more bod^
ies.

Also, the U.S. Army chief said that it
planned to keep the current level of sol¬
diers in Iraq through 2010, a later date
than officiais from the Bush adminis¬
tration or the Défense Department had
previously mentioned. (Page 5)

The comments by the army chief of ;'

staff, General Peter Sçhoomaker, come
as Iraq has become a central issue in the
U.S. midterm élections in November. It
was the latest acknowledgment by a

A disputed toll
for Iraq: 600,000
BAGHDAD: A team of U.S. and
Iraqi public health researchers es¬
timâtes that more than 600,000 ci¬
vilians have died in violence
across Iraq since 2003, a figure that
the U.S. military disputes and that
Président Bush dismisses.

Pentagon officiai that a significant
withdrawal of troops from Iraq was not

likely in the immédiate future.
The law passed Wednesday includes

a provision that régions cannot be
formed for another 18 months, a conces¬
sion to Sunni concerns.

The federalism law sets up a system
for allowing provinces to join together
into autonomous régions that. would
hold considérable powers of self-rule, a
right given to them under the Constitu¬
tion adopted last year in a national réf¬
érendum, v

MSome Shiites want to create an auton-
ônious zone in their heartland in the
sôuth, much like the self-ruling Kurdish
région in northernlraq.

But Sunni Arabs oppose the federal¬
ism measures, fearing that they will di¬
vide Iraq into sectarian mini-states, giv-
ing Shiite and Kurds control over oil
riches in the south and north; and leav-
ing Sunnis in an impoverished central
zone without resources. Some Shiite
parties, including the faction of al-Sadr,
also oppose the measures for national-
istic reasons.

Critics have also have warned that
moves for federalism could fuel Shiite-
Sunni violence.

. The head of the Shiite coalition that
dominâtes Parliament, Abdul-Aziz al-

Hakim, praised ttjie passage of the bill
and denounced Sunni opposition to

federalism. Suiini Arabs largely voted
against the Constitution passed in 2005
because it outlined the fédéral system.

The law outlines a process for form-
ing régions, requiring any province
considering joining a région to hold a
référendum, if athird of the provincial
legislators request it.

Meanwhile, the sectarian violence
has continued to grow. Dozens of

'This is the beginning
of the plan

to divide Iraq/

Mustitaq Muhirnmad/Reuters

A funeral in Kerbala, Iraq, on Wednesday for a man killed in a car bombing i

the day before in a busy market in Baghdaâ

. corpses have been found in the capital
in the past three days, usually riddled
with bullets and bearing signs of tor¬
ture,

Four more were found Wednesday in
the Dora neighborhood of southern
Baghdad, an area that was among the
earliest to expérience the sectarian
bloodletting that is plaguing the capital.
Dora is at the center of the American
military's push to quell the violence
and secure the capital.

American and Iraqi soldiers moved
into Dora and other parts ofBaghdad in
force in August, as part of a new securi¬
ty plan for thé capital that involved

neighborhood-by-neighborhood
sweeps.

Elsewhere, four civilians were killed
when a concealed bomb blew up in the
al-Amel neighborhood ofwest Baghdad,
according to an employée at the Yar-
muk hqspital. Two more people were
killed in another attack, the employée
said.

A roadside bomb apparently meant
tp strike an Iraqi police patrol exploded
under a bridge in east Baghdad, wound¬
ing three policemen, and then nearby a
car bomb- exploded, wounding five ci¬
vilians.

Coalition headquarters said Wednes¬
day that four more U.S. soldiers had
been killed in action in Iraq, bringing to
40 the number of troops who have died
this month.

A séries of huge explosions that
rattled the capital late Tuesday were
caused when a mortar shell, apparently
fired by insurgents, struck an ammuni^
tion holding area at an American base
in the southern part of thé city,. thè
American military said.

According to Lieutenant Colonel
Jonathan Withington, a spokesman for
the 4th Infantry Division, the mortar
shell set off a fire that then exploded
tank and artillery shells and other am-
munition stored at the base. No injuries,
were reported in the explosions.

(ÂP,AFP,NYT)
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Le Parlement irakien a adopté
le fédéralisme sans les sunnites
La coalition sunnite, qui redoute
une partition du pays, a boycotté
la session parlementaire.
Le fédéralisme ne s'appliquera
pas avant dix-huit mois et la

Constitution pourra être révisée

Le Parlement irakien a adopté, mer¬
credi 11 octobre, la loi controversée
créant un Etat fédéral. La coalition

des partis sunnites, fermement opposée
à ce projet, a tenté de faire barrage en
boycottant la séance. Elle a été rejointe
par le parti de Moqtada Al-Sadr et le Par¬
ti de la vertu (Hezb Al-Fadhila) de Mah¬
moud Yaacoubi, deux formations chiites
qui rejettent également le fédéralisme.
Cela n'a cependant pas suffi à faire le
poids face à l'Alliance chiite et à la coali¬
tion kurde, qui disposent ensemble de
181 des 275 sièges du Parlement, soit
plus que la majorité requise des 50 %.
Les 200 articles de la nouvelle loi ont
donc pu être adoptés sans difficulté.

Le dirigeant du Front de la concorde,
groupe sunnite de 44 députés, Adnan
Al-Douleimi, a immédiatement condam¬
né cette décision, déclarant que celle-ci
constituait le « début d'unplanpour divi¬
ser l'Irak ». « Nous avions espéré que les

problèmes des violences communautaires
seraient résolus, a ajouté M. Douleimi.
Espérons que nous n'allons pas assister à
une autre flambée de violence ». Un autre
député de sa formation, Salman Joumaïl,
a estimé que c'était « une recette pour la
division du pays », ajoutant que le
« moment était mal choisi ».

Les sunnites redoutent que la réorga¬
nisation des 18 provinces
actuelles en régions fédéra¬
les aboutisse à une partition
du pays en mini-Etats com¬
munautaires, kurde au nord
et chiite au sud, qui canton¬
nerait la communauté sunni¬
te dans l'ouest et le centre ira¬
kiens, deszones désertiques
et dépourvues de ressources
pétrolières.

Le président du Bloc chii¬
te, Abdel Azziz Al-HaMm, chefdu princi¬
pal groupe parlementaire, a dénoncé la
position sunnite et salué le vote du Parle¬
ment qui, selon lui, « va dans l'intérêt du
peuple irakien ». La loi, a-t-il déclaré,
sera « unfacteur d'unitéface aux ennemis
de l'Irak - les baasistes, les saddamistes,
les criminels et les Takfiris [« excommuni-
cateurs » radicaux sunnites qui considè¬
rent les chiites comme hérétiques] qui
rejettent le fédéralisme, tout comme ils

« Espérons que cela

n'engendrera pas

une nouvelle

flambée

de violence »
Adnan Al-Douleimi,
chef sunnite opposé

au fédéralisme

avaient précédemment rejeté la Constitu¬
tion. »

La loi sur le fédéralisme prévoit un
mécanisme permettant aux provinces de
se regrouper en régions . autonomes
dotées d'importants pouvoirs de déci¬
sion, en organisant des référendums
locaux. Le principe avait été formelle¬
ment énoncé par la Constitution adoptée

en octobre 2005.
Dans une tentative

d'apaisement, mais qui
pourrait aussi bien générer
de nouveaux blocages, les
députés ont approuvé, fin
septembre, un compromis
selon lequel la Constitution
pourra être révisée. Les sun¬
nites devraient s'efforcer
d'y introduire des règles de
limitation, notamment en

plafonnant le nombre de provinces auto¬
risées à se constituer en région. Une
autre revendication concerne le partage
équitable des richesses nationales.

Une Commission chargée de la révi¬
sion a été mise en place, ainsi qu'un
calendrier. La révision de la Constitution
doit être prête dans un an et le fédéralis¬
me ne s'appliquera pas ayant dix-huit
mois, m

CÉCILE HENNION

Une étude controversée estime que la surmortalité
due à la guerre a touché 655 000 Irakiens depuis 2003
IL YA deux ans, l'hebdomadaire médi¬
cal britannique The Lancet avait publié
les résultats d'une enquête qui, sur la
base d'« une estimation prudente », avait
évalué à 100 000 le nombre de civils
morts en Irak à la suite des violences
liées à l'occupation par les troupes améri¬
caines et britanniques. Ce travail, très
controversé à l'époque, avait été mené
grâce à une collaboration entre des cher¬
cheurs américains de la Johns Hopkins
Bloomberg School of Public Health de
Baltimore (Maryland) et des médecins .

irakiens appartenant au Collège of Médi¬
ane Al-Mustansiriya de l'université de
Bagdad.

La même équipe de chercheurs, diri¬
gée par le docteur Gilbert Burhnam, a
publié, jeudi 12 octobre, sur le site Inter¬
net du Lancet, une réactualisation de ce
travail. Elle estime désormais que
655 000 décès sont directement liés à la

guerre qui sévit en Irak depuis
mars 2003. Les chercheurs concluent
que le taux de mortalité est passé de 5,5
pour 1 000 avant la guerre à 13,3 pour
1 000 aujourd'hui. Si cette évaluation est
exacte, 2,5 % de la population irakienne
a dispara du fait des différentes formes
de.violence générées, par la guerre.
>t*Ces conclusions reposent sur une
extrapolation à partir d!entretiens
conduits avec des familles irakiennes,
l'objectif étant d'évaluer la sur|nô|italité
due à là guerre. Ces entretiens"ont été:
menés en mai et juin auprès de
1 849 foyers, soit près de 13 000 Ira¬
kiens, dans 47 localités situées dans l'en¬
semble du pays. Les personnes étaient
interrogées sur les naissances, les décès
et les déplacements selon une méthodo¬
logie déjà utilisée au Congo, au Kosovo
et au Soudan. Dans 92 % des cas, les
décès signalés ont été confirmés par un

certificat. « Nous estimons aujourd'hui
que l'invasionpar la coalition, en
mars 2003, a eu pour conséquence la mort
de 655 OOO Irakiens déplus que la mortali¬
té normale », affirme le docteur Burn-
ham, qui estime qu'il s'agit ici « du
conflit international leplus meurtrier de ce

début de siècle. » Le président américain
George Bush a aussitôt déclaré que ces
conclusions n'étaient pas crédibles, et a
maintenu l'estimation de 30 000 victi¬
mes* : /'::'' î/:-.

Cette étude a également été vivement
critiquée par le général George Casey,
commandant de là Force multinationale
en Irak, ainsi que parJqhn Howard, le
premier ministre australien, dont le pays
maintient 1 300 soldats en Irak.

Selon la dernière estimation du minis¬
tère irakien de la santé, 128 000 civils
ont, à ce jour, étévictimes de la guerre, m

Jean-Yves Nau
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