






Father Thomas Bois was born in
Dunkirk in 1900 and entered the
Dominican Order in 1919. In 1927 he
was sent to the Middle East where he
has remained ever since. There he stu-
died Arabic, Sureth and Kurdish. From
the beginning he took a special interest
in the Kurdish people and published
articles on the language, literature, his-
tory, customs and religion of this little
known people. He has contributed to
s everal Orientalist rev i ews including
«Les Cahiers de l’Est» and «Al-
Machriq» of Beirut, the «Proche-Orient
Chretien» of Jerusalem, the «Bibliotheca
Orientalis» of Leyden, and «L’Afrique et
l’Asie et Orient» of Paris. «The Kurds» is
the synthesis of all these publications.



The Kurds are one of the few peoples of the Middle East who

have genuinely maintained the dignified and picturesque tradi-

tions of the past. The work of Father Thomas Bois comes just at

the right time to extend our knowledge of this not too well known

and frequently misunderstood people. The author after having

briefly outlined the origins and history of this Middle Eastern

people, presents them vividly before us in their family and social

life and their daily occupations. We share in their joys and sor-

rows. Father Bois is no cold anthropologist. He is filled with a

deep human sympathy for a people whom he obviously loves, and

there are passages in this book where he reveals an affection for

the people among whom he has lived, which are truly touching. Of

extraordinary interest are the accounts of superstitions which

sometimes approach the borderline of orthodox religion. The pic-

ture of Kurdish literature, both written and oral, which he presents

so attractively will arouse the curiosity of many. In the light of the

last chapter, certain recent events will come into focus which pre-

viously were obscure and blurred.




























































































































































































































































































































