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AMERICANO-BRITISH INTERVENTION IN IRAQ

HE war against Iraq began

shortly before dawn on 20

March with a series of

American air raids on

Baghdad and adjoining areas,
soon after the expiry of US
President George W. Bush’s
ultimatum to Iraqi President Saddam
Hussein. The air raids were
especially aimed at places where
high ranking Iraqgi leaders were likely
to be sheltering.

“The devil will be beaten" ““We will
resist the invaders" declared Saddam

Hussein in a speech broadcast over
television to the Youth, describing
the U.S. as “the tyrant of the century"
and calling on the Iragi and Arabs to
resist by promising them victory.
The broadcasting of this speech took
place a little more than an hour after
the ending of the first American air
raid on Baghdad. A few hours later
six Scud-type missiles were fired at
Kuweitian territory of which two
were intercepted by American
Patriot anti-missile missiles,
according to the Kuweiti Defence
Ministry.

Solemnly addressing the French a
few hours after the first American
strikes against Baghdad, Mr. Chirac
stressed that France had struggled “to
the very end" to prevent the war, but
recognised that “these efforts were
unsuccessful”. “Military operations have
just started in Irag. France regrets this
action, undertaken without UN
approval" declared the French
President, who hoped that “these
operations be as rapid and as little
murderous as possible and that they do
not lead to a humanitarian catastrophe”,

In the evening of 20 March, the
European summit in Brussels passed
a common statement that reaffirms
the fundamental role of the United
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Nations in international relations,
promises humanitarian aid from the
EU and calls for respect for the
“integrity” of Iraqi territory. The
adoption of this resolution was
effected more rapidly than expected,
whereas the Fifteen remain deeply
divided on this issue. As had already
been done during the extraordinary
summit on the lragi crisis on the
previous 17 February, the Fifteen
considered, in their common
statement, that “the United Nations
must continue to play an essential role
during and after the present crisis”.
They pleaded for “a firm mandate”
from UNO in the perspective of
post-war period without any
explicit  mention of the
reconstruction of lrag. The
resolution also stresses the EU’s
commitment to “the territorial
integrity, the sovereignty, the political
stability and the total disarmament of
Iraq over the whole of its territory as
well as respectfor the rights of the Iragi
people”, in particular “its minorities™.
“We invite all the countries of the region
to abstain from any action which might
lead to an increase in (regional)
instability” declared Mr. Snritis
before the press in an allusion to
Turkey and lIsrael.

The Russian President, Vladimir
Putin, also asked for a rapid end to
the war in Iraqg, affirming that it was
in no case justified and that it was “a
great political mistake”. “Russia calls for
an end to military action as soon as
possible” declared the Russian
President at the start of a meeting
with top leaders of his country.

The Turkish President, Ahmet
Necdet Sezer described the
American air strikes as a “unilateral
action” just a few hours before the
vote by the Turkish Parliament
opening the country’s air space to
American planes. In exchange for
this, Turkey will receive one billion

dollars of financial help. The
American 4th Armoured Division,
which should have transited through
Turkey to open a Northern second
front finally received the order to do
an about turn and join the

n°?216 - March2003

Americano-British armada in
Kuwait.

The land offensive of American-
British forces took off from this
country after the air raids.

ANKARA
THE TURKISH PARLIAMENT REFUSES TO ALLOW
AMERICAN TROOPS TO PASS THROUGH TURKEY

N 5 March, the Turkish
Army finally came out firmly
in support of the deployment
of American forces in the
country and severely warned
the Iragi Kurdish parties against any
opposition to its possible
intervention “The Armys views are
the same as the Governments" declared
the Chief of Staff, General Hilrni
Ozkok, in a rare speech to
journalists, in which he read a
prepared written declaration.

“We thought that ifthefront was opened
in the North (Iragi Kurdistan) the war
would be shortened and unforeseen
incidents would not take place” pointed
out the Turkish  General.
““Unfortunately our choice is not between
good and evil but between the bad and
worse” he stressed, adding that “Ifwe
do not take part in a war (...) it would
be impossible for us to have any say after
the war". Pointing out that his
country had neither the capacity nor
the means of preventing a war on its
own, General Ozkok indicated
“Turkey will suffer the same damage,
whether it takes part in the war or no”.

The day after the Turkish Army’s
declaration, some 200 Turkish Army
trucks were sent to the Iragi Kurdish
border, while American trucks,
loaded onto trailers, left the port of
Iskenderun. Several hundreds of
American  military  vehicles,
principally trucks and jeeps, had
been unloaded 15 days earlier at

Iskenderun. According to the NTV
television channel, nine bases are
being set up in Turkish Kurdistan to
receive the American soldiers and
their logistic support. Many rumours
talk of the crossing over into Iraqi
Kurdistan not only of Turkish but
also American soldiers, dressed as
civilians, riding Turkish registered
four wheels drive vehicles.

Yet the Speaker of Parliament,
Biilent Arinc, a member of the
Justice and Development Party
(AKP) in office, had also expressed
his irritation on 9 March, by what
he called the ““defacto” deployment.

The American military preparations
are also provoking tensions in the
country, wn i2 ¥farch e Jiiitian
Military Police fired in the air, in
Turkish Kurdistan, to disperse
demonstrators gathering in front of
Iskanderun port, which is being used
to transport American military
equipment, although the United
States have accepted to send two
batteries of Patriot anti-missile
missiles to Turkey, thus bringing the
number of such batteries deployed in
Turkey up to five.

Turkey claims to fear that the two
Kurdish Parties that control Iraqi
Kurdistan might take advantage ofan
American military intervention to
declare their independence. It has
warned that, should this occur, it
would intervene militarily in this
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region, where it has already stationed
several hundreds of soldiers. In his
speech on 5 March, the Chief of the
General Staff warned the Iraqi
Kurdish parties that they would have
to take the consequences of any
eventual confrontation with the
Turkish Army, in the event of its
intervening in lragi Kurdistan. “J
remind them of our legitimate right to
defend our national interests and hope
that they mill be prudent and
cooperative” he announced. ““Those
who want to replace peace by
confrontation will have to assume
responsibility for it and face the full
consequences” declared General
Ozkok. Similarly, on 4 March,
Recep Tayyip Erdogan warned the
Iragi Kurds against any hostile acts
against his country and Baghdad
against any attempt to profit from
the situation. ““There are worrying and
regrettable events taking place in
Northern Iraq” he stated before the
Parliamentary group of his party
(AKP).

For his part, Massud Barzani, leader
of the Kurdistan Democratic Party,
had stated at the end of the
conference of the Iragi opposition
on 1 March, that the Kurdish people
will “arise” if ever a Turkish Army
were to invade Iragi Kurdistan in the
context of an American led attack to
overthrow the Saddam Hussein
regime. “Even if the Turkish troops
were under American command, we
would find it unacceptable. The
Americans are perfectly aware of our
position (...) and the Kurdish people will
arise toface up to any plot” he added.

To defuse these tensions, the
Americans, the Americans organised
a series of meetings over 18 and 19
March between the Kurdish political
leaders as well as representatives of
the Iragi opposition.

The first meeting, on 18 March,

brought together the two principle
Iragi Kurdish parties and Turkish
diplomats and the US President’s
representative with to the Iraqgi
opposition, Zalmay Khalilzad. Jalal
Talabani, head of the Patriotic
Union of Kurdistan (PUK), and
Nechirvan Barzani Prime Minister
of the Kurdistan regional
government at Irbil, took part in
these discussions, widened, on the
19th to other representatives of the
Iragi opposition.

At the end of this meeting with
Kurdish and Turkish representatives,
Zalmay Khalilzad, announced that
the Kurdish forces had agreed to put
their forces under the U.S. command
in the event of action against Iraq.
“The Iraqi parties accepted fully to
cooperate with the coalition forces if they
entered Irag and to place whatever forces
they had under the command and control
of the coalition command” Mr. Kalilzad
declared.

Regarding the Turkish request to
sent troops into lIragi Kurdistan,
officially for humanitarian missions,
Mr. Khalilzad stressed that this
“would be neither thefirst nor the best
means of treating” these problems.
“But the different parties will keep in
touch. We are thinking about
mechanisms whereby the lIraqis,
Americans and Turks can keep in touch
for dealing with the problems as and
when they appear” added Mr.
Khalilzad.

For the United States, as for the
Iraqi Kurds, the issue is one of
containing Turkish plans to send
several tens of thousands of troops
into Iragi Kurdistan, with the danger
of provoking a “war within the war”
with the Kurdish party.

The representatives of the Iraqgi
opposition committed themselves to
working to set up a democratic
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government and to defend the
territorial integrity of Irag. Those
taking part agreed to “allow the Iragi
people to build afully representative and
democratic government, in accordance
with international  standards”,
according to a communiqué
pubhshed at the end of the meeting.
The opposition declared it was ready
to “preserve lraqs independence,
sovereignty, territorial integrity and
national unity”. The participants also
agreed to “protect civilians and
property”, ““discourage uncontrolled
movements of refugees and displaced
persons” and to ““discourage the Iragis
from taking the law into their own hands
or inciting civil disorder”,

A commission will be set up to
examine, in particular, the restitution
of their houses to those lIraqis,
including many Kurds, driven from
their homes by the Baghdad regime.
The participants stressed, moreover,
that Irags natural resources should
be “used as national property andfor the
Iragi people as a whole”.

The 19 March meeting was
attended by Jalal Talabani and
Nechirvan Barzani as well as by
Ahmed Chalabi, head of the Iraqgi
National Congress and Abdel Aziz
Al-Plakim, representing the Supreme
Assembly of the Islande Revolution
in Irag (ASRII). Some Turkomen
representatives (who the Turks hope
to see taking part in the future Iraqgi
administration) and the
Constitutional Monarchist
Movement (CMM) were also
present at the meeting.

Finally, after intense pressure from
the European Union and
Washington to avoid Turkey’s
unilaterally sending of troops into
Iragi Kurdistan, the Turkish military
and political authorities finally
adopted a more reassuring position.
At a press conference at Diyarbekir
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on 26 March the Turkish Armed
Forces Chief of Staff give assurances
that his army would work in
coordination with the United States
before sending any soldiers into
Iraqi Kurdistan, saying that they
would only be deployed in the event
of a humanitarian crisis or of a
threat to Turkey's security. “Because
our strategic ally, the United States, is
still at war in this region, we will
coordinate our action with it” declared
General Hilmi Ozok. He stressed
that the Army would only send
reinforcements to Iraqi Kurdistan in
the event of attacks on Turkish
soldiers already there, of an offensive
“by one ofthe regionalforces against the
other or against civilians” or of “a
massive influx of refugees”. While
promising coordinated action, the
Turkish General also expressed some
resentment against Washington “I
find it hard to understand why those
who are on the other side of the oceans
and say that they are threatened do not
believe Turkey when it says that it is
facing the same danger, just on the other
side ofits borders”.

For his part, the Turkish Foreign
Minister, Abdullah Gil, announced

o N/I-n-rk A nlzovn 71co
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sending Turkish troops only 20
Kilometres into Iragi Kurdistan to
prevent an influx of refugees, but
only in the event of a crisis. The
American Under-Secretary of State,
Paul Wolfowitz, had, on 27 March
criticised the Turkish government,
declaring that it “didn’t really know
what it was doing” and was not
capable of securing the authorisation
of its Parliament for the deployment
of American troops for opening a
second front in Irag. In his view,
Ankara had thus committed “a big,
big mistake” even if he recognised
that Washington had asked a great
deal of Turkey and that that country

had, nevertheless, accepted to open
its air space to the American Air
Force. Mr. Wolfowitz was appearing
before a House of Representatives
Finance sub-Commission to defend
President Bush's demand of a billion
dollars of aid for Turkey in the
context of the budgetary extension
of $74.7 billion for the war in Iraqg.

On 1 March, the Turkish members
of Parliament turned, down by three
votes, a government motion
authorising the stationing of 62,000
American soldiers in the event of
war. The motion had received 264
votes, whereas the majority needed
was 267. The Turkish Army had
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then refused to take sides, preferring
to let the Islamist party, now in
power, to get bogged down in its
own contradiction and be solely
responsible for the decision
authorising the stationing of the
American Army on Turkish soil —
an eventuality rejected by 80% ofthe
Turkish population. The Justice and
Development Party had, thus, most
unwillingly submitted the motion.
The US Ambassador to Turkey
declared the next day that the
financial aid offered by Washington
to Ankara, which was likely to
amount to 30 billion dollars, would
be seriously at risk if no agreement
was reached.

ANKARA
RECEP TAYYIP ERDOGAN IS APPOINTED PRIME
MINISTER FOLLOWING A BYE-ELECTION IN SIIRT

OME reforms to the
electoral laws passed by
Parliament, in which the
Justice and Development
Party (AKP - Islamist) has an
overwhelming majority, enabled
Recep Tayyip Erdogan to win a bye-
election in Siirt, the last formality
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position of Prime Minister. His
nomination by Turkish President
Ahmet Necdet Sezer on 12 March
thus enabled him openly to take over
the running of a Government from
which he had been excluded for four
months because of a legal ruling that
he was ineligible to stand at the
General Elections. He has,
nevertheless, indirectly been running
the country side by side with his right
hand man, Prime Minister Abdullah
Gul, who resigned on 11 March to
enable him to take his place.

On 14 March, R.T. Erdogan
announced the formation of his

government, which includes 22
Ministers, including the outgoing
Prime Minister, Abdullah Gul,
appointed Foreign Minister and
Deputy Premier. Mr. Erdogan
dropped three of the outgoing
cabinet: Ertugrul Yalcinbayir, ex-
Deputy Premier, Yasar Yakis, ex-
Pm-pio-n  Minister and Inidat
Sutluoglu, ex-Minister for the
Environment. All the other
Ministers were members of the
outgoing cabinet.

The American military preparations
also provoked tensions in the
country. On 12 March the Turkish
Military Police fired in the air, in
Turkish Kurdistan, to disperse
demonstrators gathering in front of
Iskanderun port, although the
United States had accepted to send
two batteries of Patriot anti-missile
missiles to Turkey, thus bringing the
number of such batteries deployed in
Turkey up to five.
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ZANA’'S RETRIAL :
THE TURKISH STATE SECURITY COURT REFUSES
TO FREE THE KURDISH EX-M.P.s ON BAIL AND
POSTPONES THE NEXT HEARING TO 25 APRIL

HE retrial of the former
Kurdish  Members  of
Parliament opened on the
morning of 28 March at the
Ankara State Security Court,
before an audience of many lawyers,
Human Rights defenders, diplomats
and journalists as well two Members
of the European Parliament present
as observers. Over 200 police,
including riot squad units had been
mobilised for the occasion.

Leyla Zana, Hatip Dicle, Orhan
Dogan and Selim Sadak, former
M.P.s for the pro-Kurdish Party for
Democracy (DEP), who have
already served nine years
imprisonment in Turkey, had been
sentenced to 15 years imprisonment
in 1994 , on charges of “separatism".
They owe their retrial to a ruling of
the European Human Rights Court
that found their first trial
“inequitable” and also to a decision
of the Turkish Parliament
authorising a retrial to people
whose sentences had been
condemned by the European
Human Rights Court. On 28
February an Ankara State Security
Court decided to accede to the
petition for a retrial put forward by
their lawyers while rejecting their
request to be released on bail. This
is the first trial of this kind since the
adoption of these measures by
Parliament in January 2003.

On the first day of the trial, the
former M.P.s called for a speeding
up ofthe démocratisation process in
the country, “Some important
progress has been achieved over the
last few years in respect of
démocratisation” said Mrs. Zana,

who considered that Turkey must
still do much more in the area of
Human Rights. Moreover Mrs.
Zana, winner of the European
Parliaments 1995 Zakharov Prize,
whose trial is being followed with
special attention by the European
Commission, called on the
European Union to encourage the
reforms by immediately opening
negotiations on Turkey’s
membership. “This mould accelerate
Turkeys démocratisation process” she
considered. Mrs. Zana denied
having incited the Kurds to
“rebellion”. ““We have never proposed
violence, but we have been the targets of
violence” she declared. ““We had only
one objective in Parliament and that was
to stop the fratricidal shedding of
blood” she added.

Leyla Zana continued by stating :
“On the occasion of this retrial, in the
tenth year of our imprisonment, 1 would
like to stress that, primarily we — and
you, our judges, but also the journalists
and observers — are sitting an
examination in democracy.
Consequently, even if the impression is
given that this period of legal procedures
is about our individual liberties, in fact it
is about oiir common future. 1f our
problem had been solely one of
individual liberty, we would not have
waited all this time in Turkey — we
would have exercised our right to
voluntary exile”.

For his part, Orhan Dogan stated
“Some years ago, we went into politics to
work for peace, democracy and
brotherhood, taking into account the
sacrifices involved. A solution of the
Kurdish problem based on tolerance and
mutual understanding could only
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strengthen Turkeys unity and geographic
borders. That is the reason why hope
that the reforms of August 2002 will be
rapidly put into practice and confidence
established. It is also important for
Turkey to be linked in friendship with
neighbouring populations. Instead of
considering our friends of neighbouring
countries as enemies, fraternal respect can
only act in favour of Turkey and our
neighbouring brothers”.

“We were tried for our political
opinions” stated Mr. Dicle for his
part.

The State Security Court refused to
release them pending their retrial, as
the defence lawyers had requested.
At the end of the hearing, the judge
set 25 April as the date for the
continuation of the trial. ““This is
disappointing — Turkey has lost an
opportunity for giving some proof of a
democratic and pragmatic attitude”
commented Luigi Vinci, and Italian
Member of the European Parliament
who was attending the trial. ”Ifthe
four M.Ps are not released at the next
hearing it will be a scandal” he stated.
“We want to see an equitable trial
because the proceeding in 1994 were not
equitable and the rights of the defence, at
that time were violated” the European
M.P. stressed.

On 12 March, Francis Wurtz,
President of the European United
Left Group, had called for the
sending of a delegation from the
European Parliament to attend the
retrial. “This is an event of major
political importance in Turkey and allows
some hopefor the freeing of Leyla Zana
as well as other political prisoners”
explained Mr. Wurtz as he
demanded, in the name of his
Group, that the European
Parliament be represented at the trial
“as an institution” by a delegation
“representing all the trends in the
European Parliament".
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BRUSSELS
THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION OFFERS
TURKEY A “ROAD MAP”
AND OVER A BILLION EUROS OF FINANCIAL AID

HE European Commission

has just proposed a ““rocid

map” to Turkey which, if

followed, would allow it to

join the European Union.
“The requirements we arc setting before
Turkey are high, but the challenge can be
taken up” declared the European
Commissioner for enlargement,
Giinter Verheugen. In December
2002, the Fifteen had assured Turkey
that negotiations for membership
would begin at the end of 2004 if
decisive progress had been achieved
towards the criteria set by the
European Union. Brussels will play a
crucial role in drafting a report for
the Head of State and Government
ofthe Union determining the extent
of Ankara’s respect of the criteria.

Concretely, the Commission
proposes to grant a financial aid of
1.05 billion euros over the period
2004 - 2006, which is about double
the present level.

However, in exchange, Turkey must
show the greatest restraint regarding
Iragi Kurdistan, whereas Ankara
would like to send in thousands ot
men, under the cover of
humanitarian aid for Iraqi
Kurdistan. “It is clear that any Turkish
incursion into Northern Irag would be
undesirable and misplaced” he declared.
“It would be difficult. to commit a bigger
blunder in the middle of the crisis” he
added. «if there were to be an incursion
it would have serious consequencesfor the
future of any relations between the
European Union and Turkey”. Brussels
also hopes that the Turkish
authorities put pressure on the
Turkish Cypriot community leaders
to ensure that a peace agreement be

concluded allowing a united island
to join the European Union. The
National Security Council (MGK)
must also be reformed to loosen the
Army’'s control over the civilian
authorities. The  European
Commissioner considered that the
Turkish Government and Parliament
must control the Army “and not the
reverse”. The Turkish authorities
must also ratify the International
Convention on political and civil
rights and put into practice measure
to fight against the use oftorture and
guarantee “in practice” prisoners’
defence rights. Finally freedom of
expression and association must be
real and the rights of minorities,
particularly the Kurds, be guaranteed
by access to television broadcasting
and education.

Furthermore, on 12 March, the
European Parliament made public a
draft report, drawn up by Mr. Arie
M. Ooslander, on “ Turkey's
application for membership of the
European Union”. Here are extensive
extracts from this report which pin-
point "Kemalism”;

“Whereas on 3 November 2002 the
AKP won the parliamentary elections,
which had been brought forward, by an
overwhelming majority; whereas the
people have shown their dissatisfaction
with the existing establishment, thus
implying a new direction for government
policy: whereas the AKP is now faced
with the difficult task of implementing
legal reforms and carrying out further
reforms in order to bring about a properly
functioning democratic state based on the
rule of law

Whereas the 10% electoral threshold,
while it prevented a fragmented
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parliament, sacrificed to that end the
representative nature of the parliament,
which now represents only 55%> ofvoters

Whereas the Constitution adopted in-
1982 under a military regime does not
form an appropriate legal basis to
guarantee the rule of law and
fundamental freedoms, and whereas
Turkey can express its choice of a
democratic constitutional model by
establishing a new Constitution based on
European values; whereas the deepest
structures of the State and style of
government are at issue here

Whereas the underlying philosophy of
the Turkish state, ‘Kemalism’, implies
an exaggerated fear of the undermining
of the integrity of the Turkish state and
an emphasis on the homogeneity of
Turkish culture (nationalism), together
with statism, an important role for the
army, and a very rigid attitude to
religion, which means that this
underlying philosophy is itself a barrier
to EU membership

Whereas the changes requested must
imply more than cosmetic adjustments;
having regard in this connection to the
signature of conventions which have not
been subsequently ratified, and to legal
arcll AR cing WIEH IR reer e
only inadequately, implemented

Notes that over the last 15 years the
army has occupied an increasingly central
position in the Turkish state and society,
and that Turkish citizens credit it with
greater importance even than other state
institutions including the parliament;
notes that the Armys’s role slows down
Turkey's development towards a
democratic and pluralist system, and
therefore calls for the political decision-
making power to be allocated entirely to
the civilian authorities, based on the
confidence of citizens and democratically
elected, so that the traditional power of
the bureaucracy and the Army (the ‘deep
State’) can resume the forms which are
normal in the Member States
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Considers that, in the context of state
reform, it will be necessary in the long
term to abolish the National Security
Council in its currentform and position;
realises that the desired structural change
will be very hard to swallow

Proposes, inter alia, that the military
representatives should withdraw from
civilian bodies such as the high councils
on education and the audiovisual media,
in order to ensure that these institutions
are fully independent; encourages the
Turkish authorities to establish full
Parliamentary control over the military
budget as a part of the national budget

Stresses that the changes demanded are
so fundamental that they require the
establishment of a new constitution,
explicitly based not on Kemalist but on
European democratic foundations, with
the rights of the individual and of
minorities balanced against collective
rights in accordance with the customary
European standards, as set out for
example in the European Convention
on the Protection of Human Rights and
Fundamental Freedoms

Recalls the commitment by the Turkish
government to finally eradicate torture
(zero tolerance); notes with concern that
torture practices still continue and that
torturers often go unpunished; calls for
the most energetic and consistent
measures to be taken to heal this open
sore on the Turkish body politic, andfor
the Centre for the Treatment and
Rehabilitation of torture victims in
Diyarbakir, supported by the
Commission, to be able to continue its
work unhindered

Notes the very limited amendments to
laws of 3 August 2002 recognising the
right of Kurds to education and the right
to broadcast in Kurdish; calls on Turkey,
however, to actfully in the spirit of the
European Charter for Regional or
Minority Languages, the Framework
Convention for the Protection of
National Minorities and the Charter of

Fundamental Rights of the European
Union

Urges that an amnesty be granted to those
imprisoned for their opinions who are
serving their sentences in Turkish prisons
for expressing non-violent sentiments

Welcomes the ending of the state of
emergency on 30 November 2002 in the
last two provinces of Diyarbakir and
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Sirnak, but calls on Turkey to contribute
to the elimination of tensions with the
Kurdish people and to give support to the
reconstruction of the South-East region,
to facilitate the return of internally
displaced persons and returning refugees
from the EU, and to lift the de facto
occupation of Kurdish and Syrian
Orthodox villages by armed “village
guards"Y

STRASBOURG :
THE EUROPEAN HUMAN RIGHTS COURT FINDS
ABDULLAH OCALAN'S TRIAL “INEQUITABLE”

N 12 March, the European

Human Rights Court gave a

partially favourable ruling to

Abdullah Ocalan’s petition by

finding Turkey guilty of an
inequitable trial. The European
Court considered, by six votes to
one (the Turkish judge) that
Abdullah Ocalan’s trial before the
State Security Court “had not been
equitable" because of the presence of
an Army judge on the bench (he
was replaced by a civilian on the last
days of the trial). On the other
hand, the judges concluded
unanimously that the trial was also
inequitable because of the
restrictions placed on the rights of
the defence, the accused being
prevented form freely meeting with
his lawyers throughout the greater
part ofthe trial.

Furthermore, while the European
Court rejected the complaint of
breach of his right to life, since the
death sentence is not longer
applicable, it did consider that
Abdullah Ocalan was the victim of
“inhuman  or degrading treatment” in
so far as he had lived three years
under threat of this sentence “passed
as a result of an inequitable trial”. A.
Ocalan had been condemned to

death for “treason” on 29 June 1999
by the Ankara State Security Court.
The death sentence, however, was
commuted to life imprisonment in
October 2002, after the abolition of
capital punishment in Turkey.

Recognising that, in 1999, Turkey
had not ratified the clause forbidding
capital punishment in the European
Convention on Human Rights, the
judges considered that it was,
nevertheless, “forbidden arbitrarily to
inflict death on the grounds of a death
sentence”. The Court also considered
Turkey had breached the
Convention, in so far as Abdullah
Ocalan had had to wait for seven
days after his arrest before being
brought before ajudge.

On the other hand it considered that
the conditions of his arrest had been
conformity with the rule of law.
Abdullah  Ocalan had been
kidnapped by a Turkish commando
on 15 February 1999, in Nairobi,
Kenya, where he had sought asylum,
and taken to Turkey. “It has not been
established beyond all reasonable doubt,
that the operation, conducted partly by
Turkish and partly by Kenyan agents,
had constituted an infringement of
Kenyan sovereignty by Turkey and,
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consequently, of international law” the
judged considered. The Court
considered that there was no “proof
that his arrest and the conditions of
lois transfer “had any ill effects beyond
the usual element of humiliation inherent
in every arrest and detention”. It ruled
that the “general conditions” of his
detention “did not reach the minimum
level of gravity needed to constitute
inhuman or degrading treatment”.

Similarly, it ruled the conditions of
Abdullah Ocalan’s detention, as the
sole detainee on the Island prison of
Irnrali, in the Sea of Marmara, in
conformity with Human Rights.
The Court “recognises outright that the
detention of the petitioner raises
extraordinary difficulties for the Turkish
authorities” both because of his
dangerous character and of the
threats against his life.

The Court considered that its ruling
was, in itself, an “equitable satisfaction”
for the petitioner, to whom it
granted 100,000 euros for costs and
expenses.

Since Turkey was found guilty of an
inequitable trial, the Ministerial
Committee of the Council of
Europe, responsible for overseeing
the carrying out of the Court’s
rulings, should now press Ankara to
give Abdullah Ocalan an fresh trial.
The ruling on Abdullah Ocalan,
which was handed down by a bench
of seven Judges, is, nevertheless liable
to appeal before the higher bench of
17 Judges, thus postponing, for at
least a year, the issue ofa final ruling.
Turkey has, already, indicated that it
will appeal against this decision.

SULEIMANIAH
MEETING OF THE COLLECTIVE LEADERSHIP
OF THE IRAQI OPPOSITION

HE collective leadership of
the Iragi opposition, which
likes to consider that it
prefigures a future
government, met on 25
March in Suleimaniah, in Iraqi
Kurdistan, “to study the development of
the situation in Iraq after the beginning
of the attack by the United States and
Great Britain" stated Mohsen Hakim,
son and representative of Abdelaziz
Hakim, N°2 man of ASRII and a
member of the collective leadership.

The collective leadership of the Iraqgi
opposition, designated in February
2003 in Kurdistan, is supposed to
form the kernel ot a tuture Iraqi
government. This leadership had six
members when created, hut recently
two others have been co-opted.

Abdelaziz Hakim, leader of the

Supreme Assembly of the Iraqi
Islamic Revolution (ASRII) and
Ahmed Chalabi, head of the Iraqi
iNauunai wungicsS iliNcy, Wnu uau
been in Teheran to take part in a
meeting on 6 March, of lragi Shiite
leaders, had already visited Kurdistan
for the meeting on 6 March for the
meeting of the collective opposition
leadership. In the course of the
previous meeting, they had
nominated members and officers of
14 committees, created at the end of
February 2003 during the meeting
of the follow up committee of the
Iragi opposition at Salaheddin, and
defined their exact tasks. These 14
committees of the opposition are
intended to be transformed into
ministries to manage the Iraqi
administration after the fall of the
Saddam Hussein regime. This
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leadership must also prepare the
setting up of State organs power
structures for the transition period.

Furthermore, during the meeting of
Shiite leaders in Teheran on 6
March, Ayatollah Mohammad
Bager Hakim, chief of ASRII, had
called for the opposition groups to
“rapidly set up” power structures
and appoint leaders for the country
so as to prepare the post-Saddam
situation so as to prevent “the
American military command from
seizing power” in Baghdad during
the transition period, as the U.S.
had announced.

The collective leadership, set up
following the Salaheddin meeting,
consisted of Massud Barzani, head
of the KDP, Jalal Talabani, head of
the PUK, Ahmed Chalabi, head of
the INC, Adnan Pashashi, Abdel
Aziz Al-Hakim, representing ASRII
and lyad Al-Alawi of the Iraqi
National Entente.

AS WELLAS...

+ THE NATIONAL POLICY
DOCUMENT ON IRAQ, DRAWN
UP BY THE PREVIOUS TURKISH
GOVERNMENT, STILL CON-
SIDERS THAT ANY KURDISH
INDEPENDENCE WOULD JUSTIFY
TURKISH MILITARY INTER-
VENTION. The Turkish Foreign
Ministry still considers the creation
of a Kurdish State in Iraq to be a
causus belli, according to the 4
March issue of the Turkish daily
Hurriyel. Decided and signed by
Biilent Ecevit, the previous Turkish
Prime Minister, the “national policy
document on Iraq” is thus still current
policy, despite the change of
government. A meeting on 6
October, bringing together the
Foreign Ministry, the Armed Forces
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General Staff and the Intelligence
Services (MIT) had determined
Turkish political objectives in both
short, medium and long term. Thus
the first Article of the document lays
down that “efforts must be continued to
safeguard the unity of Iraq in the course
ofthe construction ofthe countrysfuture,
while bearing in mind that it is not
possible to return to the pre-1992
situation as far as Northern Iraq is
concerned. The scenario that cannot be
accepted would be an independent
Kurdish State in Northern Irag. Such a
declaration should be considered as a
causefor intervention!’

The paper specifies that the
agreement between Washington and
Turkey stipulates that the Turkish
Army will only enter Irag with
humanitarian aims and will not fire a
single bullet.

+ THE EUROPEAN HUMAN
RIGHTS COURT FINDS
TURKEY GUILTY OF
VIOLATING THE FREEDOM
OF EXPRESSION OF YASAR
KEMAL. On 4 March the
European Human Rights Court
found Turkey guilty of violating the
freedom of expression of Yasar
Kemal. This Turkish writer, of
Kurdish origin and with an
international reputation had been
sentenced for an article he wrote
criticising the Turkish authorities
policy towards the Kurds.

Yasar Kemal was sentenced to one
year and eight months imprisonment
by the Ankara State Security in 1996
for an article entitled “Turkeys Black
Cloud” published in 1995 in the
book “Freedom of expression and
Turkey”. The State Security Court
had, indeed, considered this article
aimed at “inflaming hatred and hostility
between citizens of Turkish origin and
those of Kurdish origin”. The book
“Freedom of expression and Turkey”

published by the CSY Society,
which has also petitioned the Court,
was seized and banned.

The European Court stressed, in
particular, that certain “particularly
bitter” passages of the article were
marked by “agressivity and virulence"
and gave the text a “hostile
connotation” nevertheless considered
that this article “could not be considered
an incitement to the use of violence, to
armed resistance or to an uprising”. The
Court thus considered that the
cidminal sentence on the author and
the seizure of the book were not
“necessary in a democratic society” and
sentenced Turkey for violation of
Yasar Kemal's freedom of expression
(Article 10) and that of the CSY
Society.

« THE LEGAL OFFENSIVE
AGAINST THE PRO-
KURDISH PARTIES: HADEP
BANNED BY THE
CONSTITUTIONAL COURT,
DEHAP IN THE HOT SEAT.
The Turkish authorities have taken
measures to ban the country’s two
principle pro-Kurdish parties. On 13
March, the Turkish Constitutional
Court banned the People’s
Democratic Party (HADEP — pro-
Kurdish). The Court also banned 46
leading officers of HADEP front
holding carrying out any political
activity whatsoever for five years.
The President of the Constitutional
Court, Mustafa Burnin, declared that
the Court had found HADEP guilty
of having “helped and encouraged a
terrorist organisation” whereas
HADEP had long rejected the links
which the authorities accused it of
maintaining with the PKK.

Furthermore, on the same day the
Public Prosecutor attached to the
Constitutional Court, Sabih
Kanadoglu, requested the Court, to
ban the Democratic People’s Party
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(DEHAP), another pro-Kurdish
party. HADEP had not taken part in
the General Election of November
2002 for fear of a ban, but the
DEHAP party, which had fused with
HADEP before the elections, took
over, though without winning a
single seat because of the threshold
of 10% ofthe total national vote.

The HADEP party, that argues in
favour of a peaceful solution to the
problems of the Kurdish population,
is the latest descendent of a line of
pro-Kurdish organisations that have
all been successively banned in
Turkey since 1963. Proceedings
against HADEP were started in 1999
by the Public Prosecutor of the
Court of Appeals of the time, Vural
Savas.

Other pro-Kurdish parties (in
particular the Peoples Labour Party,
and the Freedom and Democracy
Party) have been equally banned for
“separatism”. In February 1999, a
moderately pro-Kurdish party, the
Masses' Democratic Party (DKP),
led by former Minister Serafettin
Elci, was banned for having
“damaged Turkeys unity” and having
“praised regional and ethnic differences
in its programme”.

The Constitutional Court has also
banned left wing parties on the
grounds of communist activities and
several pro-Islamist parties for anti-
secular activity. The Justice and
Development Party (AKP) at present
in office in Ankara is also an offshoot
of a banned party, the Virtue Party
(Fazilet), panned in 2001.

Greece, that held the presidency of
the European Union, considered
that this decision by the Turkish
Court would harm its application for
membership of the E.U. This
decision “will be examined by the
E. U.s official organs, but it is certain that
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it will have a negative influence on
Turkeys progress towards membership”
stated Panos Beglitis, spokesman for
the Greek Foreign Ministry. “It is a
particularly negative development, for the
normalisation of political life and the
consolidation of democratic institutions”
he added. He recalled that, as “afor
membership of the E.U., Turkey was
under an obligation to guarantee the
normal and unimpeded functioning of
political parties”.

+ THE EUROPEAN COM-
MISSION WARNS TURKEY:
THE SET-BACK TO THE
CYPRUS NEGOTIATIONS
WILL BLOCK TURKEY’S
ADMISSION TO THE
EUROPEAN UNION. The
negotiations on the reunification of
Cyprus prior to its admission to the
E.U. in May 2004 ended in a failure
on 11 March, when UNO declared
that it was ending its efforts at
mediation. The negotiations
between Greek and Turkish
Cypriots, organised at the Hague
under UNO auspices, were intended
to prepare for a future reunification
ofthe divided island.

The European  Commission
immediately warned Turkey that its
application for membership could
suffer from the failure of these
negotiations. The Commission’s
spokesman, Jean-Christophe Filori,
declared on 11 March that the
European Union intended to sign
the treaty of membership with
Cyprus on 16 April, as planned,
even if, at that date, the latter is still
divided and represented solely by the
Greek Cypriot government.
Moreover, if no agreement on
reunification is concluded when the

Commission makes its report on the
opening of negotiations on Turkey's
membership, in December 2004, it
would be very difficult to
recommend the starting of that
process.

As Mr. Folori said, accepting the
opening of negotiations for
membership with Ankara, in those
circumstances, would amount to
putting oneselfin “a situation where a
candidate country was knocking at the
door without recognising one of our
members”.

+ IRAN: TWO KURDISH
ACTIVISTS OF THE KO-
MALEH PARTY EXECUTED.
Two activists of the Komaleh Party
(pro-Kurdish, Communist) were
recently executed in Iranian
Kurdistan, local legal sources
indicated. Mohammad Gholabi was
executed on 2 March at Saghez, and
Sassan Alekanan at Sanandaj on 22
February. ““The two activists were
members of Komalah, had taken part in
terrorist operations to intimidate the
population and were in possession offire
arms and grenades” stated the official.
According to him “they were tried and
sentenced to death after having admitted
their participation in terrorist operations

After the political opening that
followed the election oj President
Mohammad Khatami in 1997, this
group wanted to create disorder by
carrying out terrorist actions, which are
still continuing today” he added.

The Komalah (created in 1969) and
the Kurdistan Democratic Party of
Iran (KDPI) are the two principle
Kurdish movements banned by the
Islamic authorities in 1979. Hunted
by the Iranian Armed Forces, the
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Komalah activists were obliged to
seek refuge in Iragi Kurdistan. An
agreement between the Iranian
authorities and the two parties that
control Iragi Kurdistan (the
Kurdistan Democratic Party and the
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan)
provided that the Komaleh and
KDPI refugees should not approach
the international Iraqgi-Iranian
border.

« A JOINT POLITICAL AND
MILITARY COMMAND
DECIDED BY THE KURDISH
PARTIES IN IRAQ. On 4
March, the two principle Kurdish
parties that control Iragi Kurdistan
announced the creation of a joint
political and military command
because of “critical circumstances" in
the region, In a communiqué co-
signed by the Kurdistan Democratic
Party (Massud Barzani's KDP) and
the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan
(Jalal Talabani’'s PUK) the two
organisations announced that “the
critical circumstances in the region require
greater unity in our ranks and the
conjugation of energies”. According to
the communiqué, “the high
command” is responsible for
coordination between the two
organisations, particularly in “the
political, military and administrative
areas”. The high command is co-
Presided by Messrs. Barzani and
Talabani. It assembles members of
both organisations.

A KDP official considered, in a
statement, that the setting up of this
united command was “an indication of
the end to divergencies between the two
parties and of their efforts aimed at
unifying the political discourse of the
Kurds in anticipation ofthe next stage”.
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Turquie et Iran ferment
leurs frontieres

La Turquie et I'lran ont fermé,
mercredi 26 février, leurs frontieres
respectives avec I'lrak, dans la pers-
pective d’une guerre a venir dans la
région. La Turquie craint notam-
ment un afflux massif de réfugiés
venus du Kurdistan irakien ainsi que
I'infiltration de combattants du PKK
(Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan),
en guerre armée contre l'armée
réguliére turque pendant quinze
ans (1984-1999). « Cette mesure ris-
que d'affamer notre population »,
explique Saywan Barzani, le repré-
sentant a Paris du Parti démocrati-
que du Kurdistan (PDK) de Massoud
Barzani, 'une des deux formations
kbrdes qui {gerent la région.

Pour parer a des « actes incontro-
Iés », la Turquie, ou I'on attend, same-
di, le vote du Parlement sur le déploie-
ment de troupes américaines vers
I'lrak, a évacué, jeudi, son personnel
diplomatique de Bagdad. Ankara a
appelé ses ressortissants a quitter
I'lrak voisin «pour leur sécurité ». Le
vice-président irakien, Taha Yassine
Ramadan, avait déclaré, mercredi, au
quotidien russe Vremia Novostei que
son pays « n'excluait pas » des frap-
pes contre la Turquie et le Koweit,
« complices » des Américains. « En cas
d'agression, I'lrak a le droit de se défen-
dre par tous les moyens », a-t-il ajou-
té. - (Corresp., AFP.)

Les Kurdes irakiens ne veulent pas
de troupes turgues dans le nord

L'ensemble de I'opposition craint un accord turco-américain a son insu

SALAHADINE (Kurdistan)
de notre envoyé spécial

Le deuxiéme jour de la conféren-
ce de I'opposition irakienne en terri-
toire kurde « libéré » a été dominé
par les questions relatives au role
gue la Turquie entend jouer dans le
conflit se préparant en Irak : Anka-
ra a en effet le projet d’envoyer des
troupes dans le nord du Kurdistan
d’Irak, sous le prétexte d'assistance
aux réfugiés d'un éventuel exode
vers la Turquie en cas de guerre.

Les Kurdes estiment qu'un tel pré-
texte est fallacieux. Us affirment
gue le scénario de 1991 ne se repro-
duira pas : a I'époque, des centai-
nes de milliers de réfugiés s’enfui-
rent vers la Turquie a I'issue de la
guerre du Golfe apres le souleve-
ment des Kurdes contre le régime.

Les responsables de I'opposition
irakienne réunie depuis mercredi
26 février a Salahadine, dans cette
petite ville d'un territoire non con-
trélé par Bagdad, sont tres
inquiets des visées de la Turquie,
celle-ci apparaissant vouloir antici-

per une ére « post-Saddam * qui
verrait I'lrak évoluer en un syste-
me fédéral ou les Kurdes pour-
raient jouir d'un certain degré
d’autonomie. Pour Ankara, une tel-
le pérspective est des plus inquié-
tantes, car elle risquerait de don-
ner de bien mauvaises idées a la
dizaine de millions de Kurdes de

« Nous ne muions pat
de Kurdistan
Indépendant, nous
voulons un Irak
Indépendant »

JALAI TAIASAIN

Turquie, qui n'ont, eux, dautre
choix que de subir la sévere férule
des Turcs... Plusieurs milliers de
soldats d’Ankara (entre cing mille
et quinze mille selon la presse tur-
que) sont d’ailleurs déja stationnés
dans le nord de I'lrak depuis le
début des années 1990, quand les
maquisards du Parti des tra-
vailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK), sépa-

Des blindés turcs en marche

UN CONVOI militaire turc transportant des blindés

sur son sol. Les « boys » devraient ensuite ouvrir un

s'achemine de la ville de Cizre, au Kurdistan de Turquie,
vers la frontiére turco-irakienne, plus au sud. La Tur-
quie, qui partage environ 350 kilometres de frontiere
avec I'lrak, est sur le point de donner son accord final au
déploiement de troupes américaines (62 000 hommes)

deuxiéme front vers Bagdad via le Kurdistan d’lrak,
escortés par I'armée turque, qui insiste pour étre présen-
te aux cotés des Américains. « ny aura deuxfoisplus de
soldats turcs [en Irak] que de soldats américains », a pro-
nostiqué Recep Tayyip Erdogan, le chefde I'AKP.

ratiste, guerroyaient en Turquie.

Selon Hoshyar Zebari, proche
conseiller de Massoud Barzani, le
leader du Parti démocratique du
Kurdistan (PDK), qui est le parti
hote de la conférence, l'arrivée de
troupes de Turquie « serait inaccep-
table non seulement pour les Kurdes
mais pour I'ensemble de I'opposition
irakienne. L'ensemble des partici-
pants de la conférence s'oppose a
toute interférence par les puissances
régionales dans les affaires intérieu-
res de I'lrak. Les Etats-Unis disent
gue la Turquie est I'un de leurs alliés
stratégiques et affirment également
gue nous - les opposants irakiens -
sommes leurs alliés. llfautdonc arri-
ver & se mettre d'accord. »

UN «\/I TRANSIT
M. Zebari a annoncé que les dis-
cussions se poursuivaient entre
Américains, Turcs et opposants ira-
kiens. Mais ces derniers craignent,
comme l'admet un officiel kurde
en privé, qu’'un accord éventuel
entre Washington et Ankara sur
une présence militaire turque dans
le nord de I'lrak ne soit conclu der-
riere leur dos : les Etats-Unis ont
un besoin crucial de I'appui turc
pour la création d’un front nord en
cas de conflit en Irak. La Turquie
sera dans ce cas utilisée comme un
pays transit pour le passage de plu-
sieurs dizaines de milliers de trou-
pes américaines. « La position des
Etats-Unis estencore loin d'étre clai-
re sur la question d'une intervention
militaire turque dans le nord du K;u
distan », ajoute cet officiel du I'DK.
Un peu plus t6t dans la journée,
Jalal Talabani, l'autre leader kurde
et chef de I'Union patriotique du
Kurdistan (UPK), qui partage le
pouvoir du Kurdistan «autono-
me» avec le PDK, avait prévenu
ses «amis turcs» que, comme les
autres pays de la région, «ils peu-
vent donner leur opinion mais ne
peuvent pas nous l'imposer». Il
.comme pour bien marteler le cre-
do kurde etaider les Turcs as,e libé-
rer de leurs fantasmes obsession-
nels, le vieux chef de guerre avail
répété : les Kurdes « n'annoncerdht
pas l'indépendance et nous n 'aurons
pas peur de le dire. Nous ne voulons
pas de Kurdistan indépendant, nous
voulons un Irak indépendant ».
Mais les Kurdes redoutent que,
pour la Turquie, méme l'idée d’'un
Kurdistan jouissant d’un certain
degré d’autonomie dans un cadre
fédéral, ce soit encore trop...

Bruno Philip
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32,8 MILLIONS DE KURDES DANS 4 PAYS
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Ankara a negocié avec Washington
sa presence militaire au Kurdistan

PLUS QUE le déploiement de sol-
dats américains sur son sol, plus
que I'aide financiére qui I'accompa-
gne, ce qui préoccupe la Turquie
est le réle qu'elle sera appelée a
jouer dans I'lrak de I'aprés-Sad-
dam. En marge des sessions agi-
tées du Parlement turc appelé a
ratifier le déploiement de 62 000
Cl, des réunions informelles et dis-
crétes se sont tenues ces derniers
mois entre des officiels turcs, des
représentants des partis kurdes du
Nord irakien et des responsables
américains afin de tenter de coor-
donner les actions des uns et des
autres le long du « deuxiéme
front » que les Américains s’appré-

o SRR W 15 Tdimilie.

« Les paris vont bon train, I'enjeu
en est qui controlera I'lrak en géné-
ral, et le Nord en particulier. La ques-
tion n'estpas de savoir s'ily aura plus
de militaires turcs dans le Nord ira-
kien ou non, la question est: la Tur-
quie utilisera-t-elle saforce militaire
afin d'imposer sa volonté a la région
autonome kurde de I'lrak ? », écri-
vait, jeudi 27 février, llnur Cevik,
éditorialiste du Turkish Daily News.

NOUVELLI ADMINISTRATION
UB-tralnte majeure des généraux
turcs esjde voir un Etatkurde indé-
pendant se former dans le nord de
I'lrak, ce qui pourrait donner des
idées & la « minorité » kurde de
Turquie (15 millions de personnes),
qui vient de se voir autorisée a dif-
fuser des émissions dans sa propre
langue. « Il s'agit de la période la
plus critique traversée par la Turquie
depuis le traité de Lausanne [qui fon-
de la République turque sur les res-
tes de I'Empire ottoman] en 1923 »,
écrivait Taha Akvol, le 24 février,

dans le quotidien Milliyet. Récem-
ment, le ton est monté d'un cran
entre Ankara et les autorités kur-
des qui gérent le nord de I'lrak :
«Nous allons entrer en Irak du Nord
pour faire peur aux Kurdes», a
méme tempété le ministre turc des
affaires étrangéres, Yasar Yakis.

La presse turque, elle, n'a eu de
cesse de se féliciter, ces derniers
jours, des concessions faites aux
Turcs par Washington. Ainsi, Mil-
liyet croit savoir qu’une « adminis-
tration militaire de transition, condui-
te par un général américain, sera
établie [en Irak] pour assurer la paix
et la stabilité dans la région, un géné-
ral turc devrait représenter notre
pays au sein de cette structure », t3n*
dis qu'un «fonctionnaire turc »
devrait faire partie de la « nouvelle
administration civile » irakienne.
Toujours selon la presse, un accord
aurait déja été trouvé sur les modali-
tés de I'armement des Kurdes d’lrak
par Washington, sujet qui inquié-
tait grandement les généraux turcs.

Aux termes de cet accord, les
Américains fourniraient aux pesh-
mergas (prés de 70 000 hommes)
des armes légéres, en nombre limi-
té, qui leur seront reprises des la
fin des hostilités. Enfin, toujours
selon la presse, la Turquie aurait
obtenu que ses soldats (de 40 000
et 50 000) soient placés pour partie
sous un commandement « conjoint
turco-américain », pour partie sous
les ordres d'un général turc.

Depuis le début, la Turquie - les
généraux comme le gouvernement
civil - n’entend pas s’engager dans
une opération qu’elle ne maitrise-
rait pas, mettant en avant ses inté-
réts dans la région.

Partageant 350 kilometres de

frontiére avec I'lrak, la Turquie ne
voit pas d'un bon ceil I'autonomie
dont jouit le Kurdistan irakien,
« zone de protection .» des Nations
unies depuis 1991. Les chefs des par-
tis kurdes ont eu beau déclarer &

maintes reprises qu'ils ne proclame-
raient pas l'existence d’un Etat kur-
de indépendant, la perspective d’'un
Kurdistan autonome, développé et
ayant éventuellement accés aux res-
sources pétroliferes de Kirkouk
(dans la partie du Kurdistan restée
sous controle de Saddam) est insup-
portable aux yeux de linstitution
kémaliste (armée, présidence, servi-
ces secrets).

Depuis des mois, les officiels
turcs clament ainsi leur «droit de
regard historique» sur Kirkouk et
sur Mossoul, deux villes restées jus-
gu'en 1925 sous domination ottoma-
ne. Pour les Kurdes d’lrak, qui
voient Kirkouk comme leur capitale
historique, il est primordial que les
dizaines de milliers de familles kur-
des qui en ont été expulsées au ter-
me d’une politique d'arabisation for-
cée voulue, par Bagdad puissent
reprendre un jour le chemin du
retour.

D’autant que ces réfugiés vivent
parfois depuis des années sous des
tentes de fortune et dans des condi-
tions déplorables dans les environs

Le Parlement vote
sur I'arrivée des Gi

Le Parlement turc doit se pronon-
cer, samedi ¥ mars, a Huis clos, sur
une motion du gouvernement auto-
risant le déploiement de 6a ooo sol-
dats américains. Une majorité sim-
ple des 550 députés suffit a I'adop-
tion du texte. Le Parti de la justice
et du développement (AKP, issu de
la mouvance islamiste), qui controle
plus de 350 sieges, devrait donc par-
venir a rassembler assez de voix,
bien qu'une partie de ses députés et
ministres soient hostiles a cette pro-
position. Un rassemblement anti-
guerre a l'appel de syndicats et
d’ONG est prévu dans la capitale tur-
gue juste avant le début de la ses-
sion. La motion prévoit également
le déploiement de soldats turcs
dans le nord de I'lrak. - (AFP.)

d’Erbil ou de Suleymanieh. Mais tel
n'est pas I'avis du chefde la diploma-
tie turque, Yasar Yakis, qui a récem-
ment confié ses inquiétudes de voir
les réfugiés kurdes reprendre posses-
sion de leurs maisons et -qui
sait? - peut-étre aussi «réclamer
une partie de I'or noir » de Kirkouk,
quatrieme ville d’lrak, d’ou sont
extraits 20 % du pétrole irakien.
L'autre motif invoqué par les
Turcs pour justifier leur présence
dans le Nord irakien est I'existence

au Kurdistan de camps du Parti
des travailleurs du Kurdistan
(PKK), en guerre contre I'armée
réguliére turque depuis 1984 au
prix de 35 000 morts. Alors que les
Américains parlaient de plus en
plus de leur intention d’armer les
Kurdes d’lrak, les généraux turcs,
eux, confiaient leurs craintes de
Voir ces armes tomber aux mains
des guérilleros du PKK. La présen-
ce de ces camps dans le nord de
I'lrak a, depuis 1995, servi de pré-
texte a la Turquie pour lancer de
multiples offensives éclairs sur la
zone.

Depuis huit ans, Ankara main-
tient entre 5000 et 15 000 soldats
sur place, notamment a Bamarni,
a Kanimasi, a Begova. L’arrivée
d’un contingent turc renforcé en
nombre et en pouvoirs a fait naitre
les craintes, de part et d’autre de la
frontiere, de voir la «troisieme
guerre du Golfe» dégénérer en
affrontements entre Kurdes et
Turcs.

Marie Jégo

feUlonée
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Turkey’s ‘no’ frustrates
war plans

Arab leaders
add to setbacks
for U.S. policy

By Joel Brinkley

The New York Times

WASHINGTON: Turkey said Sunday
that it had no plans to reconsider "for
the foreseeable future” its stunning re-
jection of the U.S. request to stage
troops on the Iragi border, codifying an
important setback for America’s war
plans.

The vote Saturday was just one in a
series of discouraging weekend devel-
opments for the Bush administration,
which has not reacted to Turkey’s de-
cision.

The Arab League, concluding a frac-
tious conference for the leaders of 22
Arab nations, agreed on a final state-
ment expressing "complete rejection of
any aggression on lIraq” while also
promising "refusal to participate in
military action.” The Arab leaders de-
clined even to discuss a surprising ini-
tiative from the United Arab Emirates
calling for Saddam Hussein, the Iraqi
leader, to step down to spare the region
from war.

In Paris on Sunday, Foreign Minister
Dominque de Villepin issued a forceful
new rejection of the resolution inten-
ded to authorize war that the United
States and Britain have offered to the
United Nations Security Council.

"Do we need a second resolution?
No,” he said. “Are we going to oppose a
second resolution? Yes, as are the Rus-
sians and many other countries.” Last
week, the Russian foreign minister
threatened to veto the resolution.

Thousands of anti-war protesters
filled the streets in cities in Bosnia, Pa-
kistan, Yemen, Morocco and Japan,
among other places. Organizers said
that more large demonstrations were
planned for next week And Pope John
Paul 1l dispatched a senior cardinal to
Washington on Sunday with a letter for

President George W. Bush arguing
against war, a Vatican spokesman said.

At the same time, Irag began de-
stroying its prohibited Al Samoud-2
missiles, crushing four of them with a
bulldozer Saturday and six more Sun-
day. It also allowed UN weapons in-
spectors to interview a biological
weapons scientist and a missile expert
Friday with no minder present and
without a tape recorder, just as the in-
spectors had demanded.

The United States and Britain dis-
paraged the Iragi actions, but they
heartened the opponents of war, who
continued to press their case.

"You cannot say, *1 want Saddam to
disarm,” and at the same time when
he’s disarming say, ‘They’re not doing
what they should,”” de Villepin said.
France says it wants to disarm lIraq
through prolonged inspections. Of the
apparent rush to war, de Villepin ad-
ded: “The timetable of diplomacy may
not be the timetable of war. But you
don’t make war on a timetable.”

Russia’s foreign minister, Igor Ivan-
ov, called his counterpart in Pakistan
and lobbied him to vote against the
British-American resolution and in-
stead to support a second proposal to
extend inspection into the summer.

Pakistan sits on the Security Council
and is believed to support the Ameri-

can position, although Friday it issued a
statement saying it had not decided how
to vote.

In Sofia on Sunday, President Vladi-
mir Putin of Russia met with Georgi
Parvanov, the Bulgarian president, to
discuss Irag. Bulgaria is also a member
of the Security Council and is believed
to support the United States. After the
meeting, Putin said he did not think he
had changed Parvanov’'s mind.

In Kuwait on Saturday, security offi-
cials arrested a Kuwaiti man with a
mortar m his car who was trying to
enter a hotel houses numerous U S
and British military officials and press
representatives. F

No further details were available, but
many have predicted that an attack on
Irag would set off numerous attacks on

tallstslil targetS by Islamic fundamen-

As Prince Saud al Faisal, the Saudi
toreign minister, put it in an interview
with CNN, “Ifyou achieve victory, and
there is someone occupying Baghdad
just imagine what the reaction could be
in the Arab and Muslim world to that
tact alone.”

The Bush administration has said it
could maintain occupation forces in
Iraq for up to two years.

Bush, in his radio address Saturday,
reiterated his intention to bring democ-
t0 m??’ once Saddam is deposed.

be d,fflcult  help freedom
take hold in a country that has known
three decades ofdictatorship, secret po-
cS6’ **“terna” division and war,” he said.
Yet the security of our nation and the
lopes of millions depend on us, and
‘Kmericans do not turn away from dd-
tes because they are hard.”

Saud was disparaging ofthat idea. An
American occupation will bring chaos
o lrag, not democracy, he predicted.

~

“It’'s going to be a mess, | think,” he
said. “Ifyou get chaos, how will democ-
racy flower in Iraq?”

Not surprisingly, de Villepin said he
shares that view.

“Some countries may think that with
force in Irag, you are going to get the
end of terrorism, the end of prolifera-
tion in the world,” he said, “and like ma-
g'C you are going to make peace in the
Middle East. We don't agree.”

The Arab League, too, said it did not
support the “regime change” idea.

“We are not concerned with the
changes of regime,” said Amr Moussa,
the Arab League leader. “That is not our
job.”

Even Tony Blair, the British prime
minister, who is Bush’s staunchest ally,
distanced himself from the newly
stated American goal of regime change
in Baghdad. Referring to Saddam, he
said, “Detestable as | find his regime, he
?C)Ill,ﬂd stay in power ifhe disarms peace-

ully.”

Turkey's decision Saturday came
after a long, closed-door session of Par-
liament. The vote was close. In fact,
more people voted in favor ofthe Amer-
ican deployment than against it. But 19
people abstained, and under the Turk-
ish rules, a motion can pass only ifit is
supported by a majority of lawmakers
present. With that test, the measure fell
three votes short.

The United States had wanted to
stage up to 60,000 troops in Turkey.
They would attack Irag from the north,
opening a second front. In exchange,
the United States had offered Turkey as
much as $30 billion in grants, loans and
loan guarantees and a role in determin-
ing the future of Kurdish areas in north-
ern Irag.

Washington’s only reaction after the
vote was that it was awaiting “clarifica-
tion” from Turkey.

Turkey'’s ruling Justice and Develop-
ment Party held another meeting Sun-
day to decide whether to hold a second
vote.

Afterward, Eyup Fatsa, deputy party
head, told reporters: “The proposal has
been delayed to an open-ended time.
There is no proposal for the foreseeable
future.”

On Sunday, Pentagon officials said no
order had been given to divert the
forces intended for staging in Turkey to
other areas because officials were still
holding out hope that the Turks might
change their minds in the next few
days.
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Protecting the Kurds

merica’s ability to use Turkish
bases during an attack on Iraq
seemed in peril Saturday
when Turkey’s Parliament re-

fused to approve an agreement a

ing the basing of American troops
there. Even the promise of generous
American loans and direct aid was not
enough to convince a clear majority of
the legislators that they should ignore
the adamant anti-war sentiment of
their constituents.

No matter what the final decision in
Ankara, almost everything about Tur-
key’s role in the Bush administration’s
plans for Iraq is troubling. Ifthe Parlia-
ment should show itselfwilling to re-
consider, the Bush administration
must be careful that its eagerness to
enlist Turkish support does not lead to
a new disaster for the Kurds, a people
long abused by their neighbors and re-
peatedly befriended and abandoned by
Washington.

The Kurds are like canaries in a
mine shaft — if they become the vic-
tims of an American showdown with
Saddam Hussein, the world will know
that President George W. Bush has be-
trayed the high-minded principles he
frequently invokes in talking about
Irag. The administration's ardent
courtship of Turkey offers a preview of
the complications and horse trading
that are likely to accompany a war and
the installation ofa new government in

Baghdad. Idealism has not exactly been
a hallmark of these efforts.
Ankara has been pressing for ap-
roval to pursue its own military
Mda in Kurdish areas of Iraq. That
spells trouble for the Kurds. Forcefully
suppressing Kurdish national aspira-
tions has been a central doctrine of the
modern Turkish state since it began
some 80 years ago. The old Ottoman
Empire contained Turks, Kurds, Ar-
menians, Arabs, Greeks and others.
The new Turkish republic founded by
Kemal Ataturk after World War | was
built around Turkish ethnic identity.
Among the biggest losers were the
Kurds, more than 25 million people

whose ancient homeland spans the
modern borders of Turkey, Irag, Iran
and Syria. In recent decades, nearly
everyone in the neighborhood has
treated the Kurds badly, especially
the Turks and the regime of Saddam
Hussein.

Turkey now fears that in the wake of
an American military drive through
Iraq, Kurdish militias could grab the
nearby oil fields of Kirkuk and Mosul
and use this wealth to finance an inde-
pendent state, which Turkish Kurds
would then clamor to join. To prevent
that, some Turks have suggested that
Ankara might occupy the oil fields it-
self. Officially, Turkey wants a role in
disarming Kurdish militias and control

over a narrow belt of Iraqi territory
along the Turkish border. None ofthese
ideas are acceptable. Any Turkish
troops inside northern Irag should be
under clear and firm American com-
mand. They should not engage Kurdish
militias directly, and they should stay
clear of the northern lIragi oil belt,
which Turkey has long coveted.

Since 1991 Iragi Kurds have been a
mainstay of the Iraqi opposition, and
their region the potential nucleus of a
free lrag. The United States can put
Turkey's legitimate anxieties to rest by
holding Iragi Kurdish parties and mili-
tias to their promise not to seek inde-
pendence. America has rightly pledged
to maintain lIraqg's territorial integrity
within its current borders. Iragi Kurdish
aspirations can be satisfied by limited
autonomy as well as a significant role in
any postwar national Iragi government.

In a war with Iraq endorsed by the
UN Security Council, Turkey would
have less opportunity for pressing its
mischievous agenda. In the absence of
that kind of broad international sup-
port, it will be Washington’s responsi-
bility to protect the interests of the
Iragi Kurds. The Bush administration
is trying to convince a skeptical world
that it is ready to fight for a free, demo-
cratic Irag. Nothing would undermine
the American assertion faster than
abandonment of the Kurds.

Laborieux compromis de I'opposition irakienne

Led oppcaantd, réunid afrt)il, reftudenttoute ingérence turque en Irak.

Eibll envoyé spécial

esgardes surarmés chargés de lasécu-

rité des leaders de I'opposition ira-
<ikienne étaient américains, membres
du Special Diplomatie Service, une police
chargée de la protection des diplomates
US. Les batiments étaient ceux du «Polit-
buro», comme I'appellent en plaisantant
les Kurdes, qui hébergent lesdirigeants du
PDK (Parti démocratique du Kurdistan)
dans la petite ville de Salahaddin sur les
hauteurs d’Erbil, la capitale du Kurdistan
irakien qui échappe depuis 1991 ala tutel-
le de Bagdad.
Bilan mitigé. Premiére réunion depuis
une décennie de la quasi-totalité de I'op-
position sut le sol national, la conférence
regroupant 55 représentants des princi-
paux courants, s’estachevée samedi, aprés
vingt-quatre heures de prolongations, sur
un compromis laborieux reflétant le plus
petit dénominateur commun entre partis
kurdes, chiites etarabes sunnites modérés.

Ce bilan mitigé présage des lendemains

difficiles aux Américalns, confrontés ¥ une
vive hostilité des participants a leurs pro-
jets pour laguerre comme pour la paix.
Le principal pointd’accord aétéen effet le
refus de toute ingérence turque en Irak.
Premiers concernés, les Kurdes sont les
plus véhéments. «Méme si les troupes
turques étaientsous commandementamé-
ricain, ce ne serait pas acceptable pour
nous», a déclaré a la presse Massoud Bar-
zani,chefdu PDK, I'une des deux factions
avec I'Union patriotique du Kurdistan
(UPK) qui se partagent la souveraineté
sur le Kurdistan irakien depuis 1991.
Zalmay Khalilzad, I'envoyé spécial du pré-
sident Bush, avait tenté de rassurer les délé-
guésenaffirmant que les forcesturques de-
vraient «étreen parfaitecoordination avecla
coalition», en insistant sur le fait que «les
forces de la coalition se retireront unefois le
travailfait». 11 n'a fait qu’une breve déclara-
tionaiafindelaréunion, illustrantle pro-
fond fossé qui existait entre la vision amé-
ricaine et celle de I'opposition irakienne.

Lautrepoirit HtidteoxeStIe4dmirestration
militaire provisoire que les Etats-Unis
veulentinstaurer en Irak apres le renver-
sement du régime. «Nous n'avons aucun
désirdegouverner I'lraket lepeuple irakien
doitpouvoirsegouverner lui-méme désque
possible», avait déclaré, rassurant, le repré-
sentantaméricain en ouvrant les travaux.
Il n’a pas convaincu.
Ebauche. Lesdélégués ontélu un comité
directeur de six membres, comptant les
deux chefs kurdes Massoud Barzani et Jalal
Talabani, Abedelaziz Hakim, le représen-
tantde I'Asrii (Assembléesuprémede la ré-
volution islamique en Irak), Ahmad Cha-
labi, leader du Congrés national irakien,
chériparlesAméricains, lyad Al-Alaoui,de
I’Entente nationale irakienne, et Adnan Pa-
chachi, ex-ministre des Affaires étrangéres
etunique Arabe sunnite du comité. Ceder-
nierafinalementdécliné I'offre. Cegroupe
se pose déjacomme une ébauche de futur
«gouvernementprovisoire» «

MARC SEMO
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Les députés turcs refusent
le deploiement militaire americain

Erbil:
de notre envoye spécial
Eric Biégola

Le refus du Parlement turc de
samedi sera sans nul doute trés
lourd de conséquences poli-
tiques, tactiques et aussi finan-
ciéres. Bien sdr, il pourrait ne
s’agir que d’une péripétie : la
session parlementaire devrait
reprendre demain et il se pour-
rait parfaitement que le gouver-
nement inscrive & nouveau a
I'ordre du jour une seconde
motion a peu prés similaire...
Hier, en début de soirée, le lea-
der de I'AKP (Parti de lajustice
et du développement - majo-
rité) Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
comme son alter ego, le pre-
mier ministre Abdullah Gul,
n’étaient pas encore certains de
vouloir repartir a I'assaut. 11
leur faudrait en effet redoubler
d'effort pour convaincre les dé-
putés récalcitrants de leur ma-
jorité, ceux-la mémes qui ontvu
leur position I'emportér et qui
aujourd’hui se sentent le vent
en poupe.

Ce sont en fait les absents qui
ont fait pencher la balance du
coté du « non ». 264 députés
ont effectivement approuvé la
motion autorisant le déploie-

ment américain. 250 ont voté
contre et 19 se sont abstenus.
Mais cette majorité était trop
courte de 4 voix si on la rap-
porte au nombre d’élus pré-
sents comme I'exige la Consti-
tution. Selon les analystes de la
presse turque, quelque 90 dé-
putés sur 1és-363 que compte la
majorité parlementaire de
I'AKP auraient refusé de voter
le texte proposé par leur gou-
vernement, s'abstenant, refu-
sant de siéger ou votant carré-
ment contré. La fracture dans
la majorité est donc aujourd’hui
clairementvisible.

On en pouvait saisir les linéa-
ments dés la trés longue session
qui a réuni le cabinet Gl, la se-
maine derniére. Aprés six
heures de consultation, le gou-
vernement y avait finalement
décidé de saisir le Parlement,
alors que prées de la moitié des
ministres y était opposée. Le
vice-premier ministre Ertugrul
Yalcinbayir a méme présenté un
moment sa démission avant de

lareprendre « afin de ne pas dé-
clencher un chaos politique ».
De fagon un peu paradoxale,
c'est sur cette aide aux Ameéri-
cains que les islamistes turcs de
I’AKP jouent aujourd’hui leur
crédibilité et leur avenir. Qu'il
s'agisse d’Abdullah Giil, de Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan, tous deux

ont énfourché le cheval de ba-
taille américain en sachant per-
tinemment que la quasi-totalité
de I'opinion publique était oppo-
sée a cette guerre.

Au moment ou les députés
s'apprétaient a voter ce samedi,
les rues d’Ankara étaient enva-
hies par prés de 50 000 manifes-

tants dénongant la « trahison
dErdogan » et la guerre améri-
caine... Un chiffre particuliere-
mentimportant pour la Turquie.
Les deux hommes n’en ont pas
moins ouvertement fait cam-
pagne pour autoriser les Améri-
cains a débarquer, Erdogan al-
lant jusqu'a demander que I'un
des députés ayant menacé de
démissionner soit convoqué de-
vant les instances disciplinaires
du Parti... Le 9 mars prochain,
Erdogan devrait se présenter
dans la circonscription de Siirt a
I'occasion d'une législative par-
tielle qui devrait lui ouvrir les
portes du gouvernement. Mais
la gifle politique de samedi a
pour la premiére fois égratigné

sa légitimité.
Avec le refus de passer la mo-
tion, le Parlement turc

condamne également les planifi-
cateurs du Pentagone a revoir
leur copie. Ce sont en effet
quelque 6.2 000 soldats,
255 avions et 65 hélicopteres qui
devaient se déployer en Turquie.

Chasseurs et autres appareils
d’attaque y auraient été basés

sur les pistes de Riyarbakir. Bat-
man ou Malatya, tandis que le
gros des forces terrestres devait
étre acheminé dans le Kurdistan
autonome irakien afin d'y pré-
parer le front nord do I'opéra-
tion contre Saddam. Actuelle-
ment, une quarantaine de
navires affrétés par les Améri-
cains croisent au large du port
turc d'iskenderun en Méditerra-
née orientale, attendant de pou-
voir décharger leurs cargai-
Sons...

En ajournant le déploiement
américain, les députés turcs ont
également refusé d'avaliser celui
des 55 000 soldats qu’Ankara
entendait envoyer elle-méme
dans le Kurdistan irakien, au
grand dam des Kurdes. En sus,
la Turquie se prive également de
I'aide financiere américaine, soit
15 a 30 milliards de dollars pro-
mis par Washington au titre des
dommages prévisibles en cas
d’affrontement. Il est sar en effet
que si la Turquie renonce a dé-
ployer ses troupes, l'addition
irakienne devrait lui paraitre
beaucoup plus supportable.

LE FIGARO LUNDI 3 MARS 2003

Une motion repoussée de justesse
» Composition du parlement turc

Parti républicain

du peuple .
(social- z
démocrate)

» Répartition des votes, samedi, sur le déploiement de soldats

américains (en voix)
Pour EZ.

Contre

Abstentions j 119

Absents | 117

jrmmmmmmmm AKP Parti de la justice
et du développement
(Islamistes modérés)

550 1 . T

[jes Indépendants 9

2501

Majorité requise pour adopter la muliorr : ?C7,
* Majorité ‘compte tenu du nombre de députés absents

Le premier ministre, Abdullah Giil (a gauche), en discussion avec le ministre des Affaires étrangéres, Yasar Yakis (a droite),
et le ministre de la Justice, Cemil Cicek, samedi, lors du débat devant les députés. Le gouvernement turc s’est employé hier
a rassurer Washington apres le refus, la veille, par le Parlement d’Ankara, d’autoriser le déploiement de 62 000 GI. (Photo Reuter.)
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Le cauchemar d’Ankara : un Etat kurde au sud-est de son territoire

ANKARA
de notre envoyé spécial

L'épreuve de force entre
Washington et Ankara se poursuit
Le Parti de lajustice et du dévelop-
pement (AKP), au pouvoir en Tur-
quie, vient de réclamer, le
27 février, le report jusqu’a samedi
du débat parlementaire sur la
motion autorisant le déploiement
de 62 000 militaires américains sur
le territoire national. Dernier
rebondissement d’un long feuille-
ton qui exaspére I'administration
Bush, la décision du gouverne-
ment turc révéle I'état de tension
dans lequel est plongé le pays.

Réunis au sein du Parlement
d’Ankara, les députés de I’AKP ont
tour a tour pris la parole, jeudi, a
I’occasiori’ d’une réunion &' huis
clos, la seconde en I'espace de
deux jours, pour exprimer leur
mécontentement a I'égard des
pressions de Washington. Hostiles
a I'idée d’une guerre, ils ont évo-
gué les apres tractations en cours
et les enjeux d'une participation
turque au conflit annoncé qui, de
fait, pourraient étre de nature a
réduire lapopularité de leur forma-
tion, aggraver la situation écono-
mique et déstabiliser les zones
frontaliéres.

Ankara fait des cauchemars a
I'idée d’'un Etat kurde indépendant
sur le flanc sud-est de son territoi-
re, promis un temps par les Ameéri-
cains. Le spectre d'un conflit avec
les combattants du Parti des tra-
vailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK, rebap-
tisé Kadek) et la crainte de voir les

Kurdes irakiens servir de base arrié-
re aux separatistes et «contami-
ner » les 13 a 15 millions de fréres
turcs est tenace. «Acejour, le point
d'achoppement des négociations rési-
de essentiellement sur la question de

I'apres-Saddam Hussein», admet
sous couvert de I'anonymat un
député de I'’AKP. La discrétion
qu’observe le gouvernement Bush
sur I'administration qu'il envisage-
rait de mettre en place une fois la
guerre terminée n’est pas pour ras-
surer les dirigeants turcs.

Dans les apres négociations
entre Ankara et Washington,
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, le chef de
I'AKP, a laissé entendre mercredi
que la Turquie aurait obtenu de

« Nous ne voulons pas
que [la relative
autonomie des

kurdes d’lrak] soit
encore consolidée »

YASAR YAKIS

htion Bush la possibilité
pres de 40 000 hom-
mes dans une «zone tampon »
s'enfongant de 20 a 25 kilometres
en territoire irakien. Officielle-
ment, les dirigeants turcs soutien-
nent qu’il s’agit d’'une mission
d’« aide et d'assistance » par son
armée pour faire face a un afflux
de réfugiés comme cela avait été le
cas lors de la guerre du Golfe en
1991, ou pres de 500000 Kurdes
avaient traversé la frontiere. Dans
les. faits, il s'agirait bel et bien de

forces . chargées d’assurer un
contr6le sur le Kurdistan irakien et
d’en dissuader les dirigeants de
proclamer I'indépendance. « Pour
le moment, les Kurdes (d’Irak] béné-
ficient d’'une certaine autonomie, a
récemment déclaré le ministre des
affaires étrangeres turc,. Yasar
Yakis. Nous ne voulons pas qu'elle
soit encore consolidée ou transfor-
mée en un Etatfédéral ou un Etat
indépendant. »

Les négociateurs turcs auraient
également obtenu de Washington
le désarmement des factions kurdes
du nord de I'lrak, aprés une éven-
tuelle opération américaine. Mais,
dans le méme temps, Ankara fait
montre d’une inquiétude croissante
a propos de la place de la minorité
turcophone, les Turkmeénes (2,5 mil-
lions selon les Tifrcs, 500 000 selon
les Kurdes), dans la future adminis-
tration irakienne. « Unprétextegros-
sier », rétorque Nezan Kendal, direc-
teur de I'Institut kurde de Paris, qui
souligne que la moitié d'entre eux
sont chiites, et donc opposés a une
solution turque, l'autre moitié, de
confession sunnite, ayant vu cer-
tains de leurs représentants s'allier
avec le parti Baas de Saddam
Hussein. « C'estd'n dés éléments sup-
plémentaires de déstabilisation de la
région », poursuit-il.

Longtemps accusé de monnayer
son soutien a Washington, Ankara
semble sur le point de conclure le
volet financier destiné a atténuer
I'impact économique d’un conflit.
Autotal, la Turquie devrait bénéfi-
cier de 2 a 4 milliards de dollars de.

After awar 1By Marina Ottaway

A real plan for rebuilding lrag

dons et 24 milliards de garanties
de crédit américains. «Les diri-
geants turcs savent qu'ils ont obtenu
le maximum », reconnait un expert
du dossier.

Selon différents commentateurs
et malgré la fronde qui secoue le
parti, les députés de I'AKP
devraient au final accepter trés
prochainement le déploiement
militaire américain. Le parti, qui
contréle plus de 350 sieges sur les
550 que compte le Parlement,
n‘aurait guere de mal a rassembler
les 50 % des votes nécessaires pour
adopter le texte, mais celui-ci ne
veut pas perdre la face. « Nous vou-
lons construire et renforcer notre
position commune et étre unis », a
affirmé M. Erdogan. Unis pour un
« oui » massifafin d'essayer de sor-
tir du piege irakien.

Divisés sur le plan intérieur, se
sentantisolés sur la scéne internatio-
nale, les dirigeants de I'AKP ne peu-
vent plus longtemps donner des
signes de faiblesse. Il en va de leur
survie. En premiére ligne, I'armée
turque pourrait en profiter et retrou-
ver son leadership dans le jeu politi-
gue turc, au grand dam du gouver-
nement d’Ankara empétré dans un
réle d'équilibriste entre le passage
mal accepté par la population des
soldats américains sur le territoire et
le réle primordial assigné aux forces
militaires turques pour assurer la
sécurité de larégion.

Nicolas Bourder

WASHINGTON

he plan for post-invasion Iraq being aired by the

Bush administration is a blueprint for occupation

but not for political reconstruction. Unless the

profound difference between occupation and

political reconstruction is recognized early on, the United

States will fail to leave behind a stable Iraq, let alone one

that can serve as a model for other countries in the region.

The price of chaos in Iraq, even ifdeprived of weapons of

mass destruction, will be the continued threat of terrorism
and regional instability.

The Bush administration plans to occupy the country, run
it through a military and then a civilian administrator,
purge the Iragi military and the bureaucracy ofpro-Saddam,
Ba'athist elements, write a constitution and set up a new
government. The role of Iragis in this process will be ex-
tremely limited. Hand-picked civilians will sit on advisory
councils with no real power. Iragi-organized groups, exiled
or domestic, will be prevented from playing any part at all.

As an occupation blueprint, the plan has the virtue of
simplicity. Troublesome groups such as the squabbling ex-
ile organizations, the Kurdish parties that already govern
northern lraq, Shiite groups with potential ties to Iran,
Sunni groups with potential ties to Saudi Arabia and tribes
with their convoluted divisions would all be shunted aside,

allowing U.S. administrators to set up a new, rational, sec-
ular political system for Iracj, although not necessarily one
based on Western democratic standards.

This is a technocratic approach well suited to a military
administration, obviating the necessity of understanding
and facing the complexity of the society. Given sufficient
money and personnel, it may even work, as long as the
country remains under U.S. military control.

While convenient to the needs ofa U.S. occupation force,
this approach does not even remotely satisfy the require-
ments for the political reconstruction of Iraq as a country

scheduled to become self-governing within one or two
years. The groups that the plan deliberately seeks to isolate
are precisely those that need to be stitched together to
make the country viable.

A two-year U.S. occupation cannot obliterate religious
and cthhic cleavages, nor eliminate long-standing political
organizations such as the exiled groups or the Kurdish
parties. Iraq is not a homogenous, secular, industrial soci-
ety, where all citizens share a common identity. Rather, it is
a society deeply divided along religious, ethnic and tribal
lines.

Differences between Sunnis and Shiites go back centu-
ries. Kurdish nationalism dates back to the dismember-
ment ofthe Ottoman Empire. The importance ofthe tribes,
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struction is also urgently needed ifthe United States is to
leave the country after one or two years. And political re-
construction does not mean fantasizing about a new coun-
try, but helping to craft a new political bargain among the
same old groups with conflicting interests and demands
that have made Iraq a deeply troubled, dysfunctional coun-
try in the past.

thought to be eroding as Iraq urbanized, was invigorated
by Saddam Hussein in his search for supporters. U.S. mil-
itary might cannot change this reality.

The future stability of Irag — vital to U.S. interests even
after the country has been cleansed of weapons of mass de-
struction — depends on whether the groups that the U.S.
plan deliberately ignores can find a way to live together in
one country and under one political system without the
heavy hand ofa dictator to force them together.

A plan for occupation is certainly needed as the United
States prepares to invade Iraqg. A plan for political recon-

The writer is a senior associate at the Carnegie Endow-
mentfor International Peace and the author of "Democracy
Challenged: The Rise of Semi-Authoritarianism."
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Une cité de 7 000 ames entre le Kurdistan autonome et I'lrak

A Kalak, sur « la frontiere
de Saddam »

Kalak :
de notre envoyée spéciale
Isabelle Lasserre

Du petit pont qui enjambe la
riviere Kalak, on voit a I'eil nu
les soldats irakiens patrouiller
sur la créte des collines. Entrer
et sortir de leurs casemates.
Scruter I'horizon a la jumelle.
Effectuer des rondes en 4 x 4
couleur sable.

Depuis qu’une région auto-
nome a été créée pour les
Kurdes du nord de I'lrak,
aprés la premiére guerre du
Golfe en 1991, Kalak vit a por-
tée de tir de I'armée irakienne.
Les maisons les plus reculées
de ce village de 7 000 habi-
tants' sont a moins de
200 metres des lignes enne-
mies. Les gens du coin I'appel-
lent « la frontiere de Sad-
dam ». C’est le seul point de
passage, dans la région, entre
le Kurdistan autonome et I'lrak
baasiste.

Un grand sourire aux lévres,
Iair tout & fait décontracté bien
que sa cahute.soit dans la ligne
de mire des troupes ira-
kiennes, Mohamed Kerim est
le responsable de ce dernier
poste de contrdle kurde. Avec
la perspective de la guerre qui
se rapproche, le trafic routier,
dit-il, a baissé d’intensité ces
derniers jours. Mais il ne s'est
pas interrompu. C6té kurde,
des voitures bourrées d'enfants
prennent encore le risque de
traverser la frontiere pour se
rendre a I’hopital de Mossoul
ou, affirme-t-on, les soins sont
meilleurs qu’au Kurdistan.
Coté irakien, camions et voi-
tures continuent d'aller et venir
pour le business et les trafics
en tous genres.

Mohamed, un chauffeur de
taxi kurde de Mossoul, fait part
de son dilemme. «.Le jour ou
la guerre commencera, qu'est-
ce qui sera le plus risqué pour
moi : étre pris dans une ba-
taille entre Irakiens et Améri-

Un village en premiére ligne

lows de
peuplement kurde

limite de latone
autonome kurde

Zoneadministrée
par le Parti Démocratique
du Kurdistan (POK)

Zone administrée
B par 'Union Patriotique
du Kurdistan (UPK)
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Source : /nsiitut kurde de Paris

cains a Mossoul ou sous les
armes chimiques de Saddam
au Kurdistan ? » Comme tous
ceux qui font l'aller-retour de
part et d'autre de la frontiére, il
a longuement observé le re-
trait, jeudi dernier, des forces
irakiennes. « Les troupesfron-
taliéres, dit-il, ont été rappe-
lées pour renforcer la défense
des villes et notamment de
Mossoul et de Tikrit », la ville
natale de Saddam Hussein, le
bastion du pouvoir baasiste.

Bien que leur village soit le
plus exposé de la région, les
habitants de Kalak affirment
ne pas avoir organisé leur dé-
fense. « Nous n'avons recu au-
cune consigne. Nous pouvons
juste compter sur une cinquan-
taine de pechmergas (combat-
tants) et sur la bonne volonté
des civils », explique le respon-
sable de la sécurité. Aucune
mesure de protection non plus
contre une éventuelle attaque
chimique des forces de Sad-
dam.

« Notre gouvernement a de-
mandé des masques a gaz a
I'Occident. Mais on ne nous a
rien envoyé. Nous sommes
nus. Notre seule protection
contre le régime de Saddam
nous vient de Dieu », s’em-
porte un vieux du village, Is-
mail Djemil. Aprés avoir passé
douze ans a portée de tir de
I'armée irakienne, les gens du
coin, dit-il, sont devenus fata-
listes. « En 1991, nous avons
dd fuir notre village. En 1998,
les troupes irakiennes nous
ont bombardés. Depuis, ils ont

miné les champs ou paissent
nos bétes. Nous redoutons les
incursions d'agents irakiens
en civil. Mais nous sommes
habitués a la guerre, a la
peur, aux situations difficiles.
C est notre quotidien depuis si
longtemps. Aucun peuple au
monde n'a souffert autant que
les Kurdes sous le régime de
Saddam. »

Mais si les habitants de Ka-

lak n’ont pas organisé la dé-
fense de leur village, c’est
avant tout parce qu'ils comp-
tent sur les Américains pour le
faire. « Ils ont promis de nous
protéger et de nous défendre.
Nous les laisserons agir a
notre place. Lorsque les
hommes de Bush arriveront
ici, on dansera. Et puis, on ira
se réfugier pres de lafrontiére
turque, le plus loin possible de
la ligne defront, en attendant
que tout soit terminé », ex-
plique le responsable local du
Parti démocratique du Kurdis-
tan (PDK), Cheto Ramdan.

Les Kurdes de Kalak n’ont
guere de doute sur I'issue du
conflit qui s'annonce. Pour eux,
la guerre est déja presque ga-
gnée. « Les soldats irakiens.
explique un pechmerga. vien-
nent nous voir régulierement
pour nous dire qu'ils n'ont au-
cune intention de se battre et
gu'au premier coup de canon,
ils vont déserter et venir se ré-
fugier au Kurdistan. »

L’histoire récente lui a ce-
pendant appris a se « méfier
des intentions des uns et des
autres ». « En 1991, les Amé-
ricains nous ont abandonnés
apreés nous avoir incités a la
révolte. Espérons que cette
fois les pays occidentaux tien-
dront leurs promesses. Mais
pourquoi la France continue-
t-elle a s'opposer a Bush et a
I'éradication du cancer ira-
kien ? »

Davantage que les troupes
de .Saddam, c’est en fait l'arri-
vée, dans le sillage des Améri-
cains, de I'armée turque qui in-
quiete les Kurdes d'lrak du
Nord. « Les Turcs veulentfaire
revivre I'Empire ottoman. lls
veulent envahir I'lrak du Nord
et s'emparer de Mossoul et de
son pétrole. Il est de la respon-
sabilité de I'Occident de les en
empécher », affirme Sallah, le
responsable de la sécurité de
Kalak. « Les Kurdes, poursuit-
il, ont repris espoir pour la
premiere fois depuis long-
temps grace aux Américains.
lls n'ont pas l'intention de lais-
ser s’installer une nouvelle
dictature, turque, a la place de
I'ancienne, irakienne. »
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An lranian-backed brigade sets up
camp in Northern Iraqg

By C.J. Chivers

The New York Times

ZIMNAKO MOUNTAIN, Irag: Ad-
vance elements of the Badr Brigade, an
Iranian-backed militia that includes
many deserters from the Iraqi Army, are
building a new military encampment in
northern lragq, and preparing to move
several thousand fighters into the area,
according to local Kurdish officials fa-
miliar with the deployment and a visit
to the camp.

The expanding activities of the bri-
gade, which intelligence officials say re-
ceives support from the Iranian Revolu-
tionary Guards and might fight as an
Iranian proxy against President Sad-
dam Hussein, pose fresh diplomatic
challenges to both the Kurdish authorit-
ies and the United States.

The camp is situated about 18 kilome-
ters (11 miles) inside Irag and about 215
kilometers from Baghdad, in territory
outside the Iragi government’s control
and administered by Kurds. It included
94 squad-sized tents Saturday and more

than 120 Sunday afternoon, enough to Wwith Washington have been prickly. Iraqi territory. The Patriotic Union has &=
shelter more than 1,000 of the group’s  The Supreme Council has made cleai ot acted on the request, and a senior <
fighters. its displeasure with the notion of any Official said Sunday night that develop- 5
As the tents rose, the brigade’s inten- American occupation in Irag, and, ina Mments at the camp were being closely b~
tion of occupying Iragi territory was recent interview, a council official said followed and discussed. ~ =
clear. The fighters, who call themselves the current U.S. military buildup was _ “We are reviewing the situation,” he
mujahidin, had already opened a small the latest manifestation of a Washing- said. oa
grocery, had at least one anti-aircraft ton blunder. _
machine gun and a large ammunition The official, Galib Asadi, a council Kurtish v\ o ‘
bunker, and were digging latrines representative in northern Iraq, noted Mosul \Paily - URiéhBE
throughout a series of rocky bluffs at that after the Gulf War in 1991, the Kyrdistan
the base ofthis mountain. United States allowed Iraq to keep much | 36 Tit PARAH H _\é
A supervisor said they were prepared Of its army and to use helicopter gun- KURDISH CONTROLLED '( o
to join with Kurds to resist a Turkish in- ships to suppress uprisings that almost REGION * >
cursion into northern Irag. "If our su- toppled Saddam. "If the United States 5
preme council approves it, we will sup- didn't help the Iragi regime in 1991, it oD
port them against the Turks,” said would not need this war," he said. 2
Murtaza Musawi, who identified him- Asadi also suggested that the bri- ’QA
selfas the camp security officer. gade's military activities would be IRAQ WV * \ W

That appears to be the sort of pros-
pect that has raised concern in Wash-

ington, where the Bush administration
has tried to limit regional intervention
in the event of war with Iraq and has
labeled Iran a member of the “axis of
evil.”

“We think any Iranian presence or
Iranian-supported presence in that re-
gion is destabilizing and not positive,"
Richard Boucher, spokesman for the
State Department, said last month.

The new camp is sign of the deeply
tangled local situation the United States
confronts as it prepares for war here.

The Badr Brigade, estimated to have
15,000 fighters in all, is the military
wing of the Supreme Council for the Is-
lamic Revolution in Irag, a member of
the Iragi National Congress, an um-
brella opposition group that has been
backed by the United States.

But the brigade also has long resided
in Iran, which provides it with material,
intelligence and training support, intel-
ligence officials said. It sees itself as a
prominent voice for Shiite Muslims,
who make up approximately 60 percent
of the Iragi population. Its relations

wholly independent of American plans.
“We are not going to fight alongside the

Americans,” he said. “We were fighting
the Iraqgi regime when the United States
was helping the lraqgi regime, and we
will continue to fight the regime wheth-
er the United States comes or not.”

Tensions between Washington and
Iran have presented the Kurdish author-
ities with a delicate problem.

Kurds want a military and political
partnership with the United States, and
are loath to fall on Washington’s bad

side just at the moment they expect Sad-
dam to be forced from power. But they
have long-standing relations with the
Supreme Council and Iran.

Many Kurds, particularly in the Pa-
triotic Union of Kurdistan, which took
refuge in Iran in 1996 when the rival
Kurdistan Democratic Party attacked
them with Iragi forces, feel a loyalty to
their Iranian neighbors. Some also sym-
pathize with the brigade, whose fighters

and their families have suffered terribly
under Saddam.

Kurdish officials said the brigade had
asked them to allow 5,000 troops onto

VX Baghdad AN
I3FID PAfiALI. CI " * J

Hasan Sarbakhshian/The Associated Press

Tents ofthe Badr Brigade near Kanichnara, about 215 kilometers from Baghdad, on Monday. The territory is controlled by Kurds.
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Further Information on UA 69/02 (MDE 13/005/2002, 6 March 2002) Torture/lImminent execution

IRAN 12 Kurdish minority rights activists, including 11 supporters of the Kurdish Democratic
Party of Iran (KDPI) and one supporter of Komala, the Kurdistan section of the
Communist Party in Iran (CPI)
Five Arab minority rights activists

According to information published by the Kurdish Democratic Party of Iran (KDPI) six people, all
former members or supporters of the KDPI, were executed between 7 and 13 October 2002 They
included four of those named in the original UA Amnesty International has no information regarding
any charges or legal proceedings faced by any of the six individuals

Reportedly executed are: Muhammad Sharverani, who had been sentenced to death in 2000; Khaled
Shoghi, who was reportedly forcibly returned from Turkey, and arrested and tortured in 1997; Saleh
Goudarzi, who was sentenced to death in 1999, and Jalil Zeva'i, who was reportedly tortured prior to
his execution Also executed were Hamzeh Ghaderi, and an unidentified woman, possibly related to
Hamzeh Ghaderi.

There is no new information regarding the others named in the original UA: Khaled Faraidouni, Nader
Afani, Hasan Mahmoudi, Kheder Viesi, Rasul Abdollahpour, Anvar Alizadeh, Mohammad Esmailzadeh or
Esmaili, Mohammad Mehdi Zaliye, and the five Arab men, Fadhil Mugaddam, Rahim Sawari, Amir Sa’
idi, Hashem Bawi and ‘Abbas Sherhani

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The KDPI seeks autonomy for Iranian Kurdistan and states that it "rejects all acts of terrorism
and planting bombs in public places" The Kurds and Arabs are two of Iran's ethnic minority groups
The increased reports of executions in the Iranian province of Kordestan and reports of mass arrests in
the province of Khuzestan may be rooted to several factors notably the apparently increased security
measures implemented in both areas in line with growing political tension over possible military action
in neighbouring Irag For example, on 5 November 2002 two men, Mostafa Jula and Ali Kak Jalil, both
former members of Komala, a Kurdish political organization affiliated to the Communist Party of Iran
(CPI), were reportedly executed in the city of Marivan They were reportedly neither questioned nor
tried Most recently, on 2 March 2003 Mohammad Golabi, a member of Komala, was reportedly
executed by hanging No information about the charges or his trial are known There are widespread
fears that these executions are being used to frighten the population

Amnesty International recorded 113 executions in Iran in 2002, although the true figure may be much
higher The death penalty is the ultimate cruel, inhuman and degrading punishment, a violation of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights Iran is a state party to the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR), Article 6 of which states that in countries which have not abolished the death
penalty, sentence of death may be imposed only for the most serious crimes Under Article 14 (5),
those convicted have the right to appeal against death sentences
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RECOMMENDED ACTION: Please send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible, in English, French,
Kurdish, Arabic or your own language:

- expressing grave concern that the death sentences have been carried out against Muhammad
Sharverani, Khaled Shoghi Saleh Goudarzi , Jalil Zeva'i, Hamzeh Ghaderi, and an unidentified woman;
and those against Mohammad Golabi and reportedly Mostafa Jula, Ali Kak Jalil;

- seeking clarification of the circumstances surrounding the execution of the individuals named above
and details of their trial proceedings, including the specific charges against them;

- stating that Amnesty International recognizes the rights and responsibilities of governments to bring
to justice those suspected of criminal offences but strongly opposes the death penalty as the ultimate
cruel, inhuman and degrading punishment;

- reminding the authorities that the death penalty is in violation of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), to which Iran is a state
party;

- calling for the immediate clarification of the whereabouts of Khaled Faraidouni, Nader Afani, Hasan
Mahmoudi, Kheder Viesi, Rasul Abdollahpour, Anvar Alizadeh, Mohammad Esmailzadeh or Esmaili,
Mohammad Mehdi Zaliye, and the five Arab men, Fadhil Mugaddam, Rahim Sawari, Amir Sa'idi,
Hashem Bawi and'Abbas Sherhani and any others that are detained;

- asking to be given details of their trial proceedings, including the specific charges against them, and
enquiring if they have been allowed to appeal against their convictions and sentences, as guaranteed
by Article 14 (5) of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR);

- seeking assurances that all detainees are treated humanely and are given prompt and regular access to
relatives, lawyers and medical attention as necessary

APPEALS TO:

Leader of the Islamic Republic

His Excellency Ayatollah Sayed ‘Ali Khamenei,

The Presidency, Palestine Avenue,

Azerbaijan Intersection, Tehran, Islamic Republic of

Iran

Telegrams: Ayatollah Khamenei, Tehran, Iran

Salutation: Your Excellency

Email: webmaster@wilayah org; (on the
subject line write: For the attention
of the office of His Excellency,
Ayatollah al Udhma Khamenei, Qom)

President

His Excellency Hojjatoleslam val Moslemin Sayed
Mohammad Khatami

The Presidency, Palestine Avenue

Azerbaijan Intersection, Tehran, Islamic Republic of
Iran

Telegrams: President Khatami, Tehran, Iran
E-mail: khatami@president.ir

Salutation: Your Excellency

Head of the Judiciary

His Excellency Ayatollah Mahmoud Hashemi Shahrudi
Ministry of Justice

Park-e Shahr

Tehran
Islamic Republic of Iran
Telegrams: Head of Judiciary, Tehran, Iran

Faxes: + 98 21 879 6671 (number may
be unreliable; please mark "'care of
Director of International Affairs,
Judiciary'")

Salutation: Your Excellency

COPIES TO:

Minister of Foreign Affairs,

His Excellency Kamal Kharrazi

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Sheikh Abdolmajid Keshk-

e Mesri Av

Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran

Telegrams: Foreign Affairs Minister, Tehran,
Iran

Faxes: + 98 21 390 1999 (number may
be unreliable; please mark *'care of
the Human Rights Department,
Foreign Ministry)

Salutation: Your Excellency

COPIES TO: Diplomatic representatives of Iran accredited to your country

PLEASE SEND APPEALS IMMEDIATELY. Check with the International Secretariat, or your section office,

if sending appeals after 14 April 2003

10
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The quality of consensus strained

Argument, sniping, arm-twisting: itall moves back to the Security Council

HE campaign by President George
Bush to see Iraq disarmed of weapons

opportunity” to disarm: diplomatic lan-
guage understood by everyone, at the

of mass destruction, come what may, hasime, to mean that an Iragi refusal to com-

always had many fronts other than the
military one. On February 26th, Mr Bush
sought to quiet criticism that his deter-
mination to deal with Irag was leading
him to neglect two equally thorny pro-
blems: how to advance peace between Is-
raelis and Palestinians, and what to do
with Iraq after a war that may be only a
matter of weeks away. On the first, he
made rather general promises; on the sec-
ond, he sounded a much bolder note as a
liberator, democrat and nation-builder,
not a conqueror or bully (see page 44).

Whether or not he manages to appease
his critics on these points, Mr Bush faces an
uphill struggle to achieve his other imme-
diate objective: getting a second resolution
through the United Nations Security
Council. Governments of many countries,
including Britain, his close ally in both
arms and diplomacy, would prefer to have
such council backing, if only to persuade
reluctant publics and rebellious parlia-
ments that military action to disarm Iraq
would bejustified.

Neither Mr Bush nor Mr Blair feels
much need for extra legal cover. The UN’s
Resolution 1441, passed unanimously in
November, promised ‘“serious conse-
quences” if Iraq failed to take this “final

ply would be met with force. However, Mr
Bush too sees the value, politically and
diplomatically, of working foras much un
consensus as possible, if only to make it
easier for other countries and organisa-
tions to join in the reconstruction of Iraq
once any war is over.

To that end, on February 24th the Un-
ited States, Britain and Spainjointly tabled
a draft resolution that they hope will come
to a vote shortly after Hans Bljx, the UN'’s
chief weapons-inspector for Iraq, next ad-
dresses the Security Council on March 7th.
The resolution, which reminds everyone
that Saddam Hussein was given his final
opportunity to disarm last November, and
concludes that he has “failed to take that fi-
nal opportunity”, has been deliberately
pitched to draw as much support as possi-
ble. Even those who doubt the wisdom of
fighting a war about it would not argue
that Mr Hussein has yet done what was
asked of him. To pass, the resolution needs
to attract nine votes from the 15-member
council and no vetoes from its permanent
members (who, apart from America and
Britain, include France, Russia and China).
That still looks atall order, on both counts.

This should really be seen as “an up
and down vote on whether or not the Se-

curity Council is going to reinforce Resolu-
tion 1441" argued Condoleezza Rice, Mr
Bush’s national security adviser, this
week. But although that resolution put the
onus squarely on Iragto disarm, not on the
UN's inspectors to catch him cheating, sev-
eral governments, including that of France,
have since backtracked. Although Britain’s
prime minister, Tony Blair, this week de-
clared it “absurd” to expect the inspectors
to be able to diasarm Irag without its
proper and full co-operation, Germany's
Gerhard Schroder and France's Jacques
Chirac emerged from a meetingin Berlin to
say the opposite: that inspections could
still disarm Iraqg peacefully. “We see no rea-
son in this context to change our logic,
which is the logic of peace, and switch to
the logic of war,” they added.

Indeed France, whose determination to
block un approval of American action
against Iraq has split both the transatlantic
alliance and the European Union, has im-
plied itmight use its veto. That, said Amer-
ica’'s ambassador to France this week,
would be considered “an unfriendly act”.
Akin to a bullet in the back, agreed one of
Mr Chirac’s worried parliamentary allies.

So far, the only certain No vote is
Syria’s. But this week France, backed by
Germany and so far by Russia too, put for-
ward a “memorandum” which, it hopes,
will block any chance of council support »

11
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Spécial report Dealing with Iraq

for military action by instead winning
agreementto extend inspectionsin Iraq for
at least four months more. Although the
paper acknowledges that inspections
“cannot continue indefinitely”, it calls for
inspectors to be given more help, and for
Iraq to be given a list by March ist of things
it must do-something inspectors have
avoided in the past, since it removes, in ef-
fect, the obligation on Iraq to disclose fully
all aspects of its hidden weapons pro-
grammes.

If France could stir up enough opposi-
tion to the new draft resolution, it could
hope to defeat it in the Security Council
without having to use an “unfriendly”
veto. Might it manage to achieve that? Of
the remaining council members apart
from America, Britain and Spain, only Bul-
garia has thrown its full weight behind the
draft resolution so far; China has been ha-
vering; Mexico is dithering (see page 49)-
That still leaves Angola, Cameroon, Chile,
Guinea and Pakistan to play for, and both
sides have been lobbying them hard.

Might the inspectors make up their
minds for them? Mr Blix has been keen not
to seem to turn down the extra help that
France and others want to give him. But he
has emphasised inthe past thatitis not his
job to play cat-and-mouse with the Iraqi
regime, and that no number of inspectors
can substitute for Iraq’s willingness to co-
operate in its own disarmament. That
seems unlikely to happen at this late stage,
though both America and Britain are still
taking care notto be seen to rule itout.

Mr Hussein, meanwhile, is considering
what to do about a letter from Mr Blix de-
manding that by Saturday he start destroy-
ing his al-Samoud 2 rockets and several
hundred illegally imported missile en-
gines. The inspectors have determined
that the rockets are capable of flying be-
yond the 150km limit the un has imposed
on Iraqg's missiles. But Mr Hussein seemed
to indicate in an interview with cbs News
this week that he might refuse. “We do not
have missiles that go beyond the pro-
scribed range," he insisted. No doubt the
Iraqi top brass, fearing a war, would like to
hang on to such weaponry. But Mr Hus-
sein also knows that a refusal to comply
would go down badly even with countries
that have been reluctantto endorse the use
of force againstIrag.

Perhaps hoping to mollify any harden-
ing opinion, Irag has sent the inspectors
six letters including extra information (its
officials say) to back up its claims to have
destroyed chemical and biological weap-
ons unilaterally after the last Gulf war. It
has also reported recovering a bomb con-
taining unspecified "liquid” from a site
where it says biological weapons were de-
stroyed. What it has not provided is the
mass of documents that inspectors have
always suspected exist in government
files. Those will tell a fuller story about

what Irag did with the illicit weapons it
produced, and in what quantities it pro-
duced them.

For Iraq, persuading the world that it is
worth continuing with inspections, how-
ever slowly it ekes out its co-operation
with them, is its main diplomatic line of
defence against a war. Yet it is hard to ar-
gue, as the French memorandum on rein-
forced inspections did this week, that in-
spections are currently working “without
hindrance”. When he next reports to the
council, Mr Blix will no doubt explain
where Irag has co-operated and where it
has not. But one thing he has never for-

The Kurds, Irag and war

Sitting ducks?
CHAMCHAMALANDKALAK

Preparations forwarinnorthernlraq

JRD1SH agents and traders who pass
through the checkpoints at Cham-

chamal and Kalak, the nearest Kurd-con-

trolled points to Kirkuk and Mosul,
report back on Saddam Hussein’s prepa-
rations for defending the two northern
cities. Kirkuk, which the Kurds briefly
seized at the end of the Gulf war, has oil,
as does the area round Mosul, which
also controls a vital pipeline. Mr Hus-
sein, says one Kurdish informant, is turn-
ing the towns into vast human shields.

According to these reports, residents
have been ordered to stock up on food;
once the fighting starts, those who ven-
ture outside will be shot. The army has
put anti-aircraft batteries on the roofs of
apartment buildings, while Baath Party
and intelligence offices have been
moved to secret places. Some say that
Kirkuk’s oil wells have been mined. In
Kirkuk, the Iragis are said to have built
bunkers in Kurdish areas and are man-
ning them with a home guard, report-
edly of press-ganged locals. Mosul has a
similar home-guard force.

The ruling factions in the autono-
mous zone, the puk and the kdp, have
had to promise the Americans and TUrks
that, this time, they will not make a
lunge for either Kirkuk and Mosul. Tur-
key. in particular, is greatly concerned to-
prevent the oilfields from falling into
Kurdish hands.

Even so, once the cities have been
taken by the Americans, the puk and the
kdp intend to encourage tens of thou-
sands of Kurds, expelled under Mr Hus-
sein’s policy of Arabisation, to return
and reclaim their homes from the Arab
Iragis now occupying them. A smaller
number of Turkmen, in whose welfare
TUrkey expresses fraternal interest, in-
tend to do the same. Civil war could en-
sue, providing TUrkey with yet another
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mally asked the council foris more time for
inspections. Whether that can really make
the difference in disarming lIraq is some-
thing he would evidently prefer council
members to decide for themselves.

Though both France and Russia have
left themselves room to change their
minds on the issue (as Germany has not),
they now have little time in which to do it.
Both America and Britain continue to in-
sist that if the council refuses to enforce
Resolution 1441, they will do so, and
quickly too. The chances of keeping the Se-
curity Council united behind them look
perilously slim. m

Mr Hussein, Kurds may kill each other.

If or when war breaks out, a mass ex-
odus from Kurdish cities to the hills is ex-
pected. puk and kdp officials are
starting to warn people about Iraqi
chemical attacks. But requests for gas
masks and other protective equipment
have been deferred by America and the
eu, wary that help will imply political
recognition. Foreign ngos, reluctant to
give the impression that war is inev-
itable, are not helping either.

Historically accustomed to isolation,
Kurds wince at reports that TUrkey, far to
the north, is to receive early-warning air-
craft and chemical-weapons defences
from its nato partners. Those same
TUrks, according to Kurdish officials,
have vetoed Kurdish requests for defen-
sive weapons. Local reports suggest that
Iragi missiles, possibly Scuds, have been
brought to within easy range of the
main towns in the autonomous zone.
The Kurds, says a foreign-aid worker, are
sitting ducks.
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Turkey and the United States

The end of the dance

ANKARA

Turkey gets cash and ahandle on the Kurds; Americagets a free hand

T WAS a question of choosing the lesser

of two evils. Should Turkey side with

Americainawar against Saddam Hussein,
or not? After months of prevarication, the
ruling Justice and Development Party, in
close consultation with the country’s pow-
erful generals, has reluctantly concluded
that it is in Turkey's best interests to stick
with its closest and most powerful ally.

On February 25th, the government
handed a motion to parliament to allow
the deployment of 62,000 American com-
bat troops from Turkish soil into Iragq (an
unspecified number of Turkish soldiers,
perhaps as many as 40,000, will also go
into Kurdish-controlled northern Iraq).
The government had not yet struck a final
deal on a package from the Americans that
would cushion the effects of a war on Tur-
key’s wobbly economy, and had reached
no precise agreement on what the Turkish
army will do in the mountains of northern
Irag. In effect, it had given in to America’s
unrelenting pressure.

The parliament, where the ruling party
(better known as ak, initials that spell
“dean or “white” in IUrkish) has a firm
majority, was expected to vote on the mo-
tion by February 28th, as The Economist
went to press. Despite divisions within
AK-many of whose members, including
the party chairman, Tayyip Erdogan, and
the prime minister, Abdullah Gul, began
their political careers in a party that was
vigorously Islamist and hardly pro-Ameri-
can--the bill was expected to pass.

If it does, the Pentagon’s planners will

have secured the greatest strategic prize of
all in their campaign to overthrow Sad-
dam Hussein. Using TUrkey as a spring-
board, thousands of American troops will
be able to pour into northern Irag, where
they can open a second front against their
Iraqi adversaries. A northern front should
not only accelerate victory and reduce the
number of American casualties, but will
enable the Americans to take control of the
oilfields around Kirkuk and Mosul. A swift
enough takeover of the oilfields would
prevent an attempt by the Iragi leader to
blow them up, and stop the TUrks and
Kurds from arriving there first and getting
into a fight for them. Not least, with TUrkey
on their side, the Americans hope to prove
to the broader Muslim world that this is a
war against Saddam Hussein’s brutal poli-
cies, not against Islam.

What will TUrkey gain? The ak's lead-
ers have had huge trouble explaining that
partto alargely anti-war public. Most polls
show well over 90% of Kirks opposed to a
war with Saddam. Bulent Arinc, the fiery
ak speaker of the parliament-who, to-
gether with millions of other TUrks, flicks
his lights on and offevery nightat 8 o’clock
by way of protest-has been threatening to
sit on the bill until a second un resolution
is passed. The president, Ahmet Necdet
Sezer, commented this week that “the real
cost of war will be fully understood when
corpses start coming home.”

It is the economic cost to TUrkey that
troubles officials most. TUrkey is only just
beginning to shake off the effects of a two-

Sperial report Dealing with Iraq

year recession in which the value of the
lirafell by halfand thousands of TUrks lost
their jobs, 301,000 in the latest quarter
alone. One of the country’s rare hard-cur-
rency earners, the tourist industry, has al-
ready been hit by the looming conflict,
with bookings for this year cancelled by
the thousands. All in all, the Union of Turk-
ish Chambers of Commerce reckons the
war will cost the country $16 billion.

From the generals’ point of view, the
bigger threat is what happens in northern
Irag. They are convinced that the Iraqi
Kurds' “secret agenda”, tacitly blessed by
America, is to declare their independence
once Mr Hussein has been overthrown,
and that Turkey’s own Kurds will then try
tojoin them. That is why they are insisting
on sending tens of thousands of 1Urkish
troops into the Kurdish part of Irag.

With the Bush administration appar-
ently determined to take on Saddam, Tur-
key's economy is set to suffer in the short
term anyway. Better, then, to shake hands
with the Americans and get some money.
And betterstill ifthe Americans agree to let
Turkish troops into northern Iraq, together
with a solid promise that the United States
will not back Kurdish independence.

That is what the ak government has
been holding out for during weeks oftense
negotiations. In the event, the United
States has agreed to give TUrkey $6 billion
in grants and $24 billion in loan guaran-
tees. The last remaining hitch was that Tur-
key, as of February 26th, was still resisting
American demands that the package be
supervised by the im¥. And, amid cries of
betrayal from the Iragi Kurds, the Ameri-
cans have also bowed to IUrkish demands
to set up a cordon sanitaire, perhaps as
deep as 40km (25 miles), inside northern
Irag. (The Americans have agreed to arm
and disarm the Kurds in the presence of
the TUrks, who wanted to take charge of
this themselves.) A final Turkish condition,
at which the Americans balked, was that
everything should be putin writing.

This long wrangling, which has left a
sour taste in American mouths, has none-
theless reinforced the feeling of most TUrks
that ak has done its best to protect the na-
tional interest. But worrying questions re-
main. What if the Iragi Kurds make good
theirthreat to resist the Turkish troops? The
Kurds may be no match for the Turkish
army, but they could still bog them down
in another guerrilla war, aided and abet-
ted by the 5,000 or so TUrkish-Kurd fighters
based in their territory.

And what of relations with Europe?
Since France and Germany are still op-
posed to war, though many other Europe-
ans are not, will Turkey’s collaboration
with America poison its chances ofjoining
the European Union? The TUrks can only
hope that a swift American victory will
put paid to headaches like that-a victory
made easier, of course, by Turkey’s help. =
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Lying In Walt
In Kurdistan

Saddam’s troops prepare for possible showdowns
with both the Americans and the Kurds

By MICHAEL WARE HALABJA

long avast front line snaking
through northern Iraq, in bunkers
and staging posts only a few miles
from an estimated 50,000 anti-
Baghdad Kurdish fighters, Saddam
Hussein has stationed tens ofthou-

draggled Iraqi soldiers are unwilling to die
for a leader they loathe.

Saddam has made a different calcula-
tion. He believes that in the event of war,
fear of his wrath and uncertainty over his
demise will press his men into one last
battle. Crossing the heavily mined no-
man’'s-land near the Kurdish town of

sands ofbadly fed, sadly equipped conscfipiichamal in recent weeks, two Iraqi
from his | and V Corps of the Iragi armgleBgiters have brought tales of a buildup.

the Kurdish fighters, known as the peshmer-
ga (those who face death), are not worried
about their enemy’s proximity. These be-

14

They say Saddam is pushing heavy armor
and ammunition forward. A Kurdish secu-
rity official, among the first to interrogate

the men, says, “They don't want to, but
Baghdad is ordering these units to fight."
As U.S. forces continue to encircle Iraq in
a looming military action, Saddam's troops
are preparing for possible showdowns with
both American and Kurdish forces. But the
Kurdish fighters seem more concerned
about the presence of another foe: .Ansar al-
Islam, the terrorist-backed, Baghdad-aligned
militia based in Kurdistan, whom they know
to be a far fiercer enemy than the Iraqis.
Along the Iraqi front, all units have been
put on full alert. Just north of the Iragi-held
oil citv of Kirkuk, a side road likely to be used
by U.S. combat troops is being buttressed
with Iragi tanks, “all camouflaged so only the
gun barrels are obvious,” says an officer at a
nearby Kurdish gun position. Jn this disl'ict
around Quitan Jukov, the Iragis have closed
many of the smaller roads used by Chilians
passing between the lines. For more than 10
days, Iragi engineers have been gouging deep
trenches to slow the approach of soldiers.
The pushnungu aie watching and wait
ing, eager to engage. On the main artery
from the Kurdish city of Arbil to Kirkuk,
Kurdish, fighters man a gun post at Dawla
Bakrah. They claim to have recently ex
changed fire with the Iragi heavy guns sight-
ing their position, Taxi «.hivers, pumped by

redicts.
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both sides for intelligence, have warned the
peshmerga of recent activity that appears to
involve the placing of explosives on the
roads. Rumors are trickling in of Saddam’s
men sealing off Kurdish quarters in Kirkuk
at night to buiy mysterious barrels. Farther
east in the tiny hamlet of Tagtag, peshmerga
deputy commander Dlawer speaks of Iraqi
rocket batteries arriving at Kirkuk.

Not far from the Iraqi city of Mosul sitat
least three key oil fields. Peshmerga fighters
in Shaykh Shirwan village, surrounded on
three sides by Baghdad's V Corps, say recon-
naissance teams and intelligence sources
have spotted tanks being dug in around the
oil wells over the low rise separating the
forces. Until two weeks ago, 2nd Lieut. Ali
Qadir Jadir was with one of those tanks. A
Kurdish conscript, he deserted from the 34th
Armor Brigade of the V Corps’ 1st Mech-
anized Division, leavingbehind 155 men and
28 tanks. The weary junior officer was not
the onlyone inhisunitin-
clinedto surrender. Byhis
account, “all they think
about, from the cooks to
the officers and even the
Republican Guard em-
bedded with us, is how
the/re goingtogiveupin
a couple of weeks.”

For the peshmerga, Makhnwr. ila Bakri

it's more Wele:ome e?/i- Qurtanjukoy

dence that the battle may -

already be won. “When Ch'zi_lrr;clggr_r:i\f_y

the war starts we'll need a EUPfiMFe e

big committee to take

care of prisoners,” says a ON GUARD
; i i Lakefith-

Kurdish official on the Tharihar An Ansar al-

Dawla Bakrah line. “It
will be out of control, far
mt're than we expect.”
The Kurds believe Iraqi
conscripts will raise their hands in the air
once it's clear that Saddam is finished and
the Americans are guaranteeing amnesty.

Civilian administrators in Saddam'’s
provinces sense which way the wind is blow-
ing. A local businessman told Kurdish intel-
ligence agents that he had met with a top
Iraqgi official in a northern city. When the
businessman asked for a travel certificate al-
lowing movement from the Kurdish area to
Iraqi territory, the official advised him to wait
amonth and receive the permission from the
Kurds. ‘We've already discussed this and de-
cided to stay in our homes when the war be-
gins and wait to see whether you come to
execute us or free us,” the official confided.

Nearby, a grittier enemy is priming for

battle. In a small pocket of northeastern Iraq,
up to 700 well-trained, battle-hardened ter-
rorists backed by al-Qaeda await U.S. forces,
eager to enmesh them in a repeat of the
Afghan confrontations in Tora Bora and the
Shah-i-Kot Valley. They are the Kurdish
Islamic militants ofthe Ansar al-Islam militia,
fundamentalists who have imposed a
Taliban-like order on the villages they
now control. Western and local intelligence
sources say the militants receive support from
Saddam’s state security agencies and hard-
line Iranian interests aswell as al-Qaeda vet-
erans from Afghanistan and elsewhere.

For more than a year, Ansar has waged a
bloody military campaign against the secular
administration of the Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan, one of two political parties con-
trolling the Kurdish region in northern Iraq.
In the snow-clad mountains looming over
the hamlet of Halabja, where 5,000 people
were killed in a 1988 Iragi chemical bom-

Laden that aired on al-Jazeera Arabic satel-
lite news network in February was aimed at
these fighters. Their increased activity sug-
gests they are answering bin Laden’s call to
assist Saddam in any U.S.-led war.

While the Pentagon is focused on over-
throwing Saddam, it is not overlooking
Ansar. In the Kurdish eastern city of
Sulaymaniya, there is speculation in politi-
cal and military circles that an American of-
fensive against the Ansar redoubts may kick-
start the broader war against Saddam. After
Ansar thrashed the Kurds in December, a
U.S. intelligence team toured the peshmer-
gafrontlines. Onafew occasions since then,
Westerners have been seen coming and go-
ing from the Kurdish bases around Halabja.
Last week soldiers told Time that a convoy
of pickups with tinted windows left General
Jaffa's compound with an escort of local
bodyguards that contained “U.S. officers.”

For months tire peshmerga had opted not

Islam soldier

on patrol In

Southern no-itvz6né

bardment, peshmerga front lines are hit al-
most daily by mortar barrages. The jihadists,
known to decapitate and bum prisoners
alive, overran a Kurdish position Dec. 4 of
last year, massacring more than 40 men.
Now their supply lines are feverishly chan-
neling matériel forward, including new 120-
mm mortars that have begun raining down
on Kurdish trenches. In the past month,
these extremists have been fortifying their
bunkers, bolstering their numbers. Last
week trucks visible through field binoculars
delivered the latest batch of reinforcements.

General Sheik Jaffa, who directs the
front-line Kurdish forces, believes Ansar is
bent on war with America. He claims that
the audiotape allegedly made by Osama bin

to go on the offensive, not daring to assault
Ansar's mine-laden defensive positions.
Last week that changed. On the eve of
Feb. 15, 10 Kurdish commandos took the
fight to the terrorists. They stole up on an
isolated enemy bunker and briefly captured
it, killing an unknown number of the 25 mil-
itants they found. Three nights later, they
did itagain. They have been emboldened by
their belief that a U.S.-backed offensive is
imminent. Jaffa won't be drawn out on any
such plans and refuses to discuss the possi-
bility of U.S. involvement in his operations.
But he seems to be counting on it. “This isa
war, and they attack us,” he says. “We must
fight them in many different ways until we
launch the last great offensive.” ]
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THE OPPOSITION

Ending Conference, Iragi Dissidents Insist on

Self-Government

By JUDITH MILLER

SALAHEDDIN, lIraq, March 1 —
Iraqi opposition leaders ended their
first conference on Iragi soil in 10
years today, insisting on the right of
Iragis to govern themselves if Sad-
dam Hussein is ousted and creating a
political framework for a post-libera-
tion leadership.

Their four-page statement, issued
late tonight, also opposed allowing
Turkey to move military forces into
northern Iraq, while expressing ap-
preciation for American efforts to
build the broadest possible coalition
against Mr. Hussein.

Despite fierce debates over the
statement’s wording, which caused
the meeting to drag on a day longer
than planned, the communiqué was
unanimously approved by the 54
members of the opposition group’s
65-member steering committee who
were present. Many of them traveled
thousands of miles from far-flung
exile to meet in this largely isolated
enclave that Iraqi Kurds have effec-
tively controlled since the early
1990’s, when the United States estab-
lished a no-flight zone that is off-

1181

limits to lraqi forces.

"Power should be transferred to
the Iraqi people and their true repre-
sentatives as soon as possible,” the
statement said.

The wording reflected the dissi-
dents' determined effort to bridge
the vast political, ethnic and reli-
gious differences that have enabled
critics to disparage them as frac-
tious and ineffectual.

Compromises were made by all,
delegates said, even by Zalmay Kha-
lilzad, President Bush’s special en-
voy, who lobbied unsuccessfully
against the group’s efforts to appoint
a six-member group to serve as the
nucleus of a post-Hussein govern-
ment.

Seeking to allay concerns about a
planned interim American military
government to run the country once
Mr. Hussein is overthrown, Mr. Kha-
lilzad said such rule would not last a
moment longer than needed to se-
cure and stabilize Iraq.

‘T want to tell the Iraqi people that
help is on its way,” he said.

The most contentious parts of the
final statement concerned Turkey’s
declared intention to send troops into
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northern Irag during a war, and the
opposition of a militant Shiite group
that is based in Iran, the Supreme
Council for the Islamic Revolution in
Irag, to wording that would have
"welcomed” the ouster of Mr. Hus-
sein by American forces.

Delegates conferred late into the
night, and Mr. Khalilzad shuttled
among the new, relatively lavish
Kurdish guesthouses trying to secure
language that would not antagonize
Turkey and further complicate
American efforts to base United
States forces there.

As the dissidents were finishing
their final statement, the Turkish
Parliament rejected the American
proposal to basé troops in Turkey,
which would have opened the way lo
allowing the Turkish troops into
northern Iraq.

Several Kurdish representatives
said they hoped Turkey’s action
would prompt the United States to
give their militias at ms and a larger
role in a possible war.

The past decade of relative autono-
my has enabled the Kurds, a non-
Arab minority in li aq, to build a free

* iT/f

Agence France-Presse

Dissidents at talks yesterday. From left, closest to microphones, were Massoud Barzani, a Kurdish leader;
Abdelaziz el-Hakim, a Shiite; Jalal Talabani, a Kurdish rival; and Ahmad Chalabi, Iragi National Congress,
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and bustling — if still poor and isolat-
ed — enclave here. Kurds, whose
villages were gassed and razed by
Mr. Hussein, fear the loss of that
autonomy in a war that might result
in Turkish domination, or their reuni-
fication with a new central govern-
ment in Baghdad-

The Kurds also remain suspicious
of the United States, which betrayed
Kurdish uprisings in 1975 and 1991.
Though Kurdish groups say they
want to remain within a federated
Irag, their leaders still fear that
Washington might abandon them to
secure access to Turkish bases.

A senior administration official
said that any placement of Turkish
troops in northern lrag would be
aimed at controlling its border and
stopping refugee flows, confined to
the border area and, above all, tem-
porary.

But Massoud Barzani, the leader
of the Kurdistan Democratic Party,
the group that controls the enclave
closest to the Turkish border, said
after the meeting that his group re-
jected Turkish intervention even if
Turkish troops were under Ameri-
can command. Yet the final state-
ment contains softer criticism of
Turkey than he had sought, and it
does not explicitly reject a short pe-
riod of American military rule in
Irag.

The opposition also succeeded in
forming what it sees as the possible
core of a post-Hussein government,
despite initial objections from Mr.
Khalilzad, who wants to avoid alien-
ating Iraqis still living under Mr.
Hussein’s control. *

umbrella group. The six-member
leadership committee includes Mr.
Chalabi, the two leaders of northern
Irag’s Kurds, and a representative of
the Iranian-based group, which says
it represents Shiites. Over 60 percent
of Iragis belong to the Shiite branch
of Islam. To satisfy Mr. Khalilzad,
the opposition also appointed two
Sunnis — Ayad Alawi, a leader of the
Iragqi National Accord, and Adnan
Pachachi, a veteran diplomat and
political independent, though It is
doubtful that either will accept.
"The Iraqi opposition is now a full
partner in the campaign of lraqi
liberation,” said Hoshyar Zebari,
leader of the Kurdistan Democrat!
Party, referring to Mr. Khalilzad’s
endorsement of the meeting.

National

The concept was promoted by Ah-
mad Chalabi, chairman of the Iraqi
Congress, the opposition

Pas de participation
a laguerre en Irak
pourTa Ligue arabe

Le problémedeiutilidaticn ded
baded americaineod dans led payo
du Golfen'apad etéabondé.

Churn tl-Chelkh
envoyée spéciale
n réaffirmant collective-
mentleurrefusde laguer-
re, les pays arabes ont sau-
vé les apparences, samedi, lors
dusommetannuel delaLigue
arabe quis’esttenu danslasta-
tion balnéaire égyptienne de
Charm el-Cheikh. Aprés deux
journéesde discussions prépa-
ratoires tendues, les vingt-
deux membres de la Ligue se
sont engagés a ne pas partici-
per a une action militaire
contre I'lrak ou tout

f *Nomne
autre pays arabe. Mais e peu
ils ont pudlquement concerné» par
passé sous silence le  jgchangement
délicat probléme de derégime.
I’utilisation des bases Oen'atpa»
américaines dans les notretnuolL»
pays du Golfe en cas AmrMouua,
d’attaque américaine. chetdela

Liguearabe

Cette pétition de prin-
cipeaminimane devraitdonc
pasentraver les préparatifs de
guerreaméricains.

Ce que Washington préférera
retenir de ce sommet, ce n’est
pastantsarésolution finaleque

la proposition des Emirats
arabesunisdedemanderledé-
part en exil de Saddam Hus-
sein. Une initiative surprise
lancée devant la presse, mais
quin’apasétédiscutéeofficiel-
lement par les chefs d’Etat et
dont il n’est pas fait mention
dans le communiqué final du
sommet «LesArabesn'ontmal-
heureusementpas eu le courage
d'en discuter», a regretté le mi-
nistreémirati de I'Information.
Non-Ingérence. Cette propo-
sition a cependant brisé un ta-
bou puisque c'est la premiére
fois qu’un pays arabe appelle
ouvertement Saddamaquitter
le pouvoir. Certains estiment,
eneffet,qu’ils’agitd’uneviola-
tion du principe de non-ingé-
rence mentionné par lacharte
delaLigue. «<LesEmiratisontau
moinspermis defaireexistercet-
teidéeaugrandjour. llvaenfin
étrepossibled’enparlerouverte-
ment», analysait un proche
d’une délégation du Golfe.

Selon un connaisseur du dos-

sier, laproposition émiratie ser-
raiten faitimpulsée par I'Arabie
Saoudite, et soutenue officieu-
sement par d’autres pays. «Tout
le monde réve de voir Saddam
Hussein quitterlepouvoir, c'estle
seul moyen déviter la guerre,
maispersonne nepeutfaire ¢a»,
affirmait, de son coté, un res-
ponsable égyptien. «Nous ne
sommes pas concernés par le
changement de régime, aa son
tour répliqué lechefde la Ligue

arabe, AmrMoussa. Cen'estpas
notre travail.»
Autre remise en cause, cette
fois-ci trés publique, a l'unité
de facade que la Ligue arabe
avait jusque-la péniblement
maintenue: les piques lancées
par le colonel Kadhafi aI'Ara-
bie Saoudite. Dansson allocu-
tion, le dirigeant libyen a évo-
qué une conversation qu’il
aurait eue avec le roi Fahd,
quelque tempsaprés I'invasion
du Koweit par I'lrak. Le mo-
narque lui auraitdit qu’il était
prét a s'allier «avec le
diable» (les Etats-
Unis) pour assurer la
sécurité de son pays.
L'accusation a fait
bondir le prince héri-
tier Abdallah, diri-
geant de facto du
royaume saoudien.
«L'Arabie  Saoudite
n'estpas un agentdu colonialis-
me, tu es un menteur! Ettoi, qui
t'a amené au pouvoir?» a-t-il
criéen quittantlasalle,
front du refus. Un accrocha-
ge symptomatique de la ten-

Mr. Chalabi agreed, adding, "This
is a great day for the Iraqgi people.”

sion extréme entre les pays
arabes. Les pays du Golfe, qui
ontremisleursécurité entreles
mains de I'armée américaine
depuis I'invasion du Koweit,
sont pointés du doigt par le
frontdu refus mené par la Sy-
rie, qui rejette toute attaque
contre I'lraka partird’un terri-
toire arabe. Faute d’entente, la
Ligue adonc opté pour le ser-
vice minimale

CLAUDE GUIBAL
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What Scares Turkey

Stye jNetir JJork

At a Christian-run school, Kurdish chil-
dren played sheep during a Nativity play.

By STEPHEN KINZER

N March 21, Kurds everywhere will
icelebrate Newroz, a traditional
spring holiday that brings people
together to share songs,

i7,\

Al

Forget Hussein. Irag's Kurds
Are Free Already.

folk Most Kurds are Muslims, although their government is largely secular. A fighter for

dances and special cakes. In the Kyrgiglydish Islamic group reads the Koran during Friday prayers in Sulaimaniya.

enclave of northern Iraq, the only place in
the world where Kurds govern themselves,
thousands of men will make the traditional
leap over a blazing fire as their friends
wave Kurdish flags.

Across the border in Turkey, the celebra-
tion will be different. Newspapers are re-
quired to call the holiday Nevruz, because
that is the Turkish rather than Kurdish
spelling. It cannot be officially described as
a Kurdish holiday, only as a national day for
all Turks. And under a government direc-
tive issued last week, no Kurdish flags may
be displayed, only the flag of Turkey.

While Kurds in Turkey still live under a
web of restrictions, those in northern Iraq
govern themselves and have almost unlim-
ited freedom to embrace their communal
identity. So it is no surprise that Iragi Kurds
have erupted in protest at the news that
thousands of Turkish soldiers would enter
their enclave if the planned American inva-
sion of Iraq takes place. Some have burned
Turkish flags. Others have declared them-
selves ready to fight if Turkish troops move
more than 12 miles inside their territory, a
limit the Turks have tentatively accepted.

The Kurds, a non-Arab ethnic group, most
of whom are Muslims, number about 30
million. But they have never had a state of
their own and live in a half-dozen countries
in the Middle East and southern Caucasus.
Now, of all the dramas that could be played
out after an American invasion of Iraq, the
one in that country’s Kurdish provinces
might turn out to be the wildest.

“It’s very, very easy for. this to blow up,”
said Henri J. Barkey, who has written about
the Kurds and is a former member of the

State Department’s policy planning staff.
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practices before a concert at a youth center in Sulaimaniya.

In the 11 years since the end of the gulf
war, Kurds in northern Iraq have built their
enclave into a surprisingly prosperous de-
mocracy. If Saddam Hussein is overthrown,
they will insist on holding onto their autono-
my rather than submitting to rule from
Baghdad. That prospect deeply troubles
some of their neighbors, especially Turkey,
which fears that a thriving Kurdistan on its
border would be seductive to its own large
Kurdish population.

“Turkey wants to be sure that the Kurds
in northern lIraq don’'t get autonomy or a
federal state within the new lraq,” said
Siamend Hajo, a Kurdish researcher based
in Berlin. “The Kurds will insist on getting
exactly that, and they have 100,000 highly
motivated fighters.”

In the fourth century B.C., the Greek
commander Xenophon encountered tribes-
men who were probably ancestors of to-
day’s Kurds, and wrote that they “were

very warlike and did not obey the king.” For
centuries, most Kurds saw themselves
more as members of a particular clan or
tribe than as a part of a Kurdish nation.
That made it easy for others to divide and
suppress them. In the last few decades,
however, many Kurds have developed a
keen sense of Kurdishness, and yearn to
redeem their people from what they see as
bondage at the hands of hostile powers.

Most countries in the Middle East, includ-
ing lraqg, are creations of European states-
men, who drew their borders without con-
cern for ethnic or regional identities. Arabs
embraced nationalism early in the 20th cen-
tury. Jewish nationalism later led to the
creation of Israel. Now the Kurds believe it
is their turn.

In seeking wide-ranging autonomy within
a new lrag, the Kurds can argue that they
have built the only democracy that has ever
existed on lragi soil, one that could be a
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model for the rest of the country.

Leaders of Middle Eastern countries,
however, worry that regional autonomy is
too dangerous an idea to introduce in the
Middle East. They point to Yugoslavia and
Lebanon as examples of what autonomy can
produce, and fear that Kurdish nationalism
in Irag Will encourage a resurgence of sepa-i
ratism among their, own Kurdish popula-
tions.

There are 12 million Kurds in Turkey and
millions more in Iran and Syria. If a Kurd-
ish enclave is allowed to thrive in northern
Irag, might these Kurds give it their loyalty
and abandon their ties to the countries in
which they live? Might they even ask to join
it? These questions terrify thé leaders of
Turkey, Iran and Syria.

By a quirk of history, American prepara-
tions for an invasion of Iraq began just as a
new government took power in Turkey that
seemed ready to embrace Kurdish aspira-

tions. Last year the Turkish Parliament
eased restrictions on Kurdish education and
broadcasting. Now, with Turkey's fears of
nationalism again aroused, that policy is
suspended.

“The Turkish state was finally on a track
toward reconciling itself with Kurds and

Nationalism rewarded

the Israelis. Now the
Kurds want their turn.

their identity,” said Kemal Kirisci, a politi-
cal scientist at Bosphorus University in
Istanbul. “That’s all in jeopardy now.”
Under other circumstances, Kurds might
be a stabilizing factor in the Middle East.

Allowing them to develop a regional center
in northern Irag would give leaders there an
ability to influence Kurds elsewhere. They

demonstrated that several years ago by
helping to persuade Kurds in Iran to live at
peace with the Iranian government, aut
with various Kurdish leaders vying for pow-
er in northern lIrag and emotions running
high, the ided of allowing Kurds to become
regional power brokers terrifies every re-
gime in the neighborhood.

Arabs have not forgotten that Turks ruled
them for centuries when what is now Iraq
was part of the Ottoman Empire. The spec-
ter of Turks again using military power to
try to influence events in an Arab country
touches many delicate nerves.

“This situation,” said John E. Woods,
director of the Center for Middle Eastern
Studies at the University of Chicago, “is
looking more Ottoman all the time.”

Saddam doit partir,
de gre ou de force !

par Pascal Bruckner,
André Qlucksmann

et Romain Qoupil

N1991, nous appe-
lions les démocra-
ties a stopper par
tous les moyens
- militaires si néces-
saires - les bouche-
ries et purifications ethniques inau-
gurées alors par Slobodan Milose-
vic en Croatie. Nous fimes allégre-
ment contredits, a I'époque, par
les états-majors, les experts et les
gouvernements, sans compter la
plupart des leaders politiques.

Au bout de huit ans, apres
200 000 morts, c’est bien une inter-
vention de I'OTAN qui permit de
rapatrier un million de Kosovars.
Déja, a I'époque, les pacifistes
nous expliquaient que I’'expédition
«américaine» contre la Serbie
mettrait le monde a feu et a sang.
Aujourd’hui, Milosevic s’explique
devant un tribunal pour crimes

contre I'humanité.

Saddam Hussein n’est pas
moins mais plus cruel .que Milose-
vic et bien plus dangereux. En dia-
bolisant George W. Bush, « nou-
veau Satan », «nouvel Hitler» et
«nouveau Ben Laden », Iés mani-
festants pour la paix du 15 février
ont oublié dans leurs protesta-

tions le maitre de Bagdad, ce
grand admirateur de Staline, qui
écrase, torture, étouffe son peuple
depuis trente ans.

Il joue avec le feu au cceur d’'une
poudriére mondiale, le Moyen-
Orient. 1l défie la communauté
internationale et persiste a ne pas
désarmer franchement et radicale-
ment. Il esttemps pour lui de quit-
ter la scene. Il faut que le Conseil
de sécurité de I'ONU I'y oblige,
pacifiquement si possible, militai-
rement s'il n'obtempére pas.

Plus on attend, plus il en colte
aux populations irakiennes,
plus I'ONU se déconsidere

D’atermoiements en tergiversa-
tions, plus on attend, plus il en
colte aux populations irakiennes,
plus 'ONU se déconsideére.

Comment ne pas garder en
mémoire le génocide des Tutsis au
Rwanda (1994) accompli au vu et
au su d’une communauté interna-
tionale passive. Comment ne pas

penser aujourd’hui au martyre du
peuple tchétchéne alors que l'al-
liance « morale » franco-alleman-
de érige la Russie en chantre de la
paix !

Saddam Hussein n’est sans dou-
te pas le seul dictateur, mais lui,
au moins, nous avons la possibili-
té de le mettre hors d’état de nuire

PASCAL BRUCKNER est écrivain.
ANDRE GLUCKSMANN est philosophe
et essayiste.

romain GOUPIL est cinéaste.

en soutenant la pression des for-
ces anglo-américaines aux frontie-
res de I'lrak.

Il serait dommageable de rédui-
re la crise actuelle & un affronte-
ment franco-américain, alors que
les points de vue des deux pays
auraient pu étre complémentaires.

Il serait calamiteux que Paris,
par gloriole et entétement, aille au
veto, au risque de casser la solidari-
té occidentale et d’ébranler un
peu plus I'Europe (laquelle, rappe-
lons-le, ne se réduit pas au seul
axe Paris-Berlin).

Que Saddam parte, de gré ou de

force ! Les Irakiens, Kurdes, chii-
tes mais aussi bien sunnites respi-
reront plus librement et les peu-
ples de la région en seront soula-
gés.

Apres Milosevic, les Balkans ne
sont pas le paradis, mais il y régne
davantage de paix et moins de dic-
tature. L’aprés-Saddam ne sera
pas rose, mais moins noir que tren-
te années de tyrannie, d’exécu-
tions sommaires et de guerre.

Les textes proposés a la page Débats
du Monde peuvent étre transmis :

- par voie postale :

Le Monde, page Débats,

ai bis, rue Claude-Bernard, 75242, Paris
- par télécopie : 014217 21 22

- par courriel : oplnions@>lemonde.fr
Dans tous les cas, nom, adresse

et numéro de téléphone des auteurs
doivent accompagner ces envois.

fclllonde
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Kurds in fear of Turkish
motives

The Kurdish people believe

Turkeywill useawaron Iraqto

crush their independence bid

by Jason Burke Arbil, Iraq
and Luke Harding Siwa, Iraq

THE WOMEN were angry
and frightened. As the letter
was passed around, each set
down their names in flowing
Kurdish script. This week, the
letter will be sent to Tony
Blair and to Kofi Annan, the
United Nations secretary-gen-
eral, callingonthemto protect
Iraqg’s foui- million Kurds.

The appeal was the idea of
women'’s groups in Arbil, the
de facto capital of the semi-
autonomous state carved out
in northern Iraq by the Kurds
after the 1991 Gulfwar.

The letter is part plea, part
defiant protest. ‘We are afraid
of nothing but we have the
right to defend our country,’
it reads. ‘We are riot going t.0
give up this independence we
have won.’

Last week, it was not the
likelihood of war that was
dominating conversations in
northern Irag - most locals
believe conflictis inevitable -
but its aftermath. Hundreds
of delegates from the dis-
parate elements of the Iraqi
opposition to Saddam Hus-

‘We have the
rightto defend
our country. We
won’t give up the
independence
we have won’

sein met in the mountain
town of Salahaddin to discuss
the postwar government. The

questions were: how long will
the Americans stay after the
fighting? What will the Irani-
ans do? Who gets what repre-
sentation in Baghdad? And,
most pressing ofall, what are
the Turks planning?

On Friday, when football
teams from Arbil and Bagh-
dad played in the Kurdish
city, the packed crowd
chanted slogans against
Turkey, not against.Saddam.

The Kurds' fear of the
Turks is not new. For 400
years, lraq was a neglected
province of the Ottoman
Empire. When the Middle
East was remapped after the
First World War, the Kurds
were split between Iraq,
Turkey, Iran and Syria. Since
1991, the lIraqi Kurds have
governed themselves. Now
they are worried that the
Turks will try to dismantle
their fledgling state or even
invade their territory. They
point to the repression suf-
fered by the 13 million Kurds
within Turkey, where the
army has killed an estimated
30,000 and displaced up to one
million people. ‘Turkey is
worse than Saddam, said
Jwan Kamal Baban, of the.
Women's Union of Kurdistan.

But the Turks have already
arrived. In the mountain vil-
lage of Zewa in northern Iraq,
20 Turkish tanks were yester-
day parked in a military base.

The Turkish military pres-
ence was established more
than five years ago as part of

Kurdish militia fighters, right, have asked Tony Blair for his

protection against the Turks, whose tanks are
in Kurdish-controlled northern Irag.

a campaign against guerrillas
from the Marxist Kurdish
People’s Party (PKK) based
along the Turkish-Iraqi bor-
der. But although the activi-
ties of the PKK have largely
fizzled out, the troops remain.
Many Kurds fear that such
units will act as a vanguard
for a Turkish occupation of
northern Iraq in the event of
aUS-led war against Saddam.
Last week, they refused to
allow buses of international
journalists to cross from
Turkey into their territory if
they wore accompanied by
any Turkish security officials.
Tensions have been exac-
erbated by US plans to base
up to 62,000 troops in ‘Kurdis-
tan'’ ready for an invasion of
Irag. The troops would be
able to strike quickly into
Baghdad, Tikrit, Saddam’s
home town, and the oilfields
around Kirkuk. The Turks
are thought to have negoti-
ated aid worth more than $25
billion and the right to send
troops into northern Iraq.
Ankarais desperate to stop
Iragi Kurds seizing Kirkuk,
historically a Kurdish city. Its
oil would allow Iraqi Kurds to
declare a viable independent
state. That might tempt the 13
million Kurds living in
Turkey to try to secede.

. Kurds in the south-eastern

Turkish cities of Cizre and

Diyarbakir told The Observer
that they would welcome a
‘united Kurdistan’.

But though senior Kurdish
officials have threatened
resistance to Turkish inter-
vention, political leaders are
keen to play down tensions.

In an impassioned speech
last week, Jalal Talabani, the
leader of the Patriotic Union
of Kurdistan, sought to allay
Turkish fears: 'If we were
planning to announce inde-
pendence we' wouldn't be
ashamed to say so." However,
he warned that Kurds ‘were
people who have struggled’.
Hoshyar Zubari, the foreign
relations secretary ofthe Kur-
dish Démocratie Party (KDP),

said that US war plans should,
‘not be at the cost ofthe poor
Kurdish people’. Zalmay
Khalilzad, Washington’s,
envoy to the Iragi opposition,
has been trying to reassure
the Kurds. His task has been
made harder by the distrust
of the Americans. In 1991,
Washington called on the
Kurdish tribes to rise up and
then stood by as Saddam bru-
tally crushed their rebellion.
‘We [will] not accept any
unilateral move by any coun-
try into Iraq,’” Khalilzad told
The Observer. ‘There is an
unfortunate dynamic of
worst-casing peoples’ inten-
tions. We have made great
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strides towards understand-
ing and agreement.’ However,
the nightmare scenario is
that, following a successful
campaign to depose Saddam,
Irag will slide into a civil war
with factions manipulated by
neighbouring powers. There
are claims that 5,000 Iranian-
backed paramilitaries have
slipped into northern Iraq.
Nowhere are the tensions
more palpable than at the

Arbil office of the Iragi Turco-
man Front. The Turcomans, a
Turkish-speaking minority,
have lived in Iraq for 1,000
years but find themselves
labelled ‘fifth columnists'. In
January, one ofits leaders was
arresrted and accused ofbeing
a spy for Saddam. Though
they deny links to Baghdad,
Turcoman officials admitthey
would welcome a Turkish
invasion ofnorthern Irag.

While no one doubts the
difficulties of forging a new
administration, what is clear
is that almost everyone in
northern Iraqg wants Saddam
ousted as soon as possible.

The letter sent to Blairand
Annan has little chance of
arriving. Post out of land-
locked Kurdistan relies on
the goodwill of neighbours.
‘We.have learnt that we can
trustno one,’ said Baban.

Apres le refus, la bourse turgue chute

Deés hier matin lors de I'ouverture des marchés, la Turquie a ressenti les conséquences
économiqgues de son refus de faire passer les troupes américaines sur son sol
turque. La livre turque, qui a cause lalliance avec les Etats- 16 milliards de dollars (15 mil*

ANALYSE

e gouvernement turc crai-

gnait des répercussions

économiques a la suite du

refus, samedi, de ses parle-
mentaires de permettre le déploie-
mentde 62 000 soldats américains
sur son territoire. Elles n’ont pas
manqué. Hier, la Bourse d’Istan-
bul a plongé de 12,49 % par rap-
port a la cl6ture de vendredi, et ce
aprés une séance particuliere-
ment agitée.

Les marchés boursiers comp-
taient en effet sur les 15 milliards
de dollars (14 milliards d’euros)
e SL S RIRRR BN RAIRRAEH
échange de ce déploiement pour

compenser 1 impact d une inter-
vention militaire sur I’économie

perdu du terrain a 'ouverture des Unis. Et il s’est déclaré confiant

marchés par rapportau dollar eta
I'euro, s’est cependant ressaisie
en début d’aprés-midi apres que la
banque centrale ait annoncé se te-
nir préte a intervenir pour préve-
nirdes« fluctuations excessives ».
£es taux d’intérét ont, de leur
coté, grimpé a 60 %. Enfin, selon
les économistes turcs, labaisse de-
vrait se poursuivre dans lesjours
suivants, mais a un rythme moins
rapide. .

Le premier ministre Abdullah
Gpl a tenté de rassurer les mar-
chés en précisant que la Turquie

dans le soutien du Fonds moné-
taire international (FMI) a son
pays, alors qu’il avertissait la se-
maine derniére qu’un vote contre
les Etats-Unis se traduirait par la
perte du soutien du FMI.

Les autorités turques ceuvrent
en effet pour le déblocage, courant
mars, d’'une nouvelle tranche de
crédit de 1,6 milliard de dollars
(i>5 muliard d’euros). Juste apres
i'intervention d'Abdullah Gl, le

nauraltaucunmalarembour8er gouvernement a annoncé des me-

dettea auP[és da la commu-

sures visant s faire d’importantes

BaHté internationale meme siéconomies, décision saluée par le

1 aide américaine n aboutissaitFMI qui est déja venu au secours
pas. Il a affirmé également que led’Ankara ces deux derniéres an-

liards d’euros) dans le cadre d’un
programme d’austérité. Les me-
sures devraient rapporter I'équi-
valent de plus de 9 milliards de
dollars (8,4 milliards d’euros),
mais mécontenteront la popula-
tion, forcée une fois encore a
serrer laceinture, soulignaientles
analystes.

M.-F.M.
(avec AFP)

la Croix
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EDITORIAL

La lecon

LE GOUVERNEMENT Bush
vient d’enregistrer un double
revers dans sa campagne ira-
kienne. En refusant, samedi
1" mars, d’autoriser le déploie-
ment de soldats américains en
Turquie, le Parlement d’Ankara
complique les plans du Pentago-
ne. Pour attaquer I'lrak, celui-ci
comptait sur I'ouverture d'un
front nord, parallélement a une
offensive au sud. Ce front nord
passait par la Turquie. Ce pays,
allié choyé des Etats-Unis et
membre de 'OTAN, devait étre
la base arriere de quelque
60 000 soldats américains desti-
nés a pénétrer en lrak par le
Kurdistan Irakien. L’affaire
avait été longuement négociée
avec le gouvernement islami-
que d’Abdullah Gul, qui dispose

turque

depuis novembre dernier d’une
majorité de 353 siéges sur 550.
Pour sa bonne volonté, la Tur-
quie encaissait 6 milliards de
dollars de crédits et facilités
financiéres diverses. Et obte-
nait le droit de déployer a son
tour dans le Kurdistan d’lrak
pas moins de quatre divisions
pour tenir en respect les Kurdes
Irakiens.

Cela n’a pas suffi. A trois
voix de majorité, les parlemen-
taires ont refusé d’entériner
I'accord négocié par le gouver-
nement. C'est un camouflet
adressé a Washington. L’état-
major américain devra revoir
ses plans d’attaque. La Turquie
est plongée dans une situation,
politique difficile. Le gouverne-
ment Gil a contre lui une opi-

nion qui, a une écrasante majo-
rité, est opposée a la guerre en
Irak. Il est I'’émanation d’un par-
ti islamiste modéré - I’AKP, Par-
ti de la justice et du développe-
ment - qui n’envisage pas non
plus de gaité de cceur que la Tur-
quie serve de base arrieére a une
attaque contre un pays voisin
musulman. Pour d’autres rai-
sons, les pro-européens de Tur-
quie sont, eux aussi, contre une
guerre en Irak : elle amenerait
leur pays, candidat a I’'Union
européenne, a occuper durable-
ment un voisin arabe...

La1 réside le deuxieme
revers, et peut-étre le plus gra-
ve, enregistré ce week-end par
Washington. Car cet épisode
turc montre toute la difficulté,
et I'ambiguité, de I'objectif stra-
tégique fondamental que s’est
fixé le gouvernement Bush en
menant la guerre en Irak : remo-
deler le Proche-Orient; com-
mencer par abattre une tyran-
nie, celle de Saddam Hussein,
pour intimider les autres ; ins-

vote de samedi ne remettait pasennées par des préts totalisant

taller a Bagdad un pouvoir dont
le rayonnement modérateur
changera a terme la physiono-
mie politique de la région.

Or le moins que l'on puisse,
dire est que le projet américain
de faire occuper le Kurdistan
d’Irak par I'armée turque - Ins-
trument du martyre des Kurdes
de Turquie - augure bien mal
de la démocratisation de la
région. Il donne satisfaction a
I'état-major turc. Celui-ci veut
empécher que les Kurdes d’lrak
ne bénéficient de I'apres-Sad-
dam pour accentuer encore
leur autonomie et, ce faisant, se
posent en modele pour leurs fre-
res de Turquie. Les Turcs veu-
lent rogner ce que les Kurdes
d’lrak, dans la zone protégée
par les Américains depuis 1991,
ont gagné en liberté et en auto-
nomie. Le sort réservé aux Kur-
des au Proche-Orient est un test
de la démocratisation de la
région. A cette aune-Ia, le pro-
jet américain est un recul, pas
une avancée.
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Turkey, war and the Kurds

Kurds, the world's largest nation with no country,
have trouble trusting anyonepromising to help

WILLIAM SAFIRE

Mullah Mustgfa Barzaniwas a leader
ofthe 20 million Kurdish people — the
world's largest nation withouta country
— through much ofthe 20th century. Be-
trayed in the 1970s by the Shah oflran
and the U.S. ("covert action should not
be confusedwith missionary work’), the
dying warriorwas broughtto a C1A safe
house in Virginia, where we had long
talks before his death.

Because Iragi Kurds under belated
U.S. airprotection have developed a de-
mocracy that will be a modelfor post-
Saddam Iraq, myfriend Mullah Musta-
fa granted me this interview from the
GreatBeyond

Q: Have Kurds finally come to trust
the Americans?

Barzani:- We have had a saying for a
thousand years: “The Kurds have no
friends.” The Americans gave us air
cover after the 1991 gulfwar only when
the television pictures ofa half-million
Kurdish refugees fleeing Saddam’s
slaughter made them ashamed. Butwe
are grateful for our only decade offree-
dom.

'< Q: Then why are the Kurds worried
about the coming liberation of the rest
oflraqg?

Barzani: Because we think the U.S.
made a deal with the Turks to sell us

, outagain. Togetthemtoletthe U.S. use
Turkey as the base for your northern
front, the U.S. agreed to their demand
not to arm my son Massoud’s forces in
Iraq. Together with Jalal Talabani’s
Kurds, that’s 70,000 fighters who could
be on the American side to defeat Sad-
dam. But they deny us the weapons to
fight our common enemy.

Q: Isn’tthat denial because the Turks
think you want to set up an indepen-
dent Kurdistanin Iraq, and that 12 mil-
lion Kurds in Turkeywill wantto break
away and merge withyou?

Barzani: That is the stuff of dreams.

After finally getting some home rule
and safety in Iraq, do you think we
want to fight the whole Turkish Army?
And fightthe Americans, too, who have
guaranteed the territorial integrity of
Iraq after Saddam? The Turks cry “se-
cession” because they want to crush
Kurdish culture in Turkey, notbecause
separation is a threat. The Americans
trustthe Turks?

Q: Well, lately they've disappointed
the U.S. after the Americans forced
NATO to send them defensive equip-
ment and we agreed to their $15 billion
rental demand — but how can the U.S.
complain when Turkey sides with
France and Germany to protect Sad-
dam ifthat’s its democratic choice?

Barzani: The United States shouldn’t
complain, because it learned just in
time that the Turks wantto grab the oil
fields of Kirkuk, our ancestral capital in
Irag, on the pretense thatwe’re declar-
ing Kurdish independence. The U.S. is
lucky the Islamists in Parliament dou-
ble-crossed it

Q: But don’t you see how the U.S.
could shorten the war by aweek with a
thrustdown from Turkey in the north?

Barzani: Of course — and nearby is
the base that my son Massoud and my
old aide Jalal offer America in the
north of Irag. It could put its huge jets
down in our airfields with over 5,000
troops and armour in time for your in-
vasion up from Kuwait while the Brits
slip in through Jordan. And we’ll be at
theU.S. side.

Q: Butwouldn’'t your mountain fight-
ersjustgetinthewayofamotorizedas-
saultby amodernarmy?

Barzani: When our peshmerga (the
Kurdish militia) get the guns, mortars,
rockets, chemical suits and gas masks
they need, they will not only wipe out
Al Qaeda’s allies of Ansar al-Islam.
Thousands of Kinds are ready to help
root out his Republican Guard in the
streets ofBaghdad, ifneedbe, to avenge
the murder ofour children.

Q: We wouldn’t want any “score-set-
tling.”

Barzani: The allies settled scores at
Nuremberg and The Hague. Iraqgis will
also bring Baathist oppressors to jus-
tice.

Q: But is Iraqg, with all its religious
groups and ethnic factions, capable of
unity and self-government?

Barzani: Sooner than some arrogant
Westerners think. Help us set up our
confederation, organize state and fed-
eral elections and courts, repudiate
Saddam’s corrupt Russian debt, get on-
stream outside OPEC, block Turkish
and Persian mischief, and say goodbye.
Thenwe’ll forgive betrayals of the past.
And when you see Massoud and Jalal,
tell them | ordered Kurds to stick to-
gether.

William Satire is a columnist for the New
York Times.

REUTERS
A portrait of late Kurdish leader Mus-
tafa Barzani hangs at the parliament
in Arbil, northern Iraq, which has
called on the U.S. to prevent an influx
of Turkish troops during an attack.

L’opposition irakienne ne veut pas

de troupes turques au Kurdistan

SALAHADINNE
(Kurdistan irakien)
de notre envoyé spécial

Unanimité contre une éventuelle
intervention militaire turque au Kur-
distan, élection d’un « conseil direc-
teur » provisoire de six membres
tonnant I'ébauche, non limitative,
d’un leadership destiné a jeter les
bases d’un futur gouvernement

apres la chute programmée de Sad-
dam Hussein : la conférence des
principaux partis de I'opposition ira-
kienne, réunis durant trois jours au
Kurdistan « autonome », s'est
cependant achevée, samedi
1" mars, sur un constat ambigu.

S'il est vrai que les composantes
kurdes, sunnites, chiites fondamen-
talistes, laiques et autres forma-

tions plus marginales du spectre
ethnique, confessionnel et politi-
gue de I'lrak se sont mises d’accord
sur une sorte de programme com-

représentatives a elles seules de la
« palette » irakienne. Ensuite, cette
nébuleuse de l'opposition est pro-
fondément divisée, tant sur ses

mun exaltant les valeurs de la démo-. objectifs que sur les ressorts idéolo-

cratie, du multipartisme et du fédé-
ralisme, rien ne permet de préjuger
ni de leur réelle cohésion ni du role
exact qu'elles seront amenées a
jouer dans I'lrak de demain.
D'abord, toutes ces fractions, a
I'exception des partis kurdes dont
le poids historique, politique et mili-
taire est patent, ne possedent pas,
loin s'en faut, le degré de légitimité
suffisant pour ambitionner d'étre

giques qui I'animent.

En outre, les deux questions fon-
damentales du rdle de la Turquie et
de celui que joueront les Améri-
cains et leurs forces armées dans
I'ere « post-Saddam » a Bagdad
n’ont pas été résolues. Les chefs Ira-
kiens de l'opposition ont estimé
gue, avant un vote du Parlement
turc donnant le feu vert a un droit
de passage des soldats américains
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vers I'lrak par la Turquie, il leur
était difficile de se prononcer de¢'
maniere' définitive sur cette perspec-
tive. lls voftt a ce sujet envoyer pro-
chainement une délégation en Tur-
quie.

Par ailleurs, en dépit des « assu-
rances » données aux opposants de
Saddam Hussein par I'envoyé spé-
cial de George Bush, I'ambassadeur*
extraordinaire Zallttay' KHalilzad,
quant a la volonté de Washington
de voir les Irakiens se gouverner
eux-mémes, le chefde ladélégation
des Etats-Unis & Salahadlnne n’a
pas donné de précision sur la durée
d'une éventuelle administration
militaire @ Bagdad ni vraiment sur
la nature précise d'un tel «régi-
me ». Et c’est bien ce qui inquiete

des opposants irakiens qui, malgré
la « confiance » affichée a l'issue de
laréunion al'égard de I'administra-
tion Bush, redoutent en privé d’étre
marginalisés dans la perspective
d’'une souveraineté américaine sur
I'lrak de demain.

RASSURER

Sur le dossier turc, alors qu’Anka-
ra entend envoyer des troupes au
Kurdistan aujourd’hui autonome et
refuse de se retrouver sous com-
mandement « allié » dans I'hypo-
thése d’une opération militaire amé-
ricaine en lIrak, I'envoyé de Bush a
tenu également a rassurer ses
hotes : «Une implication turque
devra sefaire en coordination [avec
les forces alliées], et nous reasons

tout mouvement unilatéral [des trou-
pes d’Ankara] en Irak. »

Le Conseil supréme de la révolu-
tion islamique en Irak (CSRII) du
mollah Mohammad Bakir
Al-Haglm, en exil en lIran, et qui
était représenté par son frere a la
conférence, aura eu par ailleurs
tout lieu d’étre en désaccord et avec
ses « freres » Irakiens et avec Wash-
ington : « Ce qui se prépare en Irak,
c'est une invasion des Etats-Unis,
nous a confié le représentant a Lon-
dres de cette formation islamiste,
Hamed Al-Bayati ; nous n'avons pas
le méme agenda que les Américains.
Nous avons nos forces en Irak qui,
depuis deux ans, ont attaqué des
cibles du gouvernement de Saddam
Hussein. Le renversement du régime

de Bagdad doit étre I'ceuvre du peu-

ple irakien. »
Ce a quoi répondait plus tard I'in-
tellectuel indépendant Adnan

Makiya, I'un des 54 membres parti-
cipant a la conférence, qui affirmait
au Monde: «J'étais inquiet quant
aux objectifs américains. Je suis désor-
mais assuré, méme si les promesses
ne sontjamais ce quelles sont, que
les Etats-Unis ont mis I'accent sur la
profondeur du changement démocra-
tique qu'ils envisagent en Irak. Je suis
en faveur d'une présence militaire
américaine de longue durée. Mais
présence militaire ne veut pas dire
gouvernement militaire. »

Bruno Philip

Turkey’s stock market
falls after rebuffto U.S.

New vote on admitting troops put off

By Dexter Filkins

The New York Times

ANKARA: Turkey’s stock market fell
by more than 10 percent Monday amid
the turmoil following the Parliament’s
rejection last weekend ofa plan to allow
American troops into the country. Tur-
key’s leaders appeared to put offa quick
reconsideration ofthe American plan.

With the financial markets in disar-
ray, Prime Minster Abdullah Gul de-
clined to say whether his government
would ask lawmakers to take up the
American request. Other Turkish offi-
cials said privately they were inclined
to wait a week, possibly longer.

"We will see what happens in the
next few days,” Gul said at a press con-
ference here.

Senior members of the ruling Justice
and Development Party indicated they
would probably wait until after Sun-
day’s local parliamentary elections,
which are expected to propel Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, the leader of the party,
into the prime minister’s office.

The Turkish officials said opposition
to the measure within the party was
substantial enough to make approval
uncertain and that another defeat could
bring down Gul’'s government.

"If they tried and failed again, it
would be a disaster,” the Turkish offi-
cial said.

The statements Monday appeared to

dampen the hopes ofa quick attempt to
approve the measure, which would have
allowed as many as 62,000 American
troops into the country for an attack on
Irag. The measure was narrowly rejec-
ted by the Parliament on Saturday, and
some Turkish officials, including For-
eign Minister Yasar Yakis, suggested
that Gul’s government would try again.

Indeed, Yakis suggested Monday that
the Americans should be ready for a
long wait.

“We don't want to raise their hopes
first and then disappoint them,” Yakis
said.

The prospect that the governing
party would not immediately try to
push the measure through Parliament
again seemed to lessen the likelihood
that the Bush administration would be
able to use the country for an attack
across northern Irag.

About two dozen American military
vessels continued to idle offthe Turkish
port of Iskenderun on Monday, and
American diplomats continued talking
with Turkish officials. Kuwait's defense
minister. Sheikh Jaber al Ahmad as Sa-
bah, said Kuwait would accept those
American troops who had been bound
for Turkey.

If, as expected, Erdogan wins the par-
liamentary election Sunday, he is also
expected to be chosen as prime minis-
ter. Erdogan, a politician who flirted
With political Islam, had been barred
from running for public office because

ofa conviction in the late 1990s for in-
citing religious hatred. On coming to
power in November, the new govern-
ment, led by Gul, amended the constitu-
tion to allow Erdogan to run.

Yet even if Erdogan wins next week, it
seemed unlikely that a new government
would be in a position to push any kind
of legislation for at least two weeks, ob-
servers here said. Erdogan would prob-
ably choose a new cabinet, which would
be subject to parliamentary approval.

That could delay a new vote until at
least mid-March, allowing Turkey to
see ifthe UN Security Council approves
a resolution authorizing military force
against Saddam Hussein.

The uproar over the American re-
quest has left the Islamic-based party
torn between popular opposition to a
war and a fear ofharming its longtime
friendship with the United States. Since
Saturday’s vote, there has been specula-
tion here that the party could even
break up, with the 90-odd legislators
who opposed the American request
leading the way.

The rejection by the Parliament ofthe
resolution appeared to send Turkey’s fi-
nancial markets tumbling Monday. The
main index ofthe stock market fell by 12
percent, the dollar rose 3 percent
against the Turkish lira, and short term
interest rates rose as high as 10 percent.

Investors appeared to be reacting to
the loss of $6 billion in direct aid prom-
ised to Turkey by the United States.
Turkey’s leaders had hoped to use it to
borrow billions more to service its crip-
pling foreign and domestic debt.

“We lost a lot of our money today,”
said Volkan Dincer, a private fund
manger in Istanbul. "Investors are not
happy with the government’s decision.
We were looking forward to the funds
from the United States.”

International Herald Tribune
Tuesday, March 4,2003
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By Jason Goodwin

Dorset, England

the United States tries yet
again to entice Tur-

KW key into a prenuptial
agreement on invad-

1 ing lIraq, it faces the

traditional money
concern — is it enough? — and the fact
that public sentiment is against the
match. This has thrown prospects for
a second, northern front in the upcom-
ing invasion into doubt. Should Ameri-
Cla’s overtures succeed, however, a
long-term problem for Washington
might turn out to be lurking in the
small print: the part about allowing
Turkish troops to follow the American
incursion in order to create a buffer
zone inside Iraqg.

Participants at last weekend’s con-
ference of lIragi opposition groups
gave support for the American cause
but also flatly rejected any Turkish
military presence in Iraq, even if un-
der American command. That rejec-
tion was echoed by some 100,000 Iraqi
Kurds who took to the streets yester-
day. Unless all sides can come to an
agreement, an American Invasion

could free northern Iraq from Saddam
Hussein only to turn it' over to chaos.

The Turks' stated desire is to pre-
vent a repeat of 1990, when Operation
Desert Storm drove half a million
Iragi Kurds across the border. Ankara
was worried that the newcomers
would further radicalize Turkey’s own
Kurdish population. Harrowing scenes
were transmitted around the world of
Turkish soldiers beating the desperate
refugees back into no-man’s land.

This time the Turks want to be
prepared: to provide humanitarian
relief, and at the same time to dampen
Kurdish expectations that war might
lead to the creation of a Kurdish state.
In fact, even if the deal with Washing-
ton falls through, Turkey is likely to
maqve soldiers into nortyqui Iraq after
the Baghdad regime falls. Their pres-
ence of would leave Turkey in a posi-
tion to help broker a deal over the
makeup of a new lIrag.

That in itself may be no bad thing,
for any successor regime in lraq
would nped a friendly neighbor in Tur-

Ja&on Goodwin is author of "Lords of
the Horizons: A History of the Otto-
man Empire" and "Greenback: The
Almighty Dollar and the Invention of
America."

key. It may not enjoy the oil wealth of
its Arab neighbors, but Turkey has a
long tradition of friendly alliance with
the West, is an important trading part-
ner of Europe and America, and has
traditions of government that on the
whole contrast favorably with the au-
tocratic regimes of the area. There
remains, however, the issue of the
Kurds.

While the 25 million Kurds who live
in the mountainous borderlands that

separate Turkey, lraq and lran are
culturally and linguistically distinct,
their claim to nationhood is one of the
more forlorn hopes in the palimpsest
of claims and traditions that bedevil
the Middle East, Under the Ottoman
empire they enjoyed the preferential

Washington gets
caught between
Turks and Kurds.

status granted to all Muslim* subjects;
clannish and nomadic, they roamed
the mountains under the guidance of
conservative-minded clan chiefs and
sent their sons to be soldiers for the
multi-ethnic, multifaith empire.

But the Kurds were badly prepared
when the empire began to fracture
toward the end of the 19th century.
With one ethnic group after another
asserting its identity and proclaiming
independence, the Turks faced politi-
cal eclipse. It was only by stressing a
new-found ethnicity of their own that
the Turks were able to forge a post-
Ottoman country founded on the West-
ern model. In 1924 they abolished the
caliphate, taking away the sultan’s
role as religious leader; it is no acci-
dent that the Kurdish language was

outlawed on the same day. Being Mus-
lim no longer counted, and the Kurds
— frequently dismissed as “mountain
Turks” — found themselves second-
class citizens, denied the right to use
their languages or express their cul-
ture.

Eighty years of Turkish repression
has fostered a cycle of violence and a
legacy of mistrust. The Kurds even
find it hard to unite among themselves
over means or aims — some insist on
independence, others would be happy
with some sort of official “recogni-
tion” and,autonomy, while others have

A New War Opens an Old Wound

gravitated toward guerrilla groups es-
pousing causes from Islamist extrem-
ism to revolutionary Marxism.

The Kurds of Iraq — invaded, tor-
tured, displaced and bombed with
chemical weapons by the Iragi army
in the 1980’s — now enjoy a measure of
autonomy under the the allies’ no-fly
zone. They have organized practical
self-government and have achieved
some peace and even prosperity —
mainly as middlemen in the large
black economy of the Irag-Turkey-
Iran borderlands.

For all that, the Iraqi Kurds seem to
recognize that independence is not an
option: neither practical in itself nor
likely to get the support Of the United
States. At this weekend’s meeting, the
Kurdish leadership agreed to become
part of a proposed multi-ethnic post-
Saddam Hussein government of all
Iraq. They have also agreed not to
take control of the cities of Mosul and

Kirkuk — centers of oil production
that could provide the seed money for
a Kurdish state.

The apparent Kurdish compliance
with America's larger goals shows
why coming to a watertight agree-
ment about the Turkish role is vital to
any deal the Bush administration
makes. Were Turkey to use a heavy
hand it would further alienate the
Kurds and even raise the possibility of
armed insurrection behind American
lines. Iran might even be tempted to
intervene if Turkish armies move too
close to it spheres of influence on the
borders.

The United States needs to impress
on the the Turks the excellent steps
that Iragi Kurds have managed to
take since being freed from Saddam
Hussein’s wrath, and the Turks must
accept that all Kurds are not automat
icnlly wedded to violence or separat-
ism. Taking a benign role might be in
the Turks' Interests: Were Turkish
Kurds to see their Iraqi counterparts
get get a strong role in a postwar Iragi
government, it could lessen separatist
pressure, showing the benefits of
working within a democratic state.
(The liberal Islamist party now in
power in Ankara is already viewed
less skeptically by the Kurds than its
predecessors were.)

If Handled correctly, this war could
give Turkey’'s new government a
chance to help reshape the region —
and to make a fresh start in the moun-
tains. O
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Saddam Hussein exhorte Moscou a « taper du pied »

MOSCOU
de notre correspondante

On ne connait pas, a ce jour, la teneur des entre-
tiens qu'ont eus le 22 février, Saddam Hussein et
I'émissaire du Kremlin, Evgueni Primakov. Mais on
découvre, a la lecture de I'hebdomadaire russe Zav-
tra, les propos tenus trois jours plus tot par le diri-
geant irakien devant une délégation russe ou figu-
raient le chef du Parti communiste, Guennadi Ziou-
ganov, un représentant du parti Unité, soutien de
Vladimir Poutine, un membre du comité de la Dou-
ma pour la sécurité, et le président de la Société rus-
se d'amitié et de coopération économique avec les
pays arabes. Leur entrevue avec Saddam Hussein a
duré trois heures.

Sous le titre « Saddam parle », le journal Zavtra
consacre sa « une » entiere au plaidoyer de Saddam
Hussein pour un « retour de la Russie dans le monde
arabe ». Il décrit un age d'or de la coopération entre
Bagdad et I'Union soviétique : « Quand la révolution
a eu lieu en Irak, nous réglions toujours nos postes de
radio sur la station "Moscou parle". On souhaite pou-
voir lefaire de nouveau. »

TCHETCHENIE ET KURDISTAN

«La Russie a aujourd'hui de nombreux partisans
dans le monde arabe. Vous avez trop rapidement quit-
té le monde arabe. Il vousfaut vitey revenir, tant que
le capital de confiance est encore |3, dit Saddam Hus-
sein a ses hotes russes. // vousfaut comprendre que
c'est une partie intégrante de votre influence dans le
monde. C'estla que commence votre influence aupres
des Etats-Unis et de I'Europe. Mais vous avez pris du
retard. Vous concentrez trop d'attention sur vos pro-
blémes intérieurs. »

« Dans quel ordre, poursuit le président irakien,

énumére-t-on les pays se pronongant pour une solu-
tion politique autour de I'lrak f D'abord on cite I'Alle-
magne, la France, et puis seulement la Russie, la Chi-
ne, etc. Alors qu'il faudrait I'inverse | Qu'est-ce qui
I'empéche f Il faut de la volonté politique, rien
d'autre. La Russie doit taper du pied et se rétablir par-
mi les grandes puissances. »

Puis, Saddam Hussein se met a parler de la Tchét-
chénie. Longuement. « C'est clairement un probléme
russe, dit-il, mais il est possible de le comparer, jus-
gu'a un certain degré, avec notre probléme kurde. Le
probléme tchétchéne vous a été "offert" par les Etats-
Unis. Il leurfallait un point de crise permanente en
Russie afin d'exercer une pression sur elle. C'est un des
éléments de I'affaiblissement de la Russie. En méme
temps, celafait naitre de la haine contre les Arabes et
les musulmans au sein de la population russe. »

Saddam Hussein avance une solution : le retrait
de I'armée de Tchétchénie, tout comme les troupes
irakiennes se sont retirées (volontairement, dit-il)
des zones du Kurdistan. « Nous avons retiré notre
administration du Kurdistan. Avec le temps, les Kur-
des seront satisfaits. En cas de nécessité, nousy entre-
rons de nouveau, a n'importe quel moment. »

Pour terminer, Saddam Hussein demande une
aide militaire a Moscou, rappelant que «méme la
France, pendant la guerre avec I'lran, nous afourni
des avions de combat. Elle avait considéré que ses inté-
réts nationaux l'imposaient». Il regrette que des
avions militaires irakiens envoyés en Russie pour
des réparations n'aient toujours pas été retournés.
« Pourquoi les avez-vous confisqués ainsi I La Russie
n'a pas d'autres intéréts, dans notre région, que ceux
des Etats-Unis ? »

Natalie Nougayrede

NORTHERN IRAQ

5 Killed in Error at a Kurdish Checkpoint

By C.J. CHIVERS

TASLUJA, lrag, March 4 — Five
Muslim men, including a leader of a
prominent Islamist political party in
northern lIraq, were shot and killed

by Kurdish security officers.
Immediately after the Killings,
Kurdish officials said the action of
the officers had thwarted a terrorist
squad that has been hunting for
American Special Forces teams in

came clear the dead were members
of a registered political party, the
authorities issued statements of re-
gret. It appeared the dead men had
been mistaken for terrorists.

Dr. Barham Salih, prime minister
for the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan,
which controls the eastern Kurdish
zone, expressed sorrow for the
deaths and said the Kurdish authori-
ties had begun an investigation. “If
there are people who have overreact-
ed and did not adhere to the rules of
engagement, there will be repercus-
sions,” he said.

Among the dead was Abdullah
Qasri, a member of the political bu-
reau of Komali Islami Kurdistan, an
Islamic group that has formal rela-
tions with the Patriotic Union.

Mr. Qasri, 36 and the father of five,
lived roughly two hours from here.
He had visited the region for a Ko-
mali meeting today, and was on his
way home when the shootings oc-
curred at a Patriotic Union check-
point. His Toyota Land Cruiser was
riddled with bullets fired from auto-

Chang W. LeeZThe New York Times
Kurdish guerrillas drove the body of Abdullah Qasri, a leader of an Islamic party, to his group’s headquarters.
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matic weapons at close range. Three
of his bodyguards and his driver died
with him.

The killings underscored the con-

fused and growing tensions between
the secular Kurdish parties and Is-
lamic activists here.

In recent weéks, members of An-
sar al-Islam, a militant group in
northern Iraq that the United States
says is connected to Al Qaeda, have
been planning attacks against Amer-
ican Special Forces, according to a
hand-written intelligence report
from inside the group.

Several recent incidents have con-
tributed to the rising tensions. Last
week, a suicide bomber killed two
Kurdish guards and a taxi driver at a
checkpoint near a Kurdish, military
headquarters in Halabja. The head-
quarters, near the front lines be-
tween the Patriotic Union and Ansar,
is frequently visited by American
intelligence teams.

Over the last four days, according
to two senior Kurdish officials, three
vehicles believed to be carrying An-

sar members have been reported
prowling through areas frequented
by the Americans in and near the
city of Sulaimaniya.

The vehicles have made repeated
passes at an airstrip in Bakrajo, at a
military headquarters near here
where the Americans work by day,
and at homes of Jalal Talabani, the
Patriotic Union’s leader, where the

Americans have been staying, the
officials said.

The Patriotic Union had set up a
dragnet to catch the Ansar teams.

It appeared Mr. Qasri had the mis-
fortune of traveling in a vehicle that
resembled one reportedly used by
Ansar, and, with his long beard and
bearded guards, had driven through
a city where the police were watch-
ing for men of that description.

One witness said that as the Land
Cruiser passed the Patriotic Union’s
military headquarters, it attracted
the attention of a Patriotic Union
pickup truck, which sped ahead to
the checkpoint.

The witness said an occupant of

Turkish leader warns
Kurds in northern lraqg

Fears of a declaration of independence

From news reports

ANKARA: Recep Tayyip Erdogan, the
head of Turkey’s governing party,
warned Kurds in northern Irag on Tues-
day not to test his country’s determina-
tion to protect its security interests in
their breakaway region.

“There are worrying and regrettable
developments in northern lraq,” Er-
dogan told a parliamentary meeting of
his Justice and Development Party a
day after thousands of Iragi Kurds took
to streets to protest a possible Turkish
intervention.

“Some circles are taking courage
from the current situation and playing a
dangerous game that will irritate some
sensitivities,” he said. “Nobody should
abuse Turkey's goodwill, be carried
away by false courage, test Turkey’s
sensitivities.”

Turkey is concerned that Iraq’s Kurds
may use a war to declare independence
and has said it would send in troops, in
coordination with U.S. forces, to keep a
check on them in case ofwar.

Iraqi Kurds fear that Turkey will seek
to extend control over their region and
the oil-rich cities of Kirkuk and Mosul,
currently controlled by Baghdad.

An Iragi opposition leader held talks
with Turkish officials Tuesday to mend
ties between Turks and Iraqgi Kurds.

Ahmad Chalabi, the leader of the
Iragi National Congress, a London-
bas¢d umbrella group, said Tuesday
that tensions over Turkey’s deployment
plans could be resolved.

“We think that Turkish troops in
northern Iraq could be a cause of diffi-
culty and conflict, but | believe we can
work out these problems,"” Chalabi, a
Shiite Arab, said after meeting with
Turkish officials. “We want to be
friends with Turkey and we do not
think that Turkish troop intervention is
useful either for Turkey or for Iraq.”

Erdogan said Ankara expected the
United States to take Ankara’s concerns
into consideration as well.

“l reiterate that the U.S. administra-
tion must follow a policy which takes
into consideration Turkey’s regional
sensitivities. The U.S. should have a
political attitude to prevent entities
from emerging on their own and upset-
ting Turkey,” Erdogan added.

Anti-Turkish ~ demonstrations  in
northern lIraq have further increased
tensions with Turkey. Nationalist Turks
were outraged to see footage of Iraqi
Kurds burning Turkish flags broadcast
on Turkish television.

Turkey says it would send in troops to
stop a possible influx of refugees from

the pickup told the guards at the
checkpoint that the Land Cruiser
was an Ansar car, and when the
Land Cruiser arrived moments later,
there was a heavy volley of gunfire.
Nine bullets passed through the
windshield, at least eight passed
through the Land Cruiser's left side,
and almost all of the windows were
fully shot out.

It was not immediately clear to-
night if the Komali bodyguards fired
their weapons.

After initially telling reporters the
dead men were from Ansar, the Pa-
triotic Union quickly corrected the
information, and the bodies were tak-
en to the Komali party office in Sulai-
maniya and laid in the group’s house
of worship, the Jihad Mosque.

Haji Dilshad Garmiyani, another
member of the Komali political bu-
reau, said the party, which has a
small militia near Ansar’s positions
along the Iranian border, would re-
frain from violence pending the re-
sults of the Patriotic Union’s inquiry.

Iraq and to protect Turkish interests in
the region by preventing the establish-
ment of an independent Kurdish state.

Turkey fears that the creation of an
independent Kurdish state could revive
a 15-year war between autonomy-seek-
ing Turkish Kurdish rebels and Turkish
troops. The Turkish military also re-
portedly wants to supervise the Iraqi
Kurdish armament and disarmament,
to avoid weapons falling in the hands of
Turkish Kurds who have bases in north-
ern Iraqg.

Chalabi said Iragi Kurdish opposition
had proposed to send a delegation to
Turkey to discuss common concerns.

Meanwhile, an Islamic militant
group detonated a bomb at a military
checkpoint in northern Iraq on Tues-
day, killing five Kurdish officials.

The Patriotic Union of Kurdistan,
which rules the eastern half of the
Kurdish autonomous province in north-
ern lIraq, blamed the militant Islamic
group Ansar al Islam, which is suspec-
ted of having links to Al Qaeda, for the
bombing near Sulaymaniyah.

The United States has also accused
Ansar of cooperating with Saddam Hus-
sein’s regime. (AFP, AP)

International Herald Tribune
Wednesday, March 5,2003



LE FIGARO MERCREDI 5 MARS 2003

Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basm Ozeti

Les inquiétudes des Kurdes
de Turquie

Pour les Kurdes de Diyarbakir, le répit aura été de courte
durée. Apres quatre ans d’une paix relative, ils avaient
presque fini par croire que leur nouveau réve, faire valoir
leurs droits dans une Turquie démocratique et européenne,
pourrait un jour étre autre chose qu’un veeu pieux. Mais la
perspective d'uno guerre contre I'lrak voisin menace de faire
voler en éclats les avancées obtenues depuis le cessez-le-feu
signé entre les rebelles du PKK (Parti des travailleurs du Kur-
distan),'rebaptisé Kadek, et I'armée turque.

Diyarbakir

(sud-est de la Turquie) :
de notre envoyée spéciale
Isabelle Lasserre

« En Occident, vous parlez
toujours de la guerre entre les
Etats-Unis et Saddam. Mais la
vraie guerre est ici, au sud-est
de la Turquie. Elle risque de
faire davantage de victimes
qu'en Irak ». prévient une intel-
lectuelle kurde de Diyarbakir en
observant le renforcement mili-
taire turc a la frontiére.

Pour cet ancien centre de la
guérilla du PKK, qui se remet a
peine d'une guerre de quinze
ans avec I'armée turque (plus de

« La vraie guerre est ici, au
sud-est de la Turquie. Elle
risque defaire davantage
de victimes qu'en Irak »

30000 morts), I'arrivée des ren-
forts militaires d'Ankara est de
mauvais augiire. En quelques
jours, une chape de plomb s’est
abattue surlaville. La peur aga-
gné tous les foyers de cette ré-
gion kurde a 90 %. Comme s'il
était déja trop tard pour éviter le
retour « des temps barbares ».

Pour expliquer cette peur,
Cezlin Tanrukulu, le président
du barreau de Diyarbakir, dé-
croche sans un mot une photo
en noir et blanc accrochée au-
dessus de son bureau : Haiabja,
petite ville kurde du nord de
I'lrak, dont les habitants ont été
gazés par Saddam Hussein en
1988. 5 000 morts. « La région
de Diyarbakir sera la premiére
cible des attaques chimiques du
régime irakien quand la guerre
commencera. Parce que les
troupes américaines y seront
basées. »

Mais ce que redoutent encore
davantage les Kurdes de Diyar-
bakir. c’est I'entrée de I'armée
turque en Irak du Nord aux co-

tés des Américains. Inquiéte
d'une éventuelle indépendance
des Kurdes d’lrak, qui pourrait
réveiller le séparatisme au sud-
est de la Turquie, Ankara veut
avoir son mot a dire sur l'avenir
politique du nord de I'lrak. A
Diyarbakir. on soupconne la
Turquie de vouloir profiter de la
situation pour nettoyer les ma-
quis de Il'ancien PKK, installés
depuis la fin de la lutte armée
dans les montagnes du Kurdis-
tan irakien.

Or, Osman Ocalan, le frére du
leader indépendantiste kurde
emprisonné, l'un des respon-
sables du Kadek, I'a clairement
annoncé dans la presse locale :
son organisation considérera
I'entrée des troupes turques en
Irak comme une déclaration de
guerre. Pour Mehdin Giller. I'ad-
joint au maire de Diyarbakir. la

région vit ses
derniers jours
de paix. « Ce
sera une réac-
tion en chaine.
Si les troupes
turques en-
trent en Irak
du Nord elles
s'affronteront avec les combat-
tants du Kadek et la guerre se
propagera instantanément a
Diyarbakir. Ici et la-bas. c'est
pareil, nous sommes la méme
famille. Voila pourquoi nous

Des centaines de Kurdes Irakiens ont manifeste nier a Agra, vine nu nom au pays,
contre une intervention militaire de la Turquie, pays frontalier de la région, en cas de guerre

en Irak. (Photo Simic/AP.)

voulons lafin du régime de Sad-
dam Hussein, mais par des
moyens pacifiques. »

Levé Uy a a peine trois mois,
I'état d'urgence, redoutent les
Kurdes, sera alors réimposé a
Diyarbakir. « Mais surtout,
poursuit I'adjoint au maire, la
perspective que la Turquie entre
un jour dans I'Union euro-
péenne et se démocratise sera
remise aux calendes grecques. »
Sans compter qu'une interven-
tion turque en Irak pourrait sus-
citer un mouvement identique
de la part des armées iranienne
et syrienne. Seit, ancien
membre d’une organisation ar-
mée kurde, s'en dit persuadé :
« Depuis la premiére guerre du

Golfe, un pacte secret a été
conclu entre la Turquie, I'lran,
la Syrie et I'lrak : en cas de nou-
veau conflit, ces pays ont prévu
d'envoyer leurs troupes au nord
de I'lrak afin d’empécher la
naissance d'un Etat kurde. »

A Diyarbakir, les consé-
quences de la guerre qui se pré-
pare contre I'lrak se font déja
sentir. Selahattin Demirtas, le
responsable de I'antenne locale
de I'Association des droits de
I’homme, est inquiet. « La
guerre n'a méme pas commencé
mais les droits de I'homme com-
mencent déja a souffrir. » De-
puis le mois de janvier, le
rythme des arrestations de ma-
nifestants kurdes pacifistes par
la police turque s'est accéléré. Il
dénombre ainsi 425 arresta-
tions pour le seul mois de janvier
et 44 cas de torture.

Quant aux avancées démocra-
tiques obtenues par les Kurdes
en ao(t dernier, notamment le
droit d’avoir une télévision et
une radio locale en langue
kurde, elles sont restées lettre
morte, stoppées par la crise ira-
kienne. « Silaguerre a lieu, pré-
dit Selahattin Demirtas, nous al-
lons perdre tout ce que nous
avons gagné ces dernieres an-
nées. Les familles des 5 a
10 000 militants du Kadek réfu-
giées en lrak du Nord seront in-
quiétées par la police. Ce sera le
retour de la terreur. »

Signe supplémentaire, selon
les militants, que la Turquie
s’appréte a livrer une nouvelle
guerre contre les Kurdes, l'isole-
ment total dans lequel est main-
tenu depuis trois mois Abdullah
Ocalan, le leader indépendan-
tiste emprisonné sur une fle, qui
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