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THE PROVISIONAL CONSTITUTION FOR IRAQ RECOGNISES
THE AUTONOMY OF KURDISTAN AND MAKES KURDISH AN
OFFICIAL LANGUAGE OF IRAQ

N 8 March, the Interim
Government Council of
Irag (IGC) unanimously
approved the country's
provisional constitution, unity
prevailing over some Shiite
reservations, in a crucial stage of
the transfer of power,' planned for
30 June. The new Iraqi
Constitution is a unique
document in the Middle East,

partly inspired by Canadian
Federalism, Egyptian legislation,
the British Parliamentary system
and the American Bill of Rights.

The fundamental Law of the
transition specifies that Islam is
one of the bases of the law but
not the only one, as the Shiite
representatives, were demanding,
and outlines the main features of

THE 2003 PERIODIC REPORT OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT CALLS ON

IRAQ: BLOODY BOMB ATTACKS AGAINST THE SHITE COMMUNITY

the future institutions. Presented
as the most liberal Constitution in
the Arab world, it will remain in
force until the adoption of a
definitive Constitution next year.
The document was signed in
Baghdad by the members of the
IGC or their representatives
before an assembly of Iragi and
American civilians and soldiers,
including the American civil
administrator of Iran, Paul
Bremer.

"This is a historic and decisive
moment in Iraqgi history" said the
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month's President of the IGC,
Mohammed Bahr al-Ulum. His
colleague, Massud Barzani,
President of the Kurdistan
Democratic Party (KDP) went
further: "This document
indubitably strengthens Iraqi unity
as never before. This is the first
time that we, Kurds, feel we are
citizens of Iraq".

However, Ibrahim al-Jaafari,
representing the Shiite al-Daawa
Party, reading a statement signed
by 12 of the 13 Shiites on the IGC
(alongside the 5 Kurds, 5 Sunni
Arabs, one Christian and one
Turkoman) cools the
enthusiasm: "Our decision to sign
this document is goes side by side
with reservations. In reality we
had a choice between delaying
the Constitution or resolving our
objections, in particular with
regard to two articles in the
appendix" to the document he
declared. One of these articles
allows the Kurds as well as the
Sunni Arabs to have a veto on the
adoption of the future and
definitive Fundamental Law, even
in the event of a majority in its
favour in a referendum. In the
name of the protection of
minorities, the rejection of the
final Constitution by a two-thirds
majority of the electors in three of
the eighteen provinces of Iraq
would have the effect of a veto.
The other reservation is over the
fact that any amendment must be
approved by the Head of State,
his two Vice-Presidents and three
quarters of the Parliament that is
to be elected by 31 January 2005.

It remains for the IGC to reach
agreement with the American
authorities on the method for
forming the government that will
run the country until the

elections, planned to take place
before 31 January 2005. The help
of the United Nations will
probably be necessary for setting
up this interim government.

The international community
welcomed the adoption of the
Provisional Constitution by the
Iraqi executive, the only
discordant notes coming from
Irag, where the influential
Ayatollah Ali Sistani considered it
"an obstacle to a permanent
Constitution" and from Turkey.
The Turkish government declared
it was "not satisfied" with the new
Constitution and stated that it
would lead to further "insecurity"
in the country. "The interim
constitution does not satisfy us. It
accentuates our concerns"
declared the Turkish Minister of
Justice, Cemil Cicek, who did not
at all like the status given to the
Kurds in the future Iraqi
institutions.

US President G.W. Bush, for his
part, congratulated the Iraqgis for
having adopted the provisional
Constitution, which he
considered an important step
towards the transfer of power on
30 June. "l congratulate the
Government Council and the Iraqi
people on having signed the
administrative law of transition for
Iraq" declared Mr. Bush in a
communique. This document
"lays the basis for democratic
elections and for a new
Constitution that will be drawn up
by an Iraqgi assembly elected and
approved by the Iraqi people” he
added.

Iran, Irag's other big neighbour,
which had suffered from a bloody
war launched by Saddam Hussein
in 1980, stressed that this
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document represented an
"effective step in the context of
the transfer of power to the
Iraqgis". However, two Kurdish
Members of the Iranian
Parliament, including Jalal
Jalalizadeh, M.P. for Sanandaj,
stated on 10 March that about a
hundred Kurds had been arrested
in Mahabad, and Marivan, after
demonstrations in support of the
Iragi Kurds following the signing
of the Iraqi provisional
Constitution which granted them
autonomous status.

In Saudi Arabia, the Council of
Ministers, presided by Crown
Prince Abdullah ben Abdel Aziz,
"expressed the hope that the
signing of the provisional
Constitution would lead to the
establishment of an independent
government, to a return of
sovereignty and independence to
their Iragi brother". Jordan also
described it as "a step forward"
towards the restitution of
sovereignty to the Iraqgis.

In London, the Foreign Minister,
Jack Straw, also greeted the
signing of the fundamental law,
considering that it reflected the
"strong desire" of the Iraqgi people
to establish a democratic society.
In Paris, the spokesman of the
Foreign Ministry, Herve Ladsous,
expressed the hope that the new
Constitution would contribute "to
consolidating the process of
restoring sovereignty and
establishing a State of Laws in
Iraq". Russia, one of the first to
react, stressed that it created "a

legal basis" for settling the
citintinn in ftao rm intro
JILUULIWIL 1 L

Here are the principle points of
the agreement on the Iragi Interim
Constitution:
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ELECTIONS - The document
provides for the holding of
general elections by 31 January
2005 to create a parliamentary
assembly that will set up a
government and adopt a
definitive constitution.

GOVERNMENT - The executive
will consist of a President and two
Vice-Presidents who will appoint
a Prime Minister and the
government. Decisions by the
President and his Vice-Presidents
must be unanimous.

- An appendix, which will be
added to the Interim Constitution,
will detail the process for creating
the Provisional Government what
must sun the country after 30
June.

- The document sets an obijective,
which is not a formal quota, for a
25% representation of women in
the future national assembly.

ISLAM - The document states that
Islam is the official religion and
will be a source of the law — but
not the only one. No law passed
after 30 June may contravene the
principles of Islam.

DECLARATION OF RIGHTS -
The agreement includes an
exhaustive 13-clause declaration
of rights, which specifically
guarantees the freedom of
expression, of religion, and of
assembly.

FEDERALISM - The document
establishes a federal system and
leaves open the possibility for the
country's 18 provinces to unite to
form federal regions. It leaves the
door'open for the creation of a
Shiite autonomous region in the

South similar to the autonomous
region of Kurdistan in the North.

- It recognises the autonomous
government of Kurdistan in the
country's three Northern
provinces and the fact of Kurdish
as an official language of the Iraqi
Republic on an equal footing with
Arabic.

- The Constitution makes a point
that no independent militias will
be authorised, except by special
dispensation of the government.
The Kurdish peshmergas should,
normally, be gradually integrated
into the security forces and the
Army.

Furthermore the Iraqi Kurds
announced that they would refuse
any changes to the Provisional
Constitution. "We will not accept
any change" to this fundamental
document stated Brush Shawis, a
close associate of KDP chief
Massud Barzani on 15 March
from his office in Salaheddin.
"We have secured satisfaction on
some very important points and it
is out of the question to question
their validity" he added. He
considered that all the country's
component parts should accept
compromises, as the Kurds had
done. He quoted, in this respect,
the question of the cities of
Mossul and Kirkuk. These two
cities, that are located in one of
the country's two oil production
regions, are claimed by the Kurds,
even if the former Saddam
Hussein regime had carried out a

policy of massive expulsion of.

their Kurdish inhabitants and of
Arabisation of the Tgnulatinn. Mr.
Shawis stressed that the KDP and
the PUK had accepted that this
situation be frozen for the
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moment and be "peacefully"
settled after the situation in the
country has been normalised.
"fust as we have made
concessions, so we expect the
Shiites to do the same" he
insisted.

In an interview given to Agence
France Press, in Salaheddin on 16

March, Massud Barzani
welcomed the federalism
established by the recently

adopted Provisional Constitution
while reaffirming "the right of the
Kurdish nation to independence".
Mr. Barzani expressed pleasure
that "the restoration of
democracy" and "the autonomy"
of Kurdistan "had led to the
federalism of the Provisional
Constitution”. "But, as a nation,
the Kurds not only had a right to
federalism but of all the rights to
independence” added Mr.
Barzani who, nevertheless,
stressed that his was not on the
agenda because of "present
circumstances and the realities of
our times".

Massud Barzani stated that he
would accept no modification to
the Provisional Constitution
"regarding Kurdistan or the
Kurds" as demanded by some
Shiite factions which reject
several clauses and in particular
one — advantageous to the
Kurds — that gives two thirds of
the electors on three provinces a
right of veto on the future
definitive Constitution. He
considered that the United
Nations "could play a significant
role" in Iraq after the transfer of
June on condition that the
international organisation acted in
coordination with the Americans.



* 4* Inforination arid, liaison bulletin

SYRIA: ANTI-KURDISH POGROMS
MAKE DOZENS OF VICTIMS

HE dashes that began on 12

March, in which some

Kurds confronted the police

and some Arab tribes in the
Kurdish regions of Northern Syria,
have caused 40 deaths, according
to Kurdish sources and 25 deaths
according to official Syrian figures.
The disturbances began at
Qamichli, about GOO Km North of
Damascus, before a match that
was part of the National Football
Championship, when supporters
of the Arab team marched through
the streets of the town shouting
slogans hostile to the Iragi Kurdish
leaders and waving pictures of
Saddam Hussein. The clashes than
spread to the benches of the
football stadium where the Kurds
accuse the police of having
opened fire on them, killing six
people and provoking a panic rush
in the course of which three
children were trampled underfoot.
On 13 March demonstrations of
protest at the police behaviour
turned into riots at Qamichli and
Hassake, the provincial governor's
seat. In  Qamichli, wheat
warehouses were set on fire and
given over to looters. The three-
storey customs building was also
set alight, government offices
sacked and statues of Hafez al-
Assad pulled down.

According to Machaal Timo,
member of the Political Committee
of the Kurdish People's .Union
party (banned), some Kurdish
villages were then attacked by
members of Arab tribes organised
by the Baathist intelligence
services, which gave themselves
over to acts of vendetta. Machaal

Timo pointed out that murderous
clashes took place on the night of
17 March in Alepo (N-W) and the
surrounding region but also at
Qamichli. "Since Friday (21
March) the dashes, which began
at Qamichli, have caused 30
Kurdish dead in the governorates
of Hassake (N-East) and Alepo"
reported Abdel Aziz Daoud,
General Secretary of Lhe Kurdish
Progressive Democratic Party
(banned). Salah Kiddo, another
member of the Kurdish People's
Union, confirmed this figure and
also mentioned 250 Kurds injured.
Five Syrian Arabs were killed,
including a police officer, and ten
others injured, during the same
period, according to the governor
of the town of Hassake, Salim
Kabbul.

Moreover, clashes between Kurds
and Syrian police caused at least 8
deaths in Alepo on 16 March,
when the police opened fire on
hundreds of Kurds who were
demonstrating in a street in the

Asharafyah quarter to
commemorate the Halabja
massacre, in lIraqi Kurdistan,

where 5,000 Kurds perished from
gas attacks by Saddam Hussein's
armed forces in 1988.

The authorities linked all these
disturbances, rare in a country that
has been ruled by the Baath Party
with an iron fist for over 41 years,
to "ideas imported" from abroad.
The principal fear of the Syrian
officialdom is of a break-up of
Iraq, which they fear would have
religious and ethnic after-effects in
their country. Thus the President,
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Bachar al-Assad, has recently
declared that the creation of a
Kurdish State in Irag would be a
point of no return.

During a visit to Damascus on 22
March (the first visit of an Iraqi
diplomat to Syria since the fall of
Saddam Hussein's regime) the
Iragi Foreign Minister, Hoshyar
Zebari, a Kurd, who-had
discussions with Bachar al-Assad
and with his Syrian opposite
number Farouk al-Chareh,
brushed aside any Iraqi
implication in these clashes. "/
categorically deny that the Iraqis
have infiltrated (across the Iraqi-
Syrian border) or have
participated in the regrettable
disturbances that have taken place
in Syria" Mr. Zebari stated at a
Damascus press conference. "We
are not intervening in this matter
in any way. It is a Syrian internal
matter" continued the Iraqi
Minister who said he was
"confident that the Syrian leaders
would handle this matter in such a
way as to strengthen Syrian
national Unity and equality"
between the different components
of the Syrian people. The lIraqi
Minister indicated that his country
"had made its choice in favour of
democracy and the application of
Human Rights" but that Iraq "was
not going to export democracy to
its neighbours, (...) nor intervene
to stir up trouble" he added.

In a message to President al-
Assad, "the Syrian Kurdish political
parties as a whole" accused
"certain Syrian leaders" of having
stirred up clashes between Kurds
and Arabs. The Ku-rds of Syria
have been subjected to
"provocations" and a campaign of
arrests by the Security Services,
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stated eleven banned organisations

on 25 March in a joint
communique. "The Security
Services are continuing

provocations, harassment arrests
of citizens and of many symbols of
the Kurdish national movement"
stated the communique. It cites in
particular "the harassment to
which Kheireddin Murad, general
secretary of the Kurdish Left Party,
has more than once been
subjected". Stressing that the
Kurdish organisations have
"contributed considerably to the
pacification"” the communique
warns; "these deliberate
provocations do not help to
normalise the situation”.

The Syrian lawyer, Anwar Bunni,
who is also a Human Rights
activist, declared on 24 March that
hundreds of Kurds, detained
during the disturbances, were still
being kept in detention. Being
unable to provide any precise
figures, he indicated that "at least
a thousand" Kurds are being
detained in the prison. "Arrests are
continuing in the regions of
Qamichli and Hassake" in
Northeast Syria directed against
the Kurdish population Mr. Bunni
also stated. "A tense atmosphere
reigns in these regions because the
authorities have opted for drastic
security measures" he added.

Abdel Aziz Daoud, general
secretary of the Kurdish
Progressive Democratic party
(banned) recently declared that
some six hundred Syrian Kurds,
arrested during the disturbances
had been released on 19 March.
He added that “some 1 500 others
remain in detention in the Hassake
(N-E) Alepo  (N-W)
governorates".

and

For his part, the Syrian Foreign
Minister, Faruk al-Ghareh, who
was speaking to the press after a
meeting with the Egyptian
President, Hosni Mubarak, to
whom he had given a message
from his Syrian opposite number
Bachar al-Assad, stated in Cairo
that he couldn't link the
disturbances to American
pressures and assured his hearers
that the crisis was over. "The
disturbances have ended and |
cannot say that they were due to
American threats against Syria, but
there were some elements that
had infiltrated” the Minister
declared in answer to a question
from a journalist. "The majority of
the Kurds have condemned these
actions and the situation at
mQamichli, Alepo and Northern
Syria is now calm. There is no
problem with the Kurds" the
Minister assured his hearers.

The Syrian Vice-President, Abdel
Halim Khaddam had accused
"foreign parties”, which he did not
identify, of exploiting the
disturbances.

On 14 March, the Kurdistan
Democratic Party (KDP), one of
the two principal Kurdish
organisations in Iragq, denounced
the violence and recourse to force
in Qamichli. "While insisting on
the fraternity and peaceful co-
existence between Kurds and other
peoples, we call on all parties to
renounce the use of violence and
the recourse to force as a means of
settling conflicts" stressed Massud
Barzani's KDP in a communique.
After offering condolences to the
virtimc' familioc tht* k'HP in itc
communique that was published
in its Baghdad daily paper AT
Taakhi (Brotherhood), called for
"strengthening the brotherhood,
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peaceful co-existence and mutual
respect between the Kurds and
other peoples to preserve peace
and security in the region".

At Irbil, in Iragi Kurdistan, several
thousands of Kurds called for
intervention by UNO and the
Americans in Syria. In
Washington, the State
Department's assistant spokesman,
Adam Ereli, called on Syria to
cease its repression of the Kurds.
"We have let our concern be
known (to Damascus) and we call
on the Syrian government to cease
repressing the non-violent political
demonstrations in Syria (...)" he
declared, stating that the Kurds
were protesting against "inequality
of rights". He accused the Syrian
forces "of having wounded and
killed demonstrators" but also of
having taken advantage of the
events to "spread the repression to
towns with a Kurdish majority".

Kurds in Syria make up about 10%
of the country's 18 million
population and are subjected to a
policy of discrimination. Other
than recognition of their cultural
difference from the Arabs, they
demand to be treated as full
citizens, claiming political rights
and those of public employment
“in the context of the country's
territorial integrity”. Some 300,000
of them, who have lived in Syria
for generations were arbitrarily
stripped of their Syrian nationality
as part of the Baathist policy of
forced Arabisation of the Kurdish
province of Jezirah. Their status of
stateless persons in their own
country deprives them of any civic
rinhtc nr rivil lihprtioc A Qatp nf
Emergency and martial law has
been in force in Syria for over four
decades.
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MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS IN TURKEY :
A VICTORY FOR THE ISLAMIST PARTY IN OFFICE

HE municipal elections

organised in Turkey on 28

March have strengthened

the political base of the
Justice and Development Party
(AKP), which should allow it to
pursue its economic reforms and
political changes needed to
favour the country's admission to
the European Union. The party,
created less than three years ago,
had already won an
overwhelming victory in the
parliamentary general elections in
2002.

The still semi-official results give
the AKP 42% of the votes. The
People's Republican Party (CHP)
only won 18%. The AKP, which
claims to be a "Moslem-
Democratic" party, won 58 of the
81 provinces involved, including
the capital, Ankara and the
country's largest city, Istanbul.
The AKP's heartland lies in the
provinces, where religious
feelings are more deeply rooted
but, in Ankara as in Istanbul, the
party largely outdistanced its
rivals. In Ankara it won more than
half the votes cast, scoring 55%,
and in Istanbul it won 45.28%.
"Turkey has once more voted for
stability and development. Our
party has broadened its base,"
declared Mr. Erdogan to the Press,
considering that this victory
showed his government .was
"stable" and "powerful
Nevertheless, he added, to
reassure those who feared
reiigious influence on
government policies "this will not
turn our heads (...). Our prime
objective is to serve our country".

The CHP won 8 provinces with
18% of the national vote, the
Social-democratic People's Party
(SHP), a coalition of six parties
including the pro-Kurdish DEHAP,
with 5.07% of the national vote
won 5 provinces. The neo-fascist
National Action Party (MHP) won
4 provinces with 3% of the vote
and former Prime Minister Rulent
Eccvit's "Dcnocratic Left" Party
(DSP) won 3 provinces with 2%
of the national votes (thus
doubling its General Election
score). Former Prime Minister
Tansu Ciller's True Path Party, with
10.2% and the Islamist former
Prime Minister, Necmettin
Erbakan's Happiness Party with
3.9% each won a single province.
The Happiness party even lost its
former bastion, the province of
Konya, to the AKP, which scored
63% there.

Sporadic violence marked the
election in certain Kurdish
districts and the NTV television
chain reported that four men had
been killed in distinct incidents of
political rivalry. Over 100 people
were injured in fights. Moreover,
nine journalists covering the
repression of a demonstration to
denounce electoral frauds were
beaten by the police in
Diyarbekir. Three of them had to
be taken to hospital. Reporters
sans Frontieres protested at the
violence perpetrated against the
journalists, who were only doing
their jobs. At around 11 p.m.,,
after the dosing of the poiis,
activists of the People's
Democratic Party (DEHAP) had
assembled outside the Diyarbekir
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Court House, accusing the police
off having faked the local results
that had just taken place. In
several districts SHP ballot papers
had been found in the dustbins.
The police began violently to
disperse the crowd, then set upon
the journalists who were covering
the incident. Hakim Cetiner,
cameraman for the national
networks SKY Turk, Show TV and
Saban TV, Saban Boz, a journalist
with Show TV, and Besir Ariz,
Faysal Karadeniz, Ahmet Bulut
and Bayram Bulut, of the local
daily Soz and the local Soz TV
station, Mehmet Sirin Hatman,
cameraman for the pro-Kurdish
press agency Dicle Haber Ajansi
(DIHA) and Bahire Karatas,
reporter for DIHA as well as Firat
Suzgun, of the local Gun TV
were beaten with batons and
chains. Mehmet Sirin Hatman,
Saban Boz and Bahire Karatas
had to be kept in hospital,
Mehmet Sirin Hatman and
Bayram Bulut suffering from
broken arms. The police also
damaged the journalists' cameras
and confiscated their films.

Suleyman Anik, a newly elected
Kurdish mayor in Darecit, was
arrested on the evening of 30
March "after the discovery of
documents of the former PKK
(renamed Kongra-Gel) that
showed links with the banned
separatist organisation” according
to the office of the Mardin
province Governor. Mr. Anik,
who had been Mayor of the town
in the early 90s, had sought
refuge in Sweden’in 1992, when
the authorities first accused him
ul \I\:F’llﬂé VVILH 11 1C pKK Ull 1pjacu v7i
his nationality in 2001, he had
regained it the following year and
returned to the country.
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The AKP, which already has an
overwhelming majority in
Parliament and dominates the
Turkish political scene, should
now be encouraged to pursue its
reform path by, for example,
abolishing the State Security
Courts and dismissing the Army
representatives on the Higher
Educational Council. It should
also help in the discussions on
the unification of Cyprus, where
the Army fears lest Ankara "sell
out Turkish interests". The Turkish
Prime Minister must, however,
take into account the very
influential Army, which distrusts
his party because of its Islamic
roots. The leaders of the European
Union must decide, in December,
if Turkey has made enough
progress in the area of Human
Rights and political freedom to

begin negotiations for
membership. The AKP
government can boast of

significant economic growth and
the lowest rate of inflation for

Provinces  Winning Votes
party

Diyarbakir SHP 88 850
Tunceli SHP 3 812
Batman SHP 47 640
Sirnak SHP 5614
Hakkari SHP 11 043
Adiyaman AKP 27 187
Agri AKP 10 124
Ardahan Ind. 1 838
Bingol AKP 8 960
Bitlis AKP 3728
Erzurum AKP 66 912
Erzincan AKP 16 265
Antep AKP 175 450
lgdir MHP 9 753
Maras AKP 67 635

quarter of a century, which has
earned Turkey the backing of its
principal creditors, the
International Monetary Fund and
the European Union.

Moreover General Hilmi Ozkok,
Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces
which consider themselves the
owners of the State and
Guardians of its official ideology,
"the immortal principles of
Ataturk”, has clearly indicated
that the Army remains vigilant in
the face of any threat to the
secular republic. "We have in the
past and will continue to be the
guarantors (for Turkey)" declared
General Ozkok on the CNN Turk
television channel.

Below are the results secured in
the Kurdish provinces and major
cities of Turkey. The pro-Kurdish
DEHAP party, which took part in
the election under the banner of
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parties under the label of SHP,
suffered a set-back, losing the
Kurdish provinces of Agri, Bingol,
Siirt, and Van to the AKP. Prime
Minister, Recep Tayyip Erdogan
had not failed to hammer home
the message that those
municipalities won by his party
would enjoy preferential benefits
of State subsidies. Many Kurds
had also not appreciated the
alliance with the Social
Democratic People's Party (SHP)
whose Ataturkist leaders had
abandoned the former Kurdish
M.P.s of the Party for Democracy
(DEP — banned) and acted as a
"democratic" smoke screen for a
coalition government that, under
Tansu Ciller, had waged a
ferocious war in Kurdistan. The
alliance of democratic forces had,
moreover, won 30 districts and 31
cantons and enabled the election
of the only woman at the head of
a major municipality, Songul Erol

an alliance — the Union of  apgii atTunceli (Dersim).
Democratic Forces — of six

% 2nd Votes 0% 3rd Votes %

party party

58,35 AKP 53 377 35,05 DYP 2 346 15
35,78 Ind. 2 171 20,38 DSP 934 8,7
73,64 SP 11 776 18,20 BBP 1 852 2,8
40,86 AKP 4 100 29,84 Ind. 1 699 123
62,52 AKP 5 619 31,81 GP 297 1,68
45,39 SP 15 192 25,36 CHP 6 899 115
48,96 SHP 6 000 29,02 SP 1 952 9,44
25,46 CHP 1 798 24,91 DYP 1 479 20,4
39,89 SHP 6 388 28,44 SP 4 081 18,1
28,94 SHP 3 503 27,19 SP 1 485 115
61,15 MHP 32 307 29,53 SP 3922 3,58
51,44 MHP 9 079 28,71 , CHP 5 029 15,9
57,30 CHP 103 085 33,67 SP 10 877 3,55
42,19 SHP 7719 33,39 AKP 4 783 20,6
65,50 DYP 14 816 14,35 MHP 9 501 9,20
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Malatya AKP 54 363
Mardin SP 12 288
Mus AKP 6 807
Siirt AKP 18 110
Urfa AKP 58 392
Van AKP 41 998
Istanbul AKP 1 914 348
Ankara AKP 901 116
[zmir CHP 562 561
Adana AKP 183 360
Meisin CHP 70 792
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50,75 MHP 35 636 33,27 CHP 11 705 10,9
52,74 SHP 6 282 26,96 DYP 3417 14,6
35,66 SHP 4792 25,10 DYP 4 656 243
53,53 SHP 14 490 42,83 DYP 290 0,86
60,98 SHP 22 794 23,81 SP 8 896 9,29
54,02 SHP 31 703 40,78 SP 1 047 1,35
45,28 CHP | 222 579 28,92 SP 230 881 3,64
55,02 SHP 340 629 20,80 CHP 207 033 12,6
47,17 AKP 388 336 32,56 GP 71 671 6,01
39,75 CHP 83 110 18,01 DYP 58 885 12,7
34,06 SIIP 52 130 22,54 AKP 46 174 19,9

* SHP: Social-Democratic People's Party, including the pro-Kurdish

DEHAP party.

AKP: Justice and Development (in office).

CHP; Republican People's Party, the only opposition party in parliament
DYP: Former Prime Minister Tansu filler's True Path Party

SP: Happiness Party, led by former Prime Minister N. Erbakan

MHP: National Action Party
GP: Youth Party
Ind:Independent

THE KURDS CELEBRATE NEWROZ,
THEIR NEW YEAR

INCE long back into the

mists of time, the Kurds

and other peoples of the

Iranian plateau (Persians,
Afghans, Tajiks) have celebrated
the Spring Equinox with festivities
that can last for several days.

In Kurdish tradition, it is also a
celebration of the victory of the
forces of Light and Good over
those of Darkness and Evil. The
legend of the blacksmith, Kawa,
raising the ordinary people in
revolt against the tyrant Dahak
and putting an end to his biooay,
reign on the first day of Spring,
gives this traditional festival a
content of liberation that has
come down the centuries.

It is because of this political
content of revolt against
oppression that Newroz
celebrations had been forbidden
in Turkey and Syria until the end
of the 90s. Then, with a sudden
change of tack, Ankara chose to
turn the event to its own
advantage, giving it, as in Iran, a
traditional folksy content.

This year, hundreds of thousands
of Kurds in Turkey celebrated, on
21st March, in an atmosphere of
calm, a Newroz that, in the past,
was often marked by tension and
bloody clashes with the Turkish
police forces. The biggest rally, at
Diyarbekir, brought together
700,000 people — with nearly

3,000 riot police watching the
celebrations. They were also
authorised, for the first time in 12
years in Sirnak Province, one of
the most disturber. In 1992, a
hundred people had been killed
by the Turkish forces at Cizre,
during the Newroz celebrations.
In 2002, the police charged the
demonstrators, causing two
deaths and dozens of injured.

The Kurds of Syria observed
Newroz in mourning because of
the bloody clashes that had taken
place for six days between the
Kurds and some Arab tribes and
police. A collective, bringing
together eleven Kurdish parties in
Syria decided to cancel the
celebrations that should have
marked Newroz and observe a
period of mourning for the
victims of the clashes between
12 and 17 March. The collective
also asked the Kurds "not to light
bonfires, which traditionally mark
the new year, in residential
quarters”. Despite this, in the
evening some young Kurds set
fire to tires and heaps of wood at
some roadsides. The collective
called for "an end to the
provocations by security forces,
then Army police and militias of
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the Baath Party (the party in
power)" and launched an "“urgent
appeal to rescue the country
from the dangerous situation in
which it found itself".

The Iragi Kurds, in mourning
after the February bomb attacks
in Irbil, celebrated Newroz
(which coincides with the date of
the beginning of the war in Iraq)
quietly. They all celebrated their
principal civil holiday, but there
were no public celebrations after
the bloody suicide attacks that
cost the lives of 105 people in
Irbil last February. However,
families pretty well everywhere
went to public parks and
gardens, or out to the fields, to
pick nick on this Iragi Kurdistan
public holiday.

Newroz was also celebrated with
concerts, musical evenings,
dances and receptions in all the
Kurdish communities in Europe,
America, Asia, Australia and the
Near East. In Paris, Bertrand
Delanoe, the Mayor of Paris,
Pierre Schapira, Deputy Mayor
responsible for international
affairs and the French-speaking
countries and Mrs. Khedija
Bourcart, Deputy Mayor
responsible for integration and
non-European communities,
welcomed the Newroz celeb-
rations at the Paris City Hall for
the first time ever. At the
initiative of the Kurdish Institute,
a celebration was organised for
29 March, bringing together
Kurds, Iranians, Afghans and
Tajiks-in the City Hall's main
reception room where Kurdish,
'ranian; Afphan gptl Ayori
musical groups enlivened a
festive evening attended by over
700 people. The Mayor of Paris
and his two Deputies attended

this celebration and made a
warm welcoming speech. After
the Chinese New Year, the
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Kurdish New Year is now also
part of the festive calendar of the
City of Paris.

THE TRIAL OF THE KURDISH MEMBERS
OF PARLIAMENT: LEYLA ZANA AND HER
COLLEAGUES REFUSE TO ATTEND THE HEARINGS

| HE 12th hearing of the

retrial of the Kurdish

former members of

parliament of the Party for
Democracy (DEP — banned)
took place on 12 March but for
the first time without Leyla Zana
and her colleagues. The former
M.P.s refused to appear before
the Ankara N°1 State Security
Court to protest at this retrial
where their fate has been already
decided beforehand. The
President of the Court, Orhan
Karadeniz, after receiving the
official document testifying the
expressed determination of the
former M.P.s, decided to
continue the trial.

A delegation of the European
Parliament, consisting of Feleknas
Uca and Luici Vinci, as well as
Philip Kaplan, Chairman of the
political department of the US
Embassy and of Kurdish political
public figures and members of
the M.Ps' families were
nevertheless present in the
courtroom.

In the course of the hearing, a
deposition by one Ali Dursun,
jailed in Bursa Prison and
obtairsed by the Bursa Criminal
Court, was read out. Thisjwitness
categorically denied the remarks
by his father, Abdullah Dursun, a
"village protector" chief, who

had accused Leyla Zana of
having forced his son to join the
PKK. The person concerned
declared that he was most upset
that his name had been so
misused by his own father, that
his only knew of Leyla Zana
through the press and that in no
way had he been forced to join
the PKK. He also stated that,
during his 21 days in detention,
considerable pressure had been
brought to bear on him to testify
against the former DEP M.P.s.

The principal lawyer for the
defence, Mr. Yusuf Alatas, for his
part, placed before the Court a
statement clarifying the reasons
that had driven the ex-M.P.s to
refusing to appear before the
court. He thus stated that the
former M.P.s did not believe this
was an equitable and impartial
trial, though they had never
adopted an offensive attitude
towards the judges. He also
stated that they had done
everything possible to remain
within the legal framework and
not spill over into the political
field in this case.

Yusuf Alatas confirmed that Leyla
Zana and her colleagues would
no longer attend the future
hearings of the court, but that
their lawyers would be present to
defend them as well as they
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could, even if they could not fill
the gap made by their absence.

The Public Prosecutor, Rilaver
Kahveci, once against spoke
against any release on bail of the
former M.P.s and called for them
to be found guilty then and there,
claiming that no fresh evidence
in their favour had been
produced during the previous
hearings.

Once again the court,
unsurprisingly, rejected the
request for them to be released
on bail and adjourned the next
hearing of the trial to 2 April. The
court should then go on to the
last hearing for Leyla Zana and
her colleagues, who have now
spent 10 years in the Ankara
Central Jail.

On 2 March, the tenth
anniversary of their
imprisonment, their families had
gone to the Ankara prison with
some bouquets of flowers. The
prison staff refused to give the
bouquets to the prisoners and
had "placed the flowers in
detention".

In a draft report presented by
MEP Arie Oostlander on 16
March and adopted by the
Foreign Affairs and Human Rights
Commission, the European
Parliament "deplores the manner
in which the retrial of Leyla Zana,
Sakharov Prize holder, and the
three other ex-M.P.s of the DEP, is
taking place and see this as a
symbol of the rift between the
Turkish legal system and that of
the European Union".

HALABJA WAS 16 YEARS AGO :
PAUL BREMER AND J. GREENSTOCK PAY SILENT

TRIBUTE

N Iragi Kurdistan, hundreds

of Kurds travelled by coach

to lay wreaths at the

recently built cenotaph at
Halabja, over which floats the
Kurdish flag. The American civil
administrator in Iraq, Paul
Bremer, also made the journey,
and the inhabitants of Halabja
appreciated his tribute. The
American administrator stood in
silent tribute before the
monument while the Iraqi
Executive promised that such a
massacre would never happen
again. Afterwards, Paul Bremer,
Jeremy Greenstock, the British

IN THE MARTYRED TOWN

N°2 in the coalition
administration, and Jalal Talabani
of the Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan, visited the exhibition
on the massacre and spoke to
relatives of the victims. The
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan had
announced that the Halabja
ceremonies would be reduced to
the strict minimum for fear of
bomb attacks.

On this occasion the Iraqi
Government Council swore that

=l "i/-iMin
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memory of Iragis as a symbol of
the savagery of the overthrown
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regime". "This sort of horrible
crime must never be repeated in
the future demaocratic, plural and
federated Irag" the communique
specified.

The population of Irbil observed
five minutes silence in memory
of the Halabja victims. However,
several dozen students at Irbil's
Salaheddin University, who had
come from Halabja,
demonstrated before the regional
Parliament to demand that those
responsible for the bombing be
punished, and in particular Ali
Hassan al-Majid, nicknamed
"Chemical Ali", Saddam
Hussein's cousin, who was his
pro-consul of Kurdistan at the
time. They denounced the
passivity of the West at the time
of the massacre. Traffic was
completely at a standstill
throughout the town, while
passers by stopped in silent
memory of the victims —
especially the women and
children. In a petition, the
students called for indemnities to
the families of victims and the
creation of a medical
commission to evaluate the after-
effects from which the survivors
of the tragedy still suffer.

Commemorative ceremonies also
took place in other regions of
Kurdistan and Europe. In Turkey
carried out a series of arrests
including students who wished to
mark the anniversary of the
Halabja massacre in front of
Istanbul University. It intervened
very roughly, using tear gas and
freely wielding their truncheons,
Onrl hsiilor] nff fnr intorrnnatinn
the many people who were
shouting pro-Kurdish slogans.
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PARIS: AN INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
"WHERE IS IRAQ GOING?
THE ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL
RECONSTRUCTION PROCESS :
PRESENT SITUATION, PROBLEMS AND PERSPECTIVES"

N 5 March, the Kurdish

Institute, in partnership

with the France-Libertes

Foundation, organised in
Paris an international conference
round the theme "Where is Iraq
going? The economic and
political reconstruction process:
present situation, problems and
perspectives".

Nearly a year after the fall of the
Saddam Hussein regime, where is
Iraq going? What has changed in
the daily standard of living of the
Iragis? We are we regarding the
reconstruction of infrastructures,
the effective working of basic

public services: schools,
universities, and hospitals? How
is the security situation

developing? How is civil society
managing to get organised despite
the bomb attacks and the
problem of insecurity? How are
the Iraqis using their newly
acquired freedoms of association,
expression and assembly? What
are the problems in the process of
transition to a sovereign lIraqi
government? Is there a danger of
Iraq breaking up or will it
succeed in ensuring its unity by
setting up federal institutions
allowing the Kurds and other long
oppressed peoples to manage
their own affairs? What is the
position regarding the
constitutional debate on
federalism? What is the fate of the
Christian communities and how

can their rights and security be
guaranteed?

To answer all these questions, as
well as many others that are
raised regarding lIragq, some
eminent Iraqgi public figures, fully
involved in the reconstruction of
their country and its future, came
to Paris to contribute to the task of
informing the French public.

The Conference was opened by
Mrs. Danielle  Mitterrand,
President of the Fondation France-
Libertes with a message of
welcome, then presented and
introduced by Kendal Nezan,
President of the Paris Kurdish
Institute.

Its organisation was hinged round
four Round Tables. The first, C
haired by Jonathan Randal, a
journalist and former Washington
Post Near East correspondent, on
the subject of "The reconstruction
of Iraq: the present situation"
brought together Dr. Fuad
Hussein, special adviser to the
Minister of National Education of
the lIragi Interim Government,
who came specially from Iraq, as
did Father Rabane Qas, Bishop of
Amadia (Kurdistan). The first
reviewed the difficulties
encountered on the spot in the
field of edijcation and the
advances, such as the printing of
millions of new schoolbooks
purged of pictures of Saddam
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Hussein and references to
Baathist ideology. He also
evoked, and gave figures in
support, of the considerable
improvement in the living and
working conditions of teachers in
the new lIrag. The second, who
represented the Christian
community in lIraq, reassured
public opinion on the situation of
Christians in Irag, and especially
in Kurdistan. Speaking in French,
in Kurdish and in Aramaic, he
invited France to contribute to the
reconstruction of Iraq and to
promoting French language and
culture in Kurdistan.

However, Mrs. Nasreen S.
Berwari, Minister of Public Works
and Local Government in the
Interim Iragi Government, who
was due to take part in this
debate was held back in
Washington but sent the text of
her contribution, which was read
to the conference.

The Second Round Table of the
morning was devoted to the
questions of Justice and the
Constitution under the question
"What lustice for the leaders of
the old regime? " Chaired by Mr.
Daniel Jacoby, Honorary
President of the International
Federation for Human Rights
(FIDH), this Round Table
welcomed two leading public
figures who had come specially
from lIraq. Firstly, Dr. Dara
Nurreddin Bahaaddin, a judge,
Chairman of the Commission on
Laws of the Interim Government
Council of Iraq, the Mrs. Hania
Mufti, Director for Irag of Human
Picrhtc \A/atrh Hr Rah”arlrlin
who supervised the drafting of the
Iragi Constitution and the
documents setting up a special



*12* Information and liaison bulletin

court to try former Baathists,
spoke about the crimes of the
regime and the conditions that
must be met fui their trial in Iraq.
He also stressed that "the right of
the Kurds to self-determination™ is
legitimate and imprescriptible,
but this right is still compatible
with a freely consented union
within a democratic and federal
Iraq. For her part, Mrs. Mufti
highlighted the work done by her
organisation in the discovering of
mass graves in lIraq and in
identifying the bodies found. She
listed the conditions and criteria
that must prevail for an equitable
trial of the leaders of the former
regime. For his part, Andre
Poupart, Professor of Law at the
University of Montreal analysed
the conditions for an equitable
trial, its role as a founding event
for a legal order in a new State of
Laws.

In the afternoon, the first debate
was on "The political and
institutional future of Iraq",
chaired by Gerard Chaliand,
writer and geopolitical expert,
who has many times visited Iraq,
both before and since the war.

Amongst those taking part, Peter
Galbraith, former US Ambassador
to Croatia and special advisor to
the Regional Government of
Kurdistan, highlighted the
situation in Iragi Kurdistan and
the Kurds' aspirations to
independence, the incapacity of
the American Administration to
take these aspirations into
account and set up a credible
policy for transition towards
democracy In his view, the Kurds
want to remain Kurds, and the
State of Iraq is still an artificial

one. Dr. Najmaldin O. Karim,
President of the Washington
Kurdish Institute, then threw his
own light on the same subject,
stressing the difficulty in arriving
at a reasonable compromise with
the Arab representatives, Sunni
and Shiite. Then he raised the
situation in Kirkuk where more
than a year after the fall of the
Baathist regime, its principle
victims, the Kurds were still
unable to return home and
recover their stolen houses and

property.

Moreover, Yonadam Y. Kanna,
Chairman of the Social Affairs
Commission of the Iraqi
Government Council, was
represented at the Conference by
his assistant on the Council,
William  Wards, and Dr,
Mowaffak al-Rubai, Chairman of
the Foreign Affairs Commission of
the Interim Government Council,
unable to come to Paris because
of the bomb attacks in Baghdad
and Kerbala in which his relatives
had been victims, sent a written
contribution in which he stated
that "violence and terror have
been the cement that maintained
Iraq as a centralised country”. Mr.
al-Rubai expressed his support for
a federal Irag with five "great
regional units"; two in the North,
"the Province of Kurdistan and
the province of Mossul”, one in
the centre, "greater Baghdad" and
two in the South, "the province of
mKufa" and "the province of
Bassrah".

Finally, the last Round Table had
the objective of initiating some
collective thinkinn about the role
that France and the European
Union could play in the
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reconstruction of Irag, given that
several countries of the Union,
like Great Britain, Spain, Italy, the
Netherlands, Portugal and
Denmark were already making a
many-sided contribution. This
discussion, introduced and
managed by Dominique MoTsi,
Assistant Director of the French
Institute  for International
Relations (IFRI) included_Mrs.
Danielle Mitterrand and Pascal
Bruckner, a French writer and
philosopher, who did not hesitate
to criticise the French media and
Government for their partial
treatment of information on Iraq
and for defending the status quo
in Iragq, and Aymeri de
Montesquiou, Senator for the
Gers, one of the rare French
political personalities to have
made several visits to Kurdistan
and Iraq before the conflict, who
devoted himself to explaining
France's position to .those taking
part.

The Conference was wound up by
Kendal Nezan, President of the
Paris Kurdish Institute. More than
400 people, French, Anglo-
American, Kurdish, Turkish,
Assyso-chaldean, including many
journalists and diplomats took
part in the conference, which had
simultaneous translation facilities
in French and English. The
contributions by the main
speakers were followed by
discussion with the audience so
as to deepen understanding of the
questions tackled and to favour an
exchange of ideas.

The principle contributions to this
mnfpmnrp 3*G available Ofl the
Kurdish Institute's Internet site,
www.institulkurde.org


http://www.institulkurde.org
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THE 2003 PERIODIC REPORT OF THE EUROPEAN
PARLIAMENT CALLS ON TURKEY TO DRAW
UP A NEW CONSTITUTION

HE 2003 periodic report on

Turkey by the Foreign

Affairs, Human Rights and

Joint Security and Defence
Commissions of the European
Parliament on Turkey's progress
towards readiness for membership,
drawn up and presented on 19
March by the Member of the
European Parliament Arie M.
Oostlander, was adopted in
plenary session of the European
Parliament by 212 votes, with 84
against, on | April. The report
considered that: "despite strong
resistance, courageous initiatives
were taken have been taken since
the previous resolution, but the
reforms and their effective
application are still essential in

many areas.............

The  European Parliament
considers that: " whereas in spite
of the determination of the
government, Turkey does not yet
meet the Copenhagen political
criteria and whereas a clear
framework for guaranteeing
political, civil, economic, social
and cultural rights is not yet
established... "The report notice
that " Turkey has retained a
Constitution adopted in 1982
during the military regime,
reflecting a largely authoritarian
philosophy" and considers that "
a number of countries which will
accede to the European Union in
May 2004, including Poland,
have adopted new constitutions,
t3king thc view th3t this
development is a point of
departure for the process of
reform and modernisation of their
society and state".

"Aware that meeting the political

criteria of Copenhagen is a
precondition for opening
accession negotiations”, The

European Parliament "Welcomes
the strong motivation and the
political will demonstrated by the
AKP Government and by the
great majority of the people's
elected representatives with
regard to making reforms that are
revolutionary for Turkey" and
"points out that such reforms can
only be judged on the basis of
their actual implementation in
terms of day-to-day practice at all
levels of the judicial and security
system and of both the civilian
and military administration...”
The report "regards the restriction
of the power enjoyed by the army
at a political level and in society
as a difficult, but unavoidable,
process; considers that Turkey's
current position in relation to the
Cyprus conflict also reflects the
political power of the army...
Welcomes the fact that the
Government is in the process of
bringing defence expenditure
under parliamentary control;
points, however, with concern, to
the influential (formal and
informal) army network
comprising inter alia think tanks,
businesses (OYAK) and funds,
which could prove to be an
obstacle to the reform of the
state..."

" Urges the Government to

trir>cfr\rm fita ovictinrr hrmrric fr\r
LIUNJICIHL  LIIC. |

higher education (YOK) and
audiovisual media (RTUK), in
their capacity as watchdog
bodies, into new, completely
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civilian councils which are not
subject to any control by the
military, in the same fashion and
to the same standard as in the EU
countries..."

The  European Parliament
"stresses the need both to fully
respect international law and to
accept the primacy of EU law
over national law (ambiguity of
Article 90 of the Constitution)".
European MPs "requests Turkey
again to implement without delay
outstanding decisions of the
European Court of Human Rights;
points out that there is no room
for a position of non-commitment
and own interpretation”

The report "regrets the progress of
the trial reopened against
Sakharov Prize winner Leyla Zana
and three other former
Democracy Party (DEP) MPs;
stresses that this case is symbolic
of the gulf which exists between
the Turkish judicial system and
that of the EU; reiterates its call
for amnesty for prisoners of
conscience (a.o. Leyla Zana and
the three other former MPs of
Kurdish origin)", "deplores the
political persecution, that in some
cases goes as far as prohibition of
political parties such as HADEP
and DEHAP, constituting an
attack on freedom of expression,
organisation and assembly"

" Calls for the electoral system to
enable the entire population to
be fully democratically
represented, with particular
reference to the Kurdish people
and other minorities"

"Notes that torture practices and
mistreatment still continue; points
to the Government's zero
tolerance policy regarding
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torture; regrets the fact that little
progress has been made in
bringing torturers to justice; insists
on the need for educational efforts
to change the outlook of the
police force in order to ensure that
the law is strictly respected,;
Condemns the intimidation and
continuing harassment of human
rights defenders and of human
rights organisations by some
authorities"”

"Awaits with interest the
promised implementation of the
right to broadcast in languages
other than Turkish; calls on the
Audiovisual Council (RTUK) to
take a non-rigid approach to
requests to broadcast in the
different languages and dialects
and not to create additional
obstacles or restrictions"

"Calls on the Turkish authorities
to put more effort into the quick
and thorough implementation of
the legislative changes
concerning the cultural rights that
allow the education in and the
use of (traditional) languages
other than Turkish in the media,
points at the significance of these
reforms for the Kurdish
population (the largest minority),
expects the authorities to provide
the necessary means to stimulate
the socio-economic development
of the Kurdish regions,
particularly in South-East Turkey,
in  order to create the
circumstances that enable the
Kurdish population to build a
peaceful and prosperous future"

" Expresses the fear that Turkey's
reservation in resnect of Article
27 of the Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights significantly
restricts the scope of the right of
ethnic, religious and linguistic

minorities to pursue their culture,
practise their own religion or use
their own language; refers, in this
connection, to the remaining
restrictions on the right of
association; Stresses that the 1923
Treaty of Lausanne concerning
the position of minorities must not
be interpreted in a minimalist
way, as such an interpretation is
not in accordance with the
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fundamental rights applying in the
EU"

" Awaits a constructive position
of the Turkish authorities
concerning the restructuring of
the state of Iraq where all ethnic
and religious groups can find
adequate respect for their
political, economic, social and
cultural interest"

IRAQ: BLOODY BOMB ATTACKS AGAINST
IHE SHIITE COMMUNITY

HE Shiite community was

hard hit in March by a

series of bomb attacks

aimed at Shiite sanctuaries
in Baghdad and in the holy city of
Kerbala, during the Achurah
festival 2 March, the most
important in the Shiite calendar.
The attacks thus caused at least
185 deaths, according to an
assessment of the Iraqi Ministry of
Heath. Estimates of the wounded
vary between 300 and over 400.
The American authorities, for
their part, report 143 dead while
some unofficial assessments put
the deaths as high as 230. In
Kerbala, simultaneous attacks
were made as hundreds of
thousands of Shiite worshippers
were mourning the death of
Hussein, Mohammed's grandson
and son of Ali, at the battle of
Kerbala, in the 7th Century —
one of the historical events that
founded Shiism. In Baghdad, the
attack was made by four suicide
bombers against the Kazimiya
Mosque, one of the Shiite holy
places. "One of them blew
himself up in the main entrance
to the Mosque, one in the central

court and two others in side
entrances" stated them Ministry of
Health.

US Vice-President and General
Mark Kimmitt, Assistant
Commander of military
operations in Iraq, designated a
Jordanian, Abu Mussab al-
Zarqawi, suspected of having
links with then al-Qaida network,
as the principal suspect.

The Interim government Council
of Irag (IGC) decreed three days
national mourning and postponed
the signing of the Provisional
Constitution, originally planned
for 4 March.

Elsewhere, the new Coalition-
backed police forces have been
regularly targeted by the guerrilla,
whose attacks have caused
hundreds of deaths amongst the
police in recent months. Thus on
23 March, fourteen Iraqis,
including eight trainee police,
yyprg killed in 3tt3.cks 3t Mahawil,
about sixty Km South of Baghdad.
Two other police were killed in
an attack in Kirkuk. Some 350
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Iraqi police, trained by the
American forces, were killed in
the course of the last year. About
200,000 Iragis are in the country's
security forces, including the
army, the police, the border
guards and the Iraqgi Civil
Defence Force (ICDF).

The situation, thus remains fragile
and violence continues. A
municipal councillor was shot
down and another wounded in
Mossul on 8 March, the Khaldiya
(centre) Chief of Police escaped
an assassination attempt and, at
Baghdad, mortar bombs fell on
two police stations in the town
centre just before the signing of
the Provisional Constitution. On
14 March, also at Mossul, three
Americans, working for a Baptist

Church, were killed by unknown
assailants who then fled. A fourth
died from his injuries the next
day. In addition, a civilian was
killed and four people were
injured on 20 March by a mortar
bomb attack on the offices of the
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK)
in Mossul. Two Iragi women,
employed by Kellogg Brown and
Root (KBR) a subsidiary of the
American oil group Halliburton
were killed by persons unknown
on 11 March in Basra, in
Southern Irag. On 18 March, 29
persons were Kkilled and 45
injured, including two Britons, in
a car bomb attack near a hotel in
the centre of Baghdad, on the eve
of the first anniversary of the
war...

AS WELL AS ...

< NESSRIN BARWARI ESCAPES
AN ATTACK. On 28 March, the
only woman Minister in the Iraqi
Interim Government, Nesrin
Barwari, a Kurd, escaped an
attack near Mossul, which caused
three deaths and seven injured,
including two Westerners. Mrs
Barwari, 37 years of age, who is
Minister of Public Works, escaped
this attempted assassination at al-
Karama, East of Mossul.

Mrs. Barwari was recently seen in
public during a ceremony in
Baghdad attended by the
American Civil Administrator,
Paul Bremer, a hundred days
before the transfer of power to the
Iraqgis, planned for 30 june. She
had announced that four Iraqi
Ministries, including her own and
the Ministries of Health,

Education, and Water Resources,
would be independent of the
Coalition as from | April.

Elsewhere, on 2 March, two
Kurdish leaders escaped an
assassination attempt by
unknown persons, who opened
fire on their convoy. Five
bodyguards were slightly injured
by the shots fired at the convoy,
which was transporting Jalal
Jawhar, a senor PUK official at
Kirkuk and the Suleimaniah chief
of public security, Dana Majid.
The two men were going from
Mossul to Suleimaniah.

- LEGAL HARASSMENT OF

uUliuAM DITUTC ntCCMnCDC
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IN TURKEY. The Diyarbekir
Public Prosecutor has started a
legal investigations against
Selahattin Demirtas, President of
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the Diyarbekir Branch of the
Turkish Association for Human
Rights (IHD), Ali Oncu,
spokesman of the Diyarbekir
Democratic Platform, Emir Ali
Simsek, General Secretary of the
Teachers Union (SES) and Bulent
Kaya, President of the Clerical
Workers Union (BES) on the basis
of Article 312/2 of the Penal
Code incriminating actions
"inciting hatred and animosity in
the heart of the people on the
grounds of differences of class,
race, religion or region". The
speakers had only spoken in
support of a peaceful and
democratic resolution on the
Kurdish question in Turkey as
well as in favour of a general
amnesty, during a demonstration
and concert organised on 21 June
last in Diyarbekir. A first hearing
of the Diyarbekir State Security
Court on 17 February last had
postponed the trial to 27 April to
hear the defence of Selahattin
Demirtas.

Article 312 is an integral part of
the legal panoply used in the past
for repression against defenders
of Human Rights, political
activists, writers and journalists
and all those who expressed their
criticisms or called for a solution
to the Kurdish problem in the
country. The first harmonisation
package adopted on 6 February
2002 had added an additional
clause to this measure stipulating
that such speeches were
henceforth punishable if made
"in such a way as to endanger
public order". Another
amendment to Article 312 allows
Wic Tiea it niianiuii ai o WIHIUIGE yu
insults a section of the public in a
way considered degrading or
liable to undermine human
dignity".
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Despite these amendments, the
Human Rights Association (IHD)
remains very concerned that the
retention of imprecise
terminology in Article 312 allows
Turkey to incriminate the
legitimate exercise of
internationally recognised and
protected rights — such as the
right to peaceful assembly, the
right to take part in public affairs
— and to violate the right of
peaceful expression of non-
violent opinions.

Furthermore, on 17 March the
Diyarbekir N°1 and N°2 Criminal
Courts conducted hearing of
several Human Rights defenders.
Sezgin Tanrikulu, President of the
Diyarbekir Human Rights
Foundation, Eren Keskin,
President of the Istanbul Human
Rights Association, and Pinar
Selek, a sociologist are thus being
charged for statements made in
the course of a symposium
organised in 2001 on the basis of
Article 159/1 of the Turkish Penal
Code (insults to the Armed
Forces). The hearing was
postponed to 31 March because
of the absence of the sociologist,
Pinar Selek (victim of a serious
motor accident last year, and still
convalescent).

Selahattin Demirtas, President of
the local IHD Committee, Firat
Anli, a representative of the pro-
Kurdish DEHAP party and at
present candidate for the Sur
quarter of Diyarbekir, Edip Yasar,
spokesman of the KESK Trade
Union, and Mehmet Ata,
President of the Ozgur Parti, as
well as three other Trade Union
and political activists, are also be
charged in the context of another
case, initiated on the basis of
Article 28/2 of Law 2911,

regarding meetings and
demonstrations. These latter had
organised a demonstration in
Diyarbekir on | September 2003,
for World Peace Day, which
spontaneously turned into a
concert. The authorities accuse
them of not having authorisation
for their meeting continuing until
8.30 p.m. ...

- A POST-WAR CONFERENCE
OF RECONCILLIATION
BETWEEN THE KDP AND THE
PIIK AT IRBIL. The Iragi Kurdish
leaders Massud Barzani and Jalal
Talabani called for all to work
together for an new united Iraq
during a post-war conference of
reconciliation on 26 March in
Irbil entitled "National
reconciliation is the only road to
social peace and reconstruction in
Iraq". "The only method for us
now is to draw up a democratic
programme of national
reconciliation based on order,
dialogue, understand and respect
for others" indicated Mr. Barzani,
President of the Kurdistan
Democratic Party (KDP) in
opening the conference.

The meeting, organised on Mr.
Barzani's initiative, was held in
Irbil and lasted three days. "On
the occasion of the first
anniversary of the war and the fall
of the (Saddam Hussein) regime,
we can state that the new lIraq is
totally different from the old one:
socially, politically and
constitutionally" declared Mr.
Barzani. "lrag will never return to
what it was before. Everyone
must know this, the supported of
the now regime like those of the
old (Baathist) regime" he added.

Mr. Barzani insisted on the fact
that the way of national
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reconciliation must be through
"respect for Human Rights" and
the setting up of "honest courts"
to try members of the old regime
guilty of war crimes. "If we can
settle our problems in a
democratic manner, we will be
helping ourselves as well as the
coalition to put an end to the
occupation as quickly as possible
and to establish balanced
relations that will guarantee our
national interests" he added.

For his part, Mr. Talabani stressed
that the Iraqis should speak with a
single voice to turn over a new
leaf. "The new Iraq that we want
to build must be for all Iraqis (...)
without discrimination, without
dictatorship or provocations” he
stressed. "The old slogan of Iraqi
unity has collapsed and to build a
new country we must understand
that the old regime has died, with
its Ministries, its organisations and
its legal and political bases" he
indicated. "The new Irag must be
a democratic, federal, plural and
united Iraq (...) whose principal
components are the Kurds, the
Sunni Arabs and the Shiite Arabs
" he concluded.

Dr. Mahmud Ali Osman, an
independent public figure and a
member of the
Government Council, has stated,
on 23 March: "We will notjoin a
united Iraq again without securing
constitutional and international
guarantees"”. "In the event of
violations of the legitimate rights
of the Kurdish people to chose its
own destiny, we will turn to the
United Nations" he added.
Mahmud Ali Osman proposed
that "parliamentary elections be
organised in Kurdistan before the
elections in Irag (planned at the
latest for 31 January 2005) so as

Interim
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to unify the Irbil and Suleimaniah
administrations". Uniting these
two regions would "help the
Kurds to regain their lost lands"
according to Mr. Osman.

- ARTICLE 8 OF THE ANTI-
TERRORIST  ACT, WHILE
REPEALED ON PAPER
CONTINUES TO BE APPLIED:
THE BOOKS OF TURKISH
SOCIOLOGIST ISMAIL BESIKCI
CONTINUE TO BE BANNED.
While Article 8 of the Anti-
Terrorist Act has been officially
repealed in Turkey as part of the
harmonisation package to secure
membership of the European
Union, it remains, in effect, still
applied by the Turkish Courts.
Thus the 23 books of the Turkish
sociologist Ismail Besikci,
condemned and banned under
Article 8 are still being sanctioned
by the spirit of this Article, even
after its repeal, according to N°1
State Security Court. The Turkish
publishing house Yurt Kitap Yayin
having applied to N°1 State
Security Court for permission to
republish these books after the
repeal of the law, was refused
permission by this court. Ankara
N°2 State Security Court, applied
to in turn, ruled by lifting the ban
on only eight of the books,
maintaining the ban on the other
15, stating that the latter still
contained breaches of current
legislation. The condemned
books mostly deal with the
Kurdish question. The Court
accuses the incriminated books of
either undermining the memory
of Ataturk (Ed. Note: for example
in the book "/,/? intGi!ctu3.i 3.n
organisation and the Kurdish
question”) or of conducting
separatist propaganda (Ed. Note:
for example in a book on the

Kurdish playwright Musa Anter,
assassinated by Death Squads at
the age of 80).

OPINION POLL

LIFE HAS

- AN
ASSESSES THAT
IMPROVED SINCE THE FALL OF
SADDAM HUSSEIN
REGIME. According to an
opinion poll carried out for
several international media and
made public on 16 March, a
majority of Iraqgis consider that
life has improved since the fall of
the Saddam Hussein regime, but
a similar proportion is opposed to
the continued presence of foreign
forces in Iraq.

THE

According to this enquiry, which
is not free from contradictions,
carried out by the Oxford
Research International on a
sample of 2,500 Iraqis, 49% of
the Iraqis consider that the war
waged by the US and Great
Britain was a good thing against
39 who had the opposite view.

51% expressed hostility to the
continued presence of Foreign
troops in Irag against 39% who
held an opposite view. Moreover,
one lIraqgi in five found the attacks
against foreign troops justified.

The Iraqgis often complained of
insecurity, of unemployment and
their fears for the future.

However, if one believes the
enquiry, seven lraqis out of ten
consider that their daily life today
is "very good" or "fairly good"
against 15% who considered that
it was "very bad". And 71%
expect an improvement in their
living conditions in the coming
year.

Moreover 57% consider that their
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life is better than under the old
regime. 19%, on the contrary
think that life has got worse, 23%
see no change.

More than four out of ten Iraqis
declare that they have no
confidence in the American or
British for establishing security,
which remains the N°1 priority
for 85% of those questioned.

Amongst the other priorities, the
holding of elections to appoint a
national government is demanded
by 30% of Iragis and 28% give
priority to an economic revival.

Overall, the Iraqgis have more
confidence in the Iragi religious
leaders than in the local police or
the United Nations.

Having said that, the people
questioned seem to hope for the
maintenance of foreign troops so
long as security has not been
restored and an Iragi government
set up. Only 15 % demand the
immediate departure of the
occupation forces.

To the question of whether the
attacks on coalition forces were
justified, 17% of the Iraqis
answered, "Yes".

Another contradiction marks the
general feeling of Iraqgis towards
the Anglo-American invasion —
41% say they felt liberated, but
the same number said they felt
humiliated.

* THE BUILDING OF TwO
REFINERIES IN IRBIL AND IN
GVILIEHEKAMKA, 20 29 MUY,
this month's President of the
Interim government Council,
Mohammad Bahr al-Ulum,

attended the start of the
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construction of two refineries in
the Kurdish regions of Irbil and
Suleimaniah.

He laid the first stone in the
village of Koysanjaq, near
Suleimaniah, governed by the
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK)
one of the two main Kurdish
parties. He then carried out an
identical ceremony on the same
day on the site of another refinery
in the suburbs of Irbil, which is
rum by the Kurdistan Democratic
Party

His son, the Minister for Oil,
Ibrahim Bahr al-Ulum stated that
the two refineries will produce a
total of 30,000 barrels a day and
that, eventually, they could reach
300,000. "A few days ago we also
started the construction of a
refinery at Najaf' the holy city
South of Baghdad he declared.
“This proves that the Iraqi leaders
do not discriminate between
Arabs and Kurds and that the oil
is for all Iragis" he added.

- THE PATRIOTIC UNION OF
KURDISTAN HAS INDICATED
THAT JALAL TALABANI HAS
HANDED BACK HIS SYRIAN,
TURKISH AND  IRANIAN
PASSPORTS. On 1 March, the
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan
indicated that its leader, Jalal
Talabani, had, several months
earlier, handed back the Syrian,
Turkish and Iranian passports,
which he had previously used.
"The liberation of Iraq has
allowed many lIragis to use lraqi
passports, of which they had
been deprived by the
dictatorship” of the fallen
President Saddam Hussein,
according to a PUK communique.
"Mr. Talabani has handed back
his Syrian passport to Syria with

thanks and gratitude for the
support that country had given to
the Iraqi opposition" continued
the PUK. Mr. Talabani has also
handed back his Turkish and
Iranian passports, the
communique added.

Relations between Syria and Mr.
Talabani had cooled after the
Kurdish leader's criticisms of
Damascus for its "erroneous
reading of the situation in Iraq".
Mr. Talabani had, nevertheless,
stated that this incident "will not
affect relations" between Iraq and
Syria. Mr. Talabani's last visit to
Syria goes back to July 2003.

- STRASBOURG: THE
EUROPEAN HUMAN RIGHTS
COURT FINDS TURKEY GUILTY
OF “VIOLATION OF FREEDOM
OF EXPRESSION". On 9 March,
the European Court for Human
Rights found Turkey guilty of
violation of freedom of expression
following its sentencing of a man
of Kurdish origins for a political
speech in 1996. The Court
sentenced Turkey to paying
10,000 euros damages and 3,000
euros costs to Abdullah Aydin.

On 1st September 1996, during a
rally to celebrate World Peace
Day, he had made a speech as
representative of the Ankara
Democratic Platform. On 21
October 1997 the Ankara State
Security Court sentenced him to
one year's imprisonment for
"incitement to hatred and hostility
on the basis of social, ethnic and
regional differences",

It accused him of having made a
distinction between the Kurdish
people and the Turkish people
and of not having given an
account of the damage caused in
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the State of Emergency Region by
the PKK.

The Court stressed that the
petitioner "was expressing himself
as the representative of a
democratic platform that was not
inciting either the use of violence
nor armed resistance nor an
uprising".

- THE FORMER DIRECTOR
GENERAL OF THE IRAQI
NUCLEAR PROGRAMME
STATES THAT IRAQ WAS
WITHIN THREE YEARS OF
PRODUCING A NUCLEAR
BOMB. On 9 March, Noman
Saadeddin al-Noaimi, former
Director General of the Iraqi
nuclear programme and N° 2 in
the scientific team involved in
that secret programme, declared
to the Associated Press that Iraq
had been within three years of
producing a nuclear bomb before
the 1991 Gulf War.

Noman Saadeddin al-Noaimi
made the point that at the
moment when the work had been
stopped, the Iraqgis could have
produced at least one kilogram of
highly enriched uranium. It is
estimated that at least 10 Kg are
needed for a bomb, "producing
an adequate quantity would have
taken at least two more years
under normal circumstances.
Embodying this substance in a
weapon would have taken
another year,"” declared Noman
Saadeddin al-Noaimi on the
fringe of a meeting in Beirut on
the repercussions of the invasion
of Iraq. "This is a personal
estimate" stressed the scientist,
who has been retired since 1990.

The International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) notes on its Web
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site that there were "indications
(suggesting) that Irag had not got
past all the stages for the
production of a nuclear weapon".
Nothing proved that Irag had
produced or secretly acquired the
nuclear material needed but it
had "passed several important
stages on the way towards a
nuclear weapon", according to
the Vienna-based UN Agency.

In a communication drafted with
Jafar Dhia Jafar, the father of the
Iragi nuclear bomb and presented
on 8 March, Mr. Al-Noaimi stated
that most of the Iraqi nuclear
installations were damaged or
destroyed during the 1991 Gulf
War, that the scientists, engineers
and technicians on the
programme had dispersed after
the conflict and that the
programme had been dismantled
on Saddam Hussein's orders.

A British Secret Service report,
made public in September 2002
stated that Iraq could develop a
nuclear weapon in one or two
years if the UN sanctions were
lifted, but the IAEA considers that
the Iragi nuclear programme had
been abandoned before the 2003
war and probably could not have
been used to make nuclear
weapons.

- THE IRANIAN PRESIDENT
ACKNOWLEDGES HIS DEFEAT
AND ABANDONS  HIS
REFORMS. On |7 March, the
Iranian President, Mohammad
Khatami, acknowledged his
defeat and announced that he
was dropping from his reform
nlans two laws aimed at limiting

the power of the regime's hard
liners. One of these Bills aimed at
increasing the powers of the
President in the event of violation
of the Constitution by the regime's
hard liners. The other sought to
prevent the Council of Guardians
from vetting candidates to the
parliamentary and presidential
elections.

The Council of Guardians of the
Revolution, which has the right to
vet all elections, had rejected
these two Bills several months
ago, declaring them
unconstitutional and opposed to
Islam. "/ withdraw these two
projects to avoid that the last few
powers possessed by the
President be taken away from
him" declared Mr. Khatami on 14
March.

« KIRKUK: THE TURCOMEN

LEAVE THE MUNICIPAL

COUNCIL, FOLLOWING THEIR’

ARAB COLLEAGUES. On 28
March, six Turcoman members
suspended their participation in
the municipal council of the oil-
rich city of Kirkuk, one week after
an identical decision by their
Arab colleagues, because they
considered that the Kurds carried
too much weight in the city.
Turcoman councillor Mustafa
Yaishi stated that the city was in
the process of being “Kurdified"
and demanded the departure of
the Kurdish governor and
American intervention to “drive
the Kurdish militia from the
town". There remain, therefore,
only 15 Kurds and 7 Christians on
the council that originally had 40
members.

Information and liaison bulletin « 19 »

Kirkuk has been the scene of
tension between Kurds, Arabs and
Turcomen since the end of the
Saddam Hussein regime in April
2003. According to estimates
that are hard to verify accurately,
there are about 200,000
Turkomen in this city of a million
people, making then the third
largest community after the Kurds
and Arabs (Shiite and Sunni
combined). Nationally, according
to various sources, they make up
about 2% of Iraq's 25 million
population. They are represented
on the Iraqgi Interim Government
Council by a woman, Mrs. Songul
Shapuk and on the cabinet by the
Minister of Reconstruction and
Housing, Bayan Bager Sulagh.

According to the city's officials,
some 300,000 Kurds were step by
step driven out of Kirkuk after the
collapse of the Kurdish armed
resistance in March 1975, when
Irag abandoned them following
the Algiers agreement with Iraq
over its borders. The city, which
originally had a Kurdish majority,
was taken by the Kurds during
their 1991 uprising before being
brutally reconquered by Saddam
Hussein's forces following the
cease-fire with the Americans.
Saddam Hussein had no intention
of losing control of this important
oil centre, which became the
scene of a campaign of forced
Arabisation to alter its ethnic
composition. Kirkuk, where the
first oil deposits were developed
in 1927 is build over a vast oil
reservoir — until 1949 all Iraqi oil
came from this province, which
still produces over a third of the
1L MY 0 uii.
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Quelle autonomie pour
les Kurdes d’lrak ?

Le statut du Kurdistan est - avec la place de I'islam - une des
PRINCIPALES PIERRES D’ACHOPPEMENT DANS LA DISCUSSION PRfcPARA-

TOIRE A "ELABORATION DE LA LOI FONDAMENTALE IRAKIENNE. CAR LES

Kurdes ont abandonnf l'objectif de l'indEpendance, mais exi-

gent une Constitution fEdfrale garantissant leur pleine auto-

nomie. l1Is revendiquent aussi la ville de Kirkouk et entendent
CONSERVER LEURS FORCES ARMIES, LES PESHMERGAS. UN REJET DE CES

EXIGENCES NE POURRAIT QUE RENFORCER LEUR COMBAT.

Par NOTRE ENVOYS sSPECIAL

Michel Verrier

IUI-Rfe DEPUIS LES LENDEMAINS
de la guerre du Golfe en
1991, le Kurdistan irakien a
vecu la guerre de 2003 a
T'ecart du reste du pays.

*

Journaliste.

patriotique du Kurdistan (UPK) et du
Parti democratique du Kurdistan (PDK)
controlent la region, et «la population
coopere; des qu'on repere quelque
chose de bizarre on previent la police ».
Jusgu’au 1" fevrier, on ne craignait gitere

Ainsi, d'avril a decembre, le voyageiitentats. Le double attentat-suicide

pouvait-il se rendre de la frontidre ira-
nienne a la frontiere torque, en passant
par Souleymanieh et Erbil, sans croiser
pratiquemcnt un GI. On nc rencontrait
les premieres patrouilles qu'a Kirkouk
ou Mossoul, les deux grandes villes du
nord de I'lrak, liberees les 10 et 11 avril
2003 par les peshmergas (guerilleros).
Aussitot d’ailleurs, £ Chamchamal, une
bourgade situee a mi-chemin entre Sou-
leymanieh et Kirkouk, les check-points
ont 6te leves, qui barraient depuis dix
ans l'acces des Kurdes au reste de
I’lrak, et celui des lrakiens aux mon-
tagnes kurdes.

Chamchamal est dominee par les col-
lines ou I'armee irakienne stationnait
depuis 1991. « On vivait dans la peur,
les soldats nous tiraient regulierement
dessus. Aujourd'hui, c'est fini», se
rdjouit M. Salah Hussein. En avril, les
rues etaient desertes; fin novembre,
sous le soleil, des enfants divalent les
pentes & bicyclette.

«La guerre a profile aux Kurdes.
Nous avons ecliappe a la politique d eli-
mination du Baas et nous ne connaitmns
jamais pire», assure M. Salah Ismail,
marchand de produits managers sur le
marche anime comme une ruche. Il
aimerait maintenant retoumer <«chez
lui», a Kirkouk. De nombreuses families
de Chamchamal, originaires de la capi-
tate petroliere du Nord, ont ete expulsees
par la politique d’« arabisation » du Baas
au corns des derqgteres decennies. Mais,
pour I'instant, «la situation n'est pas
sure, la-bas ».

Ici, la securite ne semble pas le pre-
mier des soucis. Depuis douze ans, les
peshmergas des milices de [I’'Union

devastatcur qui a tue plus de cent per-
sonnes a Erbil, lors de la fete de I’Ai'd, a
certes ebranle cette confiance (1). Toute-
fois, ressenti comme une agression exte-
rieure, il a dans le meme temps conforte
le particularisme identitaire regional.

A Souleymanieh, capitate de la region
controlec par I’'UPK de M. Jalal Talabani,

la chute de M. Saddam Hussein a ravive
le nationalisme kurde. On affirme natu-
rellcment ici se sentir « plus pmche d un
Kurde de Tiinquie ou dlmn que dun
Arabe de Bagdad». La politique d’al-
liance privitegiee rnise en oeuvre depuis
des anndes par M. Talabani avec le parti
chiite de feu l'ayatollah Mohammed Al-
Hakim, I'Assemblee supreme de la revo-
lution islaniique en Irak (Asrii), laisse
nombre de ses administres sceptiques.
« Les Arabes son! dangereux pour les
autres, pour les "minorites "' comme pour
leurs liberies. lls sesont comportes vis-a-
vis de nous comme une puissance colo-
niale, martele M. Khalid H. Ghareeb,
animateur de la librairie du cafe des intel-
lectuels. S'ils ont trap de pouvoirs au sein
du Jiilur gouvernement, les chiites feront
de meme. La seule solution pour les
Kurdes senait d'avoir leurpropre pays. »

Un mouvement pour le referendum
s’est constitue au cours de ces demiers
mois. Sa petition, signee massivement,
revendique le droit des Kurdes a I'auto-
determination. Mais le realisme poli-
tique prone par les chefs kurdes Talabani
et Barzani garde ses partisans. « Aucun
de nos voisins ne tolererait aujourd'hui
un Kurdistan irakien independant.
cxplique M. Rezza Ahmed, un marchand
de bonbons a la carnire d’athlete. Nous
nous retrouverions coinces dans nos

montagnes. Un Irak unifie et democra-
tique serait la meilleure des choses, pour
le moment.»

Mossoul, la grosse ville du Nord
proche de la Syrie et de la Turquie, fait
figure de test pour mesurer la disponibi-
lite des Kurdes et des Arabes a recons-
truire I’lrak de concert. La ville regrou-
perait environ 40 % de Kurdes, 10 % de
Turcomans et 50 % d’Arabes. La majo-
rity des cadres militaires de I’ancienne
armee irakienne en sont originaires;
I’ancien regime y avait de profondes
racines, politiques et claniques.

« Les Arabes nous ont vraiment'tres
maltraites», resume M. Omar Azzo,
Kurde, professeur d’anglais, membre de
I’'UPK et tout juste de retour dans sa
ville natale, qu’il avait du fuir en 2000.
Selon lui, ils ont soutenu le regime de
M. Saddam Hussein jusqu’aux annees
1980. Puis, la guerre contre I’lran, celle
du Golfe en 1991, ainsi que la politique
de repression tous azimuts ont progres-
sivement change la donne. Nombre
d’entre eux, persecutes & leur tour, ont
du fuir et certains se sont refugies au
Kurdistan. «Nous les avons aides
humainement et financierement. C'est
tout cela qui rend aujourd’'hui possible
I'alliance entre Arabes et Kurdes. »

La soixantaine, visage rond, cheveux
rares et bouche edentee, M. Kairy Has-
san est president du Parti du bien-etre, un
des nombreux partis arabes qui partici-
pent — avec les partis kurdes, turcomans
et chretiens assyriens - d la renaissance
politique de la ville. Arabe sunni, ensei-
gnant, il a participe au debut des annees
1950 a la fondation du Baas : «Nous
voulions construire un nouveau parti
populaire pour servir le peuple. » Face a
la montec en puissance de M. Saddam
Hussein et de son clan, il a rejoint le
Baas prosyrien, et s’est retrouve en pri-
son en 1969. Il y a laisse ses dents sous
la torture. «L'existence des Kurdes, les
differences ethniques dans le pays n 'hy-
pothequent pas I'unite de I'lrak, assene-
t-il. C'est la direction du parti Baas qui a
cree le pmbleme en lournani sa violence
contre les peuples.»

M. Hassan a rencontrf pour la pre-

miere fois M. Talabani en 1998, dans la
region de Souleymanieh, ou il se rendra
a six reprises. « J'aifait le trajet a pied,
en voilure et meme a dos d'ane. Cetait
Ires dangereux el y'aifailli unefois etre
descendu par une unite irakienne. » |l
assure que I’'UPK « ne veut pas I'inde-
pendance du Kurdistan. Ses leaders
disent gu'ils font parlie du peuple ira-
kien ». M. Hassan, lui, est partisan d’un
Irak unifie, qui ne tienne aucun compte
des differences entre Kurdes, Arabes,
Turcomans : « L'lrak aux Irakiens. »



Mais les forces d'occupation de la
region - la 101' Division aeroportee -
ne favorisent pas cette dynamique. Le
major-general David H. Petraeus a
confie le poste de gouvemeur a 1’ancien
general Ghanem Al-Basso, dignitaire du
Baas jusqu’en 1993 (2). Une part impor-
tante de l’ex-admmistration baasiste
serait restee en place au sein de son
entourage immediat.

En juillet, Mossoul etait presentee par
les forces occupantes comme la gestion

americaine module de I’apres-conflit.
Puis, I’'exemple s’est transform”™ en son
contraire. «Le parti Baas fonctionne
toujours en tant que tel sur I '‘agglomera-
tion, constatait un responsable de la
securite de I’'UPK, fin novembre. Leurs
aellufes se reunissent regulierement
pour preparer des coups. » Plusieurs
chefs integristes etant par ailleurs venus
a l'automne renfnrcer leurs propres
reseaux, les deux groupes travailleraient
de connivence et seraient A I’origine des
attentats qui secouent Mossoul quasi
guotidiennement.

Debut novembre, les premieres attaques
d’helicopteres antericains par la resis-
tance ont dedenche une riposte decuplee
des forces d’occupation, cens6e intimi-
der la guerilla. En fait, I’operation «lron
Hammer » (« Marteau d’acier ») n'a fait
qu’exaspdrer la population ! « Les Ame-
ricains fouillent les maisons, violent
noire intimite, volent de l'argent, des
bijoux, resume Arif, un Arabe sunnite.
Cette guerre n'etait pas une bonne
chose. Le seul aspect positif, c'est que
Saddam estparti. »

Le 1"janvier, le major-general Petraeus
annon$ait certes la reddition d’une
douzaine d’anciens leaders du Baas. La
capture de M. Saddam Hussein, le
13 decembre, dans sa cache du village
d’Al-Daour, proche de Tikrit, a 6branle
ses partisans. « lls souhaitent etre partie
prenante du nouvel Irak », souligne le
chef de la 101' Division. Plus de mille
anciens membres et olficierS des ser-
vices secrets de 1’ancien regime ont
participe a leur tour, le 26 janvier, a
de cuneuses ceremonies d’abjuration
de leur appartenance au parti Baas,
organisees par les forces occupantes
americaines (3).

Dans ce decor, le courant islamiste
integriste des wahabites renforce pro-
gressivement son influence, dans les
quartiers de la rive nord du Tigre. Visage
fin, regard lumineux, M. Mahdy Al-Sha-
mary nous assure gqu’il ne veut pas etre
gouveme par des chiites : « Ce n'est pas
ma tradition. Seuls les Arabes sunnites
peuvent arriver a controler le pays : ils
sont lies aux Kurdes par la religion et
aux chiites parce qu ils sont arabes. »

« (ja, c'etait la propagande de Sad-
dam, resume M. Mowahfak Al-Rubai,

ancien responsable du parti islamiste
Al-Daawa, longtemps exite a Londres et
membre aujourd’hui du Conseil de
gouvemement provisoire it Bagdad. Au
contraire, seule [l'alliance entre les
Kurdes et les chiites, qui constituent la
majorite du pays, peut preserver son
unite. Sans Irak democratique, il nous
est impossible de vivre ensemble.»
Reste a definir comment.

A Kirkouk, dans une villa austere, un
portrait de Gamal Abdel Nasser ome le
bureau regional du Parti socialiste
d’avant-garde nasserien. Dirigeant du
parti, visage hautain, M. Saed Kamal
Muhamad a combattu le Baas depuis les
annees 1960 et a pris contact avec les
partis kurdes en 1991. « Nous avons
souffert comme euX. Les Kurdesfontpar-
tie du peuple irakien. Nous croyons a la
liberte pour tout le monde, et ils auront
le droit de choisir ce qu'ils veulent. »
Mais il n'y a pas, selon lui, de difleieuce
entre « la nation irakienne et la nation
arabe ». Une affirmation qui fait s’etran-
gler un Kurde, ainsi « arabise » !

Or, des sa liberation, Kirkouk se cou-
vrait de drapeaux kurdes, rouge-vert-
blanc, frappe du soleil 6tincelant. « Nous
ne sommes pas contre les Arabes, assure
M. Muhamad Karim Rasul, un restaura-
teur de 50 ans. Nous voulons vivre avec
eux. Mais dans I'lrakdu futur, nous, les
Kurdes, nous n'accepterons pas moins
que le federalisme. Nous aumns notre
region autonome, avec Kirkouk pour
capitate. »

Moustache et cheveux bruns, regard
direct derriere ses lunettes rondes a
monture doree, le nouveau gouvemeur
de Kirkouk, M. Abdull Rahman Mustafa
Fata, est kurde lui aussi. Il consacre une
bonne part de ses efforts it deminer toute
querelle ethnique.« Kurdes, Arabes, Tur-
comans. Assyriens : je dois representer
tout le monde », precise-t-il. Il a aussi
cette phrase | « Nous esperons que nous
reussirons ici ce que la Yougoslavie n‘a
pas sufaire :faire vivre des peoples dif-
ferents ensemble. »

« Kirkouk, Kirkouk, coeur du Kurdis-
tan /» Emmenes par I’'UPK et le PDK,
des milliers de Kurdes ont pourtant
defile le 22 decembre 2003 dans les rues
de laville. Des le lendemain, sur le cam-
pus de I'universite, des echauffourees
opposaient des etudiants arabes et
turkntenes aux jeunes Kurdes qui refu-
saient de voir hisser le drapeau irakien.
Une contre-manifestation arabo-turque,
le 31 decembre, degenerait finalement
en afffontement devant les locaux de
I’'UPK, faisant au moins six morts. Une
manifestation Strange, qui rassemblait
des nostalgiques de M. Saddam Hussein
venus des villages « arabisSs » proche
de la ville et brandissant des portraits du
dictateur, des represcntants du mouve-
ment chiite radical de I’ayatollah Motas-
sadeq Al-Sadr et les troupes du Front
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turcoman iraquien, une organisation
teleguidee par Ankara et contestee dans
les rangs turcomans.

Secretaire general du Parti populaire
des Turcomans irakiens et vice-gouver-
neur de Kirkouk, M. Erfa Irafan Kar-
kukli souligne d’ailleurs qu’il n’a « rien
a voir avec le Front. On sail ici qu'une
famille turcomane vivait mieux dans la

region kurde autonome ces dix demieres
annees, qu'a Kirkouk, sous le controle
de Saddam ». Victimes de la politique
d’arabisation du regime, les Kurdes,
comme les Turcomans, ont, selon lui,
« un inalienable droit au retour ». Quant
aux Arabes venus du Sud pour occuper
leurs maisons et leurs terres, <ils
devronty retourner ». Kirkouk redevien-
drait alors sans conteste une ville a
majorite kurde et turcomane.

Mais c’est a Bagdad que se negocie le
statut dc I'lrak dc dcmain. Au scin du
Conseil de gouvemement provisoire,
domine par les Kurdes et les chiites, le
federalisme est un fait acquis. Toutefois,
deux conceptions s’opposent. L’une
repose sur la perspective d’un Etat natio-
nal irakien federant des regions aux
frontieres geographiques, administra-
tives - un systeme similaire a celui des
Etats-Unis ou de I’Allemagne. L’autre se
refere a un federalisme rassemblant dif-
ferents peuples ou ethnies, inspire du
systeme suisse, canadien ou britannique.
Lui seul a la faveur des chefs kurdes.

Le Kurdistan autonome serait alors a
I'lrak « ce que I'Ecosse aujourd’hui est
a la Grande-Bretagne (4) ». Faute d’ac-
cord sur ce point, le nationalisme kurde
redoublera d’ardeur. «Nous faisons
face a I'epreuve la plus serieuse que
nous ayons jamais connue, souligne
M. Ahmed Bamarni, qui a longtemps
represente I’'UPK a Paris. Et tres rares
sont ceux qui souhaitent notre succes. »

(1) Les deux attentats ont ete revendiques par un
groupe proche d’Ansar Al-Islam, une organisation
liee a Al-Qaida et implantee avant la guerre autour
d’Halabja, au Kurdistan d’lrak.

(2) M. saddam Hussein decapita alors son clan et
fit abattre son frere et son cousin,

(3) Chacun d’entre eux a du jurer devant Dieu d6
proteger et de reconstruire I’lrak, avant d’affirnier
«Je ne suis pas lie au parti Baas etje ne le rejoin-
druijamais. A partir de inaiiitenant, je suis indepen-
dant. que Dieu me soil temoin. »

(4) On consultera a ce sujet le site www.kdp.info.

Le Monde diplomatique

- MARS 2004


http://www.kdp.info

Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Qape-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

LE FIGARO MARDI 2 MARS 2004

IRAK PaulBremer signera demain la Constitution provisoire

L’'islam sera « une source »
de la loi a Bagdad

Aprfes des semalnes d'intenses negotiations, et une ultime
reunion marathon de dix heures supervisee par Paul Bremer,
le pro consul amdricain en Irak, les 25 membres du Consell in-
tdrimaire de gouvernement (CIG) sont flnalement parvenus &
surmonter leurs divergences pour rddiger la Constitution pro-
visoire de I'lrak post-Saddam. Un accouchement au forceps au
prix d’un gjournement du rdgiement de quelques-unes des
principals pommes de discorde entre les difTdrentes compo-
santes de la mosai'que iraklenne, en particuller, I'dtendue de
I'autonomie A accorder aux 20 % de Kurdes des provinces du

Nord.

Bagdad:
Georges Malbrunot

En attendant I'election d'une
assemblde par le peuple, « si
possible fin 2004, sinon en
2005 », qui redigera la Consti-
tution definitive, I'lrak sera rdgi
par « un federalisme giogra-
phique », voisin de celui en vi-
gueur au Bresil ou au Canada,
dans lequel I'islam sera « une
source » de la loi, avec & sa tete
un president et les femmes re-
prdsentees it hauteur d’au
moins 25 % dans le prochain
Parlement.

« Nous sommes parvenus a
un consensus sur chaque
point», se fdlicitait hier un re-
presentant d’Ahmed Chalabi,
membre du CIG. Mais que de
palabres ont ete, au prealable,
necessaires ? Majoritaires au
CIG et parmi la population, les
representants chiites exi-
geaient que l'islam soit re-
connu comme « l'unique
source » de la loi. Une de-
mands combattue par les
«laics » sunnites, les Kurdes et
par Bremer lui-meme, qui
avait menace de mettre son
veto, pour dviter une domina-
tion religieuse de la part d'un
groupe. Les chiites ont finale-
ment cddd.

La loi stipule que le respect
de l'islam « ne saurait empie-
ter sur les droits individuels et
les regies democratiques ».
Mais, en contrepartie, ils ont
obtenu qu'aucune loi « contre
les valeurs de l'islam » ne
puisse etre votee pendant la
pdriode transitoire ; l'islam qui
est reconnu « religion d'Etat»,
comme dans la quasi-totalite
des pays arabes. En ce qui
conceme la participation des

femmes a la vie politique, les
« laics » ont du battre en re-
traite, un avant-projet ayant
fixd a 40 % leur representation
minimale dans la prochaine
assembles, mais dins la nuit
de vendredi a samedi, le debat
s’dtait dchaufid, les represen-
tants chiites quittant subite-
ment la table des negotiations,
en signs de mdcontentement.
Le reste du CIG voulait abro-
ger la loi sur la famille, un
texte retrograde adopte en dd-
cembre sous la pression des
chiites conservateurs qui fait
passer le regime de la famille
sous la charia, la loi islamique.
Finalement, les « barbus bou-
deurs » ont prdsentd leurs ex-
cuses, et I'annulation de la loi
sur la famille a dtd reportee a
plus tard, ouvrant ainsi la voix
au compromis qui fixe la part
des femmes & un quart dans la
prochaine assembles, ce qui
constitue une victoire, sur le
papier, pour les progressistes.
La question, en revanche,
sur laquelle nul rapproche-
ment n'a ete possible concerns
les contours exacts du federa-
lisme, un lidge que devra tran-
cher la future assembles dlue.
Pour dviter 1'appellation de
«federalisme ethnique », prd-
conisde par les Kurdes qui veu-
lent dtablir des liens faibles
avec le futur gouvernement
central afin de mieux arracher
leur Etat, on a optd pour la no-
tion de «federalisme giogra-
phique », dans lequel les
Kurdes des trois provinces du
Nord garderont I'autonomie
qui est la leur depuis 1991,
ainsi que leurs institutions et
surtout leurs combattants, les
pechmergas qu’ils comptent
transformer en Garde natio-
nals du Kurdistan irakien, sans
avoir & les integrer dans la

nouvelle armde. Les Kurdes se
sont donnd jusqu’au 1" juillet
pour unifier les gouvemements
de leurs provinces. Les sun-
nites et les chiites s'opposent a
leurs vellditds inddpendan-
tistes, souhaitant au contraire
le maintien d’'un gouvernement
central fort pour preserver I'in-
tdgritd de leur pays.

Mais les Kurdes, qui vou-
laient un reddcoupage du Kur-
distan, englobant la rdgion pd-
trolidre de Kirkouk, ainsi qu'un
partage de la rente issue de
I’or noir, ont dfi, eux aussi,
faire des concessions. Selon la
Constitution provisoire, les
frontieres des provinces ne
peuvent etre en effet modifides
pendant la pdriode intdrimaire.
Cependant, les Kurdes, qui se
sont placds sous le parapluie
amdricain en 1991 apres avoir
dtd reprimes par Saddam, ont
tout lieu d'etre satisfaits. lls
voient leur autonomie renfor-
cde dans un « Irak unifie ».
Pour combien de temps
encore ? « Certaines de nos re-
vendications ne pouvaient pas
etre remplies, reconnait Mah-
moud Osmane, membre kurde
du CIG. On les met de cote
temporairement, ce que nous
n'‘avons pas eu aujourd'fiui,
nous l'‘aurons demain »,
ajoute-t-il.

Autre sujet de discorde, la
prdsidence de I’exdciftif ira-
kien. Les sunnites et les Kurdes
rdclamaient une prdsidence &
trois, les chiites & cing, afin d'y
avoir la majoritd. «Ily aura un
president, deux vice-presi-
dents, et un premier mi-
nistre », souligne un porte-pa-
role d’Ahmed Chalabi.

Cette Loi fondamentale pro-
visoire, qui sera signee par
Paul Bremer demain, apres
I'achoura, les fetes chiites cele-
brant le martyr de Hussein,
servira de base pour I'dlabora-
tion de la Constitution defini-
tive I'an prochain. Elie ne dit
rien sur le mdcanisme de
transfert du pouvoir des forces
d’occupation amdricaines a un
gouvernement souverain le
1* juillet, ni sur la nature des
liens entre des regions appe-
Ides & dtre fortes et le pouvoir
central & Bagdad.
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l8ssens

Abdullah Ocalan appele sous
les drapeaux turcs

Condamne £ la prison & vie, I'ancien

avait 6chapp6 b la conscription obligatoire en quittant le
pays en 1978, juste avant de s'engager dans la lutte armé6e
contre la Turquie. En quinze ans, la rebellion aurait fait plus
de 36 000 morts. Cet appel sous les drapeaux n'est qu'une
«formality», 6crit le quotfdien Hurriyet, puisqu'Ocalan n'a
guere de chance d'etre lib6r6. o'apri»AFp

2 MARS 2004

chef rebelle kurde Abdullah Ocalan a
ete appele £ faire son service militaire
dans lI'arm6e turque! L'administration
militaire turque afini par retrouver la
trace de I'ancien chef du PKK, detenu
sur ffle-prison d’Imrali. Age de 54 ans, il

| En Irak, unelol
" qui ne fache personne

Droits des femmes, federalisme... un compromis trouve, sans trancher.

Bagdad envoys special
es negociateurs du
Conseil de gouverne-
ment irakien ontacheve
al'aube, hier, leur mara-
thon constitutionnel.
Epuises mais ravis. Auterme
d’'innombrables rebondisse-
ments, un compromis a ete
trouve, qui semble satisfaire
egalement les fondamenta-
listesreligieux, lesdemocrates
liberaux et les autonomistes
kurdes. Untourde force puis-
gu'il s'agissait d’inscrire dans
une meme loi fondamentale
des principes apremiere vue
toutaussieloignes que lareli-
giond’Etatetlalaicite, ledroit
desfemmes et larepudiation,
I'unite nationaleetle federalis-
me. Afind'eviterqued'ultimes
derapagescompromettentce
perilleuxexercice, deuxdestu-
teurs de la coalition, lAmeri-
cain Paul Bremeretle Britan-
nique Jeremy Greenstock, ont
comaque lesdebats. Aumatin,
le projetadopte obtenaitleur
blanc-seing: «xundocumenttres
constructifettresprogressiste».
La charla. Pourparvenir ases
fins, Paul Bremer, patron de
I'administrationamericaineet
veritableproconsul del’'lrak,a
du agiterlamenaceduveto.En
janvier, les partis religieux
chiiteslan”aientl'offensiveen
obtenant une majorite au
Conseil de gouvemement
pourabrogerlesloisquiprote-
geaient le statut des femmes.

Unesdrieuse mobilisationdes
feministesetdesdemocratesa
permisd’inverserlatendance.
La loi garantira les droits des
femmesdanslafamillecomme
dans I'heritage et prevoit un
quotade 25% de femmesdans
les futures instances diri-
geantes de I'lrak. Le second
brasde feraveclesreligieuxa
debutele moisdernieravecla
propositiond’inscriredansla
Constitutionquel’islamserait
religion d’Etat et la charia, la
seulebase dudroit. Letextede
compromis stipule que lama-
jorite des Irakiens etant mu-
sulmans, lalegislation future
ne saurait etre contraire aux
principesislamiques.

«Leproblemerestedesavoirqui
vadefinirlacompatibilityentre
lestextes legislatesetlacharia,
gronde Safiaal-Souhail, mili-
tante democratetresactiveau
sein du mouvement des
femmes. Cette phrase donne
auxreligieuxlepouvoirdedeci-
dercequiestlegalounelestpas.
Heureusement, lesliberauxont
exigeetobtenu lareciprocityen
faisantstipulerqu'aucuneloine
pourra etre adoptee qui soit
contraireauxprincipesdelade-
mocratic. Chacunsetientparla
barbichette,» Une strategic si-
milaire apermisle deblocage
del’epineuse questiondufede-
ralisme, auquelles Kurdesres-
tent profondement attaches.
Le projet de loi prevoit que
leurs regions, autonomes, gar-

derontce statutjusqu’ace que
I’electiond'unParlementpuis
d'un gouvemement legitime
permette de trancher. En
echangedequoi, chiitesetsun-
riites glissentun pied dans la
porte en prevoyant que, dans
toutI'lrak, trois regions peu-
ventdeciderde formerune fe-
deration. Surles 18regionsira-
kiennes, trois sontamajorite
kurde, troisamajorite sunnite,
neufamajorite chiite, quand
trois sont un patchwork eth-
nigue sans majorite.

Election. Ainsi, si aucune
controversen'averitablement
ete resolue, les espoirs de
chaque groupe restentintacts.
Et nombre de responsables
politiques irakienssoulignent
lecaractereprovisoirede cette
loL LesEtats-Unistenaientab-

Manifestation A Bagdad, le 13janvier, pour defendre les lois protegeant

fondamentale

solumentacequ’unbrouillon
constitutionnel fixe lesregies
dujeupolitique en Irakpourla
periode de transitionqui s'ou-
vrirale 30juin, aveclaremise
dupouvoirdes forces d'occu-
pationaune autorite locale, et
quidevraitseclore avecl’elec-
tiond'ungouvemementldgiti-
me aune date restantadeter-
miner. Par la suite, une
assembleeparlementaire sera
chargee de reecrire une
Constitutiondefinitive.Appa-
tes par la perspective de re-
prendreseulsleursaffairesen
main, les partis irakiens sont
donctombesd’accordpourre-
mettre aplustardlereglement
deleursdivergences, afinde ne
pas ralentir le processus de
transfer! desouverainete. @
DIDIER FRANCOIS

le statut des femmes, menace par les partis religieux.
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lraq

BY CHRISTOPHER DICKEY
AND ROD NORDLAND
ADDAM HUSSEIN  HAD
something against bananas,
and taxed them heavily. You
rarely ever saw them for sale
when he was in power. Now
they're in every outdoor mar-
ket, even in front ofthe gold-
domed mosque at Khadimiyah, one ofthe
most sacred shrines for Shiite Muslims.
Mohamed Abu Zayedine, 38, does a brisk
business peddling the fruit to pilgrims.
(“They’re the taste of freedom,” jokes one
customer.) Unlike in Saddam’s day, Shiite
visitors are now allowed to come to Irag's
holy places by the tens of thousands from
Iran, Afghanistan and Lebanon, from
Bahrain and Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. So
Abu Zayedine is optimistic for himselfand
his six kids, and grateful to the Americans
who've changed his world. “I have no house,
but in two years | do hope to own one,” he
says. “In the pastwe had no hope.”

But the fruit seller is also a realist. “We
have more freedom,” he said one recent af-
ternoon, “but at any moment you can expect
an explosion.” He meant that literally: the
great Shiite shrine is an obvious taiget for
someone trying to start a sectarian war, and
throughout Irag—throughout the region-
fears ofjust such a confrontation are grow-
ing. Sunni Muslim terrorists, who despise
the Shiites as apostates, have openly called
for their destruction. One of Osama bin
Laden’s spokesmen urged lragis last Octo-
ber to “kill all Satanic ayatollahs among the
Shiites.” As it is, violence is so commonplace
in Baghdad these days that it's talked about
like the weather. “'Iferrorist bombs and traf-
ficjams affect my work,” said Abu Zayedine.

That mix offatalism and resolve is typi-
cal of Iragi Shiites, who never deserved the
fanatical label imposed on them by Sad-
dam. But collectively, this underclass un-
leashed and empowered by the U.S. occu-
pation is also the single most revolutionary
new force in the region. Guided by their ay-
atollahs, they can show enormous disci-
pline, whether marching in protest, fight-
ing in the streets—or voting. Ifthey remain
grateful to the United States and friendly to
its interests, they will be potent allies. If
not, the whole adventure in lIrag could
come to a disastrous end.

All the countries in the region with large
Shiite populations—all those that are send-
ing pilgrims to Irag's ancient shrines—are
watching these developments with rapt at-
tention. Already you're beginning to hear
rhetoric that hasn’'t been bruited since the
height of Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini’s
power in Iran. Ali Al-Ahmed of the dissi-
dent Saudi Institute in Washington, for in-

NEWSWEEK MARCH 1, 2004

stance, says the world should stop talking
about the Persian Gulfor, as the Arabs call
it, the Arab Gulf. “It's the Shia Gulf,” he
says. “Look at the people who live around
it, at least 90 percent of them are Shiites.
The U.S. must take that into account. The
Shiites are sitting on all that oil.”

Iran and Saudi Arabia, especially, have
enormous stakes in the shape ofthings to
come, and they're not just watching pas-
sively as events unfold. “If democracy is a
success in Iraq, this will have a huge effect
in the region,” says Mostafa Tajzadeh, a for-
mer deputy Interior minister in Tehran and
a close friend of President Mohammed
Khatami. Another leading Iranian re-
formist, Mohammed Ali Abtahi, hopes the
Iragi Shiite “revolution” can correct the
mistakes made by the Iranian one. “It could

encourage moderation and even temper the
Wahhabi mind-set in the region [among
Saudis and other Sunnis].” But the basic in-
stinct of the Tfehran regime is to try to con-
trol events next door as much as possible.
“The Iranian government is in touch with
nasty people in Irag,” says one Western
diplomat in the Iranian capital. “They're
keeping their options open.”

For the Saudis, any budding alliance be-
tween Washington and Najaf poses an
enormous challenge because, at a mini-
mum, itreduces Saudi clout in Washington.
“We do not understand this American busi-
ness of having friends, then calling them
enemies, and [calling] the enemies friends,”
sniffs one influential Saudi prince. Already
in the past year, the long-oppressed Shiite
leadership in Saudi Arabia, based in the oil-
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Revival, Repression and Revolt
A century of Shiite political activism.
Iragi power in Irag and Shiite

Shiites play the loading  activists are forced
role In uprising against  underground,
the British colonial . 3lran's revolution
occupation. puts Shiite mullahs In

The secularist charge. The new
Baath Party takes regime pledges its

THE BiG baKG: Iranian Shiites take power

The Shiites in the World e
They're outsiders in most Muslim countries, but the Shiites UZBEKISTAN KYRGYZSTAN
may soon come to power in Irag, as they did earlier in Iran. OBak
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support for Islamist
movements elsewhere.

1982 Iranian troops
enter Israeli-occupied
Lebanon and transform
ragged Shiite militia
groups into the politi-
cally potent Hizbullah
(Party of God).

{ EBANON Hizbullah

1991A Shiite-led bid
for power in Irag ends
with the massacre of
thousands by Saddam
Hussein's troops.

Iran and Saudi Arabia have huge stakes in the shape

basic political demands. Last fall it entered

into an unheard-of political dialogue with

Saudi Crown Prince Abdullah. At the same
time, however, Arab intelligence sources say
Saudi individuals have been channeling
support to Irag's Sunni resistance fighters
and terrorists. For many, the American oc-
cupiers are only a secondary target. The

main foes are the Iragi Shiites.

The Iranians and the Saudis—and the
Americans—could be overestimating the
durability ofties between the United States
and the lraqi Shiites, however. For the

moment, one 73-year-old grand ayatollah,
Ali Sistani, has emerged as the be-

all and end-all of the alliance—and he

doesn’t even talk to the Americans directly.
(“It's two-way communication through

LOOKING TO

the Coalition administration in
Baghdad insists.)
As the most respected Shiite
cleric in lIraq, Sistani wields
tremendous influence. But even
he must listen to his people, and many of
them have deep misgivings about Ameri-
can intentions. Through all their years of
persecution, Iraqg's Shiites came to believe
that Saddam Hussein was really just the
tool of the Americans, and now that he’s
gone, many believe the United States will
only corrupt Iragi society and. steal its re-
sources. “They will not leave until the 12th
Imam appears,” says 27-year-old Qasseni
Mehdi, alluding to Shiite Islam’s messiah.
Because Sistani has told his people not
to oppose the American occupation—yet—

the Shiite regions of the coun-
try have been mostly quiet.
(“Sistani has been great,” a se-
nior administration official
avers.) But that may not last. In
an interview last week with the
German magazine Der Spiegel, the ayatol-
lah sounded fed up with Washington’s
stalling about elections, even though he’s
going along for the moment with the Unit-
ed Nations' recommendation to wait. “It
must not take long,” said Sistani. Any piore
delays could provoke an uprising, he hint-
ed. “The people know how they must act.”
Having at last tasted freedom on their own
terms, lIraq's Shiites are unlikely to settle
for anything less.

With TAMARA LIPPER in Washington and
BABAK DEHGHANPISHEH in Tehran
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Iraqgis strike compromise
on interim constitution

From news reports

BAGHDAD: Iraqi leaders agreed
Monday to an interim constitution that
would serve as the framework for the
government through next year, Iraqi of-
ficials said.

In Washington, Bush administration
officials said they were pleased with
the breakthrough and said they expec-
ted L. Paul Bremer 3rd, the chiefU.S. of-
ficial in Irag, to approve the document.

“This is a major achievement, only a
day late, which | think is terrific,” said
Secretary of State Colin Powell.

The deal, struck at 4:20 a.m. after a
lengthy meeting, was approved unani-
mously by the 25-member Iragi Gov-
erning Council, Iraqi officials said.

Intifad Qanbar, an aide to Ahmad
Chalabi, a member of the council, said
the constitution would be signed Wed-
nesday after the Shiite Muslim feast of
Ashoura.

The council, the Iraqi authority ap-
pointed by the American occupation
authorities, has been under intense
pressure to reach an agreement on the
constitution. It is an important part of
the process by which the Bush admin-
istration intends to hand sovereignty to
an Iragi government by a June 30 dead-
line.

Ifapproved, the interim constitution

would appear to be the most progres-
sive such document in the Arab world.
Even before the hard bargaining began,
there was wide agreement on many of
its major features, including the free-
dom of speech, press and assembly and
the free exercise of religion. The con-
stitution provides for an independent
judiciary, equal treatment under the
law regardless of sex or ethnicity, as
well as civilian control over the mili-
tary.

“It was a very emotional moment,”
said Salem Chalabi, a representative
from the Iraqi National Congress. “We
established a bill of rights like no other
in the region. It was quite a remarkable
thing.”

“Compromises were made. Not
everybody got what they wanted,” he
said. But “everybody was happy.”

The Governing Council members
reached compromise language on sev-
eral difficult issues, the Iragi officials
said. Islam was to be designated "a
source” oflegislation, not “the primary
source,” as had been demanded by sev-
eral Muslim members ofthe council.

That compromise, in what had been
one ofthe most intractable areas ofdis-
agreement, was finessed when Iraqi
leaders agreed Jo insert language pro-

hibiting the passage of any legislation
"against” Islam, Qanbar said.

Hamid al-Bayati of the Supreme
Council for the Islamic Revolution in

Hfral S Snbunc

live members ofthe Iraqi Governing Council spoke at a news conference
in Baghdad on Monday after an agreement was reached.

Iragq, one of the main Shiite political
groups, said that the document ensured
“there can’'t be any law passed that is not
in keeping with Islam," and that it met
demands by the most revered Shiite
cleric, Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani.

“This is what Ayatollah Sistani
wanted to see in the interim constitu-
tion, so yes, what has been agreed is
0.K., although not everyone is fully and
completely with what was in there,”
Bayati said.

The agreement capped several days
of intense bargaining by members of
the Governing Council. The interim
constitution is intended to serve as the
framework for the Iraqi state from June
30 until a permanent constitution is
written, presumably next year, after na-
tionwide elections.

Ifit holds, the constitution agreed to
on Monday morning would be a signifi-
cant step in Iraq’s struggle to find a way
to accommodate its many religious and
ethnic groups.

In another important compromise,
Iraqi officials agreed to allow thou-
sands of Kurdish militiamen to hold on
to their arms as part of a “national
guard” that would be under the com-
mand of the regional governments,
Qanbar said.

The aide said the national guard sys-
tem would be nationwide, suggesting
that the militias now retained by many
ofthe political parties would not be ex-

pected to disarm.

While the national guard units would
be under local supervision, they would
ultimately answer to the federal govern-
ment, said Feisal Istrabadi, an adviser to
Adnan Pachachi, a Governing Council
member.

The agreement on the Kurdish militia
was part of a wider deal granting con-

tinued autonomy to the Kurds, who
have been largely governing themselves
in northern Iraq since 1991. Under the
deal, the Kurds would be allowed to
maintain their autonomy now, with
many ofthe details ofself-rule to be de-
cided after nationwide elections.

Kurdish militiamen, known as the
pesh merga, assisted U.S. forces in
northern Irag during the campaign that
toppled Saddam Hussein last year.

“Many people expressed their gratit-
ude to the pesh merga for helping to lib-
erate the country,” Qanbar said.

Kurdish leaders will also face a diffi-
cult challenge in persuading their own
people to accept any constitution that
limits local powers.

Last week, some Kurdish leaders sub-
mitted a petition that they said had been
signed by 1.7 million Kurdish people
calling for a referendum on whether the
region should remain part of Irag.

Any interim constitution would have
to be approved by Bremer. Two weeks
ago, Bremer angered members of the
Governing Council when he suggested
that he would veto a constitution that
declared Islam “the primary source” of
legislation.

Bremer has also said on several occa-
sions that he would not allow independ-
ent militias to carry on, and it was un-

clear if American officials would allow
the militias to be integrated into a na-
tional guard.

American officials in Irag could not
be reached for comment early Monday
morning.

In another important compromise,
the constitution envisions that 25 per-
cent of the seats in the national as-
sembly would be held by women, Istra-
badi said. Under the constitution, the
national assembly would be chosen by
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nationwide elections this year or next.

Early drafts of the constitution had
called for 40 percent of the seats to be
set aside for women. But many mem-
bers ofthis male-dominated society ob-
jected to the percentage.

Some Americans officials were in-
sistent that some language be included
about women in the constitution, in
partbecause after so many years ofwar,
women make up such a large part ofthe

population.

It was unclear early Monday whether
the three-person presidency proposed
in later drafts of the constitution sur-
vived. Under that proposal, the three
presidents, chosen by the National As-
sembly, would pick a prime minister,
who would name a cabinet.

The interim constitution did not spe-
cify the mechanism by which nation-
wide elections would be held. Despite

the desire by many to hold elections, as
early as possible, the leaders of the
country bowed to assessment by Amer-
ican officials and a team of experts
from the United Nations that the coun-
try lacked fhe necessary infrastructure,
like a' proper voting roll, to have them
soon. (NYT. Reuters)

Oil production in Irag
nearly at prewar level

Revenue crucial to economic revival

By Neela Banerjee

BAGHDAD: Iraqg’s oil industry has un-
dergone a remarkable turnaround and
is now producing and exporting almost
as much crude oil as it did before the
war, according to officials with the
Anrerican-led occupation and the Iraqi
Oil Ministry.

A month ahead ofthe April 1 deadline
set by Iraq and American officials for
restoring the industry to prewar levels,
the country is producing 2.3 million to
2.5 million barrels a day, compared with
2.8 million barrels a day it pumped be-
fore the war. With additional produc-
tion increases expected, oil exports this
year could add $14 billion to Irag’s
threadbare budget, in contrast to a little
more than $5 billion last year, said a se-
nior official with the Coalition Provi-
sional Authority, the occupation gov-
ernment.

“We're well ahead of the targets that
we set in the aftermath of the war,” said
Robert McKee, a retired oil executive
from Houston who has been the leading
American figure in the drive to restore
Irag’s oil fields. “We feel pretty good
about it, but we have a lot of challenges
left.”

Iraq owns the third-largest oil re-
serves in the world, after Saudi Arabia
and Canada, and its economy is almost
solely reliant on revenue from oil ex-
ports. That revenue could help finance
Iraq’s economic revival, Iragi and occu-
pation officials say, in turn strengthen-
ing political stability as Irag moves to
sovereignty over the next four months.

The revival ofthe oil sector is the re-
sult of the $1 billion in repairs under-
taken by the Americans and lIraqis, as
well as some dogged ingenuity by the
Iraqis in keeping their badly damaged
industry running.

Major challenges still loom, the Iraqi
and coalition officials said, especially
as the Americans turn over control to

the Iraqgis ahead of the June 30 date for
the transfer of sovereignty to a provi-
sional Iraqgi government. By that date,
the U.S. military will hand protection of
Iraq's pipelines and pumping stations
to the Oil Ministry, which will have to
manage a police force of 14,000 that is
expected to be tested if political in-
stability rises.

After the transfer of power, Iraqi offi-
cials and their American advisers must
fashion a modern industry from one
starved of investment by Saddam Hus-
sein’s government and further dimin-
ished by the looting of billions of dol-
lars from oil sales under UN sanctions
after the Gulfwar in 1991.

“I'm not so naive to think there isn’t

corruption,” McKee said at a talk with
reporters in Baghdad on Sunday. “But
we're putting in place things like a code
of ethics so that the natural inclination
is to honesty rather than lawlessness.”

Political tensions that have been un-
derscored lately by Iraq’s tortured pro-
gress to sovereignty seem to have
prompted coalition officials in recent
days to highlight what they regard as
the accomplishments of the occupa-
tion.

Lieutenant General Ricardo Sanchez,
the American military commander,
said last week that attacks on coalition
soldiers had been cut by halfin the last
three months, even as attacks on lragis
had increased. And Sanchez predicted
that the 110,000-member American
force that will remain after the transfer
of sovereignty will be able to counter
insurgent efforts to destabilize the
country.

L. Paul Bremer 3rd, the top American
civil administrator of Iraq, appeared on
Iraqi television Friday to announce that
electricity generation, a major source of
discontent in this country of 25 million
people, had been restored to prewar
levels and was expected to rise rapidly
as summer approaches.

On Sunday, coalition officials turned
the spotlight on the oil industry, where
problems have often seemed emblemat-
ic of the wider deterioration of condi-
tions in Iraq under the U.S. occupation.
In December, Iragis fumed as they
waited in lines for gasoline at stations
across the country, a problem that
American officials now say had more to
do with a lack of electricity to pump oil
through pipelines and operate gas sta-
tions than with a shortage of supplies.

American efforts to restore Iraqi oil
have been led by the Army Corps of En-
gineers and its principal contractor,
Halliburton, along with advisers to the
Gil Ministry drawn from the top echel-
ons of the international oil industry.
Chief among these is McKee, a former
executive vice president of worldwide
operations for the old Conoco.

His main job here has been oil ad-
viser to Bremer.

Still, Americans give much of the
credit for the restoration of the oil in-
dustry to the Iraqgis themselves, saying
that the removal of a corrupt elite who
led the industry under Saddam left a
work force of 35,000 well-trained
Iragis.

But U.S. financing has been crucial. A
further $1 billion is expected to be spent
this year, McKee said, mainly on resto-
ration and upgrading of oil fields and
refurbishing of refineries.

The New York Times

March 2,2004
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Khalid Sulaiman, one ofthe clerics who drafted the fatwa, passing out a copy in Ramadi as his son Sulaiman looked on.

Clerics ask for halt in Irag attacks

A Sunni fatwa shields Muslims but not American troops

By Dexter Filkins

RAMADI, Iraq: With a guerrilla war
simmering around them, a group of
Muslim clerics gathered together the
other day and invoked God’s name to
call for peace.

A kind a peace, anyway. In one ofthe
first acts of its kind, the Iraqi religious
scholars drafted a fatwa, a holy admon-
ition, against staging attacks inside the
country. But the document, drafted last
week, calls on lragis to stop killing
Iraqgis only. It makes no mention of stop-
ping the killing of American soldiers.

The Sunni imams offered differing ex-
planations for why the Americans were
left out of the single-page text, ranging
from the apologetic to the dismissive.

“You want me to write a fatwa for the
Americans?” snapped Fadil al-Kubaisy,
imam of Al Dawla al Kabeer mosque.
“I'll write one that tells them to get out
ofthe country.”

The anger expressed by Kubaisy re-
flects a deeper ambivalence about the
American occupation in the largely
Sunni towns west of Baghdad, like Ra-
madi, where many people benefited di-
rectly from Saddam Hussein’s govern-
ment. Those feelings were brought irito
sharp reliefin the drafting and publica-
tion of the fatwa, signed by 21 clerics
representing more than 500 mosques in
Al Anbar Province.

The text and the interpretations
offered by Anbar's imams encapsulate
the two-sided feelings that Iraqis here
have for the American occupation and
the creation ofa new lraqi state.

While saying nothing about the
Americans themselves, the document
declares unqualified support for the
Iragi institutions the Americans are
trying to build. Furthermore, while the
fatwa presumably speaks with great re-
ligious authority, the imams who wrote
it say they cannot be sure that anyone
out there will heed its call.

The diminished self-image of the
Sunni clerics in Ramadi stands in con-
trast to that of their Shiite counterparts,
who, with much more hierarchical lead-
ership structure, command the alle-
giance of millions of Iragis. The minor-
ity Sunnis were favored in the Saddam
era while the majority Shiites were per-
secuted and powerless.

“Dear sons of our nation, we call
upon you to close ranks and elevate
yourselves above your grudges so that
we may open a new chapter in the life of
our country," the fatwa begins. “We
condemn any act of violence against
Iraqi state government workers, police
and soldiers, because it is aggression
under Islamic law."

The document declares that Killing
fellow Iragis not only runs counter to
the idea of jihad, but also constitutes

what is known in the Muslim world as
haram, the unpardonable act of killing
another Muslim. “Everyone should be
warned against staining their hands
with Muslim blood," it continues.

The idea for the fatwa came about
after the fatal attack on a Falluja police
station two weeks ago. That attack,
staged by insurgents in the middle of
town in the middle of the morning, re-
sulted in the deaths of 15 Iragi police of-
ficers and three civilians.

The day after the attack, the clerics in
Falluja got together and issued the fat-
wa. Word spread quickly. Within a
week, imams from all over the province
had signed up. The clerics printed up
3,000 copies and have begun distribut-
ing them at mosques and kebab houses
around the province.

The big question is how much influ-
ence the fatwa will have. Some of the
clerics said they doubted that they
would be able to change much; they say
they lack the power they once had to
command large numbers of people.

Nevertheless, the Sunni imams of
Anbar say they are encouraged. It has
been a quiet week in the province. The
fatwa received a warm reception all
over the country, even among Shiites.
Some of Anbar’s clerics are thinking of
trying to persuade their fellow clerics
across Iraq to sign on.

The New York Times
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Festival
time

In lraq.
But by
theend
ofthe
day
170 lay
dead

Awoman attending to a victim of the explosion. In Kerbala. The attacks in Kerbala and Baghdad were
the worst since the end of the war Photograph: Marco di Lauro/Qetty
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Michael Howard in Kerbala
and James Meek in Baghdad

Iraq suffered its worst day ofvi-
olence since the end ofthe war
yesterday when its majority
Shia community was targeted
in aseries of sophisticated and
simultaneous attacks that
killed as many as 170 people
and left its religious leaders
blaming the Americans for
multiple security failures.

Crowds in Kerbalaand Bagh-
dad turned on US troops in
frustration and fury as the scale
of the atrocities in both cities
became clear, raising fears that
the Shias will seek revenge for
the bombings, and bring the
country to the brink of a reli-
gious civil war.

The US military last night
pointed to al-Qaida involve-
ment in the multiple explo-
sions on one ofthe holiest days
in the Shia calendar, with a
Jordanian militant Abu Musab
al-Zargawi, an associate of
Osama bin Laden, being
named as the prime suspect.

Last night the UN secretary
general, Kofi Annan, warned

thatthe restoration of Iraqi sov-
ereignty, due to take place on
June 30, could bejeopardised
by the ongoing campaign.

Tony Blair admitted that a
“small but I'm afraid highly ac-
tive group ofterrorists” were
attempting to “wreck the
progress that has been made”.

The attacks were aimed at
Shia pilgrims celebrating the
festival of Ashura, which
marks the death ofthe revered
martyr Imam Hussein 13 cen-
turies ago.

At 10am in Kerbala, with
thousands of men, women and
children crammed around the
golden-domed Iman Hussein
shrinp, the first of five bombs’

exploded. Four others followed
in as many minutes in streets
packed with pilgrims trying to
escape the carnage.

One eyewitness, Ghalib Ab-
dul Hussein, an agricultural
engineer from Baghdad, de-
scribed seeing "bodies sliced
by the force of the blasts”.

Two hours later, limbs were
being laid out on atable that
had been intended for serving
drinks. The dead and injured

were loaded onto makeshift
stretchers or wooden carts
normally used to carry goods.
“The blasts occurred within
atwo-mile radius of Hussein’s
shrine and appear to have
been aimed at causing the
maximum number of casual-
ties,” said Captain Ali Hussein
of Kerbalapolice. He could not
confirm what the attacks had
been caused by, though there
were reports that devices may
have been planted in piles of
roadside rubbish. Almost si-

multaneously, two miles away
at Kerbala’s “Baghdad gate”, a
busy dropping off point for
taxis and buses from the capi-
tal, a suicide bomber stepped
offthe kerb into a crowd of pil-
grims and set off his device.
That explosion killed perhaps
20 people, said eyewitnesses.
In the mayhem, a number of
Iranian pilgrims and foreign
journalists were beaten up as
some Iraqgis looked to appor-
tion blame, and crowds of sur-
vivors ran to hospitals to give

blood. Some ofthe pilgrims ex-
plicitly blamed Americans for
stirring up religious tensions
by launching the war; others
blamed al-Qaida or Sunni ex-
tremists.

At least 85 are thought to

Blasts hit mosque

Central rail

Basattn
al-Hatabtyah

l have been killed in Kerbala —
including 15 children — and
one leading Shia cleric, Ahmed
al-Safi, last night claimed 112
people had already died. More
than 230 were injured.

Seventy miles away in Bagh-
dad — andatalmost exactly the

same time — the Kazimiya
shrine, also surrounded by tens
ofthousands of Shias, was tar-
geted by three suicide bombers.

Three suicide bombers City

Qaryat Bakir
-ah
Shrine of
al-Husayn
4 O Shrine of
al-Abbat
el-Abbas

Suicide bomber and

themselves up at its doors and
a third detonated his bomb in-
side the shrine, according to
witnesses. Rescue workers who
raced to the mosaic-walled
courtyard inside the shrine
found the area strewn with the
dead and the maimed.

“l was watching the beating
ofthe chests and the explosion
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took place,” said Haider
Zubaidi, afarmerwho suffered
a broken arm and head in-
juries and was taken to hospi-
tal in a pickup truck, “I saw
mutilated bodies everywhere.”

“l saw the suicide bomber
walk into the crowd, and then
he blew himself up and just
disappeared. It was terrifying.
There was flesh flying, there
were bodies flying,” one ofthe
caretakers of the mosque,
Saad Abdul-Zahara, told the
NewYork Times.

Hours after the explosions,
columns of ambulances were
still tearing from the scene
down the airport highway to-
wards cityhospitals.

As the morning drew on,
hundreds of beaten-up old
cars, pickups and vans con-
verged on Khadhimiya hospi-
tal, axles groaning with the
weight of relatives come to ask
afterthe missing. Tempers ran
high, non-Shias were unwel-
come, and Shias were ques-
tioned aggressively about their
origins and addresses.

The morgue quickly filled up,
and at about 2pm, Guardian

translator Qais al Bashir saw
soihe two dozen corpses laid
out onthe hospital floor, partly
covered, bloodied and burned.

A host of angry Shias
demonstrated outside the hos-
pital, crying for Vengeance
againstthe perpetrators. Many
blamedterrorists from outside
the country, in»

league with ex-Ba'ath
party members who had
grown rich under Saddam and
feared losing their wealth in a
post-occupation settlement.
Many were struck by the
careful coordination ofthe at-
tacks in Kerbalaand Baghdad.
“We believe these people are
terrorists from al-Qaida, but
who planned it, who fixed the
time, and who put the money
in?” said one man. “It's the
supporters of the former
regime. The high Shia reli-
gious leaders should say some-
thing as the number of Shia
victims increases day by day.”
Some voices blamed the
Americans but others pointed
outthat Iragi Shia militiaand
clerics had been responsible for
organisation and security
around the mosque duringyes-
terday's holiday. Others blamed
Saudi fundamentalists.
Al-Qaida, Saudi fundamen-

talists and supporters of the
Saddam regime are predomin-
antly Sunni. Behind yester-
day's Shia rage was the same
half-articulated sentiment,
part desire, part fear, that if
the US would only stand aside,
the Shias would take their re-
venge against the Sunnis in
their own way.

Back from the most urgent
press of relatives at the hospi-
tal gates, scanning the long list

ofthe admitted wounded, Shia
women waited. They were al-
ready in mourning black: such
isthe nature oftheir dress; and
such is the nature oftheir hol-
iday, a festival of mourning
even before yesterday'’s killing
began.

Towards dusk, the demon-
strations had faded butthe ten-
sions had not. The areaaround
the hospital was suddenly
cleared of vehicles, relatives
andjournalists when a suspect

bomb was found. A minibus
and a battered car drove away
from the hospital. On their
roofs, each vehicle carried a
makeshift coffin. They sped off
in different directions, taking
their dead home.

The Shiaspiritual leader Ay-
atollah Ali al-Sistani blamed
the US-led occupation forces
in Iraq for failing to secure the
country's borders and called
for unity.

“We put responsibility on
the occupation forces for the
noticeable procrastination in
controlling the borders of Iraq
and preventing infiltrators,
and not strengthening Iraqi
national forces and supplying
them with the necessary
equipment to their jobs," he
said in a statement.

‘We call on all dear Iraqi sons
to be morevigilantagainstthe
schemes ofthe enemy, and ask
them to work hard to unite and

have one voice to speed up re-
gaining the injured country's
sovereignty and independence
and stability.”

Yesterday's attacks under-
line the security nightmare

facing both Iraqgis and the US-
led coalition authorities in the
runup to the transfer of sover-
eignty on June 30.

US and Iraqi intelligence of-
ficials had long been con-
cerned aboutthe possibility of
such strikes during Ashura,
but proved woefully unable to
stop them.

In January, Kurdish forces
near the Iranian border inter-
cepted a letter, purported to
have been written by the sus-
pected al-Qaida militant Abu
Musab al-Zargawi, outlining a
strategy of spectacular attacks
on Shias, aimed at sparking a
Sunni-Shiacivil war.

Yesterday's well-organised
explosions may well have been
the first act ofthat apocalyptic
scenario.

A security adviser with the
coalition authority said thatthe
insurgence in Iraq had an in-
creasingly “Islamist radical”

flavourto it. He said the aim of
Sunni Arab militants operating
in Iraqgwasto delaythe transfer
of sovereignty and to keep US
forces from leaving the country.

“Our presence here is their
best recruiting weapon,” the
adviser said, predicting that

Iraqgis use a cartto carry a victim of one of the bombs
In Kerbala Photograph: Brennan Linsley/AP

Ceremony highlights divide

WhatlIs Ashura?
Ashura Isthe 10th day ofthe
lunar month of Muharram
whan according to Islamic
tradition Imam Hussein,
grandson of the prophet
Mohammed, was killed In
battle more than 13 centuries
ago.

Ashura, the biggest mass
event in the Shia calendar, is
observed In Irag and in other
countries with sizeable Shia
communities, including
Afghanistan, Azerbaijan,
Bahrain, Irag, Lebanon.
Pakistan, and Syria. Sunnis
also mourn Hussein’s death,
but less fervently, and Ashura
serves as a reminderofthe
divisions between Sunni and
Shiawhich date back to
disagreements over the
prophet Mohammed's
succession

there would be an increase in
suicide bombs before June 30.

Ahmed al Saafi, an aide to
Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, criti-
cised US forces in Iraq for “fail-
ing to do more to ensure secu-
rity".

Meanwhile in Quetta, a city
in south-western Pakistan, at
least41 people were killed and
150 injured when three gun-
men raked aprocession of Shia

The battle

The army of Caliph Yazld laid
siege to Hussein and his
followers, depriving them of
food and water, from the first
of Muharram in the desert near
Kerbala in modem-day Irag.
Ten days later, after refusing to
pledge allegiance to Yazld, a
battle ensued which killed
Hussein. He was beheaded
and his head was taken to
Yazld in Damascus, the seat of
the Ummayad dynasty (to
which Yazld belonged)

The ceremony
During the ceremony, Shia
beat their heads and chests
and gash their heads with
swordsto show their grief and
echo the suffering of Imam
Hussein. Under Saddam
Hussein's secular role, this
ceremony was banned

worshippers with machine gun
fire and lobbed grenades.
There was no evidence last
night that the attacks were
connected to the blasts in Iraq
though the victims were also
celebrating Ashura.

11
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Scenes d’horreur dans les rues de Kerbala, I'un des principaux lieux saints de Tislnm chiite, oil 112 personnes ont ete tuecs. (Photo Brennan Linsley/AP.)
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POUR LES CHHTES

Des attentats ont fait plus de 180 morts hier dans les sanctuaires
de Bagdad et Kerbela. Accuses: les sunnites proches d’Al-Qaeda.

Bagdad envoye special
ne odeurde mortte-
nace, ecoeurante,
flotte partout sur la
mosquee. Lecarnage
souleve I'estomac.
Corps dechiquetes.
Blesses atones, figesde stupeur
ou mutiles hurlant leur dou-
leur. Unhommesereleve, titu-
be, torse nu. Sachemise aete
soufflee par I'explosion. Son
dosn'estqueplaies. Brule avif,
ilseffondre. Lafoulepanique,
courtsansbut, poussee par sa

seulepeur. Piege fatal. Camfi-
dats au suicide, bardes de dy-
namite, les assaillants se sont
melesauflothumain. Lepre-
fttierkamikaze s'estfait sauter
dansda cour du mausolee de
I'imam Moussa Khazoum, a
Bagdad, provoquantle chaos.
LesecOndactionne sondeto-
nateuralorsqu’ils'engage sous
la voftte de la porte al-Raja.
Dans.cecouloiretroit, leseffets
de labombesontdecuples. Un
lourd vantail en bois de cedre
volesurunedizainedemetres,

fauchant des dizaines de vic-
times. Au sol, le marbre gris
poissedesang.

Minutieux. Devant les cera-
miques bleues de laporte al-
Raja, un terroriste lance des
grenades sur lespenitents qui
convergentencortege, pardi-
zaines de milliers, vers laplus
grande mosqueechiite de Bag-
dad, pour commemoref le
martyre d’Hussein. Desqu'il a
declenche sa charge, un qua-
trteme complice se faitexplo-
serasontoursur une placette

noiredemonde, devantlapor-
teal-KablaL'operationaetea
I’evidence soigneusement co-
ordonnee, avecl’intentionde
fairele maximumdevictimes.
Quelques minutes plus tot, a
I0Oheures du matin, une at-
taque enregie,associantun at-
tentat-suicide a des tirs de
mortier et des bombes tele-
commandees, avaitprispour
cible laprocessionquiseren-
dait au mausolee de I'itham
Hussein, aKerbela, ville sain-
tedeschiites.

Hier soir, le docteur Abdel-
madhi Abdelamir Jawad, di-
recteur de I'hopital general
d’al-Kakh, denombrait 70
tuesdansles morgues de laca-
pitale. Bilan eminemment
provisoire puisque les ser-
vices d'urgence de Bagdad
avaientre8uplus de 200bles-
ses. «Deseveres brulures, des
polytraumatismes, des frac-
turesouvertes, desplaiesal’ab-
domen etau thorax#, decritle
medecin, «Certains dans un
etattrescritique.# AKerbela,
ou plus d'un million de pele-
rins participaiehtaudefile, ily
aeull2morts, selonledemier
bilan hier soir. Ce double at-
tentat, a I’evidence planifie
pour coincideravec lafete sa-
crde de I'Achoura, est certai-
nement Faction terroriste la
plus meurtriere ayant en-
deuille I'lrak depuis I'entree
victorieuse de 'armee ameri-
caine dans le pays, en mars de
I'anneederniere.

Soupcons. Pour les survivants
dumassacre, quicollectentles
membres arraches dans des

paniersenosier, I'identite des
auteursde cesattentats nefait
aucundoute. «Cesontleswah-
habites dAl-Qaeda, les agents
d’OussamabenLaden quiveu-
lentdeclencheruneguerrecivi-
Je entre chiites et sunnites en
Irak#, fulmine Wahidal-Sala-
mi. «BenLaden etlesdebrisdu
regime de Saddam#, precise
Abou Sahib al-Obaidi. Les
haut-parleufs des quatre mi-
narets dores de la mosquee
crachentunappelde I'imam.
«Apportezvotreaide auxpoli-
ciers irakiens. Ce sont nos
freres, quiprotegentlepeuple
contre lesennemisdeDieu qui
se sontattaques auxobseques
de I'imam Hussein. Restez
calmes. Lastabilite reviendra
dans lepaysapres ledepartdes
colonisateursamericains.#
Responsables. Ceux qui de-
noncentlamaindes sunnites
integristes derriere ces at-
tentats n’hesitentpas aexpli-

quer, avec une egale convic-
tion, que ce sont les Ameri-
cainsquientirentles ficelles.
«Leurs soldats gardent cet-
te mosquee depuis des mois,
mais ils sont touspartis
avant-hier», remarque Abou
Sahib al- Obaidi d’'un air en-
tendu. Le faitque les respon-
sables religieux chiites aient
demande aux troupes de la
coalition de ne pas se mon-
trer pres des mosquees pen-
dant I'Achoura ne semble
guere Timpressionner. Meme
son de cloche chez les gardes
de la mosquee. «Les Etats-
Unis ont toujourssoutenu les
wahhabites, gronde Feraz Ar
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Roubai. llsveulentlechaosen
Irak pour ne pas organiser
d’elections car ils savent
qu'alorsnouschasseronsleurs
espions au sein du Conseil
gouvernemental.»
Dans laville sainte, comme a
Bagdad, des miliciens chiites
controlenttous les acces aux
mosquees. Le commande-
ment de la coalition a du se
fendre d’'uncommunique of-
ficiel pourniertoute implica-
tion dans ces attaques. Au
cours d'une conference de
presse, le general Mark Kim-
mit, numdro deux des forces
americaines, a accuse le r6-
seau d'un militant islamiste
d'originejordanienne, connu
sous le nom d Abou Moussa
Zarqaoui, d’etre &l'originedu
carnage. Mais la principale
autorite chiite, le grand aya-
tollah Sistani, amis en cause
1les Etats-Unis, touten appe-
lantaucalmeetal"uniteratio-

forcesd'occupation larespon-
sabilite des tergiversations
dans les controles auxfron-
tieresde I'lrak, la lutte contre
lesinfiltrationsetiemanquede
renforcementdesforcesnatio-
nalesirakiennes, quineresol-
ventpasl'equipementneeessai-
repourejfe'ctuer leurtravail.»
Deull. Le Conseilinterimairea
decreteundeuildetroisjours
alorsquelesresponsablesdes
divers partis chiites multi-
pliaientlesappelsal’'unitera-
tionale. "Lepeupled’lraktra-
verse une terrible epreuve, a
declareleurporte-parole, Ha-
mid Alkiyev. Cette conspira-
tionprendpourcibletoutes les
factionsirakiennes. Nous tra-
querons le cerveau qui se
cachederrierecesactesde ter-
reur qui cherchent a provo-
quer une guerre civile et des
violences sectaires. Mais les
Irakiens resterontplus unis
quejamais.»”-

L'ACRHOUTIa commemore e marsyrede

I'imam Hussein, petit-fils de Mahomet, decapitS en 680 par les
partisans du calife sunnite Yazid. L'anniversaire de sa mort est

le jour le plus sacr£ de I'islam chiite. Les fiddles revivent la

souffrance de leur imam venere en se frappant la poitrine et,
pour certains, en se flagellant. Le regime de Saddam Hussein
avait proscrit les rites de 'Achoura.

Ceux qui commettent ces attaques
sont des laches et des terroristes.

(ﬂvision blinctee (americaine) peut
c

ne rdsultent en rien d'une operation
militaire de nos forces militaires.

nale. «Nous imputons aux

DIDIER FRANCOIS

er que les evenements de ce matin

Le porte-parole de I'armde amdricaine

Provoquerune guerre civile

choura sanglante. Le symbole
dtaitparfaitementchoisi. Alors
gu'ilscdlebraientpourlapremie-
refoislibrementdepuistroisdd-
cennieslaplusembldmatiquede

puis lachute du regime baasiste. Large-
mentmajoritaires et mieuxorganisesque
les sunnites, ils sont devenus les princi-
paux interlocuteursdes Americains. Mais
le chemln qui ntene les chiitesd’lrak au

leurs fetes, les chiitesd’l rak ont et@frageir reste seme d’embuches. Lesau-

pesenpleincceur. Pourcettecommurau-
te, lechocestau moinsaussirude que ce-
luicauseparlattentatlabombequiavait
tue MohamedBageral-Hakim,lechefde
I'Assemblee supreme pourlarevolution
islamique en Irak (Asrii), le 29 aout a
Ngjaf,avecunecentainedefideles&lasor-
tiedumausoleedel'imamAli
Al'epoque, lacoalitionavait
peniblement rdfrdnd les ar-
deursvengeressesdesmilices
chiitesquireprochaientaux
troupes americaines d’etre
incapablesde lesproteger. Se laisseront-
ellesune nouvellefoisconvaincrede ron-
gerleurfrein?Letransfertdesouveraine-
te au nouveau pouvoirirakien doitavoir
lieuenjuillet, etiespartischiitesreligieux
estimentavoirfaitd’importantesconces-
sionslorsdelaredactiondelaloifonda-
mentalequivaregirlaviedel’'lrakjusqu’a
I'adoption definitive d'une Constitution
en2005. Parleursattaques, lesterroristes
esperentfairebasculerdanslaviolencela
principalecommuraute, veritable etede
I'avenirpolitiquedeI'lrak.

SurencMre. Ecartesdu pouvoirdepuis les
annees 20, persecutes par Saddam Hus-
sein a partir des annees 70, les chiites
d’lraktiennentleurchancehistoriquede-

teursdesattaques d’hiersaventparfaite-
mentgu'en poussantlacommurauteala
violenceetklasurenchere, ilsenfoncent
uncoinentre Paul Bremeretl'ayatollah
AliSistanLlesdeuxhommeslespluspuis-
santsd’lrakaujourd’hui. Sile grand aya-
tollahdeNajaf, reconnucommeguide spi-

«Si nous parvenons & les entrainer dans une guerre
confesslonnelle, celarlveillera les sunnites
assoupis qui sentiront le danger Imminent.»

Un appel 1 frapper les chiites d’Irak

rituel et politique par la majorite des
chiites irakiens, aobtenudes Americains
lapromessedetectionsgeneratesdeslafin
2004, debut 2005, cestavanttoutgracea
samoderation. Saura-t-il resisterauxap-
pelsalavengeancede sabase? Etalasur-
enchere dujeune religieux Mogtadaal-
Sadr,plusradicaletnationaliste?

A Bagdad et Kerbela, les fideles chiites
criaienthierleurhaine contre les «wah-
habites», symboles de l'extremisme sun-
nite et auteurs supposes des attentats.
Washingtonaimmediatementdesigra
un coupable: «Cesattaques sontsophisti-
quees ettresbien coordonnees, aestime le
general KimmiL Toutcelalaissepensera
unesorted'organisation transnational,

gjoutantque «l'undesprincipauxsuspects
est Zargaoui». Abou Moussab al-Zar-
gaoui, dont lateteaete mise aprixparles
Americains pour 10 millionsde dollars,
est souvent decrit comme le chainon
manguantentre Oussamaben Ladenet
I'lrak. Grievementblesse alajambe pen-
dantl'offensive americaine contre lesta-
libansenAfghanistan, ilauraitete exfiltre
puis opere en Irak. C'est la qu’il aurait
commandite I'assassinatd’'undiplomate
americainenposteaAmmanen2002.
ArbKre. Depuis lachute de Saddam Hus-
sein, ilestaccuse de coordonnerlejihad
contrelestroupesamericainesetdefaire
lelienentre islamistes et cadres de I'an-
cienregime. Selonlesservicesderensei-
gnementamericains, il seraitsurtoutlau-
teur d'une lettre appelant a frapper les
chiitesd’lrak, traites de «serpentssour-
nois», de "dangermenagant» mais aussi
de «cleduchangement». «llssontnosen-
nemis, enjointletexte. Mefiez-vousd'eux!
Combattez-les!» Plusexplicite encore: «Si
nousparvenons a les entrainer dans une
guerrecortfessionnelle, celareveillera les
sunnitesassoupis quisentirontledanger
imminent)) Uneguerrecivile entrechiites
etsunnites, impliquanteventuellement
les Kurdes -euxaussivisespardes atten-
tatscomme ceuxd’Erbildebutfevrier-
placeraitles Americainsdans une posi-
tiond’arbitre inferable etimpliquerait
des paysvoisins. C'etaitlebutrecherche
hier.-*-

CHRISTOPHE AYAD

o
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Lapolice irakienne entre deuxfeux

Peu estimes et parfois accuses de trattrise, les policiers sont pris pour cible.

Leseleves de 'academie de police de Bagdad lejour de la remise des diplomes, le 16 fevrier.

Bagdad envoye special
ecommissaire n'apasle moral. Plusunsourire.
Apeine unrictus. Jusqu'aux pages «sports» de
sonquotidicn favori qui le laissentde marbre.
Seshominessen inquietentquiontconnuleur
patron en meilleure forme. Bon chef, bonflic,

«Ons'attendaitauneattaque.Desmessagespeintssur
lesmursdanslesjoursprecedantlattentatnoustrai-
taient de collabos. On avait dit aux Ainericains de
condamner laruellesurlarriere. Commedhabitude,
z7snenousontpflsecoufds»,grimacelelieutenantAd-
nanAhmed Abeid.Cejeunesunnitepreferecachera

unereputationimpeccabledans le quartier de Bagfamille qu’ilarejointlapolice. «Jevisdans lequar-
dadouiltraquaitvigoureusementlecrimineletpemerdAadhamiya, bastion de la resistance. Certains

saitjouirdel'estimede ses concitoyens. Labombe qui
areduitencendres sonposte depolicele 27 octobrea
souffle ses dernieresillusions. «A8h30, chaque ma-
tin, onfaitl'appeldanslacour.Noseffectifietaientdonc
aucompletquandrexplosionasecouelecommissariat,
raconte-t-il. Lavoiturepiegee s'etaitfaufileepar la
ruellequilongel'arrieredubatiment Unedeflagration
terrifiante. CommelejourduJugementdemierlNous
avonseuquatretuesetvingt-neufblesses. Danslemar-
cheproche, unequarantainedecivilsontete tues.»
Forteresse. Hospitalise cingjours, convalescentdeux
mois, le lieutenant-colonel AliAbdal-Husseinienra-
ge. «Personnenavisiteles blesses. Pasunmembredu
Conseildegouvemement,pasun responsabledelacoa-
lition,pas unofficierdel'armeeamericaine.» Enrepre-
nantleservice,iladecouvertquelecommissariatavait
etepille. Leposte aetetransferedansune caserne, sor-
tedeforteresse herisseedebarbeles,cemeed'unebar-
riere enbetonrenforceepardes sacs de sable. Deux
charslourdsencommandentlesacces. Onnepenetre
dansceslocauxspartiates qu'apres une fouille minu-
tieuse. Le visage ferine, couture de cicatrices, le com-
missaire litsonjoumal, assis seuldansune grandepie-
cevide, derriere un bureau en fer blanc orne d'un
uniquetelephone. Aumurlepreux, une affichedepro-
pagande: unsoldatamericain, sangle dansunetenue
de combatimpeccable, pose une mainbienveillante
surl'epauled’un policierirakienmal a 1'aisedans un
uniformetirebouchonne. Pietrereconfort.

14

pourraientcroirequej'informe lesAmericains.Alorsje
vienstiavaillerenciviletjenlevemonuniformeavant
derentieritlamaison. C'estdangereux, maisilestdif-
ficiledetrouverunemploienlrak. Avec120dollarspar
mois,jenegagnepasassezd'argentpourmemarier,

Depuis avrii, plus de 600 policiers et autres membres
des nouvelles forces armees irakiennes ont ete tuees.

maisjepeuxaumoinsaidermesparents.» Cette rela-
tive stabilite financiere a un prix. Depuis le mois
d'avril, plus de 600policiers etautres membres des
nouvellesforcesarmeesirakiennes ontetetues.

«Nousn'avonsrien contre lespoliciersqui travaillent
pour lebien dupays etla securitedes citoyens. Nous
comprenons ceuxquiontbesoindenourrir leurfamil-
le, assure unancienmilitaire, chefd'un groupe clan-
destin. Mais ceux qui s'avisentd'espionnerpour les
Americainsdoiventetie chaties, Silapolicearrete des
patiiotes, saisitlesarmesquiserventadefendre I'lrak
contre I'occupant, sa trahison serapunie.» Toujours
bienrenseignee, larebellion prend generalement
pour cible les commissariats un peu trop accro-
cheurs, histoire de calmerleursardeurs. «Laresis-
tanceade lafamille, desamis, desvoisinsdanslapoli-
ce», confirme le lieutenant-colonel Ali Abd
al-Husseini. «Noussommessansarretcoincesentre
rfeu.v/eur,plaideleconseillerjuridigueduministere
irakiendeYInterieur.Lesgensseplaignentdesdegra-

dations, des vols commispar les soldats
americainslorsdeleursperquisitions. Mais
noussommes totalementimpuissants. La
loiirakiennenes'appliguepasauxtroupes
americaines. Celaalimente lafrustration
dans lapopulation quinous accuse de col-
laboration. Nousnepourrons travailleren
confianceavecnosconcitoyens que lorsque
nousauronsregagnenotreindependance.»
Amnlstle. Anciencommissaire, Samiral-
Ouaili,levice-ministredel’Interieurchar-
gedolasecurite, se presents comme «un
professionneldelaluttecontrelacriminali-
tex». Ilassure «n'avoiraucunpointde vue
politique»surlaqgaesti.on.«Unflicsedoitde
protegee ses concitoyens®, professe-t-il.
«Quel que soit le gouvemement du pays.
Evidemment, enlrak, laguerre, lachutedu
regime, ladisparitiondel Etat, laprolifera-
tion desarmes, {faugmentation duchoma-
gecommeducoutdelavie, ontrendu notie
tache difficile. Maisplus quejamaisneces-
same.sempresse-t-ildajouter.iasecunfe
despersonnesetdesbienssestterriblement
degradee.Avantledebutdu conflit, Saddam
Husseinadecreteuneamnistiegeneralequi
aremisdans lesruesquelque30000mal-
faiteurs, dontdesassassins.»
«L’undenospremiersobjecttfs, apreslen-
tieedesAmericainsenlrak, aete debattie
lerappeldescadresexperimentesde lapolice», racon-
te Samir al-Ouaili. «ll afallu les convaincre de re-
prendreletravail,malgreloccupation,etobtenirdela
coalition quellepaye leurssalaires. Cefutdifficile.
L'armee americaine nousprenaitpour des tortion-
naires. Ensuite, ilafallurehabiliterlescommissariats
quiavaientetepilles, tiouverdumobilier, desvoitures,
des radios. Nos moyens restentmodestes mais nous
avonsmissurpieduneforce depolice quitiavailleen
conscience, pourDieu etpourproteger lescitoyens. Si
Voncompare lasituationattfourd’huiacequelleetait
enavrii nousnenoussommespassimaldebrouilles.»
Terrorlsme. Le constat ministeriel ne manque pas de
pertinence. Les rues de Bagdad etaient
alors livrdes a des bandes armees qui
pillaientsansvergogne sous I'oeil curieux
dessoldats americains. Elies sontdesor-
mais noires de chalands, congestionneesparlesem-
bouteillages. Lacapitaleirakiennereyit. C'estunevil-
le bourdonnante aux trottoirs envahis par les
bouquinistes, lesmarchandsde soupeambulants, les
deboucheurs de canalisations, les reparateurs d'ap-
pareils electriques. Mais le debat securitaire, sous
toutes leslatitudes, semble affaire de passion. «Lesen-
levementsse multiplient, commelesagressionsetles
volsdevoituresamainarmee», gronde le general Jaf-
far Abdulrasoulal-Adili, adjointaucommandantde
la police de Bagdad. Et d'entonner la litanie du
manque d'effectifs. «<Nous ne disposons que de15000
policierspourunepopulationde7millionsd’habitants.
CestridiculelLerisquemgjeuraujourd'hui, cestleter-
rorisme. Nous sommesface a des reseaux etrangers
soutenuspardes Irakiens liesa I'ancien regime. Les
jrontieresnesontpascontroleesetiesgroupescomme
Al-Qaeda considtrent I'lrak comme un excellent
champdebataillepouraffronterlesEtats-Unis.»-"-
DIDIER FRANCOIS
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Saddam Hussein, la France
et les mauvais gargons

EN FRANCE, la publication, le
25 janvier, d’une liste dttalllte des
obliges de Saddam Hussein a fait
I'effet d’'un petard .mouillt. Cet
ttonnant inventaire, dtnicht par
un journal irakien et confirmt par
les autoritts, dtnombre 271 per-
sonnes dans cinquante pays qui
toutes recevaient des <«alloca-
tions » en pttrole brut pour prix de
leur lobbyisme. En Suisse, en Gran-
de-Bretagne, en Jordanie, en Bul-
garie et dans la plupart des pays
concemts, lajustice ou le pouvoir
politique ont ouvert des enquittes.
A Paris, rien, comme 4 Moscou
drailleurs. Quelques dtmentis ont
suffi.

Les inttressts, il est vrai,
jouaient sur du velours: la liste est

imprecise, le mtcanisme des « allo-
cations » sufflsamment obscur, et
I'intention de nuire des nouveaux
maltres de Bagdad si tvidente
gu’ils n’ont eu aucun mal 4 dtcou-
rager les curiositts.

Qui, 4 Paris, a envie de fouiller
les liens anciens unissant la France
au regime baasiste ? Mtme ceux
qui, jadis, dtnon”aient les fai-
blesses du <«complexe militaro-
industriel» vis-4-vis du dictateur
dtchu prtftrent aujourd’hui I'obs-
curitt i un dtballage qui risquerait
de fragiliser la position intematio-
nale du pays.

Car la liste du journal Al Mada,
malgrt ses dtfauts, est vraie. Les
ttmoignages recueillis de par le
monde comme dans les milieux du
pttrole ne cessent de le confirmer.
Elie ne porte certes que sur une
annte, et des erreurs de traduction
(de I'anglais il l'arabe, puis de
I'arabe 4 I'anglais) expliquent cer-
taines imprtcisions.

Surtout, elle a ttt reconstitute &
partir de documents tpars, rtcupt-
rts au ministtre irakien du pttrole,
assure un connaisseur de longue
date du pays. « Elie a tttfaite pour
faire mal, conflrme un pttrolier,
mais, htlas, elle est exacte | On a
tous croist d Bagdad les heureux
bentficiaires, et le regime ne s'en
cachaitpas.»

Saddam Hussein a bel et bien cor-
rompu laterre entitre sous ie nez de
I'ONU. Mais certains, .plui. que
d’autres. Sans surprise, figurent en
tete de ce douteux palmarts les
anciens « amis» du regime. Des
Russes en pagaille (45 noms citts),
beaucoup de Jordaniens, de Liba-
nais, de Syriens (14 nomints), suivis,

avec 11 citations, par les Framjais.
Les habitudes sont longues & per-
dre, et les relations politiques ou
d’affaires entre Paris et Bagdad ont
plus de trente ansi Quitte 4 chagri-
ner, il faut, pour comprendre, reve-
nir en arritre.

C’est en 1974, au lendemain du
premier choc pttrolier, que I'amitit
est amorcte, avec force accolades,
par Jacques Chirac & Bagdad. C'est
la premitre visite officielle d’'un chef
de gouvemement franfais en Irak.
Ce ne serapas lademitre: de 19744
1990, I'lrak recevra une vingtaine de
ministres ffan?ais, toutes tendances
confondues. Chaque visite est payte
en retour. Autoroutes, casernes,
atroports, avions, missiles - et
mtme un petit rtacteur nucltaire,
qui sera bombardt par les Isratliens
-, les contrats pleuvent pour
Bouygues, Dassault et quelques
autres. L'lrak est le second foumis-
seur de pttrole de la France, la
France devient le deuxitme mar-
chand d’armes et de gtnie civil de
Bagdad.

La guerre contre I'lran, tn 1980,

puis I'tlection de Francois Mit-
terrand, en 1981, entament a peine
ces relations « exemplaires ». L’habi-
tude a pris le relais de I'amitit, et les
tmissaires socialistes succedent aux
caciques du RPR, aux cdtts des hom-
ines d’affaires et bientdt de quel-
gues nouveaux venus comme le
Front national. En 1983, I'lrak com-
mence & montrer des signes d'impt-
cuniositt. Qu'importe! La France
ouvre les vannes du crtdit, d'autant
plus largement quen 1986
M. Chirac redevient premier minis-
tre. Pour la premitre fois, le gouver-
nement accepte de garantir des ven-
tes d’'armes a crtdit, ce qui fait
quand mtme grincer les dents du
cdtt de Bercy.

UN SVSTIME COESETi

Paris dtchante en 1990, lorsque
Saddam Hussein envahit le Koweit,
dtclenchant une riposte intematio-
nale. « Les armes dont its se servent
contre nous, nous les leur avons don-
ates », s'ttonne un haut fonctionnai-
re. La France se retrouve «plom-
bte » de quelque 4,4 milliards de crt-
dits impayts. Pourtant, le courant
passe encore, discrttement, entre
les deux pays. Ainsi Cha .s Pasqua,
ministre de linttrieur de 1993 4
1995, accorde un visa a Tarek Aziz,
bras droit de Saddam Hussein, tan-
dis qu'4 'ONU un ambassadeur plai-
de en coulisse pour I'assouplisse-

merit des sanctions. M. Le Pen, re.ve-
nu triomphalement de Bagdad en
.1990 avec 55otages, dtnoncera le
«gtnoclde collectif» dtclencht par
I’embargo.

En 1996, ce lobbyisme souterraiii
paye : 'ONU met en place le pro-
gramme « Pttrole contre nourritu-
re ». Les exportations de pttrole’,
interrompues depuis cing ans,

reprerinent sous son contrdle, afln
de financer les achats de biens de
premitre ntcessitt. Le systtme est
ttroitement corsett. C'est d’ailleurs
le principal argument de dtfense
des personnes figurant sur la liste,
tels M. Pasqua ou I'hnomme d’affai-
res corrtzien Patrick Maugein, qui a
qualifit l'affaire d'« absurde ». Les
clients potentiels doivent se faire
agrter par leurs gouvemements res-
pectifs, lesquels communiquent les
noms au Comitt des sanctions. Le
paiement est dtpost sur un compte
sptcial, a New York. Les prix sont
fixts, mois par mois, par 'ONU, afin
de s’assurer que I'lrak ne casse pas
le marcht.

Mais le pttrole a ses raisons que
I'ONU ne connalt pas. Trts vite, il
apparait que, au tarif officiel, la qua-
litt des bruts irakiens gtntre de
confortables plus-values. Les altas
du marcht jouent en faveur de Bag-
dad, explique un professionnel: tan-
tot I'indisponibilitt de brut russe en
mer Noire gtntre une forte prime
au Kirkouk en Mtditerrante; tantot
la rtduction de la production de
I'Arabie saoudite donne une prime
au Bassora lourd, chargt dans le Gol-
fe - dont les raffineurs amtricains
sont friands. Ces primes peuvent
atteindre, selon la mtme source,
20 cents par baril - ce qui, sur un mil-
lion de barils, taille standard d’un
enltvement, fait 200 000 dollars...

AUtchts par ce potentiel de gains,
les grands raffineurs internationaux
font la queue a Bagdad, sauf les
compagnies amtricaines et britanni-
ques, politiquement exclues - ce qui
ne les emptche pas de rachete'r des
cargaisons in fine. Un hie: pour enle-
ver le pttrole, il faut d’abord obtenir
un contrat avec la socittt irakienne
chargte du marketing. C'est 14 la

seconde faille du. dispositif de
'ONU. Car c'est Saddam Hussein
lui-mtme qui, en fait, dtcide des
allocations. La fidtlitt va enfin
payer.

Les « amis du rtgime » utilisent
leurs relations pour faciliter I'obten-
tion rapide de contrats. Bien enfen-

du, il faut, malgrt tout, une raffine-
rie en bout de chaine. A cdtt des
compagnies, raconte un profession-
nel, des« mauvais gar“ons» ntgo-
ciants en pttrole, basts en Suisse, 4
Monaco, etc., servent d’intermtdiai-
res, achetant le brut puis le reven-
dant aux raffineurs. Ils partagent les
primes avec leurs appuis politiques
et certains responsables irakiens, via
des commissions verstes sur leurs
comptes en Jordanie, au Liban ou
en Suisse. La pratique est 4 ce point
systtmatique que, apres le 1" sep-
tembre 2001, Saddam et ses compe-
res instaurent carrtment une <«sur-
charge » officielle au prix de I'ONU.
Toutes les compagnies respectables
se retirent du jeu, laissant le champ
libre aux « mauvais gar“ons».

Voil4 comment quelques heureux
ont btntficit des largesses du rtgi-
me baasiste. Personne n’a vraiment
violt 'embargo - on ne parle pas ici
du pttrole de contrebande tvacut
via la Jordanie, la Syrie ou le Golfe.
Il n'y a pas eu de cargaison gratuite,
c'ttait mattriellement impossible.
Seulement un partage des primes
gtntrtes par les failles du contrdle.
En soi, le systtme - du moins au
dtbut - n'ttait pas llltgal, c'est I'usa-
ge qui en ttait fait qui pose ques-
tion. Quant 4 savoir qui en a rtelle-
ment profitt, la liste ne donne que
des indices. Il reviendrait 4 la justice
d’aller plus loin.

Vtronique Maurus
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Les dirigeants turcs insistent sur leur
determination a integrer I’'Union

ANKARA
de notre envoye special

Au moment ou beaucoup redou-
tent un « choc des civilisations »,
ne laissez pas passer I'occasion his-
torique d’ouvrir I'Europe £ un pays
musulman qui r6ussit it concilier
I'islam et la democratic. Tel est en
substance le message adressd par
les autorites turques a I’'Union
europeenne, dix mois avant que
celle-ci nait £ decider d’ouvrir des
negotiations d’adhesion.

« L'entre’e de la Turquie changera
la definition de I'Union europeen-
ne », expiique le premier ministre
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, chefdu Par-
ti du developpement et de la jus-
tice (conservateur musulman), en
recevant a Ankara, mercredi
3 mars, quelques joumalistes Gran-
gers. « Elie montrera, en particulier
au monde musulman, que I'Union
europeenne n'est ni un club cliretien
ni une simple association economi-
que, mats une union de valeurs politi-
ques, un espace dans lequel toutes
les valeurs sont acceptees.»

Que se passera-t-il si I'Europe
demande un nouveau deiai pour
I'ouverture des negotiations
d’adhesion en ddcembre ? « Ce
sera difficile a expliquer d lafois d
notre people et au monde, repond
M. Erdogan. Nous serious vraiment
blesses si apris quarante ans d'ef-
forts depuis l'accord dissociation
de 1963 nous n'arrivions pas d obte-
nir une date pour le debut des dis-
cussions. Soyons francs. Plusieurs
pays qui vont entrer dans I'Union le
1” mai n'etaient pas au niveau ou
nous sommes aujourd’hui lorsqu’ils
ont commence a negocier. Je pense

a Chypre, bien sur, ou aux pays bal-
tes. Un refus.ou un nouveau deiai
serait un coup dur pour nous. Mais
ce ne seraitpas lafin du monde. Et
nous continuerions nos efforts pour
adapter notre pays.»

Au-dete de la question chypriote
- a laquelle il ne voit pas d’autre
solution que le plan du secretaire
general des Nations unies, Kofi
Annan, moyennant des conces-
sions mutuelles sur une reorganisa-
tion territoriale -, M. Erdogan
reconnalt qu'il reste encore beau-
coup h faire pour que la Turquie
rdponde aux exigences europeen-
nes. De nombreuses difficultes
demeurent, comme I'ont rdpete
successivement Romano Prodi, le
president de I'executif europeen,
en visite a Ankara a ia mi-janvier,

et Pat Cox, le president du Parle-
ment europeen, qui s’exprimait le
2 mars devant le Parlement turc. Si

==

tion », ces reformes tardent (t se
traduire dans les faits.

« DES ACTES ISOLDS »

Selon M. Erdogan, ces retards ne
doivent pas empecher de mesurer
le chemin accompli. Signale-t-on
des cas de torture dans des com-
missariats de police ? Ce sont« des
actes isolds», desapprouves par la
hierarchie policiere, et qui donnent
un « mauvais exemple ». Abdullah
Giil, son ministre des affaires dtran-
gdres, insiste sur la difference
entre I'ouverture des negotiations,
qui aura lieu dds 2005 si I’'Union en
ddcide ainsi, et la signature du trai-

te d’adhesion, qui n’interviendrait
gue longtemps apr£s. D’ici 1& com-
me le fait observer le secretaire

general charge des affaires euro-
peennes au ministere des affaires
etrangSres, Murat Sungar, la Tur-
quie aura change sous l'effet de la
negotiation et I'Union sous celui
de I'eiargissement. Les probiemes
se poseront done selon lui en des
termes nouveaux. « Tout ce que

« L'entree de

la Turquie changera

la definition

de I'Union

europ6enne »

RECEP TAYYIP ERDOGAN

tient & I'Union d'y repondre.
M. Dervis ne nie pas I'importance

nous demandons, ajoute-t-il, est de la question religieuse et com-

que I'Union accepte de donner sa
chance d la Turquie. »

C'est aussi cette chance que
reclame M. Gul pour faire mentir,
dit-il, ia these du « choc des civilisa-
tions » et pour laisser aux « menta-
lites» le temps d’evoluer en Tur-
quie. Optimiste, il balaie les obsta-
cles qui se dressent sur la route.
Les differences de developpement
economique et social ? « H estfaux
de dire que la Turquie sera unfar-
q%u pour I'Europe, affir.r,r}e-_t-i(le»e:[

« liien de comparable avec ce qui se

passait autrefois», repond-il,
meme s'il existe des « mauvaises
conduites» individuelles. Il y a
bien quelques faiblesses dans le

.systeme judiciaire, dit-il, mais I'in-

dependance de la justice interdit
au gouvernement d’intervenir.

a ceux qui, en France notam-
ment, expriment la crainte que
fentree de la Turquie ne conduise

aune dilution de l'unitd europden-
ne, il rdpond que cette question
est d’ores et d«5ja posde par le pro-
chain dlargissement et qu’il appar-

prtii'd" ceux qui redoutent I'impor-
tation u'.'in modeie de societe non
lai'que, mais n rappelle les «fortes
traditions laiques » de la Turquie et
demande aux Euro,odens dc ne pas
s'enfermer dans I'a.ffirmation de
leur identite. « Nous n'allons pas
recreer le Moyen Age», dit-il.
« L'Europe doitfaire la pars avec I'is-
lam », conclut-il.

Le climat est done a la concilia-
tion. Signe des temps: la femme
d’Abdullah Gill, qui avait engage
en 1998 une action auprds de la
Cour europeenne des droits de
I'hnomme, aprfcs avoir ete empe-
chee de suivre des cours & I'univer-

:site d’Ankara parce qu’elle portait

le voile, a annoned qu’elle renon-
cait & sa plainte. Elie ne veut pas,
dit-elle, que les tribunaux turcs
soient appelds a ouvrir une discus-
sion sur cette question controver-
sde.

Thomas Ferenczi

Le Conseil de I'Europe se felicite de I'ampleur des reformes realisees

LA COMMISSION' de suivi de
I’Assemblde parlementaire du
Conseil de I'Europe (PACE) a
recommandd de lever, mercredi
3 mars, la procedure dont la Tur-
quie est I'objet depuis 1996. Poin-
tde du doigt pour ses atteintes auk
droits de ’'homme et son inaptitu-
de Adtabllr un Etat de droit, la Tur-
quie- dtait jjuw&n»U rdgulidrement
sendee jur«n>rogrds dans ces
dontaines par jss rapporteurs de
cette commission.

Le dernier rapport en date salue
les efforts engages par I'dquipe du
premier ministre turc, Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, au pouvoir
depuis novembre 2002. « En d pei-
ne plus de deux ans, la Turquiea
realise plus de reformes que pen-
dant les dix annees precedentes »,
constate-t-il et, en conclusion,
recommande a I’Assembiee, qui se
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reuniraen avril, de « cldturer lapro-
cedure de suivi».

Avec cette decision, I'une des
barrieres sur la voie de la Turquie
versTUnion europeenne est en pas-
se d’etre levdel SAConnu candidat
en 1999, ce pajMWfctte la decision
de la CommilssSa* europeenne (en
octobre) de recottimander ou non
I'ouverture de negotiations en vue
de son adhesion. Pour le gouveme-
ment turcjqui a fait de I'arrimage
I'Europe sa «priorite' absolue », le
satisfecit deiivrd par la PACE mar-
que une etape importante.

SOWgnant les pas accomplis -
revision constitutionnelle, aboli-

"tion de la peine de mort, adoption
d’un nouveau code civil, reduction
du rdle de I'armee les rappor-
teurs pointent toutefois les insuffi-
sances.

Les autorites Turques sont invi-

tees ci parachever la reduction du
rdle des militaires sur la scene poli-
tique. Si les recommandations du
Conseil national de s6curité
(MGK), ce cabinet de I'ombre
domine par les generaux, ne sont
plus «prioritaires » aux yeux du
gouvernement, les prerogatives de
I'armee  restent importantes.
Outre sa presence au sein du Haut

Conseil de reducation ou au
Conseil de I'audiovisuel public, I'ar-
rttee continue a b6neficier de finan-
cements extrabudgetaires qui « ne
sont sounds a aucun controle
Serieux ».

DROITS THfORIQUES

Les rapporteurs soulignent
qu’« il est pratiqguement impossible
de savoir quelle est la part du bud-
get de I'Etat consacre a la defense »
(entre 10 % et 20 %). « Le probleme

du poids de I'armee dans la societe
ne se resoudra que par un change-
ment des mentalites », estiment-ils,
tout en avouant « avoir eu du mai
a comprendre pourquoi l'armee
jouit d’un tel capital de confiance
dans le pays » malgre trois coups
d’Etat reels (1960, 1971, 1980) et
un « virtuel » en 1997.

Autre sujet de preoccupation, la
pratique de la torture - dans les
commissariats - est loin d’avoir ete
eradiquee, aussi les rapporteurs
«exhortent la Turquie a rester vigi-
lante ». Lanteme rouge de la « peti-
te Asie », la reconnaissance des
droits culturels de ses minorites -
notamment les Kurdes, entre 12 et
15 millions d’habitants sur 67 mil-
lions au total - reste theorique,
puisque I’Assemblde lui demande
de la « mettre en oeuvre concrete-
ment». Couchees sur le papier, les
reformes peinent & etre appli-
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quees. L’acces a un avocat lors de
la garde a vue n’est pas encore
entre dans les mceurs a Diyarbakir,
au cceur de la region kurde.
Malgre les avancees vers une
plus grande liberty d’expression,
les poursuites pour delit d’opinion
perdurent. La section de ['Associa-
tion des droits de ’homme (IHD) &

SYRIE

Bingol (region kurde) fait face a
pres de 50 poursuites. La dcrniere
conceme la publication, sans auto-
risation prdalable, d'un rapport
sur le respect des droits de 'hom-
me dans la region.

Soulevd, lots de rdcentes visites
& Ankara, par Romano Prodi, le
president de la Commission, puis

par Pat Cox, le president du Parle-
ment, le cas de quatre deputes kur-
des emprisonnbs depuis dix ans
pour leurs prises de positions (paci-
fiques) en faveur du Parti des tra-
vailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK), en
guerre contre I'armde rdguliere de
1984 a 1999, est aussi dvoqud.
Actuellement rejugds, les quatre

parlementaires ont vu ces demiers
mois leurs demandes de mise en
liberty provisoire systdmatiquement
rejetdes. Quatre ans aprds l'aban-
don de la lutte amide par le PKK, le
temps n'est-il pas venu, comme le
recommandent les rapporteurs, de
«songer a la reconciliation » ?

Marie Jdgo

Les mensonges de I'ideologie militaire

Damas s’avoue incapable d’affronter militairement Israel. Pourtant, le ton belliqueux

de la Syrie persiste.

AL HAYAT
Londres

out debat sense sur le
dossier de la defense
nationale syrienne com-
porte trois points incon-
tournables :
1. La Syrie n’a pas la capacite de
I’emporter dans une confrontation
militaire avec Israel, ni aujourd’hui
ni dans un avenir envisageable.
2. Elie ne peut pas non plus aban-
donner les territoires occupes par
Israel [le plateau du Golan]
3. En consequence, Damas doit
recouvrer ses droits par d’autres
moyens que la guerre.

Le premier point resulte de I'en-
gagement americain a assurer la
superiorite militaire israelienne sur
I’ensemble du camp arabe, au plan
qualitatif; non moins important, le
fait qu’lsrael possede des armes
nucleaires a meme de detruire toutes
les capitales arabes et de faire des
millions de victimes. La perception
de cette inegalite militaire est telle
gu’elle a recemment ete reconnue
publiquement par des officiels
syriens.

Le deuxieme point est une evi-
dence qui n’a guere besoin d’etre
prouvee, tant elle decoule de notre
existence meme, en tant que com-
munaute nationale. Aucune poli-
tique, si pragmatique qu’elle soit, ne
saurait renoncer a la revendication
sur le Golan. Paradoxe : le premier
point decoule d’une observation

rationnelle visant a separer le mili-
taire de l’'ideologique, et voici la
dimension ideologique du nationa-
lisme qui rentre par la fenetre.

Ce qui nous mene done au troi-
sieme point nous devons nous tour-
ner vers d’autres modes de confron-
tation avec I’occupant israelien. Mais
quels sont ces autres modes de
confrontation ?

Peut-etre faudrait-il d’abord
exhiber publiquement la dimension
militaire de notre confrontation avec
Israel, sachant que cet Etat a une

A Dessin paru dans
The NewYorker,
Etats-Unis.

m Pour rassurer
Pourquol la Syrie
demeure-t-elle

au Liban ?

se demande
mallcleusement

An Nahar. Est-ce
pour des raisons
Ideologlques,
dconomlques,

voire strategiques ?
Le quotldlen llbanals
opte pour les raisons
psychologiques:

a I'heure oil Damas
se sent abandonne
par tous, seule

la servlllte rassurante
des leaders llbanals
continue a lul montrer
que rfen ne change.

superiorite absolue en ce domaine.
A force de vociferer, nous finissons
par ressembler a un gringalet exte-
nue qui s’enteterait a vouloir mon-
ter sur le ring pour defier un cham-
pion. La guerre est le plus sur chemin
vers la defaite en I’etat actuel des
choses. Mais, plus profondement,
ce n’est pas simplement i’ideologie
militaire mais la logique meme de
confrontation qu’il faudrait exhiber.

C’est avec nous-memes que nous
devrions nous confronter. Vaste chan-
tier, qui exigerait des changements
radicaux sur le plan de la politique
et des idees. Cela demanderait assu-
rement des changements de regime
et de nouvelles perceptions, aussi
bien geographiques que culturelles.

Si nous ne cherchons pas a
prendre part a cette vaste operation
entreprise par les Americains [de
democratisation forcee du Moyen-
Orient], elle se deroulera malgre nous
et a nos frais. Car le nationalisme arabe
est lie a plusieurs causes : la confron-
tation avec Israel, la cause palestinienne
ou I’aspiration a I'unite arabe. Il n’est
done pas etonnant que la critique du
nationalisme arabe ou son refus pla-
cent ses auteurs dans un courant de
pensee favorable a I’Etat hebreu, pro-
americain ou oppose a lI'union arabe.

Cela fait quarante ans que notre
systeme politico-social est axe sur la
guerre contre Israel. Le debat natio-

nal, en tant qu’institution, a ete sup-
prime au nom de I'imminence de
la confrontation militaire. Mainte-
nant que la guerre est officielle-

Et au nom de ce “combat”, le regime continue a etouffer les libertes.

ment impossible, pour des raisons
convaincantes pour tous, cette im-
possibilite impose un reexamen radi-
cal de notre systeme politique. Notre
pacte national etait guerrier par
essence (abandonnons notre droit a
la difference pour que reussisse la
mobilisation contre Israel), il ne peut
qu’etre rendu caduc par I'impossi-
bilite de la guerre. Et, si ce pacte
devenu caduc n’etait pas remplace
par un nouveau pacte national
garantissant le droit a la difference,
alors, c’est tout notre systeme qui
deviendrait caduc.

L’ideologie officielle syrienne,
toute militaire, est en crise. Elle ne
nous fournit pas les outils necessaires
pour concevoir une politique de
defense raisonnable et, en meme
temps, elle ne cesse de nourrir I’opi-
nion publique de positions belli-
queuses. Toute cette agitation dema-
gogique, cette obsession de la
confrontation avec I’ennemi, de I’etat
de guerre permanente, assure au
pouvoir un certain degre de mobi-
lisation sociale autour de lui ou, plus
exactement, rend la dissension cou-
teuse et facile a reprimer. Mais I'es-
sence meme de la crise de I’'ideo-
logie officielle est qu’elle ne peut
fonctionner qu’en se formant a ignorer
la realite, celle de la guerre impos-
sible.

Yassine al-Hajj Saleh

1er
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The

ltoliollist ~ March 6th 2004

Iraq

Islam’s internal war

And they call it “resistance”

HAT sort of people are
willing in the name of

God to slaughter some 200

religionists during a sacred reli-

gious festival? The same sort

who were happy to fly hijacked

airliners brimmingwith passen-

gers into the World Trade Centre
in September 2001. Since the American-led invasion nearly a
year ago, much of the violence in Iraq has been dignified as
“resistance”. Some of it can indeed be explained by the out-
rage a$y proud person might feel when a foreign army occu-
pies his land. But not all of it. This week’s mass murders in
Baghdad and Karbala are a manifestation of something else:
not a Muslim war against America but a war within Islam.
And although America has been drawn into this conflict, it is
notthe Americans who have most at stake. This, above all, is a
war that will determine the future of the Arabs.

Many people take the view that the West should never
have let itself be sucked into this war, least of all by invading
and occupying a large Arab country such as Irag. Others say
that September 11th left no choice. Either way, that contro-
versy is about the past, not about what ought to happen next.
They may differ on the mechanism, but it is taken for granted
by most people in the West that the right course now is to al-
low Iragis to elect a government of their own choosing. In the
Middle East, by contrast, the controversy is only just begin-
ning. Almost all the Arabs (except of course the Iragis) were
united against the idea of Americaremoving Saddam Hussein
by force. But Arabs are far from united aboutwhat should hap-
pennext. In both Iraq itself and also the wider Middle East, the
idea of democracy still has all too many enemies.

Democracy’s usual enemies

Inside Irag, the most effective ofthose enemies appearto be Is-
lamist radicals who take their inspiration from Osama bin
Laden. They believe that democracy, which entails the rule of
man by man, is a negation of Islam’s insistence on man’s obe-
dience to God alone. In an intercepted letter to al-Qaeda, Abu
Musab al-Zargawi, one of the main foreignjihadis in Irag and
America’s prime suspect, speaks of the danger of Iraq’s Shia
majority coming to see democracy as a neat way to gain the
upper hand. This prospect has made it easier for the jihadis to
make common cause with members of the former Sunni-

dominated regime who, even ifthey are secular, have obvious
reasons of their own to oppose a Shia ascendancy. Both
groups are able to exploit the widespread anti-Shia prejudice
of Sunni Muslims, who form the majority in most Arab coun-
tries and in Islam as a whole. A few hours after this week's at-
tacks in Irag, more than 40 members of Pakistan’s Shia minor-
ity were murdered in a similar attack in Quetta.

Democracy’s enemies in the wider Middle East are less
forthcoming than thejihadis about their true feelings. Arab re-

gimes have claimed for years to be edging at their own stately

pace towards democratic reform. But no reform that they have
planned or implemented is as ambitious as the democracy
America says it intends to install in Irag, and which George
Bush has held up as a future model for the region.

Arab rulers pay lip service to democracy in the abstract, ei-
therto keep in with the Americans or to placate their own peo-
ple’s demand for it. But, unelected and often unpopular, they
would notbe human ifthey did not feel a certain ambivalence
about whether they really wish the experiment in Iraq to suc-
ceed. They have reacted with a prickly not-invented-here in-
dignation to some anodyne pro-democracy sentiments in a
document America is calling its “Greater Middle East Initia-
tive”. This ambivalence is all the stronger given the emergence
of the Iragi Shias as America’s main potential partners in the
gcr)gject. Saudi Arabia’s Shias are a potentially volatile minor-
ity living in some of its most oil-rich regions: little wonder that
the twin notions of federalism and democracy being talked
aboutin Irag have long been anathema to the House of Saud.

And its surprising new friends

And yet, in spite of everything, the American experiment in
Irag might yet succeed. For the very week that saw the slaugh-
ter of the Shias during their Ashoura commemoration began
with a rare breakthrough on the political front. The timetable
for the promised elections is still in disarray, the meaning of
the “transfer of sovereignty” pencilled in forJuly 1st is still in
doubt, but the main Shia, Sunni and Kurdish power-brokers
on Irag’s Governing Council do appear at last to have negoti-
ated a “basic law” thatwill serve as an interim constitutionun-
til a permanent one can be drafted by an elected body. The de-
tails were not expected to be published until March 5th, but
two of the most vexed issues facing post-Saddam Irag-the
role of Islam, and relations between the centre and the prov-
inces-do seem to have been hammered out. Islamis to be “a”

but not “the” source of law; and the Kurds, who might other-
wise have split away, are to be offered a large portion of auton-
omy in their own provinces under a federal constitution.

This agreement may not hold against the onslaught of all
the groups who have an interestin undermining it. One of the
great disappointments of the past year has been the lethal po-
tency of the “resistance” in Irag and the limited ability of the
coalition armies to protect their own soldiers, let alone pro-
vide security for the population as a whole. The jihadis and
their allies might yet succeed in destroying the American pro-
ject by provoking a Shia-Sunni war and rendering the country
ungovernable. Nonetheless, the early signs this week were

that the discipline of the Shias would hold. The Shias are far
from being natural allies of America; ordinary Shias vented
theirrage at America for letting this week’s killing happen. But,
as an oppressed majority in Irag, they have been quick to see
the potential of the democratic idea to give them the long-de-
nied power to which their numbers entitle them.

Will Shia empowerment spread foreboding in the wider
Muslim world? After this terrible week, it would be foolish to
deny the dangers that can arise from this ancient schism. But
the main choice for Muslims at present is not between the Shia
way and the Sunni way. Itis between the democratic way and
the autocratic way. That, now, is whatis at stake inlrag. m
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Iraq constitution is put on hold

By Dexter Filkins

BAGHDAD: Shiite leaders refused to
sign lraq’s temporary constitution on
Friday evening, saying that they were
backing out of an agreement struck
earlier this week unless changes were
made that would strengthen Shiite
power.

The deadlock arose following a
meeting between Shiite members of
Iraqgi’s Governing Council and Ayatol-
lah Ali al-Sistani, the country’s most
powerful religious leader.

“We have some concerns about >. >me
ofthe articles in the constitution,- said
Hamid al Bayati, a leader of the Su-
preme Council for the Islamic Revolu-

tion in Irag, one of the leading Shiite
political parties. “The issues arose fol-
lowing meetings with Sistani.”

Iragi leaders said the Shiites wanted
to strike a provision that would allow a
minority of the country’s voters to
block the implementation of a perma-
nent constitution, which is to be written
next year. And the Shiites are holding
out for an expansion of the Iraqi presi-
dency, which, by most accounts, will
likely turn out to be held by a Shiite.

The delay represented a major em-
barrassment for American officials
here, who had guided the negotiations
on the constitution and helped break
numerous deadlocks. L. Paul Bremer
3rd, the chief American administrator

in Irag, was supposed to appear at the
ceremony and the sign the completed
constitution.

Leaders representing the country’s
Kurdish and Sunni Arab minorities de-
nounced the last-minute demands as a
Shiite grab for power. The minority
provisions were meant to reassure the

Kurds and the Sunnis, who are fearful .

ofan overweening Shiite majority.
“The Shiites are trying to ensure that
what the majority wants, the majority

gets,” said Shirwan Talib, an official
with the Kurdish Democratic Party.

Said one official involved in the nego-
tiations: “The Kurds are Fit to be tied."”

Instead of gathering Friday for an
elaborate signing ceremony, the 25 Iragi
leaders retired their offices to try to
work out their differences.

The delay demonstrated anew the
political power of Sistani, the country's
most powerful religious leader. Despite
repeated avowals to remain above the
push-and-pull of politics and to keep Is-
lam separate from the state,, he has re-

Last-minute demands by Shiite leaders led Friday to a delay in the signing of

Iraq’s temporary constitution.

peatedly shown his willingness to in-
volve himselfin political debates.

But while his previous interventions
have concerned broad issues that af-
fected the overall direction ofthe coun-
try, this is the first instance in which
the ayatollah has interceded directly on
behalf ofthe Shiite majority.

The temporary constitution, which is
to serve as the framework for the Iraqi
state until nationwide elections can be
held this year or next, was supposed to
have been signed t